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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBAltS 


Ftrst Session, 1944— No. 1. 


The Council met in the liCgislative Chamber of the Legislative* 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 7th February, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., 
being the first day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of .the Government of India Act, 4935. 

Mr. President (the Hou’hle Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


. Obituary Referenoes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. Honourable Mem'bers of Council, it 
is with the deei)est soriow that the Chair has to perform the melancholy 
dut\ of conveying the news of the passing away of Sir John Herbert, 
G.C.I.E., latel} Governor of Bengal, on the 11th of December last. 

Sir John Herbert was appointed Governor shortly after the outbreak of 
the war and assumed the leins of his high office in November, 1939. Apart 
from the administrative problems of this great province, he was faced with 
an extremely ditficult and complicated situation brought about by the war. 
Almost from the commencement of his term of office as Governor, Sir John 
Herbert devoted himself with energ\ to the question of civil defence. These 
problems assumed greater proportions and became more complex on Japan's 
coming into the war at the end of 1941. Through extensive tours all over 
the province, he tried to encourage the people engaged in the work of civil 
defence and to maintain per^onal contact with the organisations set up for 
the piu’pose. He also succeeded to a large extent in bringing about 
co-ordinal ion between the civil and military authorities in defence activities. 
The i)rohlem ol evacuees from Burma in the beginning of 1942 and later on 
those of 1 amine due to the Midnapore c\ clone and scarcity of food in 
Bengal, which became the base of op(‘rations lor the Eastern theatre of war, 
evidently }>rove(l too great a strain on the health of Sir John Herbert, who 
never spared liimsdi. He ua> siiddt'iily taken ill in August, 1943, and this 
led to, the ndinqiiishmcnt of his office in September last. The ailment 
ultimately pi'oved fatal and he expired at the Government House. Calcutta, 
on the nth of Decemluu-, 1943. 

A gentleman of unfailing courte^^ and attractive personality, Sir John 
Herbert had to discharge the rcNjiousibilities of his office under very difficult 
and unpreceihmted cin umstances. He tried to serve the province to the best 
of his ability. AVe all deeply mourn his loss. 

In honour oi his meuiorv , 1 would request the homnirahle members to 
rise in their places. 

(Honourable Inembers rose in their places.) 
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[7th Feb. 


Thank you. 

I believe it is th6 unanimous wish of the House that 1 should convey 
our heartfelt sympathy to the Lady Mary Herbert in her great bereave- 
ment. ' 

Honourable Members: Yes. 

Mr. PR£8IDENT: The Chair has to refer with regret to the death of 
Mr. Kiran Chandra De, c.i.e., i.c.s., which melancholy event took place 
at his Calcutta residence on the 2nd October last. He was a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council under the previous constitution. 

Born in January, 1871, the late Mr. De joined the Indian Civil Service 
' in 1893, after a brilliant academic career in the Presidency College, 
Calcutta, and in the St. John^s College, Cambridge. He held several 
important administrative appointments including the Registrarship of the 
Co-operative Societies, the Secretaryship of the Bengal General Depart- 
ment^ Divisional Commissionerships and Membership of the Board of 
Revenue from which position he retired in 1928. Besides, he was a member 
of the District Administration Committee and Chairman of the Bengal 
Banking 'Enquiry Committee in 1913 and 1929 respectively. The late 
Mr. De was a great authority on the land tenure system of Bengal of which 
he had made a special study. He had a charming personality and occupied a 
prominent position in the social life of Calcutta. We deeply mourn his 
loss. 

1 believe it is the unanimous desire of the House that a motssage of 
Sympathy should be sent on our behalf to Mrs. De in her great loss. 

(Voices: Yes.) 

In honour of his memory, I would request the honourable members to 
rise in their places. 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

Thank you. 

The Chair has yet to refer to one more death. Mr. Ramanandn 
Chatterjee, one of the greatest journalists and litterateurs and a fftremosl 
figure in the public life of Bengal, passed away on the 30th September last 
after a protracted illness. Born of a family distinguished for Sanskrit 
learning, the late Mr. Chatterjee had a brilliant academic career and he 
started his life as a teacher. Throughout his long life he tried to maintain 
the high traditions of culture and erudition of his family. He was a social 
reformer, a philosopher and a teacher. As Editor of the Prahasi and 
Modem Review he influenced the thought and character of modern' Bengal 
and hy his persona^} example set a very high moral standard in the social 
§nd public life of this province. Fearlesa In his criticism of social evils, 

IS writings made a great impresBion oik the cultured sooiety of this country. 
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' In the sphere of politics also, he often put forward his views without 
eipecting any favour from the Government,, and regardless of popular 
applause. Sober, staid and dignified in Ms bearing, his writings always 
reflected liis personal character and deep thinking. Passionately devoted 
to the cause of India’s freedom throughout his life, the late Mr. Chatterjee 
worked to help its advancement both as a political thinker and as a social 
reforiher. In his death Bengal has lost an attractive personality, a man 
of great culture ond erudition, whom it would be difficult to replace. 

I believe it is the unanimous desire of the House to convey our sympathy 
to the -members of the bereaved family. 

(Voices: Yes.) 

In honour of his memory, I would request the honourable members to 
rise in their places. 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

Thank you. * 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08SAIN; Sir, 
your permission I wish to move a resolution on behalf of the Council 
lespect of the death of our esteemed colleague and friend, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Abul Quasem. The resolution runs as follows: — 


“That the Bengal Legislative Council places on record its deep sense 
of sorrow and loss at the sad demise of llhan Sahib Maulvi Abul 
Quasem who was a prominent member of the Council and desires 
to convey its heartfelt condolence to the members of the bereaved 
family.” 


It is with the deepest sorrow that we heard of the most untimely death 
of one our most prominent colleagues, Khan Sahib Maulvi Abul Quasem, 
which melancholy event took place on Saturday, the 29th January last, 
after a short illness of 2 or 3 weeks. He was 52 at the time of his death, 
hut lie looked much younger and was in the heat of health until recently 
and we scarcely think that his end was so near. I first came in touch with 
him as a member of the Bengal Land Revenue Commission and I found in 
him stout supporter' of the cause of the weak. He never hesitated to speak 
in strong words what he actually felt. In his early life, he was a lecturer 
^of a Government college which post he resigned and joined the High Court 
Bar. At about the same time he entered the Legislature. He was an old 
parliamentarian besides being an erudite scholar and a sound lawyer. 
Bc-was a member of the Senate and a member of -the Bengal Wakf Board. 
He had established his reputation as a parliamentarian even in the 
P^^'Beformed Council, and in consequence had an easy walk in into the 
formed Council when he was elected as a member of the Upper House. 

t'ountry expected much from him in future. He was a forceful 
sjfeaker. As a matter of fact, once the Leader of the European Gcoup 
described him as the “Roaring Lion”. But alas! his voice will no iouger 
be ^ftrd in this mortal world. The Council \s dehnitely the poorer today 
Ky 18 death. He was an intitflate friend of mine and 1 huow fjbm *my 
peisonal experience that he was a religiously-minded man und a map, ol 
piety 8&d devotion* May his soul rest ia peace \ 
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Witli tK^se words, I commend tlie resolution to the unanimous accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Mr. President, Sir 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On a point of order? 
Sir. Is it not necessary that the resolution should be read from the Chair 
before any speech is made? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes; resolution moved: that the Benf^al Legislative 
Council places on record its deep sense of sorrows and loss at the sad demise 
of Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, who was a prominent member of the Council 
and desires to convey its heartfelt condolence to the members of the 
bereaved family. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Mr. President, Sir, on behalf cd myself 
and on behalf of the party which I have the honour to represent in this 
House, T associate myself whole-heariedly with the resolution which has 
just now been moved by my friend, the Uon’ble the Leader of the House. 

I heard with deepest regret the news of the death of Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Abul Quasem when I arrived here last week. Bubbling with health, 

I was surprised how he could pass away so soon. That reminds us that 
death, a necessary end, comes when it comes and nobody can stay its hand. 
He was a man of sti'ong conviction. Whatever he thought right and proper 
he used to speak out most emphatically and sincerely. That was a trait in 
him worthy of emulation by others. .Undoubtedly he was a ])rominent 
member of the Government party and his loss we all mourn today. 

With these word^, I second the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 
it is with a heavy heart that I rise to associate myself with the sentiments 
and feelings so fully expres.sed in the resolution just moved by the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House. Late Maulvi Ahul Quasem was a 
gentleman in the real sense of the term. He was a man of courage of 
conviction, integrity of character and sincerity of purpose. A man of 
strong determination, he was all along straightforward, both in words and 
in action. Thought n{ favour or frown could never deviate him from the 
path of duties. Today T mourn along with others the loss of a noble friend, 
a great patriot, an ardent tighter and an over-zealous upholder of truth 
and justice. By his sudden death, which calamity has cast a g^loom 
over the country, a void has been created and nobody can say v^lien 
it will be filled, if filled up at all. In his private life he was as 
simple and unostentatious as a child; but in bis public life be was as strong 
as stone. He has been suddenly snatched away from our midst by the 
cruel hands of Death in the prime of life which was chequered in its 
career. He was a brilliant scholar, an eminent professor and a shrewd 
lawyer. Having completed his education, he accepted the professorship 
of a Government college, but be was not a man to rot for long in bondage 
„o£ service. During a co- paratively short space of public life was 
connected with many important functions, such as, membership of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, Bengal Wakfs Board, Calcutta ^Pidversity, 
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Land llevenue CommiHsion and so on and so forth. In every ^here of his 
public activities he had iiniformly proved himself worthy of his choice and 
selection. His memory will he cherished hy- the posterity with respect and 
yeverence. May his soul rest in peace ! 

With these words, Sir, 1 lend my whole-liearted support to the resolution 
under discussion. Before J resume my seat, Sir, T venture to suggest that 
in following the ;jsual practice of this Hon’ble House it may be adjourned 
as a mark of^res^ect to the memory of the illustrious deceased immediately 
after disJ)osal of this resolution without transacting any other business. 

. Mr. SMRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Mr President, Sir, on 
behalf of the Congress Party which 1 have the honour to represent I beg to 

associate myself with what has fallen from tlie lips of the previous 

speakers. It was really a shock to me when I heard that our honourable 
friend Khan Sahib Maulvi Ahul Quasem was no more. Perhaps it is the 
only certainty which happens in this world and which will come to each of 
us sooner or later. The time during which T came in touch with our late 
honourable friend I had really great admiration for him. He was bold and 
frank in his convictions. He was always hold in expressing what he 
thought. That is one of the sterling qualities which he had and which is 

conspicuous in most of us by its absence. With tlie^e words. Sir, I support 

the resolution moved by the J^eader of the House. 

Mf. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, on behalt of (he Natiojialist Part\ 

1 whole-heartedly su])port the resolution moved by my friend, the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hossain. The late Mr. Ahul Quasem 
was really a great figliter in the field of politics. He was a straightforward 
politician and man of strong con vici ions. This ( ouncil has lost in 
him a really goml and brilliant speaker. I might have differences with 
him on many political issues but all differences are now hushed for ever, 
and now that the light on the side of existence has been extinguished, let 
the light of lieaven shine his path and may his soul rest in peace. This is 
my prayer. With these words, 1 commend the resolution to the acceptance 
of the wlnde House. AIlah-ho-Akbar. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Mr. Pre.sident, Sir, I wish to associate 
myself with the remarks of the Honourable the Leader of the House and 
to pay a tribute to the memory of the late Khan Sahib Maulvi Ahul Quasem 
whose-passing away is keenly felt by each of the members of this party. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Sir, 1 beg to associate myself with the 
resolution moved by the Hon’ble the Leader of the' House. Khan 
Sahib Maulvi Abul Quasem was one of the most prominent members of 
this"" House. What we valued most in him was the utter frankness with 
which he always expressed himself. We had sometimes our differences 
viith him. In life it often happens that there are differences among the 
best of friends; but what remains is the memory of personal relationship. 
The late Khan 8uliib Abul Quaseiu was a man of such sincere and cordial 
feelings, a man of such a warm heart that even those who differed most 
violently ' with him could not help admiring him' and having a soft corner 
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in tbeij? l^^t fpr him, Wl^en deatli, as a great 

sh^ek.^ lard to believe tbat ai who was so quick, a person who 

had 80 much vitality in him and who was so much alive, should have been 
cut away in his prime before the promise which his life held could be^ 
fulfilled, I am sure everybody in this House will agree that Bengal is the 
poorer by his death today. May his soul rest in peace ! 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir^ it is a most 
melancholj’' duty on my part to associate myself and my parjty with the 
reflolution of condolence j^hich has been moved by the HonTile the 
Leader of the House. Sir, it breaks my heart when I find myself^^peaking 
today on the death of one whom I held very dear indeed, I had known 
Khan Sahib Maulvi Abul Quasem for a very long time, and you, too, Sir, 
have known him for nearly as many years as I have known him. \.ou will 
therefore be able to realise and appreciate when I say that the qi^alities 
which Abul Quasem had — and w'hich were so patent and obvious^ in him 
it is very difficult to find another man like him easily in this world. 
AVe have heard jnembers paying a tribute to his ability, to his intelligence 
and to his forcible speeches, debating power, and so forth. These gifts, 
of course, he had; but there are others also who can have such gifts. They 
are not very rare in this w^orld. But what he had and what is very rarfe in 
this w^orld is sterling honesty, reliability and character, which in the 
present political atmosphere of this country, I regret to say, is very rare 
to come across indeed. Mr. Quasem’s party allegiance can be considered 
as ideal but he never allowed his party allegiance to interfere with the- 
welfare of the country as a whole. He was a person who always felt very 
deeply for the poorer classes of this country and in every action and speech 
of his he showed how deeply he felt for them. The CounciTs Ibss at his 
death has indeed been irreparable, but that is not the only thing. I think 
Bengal has lost what it will be many years before she can regain. With 
these words, I join the prayer of the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
that his soul may rest in peace. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Mr. President, Sir, 

I whole-heaftcflly support the resolution moved by the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House condoling the sad death of Khan Sahib Maulvi Abul Quasem 
and associate myself fully with the noble sentiments expressed b\ difiereiit 
speakers of this House in eulogy of the departed soul. . Unfortunately, 
when he died in Calcutta 1 was not present here and I did not know of this 
calamity until I saw the report about the condolence resolution passed in 
the other Hou^e. I was mortified to find that a man of his health, and so 
young, shotild have died so suddenly. But death does not know 
when to come. Although late Khan Sahib Abul Quasem and myself ^!jdi4 
not see eye to eye as regards political issues, we used to admire 
for the sincerity of purpose which we both possessed. Khan SahiJj Xbul 
Quasem often roared in this House like a lion and most bitterly criticized 
bis political opponents injluding myself; but I remember that he 
came to me after the speech and apologised for the remarks which It^might 
have made against me personally. I also used to apologise to hinHEor hard 
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words which I hjdjfht havt’^fd:ag^ him.. That shows .how sincere w^ 
were to each* other thdugli we differed in the ^ political %ld. As other 
speakers would like to speak/ I do not wanijtb take the precious time o1 
the House any more. I pi*ay io the Almighty that his soul may rest in 
peace. With these words, • I associate myself fully with the resolution. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The Chair associates itself whole-heartedly with the 
sentiments expressed by the honourable members representing all sections 
of the Council in supporting the condolence resolution moved by the 
Hon ’hie the Leader of the House about the death of Khan Sahib Maulvi 
^bul Quasem, one of our valued colleagues. 

, ^ The Bf^hih’s distinguished academic career gave a promise of his 

future eminence in the public life of this province. After taking the M.A. 
degree in English, he accepted appointment as a Lecturer in the Inter- 
mediate College, Dacca. But he soon joined the Alipore Bar where he 
succeeded ih establishing a lucrative practice. Thereafter, he became an 
advocate of the High Court and continued to practise there till his death. 

He became a member of Jhe old Bengal Legislative Council from the 
Khulna Rural Muslim Constituency. In 1940 he was returned to this 
House, through indirect election. Besides this, he was actively associated 
with several official and non-official public institutions of this province. 
He rendered commendable services as a member of the Wakf Board and of 
the Bengal Land Revenue Commission. As a member of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council and of the Khulna District Board, the Khan Sahib vigorously 
championed the cause of the rural population and was instrumental in 
.securing relief for them in many ways. He was nominated a Fellow of 
the Calcuitta University where he attracted attention by his keen 
advocacy^of the spread of Islamic culture. 

As a legislator, the Khan Sahib often made valuable contributions to 
the proceedings of this House. His speeches always reflected his courage 
of conviction and were marked with clarity of expression. 

..I believe it is the unanimous desire of the. House that a message of 
sympathy should he sent on our behalf to his family in this great loss. 

(Voices: Yeg.) 

In honour of his memory, 1 would request the honourable members 
io rise in their places. 

(HohouTable members rose in their places.) 

. Thank you» 

of respect to the memory of Sir John Herbert and Khan Sahib Abul 
Quasem the House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Ad]ournmeiit. 

The Coimcil then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday, the Sth February 

194 * 4 , 
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Members absent 

The following members Were absent from the meeting p|i 7tb 
February,. 1944 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Ehan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

(33‘®r. Jfur Ahmed. 

(4) Mr, Kader Baksh. 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Eeza Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(8) Mr. Kamini Eumar Dutta. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran 

(10) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(11) Mr. Karesh Nath Mookerjee. 

(12) Mr. Bankini Chandra Mukherji. 

(13) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(14) Mr. E. S. Purssell. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Eashid. 

(10) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Fird SessicNi, 1944~>No. 2. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 8th February, 1944, at 2 p.m., being 
the second day of the First Session of 1944, pursuaut to section 62 (2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Distribution of Government grants to aided schools. 

1. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
of the Education Department be pleased to state why the Government 
grant'j to aided schools have not yet been distributed to the schools other 
than those classed as “Central Schools”? 

(b) What is the total number of students attending the ‘‘Central 
Schools” and what grants have they received? 

{v) Why are the Government anxious to close all schools and colleges 
in Calcutta as per their commvniquh of the 25th June,' 1942, and of the 
12th September, 1942? Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly explain what he 
meant by his statement in this Council on the 12th Septeinl)er, 1942, that 
he served the interest of education by closing the institutions? Are the 
Government aware that the authorities of many institutions for their financial 
lo»8 due to their closing from December, 1941, till June, 1942, were prepared 
to keep their institutions open on their own responsibility as there were no 
disturbances? 

(d) Are the Government now ready with their scheme of residential 
institutions in the “safe areas”? Do they adhere to it and are they ready 
to publish it? 

(e) Have the Government heli>ed any private institution to evacuate to 
the ^‘safe areas” andjollowed any uniform principle of giving grants to such 
institutions? How many such institutions have applied for Government 
assistance to s^rt such residential branches, hut have not yet got it? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hofi'ble Mr. TamuiMMin Khan): {a) Govemment do not encourage girls 

remain in danger zones like Calcutta; but as it vras realised that some 
girk Would have to remain in Calcutta because their parents could not leave 
4 
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the city or arrange for sending the girls away, certain schools were 
selected in central places to serve the educational requirements of the girls 
living in the neighbourhood. All other schools were advised to close down 
temporarily. To these ‘‘CentraP’ Schools, regular and enhanced grants- 
in-aid are being paid. Certain other schools, situated in outlaying parts 
of the city from which girls could not conveniently attend the Central 
Schools were also allowed to work as “approved’' schools. All other girls^ 
schools were asked to close down and schools which insisied on keeping 
open against the advice of the Department, were not paid any grant-in- 
aid. Almost all tlie girls’ schools in the city co-operated with the scheme. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(c) Government advised the closing of all schools (but not Men’s 
Colleges) as a temporal*}' measure, because it was considered desirable to 
remove cdiildren and women away from vulnerable areas. In September, 
1942, schools and colleges in Calcutta were asked to close down temporarily 
in view of the disturbed political condition in the City. Had the institu- 
tions been kept open in the then state of excitement and disturbance, no 
serious work would have been possible while school children and college 
students might have been involved in the disturbances with unfortunate 
consequences. It wus, therefore, in the interest of their educatioii that the 
institutions were closed. Particular institutions might have been unaft'ect- 
ed, it is true; but their pupils might have been victims on their wav to and 
from school. 

(d) The scheme was to build unit hostels of ap])roved I'niittern in 14 
centres in non-vul^ei able and suitable areas ainl to attach these hostels to 
apj)roved schools or to establish temporarily new schools, which would work 
by arrangement in existing school buildings in these areas. As only a 
small number of school children a])])eared t<.* be ready to join the inoposed 
residential units, as an experimental measure only H unit hostels were pro- 
posed to be put up at Murshidalrad. (Out of a total school population of 
roughly 252,000, only 528 appeared to l>e willing to go to the proposed 
residential units.) The idea was that if after these units were established 
and found to work well, more children were ready to go, more units would 
be put up in other areas. In view, however, of the prevailing altered cir- 
cumstances and the heavy rise in the (price of building materials, the scheme 
for the construction of 3 unit hostels had to be held in abeyance. 

(e) Roughly about 50 Indian schools evacuated to safe areas; some of 
these schools moved out because their buildings were requisitioned for Civil 
Defence or military purposes. In such cases, ample and adequate com- 
I>ensation has l)eeri paid. Financial assistance has been given to 
8l. Soholastica’s Convent, Chittagong, St. Placid’s School and the Welland 
Goldsmith School, Calcutta. The case of each institution was dealt with 
on its own merits and no rigid “uniform” rules were laid down. The cases 
of two other girls’ schools are under examination. 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What are the names of the two other 
girls’ schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what provisions the Government made for the school teachers when 
the schools were forced to go out of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: All that I know, Sir, is that 
some special grants were made for school teachers who were affected by the 
crisis. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
suitable or rather ample provisions had been made in London which was 
the target of German air-raid for school teachers who were forced to go out 
of the city? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of that. 

AILIncha Spinners’ Association and Khadi Pratisthan, etc. 

2. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the All-India Spinners’ Association, the Khadi Pratisthan and the Khadi 
Mondal have Iveen decdared illegal by the Government of Bengal? 

(h) Is it a fact that the stocks of khadi and the moneys of those institu- 
tions have l>eeri seized by the Government? 

^c) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{i) the places where such seizures have been made, showing against the 
name of institution or institutions whose stocks or money have 
been seized ; 

(//) the value of the stock so seized; and 

(m) the amount of cash money seize<l? 

(d) Will the Government l>e pleased to state how they have dealt with 
the stocks or moneys tlius seized and what portion, if any, of such stocks 
has been used by the Government ? 

(e) Have not such seizures and stopping of those institutions resulted in 
the increase of acuteness about the shortage of cloth supplies? If so, will 
Government consider the desirability of removing the ban on those institu- 
tions ? 

minister in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) A .statement is laid on the Table showing 
the associations that have been declared illegal. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Statements are laid on the Table so far as can be compiled. 
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{d) Stocks and money seized are in custody of Government except 
for such articles of clothing*, etc., as were lequisitioned and used for the 
relief of distress in the areas affected hy the cyclone and tidal wave of 16th 
October, 1942. 

(e) I do not think so.' No. 


Statement referred to in reply to qiic.dton JSo. 2(a). 

Statement showing names of institutions declared unlawful under the 
Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act. 


(1) All-India Spinners’ AswociatioJi ai Knglislibaziir, Malda town, 

Malda. 

(2) Sadullapur sul)-branch of the All-India J^unners^ Association, 

Malda. 

(3) Sersalii sub-branch ot tlie All-India Spinners’ Association, Malda. 

(4) Bistupur branch ot tii(‘ All-India S])inners’ A.ssociation, Birbhum. 

(5) Sibdaspiir branch of tlie All-India Spinners’ Association, Birbhum. 

(6) Boljnir Siation Road branch of tlic All-India Spinners’ Association, 

Birbliuin. 

(7) Sautiniketnn branch ot the All-India S])iuners’ Association, 

Birbhum . 


(8) All-India Spinners’ Association at Banglabazar, Dacca. 

(9) Abhoy Asram at Bakhari, Dacca. 

(10) Malikanda Abhoy Asram, Dacca. 

(11) All-India Spinners’ Association at Ilaijmra, Dacca. 

(12) All-India Spinnors’ Association (Al)hoy Asram) at Sanishal.ad, 

Dacca . 

Assoemtion at follcn-e Street Market, Calcutta 

(14) All-India Spinners’ Association at TO, Ashutosh Mukharii Road 

Calcutta. ' ’ 

(15) Comilla Khadi BLaudar, Comilla. Tippera. 

Hr! fx Association, lipjwra. 

(17) Bralimanbana f’liarka Bidialava, Tij)|iera 

(“i tf.Ti,'"'"'' f Tipp™. 

{J^f) Asta Mahamaya Centre, Tip|>era. ^ 


state, xxrnt refered to reid,, to qae.tiou yo. 2{c)0). 

Names of institutions where stoc ks of khadi and/or money have been seized. 

(1) Rajshahi Khadi Pratisthan, Rajshahi. 

2 Atrai Khadi Pratisthan, Atrai, Rajshahi. 

® l!.gU.bW.r, 
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(6) Sadullapur sub-branch of the All-India Spinners^ Association, 

Englishbazar police-station, Malda. 

(7) Sersahi sub-branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association, Kalia- 

chak police-sin tion, Malda. 

(8) Bistupur branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association, Rahmal- 

pur police-station, Birbhum. 

(J)) Bolpur Station Road branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association, 
Bolpur police-station, Birbhum. 

(10) All-India Spinners’ Association at Banglabazar, Sutrapur police- 

station, Dacca. 

(11) Abhoy Asram at Bakhari, Sbivalaya police-station, Dacca. 

(12) Malikanda Abhoy Asram, Dohar ix)lice-station, Dacca. 

(13) All-India Spinners’ Assoc iation at Raipura, RaijTura, Dacca. 

(14) All-India Spinners’ Association (Abhoy Asram) at Samshabad, 

Nawabganj police-si a tion, Dacca. 

(15) All-India Spinnei\s’ Association at C’ollege Street Market, Calcutta. 

(16) Munshirhat Kliadi Pratisthan, (.’hhagalnaiya ]X)lice-station, Noa- 

khali. 

(17) Rajumiarhat Khadi Pratisthan, Uttarpanua village, Chhagalnaiya 

police-station, Noakliali. 

(18) Santirhat Darogahat Khadi Pratisthan. Kaiara village, Chhagal- 

naiya police-station, Noakliali. 

(‘1 9) Parasliiiram Khadi Mondal, Kolapara village, Parashuram police- 
station, Noakhali. 

(2()) Oomilla Khadi Bhandar, Comilla, Tippera. 

(21) Baghi branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association, Nasirnagar 

police-station, Tipix?ra. 

(22) Brahmanbaria Charka Bidyalaya, Tippera. 

(23) Dokarna branch of the All-India Spinners’ A\ssociation, Nasirnagar 

police-station, Tipjiera. 

(24) Asta Mahamaya (^entre, Faridganj police-station, Tippera. 

(25) Barkanta branch of the All-India Sjiinneis’ Association, Chandina 

jxilice-station, Tipjiera. 

(26) Siddiganj Bazar branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association, 

Muradnagar jxilice-station, Tippera. 

(27) Bitghar branch of the All-India Spinners’ Association, Nabinagar 

ixilice-station, Tippera. 

\Note . — Item No. (26) has since been released.] 

Statement referred to in reply to question No. 2 (c){ii) and (Hi). 
Value of stock 8eize<l — Rs. 99, 201-7-3. 

Amount of cash money seized— R8.4,994-14-n (includin^r bank dept>sit 
of Rs.l, 918-7-6). 

Mr. HARIDA« MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (d), will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleaded to state whether the moneys seized and kept in the 
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custody of GoverumeEt will be refunded to the organisations from whoi 
they have been seized when the ban on such organisations will be removed! 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 cannot tell you what wil 
be done. I do not know when the properties seized will be given back. J 
think it will depend on the time. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANABIS: Sir, may I know under 
what authority and under what rule or law tliese things were confiscated 
and whether they will be returned when the ban is removed? 

The Hon’ble Khwajja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These thing.s were not 
confiscated. They were seized. I cannot give the lioiiourable member an 
assurance whether Government will return (he things even when the ban 
will be removed. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANABIS; If the> are not confiscated, 
may I know wliether Government is entitled to n*tai]i them inrlefinitely ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mohalaiiabis, \ou cannot argue with the 
Hon’ble Minister. If yon have got any othei (jiiestions to put for eliciting 
further information yon can do so. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANABIS: AVill the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether (jovernmeni aie entitled to retain thing.s indi- 
finiteJy without confiscating them? 

The Hon’bic Khwdjs Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would retei’ (fie iionourabl© 
member to the section under which the> liave been seized. 


Mr. NARE8H NATH MUKHERJEE : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Khadi I’ratisthan runs a very larije chain oi ifiocers’ shops in the 
city and that this confiscation has rcMilted in ilie closing down of their 
whole organisation much to the inconvenience ol the people of Culcuttai' 
I would like to know wliether the Hon'hle Minister proposes at least to allow 
ies( s ops to be reopened, because even when it was impossible to get goad 
rue and also ghee from Hovernment shops and the markets, this organisa- 
tion met the needs of the people very well!^ 

Ion"'” Mutlmie.. pi™, put your <|ii<.sliou in qiip.tion 


All ripl,., Si,y Will ,1,0 Hon bl. 

;t:’;rr;;!,i:ii,ir,T •" "" 

_ _ Tta H.„.bl. Kl,w,i. ,ir HAIIMUDDIH: No. ,Sir. ,i|l .h. I. 

Mr, NARESH NATH MUKHERieb. it 

“ '•! of the Khadi ]“isllr„;l 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMunniu. v 

tile Khadi Pratisthan is still under the ban* run by 
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Mft HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ble Ministei’ please state 
whether the amount obtained from the sale of the stock of the Khadi 
Pratisthan requisitioned for the relief of distress will be credited to the 
.account of the Pratisthan 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 could not follow your question; please make it 
clear. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR; A certain quantity of khaddar and other 
clothings have been requisitioned from the Khadi Pratisthan and other 
organisations for the relief, ostensibly, of distress in certain villages. 
My question is whether the amounts that will be realised or may be realised 
from the sale of those goods will be credited to the account of the Khadi 
Pratisthan when the ban will be removed. I want to know how this 
accounting will be made up. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: J Pile accounting oi valuation 
of the stuff used for the relief of the distressed will take place afterwards. 

Family allowance of Srijut Prafulla Kumar Choee. 

3. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e jdeased to state — 

(a) whether Srijut Prafulla Kumar (ihose, l^leader, Bongaoii, Jessote, 
is a security prisoner, confined in the Jessore Jail; 

(h) if so, since when he has been so confined ; 

(c) what is the amount that has been sanctiontj as allowances for the 

maintenance of his family; 

(d) whether he has sent a i>etition piaying for reconsideration of ihe 

allowances sanctioned for his family; and 

(e) if so, what has been the result ? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The security prisoner was 
released on 29th April, 194- He has l>een granted a family allowance of 
Rfi.40 per mensem for the pericKl of his detention as a security prisoiieu 

Detentiofi of Dr. Bhupal Bose. 

4. Mf« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department l)e pleased: to state — 

(a) w^hefher Dr. Bhupal Bose was released in dime, on medical 

grounds and whether be has again been made a security prisoner 
from Aprilol940, and is now confined in the Kajshahi dail, 

(h) whether it is not a fact that he has a large nuin})er of de{>endants 
to support and that all iwoi>erties were confiscated by the Govern- 
ment at the time of his first arrest in 1930; 

(c) whether Government received representation, and if so, how many, 
from him from time to time for suiialde maintenance allowance 
his family; what has become of those petitions; and 
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(d) if the G-overnment propose to consider his case and grant his family 
due maintenance allowance without further delay; if not, what 
are the grounds for such lefusal; whether in the alternative the 
Government propose t(y release him to enalde him to earn his* 
livelihood and maintain his family? 


The Hotl’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (^/) Yes. He is^ow detained 
in ihe Buxa Special Reserve Jail. 

(fj) One of his brothers with his family (consisting of wife and four 
minor (‘hildren) was pracficalh dependent on him. 

His projwties were not confisca (cd by the (lovernment at the time of 
his arrest in 1930. 

(r) and (d) Som(‘ lepiesenfntions tiom the prisoner for family allowance 
were received i)y Ihe (Tovernment .-aid on careful consideration a monthly 
alb'wancp of Rs.40 was sanctioned to the .security prisoner’s brother Babu 
Subodh Chandra Bose with effect from the 1st August, 1942. This amount 
has been enhanced to Rs.8f) with effect from the 1st April, 1943, under the 
liberal policy of the present Ministry. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Does the Hon ble Minister 
think thui Rs. 80 is quite adequate for the needs of the family he has just 
now mentioned 

The Hon'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a hundred per cent. 

increase. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M hen the present Ministry raised it to 
Rs. 80, may 1 enquire what was the price of rice per maund? Was it 
Rs. 40 per mannd? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notiw*: 
h()iii)ural)le iiienil)ei' knows better. 


I think the 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
explain wii.i |,e emphasised the words “liberal policy” when he cannot 
answer tins question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think. Sir, no answer is 

required to this question. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
sae 1 an .i onauee of Its. 80 to the family is commensurate with the 
TaJuable properly confiscated:-' 

kind?® NAZIMUDDIN: AVill the honourable member 

kindly read the answer before putting the question? 


Inundation in the Ksmdi sUbdivisAn. 

charge o^f'^t^r^ PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commur ations and Works Department be pleased to state- 

fa) whether It ts a fact that during the rainy season the whole neighbour- 
^ country near Purandarpur village on the west of 
dharghat Road in the Kandi subdivision, in the Murshidobad 
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district, becomes heavily inuudated by the embankment at Banka 
endangering^ life and property damaging crops and culti- 
vation ; 

(h) whether this fact has been duly brought to the notice of the District 
authorities by the local residents; 

(el whether in April, 1942, the affected area was in consequence 
inspected by the then Distiiot Magistrate, Mr. Hiran Lai 
Mukherjee, along with Prince Kasim Ali Mirza and Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal, m.l.a. ; 

{d) whether as a result of that local investigation, the Executive Engi- 
neer, Nadia-Murshidabad, was charged with further investigation 
into the matter and to send up a report ; and 
(e) the result that has ensued so far as an outcome of that emiuiiv and 
investigation ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (a) Yes. The 
area known as Hijal area is subject to inundation in years of heavy rainfall. 

(b) and (e) Yes. 

(d) and {e) The area is a natural depression and is flooded in years of 
heavy rainfall by the simultaneous discharge of the hill torrents — More, 
Brahmani and Dwarka. A number of embankments erected by private 
parties interfere with the drainage. The que.stion of relief is under consi- 
deration. 


Crimes against women. 

6. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministei in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the crimes against 
women have increased in Bengal during the last ten years? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister awaie that the traffic in women for immoral 
purposes has not l>een checked by the workings of the Easteim Bengal and 
Assam Disorderly House Act and the Bengal Suppression of Imuuual Traffic 
Act? 

(c) ’Do the Government propose to form a small committee of officials 
and nan-officials ti> review the working of these two Acts and 1o suggest 
proper amendments io them? If not, why not? 

(d) la it a fact that the number of brothels in all important towns of 
Bengal has increased during the last ten yeai^P 

(e) If 80 , what measures have been adopted and are intended to l>e taken 
to check the growth of brothels in Bengal towns ? 

The Hon’Me Khwi^e Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, on the whole. 

(b) These Acts have undoubtedly contributed towards* suppressing the 
evil. 
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(c) No.* 

(d) I have no information about districts. Ihe number of brothels in 
Calcutta considerably decreased during the j>enod. hour hundred and 
eighty-one brothels have been closed down in the five years 1938-42; the 
number has, however, been increasing from the year 1942. 

(e) Usual action under the Bengal Supjnession of Immoral Traffic Act 
is taken. 

Mr. Suresh Chandra Gupta. 

7. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoirble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be jdeased to state — 

(fi) if he is aware that Mr. Suresh (’handra (lupta of Barisal is a security 
prisoner and Ids wife Mrs. Hemlata Gupta is also a home 
internee ; 

(6) if he is aware that she is burdened with two unmarried daughters 
and is entirely dej)ei]dent on Jier husband; and 

(c) if the answer to the parts (a) and (6) be in the affirmative, whether 
the Goveninient proj)ose to relieve her distress by granting a suit- 
aide monthly allowance without further delay 

The Hon’ble Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) An allowance of Its. 60 moiitli has already been grunted to the 
wife with effect from tlie date ot the security prisoner\s arrest. 


Maintenance of the family of persons detained under rates 2S and 129 
of the Defence of India Rules. 

8. Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0HALANABI8: Will the Hon Me 

Minister in charffe of file Hoine Dopartnienf l>e pleased to state whether 
Goyerunient have sranted any allowance for the maintenance of the family 
any edu(atioii of flic cliildrcn of all or any of the persons detaiueil under 
rules 26 and 129 of the Defence of India llules ? If not, wull the Government 
e p eased to grant Midi allowance'; to minimise the hardships to the familv 
and children of such persons ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In deserving cases Govern- 
mon ave gianted maintenance allowance to the families of security prisoners 
detatned under rule 26 of the I)efen<-,e of India Rules. ‘ 

hed?tired'for'''‘'ti!'''‘'r' 

cases as exnedir^^^l Every effort is made to examine their 

further under either detained 

detained under ml, or r ' •, ^ “Hfwances granted to prisoners 

.h„. ™ , , yr *•;' "■ '™" «» -f —'t. 

" Hui spe nt as pn.soners under rule J 29 . 

years^^T^nonouLwrCmwCTn™ f”'' tlhe piwwiing 

Bengal and Assam Disorderly CjrArt an^mr?. J"" amendment of tha Mmitem 
which are under consideration at piZnt ^ ^ ’’“PP™""!"" of Immoml Tm«8 Act. 
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Mr. NACENORA NATH MOHALANABI8: May I enquire whether 
there are a set of rules declaring who are deserving and who are not deserving, 
or it depends on the discretion of the Hon’ble Minister in individual cases? 

* The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Government decide who are 
deserving and who are not deserving. Government follow a particular 
principle on which each case is decided. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALANABI8: May I know the principle 
on which it is decided ^ 

Th© Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the honourable 
member to the various communique^ issued on this (luestion from time to 
time. 

Employment of unemployed poor teachers. 

9. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministei in 
charge of the Edu( ation l>epartment lie pleased to state whether the atten- 
tion of the Govpinment has been drawn to the fact that the poor teachers 
employed in the various educational institutions of the Province are suffering 
heavily for the dislocation of tlieir work and tlie abnormal rise in the price 
of the foodstuff's and cloth? 

(h) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to absorb them in 
some work couiie<'t(‘d with the civil defence of the country or otherwise with- 
out further loss of time ? If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. 

(b) The applications of such teachers receive due consideration in the 
departments concerned. 

Abnormally high prices of foodstuffs. 

IP. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Hevenue Department be pleased to state if he is aware that the agri- 
culturists in Bengal are undergoing great hardships on account of abnormally 
high prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life? 

(h) If 80 , what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal 
to give relief to the agriculturists of Bengal by way of remission of rent, 
grant of agricultural and other loans on a larger scale and otherwise? 

(c) Is it a fact that widespread distress prevails among the agriculturists 
in the district of Chittagong, and many are actually starving there? 

(d) If so, do the Government propose to open test relief centres at suii- 
id)le places at Chittagong for the relief of the agriculturists and landless 
labourers of Chittagong? If not, why not? 

What is the total amount of money that has been advanced (?) by 
of agricultural loan, (ii) by way of crop loan, and (Hi) by way of 
mtuitous relief in Bengal in tbe years 19a8-3fl, 1939-40, 1940-41,^ 1941-42, 
1942-43 and up to 30th June, UMiC bow much in each district of Bengal ; 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hott'ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) In aroas where there has been a failure 
of crops due to natural calamities or other causes, the small agriculturists 
are undergoing hardships on account of abnornially high prices of foodstufts 
and othei‘ necessaries of life. Big agriculturists, however, grow sufficient 
foodgrains for consumption and sale and are not badly off. 

{h) The high prices of staple food crops have lienefited the agriculturists 
to some extent. Remission of rent is, however, granted in deserving cases. 
A total sum of Rs.l has so tar been sanctioned as agricultural 

loan during the current financial year. 

(c) Vide reply to (rt). The agriculturists are not tlie worst sufferers. 

(</) (xovernment have already opened test relief centres at suitable 
places in the district of Chittagong for landless labourers and other dis- 
tressed persons. 

(e) A statement is laid in the Library. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; With reference to (/>), 
will the Ilon’hle Minister please let us know the amount of remission of rent 
granted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In tlie whole province 
or in one district 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: In the whole ])roviuce. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I want notice. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Ai •ising out of (/;), what is the amount of remission 
in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 cannot mention the 
anunint offhand. 


Deaths due to starvation in Chittagong. 

11. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Tlon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Deixirtment be pleased to state if it is a fact that many deaths 
due to starvation have occurred in Chittagong town and rural areas and 
their number is daily on the increase? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is a matter of regret 
that many deaths have occurred from starvation and allied causes. The 
number of such deaths is, however, now decreasing. 


Declaration of Chittagong as a famine area. 

12. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Depaitineut nleased to state if the Government propose to declare 
aitta^ng a famme area and to take prompt measures for the relief of 
the suffering of the people in Chittagong on the lines of those taken in 
Midnapore after the recent cyclone and flood? If not, why not? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAs The desirability of 
declariii^» fawine in the most distressed areas of the Province is under the 
^•onsideratioii of Government. Meanwhile, steps have been taken in Chitta- 
jfonpf aionft: with other distressed areas to administer relief on a famine 
basis. 


Strikes in Jute mills. 


13 . Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the (<nmmerce, Labour and Industries Dei>artment be pleased 
*0 state the number of strikes and trade disputes with number of workers 
iffecteJ bv the same in the jute mills of Ben, gal from Se]>tember, 1939, to 
June, KG3, year by year, and what are Ihe causes of the same and what 
Rleps the Government have taken to meet the grievances f)f the jute mill 
^^’orkers ? 

(/;) Will the Hon’ble Minister also please state how many times' during 
the present war the »Jiite Mills Association resorted to sealing of looms anvi 
shortening of hours and give all relevant facts and figures showing the 
iiiniibei' cf woi'kers affected by the same on each oc(‘asion with reference 
to theii’ loss of employment and decrease in earnings? How many workers 
were (iisini^sed in all jute mills owing to the last sealing of looms by 10 per 
cent, r 

Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what preventive steps the 
Govoiinncnt have taken to stabilise the situation and jirotect the jute workers 
aguin-t fre(|uerit dismissals and loss of earnings? It no preventive steps 
have heen taken, what is the reason therefor? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (/G There were 
111 dispute.s in different jute mills in Bengal from Septemher. 193ft. to dune, 
1943, i.c., 20 in I93f), Hi in lf)4t), 14 in 1941. 38 in 1942, and 23 in 1943 (up 
to June). It is difficult to c(o •]>ile figures, yeai by year, of number of 
workers affected and will take time. The causes that led to the strikes hi 
most cases included demands for increase in wages, dearness allowance, 
etc.; and in recent cases of strikes demand for the increased quota of 
ioodgrains at cheap rates and supply of ration have been the main causes. 

Government and the Labour (kmimissioner have advised employees from 
time to time as deemed necessary and various concessions have been granted 
botweeii September, 1939, and Tune, 1943, 

(^) A statement showing the alterations made by the Indian Jute Mills 
Association in the working hours of jute mills and in the number of looms 
'forking since the outbreak of the war is placed on the Table. 


f am informed that it is not possible for the Association to furnish the 
f^^uuljer of workers financially affected on each occasion but that in many 
^ases the Workers were absorbed into work of a temporary nature and with 
fhp <xistence of a heavy leave roster, they were also absorbed into normal 
fjccupations. 



24 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [8th Feb., 

10,609 workers were out of employment consequent upon the sealing of 
looms. 

(c) Individual cases of dismissal were taken iij) with the employers and 
workers reinstated whenever possible. 


Statenienf referred to in reply to (itfefftfon No. 13(h). 

Indian Jute Mills Association. 

Working Time Agreement: Working hours m Jute Mills. 

From 13th September, 1939 — 45 liouis per week. 

From 25th September, 1939 — 54 hours per week. 

From 3rd November, 1939 — 60 hours per week. 

From 8th April, 1940 — 54 hours per week. 

From 19th August, 1940 —45 hours per week. 

From September, 1940— Mills should close one week in September, 
October and November and again in danuary and March, 1941, and there- 
after 45 hours per week without closing any weeks. 

From 1st September, 1941 — 50 hours per week. 

From 13th ()ctol)er, 1941 — 54 hours per week. 

From 6th November, 1941 — 60 hours per w^eek. 

From 18th May, 1942 — 54 hours per w^eek with 10 per cent, looms sealed. 

From 15th March, 1943 — 60 hours per w^eek without sealing any loom. 

From 17th May, 1943 — 54 hours pei* week with 10 per cent, of looms 
sealed. 

From 14th June, 1943 — 54 hours i)er week without sealing any loom. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURYS Is the Hon’ble Minister aw^are of the 
fact that several jute mills have been taken over by the military in 
Barrackpoj'e subdivision and several hundreds of men have lost their jobs 
in consequence, and that many thousands have to work complicated multiple 
shifts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: May I submit. Sir, that 
this question does not arise? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I was also going to say that the question does not 
arise. 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: My question (c) refers to loss of jobs 
to sealing o£ looms but my present question refers to Joss of jobs due 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, not. 


■ VI uuie. 


14. Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHiidv 

Minister in charge of the Commercp T Hon’t)le 

pleased to state if he is aware Industries Department he 

aware that the .Tute Mills Association have 
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the maximum purchasing price of raw jute at Bs. 10 or thereabout per maund 
by what is known as a Gentleman’s Agreem'ent amongst the members of 
the mills? 

• (h) Is he also aware of tlie fact that in order to force down the price of 
raw jute to this level the railways and steamers are refusing to take jute 
from mofussil centres except for the members of the Jute Mills Association? 
Do the Government propose to take up this question with the Central Gov- 
ernment and the Jute Mills Association with a view to removing the 
grievances of the growers? 

The Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUPDIN; (a) Yes, but the prices 
fixed by the Association are for all Jat Jute. 


Tops, Bs.l9; Middles, Bs.l7; Bottoms, Bs.l4. 
(h) No. 


Muslim Female Medical Practitioners in Bengal. 


15. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
what at present is the total number of lady doctors or female medical prac- 
titioners in Bengal? 

(h) What is the ratio of lady doctors to per thousand women population 
in Bengal ? 

(c) (i) How many medical schools and colleges have been established 
exclusively for lady students, and (ii) in ho-w many medical schools and 
medical colleges special facilities are given to girl students ? 

(d) What is the total number of girl students in — 

(i) medical schools; and 

{ii) medical colleges in Bengal ; 

and out of this number, how many are Muslims and how many are non- 
Muslims ? 


(c) What arrangements and facilities exist at present for the training of 
pardanashin Muslim girls in medical schools and colleges of Bengal? 

{/) Do the Government propose to provide special facilities for the train- 
ing of pardanashin Muslim girls in medical schools and colleges ? If not, 
not? 


iv) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that tliere'is a great demand for lady 
doctors, especially Muslim lady doctors, in Bengal? 

(h) If so, do the Government propose to provide suitable conditions and 

Cl 1 les to Muslim girls to attract them to the medical profession ? If not, 
not? F , 


CovJSuZ!? " PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 

ilalaiiirfifi- department (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

Briff*- *?*'•***)! (o) There are about 172 registered female medical 
P actitioners m this Province. 
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(b) One per two hundred thousand women. 

(c) (i) None. 

(n) Special facilities are given to girl students in the Medical College, 
Calcutta, as well as in seven out of the nine recognised medical schools in 
the Province. 

(<f) (t) Eighty-five, of which 5 are Muslims and 80 non-Muslims. 

(«) Fifty (in the Medical College, Calcutta), up to the end of the Session 
I 94 I 43 , of which one was a Muslim and the rest non-Muslims. Thirteen 
girl students have been selected for admission into the Medical College, 
Calcutta, during the current session, out of which 2 are Muslims. There are 
no girl students in the Carmichael Medical College, Belgachia. 

(e) and (/) There are no special arrangements for the training of par^ 
nashin Muslim girls in the medical colleges and schools. It is not possible 
to make separate arrangements for the atiendance of pd'f' dfias in gir 
students at lectures, practical classes and hospital wards. 

(g) and (h) I am aware of the urgent need for lady doctors generally, 
including Muslim lady doctors, in this Province. Steps will be taken with 
the return of nonnal times to increase their number as far as practicable. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state the reason why medical schools or colleges exclusively for women 
have not been opened in Bengal? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, will you kindly repeat your question? 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why medical schools or colleges exclusively for women have 
not been opened in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: There has 
been no serious demand up to this time. 


Bahu Kishori Kishore Sarkar. 

16. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state—k' 

(a) whether Babu Kishori Mohan Sarkar, a lunatic, son of Babu Hara- 

dhan Sarkar, of Bongong town, district Jessore, was arrested by 
the Police in the year 1936 ; 

(b) whether the said lunatic was transferred to the Jessore District Jail; 

and 

(c) what is his condition and the place where he is detained nowP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD i (a) The 

correct name of the person referred to is Kishori Kishore Sarkar. Ho waa 
arrested in 1938. 

,(6) Yes. 
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(c) Hia general physical condition is good. His mental condition is 
improving. The delusions from which he used to •Buffer are progressively 
fading and appearing less frequently. He is now detained in the Dum Dum 
Gentral Jail. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why a lunatic is kept in jail instead of being sent to 
lunatic asylums of Eanchi or Mankundo? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; On 

account of particular symptoms of this patient he was put in the Dum Dum 
Central Jail, He was not showing signs for which lunatics are required to 
be* kept in lunatic asylums. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: What are the special reasons, in the 
opinion of the Hon’ble Minister, that led this particular patient to be declared 
a lunatic and kept in a jail? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I want 
notice. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
say whether this man was examined by a mental doctor? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; I have 
no materials at- present from which I can answer it. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’bie Minister please state 
whether Government will consider the advisability of keeping the lunatics 
not in jail but in the lunatic asylum? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: There 
are many types of lunatics. First of all, the criminal lunatic. They first 
come to jail having committed a < rime and are then sent to a lunatic 
asylum. With regard to this particular lunatic, I have at present got no 
material to answer the question. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that detention of a lunatic in jail requires that he must be convicted first? 
Otherwise his detention has to be in hospital and not in jail. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: As I have 
said, I have got no material to answer this question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that there is accommodation in Eanchi and other places for 
lunatics who have got criminal tendencies? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, 
there are, and I am aware of it. First of all, if a lunatic commits any 
crime, he is convicted and then sent to a lunatic asylum. 
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Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: But can a lunatic be convicted 
at all? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: If t]»e 
lunatic is not a criminal lunatic, then he may remain in hospital ; but if he 
is. declared a criminal lunatic he wiU be sent to the asylum; his guardians 
also may send him there if necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister should take his seat when he 
has finished his reply. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: My question was: whether a 
lunatic can ever be tried and sentenced. 

Employment in Chittagong Municipality. 

17. Khan Sahib ABDUL AZIZ: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state how many Muslims and how many non-Muslims have been dismissed 
and discharged from various services of the Chittagong Municipality since 
the date the Chittagong Municipality was superseded by Defence of India 
Rules ; 

{h) How many persons with how much monthly salaries have been 
appointed by the Special Officer in charge of the Chittagong Municipality 
dm ill g 1942-43 and from 1st April to 30 th June, 1943, and out of them, how 
many are Muslims and how many are non-Muslims? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: {a) and 

(6) 4. statement is laid in the Library. 

Detention of security prisoners. 

18. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) how long Mr. ISTabajyoti Burman has been detained as a security 

prisoner ; 

(б) if he was engaged in legitimate Trade Union activities before his 

arrest ; 

(c) if the charges against him will be examined by the Home Minister; 

{d) if the Government are aware that since his detention in jail, his 
wife and the other members of his family are practically starving ; 

(e) if so, whether the Government propose to release him conditionally 
or unconditionally; and 

(/) if not, whether the Government will arrange for suitable allowance 
for his wife? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Since 13th November, 
1942. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) I have examined them. 

(d) and (e) No. 

(f) A monthly allowance of Rs.50 has been granted to the wife of the 
prisoner with effect from the date of arrest. 

Opening of free kitchens by the Government in North Bengal. 

19. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANABIS: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether any free kitchen has been opened by the Government in 
the districts of Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur and Darjeeling or any other 
district in North Bengal for feeding the poor and the desti- 
tutes as proposed by him in his statement before the Council in 
the last July Session; 

(h) it the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, on what date or dates 
they have been opened in each district; and 

(c) if the answer to part (a) be in the negative, whether the Govern- 
ment contemplate opening such free kitchens immediately in 
those districts of North Bengal where they have not yet been 
opened ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) Yes. 

(6) These kitchens have been opened on various dates. These dates are 
not ascertainable. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Taxation Bills passed into law. 

20. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

{a) the number, year and title of the Taxation Bills passed into law 
by the Bengal Legislature from the inauguration of the Provin- 
cial Autonomy to June, 1943; 

(h) the amount of taxes collected under the provisions of those Acts; 
and 

(c) the sums of money actually disbursed for the nation-building depart- 
ments of the Government, namely, Irrigation, Education, Sanita- 
tion, Agriculture and Industries? 

minister in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Tulsl Chandra Goswami): Two statements are laid on the Table. 
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(а) Separate figures are not available. 

(б) Separate figures for the increase due to enhancement will not be available. 



statement II. 

Sums of money actually disbursed for the nation-building departments. 
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The maintetianoe of the Wakf Board; 

21. Mr, NUR lAHMED: (a) Will tlie Honl)Ie Minister in charg'e of 
tlie Education Department be pleased to state what sum accrued from tbe 
fees levied under the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934, on Wakf Estates in Bengal 
during the years 1937-38, 1938-39, 1939-40, 1940-41, 1941-42 and 1942-43, 
respectively, and how much out of it was spent for the maintenance of the 
Wakf Board, and the Wakf Commissioner and his staff and how much was 
spent for the protection and improvement of the Wakf Estates in Bengal 
during these years 

(h) Is he aware of the fact that there is a great demand from the Moslem 
community of Bengal for the payment of the annual cost of the maintenance 
of the Wakf Board out of the Provincial revenues? 

(c) Do the Government propose to defray the entire expenditure of the 
Wakf Board from Provincial revenues in future? If not, why not? 

Th© Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Two statements are laid 
on the Table. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. In 1934 when the Wakf Bil] was under consideration in the 
Bengal Legislative Conncil, it was clearly stated on behalf of Government 

Minister in charge of the Bill that no part of the expenditure 
ot the Wakf Board would be defrayed from Provincial revenues. 

Statements referred to in reply to question No. 21. 

Amount of feos levied. 

Rs. a. p. 

82,390 5 6 
76,853 2 0 
83,706 15 0 
87,078 9 0 
83,743 5 9 
67,549 9 4 


Total ... 4,81,321 14 T 


1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 



statement of Expenditure 
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Adult education. 

22. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state if any scheme has already 
been or is going to be formulated for evolving a new form of adult educa- 
tion in Bengal as an item in the post-war programme with a view to spread- 
ing literacy in Bengal? 

(b) Is it a fact that 13 per cent, of BengaPs population, recorded in the 
census as literate, soon relapses into illiteracy due to the neglect of study? 

(c) Is he aware that the adult literacy campaign initiated by the Congress 
(Ministry in the United Provinces is still in existence and has proved a 
success there? 

(d) Is he also aware that about 2,000 adult schools, 4,000 circulating 
libraries, 36,000 free reading rooms are still functioning in the United 
Provinces under the said adult education scheme? 

(e) Do the Gove^t^ment propose to inaugurate a similar adult education 
scheme in Bengal? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) and (e) Government in 
the Education Department appointed a committee to advise on adult educa- 
tion. Owing to the war the committee has not yet been able to submit its 
report. A scheme prepared by the Department of Eural Reconstruction 
has been held in abeyance for the duration of the war. Activities in con- 
nection with the spread of adult education are almost exclusively being 
carried on on a voluntary basis with the assistance of the staff of the Jute 
Regulation Department. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d) I have no information. 


Dearness allowance to school teachers. 

23. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state if the Government 
have come to a final decision regarding grants by way of dearness allowance 
to the i)oor teachcns of the high English and middle English schools of the 
Province, including the private ones? 

(b) If the reply l>e in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
iu inform the House the scheme and recommendations of the Government 
in this connection and also the time when the same would be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; («) rxoveniinent hare reluctantly 

ahaiidoa the idea of granting dearness allowance to the teachers 
0 igh English and middle English schools on financial grounds. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Realisation of the Education Cess. 


24. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 

charge of the Education Department he nl 


(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister iu 

Pneorl -fr, i-l. iVk/i 
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Education Cess in tlie different districts of Bengal, particularly in the district 
of 24-Parganae, during this period of emergency has been suspended? 

(b) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to take immediate steps 
to suspend the realisation of the iiame, till the primary education in those 
places is made free and compulsory? 

The Hofi’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) No. 

(h) No. Primary education is already free in cess areas. 

Damodar Bund. 

25. Mr. LALri CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
how many times the Damodar Bund gave way in course of the last half a 
century ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the breaches in the embankment have been more 
frequent in rece^ years? How many times did it give way during the last 
20 years and in which years? 

(c) What permanent steps have the Government taken or intend to take 
to prevent such recurrences? 

(d) Is it u fact that an Engineer expert from the Punjab or Sind came 
to suggest measures to the Government of Bengal in the matter of the 
Damodar Embankment and the prevention of flood? If so, what was his 
suggestions or plans and what would be the estimated costs of such plans, 
if any? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what explanation the 
Engineers of this Government gave of such frequent breaches of the Damodar 
Embankment during recent years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: (a) As far as can be 

gathered from the records, the Damodar Left Embankment gave way 9 times 
in the last 50 years. 

(h) Yes. The embankment gave way 6 times in the last 20 years, once 
in 1928, once in 1935, once in 1939 and once in each of the years 1941 to 
1943. 

(c) It has been decided, as an immediate measure, to strengthen the 
Damodar Iveft Embankment by modifying its present section and the work 
is now in progress. Adequate flood precautionary measures will be taken 
and arrangements will be made for adequate patrolling staff on the embank- 
ment throughout 24 hours during the flood season. A committee has been 
fippointed, and is sitting, to advise on permanent long term measures to 
control floods in the river. 

(d) At the request of this Government, the Government of Sind lent one 

their officers to advise whether certain methods employed in Sind to close 

fhe Indus breaches could be usefully applied. Some of his suggestions were 
^lilised. No estimates of cost were prepared. 
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(«) Deterioration of the river in the lower reaches, the raising of th 
spill area of the right bank and rapid deforestation of the catchment arec 
are probably the chief causes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I enquire whether the work c 
strengthening the Damoclar Left Embankment by modifying its presen 
section has been entrusted to the same set of engineers who worked for thi 
purpose from 1941 to 1943^ 

The Hon’hle Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: In 1943 there wa 
some work; but the work of the Damodar Left Embankment has been takei 
up this year only and the engineers engaged before for closing the bread 
have been entrusted to do the work. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (e) w^here the Hon'bh 
Minister has said “deterioration of the river in the low^r reaches, the raising 
of the spill area of the right bank and rapid deforestation of the catchraen 
areas are probably the chief causes”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t( 
state whether these causes w'ere known to the engineers wlio were engagec 
in 1939 and after? 


The Han’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: Yes, I believe so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are these engineers engaged to do the 
work of strengthening the Damodar Left Embankment ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: Sir, the position ought 
to be understood. These engineers are not responsible for the deforestation 
of the catchment areas. The Government of Bihar is responsible for it. 
How can the Government of Bengal be held responsible? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You do not understand the trend of my 
question. All that I am driving at is this: although these causes were 
known to the engineers in 1939, they failed to tackle the breach. So are 
they the proper persons to be entrusted to do the work of strengthening the 
Damodar emhenkment which gave way several times within 1939 and 
again three times between 1941 to 1943 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, put your question in question form. Please 
do not enter into argument with the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; All right, Sir. Does the Hon’ble 
Minister know whether the causes of the repeated breaches of the Damodar 
Embankment in the years 1939, 1940 to 1943 are known to the present 
engineers and also whether the same set of engineers have been entrusted 

wi e wor 0 repairing or strengthening the embankment as were engaged 
in those years? ® 


knoln'i'o'Th'’'® PRASANNA PAIN: Yes, Sir, the causes are 

eneineers th^ The honourable member seems to think that the 

engineers themselves were responsible for the breaches. 
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Mfi NARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Witk reference Jo (c), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if the committee referred to herein has been appointed 
by the Government of Bengal? 

Th Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
another committee has been appointed by the Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: I am aware of that. 
The development of Agriculture in this Province. 

26. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state— 

(a) if it is a fact that the Government of India offered a grant of 

Es. 95, 00, 000 for the development of agriculture in this Province ; 
and 

(5) if it is a fact that because of inability to formulate a scheme for the 
proper disbursement of this sum, the Government of Bengal have 
not been able to avail of the grant? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

“Crow More Food” in the Province. 

27. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
•tate — 

(a) if any definite plan for growing more food in this Province has been 

formulated by the Government; 

(b) if so, if he will make a statement in this House enunciating the 

principles underlying the plan; and 

(c) what steps have already been taken to work it out? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The policy of Government with a view to intensifying the growing 
of more food within the Province is to make arrangements for the adequate 
supply of seeds and manures to the cultivators and to provide facilities for 
irrigation; and to secure the reclamation as far as possible of waste land. 

(c) A statement showing the schemes undertaken in connection with 
‘Grow More Food” campaign is laid on the Table. 
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Statement referred to in reply to part (c) of question No. 27. 


Description of scheme. Amount sanctioned. 


1942-43. Bs. 

( 1 ) Scheme for distribution of 250,000 maunds of aman 

• • • • • • • ■ 16,12,500 

( 2 ) Scheme for distribution of 19,125 maunds of seeds of 

mustard, gram and lentil . . , . . . j 57 30 Q 

(3) Scheme for distribution of one lakh maunds of potato 15 00 000 

seeds. ’ ’ 

(4) Scheme for distribution of seeds of English vegetables 1,00,000 

(5) Scheme for distribution of 261 lakhs of sugarcane cuttings 3,15 212 


1943-44. 


(1) Scheme for distribution of 300,000 maunds of aman 
paddy seeds. 


(2) Scheme for distribution of 15,000 maunds of aman see 

lor Midnapore. 

(3) Scheme for distribution of 48,000 maunds of aus seed 

(4) Scheme for distribution of 50,000 maunds of whea 

seeds. 

(5) Scheme for distribution of 42,000 maunds of gram lenti 

and mustard. ® ’ 

( 6 ) Scheme for distribution of 100,000 maunds of potato 

(7) Scheme for distribution of 56,400 maunds of seeds of 

substitute crops for flooded areas in West Wal 

( 8 ) Scheme for distribution of 12,500 maunds of fodder seeds 

{») fecneme for distribution of 14 000 tol/is nf « 4 

vegetable seeds. ’ country 

( 10 ) Scheme for irrigation by means of Persian wheels 

' ' “"h/s,S's^,y “» *»“ to 

“«>• EngW. 

(13) Scheme for distribution of rtf rr x i-i 

and English types for urban^ateas. 

(14) Authorisation to Collectors to t„i 

projects for extension of cultivaV”^ hrigational 
Rs. 10,000 per district up to a limit of 


66,50,000 
for seeds and 
1,57,512 
for staff, etc. 

3, 75, (WO 

7,(>8,000 

9,00,000 

8,68,176 

31,57,076 


13,52,100 


1,25,800 

3,750 

65,820 

5,860 

• 

26,000 

2,09,460 


2,60,000 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHiidv. t. 

43-44, is the Hon’ble Minister aware wh programme of 

achreved in regard to the distribution of fb 

in his scheme? *1^® quantities that he has laid down 



1944.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 


39 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAiN: 

I do not know what the honourable member means ly “success achieved”; 

but the statement gives out the amount of distribution. 

& 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has the Hon’ble Minister 
verified the statement? For example, does he know whether 50,000 maunds 
of wheat seeds have been distributed as given in item (4) of the 1943-44 
programme P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZIAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

As regards wheat seeds, I do not think the entire amount has been distributed, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As regards gram? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I cannot say without looking into the papers. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will it be correct if I say that 
only 12,000 maunds have been distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAiN: 

I cannot say that. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As regards potato seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I know potato scheme has failed partially because the scheme was started 
very late. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will it be correct if I say that 
75 per cent, failed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I could not say that yet without looking into the figures. 

Shortage in the supply of non-judicial stamps. 

28. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it has come to his knowledge that there is, at some places 

total and at others partial, shortage in the supply of non-judicial 
stamps and some most essential forms of process in some outlying 
districts ; 

(b) whether reports have reached him that the litigant public have 

been experiencing considerable hardships in not duly getting pro- 
cess forms for sale proclamation under the Bengal Tenancy Act 
and summons on defendants and non- judicial stamps for sale 
certificates and security funds; 

(c) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, what steps have already 

been adopted to remove the shortage; 

{d) if the answer to part (h) be in the affirmative, what steps are being 
taken to remedy this state of things; and 
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{e) what are the reasons for such shortage in such essential matters 
relating to the administration? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Non^Judicial stamps.-- 
There was partial shortage in the supply of non-judicial stamps of certain 
denominations for some days in the districts of Noakhali, Bakarganj, 
Birbhum, Bogra, Midnapore and Jalpaiguri. This was due to the sudden 
abnormal rise in the demand of such stamps on account of large number of 
transfers of immovable property. The Collectors concerned took immediate 
measures to obtain a sufficient quantity of such stamps. At present, there 
is no shortage. 

Forms . — There was no shortage of the essential forms of processes in any 
district. There was a shortage of sale proclamation forms in Noakhali and 
Bakarganj but the Collectors had the forms printed locally without delay in 
order to remove the shortage. There is no shortage at present. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANABIS: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that stamps, non-judicial and judicial, also have gone to black 
markets and people have to purchase them at higher prices in different 
places ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANABIS; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased io instruct the officers concerned to accept money in cash when 
they cannot supply stamps in courts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; That question does not 
arise, since there is no shortage. 

Deaths due to starvation on the platform of Parbatipur Railway Station. 

29. Mr. KADER BAK8H. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the lievenue Department aware that recently there have been several deaths 
due to starvation on the platform of the Parbatipur Railway Station and in 
other areas in Dinajpur district? 

(6) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of such deaths during the months of July and 
August, 1943? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. There has 
^en no report of any cases of death due to starvation at Parbatipur Railway 
btation. But there were 4 deaths among unknown beggars in the month of 
August and those were all due to serious disease. 

{h) Does not arise. 


Deaths due to starvation in Bengal. 

cha^e orthe («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

char|,e of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the number of persons 
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who died during the months of May, June, July aSfid August, 1943, of the 
effect of starvation, in the different districts of Bengal, showing separately 
the figures for each such month? 

(b) Is it a fact that several persons in the district^ of Chittagong com- 
mitted suicide being unable to bear the pangs of hunger? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The information is not 
readily available and it would take a good deal of time, energy, and cost to 
collect the information. Government are not aware of any deaths from 
starvation in May and June, 1943. There were a few in July, 1943, and the 
number increased in August and September, 1943. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state why he does not care to answer question No. (b)? 

The Hon’hia Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have already said 
that the answer is *‘No’\ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You have nol .said that. My question 
is, “Is it a fact that several persons in the district of Chittagong committed 
suicide being unable to beai' the pangs of hunger?”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (jovernment have no 
such information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Will the Hon'ble Minister care to bring 
the iuforinatioii froni the locality, or will be care to get the information 
from Mr. Nur Aliinad who is a Goveruiueiit Party man, or Avill lie care to 
get the information from the Ministers sitting on his left? 

The Hon’hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: T want notice. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MUKHERJEE: Sir, are we to take it that the 
Government of Bengal are not iu posselssion of important statistics with 
regard to the deaths due to starvation in the Province? It is a great shame, 
if they are not. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Have not Government ^ot statistics? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They are under 
compilation. I will answer later on, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The HoiPble Minister has just 
stated that the figures about death from staiwation are under compilation 
at present. So it is not for him to say whether he is prepared to answer 
the question later on when the figures are compiled. 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAXIMUDDIN: Sir, I may point out that 
the answer has been given that Government have po information at present 
as to the number of people who have committed suicide. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what he means by His reply in (a) that “the information is not readily 
available and it would take a good deal of time, energy, and cost to collect 
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the information”? Sir, I asked for the statistics of the figures of death 
during the months of May, June, July and August, 1943. So many 
months have passed since then, still they could not collect the information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot enter into argument with the Hon’hle 
Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am not entering into any argument 
but am putting a question, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When tlie Hon’ble Minister says that the informa. 
tion would take a good deal of time and labour <o collect and that Govern- 
ment are not prejiared to reply to tJie (|iiestioiJ, you have to accept the 
explanation. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please state if the information asked tor will be available later on? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: If fresh notice is given, 
then only an answer is possible after the figures are compiled. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 have been told that the 
Government are collecting the figures for ihis purpose: May I know 
whether the figures are being actually collected and whether after collection 
they will be placed before the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The figures are under 
compilation, as I have already stated. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister publish tlie 
figures when they are compiled? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is a matter for the 
Public Health Department and 1 have got to ascertain it from that depart- 
ment, and T think — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When is it likely that you may be able 
to publish the- figures? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: 1 canuot say when it 

will be ready. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: But when is it likely to be ready? The 
Hon ble Minister may be in a complacent mood, hut that won^t do 


,. Order, (mlev. Mr. Das, you mu.st pul your ques- 

tion m the proper fonn and not introduce irrelevant matters. I have told 
you more than once today that you cannot enter into an argument. 


. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: I am not arguing, Sir, but am putting a 
ques ion. u ecause the Minister is in a complacent mood and is nol 
Z w T therefore I have had to intTodttoe other 

be published^*^^ *** ®^P*®** 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS But the Hon’ble Mimeter has already made it 
perfectly clear that the matter relates not to his owjrdepartment but to the 
Public H^lth Department and therefore it is very difficult for him to say 
when those figures will be publish^, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But 1 want an answer to my question 
from the Government. My question is: within what time Government 
think that these figures are likely to be published. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have already told you, the Hon'ble Revenue 
Minister has replied that the matter does not lie with his department; and 
so he cannot take upon himself the responsibility of replying to the question 
put by you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. If the Minister says that then it is 
evading a part of his duty, and that is an evidence of bad administration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, there are other remedies open to you. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, you have ruled that when a question 
has got to be put, it should be put to the particular department concerned. 
If a question relating to the department of a particular Minister is not 
addressed lo the proper Minister, then it is handed over to the proper depart- 
ment. But in view of the importance of the question as to whether the 
Hon’ble Minister would be prepared to lay the figures before the House 
after they were compiled, you will he good enough to ask the department 
concerned to lay' those figures before the House when they are ready. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid the honourable 
members have not followed the matter, and if they would be good enough 
to do so, a lot of trouble could be saved. So far as the Revenue Department 
is concerned, they say that it is a question to answer which would take a 
lot of time, and therefore they have expressed their inability to do so. It 
is the Public Health Department that is concerned with this matter, and it 
is no question of referring from one department to another. That is a 
separate matter. The Revenue Department have no statistics for the purpose 
nor have they got the proper machinery for the purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question of Mr. Humayun Kabir is ‘^if the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department is prepared to refer 
the matter to his colleague — the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Public Health”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Does this question arise, 
Sir? The honourable member asks the Hon’ble Minister to refer a part 
of the question to another department and in doing so is it open to the 
honourable member to ask him to ascertain when the information could be 
supplied P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sbahabuddin, generally speaking, it does not 
ftrise. But in view of the importance of the matter the Government should 
have said that they would pass over the question to the Minister in charge 

the d^artment oonoemed* . 

(Cries of “hear, from the Opposition Benches. ) 
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Tte House Rent Oonteol Order of IMir 


31. Mr. K. C. ROY OHOWDHURYs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
House Rent Control Order, 1943, is meant to lelieve the tenants ? 

(6) Is he aware that the costs involved in the procedure ai^e prohibitive 
and that the procedure is so unsuitable that it discoui'ages tenants from 
taking advantage of the order? 

(c) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
please state what steps are going to be taken in the matter by the Govern- 
ment ? 


The Hen’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) Yes 

(h) No. The honourable member is refened to the e.xecuiive instructions 
issued by Government under the Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1^, 
published under notification No. 8747-L.R., dated the 26th June, 1943, in 
the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary ^ dated the 26th June, 1943, A copy of 
the executive instructions has been placed in the Library. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Mr. NARE8H NATH MUKHERJf: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Rent Controller is bound }>> the provisions 
of the Rent Control Order, or has he power to go beyond ilie provisions of 
the Rent Control Order? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. T do not think that (piestion arises. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MUKHERJI: Is the Hon ble Minister 


, 1 ^, . ^ ^ juinisier aware 


Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 think that question is much too vagu*. You 
cannot put vague questions. Questions must be specific. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MUKHERJI; Sir, I have tried to make it as 

Rent Controller has gone beyond the scope of the Rent f!ontrol Order? 

Mr. Mukherii 1 am afrnid 
"W.l i. v^." ^ ‘ 

tkJlJJon.' ^ I «™ol .11.1 

h.. .. b"*p"nr‘' 

Tb. HWbl. Mr. TARAK HATH MUKEMEA; J|„. 

Doftths du6 to stATvotioik 

Minister in oahe^ReJenw Ho»’ble 

e Kevenue Department be plumed to .tat. JMW mny 
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deaths have already occurred in Calcutta and the mufui^ up-lo^hte duh to 
(Starvation? What steps, if any, have been taken"" to prevent the same? 
Will he please give figures, district by district? 

Tli0 Hon’llle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The information is not 
readily available and it would cost an amount of time, labour and money to 
collec^t the information which would not be justifiable in war time. 

(After the printed answer was read by the Hon’ble Minister.) 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Since this reply was 
prepared, Government have taken steps to eollei^t information which is 
expected very shortly. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us whether Government are not in possession of sufficient 
records mentioning death of persons throughout the province due to 
starvation ? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have already answered 
that question. 

Diipansatiofi of eivil Justico by oxacutivo olTIcofs. 

83. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALANABI8: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government are aware that the dispensation of civil justice by executive 
officers in the suMivisions of Kurseong, Kalimpong and Siliguri in the 
district of Darjeeling and Alipur Duar in the district of «Talpaiguri is not only 
causing serious strain on Ihe executive officers themselves, but also causing 
dissatisfaction amongst the people and the litigants? 

(h) If so, do the Government propose to secure the services of munsifis 
for trying civil cases in these subdivision" w has been done for DaijeeUng 
proper? 

MINI8TER in ohorgo of tlio JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPblo 
Nawab Mushamiff Hoosain, Khan Bahadur): (a) No. 

(h) Doea not ariae. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALANABI8: May 1 enquire of the 
Hon’ble Minister why it is not thought advisable to employ munsifps in 
those places mentioned in the question? I am asking for reason*. 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Government is not aware of any dissatisfaction, that is all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT^ Now, Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed wiU make 

statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, may I mention that I have got an 
*^<ijournnient motion? 



Mr. PREtIDENTi You should hare got up in time, but you did not 
do that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, am I too luteP Will you permit 
me to move the adjournment moiion? 

JUr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry, Mr. Das; your lurn oomes afler the 
Hon’ble Klian Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad makes his statement. Because 
that statement relates to part of a question. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 
beg to lay before the House the statement showing the result of enquiry 
promised in the reply to clause (/) of question No. 34, of the 26th 
February, 1043. A further enquiry has been made ai^ it has been 
ascertained that the dead bodies were removed by the 30th October, 1942. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that this Council 
do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namel}^ the failure of tlie Oovernment of Btoigal to meet, by the 
adoption of proper, timely and adequate remedial measures, the very serious 
situation which, arising out of the outbreak of preventible diseases follow- 
ing the famine, has taken and is taking a huge toll of human lives from 
all the districts of the province. 

Sir, I think the Government will have no objection to my moving this 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The honourable member has my consent; now it 
is for the House to give him permission or not. Has he got leave of the 
House P 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: No, 8ir, I have objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As there is objection, will the honourable members 
who are in favour of this adjournment motion being moved rise in their 
places? 

(Thirteen honourable members rose in their seats.) 

As the requisite number of members have risen in their places the mover 
has the leave of the House to move his adjournment motion. 

I fix tomorrow 1 o clock for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Mr. President, Sir, there is another 
adjournment motion standiu- in my name 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You 


cannot mention it today. 
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Panel of Oftairmon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ITucler rule 6 o£ the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate the following gentlemen on the Panel of 
Chairmen for the current session:— 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., and 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 


House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

The Deputy President (Chairman, , 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario, 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

Mr. Yakub H. A. Sattar, 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

on the House Committee for the current session. 

Governor’s Assent to 8 ill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to inform the House that the Bengal 
Vagrancy Bill, 1943, which was passed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature, has been assented to by His Excellency the Governor under 
the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Bengal Motor Vohiolee Rulee. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 beg to place before the 
House the amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 133 («3) of the Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1939. 

The Bengal Destitute Persone (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I have your 
permission to lay before the Council the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1943, under section 88(7) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935? 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) 

Ordinance, 1S43. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: Sir, may I have your 
permission to lay before the Council the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1943, as promulgated under sec- 
88(2) of the Government of India Act, 1935? 



COUNCIL PBOCEDURE RULES. [ 8 th Wn., 

Amendment of Bengal Legielatiee Council Procedure Rules. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. A notice of a motion for leave t<i 
amend mles 56, 57 and 58 of tbe Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules has been received from the Hon’ble Khan Mahadur Saiyed Muazasam- 
iiddin Hosain. 

As required under sub-rule (2) of rule 110 of the said Rules, I now read 
the draft amendments proposed by the Hon^ble Minister, namely: — 

(1) Amendvient of rule 66. — In rule 56, — 

(a) clause {i) of sub-rule (J) shall be renumbered as sub-rule (J) 
and ill clause (i) of sub-rule {3) as so renumbered which has 
now become sub-rule '(3) the words ^‘if he is a member of the 
CounciF’ shall be omitted; 

(b) clause (n) shall be omitted. 

(2) Amendmertt of rule 67. — To rule 57 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules the following proviso shall be added, namely: — 

Provided that if a Minister who is not a member of the Council is 
the Chairman of a Select Committee, then in the case of an equality 
of votes, he shall not have a casting vote but shall decide the 
question before the committee by the drawing of lots in <^uch 
manner as he may determine.” 

(a) Awcnd,nent of rule, nile 58 of tbe Bengal Lepislatirc 

Counci] IWcliiie BuJes the following proriso shall he added, namely:— 

Provided that the piovision.s of this rule shall not preclude the 
presence of departmental Secretaries exj.erts or the Parliamentarv 
. ecrctarv attached to the Minister in charge of the Department to 
which a Bill relates at the deliharations of a Select CJommittee foi 
the purpose of rendering to such Minister or to the committee 
generally any assistance that may be necessary.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tho.se who are in favour of the motion 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; May 1 interrupt for a few moment. Sir? 

aWe olht? ”1' H ' 

awe, while otheis may be subject to controversy. 

pi.rr-”Z“.t:“' -i" 

more than 13 meniber.s have stood 
has been granted. 


in support pf the motion, leave 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANQRA CHAKRA VERTI: 

to give notice of amendments ? 


Shall we not be entitled 


a Go“r«u, 
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1944.1 DESTITUTE PERSONS BILL. 

TN Btngal Non-Agrioulturai Tenancy (Temporary Previstone) Exteatfing 

Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I beg leave to introduce 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, as the Bill has been already 
published, you need not ask for leave of the House; you may simply say 
that you introduce the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

All right. Sir, I beg to introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1944. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The^Bill is introduced. 

The Coroners and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I beg to introduce tlie Coroners and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1943. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Billi 

1944. 


The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

' The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I also give notice that 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944, be taken into consideration and passed, as settled in the Council. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point oP order, 
Sir. Can both the motions be moved together? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister is only giving notice and not 
actually moving the motions; so your objection is premature. 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bengal, 1944. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 
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DflBSTITUTE PEESONS BILL. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


[8th Pkb., 


Th. Mr. TABAK NATH MUKERJEAr / “ 

that the Bengal DestEute Persons (Repatriation and ^ > ’ 

taken into consideration and passed, as settlei in ^ ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that these two Bills which have just 
now been moved by the Hon'ble Revenue Minister will have to be parsed 
within a certain dL, because they arise out of the Ordinanc^ and they 
have to be passed within this month. So I accept shoit-notice and the 
date I suggest for giving amendments to the motion .i . le i e a e 
into consideration, is Thursday, the 10th February, 11 a.ni. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Won’t it be too early, Sir.*' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think .so. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; It is a very short Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, and the time given is only for tabling amend- 
ments to the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; All right. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; For consideration of amendments to clauses of the 
Bill I fix Tuesday, the 15th February. Amendments to the clauses should 
reach office by 11 a.m. on Saturday, the 12th February. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That will be too early, Sir. Can’t it 
be Monday P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid not. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTIS Tlip time is short, Sir. 
We should linve proper time for considering the amendments sitting together 
and coming to a certain decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 cannot defer the date as the office will have to 
receive amendments, tabulate them and then circulate them. It would 
be very difficult to do so if you want more time. 

Mr^ SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; There is no sitting on 

Saturday but we will have to come here only for giving the amendments. 

Mrt PRESIDENT; You need not come yourself for this purpose. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But we will have to come 
to a decision before submission of amendments. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: But the Bill will have to he passed by the 17th. If 
there is any change in the BiU, it will have to go back to the other place. 
You must provide for that contingency. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, may I request you 
to change the time from Saturday, 11 a.m. to Saturday, 2 p.m.P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am prepared tf» make it 1 p.m. on Saturday, the 
12th February 1944. 

The Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Bengal Agricultural Land) Bilif 

1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Bengal Agricultural Land) Bill, 
1944. 

The Secretary then read the short title ot‘ the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, I beg to introduce the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Wednesday, the 9th February, 
944. 



§$ MEMBERS ABSENT. [Sth Feb., 1944.} 

MemberB Abeenl. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 8th 
f^brunry, 1944;— 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nazimuddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Nareiidra Chandra Datta. 

(5) Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. B. C. Mukherji: 

(0) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(Id) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(13) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

1 

First Sessionf 1944— No. 3. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 9th February, 1944; at 2 p.m., 
being the third day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the !&overnment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Eoy, K.c.IB.^ 
was in the Chai^. 


Adiourtimeiit Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move the 
Adjournment Motion which stands in my name and which runs as follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of Bengal 
to meet, by the adoption of proper, timely and adequate remedial measures, 
the very serious situation which, arising out of the outbreak of preventible 
diseases following the famine, has taken and is taking a huge toll of human 
lives from all the districts of the province. 

Sir, responsible persons have variously estimated the figures of mortality 
from famine and pestilence in Bengal. Mr. Leopold Amery, the Secretary 
of State for India, has given out his own figures. He said that there are 
no reliable figures but the Government of India on the basis of their present 
information consider that the total abnormal mortality due to famine and 
disease in the last five months of 1943 has not exceeded a million. 

This figure, however, Sir, was challenged by Mr. Krishna Menon, the 
Secretary of the India I^eague in England, We know, of course, that it 
is an under-estimate. Sir, in India ".Iso, this figure was challenged by 
Pandit Hridaynath Kunzru. According to him, 50,000 deaths from starva- 
tion alone took place every week in Bengal. Malnutrition so debilitated the 
constitution of the people that they fell easy victims to attacks of preventible 
diseases.' Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee^s idea of the total mortality figure 
'W'as 2 million and 5 lakhs from starvation and one million from diseases. 
Here is an opportunity. Let Government state its own figures of mortality 
from starvation and diseases. Sir, malaria is 4 to 5 times of what 
it was in normal times. Malaria, cholera, small-pox and other preventible 
diseases have broken out in the most epidemic form and are taking a heavy 
toll of human lives in almost all the districts of Bengal, particularly since 
the last quarter of the year that is gone. Their constitution was so under- 
inined by famine with no winter clothing to protect them that these people 
have fallen easy prey to attacks of preventible diseases. I have seen 
personally human dead bodies floating in the rivers as well as khals. Sir, 
while passing through the district board road from Kuti to Kamalasagar in 
8 
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the interior of my district, which is Tippera, I have seen in November an 
January graves and Smashans on the side of the road for miles togethe 
as I never saw before. 

I enquired and came to know that they were mostly cases of death froi 
cholera and malaria and that not much help was received either from th 
Government or the district board in the form of sufficient supplies c 
quinine and anti-cholera vaccine to fight these epidemics. In my ow 
village Purbadhair, I could not find a single member of any house wh 
was free from attack of malaria. In Daudkandi, Hoinna, and Bancharam 
pur police-stations, in the district of Tippera, about 75 per cent, of th 
fishermen, Namasudras and Rishis died of diseases following from starve 
tion, and 25 per cent, were hovering between life and death. In Honmi 
police-station, in the month of November last, reported cases of death fror 
malaria were 2,520 as against 1,004, 255 and 257 in October, Septembe 
and August last, respectively. In Bancharampur police-station, about 50i 
people died of malaria in the months of September, October and Novembe; 
out of a population of 2,000 people. In that area 90 per cent, were affecte( 
by malaria, and it was only towards the end of December, 1943, that ii 
after some months, that Government began free distribution of quinine ir 
small quantities through the existing dispensaries in the union and thi 
union relief committee; but the supply was utterly inadequate to meet the 
needs of the situation. Government have also started an emergency relie J 
hospital of 20 beds attached to the existing dispensaries though the patients 
who can be and should be admitted 

Mr, Pt) ESI DENT: I may tell you Mr. Das that you can speak only for 
20 minutes. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir should be admitted 

numbered more than 2,000 in each union. During the nine months from 
January to September, 1943, 22,809 deaths occurred in the Chandpur sub- 
division whereas the number of deaths in 1942 during the same period was 
12,646 and in 1941, 11,203. The birth-rate in the Chandpur subdivision 
had fallen by 48 7 per cent, in 1943 compared with 1941 and the death-rate 
increased abnormally by 103-59 per cent, over that of 1941 during the same 
period. The total number of deaths in Brahmanbaria subdivision from 
^ anuary to September, 1943, was 15,391 and in Sadar subdivision (north) 
it was 18,789 and in Sadar subdivision (south) 11,759 during the same 
period. Small-pox had broken out in a virulent form in most of the villages 
m the Chandpur subdivision. From a United Press telegram, dated 
C andpur, the 30th December, we gather that more than one lakh of people 
were lying sick in the countryside being victims of makria, cholera, 
small-pox and dysentery and other like diseases. Some dispensaries and 
tem^rary hospitals with a limited number of beds had been established by 
the Government after much mischief was done. But this has not touched 
rren the fringe of the problem. Ext nsive medical relief is urgently called 
or. Sir, Tippera is typical of the whole of Bengal. What is true of 
lippera is also true of the other districts of Bengal. 
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For inst|iace, Mr. R. Ahmed, an Alderman of the Calcutta Corporation, 
after touring the Dacca district, said on 29th Deceniter, 1943 ^ “Of all 
districts in Bengal, Dacca is one of the most hard hit: with famine, death- 
roll mounted high and cholera, malaria and small-pox are taking the 
mortality figures higher still. In Nawabganj thana, where communications 
are very difficult at this time of the year, no relief worth the name has 
3 'et been given. I found villages where 50 per cent, of the people have 
died. Nawabganj thana had a population of 1-30 lakhs and a conservative 
estimate of mortality in, this area alone would be 20,000. The neighbouring 
thana of Dohor is equally affected and out of about 80,000 people, fully 
10,000 have vanished from the world. Quinine is not available.” Sir, to 
proceed further, I can say, Sir Nazimuddin w^as at Dacca on 30th January 
last. He met some of the leaders in a conference. There, he heard some 
ugly facts. There he was told to his very face that Dacca was his own 
city and yet there was no sufficient quantity of small-pox lymph for 
vaccination although small-po?^ was raging furiously in that city. Sir 
Nazimuddin promised that lymph would be supplied within a week. Up 
to now no supply has reached Dacca. This is discreditable in the extreme. 
It shows how inefficient the Government is. And then, Sir, you will 
notice from a gazette notification in the last week of January, 1944, that 
ten districts in Bengal, namely, Chittagong, Noakhali, Tippera, Khulna, 
24-Parganas, Faridpur, Bakarganj, Birbhum, Burdwan and Howrah, are 
threatened with an outbreak of cholera. But all the Government of Bengal 
have done so far is that they have prescribed some temporary regulations 
for a period of three months for medical inspection, isolation, observation 
and surveillance of persons suffering from or suspected of being infected 
with cholera. What about prevention? There is a grave shortage of 
qualified men in the epidemic staff required for inoculation and vaccination. 
Government have utterly failed so far to meet the situation. We under- 
stand that many were recruited so carelessly that only a few reported for 
duty. For this inefficient bungling, many people have lost their lives. 
There is discernible, however, a silver lining in this dark cloud. In giving 
medical relief to the needy, the army is doing really fine work. But army 
help must necessarily be of a limited nature and has touched only a fringe 
of the problem. Sir, the Government stands convicted out of its own 
mouth. Jn a Press Note issued last month by the Director of Public 
Information, Bengal, we read the following: — 

‘The chronic delay in furnishing vital statistics to the Director of Public 
Health has been accentuated by the absence of any up-to-date figures of a 
rising mortality rate throughout the summer and autumn months of 1943 
which might have given the public health and medical authorities more 
timely warning of the necessity of emergency measures on a very wide 
scale”. 

This inefficiency on the part of the Government has resulted in the Inss 
innumerable lives in Bengal. 

A million deaths from preventible diseases — that is a horrible fact. It 
^8'ht to challenge the honour and statesmanship of the present Ministry, 
ave they that sense? Do they feel it so? 
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Hospital beds in existing hospitals should be increased cent, per cent 
Flmergency hospitals should be increased very largely. Medical and non 
medical equipment should be purchased in sufficient quantities commensurat< 
nvith the needs of the situation. Preventive staff should be multiplied fift^ 
times its present strength, mobile medical units should be created and run 
satellite treatment centres attached to every dispensary in the province 
should be established. In all these, OoverDment failed grievously resulting 
in untold sufferiog for the people and numberless deaths. I do not wisl 
to increase* further the catalogue of my grievances in connection with thii 
motion. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely j 
the failure of the Government of Bengal to meet, by the adoption of proper^ 
timely and adequate remedial measures, .the very serious situation whichj 
arising out of the outbreak of preventible diseases following the famine, has 
taken and is taking a huge toll of human lives from all the districts of the 
province. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support 
the adjournment motion so ably moved by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. He has given a catalogue of details which need not be 
repeated. I want to speak in general terms. Sir, the chief defence of the 
present Ministry with regard to the famine has been that they came in when 
the situation was already very serious. Sir Nazimuddin said at Delhi on the 
15th October: ‘^At the time we took office the cupboard was literally baie^C 
I may point out in passing that this statement runs counter to that of 
Mr. Suhrawardy who said on the 8th May last as follows: “There was a 
sufficiency of food grains for the people of BengaT’. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
President of the Muslim League, said on the 14th November: “When they 

(these Ministers) got in, the conflagration had already started the 

Nazimuddin Ministry were there as a fire-brigade and were doing their utmost 
to put out the fire.’’ Even a man with a face of brass will not have the 
hardihood to say that at least in regard to epidemics the Nazimuddin- 
Suhrawardy Ministry had not had ample time to foresee and prevent appal- 
ling human mortality. My humble self on return from a visit to Barisal, 
one of the worst affected areas, made in the first week of May a statement 
to the Press which was published in several Calcutta newspapers and which 
contained the following: “Owing to the widespread malnutrition and the 
taking of ill-adjusted poor diet the country is sure to face epidemics the 
like of which it has never met in the past.” On the 15th July in a meeting 
of the Bengal Legislative Council and in the presence of the Ministers I 
repeated my warning and said (as published on page 122 of the Official 
Report of Bengal Legislative r’ouncil Debates— Second Session, 1943; 
No. 4) “Owing to the widespread malnutrition and the taking of ill-adjusted 
poor diet the country is sure to face epidemics the like of which it has never 
witnessed in the past.” The Amrita Bazar Patrika, the oldest nationalist 
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daily in India and the most influential newspaper in Calcutta published the 
following in its issue of the 25th October: 'Tirojpur, October 2— 
Sj. Haridas Majumdar, m.l.c., who is touring Barisal and rural areas in a 
Press statement says : ‘Quinine and cholera vaccine must be made available 
before the" epidemics break out virulently. Special doctors should be 
appointed for the purpose’.” 

Epidemics did not break out until months later and if the Ministry then 
undertook on a preventive scale even that small and inadequate measure of 
medical relief which it arranged later on, tens of thousands of lives would 
have been saved. We believe that Mr. Jiunah will admit that at least in 
the case of diseases which have proved a more deadly enemy than hunger» 
tire had not broken out and the work of the fire-brigade would never have 
been needed if ordinary circumspection were exercised. Who does not 
know that epidemics are the horrible aftermath of famine? Bankim 
Chandra in his book “Ananda Math” gives a graphic description of the 
famine of 1770 and writes — 

‘^Those who left died of starvation in strange places; those who did not 
do so died of disease as the result of taking unwholesome food * *■ * 

Pestilence broke out, — fever, cholera and small-pox began to roam 
rampant.” 

There are few literate Bengalees who hav^e not read the “Ananda Math” 
which has been a perennial source of inspiration to patriotic young men. 
The Ministry should have profited by the facts vividly narrated in such a 
widely read work of literature. Besides, Bankim Chandra’s description of 
famine is a mere paraphrase of the official record. Sir William Hunter also 
wrote in the same strain. Engaged in grappling with a severe famine 
which, as I forecast in my speech at Pannalal Seal Vidyamandir published 
in the Hindusthan Standard of the 16th March, was an impending “calamity 
comparable to the famine of 1770” could not the Ministry commission one 
of its 13 members to go carefully into the official record of the 1770 famine 
in the cool breeze of an electric fan in the Writers’ Buildings to the 
exclusion of all other work? We know that during the last war the 
Mesopotamia muddle which caused the death of a few hundred British 
soldiers for want of proper medical aid cost the late Sir Austen Chamberlain 
his seat in the British Cabinet. Here the Ministers guilty of grave dereliction 
of an obvious duty pointed out as clearlj^ and emphatically as human speech 
or writing can indicate, have been responsible for the death of tens of 
thousands of God’s creatures and are still flourishing like green bay trees. 
Can Britain, responsible for the governance of this country, exculpate 
herself before the bar of w’orld opinion of the wrong in installing under 
peculiar circumstances and keeping up this Ministry wdth the aid of some 
European votes in the Legislature which bear no relation to the numerical 
strength of the European British subjects in the province? 

With these words, Sir. I commend the motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 
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Mr. It. W. N. FERGUSON: Mr. President, Sir, while we are not pre- 
pared to support the motion of my friend Mr. Das, we welcome the opportunity 
of discussing the very serious situation as regards the spread of malaria. 

This is not, as the resolution suggests, entirely a result of the after- 
effect of the famine. Nor is the Government entirely to blame. The 
Calcutta Corporation arc not replacing any vacancies on their mosquito- 
control staff. Their organisation is decreasing at a time when it should 
be increased. The southern part of the city was invaded by the ludlow\ 
mosquitoes in November of last year for the first time on record. 

Malaria is definitely on the increase in Calcutta and we consider measures 
must be taken for its control. 

In the Calcutta area the malaria mosquito and the dengu mosquito breed 
in cisterns and water storage places and what is primarily required is an 
organisation capable of mosquito proofing all cisterns and water storage 
places. 

There is also the salt lakes area where a diffrent type of mosquito breeds 
and we should like to know what Government intend to do about this 
mosquito-breeding area. 

The reorganization and strengthening of the Calcutta anti-mosquito 
organisation is, we consider, a matter of extreme importance and urgency. 
The present Corporation mosquito-control organisation is not on a scale 
adequate for a city of the size of Calcutta. 

ilr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ferguson, I am afraid you are criticising the 
Corporation of Calcutta but this motion refers to the public health measures 
of the Government of Bengal. The Corporation of Calcutta being an 
autonomous body, I do not think the Government of Bengal have direct 
responsibility for the health of the city of Calcutta. You should bear this 
point in mind. Of course, you can refer to the Calcutta Corporation 
generally but the Government of Bengal are not primarily responsible for 
the health of Calcutta. 

Mr. R, W. N. FERGUSON: All right, Sir. The anti-mosquito organi- 
sation in Calcutta compares unfavourably with the organisation in Bombay 
and Government, we consider, should impress upon the Calcutta Corporation 
the necessity of increasing their mosquito-control organisation. 

The position which has arisen as a result of famine has also very clearly 
demonstrated that the medical and public health services are not capable 
of dealing with such an emergency. Had it not been for the medical help 
given by the military it is quite clear that the situation would have got out 
of control. We cannot see how Government can expect efficiency from 
cnedical services which are controlled by district boards or local authorities 
ind we would like to know if Government have investigated the desirability 
)f provincialising the medical and public health services as a first step 
towards putting them on an efficient basis. 

Military aid on the present scale will nol be with us always and we must 
enow what Government intend to do to set up efficient medical and public 
lealth services. 
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Khan ■ahadiir M. 8HAMIUZZ0HA: Sir, in opposing tlie motion moved 
by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das I would only cite some factiT to show that it was 
almost impossible on the part of the present Ministry to tackle the food 
problem that was created by the Ministry before them. After the present 
Ministry took over the reins of Government in April last, they found them- 
selves face to face with a problem which was unprecedented in character 
to such an extent that the people of the province of Bengal had to go 
almost without food for a considerable length of time. This was the 
result not of the present Ministry’s assumption of office for a month 
or so, but the result of maladministration for years together. Just 
after the onset of the war there has been maladministration through- 
out and it was also caused by shortage in the supply of food on 
a(‘Count of the occupation of Burma by Japan. And there \cas abso- 
lutely no attempt on the part of the previous Governments to see 
that a proper supply of food is brought to the doors of the hungry millions 
of Bengal. Now', Sir, after the present Ministry took over the charge of 
Government, they tried to solve the problem and the House is well aware 
how' from May up to September they were so very busy with the food 
problem that it w'as impossible on their part to give adequate attention to 
other problems that would follow from the consequences of an inadequate 
supply of the necessaries of life. Now’, Sii, in this province, so far as my 
own know’ledge goes, there has not been any proper attempt on the part of 
the authorities previously to make proper arrangements for the collection 
of vital statistics. So far as the statistics are concerned, in all branches 
of life there has been absolutely no arrangement whatsoever. So far as 
my own district is concerned, still now' w’e have not been able to collect the 
vital statistics of the district in a proper manner. The sanitary officers who 
are in the employ of Government as well as tf the district board are very 
few in number — the machinery in our control is hopelessly inadequate and 
we could not expect with such inadequate staff to get proper vital statistics. 
So far as medicines are concerned, especially quinine, it is a well-known fact 
that the supply of quinine is inadequate. Even before the war in my own 
district when the supply w^as adequate w’e could not cope with the situation. 
Then, after the w'ar there were epidemics of malaria and with our limited 
resources w’e could not cope with the situation. This year because of 
starvation due to the famine, there has been a heavy mortality: but we 
cannot accuse the present Government of their indifference to the gravity 
of the ‘situation. I have seen from correspondence that was carried on 
between the district board, District Magisirate and the Government that 
they became alive to the situation at least from September last and measures 
weer taken by the Government to bring to the notice of the district authorities 
the gravity of the situation and also the need for giving the people such 
Kiedical relief as was possible under the circumstances. But now' arrange- 
^nent.s have been made with the help of the military authorities to give 
relief to the suffering people. Attempts have been made w’liere cholera 
broke out to see that it is brought under control by propei medical help. 

it cannot be said that this Government is solely responsible for this 
heavy mortality in this province. The real fault lies with the previous 
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Qovemineiit. They could have taken stock of the peculiar situation 
which arose as a result of the loss of Burma as well as other abnormal 
developments incidental to the war. It cannot be said that this Government 
have been apathetic to the people or that they did nothing to ease the 
situation or they neglected their duty. So I humbly request my friends 
opposite to realise that this is not an occasion to press a censure motion 
like this. There has been no maladministration really speaking. According 
to Malthusian theory, when there is famine there is mortality ; no one can 
prevent this mortality : these are the natural consequences for which no 
human agency can be held responsible. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir. My friend 
has sought to attack the Government by way of this adjournment 
motion. After having heard all he had to say, I must admit that he has 
miserably failed to make out even the shadow of a case against the Ministry. 
It is true that the state of affairs in the province is extremely bad. The 
outbreak of malaria is very widespread. At one time, in the month of 
December last, it would not have been an exaggeration to say that more 
than 50 per cent, of the population were lying in their beds attacked with 
malaria and to make things worse this year — I do not know what the doctors 
would say — due to malnutrition men have been reduced to such a state of 
physical exhaustion that all power of resistance has been lost and are 
reported to be dying after suffering for 3 or 4 days from malaria. There 
were many places in East Bengal where malaria was not so widely knowm. 
But this year there have been cases in those places in which families with as 
many as 30 to 40 members have entirely disappeared. We have got a 
report from the district of Dacca that in a family consisting of 72 members 
not one has survived the malaria epidemic. This is the position also in 
Noakhali where in the same house you would find cases of malaria, cholera 
and small-pox, all together. This is the condition to which the province 
has been reduced. But, Sir, who is responsible for this state of things? 
Certainly, it is the primary duty of every civilised Government not only 
to take all possible measures but be responsible for the health of the people, 
for the preservation of every man in healthy condition. But you cannot 
expect that by a movement of the magic wand the present Ministry would 
be able to bring about everything, that they would be able to protect every 
man in this province from diseases and malnutrition. Had Bengal 
ever been visited with such pestilence before? Did such military forces 
come into this country on any occasion before which demanded the with- 
drawal of all medical men? More than half the medical men who were in 
private practice and who were available for the civil population have since 
joined the Army on unheard-of pay. We all know what inducements are 
being offered to these medical men. If the inducements offered are not 
considered sufficient, next day higher pay and other emoluments are offered 
in the newspapers. The militar’ have succeeded in taking away more 
than 70 per cent, of pur doctors; and they are now broadcasting how 
generously they have sent to us 50 to 100 doctors for short duration. We 
recognise the military necessities, but they in turn should recognise the 
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civilian needs. We find from the reports of the Hon’ble Ministers and the 
statements made by them that even the senior studenta-^f medical colleges 
and schools are being requisitioned for the purpose of tiiedical duties in the 
districts. Government have done ewrything that has been possible for 
them to do in the course of the four or five months that they are in office. 
They have laid down elaborate and ambitious plans which would have taken 
years and years for any Government to implement. Fourteen hundred to 
two thousand dispensaries are going to be opened throughout the province. 
They will have to be furnished at a time when furniture are a rarity. They 
will require not only furniture but also medical instruments for the use of 
the doctors, which are also very expensive and unavailable at the monient. 
These disj)ensaries will have to be provided with doctors and nurses. And 
doctors and nurses are notoriously unavailable. They have to be provided 
with medicine when medicine has become as scarce as anything. 

So far as people’s co-operation is concerned, there is very little of it. 
Opposition members were raising false cries and creating false impression 
leading to more panic and more distrust in the minds of people. A business- 
man tries to create an atmosphere in which he can thrive and make more 
black markets and profit. Ordinary citizen will not volunteer their 
services in the matter of suppressing black markets. The real remedy for 
these lies in every citizen coming forw'ard to help the machinery set up by 
Government to check the black markets by informing the police so that 
the culprits may be punished. There is utter lack of co-operation from 
every side. In this atmosphere Government is asked to do miracles. 
Government have their duties in this matter and they must discharge their 
responsibilities. There is no doubt about that. But, at the same time, 
Government is entitled to demand from you, from us or from anybody 
that amount of co-operation which alone can make any scheme successful. 

As regards the picture drawn by Mr. Das and Mr. Mazumdar, the 
Government cannot say that it is in the least exaggerated. The picture is 
there. It is even more horrible than words can describe. Malaria which 
was confined only to a few districts is now running rampant in every district 
of Bengal. But the Government wants your help and instead of that you 
create all sorts of obstruction, you create all sorts of 

antipathy in the minds of the people, "Whenever there is an 

attempt made by Government to create confidence in the minds of the 
people so that they may co-operate with Government vscheme. you try your 
best to see that such confidence is not created. You are trying to make 
political capital out of the miseries of the people. You have used the 
poor and the sufferers as arguments in support if your political game. 
Therefore, Sir, I say that Mr. Lalit Chandra Das after hearing the Minister 
as to what they have done should realise his own short-comings and with- 
draw his motion and remain content with what Government do. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Sir, I am sorry that I have not heard 
the previous speakers but from what I have heard from the last speakei- 

seems to me very difficult to take part in any debate in this House or to 
offer criticisms on any matter under discusison without being charged with 
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a political motive or bias regarding it. I hope, however, that this is not 
the attitude of the other members of this House. I take it that there are 
many members in this House who are entitled to express their views without 
any bias. I hope that whatever remark I may make will be taken in that 
spirit and not be characterised, as the previous speaker has done, as 
emanating from any political motive. With these few preliminary remarks, 
I would like to put a few questions to my honourable friend on the other 
side. He says that there are no doctors available when we want a large 
number of doctors and nurses. Sir, why are there no doctors ? And 1 should 
like to know what steps have been taken by Government to increase the 
facilities for medical education. AVhat steps have been taken by them for 
the training of nurses? In my last budget speech, I pointed out that the 
need for the training of nurses was acute and I also suggested that some 
medical schools in the mofussil could well be converted into special training 
institutions for nurses. The then Finance Minister promised to l(»ok into 
the matter, but I do not know what has happened to that suggestion of mine. 
Government should have anticipated such a situation developing owing to 
the war and should accordingly have made arrangements for the training of 
a large number of nurses and doctors. There is also the question of 
finance. A large number of private medical institutions are on the verge 
of closing their doors for financial difficulty and applications made for 
financial aid find no response from Government. 


Then again, I had drawn the attention of the public and warnings were 
given also through articles in the Press urging compulsory vaccination 
against small-pox and cholera. I do not know whether any notice was 

taken of these warnings. It may be that it was construed as a political 

propaganda. Far from it. But I am sorry that no response was given to 
it. I have never heard of any conference being called to consider whether 
it was feasible to have compulsory vaccination and pre-vacciiiation every 
five years as is done in every civilized (*ountry in the world. 
I do submit, however, that I do not blame this particular Ministry 
or the previous Ministry for having neglected the medical and 

phblic health problems of this province. There was no policy 
worth the name, no far-sighted policy regarding the reorganisation 

of the province from the medical and public health point of view. 1 
challenge the Government to lay before the public anj^ far-sighted scheme 
regarding the supply of medical men in rural areas and the prevention of 
epidemic diseases, not to speak of diseases like tuberculosis and other diseases 
of that nature. There is also the problem of nutrition which has become 
acute in the wake of famine, beri-beri and other diseases. Is there any 
committee sitting to devise w^ays and means for preventing them? Sir, I 
do not want to waste the time of the House further. Neither am I in a 
positi^ to answer the points raised by the speakers who have spoken before 
me. With these remarks, I resume my seat. 


xlno***-' ** I like to make our attitude perfectly 

fv^L r diseases in this city. Government cannot 

V Corporation's arrangements are palp- 

ably inadequate. Mr. Ferguson has told the House that the invasion by 
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ludlowi of southern Calcutta in November last was the first of its kind that 
is on record and this should demonstrate to Government how very serious 
the situation in this city has become. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Sir, 1 do not stand up to minimise the 
magnitude of the situation which has been created by various epidemic 
diseases in consequence of the famine. But the question which is for 
discussed here is whether the present Ministry is responsible in any way for 
creating the situation or for the failure in arresting the progress of the 
epidemics. Everybody will- agree with me that malaria was raging high 
when the food problem of this province reached its zenith. Government at 
that time was mainly concerned with the supply of food and along with that 
they tried their best to secure quinine and supply it to the malaria-aft'ected 
districts. But Government had had limitation there also. We all know 
that supply of quinine lias been curtailed to a great extent and that 
rationing system has been introduced on account of the loss of Java from 
our possession — Java, from where large quantity of quinine used to be 
imported. Bengal is the only place wdiere quinine is produced in India: 
this quinine ha.s to be distributed all over India. Therefore, the allotment 
has had to be cut down to a certain extent. But it cannot be denied that 
at present through the help of the military, quinine has been made avail- 
able all over the mofussil districts in abundance — w'herever there is scarcity 
of quinine it is being supplied with the help of military and we find quinine 
everyw’here in abundance where there was shortage. Quinine is now' sold 
at controlled rate in almost every union : it is now^ distributed to district 
boards and union boards free of cost w'ith the result that that problem has 
almost been solved. Then comes the question of cholera. There are not 
sufficient laboratories for manufacturing cholera vaccines : the existing 
laboratories are not quite enough to meet the demands of the abnormal 
situation. The.se labtuatories work day and night and produce vaccine up 
to their maximum capacity; but in spite of that, they are not able to cope 
with the situation. It is difficult also to set up new' laboratories all at once 
and we realise the difficulty of the Government. Then, Sir, with regard to 
the question of small-pox : here also the same question arises, the question 
of sufficient number of laboratories to produce vaccines : that also depends 
on the capacity of individual laboratory to produce lymphs. The maximum 
quantity of vaccines are being produced by the* laboratories and maximum 
number of vaccinations are being given in the districts. I do not say that 
this is suffic ient. But I say that Government cannot improve on the situation 
under the present circumstances. Thanks to Lord Wavell, w'ho came to our 
help and mobilised the otherwise immovable military in this respect. There 
was difficulty of transport and district boards and other local bodies did not 
get the medicines and other supplies indented by them for waul of proper 
transport facilities. But this situation has been eased by the help of mili- 
tary: these articles are now being transported with the military aid. Then, 

we have got to consider the limit of financial responsibility. 

As soon as the military people came — I do not know* wherefrom they got 
money — they engaged petty officers of health assistants’ type in the district 
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boards getting Rs. 40 on Rs. 95.Perhaps the Government of India are 
giving money. But we find that they are being engaged. It has been 
suggested by some honourable member that as public health administration 
is not properly being managed by the self-governing bodies like the Calcutta 
Corporation and the district boards. Government should take charge of this 
department. Sir, I seriously object to that suggestion. Neither the 
Government nor the honourable member has been able to point out any 
dereliction of duty on the part of the district boards. They are running 
the organisation efficiently but they have not got unlimited finances. Their 
financial position being inelastic, they could riot spend more even if they 
had wished. Representations after representations were made to Govern- 
ment for monetary help, for medical men; but nothing came from the 
Government. So, the district boards and other local bodies cannot be blamed 
for that. The sanitary staff which is working under the district boards is 
working day and night. The staff is very ill-paid. The district boards 
wanted to increase their salaries but could not, owing to the reduced cess 
collections. The landlords have very good collections but they are loathe 
to pay cesses which will go to the district boards. Regard being had to 
all these facts, I would submit that the suggestion of the honoiirable member 
is not justified. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. President, Sir, on 
behalf of my group, I support the motion moved by my honourable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. His figures are more eloquent than his 
speech and I think those figures will amply prove the responsibility and 
neglect of the Government who were in charge at the time when this 
calamity took place. This famine took place about a year ago in this 
province. The Government tried to evade their responsibility at first by 
saying that there was no famine. There were bitter controversies between 
different parties here and we sometimes intervened in those debates. When 
the whole world said that there was famine, even then Government practi- 
cally did not show by any record that there was famine and they did not 
apply the Famine Code to the affected areas. Anyway, it is now admitted 
that famine has been raging in Bengal, and we all know that in the wake 
of famine comes pestilence in the shape of epidemic diseases. 

With the development of science, if it is not possible to prevent entirely 
the diseases it is at least possible to mitigate the evil to a great extent. 
We have also heard one honourable member of this House who is a doctor 
of some eminence in this city, and I think, you cannot lightly dismiss his 
remarks. It is quite apparent that Government did not, from the beginning, 
take all necessary steps to prevent the recurrence of diseases. The honour- 
able members of the Ministerial Group tried to advocate the cause of 
Government by saying what they have done. Certainly, they have done 
something. We do not say that tk^y have not done anj^thing but what are 
the facts? The facts are there that every day people are dying in great 
numbers and the most unfortunate part of the situation is that we do not 
even know the total mortality figure. Government have not published 
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what is the number of deaths, what is the percentage of deaths in Bengal 
due to starvation, disease, etc. One of the Hon’ble Ministers gave us in 
reply to our enquiry that it would not justify the expenses in war time 
to give the number oi deaths. It is oi^ly possible for Ministers in a country 
like ours to say that. Had it been in any other country, the Minister 
would have been lynched. But here Government goes on merrily while 
people are dying. It is just like Nero fiddling when Rome was burning. 

I am really sorry, that Ministers are still in a gay and joyful mood despite 
grave dereliction of their duty. They realise that as long as some votes 
are at their beck and call, they can stick to their posts. Does the gentle- 
man who is laughing on the other side know what vote he has at his 
disposal? Probably he has his own vote only. Anyway, I think that 
Government cannot get out of the fact that the pestilence and epidemics 
broke out during this Ministry. I do not say that the past Ministry was 
very good or that they were above blame. The pestilence and epidemic 
diseases nevertheless have happened during this Ministry. But what they 
have done? They could not prevent the diseases which it is possible to 
prevent. They have failed to discharge their duties. One honourable 
member complained against the Calcutta Corporation, and the Hon’ble 
President pointed out that it is not the proper place for reference to the 
Calcutta Corporation. But everybody knows that the Corporation is also 
suffering from financial difficulties. The Government should assist the 
Calcutta Corporation with sufficient funds to carry on the work of mosquito 
control. The Government is also responsible for the short connings and 
incapacity of the Corporation and the district boards which cannot carry 
on their work efficiently for want of funds. In the circumstances, Sir, I 
think that Government should take all possible steps to relieve the situation. 
Another of our honourable friends, Mr. Hamidul Huq Choudhury, said 
that people do not co-operate but I do not know when and at what stage 
our co-operation was sought. So far as the food problem was concerned, 
a Conference was no doubt called. We attended but no co-operation was 
asked from us save that the Hon’ble Food Minister spoke something and 
we had nothing to do except to hear it only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is beside the point ; we are now discussing about 
public health. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I am sorry I had to digress. 
But I Ijave done so because we were charged with not having co-operated 
with Government, and that is why I was saying that we were never even 
asked to co-operate with Government. And when we went to a (biiference 
in response to an invitation from the Minister of Food — I beg to say that 
the food problem is almost an allied problem with disease and famine — , 
we found to our utter surprise that the whole scheme had already been 
prepared and sent out to the different District Officers and we were simply 
to hear what the Hon’ble Minister had done, as if it was a sort of Press 
Conference and the whole object of the invitation was that we should go 
there and advertise the activities of Government. Was our co-operation 
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ever called for especially in this matter of preventible diseases? I say 
“no”. In that view of the case, it is the Government who are to blame 
and not the public or the leaders of the public. With these words, I resume 
my seat. 

Mr. NAGENDRA MATH MAHALANABIS: Mr. President, Sir, the 
motion before the House seeks to draw attention to the burning question 
of the day, namely, the death-roll that is being taken by malaria, small- 
pox and other preventible diseases. After having heard so many honour- 
able members on the motion, I have got no doubt in my mind that the 
main fact involved in the motion, namely, the question of the prevalence 
of these preventible diseases in this province is admitted on all hands. It is 
also admitted that these diseases could be easily prevented if timely action 
had been taken. Now, Sir, in discussing this matter of great importance 
some of the honourable members have tried to bring in unpleasant remarks 
by saying that we are trying to make political capital out of this situation. 
Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray has very pertinently replied to this sort of criticism 
and I do not like to add to that except to say that this sort of criticism has 
become a stock criticism for certain members. If what the Opposition 
say is sought to be hushed and silenced by the Government Party by 
saying that thej^ are trying to make a political propaganda, then I submit 
that instead of hearing the views of Opposition members they should chuck 
out the Opposition altogether, and no opportunity need be given to the 
Opposition to express their views whatsoever. Now, Sir, we find that it 
is not really a case where the Government should be so lielpless. Whatever 
'might have been the position with regard to the question of food problem 
in early June, July, August and September, it was foreseen by everybody 
that in the wake of famine, pestilence in the form of these diseases was 
coming. 

Now, Sir, what have the Government done? It has been said that 
Government could not do anything by magic. What were the things 
necessary to prevent spread of these diseases? In regard to malaria, all 
that was necessary was adequate supply of quinine. What attempts have 
been made by Government to obtain quinine we do not know and we have 
not heard anything about it up till now. But it is confessed that the 
supply of quinine is inadequate. Why? What attempts have been made 
to secure quinine? If Indian supply is not sufficient to meet the want of 
Bengal, why did you not try to get the supply from elsewhere when malaria 
has appeared in a serious form? I submit no reply has been given to this 
point, and the Government must confess their guilt. Then, Sir, with 
regard to cholera and small-pox — what is necessary is vaccine. Is it at 
all difficult to procure vaccine to cope with the menace? I submit, Sir, 
Government have not taken up this matter in all seriousness. If they had 
done so, they could have actually helped in this matter. Government have 
not tried to appoint adequate staff vaccination and have not encouraged 
the small societies — there are small societies and small chemical manu- 
facturing companies started by some doctors for the production of vaccine 
lymph in sufficient quantities, — but Government never cared to help them, 
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uever cared to take advantage of tliese organisations; and tkey did not 
utilise these small societies with a view to effect adequate supply of vaccine 
lymphs. Then, Sir, apart from the question of inadequacy of supply of 
medicines, there is another question for which I hold Government respons- 
ible, namely, the adulterated food that the Supply Department is supply- 
ing to the people. The mixing of joar and hazra with wheat is really 
causing much more mischief than want of food. Then, Sir, the adulterated 
mustard oil that is being sold to the people is being freely allowed without 
any check whatsoever. There is no check, as before, under the Food 
Adulteration Act. The Act has been laid aside. The oil which is being 
consumed by the people is doing more harm than if the people did not 
take mustard oil at all. Government do not care to see whether it is pure 
mustard oil or not. I should say people should go without the mustard 
oil which is to be retailed now-a-days instead of taking this oil. This 
sort of oil is responsible for killing hundreds and thousands of our 
people. The next question for consideration is the question of nutri- 
tion which was emphasised by Dr. K. S. Ray. You are taking away 
the cattle from our country. We do not get any supply of milk. For 
malaria the medicine is quinine and the food is milk — a malarial patient 
must have a sufficient quantity of milk. But instead of supplying milk 
you are taking away all the cattle. There are epidemic diseases of cattle 
in the countryside and thousands and thousands of cattle are dying along 
with men. But is the Government doing anything to prevent this mortality? 
I have not seen anything being done. I think Government will say that 
they are still compiling vital statistics. It is ridiculous that we do not know 
up till now what is the number of deaths in the province because the figures 
are still being compiled. We know, Sir, that in every village, every town 
and every city deaths are recorded from day to day by the local authorities 
and local bodies. 

The Public Health Department receive daily and weekly reports of deaths 
and in those reports they get the causes of deaths as well and it does not 
require any amount of labour or expense to compile statistics and to present 
those statistics before the House, The excuses that are being given in this 
House, are, I submit, it that is parliamentary, lame-excuses not worthy of 
the Government. I tlierefore submit that the Government has failed to 
IH-riorm its duty and L think every one present here would agree to that 
Jind this is all that this resolution stands for. 

*Mr. MUNCTURAM JAIPURIA addressed the House in Hindi. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I had no desire to take part 
today’s discussion but the remarks of the last speaker has induced me 
to speak something on this very vital question. Sir, this question might 
have been brought in this House in any other form except as an adjourn- 
motion. I know Mr. Lalit Chandra Das always comes with a motion 
this. AVith all respect to Dr. K. S. Ray, I must say that this motion 


authorised English translation of this Hindi Speech will be printed as an appendix 
debates of this session. 


to 



6B 


ADJOURNMElSrT MOTION. 


[9th Feb., 


has been moved with only one motive and that is a political motive, to 
censure the Ministry rightly or wrongly. That is the only intention 'Vfhich 
lies behind this motion. Of course, I must say that the subject-matter of 
this motion is very vital to the people of Bengal. Sir, it has been admitted 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that the prevalence of the diseases is 
very widespread in Bengal. Bengal is confronted with many serious 
problems, but it would not be correct to say that the present Ministry is 
sleeping or that they have failed to do their part. This Ministry all on a 
sudden found themselves confronted with the task of grappling with a very 
grave problem, namely, the prevention of the diseases which have broken 
out all on a sudden throughout the length and breadth of the country 
affecting 6 crores of people, pr. Bentley, the great friend of Bengal, said 
when there was an outbreak of cholera — and at that time there was no 
popular Government but the bureaucratic Government — that there was 
no money. There was some delay in his getting the money and in the 
meantime thousands died of cholera. 

Sir, I must congratulate the Ministry on the bold step they have taken. 
Though Bengal is facing a huge deficit, the Government are spending a lot 
of money on prevention of diseases. What w^as the expenditure under head 
‘‘Public Health^’ before? It never exceeded Rs. 50 lakhs, but this year 
Government have spent more than a crore on Public Health Department 
alone and they have taken all possible steps to prevent diseases. course, 

I cannot deny that malaria, cholera, dysentery and other diseases are 
widespread in Bengal. Speaking from my own personal experience and 
also from the recorded figures of Chittagong, I can say that in Chittagong 
the mortality from all diseases has increased more than double. Generally, 
the death-roll of Chittagong is about 50,000 but it has exceeded a lakh in 
1943. Sir, the incidence of cholera and malaria has increased more than 
double. Despite all the attempts that have been made by the Ministry, 
there is want of medical treatment in some quarters in Chittagong. Sir, 
the Ministry have to grapple with the very grave situation with limited 
resources. 

As regards quinine, the big source of quinine has dried up with the fall 
of Java. From the figure it appears that in 1938-39 Bengal consumed only 
1 lakh and 41,000 lbs. of quinine out of the total requirements of 2 lakhs lbs. 
In 1940-41, it dwindled into one lakh and 11,000 lbs. Sir, in 1943, it Fas 
dwindled into 75,000 lbs. but this Ministry has increased it to one lakh and 
23,000 lbs. Sir, the Ministry have organised the whole province on a basis 
so that medical relief may reach every village. They are going to set up 
250 travelling dispensaries or moving units and 5,000 other dispensaries. 
There is activity on all sides. Therefore, I do not think that this motion 
is in order at this time when there are great activities going on throughout 
the province to organise medical relief for Bengal. Sir, with these words, 

I oppose the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon^ble Minister will now reply to the debate. 
But before he begins, I may inform him that he can speak for twenty 
minutes only. After his speech the mover of the motion has a right of 
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reply. The Hon’ble Minister can also reply again to any new points in 
the speech of the mover. After that the discussion will Qpme to an end. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Is it your ruling, Sir, that after I make 
my reply the Hon’ble Minister also will^have a right of speaking again? 

/ Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Under what rule, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Under the very rule that gives the mover of an 
adjournment motion the right to reply to the Minister’s reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Very well, Sir. Mr. Kabir also wants 
to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; He is too late, I am afraid. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. President, Sir, the adjournment motion of my esteemed friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das is, I am afraid i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One moment, Khan Bahadur. Mr. Das, I would 
refer you to sub-rule ( 3 ) of rule 42 of our Rules of Procedure. You may 
now go on, Khan Bahadur Sahib. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, the 
adjournment motion of my honourable friend, as I have already said, is 
based on a misconception and absolute ignorance of the contents of the 
different communiques issued by the Bengal Government from time to time 
and also of my broadcast speech made on the 8th January, 1944, regarding 
the remedial measures that were taken for the reception of sick destitutes 
so far back as August last, and the establishment of famine relief emergency 
hospitals and the increased supply of quinine throughout the province, not 
to speak of increased indent of cholera and small-pox vaccines and the 
recruitment of a large number of preventive sanitary assistants and 
doctors. 

1 would like to mention also that according to the fortnightly reports 
trom the Surgeon-General and the Director of Public Health to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal malaria is definitely on the decrease in the majority of 
tlic districts, though it is a little high in Mymensingh. Malaria has 
dc(‘rcased in 14 districts. Four districts are absolutely free from cholera, 
Joid in 7 districts it is stationary. And only in two districts they are 
increasing- a little. Small-pox is definitely on the decrease in four districts; 
m G districts only it is stationary and one district is absolutely free. In 
the rest of the 15 districts, it is increasing a little, but vaccinations have 
been pushed on energetically. 

On the basis of figures so far received from 18 districts, it is expected 
that the total excess in the number of deaths during 1943 over the average 
t>f Jionual years will come to between 6 and 7 lakhs. The figure being an 
^Average of 1,184,000 and the actual for the whole year of 1943 is estimated 

1)784,000, so that the excess will be G lakhs or about 7 lakhs. In this 
Connection, I may tell the House that the figure of deaths on account of 
1 amine is being contested. We have recently seen in the statement issued 
9 
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by the Secretary of State that the figure of mortality is given as one million. 
People in our province and also of India as a whole are contesting this 
figure and claiming that it should be 2 millions. If that be so, then no 
blame can be laid at Uie door of the medical relief operations of the Bengal 
Government. You cannot censure the Government twice — once for lack 
of medical education which has brought about these deaths and again for 
want of food, and famine. These deaths are really attributable to the 
recurrence of— but T am not saving that there are no deaths from these 
diseases — malaria, cholera and small-pox. The figure of 7 lakhs includes 
deaths from all causes, cholera, malaria, small-pox as well as starvation. 
It is true that practically all excess cholera deaths are the result of famine 
conditions and starvation and want of people’s vitality and power to resist 
malaria. It must be remembered, of course, that cholera and small-pox 
recur periodically in normal times and they I’each their peak between 
November and January. We have taken early measures to fight against 
these diseases. Then, malaria has increased on account of famine condi- 
tions although malaria and small-pox also octuir independently of any 
famine. Honourable members know that Bengal is notorious for malaria 
and the high incidence of malaria this year is due to loss of vitality on 
uiicount of famine conditioiis. It would, therefore, be incorrect to deduce 
from this that the excess mortality figures of 1943 is due to lack of timely 
measures being adopted by Government — that Government failed to take 
timely action against these preventable diseases. With these observations 
I would now dwell on the measures which we have taken beforehand. We 
took office towards the close of April last and we found in August that the 
situation was serious. And as far back as September, 1943, the District 
Magistrates were authorised to open hospitals for the reception of sick 
destitutes all over Bengal. They were authorised to incur expenditure 
under Treasury Rule 27 up to any amount to bring medical relief to the 
poor and suffering people. Then in October, 1943, the Government of 
Bengal, through the Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Government Department, moved the Government of India for 40 doctors 
and 10 assistants for combating preventible diseases in Bengal in view of 
the shortage of doctors in the province. This will give the House an idea 
of what Government have done. Government as a matter of fact were 
alert about the seriousness of the situation and tried their best to give relief 
to the people. Witli regard to the complaint of my esteemed friend 
Dr. K, 8. Ray, I maj^ say that in the whole of Bengal there are 4,000 
doctors; out of this 4,000, 3,000 work in Calcutta and the rest, namely, 
1,000, is distributed throughout the mofussil area of Bengal consisting of 
60 million people. So I would a.sk the members to consider whether it is 
possible even for a super-man, to cater to the needs of such a vast popula- 
tion in the mofussil with only one thousand doctors giving perhaps one 
doctor for every 15,000 or 20,000 people. 

The present Ministry is noi at all responsible for this state of aft’air. 
It is due to the callousness of the people of Bengal. The people of Bengal 
have been callous in respect of medical relief and medical service in Bengal. 
They agitated for political achievements and for other things, but they did 
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not care for medical relief; they did not press the Government — India 
Government for providing adequate medical relief. On the other hand, 
even, between 1937 and 1942, I have never seen any serious agitation on 
the part of any member of the Upper Chamber or of the .Assembly to move 
for more money for the Public Health Department. Things have drifted 
not today, not during the last 5 years but in the course of the last 20 to 30 
years. So, if anybody is responsible for this, the people of Bengal, — and 
I should say the leaders of the Assembly and Council — , are responsible 
for this state of things. These are due to the accumulated neglect of the 
people of Bengal. Neither the present Ministry nor myself is responsible 
for this state of affairs. But it is not possible to effect an over-night 
improvement. (Mr. Ranajit Pal Ciiowduury: Two wrongs do not make 
a right thing.) Wt have some post-war reconstruction schemes and 
other schemes by which we want to revolutionise the whole public 
health administration. We want to bring medical relief to the door 
of every man in each union, through our mobile medical units. In 
October, 1943, the Government of Bengal moved the Government of 
India for enlarging hospital accommodation and then a definite 
scheme was made and the Government sanctioned more than 600 new 
hospitals with beds numbering over 18,000. Of these beds, 2,000 were 
in Calcutta and the remaining for the 12 worst affected districts of the 
;)rovince. I admit here tbal there was defective macliinery for the collec- 
ion of vital statistics. The President of the union board was made 
responsible for the collection of statistics. We have recently altered the 
nachinery. Now the Sanitary Inspector will collect the statistics. Here 
igaiii, there may be complaint that this Government is acting like a 
bureaucratic Government inasmuch as it is taking away power from the 
union boards. The worst affected districts are the 24-Parganas, Murshida- 
bad, Rangpur, Burdwan, Howrah, Midnapore, Dacca, Faridpur, Mynien- 
singh, Chittagong, Noakhali and Tippera. I do not know whether there 
is any honourable member from Rangpur here. But I may say that cholera 
und malaria have decreased in Rangpur. 

The total cost of this scheme is estimated to be 24 lakhs of rupees non- 
reiturring and 7 lakhs of rupees per month recurring. The Opposition 
members have said that Government have not done wliat they were required 
b) do. This is not correct. Even in this extraordinary circumstance they 
'^pending money. They are spending up to any amount that they can 
«pend on medical relief. Under this scheme, 15,000 beds have already been 
started in the mofussil and the delay in starting the rest is due to paucity 
f^f sufficient number of doctors. I appealed in my broadcast speech to the 
members of the medical profession to offer their services but in spite of very 
idtraciive emoluments that we offered, the response that we have go! from 
them is very poor. 

Besides the hospitals, 2,800 satellite treatment centres for outdoor 
eases of all kinds have been sanctioned as annexes to the 1,400 existing 
^‘^pensaries to fight malaria and. other diseases at an expenditure of 
than four and half lakhs of rupees. Quinine is liberally distributed 

^uugh centres already opened — their number is more or less 400 — and 
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through other non -Government agencies and the cost oh this account is 
estimated to be 17 lakhs of rupees. Additional sum of 7 lakhs of rupees 
has been sanctioned for the purchase of quinine. It is reported by the 
majority of the District Magistrates that malaria is markedly decreasing 
as a result of this quinine distribution. In addition to this, to bring medical 
relief to the door of those people who cannot avail themselves of the 
satellite dispensaries, Government have provided for 250 mobile medical 
units and the cost sanctioned on this accouni is more than two and half 
lakhs of rupees per month. These units, together with 41 other units 
maintained by the military, I am confident, will greatly alleviate the suffer- 
ings of the sick people. Here I can tell the House through you, Sir, that 
I acknowledge with gratitude the assistance that has been given by the 
military. But there is a general impression that the assistance given by 
the military is much more than what the Government iu the Civil Depart- 
ment have done. This is not correct. The military have only supplemented 
the resources of the emergency hospitals that we havt^ set up. It is 
true that they have got more equipped doctors who have been of great 
assistance to us. Suffice it to say, in the hospitals and the mobile treat- 
ment centres opened by the military no less than 1 lakh 85 thousand patients 
were treated. 

(Here the Hon’ble Minister reached his time-limit but was given some 
time to finish his speech.) 

Sir, there are so many things in connection with this motion and 1 am 
expected to answer every point but 1 am afraid I have got no time. 1 can, 
however, assure the ineinhers that there is no lack of attention or anxiety 
on the part of the Government to deal with medical relief to the people. 
I can assure the House that everything that is humanly possible is being- 
done by the Government and that mere statement of remedial measures 
will not help the situation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it the Hon’hle Minister wants to 
meet our points, he may be given more time to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How can we allow him more time ? The time 
allotted is 20 minutes under the rules. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have 
got nothing further to say. If my honourable friend Mr. Das would be 
good enough to come and see me in my office, 1 shall be able to convince 
him and show what steps have been taken in this behalf from the month 
of September and what we are doing. I intend to announce by a press 
commun ique 

Mri PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, your time is up; you cannot go on 
further. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur r;.aulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: All right, 
Sir. I would conclude by requesting the mover of the motion to be good 
enough to withdraw his motion, in view of the remedial measures that 
Government have taken. I may also say that we have provided quinine 
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for 10 millions' out of 60 million people of thi.s province. I would not like 
to take the time of the House further 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, I urn afraid yon are exceediiij^ your 
time-limit. Mr. Das, do you want t(^ exercise your ri^dit of reply? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After you have finished the Hon ’hie Minister has 
a second right of reply; so he must be given some time. Therefore, I can 
give you only 5 or 6 minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, so many members have spoken and 
I have got to reply to theii- remarks also. Please let me have some more 
time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, T am helpless in the matter. The debate 
must under the rules come to an end after two hours and we must finish 
by 3 p.m. punctually. If you exercise your right of repl^> , the Hon’ble 
Minister has a second right of reply: either you sjieak or you don’t. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Mr. President, Sir, I would like first of 
all to reply to one particular point which has been raised by some members on 
the Gfovernment side, particularly by Mr. Nur ALined and Mr. Hainidul 
Huq Chowdhiiry. They found that their position was very difficult, that 
what the motion stood tor was all true, that the people of Bengal were 
dying like cats and dogs and that proper remedies were not forthcoming 
from Government and that timely relief did not reach them. So the best 
course, they thought, would be iiot to meet my points by actual facts and 
figures. Instead, they took recourse to vilification. That is what, Sir, 
they have attempted to do. Both Mes.srs. Nur Ahmed and Hamidul Huq 
(diowdhury have charged me with having behind this motion a political 
motive. I say that he is a political, I am a political, every one in this 
House is a political. Therefore, it is easy for any one to charge another 
with having a political motive but if a person does not act according to his 
convictions, he is shirking his responsibility. The honourable members on 
the other side want to drown a very important motion brought by one of 
their adversaries by branding it as a political issue. Sir, it is a very 
important motion brought before the House for drawing pointed attention 
of Government to the serious situation in B’ejigal and they are to sa> 
\^h('ther the facts are true or not. Once they admit that they are true, 
they ought to hand down their heads in shame for it, unless they can 
point out facta wdiich justify their existence here. While they charge us 
^ith political motive we can equally charge them with a political motive. 
There is no case behind them and therefore they meet our points only by 
vilification ascribing political motive which is untrue. 

Next, I would like to point out another important fact, namely, that a 
large part of the speech of Mr. Nur Ahmed wms in entire support of the 
^notion I have moved. He poi^ted out that the death-roll in Chittagong 
Was running very high and medical help was not quite sufficient. That is, 
^ir, what we are saying — we are saying that medical help is not sufficient 
and death-roll is running very high. It is the duty of Government to see 
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that the life and property of the people are secure. If they cannot do so, 
they have no right to be on the Treasury Benches. If they want to remain 
on the Treasury Benches, they have got to discharge their duty and save 
the lives of the people from these preventible diseases. The Hon’ble 
Minister tried to wriggle out of the awkward situation by saying that out 
of the 4,000 doctors in the whole of Bengal, 8,000 are working in Calcutta 
and the rest are in the mofussil : as such how could this small number 
cater to the needs of so many people suffering from diseases in the mofussil? 
Well, 1 say, why did you not import doctors from outside? According to 
the statement of the Hon’ble Minister, he got timely warning of the coming 
catasprophe and he took timely steps. What steps the Government of 
Bengal have taken in trying to meet the present serious situation? Why 
did the Government not import a large number of doctors from outside 
the jjrovince and also a larger number of trained persons required for 
the purpose of vac(;ination and inoculation? Some of these points have 
been replied to by Dr. K. S. Ray. He distinctly charged tJie Government 
with dereliction of duty. Dr. Ray pointed out that whenever he approached 
Government with suggestions for medical relief, for contribution to medical 
needs of the province, for medical institutions, his suggestions were not 
taken notice of and sometimes even refused. Then, Sir, Government 
ought to have taken care to encourage people to take to Jiiedical profession: 
they ought to have taken care to properly educate the peoph'. Then and 
then only you can get sufficient doct<)rs. Sir, there is another very import- 
ant point to look to. Is it a fact that the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
called the students to come out to help in the matter of giving medical 
relief to the people of Bengal? Did they report for duty? If not, what 
vas the reason for not doing so? You charge us first of all by saying that 
he whole people of Bengal are callous; but did you move the Government 
)ither as a member or as a Minister for sufficient money for giving medical 
lelp to the people ? Sir, remaining where he is, as a Minister of Govern- 
aent representing the people, it was his ch*ar duty to move the Govern- 
lent, to persuade the Government to make sufficient allotments for medical 
nd public hygiene purposes. It was clearly his business to move the 
hvernment for money to cope with the situation. But instead of that 
B makes it his business to charge the whole people of Bengal with callous- 
Bss. Again I say, it was his clear dutj^ to move Government to allot 
ifficient funds for proper medical education as well foi* proper medical 
eatment. 

Then, Sir, is it a fact that when the Hon’ble Minister called the students 
1 render medical help and come to the rescue of the suffering people, 
iffcient number was not forthcoming? Our report is that the Hon’ble 
.inister’s selection of people was wrong and many did not turn iip with 
le result that sufficient help was not available which proved disastrous to 
le people, and several lakhs of people died in consequence. These are the 
)ints which the Hon’ble Minister did not care to reply to. He said that 
large number of hospitals ,.as been started — large number of beds has 
en provided for. I Jcnow, Government started some emergency hospitals, 
know also that they have added .some beds to the existing hospitals. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: May I rise on a point of order, Sir? 

Mri PRESIDENT; Order, order. Yes, Mt. Eoy. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Sir, ray point of order is that Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das is addressing the Hon’hfe Minister direct and not through you. Is he 
in order ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; I have been addressing the Hon’ble 
Minister through you. Sir. However, Sir, I know all these things. But 
what I want to say is that we should have more hospitals and more beds 
and all of them in right good time. As for example, in Horana police-station 
only 20 beds have been given, where 2,000 beds are necessary. Where 50 
emergency hospitals are needed, only one is there. We get all these 
hospitals and beds on paper all right but in actual practice there is very 
little sign of these things being in operation. The Government have failed 
to discharge their duties properly, fairly and adeijuatelv. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Das, i hope you will now resume your seat. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I speak a few words with 

regard to quinine? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the Hon’ble Minister will have to jeply to you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, has the Hon’ble Miui.ster an^ 

mind to reply to my jioints? They are unanswerable. 

Malaria has increased 4 to 5 times than what it was betore. I want to 
know what arrangements (he Government made to cope with that situation. 
Sir, one honourable member belonging to the Government party was saying 
or rather deploring the loss of his possession of -lava 1 was wondering 
when Java in his possession? 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Mr. Das, have you fiiii.sbed your liuiuiue'r 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I speak only for a couple of minute? 
more? Give me two minutes. Sir, for quinine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you have already spoken for 10 mimites more. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; All right, Sir 
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; Sir. we 
have tried our best to get doctors from other provinces. In fact, we have 
got 26 doctors from Burma. (Mr. R.vx.rjn CnowDHrRY : Burma 

refugees?) No, no, we have got them from the Burma Government on 
loan. Now, from the Government of India also we have asked for doctors 
and we will soon get son)e. I think very shortly we shall get two-thirds 
of the whole of India’s strength of doctors. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Did you offer them proper wages? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; ( ertainly 
we did, but you are unanswerable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The Council stands adjourned till 1 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Thursday, the 10th February. 

1044 . 
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Members absent. 

The followinjif iiienibeis were absent from the meeting held on the 9th 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahma<l. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza (^lowdlmry. 

(4) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(5) Mr. Kamini Kumar Diitta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gotraii. 

(7) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. H. C. Mukherji. 

(10) Mr. R. 8. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(12) Di’. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944— No. 4. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 10th February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the fourth 
day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(J^)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
T. B. Hospital at Dinaipur. 

M. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBIB: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that there are 
a large number of tubercular patients amongst the hillmen and other poor 
people in the Darjeeling district, who cannot have proper treatment in the 
local hospitals for want of accommodation? If so, do the Government pro- 
pose to arrange for a properly-equipped T. B. Hospital for the treatment of 
these poor people? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad). As soon as normal conditions return making construc- 
tion work possible, Government intend to implement the decision announced 
in 1937 to establish a sanatorium for tuberculosis in this Province as an 
integral part of their campaign against tuberculosis. The bill people of 
Darjeeling district will be eligible for admission to that sanatorium. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAIUMDAR: Will the HorCble Minister please state 
whether Government propose to ct)mmence the urgent work in the interest 
of the hill people from whom a large number of military labour are recruited 
in rented houses which are always avitilable in the locality? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: I may 

say for the information of the House that there are two hospitals available 
^or T. B. patients. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that two 
iiospitals are quite insufficient for the purpose for which this question was 
asked ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Well. 

I am not aware that any patient was ever refused admission in those 
liospitals for want of accommodation. 

10 
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Allegations against the Jessore Distriot Board. 

BO. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and T^ocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the ex-President of the Ohandibarpur 
Union Board, police-station Narail, district Jessore, sent a memorial to him, 
through the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, on the 20th March, 
1943, making certain allegations against the Jessore District Board? If so, 
will he please enlighten the House as to the contents of the said memorial? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has been taken by the Government 
or is intended to be taken in the matter ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHMAD; (a) The answer 
is in the negative. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Opening Fir^lanes in Bustee areas of Calcutta. 

36. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Will the HoiPble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(а) if he is aware of a scheme for oi)ening fire-lanes in bustee areas of 

Calcutta in order to provide easy access for fire engines; 

(б) if any fire-lanes have been owned in these aieas; 

(c) if so, where and when; and 

(d) if not, what are the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, four, 

(c) (1) Gun Foundry Road, Cossipore, 

(2) Belgatchia, 

(3) Motijheel, Tangra, and 

(4) Bhukailash Road, Kidderpore, 
all within the last eight months. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’bie Minister please inform 
the House how many hustees are there in Calcutta? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I want 
notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Are not the fire-lanes — four or five 

mentioned in the reply quite insufficient in comparison with the total number 
of bustees that are to be dealt with by opening fire-lanes ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: On the 

basis of the pesent figure, I api advised that the number given is for the 
presont sumcient for the access of fire engines. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Starvation ohm in Caloutta. 

37. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health ai^d Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — i 

(a) if he is aware that destitutes on the point of death due to starva- 
tion are being removed from the streets of Calcutta to various 
hospitals of the city and the suburbs with infant children in 
their charge; 

(h) whether a record as to the caste and creed of the infant children 
is kept at the time of their removal to the hospitals ; and 
(r) what arrangements are being made for the custody and protection 
of the infant children in the case of the death of their parents? 

The Hon’Iilo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; (a) and 

(h) Yes. 

<t’) The orphans at first are given necessary treatment at the hospital, 
if required. They are then scut over for custody and protection to the 

(i) Infant Relief (’eiitre at 43, Wellesley Street, (^alcutta, (li) and (in) to 
Relief Pentres at No. 89, Elliott Road, and 55, Haris Chatterjee Street, 
Palcutta. Details of each orphan are furnished to the Society for the Pro- 
tectio7i of Children in India. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon'lde Minister aw'are that this 
Society for the Protection of Cliildren in India is a private organisation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I suppose 
it is a private one. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Has Government got any official insti- 
tution where these details are kept on record? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, 
there is a register for keeping tl vse details: records are kept in the office 
of the Society for the Protection of Children in India. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Does the Government propose to 
establish a home for the orphans thus collected from streets or places where 
they roam about? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: May I 

submit, Sir, it is a request for action : I could not follow’ the question. 
What is the question? 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: The question is whether Government propose to 
establish a Home for the orphans. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: My 

^^epartinent is not concerned with it. But in this connection. 1 may say 
the information of the Hou.se that there is a proposal before the Educa- 
tion Department for the establishment of such an orphanage. 
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Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Does the Government propose to send 
the Hindu orphans to the Hindu orphanage and Muslim orphans to the 
Muslim orphanage before handing them over to the Society for the Protec- 
tion of Children in India. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
not given thought over this matter. I will consider it. 

Chalera in the ctistrict of Mymensingh. 

38i Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Eon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and I^ocal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether he is aware that there is. a serious outbreak of cholera in 

the district of Mymensingh; 

(b) what quantity of anti-cholera vaccine was sent to the Jlistrict 

Health Officer, Mymensingh, from the 1st August to the 15th 

September, 1943; and 

(c) what was the demand of the District Health Officer, Mymensingh, 

for anti-cholera vaccine during that period ? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Yes. 

(b) 60,000 c.c. 

^c) 60,000 c.c. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
■state if his attention was drawn to several telegraphic requisitions sent 
by the District Health Officer of Mymensingh to the Director of Public 
Health, Bengal, and to the Superintendent of the Bengal Vaccine Laboratory 
asking for 50,000 c.c. cholera vaccines for inoculation and again for one 
lakh per week as occasion would demand? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
not seen the telegraphic requisition specifically. Some were addressed to 
me personally and I have asked the Public Health Department to take 
immediate action. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to reply 
to this question without reference to those telegrams? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; Yes, the 
printed question is ‘Vhat was the demand and what was the supply”. 
The answer is there. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: AVhat I wanted to clarify is this: whether 
the District Health Officer of Mymensingh sent telegraphic requisition 
towards the end of August last to the Director of Public Health for sending 
50,000 c.c. cholera vaccines per week and then one lakh per week as occasion 
arises ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 
could not follow the honourable member. 
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Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: The i*6ply to (c) shows that the entire 
demand of the District Health Officer for ihe period from Ist August, 1943, 
to 15th September, 1943, was 50,000 c.c. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaj% Shahabuddin and Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed 
were talking.) 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is very difficult for ihe C&air to-' 
conduct business if honourable members go on talking amongst tlremselves. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister' 
been drawn to the telegraphic requisition sent by the District Health Officer' 
of Mymensingh wherein the officer wanted 100,000 c.c. per week. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: My 

attention was not drawn to that telegram. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Does the Hon’ hie Minister think that the 
answer has been prepared without any reference to those requisitions and 
that the answer is incorrect? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; I do not 

think that my printed answer is incomplete. As for the demand for 
100,000 c.c. I shall look into the matter. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Has the answer been prepared without 
any reference to those documents? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. That cannot be a question. You 
may ask for information but how the Hon’bie Minister prepares bis answer 
is not your concern. You put your question and it is for the Hon’bie- 
Minister to reply. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Is the Hon'ble Minister prepared to 
contradict me when I say that the answer to part (r) is false? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Khan Sahib, 1 would ask you to 
withdraw that expression. Government never gives any false reply. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: I withdraw it. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; The 

answer is quite correct. 

Mrt HARIDAS MAZUMDAR, Sir, 1 have heard much about official 
infonnation. Will the Hon’bie Minister he pleased to state if any non- 
official agency also has asked for some supply of vaccines? 

Mr# PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

Petrol Ration, 

3S. Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Ministei ia 
charge of the Home Dei>;ii’iment be pleased to state — 

(o) if he is aware of the difficulties of car owners who have to travel 
all the way to Beltala to obtain their petrol ration every month; 
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(6) if so, whether the Government intend to remove this office to a 
more central place; and 

(c) if the Government propose to discontinue basic rations and distri- 
bute the petrol thus saved more equitably among those engaged 
in work of an essential character? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khnraja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) and (h) It is to the advantage of the public 
that the Petrol Rationing Office should be located alongside the Motor 
Vehicles Department. Irregularities regarding tax, registration, permits, 
etc. can be immediately rectified and ration drawn. If the two departments 
were separated, a good deal of time would be spent in travelling from one 
office to another. 

(c) Government do not propose at present to discontinue basic rations. 

Leans and advances taken from the Central Gevemment. 

4S. Mr, NUR AHMiED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department be jdeased to state what is the total amount of loans 
and advances taken from the Central Government by the Government of 
Bengal up to the 31st October, 1943? Out of this total amount, how much 
is taken as loan and for whai purposes and how much as advance and for 
what purposes ? 

(b) What is the total amount si)ent on the civil defence works in Bengal 
up to the 30th September, 1943, from the beginning of this War? 

(c) How much of this total expenditure on the civil defence works have 
been borne by the Central Government and how much has been met from 
the Provincial revenues? 

(d) Have the Government of Bengal approached the Central Government 
for a subvention of substantial sums to meet the deficit in the Provincial 
finance due to extraordinary charges incurred by this Government owing 
to the f(xKl distress and war emergencies? 

(e) If so, toi w^hat amount has the subvention Ix'en asked for? 

(/) Have the Government of India agreed to grant any subvention to 
the Government of Bengal oj* to write ofi the loans advanced to them? 

(ff) If so, what is the said amount for which a subvention has been 
granted or loan written off by the Government of India? 

Mr. Biren Roy rose to reply for the Hon'ble Finance Minister without 
taking Mr. President’s permission to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you replying to the question of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, Mr, Roy? In that case you should have asked my 
permission to do so. Becaus I call out the name of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister and you should have the permission of the Chair before you reply 
for him. 
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Mr* BIREN ROYi Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mri Ttilsi Chandra Coswami)s (a) The total amount of loans and advances 
taken from the Central Government up to Slst October, 1943, is shown 
below : — 


Amount 
of loan . 

Loans and the purpose for which taken Rg. 

(t) Ways and Means loan to meet the cost of ordinary adminis- 
tration . . . * - . . . 6,60,00,000 

(ii) Loan for the purchase of rice by the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment . . . • . . . . . . 6,60,00,000 

{Hi) Loan for the purchase of wheat by the Civil Supplies- 

Department . . . . . . , . 1,60,00,000 

(it*) Loan for Grow More Food schemes . . . . 62,15.000 

{v) Loan to meet the Provincial share of civil defence expen- 
diture up to 3lHt March, 1943 . . 1,64,06,000 


Total . . 14,66,21,000 

Advances and the purpose for which taken— 

{vi) Advance to meet the total cost of expenditure on civil 
defence for the first three quarters of 1943-44 which 
will be adjusted at the close of the year by final alloca- 
tion of the actual expenditure between the Centre and 
the Province . . . . . . . . 3,00,00,000 


Total Loans ami Advances . . 17.66,21,000 


Out of the louiis in {ii) and {v) above, Hs.50,00,IX)M and Rs. 8, 81, 200, 
respectivelj^ had been repaid by 31 «t Oetol>er, 1943. The total net loan 
outstanding on 31. st ()(d(>l)er, 1943, was Rs. 14,07,39,800. 


{h) and {c) The position is shown in the statement below : — 


Year. 

Central 

Govern- 

ment’s 

share. 

Bengal 

Goveni- 

ment’s 

share. 

Total 

expenditure 
on Civil 
Defence. 

Amo\iat 
actually 
recovered 
from the 
Centre. 

Amount 
still to be 
recovered 
from the 
Centre. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1939-40 to 1942-43 . . 

3,36,86,879 

1,94,37,988 

5,31,24,867 

2,98,89,879 

37,97,000 

1943-44 (up to 30th Sep- 
tember). 



2,33,43,468 ! 



Total expenditure up 
to 30th Septem- 
ber, 1943. 



7,64,68,335 




Allocation of ex|>endiiure between the ('eutre and the Province is made 
fit the close of the year. It is not pcwsible, therefore, to work out at this 
stage the Central and Provincial shares of the expenditure incurred up to 
30th September this year. 
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(d) and (e) The Government of Bengal is in correspondence with the 
Central Government on the subject. It is not considered to be in the public 
interest to furnish details at this stage. 

(/) and (g) No decision has yet been reached. 

The Central Priman^ Eduoaticm Committee. 

41. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state if the Central Primary Educa- 
tion Committee contemplated under the provisions of the Bengal (Eural) 
I^rimary Education Act, 1930, has been formed in Bengal? If not, why 
not? 

{h) Has any sur^^ey of the whole Province been undertaken by the Gov- 
ernment with a view to drawing up a comprehensive scheme for the primary 
education for the whole Province with special reference to — 

(i) area and population to be served by each school, 

(it) unschooled areas that are in need of new schools, 

(Hi) equitable distribution of new schools, 

(iv) special condition prevailing in each locality, 

(v) equipment and accommodation of primary schools, 

(vi) communications, and 

(vii) introduction of Islamic course in selected primary* scdiooLs? 

(c) If not, do the Government propose to undertake such a survey and 
to draw up a comprehensive scheme for the primary education for the whole 
Province? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan); (a) No school boards have up-to-date been form- 
ed in seventeen districts, only three of which are non-cess paying. In the 
Burdwan Division the majority of the districts are without Boards. In 
order to have a representative central committee it is necessary that the 
majority of the districts in each division should have Boards established. 

(b) (i) to (vi) Yes, 

(vii) Beligious education has been made a part of the primary school 
curriculum. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of answer (a), have not the 
Government any responsibility to see that there are school boards in the 
districts? In the answer Government have said “No school boards have 
up-to-date been formed in seventeen districts “ 


. The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There should be a fullstop 
after “No'\ 
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Ilifalontion of lancliorclB’ feos in the Mymensingh Oolleotorate. 

42i Khan Sahih NURUL AMilN: Will the |J[on’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether there was a defalcation of landlords’ fees in the Mymen* 

flingh Collectorate ; and 

(b) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative — 

(t) whether the amount actually defalcated has been ascertained > 

(it) if so, what is the amount, 

(Hi) if not, to what extent the amount could be ascertained and 
the reason for the inability of the Government in ascertain- 
ing the exact defalcated amount, 

(iv) how much of the defalcated amount falls within the categoiy 
of ‘^lapsed landlord fees”, and 

(r) whether the Government contemplate to reimburse the My- 
mensingh District Board to the extent of the defalcation 
of the ^lapsed landlord fee”? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Yes. 

(b)(i) to (??/) The amount of money definitely established to have been 
withdrawn fraudulently is Es.8,032. As the records up to 1938 were 
destroyed under the rules in 1939, it could not be ascertained if any amount 
deposited before 1939 had been fraudulently withdrawn. 

(iv) Rs. 3,408. 

(v) The question is under consideration. 

Exieitsioft of the operation of the Bengal Tenancy Act to Western Oiiars* 

43. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0HALANABI8; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department l)e pleased to state whether 
the Government propose to withdraw the restrictions imposed on the exten- 
sion of the operation of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, to the Western Diiars 
of the Jalpaiguri district? If so, when? If not, why not? 

The Hon’blo M^. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No The existing 
restrictions safeguard the interest of the bo?ia fide cultivators of the are» 
who aie mostly aboriginal tnbe.s. 

Representation el the Legislature on the *^Atter->Nav Reconstrucition 

Oenunittee’’. 

44. Mr. MUNCTURAM JAIPURIA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Ixiilwur and Industries Depaitment l>e pleased to 
state whether the Bengal Legislature is represented on the ”After-T\ ar 
Ilcconstruction Committee” appointed by the Government of Bengal? If 

who are the representatives? W^ere the claims of the non-Musline 
Jnombera of the Legislature considered ? 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that no 
member from the Opposition in the Legislature was appointed on this 
important Committee ? If so, why ? 

(c) If the answer to the first part of ptiragraph (h) be in the affirmative, 
will the Government consider the desirability of appointing from the legis- 
lature on the Committee some capable meml)ers of the Opposition who take 
keen interest on the subject? If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the grounds for such refusal? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a) No, not as 

such. Two members of the Bengal Legislature — Mr. A. R. Siddiqui and 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin — have been appointed on the Committee, but 
not as members of the Legislature but in their personal capacity. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Do Government propose to appoint some 
members from the Opposition not as members of the Legislature as such ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; There is no Opposition if 
they are not members of tlie Legislature. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why did not Government propose to 
take in non -Muslim members from the Legislature in the same way that the 
Government considered the position of Mr. A. R. Siddiqui and Khan 
Bahadur M. A. Momin and took them in not as members of the Legislature. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to consider the position of the mem- 
bers in the Opposition not as members of the Legislature but otherwise? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 did not consider when 
I appointed Mr. Siddiqui and Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin as members of 
^he Legislature. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir, I shall put it in this way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister has already said that be has 
nothing more to add. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We take it from the answer given that 
Mr. Siddiqi and Khan Bahadur Momin were not considered as members of 
the Legislature but that they were considered for some other reasons to be 
Ifit to be on the Post-war Reconstruction Committee. But may I ask him 
w^hether he can similarly consider the position of non-Muslim members of 
the Opposition not as members of the Legislature but otherwise and take 
them in on the eommittee which they consider to be so very important, 
without giving a communal colour to the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sii’, there are already a 
number of non-Muslims on the Post-War Reconstruction Committee and I 
have already stated that 1 had not the Legislature in view when I made 
rhy recommendations: so the question of representation of the members 
of the Opposition does not arise. 
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Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister please explain 
in wbat way he considered the position of Mr. Siddiqi and Khan Bahadur 
Momin other than as members of the Legislature f 


Mr* PRESIDENT: It is quite clear from the Hon’ble Minister’s reply 
that these two gentlemen were appointed not as members of the Legislature 
but as members of the public — in their individual capacity. Therefore, I 
do not think your question arises. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My question is this: whether from the 
standpoint of the public the Hon ’hie Minister is prepared to consider the 
position of non-Muslim members of the public who also happen to be mem- 
bers of the Legislature and put in two more non-Muslims from the public 
as in the case of these two honourable gentlemen, Mr. Siddiqi and Khan 
Bahadur Momin? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: To that question also the Hon’ble Minister has 
replied. There are several non -Muslims on the committee already who have 
been appointed on the same criteria. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Kindly let the Hon’ble Minister answer 
this question himself, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; All right, Sir. Let me 
answer the question myself. I have already said that there are several non- 
Muslim members on the committee. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please state whether he considered the case of all the Muslim members of 
the general public when selecting Hindu members on the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I would prefer not to answer 
the question, >Sir. It would not be fair. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’bie Minister please inform 
the House the basis on w'hich he considered this matter and selected these 
two members of tiie committee? 

The Hon’bie Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, many factors w'ere taken 
into consideration in making these nominations. For the information of the 
House I may mention that Mr. Nalini Hanjan Sarkar, Sir Gyan Ghose, and 
Sir Biren Mookerjee are on the committee. Various considerations were 
taken into account before these nominations were made and it is very 
dilhcult to define all of thqm. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Do the Government propose to take in 
some members who are nienihers of the Chambers of Commerce and are 
^uembers of tbe Legislature as well? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHAEUDDIN: Sir, the nominations were 
not after considering the claims of persons as representatives of an> 
nistitution or interest but only keeping in view tbe work wliicli the Post- 
Reconstruction Oommittee will be called upon to do. Tiie decisions 
made on other grounds than those of (’ommerce or private iiitcre.‘'ts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 
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Adjournnwnt motion of Mr. Haridcn Mazumdar regarding rationihg of 

articles of “bhog.” 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have ^iven notice of adjourn- 
ment motion which runs as follows: — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you moving it now? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, I am asking your permission to 
move it. The motion runs thus: — ‘'That the Council do adjourn its business 
to discuss an urgent and definite matter of public importance, namely, the 
situation that has been created in Calcutta and the adjoining rationed areas 
by the decision of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies not to 
issue food-ration cards to the sehaits, trustees and managers of deities for 
their daily puja and hhogs as religious offerings and for the feeding of the 
poor as an essential part of such sacred ritual, in spite of urgent public 
demand, resulting in the non-performance of a religious duty enjoined by 
the Hindu shastras and provision of the religious trusts.*’ 

Sir, I am moving this motion as it is ray religious duty 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot move the motion till you have permission. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, 1 am asking for permission to 
move and I hope and trust that there will be no objection to my doing so 
from any section of the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please explain why you propose to move 
it? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. I move it because it is very 
important that the daily pujas of the deities must be performed by the 
sehaits and trustees in compliance with the injunctions of the .s*u.s’tw,«f and 
the provisions ot the religious trusts. By the rationing order the sehaits 
and trustees are not allowed to have ration cards issued in their names on 
behalf of the religious institutions and also for the jirivaie deities. It is 
essential for a Hindu to perform pujas and offer hhogs before he partakes 
of his food. After the religious offerings these hhogs become prasads and 
then they are distributed among the poor. The difficulty is that Hindus, 
unless they get ration cards cannot get an ounce of foodgrains from the 
market for performing these ceremonies and unless steps are immediately 
taken to issue ration cards to the sehaits and trustees of these institutions 
it is impossible for them to perform these ceremonies as enjoined by the 
Hindu shastras. There are some other religious ceremonies such as sradh 
and other occasional religious functions. The Hindus are handicapped, on 
accx)unt of the introduction of the ration card system, to perform these 
ceremonies, unless separate and special cards are issued for this purpose. 
With these words, I ask your permission to move the adjournment motion 
and request the House to accept it. I am, however, prepared to withdraw 
the motion if the Hon’blt Minister makes a statement to our satisfaction 
with definite assurance to make arrangements for hhogs, sradli s and other 
religious ceremonies affecting the Hindus of Bengal. 
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Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I cannot accept the 
motion at it stands. I may, however, say that the honourable member has 
not been able to explain the religious view-point of the Hindus, so far, as 
hhog is concerned, veiy satisfaoiorily. I have made some researches in the 
subject and I appear to be acquainted with it. I am prepared to say this 
that I am most anxious to ensure supply for hhogs and other religious cere- 
monies to the extent that it is necessary for the performance of these 
ceremonies, and I am examining the position as to how best we can ensure 
supply, having regard to the quantum of supplies in our possession. I hope 
the House will be satisfied with what I have said. In a few days’ time I 
hope to be able to give the public the conclusions that I arrive at on this 
subject. I hope after this assurance the honourable member will withdraw 
his motion. But if he does not, I shall have to oppose it. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it a promise from the Hon’ble Civil 
Supplies Minister that he will issue ration cards for the purpose and make 
a statement on this subject? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister 
I do not like to press my adjournment motion. But this is the tenth day 
of rationing and I would request the Hon’ble Minister to be a little up and 
doing in the matter and see that the statement is made at an early date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then Mr. Mazumdar, I take it that in that case you 
do not ask for permission to move the adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In view' of the assurance of the Hon’ble 
Minister, I do not press the adjournment motion. 


The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1944. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea will now 
move the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, it was brought to the notice of Government that during the period 
of scarcity of foodgrains and abnormal increase in their prices during the 
year 1943 many petty rahjaU and unde^-rai^/a^s transferred their agricultural 
holdings by sale for small amounts in order to maintain themselves and 
their families and thus reduced themselves to the position of landless 
labourers. This caused grave anxiety to Government who considered it 
necessary to undertake legislation immediately in order to enable those 
raiyaU and undeT-raiyats to get back their holdings. As the legislature 
was not in session then, an Ordinance, viz., the Bengal Alienation of Agri- 
tiultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1943, was promulgated 
by the Governor on 24th December, 1943, under sub-section (1) of section 
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88 of tlie Government of India Act. The present Bil] is a complementary 
measure to follow up the said Ordinance, the term of which will expire after 
six weeks from the commencement of the present session of the Legislature. 
The main provision of the Bill is that if during the year lf)48 a rniyat or 
ym^ev-raiyat has transferred for maintaining himself or his family any agri- 
cultural holding by sale for any consideration the amount or value of which 
does not exceed Ra. 250, he may apply to the Collector for restoration of 
such holding on paying hack the consideration money with interest at the 
rate of OJ per cent, plus the amount of any compensation for improvement 
effected to the holding after the date of transfer less the amonnt of the net 
income derived for such holding by the person in possession of the holding 
as a result of such alienation. Option has also heeii given to the rniyat or 
under-n/?jyr?/ to apply for conversion of the sale of his holding into a complete 
usufructuary mortgage for a period nol exceeding ten years. 


It may be menlioned in this connection that figures have been collected 
from the Sub-Registry offices situated in the most distressed nieas of the 
province about the extent of sale of raiipfti holdings in I94d. The total 
number of sales of ordinarv occupanc.\ holdings in those areas during the 
period was ')ld,8dl ot which 42()d)8d sales representing ahoiit 8d per cent, 
of the total number of such sales were for amounts not exceeding Hs. 250. 
There were also ()0,4dt) sales ot inokara n rtuyafi holdings during the year 
of which 40,758 sales representing alwuit 77 per cent, of the total number 
of such sales were for amounts not exceeding Rs. 250. These figures make 
it clear that the limit of Rs. 250 provided for in the Bill will covei- the bulk 
of the cases. So, in view of the above facts and in consideration of the fact 
that this is a purely temporary measure and as other schemes of rehabilita- 
tion are under the consideration of Government, T hope the House will accept 
my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Alienation of Agri- 
cultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

If any honourable member wants to speak on the consideration motion, 
he may do it now, 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, with your permission 1 rise to support this 
motion. Sir, the Bill is a very useful one. Its intention is to render some 
relief 4o those unfortunate cultivators who have sold away their holdings 
under the pressure of overwhelming distress and who have become landless 
wanderers in this wide world. Sir, this measure is very modest, and it 
contains very modest provisions for rehabilitating these unfortunate persons. 
In this Bill, Government ‘ doing some justice to the cultivators, but I 
think its provisions should have been much wider and its scope should have 
been further widened in order to include persons who have sold their hold- 
ings the valuation of which is Rs. 500, in view of the fact that some of the 
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unscrupulous transferees have falsely entered into the document more than 
Rs. 260. However, I congratulate the Ministry on their bringing this 
modest measure and I wholeheartedly support the motion. 

Mr. H^RiDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in according my support to this 
Bill I propose to make certain observations. The price-limit of the property 
already sold has been put at Rs. 250. I think Government should have 
enhanced the amount a bit more 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you are entering into fletails, I 
think. You should confine yourself only to the principle of the Bill. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Therefore, Sir, if Government wish to 
amend and improve the Bill/ they can do it at the time of passing. This 
is my request. As regards the general principle, this sort of rushing a Bill 
without placing it for the consideration of members of the House, either 
in the Select Committee of a limited number of members or of the whole 
House, is not salutary. I think we should have a Select Committee. How- 
ever, this is a welfare measure to help the poor and the distressed and 
those who have been conipelled to part with their little all for hunger and 
on account of famine and pestilence, and therefore I associate myself 
whole-heartedly with this measure. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I support the principle 
underlying the Bill, but the Bill does not go far enough to give real relief 
to the cultivators. Its provisions should be substantially amended. The 
provision that the value has to be repaid within the period of two years by 
an application for this purpose requires re-examiuatioii. Therefore, the 
Bill provides that the man has to pay double the value of the land in 1944-45 
for getting back the land for which be had parted in 1948. Most of these 
people will be quite unable to pay the price, because possibly the land sold 
represented all they had or ])ossessed. Therefore, I should suggest that 
the cumbrous procedure that has been provided in the Bill should be replaced 
by a simple provision to the efiect that the vendor shall get back bis land 
on his applying for the same within two years from the passing of this Act. 
But he will remain indebted to the purchaser for the money be received from 
the purchaser and the land shall remain subject to mortgage for this money 
which might be paid in B) equal instalments. If these provisions are 
in(‘orporated, then it will really serve the purpose for which the Bill is being 
enacted. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, the principle of the Bill, of course, 
is admirable; but I am afraid 1 do not feel much enthusiasm for the Bill 
il«elf. It seems to me that if this temporary relief that is sought to he given 
IS passed into law, then the people who are sought to he relieved will not 

relieved but certaiu other classes of people will be benefited, whom 
perhaps the Hon’hle Revenue Minister has no intention of benefiting, 
namely, the lawyers, — because that will lead to a lot of litigation — , and 
the people who have got money and whose income has now increased 
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and also the people who have got covetous eyes over the lands which they so 
long could not buy but which they can now afford to buy. What will happen 
in that case? I would like you, Sir, to visualise what will happen. A 
poor man who had not enough to live upon during these difficult times had 
to sell his land for Es. 250 or less. It is very unlikely that he will be able 
to go to the court and deposit Rs. 250 with an additional ten per cent. 
What will really happen is that some rich men in the neighbourhood will 
€ome to him and make him an offer of Es. 250 plus the 10 per cent, and 
plus something more — just as in the case of a henami transaction — and make 
him apply, get back the land and then transfer it to him. That is what 
will happen in most cases. 

Then, if the poor man himself is able to accumulate this Es. 250 plus 
10 per cent, and wants to get back the land, he will go to court and the 
man who purchased the land will naturally oppose him and there will be 
litigation the result of which is not difficult to foresee. So I think these 
measures will not serve any useful purpose. On the contrary, it will only 
lead to litigation and to henami transactions. Under the circumstances, 
although I do not oppose the Bill in so many words, I would like Govern- 
ment to reconsider the position in the light of what I have stated and either 
improve it in such a way that the return of the land would be automatic 
or to drop the Bill altogether. It is no use making laws and filling up the 
library with all these useless Statutes which are not likely to do any good 
to them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I propose to be 
very brief. As regards raising the limit, T will only say that if after 
practical experience it is found that it is necessary to raise the limit, 
Government will not hesitate to do so. But I may say that out of a 
little over 5 lakhs of transactions more than 4J lakhs, that is about 83 per 
cent, of the transactions, were for amounts below Es. 250: so we have 
taken Es. 250 as the maximum limit. 

As regards the observation made by my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury, I may say that as the Bill stands at present the raiyat will 
get back his land probably on payment of Es. 150 or less because we have 
made provision in the Bill that he will get back the land on payment of 
the amount actually paid by the purchaser. It is well known that the 
price of rice and other agricultural produce has risen and the net profit 
from that particular land when calculated will show that it will give good 
deal of relief to the raiyat, and in framing our Bill we have tried our best 
to make it as simple and as specific as possible 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTIS Will it require any 
stamps ? 

Tho Hotl’bio Mr. Ti^RAK NATH MUKERJEA. We have not yet come 
to any decision about it. But if stamp is provided, it will be very nominal 
— juat as in the case of Debt Settlement Board cases. I may say also that 
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the procedure contemplated will be simple and quick and I can assure the 
honourable members of the House that Government will do all that is 
necessary and all that is possible to give as much relief as possible to these 
unfortunate people ^ 

MTi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR* Will any pleader be necessary? 

The Hon’bl^ Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Probably not 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You need not answer these interruptions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEAs In view of these facts, 

I hope the House will accept the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is: that the Bengftl 
Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944, be 
taken into consideration. ^ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Destitifte Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1S44. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUICERJEA: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be 
taken into consideration. 

Sir, in this case also I propose to be very brief. I would only submit 
that owing to acute distress prevailing in the rural areas of the Province 
on account of scarcity and unprecedented rise in the price of foodstuffs there 
was a heavy rush of destitutes to Calcutta and other urban areas. Govern- 
ment were faced with the problem of accommodating and feeding these 
destitute people, and of repatriating them to their homes with the improve- 
ment of the situation in the rural areas. Apart from Government’s respon- 
sibility to save people from starvation, there was also the question of health 
and sanitation of these urban areas which was greatly endangered by the 
influx of such a large number of rural people seeking food and shelter. 
Camps were opened in Calcutta and in other areas for the reception of such 
destitutes. Arrangements for accommodation, food and medical treatment 
in the camps were also made. But the destitutes were found reluctant to 
take advantage o! these facilities. Government, therefore, needed some 
powers to apprehend them and to remove them to such camps with a view 
to feed and acoonamodate them as long as necessary and ultimately to 
repatriate them to their villages. As the matter was considered very 
urgent and as the Legislature was not in session, the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1943, was promulgated in 
October, 1943. 

Tjlne working of Ordinance during the last 3 months lias' produced 
fia^actory re^to. f;om October, 1943, up to the e»d of January, 1944, 
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43,524 destitutes were collected from the streets of Calcutta and admitted 
in the different reception centres within Calcutta where they were fed and 
accommodated and given medical treatment. Of this number, 33,418 
destitutes have been repatriated so far. No one who is either sick or too 
weak to move is repatriated and no one is repatriated so long as there is 
risk of his starving in his native village. About 20,000 destitutes were 
similarly dealt with in areas other than Calcutta. 

With the harvesting of the last aman crop, the food situation has 
considerably improved. But it is not safe to assume that normal situation 
will be restored soon, and that there will be no recurrence of the unfortunate 
events which occurred during the last few months. In the circumstances, 
*t is considered necessary that the provisions of the Ordinance should be 
extended by a temporary Act of the Legislature. The Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, contains the same provisions 
as in the Ordinance and will remain in force till the end of January, 1946. 

I hope this will be acceptable to the House. 

Mn PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is: that the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Sir, may I bring to your notice that the Hon^ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea who introduced the Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property (Bengal Agricultural Land) Bill, 1944, the other day in the 
Council will move its consideration motion next day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the Hon’ble Minister himself is present here. 

Tll0 Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I propose to move 
the consideration motion next time. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAilUMDAR: Sir, may I mention an urgent matter 
which is in regard to a steamer accident on the 7th instant? I want to ask 
one short notice questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You should have mentioned it 
immediately after the questions were over. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This is a very urgent matter, Sir, I 
hope you will kindly allow me to make a brief statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do it tomorrow. 

Point of privilege. 

Mr. HAmOUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Sir. may I rise on a point of 
ipivileg.? We haTe been experiencing considerable difficnlty as regards 
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the facilities that are provided in the Library. The books which we require 
most urgently cannot be had because the Library is directly under the 
control of the Assembly Department. Sir, may 1 suggest to you that you 
should take the matter up with the Government so that we may also have 
some control over the Library?* Because, we need the Library for our own 
use in this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you very much for raising this point of 
privilege. May I have the suggestions of the honourable members so that 
I can place the proposal before Government? 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL! Sir, we did it several times 
before, but it was fruitless. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It was never raised in my time. 

Order, order. The Council stands adjourned till 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjoumment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 11th February, 
1944. 



MEMBERS ABSENT. 

Members Absent 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 10th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944^N(K 5. 


The Council met in the Legislatiye Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 11th February, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the fifth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62{2)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prisad Singh Roy, k.c.i-.e.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Contractors in the Communications and Works Department. 

45. Khan Sahib NURUL AMHN: Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state — 

{a) the total nupaber of contractors enlisted in different branches of the 
Communications and Works Department since April, 1943; 

(h) the number of Muslim contractors enlisted since that time; 

(c) the aggregate or approximate value of works distributed by — 

(i) the Executive Engineer, A.R.P. Shelters Construction 

Department, Calcutta, 

t 

(ii) the A.R.P. Officer, Howrah and Hooghly, and 

(Hi) the A.R.P. Officer, 24-Pargana8, 
to the Muslim and non-Muslim contractors, respectively; 

(d) whether any unregistered contractor was engaged by any of the 

officers mentioneil in parts (c) (i), (w) and (Hi) above; 

(e) if so, how many of them were Muslims and how many non-Muslims, 

and wffiat is the total value of work distributed amongst unregis- 
tered Muslim and non-Muslim contractors (to be shown 
separately) ; 

</) whether open tender was called for the works distributed by the 
officers named in jmrts (c) (i), (ii) and (in) above ; if not, why not ; 

(g) whether any contractor was given works of the value more than 

the maximum value of the class to which he belonged; and 

Qi) if BO, in how many cases, and why? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS anil WORKS 
department (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (a) Seventy- 
in Communications and Buildings Branch; 231 in Irrigation Branch. 

(h) Twenty.five in Commiinicalioiis and Buildings Branch; 93 in Irriga- 
tion Branch. 

12 
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(c) (i) Ea.2,42,310 to Muslim contractors; 118.5,98,693 to non-Muslim 
contractors. 

(ii) R8.66,630 to Muslim contractors; R8.1,04,(i95 to non-Muslina 
i^ontractors. 

(Hi) Ra.44,633 to Muslim contractors; 118.2,75,829 to non-Muslin> 
contractors. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Muslim 10; non-Muslim 31- 

Total value of work distributed amongst uniegistered Muslim contract 
tors, Rs. 1,01,595. 

Total value of work distributed amongst unregistered non-Muslim con- 
tractors, Rs. 2, 57, 785. 

(/) No. The works l>eing of emergent nature were distiibuted at the 
latcs approved by the Chief Engineer under the riile^ approved by Govern- 
ment in this behalf. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) In 37 cases. When the digging of slit trenches was first taken up 
in the early part of 1942, very few registertnl c(/ntractors were forthcoming 
and the work being of extreme urgency had to be given to any one who 
would cany it out. Contractors who carried out work in these early days 
of panic were given further works. 

[N.B , — The answers to questions (c) to (h) cover the period commencing 
from 1st April, 1943.] 

MTi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state tbe name of the Chief Engineer who distributed the work and fixed 
the rates? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the mention of any name should be avoided, 
as far as possible. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Arising from (g) and (h), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if these cases where the contractors were given 
works of the value more than the class to which they belonged, were confined 
only to Calcutta or extended to outsiders also? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In answer (/t), it is said that there were 37 
cases in which contractors were given works of value more than the 
m^imum value of the class to which they belonged : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if all these 37 cases related to Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN; Yes. 

Grievances of the tramcar passengers. 

46. Mr. HARIDAg MIAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
eh.nrge of the Communic-^ions and Works Department be pleased to state 
i e 18 aware of the grievances of the tiamcar passengers regarding — 

(i) non-issue of transfer tickets, 

( ) over crowding and want of sitting accommodation in tramoars. 
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(wi) insufficiency of tte number of ladies^ seats, 

(fv) increase of monthly fare, and 

(i?) incivility and rashnes^on the part of the ticket collectors and con- 
ductors, particularly in connection with the stopping and starting 
of the car? 

(b) If so, do the Government propose to take immediate and urgent steps 
to remedy these grievances of the tramcar passengers? If not, why not? 

TKe HOfl'ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: The matter is being 
investigated. 

Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how long it will take to finish the investigation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: I shall be in a position 
to give a full reply within 15 days. 

Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: With your permission, Sir, I may men- 
tion that a few days ago I gave notice of a short-notice question on a very 
urgent matter. L do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware of it 
or not. It runs as follows: — 

“Whether the Hon’hle Minister is aware that recently a hail-storm 
passed over a portion of the Bakarganj district and that Bagerhat 
ferry steamer met with a serious accident near Bhandaria during 
the .squall ; if so, what is the reason for not publishing this news 
in tlH Press: what is the number of sufferers in connection with 
the said accident?” 

I gave this notice probably in the early part of this week — I think on 
the 5th or 7th of this month. I read from yesterday’s paper that the accident 
really took place and I would request the Hon’ble Minister to furnish this 
House with a statement giving details of this accident, e.g., whether suffi- 
cient provisions were made for life-saving appliances, life-boats in the 
steamer which met with the accident and also the reasons for suppressing 
so long the new's of the accident which took place on the 29th of the last 
month. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The short-notice question has been admitted and it 
is for the Government to say when they will reply to it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The answer to the short-notice question will be given 
on Monday next. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 

Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 
^vith your permission, I beg to ask for short notice regarding the motion 
^hat the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extend- 

Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration and passed. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: As you request for short notice, I suggest 11 a.m. 
•n the 14th February as the last date and time for sending amendments to 
the motion for consideration, and 11 a.m. on the 15th February for sending 
amendments to the clauses of the Bill. The Bill will be taken over on the 
I7th. 

Presentation of Select Committee Report on Advocates’ Robes Bill. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: I beg to present the report of the Select 
Committee on the Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941. 

NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, you were in possession of 
the House on the last non-official day. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Yes, Sir. Before dealing with the reso- 
lution I should like to make a passing remark. Whatever I shall submit 
in this connection is my personal opinion as a member of the Scheduled 
Castes whose sentiment I am giving expression to, and not as a member of 
the party to which I have the honour to belong. With these remarks, I 
will now speak on the main resolution. During the last session of the 
Council, I was submitting before this august assembly the reasons why a 
demand was put forward to Mahatma Gandhi by the Congress Scheduled 
Caste members of the Madras Legislative Assembly for provision in the 
constitution for fixing seats from the Panchayat Board to the State Council 
m the basis of population. Honourable members will llilso perhaps 
remember, as I then pointed out, that they asked Gandhi ji if the Congress 
M.L.A’8. belonging to this particular community were free from party 
discipline in dealing with the communal problems to which the greatest 
leader of the Indian National Congress replied that they were absolutely 
tree to do anything in the interest of their community. 

Now,. Sir, what are the reasons behind this move on the part of the 
M.L.A’s. of the province in which untouchability prevails in the extreme. 
On an enquiry it would be found that the Gentlemen’s Agreement arrived 
at Poona following the fast of Mahatma Gandhi relating to election to local 
bodies and appointments to various services have been treated no better 
than a scrap of waste paper. The understanding arrived at at the Round 
Table Conference with Dr. Ambedkar about the formation of the Provincial 
Council of Ministers has been broken. Sir, the terms of the Poona 
Agreement regarding the representation of the Scheduled Castes in the 
Central Legislature have not been respected for w^ant of a statutory 
provision. To summarise, this breach of trust only shows that statutory 
obligations appear to be better to the Hindu leaders than to give us a share 
in the administration ou" of good-will and affection. Sir, the unfortunate 
^sition existing in the local self-governing institutions, —which, I hope, 

18 not the symbol of things to come in the future national Government — , 

18 quite on a par with what obtains in the Legislature Honourable members 
wi par on me if I point 9 ^^ some incidents for their reference by ^ 
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narration of the events that occurred in this country after the Mont-ForA 
Reforms and the coming into force of the present Constitution. During 
the last 22 years, members of the Scheduled Oastes other than on special 
grounds had not been returned on their own strength to the Legislature 
or to the local bodies. No political organisation represented by the best 
and first-rate politicians of India did care to adopt them as candidates. On 
the other hand, Sir, the Legislature was sought to be humiliated by the 
election of those, either domestic servants or men of the street whose return 
to this body would wound the feelings and affect their sentiments. Sir, 
the position has not improved even after the Yerveda Pact, as MahatteA 
Gandhi calls it. During the 1936 election, the adoption, nomination and 
election of candidates for seats allocated in the general constituencies of 
the various legislative assemblies in India were such as if they had been 
reserved by the separate electorate in the constitution for a section of the 
Hindus alone. What is true with regard to the Legislature is also true 
in a greater degree about the University, Corporation, municipalities and 
other self-governing institutions. Sir, for more than half a century these 
statutory bodies are being constituted more or less on the basis of joint 
electorate and are functioning at the cost of those people who belong to a 
society perpetually living in a social and economic bondage with obliga* 
tions to the members of that society without any corresponding benefit 
But their door is closed now as before. 

Now, Sir, I have got to make two appeals. My first appeal would be to 
the Hindu members and the other to the European Group and Muslim 
members of the House. My appeal also goes to the Buddhist, Christian 
and other communities. My appeal to the Hindu members is this. I 
prefer goodwill and sincere intention for securing the representation of the 
Scheduled Castes to legislation. But the Hindu leaders must show by their 
action that legislation is not necessary. If the Hindu leaders do not realise 
the gravity of the situation, the Scheduled Castes must in course of time 
form a distinct and separate element in the political life of India having 
complete partition of political power without fail. 

To the honourable members of this House other than the Hindus my 
appeal is this. This is a problem which concerns the Scheduled Castes and 
the remainder of the Hindus and we have no intention to encroach upon 
other’s rights. Therefore, the choice for or against one way or the other^ 
must be left to the Hindu members for their decision at the first instance; 
but on the other hand, in case of their opposition to this resolution, I must 
invoke the aid and assistance of the members of other groups and parties 
*. of this Council. With these remarks, Sir, and with these humble suggest 
tions I commend my residution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Resolution moved : that this Council is of opinion that legislative 
measures be undertaken ^ by the Government with a view to securing 
representation of the Scheduled Castes on the line of the Communal Award 
iji the services and on the Statutory Boards of the University, Corporation> 
Municipalities and District and Local Boards of the Province. 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Mr. President, Sir, I desire to second the 
resolntion moved by my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. He wants to extend 
the principle underlying the Communal Award to the University, Corpora- 
tion, Municipalities and Ihstrict and Local Boards of the Province. He has 
my sympathy and also the sympathy of my party. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I whole-heartedly support this 
resolution of my honourable friend, Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. The Scheduled 
Caste Hindus of Bengal are labouring under very many difficulties. I have 
no love for the Communal Award and I can never recommend the appoint- 
ment of persons to offices unless there is solid merit to support. These 
Scheduled Caste Hindus require sympathetic backing, because, Sir, it is an 
open secret that without backing there is little chance of success for any 
individual to secure even an ordinary job, not to speak of a key job in the 
administration or anywhere in the body politic. But these gentlemen 
hailing from the Scheduled Castes sometimes require not only the help of 
statute but also the help of persons who have sympathy for the uplift of the 
backward classes of the province. Hence, the demand from my friend 
Mr. Roy to enforce the quota fixed’ for them in all the self-governing 
institutions, namely, local bodies and others, is understandable. Of course, 
duly qualified members should be appointed to posts of responsibility, as 
I have already pointed out. Personally speaking, I never encourage the 
craze for Government service. The number of appointments is very limited. 
Besides, Bengal is being attacked from all sides : by industrialists, business- 
men of all castes and creeds from outside the province. If the best brains 
of Bengal be absorbed in Government service, only third class men will 
go in for business or agriculture. And the result will be that in the 
course of a few decades the wealth of the province will be in the hands 
of outsiders. Here I may recall an incident in Bengali life, if I am allowed 
to quote it. The late Sir K. G. Gupta gave employment to numerous 
Vaidyas in Bengal and for a time they occupied very important jobs in 
the province. But I do not know if I am correct in my estimate that they 
comprise now the poorest middle class community in Bengal. We should, 
therefore, learn by experience. How^ever, as a matter of policy and subject 
to what I have said regarding the merit test, the resolution should be 
accepted by iiie whole House; and if the Ministry is really sincere in its 
professions, it should see that it is given effect to at an early date. With 
these words, I support the motion. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Mr. President, Sir, I have full sympathy 
with the sentiments expressed by Mr. Roy in moving his resolution and I 
am also quite anxious that the Scheduled Castes people should get their * 
proper representation in the services, in the local bodies and in other 
statutory bodies. But, Sir, one thing is not understandable to me. The 
resolution contains certain words which require elucidation. It states that 
representation should be secured by legislation for the Scheduled Castes 
m the lines of the Comn nal Award. The expression “on the lines of 
^mmunal Award” is not at all understandable, because we find that 
Mr. MacDonald gave an award which was subsequently modified by a pact 
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"between the caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes, called the Poona Pact 
and which was chararacterised as Gentlemen’s Agreement by Mr. Roy 
himself. But may I ask which Communal Award he refers to? What is 
the ratio given by the Communal Award? Is it the ratio given by 
% Mr. MacDonald or the ratio given by the Gentlemen’s Agreement. If he 
was asking for the percentage of the Gentlemen’s Agreement, it is a matter 
between the Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes themselves. He also said 
something about breach of faith by the caste Hindu people. Although he 
has not done so in his speech today, in his previous speech on the subject 
in September last he felt very much diffident about his community. He 
quoted the authority of Mr. Gandhi for allowing freedom for giving expres- 
sion to such communal grievances, because he knows that he belongs to a 
party which is outw^ardly national and cannot allow' anything which wdll 
benefit only a section of the people, how'ever depressed, however backward, 
they may be and wdiich goes by the name of communal. He has also said 
that the depressed class leaders had a discussion about this with Mr. Gandhi 
in 1942, and that certain questions were put to Mr. Gandhi, but the replies 
given by that leader has not been given by Mr. Roy. We do not under- 
stand their leader’s attitude in this matter. According to Mr. RoV’s speech 
the questions are these — wdiat should be the position of the Harijans in the 
future constitution of India? This question was put to Mr. Gandhi by 
several Scheduled Caste leaders. But what was the answer was not given. 
Then a demand was made by the Congress Scheduled Caste members to have 
a provision in the constitution to fix seats of the Harijans from Panchayat 
Board to the State Council on population basLs. But no reply was given 
to this by Mr. Gandhi. So we have not understood w^hat is the attitude of 
the caste Hindus or for the matter of that their own leader, Mr. Gandhi, in 
this matter. Before w'e know' that attitude, we ciinnot accept this resolu- 
tion in the form in which it has been moved in this House. We have not 
also heard from the caste Hindu members present in this House about this 
matter. Mr. Das w'ho alw'ays finds time too short for his vspeech on any 
subject, has been very brief in his speech today and in two or three words 
he supported this motion. We ^.nted elucidation, explanation and certain 
suggestions as to in wirat way it is practicable. It is very nice to express 
8\unpathy w’ith every one and to have that at the cost of other people. We 
have no objection to a motion being supported from this side, but let us 
understand the implications, what the consequence will be, what should 
be the exact proportion, w'hat you mean by the expression “on the line of 
Communal Award”. Nothing has been explained here about it: simply 
the motion is supported. Now, Sir, Government has already fixed a 
proportion for 8<dieduled Castes in the service* and that is being religiously 
followed so far as iny knowledge goes. 

Then, Sir, in making nominations to district boards, local boards, 
iiinnicipalities, union hoards, debt settlement boards, jute committees and 
several other committees that are being set up day to day by Government, 
Government try to secure Scheduled Caste candidates. So long as Scheduled 
Caste candidates are not found, nominations are not made by Government. 
^0, Government are really trying to. meet their demands. The other day 
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we have seen that in the amended Bengal Primary (Rural) Education Act, 
provision has been made by Statute for two Scheduled Caste nominations to 
School Boards, and this was ddne before Mr. Amulyadhone Roy moved this 
resolution. Gbvemment are really trying to meet their wishes, to give them 
their dues ; but it is natural for o|ti,e to crave for more and more as he gets * 
it. So, my advice to my houQurable friend would be that he should first 
try to apply this Gentleman’s Agreement to all those statutory boards and 
to local bodies and not to take to legislative measures. If it is not possible, 
— as Mr. Roy has given a warning to the caste Hindu members that if he 
cannot achieve these rights amicably, then he will declare war — he should 
try independently to have it achieved by other means. So, let him try- 
first by other methods. If he finds that he is being treated unfairly, 
unjustly and the agreement is being broken, then he may declare war. 

With these words, I request the honourable member to withdraw the 
resolution. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, I 
'could not exactly make out whether the honourable member who has just 
spoken really supported the resolution or opposed it. I take it that he 
opposed the resolution. I thought that the members occupying the benches 
opposite w’ould be more generous to the demands of the Scheduled Oastes. 
Sir, on niore than one occasion in the past, I supported all legitimate 
demands of the Scheduled Castes on every available opportunity. 

Now, so far as this particnlar resolution is concerned, I think the Govern- 
ment should come forward to make a definite statement as to whether they 
are prepared to grant the concessions which have heen asked for by 
Mr. Roy. Sir, the honourable member who preceded me said that if there 
was any Gentleman’s Agreement, Government would not he well-advised 
to meet the demands of the Scheduled Caste people by legislation or in other 
ways. I agree that some conceseionjs have been showm to this deserving 
community in the shape of nominations to different local bodies and also 
by appointment to the different services and that to a limited extent; but 
I think that having regard to the principle involved, the Government should 
have been more generous to meet the legitimate demands of the Scheduled 
Caste people. 

Sir, if I remember aright, some provision was made in the last year’s 
budget or in the budget year before last of an amount of 5 lakhs of rupees 
for the benefit of the Scheduled Castes. I do not know in w^hat way, if at 
all, the money has been expended. We have not had any statement from 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister or any other Minister occupying the 
Treasury Benches as to the exact nature of the concessions granted to the 
Scheduled Castes. I pause for a reply from the Hon’ble Minister in regard 
to this particular point. Sir, 5 lakhs of rupees is hardly adequate to meet 
the various demands of the Scheduled Castes people. There is the question 
of education, appointments to the different services and other matters in 
which the Government can show their geneposity to the depressed classes. 

, Sir, I was not present here when Mr. .(Lmulyadhone Roy moved his resolution 
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but from the nature of the resolution it seems desirable that the Government 
should be more charitable in the matter of distribution of services and in 
meeting the other demands of the Scheduled Castes. 

Sir, with these words, I support the resolution. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, speaking on 
behalf of the non-official section of this side of the House, I think Mr. Hoy 
does not doubt the sympathy which the Muslim section has got for,..the 
Scheduled Castes. Throughout the last 7 or 8 years during which the 
Muslims have had a predominant voice in the administration of thia 
province the Scheduled Castes were given certain percentage of representa- 
tion in every measure that was brought before the Legislature. Recently,^ 
he is probably fully aware that the Secondary Education Bill which ia 
being discussed now by the Select Committee of the Lower House has also 
specifically provided for representation of the Scheduled Castes. Therefore, 
so far as the present Government is concerned, he no doubt will agree with 
me that all the sympathies that are necessary for protecting the Scheduled 
Castes have been an^ are being shown to them. The Mussalmans have a 
common case in certain institutions with the Scheduled Castes, namely, the 
Calcutta Corporation, the Calcutta University and such other bodies, and 
therefore whenever they think about their own case, the Scheduled Castes^ 
just case is not forgotten. A misunderstanding has arisen in the minds of the 
caste Hindus that undue preference is being given to the Scheduled Castes^ 
and therefore, it has become necessary for the Caste Hindus to speak out 
their own mind openly on the subject. But the Government of the province 
have got responsibility both for the protection of the rights of the Scheduled 
Caster and for the protection of the rights of the Caste Hindus. Therefore, 
it cannot be a one-sided decision. As regards the appeal which has been 
made jointly to the Government by the representatives of the caste Hindus 
and the Scheduled Castes to make a declaration on their behalf regarding 
this question, let the Caste Hindus make up their mind as to what proportion 
and what part of the present privileges which they are now in possession 
of, they want to give up in the interest of the Scheduled Castes. Once they 
have made up their minds, it becomes all the more easy for the Govern- 
ment of the day to decide, because we will then know w^hat the two parties 
who are most intimately concerned are prepared for and we can then go 
forward. Let them declare what is their respective position. We, the 
Muslims, on this side of the House who are supporters of the present Govern- 
ment are quite sympathetic to the aspirations and legitimate claims of the 
Scheduled Castes and I hope Mr. Roy will be the first to admit that we have 
never stood in the way of his community getting the rights to uhich they 
are entitled. But if they thiuk that they are entitled to more, let Dr. Roy 
turn to the members on his right and to his left and put the question to 
them and ask them to declare their intention. I would, therefore, request 
the Muslim members of the House after expressing their full sympathy 
for the resolution to remain neutral. Let the matter be decided so e y y 
the Scheduled Caste members of this House and the caste Hindu mem 
here. We for our part will remain neutral. 
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Dr« KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; Sir, a statement Fas made by a previous 
.speaker that last year the Council voted a sum of 5 lakhs of rupees for the 
improvement of educational facilities for the Scheduled Castes members. 
lYe would like to know what has happened to that money: has that money 
or any amount of it been expended ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I do not think the question arises at present. We 
are now’ discussing an altogether different resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the question of sympathy was raised 
by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. But we want to know whether that 
.sympathy is mere paper sympathy or practical smpathy w^hich can be 
translated into action. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; As there is a misunderstanding in the 
minds of the public on this matter, to prevent the present Government 
policy in this behalf being misunderstood it would be wiser for , them to 
declare on the floor of the House wdiat has happened to that sum of money. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That point has been referred to in several speeches. 
I hope that Government realise their duty and will try to reply to that 
point, but it cannot be an independent point for discussion in connection 
with the resolution before the Houte. 

Mr. 6IREN ROY: Sir, w^hen the resolution w’as moved last session by 
Mr. Roy, he introduced certain things which now help me in answering 
< 5 ertain points in opposing the motion. Mr. Roy wants to secure representa- 
tion of the Scheduled Castes bj' legislative measures, although he appeals 
practically to all sections of the House that it should be done by a Gentle- 
men’s Agreement — 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Is the honourable member 
-.speaking for himself as a member of this Council or on behalf of Govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No, Sir, I am speaking in my individual capacity. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Then, why does he speak 
irom the Treasury Bench and not from our side of the House? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Mr. Roy stated that when he put the question to the 
leader of the Congress, Mahatma Gandhi, whether the Congress Government 
would provide seats for the Scheduled Caste community on a population basis 
from the Board of Panchayets to the Council of State, he got no answer 
from him. Here Mr. Roy envisages that legislative measures should be so 
made that if the population figure fails, legislative measures should come 
in. Legislative measures cannot be so easily taken, Sir. It has already 
been pointed out by tbe honourable member, Mr. Nurul Amin, that once 
Mr. Roy states that in terms of the Poona Agreement the percentage should 
he fixed whereas in the main resolution he speaks of the Communal Award. 
Well, Sir, I do not know anything about the percentage of the population 
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of Scheduled Castes in relation to the caste Hindus as -such figures are not 
yet available to us from the census of 1941. Mr. Roy belongs to a party 
which was at that time responsible ^ 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdi: Why not relate to the 
census of 1931. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: I am referring to the latest census. Our Government 
came into existence after that census 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Mr. Roy says that this Government has been brought into being after 1942; 
but, Sir, it is a matter of comra^pn knowledge 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: What is your point of order? 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I am coming to it. Has 

the honourable member any right to refer to anything which is absolutely 
not based on a correct foundation — which is incorrect and wrong. The new 
Act was passed in 1935 and this Government was brought into being in 
1937. So reference to 1942 is absolutely wrong. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: I did not refer either to 1942 or to 1937. I said this 
Government— the present Government— came into existence long after the 
latest census, which was completed in 1941. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: It is not a point of order but a point of misunder- 
standing. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Now, Sir, Mr. Amulyadhone Roy belongs to that 
party which at that time or at the time of compilation of those census figures 
was carrying on a campaign that Hindus should be shown as Hindus only 
and not as caste Hindus and no mention of Scheduled Caste Hindus should 
be made in the census, so that there may not be any communal variety. 
It may be that the motive for this was to show the percentage between 
Hindus and Muslims as 45 : 55 or even 50 : 50. As a member belonging to 
the Swarajya Party, 1 am personally against Communal Award on 
principle 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order, order, Mr. Roy, what did you say? As a 
member of the Swarajya Party ? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Aou belong to the Government Party — your name 
is shown as a member of the Coalition Party. So you cannot say that you 

a member of the Swarajya Party. 

Khan Bahib MauWi WAHIDUllAMAM: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
^ ^re any Swarajya Party in the Council ? 

Wr. PRESIDENT: Order order. 
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Mr* AMULYADHONE ROYs On a point of information^ Sir. May I 
know if the Parliamentary Secretary is speaking on behalf of Government or 
as a member 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I have asked Mr. Roy not to refer to himself as a 
member of the Swarajya Party but as a member of the Coalition Party. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All right, Sir. As I was pointing out, the party to 
which Mr. Roy belongs was carrying on a campaign with regard to the 
percentage of Hindus and Scheduled Castes — they advocated that there should 
only be Hindus without any division as Scheduled Castes or backward com- 
munity or anything like that. Mr. Roy here wanted communal representa- 
tion of Scheduled Castes, although in his speech he made it clear that he 
wants representation not only for the Scheduled Castes but also for the 
remainder of the Hindus. He has not explained who are the people that 
want to deprive them. Whenever the question of the backward comi- 
munities comes up not only before this Government but anywhere else, the 
caste Hindus give way and generously provide for adequate representation 
of these communities. Mr. Amulyadhone Roy has asked for seats through 
statutory provision on the University, Corporation, municipalities and 
district and local boards of the province and in a sweeping general remark 
he speaks that on the basis of the percentage of population and on communal 
lines they should be represented on these boards. In the case of the Council 
which represents the whole of the province, the percentage figure for the 
whole province may be taken for communal representation but in the case 
of the municipalities, district boards, the percentage figure for the province 
cannot be the percentage figure for each respective local area. For example, 
in the Howrah Municipality, the percentage figures of the Hindus and the 
Scheduled Castes will provide something like 2 seats for the Scheduled Castes 
but he will want that there should be at least 6 seats. Now, that cannot 
be. In the case of the Corporation, the figure of the Scheduled Castes will 
be very much less. But this Government, or this Ministry has already made 
provision for more nominations there. But if he wants this to be done 
by legislative measures in local bodies as well, it will be very unjust for 
the caste Hindus. Personally, I object that there should be anything like 
nominations from particular communities. I am always for getting these 
seats on the basis of other considerations such as educational attainments 
and certain other proficiency in some of the technical spheres of life. In 
the case of services, efficiency in administration will have to be maintained. 
If you want to take your own men without examining their merit, the effi- 
ciency of the department will be impaired. So, you continue to provide your 
own men who are not efficient and shout at the same time that the depart- 
ments are being run by inefficient men. 

I fully sympathise with Mr. Roy. The Scheduled Castes people should 
get proper representation but not on the line of the Communal Award. 
I shall be prepared to he^p him if he asks for more funds from the Finance 
Deparment for the I»rovision of educational facilities and other things. He 
may give us a definite scheme as to how he proposes to utili*e the money 
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that may be made available for the educational facilities of the Scheduled 
Castes. As a member of the Council and as one belonging to the Govern- 
ment party, we shall try to help Mr. Roy in every possible way. 

With these few words, Sir, 1 would request Mr. Amulyadhone Roy to 
withdraw his resolution; otherwise we shall have to oppose it. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I w'ish to say a few words 
on the resolution which is under discussion in this House. I can assure 
the honourable mover that we the members on this side have every sympathy 
with the spirit in which he has moved the resolution. We stand for justice 
and fair play to the Scheduled Caetes and to all other communities of 
Bengal. We stand for a democratic government in which the rights of all 
communities and all sections of the people should be preserved and everj^ 
community should get a fair and proper share in the administration and in 
the services in the State. But, Sir, on going through the resolution I find 
that the resolution as framed is incapable of being given effect to. First, in 
the first Irtie of the resolution Mr. Roy has asked Government to undertake 
Legislative measures to secure representation of the Scheduled Castes. Sir, 
it is a new thing, and I think nowhere in India such legislation securing 
percentage of services for certain classes has been undertaken. Some per- 
centage of services for his community has already been fixed and this is 
being followed very strictly. Mr. Roy has come up before this House 
with a very novel and very wonderful idea. Sir, there is another thing. 
He has said tliat the legislation should be made on the line of the Communal 
Award. So far as the Scheduled Castes are concerned, the Communal 
Award has been modified by the Poona Pact. I ask Mr. Roy to think very 
seriously what will be the implications if a legislation is now made on the 
line of the Communal Award. Because, by the Poona Pact they get more 
representation whereas if representation is made strictly on the line of the 
Communal Award, they will get less than what they are getting now. So, 
Mr. Roy will do more harm to his community by moving this resolution. 
As regards the representation of the Scheduled Castes in the services of the 
University, the Corporation and all other autonomous bodies, there are 
already statutory provisions for such representations. Therefore, there is 
no necessity for such a legislation. 

Sir, here I must say one thing, Mr. Roy has done one very good thing 
by bringing such a resolution. There is a saying that good cometh out of 
evil. Some of our Hindu friends have spoken in support of Mr. Roy's 
resolution thereby admitting the necessity of the Communal Award. 
Formerly, whenever the Muslims asked for communal representation, they 
said it was a taboo, but now they have themselves come forward to ask for a 
share in this thing. 

Sir, as I have said at the very outset, we Muslims have every snnpatby 
for the Scheduled Castes, and we will be very glad to give them their due 
share in the services in every department of this Government. II itli these 
'W'ords, I request Mr. Roy to withdraw his resolution. 

Khan Bahadur M. 8HAM8UZZ0HA: Sir, I have every sympathy with 
tte spirit of the resolution moved by Mr. Amulyadhone Roy but the 
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attitude that my friends of the Opposition have taken is contradictory. The 
history of the Congress, and the events that led up to the Communal Award 
after the Round Table Conference, will only show that my friends have not 
been consistent in their policy. Even in Bengal there was a difference 
amongst the Congressites on this matter of the Communal Award; there 
was a dissension even amongst the staunchest Congressites. Therefore, it 
is not understandable why my friends at this time when there is no clear-out 
scheme on this subject propose to support this resolution. The resolution 
has great implications behind it. If you analyse the resolution, you will 
find that if we accept it, we shall be certainly landing ourselves into a 
great difficulty. For instance, so far as elections to local bodies, district 
boards, etc. are concerned, elections are held by means of joint electorate; 
but so far as the provincial elections, namely, elections to the Legislature 
are concerned, they are held on quite a different footing. So far as the 
elections of the Scheduled Castes are concerned, they take place by means 
of nomination as well as by separate electorate; but so far as elections to 
district boards and local bodies are concerned, they are entirely on the 
system of joint electorate; there is no nomination whatsoever. And there 
is a clear-cut distinction between them. So far as the municipalities are 
concerned, the same argument holds good. Therefore, there are so many 
difficulties in the way of the acceptance of the resolution that if we pass 
it, we shall find that we are in an impossible situation ; it will be simply 
impossible to carry out by legislative measure the implicatioUvS that are 
behind this resolution. As far as the Communal Award is (*oncerned, we 
all know that even amongst the Hindus this matter has created the bitterest 
of feelings. We, Muslims, have never been communal in or out. We 
have always expressed our sympathy with the aspirations of all commu- 
nities. Our leader, the QuaidesAzam Mr. Jinnah, has been preaching this 
very thing that there should be self-determination among all peoples. We, 
Moslem Leaguers, always stand for justice and we shall secure to all 
minorities in India that justice and those rights which they rightly deserve. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Let there be one electorate throughout 
the province or the country as a whole. 

Khan Bahadur M. 8HAM8UZZOHA; Yes, that will be done after these 
controversies are set at rest, when we shall be able to apply our minds to 
the whole problem in all its bearings in a calm atmosphere; then and not 
till then. Therefore, it is now only futile to pass a pious resolution like 
this in this Council. Therefore, before we arrive at a decision as hinted at 
by my friend, Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, it is for the Hindus in the 
Council to decide and give a decision in the matter. It is not for us, so far 
as the interest of the Hindus are concerned, to give our opinion. Therefore, 
we ought to remain neutral in this matter. But so far as our opinion and 
our wishes are concerned, we may give assurance that mv friend has our 
whole-hearted sympathy ih the spirit underlying his resolution: that we 
are alive to the real need and we do not minimise the importance of the 
resolution. Therefore, after considering all the pros and cons, I think it 
would be advisable and prudent for my friend to withdraw the resolution. 
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Tbt Khwa{a Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, I would like to congratu- 

late piy old friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy for the manner in which he haa 
placed his case before this House today. It is noirin his old style. But 
his speech was full of moderation of language. It is also gratifying to* 
find that Mr. Lalit Chandra Das h^ given his full and whole-hearted support 
to this resolution, though he has not backed it with a speech. Then, Sir^ 
my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar has given his qualified support. (Mr. 
Haridas Mazumdar: I have given my whole-hearted support to th& 
motion). I found it difficult to understand whether he actually supported 
the motion or opposed it. Another thing about this matter is that 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, who, whenever he is present, never misses an 
opportunity of voicing his sentiment on the subject 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir, May I take- 
it that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has nothing to speak on the subject 
and is wandering about for materials to speak. 

The Hon’ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUODIN: Then Sir, as for my friend 

Dr. K. S. Ray’s remarks, after he has heard me he would be sorry that 
he put that question. 

Now, Sir, the difficulty about this resolution is that it is vague and not 
very clear. As pointed out by Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, the real difficulty 
is to understand the intention of the mover. Wha^t does he mean by “Com- 
munal Award” Does he mean representation by separate electorate for 
Sheduled Castes, or 30 per cent, according to the Poona Pact? This is 
the first point. The second point, as far as Government are concerned, is 
very difficult to accept and I think on principle Government cannot accept 
the proposition that the percentage should be fixed by legislation about the 
services of autonomous bodies. To begin with, there is no communal award 
as regards the services. This is the first point. The second point is that 
Government can only legislate with regard to communal ratio in the services, 
but I do not think it is right and proper on principle to legislate fixing the 
communal ratio in the services for autonomous bodies, such as, district 
boards, local boards, municipalities, Calcutta Corporation, the Calcutta 
University and so on. This is a matter which must be taken up and decided 
by the local bodies themselves. Thirdly, as regards representation of the 
Scheduled Castes in the local bodies, or in the Calcutta Corporation, as far 
as I remember there is provision for representation of the Scheduled Castes 
in the Corporation already. Government have already ijone that. As 
regards the representation in other bodies, this again is a matter which 
Government could seriously consider if they find that there is a certain 
amount of opinion behind this, particularly if a resolution of this kind or of 
a clearer nature is passed by the Legislature of the province, then I think 
it will give sufficient ground to Government to come forward wdth necessary 
i^slation. I believe, it will be necessary to have a separate legislation for 
6ach of the autonomous bodies and I feel that before we could undertake a 
Pleasure like tha^ it would be necessary to find out how far there is support 
the province for a demand like this and particularly how far the ^iews 



tt2 


NON-OFFICIAL EESOLUTIONS. 


[11th Feb,, 


expressed by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das have the support 
of his co-religionists in the province. Therefore, Government as far as 
this question is concerned, have every sympathy with the aspiration of the 
Scheduled Castes and their demands. As has been pointed out by previous 
speakers, this Government and the previous Governments, ' specially the 
Government which were in power in 1937-41 took particular care to see that 
as far as possible the demands of the Scheduled Castes are met. As far as 
this Government are concerned, in the Cabinet itself they have given 
representation to the Scheduled Castes which so far no Government in India 
have done. I make bold to say that in no other province the representation 
to the Scheduled Castes has even been near to what has been given in the 
Bengal Government. Therefore, there can be no doubt as regards our 
sympathy and support for the aspiration of the Scheduled Castes. 

Next I come to the query of Dr. Kumud Sankar Eay. Well, to begin 
with, I do not find any sum like Rs. 5 lakhs in the Budget provided for by 
the last Government for the education of the Scheduled Castes. This is a 
matter which can be verified from the Budget itself and as regards the 
future Budget for which we are going to be responsible, I would only ask 
Dr. Ray to wait and see. 

Mra AMULYADHONE ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I acknowledge my 
gratefulness to the honourable members of this House for expressing their 
deep sympathy with this resolution and specially so to the Hindu members 
of this House. But may I ask whether their sympathy will be followed 
by some action? That is my only question. If it is followed up by some 
action, kindly find out some active measures so that this matter might be 
agreed to. 

Now, Sir, it is unfortunate that the resolution itself has not been under- 
stood in some quarters. What I have meant by the words “on the line of 
the Communal Award” is this. It is a general complaint amongst the 
Scheduled Castes and a cry has already been raised that the Poona Pact on 
the basis of joint electorate has thoroughly failed. This is not my com- 
plaint. It is the complaint of the Scheduled Castes of the whole of India, 
So far as the ratio is concerned, we always stick to the population basis. 
My friend Khan Sahib Nurul Amin has put a question to me and it is whether 
Mahatma Gandhi gave any reply to the questions put to him by some 
members of the Madras Legislative Assembly. Mahatma Gandhi’s reply 
was that the Scheduled Castes were quite free to do anything in the interests 
of their community. Further he said that he would give a detailed reply 
in the Harijan, but I do not know whether Mahatmaji has been able to give 
this detailed reply in the Harijan or not. Then, Sir, Rai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee has said that Government should come forward to grant 
some concessions to the Scheduled Castes, but may I put tp him whether 
the municipalities or such other self-governing institutions are ruled by 
our countrymen or by me British people? Are they not autonomous 
bodies? It is not for the Government to make any provision there. If 
you do not do it by legislation, do it by your own action^ There are 117 
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mii*nicii)alitie8 in Bengal and the incidents that happen there has led me to 
put this resolution, otherwise I would not have come forward with such a 
resolution as this. 

As regards the suggestions made by my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Choudhury, I must say for his information, as I have already sug- 
gested, that this is a domestic matter between the Scheduled Castes and the 
rest of the Hindu community. Therefore, this* matter must be decided 
by us and not by any other; but if we fail to come to any decision, then 
and then only we will seek the help of others. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has said that the resolution is vague* 
but, Sir, I may submit that so far as the details are concerned it is for the 
Government to work them out. I have only submitted some matters of 
principle which should be followed. With these words, Sir, and as it has 
been suggested by some members of this House that the resolution should 
be withdrawn, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The supporters of Govern- 
ment will remain neutral. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: But the honourable member has 
expressed a desire to withdraw the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Oh, I am sorry. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Mr. Amulyadbone Roy 
to withdraw his resolution. Is it the pleasure of the House to grant him 
permission to withdraw it? 

The resolution was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal he strongly urged upon to make a strong 
representation to the Government of India to provide for the payment of at 
least three-fourths of the revenues, accruing to the Central Government from 
the salt duty levied on and realised from the province of Bengal, by suitable 
legislation as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of India Act, 
1935, or otherwise. 

Sir, this is a resolution 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, with regard to 
this resolution that Mr. Nur Ahmed has moved, I would like to point out 
to him that the whole question of assistance to Bengal from the Govern- 
ment of India is under consideration at the present moment. It is a matter 
of negotiation between the Central Government and this Government. I will 
just explain what I mean. Suppsing we are to have the whole of Bengal’s 
share of salt duty — the figure for 1942-43 for Bengal was Rs. 1 , 11 , 12,000 
out of a total of Rs. 10,91,00,800 or something like that, which is the total 
amount of the salt duty, even if we got the whole of Bengal’s contribution 
^0 this Salt duty, it would be something like one crore and 11 lakhs and 
odds, whereas the measure of the assistance that is required for Bengal is 

the order of two figures in orores. It would, therefore, be of no use 
13 
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this stage to have a resolution of this kind; passed. As regards the allo- 
cation of revenues between the Centre and ourselves, the matter is under 
consideration, and as regards cash or other forms of assistance from the 
Government of India, that also is a matter of negotiation at the present 
moment. In this view of the present state of things, the Government would 
feel greatly obliged if Mr. Nur Ahmed would not press his motion. If I 
may take the House into confidence in this matter, I may assure my 
honourable friends that we are doing our best to get as much assistance from 
the Government of India as possible. 

Mr. NUR AHMEOS In that case, Sir, I do not move my resolution. 

Mr. PRE8IDEDNT: But you have already moved it. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Then I beg tx) withdraw it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked my Mr. Nur Ahmed to with- 
draw his resolution. Is it the pleasure of the House to grant him permis- 
sion to withdraw? 

The resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I beg to move that this Council is of 
opinion that a Committee consisting of not more than 5 persons be appointed 
to enquire into the question of observance or non-observance of the Communal 
Ratio Rules, relating to the recruitment of the Scheduled Castes. 

Sir, it is our common knowledge that the Communal Ratio Rules are not 
working satisfactorily. On the other hand, when questions were put during 
the regime of the old as well as the present Government regarding the 
number of appointments from the Scheduled Castes, they were reluctant 
to give any reply whatsoever to the questions put by the members of the 
Council. In every department the Communal Ratio Rules provide that a 
return should be submitted to the Government periodically, but up till now we 
have not had the good fortune to know anything about it. Unless and until 
we know that the Communal Ratio. Rules are being strictly followed either 
by the Public Service Commission or by the Government, we have a strong 
case for appointing a committee to enquire into this matter. There are 
departments of Government where the Communal Ratio Rules have 
been totally ignored. For example, in the Judicial Service recruitments, 
although there were many fully qualified candidates belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes, they were not appointed at all. Then, Sir, with regard 
to A.R.P. and the Civil Supplies Department where many appointments have 
been made, it has come to our knowledge that the Communal Ratio Rules 
have not been observed and it has so transpired that many candidates who 
do npt really belong to the Scheduled Castes have been actually appointed 
as Scheduled Castes. This is a matter to which I specially draw the attention 
of the Treasury Bench. (Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra varty : Let us all 
become Scheduled Castes.) My friend Mr. Chakr avert i is willing to become a 
member of the Scheduled Castes. I may say if he is so willing he is welcome- 
However, what I ask in the resolution is that a committee consisting of not 
more than 5 persons be appointed to enquire into the question of observance 
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or non-observance of the Communal Eatio Eules. I have not put any 
limitation on the power of the Treasury Bench or on that of the Government 
regarding the number of persons. The choice is l#ft to them and I find no 
reason whatsoever for not accep'ting the resolution which I have moved just 
now. With these words, I comAend my resolution to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Eesolution moved: That this Council is of opinion 
that a committee consisting of not more than 5 persons be appointed to 
enquire into the question of observance or non-observance of the Communal 
Eatio Eules, relating to the recruitment of the Scheduled Castes. 


Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, I do not propose 
to move my first amendment but I want to move the second one standing 
in my name. 

Sir, I beg to move that the words “relating to the recruitment of the 
Sclieduled Castes” occurring in lines ^ and 4 of the resolution be omitted. 

Sir, the amendment which I have just moved indicates that I am in 
full agreement with the mover of the resolution so far as the spirit and 
principle underlying the resolution is concerned. I am fully convinced of 
the reasonableness of the enquiry as suggested in the resolution but I want 
that the scope of the proposed enquiry should not be confined to the case 
of the Scheduled Castes only. If a committee is constituted at all, it should 
be given a free hand to enquire into the cases of all concerned including the 
Muslims, caste Hindus and the Scheduled Castes. 

With these words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: Thai the words “relating to the 
recruitment of the Scheduled Castes” occurring in lines and 4 of the 
resolution be omitted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAIUMDAR: Sir, I beg to support the amendment 
moved by my hon^ble friend Ehan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 
Because when an examination of any action of the Government is going 
to be undertaken. I think the whole matter should be seen through and 
that is why a committee of o persons or more should be appointed to look 
into the observance of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

With these fe^v words, 1 support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, Govcnment is aware that the Scheduled Castes have got grievances. 
They have complained from time to time that they were not getting their 
due share according to the Communal Ratio Eules in the services and I 
think this resolution could be accepted by Government as amended now. 
It is necessary that the whole thing should be enquired into and then we 
i^hall find in which cases the Communal Ratio Eulfes could not be gnen 
t'tfect to. We find that in some cases it became difficult to give effect to 
tbe CommuniurHatio Rules and it is only proper that the communities 
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oo»cemed should know those particular cases. If an enquiry committee is 
appointed^ I think they would be able to place before the House facts which 
will clearly show that having regard to the efficiency of the services they 
could not sometimes give eJG^eot to the rulesi^ After the deliberation of the , 
committee Government would be in a better position to see why, on what 
grounds and for what reasons the rules could not be rigidly enforced in all 
cases. I think the Government will have no objection to accept the resolu- 
tion in its amended form, 

|ir. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council is of opinion that 
a committee consisting of not more than 5 persons be appointed to enquire 
into the question of observance or non-observance of the Communal Ratio 
Rules, relating to the recruitment of the Scheduled Castes. 

To that an amendment has been moved: that the words “relating to the 
recruitment of the Scheduled Castes’’ occurring in lines 3 and 4 of the 
resolution be omitted. 

Mfi AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I acept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of your accepting the amend- 
ineut. The House wdll decide it. 

The question is that the amendment be moved. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion as amended runs as follows: — 

That this Council is of opinion that a Committee consisting of not more 
than 5 persons be appointed to enquire into the question of observance or 
non-observance of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Those who are in favour of the motion as amended will^ say ayes and 
those who are against it will say noes. 

(The motion wus agreed to.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I move the resolution that stands 
in my name and runs as follows : — 

“That this Council is of opinion that a census of the destitutes and 
unemployed particularly of the rural areas of Bengal should be 
taken in time to tackle the urgent problem of rehabilitation and 
future emergency.” 

Sir, the demand in this resolution is 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, has the honourable 
member amended his resolution? I do not find the word “rehabilitation” 
in the resolution here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no, Mr. Mukherjea, the word is there. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAaUMDAR: Sir, the demand in this resolution is 
modest but its import is very great. This is a demand for co-operation and 
for constructive work. Sir, this is a test case for the Ministry. If they 
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really and ‘genuinely want to save the country from deaths and depopulation, 

I hope they will i^eadily accept. my suggestions embodied in the resolution. 

Now that the price of rice is again rising in dift»rnt parts of Bengal in 
the midst of a bumper crop, famine seems to have obtained a fresh lease of 
life. Besides, for reconstructing Bengal a long-term planning is necessary. 

Sir Purushottomdas Thakurdas and others have presented the country with 
a 15-year post-war reconstruction plan for India. To repair even partially 
the injury that Bengal has sustained in this famine a 20-year plan will be 
necessary and collection of statistics of destitutes and the unemployed 
should be its first item. 

This resolution, Sir, would never have been on the Order Paper of the 
Legislature of a country which is administered on scientific lines. There 
would have been no occasion to discuss a resolution of this nature if the 
Ministry were alert add watchful about their duties. They always wake 
up when the thief has already made good his escape. Thej^ always try to 
bolt the stable door when the horse has run away. Fire-brigade they try 
to rush when the house has already be^n burnt. By way of illustration, 

I may cite one recent case — they called a conference of the leaders of the 
parties of the legislature to discuss the procurement scheme of this year’s 
arnan crop towards the end of November when harvesting w^as fast going 
on. The Ministry came into office towards the end of April, so that they 
had wasted seven precious inontbs before bolding consultation on a subject 
of major importance. Sir, the control of the paddy crop of a vast province ^ 
like 'Bengal requires months’ labour and efforts with a definite idea and 
plan of work'. Sir, almost everyday they come out with a press statement 
and ne\i day with a modification thereof. If you open the pages of the 
“Calcutta Gazetie”, you will find numerous cases in which transfers of 
officers made in one issue of the Gazette are cancelled in the next issue. One 
is, therefore, tera])ted to cry out “Indecision! Thy name is Bengal 
Ministry.” A normal man thinks twice before he acts but my honourable 
friends in the Ministry act thih e before they have any time to think. This 
is really a deplorable state of affairs and this is the main reason why I have 
tabled this resolution demanding a ' ompilation of these useful statistics which 
every civilised country even in normal time possesses. Now, Sir, let me 
for a moment recall the woeful days of the last year. Those days will 
remain as dark days for Bengal for all time to come, and let us pray that 
we may by God’s Grace be sjmred a repetition of the same. Sir, wliat did 
kappen last year? Thousands of destitutes and hungry peasantry after 
prolonged starvation for months rushed in despair and desperation to 
the towns and eities of the provin<‘e for a morsel of food. They 
found themselves without aceommodation or lodging and without any 
arrangement for fo(»d or for easing themselves, and therefore they 
brought disease and death with them. We in Bengal are still reap- 
the fateful harvest of such an exodus. This would never have 
been the ease if in normal times the Governiueiit were dul,A posted 
yith the necessary statistics of the number of the destitute and unemployed 
each locality and took precautionary measures to deal with this serious 
situation through the Subdivisional Officers, thana officers, presidents of 



118 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. [11th Feb. , 

imion boards, jute regulation officers now in charge of rural reconstruction 
work. Then they could have easily stemmed the tide of dying men, women 
and children seeking entrance into strange places by providing them with 
the necessary help and succour in their own localities near their own hearths 
and homes. Sir, we were caught napping. The lower middle class, the 
unemployed and under-employed middle class are the worst sufferers. As 
a very unsympathetic Government is arbitrating their fate, it is nobody’s 
business to know who they are and what they are and how they carry 
along. They cannot beg, they cannot steal, they cannot borrow and when 
their capacity of borrowing — I mean the limited credit — comes to the 
vanishing point, their only alternative is death. These unfortunate people, 
these peace-loving people strain every nerve to secure employment but they 
are helpless. Our ideal Government never thinks of them, and they blame 
their own luck, their l<arma or nasih. Otherwise, it •would be a very uneasy 
time for all of us who are capitalists', rich mentor Ministers or Government. 
Let us, therefore, learn something from the experience of the past. Along 
with the useless food drive of the last year, the statistics of destitutes and 
unemployed could have been easily compiled. Let the Ministry this time 
be a bit far-sighted so that if any further emergency arises, immediate 
action may be feasible and possible. Unless the karta of a family knows 
how many months are to be fed, it is not possible for him to arrange for 
meals. The curse of unemployment must be removed from society and 
social life and to serve this end knowledge of the exact situation is abso- 
lutely necessary. As I have already said every civilised Government 
possesses such knowledge. It is not a very difficult task; it may take some 
time or it may cost a little expenditure but the game is worth the candle. 

I do hope, therefore, that good sense will at last dawn upon our Govern- 
ment and whip the majority party to accept this healthy and wholesome 
resolution without a single dissentient voice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: 

'*That this Council is of opinion that a census of the destitutes and 
unemployed particularly of the rural areas of Bengal should be 
taken in time to tackle the urgent problem of rehabilitation and 
future emergency.^’ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to support the 
motion which has been moved by my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar I would 
point out a few facts for the information of this House, so that the import- 
ance of the question may be (considered. Recently I had occasion to go to 
Mahisadal in the Midnapore district within the subdivision of Tamluk. I 
had also occasion to go to some parts of the Dacca district and I found that 
there are many people who have become destitutes, who have no means to 
purchase whatever the price of rice may be, who have no means to have 
anything on their bodies to keep themselves from the effects of the winter, 
who have no means to purchase medicines to cure diseases from which they 
are suffering. 1 have seen with my own eyes the sufferings of these desti- 
tut(? people who could not have a morsel of food and who are now suffering 
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from the after-effects of starvation. It is necessary, therefore, that a 
census of the destitutes should be taken immediately, so that proper provi- 
sion could be made to meet their want and save the4ive8 of so many people 
by adopting a suitable policy of rehabilitation. Now, the question is: 
whether we can afford to lose anytime in taking a census of these destitutes 
and in advocating meausres for relieving- the distress of the destitutes. I 
think it is very necessary that a census should be taken promptly and the 
only machinery we can employ for this purpose is the machinery which 
should be Composed of all sections of the people including the Government. 
We on this side of the House are willing to give our whole-hearted co-opera- 
tion in order to make an effective and a very complete census of the desti- 
tutes in order that the lives of the people may be saved. The word “desti- 
tute” has not been defined. The meaning of “destitute” as ordinarily 
understood is: those who have been deprived of their houses and have come 
out to the streets without any shelter and without anything to live upon. 
But we have to think of another class of unfortunate people w'ho are on 
the verge being turned into destitute. These people, although they have 
their homes, have no means to purchase anything to maintain themselves 
and they will have to sell their hearths and homes — some are doing so 
already — the only shelter which they have and will thus be turned out on 
the streets and be complete destitutes thereby increasing the burden of the 
Government unless they are relieved now. If a census is taken in time and 
proper steps are taken for tlie purpose of rehabilitating and relieving all 
these people, we will be saving many valuable lives. As a matter of fact, 

1 have known many families who w'ould not be able to purchase foodgrains 
required foe their maintenance even if the price of rice is reduced to Rs. 6 
or Rs; 4. They have not the means to purchase. With these few^ words, 

1 commend this resolution for the consideration of the House and I hope 
this resolution wmuld be accepted without any opposition either from the 
Government or from any honourable member of this House. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, 1 
rise to support the resolution. Sir, in matters of administration it is very 
necessary that accurate statistics should be compiled in order to enable the 
Government properly to carry on the relief work of the sufferers. So far 
as this resolution is concerned, I think the demand made is a very modest 
one. Without statistics and figures, it would be very difficult for the 
Government to help the poor destitutes who have been thrown out of 
employment, or have lost their houses or are at the point of death due to 
starvation and disease. They are badly in need of financial assistance. 
We have seen with our own eyes in the mofussil the situation created by 
the famine. The position has not improved yet. I think thel’e can be 
110 two opinions with regard to the resolution. If the Government wish 
Well of the people of this province, they should come forward to accept the 
lesolution. 

With these few words, I support the resolution. 

Wr. MUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to oppose tiie resolution. Tbe resolution 
tile Government to take census of the destitutes and unemploj’ed, 
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but I find tiint Government have already taken steps to take census of th 
destitutes and unemployed. They have asked the IHstrict Officers to tak 
census of the destitutes and unemployed, of those who are unable to puJ 
chase their own foodstuffs. In every district this has been done. Moreovej 
there is a Government Bill under consideration, namely, the Destitute 
Repatriation and Relief Bill. Government have already taken full respor 
sibility for maintaining and feeding the destitutes and in order to do tha 
they have started taking census of the destitutes. Speaking from persona 
experience, in Chittagong, the District Magistrate has taken the figures o 
the poor men in every village in order to provide some sort of ration fo 
those people. Sir, this is the first ground on which I oppose the resolu 
tion. Then there is the second ground, namely, what would be the hug 
expenditure if a census is required to be taken of the destitutes and thi 
unemployed now? This is a very critical time and I would ask the move 
of the resolution to think over this matter again and not to press thii 
resolution. Without going in for census it would be wiser for Governmem 
if they spend that huge sum on relief work. Moreover, efficient staff woulc 
be required and now there is a very great dearth of efficient staff. So 
efforts should be made for relief and other urgently needed work now. 

Sir, from that point of view, I think this resolulioii is unnecessary and 
it will entail unnecessary public cost. It is a known fact that RengaFg 
public finances have a very great deficit in every respect. In reply to my 
question No. 40 it has been elicited that Government’s total net loan out- 
standing on dlst October, 1943, was Rs. 14,i)7,39,800. This is indeed a very 
heavy debt. If this resolution is given effect to, Government will have to 
take further loan which will cause dislocation of the relief work. In every 
village there is a Food Committee and there is organisation to look after 
the destitutes and unemployed. An Act of this Legislature sponsored 
by no less a person than the Hon’ble Minister Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain was passed so long ago as 1939. Under section 8 
of that Rural Unemployed and Poor Relief Act there is a provision for 
census of destitute and unemployed persona to be taken by union boards; 
and if that Act is enforced — and Government can do that now without any 
additional cost — then the census of these unemployed and destitute persons 
may be taken. In that view of the case, no additional organisation would 
be required to be set up. Sir, in this view of the matter also this resolu- 
tion is unnecessary. On these grounds, I am sorry to oppose the resolution. 
Though at the very first sight it seems very attractive and necessary, but 
going deeply into the matter and thinking that it will cost a heavy amount 
which is badly needed for the relief of the poor unemployed I oppose the 
resolution. 

HUMAYUN KABIRs Mr. President, Sir, I confess that I had no 
desire to intervene in this debate. I had thought that this resolution is of 
a nature which would r ceive the unanimous support of the members from 
all sections of the House. I may confess, Sir, that the speech of the honour- 
able member who has just sat down has astonished me not a little. I may 
also add, Sir, that there is neither any logic nor any reason in the statement 
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wKioh lie was pleased to make. My honourable friend said that the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal have already taken steps to find- out what is the number 
of destitutes in the different areas of the province. If tbaf statement is 
correct, I fail to understand why he should get up and oppose a resolution 
which merely reiterates a demand which Government have already accepted. 
If Government have already made attempts or arrangements for proper 
census figures, there is no reason why a demand or an additional direction 
from the Council for such census figures should be opposed by any honour- 
able member of this House. Besides, Sir, my honourable friend said that 
it is necessary that there should be relief measures, but he forgot to tell 
us how there can be any relief measures unless we know who are the persons 
who require relief, unless we know what will be the total number of persons 
in different areas of Bengal who require relief, unless we know what will 
be the class of relief which each person or class of persons may require. How 
is my honourable friend going to render relief to the destitute people in 
Bengal, the unemployed persons in Bengal, withoul making any arrange- 
ments whatsoever for finding out what is the actual census 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you take a long time, Mr. Kabir, to finish P 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Yes, Sir, I will take a few more minutCsS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I adjourn the Council now. The Council stands 
adjourned till 1 p.m. on Tuesday, the 15th February, 1944. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Tuesday, the 15th February, 
1944. 
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liemberB Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 11th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhuryo 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(5) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(6) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Mohalanabis, 

(8) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

{10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

{11) Dt. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First 8tt||on, 1944 — No. 6. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the I5th February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the 
sixth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section ^2{2){a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.), was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Bed of river Damodar. 

49. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that the river Damodar, now a canal connecting the 

rivers Kaliganga and Baleswar within the Pirojpur Municipality, 
has practically silted up and communications even by boats during 
a low tide are not possible; 

(b) if he is aware that Khulna-Bagerhat-Barisal Mail steamers used 

to ply across this Damodar; 

(c) if he is aware that the silting up of the rivulet has prejudicially told 

upon the sanitation of the locality and that kala-azar, malaria 
and cholera very often break out there in epidemic form; 

(f/) if he is aware that the dredging on a small scale could not make it 
as useful as it was before, and that the public, specially those 
who live ou agriculture and small industries, are experiencing 
great hardship in carrying their goods from one place to another, 
particularly during the winter season ; 

(e) if he is aware that there is no arrangement for bullock-cart convey- 
ance in this locality; and 

(/) whether the Government propose to take immediate steps to see that 
the canal is cut and dredged properly and the feeder khals (small 
canals), such as Chalisa-Raiskati Khals, are thoroughly re-exca- 
vated at an early date? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): (o) Yes, 
navigation by boats does become difficult at neap tides in the wdnter. 

(b) Yes, more than 50 years ago. 

(c) The relationship between the silting up of the Damodar river and the 
incidence of cholera, kala-azar and malaria has not been ehtablished b> 

^acte. 
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(d) It h doubtful whether dredging will restore the river to its original 
condition.' It can be kept fairly navigable only to boat traffic by periodical 
silt clearance which is being done by the District Board, Bakarganj. It was 
last silt-cleared by them in 1940-41. Due to navigation difficulties in the 
winter the public experience transport difficulties by boats. 

(e) Yes. There is, however, a bus service. 

(/) As periodical silt clearance is being done by the District Board, it is 
not proposed to take up the scheme at present. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to place all the papers before this House with reference to the answer given 
to my question, part (c), that this silting up of the river has got nothing 
to do with cholera, kala-azar 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it is very difficult to follow your 
question. Will you please put it more clearly? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to (c) of the question, 
the Hon’ble Minister has replied “tlie relationship between the silting up 
of the Damodar river and the local incidence of cholera, kala-azar and 
malaria has not been established by facts”. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to place all the papers before this House from which he came to 
that conclusion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, unless the papers 

indicate that position how can I place the papers? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there has been an increase in the incidence of cholera, kala- 
azar and malaria in the course of the last 60 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: There may have been 
increase. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is not a matter of opinion: it is a 
question of fact 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: I said ”may have 
been” 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: There cannot be any ”may have been” I am 
asking for answer to the question whether there has been an increase or 
not — it is a question of fact and there cannot be any ”may have been”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: This is a question 
relating to the Public Health Department. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Pain, when you have taken upon yourself the 
responsibility of answering this question, you should give an answer and 
ii you have no facts in your possession you should ask for notice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, I have got no 
facts in my possession to show that there is relationship between the silting 
up of the river and incidence of cholera, kala-azar and malaria. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not based on facts that in the last 50 years there has been an 
increase in the incidence of cholera, kala-azar and malaria in this area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA RAOSANNA PAIN; 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if this matter, viz., the relationship between silting up of the river 
and the incidence of malaria, kala-azar diseases, has been investigated into 
by the Public Health Department of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN; I am not in a position 
to answer a question which relates to the Public Health Department; but 
so far as my department is concerned, we have not been able to find any 
relationship between the two. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Do I understand. Sir, that this investi- 
gation was made in the Secretariat without reference to any authority 
on this subject? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think that question arises. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. Am I to understand 
that the source of silting up of the river and the incidence of cholera, kala- 
azar and malaria are not inter-connected according to the judgment of the 
Hon’ble Minister himself 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you are repeating the same ques- 
tion over and over again. The Hon’ble Minister has already replied that 
he finds no connection between the two. 


8ale of agricultural holdings by the cultivators. 

50. Mr. NUR AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the sale of agricultural holdings by the cultivators 

has increased considerably during the present food distress in 
Bengal ; 

(b) if so, whether any measures have been taken by the Government 

to prevent such sales; 

(c) if so, what are they; and 
{d) if not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Hath Mukerlea): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The honourable member is referred to the Bengal Alienation 
Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1943, published in 
Calcutta Oazette^ Ejetraordinary, of the 24th December, 1943. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (a), will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the percentage of increase in the sale of holdings? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the number of such sales from 1st January to 31st December, 
1943? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 
Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 gave notice of an adjournment 
motion which reads as follows: “That this Council do now adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the serious situation created by the action of tlie Civil Supplies Department 
of the Government of Bengal in supplying the civil population of Calcutta 
and Greater Calcutta through ration shops set u]) by them with unhygienic 
and unwholesome foodstuff, particularly, bad and adulterated rice, mixed 
with saw and jute dust and whole paddy, absolutely unfit for human 
consumption resulting in the outbreak of beri beri, dysentery, diarrhoea 
and other diseases in the area and thus encouraging a black-market to 
continue its nefarious underhand activities.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to this adjournment motion, 1 find 
there are also two short-notice questions on the same subject — one by 
Mr. Mazumdar and the other by Mr. Humayun Kabir. Both the questions 
have been admitted. Now, I would suggest that Government should 
consider whether they could reply to these questions on short-notice. If 
they reply to these questions on short-notice and if the mover is satisfied 
with the answer, I think there would be no further necessity of moving the 
adjournment motion. In that case the mover may or may not move it. 
But if he is not satisfied, then he can give notice of a fresh motion. Of 
course, its admissibility will have to be decided by me with reference to the 
rules and facts. So, Mr. Mazumdar, if (xovernment decide to answer this 
question on short-notice, I would ask you to withdraw this motion today. 
May I enquire whether the Government are prepared to answer the short- 
notice question today? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, Government are prepared to answer this short-notice question. But 
Mr. Suhrawardy is just now away from Calcutta. As soon as he comes 
Wck, he would answer these questions. 1 hope he would come back within 
the next two or three days. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is very deplorable that the 
Hon ble Minister for Civil Supplies is not present here today. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIMS 

But he is in Dacca. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Then, Sir, I postpone moving my 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, there is no question of postponing 
the motion. If you want to movePthe motion, you will have to give a fresh 
notice and the Chair will have to decide whether the motion would be 
admissible or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in this connection I would only submit 
that the point regarding urgency may at that time be waived because the 
urgency in this matter would always remain. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, the urgency will remain unless the cause is 
removed, because it is a continuing grievance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I have the 
honour to give notice that I propose to move 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Goswami, would you please wait for a minute 
or two? A short-notice question is going to be replied to by the Hon’ble 
Minister for Commerce. 


8hort-notioe question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, shall I read out the 
questions also when answering them? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes; I think that will be better. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 

Questions : 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and 
Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that recently a hailstom passed over a portion 

of the Bakarganj district; 

(b) if it is a fact that a Bagerhat ferry steamer met with a serious 

accident near Bhandaria during that squall; 

(c) if so, what is the reason for not publishing this news in the Press; 

and 

(d) what is the number of sufferers in connection with the said accident? 

Answehs ; 

(a) Yes; 

(h) Yes; 

(c) Sir, according to my information the report was submitted to the 
Associated Press by the steamer companies on the 3rd February, 1944. 
steamer companies gave details of the incident to the Associated Press, 
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but if the Press did not publish it, it was most likely because of certain 
rules which prohibited the publication of such news which might be of use 
to the enemy. 

{d) The total number of sufferers was 59 — 


Passengers ... 38 

Mail Guard ... 1 

Yendor ... 1 

Crew ... 16 

(including the master and driyer). 
Steamer clerk ... 1 

Steamer clerk’s servant ... 1 

Sub-agent, Parerhat ... 1 

Total ... 59 


The figure above is subject to alteration as further report of survivors 
might be coming in. 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister did not 
answer as to what were the arrangements regarding the life-saving belts 
and appliances and whether they were sufficient for the purpose ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That did not appear in your original question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: No, Sir; but day before yesterday I 
mentioned this in the House and the Government agreed to answer that also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you have got to give written notice. But you 
may put supplementary questions in that connection. , 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what life-saving arrangements were there in 
the steamer at the time when it was sunk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: The number of life-boats 
and the quality of life-saving gears were in accordance with the require- 
ments of the Inland Steam Vessels Act, 1917 (I of 1917), and examined by 
the Ship Surveyor and certified by the Principal Officer, Mercantile Marine 
Department, Calcutta District. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: What was the number of passengers 
in the steamer at the time when it sank? 

^ The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has said that 
under certain rules the life-boats and other life-saving arrangements were 
in the steamer. But, ma^ we know how many life-boats and how many life- 
belts were there under the rules? 

The Hon’bto Mr. Khwaja 8HAHAEUDDIM: Sir, I want notice. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY; Sir, are all these questions 
likely to come before the Marine Court for inquiry and for report ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. Sir, in accordance with 
the Act, the preliminary enquiry^is held by the District Magistrate. Then 
the report comes up to Government who examine it, and after examination, 
if Government decide that it is necessary to send the report to the Marine 
Court, they do so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Has the report of the District Magistrate 
been actually received by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. The final report has not 
yet been received, but only the preliminary report. 

Mr. RANAillT PAL CHOWDHURY: Has the steamer been salvaged? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have no information as 
yet about this. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Does not the report of the District Magis- 
trate give the actual number of life-belts and life-boats in the steamer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN. No, Sir, this has not been 
mentioned in the preliminary report. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has the Government yet made 
up its mind as to whether it is going to send this matter up to the Marine 
Court for enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: How could Government 
do so without having received the District Magistrate’s final report? We 
have only received his preliminary report so far. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister not aware that he 
is going to prejudice the merits of the question when he is giving these 
answers as categorical matters of fact? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 am giving out these 
facts because these are facts which have already been reported by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate; I am giving here only those facts; so, there is no question 
of prejudicing the case either way. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state when 
the final report of the District Magistrate in this respect may be expected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I think the District 
Magistrate will have to hold a public enquiry; perhaps he will report 
immediately after that. 
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Laying of Message froirt the Bengal Legislative Assembly regarding Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, 

The SECRETARY: Sir, tlie following message lias been received from 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

^‘Tlie Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Ainendment Bill, 1944, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 
7th February, 1944, has been duly signed by me and is annexed 
herewith. The concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Council to 
the Bill is requested. 

SYED NAUSHER ALl, 

Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assenthly-'' 

Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meet- 
ing held on the 7th February, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: With your permis- 
sion, Mr. President, T beg to give notice that I propose to move that the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration and passed at 
this session of the Council. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1944. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The House will now take up consideration of the 
Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you take up this matter, may I 
know whether a date has yet been fixed for the discussion of ihe Finance 
(Sales Tax) Bill or whether the Hon’ble Minister is only giving notice that 
he will move for the consideration of the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: It is only a matter 
of giving notice that the Finance Bill will be taken up for consideration 
during thi.> session and passed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I would like to 
inform you that a very large number of amendments has been received, some 
of which are important. Government, therefore, would ask for some time 
to examine them carefully. So I submit that the Bill may be taken up for 
consideration at a subsequent date. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In that case, the chief item will be withdrawn from 
today’s agenda. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; We received the 
amendments only yesterday and had no time to go into their merits, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that was the arrangement when you agreed ft* 
accept amendments at short-notice. 
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The HOii’hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is so, Sir, but 
we did not expect that so many amendments would be given notice of. We 
could not, therefore, come to any decision on the amendments. 

Mfi W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Sir, do T understand that the proposal is 
to defer the consideration of this ITill? If so, I would object to that being 
done. This Bill is going to take the place of the Ordinance which expires, 
I think, in about four weeks’ time. Government, I should have thought, 
had had plenty of time to consider the matter and it was actually put down 
to be dealt with in the agenda of today. I do not know why it should be 
withdrawn for the time being. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the amendments 
have been received last night and some as late as this morning. S(^ we 
could not get time to go through them. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Laidlaw, the position is that Governmeol did 
not expect so many amendments and they were taken by surprise : so they 
want more time to consider the amendments. Of course, it is for the Govern- 
ment to decide what should be the business today. They can certainly take 
out any of the items of business on the agenda it they want to do so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I may also point out, 
Sir, for the infcjrmation of the honourable members, that there are provisions 
for giving retrospective elfect. So delay of a few days will not affect the 
actual situation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government should always come prepared wlien 
they w^aut lo move for the consideration of a Bill at short-notice. But in this 
particular case, in view’ of the large number of amendments, you ask that 

the consideration of the clauses of the Bill be postponed. Ls that your 
proposal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think Governinent’s difficulties in proceeding with 
the Bill today should be apprecnuted by the House, and when the Govern- 
ment suggest postponement of the Bill, 1 am not inclined to rule out the 
proposal. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will tbe Rou ble Minister 
kindly state when be wants time for consideration of the amendments and 
place the Bill at a future date, if be will make it convenient to comply with 
the wishes of the members 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter you can discuss with the Hon’blo 
MiniateT outside this Chamber. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABtR: May I know when you propose to take up 
the consideration? 

16 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Mukerjea, what date do yoil suggest? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am prepared to take 
it up on the first available date. According to our present programme, it 
is not possible to take it up before 2nd March. But if any earlier date is 
available, T shall be glad to take it up on that date. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of the fact that Government feel 
that many amendments have been tabled which require consideration and 
they are extending the date by about 15 or 16 days, may I suggest that we 
may also be given an opportunity of reconsidering our amendments and 
sending in fresh amendments? Because if the date is fixed for 2nd, Govern- 
ment will have 13 days to consider. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I have no obiection, 
provided they are sent in time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards Mr. Humayun Kabir’s suggestions, I 
think they are very legitimate and T hope Government will not object to 
them. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I have already 
said that I have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, let us decide when the Bill will be taken up. 
Then we will fix up the last date for receiving amendinents. 

I have consulted the calendar. In view of ilu* agenda already j)rei)arerl, 

I think it cannot be taken up before 6th March. Are Government agree- 
able to that date? T suggest thal Isi of March be fixed as the last date 
for sending in amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, we want more days 
to consider the amendments. It will leave only three days. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I think three days ought to be sufficient. What 
about the next Bill, Mr. Mukerjea? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, T have no objec- 
tion to take up the next Bill, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there anv rejection to the next Bill being taken 
lip today? I put this question in view of the fact that everybody expected 
that the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1944, would be taken up today and tlie amendments on the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, reached the honour- 
able members only this morning. So, 1 want to know whetbet they had 
sufficient time to consider ^be amendments regarding that Bill. 

LALIT Chandra DAS: sir, we did not expect that tie ttel&i 
BUI would he taken up today/ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, we shall take up the Beuf^^al Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, tomorrow. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Moreover, we have not yet 
seen the amendments regarding flie next Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, you would be able to read the amendments 
in course of the day. 

I now adjourn the House till 1 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Wednesday, the Ibth February, 

1944 . 
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Members Absent. 

The following ineTiibers were al)Hent from the meeting held on the 15th 
February, 1944. 

(1) Khan .Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nunil Amin. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza (Kowdhury. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Moholanabiali. 

(10) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. R. S. PursselJ. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(13) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(14) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944— No. 7. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the Kith February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the seventh day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section G2(i^)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Reservation of seats of Muslim minorities in municipalities. 

51s Khan Sahib ABDUL AZIZ: Ui) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state in how many municipalities of Bengal seats have been reserved for 
Muslim minorities and in how many such reservation has not been made? 

(li) Has any Muslim commissioner been returned at the general elections 
held during the last five vears in any of the municipalities wherein seats for 
Muslim minorities have not been reserved? 

(c) if so, what are the names of those municipalities? 

{(I) Do the Goxornment prs)i>ose to reserve seats for the Muslim minorities 
iit those niiiiiicipa1i1i(‘s wlieKdroni no Muslim have been elected at the general 
election dining the last five years > It not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’blo 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): Seats have been reserved 

ill 83 municipalities and not reserved in municipalities. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Bogra. Chandpur, Ghl Malda, Gaibandha, Narayanganj, Nator and 
Bajitjni r. 

{(I) ]S’o: bei-ause seats have been reserved tor Muslim minorities in all the 
municiiialities wliere they are entitled to at least one seat in accordance with 
the ]>ro\isi(ins ot sec tion 19 ot the Bmigal iluuiciiKil Act. 

Deaths from malaria, cholera and other diseases in Chittagong during the 

years 1936 to 1942. 

52. Mr. NUR AHMED: in) Will the ILm'ble Minister in charge of, the 
hnhlic Health and Local Self-Government Department he pleased to state 
what was the umnber of deaths from malaria, {n) cholera, and {lii) other 
diseases in (diittagong dining the years 193t) to 1912, and what ^^as the 
I'viinber of such deatlis up to -list duly in 1943? 

(h) How much quinine ami anti-cholera vaccine was supplied to Chitt-a- 
during these years? 

17 
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(c) Is it a fact that both cholera and malaria have broken out in epidemic 
form in Chittagong? 

(d) Is it a fact that the epidemic has gone out of control? 

(e) Have any special preventive and curative measures been adopted by 
the Oovernnieiit of Hengal to check cholera and malaria epidemics in Chitta- 
gong? If so, what are they? 

(/) Is it a fact that the incidence of cholera and malaria has ])eei] increas- 
ing in Chittagong from year to year? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) and (/) A statement is laid 
in the Library. 

(b) A statement is laid in the Library. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The piesenl epidemic of cholera in tlie (Chittagong district com- 
menced from the month of May, .1943, and reached the highest peak in July, 
1943, and thereafter the condition gradually improved. The epidemic 
appeared to be subsiding since the week ending 1st January, 1944. 

TJie malaria situation cannot be said to l>e out of control. Recent rejwt 
from the District Health Officer, Chittagong, shows that malaria is distinctly 
declining in the district. 

(c) Yes: extra doctors and health assistants were ])osted to Chittagong 
district from last July, and supplies of bleaching ]X)wder have been sent 

from time to time. 

During 1943, 1,455 lbs. of quinine and 3^13 lbs. ot cinchona febrifuge 
were sent to Chittagong district. 

Mr. KUR AHMED: Arising out of (e), will the Parliamentary Secretary 
please state how many extra doctors and health assistants were posted to 
the Chittagong district from last July? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Seven doctors and five health assistants. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Parliamentary Secretary kindly state 
how many persons have died from all diseases up to the 31st July, 1943, 
in Chittagong? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In January, death.s from cholera were 31, from 
malaria 1,019 and from other diseases 3,919. In February deaths from 
cholera were 39, from malaria 823 and from other diseases 3,154. In March 
deaths from cholera were 6, from malaria 849 and from other diseases 
2,759. In April deaths from cholera were 25, from malaria 952 and from 
other diseases 3,331. In May as T have already said in my printed answer 
there was an epidemic of cholera and deaths from it numbered 2j)l. 

June it was 1,191 and i. luly wbicli reached the highest jyeak it was 2,775; 
deaths from other disea.ses in May were 4,398; iri June 7(>3 and in July 
10,951. 
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Mft HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ bje Minister please etate 
what percentage of the population of Chittagong was affected by malaria? 

Mfi BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Dfi KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there 
is great scarcity of doctors in Chittagong hospitals? That they have not 
got even the requisite number of demonstrators for the Medical School 
there P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As I have already replied, Sir, 7 doctors and 5 
health assistants were ie(}uisitioned and sent to that area. Moreover, there 
were IG military medical officers lent by tlie Army who were working along 
with 13 sub-assistant surgeonvS in that area. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider this 
number adequate for ihe district, or does he iliink that this number should 
be supplemented; and if so, when? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Tlie number may not be lully adequate, but Govern* 
ment will try to get as many doctors as possible and give relief to the 
people stricken Avitli other diseases as also with cholera and malaria. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Has the Hon’hle Minister any informa- 
tion wdth regard to the Cliittagong Hospital? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Was the quinine supplied by Govern- 
ment sufficient for the jmrpose of (’hittagong at the time? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: At tliat time 1,455 lbs. of quinine were supplied and 
we thought that it was sufficient to tackle the number of persons affected. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon'ble Minister please state whether 
the quantity of quinine supi)iied was not only not enough but that the mode 
of distribution of the quinine was most defective? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 have already answered the question. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: AVhether the mode of distribution was not 
defective also? 

Mr. PRE8iDENT: Please put your question more clearly. What is 
your question? 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: The mode of distribution: from personal 
experience 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not the proper form of putting a question. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, I was going to make my position clear. 
My question is this : Whether any report has been received by Govern- 
ment that the mode of distribution was defective? That is my question. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Goycriime]it have not received any such information. 
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mr. KADER BAKSH: Is the fall in mortality from malaria due to the 
use of quinine or due to the chanj^e of season? 

Mft PRESIDENT: Mr. Kader Baksh, will you please repeat your 
question.^ The Parliamentary Secretary seems not to have understood it. 

Mr, KADER BAKSH: It is this: Whether any report has been 
received by Government from the local authorities tliat the fall in the 
number of malaria cases is due not only to the disiribution of quinine but 
also to the chiinoe in ihe weather, I mean, the season? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Certainly it may be due lo change of the season: for 
malaria breaks out in some season and subsides in another season. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is whether Government have received 
any such information. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; No, Sir, except that malaria is definitely on the 
decline. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Will (he Uon’ble Minister be ])Ieased io state 
whether he has received any report fiom the District Health Officer of 
Chittagong that malaria is out of control there as tljere is no quinine in 
Chittagong for treatment? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Sir, the question has alread\ been answered in 
.answer (c); it is not out of control. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, mv (tnesii«ju is if the Hou'l)le Minister has 
received any report from tlie District Health Officer stating that be urgently 
requires quinine and that there is no (juinine in Cbitlagong? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That question has been ie])lied to. The Parlia- 
mentary Secretary has just mentioned it. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the H uii'bic Mini'^ltU' be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that bO grains of quinine is requiird jier patient intected with 
malaria in order to have effective chei'k on the disease? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is a fact which Government do not dispute. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; May I know ii it is not the information 
of Oovernment that quinine was not availahle at that time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That ([ue.^tion docs not arise out of this. 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bt1l| 1944. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Order, order, we shall now jiroceed with the 
consideration of the Bengal Destitute Person.s (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944, clause by clause. 
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Clame L 

Clause 1 stauf] pari of the Bill. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: 1 beg ty move llial at the eiul of sub-clause (.‘ij of 
clause 1 of llie Bill, tlie following be addefl. namely 

/‘if no notification extending the operation of this Act for such further 
period as specified in Ihe said notification is issued and published 
in the official Gazette by the Provincial Goyerniuent”. 

Sir, sub-clause (/) of clause 1 says, “it shall not remain in force after 
the 31st day of January, 194b”, viz., for two years. To that I want to add 
my amendment as unless the period of two years is extended by notification 
it will expire after two years. M> ])urpose f(H' doing so is this: This 
Bill is a very humane and useful Bill and nobody can say if Ibis emergency 
will or will not continue after two >ears, althougb we do hope that there* 
will be better time and there will be no need feu* Ibis measure. But nobody 
is a Prophet and can sa>' that this emergency condition will not remain 
after two }ears, s{) that Government mav not have to come before this. 
House foi' the extension of the time of this Bill. We have seen that for 
some necessary measures Government ba\c conje for extension once, twice 
or even four times and sometimes more fro(]iieutly. If this proviso is 
added, it wull save a lot of public money and time of the House. For this 
purpose 1 have moved this amendment and J commend it to the acceptance 
of this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I accept the 
principle of my triend Mr. Nur Ahmed's amendment. But it seems that 
there are some technical defects in the language of tl4‘ amendment. So 
with yonr permission and llie permission of the House may I })ut the amend- 
ment in a little amended form, viz., “But the Provincial Government may 
by notification in the official Gazette direct that it shall so remain in force 
for such period as may be specified”. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukerjea, 1 think some one else should move 
the amendment on yonr behalf. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, do you allow at this 
stage to move the sbort-notice amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is exactly the point 1 wa.s going to mention. 
Governnient w'auted to move tliis Bill at short-notice and the Bill bas been 
taken up today clause by clause. Now', if at this stage Government again 
move certain amendments it will be difficult for the honourable members 
to study the amendments, because they have not got copies of the amend- 
ments which Government propose to move. So, 1 am afraid, if tliere is u\\\ 
objection, the amendments cannot be moved and they must stand over at 
least till tomorrow, to enable the honourable members t(' study tbe 
iiinendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. I object. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I have accepted 
the principle underlying the amendment, only I suggest some verbal 
changes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Government want to move amendments, they 
should circulate the amendments to the honourable members today and the 
amendments may be taken up tomorrow. In the meantime, we may 
proceed with the other clauses of the Bill on which there are no new* 
amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Then, Sir, I accept 
the amendment moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. We do not propose to move 
any other amendment. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that at the end of sub-clause 
( 3 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added, namely : — 

''if no notification extending the operation of this Act for such further 
period as specified in the said notification is issued and published 
in the official Gazette by the Provincial Government”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 oppose this amendment. So far as 
this Bill is concerned, it is a temporary measure. We are according our 
support to it because we are under the conviction that the economic condi- 
tion of Bengal necessitates some short relief. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that this Bill involves an encroachment upon the liberties of the people, 
but still we are supporting it because circumstances are such that certain 
steps must be taken both for the good of the destitutes as w^ell as for the 
general public. Now, I may say bow that could be done without encroaching 
upon the liberties of the people. Copy the method adopted in the case of 
the Non-Agricultural Temporary Provisions Bill. Government are not taking 
it up. They are extending the provisions of the Bill by one year. A 
similar Bill was lying with us. If the economic condition of Bengal does 
not improve, then the Government would be in a position to bring in a 
temporary provision extending Bill with respect to this; but so far as the 
present Bill is concerned, Government knew that it was an encroachment 
upon the liberties of the people. In our opinion, the Bill should not be 
extended beyond January, 1946. 

Sir, the w^ordings that were used were “It shall not remain in force after 
31st day of January, 1946”. By this time the economic condition of 
Bengal will improve very much and there wdll be no necessity for this Bill 
to continue. The Objects and Reasons of the Bill will show that. There 
is no doubt w^hatsoever. Is is stated that “it is necessary to continue 
the arrangements for some time to come, as the economic situation has not 
yet come to normal. The Bill has been framed with tins object in view'”. 
It is further stated that • is expected that by January, 1946, the economic 
condition of Bengal will improve and that it will no longer be necessary to 
continue the Bill. So, I say, Sir, that if the economic condition of Bengal 
is not improved by that time, the Government will then be in a position to 
bring in a fresh Bill extending the provisions of this Bill for one year more. 
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Now, Sir, at tlie very inception of this Bill, for the Q-overnment to ask for 
power i^ the hands of the Executive to extend the provisions of the Bill 
for as many years as they like is no doubt an- encroachment upon the 
individual liberties of the people. We are going to support the provisions 
of the Bill, because the time is** extraordinary and the economic condition 
of the country is very bad and that a large number of destitutes have flocked 
to Calcutta and other urban areas endangering the health of the citizens. 
The Government have to take extraordinary steps. But the same Govern- 
ment have come to a definite conclusion that by January, 1946, the situation 
will be such that it will not be necessary to extend the provisions of the Bill 
beyond that period. I submit. Sir, that this motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed is 
encroaching upon the liberties of the people by arming the Executive with 
fresh powers in advance, namely, that they will have the right to extend 
the provisions of the Bill by a notification. This, Sir, I object to very 
strongly. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, in rising to oppose the 
amendment I would like to speak a few words. The amendment stands 
thus : — 

'‘if no notification extending the operation of this Act for such further 
period as specified in the said notification is issued and published 
in the official Gazette by the Provincial Government”. 

Now, Sir, if these words are added there, you will find that it practically 
means that the Act becomes a permanent measure instead of being a 
temporary one. But, Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons, is' as 
follows “it is ue(‘essa]’> to continue the arrangements for some time to 
come, as the economic situation has not yet come to normal.” I would like 
to add in this connection that the preamble to the Act stands thus “Where- 
as it is expedient to make special provision for dealing with persons 
wandering about in a destitute condition as a result of the prevailing 
economic distress.” Now, Sir, there are two things admitted in this Bill 
on behalf of Government, the economic distress that was noticed in 1948 
is still prevailing. Government think that the economic situation has not 
yet come to normal and for that purpose this temporary Bill has been 
introduced. If this amendment is allowed to be passed, then it will make 
it a permanent provision which wns never the intention of the framer of the 
Bill, nor the object as stated in the Bill itself. Now, Sir, we are trying 
to remove this economic distress immediately and for that purpose Govern- 
ment is bound to take proper steps so that this economic distress may not 
be a permanent feature of the life of Bengal. If we pass this amendment, 
we should be supporting a measure which would lead Government not to 
take any step for the purpose of preventing such economic distress and 
keep the Bill hanging over our heads almost as a permanent measure. I, 
therefore, submit that the amendment as it stands is highly objectionable 
and should not be allowed to find a place in the Statute Book so as to give 
this provision a permanent lease of life. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Dr. Ray. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: In view of the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have called upon Dr. Ka> already. But what m 
it that you want to say, Mr. Nur Ahmed? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 want the leave of the House to withdraw my 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House that leave should he 
given to Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw his amendment? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: We have no ohjection. Sir. 

(The amendment was then by leave of the House withdrawn.) 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY; May I know when the Preamble will 
come in for discussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, the l^reamble comes last of all. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY; Then, why call i1 a Preamble? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (jnestion liefore the House is: that (danse 1 
stand part of the Bill 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, before you put the clause, Sir, ina,\ 

I make a submission? Is it permissible for me to move another amend- 
ment to clause 1 in place of the ameiulnieut just withdrawn by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have you given an> notice of such an 
amendment ? 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: No. but my amendment will probably 
be acceptable to both sides, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would just explain the position, Khan Bahadur. 
Government wanted the consideration of the Bill, clause by clause, to be 
taken up at very short notice and a particular period was allotted for 
putting in amendments. Now, if you move an amendment on the floor 
of the House, it becomes difficult for the Chair as well as for honourable 
members to realise what the eflect of that amendment would be on the Bill. 
So, if Government are really insistent on moving amendments to this clause, 
then they should agree to the clause standing over and not being put to 
vote today. Therefore, the amendment which you propose to move on 
behalf of Government, I believe, should be moved tomorrow. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: No, Sir, not on behalf of Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then as a member ot the Government party, no 
doubt ? 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Yes, Sir, as a member of the Govern- 
ment party. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: And you have also got Government support, I take 
it? 

Khan Bahadur M. A, MOMIN: That I do not know, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARl Now the position is clear! 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN; No, the position is not clear, because 
Government had made a certain decision at the party meetings but that 
decision has apparently been changed; in this way our position becomes 
awkward. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Khan Bahadur Sahib, you should not mention any- 
thing about party meetings here. So, you will appreciate m> difficulty in 
allowing you to move your amendment at short notice. As there has been 
an objection, I cannot allow you to do so under the rules. 

The (juestion that clause 1 stand part of the Hill wa^ tiien put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; (’lause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to move tliat in sub- 
clause of (dause 2 of the Bill, for the words “any person authorised 

by the Provincial Government” in lines 1 and 2, the words “the ('hief 
Presidency Magistrate and includes any other Magistrate authorised by the 
Thief Presidency Magistrate” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving my amendment I should like to refer the honourable 
members to the next sub-clause in the Bill where provision is made with 
regard to areas other than ('alcutta. In other areas, the District Magistrate 
performs the functions of an authorised officer under this Act. The amend- 
ment stands exactly on the same lines: only I have suggested that the 
authority should be given to the Thief Presidency Magistrate in Calcutta 
and not left to the Provincial Government, We have bitter experience of 
how such Government authority was exercised during the time of the last 
economic distress prevailing in Calcutta. During the last distress the 
repatriation of the destitutes from (.'alcutta to outside areas was subject to 
severe comment from the ])ublic at large. I, therefore, submit tliat it should 
not be left to the discretion of the Provincial Government. The sub-clause 
should, therefore, stand a.vn the next clause, and that the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate should be the authorised person to function under this Act, 
The authority w'hich is claimed by the Provincial Governiiient to nominate 
peojile for this purjjo.^'e. so far as Calcutta is concerned, is not safe. e 
do not know how the selection will be made. e also know that very often 
nominated persons ahuse their position, and so it is sate to leave the 
authority to the Thief Presidency Magistrate himself or to his subordinate 
Magistrate, as 1 pro])o.se in the amendme^it. I submit that if my amendment 
is {accepted, there will be no room for any comment. If we refer to clause 
of the Bill, w*e find that it is the Chief Presidency Magistrate in 
Calcutta who is authorised to take cognizance of offences under the Act. 
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So instead of leaving it vague in the Act, the authority should be specifically 
allotted to the Chief Presidency Magistrate and he should be empowered to 
delegate it to his subordinate Magistrate. With these words I commend 
my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that in .sub-clause {l)(a) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, for the words ‘‘any person authorised by the Provincial 
G-overnmenC^ in lines 1 and 2, the words “the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
and includes any other Magistrate authorised by the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate” be substituted. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Mr. President, Sir, I would like to 
support this amendment for the simple reason that it brings the Bill into 
consonance with the subsequent sections and clauses which have been provided 
in this Bill. The mover has already pointed out that the object of the Bill 
is to prevent abuse of powers by persons who might be nominated by 
Government. Sir, in the districts the District Magistrates nominate 
persons. So, there is no reason why in Calcutta the Chief Presidency 

Magistrate should not be the appointing authority. I hope the' Hon’ble 
Minister in charge will accept this amendment. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to support the amendment 
of my honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. The demand is 
a very modest one and is very reasonable too, because in the rural areas 
the District Magistrates count and in Calcutta the Chief Presidency 

Magistrate practically rules the city. Therefore, it should be left to the 
discretion of the Magistrates to appoint persons in connection with the 
working of this Bill. It is a practical amendment and in the interest of 

the better administration of the Bill, this should be accepted. Further, 

this amendment, if accepted, will bring the Bill into line witli the district 
administration too. With these few words, I support the amendment of 
Mr. Mukherjee. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I would like to oppose the amend- 
ment on the ground that in Calcutta the problem is likely to be very 
complicated and arrangements will have to be made on a very large scale 
which might require the whole-time attention either of (he Chief Presidency 
Magistrate or of any other person who might be appointed to discharge 
this iunction in Calcutta. So, it will not be possible for the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate or any Magistrate of Calcutta to cope with the 
situation, as they are generally over-worked. Government have advisedly 
made this provision that the Provincial Government should nominate the 
person who might be able to tackle the problem fully and that he might 
not be a Magistrate of Calcutta and may not have to do any other work in 
his official capacity. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TPIAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I may point out 
that the position of the District Magistrate in tin* district is not identical 
with the position of the Chief Pre.sidency Magistrate in Calcutta. In the 
district the District Magistrate is also the executive head but in Calcutta 
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the Chief Presidency Magistrate is not the executive head. From our 
experience we have seen that in Calcutta the worl^;, is of greater magnitude 
and necessarily a whole-time officer should be entrusted with this work. 
During the last occasion Government had to appoint an officer of the status 
of a District Judge to take up this work. In these circumstances, I oppose 
the amendment. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (J)(«) of clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “any person authorised 
by the Provincial Government” in lines 1 and 2, the words “the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate and includes any other Magistrate authorised by the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Clause *3. 

Mff PRESIDENT: Clause 'S stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that in clause 3 of the Bill, after sub-clause (/), the following new sub- 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

‘‘(ia) An authorised officer in exercising powers under sub-section (1) 
shall ascertain if the detention of destitute person will in any way 
disintegrate liis family and shall take all possible steps to restore 
a destitute person to his family in case this detention tends to 
segregate him from the rest of the members of the family.” 

Sir, I consider this to be a very important provision of the Bill. Several 
instances have been brought to light where the actions of the authorised 
persons in collecting the destitutes and removing them, were unnecessarily 
rash. Many families came down to Calcutta and settled on pavements and 
other places. While some member, in most cases the male one, was out to 
beg, or to bring water, or was temporarily away from the rest of the family, 
he was suddenly picked up and removed. Force was applied and deaf ears 
were turned to all his entreaties and appeals. The House will realise how 
his family felt stranded w’hen the prop of their family never returned to 
them. It was not possible for such a family to trace the detained person 
from camps scattered all over a big place like Calcutta. Thus, the Govern- 
ment act of his removal definitely started the disintegration of this family 
and landed its members in utter helplessness, far from helping them. The 
purpose of the proposed legislation itself demands that all destitutes should 
he interrogated, at least in a preliminary way before they are detained and 
reasonable care should be taken to ensure that his removal does not cripple 
his family, even for a short while. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause J of the Bill after 
^uh-clause (7), the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely: 

''(la) An authorised officer in exercising jx>wers under .sub->ection {D 
shall ascertain if the detention of destitute person will in aii.\ ''ay 
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disiiiterg'iate his family and shall take all possible steps to reatore 
a (lesiitute person to his family in cihse this jlelention tends to 
segregate him from the rest of the members of the family.” 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY; Sir. 1 snp))ort this amend- 
ment very strongly, and I think CTOvernment should accept this amendment, 
especially in view of the fact that it should be the primary duty of the 
, Government to restore to their own family whoever luig'ht be segregated 
from their family, either Hindus or Muslims. Specially a woman destitute, 
either Hinddu or Muhammadan, will feel much better oft' if she is kept 
among her family members. Therefore, I would request the Government 
to accept this amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 support the amendment. 
Instances have been numerous that when destitutes were rcuuoved, wives 
were separated from their husbands, daughters were se])ara1ed from their 
mothers and the streets were ringing with their crie,-. Jnsfances were 
certainly known to the Hon'hle Ministers: the local ])a])('Ts were full of this 
story and leaders were giving their own versions in tlie papers. In fact, 
everybody knows tliat sucli instances were numeious. So it is a very 
salutary provision that has been suggested b\ my friend Mr. Birendra Kishore 
Roy diowdhurv, and it ought to find a place in the Bill. I hopei that the 
Hoirble Minister would gracefully accept the amendment ami make it a 
part of the Act. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, in lining to support 
the amendment 1 would just like to draw the attention ot the House to some 
facts which came tf> mv personal knowledge. A boy of five was left in 
charge ot one iCmale destitute and the mother weni out for the piirjxise of 
begging. In course of destitute removal, the female was taken away along 
with the small boy. When the mother came back, liowever, she fo\ind that 
the child was gone and she came weeping to us .saying that she could 
not find her son, and that her son was taken away forcibly. IVrsous who 
W’ere kept in charge of this young boy of five cried hoarse Ibat this boy 
should be returned to his mother. The mother went immediately in search 
of the boy but to her utter distress she did not find her son. This instance 
wa.s brought to the notice of the Government officers in cliarge of llepatria- 
tion and for 8 or 4 days the boy could not be found. 1 can cite another 
instance. I went to some Government Homes where some destitutes were 
removed and I found an old mother who said that her child had been removed 
but nobody knew where he had been taken. Therefore, I submit this 
amendment is a wholesome proposal. Government if it takes on itself the 
responsibility of removing the destitutes should also be humane in its 
dealings with them and see that tlie parents and children of one family are 
not separated so that they may find themselves landed in utter distress. 
With these words, I suppovt the amendment. 

Df. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: I would like to cite another case of a 
somewhat different nature. In this instance, the mother was taken away 
and a child of 7 years was left in the streets and cried himself hoarse to find 
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his mother but could not. At 2 o’clock these cries attracted somebody’s 
notice and the child was given shelter. It is to prevent suc h instances that 
I suppose my honourable friend has moved this amendment. I hope that 
at least this amendment will be acceptable to Governmenl. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR^ 1 whole-heartedly support the amendment 
moved by my lionourable friend and I hope that Government would be 
reasonable enough to accept the amendment and make it a part of the Act. 

I, too, want to cite one instance of a dift'erent nature altogether. I w'as 
in charge of a Destitute Committee, and in course ot our investigations at 
one of tlie collecting centres at Lansdowue Road. I was piesent with an 
honourable member of the Lower house when a grocer came up, who told 
us that his mother liad been taken awa> by tbe ])o]ice as a (h'stilute woman 
and he w’as running about in search of his mother at every collecting centre. 
After a little enquiry the old woman was found out ; she was kept in a room 
of the collecting centre and slie was given over to her son in our presence. 
She had already been booked to he taken awny as a destitute and w^as going 
to be sent to a centre outside Calcutta. Unless her son happened 
to come in that aflernooii the old woman would have been taken away else- 
where. Sir, this is an instance iiow sometimes even those who are not 
destitutes at all are collected and treated as .such. Therefore, we should ])e 
very careful about the collection and distribution of destitutes. So in the 
belief that it is a very reasonable and modest amendment, I hope Govern- 
ment, wdll not be adamant and should come down a little and in a rea.sonable 
frame of mind accept it in the .spirit in wbicli this amenrlmeut has been 
moved. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I rise to supimrt llie amendment. 
Some of the officers are devoid of common sen.se and so powers should not 
be given to them and it is high time that there should be some check. I 
too have come across cases like that mentioned hy the mover. I came 
across a case in which a mother was crying saying that liis son was taken 
away in a lorry from bei*. I think Government should frame >lrict rules or 
pass executive orders to j)revent such occurrences. If Government gives 
an assurance on the floor of this Hou.se tliat they will act as I suggested and 
see that sucli a thing does not take place, we shall be satisfied and tbe amend- 
ment might then be withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, 1 think the hoiionrable members who have supported this amendment 
are under some misapprelicnsioii. Tlie ameiidmeiil , as it reads, provides 
that the destitutes who are apprehended should be returned to their families 
if by apprehension they are disintegrated from tlmir families. Now, as 
regards returning of the destitutes, there is provision in clause 7 of the Bill 
which provides not only for repatriation but also for the ])roper bousing and 
proper feeding of tbe apprehended person. Government does not want 
detain the apprehended person to he a minute more than is absolutely 

iH^cessary., As regards disintegration of members of the same famih roam- 
about as destitutes, I think we are going to issue an executive order to 
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our officers to see that members of the same family apprehended as destitutes 
are put together in the same camp and not disintegrated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 think 1 should 
not make any further observation in the matter. To my mind this amend- 
ment is not only frivolous but unnecessary. Unfortunately 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: vSir, he says “frivolous”. Rut what is 
the meaning of “frivolous” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukerjea, 1 hope you will withdraw that 
expression. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: J withdraw it. But 
I feel that the amendment is unnecessary as it is fully covered by clause 7. 
Unfortunatel 3 ^ the instances that have been given have no reference what- 
soever to the object of this amendment. There are numerous cases where 
people repatriated have come back again to Calcutta and other towns from 
their places of repatriation. So simply by repatriation the situation cannot 
be improved and it is not the intention of (xovernment to keep the people 
under detention longer than it is absolutely necessary. With this obser- 
vation, 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 
3 of the Bill after sub-clause (i), the following neAv sub-clause be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(in) An authorised officer in exercising powers unde]’ sub-section ( 1 ) 
shall ascertain if the detention of destitute person will in any w^ay 
disintegrate his family and shall take all possible steps to restore 
a destitute person to his family in case this detention tends to 
segregate him from the rest of the members of the family”. 

The motion being put a Division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


Mr. AHaf Ali. 

Mr. 8. G. Cbikravtrti. 

Mr. L. C. Du. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. H. C. DatU. 

Mr.Hi. R. Jaiparit* 

Rai Bahaiar B. M. Maitra. 


Kban Bahib Fuiiaidin Ahaiai. 

Mr. MubalittMln Ahmai. 

Mr. Mar AhniaB. 

Mr. SttUanatila Aboiad. 

Kban 8ahib AbBal Atit. 

Mr. D. L. Baraa. 

Mr. Moanamali Cbowahury. 

Mr. HamHiut Ha^ Ghoardhvry. 

Khan Bahadar Abdul Hamid Ghtardh 
Mr. C. E. Clark*. 

Mr. D. d. Cehaa. 

Mrt. K. D*Ruari*. 


AYE8-13. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. B. C. Muktrji. 

Rai Sahib 4 . N. Raj. 

Dr. K. 8. Raj. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Choudbary. 

Khaa Sahib Mauivi WabMaiaamaa. 

HOES— 23. 

Mrt. Labanyajrobha Datt. 

Mr. R. W. N. FagutOA. 

Th* H*B'bl* Khaa Bahadur Saiy*d Maanaaidddin 
Motaia. 

Mr. LatHat Hauain. 

Maulaaa Mubamaiad Akram Kbaa. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidiaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khaa Bahadur M. A. Maaiia. 

Mr. T. B. Niaime. 

Khan Bahadur Mukiaiur Rahman. 

Rai Bahadur Radbiaa Bbuiaa Ray. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. TLe House has divided. 

Ayes being 13 and Noes being 23, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. Yakub Sattar, I believe, was not in the Chamber but he has record- 
ed his vote. He should not have done that. His vote is, therefore, 
cancelled. ® 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, may I have your permission to move a short- 
notice amendment? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, 1 have decided that no short-notice 
amendment will be allowed to be moved if there is any objection 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I have not yet read it 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have not yet seen the amendment; at least the 
Chair should be given a copy of it. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I had already sen! notice of it yesterday to 
the Council office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, let us see what it is. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: My amendment is this: that to sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
clause 3 the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no force shall be \ised against a woman except by 
another woman empowered in this behalf by the authorised officer”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I object to this short-notice amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of this objection, I am afraid, Mr. Nur 
Ahmed, you cannot move your amendment. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I object to this amendment, because we 
on the Opposition side have tabled an almost similar amendment and it is 
going to be moved. He does not like that the Opposition amendment 
should be carried. Therefore, he is moving this amendment. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
sub-clause ( 3 ) of clause 3 of the Bill be deleted. 

Sir, sub-clause (J) reads thus: “for the avoidan'ce of any doubt it is 
hereby declared that the power to take steps under sub-section ( 2 ) includes 
the power to enter upon any land or other property whatsoever.” I fail to 
see what doubt there is, having regard to the provisions of the clause in 
the Bill and the Preamble. The Preamble stands thus: “whereas it is 
expedient ^o make special provision for dealing with < persons wandering 
about in destitute condition as a result of the prevailing economic distress.” 
1 suppose that a person who is resting inside any property is not wandering 
about in a destitute condition. Then, if we refer to clause 2(o) of the Bill, 
find that a destitute person means a person not being of Euiopean 
extraction wandering about or being apparently homeless and having no 
visible means of subsistence except begging. There is another objection to 
clause and that is this: Government are being given the ix)wer to 
enter upon any land or any other property whatsoevei. The laud or property 
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has not been defined and it is left vague and as wide as possible. With 
regard to this amendment the authorised ofllcer may enter into the dwelling 
house of a respectable gentleman and get hold of a person on the plea 
that he or she is a destitute. I have known of such instances and one 
instance I may give which took place during the last removal of destitutes 
from Calcutta. A maid-servant was apprehended in this way who was 
working in the house. She was forcibly taken away in a lorry as a destitute. 
Therefore, I submit that such wide power should not be given to a person 
whatever his status may be. We know what class of persons are employed 
to go with the lorries and buses for the purpose of removing the destitutes 
and if a clause like this is provided, it would mean authorising such persons 
to do anything and everything and it would be giving a very high-handed 
power to the authorised persons for removing the destitutes. As a matter 
of fact, the question for consideration is whether the person apprehended is 
actually a destitute. It cannot be decided until some time passes whether a 
person is really a destitute, but as the clause stands any and every person 
can be imnoved from inside the house on the plea that he or she is a destitute. 

I submit that this clause is totally unnecessary and inconsistent with the 
other provisioiis of the Bill which have been passed showing under what 
circumstances and what persons should be removed. With these words, 

I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mft PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: that sub-clause 
(J) of clause d of the Bill be deleted. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I oi)pose the 
amendment, because it will give a good deal of trouble in colle(‘ting the 
destitutes, (joverument is prepared to accept the amendment, if the wording 
is changed as follo\vs: — 

“That to sub-clause (.^) of clause d of the Bill, the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

“provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to confer 
any power to enter into any dwelling house — 

(u) at any time after sunset and before sunrise, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think before you move your ainendment, the ('hair 
at least should be supplied with a copy of the amendment. (A copy of 
Hon’ble Minister’s amendment was then handed over to the Chairf. Now 
you move your amendment. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: All right vSir. I beg 
to move: that to sub-clause (>3) of clause 3 of the Bill, the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

‘‘Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to confer 
any power to enter into any dwelling bouse — 

(rf ) at any time after sunset and before sunrise, 

(h) at any oilier me without previously giving to the person in 
actual occupation thereof at least two hours’ notice of his inten- 
tion to do so’\ 
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PRESIDENT: I would just like in know if uny honourable member 
has any objection to the moving of this amendment. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, there is one difficulty to which I 
would draw your attention. Si», the clause as it stands is certainly 
objectionable. Therefore, my honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee wants 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is an argument. I just want to know, first 
of all, from you whether you object to the amendment being moved or not. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; The amendment which has been moved 
by the TTon’ble Mr. Mukherjea is a betler one but as I have already .stated 
thai many such amendments could not be moved by us for want of time. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Mr. Das, it is very difficult to know from your 
speech as to wfrat attitu<le you take with regard to thi.s amendment moved 
by Govenimeiit. So, 1 would like to know whether you object to the 
amendment being moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; The amendment moved by Government 
is a better one. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Then I take it that you have no objection to the 
amendment being moved. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, cannot the amendment be moved in 
two parts, namely (1) nobody sliall enter a dwelling house after sunset 
and before sunrise; and (2) that no jierson .shall enter the premises without 
the owner’s or actual occupier’s permission? May I request you to put the 
amendment in two parts? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Are Government prepared to do that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, in my amendment 
1 have made it quite clear that nobody shall enter a house after sunset and 
before sunrise. So, the authorised person shall enter only at day time and 
after two hours’ notice is given. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will that .satisfy the Opposition? 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 would submit to you that this is 
certainly an improvement on the original amendment. But this idea of two 
hours’ permission is not entirely acceptable to the Opposition. We certainly 
do not want anybody to enter into any dw^elling place at night. We do 
not 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Kabir, you need not enter into the merits of 
the amendment at present. The Hon’ble Minister has just moved his 
amendment and we were uptil now following the principle that no short- 
iiotice amendment should be moved on the floor of the House and so I would 
like to ascertain from you whether you have any objection to the amendment 
keing moved 
18 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then may T take it that there is no objection? 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : Sir, you yourself observed 
a little while ago that no short-notice amendment should be allowed to be 
moved today. If there are any they would be moved tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, the amendments to which there are 
likely to be short-notice amendments should be moved tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; But, Sir, there are two 
other Bills tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Today we may proceed with other clauses and finish 
them and then tomorrow we may come back again to clause 3. Government 
in the meantime may circulate the amendments among the honourable 
members. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, I rise just to make the position 
clear. It was your ruling that no short-notice amendments should be 
accepted if the House has any objection. We had some short-notice amend- 
ments which the Opposition did not accept. Therefore, they could not be 
considered. Other amendments which were acceptable to them they have 
accepted and these could be moved. So far it is all right. But the 
difficulty is that this probably will leave the Bill in such a condition that 
it will be a sort of patch-work here, there and all over and the Bill will be 
full of lacunae, and I am afraid the Bill will not be properly workable. 
There were some very useful amendments but they could not be moved 
because of short-notices and other side’s objection. I do not question that 
ruling at all, but I only wish to draw your attention to the fact that some 
amendments were allowed to be moved and some very useful amendments 
were not allowed to be moved 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The principle which we have followed is quite 
consistent with the rules that no short-notice amendments will be allowed 
unless copies thereof have been circulated to the members of the House, 
because the members are expected to study the amendments before they 
oppose or support them. That is the point. Here in the case of the last 
amendment moved by Urovernment there was no objection. That was why 
I suggested that it should be taken up, but even then it has been postponed 
for tomorrow. I quite appreciate what you say but as an important member 
of the Government Party it should have been your duty to advise Govern- 
ment to send the Bill to a Select Committee or to move such amendments 
in time. The matter stands before the public for nearly six weeks. There 
was ample time for suggesting amendments to the Bill. I quite appreciate 
what you say, but I am helpless in the matter. 

I will not proceed with clause 3 today, and the amendments to clause 3 
should also stand over. 
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Clause 4. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 4 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

« 

Clause 5. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 5 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 6. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. Clarke, do not you propose to move your amendment.^ 

Mr, C, E, CLARKE: No, Sir, I do not move. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 6 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, j beg to move that for sub-clause (/) of 
clause 7 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

'‘(7) If the authorised officer is satisfied that adequate arrangements 
for the subsistence and rehabilitation of a destitute person detain- 
ed under section d exist at the usual place of residence of such 
person, he may at any time repatriate such person to his usual 
place of residence as determined by such officer”. 

Sir, we suggest that it is most important that before an authorised 
officer repatriates a destitute person, he should be satisfied that adecpiute 
arrangements for the subsistence and rehabilitation of the destitute person 
exists at his usual place of residence; otherwise repatriation will not be 
effective and the destitute person may endeavour to return to the urban 
area seeking means of subsistence. We suggest that re- wording of clause 
7(7) on these lines is both desirable and important. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEE: It seems to be 
a useful amendment and I am prepared to accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that for sub- 
clause (7) of clause 7 of tlie Bill, the following be substituted, namely: 

“(1) If the authorised officer is satisfied that adequate arrangements 
for the subsistence and rehabilitation of a destitute person 
detained under section 3 exist at the usual place of residence 
of such person, he may at any time repatriate such person to 
his usual place of residence as determined by such officer”. 

(The question was agreed to.) 
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Mr. G. E. CLARKE: I beg to move that in sub-clause {4) of clause 7 
of the Bill, after the words and comma “repatriation of such person’^ in 
line 5, the words and comma “or if after repatriation a destitute person 
again returns to the area in which he was apprehended and detained under 
section 3 for the purpose of begging’^ be inserted. 

This amendment is really contingent upon the existence of arrangements 
for the subsistence and repatriation of destitute persons in their village 
homes. If adequate arrangements do exist, then the return of the destitutes 
to urban areas should be prevented, or if effected, should be penalised. If 
we do not make this provision, we may find that attractions of the urban 
areas may prove too great to the destitute even though arrangements for 
their permanent rehabilitation in their own localities exist. It is in fact 
clear that there has been recently something in the nature of steady flow 
of destitutes to Calcutta and no doubt the ample provision of free clothing 
and free f coding in the City had been the attraction. 

I would urge that this amendment constitutes a necessary safeguard 
against abuse of the advantages provided in this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before ihe House is: that in sub- 
clause {4) ot clause 7 of the Bill, after the words and coninia “repatriation 
of such person”, in line o, the words and comma “or if after repatriation 
a destitute person again returns to the area in whicli he was apprehended 
and detained under section 3 for the purpose of begging,” be inserted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is a most reactionary amend- 
ment that one can think of. So far as sub-clause {4} of clause 7 is con- 
cerned, it makes provision for punishment of destitutes undei' certain 
circumstances. What is this Bill for? This Bill is for the purpose of 
apprehending the destitutes under certain circumstances and then to send 
them to places of detention and then to make provision for repatriation to 
his home. Now, Sir, Government expects that bad economic condition 
will not prevail in Tanuary 1946 and that there will not be any further 
necessity for this Bill. We are now in 1944 and the economic condition 
may so deteriorate and destitutes in the mofussil may find their position 
so bad there that they may have to move to Calcutta or its neighbourhood, 
and they may have to flock to other urban areas also. AVhat the mover 
of the amendment means to say is that they must not come to Calcutta 
or urban areas under any circumstances and remain where they are and 
they must die there. If the economic condition of Bengal deteriorates, 
they may have to come to Calcutta and they may have to flock in other 
urban areas in large numbers : they may be apprehended ; bu< being 
apprehended they may he given relief also in the detention centres. If 
they fall sick, they will he given assistance and also they will he repatriated 
to their respective homes. These are the provisions of the Bill. But now 
if we accept this amendment, the position will be dangerous. The desti- 
tutes on return will be liable to imprisonment at once. So, I strongly 
oppose the amendment. 
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Mr> SIREN ROY: The amendment that is now proposed is merely a 
consequential one. Sub-clause ( 1 ) which was in part amended, has been 
accepted even by the Opposition, i.e., when th^re has been adequate 
arrangement for subsistence and rehabilitation of a destitute, only then he 
will be repatriated and not otherwise. The honourable members opposite 
think that this person will be in such a condition that he would not get 
any subsistence. If that is the position, then he is not going to be 
repatriated. So this amendment is consequential, the intention being 
that he should not be allowed to leave the place where he has been provided 
and ‘rehabilitated. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I regret that I have to oppose this 
amendment, especially in view of the fact that the earlier amendment 
which was moved by my friend to my left was generally acceptable to the 
House. I think my honourable friend who has just now sat dowm has 
failed to distinguish between the two types of cases which are likely to 
arise. It is true that the amendment which has just now been carried 
provides that a person would not be repatriated unless the officer who 
repatriates him is satisfied tliat some arrangements for his subsistence have 
been made. That is one side of the picture. Even though arrangements 
for his reliabilitation are made, even though arrangements for his subsist- 
ence are made, what guarantee is there that the situation may not 
deteriorate again? He may find the conditions again deteriorating. It 
may be that a destitute person comes to Calcutta only for the sake of 
begging. The mover has suggested that facilities for begging are more 
in urban areas than in the rural areas. I agree with him. But there is 
also the fact that a i)erson is forced to come to Calcutta out of dire necessity. 
Every honourable member of this House will bear me out when I say that 
last year a very large number of persons came to Calcutta out of dire 
necessity and because there was no other alternative for them but to come 
to Calcutta. It is true that the first sub-clause attempts at better 
rehabilitation; but, Sir, an attempt at rehabilitation is not a guarantee of 
rehabilitation. In any case, no guarantee is there that the conditions will 
improve. Mr. Clarke by his amendment proposes to make it criminal to 
come to Calcutta. He wants to punish the person who comes again to 
Calcutta, I think honourable members will bear me out when I say that 
in July and August last year, it was the hunger-marchers of Calcutta who 
saved thousands of persons from almost certain destruction. By coming 
to Calcutta, these persons were able to attract the notice of Government. 
By coming here they were able to attract the attention of foreigners wlio 
are here — the European soldiers as well as the Americans and other 
nationals. It was only because they came to Calcutta that they were able 
to attract the attention of the people of the whole world. There is no doubt 
’whatsoever that it was due to these destitute persons that the Bengal 
Taiiaine got world-wide publicity. By dying in the streets of Calcutta, 
fhey saved Bengal. If they had not come to Calcutta, relief measuies 
^ould not have been taken. Nobody would have known of th( ir conditions 

they had remained in the villages. By coming to Calcutta, the second 
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city of the British Empire, they were able to attract the attention of all 
people here and abroad. 'Many honourable members on the other side 
would also agree with me that if the hunger-marchers had not come to 
Calcutta, then condition of Bengal would have been much worse. People 
would have died by many more thousands. Nobody wants to become a 
destitute if the circumstances are favourable. Nobody wants to tolerate 
the repetition of the circumstances of the last year. But Sir, it is one thing 
to hope and it is quite another thing to face the circumstances as they are. 
Can anybody deny that so- long as war conditions continue, there will be no 
guarantee that the situation shall materially improve? There would be 
always during war time the risk of repetition of the dire conditions of 
last year. There is no doubt whatsoever that the difficulty and stress 
will continue in Bengal so long as there is war. Its afflictions will be felt 
by all, either openly or indirectly or in a covert manner. In such circum- 
' stances, I think this amendment should not be passed. Mr. Clarke might 
have brought this amendment in good faith, with a good intention; but 
actually this amendment may be the cause of a definite injury not only 
to the persons concerned who might have saved themselves by coming to 
Calcutta, but to the general public as well. I am at one with Mr. Clarke 
that begging should not be encouraged. But there are many people who are 
forced to beg and to do that they might have to come to Calcutta. There is 
no guarantee during the war whether the situation will sufficiently improve. 
Ill view of the present economic distre.ss, I would request Mr. Clarke to 
withdraw his amendment. 


Mfi Wt Bi Cl LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, I carefully listened to 
the speeches of my honourable friends on my right. 1 think they are 
mixing up two things. The object of Mr. Clarke’s amendment is to punish 
the people who return for the purpose of begging, for the specific and 
explicit purpose of begging. It cannot possibly affect people who are driven 
from their homes by want and have to return to Calcutta and other urban 
areas. 

Therefore, I support the amendment which my friend Mr. Clarke has 
moved. 


Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
amendment, and I would like to draw the attention of the House to the exact 
wordings of the amendment and to show how inconsistent the words are. 
The wordings of the amendment are *‘or if after repatriation a destitute person 
”. Now, Sir, what are the implications of the words ‘‘after repatria- 
tion a destitute person”? Is it that after repatriation he has again turned 
a destitute? Unless he has turned a destitute again, how can he come to 
Calcutta or any urban areas? After he is repatriated and is in his home 
provided with sufficient food he would not be called a destitute. Therefore, 
the wordings .seem to be inconsistent. The moment you admit that after 
repatriation a person ha- again turned to destitute condition, you must 
admit that he has not been provided with the means of subsistence in his 
home. What is the definition of the words “destitute pe^son^^ A desti- 
tute is a man with no home and no means of subsistence and having nothing 
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to fall back upon. It is only in that condition that a man becomes destitute 
and comes to the urban areas for the purpose of maintaining himself by 
begging from the people of the urban areas, becausjp he has lost all chances 
of being fed by the people of his locality. It is only when the people in the 
villages are unable to feed the destitute people that these men come from 
the villages and flock to the urban areas. Therefore, if Mr. Clarke had 
realised the effect of his amendment, he would not have moved it. So I think 
it will be better if the amendment is withdrawn, because I think the wordings 
of the amendment are inconsistent and should not be allowed to have any 
place on the Statute Book. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the people even 
though they are once repatriated may come back to the urban areas; so I 
think such an amendment will be helpful. Therefore, T accept the 
amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that in sub- 
clause (4) of clause 7 of the Bill, after the words and comma “repatriation 
of such person,” in line 5, the words and comma “or if after repatriation 
a destitute person again returns to the area in which he was apprehended 
and detained under section 3 for the purpose of begging,” be inserted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYES-~22. 


Khan Sahih Fariduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Mttbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. D. L. Baraa. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Ohowdhury. 
Mr. Khorshad Alam Ohowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. 

Mri. K. D’Roxario. 

Mri. LabanyaFTobha Datt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Farguion. 


Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadurf Saiyad Muxzamudidn 
Hoiain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoiiain. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidiaw. 

Mr. Abdul Utiff. 

Khan Sahib Subid Ali Molia. 

Khaii Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmt. 

Khan Bahadur Mukltiur Rahman. 

Mr. Biraa Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 


NOES— 12. 


Mr. 8. C. OhakravarH. 

Mr. L. C. Dai. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jalyurla. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 
Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 


Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. B. C. MukhorJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl 
Rai Sahib d. N. Ray. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes being 
22 and Noes 12, the amendment is carried. 

The question before the House is that clause 7, as amended, stand part 
of the Bill. 


(The motion was agreed to.) 

Claute 8, 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; The question before the House is that clause 8 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Clduse 9. 

Mr- PRESIDENT- The question before the House is that clause 9 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 10 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 11. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 11 
itand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 12. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 12 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause IS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 16 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 13 of the 
Bill, the following new clause be added, namely: — 

*^14. The provisions of this Act shall be without prejudice to the 
provisions of the Bengal Vagrancy Act, 1943, and to the powers 
conferred by that Act for dealing with vagrants which shall 
remain in full force and effect.” 

Sir, it may be arguable that this Bill when passed into law will, to some 
extent, supersede the Vagrancy Act as being later in date than that Act. 
The Vagrancy Act, of course, deals with the pennanent professional beggar 
population and I would suggest that it is important that the powers of the 
authorities to deal with the professional beggar population should not be 
prejudiced in any way by this Bill; otherwise we may find ourselves con- 
fronted with an increase in the permanent professional beggar population. 
I, therefore, suggest that an express provision should be made in the Bill 
along the lines of my an ndment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 accept tha 
amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that after clause 
13 of the Bill, the following new clause be added, namely: — 

“14. The provisions of this Act shall be without prejudice to the 
provisions of the Bengal Vagrancy Act, 1943, and to the powers 
conferred by that Act for dealing with vagrants which shall 
remain in full force and effect.” 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 13, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 1 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Thursday, the 17th February, 
1944. 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[16th Eeb., 1944.1 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeiing held on the 16th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Bauerjee. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdlmry. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossaiu. 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlaue. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Moholaiiabisli. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(13) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(14) Dr. Kovsiruddiu Talukdar. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Smion, 1944— No. 8. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Thursday the ]7th February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the 
eighth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the 
Government of India Act, LK]'). 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Detenu Srijut Lallt Bandhu Chakravarty. 

53. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if Srijut Lalit Bandliu Chakravarty of Tippera is a detenu; if so, 
how long he has been under detention; 

(h) it the Government are aware that he has a wife and a widowed 
motliei, witbout any male member to look after them and without 
an> means of subsistence; and 

(c) if he proposes to consider the question of providing a suitable allow- 
ance for his mother and wufe and give necessai’y direction in the 
matter 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes, since 28th February, 1943. 

(h) My information is that his wddow^ed mother and wife are under the 
care of his cousins and the family has an annual income of Rs. 1,000 from 
landed properties. 

(c) No. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the source of bis information as regards the income of the detenu? 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I think, the District 
Magistrate. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Is the annual income of Rs. 1,000, as 
^oted in the reply, his net income or gross income? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 assume it must be the net 

income. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I want the fact, Sir, and not the 
^^agination or contemplation. 
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Mfi PR|i$;lp£IIT: Mr., wbat is your question? The 

Hon’ble Minister seems not to have understood your question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My question, Sir, is whether Rs. 1,000 
is the detenu’s net income or his groSvS income, and I want to know it 
definitely. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there Ls no sense in 
saying definitely what is his net income or gross income. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the income of less than Rs. 90 a 
month sufficient for a family with so many members? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 ask, Sir, what is the 
income of average middle-class family in Bengal ? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That 1 s no answer at all. The HoiTble 
Chief Minister is replying to my question by another question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think that is one way of replying to your point. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister please state 
if the detenu was living in joint family with these people? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 cannot add anything to 
what I have already said. I have got no further information at my disposal 
now. 


Recruitment of Rationing Inspectors and others. 

54. Khan 8ahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of — 

{i) Rationing Inspectors, 

{ii) Rationing Sub-Inspectors, 

(m) (1) upper division clerks, and (2) lower division clerks, 
as advertised in September last by the Deputy Controller of 
Rationing, Headquarters, Deputy Controller of Rationing, 
Factories and Licensed Sliop Section, and the Under-vSecre- 
tary, Civil Supplies, and recruited up to date; 

(1>) the number of Ca.ste Hindus, Scheduled (astes and Muslims 
appointed in each of the services mentioned in (a) (i), (ii)y 
{Hi) (1) and (2) above to be shown separately for each class of 
appointments and lor each community; and 

(^) whether the Communal Ration Rules were followed and given effect 
to in making the appointments. If not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Npn’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) {i) 138. 

{ii) 297. 
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ini) (1) 66, and (2) 482. 


«-) 

Muslima. 

Caste Hindus including 
other minorities than 
Scheduled Castes. ^ 

Scheduled Castes. 

(0 

69 

^ 59 

10 

(ii) 

(in ) — 

137 

131 

29 

(1) 

32 

29 

5 

(2) 

209 

207 

66 


(c) Attempts were and are being made to follow tbe Communal Ratio 
Rules as far as possible. Tbe Public Service Commission is endeavouring 
to comply with the Communal Ratio Rules, but urgent appointments have 
had to be made from the Public Service Commission lists where there were 
not sufficient qualified candidates of the community concerned. 

Notice of motion for consideration of the Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights 
to Property Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I have your 
permission to give notice that T intend to move that the Bengal Hindu 
Women’s Rights to Property (Bengal Agricultural Land) Bill, 1944, be 
taken into consideration and passed, during the current session of the 
Council ? 


Point of Information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 want to mention one very important 
matter and that is with reference to niy adjournment motion regarding the 
rationing of hJiog and the ration for religious purpose^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 })eliev(‘ the HonTde Minister is going to reply to 
your question tomorrow. He came and mentioned it to me. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In this connection, may 1 request that 
a Press note be issued on this subject at an early date ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can make your suggestion when the reply is 
given tomorrow. 

Ruling from Chair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Before we take up clause 3 of the 
Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, I would 
jnst like to mention oiu‘ fact to the honourable members. There were 
suggestions yesterday that amendimuits should be accepted at very short 
uotice on the floor of tlie House. I would in this connection refer to rule 
^14 of the Procedure Rules of this House. The rule runs as follows: “On 
‘^u oral request made by a member at a meeting of tbe Council, the President 
in his discretion, may admit an amendment to a Bill under the consideration 
^1 the Council at shorter notice than that prescribed elsewhere in these 
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rules, provided that the question to which such amendment relates shall 
not be taken into consideration on the day on which the amendment is 
admitted, unless the President directs otherwise.” 

The difficulty of allowing amendments to be taken up on oral notice on 
the floor of this House, as I explained yesterday, is that honourable mem- 
bers do not get sufficient opportunity to study the amendment which a 
particular member wants to move. Therefore, I would suggest that in case 
any honourable member wants to give oral notice of an amendment under 
the rules, he should come prepared with sufficient number of copies of his 
amendment to be distributed to the honourable members : that is one point. 
The second point is — the Chair has to use special discretion with reference 
to the facts as to whether the amendment is in order, whether some of the 
amendments require previous sanction — previous recommendation — of the 
Governor. It is not possible, as a matter of fact, to obtain the recommenda- 
tion or sanction of the Governor at a short notice. The Chair must be 
satisfied about these points before allowing a short-notice amendment to be 
moved. I would request the honourable members to bear this in mind. As 
some of the members may not be familiar with the rules, so I impress these 
points on them. Important Government Bills are coming up to this 
House from the other place very soon. I understand there is a proposal to 
move the Bengal Finance (Sale> Tax) Bill on the and 14th of March — 
I think those are the dates suggested by Government. Up till now honour- 
able member^ liave not given notice of amendments an<i pi'obably they will 
come up with amendments at the last moment so that there will not be 
sufficient time for the department to examine them, tabulate them and then 
circulate. (Mr. Shrish (Jii\ni)R.\ Chakraveuti : Has it been circulated?) 
Yes, it has been ciiculated. So I want to rennnd tlie lionouiable members 
that this is the time for sending in amendments if they want to do so 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: What is the last date for sending in 
amendments? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There Ls no question of last date. If the considera- 
tion of the Bill is taken up on the 13th and 14th, there are more than 15 
days. The rules require 15 days’ notice unless the amen<lments are accept- 
ed on short-notice by the order of the (’hair 

Mr. BIREN ROY: By what date amendments should reach the office? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would suggest that at least clear 7 days’ time 
should be given to the office to examine the amendments and to circulate 
them. So you can send your amendments from now. For the convenience 
of every one I w'ould suggest that the amendments should l)e sent by 3rd 
or 4th of March. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANPRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the usual procedure 
was that we used to get notice of the time by which amendments were to 
be sent. There are many members who are absent and who might like to 
have notice. So I think a notu e ought to be sent in time. 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I suggest one thing? I want 
to suggest that the procedure which has been adopted in regard to the 
Finance Sales Tax Bill may be adopted in regard to this Bill also. I think 
this is the introduction stage and when the motion will come up for 
consideration and passing we shall send in amendments. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 say a few^ words in 
this connection? I think your point is this. Obviously Government want 
that this Bill should be passed before the end f)f the cnriejit financial year 
and Government would have to come up with short-notice amendments in 
regard to this Bill. So it is possible that the honourable members may not 
get sufficient time if they do not know that Government may move amend- 
ments at short notice. Therefore, the honourable members would get plenty 
of tim^ if they are prepared from now. Because if ordinary course is 
followed in regard to the scheduled time for notice, then it may not be 
possible to finish the Bill before the end of the financial year. Therefore, I 
think the Hon’ble President has given warning that the honourable members 
might be prepared with their amendments from now, so that at that time 
if Government come forward and ask for acceptance of their amendments at 
short notice, there may not be any difficulty in accepting them. (Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das; Are you inlerpreting the Hon’ble President’s wishes?) No 
(luestion of interpretation. It is a two-clause Bill 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of order. Sir 
Before the actual notice is given regarding the iiitioduction of a Bill, can 
the question of sending in amendments arise at all? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But the notice has already been given and you cgffi 
F^end in your amendments. In this connection, 1 may draw^ your attention 
to rules 79 and 80 of the Council Procedure Eules. There is ample time yet 
and 10 days' notice is not required for you. A> there would be congestion 
at the last moment, so tlie amendments may be sent from now^ That is the 
first point. Then there is another point about oral notice being given at 
a very short notice on the floor of thv Douse as it happened yesterday. 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But, Sir, it will he very 
difficult tor a private inemher to come with 70 copies of an amendment if he 
wants to move any sliort-notice amendment. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: In that case no short-notice ameiidment> should he 
allowed. If an honourable member wants the ('hair to exercise liis sjiecial 
discretion under rule 04 of the Eules, then be must come prepared with 
<9 copies of his amendments. It is for your convenience that I am making 
fids suggestion. If some honourable member wants permission of tlhe Chair 
to move an amendment at a very short notice and it is objected to on the 
^^^■ound that the members have got no copies of his amendment, then there 
''ill he difficulty, and that is why I am suggesting that if an honourable 
member wants to move an amendment at short-notice and wants the Chair 

exercise his special discretion under rule 64 of tlhe Eules, Le must come 
Prepared with copies of the amendment. Otherwise, it will be inconvenient. 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8! Sir^ with respect to rules 79 and 80 
which you have just referred to, I would like to point out that 10 days’ 
notice is given when the Bill comes up for consideration. But, so far as 
this Bill, I mean the Finance (Sales Tax) is concerned, notice has not been 
given before this House. Ten days’ notice is given when the Bill comes up 
for consideration and not from the day it is introduced 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I think I was right and you misunder- 
stood me. The Bill came from the other House and notice for considera- 
tion of the Bill has already been given by the Hon’ble Minister. So, these 
two rules 79 and 80 do apply. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If notice for consideration is given, then 
it is the usual practice in this House to give us time fixing a particular day 
for the members to give notice of amendmenis either for circulation or 
for reference to the Select Committee. Bui we liave got nothing of the 
sort here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The notice was given for consideration and passing 
of this Bill by the Hon’ble Minister in charge some time ago. So there 
was ample time, and no fixing of a particular lime was necessary, 

Khan Bahadur M, A. MOMIN: Sir, this point about short-notice 
amendments was raised by me yesterday, and T pointed out the difficulties. 
I am grateful to you today for making an ohservatio]i on Hiis point and for 
reminding us about our duty. But in tlie rules you liave quoted there is 
no such thing as the consent of the House being obtained for the acceptance 
by you of short-notice amendments. Yesterday, the amendments which 
were objected to by any member of tlie House were not taken into 
consideration, and you did not say anything about the consent of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question regarding consent of the House was 
obvious. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Obvious \)ut not coinpuLsory. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is compulsory in this sense that unless you 
supply the members with copies of your amendments, it is impossible for 
the members either to support or oppose the amendments. Just place your- 
self in the position of a member not moving an amendment, and you your- 
self, I am sure, will draw the attention of tlie Chair to the fact that you 
cannot make up your mind as there is no copy of amendment before you. 
Therefore, if a member wants to move an amendment he should take upon 
himself the responsibility of supplying sufficient number of copies of his 
amendments, otherwise how can the Chair use the discretion under section 
64 of the rules? It will be unfair to the House. This is how the question 
of consent arises. If there is any objection, then the amendments should 
not be considered, because the members have no copies of the amendments 
before them, and the Chair has necessarily to refuse permission. 

Mr, 8ULTANUDDIN AHMAD, Sir, are we to understand then that 
if a member wants to move a short-notice amendment, he should have ready 
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as many copies of amendments as there are methbers of the House? If this 
is so, then there is no necessity for the consent of the House and the members 
thereof P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It depends on the nature of the amendment. 
Suppose it is a very lon^^ and V^ry complex amendment then in that case, 
certainly the Chair can refuse permission. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let us now take clause 3 of the 
Bengal Destitute Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to a point of 
order with regard to the Bill itself. Yesterday, in placing amendment 
No. 10 before the House, it was read out as if it was an amendment to clause 
13 and the motion was also put that clause 13 as amended be passed. Sir, 
looking at the agenda 1 find that there was no amendment to clause 13. 
What was proposed by Mr. (larke was only that a new clause be added 
and wlien there is no amendment to a clause the new clause proposed to be 
added should be placed before the House as an independent amendment to 
the Bill itself and not as an amendment to a clause. I think, therefore, that 
the procedure has got to be regularised; otherwise it would be somewhat 
irregular and not in consonance with the rules of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. Mukherjee. Yes, I agree that it 
is a separate clause and not an amendment to a clause. I remember that 
point. In fact, 1 was going to mention the matter. Therefore, just to 
regularise the position with reference to the point of order raised by 
Mr. Mukherjee, I would read out the new clause moved by Mr. Clarke 
yesterday. The question before the House is that after clause 13 of the 
Bill, the following new clause be added, namely; — 

“ 14 . The provisions of this Act shall be without prejudice to the 
provisions of the Bengal Vagrancy Act, 1943, and to the powers 
conferred by that Act for dealing with vagrants which shall 
remain in full force and effect.’’ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, may I raise a point of 
order, again ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is it? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Clause 13 will have to be 
i't^ad again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I am doing so. The question before the 
House is that clause 13 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Khan Sahib FARIOUDDIN AHIAAD: It i« a new clause that is 
being added; will it be numbered 13A, or 13B? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It will get a new number 
surely; or the whole thing will have to be re-uumbered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. Now, Mr. Mukhei ‘jee you may move your 
motion . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I beg to move that to 
sub-clause (3) of clause 3 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Miikei jea, may I suggest that the amendment 
be moved by someone else and not by yourself? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I beg to move that to sub-clause (J) of clause 3 
of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

^‘Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to confer 
any power to enter into any dwelling house — 

(a) at any time after sunset and before sunrise, 

(b) at any other time without previously giving to the person in 

actual occupation thereof at least two hours’ notice of his 
intention to do so.^^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to sub-clause (.5) of clause 
3 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

^‘provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to confer 
any power to enter into any dwelling — 

(a) at any time after sunset and before sunrise, 

{h) at any other time without previously giving to the person in 
actual occupation thereof at least two hours' notice of his 
intention to do so.’’ 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Sir, I do not understand the meaning 
of this amendment. The amendment gives two hours’ notice but the culprit 
or the destitute may be running away in two hours 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you oppose it Dr. Ray? 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: I want some clarification on the point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, honourable 
members may see that in the original clause we gave carte blanche to the 
officers concerned to enter any house and to remove the destitutes. But in 
obedience to popular wishes we have amended this clause, so that people may 
not^ be harassed in any way and the owner of the house may get sufficient 
notice before any officer enters his house for the purpose of trying to repatriate 
a destitute. So the question of running away does not arise, because if he 
runs away he does not get the benefit of repatriation. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, with regard to my 
amendment No. 4 “that sub-clause {3) of clause 3 of the Bill he deleted* 

I may say that this amendment was moved by me yesterday and then there- 
was a proposal 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is ;four point? Do you want to put it to vote P 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It was not put yesterdajr 
and I thought you lost sight of it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, T have not lost sight of it. I will put it now^ 

The (juestion before the House is that sub-clause {3) of clause 3 of the- 
Bill be deleted. 

(The amejidment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that to sub-clause 
(3) of clause 3 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“provided that nothing in this sub-section shall be deemed to confer 
any power to enter into any dwelling — ^ 

{a) at any time after sunset and before sunrise, 

(A) at any other time without previously giving to the person in 
actual occupation thereof at least two hours’ notice of his 
intention to do so.” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“provided that no female destitute be apprehended by the use of any 
force or without her consent.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Miikherjee, may I make a suggestion that in 
view of the recent Government amendment which has been carried in th& 
shape of a proviso, will it not be better it you move “Provided further”. 
You move your amendment again ’’n the altered form. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: All right, Sir. I beg to 
move that in clause 3 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“provided further that no female destitute be apprehended by the use 
of any force or without her consent.” 

Sir. in moving this amendment I would like to place a few fact.s before 
the House for the consideration of the honourable members. On the last 
occasion when female destitutes w'ere being removed, force were used by 
mule persons while apprehending them. 1 have seen with my own eyes 
that in some cases the male persons caught hold ol the hair of the female 
destitutes and in spite of their cries and protestations they were carried 
‘iwu\ ijj lorries to distant places. In one instance a lady was remo^ed 
was a maid-servant in the house of a gentleman and she protested say- 
that she was not a destitute, but she w^as removed. Then there is 
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•difference between a destitute and a vagrant. Vagrants are professional 
beggars. As regards the female destitute, we all know how they keep 
themselves within their huts in the villages. Their condition is so 
precarious that they are now forced to come away from their seclusion to 
look for shelter and food in the urban areas. Among the destitute females 
there might be some who at one time were respectable people, had their 
bouses and means of their livelihood. We all know that in the villages 
even the ladies of the cultivating class do not come out of their houses, 
though there is some relaxation of this custom in the urban areas. There- 
fore, I would submit that the Hon’ble Minister should make a distinction 
between female and male destitutes. Females should never be handled 
in any event by the male persons and without their consent. Some 
female destitutes are being sheltered by residents of the towns who take 
pity at their condition. Those gentlemen give them shelter for some time 
fo come, until they can provide themselves with better means of livelihood. 
So the female destitutes should not be removed without their consent. 
'(Khan Bahadur ^M. A. Momin: Will tliey be left on the streets?) They 
may be left on the streets but I am not saying that. My point i^ that the 
female destitutes should never be taken away bodily witliout their consent. 
A cmlized Government should not use physical force to remove a woman 
destitute and then place her in a place where she does not like to go. Tf 
she finds that she is absolutely helpless and is agreeable to go to a place 
where she can find shelter and food, then and then only she can be removed, 
^he cannot remain in the street without food for days and days togetlier. 
iShe must have the means of subsistence. If she is convinced that she will 
get food as well as shelter by beipg removed, then she Avill readily consent 
to the proposal of removal by Government. I, theiefore, proj»ose that in 
the case of a female destitute Government should make a distinction and 
decide that she should not be apprehended by use of any force or without 
her consent. With these words, I move the amendment for the considera- 
tion of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of the Bill, the 
following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no female destitute be apprehended by the use of any 
force or without her consent." 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, may 1 say that the amendment just moved is 
practically out of order, but if 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can say that. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I want to move that “provided further that no 
woman shall be removed except by another woman empowered in this hehalf 
by the authorized officer If that be accepted, then we are moving this 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. WUat is the amendment P Will 
you let me have a copy of thatP 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: All right, Sir, I am banding over a copy to you. 

I am reading out the amendment as it would be. 

‘‘Provided further that no woman shall be removed except by another 
woman empowered in this behalf by the authorized officer.’' 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Sir, may I with your 
permission and leave of the House add “avoiding torce as far as practicable’’. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What 1 would suggest is this. I would suggest 
an adjournment for 10 minutes to enable (ioverninent and the Opposition 
to come to an iigTeement on this jioint. We shall meet again at 2 o’clock. 

After adjournment. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, we have consulted and come to an agreement, 
as regards the wording of the aineiidmeut— 

“that to suh-fdause (2) of clause *1, the fidlowing proviso be added, 
viz. : — 

‘Provided that no woman shall be removed by the use of force except 
by another woman empowered in this behalf b\ the authorised 
officer.’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mi'. Mukheijee. do you then in view of this amend- 
ment withdraw your amendment? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir, 1 beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my ainendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T^eave has been asked by Mr. Bjinkim Chandra 
Mukherjee to withdraw his ainendment. Is it the pleasure of the House 
to give him this permission? 

Honourable Members: Yes, Sir. 

The amendment was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: 

“that to sub-clause (2) of clause 3, the following proviso be added, 
namely ; — 

‘Provided that no woman shall be removed by the use of force except 
by another woman empow'ered in this Behalf by the authorised 
officer.’ ” 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The motion that clause 3, as amended, Btand ^lart of the Bill was also 
‘Agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Preamble 
added to the Bill. 

(Thd motion was agreed to.) 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, as 
settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. So far as the 
third reading is concerned, it cannot be taken up on the same day as the 
amendments are passed. So the third reading may be taken up on some 
other official day, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair can always allow it. I do not think it 
is such an important matter that it should be held up. So I allow Govern- 
ment to move the motion for tlie third reading of this Bill. 

Motion moved that the Bill, as 'Settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, this is an emergency measure — 
practically giving an Ordinan(*e a it'ase of life tor two more years. In view 
of the tact that it is an emergency measure we accorded our consent to the 
principle of the Bill. But by the subsequent amendments, particularly by 
the adoption of the amendment of Mr. (’larke, the Bill has practically 
changed its character. It ha.s been metamorphosed to such an extent that 

it is as the Bengali proverb says, 

and now it has become a punitive measure. From 
the point of view of the religion of India — I may say not only of the Hindus 
but also of the Muslims — the whole spirit underlying this Legislative 
measure is repugnant. Our religion confers on a destitute person the right 
to approach a householder for charity with the name of God on his lips and 
commands the latter to offer alms according to his mite. The time-honoured 
custom ofif — g’iving a handful of foodgrain to the caller at the door 

has saved millions in a land wliere poor relief and the dole for the unemploy- 
ed are not yet a State obligation. If there he adequate arrangements for 
the subsistence and rehabilitation of destitute persons at their usual places 
of residence as now assured by the Government, why should there be flow 
of such persons into the city and its suburbs at all? They do not come here 
for sight-seeing but from the pangs of laujger. As a matter of fact, they 
did not come during 170 years befoie this famine. If there he an immigra- 
tion oi beggars into this area, Government officers can easily ascertain 
where they are coming from and arrange a(le(|uate relief measures in those 
localities so that, like f^ater finding its own level, these men and women 
may instinctively return to their villages’. The af tachiiient of our rural 
population to village homes is proverbial and many western students of 
labour in this country have written volumes describing it as an impediment 
of the growth of industrial labour in India. Tin* same complaint was heard 
the other day in connection with the recent decrease of raisings in collieries. 
It is a travesty of truth to say that Calcutta and suburbs offered ampl^^ 
facilities to the poor during those terrible months in regard to food and 
clothing. They died on ihe streets of Calcutta. If they still come, the 
reason is not that Calcutta is over-flowing with milk and honey for them 
but that there is sheer starvation in the countryside. This ancient land 
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has seen many famines but the use of force to beggars and shutting of the 
door against humanity are unheard of. A society ^is judged by the treat- 
ment it metes out to its poorest members. The Ministry supported by 
European votes may chop off on^ after another the various limbs of tliis ' 
hoary civilisation but all should remember that while Rome, Egypt, Assyria 
and Babylon perished, we are still not a negligible lot in world economy only 
because of our anxiety to live and let live. 

From the clauses of the Bill, Ihe House will find that there is no attempt 
to provide these people with permanent rehabilitation in their hearths and 
homes. In section 4(/), the Bill states ‘‘The Provincial Government may 
provide and maintain together with the necessary equipment.” Then again 
it states, “The Provincial Government shall make necessary arrangements 
for the maintenance of destitute persons while such persons are detained. 

As soon as they are let off and brought to their own houses in the rural 
areas, they are left out uncai-ed for, and who knows that at the end of this 
year there might not be another famine and w^hat would be the effect of 
this Bill? The people would be dying and there might be necessity for 
them to come back to ralcutta where they might get shelter and food but 
they would not be allowed to come to Calcutta or to the suburban areas. 
They would be throttled to death in their own villages. 

In these circumstances, I beg to say that though I accorded my consent 
to the principle of the Bill when it was moved first, 1 find it difficult for me 
to accord my consent to the Bill in its present form. With these words, 

I oppose the passing of this Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr President, Sir, 1 would 
like to say a few words on the third reading of the Bill. Some incon- 
sistencies have crept in in view of the recent amendments which have been 
accepted by Government, though those inconsistencies were pointed out by 
us. But Government could not see their way to accept the Opposition point 
of view. I would refer. Sir, particularly to the amendment oi clau.se 7 
which stands thus after the amendment has been passed: “If after repatria- 
tion a destitute person again returns to the area in which he was apprehended 
and detained under section 3, for the purpose of begging, he shall be liabjj* 
\o be convicted.” This is how the Bill at present stands. Now. if we refer 
to the provision of clau.se 4 of the Bill, we find that “the Provincial Govern- 
ment shall make necessary arrangements etc.” 8o, it is obligatory ni><'n 

the Provincial Government to make ])rovision tor the maintenance ot desti- 
tute persons. Under that clause it is mandatoiy upon Government 
provide for the maintenance of these destitute persons. The Government 
take upon themselves the liability to maintain these destitutes. It tliat i> 
sc, tlien where is the room for saying again that persons who have been 
f<^pa1riated if they come back again will be convicted. I, therefore find. Sir, 
that tliese two clauses in the Bill .seem incon.sistent and clause 7 make.s ii a 
<'niuinal offence. If it had been anything else, Me could have ignored it. 
But liere we are dealing with liberties of the people and talking of impriMui- 
tuent. Sir, ordinarily all civilized governments are liable to maintain the 
whom they govern. It is the primary liability of a government, 
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if it calls itself a civilized government. I am not saying of any other form 
of government. The clause says that after repatriation if a destitute person 
returns to the urban area he shall be liable to imprisonment. Therefore, 
. Sir, this clause is inconsistent with other clauses of the Bill. So, I oppose 
the Bill as a whole, because this provision of the Bill as it stands cannot 
be allowed to be passed without any opposition. 

Maulna MD. AKRAM KHAN : 

^ ’fUo? I 

; (Mr. Sheish CIhandra Chakeavarty : 

(PT C3t>rpn h ’ 

^!Tf44't4 (Trfri TO ^ 1 TOT ^ 

^ 7(1 ; c^r^TOT (TT ^ '^TCW 

fro Hl6lbl6f^ TOr^ TOT 

TO^tTT WCTO TRD I TO^fTO <frt 414n — ^ *tf^ 

4Tf%» ’'otC4 ^4* \5lC4 

TO I ( Shrish Chandra Chakra varty ; <pt;gf TTt^ 1 ) ^yf TO t H ' 

i]7R CTffTT f^TO ■^1’ tr^^6J4 4t€tr3 tftTO ^4^ 

I ^ Tr5|4 ^ 31 cAr:^t t ^p7^ 

TT^ SstH '3 f^'JtTOTo C^l d3T C4l7,^ ■S?tf% C^n^l ^ f.4R^ TOTt^ 

^tf% TO) TOT^ ^=rtPr ii^ TO# 4^ I 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to support the motion which has been 
moved by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister who is piloting this Bill. I 
never expected any opposition from any side tf) a beneficial measure like 
this. Sir, I rubbed my eyes wlien I saw Messrs. Mazumdar and Mukherjee 
rise to oppose this motion for Third Reading of this Bill. The Ministry 
must be congratulated on piloting this most beneficial measure for the 
benefit of those unfortunate victims of famine. The Ministry have shown 
great courage and they have taken upon themselves the great responsibility 
oi^ not only maintaining the destitutes but also repatriating them and also 
seeing that they are provided with the means of subsistence in their place 
oi residence. An objection has been raised to the acceptance by the Govern- 
ment of an amendment regarding making the return of the destitute persons 
to their place of begging an offence. Sir, we must be grateful to the 
European Group for the two beneficial amendments sponsored by them. 
One of these is that before a destitute person is repatriated, it will be the 
duty of the authorized officer to see if there are sufficient arrangements for 
maintenance in his usual place of residence. That, I think, is a very 
great improvement made to the Bill. As regards the other amendment 
to which vehement objection has been taken, in my humble opinion, 
is that if a destitute returns to the place where he was apprehended, 
he may be hauled up before a court. Of course, at first sight it 
may appear to be a little harsh and reactionary; but on going through the 
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other ai^a^ndments which have been added to clause 7, it would appear that 
the mover of the amendment assured the House that^ first of all arrangements 
should be made for maintaining and housing the destitutes and only if 
after that they come back again tP the urban areas for begging they should 
be punished. There is a clear check too regarding punishment. Clause 9 
says that no prosecution for an ofience under this Act may be commenced 
except by, or with the permission of, such ofiicer as may be empowered in 
this behalf by the Provincial Government. That I think is a great check 
on punishment. The Provincial jGoverninent is in the best position to 
decide whether any prosecution will be lodged or not. By this the apparent 
harshness of the amendment is mitigated and it will be tor the provincial 
Government to take action or not in their discretion. Taking that view, I 
think the amendment is not so objectionable as at first sight it seems to be. I 
again congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill for piloting 
this Bill for the good of the people. With these words, I support the motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, there were certain 
wholesome provisions in the Bill and I had a mind to extend a qualified 
support to them; but certain amendments have since been made to the Bill 
which have nullified these wholesome provisions. It will appear that under 
section L3 of the Bill anything done or any action taken or any proceedings 
commenced in exercise of any power conferred by or under the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1943, shall, on the 
said Ordinance ceasing to be in operation, be deemed to have been made, 
done, taken or commenced in exercise of the powers conferred by or under 
this Act, as if this Act had commenced on the twenty-sixth day of October, 
1943. Sir, what is the effect of this section 13? The effect will be that 
several thousands of destitutes who have been detained and maintained and 
ultimately repatriated to their homes are to be considered as having been 
dealt with under this Bill wdien passed into Act. Sir, the economic distress 
in Bengal threw them into such a terrible condition that there was no other 
alternative for them but to come to Calcutta and the suburbs to maintain 
themselves. If a similar situation arises next year and they come to Calcutta 
again, that act itself will be an offence under section 7. The Bill as it was 
drawn up was meant to meet a situation like that already dealt with under 
the Ordinance. The Bill is a temporary Bill. Power was taken by 
Government for the purpose of apprehending and detaining the destitutes 
aud also for maintaining and repatriating them. And it was only under 
certain conditions, namely, disobedience and breach of discipline, etc. that 
they were made liable for punishment or imprisonment. But when sugges- 
tion was made from the European Group that whenever they will come as a 
destitute next time in Calcutta or its suburbs or to the urban areas they will 
be liable to the same punishment as in the case of disobedience of orders or 
bleach of discipline, the Government did not recognise it as a retrograde 
"^tep but actually welcomed it is an improvement on the provisions of the 
We do not understand how it is an improvement on the provisions of 
^he Bill, I the amended provision of punishmenv is illegal, because t e 
Bill intends that should a serious situation recur a large number of destitutes 
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will have to come to Calcutta, its neighbourhood and other urban areas « In 
that event, these destitutes should be detained, maintained and fed and 
then repatriated to their homes — that is the purpose of the Bill. Now, 
Sir, provision has been made by certain amendments as a resuli of which 
these destitutes would come with Damocles’ sword hanging on their heads. 
Oovernment, in exercise of the powers conferred under rules 3, 4, 5 and 6, 
•can detain, maintain, make arrangements for treatment in hospital when 
necessarj^ and then repatriate them in good condition to their village home. 
But now by the amended provision, at the very outset, they can be 
arrested, prosecuted and sent to jail for three months. The whole purpose of 
the Bill has been made nugatory. Sir, things have come to such a sorry 
pass that under ail circumstances the Ministry had to support this amend- 
ment brought by the European Group which had cast to the winds 
the main purpose of the Bill. Under the circumstances, Sir, I have been 
•compelled to go against the motion for Third Reading of the Bill and oppose 
the Bill as a whole. 

Mr. 8ACHINORA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; Sir, I do not wish to take 
much time of the House. Simply I want to ofter my suggestion that instead 
of hurrying through the Bill, in future Bills like this may be sent to Select 
Committee. But in this case 1 think the intention of the (i^overnment is 
to pass this Bill hurriedly only because it expires on the 1 3th Marcli, H)44. 
But I think it is wise that Government should send sucli Bills to Select 
Committee as has been suggested by my friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momiu. 
In this case, I think it is too late to do so. But I hope Government will 
kindly consider the desirability of Bills like this being sent to the Select 
Committee in future as it will save a lot of time of the House. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, I fail to understand liow objection could 
kave been taken to the motion before the House by the members opposite. 
They have not been able to show to us that the provisions of the Bill are 
unwholesome or that the Bill is not at all necessary at the present moment. 
Look at the condition prevailing in the countryside. These destitutes who 
aTe coming from the interior to town areas are not only responsible for 
affecting the sanitary condition of the towns but they do many acts which 
are not at all desirable. So a Bill like this is very necessary. My friends 
opposite, Mr. Mazumdar, Mr. Mukherjee and Mr. Das made an attempt in 
their speeches to show that this Bill will adversely affect the people who will 
come to Calcutta. But they have not given their suggestions. Now, if the 
provisions of the Bill in its operation liereafter show in any way that they 
are not working properly or that there is any defect, certainly, Sir, the 
Government can bring up an emending Bill at any moment. Even during 
the present session of the Council, Government can do so if they find that 
the provisions are not salutary. (Mr. H.ieidas Majumdar: Yes, after 
9 years.) Why after 9 years? You may get it within the next three or 
four months, say in June this year. These defects can be remedied. Sir, 
nobody denies that there is a necessity of a Bill like this. There has been a 
loud cry from amongst us and from very responsible members in the country 
that some provisions should be made for these people who are called destitutes 
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and whilji are in distressed condition. In response to that, Government have 
taken Ijliil measure. There may be defects but they would be rectified as 
times pass. It is not possible to know the defects, before the Bill is given 
effect to. Now, why should there be any cry in the House that this is not 
a salutary Bill, or that it has nullified the wholesome provisions of the Bill? 
L cannot understand that. Sir, I support the Bill as it stands now. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. President, Sir, the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, is very definitely necessary, it is 
important and it is urgent. It is definitely one that should be applied with 
the fullest possible vigour contingent upon one or two points on which it 
is necessary that Government should be fully agreed. These points, Sir, 
formed the subject of the amendments moved by this party at our last sitting. 
We refer in particular to the desirability or otherwise of repatriating 
destitutes where conditions for rehabilitation do not exist or where the 
transport system has so deteriorated as to render it impossible to keep such 
areas properly supplied with food and other necessaries of life. In supporting 
this measure, it is our considered opinion that it should be incumbent upon 
the “authorised officer” referred to in clause 7 of sub-clause (I) fully to satisfy 
himself that destitutes so repatriated will, in fact, be able to remain in their 
thoines and subsist. And if there is the slightest shadow of doubt, our opinion 
is that they should be kept in places of detention until necessary arrange- 
ments can be made for permanent re-settlement. We realise that it is a 
matter of extreme urgency that destitutes should be sent back to tlieir own 
localities at the very earliest possible moment; but until this can \)e done 
to the fullest satisfaction of Government and also without the likelihood ot 
repatriated persons again leaving their homes, relief that this Bill is intended 
to give will not have been achieved. It, therefore, follows that there is no 
alternative but to make use of places of detention as referred to in clause 
4 of sub-clause (7), and in this respect we refer to camps that were said to 
have been formed during the autumn of 1943, and in particular, to the Homes 
at Mahalandi that have taken over two years to be completed. Sir, we are 
not satisfied that the anticipated progress has been made in connection with 
these Homes and if this measure is to be prosecuted with any degree of 
success, very much energy is required. We cannot express ourselves too 
strongly on the delay that must hamper the application of tlie Bill now in 
its third reading and also the Bengal Vagrancy Act passed by this Council 
m ^ptember, 1943. Particularly, we would ask if a recent inspection has 
l)ceii carried out to keep the Government informed as to t^he progress and to 
the present conditions of the camps and Homes to which reference has been 
made. The problem resulting from destitution is necessarily inter-related 
with that of begging and we seek mfonua\it)n as to what steps have been 
^akeii to prevent liotneless people—particularly professional beggars— coming 
h» the city — indeed in many cases returning to the city, having already been 
^^^acuated— as the signs are not wanting that once again the main streets 
'h the city are becoming populated by these unfortunate peoi)le. If our 
^^iforniation is correct, Homes and Gamps are in existence and, in our opinion, 
^^0 reason exists why full control should not be exercised, 

21 
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Witk tlie approach of the hot weather, Sir, we view with some alarm 
the possibilities of the spreading of epidemic diseases due to the presence 
of large numbers of disease-carriers included among destitutes and beggars. 
It has to be remembered that famine conditions and high living-costs must 
have resulted in reduced power of resistance and deterioration in stamina 
of a very large section of city workers, thus rendering them vulnerable to 
scourges that are likely to impair the highly organized conditions of service 
imposed upon all sections of the community by war-time necessities. For 
these reasons, it is absolutely essential that the city streets shall be made 
free from sources of infection that may more easily be brought under control 
by the proper administration of this Bill. 

Sir, we consider the time opportune to draw attention to the apparent 
encouragement that is being extended to destitutes who habituate the 
precincts of military centres in the hope and perhaps knowledge that they 
will be fed. While we do not doubt the good intentions and generosity of 
our soldiers who are only too ready to assist those less fortunate than them- 
selves, such actions are a disservice to Government and to the public in 
general. They should, therefore, be discontinued so that responsible officials 
can be given every assistance in successfully operating this very necessary 
measure. 

Sir, an honourable member has returned to the subject of my amendment 
to clause 7. I need only tell the House that in one case a destitute was 
found to have collected six free blankets by returning repeatedly after 
repatriation. Government must have powers to deal with such cases and 
may I add that clause 7 is permissive? 

I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on his handling the Bill and I 
support the motion. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTY: Mr. President, Sir, I 
had no intention to intervene in this debate but the observations of the 
previous speaker has induced me to say something. This measure is certainly 
a salutary measure with the principle of which all sections of this House 
agree fully. So, it was only meet and proper that this Bill should have 
been passed without a single division or without a single amendment. 
But this thing could be achieved if only Government had taken iihe 
Opposition into their confidence and asked for real co-operation which 
this side of the House is always prepared to give if Government 
looks to the public interest. But this has never been accorded by 
Government, though this procedure is being followed all over the 
world. Now practically in every part of the world Opposition has ceased to 
function, and Government and the Opposition are acting in close collabora- 
tion for the interests of the public at large. But, here the attitude of 
Government is to please a particular section of the House and treat the other 
section, namely, the Op;;o^ition with scant courtesy. I find that my friend 
Mr. Eader Baksb was very jealous and was feeling very much vexed because 
of the Opposition’s express disapproval of certain amendments. But I 
remind him that the leader of his party, I mean Khan Bahadur Abdul Momiii* 



179 


1944.] . GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

also declared in the House that there was a lacuna in the Bill and if passed 
in its present form it would not serve the purpose properly. (Khan Bahadur 
M. A. Momin: Well, that has been removed.) Yes, removed, although not 
one of the amendments he had a mind to move was allowed. And even in 
spite of this fact my honourable friend Mr. Kader Baksh could not see any 
defect in the Bill. However, what has been done cannot be now undone. 
As Mr. Kader Baksh says the Act can be amended in three months^ time 
if the Government like but I do not know whether this will ever be done. 
With these words, I do not support the motion of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Tho Hon’blo Mf« TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already stated 
at the very initial stage this is an emergency measure meant to meet an 
emergent situation. During the last 5 months Government have repatriated 
about 45,000 destitutes from Calcutta alone and 25,000 from other cities. 
In removing these destitutes and repatriating them Government was per- 
fectly aware of the serious responsibility it had to sihoulder not only for 
their lodging but also for their food, clothing and medical treatment. I may 
inform the House that Government is now seriously considering a scheme 
of repatriation through which they propose to make adequate arrangements 
for a Workhouse and giving to these destitutes some kind of occupation. 
And we do hope that it will be possible for us to start such a workhouse 
very shortly and thereby provide occupation and afford a source 
of living to these destitute and also to other people whom we generally 
call landless labourers. I hope. Sir, that with the best co-operation of our 
countrymen, it will be possible for Government to achieve this end at no 
distant future. As regards the observation by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 1 
am thankful to him that in his eloquent address he has only supported our 
contention and has proved the urgency and absolute necessity tor a Bill of 
the nature that has emerged out of this House. As regards the observations 
made by Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee, I would only say that if he had 
kindly gone through all the clauses of the Bill separately he could have 
seen that all his points have been actually met. The only point, of course, 
that I cannot meet is his poropsal to impose a fine upon a destitute instead of 
sending him to imprisonment. I do not know, Sir, how it is possible for any 
Government or for any Administration to lealise any fine from a destitute 
person. I am thankful to the Maulana Sahib and other honourable members 
of the House who have made many constructive and useful suggestions. It 
is true that no Bill can be perfect. I am also thankful to the honourable 
members that it is mainly through their kind efforts that the Bill which is 
just emerging from this House will be free from all objectionable features 
and lacunae about which mention has been made in this House. I can also 
assure the House that if practical difficulties are found out later on, Govern- 
ment will take the earliest possible opportunity to remove them. I only 
hope that strict enforcement of this Act will not be necessary and the 
situation in the country will change for the better. I expect that with the 
best co-operation of the honourable members of tiiis House and the people at 
and with the blessings of God the situation will immensely improve in 
the near future, and it will not be necessary to take recourse to this measure 
ia the distant future. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bengal 
Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944, as settled in the 
Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Tha Bengal Non^gripultural Tenancy (Tenifwrary Provieicns) Extension 

Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 

I beg to move that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Before you move this motion Khan Bahadur Saheb, 
I should like to point out to you that in tlie printed copy of the Bill that 
has been circulated the Hon’ble Nawab Miisharruff Hossain Khan Bahadur 
is mentioned as the member in charge, whereas you have given notice for 
moving this motion. This should have })een corrected by Government. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I beg 

to move that the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Tem]>()rary Provisions) 
Extension Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

In moving the motion I may sa}^ shortly that the object of the Bill is 
merely to extend the time of the Bill by another year. A temporary Act 
for preventing enhancement of the rents of non-agricultural tenants pending 
the passing of a comprehensive Act dealing with chandina rights was passed 
some three years ago (Mr. Humayun Kabir: Four years, this is the fiftli 
extension.) No, I think it is the fourth extension. However, the ’Compre- 
hensive Bill is ready and is going to be introduced in this session. But the 
time of the present Bill will expire in May, 1944, and if the comprehensive 
Bill is not passed into law by that time, there will be trouble; that is why 
it becomes necessary for further extension of one year. I hope this Bill will 
be passed unopposed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Non- Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extension Bill, 1944, be taken into con'^i- 
deration. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I oppose the 
consideration of the Bill. The Bill seems to be an attempt to secure the 
support of the under-tenants of the province. In its zeal to be popular witli 
this section of the population, the Governinent has classed them with Ibe 
ordinary tenants which they are not. The Bill seems to supplement liic 
obstinacy of the under-tenants who, after they could get an access into tin* 
premises of the permanr t tenants or landlords, will not now move, and will 
not even try to pay some valuable consideration for portions acquirer! 
them. People sometimes let out a portion of their premises to some necd> 
persons on small annual rent out of sheer pity. Tenants so doing will he 
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highly prejudiced, if they lose their right of ejectment, even if the portions 
let out are wanted for charitable or religious purposes. And what will be 
the ultimate result? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a 

point of order. Sir. Is that all relevant? He is mentioning about the Act 
itself. The present Bill is only for extending the time of the Act and not 
the comprehensive Bill which is contemplated to be brought in. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, can I speak on 
the subject generally? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes; but you cannot refer to the Bill. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I am opposed 
to the extension of this Bill and as regards the principle of this Bill I want 
to say a few words. 

Nobody will venture to let out his holdings for the simple apprehension 
that timid sub-tenants of today may be themselves the permanent co-sharers 
of the holdings tomorrow. 

If one cannot let out portions of his premises for fear of ultimately losing 
it, he will think thrice before he buys any, because he cannot count upon 
it as a source of income, at least for some days. With plenty of holdings 
that could be let out being systematically left vacant, the really honest- 
intentioned people requiring accommodation will be faced with an artificial 
scarcity of tlie sano'. 

Several Bar associations and a number of experts have sent memoranda 
to the Government criticising the Bill in its present form 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Roy ('liow^dhury, \ou are again referring to the 
coming Bill which has been mentioned in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. Government seeks to extend this measure pending the introduc- 
tion of a permanent and more comprehensive legislation on the subject. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I have already 
said what I had to say in this matter. I have nothing further to say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, it is an irony of fate that it has been 
left to the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzainuddin Hosain, the Leader 
of the House, to move for the extension of the Bengal Non- Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1944, by one year. If I 
lemember aright, and 1 speak subject to correction, it w^as from this side 
of the House, as the Leader of the Opposition at that time, he was vehemently 
opposing the extension of this Bill. Now, it has fallen to his lot to ask for 
extension of time by one year more. I may adopt his own arguments 
^hich were used by him last year and tell him to his face that the 
consideration of the motion should be refused on bis own grounds then 

^^vunced. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Presideut, Sir, 1 also canuot but refer 
fa the speech of the honourable mover of this motion, for last ,\eai it was e 
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who was most vehement in opposing further extension to this Bill. The 
arguments that were advaneed by him last year in refusing further extension 
to this Bill have far greater validity today. The Bill was almost in shape 
last year — at least that was what we were given to understand. I would 
like to know from the Hon^ble Minister why he could not give the final 
touches to the Bill during the last 10 or 11 months. Why could this Bill 
not be brought to the House and passed during the course of these months ? 
Besides, in the present Bill which is sought to be extended, tihere are very 
serious defects. I wish to point out to the honourable members that if these 
serious defects are not remedied, definite hardship would be caused to a class 
of poor persons of the bustee areas of Calcutta. In the Bill which he 
proposes to extend for another year, there is a provision by which an under- 
tenant in bustee areas cannot be ejected during the duration of war for non- 
payment of rents. This is a good provision no doubt, because if they are 
ejected great hardship would be caused to them. But what about the hut- 
owners who have taken the land on lease froni the landlords and let out the 
tenants? No protection has been given to them. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: On a 

point of information, Sir, to which Bill he is referring? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am referring to the Bengal Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1944. The Hon’ble 
Minister ought to know that as soon as he brought this extending Bill he is 
liable to criticism for the provision of the Bill which he seeks to continue. 

1 am suggesting that some protection should be given to the hut-owners. 
In the Bill there is no protection whatsoever to this important section of 
the people of this town, namely, the owners of huts in the bustee areas. 
These hut-owners are people who are often poor persons and who have 
invested a few hundreds of rupees in taking land on lease from landlords for 
building bustee huts thereon. These bustee hut-owners who have improved 
the lands are subject to ejectment without notice and many of them have 
been actually ejected. Many cases are lying at the moment and attempts 
have been made to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister and his 
predecessor to the very serious nature of the case. That is why pressure 
has come continually from us on this side or the other side of the House. I 
would like to appeal to the Hon’ble Minister who has changed his opinions 
with the change of his geographical position in this House. I would also 
like to remind him that we have pressed that a permanent measure should be 
put on the Statute Book as early as possible, I think, Sir, that there is no 
reason whatever for further dilatory tactics of this nature in bringing 
about a measure which is needed and which is almost complete, as such delay 
is causing hardship to a large number of people. I think that if the House 
throws out this Bill today, it will be putting pressure upon the .Government 
so that a permanent Bill may be put on the Statute Book. In the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons, you will find, Sir, that this Bill is to expire on the 
29th of May, 1944. There is yet sufficient time, if the Government so desire, 
to pass a permanent Bill during this session. There is no reason why thin 
temporarj^ measure .should be again brought before us to extend its term 
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by another year. This is simply postponing tihe Bill and refusing to 
legislate and refusing to redress the grievances of those who are suffering 
today. In view of these circumstances, I feel that we on this side have no 
option but to refuse consideration of this Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Myed MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIH; Sir, I 
certainly admit that I opposed the extention of the Act last year, and I 
would not have moved this unless a comprehensive Bill was going to be 
introduced this session. As a matter of fact, it was put in for introduction 
even in the Order Paper, but on account of certain technical difficulty it is 
being delayed for a few days. But, I believe it will be placed before the 
House within a few weeks. Unless I were sure about it I would not have 
moved this Bill at all. So, when I give this assurance that the comprehen- 
sive Bill is going to be placed before the House this session, there should 
be no objection to the motion for consideration being accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1944, 
be taken into consideration. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may we know when amendments are to 
be sent? You fixed a day for the motion for consideration. But amend- 
ments to that motion are motion for circulation or for reference to the 
Select Committee. It is only after the consideration motion is agreed to that 
the question of amendments to the Bill clauses comes in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Kabir, you are not exactly correct. 14th was 
the last date for putting in amendments to the motion for consideration and 
15th was the last date for putting in amendments to the clauses of the Bill. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

The question that the Preamble be added to the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 
I beg to move that the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in view of the assurance which the 
Hon’ble Minister has given 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order, Mr. Kabir. I have not yet placed the 
iuotion before the House. Motion moved : that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1944, as settled in Council, 

passed. Yes, Mr. Kabir. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABlRl Sir, in view of the assura uoe. which thr 
Hon’iile Minister lias given that the comprehensive Bill will he mtrodured 
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this very session, it is not my intention to oppose the third reading of the 
Bill; but I would at the same time make certain suggestions to him. Since 
a comprehensive Bill is going to be introduced during this very session, I 
would re-emphasise and draw his attention to the point which I have already 
submitted, namely, that in the Bill as it now stands, one half of the picture 
only is visible and the other half is not complete. The case of the under- 
tenants has been dealt with but the case of the tenants, those who are 
directly under the landlords has not been considered at all in the Bill that 
was passed in 1940. When the Hon’ble Minister proposes to bring in a new 
comprehensive Bill, I take it that lie will include a provision in it which 
will meet the case of the tenants also. I would also ask him to keep these 
points in mind. Many ejectment suits are actually lying with the High 
Court today and they too ought to be considered. He may probably be 
aware of the fact that the Minister holding the portfolio abouk a year and 
half ago, gave certain assurances to the hnt-owners of Calcutta. He held 
out the hope that he would try his best to redress their grievances. After 
the unfortunate dissolution of the last Ministry and the sudden transference 
to power to the present Ministry through the agency of a certain personality 
who shall remain nameless, after that unfortunate event the present Ministry 
has been simply sleeping over this matter^ and that in spite of many 
reminders. I would ask my honourable friend to consult his colleague 
Mr. Shahid Suhrawardy as to the assurance which he himself gave in this 
respect at the Muhammad Ali Park where he proclaimed before a large 
number of hut-owners in Calcutta that as soon as he was able to come back 
to power, he would try to redress their grievances. I may also ask the 
Honourable the Leader of the House to enquire of his colleague whether it 
is not a fact that reminders were sent to Mr. Suhrawardy and a deputation 
waited on him drawing attention to this matter after evasive replies from 
him, so much so that some of them who were vehement supporters of 
Mr. Shahid Suhrawardy have now submitted a representation to him that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, you need not refer to these personal 
matters in connection with the provisions of this Bill, to what happened 
outside this Chamber. This House had no oiBScial knowledge of these 
affairs. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir, 1 submit to your ruling. But 
I think, I am allowed to put it in this form. When the Government are 
bringing comprehensive legislation before^ the House, we expect that it 
will not contain any glaring defects. We would ask our friend accordingly 
to follow the advice given to him only yesterday by his leader, I refer to 
Khan Bahadur Momin, not to hurry the Bill through the House but to give 
it ample time to consider the provisions of the Bill. I cun assure him that 
if he keeps these points in mind, and safeguards the interests of the hut- 
owners and other poor enants and takes th^. Bill in hand with the co-opera- 
tion of the different sections of the House, then we on this side of the House 
shall' not be failing in that co-operation,. 



ADJOURNMENT. 


186 


1944.] ‘i 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may 1 aay first of all 

that no assurance has been given 

Mrt HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir, an assurance has been given by the 
Honourable Leader of the House some moments ago that a comprehensive 
Bill will be introduced during this session. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is that 
the Bill as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mri PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 18th February, 
1944. 
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membebs absent. 

Members Absent. 


[17th Fib., 1944.] 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 17th 
February, 1944; — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(3) Eai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Mr. J, McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(9) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R, S. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(12) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(13) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(14) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First tasiofii 1M4— No. 9. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 18H:h February, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being the ninth 
day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62 (2) (a) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Paddy seeds for the aman crops in Noakhali. 

55. Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Will the Hon’lle Minister in 
charge of Ihe Agriculture Department b?' pleased to state — 

(a) wbai quantity ot paddy seeds for the anutn crops has been sanc- 
tioned for the district of Noakhali; 

' {})) what jx)rtion of it has already been distributed; 

(c) what are the (juantities re(‘eived b} res[)ective unions and what 

are the dates of their distribution; 

(d) from where and whom these seeds were purchased and what was 

the (quantity purchased from each; 

(e) it he has recevied any complaints against the method and agency 

of this distribution ; and 

(/) if he contemplates any change in the method and agency of future 
distribution ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamudftini Hosain): {a) 30,00(> maunds. 

{h) 20,772 maunds (including 510 maunds from Government farms). 

(c) Union figures are not readily available. Subdivisioiial and thana 
figures are given l>elow: — 


Subdivision. 

Thana. 

Quantity. 

Mds. 

Sadar 

(1) Sudharam 

... 3,135 


(2) Lakshmipur 

... 1,178 


(3) Begum ganj 

... 4,173 


(4) Sen bag 

... 2,021 


(5) Companygaiij 

707 


(6) Raipuia 

403 


(7) Ramganj 

200 


(8) Sandwip Island 

... 3, .035 

Feni 

(9) Feni 

... 1,057 


(10) Chhagalnaya 

263 


(Jl) Parasliurain 

... 2,848 


(12) Sonagazi 

... 1,752 

... 20.722 


'23 
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Dates of distribution — from May to August, 1943. 

(d) Excepting a small quantity procured from Tippera district the bulk 
of the seeds was purchased from within the district. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The question of distribution of seeds through a special staff is under 
consideration. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reason why Union figures are not yet available — even at a distant 
date like this — arising out of (c)? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; It will 
involve considerable labour and cost to find out the figures. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased tcy 
state when this question was tabled ? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Of 

course, T cannot say exactly when the question was actually tabled. But t 
may say that it would have involved considerable labour and cost and it 
would not have been worthwhile to collect figures union by union. 

Social Hygiene. 

56. Mr, NUR AHMED: {fi) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state if any measures have been adojhed by the Government of Bengal to 
spread knowledge about social hygiene in Bengal I'' If so, what are they? 
If not, why not? 

(b) Have the Government of Bengal made any arrangements for facilities 
of diagnosis and treatment of persons suffering from venereal diseases in 
Bengal and for the investigation into the sources of infections of these 
diseases? If so, what are they? 

(c) Do the Government propose to carry on any propaganda for tlie spread 
of the knowledge about prevention and (*ure of venereal diseases in the 
municipal areas and to introduce elementary course of sex education in 
selected high schools and colleges of Bengal? If not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’bM 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (^) Nothing has hitherto been 
done to spread knowledge of social hygiene. A post of Director of Social 
Hygiene has, however, been recently created and an expert has been 
appointed. His duties are (i) to organise venereal diseases clinics in towns 
and rural areas, inspect them and to see that proper diagnosis and treatment 
are carried out, and (?/) to arrange for i)ropaganda by posters, magic-lantern 
slides, etc., which may be considered necessary for educating the people with 
a view' to reducing the incidents of venereal diseases among the civil 
population, 
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(6) Government of Bengal have recently established five clinics for 
men and two clinics for women for treatment^ ji venereal diseases in Cal- 
cutta. There is also another clinic for the treatment of seamen suffering 
from such diseases. Government are considering the desirability of taking 
measures for compulsory medical examination and treatment of prostitutes 
suffering from venereal diseases. 

(c) The first part of the question is disposed of by replies to questions 
(a) and (6). 

As regards introducing a course for sex education in schools and colleges, 
Government have taken no steps yet and there are obvious difficulties in 
the way. Also before taking such a step, public opinion will have to be 
consulted. Government have, however, before them a scheme for appoint- 
ment of medical men for teaching hygiene in high schools and for examina- 
tion of health of school children where the return of normal times makes 
doctors available. 

MrSt LABAN YAPROBHA DUTT: Arising out of («) and (h), does the 
Hondde Minister think it advisable to open birth-control clinics with women 
health visitors in hustee areas and in industrial areas near the labourers' 
quarters, so that the spread of venereal diseases may be checked at its root.^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Government have already taken some steps and will 
certainly consider the suggestion favourably specially in regard to the busies 
areas people and industrial areas people. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTY: Arising out of reply to (h), will the 
Hou'ble Minister consider the question of increasing the number of clinics 
for women to at least d, as their need is more urgent? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: if sufficient number of trained doctors are available 
and if instinimeiits are also available, Government will certainly consider the 
suggestion favourably, 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Will the Hon ble Minister please state 
where these clinics for men and women are situated? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For men, Belgatchia Medical College Hospital, 
Medical College Hospital, Campbell Hospital, National Medical School 
Hospital and Sambhunath Pandit Hospital. For women, Duffenn Hos])itaI 
and another hospital at Alipore. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Is it not possible to open annexes 
for women too in tliose hospitals where centres for males have been opened? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: tSir, I have already ausw’ered tliat (juestion saying that 
if sufficient number of tiained doctors are available and instruments are avail- 
ahle, they would open more centres for women. But (Government would not 
^‘onsider at the present moment the question of attaching women centres with 
inale centres. 
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Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTY; Arising out of replies to (a) and (c), 
deeB'-the Hon’Ue Minister think it advisable to make arrangements for ele- 
mentary courses of lectures on Social and Sex Hygiene specially in classes 
IX and X of Girls’ High Schools end in the 1st and 21nd year classes in 
Girls’ Colleges? 

Mra BIREN ROY: Government have already got a scheme before them, 
as^has already been stated by me in reply to the main question, for appoint- 
ing medical men for teaching hygiene in high schools and for examination 
of the health of school children. In that reply it has also been stated that 
there are obvious difficulties in the way in that public opinion will have to 
be consulted and if opinion comes from progressive women Government would 
certainly consider this matter favourably. 

Mr. HARIDAB MAZUMDAR: Will the Government inform the House 
the name of the gentleman who has been appointed Director of Social 
Hygiene to teach social hygiene and his qualifications? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does that question arise? 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But in the answer it has been given that 
^‘A post of Director of Social Hygiene has, however, been recently created”. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: He has been appointed on Ks. 1,000 per month. He is 
trained abroad in venereal diseases. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: May I have the name of that gentle- 
man? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Dr. Sourin Ghose. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Parliamentary^ Secretary^ please state if 
there is any scheme for starting of clinics in mofus.sil centres? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: As ha.s already been stated by me, more clinics 
will be opened in mofussil areas as soon as more instruments and doctors 
are available and also with the return of normal times. 

Ths Hoil’bis Mr, H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, there are two short-notice 
questions, one by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar and the other by Mr. Humaynn 
Kabir. Shall I read out the question first? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, I think that will be better. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 

Short Notice Question hy Mr. Haridds Mazumdar — 

(а) Will the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department 
be pleased to state if he is aware that the supply of the bad quality of rice 
is causing serious distress and the outbreak of diseases like beri-beri in tbe 
city? 

(б) Is he aware that many persons are foregoing their whole quota of 
rice on account of the bad quality supplied ? 
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(c) Does lie propose to permit individuals to import from outside Calcutta 
the amount of rice which they have actually foregone from the sanctioned 
ration ? 

Answer — 

(a) I have received complaints of the bad quality of rice in some shops 
and equally I have received reports that in certain other shops the quality 
has been very good . Steps are being taken to ensure that all rice issued from 
the ration golas are of good quality. I am not aware that the supply of this 
bad quality of rice has caused serious distress, as it has already been open 
to ration card-holders to purchase wheat products instead. I have no in- 
formation regarding outbreak of diseases like beri-beri in the city due to 
any bad quality of rice which may have been supplied. 

(b) It is possible that many per.sons have taken atta instead of rice. I 
am fully aware of the fact that many persons laid by large stocks of rice 
previous to the introduction of ration and are utilising these stocks instead 
of purchasing rice from the ration shops. 

(c) No; it is proposed however to issue an order which will enable licenses 
to be given to persons to import into Calcutta rice or paddy from their own 
lands outside the rationed area up to a limit of 3 niaunds ration per individual, 
the ration being computed at 30 seers per person per month. Equivalent 
quantities will be cancelled on ihe ration card a1 the time of granting 
licenses. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Out of one of the answers given by the Hon’ble 
Minister that he has received complaints of bad quality of rice in some shops, 
will he take steps to remedy the state of affairs immediately so that this rice 
is replaced by good quality rice ? 

The Hon’We Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, as I have already informed 
the House, we have been taking steps to see that the godown of the ration 
authorities are stocked with gnod quality rice which the public wull get 
at the next issue. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May we then take it that from this week bad 
quality rice will not be available from any of these shops? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; We hope so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With, regard to the acceptance by the Hon’bie 
Minister of one part of the suggestion in the question, namely, that he will 
permit those who have lands of -their own to indent rice into Calcutta, will 
he state the reason why he does not propose .to extend the same facilities to 
those who have no lands of their own ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have made a statement 
here not in acceptance of any proposal of the honourable member. Ihe 
honourable member who put the questii'on had proposed that I should 
^low imports to the extent which a person in Calcutta had refrained from 
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fiiking from the ration shops. My proposals are totally irrespective of any- 
thing of that nature. I am permitting persons who have lands outsid® 
Calcutta and who grow their own paddy to import their own paddy from their 
own lands to Calcutta and not as a sort of general purchase. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR; Will it be confined only to paddy? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, rice comes out of paddy. 
The point is that they do not grow rice. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon^ble Minister please state the 
reason why he finds it difficult to give the same facilities to those who have 
no lands of their own and who are prepared to indent good quality of rice to 
Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The answer is obvious ; because 
we do not want to flood the markets of Bengal with purchasers from Calcutta. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Does the Hon’ble Minister think that the 
amount of purchase by individuals or families will be such that it will lead 
to over-flooding of the markets of Bengal by purchasers from Calcutta? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. H. & 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, I hold that view most 
definitely. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
supply of bad rice or paddy brings into existence black markets? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I suppose it might, but it ;« 
rather a theoretical question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You are asking for an expression of opinion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
state if the persons who have already brought rice from their lands in the 
mofussil and which has been confiscated, that quantity will be released if 
they surrender their ration cards to the extent of the rice so bought? 

The Hoo’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, it could be done up to the 
limit of 30 seers per head. 

Sir, there are two other questions asked by Mr. Humayun Kabir to which 
I would like to give an answer if you allow. 

The following is the question by Mr. Humayun Kabir: — 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department 
aware that the absence of any gradation is causing serious distress and disease 
to all classes of people? 

(b) Does he propose to classify all Punjab atap rice, known as Dehra 
Dun Banasmati, as first quality rice, average Bengal rice of .the type of 
hanktuldj dadkhani, etc., as second quality rice and the rest as inferior rice? 
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(c) If 80 , does he propose to fix the price per md. of inferior rice at 
Rs. 10, of second quality at Rs. 12 and the firsj quality at the present rate 
■or at any other rate he may consider suitable ? 

Answer, — The matter is uifder consideration. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that such a 
system of gradation has actually been introduced in Bombay and is working 
there satisfactorily? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A system of gradation has been 
introduced there and we are considering whether we shall not also introduce 
that system here ; but I may tell the honourable member for his information 
that if he wants to have first quality rice of Bombay, he will have to pay 
Rs. 40 per md. and not Rs. lG-4 per md. 

The next question of Mr. Kabir is as follows : — 

Mr, Hvimyim Kabir. — Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil 
i>upplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) Whether any special provision has been made for the supply of better 

quality rice to Firpo’s, Great Eastern Hotel, Grand Hotel and 
similar other hotels ; and 

(b) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, if the Government 

propose to make similar provision for the supply of better quality 
of rice to such householders as desire it? 

Answer , — 

(a) No; 

(b) does not arise, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the quality 
of rice supplied to these hotels is of the finest ? 

The HCMi’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. I have not taken rice 
at any of these hotels. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Does not the Hon’ble Minister wish to take 
some rice at any one of these hotels ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARUY: I have given up taking rice 
ever since the rice shortage, Sir. 

issue of Ration Cards for “bhog” and other roligioiis oeremonies of Hmdias* 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yesterday I mentioned about ration cards 
for bhog and for sradh and other ceremonies of the Hindus and the Hon’ble 
Minister was pleased to state that he would do something very soon. But 
^p till now the promise has not been implemented by any issue of press-note. 
^ would request the Hon’ble Minister to let this House know when he is 
going to issue a press note inviting the sehaits and trustees to apply for 
ration cards, in order to arrange bhog and for sraJh and other religious 

ceremonies. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have been trying to gather 
opinion from official as well non-official Hindus on this question and I must 
say that their advice as to what the Government should do in this behalf 
differs widely. For this purpose, I am going to appoint a committee of 
representative. Hindus with whom I propose to discuss the question of 
6Ao^-ration and then come to some sort of understanding with them regard- 
ing the issue of ration cards for hhog. I similarly propose to appoint a com- 
mittee of the representatives of any other community if they come forward 
for the purpose of asking special privileges for their religious ceremonies. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; When is it likely that this discussion and 
consultation will come to an end and ration cards will be issued for hhog? 

The Hofl’hle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is very difficult to say that. 
It depends so much on the reasonableness that may be shown by the parties 
concerned. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you please realise the urgencj" of 
issuing ration cards to the sehaits for hhog? It is a very urgent matter. 

The HOfl’Wo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No case has yet been brought 
to my notice to* show that hhogs have been suspended owing to the non-issue 
of ration cards. I do not know where the supplies come from. But they 
seem to come from some sources for the performance of obligatory religious 
ceremonies. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is theHon’ble Minister hinting that black- 
marketing is in operation in Calcutta ? 

The HOfl’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am suggesting that there is 
plenty of stocks. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that it is 
obligatory for the Hindus to offer hhog to their deities and jf no ration card 
is issued the Hon^ble Minister presumes that supplies are made available 
through black market. Thus, he is encouraging black-marketing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have just told you that there 
are large stocks with the persons concerned and they get their supplies from 
that for hhog. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA .DA8: Sir, the Hon^ble Minister is building his 
answers on stocks and therefore may I ask him again if his reseaich in this 
subject is at an end? 

The Hon ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I have already answered that 
question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the difficulty is that the Hon’ble 
Minister wants to have some concrete example of non-availability of ration 
for hhog. However, I am prepared to read a letter to show that. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Give it to me in my chamber. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you can hand over that slip to the 
Hon’ble Minister in his Chamber. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. I was going to read the 
slip because .the Hon’ble Minister was saying that he was prepared to receive 
any notice or letter regarding the difficulties experienced by a shehait in 
respect of hhog. 

The HonWe Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, nothing has been 
received by me yet. Nobody has brought it to my notice that the shehaits 
were experiencing difficulties in regard to hhog. However, if the honourable- 
member wishes to bring anything to my notice, he is at liberty to do so. But 
I submit, Sir, that this handling over of letter does not arise here at alL 
Because this is not the forum to bring in a matter like that. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of the urgency of the matter, 
— and there are no two opinions about its urgency, — we demand that a time- 
limit be given within which it will be possible for the Hon’ble Minister to 
bring about a solution of this problem (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das : But why 
you are telling him that?), I have to — - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mazumdar, you cannot go on 
talking to your neighbours in that way. If you have got to say anything,, 
please address the Chair. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 want an assurance that within a 
reasonable time the Hon’ble Minister will arrange the matter to the satisfac- 
tion of the Hindu population of Bengal, particularly of Calcutta. The pro- 
posal made by him amounts virtually to shelving the matter. He wants to 
appoint a committee. He knows perfectly well that the shehaits are experi- 
encing much difficulty and their stocks, if they have or had any, as has been 
spoken of by the Hon’ble Minister, are well-nigh exhausted. This matter 
does not brook any further delay. I request the Hon’ble Minister to issue 
a press-note at once asking for applications from the shehaits to come forward 
with statements of their requirements. 

The Hon’We Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I could not exactly follow what 
the honourable meml>er is wanting, I am going to appoint a committee 
which, I hope, will come to a conclusion soon but how long it will take is 
more than I can say just now,. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, last time the Hon’ble Minister pro- 
mised to solve this question of hhog. Now he comes with the promise of 
appointing a committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You cannot say that now. He has given a definite 
promise that he hopes to solve this problem soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But he gave a definite promise before- 
t^his. go, when will this long-drawn up affair come to an end ? 
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The Hoit’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I propose to appoint this 
committee in the course of today or tomorrow* 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, may I request theHon ble 
Jtfinister to pass orders to the shebaits so that they may get their bhog- 
xations pending the decision of the committee. Because, I have received 
-definite information from the shebaits of .the Kalighat temple that they have 
been experiencing considerable difiiculties as regards the bJwg every day. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the honourable member is 
Teferring to the applications from the shebaits of public temples, I think that 
could be done; because I do feel that they have a case. I hope the committee 
■will consider this question of how much rice should be allotted to a temple 
specially in view of the fact that the bhog to the deities is sold to the public. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It may l>e known to all 
honourable members here that many people come to the Kalighat temple fi'om 
distant places and it is, therefore, essential that they should be fed by the 
shebaits of the temple. It is their custom. So, I would request the Hon’ble 
Minister to come to a decision immediately. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That disposes of all the questions. 

JAmancImnt to rule 9 of the Ben^l Li^isiative Gounoif Prooeiltire Rules. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Notice of a motion for leave to amend rule 9 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules, has been received from 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

As required under sub-rule (.^) of rule 110 of the said Rules, I now read 
the draft amendment proposed by the member, namely: — 

“9. If any member is unacquainted or not sufiiciently acquainted with 
the English language he may speak in any other language.’’ 

Those members who are in favour of leave to move the motion being 
^granted will please rise in their places. 

As more than 13 members have risen, leave has been granted. 

Mr. PREBIDENTs Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, should 1 not move this today? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, not today. A date has to be fixed by Govern- 
ment. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, first it should be 
allowed to be referred to a committee, 

Wf. PRESIDENT: A date will have to be fixed for referenc^o of this 
matter to a c>ommittee and that will be done on a non-official day* Nothing 
is to be done today. 
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The Bengal Publio Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1B4B. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now I will take up iinoffiotal Bills. Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengei,! Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, as reported by the Select Committe, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, this Bill was not considered, clause by clause, as Mr. Humayun 
Kabir wanted to put in some amendments. So time was taken. 

The Hon’b4e Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there are some consequen- 
tial amendments that have to be moved. Will you kindly accept a short- 
notice amendment? In accordance with your ruling, I ordered for 60 copies 
of amendments but they have not yet been received. But anyhow this is a 
consequential amendment which is sought to be moved. I am reading out 
the amendment, which runs as follows: “In clause 1, for figure 48, the 
figure 44 be substituted”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think there ran be any objection to your 
moving that. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I believe the Secretary has the power to 
make corrections of this type. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, they are not corrections of a clerical nature. 
They are more than that. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The B^ngial PMblio Gambling (AnwiKimeiit) Bill, 1940. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The Hon’Me Khwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I l^g to move that in clause I, 
in place of the figures “1943”, the figures “1944’ l>e substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

The question that clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill was then 
agreed to. 


Clause J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 stand 
part of the Bill 

I take it that the. mover of the Bill has no further information to supply 
fo the House. 


(The motion was agneed to.) 



198 


NON-OPFICIAL BILLS. 


[ISth Fbb.> 


Clause 5. 

MTi presidents The question before the House is that clause 5 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYI/N KABIRs May I enquire what has happened to clause 4? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That clause has been deleted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Then the clauses should perhaps be 
re-numbered ! 

Mr. PRESIDENT S Yes. I believe there are no speakers on clause 6. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 6 stand 
part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 beg to move that in clause 6 , 
the figure 3 be omitted. 

Mr. LALIT DHANDRA DAS: Sir, will the Hon’ble Minister please ex- 
plain what is the implication of this omission ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 hope the Hon^ble Minister will please explain the 
purpose of his amendment; otherwise it becomes difficult for honourable 
members to follow the matter at times. 

The question before the House is that in clause G the figure 3 be omitted. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

The question that clause 6, as amended, stand part of the Bill w'as then 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 7 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Clause 10, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 10 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Clause 11. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question l>efore the House is that clause 11 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think there should be an amendment to the Titlo 
to be consistent; because the figures “1943’' should be “1944”. 
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Mr* NUR AHMED: May I move a short-notice amendment that in the 
Preamble and Long Title of the Bill in place of “194S”, the figures “1944’' 
be substituted. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in place of 
“1943”, the figures “1944” be substituted. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PREEIDENT: The question l)efore the House is that the Preamble 
and the Long Title of the Bill, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Public Oambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Sir, in moving this motion I accord my hearty thanks to the honourable 
members of the House and also to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department. I am grateful to them for according their whole-hearted sup- 
port to this important piece of legislation. I first introduced the Bill in 193T 
and as my first term of membership expired, it was again brought in in 
1940. It was circulated several times for eliciting public opinion and a 
large volume of opinions was received in support of the clauses of the Bill. 
In this Bill very important changes are going to be made. There is one 
sort of gambling which is practiced in carnivals known as skill of the hand. 
This gambling has been made punishable under this Bill. Gambling has 
increased to a great extent and it is now found in every town in Bengal and 
also in tlie remote villages (pausing great suffering to the poor people. The 
definition has been thoroughly recast in the light of the present condition 
and has been made up-to-date. Now, according to the Bill, the instruments 
of gaming include any article used as a subject, means or appurtenance of 
or fol- the purpose of carrying on or facilitating or in connection with gaming 
and any books, lists, tickets, form or other document or documents intended 
to be used as a register or record or evidence of gaming. In the old Act 
the words used were “any article for gaming”. I have added all these 
words in order to make the Bill comprehensive and wide enough. Also 
a definition of the term “common gaming’* has been given. By all these 
changes many forms ot gambling which used to go unpunished have been 
made punhshable. Sir, gambling in a vessel has also been included. 
These are the most important changes and there is another change 
regarding punishment. There wms only one sort of punishment in the old 
Act. Now, by this amendment, punishment for the first, second, third 
and subsequent offences has been provided. Another new thing has been 
iidded to the Bill and by that the scope of the Bill has been widened, 
lormerly, sections 7 and II were applied only to the city of Calcutta and 
section 13 was applied to the whole of Bengal. The other sections of the 
Act would have to be extended by notification to be published by the 
^^ovincial Government. Gambling increased in many district as a result 

these sections not being applied to the districts. Now, by this amend- 
ment all the provisions of the Gambling Act ot 1867 have been extended 
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to the whole of Bengal except Calcutta, because in Calcutta the Police 
Act contains a similar provision. 

Sir, I again thank the honourable members and the Hon'ble Minister for 
supporting this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1040, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941, n.s reported by the Select Committee, 
be taken into consideration. 

Sir, on the consideration motion T do not wish to make a long speech, 
because I have said what I had to say. It is practically a one-clause Bill 
and its purpose has been fully explained to the honourable members in my 
previous speeches. It has now passed through the Select Committee and 
emerged with slight alteration by way of fixing the time for making the 
provisions compulsory. This wais rendered necessary by the exigencies of 
the war which have made a new’ costume rather costly and it was therefore 
thought expedient to keep the new’ robe optional during the pendency of 
the war which might not terminate within six months. The Select Com- 
mittee has therefore sugge.sted in cluase 3 that the robe will be compulsory 
after six months of the cessation of the w’ar or after six months of the 
publication of the Act whichever is later. The only other amendment 
made by the Committee is to provide an exception to the general rule in 
favour of the Advocates-Geiieral who wear a special robe by custom. Sir, 

I commend the Bill as modified by the Select Committee for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Moti on moved: that the Advocates’ Robes Bill, 
1941, as reported by the Select Committee, he token into consideration. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, I want to speak on this 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may speak. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, 1 am sorry T could not be 
present at the meetings of the Select Committee — owing to my absence from 
town for over 2 months for reasons over which I had no control. I signed 
the Report subject to my note of dissent where I have given expression 
to my views. I hope the honourable members have gone through it. Sir, 
this House as the House of Elders has earned the reputation of being a 
body which can dispassionately discuss and understand each other’s views 
sympathetically and then come to a decision. They are the custodians of 
fair-play, equity and good conscience, and as such they will approach this 
particular Bill, weigh it.s usefulness, assess its equity and then decide the 
issue with a clean conscience. Sir, this is a Bill which wants to take away 
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the very ancient privileges of a particular section of lawyers, I mean, the 
Barristers, in the matter of their robes which have been given io them by 
the Inns of Court in London, and which they have been w^earing, I think, 
for over five or six centuries’, or even more. I think it dates from the 13th 
century. Sir, what is the gnl?vance of my friend who wants to take away 
this robe from the Barristers? I am sure he will not contend that this robe 
by itself confers any preference in practice on the wearer or clothe the- 
wearer with any additional merit. I had talk with distinguished members 
of the Vakil Bar, and they are quite unconcerned about the particular dress^ 
they wear when 'appearing before their Lordships in the High Court. They 
know that they can stand on their own merits and they value and honour 
the particular dress or costume they wear. Sir, in this connection may 
I have your leave to read out the discussions from the proceedings of the- 
Central Legislature at the time when the Indian Bar C'ouncil Act was 
introduced there? Sir, Mr. Neogy, who was then the accredited representa- 
tive of the Vakils’ Association, said that “the Vakils of Calcutta are not 
ashamed of being called Vakils.” Sir, I am quoting from his speech. 
referred to such distinguished names as Sir Dwarkanath Mitter, Sir Ramesh 
Mitter, Sir Chandra Madhab Chose, Sir Rash Behary Chose and the last, 
though not the least, Sir Ashutosh Mookerji — names of which any legal 
institution of the world would be proud. In the same strain, Mr. Ranga- 
chariar from Madras also addressed the Assembly and said, “I do not 
wear a barrister’s robe at all. I have got my own robe which I wear with 
dignity, honour and prestige”. That was the feeling of such eminent 
popular representatives as Mr. Neogy and Mr. Rangachariar when they 
addressed the Assembly at the time when the Indian Bar Councils Act was 
introduced in that Legislature. I do not know, Sir, what has since happened 
to justify this agitation against this robe over here. The only reason which 
has been given in the Statement of Objects and Reasons is that the object 
is to create a self-contained Indian Bar. Sir, I think, the sponsor of the 
Bill meant an autonomous Indian Bar which was recommended by the 
Indian Bar Committee. If that really is his intention, then the only way 
to achieve that object is to introduce a comprehensive Bill in the Central 
Legislature and not here. The Indian Bar Councils Act has .set at re.st all 
differences in the status of gentlemen practising in the High Court, I mean 
between Advocates and Barristers. This question of robes should have been 
left t(» the Bar (h)uncil who could advise the learned Judges of the High 
Court in the matter or take such step as they might think fit. Sir, I started 
Kv appealing to the good sense of honourable members here to consider the 
matter dispassionately. It is (‘ertainly not a party question. It is a que.stion 
''hich affect.s vitally a particular section of lawyers, and it is a disabling 
^bll so far as the Barristers are concerned. x\t the same time, it does not 
Imnefit the public in any way. Sir, as I have stated in my note of dissent, 
that if the object of the Bill was really to create a self-contained Bar, my 
tl'iend ought to have taken the trouble of drafting the Bill in such a way 
to leave no room for any distinction of robes whatsoever between the 
'^noiis classes of lawyers practising in Bengal. But he defeats his own 
object by creating a distinction betw’een lawyers practising in the High 
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Court and those practising in other courts. It is well known that besides 
the Vakils and Advocates, there are the District Court pleaders, Small 
Cause Court pleaders, the Police Court pleaders, Revenue agents and 
Mukhtears who practise in the different courts of Bengal. Our friend 
Mr. Moitra is not anxious for one uniform robe for all these classes of 
lawyers. He leaves the other unfortunate classes of lawyers severely alone 
and would not allow them to wear the same gown to be prescribed for the 
High Court lawyers. This is his plan for a self-contained Indian Bar! I 
leave if to honourable members to draw their own conclusion. Is it founded 
on good conscience Then, Sir, the Barristers from time immemorial have 
a distinct robe worn by them all over the world, and no reasons have been 
given in this Bill as to why this robe should be taken away from them. 
Why should they be deprived of it or why others should not be allowed to 
copy it? Apart from this, the matter of robes is, if I may submit respect- 
fully, a domestic affair for the learned Chief Justice and the Judges of the 
Hon’ble High Court. The matter of robes did actually come before the 
learned Judges and after hearing all concerned they have directed that 
particular robes should be worn by a particular set of lawyers. By trying 
to legislate in this matter, are we not encroaching on the jurisdiction of the 
High Court in a way? After all, it is the discretion of the High Court. 
In this connection, I may also refer to section 9 of the Letters Patent, which 
gives power to the High Court to approve, admit and enrol such and so 
many Advocates, Vakils and Attorneys as to the said High Court shall 
aeem meet. They also give power to the High Court to regulate such rules 
as it may think fit regarding the manner in which such Advocates, Vakils 
and Attorneys shall appear and plead. Now, Sir, if this Bill is passed, it 
would certainly interfere, if not take away the powers which have been 
conferred ;on Judges of the High Court by section 9 of the Letters Patent. 
Would it be fair-play to enact such a Statute? I would submit that this 
Bill is unique of its kind. It takes away the time-honoured privileges of 
Barristers and creates a disability. On the other hand, it does good to 
nobody and its own clause betrays want of uniformity; it has not yet been 
introduced in any of the other Provincial Legislatures. Lastly, Sir, a Bill 
which has not for its object the benefit of the general public should not be 
encouraged or passed by this House. Sir, in this connection, I would only 
refer you to the reply which was given by the Bar Council in England to a 
letter which was written by a junior member of the Calcutta Bar. I am 
giving the language of the letter: ‘^The wearing of this costume (the 
Barristers’ robe) is equivalent to the costume of the member of the English 
Bar. The Council are of opinion that a person should not be permitted to 
wear this costume unless he is a member of the Bar”. Finally, I would 
submit that a legislation of this kind should not be placed on the Statute 
Book as it would interfere with the discretion of the learned Judges of the 
High Court and to that extent would be ultra vires the Statute. I would 
once again appeal to my honourable friend, the mover of the Bill, not to 
press this Bill but to leave it to the Bar Council to devise ways and means 
to achieve the object of the Bill, namely, the creation of an autonomous 
Indian Bar as recommended by the Indian Bar Committee. 
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TIM Hon'bto Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
may I submit that this Bill caunot be introdubed without the previous sanc- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Ferhap^ my predecessor iu office thouglit that no 
sanction was necessary. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: But, 
Sir, if that ruling was wrong, can it not be righted now.^ Suppose your 
predecessor was wrong then, can it not be righted by his successor? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; On a point of order, Sir. Is it open to the 
Hon’ble Minister to question the ruling of the President? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I was just going to impress that fact on the Nawab 
Sahib. 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
I find that a Bill which empowers any authority to impose by reference to 
any professional qualification, any disability, restriction or condition in 
regard to the practising of any profession, shall not be introduced or moved 
without the previous sanction of the Governor in his discretion. Section 
81. and section 119 of the Government of India Act, 1935, clearly lay down 
that. Therefore, this disability is there. Suppose we pass the Bill and 
then the High Court does not accept the Bill, what will be the position? It 
did not receive the sanction of the Governor which sanctjion was necessary 
for introduction in the House. The matter whether the sanction should 
be obtained is to be decided by the President, as the late President, his 
predecessor in office, had made a mistake 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would request you not to refer to 
the late President's mistake. When a ruling is definitely given by the 
President, you have got to accept it and cannot question it. If you have 
got any case, please argue on its <nerit, and do not lay stress on the 
President’s mistake. 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
I understand that the President’s rulings, howwer wrong they may be, will 
have to be accepted, and I bow dowm to them ; but I want to explain to the 
House the implications of them and the difficulty that has arisen now. 
Suppose, a Bill passed by this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would cut short your argument, 
and make the position clear. The position is this : that under section 119 
of the Government of India Act, if any Bill or any amendment imposes 
any disability on the members of any profession, then the matter has to be 
referred to the Governor for his previous sanction. Now, as regards 
fhe Governor’s previous sanction, he is the ultimate authority which should 
flecide whether previous sanction is required or not. My predecessor in 
office was of opinion that it did not impose any disability on the members 
of any profession, and as such the matter was not referred to the Governor. 
24 
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But if Government now raise the question and insist that the matter should 
be referred to the Governor, I have got to refer the matter to the Governor 
under the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Eules, 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What is your ruling, 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not giving my opinion at the present moment. 
As it is, I hold the same opinion as my predecessor. If, however, the 
Hon’ble Minister insists that the matter should be referred to the Governor, 
in that case, we have got to stop here and refer the matter to the Governor, 
who is the ultimate authority for deciding whether previous sanction is 
necessary or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you proceed further, may I point 
out that so far as the present case is concerned, we quite understand that 
the imposition of any disability on any person in the discharge of any 
profession should be considered by the Governor; but whether this Bill 
actually imposes any disability or not has to be considered by the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly, but if it is insisted on by Government 
that the matter should be referred to the Governor, I have got to place the 
matter for the Governor’s consideration, he being the ultimate authority 
for decision. Now, I would like to know from the Hon’ble Minister w^hether 
be insists on the matter being referred to the Governor or not. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

,, have expressed my desire. for it, and I cannot withdraw it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have to make it clear, Nawab Sahih, whether 
you want me to refer the matter to the Governor or not. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 1 

do want that the matter should be referred to the Governor. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, the matter should stand over till the 
next non -official Bill day. In the meantime, the matier should he referred 
to the Governor for his decision. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, I may be permitted to recall very brief!}’ the history of the Bill 
specially in view of the fact that an erstwhile very staunch supporter of the 
Bill, namely, my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain, has seen it fit to table an amendment that the Bill should be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slst August, 
1944. I would like tc remind my friend that this Bill which was introduced 
originally in 1937 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8ai]ted MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, may I say a word in this connection, as the hononrahle member has 
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referred to my motion? I find that my amendment of which I have given 
notice is out of order and I may not move it at all, because after a Bill has 
come out of the Select Committee it is definitely laid down that such a 
motion is out of order. 

o 

Mfi PRESIDENTS I believe this Bill was not referred to any Select 
Committee; it is a new Bill. The old Bill which lapsed during the re-election 
of the mover was referred to a Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I believe the Bill is being re-introdueed as the original Bill was alread> 
referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My honoiirahle fnend is iu a sense right, 
because this Bill is actually the result of the deliberations of a Select 
Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But in matters like this you cannot go by “in a 
sense”; you must be guided by things a.s they are. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I may say that it is only in a sense a new 
Bill, for the original Bill was introduced as early as 1937. It was circulated 
three or four times and after that some time in 1942 it was referred to a 
select committee and the select committee had taken the Bill into considera- 
tion and my honourable friend was perhaps also a member of that committee. 
(The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamxi'odin Hosain : No.)Tery well, 
but representatives of my friend’s party were members of the select com- 
mittee; and after the report of the select committee had been presented, 
when it was going to be taken up for consideration by the House, my friend 
expressed approbation if not of each iiem of the Bill, at any rate, of the 
general principles of the Bill. In fact, I would like to point out to him 
that the main function of the Bill is the abolition of nomination. I take 
it that so far as the House is concerned, in the course of the last 7 years 
almost every member of this House has come to realise that nomination is 
an unmitigated evil. Many members of Government have publicly and 
also in private gidmitted that nominations are an unmitigated evil. Not 
only that. Sir. On the last occasion fhat I had an opportunity of speaking 
on this Bill, I referred to the opinions of District Officers and Divisional 
Commissioners. Official opinion is today almost unanimous that nomina- 
tions have outlived their purpose and that they are not only unnecessary 
but a positive source of harm and a hindrance to the proper functioning 
of local self-government. It was in the light of these considerations that 
when it had been re-introduced, I thought that the Bill would be accepted 
by all sections of the House. My honourable friend would perhaps also 
remember that when I half laughingly taunted him with a possibility of 
changing his opinion with a change in his seat, he vehemently protested 
fhat whether he was on this side of the House or that, he would always 
stand for the abolition of nomination. I do not, therefore, understand 
at this late stage it is necessary for Government to re-circulate a Bill 
which has already been circulated many times and which has been before 
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the public of Bengal for almost six or seven years and on which official 
opinion has been given not once or twice but on many occasions. More- 
over, it is a Bill to the drafting of which the Legislative Department has 
given not a little time. I may tell the House, Sir, that the Bill as it stands 
today is not my drafting. It was actually drafted by the Legislative 
Department of the Government of Bengal and therefore I do not under- 
stand why Government should at this stage now suddenly awake to the 
fact that they want to circulate it and, worse still, try to kill the Bill 
by opposing it. I leave it to the , consideration of the members of this 
honourable House. If my friends opposite do not consider that nomina- 
tions have outlived their purpose, that nominations have proved more a 
hindrance than a help, then they are certainly welcome to oppose and 
throw out my Bill. But if they consider — and I have already said that 
even some officers of Government have admitted in public and also in 
private — that the time has come when an experiment on these lines should 
be made and the public should be given an opportunity of deciding local 
issues in their own interests, then I leave my honourable friends opposite 
to decide if they can vote against a Bill of this type. I challenge them 
that if they vote against this Bill, they would be voting against their 
own conscience. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment (An^endment) Bill, 1943, be taken into consideration. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I beg to move that the Bengal Local Self-Government Bill, 1943, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st August, 
1944. 

Sir, in moving my amendment, I assert that I am still of opinion that 
nomination should not exist. But the question as to how the Bill should 
be drafted for removing the provision of nomination has to be very care- 
fully examined. So it is neecssary to send it for circulation. The 
honourable members opposite want the Bill to be taken into consideration 
by the House at once without even being sent to the Select Committee. 
It is a very important matter which the Bill seeks to deal with and there 
has been sharp difference of opinion. Although I am always of the opinion 
that nomination should not exist, I think it requires very careful considera- 
tion as to how the interest of minorities should be safeguarded. If the 
honourable members had asked for a Select Committee, that would have 
beem considered. As the Bill now stands, we cannot accept it. I think 
that public opinion should CFystallise, before final action is takqn; that is 
why I have moved my amendment. With these words, I move the amend- 
ment. I hope the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Department will be 
able to throw more light on the subject. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Amendment moved: that the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slat August, 1944, 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, it may be surpris- 
ing to my friends opposite that I rise to support this motion. As one wbo 
is intimately 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr.'^Mukeijea, are you speaking as a member of 
the Government or in your individual capacity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am speaking in 
support of the amendment of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, then go on. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it permissible for him to speak 
again ?^ The Leader of the House has spoken on behalf of Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not? Tf more than one member want to 
speak from the 'Government benches in support of a particular matter, they 
are perfectly entitled to do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you kindly consider that the 
Leader of the House has already spoken? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have considered that point. You are one of the 
Oppoi^ition leaders; not only you liave spoken hut half a dozen members 
from your side have .spoken. Then why should not members from the 
Government side speak? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point is: we on this side liave spoken 
as memhers of the House, But in his case he is encroaching upon the 
right of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: More than one member can speak on a particular 
motion on behalf of Government. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOM IN: 1 submit, Sir, there is one point. I 
quite agree that as a member of the Cabinet Mr. Mukerjea can speak in 
support of the statement of his colleagues. But if he is speaking only as 
a member of this House, may I draw your attention that he is not a 
member of the House, and therefore the question arises whether he is 
entitled to do so? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact, that is w'hy at the outset 1 a.sked whether 
Mr. Mukerjea was speaking in his individual capacity and he made it 
perfectly clear that he was speaking on behalf of Government and in 
support of his colleague’s motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, L feel and 
sincerely feel that I. shall be failing in my duty if 1 do not place before 
the House my humble experience which I have gathered in the course of 
the last 22 years during which I have been closely associated with the 
workings of the union boards, local boards, district boards and munici- 
palities. I respectfully remind the House and the honourable members 
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that great hardships have been caused to the suppressed minority com- 
munities inasmuch as there are no proper and adequate reserved seats 
for them on those boards. Abolition of nominations is certainly our ideal 
but before we attain that ideal we shall have to be prepared for the ideal. 
We should be fit and well-qualified for attaining that ideal. It will be a 
mistake to abolish nominations thereby leaving the minorities to their 
fate. There being no provision for reservation of seats for representatives 
of the minorities, what will be the position of the minorities in West Bengal 
as well as in East Bengal? I do claim that excepting in my own district, 
Hooghly, where we have adequate seats for the minorities, there is no other 
district where the minorities are properly and adequately represented. 
There are many instances where we had received complaints regarding 
inadequate representation of the minorities in those Boards. There is no 
reservation under the Village Self-Government Act. There are nominations 
also in municipalities. So the minorities will immensely suffer. I do not 
know what harm will be done if we wiiit for another 4 or 5 mouths. I 
appeal to the, member in charge of this Bill io take up the matter for 
providing reserved seats for minorities simultaneously, if not earlier. 

With these words, I support my honourable friend’s proposal for 
circulating the Bill for eliciting opinion. 

Khan Bahadur Mi Ai MOMINS Sir, it is with a good deal of regret 
that I have to oppose the motion for circulation. I refrain at this stage 
from making any observation on the merits of the Bill aliogether; but 
the question of circulation can only be supported if it is really to know 
what the people and the public have got to say in the matter or that we 
may get any new light on the subject. As a matter of fact, this question is 
a very old one, and people have discussed this matter in the Council as well 
as outside and have clamoured for the abolition of nomination. Of course, 
I know that there are certain sections, — some Muslims and also' some 
Scheduled Castes — who prefer that nomination should continue. On the 
other hand, the majority advanced opinion is for the abolition of nomination 
on grounds which have been set forth by the mover of the Bill, but that is 
a different matter. Unless there are some really very good grounds on wliich 
the Bill can be postponed or delayed, I do not think that this motion for 
circulation is justified, because we have had all the opinion that it was 
possible to have on the Bill. But there is one point which has been raised 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Mukerjea, namely, that there are many things which 
have to be considered, for instance, reservation, the rights of every com- 
munity, abolition of the local boards and so forth and these may need also 
many corollary and other corrections and amendments in this Bill. So, in 
that case, if Government would agree to bring in a more comprehensive Bill 
including these questions about nomination and put in the Bill various 
safeguards which have been suggested by Mr. Mukherjea, I think that it 
would be a good case for not considering the Bill at the present moment, 
because piecemeal legislation is never desirable. Therefore, if the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government would assure the House 
that such a Bill is contemplated or he assures the House that he is really 
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going to bring a Bill in the near future, then it would be desirable to 
postpone consideration at this stage. But I must say that I persDnally, 
without reference to the Party or anybody, feel very strongly, in the same 
way as my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 
that nomination should go.* 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to oppose the 
amendment that has been moved by the Hon’ble Minister, I would like to 
say a few words. The amendment is that the Bill should be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion. I do not understand why this motion has been 
moved by the Government knowing fully well that since 1937, as the mover 
of the Bill clearly stated, the Bill has been circulated on several occasions 
for eliciting public opinion and for eliciting the opinion of the authorities 
concerned. Now, I think public opinions were received, and after the Bill 
was introduced in th? previous Council, it was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. The Bill was considered by the members of the Select Committee 
and the Legislative Department and the ' Government took their time and 
the Bill was drafted by the Legislative Department and the Select Com- 
mittee members considered the various provisions of the Bill. Thus the 
Bill as it now stands, is the outcome of the labours of the Select Committee 
after considering the public opinion which was elicited after the Bill was 
circulated for a long time. I do not understand why the Hon^ble Minister, 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, is supporting the motion for circulation. In 
supporting the amendment he has made certain observations which show 
that he was 410 ! supporting the amendment for circulation but he was really 
asking that the provisions of the Bill itself as it now stands should be 
considered by another Select Committee. I think Government should have 
come straightway in that case with a motion for referring the Bill to a 
Select Committee so that the provisions of this Bill might be considered 
again by a Select Committee. Such a motion could be understood but the 
motion for circulation means only that the time of the public would be 
wasted, the time of the House would be wasted and the consideration of the 
Bill would be shelved for a long time. It really means that the present 
Government want that the power of nomination which it holds should 
continue for a little time more in order that it might consolidate its position. 
If that is the view, I can understand a motion for circulation; but the 
Hon’ble Minister in moving his motion clearly indicated that his personal 
opinion was against nomination. If that is so, then I do not understand 
why he has again raised the question of sending the Bill for circulation. 
He should have only asked for a Select Committee so that the provisions of 
the Bill might be considered, reservations might be provided for, if they 
have not already been provided for minority communities. I think that if 
Government comes to the House with such a proposal, then all sections of 
the House may combine and come to a settlement. But so far as the motion 
for circulation is concerned, we as members of the Opposition, will certainly 
strongly oppose it as a measure to shelve this very useful Bill. I, therefore, 
oppose the amendment of the Honourable the Leader of the House. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I rise to oppose the motion for circula- 
tion moved by the Honourable the Leader of the House. It is a motion 
practically for re-circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion. The 
Bill was circulated previously and opinions were gathered as to the desir- 
ability as to whether nomination should stand or go. The House was 
practically unanimous on this point that nomination should go. Now, Sir, 
in inoving this motion, the Hon’ble Minister himself has admitted that 
nomination is a bad thing and he strongly holds the view that it should go. 
If so, then why circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon again? 
I, for one, do not understand the meaning of this unless it be that Govern- 
ment does not like that a Bill sponsored by the Opposition should be passed, 
and that a Bill however good if it comes from an Opposition member should 
be opposed. Otherwise, there is no rhyme or reason as to why this very 
necessary measure, admitted as necessary also by the Government party, 
should not be gone through but a clog must needs be placed in its way 
saying that public opinion must be elicited again. The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak 
Nath Mukerjea said that there were other improvements which should be 
incorporated in the Local Self-Government Act, namely, reservation of seats 
for those for whom seats should be reserved, minority communities, the 
Scheduled Caste people, etc. May 1 ask. Sir, who stood in the way of 
Government making those amendments in the Bill itself? Nobody stood 
in the way, surely! They can do it whenever they want and whenever they 
are pleased to do so. There is already reservation of seats in the district 
boards and municipalities with respect to minority communities. If further 
extension of privileges for the protection of the rights of minority or the 
weaker community including the Scheduled Castes are to be gken, Govern- 
ment can do so at any time by bringing in an amended Bill to the Local 
Self-Government Act and add a clause therein reserving seats for minority 
and Scheduled Castes and others who they think should be represented on 
the local bodies. This Bill deals with the question of the abolition of 
nomination and there is no reason why it should be re-circulated for eliciting 
public opinion. My honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Momin, and the 
Leader of the House, in moving his motion, both admitted that such a Bill 
is necessary, that the thing is bad and that nomination should be abolished. 
Theh why not do it immediately? Why should the Bill again be circulated 
and why should it again go to the Select Committee? When the Bill has 
gone through a Select Committee and when the Select Committee report is 
there, when the Bill is ready for being taken up for consideration, why 
should Government come forward now and say that it should be sent for 
circulation. There is no reason whatsoever behind this motion for circula- 
tion. Sir, I oppose the amendment, 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in opposing the motion for circulation, 
I would like to add a few remarks to what I said at the time when I moved 
my original motion — 

Mr* PRESIDENT, I think the Hon’ble Minister in charge must speak 
first. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JAiXluDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. President, Sir, there has been misconception regarding the amendment 
of my friend, the Hon’ble Khan*Bahadnr Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, for 
circulation of the Bill. There are many honourable members including my 
friend Khan Bahadur Momin who do not like the idea of this motion 
because the motion proposes to send the Bill for eliciting public opinion. 
Now, Sir, this Bill discusses only two points: one is abolition of nomina- 
tion and the other is an attempt at adult franchise, though now it has been 
dropped. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Not now; it was taken out by the Select 
Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

aware of it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: The Hon^ble Minister is not aware that 
it had been taken away. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

aware of it and the honourable member need not be so presumptuous that 
he is the only person who knows everything. 

Mrt NUR AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. Is the honourable 
member entitled to put direct question? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: As I 

was saying, in clause G it is said, “In section 9 of the said Act two- 

thirds of the members of each local board established in a district mentioned 
in the third schedule of this Act, the words ‘elected members of a local 
board^ shall be substituted”; and also clause G(/>) wants the proviso to be 
omitted. Now, this proviso declares the qualification how the members 
would be entitled to vote in the election to district board. Sir, I was 
submitting that there is an indication as to the mind of the author of the 
Bill in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill. He states in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, “The purpose of the Bill is to do away 
with nomination in local bodies and also to extend the franchise to include 
all adult persons within the area under the control of a local body.” Even 
in the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly there are nominations. 
It is. very doubtful whether election in Bengal or in India at the present 
moment on the adult franchise basis will be fruitful, because 60 or 70 per 
<‘ent. of our people are illiterate. I do not know whether they would be 
able .to exercise their votes intelligently or whether the elections will return 
^‘andidates with headless heads or persons with brainy heads. AVe all 
kno^ how a few persons dominate in the villages over tlie whole popula- 
tion.’^ So, it is really doubtful and controversial how far abolition of 
*ioinination or ext 6 n 3 ion of franchise will be useful and there is really 
Wst difference of "opinion as regards its suitability in. our province. I 
26 
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may cite oue example. From the Noakhali district one <3artmtin was elect- 
ed during the Non -Co-operation days. Now, will that be an ideal exercise 
of franchise? (Mr. Lalit Chandra Bas : Why not? What is the harm!) 
(Khan Sahib Fahidud.din Ahmed : Marshal Stalin was a cobbler.) How- 
ever, Sir, we have copied our ideas from England and America and from 
other Western countries without any reference to the present condition in 
our province. For that reason Government Jiave taken up the matter, and 
if adult franchise is suitable it would be introduced. But before that we 
shall have to ask for public opinion with regard to this Bill. So, we cannot 
accept this Bill. We w'ant to bring a comprehensive Bill including aboli- 
tion of the system of nomination. It has been found in the operation of 
delimitation that there are some defects in the working of this Bill. We 
want to remedy them. In view of the above circumstances, I request the 
honourable member to withdraw his motion. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIRs Sir, I find that most of the remarks made 
by the honourable members of the Government benches have been made 
Isimply because they have not read the Bill. I am surprised so far as the 
Hon’ble Mr. Mukerjea is concerned that in spite of the fact — and strangely 
enough — that lie is a Minister of the Province of Bengal and, as he has 
said he has adorned or mis-adorned the chair of a district board for 20 years, 
he is not conversant wdth the provinsions in regard to district boards in 
Bengal today. He has raised a great deal of haloo-baloo and unnecessary 
hurry with regard to the question of the minorities. I am surprised that 
an honourable gentleman w^ho is occupying the position of a Minister of 
this province and, as he has said, he is also the Chairman of a District Board, 
does not know that in every district board in Bengal today there is a provi- 
sion for the representation of minorities through special seats 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: On a point of 
personal explanation, Sir. I am aware that there is a provision for 
representation of minority communities in the district boards and local 
boards. But I said that there is no such provision for representation in 
the municipalities and union boards and that there is room for improvement 
in the Local Self-Government Act. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In that case, Sir, I find that Mr. Mukerjea 
has doubly justified my remarks. This Bill does not deal with such 
provisions. The Cabinet of that time on the suggestion of the Legislative 
Department abolished certain clauses dealing with such questions and these 
clauses were taken away. Since there is no mention whatsoever in thi® 
Bill about uniqn boards, I fail to understand why the Hon^ble Minilter 
wasted the time of this House in attempting to point out the fallacy of the 
Local Self-Government Act which is not^ wdtW the purview of our 
consideration. I think, Sir, that the explanation which the Hpn’ble 
Itmisfer has given further justifies Ely remark that he has hot read the Bill. 
I re^et ateo, Sir, t^t the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Govemibie’at 
haa al^ proceeded beyohd the Stateifient of Objects and BeAlonS, or 
ie yis j|bi even rbkd the clausel of the Bill, ch if h^ has i'bati 1:^ tead 
thein in a inosi perfunctory mariner, ti is true that in thb Stilhhiehi of 
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ObjiBiDts and Reasons there is a sentence that *‘to extend the franchise to 
include all adult persons within the area under the control of a local body”. 
Sir, there were other sentences in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
which have been taken out by the Government. These sentences were to 
the effect that in view of the fact and in spite of my conviction that adult 
franchise should be introduced, the Legislative Department and the Govern- 
meht felt that during war time it would involve too much labour and energy 
on the part of Government Department. The question of franchise should 
for the time being not be raised. Therefore, reluctantly T have omitted 
these clauses from the Bill. In the Bill as it stands, there is no reference 
to the adult franchise. Notwithstanding tliat, the Hon’ble Minister for 
Local Self-Government said that there is no doubt that there is reference 
to the adult franchise in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. Sir, if he 
had proceeded carefully to read the clauses of the Bill, he would have found 
that this argument is equally fallacious as the other arguments that he 
has advanced. Since he has raised the question, I would submit for his 
consideration whether it is not a fact that if we want to introduce adult 
franchise, local bodies are the place where adult franchise can be best 
introduced. If you have extended franchise in the Legislative Assembly 
and the Council, is it not far more necessary and proper that a training in 
self-government should start with small units where a person can interest 
himself in the affairs of local government and thereby acquire experience 
and administrative knowledge and also in this way develop his powers of 
self-government? It was for this reason that I suggested that adult 
franchise should make a beginning in the local self-government area. As 
I have made it clear and 1 suppose the Hon’ble Minister now understands 
that in spite of my intention in the matter and my conviction that adult 
franchise should be there it is not there in the Bill. It was only the 
perusal of the Statement of Objects and Reasons by the Hon’ble Minister 
which led him altogether astray. Therefore, Sir, the two main objections 
which have been raised, namely, that there is no question of protection of 
minorities and that this Bill wants to extend the franchise to cover all 
adults, I find that both of them are completely imaginary. Government 
have not applied their minds to this matter. Therefore, I agree with my 
honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee who said that if the 
Government had applied their minds and had put down any concrete pro- 
posals we could consider them. Sir, a prinia- facie and even a superficial 
analysis of the statements of the Hon’ble Minister made on the floor of th^ 
flousf tod||y shows that Goyemment have not applied their minds to this 
subject. With regard to the question of safeguarding the interests of the 
mi;iorities, very detaUed discussions took place in this connection and it 
was thf opinion of the public bodies to whom that B^ll was originally sent 
for opinion well as the opinion of Government’s oWn officers and adminis- 
trators who had applied their minds to the study of the Bill, that nomination 
as it existed was no protection to minorities save and except in very rare 
cases. In many cases, it was said, nominations only strengthened the party 
^diiittdtt Md lidIBikdtions wfere glr^n-^ihlete ai^e rdcords, lB!r, it L4|isla- 
five Department and in ypn? D^artmefit tPo, written opinions of responsftde 
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administrators and public bodias who have given instances where Govern- 
ment have given nominations only to strengthen their party position- 
nominations are given irrespective of the suitability of the person or personi 
nominated. Therefore, Sir, in this Bill at the suggestion of Governmeni 
an innovation was introduced that Government officers would be associatec 
in the administration of local boards but would be debarred from exercising 
their vote. Actordingly, a new clause was introduced in the Bill with s 
change in nomenclature introducing certain Government officers called 
“advisers’’ in local bodies, as suggested by Government itself. Therefore, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea when he says that different provision* 
of the Bill were not considered, the question of representation of minoritiet 
was not considered or the question of the repercussion of the abolition oi 
nominations or other considerations were not taken into account, he wat 
obviously speaking — ^if I may be excused for using almost a non-parliamentarj 
expression — ^he was obviously speaking in a “Pickwickian” sense, and verj 
often the Hon’ble Minister reminds me of Picwick when I look at him and 
listen to his speeches. It is, therefore, very surprising that a Minister whc 
has not applied his mind or has not taken any trouble to study the Bill, in 
any case for any Hon’ble Member of the Cabinet to simply get up and talk 
on a problem without having read the Bill on the subject, seems very very 
improper — I will not use any stronger language than that. In any case, 
the argument which he has brought in respect of local boards also shows 
that he is living in his imagination; many of his friends think that today 
he is living in his imagination in his politcal life in many respects. One 
does not know what will happen when this imaginary world comes to be 
shattered one day and he will have to^face the realities of public life. 

But when he talks of representation on local boards if* the Bill was 
passed, I cannot help feeling that he had not applied his mind to the Bill. 
Who does not know that local boards have been abolished except in a few 
districts where this abolition has not been given effect to. So that 
in most districts local boards do not exist. A resolution was passed at the 
instance of Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman by which it was sought to fix 
a final date and by that date ail local boards in the province were to cease 
to function in any part of Bengal. If an Honourable Minister of Govern- 
ment is not aware of this fact, it is very regrettable for the province as a 
whole and even more so for the Cabinet, The only reason that I have been 
able to think of for the opposition of my friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain since he has given no argument or reason whatsoever 
—is that he took his defence on a technical point, namely, that it ^as A 
new Bill. A new Bill it is indeed, I do not deny that. But he knows 
better than anybody else that it is a new Bill only technically. Actually 
it is a Bill to which tpe mind of the Council has been applied not once but 
on many occasions — aiW you, Sir, I hope, will give me this credit — I have 
been fairly persistent this and I have not let the House rest and have 
pursued the matter to lile best of my ability. After all'wKen he gets- up 

,Mr« PRESIDENT: ^[Mr. Humayuu Kabir, will -you .finish your . speech 
no(wP 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: No, Sir, I will take a few minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I think you had better stop now. 

Mr. 8R0JENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: ifay I know. Sir, at what stage 
my Bill — the Advocates’ Eobes Bill — stands F 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I made it quite clear that in view of the objection 
taken by the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department, under 
rule 6, sub-clause (^), I have got to refer the matter to the Governor. 
The rule runs as follows: — “If in the opinion of the President any ques- 
tion arises whether a Bill or amendment thereto is or is not a Bill or 
amendment which cannot be introduced or moved save with previous sanc- 
tion, he shall refer the question to the Governor, and the decision of the 
authority — (namely the Governor) — which would have the power to grant 
the previous sanction, if it were necessary, shall be final.” So the matter 
has to be referred to the Governor as the question has been raised by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Judicial Department and we shall have to 
await the Governor’s decision. So nothing can be done before the next 
non-official day. 

Mr. BANKiM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Under rule 6(J), we find 
that — 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I know sub-rule (^5); but what is your point.^ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It is said there notwith- 
standing the fact that the President has made no reference to sub-rule {2) 
if in the opinion of the Governor acting in his discretion he may inti- 

mate to the President the fact” but here in this case the Governor has not 
intimated anything to the President and I think it is not the business of 
the Hon’ble Minister to refer it 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Mukherjee, I think you have not followed what 
I have said. There are three procedures: first, sub-clause (/) where we 
find that a Bill should be referred to the Governor for his previous sanction 
before it ivS placed in the list of business: the second is — under sub-clause, 
(2) if in the opinion of the President any question arises whether a Bill or 
amendment thereto is or is not a Bill or amendment which cannot be 
introduced or moved save with previous sanction, he shall refer the question 
to the Governor, and thirdly, under sub-clause (S) the Governor can take 
action whether the matter is referred to by the President or not. These 
are the three different procedures. Here we find that under sub-rule (2) 
of rule 6 the question has been raised by the Hon’ble Minister today on the 
floor of the House: so the President shall refer the matter to the Governor 
for decision. As regards the question put by Mr. Moitra my reply is — the 
matter has to be referred to the Governor. I have no other alternative and 
we shall have to await His Excellency’s decision. So nothing can be done 
before the next non-official day. 

The House stands adjourned till 1 p*ni. on Monday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Monday, the 21st February, 

1944, 

26 
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[18th Feb., 1944.] 


Membera Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

( 3 ) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(15) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First %B8sion, 1944— No. 10. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 2l8t February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the tenth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section G2 (2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.asad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Census of babies and expectant mothers. 

58. Mr. NUR AHMEDs Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(o) whether any census of babies and expectant mothers has been 
taken in any district of Bengal; 

^h) wliat are the names of such districts; 

(c) whether any such census has been taken in the district of Chitta- 

gong; if not, why not; 

(d) whether the Government propose to take such census in future; 

(e) whether it is a fact that the death-roll among the destitute expectant 

mothers and small children for want of proper milk-supply is 
great; and 

(f) if so, what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal 

to supply free milk to such destitute children? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Not after 1941. 

(d) No. The 1941 Census figures calculated by random survey are recent 
enough to give us reasonably accurate picture regarding babies and children. 
The number of expectant mothers can be calculated from the annual birth 
rate. 

(e) Government have no positive information. It is not unlikely that 
there have been cases of death among destitut-e expectant mothers and small 
children. But it is not possible to say if the deaths were due to want of 
proper supply of milk. 

if) Free milk canteens are being run in many places for distribution of 
milk to destitute children, nursing and expectant mothers, directly by 
27 
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Government and through the Friend’s Ambulance Unit and also by the 
Indian Red Cross Milk Distribution Sub-Committee. Arrangements have 
been made to obtain very large quantities of milk powder and other milk 
products from abroad in view of the shortage of local milk-supplies. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTY: Arising out of (e), will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly let us know whether there have been any deaths of women 
destitutes leaving their babies uncared for in Calcutta and whether Govern- 
ment intend to start orphanages for these destitute children and take over 
the charge of their education and maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is quite possible; 
Government have already taken charge of destitute children’s maintenance 
and education. 

Mr. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Arising out of (/), will the Hon’ble 
Minister let us know whether free milk canteens have been started ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Large number of milk 
canteens have been started not only in Calcutta but all over Bengal. 

Mr. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT; Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
give the names of places where these canteens have been started? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Hundreds of such 
canteens have been started and if the honourable member wants the name of 
any in particular I shall be glad to supply the information. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: How many have been 
started in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot give the exact 
number, probably about 25. 

Mr. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT; What is the amount of tinned milk 
received from overseas and how much have been supplied to the destitutes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: T want notice. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; Was the Hon’ble Minister present in 
Calcutta when infants were dying in Calcutta at the rate of 30 a day? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That question does not arise. 

Minimum price of Jute. 

58. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state if the Governm* -it are aware that — 

(?) the Indian Jute Mills Association of Bengal have been receiving 
orders for hessian to the tune of crores of yards from the United 
States of America; and 
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{ii) the prices fixed by the Indian Jute Mills Association compare very 
unfavourably with the price of hessian at which the Association 
usually secures orders? 

(6) If so, what steps, if any, do the Government propose to take to fix 
a reasonable minimum price di jute for the year 1944? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a) (^) The 

Government are aware that in March and June, 1943, the Indian Jute Mills 
Association received large orders for hessians from the United States of 
America. 

{ii) The prices fixed by the U. S. Government for the June order were in 
accordance with the U.S. Government ceiling prices which were lower than 
the prices of hessian then prevailing in the Calcutta market 

{})) The steps taken by the Government to fix minimum prices for jute 
for the season 1944-45 have now been announced. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Do the Government propose to take steps 
to fix the maximum price of hessian? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN. Sir, it is expected that 
maximum price of hessian would also be fixed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I shall ask your permission to say that 
this budget cannot be presented unless it is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me first ask the Hon’ble Minister to present 
the budget, and then you rise on your point of order. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my point is this 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot rise on a point of order. There must 
he some item before the House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 have got the agenda, and ii is in con- 
nection with this agenda that I want to raise a point of order. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You have got the agenda, but I have not yet called 
ilie Hon’ble Minister to present the Budget. When I call him to present 
the Budget, than you get up. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Presentation of the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I raise the question of the constitu- 
tion of a Public Accounts Committee of the Bengal Legislature. Sir, I 
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purposely use the word '‘Legislature”, because section 169 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, expressly provides as follows 

MTi presidents But what is your point of order? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; 1 am coming to that. Sir. The reports 
of the Auditor-General of India or of the province as the case may be 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. You cannot go on like tliat. Please come 
to the point at once. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My point is that by the presentation of 
this report practically the rules Nos. 108 and 109 of the Council Procedure 
Eules are violated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister is presenting the Budget and 
not a report. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In that case, I shall have to rise on a 
point of order. The presentation of the Budget also comes in this way 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I am afraid, it Li not a point of order. 

Presentation of the Budget Estimates for 1944-45. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I rise to present 
to the Bengal Legislative Council the estimates for the year 1944-45. The 
estimates were presented to the other House on Friday last and in ibe 
statement which I made on that occasion I had reviewed in detail the 
financial results of the working of the current year as well as of the budget 
proposals of the coming year. In accordance with the usual practice copies 
of that statement have since been made available to the honourable members 
of this House for their convenience. With that statement before them 
honourable members will, I feel, desire me to confine my observations in this 
House to the principal features of the estimates. In September last when 
presenting the budget for the current year I anticipated a revenue deficit 
of 7 crores, 36 lakhs. The revised estimates indicate that inspite of an 
improvement of 3 crores in revenue the deficit will be nearly 4 crores 
higher. This is explained by the increase in expenditure to the extent of 
close upon 7 crores. The principal heads which are responsible for this 
growth in revenue are Income-tax — Es. 50 lakhs, Excise — Es. 46 lakhs, 
Stamps — ^Es. 40 lakhs, Forests — ^Es. 25 lakhs., Eegistration — Es. 20 lakhs 
and Other Taxes and duties — ^Es. 20 lakhs. About the improvement under 
Income-tax I need not say much now; I will come to that later. The 
increase under Excise is due to the post-budget enhancement of rates of duty 
which has resulted in a larger revenue from greatly reduced consumption of 
excisable articles. The improvement under Stamps is distributed evenly 
between Judicial and Non-judiciaL The larger yield from Forests is due 
[to the heavier orders for timber from the Supply Department. The growth 
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under Registration is accounted for by a large increase in the number of 
registrations partly as a result of the infavourable economic situation. 
Finally under Other Taxes and Duties receipts from the Entertainments 
Tax, the Motor Spirit Sales Tax and the Raw Jute Tax are expected to be 
well above the original estimate. On the expenditure side there is an 
increase of 2 crores under Famine, 2 crores under Extraordinary charges, 
three-fourths of a crore under Jail, and half a crore each under Agriculture, 
Public Health and Irrigation, The increase under Famine is due to the 
special measures undertaken for the relief of the destitute from starvation 
and disease. Apart from the larger expenditure on gratuitous relief in the 
form of cash doles and free kitchens, the more important items responsible 
for the increase are Rs. 33 lakhs for temporary poor-houses and destitute 
camps, Rs. 53 lakhs for emergency medical relief centres and Rs. 40 lakhs 
for the free distribution of cloth and blankets amongst the destitutes. Under 
Extraordinary Charges the budget contained a provision of ^ crores, 
representing the loss on account of the sale of subsidised foodstuffs to the 
public and Government employees on a small pay. The corresponding 
provision in the revised is Rs. 5 crores — an increase of a crore and a half. 
The balance of the increase under Extraordinary Charges is due to the 
expansion of the Department of Civil Supplies, and to the introduction of 
rationing in Calcutta and certain industrial areas. The extra expenditure 
under ‘‘Jails’’ is due to a large increase in prison population coupled with 
greatly increased cost of foodstuff, clothing, medicine and other contin- 
gencies. 

The increase under “Agriculture” is due to larger expenditure on “Grow 
More Food” schemes mainly as a result of buying seeds in the current year 
for the “Grow More Food” campaign of 1944-45. 

Under “Public Health”, the increase is due mainly to the following 
additional provisions, viz., 13 lakhs under “Rural Water Supply” for the 
repair and resinking of tube wells in areas affected by epidemics; 14 lakhs 
under “Epidemic charges” for the control of cholera and small-pox; and 
12 lakhs for free distribution of quinine. 

The increase under “Irrigation” is due to larger outlay on the repair of 
the Damodar Left Embankment and other embankments damaged by 
flood. 

Let me now turn to the capital head “85A” which, as I explained in 
September last, accommodates both charges and receipts in connection with 
the large scale trading operations which have had to be undertaken by 
Government. It was assumed when the Budget was framed that the un- 
adjusted capital outlay at the close of the year would be a sum of 50 lakhs 
laid out for the building up of a reserve stock of salt. It is now estimated 
that over and above this, capital to the value of over 29 crores is likely to 
remain invested in stocks of foodgrains and sugar at the close of the current 
year. The requisite capital has been obtained from three sources: loans 
from the Central Government, cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank 
of India and Treasury Bills. 
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We liave also had to obtain loans for our general ways and means 
purposes. The main items of Provincial indebtedness at the close of the 
current year are estimated as follows : — 

Crores. 


Treasury Bills ... ... ... ... 16 

Cash credit advance from the Imperial Bank ... ... 18 

Loans from the Central Government for — 

(1) Ways and Means purpose ... ... 5^ 

(2) Purchase of foodgrains ... ... 2^ 

(3) Civil Defence expenditure ... ... 2 

(4) Closing the breach in the Damodar Embankment 1 

(6) Grow More Food schemes ... ... i 

Total ... 45 


Against this, as already explained, we shall be holding stocks, worth 29^ 
crores and a closing balance of 2J crores, that is to say 32 crores in all. 
Our net uncovered indebtedness at the close of the current year will therefore 
stand at 13 crores. 

J may add that since the estimates which I have spoken of were sent to 
the Press, intimation has been received from the Government of India that 
the divisible pool of income-tax, both this year and the next year, will be 
some crores greater than was anticipated by them at the end of December 
last. This means that Bengal whose share in the pool is 20 per cent, will 
receive an extra crore and 10 lakhs in each of these two years and our 
indebtedness will be reduced to this extent. 

Let me noyv summarise the Budget proposals for the coming year. 

It is estimated that revenue receipts next year will be about half a 
crore higher than the Revised — the increase being due to larger receipts 
from Income-tax. As I have already explained the estimates do not take 
into account the further accretion of a crore and ten lakhs under Income-tax 
just intimated by India. 

Revenue expenditure in the coming year has been estimated at 2 crores 
less than the Revised. This is the net effect of a reduction of 3 crores 
under ‘Tamine” and an increase of 1 crore under “Extraordinary charges”. 

The “Famine” budget has been framed on the assumption that the need 
for test works and gratuitous relief will greatly abate though intensive 
medical relief will have to be continued for some months in the coming year 
and poor houses and orphanages maintained till a comprehensive scheme of 
rehabilitation can be given effect to. 

The increase under “Extraordinary charges*' is due mainly to larger 
loss on the sale of subsidised food to the public and to a full year*s provision 
for the Rationing scheme which came into operation in the closing months 
of the current year. 
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Tiere are two items of additional expenditure included in the Budget 
which call for individual mention. One is a contribution of 5 lakhs to the 
Scheduled Castes Education Fund. The other is a provision of 16 lakhs 
for payment of subsidies to Jiugar mills in this province in order to enable 
them to pay cane-growers a minimum economic price of Ee. 1 per maund 
against 12 annas which is all that the mills can afford to pay in view of the 
price fixed for sugar by the Sugar Controller on an all-India basis. 

Under the Capital Head ‘*85 A’’ the net result of trading transactions 
will be a surplus of 17 crores over the capital outlay during 1944-45 as a 
result of the sale of the greater part of the stocks worth 29 J crores carried 
over from the current year. The value of stocks in hand at the close of 
1944-45 is estimated at 12^ crores. 

According to the estimates in the hands of .honourable members our 
indebtedness at the close of the coming year is expected to be close upon 
21 i crores, and it is made up as follows : — 


Crores. 

Cash credit advance from the Imperial Bank ... ... 12 

Loans from the Central Government for — 

(1) Ways and Means purposes ... • ... 

(2) Civil Defence expenditure ... ... 2f 

(3) Closing the breach in the Damodar Embankment 1 

(4) ^‘Grow More Food*^ schemes ... ... J 

Total . . . 21 J 


Against this we shall be holding stocks worth 12i crores so that our net 
uncovered indebtedness would amount to 9 crores. This, however, does not 
take into account the fact that our closing balance according to these 
estimates is a minus figure of lOJ crores. With the additional receipts from 
the Income-tax pool to which I have already referred, the closing balance 
will stand at minus SA crores. A negative closing balance, is, of course, not 
a workable proposition and we shall certainly require further accommoda- 
tion suflScient to give us a working balance of at 2^ crores. This would 
involve the securing of further finances to the extent of 11 crores. A part 
of this we may hope to obtain when the new taxation measures put forward 
by Government are assented to by the Legislature. For the rest, we have 
asked the Government of India for a subvention, and I earnestly hope that 
assistance so patently necessary and urgently required will not be withheld, 
and I hope on this subject honouable members will not expect me to speak at 
great length. The object of presenting a negative budget and, therefore, 
of taking an unprecedented step is that I might thereby make it clear to the 
honourable members and to the Government of India what the true financial 
position is. Sir, I have briefly outlined for you the financial position and 
prospects of the Government of Bengal. The Government of Bengal expects 
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that the honourabl® members will assist us in the very difficult task of dis- 
charging the duties of administration in these circumstances. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Sir, are we going to have copies 
of the statement which the Hon*ble Minister has just made for facility of 
discussion P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, last September, 
I found that the practice in the Upper House was not to supply a printed 
copy of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister as in the other House 
but simply to make a statement, and in fact, the speech that I have just 
made is a summary of my statement in the other House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Sir, I think that even that short 
statement should also be made available to the members, so that within the 
shorter compass of discussion they can focus attention upon it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 must observe here that whatever might have been 
the practice in the past, I think we must have our own practice henceforward. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister’s statement as made in this House should 
be circulated to the members of this House. I do not think that this House 
should take note of what happens elsewhere. That is a practice which we 
should discourage raj;her than encourage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I quite appreciate it, 
and I shall take steps to have copies of my statement made available to the 
honourable members. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Sir, there is another point. 
During the general discussion of the Budget, the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
should be present in the House throughout to give replies to our points that 
are raised on the floor of the House, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that can be assumed. I am sure the Hon’ble 
Minister will take note of this request. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We will follow the parlia- 
mentary practice that we have been following since the last 15 years. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One p5int in reply to the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister’s statement is that there is not much similarity between 1921 and 
1935. Our rights and responsibilities have much increased under the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, and we cannot go beyond 1937. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You knew, Sir, of this 

practice when you were in office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 24th. 


Adjoummant. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Thursday, the 24th February, 

1944f 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 21st 
Eebniary, 1944: — 

(1) Kban Bahadur Nazir^ddin Ahmad, 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. Mahomed Hossain. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(10) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mohalanabis. 

(12) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(13) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

■ (15) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(17) Khau Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(18) l)r. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Khan Bahadur M. Shanisuzzoha. 

(20) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATTVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944^No. 11. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 24th February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the 
eleventli day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon^ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i*r.) was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable members of Council, it 
is the melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the death of Mrs. Kasturba 
Gandhi. Her death is being mourned today all over the civilized world and 
it is only proper that this universal expression of regret should find its echo 
in this House also. Throughout her long married life Mrs. Gandhi shared 
the joys and sorrows of her illustrious husband and she played her part 
nobly as a wife. I am sure her life will be a source of inspiration to woman- 
hood not only in India but throughout the world. If sorrow shared is sorrow 
soothed, then Mahatma Gandhi will find that millions of his countrymen 
share his bereavement. 

I believe it is the desire of the House that a message of condolence on its 
behalf should be conveyed to Mahatmaji. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I request the honourable members to rise in their 
places. 

(Honourable members rose.) 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: May I suggest that the 
House should adjourn as a mark of respect to the memory of the illustrious 
deceased P 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I support this proposal whole-heartedly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the views of the Honourable the Leader 
of the House P 

The Hon’bl* Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOSAiNi 

Sir, the House may be suspended for half an hour as a mark of respect to 
the deceased. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think that would be quite proper, 
adjourn the House till 1-30 p.m. today. 

( A fter adjourtvrn ent . ) 

[When llie House re-assembled after the adjournment, 

President occupied the Chair. ] 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Scarcity of fish in Bengal. 

60. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUM^DAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

{a) if he is aware that scarcity of fish in different parts of Bengal is being 
keenly felt: 

(h) if he is aware that immature and spawning fishes are sold iu large 
quantities in the markets;^ 

(c) if it is not a fact that the Government are spending a big amount for 

the Fishery Department; and 

(d) if the reply to parts (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, what urgent steps 

the Government propose to take to put a stop to the indiscriminate 
and unscientific destruction of fish fries and spawning fishes in 
the rivers of Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): {a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, certain quantities of immature and spawning fish are sold in 
the markets of Bengal. 

(c) The Department of Fisheries, Bengal, was established in May, 1942 
at an estimated annual expenditure of about R8.54,000. 

{d) Certain measures for the protection of Hilsa and Carp fisheries are 
already under the consideration of Government, but it has to be realised 
that for any legislative measures regarding the sizes of meshes and harmful 
methods of catching fish to be effective, precise data on the life histories, 
migrations and bionomics of the principal food fishes of Bengal have to be 
collected and this will take time. 

Fish buJture in Jute and paddy lands. 

61 > Mr. NUR AHMI^; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department b^ pleased to state if any special steps have been 
taken by the Government of Bengal to encourage and help fish culture in 
jute and paddy fields of Bengal? If so, what are they? 

(6) Is it a fact that den gal peasants may earn an additional income of 
five crores of rupees a year if they cultivate fish in these paddy and jute 
fields along with paddy and jute cultivation ? 


[24th Feb., 
I, therefore, 

the Deputy 
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(o) Is it a fact that fish culture in paddy fields help growth ef paddy to 
some extent? 

(d) Is it a fact that fish grow rapidly in pfuldy fields? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

(a) In 1948, the Director of Fisheries, Bengal, invited attention of the 
Indian public to the immense possibilities of fish culture in paddy fields in 
two articles and raised this point for discussion at the Eice and Fish Com- 
mittee Meetings of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Eesearcb. Both the 
Committees accorded approval to his idea and recommended submission of 
schemes to the Director of Agricultural Production “(Food) , Government of 
India. 

The Director of Fisheries, Bengal, carried out experiments and investi- 
gations on fish culture in paddy fields during the last paddy season and the 
data so far available indicate that in the Ahad areas of Sundarbans paddy 
cultivation and fish culture can be successfully undertaken as correlative 
industries. 

The Director of Fisheries, Ben.gal, delivered lectures to the landholders 
of the Sundarbans and the members of the British Indian Associations so 
as to induce them, to culture fishes in their paddy fields. Several landlords 
evinced great interest in the subject and it is hoped large areas in the 
Sundarbans will be brought under fish culture in paddy fields during the 
coming season. 

The. Department of Agriculture, Bengal, has issued a leaflet on the 
subject (copy laid on the Table) in which attention of the cultivators is 
directed to the beneficia'l results that can l)e obtained by undertaking this 
new development in cultural o]>erations. A coloured poster on the subject 
is under preparation. 

The Director of Fisheries, Bengal, has submitted schemes for increasing 
fish production in the Sundarban Ahads in which he has laid special stress 
on carp farming in the paddy fields. The schemes are under the considera- 
tion of Government and if they are approved financial help and technical 
advice will be made available to the would-be fish farmers in terms of *‘Grow 
More Food^’ campaign. 

(h) Yes. From the experiments carried out on a small scale, an addi- 
tional income of five crores to the cultivators from a subsidiary crop of fish 
does not seem to be improbable. 

(c) Yes. It is roughly estimated that in China by culturing fish in 
paddy fields the yield of iTaddy has been increased by 10 to 15 i^er cent. 

Experiments conducted by the Department of Fisheries show similar 
results. 

(d) Yes. Under experimental conditions in small plots, young of pona 
fish, about J inch in len.gth, grew to a weight of 4 to 6 chhataks in five 
THonths, while in larger areas the growth was IQ to 12 chhataks in a period 
of about four months. From some places ever better results have been 

reported. 
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Department id Agriculture, Bengal 

Leaflet No. 5 of 1943 

Agriculture and Pisciculture as Correlative Industries. 

There is no gainsaying that fish like rice constitutes an important article 
of diet of the i)eople of Bengal. But due to various causes fish has been 
getting more and more expensive every day and there is, thus, fear of 
vitality of the nation being impaired through the defic iency of such a nourish- 
ing food as fish. It, therefore, behoves every well-wisher of the country 
and the nation to find w'ays and means to increase the supply of fish. 

It is, perhaps, not known to many that transplanted ainan paddy and 
fish can be cultured simultaneously in embanked paddy fields as a correla- 
tive industry without entailing any great labour, expenditure or elaborate 
preparation. Young of pona fish, such as Eohu, Catla, Mrigal, Calbasu, 
Bata, etc., can be cultured even by the poorest cultivator at a small cost as 
it should fetch him a handsome return. Though in padcly-ewn-fish culture, 
the yield from individual plots may not be great, it should be remembered 
that paddy covers nearly 90 per cent, of the cultivated area in this Province, 
a fairly good proportion of which is such as is not flooded during the rains. 
If a number of cultivators were to take to this enterprise, the aggregate 
produce of fish as a by-product of jmddy cultivation would run into several 
lakbs of rijpees. The fish produced in the paddy fields would, at the same 
time, go a long way in solving the fish-food problem of the Province. 

Experiments have shown that if one or two inches long fry of the selected 
types of fishes be stocked in the standing water of the aman paddy fields 
as soon as transplantation of seedlings is over in July they would grow to 
9 or 10 inches in the course of 3 or 4 months when Avater in the paddy fields 
begins to dry up. Sold at that stage the fish would fetch a ])rofit of about 
15 times of the capital outlay. But if, instead of selling off at that stage, 
they be transferred to some big pond, the ]>r()fit would easily amount to 
much more. The fry can also be reared for a mouth or so before transplan- 
tation in trenches dug around the paddy fields, if ix)ssible, and they can 
thence automatically spread to' the paddy fields when the entire area goevS 
under water or recede into them when waters fall low. 

The movements and ground-feeding habits of certain fish, by preventing 
formation of crust on the surface of soil, promote tillering of paddy and 
thus ultimately increase its yield. The presence of fish also prevents 
excessive growth of aquatic weeds and algae. Some of the insect pests of 
paddy form a delicious food for fish and thus their growth is kept in check. 
The paddy crop also benefits from the excrements of fishes which serve as 
manure. 

It would thus appear that agriculture and pisciculture can be taken up 
as correlative industries and each benefit. s the other. If fish be cultured in 
suitable paddy fields, the entire area of the field would form an extensive 
grazing ground for the fish. Free running about over long distances greatly 
accelerates growth and development of fish. 
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It Jias already been etaited that the Bsh should either be sold when tlie 
water in the paddy Jields begins to dry up or preferably transferred to some 
other big reservoir. There is great advantage '"in rearing fry in shallow 

waters of paddy fields .which can thus serve as nurseries, 

/ « 

As large tanks required for the further fattening of the Hshes from paddy 
fields are not easily obtainable, trenches recommended above for the culture 
of young fishes before the transplantation of paddy can be used for rearing 
fishes when the fields dry up. The excavation of such trenches, indeed, 
entails some expenditure but their advantages far outweigh the cost. The 
advantages of the trenches are: — 

(i) The earth of the trenches would form high embankments around the 
paddy fields thereby facilitating ingress and egress of water, as required, 
for the benefit of both paddy and fish. This will also make it possible to 
cultivate different seasonable vegetables or fruits like juneapple and 
banana, on, the embankments, thus augmenting the income of the cultivator. 

(it) The water of the trenches be used to irrigate crops grown in 
the fields or on embankments, as and when necessary. 

(in) Ihe trenches and embankments would protect crop against thieves, 
grazing cattle and also rats. 

(iv) Deep water aus or aman paddy can be cultivated in the trenches, 
thereby adding to the income of tlie cultivator. 

(v) The high embankments would check erosion of soil, thereby prevent- 
ing the loss of its fertility and also enriching it by arresting the washing 
from other areas. 

(vi) By erecting machans over the trenches, it would be possible to grow 
some climbing vegetables, like gourd, pumpkin, sponge gourd, cucumber, 
bean, cowpea, etc., and this would increase the income of the grower. 

It would thus appear tliai paddy-o/rn-fish culture, if conducted with a 
little bit of intelligence, is profitable in more than one ways. In Bengal 
besides amun paddy, low-land jute also grows in standing water. If the 
jute fields are properly embanked, fish can be cultured there as w^ell. In 
these hard days when the Province is in the midst of an acute food crisis, 
if the agricultural community be alive to this new' enterprise it would not 
only greatly add to the supply of a nourishing food like fish but also 
considerably better the rural economy of the country. 

Mfi KADER BAK8H: Is it the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister that 
only the paddy lands near tlie Sundarbans are fit for fish cultivation and no 
other area in Bengal? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Experiments have been conducted in the Sundarban areas and in no other 
place. So it cannot be said that the other areas are unfit. I am unable to 
give a definite reply to the question. 

Mr. KADER BAK8Hs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that fish is more 
scarce in the Rajshahi Division than in other parts of Bengal for want of 
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rivers and dohas and hits ; and so it is desirable that more attention should be 
paid to the cultivation of fish in the ILijshahi Division than in other parts 
of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

May be, ihe Rajshahi Djivision is very bad in respect of fish; but we have got 
a very limited stall. We have to remember that the Department has 
been started with only 4 District Officers, 2 have been appointed and 2 yet 
to be appointed. If they have got to cover the whole province, they have 
to start from one place. If they roam about throughout the whole province, 
no substantial results can be obtained. We have a mind to spread the work 
in other areas as well. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H : Is it in the contemplation of the Hon’ble Minister 
to make experiments in the Rajshahi Division in the nearest future? If 
so, how" long after this experiment will be taken up ? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Experiments in the Sundarbans have already been started. Experiments in 
other areas will be started : but how long it will take, I cannot say that 
definitely. 

The Coroners and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, 
I beg tx) move ,that the Coroners and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Comnejs and 
Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, be taken inlu coji- 
sideration. 

(The molioii was agreed to.) 

(Jlause 1. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Clause 1 stand ixirt of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 2, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause d stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Clause 4 stand part of the Bill, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Preamble, 

Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENTS The title and Prea^tnble be added to the 
BiU. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur .8A I YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, this is a very simple Bill. There is a provision under section 8 of the 
Coroners Act, 1871, and under section 174 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1898, that in all cases of death by accident there should be an inquest by a 
Coroner and an investigation by a Police Officer. Sir, in cases of deaths 
from bombing by the enemy, it has been found that there have been so many 
deaths at a time that it has become impossible to hold an inquest and an 
investigation in time so as to dispose of the dead bodies quickly. Indeed, it 
is hardly necessary at all to have an inquest or investigation in these cases, 
/ because the real object of this inquest is to find whether there has been foul 
play or not. In these cases everybody knows that there has been no foul 
play and there is no necessity at all for an inquest or investigation. So this 
Bill seeks to provide that no inquest or investigation would be necessary in 
cases of deaths on account of enemy action. This is all that is provided for 
in this Bill, and I hope the House will accept it, and the Bill as settled in 
the House will be passed into law. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved: that the Coroners and 
Ciimiiial Procedure (Beiignl Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the 
Council, be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Coroners and Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944, as 
settled in ihe Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The House stands 
adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 25th February, 
1944. 
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Membtrs Alisent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 24th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Eai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Ilamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Ghofran. 

(8) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(9) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(10) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(11) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(13) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(16) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(18) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First S^ion, 1944>-No. 12. 


The Council met in the liegislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 25th February, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the twelfth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
iu the Chair./ 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Bengal Mining Settlements Act. 

83. Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hen’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state when he proposes to take up the amendment of the 
present Bengal Mining Settlements Act? 

ib) Are there any provisions in the present Bengal Mining Settlements 
Act regarding the application of the fund of the Asansol Mines Board of 
Health? If not, why not? 

(c) .What are the functions of the Asansol Mines Board of Health? 

(d) Is there any provision in the present Act of the Board for this 
purpose ? 

(e) Have the Government received any suggestion from the Asansol Mines 
Board of Health to convert the said Board into an Industrial Board and to 
impose taxes on other industries in the Asansol Mining Settlements? If 
so, how far do the Government propose to take up these matters? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): {a) The question of amend- 
ment of the present Mining Settlements Act has already been taken up and 
views of different interests received in this connection are now under 
consideration of Government. 

(h) No. 

(c) The powers and functions are as specified in rules 41 to 60 of the 
Rules made under section 11 of the Bengal Mining Settlement Act, 191.i 
{vide notification No. 3591Com., dated the lltli September, 1916). 

(d) The honourable member is referred to sections 6 to 8 of the Bengal 
Mining Settlements Act, 1912, and the rules framed under section 11 of the 
said Act and published with Notification No. 4100, dated the 19th August, 
1913. 
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(e) No ]>roposal from the Asansol Mines Board of Health tor its conver- 
sion into an Industrial Board has been received by the Government. The 
Divisional Commissioner, however, forwarded a proposal of the Board, for 
imposition of taxes on certain industries within the mining settlement. 
This is under consideration of Government. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state how long this proposal haPs been under the consideration of 
Government ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For the last one year. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
please state why the answer to the latter portion of (h) of this question has 
not been given? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It has not been answered because an amendment to 
the Act is being drafted and as soon as that is done, there will be provision 
for such application. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary please state whether Government think that an 
amendment of the Act is essential? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Because the Government think it to be essential 
that is why the amendment of the Act is being dratted. The question has 
I think been already answered. 

Financial position of the Central Co-operative Bank in Bengal. 

64. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased to state 
what measures have been adopted by the Government of Bengal to improve 
the financial conditions of the Central Co-operative Bank in Bengal? ' 

(h) Have any Co-operative Commission shops on the lines of those started 
in the Punjab been established in Bengal? If so, what is their number? 

(c) Have any consumers cO-operative societies been started in Bengal for 
the sale and distribution of foodstuff and other necessaries of life? If so, 
what is their number and in what districts have they been started? 

(d) Has any co-operative society for the manufacture of (i) salt, 
(n) sugar, and (m) hand-made paper been formed in Bengal? If so, where 
and how many have been formed ? If not, why not ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bJe Mr. Jogendra Nath 
Mondal): (a) Establishment of Central Bank Special Debt Settlement 
Boards for the liquefication of frozen assets; material reduction in the rate 
of or 8U8p€n.sion of interest on deposits ; reduction in the cost of manage- 
ment; and lately introduction of side-business in controlled commodities and 
standard cloth. 
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(6) No. 

(c) Yes : 20U in all the districts of Bengal,^ including Calcutta. The 
majority of Central Banks and important Urban Banks and multi-purpose 
societies have also lately opened^ Stores Sections. 

(d) (i) No. Manufacture of salt as a cottage industry has been permitted 
only from April last as an experimental measure. The possibilities of 
organising co-operative societies will be examined when the industry has 
worked for a sufficient period and definite results have been ascertained. 

(ii) Three, one in each of the districts of Malda, 24-Pargauas and Pabna. 

The society in Malda only has got its sugar mill which, however, is not 
working now on account of certain disadvantages, the chief being the open 
pan system. 

In Pabna and 24-Parganas no mill has been established yet. 

(in) No. In normal times band-made paper cannot compete with mill- 
made paper and the industry is fast declining. 

Mfi HARiDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether due to tlie scarcity of mill-made paper now a days, hand-made 
paper is in great demand in the market? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MONDAL: Yes, of course. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state then what steps Goveinment have taken as war emergency measure to 
help the production of haud-inude paper and the growth of that industry in 
Bengal ? 

The Hon»ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MONDAL: It does not relate to 
my department. But I may say that Government are taking every possible 
measure to facilitate the ijianufacture of hand-made paper. 

Mr, NUR AHMED.: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
no commission shops have been established in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr, JOCENDRA NATH MONDAL: The matter is 
under investigation and if it is considered fit and suitable the department 
will take up measures for establishing such commission shops. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be please<l to state if 
such commission shops have been very successful in tbe Punjab? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MONDAL: I have very 
scanty information about that. But so far as our information goes, there 
has been some amount of success in the Punjab ; but in Bengal it is said that 
the possibility is not such as in the Punjab. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, under rule 18, Friday, is set apart 
for non-official business but from today’s agenda we find that it has been 
taken up for Government business. So my request is that you will kindly 
see that we get an extra day for non-official business. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: During the budget session it is usually taken lor 
Government business. As many members want to express their views en 
the budget, it is the practice to appropriate a non-official day for the 
discussion of the budget. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMOARs But during the last session we got an 
extra day as we had very little time for the discussion of non-official 
business. 1 submit, Sir, that if this facility of discussing non-official 
business is curtailed, it will cause a great hardship. So I would request 
that another day may kindly be allowed for the discussion of non-official 
business. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I think this will be a very long session and the number of non-official 
days is likely to be sufficient for discussion of non-official business. Even 
so, if at the end of the session, members want to have an extra day, that 
may be considered at that time. 

Rai Bahadur KiSHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, we have had 

practically no day for discussion of resolutions this session. I think we 
had only one day for resolutions so far. Therefore, 1 would request that 
sufficient days may be allotted for the discussion of non-official resolutions. 
In view of the fact that it relates to a valued privilege of the members, I 
hope the Hon^ble Leader of the House will consider this aspect when fixing 
'days for the transaction of non-official business. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I hope in view of what has fallen from some 
4nembers Government will consider this point. 

Presentation of 8uf>plonientary Estimates of Expenditure for 1943-44, 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I beg to present 
the Supplementary Estimates of expenditure for the current year. 

Additional funds are required under as many as 22 different major heads 
and the total amount involved is db crores and a quarter. 

The largest individual demand amounting to 29^ crores is under the 
capital head “85A”. As I have already explained in my Budget Statement 
before this House, it was originally anticipated that the unadjusted capital 
outlay on Government’s procurement operations at the close of the current 
jear would be a sum of 50 lakhs laid out for the building up of a reserve 
stock of salt. It is now estimated that over and above this, capital to the 
extent of 29 J crores will remain invested in stocks of food grains and sugar. 

Under “Famine”, the original budget provision of 3J crores is likely to 
be exceeded by 2 erores 13 lakhs. Apart from larger expenditure on 
gratuitous relief the more important items responsible for the increase are 
"B3 lakhs for temporary poor houses and destitute camps, 53 lakhs for 
‘emergency medical relief centres and 40 lakhs for the free distribution of 
<jloths and blankets among destitutes. 
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Under “Extraordinary charges'’, the Budget contained a provision of 

crores representing the loss on account of sales of subsidised foodstuff - 
This loss is now estimated at 5 crores — an increase of a crore and a half- 
Some extra expenditure is also involved in the expansion of the Department 
of Civil Supplies and the introduction of rationing in Calcutta and certain 
industrial areas. The aggregate supplementary demand under “Extra- 
ordinary charges” amounts to a little over 2 crores. 

The extra demand under “Jails” amounts to 78] lakhs. It is due to a 
substantial increase in prison population coupled with the increased cost of 
foodstuffs, clothing, medicine and other contingencies. 

Under “Agriculture^’, the original budget provision of a crore and 
34 lakhs requires augmentation by 59] lakhs. The increase is due mamly 
to larger expenditure on “Grow More Food” schemes as a result of advance 
purchase of seeds for distribution in the coming year. 

Under “Public Health”, the additional requirement amounts ta 
41f lakhs. This includes an extra 13 lakhs under rural water-supply for 
the provision of tube wells in areas affected by epidemics; 14 lakhs under 
epidemic charges for the control of cholera and small-pox ; and 12 lakhs forr 
the free distribution of quinine. 

The extra demand under “Irrigation” is 32f lakhs. This is necessitated" 
by larger outlay on the repair of the Damodar left embankment and other 
embankments damaged by flood. 

It is not necessary for me to tax the patience of the House by a racital 
of the reasons for the demands under the remaining heads which are 
comparatively small. 

Honourable members will find the reasons set forth fully in the 
Explanatory Memorandum under each demand. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. I find 
from the “Explanation of excesses”, that the excess under the first item 
was due to a larger number of cases of obligatory commutation of pensions- 
towards the close of the year 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Majumdar, today is the 
Presentation of Supplementary Estimates, 1943-44. You may raise the 
matter when it will be actually discussed. 

Mr. HABIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Very well, Sir. 

Presentation of Demand for Excess Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I beg to present to 
the Bengal Legislative Council the demands in respect of expenditure 
incurred in excess of grants and appropriations in 1941-42. 

The voted grant was exceeded under three heads, viz., (a) Forest; 
(h) Ports and Pilotage; and (c) Interest-free advances. 
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The charged appropriation was exceeded under two heads, viz., 
{a) Superannuation allowances and Pensions, etc., and (h) Extraordinary 
Charges. 

The reasons for the excess expenditure have been set forth fully in the 
memorandum which has been placed in the hands of the honourable members. 

Gonaral discussion on the budget. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I do not really feel happy as I can- 
not congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister, Mr. Goswami, on the 
budget presented by him on the 21st instant. The budget as a whole is a 
budget of desperation, — a drowning man's budget, — clearly the product of a 
perplexed mind. If I am permitted to say so — it is a Ministry-saving 
budget instead of being a nation-saving one. 

Before discussing the budget, I am under the ^^ainful necessity of asking 
the Government through 5 ^ 011 , Sir, whether the Government is really serious 
in having the view of this House on the annual financial statement. Sir, 
from experience in the past I find that criticisms and suggestions that have 
been offered in course of the annual discussion of the budget have never 
been seriously considered by the Government, as will appear from the fact 
that g*rievaiices of this House in particular have not yet been redressed 
though times without number such grievances are being placed before 
Government. Sir, credit must be given to Mr. S. (h Mitra, the late 
President, who by his persistent demand on behalf of the House got at least 
the principle of inclusion of one of the members of tlie T^^pper House in the 
Cabinet accepted. Sir, a Cabinet consisting of 13 Ministers and an equal 
number of Parliamentary Secretaries has got only one Minister and one 
Parliamentary Secretary from the T'pper House. 

To my mind it is callous neglect of the claims of the rights and 
privileges of this House in not being given due share in the Council of 
Ministers and in the appointment of the Parliamentary Secretaries. I can- 
not but impress on the Government and through you. Sir, on His Excellency 
the Governor to consider it seriously whether in the formation of the 
Cabinet at least one Hindu and one Muslim should not be taken from the 
Upper House. So long as it is not done, it will remain a perennial source 
of grievance to this House particularly to the Hindus for the present. 

Sir, next I come to the question of the appointment of the Public Accounts 
Committee of this House. Sir, this question is hanging fire for the last 
several years before Ihe Government and it appears that the Government 
for reasons best known to them are not prepared to comply wdth the demand 
of this House. Sir, the Government of India Act, 1935, and the rules made 
thereunder do not in any way preclude the appointment of a Public Accounts 
Committee consisting of members of this House. 

I challenge the Government to quote any section of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, or the rules made thereunder, which directly or indirectly 
debar this House from appointing a Public Accounts Committee of its own. 

A Public Accounts Committee is nothing but a select committee of the 
Legislature to examine whether money voted upon by the Legislature has 



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET: 


241 


lW4i] 


been jpent for tlie purposes for which sums were granferl to the Govei^n- 
ment. Sir, we are not demanding that we -should vote on the demand for 
grants, a power which has not been given to us by tihe Constitution Act. 
We concede that this power of voting on demand rests in another place but 
once the sums are voted upon fo;* a particular item of expenditure, I do not 
see that there can be any ban on this House to criticize the action of the 
Government in not spending such sums of money as were voted upon for 
particular purposes by the Legislature or diverting them to other purposes. 
Further, the rules and the procedure framed under section 84 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, lay down clearly that the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee shall be placed before the Provincial Legislature and 
it clearly means that this House has got the right to discuss and criticise such 
reports. 

Sir, the ordinary convention is that reports of Coiinnittees appointed by 
-the other House even when placed before this House should not be 
criticised by this House as it will mean casting reflections on the members 
of the other House. There can never be any doubt that rules 108 and 109 
were framed with the clear objective that this House shall have a Public 
Accounts Committee of its own and that the reports of such Committee shall 
be placed before the House for the purpose of criticism and discussion. 

In this connection, I cannot but accuse the Government of a partiality 
for the other House and a bias against this House so far as this matter is 
concerned. 

Sir, Ihis House demanded the appointment of a Public Accounts Com- 
mittee of its own. The Privilege Committee of this House in unmistakable 
terms recommended the appointment of such a Committee. Sir, the late 
Mr. S. C. Mitra who occupied the chair before you actually appointed a 
Public Accounts Committee of this House but that Committee was never 
allowed by Government to function. Later on, the question was being 
shelved by the Government but the alertness of the members of this House 
forced the Government again to bring back the question before the House. 
Sir, a Public Accounts Committee of the Upper House is not ultra 'vires of 
any section of the Government of India Act and any rules, as has been 
pointed out. As such, I hope and trust that the Finance Minister should 
come with a definite and concrete proposal laying down the procedure and 
manner in which a Public Accounts Committee of this House should function. 
If, however, no such concrete proposals are forthcoming from the Govern- 
ment, this House will then he forced to have recourse to steps wihich might 
not be very comfortable for the Government. 

I am now going to deal with the budget which has been presented by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. Sir, its true character is realised only when it 
js remembered that out of a total expenditure of 30 crores 43 lakhs, 7 crores 
and 86 lakhs comprising the three items of Famine relief — 2 crores 61 lakhs, 
increase under Public Health 25 lakhs, and losses on Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment’s trading operations in selling rice cheaper than at the cost price — 
5 crores, represent actual expenses for relieving tli^ famine-stricken. This 
is roughly 23 per cent, of the total Budget at a time when famine and its 
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iorrible aftermatb of diseases are estimated by the Anthropological 
Department of the Calcutta University to have carried away ^ lakhs of 
people; while the number of those who are still hovering between life and 
death and those who have been undernourished for months and have sold 
their all must be legion. It is this lack of a sense of proportion and a 
sense of reality more than any lack of resources which is in a large measure 
responsible for the failure of the ‘Government to tackle the gigantic probl^ 
of last year’s famine and prevent its continuance, though in a milder form, 
at present. 

Unless we awake to the stern reality of the situation and make a 
supreme effort even now, the Bengalee race, save and except a small section 
of wealthy people, will be extinct. How long can the poor Bhadralogs, 
among whom our Vidyasagars and Gurudases are born, carry on with rice 
selling at Es. 16 as against the pre-famine price of Rs. 4? How long can 
our non-agricultural labourers like weavers and muchis, ground down by 
machine-made products, — the former losing a small privilege under the 
uniform sale tax of an uninformed Finance Minister — remain in the land of 
the living with half ration, and quarter ration ? How long can our fisher- 
men struggle — men from whom boats, the only means of their livelihood, 
were taken away by the over-zealous Governments Is there any item in 
this budget for their relief? Will not the vast army of precariously 
employed landless labourers whose ranks have now swelled inordinately by 
the sale of small plots ot land fall dead even if the present rate of rice 
prevail, not to speak of a higher price? These people constitute 90 per cent, 
of the Bengalee population. How^ can we save them ? What plan should 
we adopt as practical men meaning business*? To achieve our purpose a 
re-orientation of outlook is necessary and many of our cherished ideas have 
to be discarded. The need of the hour is not tinkering with the problem 
of budget-making, patching up here and there or adding and subtracting 
a few thousands but a thorough recasting of the budget with the sole 
object of saving the nation. A potent cause of the famine is excessive 
provincial taxation carried on for decades. Romesh Chandra Dutt, who 
with Ranade and Gokhale forms the trio of pioneers in economic investiga- 
tions in this country, wrote in his essay on “Famines in India’ ^ published 
in 1897 in the Fortnightly Review of England: “But more important 
administrative measures are needed to rescue the agriculturists of India 
from their chronic state of poverty and indebtedness. The first and the 
most obvious means of improving their material conditions is a reduction of 
the public expenditure, and a corresponding reduction of the taxes which 
preas heavily on those classes. All Indian administrators within the last 
quarter of a century have contemplated with something^ akin to alarm the 
steady growth of taxation”. In Lieutenant Governors’ days our annual 
budget was below 7 crores. The actual figure for 1910-11 is 6 crores 
45 lakhs and 46 thousands. Even so late as 1930-31, 1931-32, 1932-33, 
1933-34, it was roughly 9 crores. Do we live in a better Bengal than in 
the past? Most of our departments are do-nothing and are kept up to 
provide people with jobs. For example, the Agriculture Department which 
now accounts for an expenditure of 1 crote 30 lakhs and 26 thousand has 
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added to its heritage of supine inactivity the present record of spending 
colossal sums of money on the “Grow More Food’' campaign with results 
not very tangible. This Department, in spite e^f strong agitation in the 
Press for years, has been unable to restore cultivation of mustard seeds in 
Bengal to its former position®of 40 years ago when the province was self- 
contained in respect of this article and we had not to export annually a 
fabulous sum of money to other provinces for mustard oil coming here. In 
consequence a prosperous oil-mill industry consisting of 80 mills in Calcutta 
and 30 in Howrah, almost all owned by Bengalees, has been ruined. The 
competition of mustard oil from Cawnpore and Bihar has stopped the village 
‘ghani’ and has thrown out of employment our Kalus and Telts whose 
number, according to the census of 1931, was 3 lakhs 65 thousand. A 
very large number of Muhammadans did this work of working ^ghanis’ in 
East Bengal. I may be permitted to point out here that in 1938, I, as the 
Honorary General Secretary of the United Bengal Association of which 
Sir P. C. Ray is the Chairmen, had occasion to dr^w pointed attention of 
the Government to this matter but in vain. Wagon scarcity has occurred 
since the beginning of the present war which is now years old, and if 
the Agriculture Department took a little care in this long period, mustard 
seeds would have been cultivated in plenty and we would not have to buy 
mustard oil at Rs. 1-8 per seer now. The Jute Regulation scheme employed 
an army of men in the past but the jute acreage has generally been fixed 
at such a figure as would not have been exceeded even if there were no 
scheme at all. This year the acreage has been fixed at the same figure and 
this has been described by Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan, Indian High Commis- 
idoaer in the Union of South Africa, to be one of the causes of this famine. 
The whole thing is a huge fraud upon the public to show that something is 
being done in response to the popular demand : that jute cultivation should 
be so restricted as to ensure a fair price to the grower. The proof of the 
pudding lies in the eating. The result is that in regard to 1942 crop 
35 seers of jute sold at Rs. 14-10 while 100 yards of hessian requiring the 
same quantity of jute for manufacture sold at Rs. 26. The present rates 
fixed by the Government are Rs. 15 to Rs. 17 for raw jute while the ruling 
pric^ of hessian is Rs. 28-8; so that, quantity for quantity, the grower is 
getting in Calcutta Rs. 14 and the mills Rs. 28-8. The Finlow Committee 
of Jute Enquiry compiled a table showing the disparity between the prices 
of raw and manufactured jute over the years 1920-21 to 1931-32 and the 
ratio was the same then as now. If the lot of the jute growers, 90 per cent, 
of whom are Muhammadans, cannot be improved on account of the opposi- 
tion of mainly British Jute interests on either side of the Hooghly though 
successive Muslim League Ministries have been in power, why this expendi- 
ture for carrying out a jute restriction scheme signifying nothing? This is 
provincial autonomy with vengeance! The Agriculture Department, with 
‘‘sweet records and promises as sweet”, was given 1 crore 35 lakhs last year 
and is given 50 lakhs this year for the “Grow More Food” campaign. The 
result has been a big zero in the past and will not be commensurate with 
the heavy expenditure in future. Rather, instead of more food, political 
Weeds will be grown throughout the province by offering State-aid to those 
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voters who support the M. L. As. and M. L. Cs. of the party of the present 
Cabinet. In Bengal land has for some time been accumulating in a few 
hands of agriculturists. The famine has accelerated the process. This new 
development has to be recognised by all well-wishers of the province and the 
sympathy which we formerly felt for the agriculturist has now to be 
transferred to the landless labourer. It was found during the terrible 
famine months that in Barisal wihile people died by thousands, a class of 
land-owning agriculturists was selling hoarded rice at fancy prices and 
buying sondesJi and mmgolla and hilsa fish in every hat in an unprecedented 
measure. It is this class which, along wdth others, is now lioarding rice and 
does not allow the price-level to come wdthin easy reach of the poor and 
middle-classes. The seeds distributed under the “Grow More Food” scheme 
will in most cases go to benefit the prosperous agriculturist who can very 
well take care of himself. 

The Co-operative Department takes Rs. 17 lakhs 19 thousand this year. 
The past record of this department is dismal. Co-operative credit system, 
so full of promise in a poor country, has failed completely in Bengal on 
account of the inefficiency of the administrative machinery. Most of the 
Co-operative Societies and banks are in a frozen condition. In the past the 
Department got large sums of money from the Imperial Government for 
improvement of the hand-loom weaving industry. The result, how'ever, was 
so marvellous that Bengal before famine w^as flooded by Cauvery sarees of 
Madras where weavers have been taught new designs for borders and new 
methods of dyeing. Cannot the hereditary Bengali weaver, the zola and 
the ‘tanti’ wdiose products once carried favour with the ladies of ancient 
Rome and the daughter of the Emperor Aurangzeb, learn what his Madrasi 
brother caii!'^ Here, in appointing organising offi(*ers in connection with the 
Central Government’s project meticulous care was taken to maintain the 
Muhammadan ratio with tihe result that weavers of whom more than 50 per 
cent, are Muhammadans have been languishing for years before the famine. 

Educatibn, which is our second largest item of expenditure of normal 
times, is being carried on on the principle of robbing Peter to pay Paul. By 
far the major portion of the provincial revenue comes from the toiling 
millions. All avenues of taxing the rich, such as the Income-tax and Super- 
tax, fall within the territory of the Central Government. What right (have 
we to spend a disproportionately large amount on Secondary and Higher 
education which are not partaken of by poor masses while primary educa- 
tion is sadly neglected? The result of spending the hard-earned money of 
the tiller of the soil, the fisherman, the potter, the blacksmith and the shoe- 
maker, is the none too inspiring spectacle of the educated unemployed 
described by Six Tej Bahadur Sapru as “learned beggars”. The amount 
budgeted for the education of the Scheduled Castes, however insufficient it 
may be, sihould be spent. The plan is beautiful but if the building be not 
raised no useful purpose will be served. Education of tribes, 19J crores in 
number, according to the 1941 census, should be specially provided for. 

The Industries Department sometime ago claimed to have trained a 
number of youths in handicrafts and made them bread-winners. The 
Amanda Bazar Patrika proved to the hilt that the claim was a myth. 
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The Civil Supplies Department takes one orore and 48 lakhs exclusive of 
5 crores on account of rice selling at a loss. Of all culprits, this Department 
is the most guilty. Why has it evolved the system of appointing contractors 
with heavy commission bills and godown charges and valuable, stocks spoilt 
for bad storage? I would nevej' tire of pointing out to this House that only 
150 miles from here the Government of Bihar is securing immense 
quantities of rice through the instrumentality of Government officers with 
Government money keeping the stocks in the godowns of the merchants at 
their risks. Last year in all towns it maintained an adequate number of 
controlled shops which were under the supervision of the local gentry and 
were the ver^' model of efficiency and honest management where buyers had 
not to wait for more than half an hour, while in Calcutta poor buyers had to 
wait sometimes for eight hours at night in the midst of a downpour of rain. 
Sir Thomas Rutherford said on the 7th Septemlw, in regard to Calcutta 
controlled shops : — 

“Retailers in controlled shops played a dirty game of keeping back a 
portion of their supply received from Government for sale at the 
back door at enhanced prices.” 

It is a farce of control right through. The late Mr. David Yule of Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & ('o., wdiose sympathy for the children of the soil is still 
famous and one of wdiose relatives George Yule w/is one of the founders of 
the Indian National (5:ingress, said to an Indian friend at a time wffien not 
a single Indian-owuied jute mill existed, that Indians would prove their 
fitness for Self-Government if they could manage a jute mill. If that 
gentleman w^ere alive to-day, he would be glad to find that Indians managed 
a number of jute mills and some wdth machinery manufactured by them- 
selves. Now, judged by this standard wffiat will be the estimate of a Govern- 
ment w'hich could not for months and months manage controlled shops of 
W’hich the number in those days never exceeded 200 in Calcutta? And this 
department comes here and asks unabashed for the modest sum of Rs. (j 
crores and 48 lakhs! There is a saying among jail birds that if one wantec 
to send 2 annas to a prisoner in jail one must send a rupee, the 14 annai 
being meant for 7 intermediaries within the prison through whom the money 
must pass. 1 have just a suspicion that of every rupee vS])ent by the Civi' 
Supplies Department, the famine-stricken for wTiose benefit 5 crores hav< 
been set apart l)y the present budget to cover loss ,011 account of trading 
operations wTll not get more than 2 annas in the rupee. 

The Police DepartTiient takes IPs. 8 (Tores 2 lakhs and 8 thousand 
During Lieutenant Governors’ days in 1910-11, it was Rs. 84 lakhs 
75 thousand. Has the efficiency of the department been such as to warran 
this increase? As soon as the maximum prices of rice were fixed last year 
rice stocks disappeared in Calcutta the second city of the Empire which hai 
to pay a heavy police bill. Our guardians of Law and Order could not trad 
the hoarder and profiteer and could not unearth the stocks that went under- 
ground. The example w^as follow'ed by other towms and people died by 
thousands. One cannot imagine how things could be worse if there were 
no police or only half the present strength of the police. Now spoilt rice h 
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reappearing at Dacca and elsewhere to the tune of lakhs and laklis of naaunds 
to be sold for the consumption of animals and worse than that the landless 
beggars. 

The administrative machinery in Bengal has been so defective for some 
time and specially during the famine that to place large sums of money in 
the hands of the present executive is not only to waste hard-earned money 
of the poor but to let loose those forces of corruption which will make bad 
situation worse. The ** Statesman’’ wrote on the 23rd September last, 
say with deliberation that the present famine constitutes the worst and most 
reprehensible breakdown in India since the political disorders of 1930-31”. 
It again wrote on the 13th January last, ”The local civilian shows up badly 
in comparison” with the military in bringing succour to the distressed. 
The Governor of the Central Provinces recently referred in clear and 
unambiguous language to the administrative inefficiency in Bengal. So, 
why bleed the poor tax-payer on the ostensible plea of relieving him? This 
is something like drawing blood out of the veins of a weak, diseased man, 
dropping a considerable quantity outside and then injecting the remainder 
into the body of the same person. 

The present famine is to a considerable extent due to the heavy stnd ever* 
increasing burden of provincial taxation carried for decades chiefly by the 
poor and middle classes and in this process 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not 

necessary that the Hon’ble tlhe Finance Minister should be present in the 
House to listen to our remarks? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: He has left the House and will come back soon. 

Mri AMULYADHONE ROY; Did he take your permission? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: of augmentation the time has 

definitely arrived for crying a “Halt”. Revenue in the budget is estimated 
at 21 crores 97 lakhs, a record in the history of the province. Dr. Bentley 
said sometime ago that the Bengali cultivator lived on a diet on which a rat 
could not live for any length of time. This is the inevitable consequence of 
heavy taxation. Unless we be prepared to exercise brutal economy in our 
provincial budget and reduce it to the size at which a hundred per cent. 
British rule under an able and honest band of British members of the 

I.C.S. left, this province will become the land of chronic famine. This is 

only the beginning of the end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you have spoken nearly for half an 
hour. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I would like to have a little more time, 
Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: How long? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: About ten minutes. 
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Mr« PRESIDENT: In that case, I should have to give 40 minutes to 
each speaker! 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I believe tfpre are not many speakers 
for today, Sir. 

' o 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that would not be fair to others. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Bedure all items of provincial 

taxation except the amusement tax which may be doubled and even 
quadrupled. Even in that case not a single seat of our cinemas and 
theatres will remain vacant. The sale tax should be so designed as to 
exclude completely all artitdes used by poor and middle classes, say for 
example, coarse mill-made cloth and other articles of every day necessity 
and text books. To attain this purpose not doubling but quadrupling of the 
tax on luxury articles is desirable. 

As soon as the burden that falls inequitably on the poor is relieved, the 
countryside will brighten up and famine conditions cease. Our rural people 
are not barbarians. As soon as money is left in their hands, they of them- 
selves will send their boyvS and girls to schools and send for doctors during 
illness. Now with their money costly hospitals are maintained where the 
practising physicians witli some honourable exceptions have established the 
j)ractice of admitiing only those patients wdio can call them and pay ‘Visit^’ 
to the amount of Rs. 10 to Rs. 64. A substantial part of the money spent 
OH relief should be used in re-purchasing land sold during the time of distress 
with Government money and restoring it to the original owners. The 
Bengali proverb says that it is very difficult to steal a tank. This work of 
restoring land does not lend itself easily to corruption. Besides, it will be 
done by the Judicial Department which in this holocaust of corruption all 
around is the only branch of the administration that appears in bright 
colours. 

Now, Sir, I come to one of the most important constitutional questions. 
Sir, it is the constitutional convention in all civilised Parliaments that 
budgets are divided into two parts : one consists of voting of demand for the 
grant of sums by the representatives in the Popular House for expenditure 
during the course of the year tor the administration of the different depart- 
ments of the Government; and the other of voting of supplies, i.e., the 
proposal by wdiicli money required is to be raised, and it is always done by 
means of annual Finance Bills. But, Sir, what do we find today? We find 
that demands for grants are voted upon by the other House, i.e., the sum 
required for expenditure on the administration of the different department 
of the Government. So far so good. But in order to raise the fund required 
for such expenditure, the Government come out at random with taxation 
proposals whenever they think they cannot balance the budget. Sir, taxa- 
tion proposals are always brought before the legislature in the form of 
separate legislative measures and as soon such legislative measures are 
passed, they are incorporated permanently in the Statute Book of the 
province. In all other civilised Governments, even under the Central 
Government, a Finance Bill is brought before the Legislature annually 
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containing all taxation proposals required for meeting tlie expenditure of 
the year under review and such taxation proposals remain in force only 
during the year under reviAv and are never passed in the form of separate 
legislations. If they find that taxation proposals held in force are not 
sufficient to meet their needs, they bring in fresh proposals for taxation and 
such temporary taxation proposals remain in force only for one year. At 
the end of the year if the Government find that such taxation proposals 
are to be continued even in the next year, they ask the legislature 
lo allow tliem to raise tlie same taxation for the coming year. On the 
other hand, if they find that revenue of the Government shows a surplus, they 
immediately rule out such a taxation. Sir, if such legislations for taxation 
are made to exist only for one year, Government remain always in an 
anxious mood to see that the expenses are cut down to the minimum as they 
can never be certain whether the said taxation will be continued during the 
coming year or not. But under the existing arrangements in Bengal, 
whenever Government find that there is deficit they bring in taxation 
proposals; as soon as taxation proposals are accepted by Ihe Legislature 
Government know for certain that the said taxation proposals will continue 
for ever and so they go on increasing the expenditure sometimes unneces- 
sarily, with the result that the question of economy is always lost sight of. 
I, therefore, demand that all taxation proposals required for meeting the 
deficit in a particular jear must be brought forward in the form of a legis- 
lative measure to be enforced during the year under review and at the end 
of the year, i.e., with Ihe introduction of the next budget, the whole ques- 
tion should be reviewed by the Legislature in order to decide whether such 
taxation should be continued or not. This procedure will work more or 
less as a check on the executive Government from raising the limit of 
expenditure. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I cannot but refer strorigl> to the pledges 
broken so many times in this House. Still I insist that before they ask the 
Legislature to pass their taxation proposals this year, they should give a 
definite undertaking to this House that whatever money is being raised by 
the increased taxation from the people would be kept apart in separate 
accounts only to be spent for the purposes of developing the nation-building 
departments, namely, improvement of agriculture, improvement of village 
sanitation, improvement in medical relief and improvement in local self- 
government. These are departments which need the utmost succour if the 
province is to advance at all. Last but not the least, comes the question of 
the extension of compulsory primary education. To my mind if sufficient 
money had been spent all these years for the expansion of education, all the 
communal squabbles which we find today would have been a thing of the 
past. Sir, it is the darkness of the minds of the people specially of the 
masses which is being taken advantage of by the communalist leaders not 
for the amelioration of the condition of the masses but for the purposes of 
aggrandising their selfish motives. 

Sir, neither the question of music before mosque nor the slaughter of 
cows would have been a matteir of communal squabble, if the Hindu and 
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Muslim masses had been literate. Therefore, I do not blame one community 
or the other for such communal strife but I blame the system of Govern- 
ment in vogue which is responsible for all our jmiseries. Had compulsory 
education been in force all these years and illiteracy removed, any lack of 
knowdedge of self-governnient 4ind of village sanitation w^ould also have been 
removed. 

With these words, Sir, once again 1 say that the budget which has been 
presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister is a budget which it will not be 
practicable to give effect to : it is a Ministry-saving budget. 

MTi DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: Mr. President, Sir, the budget for 
the year 1944-45, together with the statement of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, is now before this House for its scrutiny. Even a cursory 
glance through it will suffice to realise the nragnitude of the task the 
Government of Bengal has got to face in coping with a most trying situation 
created in the province by famine conditions, transport difficulties and 
pestilen(*es prevailing all over the province. To tide over the various 
difficulties that are mentioned by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in course of 
his review of the finamdal position, it is as much necessary that there should 
be a whole-hearted co-operation between the Provincial and the Central 
Governments as there should be a whole-hearted co-operation among all 
the leaders in and outside the House, as well as between the Government 
and the people at large. 

It is gratifying indeed to notice that Government have been concerned 
with the question of the welfare of the orphans having no friends and 
relations. But in my opinion the expression “orphan” should be taken in 
the widest sense of the term so as to include all destitute children of thei 
land. Not only that, it should also be the bounden duty of Government to 
see that our women are taken proper care of, for they’ are either the actual 
or future mothers of the nation. Coming as I do from the district of 
Chittagong which is very hard hit not only being wdthin the war zone but 
also for its being a deficit area as regards the produce of rice, I can tell the 
House that the condition of our women in several areas is worse than that 
of the orphans and destitute children. The free supply of medicines and 
diet must go hand in hand with the supply of food and clothing. I cannot 
but observe also with satisfaction that the Government of Bengal has not 
neglected education in all branches. The Civil Budget estimate is shown 
to he higher than the Revised by Rs. 7,75,000, including a contribution of 
Rs. 5,00,000 to the Scheduled Caste Education Fund and also increased 
provision over the Revised in respect, inter alia, of grants to Madrasahs and 
Sanskrit ioh, to the extent of Rs. 1,10,000; but in the case of Buddhist tols 
there is no such provision made. On the contrary, the actuals of 1942-43 go 
to show out that of the statutory grant of Rs. 5,900, only Rs. 4,834 was spent. 
When the Buddhist tols were first started and were fewer in number, the 
budgeted amount could be disbursed but not wlhen their number has increased 
and the necessity is most pressing in the present circumstances. I should 
like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister as well as the 
attention of the Minister-in-charge of Education to this fact with a request 
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to see that it is not interpreted, for the fault apparently of the officers tOA- 
cerned, as an instance of invidious distinction. 

As for special provision of a reasonable sum for the higher, general 
and technical education of Buddhist boys and girls, I have been crying in 
the wilderness for the last four years. The need for such a special provision 
can be felt all the more keenly now from the fact that all the four distriets 
of the Chittagong Division where the Buddhists are concentrated are placed 
in the war zone and are seriously affected by the famine conditions. The 
Buddhists are the people who did most in the past to promote the cause of 
education and culture in this province and also in other parts of India. 
They are now a small minority. Though the British Government as well 
as the popular Ministry of Bengal swear by the protection of minority 
interests, from the fact that they have turned deaf ear to my pitiful 
cries for a reasonable special budget provision for Buddhist secular educa- 
tion, I am compelled to think as if in the present world-order the number 
alone counts, and not the cultural heritage nor any other historical 
importance of a community such as mine. I sincerely hope and trust that 
Government no longer would neglect tlie cause of the education of the 
Buddhist boys and girls. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, with your permission I wish 
to make a few remarks on the Budget Estimates presented in this House by 
the Hon’hle the Finance Minister. Sir, the previous speaker has styled 
this budget as a drowning man’s desperate budget; but I think the Hon^ble 
the Finance Minister should be complimented on presenting a unique 
budget following a novel method. Sir, this budget cannot be said to be a 
drowning man's budget. Of course, Bengal was in a very pitiable condition, 
in a very desperate condition but the Ministry rose equal to the occasion. 
They did not hesitate to spend money to save the vast population of Bengal 
from starvation. It was for the timely step, it was for the bold and 
courageous measures which were taken by the Ministry that Bengal’s popula- 
tion could be saved; otherwise they would have gone to the graves in larger 
numbers. Sir, if the Hon’ble Finance Minister had cared for the finances 
and had only thought as to how to repay the huge loans, he could not have 
done so much. Sir, this budget presents a novel way of tihinking as to how 
measures were taken and how money was obtained to save the nation. Sir, 
nobody can prophesy whether the famine condition will again prevail in 
Bengal, hut we fervently hope that it will not recur. I have compared the 
present budget figures with the figures of other budget-estimates presented 
to this House from 1937. One glaring feature in this budget differs from 
its predecessors. This budget can be called a nation-building budget rather 
than a nation-saving budget. In the budget-estimates a big rise of 7 crores 
of rupees in the revenue of the Provinee is shown as compared with the 
budget of the j^ear 1937-38, but in spite of this there is a deficit of about 18 
crores and 75 lakhs, because Government had to provide for numerous bene- 
ficial measures and other nation-building schemes besides repaying its debts. 

Sir, Bengal has not been treated very fairly and justly by the Centre. 
During the last budget discussion I pointed out the injustice done to Bengal. 
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always protested that out of its iiieome of 28^ crores, it was given 
►nly 7 crores according to the Meston Award. This is only 25 per cent, of 
ts income. Out of the income of Rs. 20 crores ol Madras, it was given 
» crores w^hich is about 40 per cent. The II. P. w^as given 8 crores out of 
3 crores, i.e., 60 per cent, of its income. The increased spending power of 
lengal as compared with other provinces is very low, aS it was given only 
7 lakhs by the Meston Award while Madras was given 228 lakhs, the 
^unjab 1 crore 82 lakhs and TJ. P. 1 crore 57 lakhs. Bengal protested very 
ightly pointing out that on account of its increase in population, its 
adustrial development, its monopoly of jute cultivation, its income from the 
orts of Calcutta, its larger contribution from duties on Customs and Ex(dse, 
k should have been treated differently from the other provinces. With these 
rippling resources, Bengal was carrying on and on the top of that there was 
serious depression in 1930-31 . There was a deficit of 2 crores in that 
ear in the finances of Bengal. Then came the great reforms of 1935 and 
nder the Government of India Act, 1935, according to the Neimeyer Award 
lengal’s share of the jute duty was raised from 52 per cent, to 62J per cent, 
nd 20 per cent, of the divisible pool of income-tax was given to Bengal, 
ir, at tliat time Sir Otto Neimeyer recommended a sum of tJjree crores per 
ear as subvention to tlie provinces by the Centre but Bengal was not given 
single pie out of this sum. With this di£Bculty Bengal tried her utmost 
1 augment its finances to meet its needs. It appears, therefore, from a 
[)mparis(ui of llie ])udget figures of 1937-38 up to 1943-44 that BengaPs 
icome from new Inxation had exceeded 2 (U’ores and 20 laklis and if we 
ike the proposed enliancenient of revenue from the Sales Tax and from the 
agricultural Incnine-tax, it will exceed 3 crores. That is, it has taxed itself 
) the extent of about half of the income originally given to Bengal. Since 
lengal has still a huge deficit of 18 crores 65 lakhs, the (kuitre must come 
) its help and do justice to it. The HoiPble FinaiU'C Minister in his state- 
lent said that he has gone up to the Government of India for subvention 
nd I strongly support Bengal’s case for a subvention. Sir, this inadequacy 
Bengal’s finance was realised by the Parliamentary Committee which 
mommended that Bengal should be treated differently. In the White Paper 
lere was a recommendation made to treat Bengal on a special basis, and as 
result of that, provisions were inserted in the Government of India Act, 
135, to allot under the provisions of sections 140 and 142 of the Government 
[ India Act certain sums from the Central Excise and Customs to the 
rovinces to repair the injustice done to Bengal. Today, Bengal on a(‘, count 
t‘ the war emergency stands in a very difficult position. The Finance 
[inister has said that practically there is no closing balance and this is 
^rtainly not a sound position. Then I must refer to the proposal 
lat has been made by the Centre that Bengal should take a loan 
ud pay it off in the course of the year. Sir, I dread the idea 
f taking loan for this purpose and having to pay it off within so 
fort a time. For in that case Bengal’s progress would be retarded and 
'cngal could not go ahead along with the other provinces. Sir, what is 
lie position of Bengal today? 1 am quoting from the figure of expenditure 
■r\inr\-xTfn n m 1H 1^30-31. From this. T find that in 1930-31 the 
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expenditure on nation-buiJding departments was 18 per cent, in Bengal as 
compared with 82 per cent, in Madras and 86 per cent, in the Punjab. Even 
in normal time BengaPs finance is 8U(^h that it cannot spend more than that 
on nation-building departments. Then, Sir, this war h;js entailed a liuge 
expenditure and placed Bengal in such a position that its deficit has 
increased. So I think it is the business of the Centre and it is the 
business of His Majesty’s Government to see that Bengal is lifted from her 
present position and her debts are written off. With these words, Sir, I 
strongly support the Hon’ble Finance Minister for a subvention for Bengal. 

Then, Sir, there is another matter wliidh is very near to my heart and that 
is the question of education. Education in Bengal, specially Muslim 
education, has not received as much attention as it ought to have received. 
With a heavy heart, Sir, I submit that although the portfolio of Education 
has been in charge of the Muslims for the last 20 years, yet Muslim education 
has not received its proper share. 1 do not ask for any undue favour at the 
cost of the otlier communities. I want justice to be done to the Muslims 
80 far as tiheir education is concerned. Muslim education should be given 
a fair deal so that it may progress and the community may eradicate its 
backwardness. As compared with the other provinces, I find that Bengal 
is lagging behind. T find that the percentage of Muslim girls in primary 
schools in Bengal is 55*5: but it dropped down to 14 per cent, in the middle 
school stage, i.e., it dropped down by 3/4 in the middle school stage. It 
was 8*9 per cent, in the high school stage; it dropped down to 6 per cent, 
in the college stage and in the post-graduate stage it is 4 per cent. In the 
professional education stage, it is 1*9 and in the case of technical education 
10*3. Sir, that was the state of things regarding Muslim girl education in 
1943. As regards the education of boys also it has not improved very much. 
We find that in 1940-41, in class I, there were* 897,483 boys against 593,915 
non-Muslim boys, i.e., 01 per cent.; in class IT it dro])ped to 236,325, i.e., 
to 19*4 per cent.; in class III to 123,558, in class IV to 80,989 from 897,000. 
In clasg V to 30,765; in class VI to 24,916; in class VTI, it dwindled down 
to 15,603 and in class VIII, it came down to 12,793. In class TX, the 
number is 10,885 and in class X, 10,655. The number of Muslim boys 
dropped to about 10,000 from about 9 lakhs in class I of primary schools. 

As regards University education, in 1942 we find in the first year 
the number was 2,405 Muslim boys as against 7,792 non-Muslim boys. 
In the Second Year 2,557 as against 8,911 non-Muslim boys. In B. A. 
1,168 in the third year, in the fourth year 857 and in M.A. 297 in 
the 5th year and 169 in the 6th year. There are only two research students. 
Thus, in 1942, out of 26,577 boys studying in university and undergraduate 
classes only 7,516 were Muslim boys. 

The above shows clearly how Muslims are progressing in the field of 
education. Sir, I moved a resolution in this House on the 11th August, 
1938 for an allotment of Rs. 25 lakhs in the course of 2| years. That 
resolution was carried unanimously but from 1938 right up to now, 1944, 
no effect practically has been given to this resolution. Sir, not only my 
resolution was moved, but even the present Leader of the Opposition in 
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the other House, who was once the Prime Minister of Bengal, wanted to 
set apart in 1930 a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs for Muslim education.v Before that 
in 1929, the Hertog Committee recommeiifled that the Muslims of Bengal 
should be given extra advantage in the University and other education 
md they recommended that Rs^47J lakhs should be set apart for Muslim 
education. 

Sir, in reply to my question it was said in, this House that out of 2,640 
3cholarsliips only 840 worth Rs. 2 lakhs and some thousands have been 
^iven to the Muslims. With this picture before my eyes, and with this 
date of things in Bengal, I really feel ashamed that though 1 cried myself 
loarse for justice being done to the cause ot Muslim education, the ques- 
tion of Muslim education has not been iaken up by any Ministry up to this 
time in right earnest. Sir, this sort of tinkering with this great problem 
)f Muslim education will not do. No far-reaching scheme has been prepared 
iip to this time. With great respect I draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Education Minister to this state of things. I understand that a sdheme of 
post-war reconstruction work is being prepared but the cause of Muslim 
education is being neglected. I am not asking for favour. T only ask for 
Dare justice. 

Now, I will speak a few words in respect of expenditure on Police. I 
ind that expenditure on Police is increasing year after year. As compared 
vith the figure of 1937-38, it has increased by about Rs. 77 lakhs. I 
vonder why Bengal with a comparatively small area should spend so much 
m police. While the other provinces manage with lesser sums, 
BengaFs expenditure on Police is being increased by leaps and bounds 
?very year. Sir, in the year 1940-41 during war time Madras 
lias spent 1 crore 62 lakhs on Police as against 2 crores 73 lakhs on 
?ducation. In> 1942-43 she spent 2 crores 87 lakhs on Police as against 2 
jrores 95 lakhs on education. Bombay spent in 1940-41 Rs. 1 crore 51 
akhs and 59 thousands on Police as against 2 crores 3 lakhs and 36 
housands on education. IT. P. spent in 1940-41 1 crore 78 laklis and 68 
housand on Police as against 2 crores 18 lakhs and 19,298 on education. 
Punjab spent 1 crore 28 lakhs and 64 thousand in that year on Police as 
igainst I crore 60 lakhs and 23 thousand on education. But Bengal spent 
n the year 1940 2 crores 30 lakhs and 76 thousand on Police as against 
. crore 63 lakhs and 60 thousand on education. Sir, in the revised budget 
t has increased to 2 crores 89 lakhs. Now, from the present budget estimate 
ve find that it has still increased to 3 crores and more. 

Sir, my humble suggestion to Government is that a committee 
)f experts should be appointed to see if any retrenchment can be made in 
he Police expenditure. 

With these remarks I come to the present economic condition in 
Bengal and the distress that is prevailing. -Coming as I do from Chitta- 
gong, I must say a few words about Chittagong. Sir, Chittagong stands 
done and in a peculiar position being a border laud between Arakan and 
[ndia. Sir, it was Chittagong which was bombed first of all by the 
barbarous Japanese. It was Chittagong which suffered from the very 
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beginning of the famine. All other parts of this province were no doubt 
affected but they were affected in June or July, while Chittagong was 
affected as early as April, 1942. But it is a pity that in spite of its difficulties 
and sufferings even Chittagong has not received its proper share of justice. 
Malaria and smallpox are raging there furiously in an epidemic form. I 
have received reports that tihere is no lymph available for vaccination 
purposes, no quinine is properly distributed. It is doubly unfortunate since 
the Hon’ble Minister who is in charge of the Medical and Public Health 
Department comes from that district 

MTi PRESIDENT! Mr. Nur Ahmed, you liave already taken more than 
half an hour. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; All right, Sir, I will finish soon. I may conclude 
by saying that ('hittagong is now a district where rice is still selling at 

seers a rupee in some thanas. So, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to 
see that the brave people of (Iiittagong are saved, for already a lakli of 
its inhabit ants have gone to untimely grave. I Iio])e, therefore, that the 
Ministry will not allow any more of them to die in this way for want of 
food iind nourisJmient, and medical treatment. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: Mr President, Sir, I do not 
want to take much time of the House because 1 have b(‘en taking part in 
budget discussions for many years. It is customary that the Oi)position 
should criticise the budget but under the circumstances peculiar to 
this year, I mean due to the war, the Hoii’ble Finance Minister is in an 
extremely difficult position to adjust income and expenditure. I must also 
say that unfortunately for this House we have got the right only to criticise 
the budget but we have no right to vote upon its items. I hope, therefore, 
that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will kindly listen to our remarks and not 
ignore them because we have no right of vote. If we can give the Hon’ble 
Minister a few concrete suggestions, I hope he has still ample time to 
modify the Budget. My first .suggestion is that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister should kindly see that famine may not recur in the next year, and 
my earnest request to him is that he will kindly take ste})s for the maintenance 
of the poor families of the security prisoners. I also hope the Government 
of India will respond to the direct appeal of the Hon’ble Minister about 
rehabilitating famine-stricken Bengal in tihe situation which is largely the 
result of War. With these few words, I take my seal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do I understand that no other member is willing* 
to speak today 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, as I find there are no 
speakers to speak today, may I speak? 

Let us take up the statement wffiich has been made by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister, and carefully examine it with a view to see whether 
he has done his best and whether it is the outcome of a mature policy wduch 
ought to be followed in the circumstances in which we are placed Siow. 
Sir, the very first point which has been raised by the Hon’ble Finance 
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Minister in his statement is with regard to famine that ravaged Bengal 
last year. It is a question which is uppermost in our mind and 
the Hon’ble Minister has done well in. placing the subject of 
famine in the forefront of his statement f(»r the consideration of the 
honourable members of the ^^ouse. In considering the question of famine 
he has taken up the budget of last year and the budget of the coniing year 
together. I think he has done well in lumping the two budgets together 
for consideration. We have to consider the condition of things - that 
prevailed in Bengal during last year and what is expected during ihe 
coming year. With regard to this matter lie says that llie histoiw of the 
province so far as the last few years is concerned is the talc of famine 
and measures taken to cmnbat it and prevent its reinirrence. Now, Sir, 
let us see whether he has succeeded in placing the budget in 
the light in which he has tried to place it in his statement. Let 
us consider what has been done by the present Ministry in this connec- 
tion after it came into office in April last year when famine condition already 
prevailed in the province. During last year we find at the time the present 
Ministry came into being rice was selling at Ks. ffi) per maund which was 
beyond the capacity of ordinary people of Bengal to purchase and that 
Bengal had never been in a situation like that in the eailier years. May 
we ask what steps were taken by the present Ministry to ease the situation? 
I do not think it would be out of place for me to remind the honourable 
members of what was our experience of the past year. What action was 
taken by tlie Ministry while Bengal was under famine condition? The first 
action wliich the Ministry took was to launch a food-drive in the country 
for the purpose of taking a census of ihe food position in Bengal. Now, 
we pointed oiii. and I repeat with emphasis that the step^taken during the 
last year was a mistaken policy which resulted in bringing about the condi- 
tion of things whieJh prevailed in Bengal during the months of distress. I 
repeat it with all the more empliasis wliich 1 can command for the considera- 
tion of this House in order that the same mistake may not he repeated in the 
coming year; so that the condition of things may not reappear in a much 
more aggravated form whicli will be beyond the control of the present 
Government, beyond the control of the numerous relief organisations, beyond 
the control even of the people of tliis country to alleviate, if the Govern- 
ment take up the same attitude and repeat the policy whicli they pursued 
during the last year. And wliat is the policy which was pursued by the 
Government last year? Now, before taking up tihis census there was no 
consideration as to how the food-drive was to be made. It ultimately result- 
ed, as the tilings turned out later, in really driving away the foodstuff which 
were lying in the villages. The food went uudergrouud for the profiteers who 
made profits and the steps that were taken by the Government after the 
census was taken were responsible to a large extent for the distress that 
followed. I will support my argument bj^ referring to one or two concrete 
instances which came to my knowledge during the last year. Neither before 
nor during the food-drive the Government took any step to prevent the food 
going to the speculators. The result was that a large number of speculators 
and merchants with large sums of money at their disposal went to the 
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countryside, took advantage of the panicky condition of the villagers, 
who in some instances sold away even the foodgrains which they themselves 
required without keeping anything for themselves. Tn some cases, the 
people sold out of panic whatever they had keeping just sufficient for their 
own purposes, without considering whether they should keep sufficient 
reserves for their neighbours which they used to do in former years. 

Then, another step was taken after the food-drive and that is still more 
lamentable and I. bring that to the notice of the honourable members of 
this House. The Government requisitioned large amount of stocks which 
were lying with merchants in Burdwan, Midnapore, Bankura, Birblium and 
Dinajpur. The Government did not allow the merchants and mill-owners 
to distribute the rice among the people though many people were starving. 
I will cite one instance for the consideration of the Hon ’hie Minister. The 
honourable members of this House will rememl)er that some time in July last 
there was a terrible flood in the district of Burdwan due to a breach in the 
Damodar embankment. At that time (Tovernment had requisitioned a very 
large stock of rice lying with merchants and mill-owners of Burdwan. I 
went to Burdwan and I found that the mill-owners were holding this 
requisitioned stock 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is absent, and nobody seems to be taking notes. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I am taking notes for him. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr, Kamini Kumar Dutta): He has left the House 
with permission of the Chair. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Now, Sir, as [ was saying, 
I went to Burdwan and came to know that there were large stocks of 
rice lying with the mill-owners. I saw some of these mill-owners and 
they told me that they were willing to sell the rice for relief purposes at 
R-s. 15 per maund — rice was selling then at Ks. 80 a maund. I asked them 
whether they made any representation to the District Magistrate in respect 
of this stock. They replied that the District Magistrate refused to grant 
them permission to make the rice available for the unfortunate flood- 
stricken people of Burdwan who were suffering from the results of the 
flood. I came down to (yalcutta to see the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies but I could not see him. Then T went to the Director of Civil 
Supplies to persuade him to release a portion of this stock of rice for the 
people of Burdwan who had suffered from the flood in order that they 
might have this requisitioned rice which was lying next-door at the con- 
cession rate at which the mill-owners were willing to sell. I' had a long 
discussion with the gentleman who was then officiating as the Director of 
Civil Supplies, and he told me after a long discussion of half an hour that 
he would write to the District Magistrate of Burdwan to release some 
portion of the stock. But, after a fortnight I heard that nothing was 
done. 
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Jjet me give another instance in respect of the requisition of foodstuffs 
by Government. At Saktighar, one Panchu Gopal Dewan had stocked 
10,000 maunds of paddy and rice. Government had requisitioned all his 
stock and he was neither allowed to sell it nor did the Government purchase 
the stock from him immediafely. The result wiis that the whole stock was 
lying idle with him. Now, shortly before tihe July flood, a Supply Officer 
went to this gentleman to see whether this stock of rice was si ill lying there. 
On the very day when the Supply Officer went to him what happened was this. 
There was a slight breacli in the Damodar embankment and some water 
had already come tli rough, and the mill-owner asked permission from the 
Supply Officer to remove the rice and paddy to a safe place so that it might 
not be submerged in the flood which was apprehended. The Supply Officer 
said '‘No, no, the water will subside soon. You cannot remove the stock 
from this place.” Now, in course of the night the terrible flood came and 
the whole stock of 10,000 maunds was submerged and destroyed. This is 
the condition, Sir, with regard to one of the villages. 

I would like to quote still another instance regarding the district of 
Dinajpur. At Dinajpur Government had requisitioned a large stock of 
rice from the people which was more than 1 lakh and 30 thousand maunds, 
and this was olt'ered for sale in December when the a/nan crop was ready. 
Now, Sir, the whole of these stocks which have been requisitioned by 
Government in the ditt'eieiit districts of Dengal, namely, Birbhum, Bankura, 
Midnapur, Burdwaii and Dinajpur — 1 liave no personal experience or 
knowledge of any other district — the whole of these stocks was lying under 
the control of Government while people were dying like cats and dogs in 
the streets of Bengal for want of food. If the policy of Government is 
repeated this year, then we will have the same thing, the same distressful 
conditions repeated in a much more aggravated form in the (*oming year and 
therefore Government should take note of this fact that they should not take 
recourse to the same procedure in tlie coming year. 1 would like to mention 
one matter in this connection and that is this : that if Government want really 
to help the distressed people and prevent a recurrence of this state of things 
that happened last year, then Government should immediately launch upon 
a very extensive i)rogramme of taking census of the foodgrains, but before 
doing so they should stop the export 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, is there a quorum in the House? 

(On a count being taken, it was found that a quorum was present.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: What I was going to 
submit for the consideration of the House is that Government 
should take an immediate census of the foodgrains" for each 
union and in this connection I would refer to the statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister himself that the estimates which the Government at present has 
of the foodstuff in the various districts (estimates of Government that 
certain areas are surplus and certain areas are deficit districts), Govern- 
ment have themselves admitted that such estimates are merely guesswork, 
that such estimates are not quite accurate. Therefore, it is essentially 
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necessary tliat an estimate of foodgrains in eacAi union — I should 
like to emphasise the fact that the lowest unit should be a union — that 
Government should take a census of foodgrains in each union as also a census 
of the requirements of each union during the coming year up to the harvest- 
ing of the anum crop. And Government while taking a census as to the 
requirements should make adequate provision for the labouring classes, and 
not lay down the rate of 2 chhitaks or 4 chhitaks a day for the labouring 
population which Government did last year. As a matter of fact, 2 chhitaks 
or 4 chhitaks is not at all sufficient for even a quarter of a meal of a labourer. 
A labourer takes at least half a seer for one meal a day and they would, 
therefore, require about a seer a day, in order that they may be able to work 
hard in the fields for the promotion of the grow-more-food campaign with 
regard to which we are hearing so much in the papers but nothing in actual 
practice. Sir, what is the position as to this? If we take a census of the 
foodgrains, union by union, and provide a reserve for the deficit unions 
by removing foodstuffs from the surplus areas, the position may be 
saved. Here again Government should not come to purchase these 
foodgrains through its so-called agents whom they have appointed 
this year. As a matter of fact, what do we find? I had been to Dacca 
very recently and I found that the price of rice there is Rs. 20 per maund 
for boiled rice, and Rs. 24 per maund for aiap rice; itnd even at these prices 
the people are finding difficulty in securing rice. Now, Sir, what is the 
condition of things in Diiiajpur? There, we have been informed that rice 
is selling at Rs. 10 to Rs. 11 per maund and paddy at Rs. 0 to Rs. 7 per 
maund. Can Government justify this policy? Can they justify that this 
policy of purchase and distribution is equitable and perfect? We find 
that in Dinajpur people have sold rice at Rs. 10 or Rs. 11 per maund while 
people at Dacca cannot get rice at less than Rs. 20 and Rs. 24 per maund 
which is higher than the controlled rate. We have to consider this aspect of 
the case. If we consider the position in its proper aspect, what do we find? 
We find that Government have sent out agents to purchase rice at Dinaj- 
pore and they are pur( }iasiug rice from the cultivators at Rs. 10 and Rs. 11 
per maund and it may be that the same rice is being sold at Dacca at Rs. 20 
and Rs. 24. Why should it not be sold at Rs. 15 — the controlled rate — why 
should not the ri(5e be despatched immediately to Dacca and other deficit 
districts and sold at the controlled rate so that the people there may get rice 

(Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji : At Bogra rice is l)eing sold 

at Rs. 9 per maund.) Yes, the position is still more staggering. What is 

the policy behind it? While at Bogra rice is sold at Rs. 9 and in Dinajpur 
at Rs. 10, people in Dacca are not able to procure rice at less than Bs. 20. 
I, therefore, ^sk the honourable members of the House to consider whether 
the selling and purchasing policy of the Government so far as arnan crop 
is concerned is proper and whether it is working properly. If it is not 
working in a proper manner — and there is no doubt that the scheme of the 
Government is not working properly— -then Government ought to take steps 
immediately to redress the defects so far as the purchase of aman crop is 
concerned. I have got a copy of the newspaper in which is published a 
detailed scheme of the Government as regards aman crop purchase and its 
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distribution. I have analysed the position and I can give facts and figures 
of four districts to show that their scheme is not working properly and that 
steps should immediately be taken to revise and set it right. 

Then, Sir, with regard to famine which is in the forefront of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister’s budget statement, Government ought to consider the 
scheme a little more seriously — Government must get the co-operation of the 
people at large. Unless we secure this co-operation, there would be great 
difficulty in having a proper distribution. Foodstuff, for instance, in 
Miinshiganj in the Dacca district is extremely difficult to get and we are 
told that it is mainly due to war condition, transport difficulty and so on. 
But we do not know when the war will end and we cannot sit idle on the 
plea of transport difficulties and let thousands of people suffer. We have 
to take into account these facts and make eadh union the lowest unit 
for the purpose of food census. If you do so there would not be any diffi- 
culty of transport. In that case you will be able to get your supplies from 
the neighbouring places and no transport difficulty will arise as no food- 
stuff will have to he sent out to far off distances. As a matter of fact, 
we are now getting alarming news that paddy and rice are being sent away 
from the surplus districts in large quantities and if this continues we shall 
have to face a similar situation as last year. 

There is another fact which I want to bring to the consideration of the 
honourable members of this House in this connection and that is this. 
Last year, the middle class people had exhausted their resources in main- 
taining themselves. Ordinary people were turned into destitutes. They 
could not stand the strain. They had to borrow money from Government, 
they had to sell away their lands, some who were fortunate enough to have 
corrugated tin-sheds, had to sell them and some had to sell their houses and 
were reduced to the position of homeless destitutes. This year, the situation 
is still more grave. Last year the middle class people could hold back their 
own reserves but they have now exhausted those reserves and 
if the Government do not fix up the price at a reasonable limit, 
they will be turned into destitutes this year. Sir, the middle class 
people are the backbone of the society and if timely action is not taken, the 
middle class people will be utterly destroyed and they will be faced with a 
more serious situation. The middle class people saved many destitutes from 
death last year, but this time they will not be able to save even themselves. 

I do not want to take much time of the House. Government should 
consider this position more clearly before they go on with the purchasing 
of a 7 nmi crop. Another thing I cannot leave unnoticed and that is with 
regard to the Civil Supplies Department. Sir, the cost of that Department 
in 1942-48 was Rs. 4 lakhs. I ask the honourable members to mark the 
figures with close attention. We find that in 1942-43 the cost of the 
Department was Rs, 4 lakhs and this will be increased to Rs. 1 
crore in 1943-44. From Rs. 4 lakhs to Rs. 1 crore! Now, in 1944-45, the 
cost is Rs. 1 crore 48 lakhs. Sir, our deficit is Rs. 10 crores. Out of that 
this Department alone absorbs Rs. 1,48 lakhs and for what purpose? It is 
for the Civil Supplies Department, for the maintenance of a large staff, 
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officers, for opening large number of shops under Government control, for 
providing large number of fatly-paid posts, and for what other purposes I do 
not like to say; Government may disclose that in reply. But one thing we 
find and that is tihis that so far as Calcutta is concerned, there are about 800 
shops which Government have started under their own control with Govern- 
ment officers, with Government servants and so forth. They have also 400 
or 500 private shops with ordinary tradesmen. Now, Sir, I submit that could 
not Government have taken the help of the normal trade channel in securing 
and distributing the foodstuffs in Calcutta? If they had done so, the huge 
staff that have been employed for running 800 controlled shops would not have 
been necessary. I think the Government would be able to eliminate this huge 
staff if they took the help of the normal trade channel. In Bombay Govern- 
ment have taken the help of the normal trade channel in distributing food- 
stuffs throughout the Presidency town and their work is going on with 
success and this fact is admitted on all hands. There is no defect in the 
eystem and there is no complaint from anywhere, as we find here. I think 
Government will explain why is it that having regard to the huge deficit 
of 10 crores they are providing 1 crore and 48 lakhs for the Civil 
Supplies Department which, if I may say so without any offence to the 
Government, may be abolished, because this Department is not supplying 
food to the people sufficiently and properly. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department told us the other day that from the 
next week the shops of Calcutta will not supply any bad quality of rice. 
But this very week we have received numerous complaints from the people 
to the effect that they are getting rice which is not eatable and one gentle- 
man has received rice which when lumped together was reduced into powder. 
We all know. Sir, that the provinces outside Bengal do not manufacture rice 
of such a bad quality and we also know that Bengal does not manufacture 
such bad quality of rice. Then where does this bad quality of rice come from 

this rice which is unfit for human consumption and which spreads 

disease? I have a strong suspicion in my mind with regard to this matter 
and that is that Government agents who are in charge of the Government 
stores and who supply rice to the shopkeepers for distribution among the 
people of Calcutta supply it from their old stock, keeping in hand 
good quality of rice that has been supplied by the Government of India. 
I lay a charge here definitely and I wish the Government to enquire as to 
where this bad quality of rice came from. We know that the Hon’ble Sir 
J. P. Srivastava, the Food Member of the Government of India, said that 
when he sent rice from outside Bengal there was no complaint, and that 
complaints are coming after four months, and that he is unable to say where 
the bad quality of rice which the Government of Bengal are supplying to 
the people came from. Therefore, I ask the Government that they should 
launch an enquiry as to where this bad quality of rice is being supplied from 
which is not fit for human consumption. 


Mr> CHAIRMAN (Mft Kamini Kumar Dutt): Mr. Mukherjee, will 
you take long io finish ? 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Tea, Sir, I will take & 
little more time. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Katnini Kumar Outta): In that case you had 

better speak on the next da^. The House has to be adjourned now. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: All right, Sir. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta): The House stands 
adjourned till 1 p.m. on the 28th. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Monday, the 28tb February, 

im. 
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Membert Absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 25th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Mr, Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(11) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(13) Mr. Nareeli Nath Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(15) Mr. R. S. Pur-ssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusaii Roy. 

(18) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(19) Dr, Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCH. DEBATES 


First Stesiofi, 1il4~-No. 13. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 28th February, 1944, at 1 p.m,, being 
the thirteenth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijay Prasaij Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Substitute diet. 

65. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether any committee of experts has been appointed by the Government to 
go into the question of proper diet and substitute dietP 

(h) If not, do the Government propose to appoint without further delay 
a committee of experts to report about substitute diet for the people of 
Bengal? If not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The question of proper diet 
and substitute diet in Bengal for normal times as well as with special 
reference to present post-famine conditions is being examined by a Nutrition 
Sub-Committee of the Sanitary Board and by a Committee constituted under 
the auspices of the Indian Research Fund Association. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Parliamentary Secretary please 
state when Government expect the report of the committee mentioned in 
the reply? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The committee has already had several meetings 
and final proposals are expected in a very short time. 

Bengal Civil Service. 

66. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’bl© Minister in charge of 
the Home Department b© pleased to state whether it is a fact that both the 
members of the Bengal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil Service perform 
for all practical purposes almost similar duties ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service draw 
smaller pay and other emoluments as compared to that of the Senior Civil 
Service P 
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(c) Is it a fact that great discontent prevails among the members of the 
Junior Civil Service in Bengal over their pay and other emoluments? 

(d) If so, do the Government propose to stop further direct recruitment 
to the Bengal Civil Service and to fill up all future vacancies in that service 
by promotion from the Junior Civil Service in Bengal, strictly in accordance 
with the Communal Ratio Rules laid down by the Government of Bengal? 
If not, why not P 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Generally speaking, no. But owing to 
excess deputation to new departments, occasionally it has been necessary 
to place officers of the Bengal Junior Civil Service in posts which would 
normally have been held only by officers of the Bengal Civil Service. 

(b) Yes ; a statement of the scale of pay in each service has been laid on 
the Table. 

(c) Not so far as I am aware. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in reply to question No. 66. 

Time-scale of pay for the Beingal Civil Service (Executive Branch). 

Unrevised scale. 

Time-scale — Rs.25() — 275 — 300 — 50/2 — 850 (efficiency bars after 12th and 
20th stages). 

Selection Grade on Rs. 1,000 per mensem. 

Revised scale. 

Time-scale — Rs.l50 — 25 — 200 — 50/2 — 750 (efficiency bars after 12th 
and 20th stages). 

Time-scale of pay for the Bengal Junior Civil Service. 
Unrevised scale. 

Time-scale — ^Rs.lOO — 175 — ^200: — ^25 /S — 350 — 25/2 — 400 (efficiency bar 
after 11th stage). 

Selection Grade on Rs.450 per mensem. 

Revised scale. 

Time-scale— -Rs, 125 — 125 — 150 — 20/2—250 — 15 /2— 310 — 20/2—360 (effi- 
ciency bar after 12th stage). 

Detenu Brijut Ananta Kumar Banikya. 

67, Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTAs Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware that Sri jut Ananta Kumar Banikya of 
Chandpur, Tippera, is a detenu; if so, how long he has been in 
detention ; 
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(?>) if the Government are aware that there is no one to support hie 
mother and that she is without any means of subsistence ; and 
(c) if the Government propose to consider the question of providing a 
suitable allowance for her maintenance and give necessary direc- 
tions in the matter P 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble* 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {a) Yes, since 16th September, 1943. 

(6) My information is that the prisoner has four other brothers jointly 
living with their cousins and they depend upon the income from several 
shops which varies from 118.4,000 to Rs. 5,000 per annum. 

{c) No. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTY A: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state if any enquiry has been made about the nature of the shops 
from which the income is derived? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Yes: there are several shops: at Hajiganj there is 
one shop selling hardware, stationery, medicines, besides there is a stationery 
shop at Rajganj. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to state if these shops are still in running order? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Must be in running order, because the income, as is 
stated in the answer, is Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 5,000 per annum. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; That was the past income. But what 
is the income now in the current year? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; I have no information about the income today, or up 
to date, strictly : my information relates income up to the last month. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the Government aware that by the 
detention of this gentleman the joint family has been broken up? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: There is no such information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Do the Government propose to enquire 
into the matter so that the important question of maintenance may be taken 
up. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Government may enquire into the matter again. 

Rehabilitation of famine^tricken people. 

89. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; {a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment have any scheme for rehabilitating the famine-stricken and diseased 
])eople of the districts of Bengal? If so, will he please place a copy of the 
scheme on the Table? If not, do the Government propose to prepare a 
^ell-planned scheme to rehabilitate these people and carry it into execution 
without delay? 
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(h) What will be the estimate cost of such a scheme and how do the 
Government propose to meet it? What has so far been the Government’s 
expenditure to rehabilitate these people? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the approximate percent- 
age of the population in Bengal who have been affected by famine and 
diseases, such as malaria, cholera, dysentery, small-pox, pneumonia and 
l[ala-azar who would come within ihe benefits of the Government’s Rehabilita- 
tion Scheme ? 

MINfSTfR in charge of the RIVENUE DEPARTMfUT (the tlOfi*ble 
Hr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) A scheme of rehabilitation is at present 
under consideration of the Government but has not yet been finally adopted: 
no copy can therefore be placed on the Table. Government propose to give 
effect to the scheme as finally adopted as soon as practicable. 

(b) The estimates are now being worked out. 

(c) It is regretted that even approximate statistics are not available. 

Mft LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atate when is it likely that the scheme will be finally worked out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; The committee is 
working on it and we expect its report very soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Has any attempt been made to get a 
statistics of the percentage of population of Bengal affected by the famine 
and the diseases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, that matter is also 
being considered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What I want to know is whether any 
attempt is being made to gather statistics of the population affected by 
famine ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, as far as practic- 
able, statistics are being gathered. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the imperative necessity of coming to a decision imme- 
diately in the matter so that the destitutes who are being discharged from 
the different hospitals may have places to live in ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The committee is 
considering all these matters and will come to a decision very soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: For the purpose of rehabilitatLu ui 
famine-stricken people a committee has been constituted : but has any 
provision been made in the budget for carrying out the schemes which would 
be formulated by the committee? 

The HOfl’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Unless a cut and dried 
scheme is before Government how is it possible to make provision in the 
budget ? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are we then to understand that when 
the seheme is finally worked out it will not be carried into effect till after a 
year for want of provision ? 

the Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, no. It wifl be 

carried into effect immediately and the Hon’ble Finance Minister will take 
steps for this purpose. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have a short-notice question 
which is hanging fire with the Government : it runs as follows ; — 

‘‘If the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies is aware of the 
fact that a huge stock of foodgrains supplied by the Government of India 
for feeding of Calcutta and the industrial areas has been spoilt and rendered 
unhygienic by the recent heavy showers in Calcutta: 

If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative whether the Government 
propose to distribute ” 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That question has been admitted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I know that. But I do not 
know what has happened to it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, tomorrow the Hon’ble the Minister for Civil 
Supplies is expected to be in this Chamber and he would reply to all these 
questions personally. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I have given notice of an adjournment motion 
regarding the strike in the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not yet received it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I handed that over to the department this 
morning. Would you kindly find out 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At what time did you hand over the motion.^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I think at about 10-30 or 10-40. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it was handed over at 10-30 a.m., then 3 hours’ 
notice has not been given, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But the office opens at 10-30 and I thought 
that there w^ould be some people to receive it. Previously we used to sit at 
2-15 p.m. and the usual notice was to be given at 11-15 a.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case we might take that up tomorrow. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; All right, Sir. 

General Diseussion on the Budget. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEf : On the last occasion when 
the House rose I was speaking on the situation of the famine and the question 
of having a census with regard to the food products of this year and 1 
pointed out that if the matter is not taken up immediately, we may have 
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to face a worse situation this year than that of last year. As a matter of 
fact, if I give certain figures with regard to the policies followed last year 
by Government, it will be found that unless we are careful from now, 
possibly we will have to face a similar situation also this year. On the 24th 
February; 1943, Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan, who was then the 
Minister in charge, disclosed in his answer that the estimated produce of 
rice in Bengal was 69 lakhs tons for 1942-43, and the estimated consuiup- 
iion of rice was about 93 lakhs tons. That meant a deficit of 24 lakhs 
tons. On the basis of 93 lakhs tons of rice for consumption annually, 
the monthly requirement comes to about T| lakhs tons. So, if we take 
the deficit of 24 lakhs, there was a deficit for 3 months only, which would 
mean that if Bengal is kept on full ration for the first 9 months, January 
to September, there would be deficit of foodstuffs for the months from 
October to December. Supplies from Burma with regard to which we were 
hearing so much amounted to about 4 crores maunds of rice per annum or 
15 lakhs tons of rice, but this source of supply was completely stopped. I 
may mention for the honourable members^ information that a substantial 
portion of this Burma rice used to be re-exported and therefore the question 
that stoppage of import of Burma rice is the main cause for the deficit last 
year cannot be substantiated. The deficit of 24 lakhs tons, as I said 
before, would only affect the province from October. If we take into account 
the carry-over of 1941-42, then the deficit would only have been from 
November. With the aus crop in September, 1943, we would have carried 
on for another month, that is, November; and the situation would have been 
controlled if supplies were made available from outside the province of 
Bengal in the shape of wheat, etc. The early aman crop which appeared in 
the middle of December would have saved the situation and Bengal would 
have stood on its own legs even with the deficit of 24 lakhs tons which 
were disclosed on the floor of this House by the Hon’ble Minister. Now 
therefore, what I want to point out to the honourable members of this 
House is that either the estimate was wrong or there was something wrong 
in the method of distribution or there was something wrong wuth regard to 
the procurement or there was some mistake somewhere which led to the 
cause of the famine and neither the failure of crops nor the stoppage of 
im])orts of rice from Burma should be made the cause of the famine 
last year. We have to' look for the cause of the distress of last year 
somewhere else. It is, therefore, I say with all the emphasis which I can 
command that this year we should not commit the same mistake as was 
done last year. If we want to save the people of Bengal, we must take 
a proper census so that we may not be faced with the situation of transport- 
ing large quantities of rice from some areas to other areas where unfor- 
tunately there are no foodstuffs for the consumption of the people. That is 
why I have urged that there sliould be a census taking each union as the 
unit and then sufficient provision .should be made for feeding for the people 
of the union. Now, Sir, I have said enough with regard to this subject; 
I will take up the next subject which is connected with the question of the 
famine, that is, agriculture. On the quevstion of agriculture, I find. Sir, 
that the Hon^ble Finance Minister in his statement says that there were 
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approved schemes of seed distribution which included aus and arruin paddy 
seeds, rahi seeds and others, and with regard to this distribution of seeds 
and their procurement again unfortunately I have to refer to some incidents 
which came to my own notice during the last year. It is with regard to the 
subject of distribution of wh^t seeds to the cultivators last year. I myself 
applied for obtaining supply of wheat seeds From the Agriculture Depart- 
ment and the seeds that were supplied to me were very bad, because when 
they were sown they did not germinate, and as the same seeds were distri- 
buted at my instance in the whole village, the cultivators were faced with 
a very bad situation. As a matter of fact, they had to cultivate their lands 
again with fresh seeds procured from somewhere else at enormous cost and 
the result was that the late sowing did not give the normal yield. I 
enquired from the Director-General of Agriculture about the bad quality 
of those wheat seeds and was informed that the whole stock of wheat seeds 
procured by Government was lying in an open field and so got damped and 
deteriorated. It was further stated that the total value of the seeds thus 
wasted was about 7 lakhs of rupees, and by the time instructions 
reached the various ofiicers of the Agricultural Department not to distri- 
bute the seed, they had already distributed the stuff to the cultivators who 
could not know that the stuff' was bad. I, therefore, say, Sir, that this 
sort of procurement and supply of seeds not only cause immense loss to the 
cultivators but also bring discredit to the Government process of distribu- 
tion of seeds. The people lose all faith in purchasing seeds supplied by 
Government because they find that these seeds do not germinate. Some- 
times they no doitbt purchase seeds from markets which are bad. With 
regard to seed distribution, I would like to suggest — and I think the 
Hon’ible Agriculture Minister who is very active and sympathetic and wants 
really to save the cultivators of Bengal — a scheme for the purpose of procure- 
ment of seeds. I suggest that attempts be made to grow the seeds in the pro- 
vince itself by taking the help of large cultivators, by subsidising them with 
funds for better kinds of seeds so that they may be grown in each union 
for distribution among cultivators in that union. It is in that way that 
the problem of seed distribution and the ‘‘Grow More Eood’* campaign wdth 
tvhich we are now dealing and which is now one of the main problems w^hich 
jiovernment is tackling can be made effective. I say that the “Grow More 
Food’’ campaign will not succeed by merely spending a huge sum of money 
)n establishment and printing literature for distribution. Our cultivators 
ire not lacking in knowledge about actual cultivation; they are in want of 
;unds and therefore they cannot procure seeds; when they find that seeds 
ire not available sometimes near about their villages they do not take the 
■isk of spending large sums for the purpose of procuring seeds from some- 
ivhere else. I would like to suggest while on this subject that another 
niportant thing is the procurement and distribution of manure. With 
’egard to the manure I would state that there is a scheme for the production 
)f scientific manure on a huge scale, viz., ammonium sulphate and other 
chemicals which I need not name but that scheme is lying shelved and 
Jannot be given effect to. If the Government want the ^‘Gtow More Food” 
campaign to succeed, they should immediately take steps to give effect to 
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the scheme for the production of manure as without its help it would not be 
possible to make the experiment a success. Sir, I leave the subject of 
Agriculture for the time being. So far as Education is concerned, T find 
that the total provision is one crore 90 lakhs and 74 thousand for a popula- 
tion of 6 crores. That is, the Government of Bengal is spending the huge 
sum of 5 annas a year for each individual for educating the people of the 
province. I would only leave these figures for consideration of the House; 
further comment is useless. I would like to emphasise to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Education that he should see that very substantial and liberal 
provision is made for education of the people of this province and sooner 
a scheme for compulsory primary education for all is taken up the better 

Mfi Presidents Mr. Mookerjee — 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I will finish now. 
Please let me have only 5 minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; So far as the Revenue 
Department is concerned, I would like to make only one comment and that 
is with regard to the question of the manufacture of salt in this 
province. With regard to this matter I find that the Hon’ble Minister has 
provided only Rs. 12,000 for the salt scheme and the scheme is to 
continue till June, 1944. I personally know, Sir, that so far as salt produc- 
tion is concerned, there are immense possibilities of salt manufacture in the 
subdivisions of Contai and Tamluk in the district of Midnapore, and, as a 
matter of fact, during the last distress there w’ere many people who main- 
tained themselves with the income derived from the production of salt from 
the salt areas and selling it in the markets. I would, therefore, request the 
Hon’ble Minister that so far as salt manufacture is concerned, he should try 
to make it a permanent scheme and get a suitable provision for this scheme 
in order that there may be a permanent department in Bengal so far as salt 
production is concerned. I do not think that with the time at my disposal 
I can deal with other subjects which I intended to dwell upon; so with these 
words, I close my discussion. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, my friend 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Rai Bahadur, you should speak from your seat, 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. President, Sir, though the Budget 
presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister is really a verv dismal Budget, 
yet it is couched in very charming phraseology. 1 must congratulate him 
on his remarkable ability in hiding the distressing features of this Budget 
with suggestive palliatives. I hope, Sir, my friend is taking notes as I 
am saying something which deserves attention. In the case of all the 
budgets which sanction grants, the basis of the grant is the receipts. First 
receipts must be ptocured and guaranteed, and then only grants <iau be 
provided — whether it is in the shape of taxation or loans or subvention. In 
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the Budget statement the Hon’ble Finance Minister has told us that he hoped 
to raise receipts to the extent of 10 crores more than was raised in the 
preceding year— “the ever expanding social functions of the State call for 
greater elasticity of revenue. If to a certain extent and in last resort the 
State is force, a truer conception of organised human society is that the 
State is service. And to this end we will, whenever necessary, tax ourselves”* 
I do not quarrel with that general proposition laid down by the Hon’ble’ 
Finance Minister, but since one who pays the piper must call the tune, we 
in the Upper House always feel the unreality of the Budget discussion 
because we know that we have no voice either in voting the grants or in the 
taxation. These financial measures providing for the finances are practi 'ally 
adopted permanently and they are made permanent statutes of the country* 
Sir, a particular tax may be imposed for a particular occasion, but even 
when the necessity for the occasion does not exist it remains permanently on 
the statute book of the country. In the Central Legislature we find that these 
Finance Bills are introduced annually. They first obtain sanction 
for the receipts and then the sanction for grants. We want this principle to 
be adopted in the Legislature in Bengal so that we may have voice in regard 
to the taxation measures every year. We want to know first whether 
tax ought to be allowed or not. But here the procedure is that the taxation 
measure becomes a permanent thing for all time irrespective of the question 
whether the exigency of the situation demands it or not. There is no 
reason why we should not follow the procedure which is followed in the 
Central Legislature. We should follow the convention which is in use 
there. Of course, I have no personal experience of the Central Legislature 
or of the House of Commons in Great Britain, but so far as I can gather 
from the reports, the same practice is followed everywhere. I think those 
who are holding the reins of administration should not fight «^hy of this, 
procedure at all. They should see that taxation measures are not made 
permanent. As representatives of the people they should not think that 
their only business consists in making their position secure once for all* 
In this respect I do fully agree with the leader of the Nationalist Party 
that taxation measures should be introduced annually and sanction should 
be obtained first. I would appeal to you, Sir, to help this House to adopt 
the procedure which is followed in the Central Legislature. Otherwise it 
is absolutely useless and unreal to discuss the Budget generally. I would 
repeat my request to you, Sir, as the custodian of the rights and privileges 
of this House, to see that henceforth this practice is adopted in the 
Legislature of Bengal too. 

In discussing the Budget generally, I would not discuss the items which 
2re really items for building up the nation. I think it will be a huge joke 
on the House on my part if I discuss all the items. Because when one 
takes the whole Budget looks at it, scrutinises one or two items, 
ke finds one factor looming large and what is that factor? That factor is 
uothing but the problem of supplies of food which means ilie question of 
our existence, the existence of the nation as a whole. So when practically 

whole budget is engrossed with our life and death problem, discussion 
a nation-building department would be nothing but a farce. The people 
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had to live first, then they would discuss the matter of future development; 
but it seems the existence of the nation as a whole is at sfake. I am not 
exaggerating when I say that really our existence is at stake. Behind these 
figures in the Budget there is a dreary picture of want of food, a dreary 
picture of famine and of epidemic, the necessary sequel of famine. One 
who has had experience of the suffering of the people of this province for 
the period since September last would only shudder to think what is in store 
for the future. Those who were lucky enough not to see with their own 
eyes and had not to come in contact with thousands and thousands of people 
who were crying for a morsel of food would not be able to appreciate the 
position in which the country was plunged. Indeed, in one place the 
OSon^ble Minister has remarked “Bengal once so richly dowered with 
Nature’s bounties is today bent double with woe and agony and is a suppliant 
for neighbourly charity”. I can only say that to be a suppliant for 
neighbourly charity means the negation of manhood and it means the nega- 
tion of the elementary right to live. Charity cannot keep a nation living. I 
was connected with some of the organisations for supplying food to the poor 
and some of the gruel kitchens. When I saw people going with bowls in 
their hands for a cup of gruel, I thought within myself — it may be that my 
statement makes me liable for penalty — Ibut nevertheless I thought why these 
people flocked to the gruel kitchens, it would have been more honourable for 
them to resort to robbery and looting than to go to a gruel kitchen for a cup 
of gruel: it is a negation of manhood and is killing the manhood in- the 
nation. Indeed, I did tell some of my friends that these gruel kitchens are 
teaching the people that they have no right to live and that they have to 
live upon the charity of others. I told these people that they should demand 
their food of those who are in charge of the administration and that they 
should cry about that they have the right to live as anybody else and assert 
their right to live not on charity not on this grant of medicine or other things 
Ibut to live on the products of their own toil and enterprise. So when I 
read the catalogue of the organisations and the history of how supjdies were 
given, my heart sinks within myself. Is it really the Budget for a living 
nation or is it the Budget of a nation which consists of beggars who live on the 
charity of others? I would again implore, I would again appeal that the 
nation should not be a nation of beggars but the nation should have 
manhood and should know how to assert its right to live under the Sun. 
Now, Sir, this Civil Supplies Department is, according to the Budget a 
huge organisation. I have some personal experience of the working of this 
machinery in the rural areas but not much of towns. My idea is that this 
machinery is over-burdened with officers and that its upkeep eats up the 
major portion of the huge sum allotted to this department. Very little is 
left really for the people. This department seems to have been created 
without any plan to save the people. Sir, I have come in contact with 
many of the officers who think that they are officers and their supplies are 
therefore assured and secured but the desire to serve, real sympathy for the 
people is wanting in them. Instances are not very rare when complaints 
of corruption and bribery have reached the Government aud I say that I 
have every reason to believe that these charges are not always unfounded. 
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One of the Ministers happened to be present in my town and there was a 
small conference at which some of the officers were also present. I had 
a talk with the Hon’ble Minister about the bribery and corruption and greed, 
not the greed of the profiteers only but the’*greed of the officials too, 
corruption among the officials too. It seemed that desire for greed had 
infected the whole atmosphere of the country. Every one thinks that it is a 
fine time in which to make a fortune out of the distress of the people. 
People are trying to build their fortune on our misfortune and to the Hon’ble 
Minister I said that even your officers who were beyond reproach sometime 
back have succumbed to the temptation and have been corrupted. He asked 
me, “do you mean officers of the position of the Subdivisional Magistrates, 
or higher officers”? I said that I did not know of higher officers but they 
were reported to be of the rank of officers of whom he was speaking. I say, 
Sir, that these officers have succumbed, and if the Hon’ble Minister wants 
to know I could give him the figures and tell the names of the guilty 
officers even in that very conference itself. The Hon’ble Minister told me 
that some of the complaints were true and that some had reached his ears 
also. After this, Sir, what better is expected? If there is this unholy 
alliance between those who are to work the organisation and the profiteers, 
can you expect any good out of this department? The normal trade channel 
has collapsed ; practically it has been stifled out. Of course, I do not say that 
they are all men of virtue; they are siiffering for their own faults. They 
had .their greed too : but not all, but some. But the result has been that 
there has been the total collapse of the normal trade channels with the 
consequence that nowhere do we find any supply today. We find, — of course, 
I do not know the exact source, but I can only surmise — that there has been 
distribution of foodstuffs in the country wffiich is of an absohite rotten 
quality. Where was this foodstuff when the people were dying for want of 
food? Why was not this foodstuff released earlier? A report has reached 
me from an authentic source that this Government has asked some chemists 
of the Government laboratory if any profitable use can be made of the 
rotten rice for any commercial purpose. If expert chemists can find some 
means by which this rotten rice can be used for commer(‘ial purpose — 
rice snatched aw^ay from the hungry mouths of millions, it would be some- 
thing. But the reply they have got from the experts is that the rice is 
absolutely rotten and cannot be converted into useful commercial 
commodity. If it is not so used, the result we know would be to give it to 
the hungry people to eat and invite disease and epidemics. 

In the budget estimate under the head ‘^85A”, the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister has remarked that this head was opened in the current year for the 
expansion of the large scale transaction undertaken by the Government to 
promote healthier marketing condition in respect of certain commodities of 
foodgrains. Personally, I would say that I agree with the Hon’ble Minister 
that a scheme of this kind should be adopted. But there is some defect in 
it, because there is no reality, no real desire to work it out successfully. 
I would ask the Finance Minister if Government have any desire to work 
it. These schemes seem quite all right on paper; there is nothing want- 
ing about it. But if the question be put — has it really resulted in 
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the healthier growth of the condition of foodgrains — theif reply would be 
simply an emphatic ^^no’\ Whatever statements are made here — whatever 
statements are made in the press, whatever communiques are issued we know 
that they are mere eyewash — mere propaganda. We know what is the real 
condition of the people. People have no confidence in the Government and 
the Government have no confidence in the people. I say this because we 
find that in the working out of the schemes of food supply Government did 
not ask for the co-operation of the non-officials at all. If they had asked 
for the co-operation of the non-officials, I can assure them that it would have 
been available to them in plenty and still it is available to them 
in plenty : people are anxious to serve to solve the food pro- 
blem irrespective of party politics. The problem of food is outside the 
party politics. It is the problem of the whole nation. But no 
co-operation has ever been sought for from the non-officials. I do 
not speak from theory. I am one of those who offered his co-operation; but 
the officials are afraid of us : if we go into the organisation perhaps the back 
door policy and bribery and corruption wonld be stopped. So they do not 
like that we should be in the organisation. No non-official co-operation was 
sought for. So I say Government have no confidence in the people and the 
people have no confidence in the administration and we are moving in a 
vicious circle. This proposition of promoting healthier marketing condition 
therefore cannot materialise. What is the condition in the rural 
areas? Of course, in Calcutta there is rationing and in some of 
the mufassil urban areas rationing is being introduced, but there is no 
rationing in the villages uptil now, and irrespective of the question whether 
rationing introduced has been a success or not, so far as the present condition 
of the country is concerned, people are shaky and very panicky. They do 
not know what would happen. They are apprehending a situation similar 
to that of last year. Foodgrains do not come sufficiently in the markets and 
at the same time from the various reports we find, the reports may be base- 
less or may have some foundations, that Government are making huge pur- 
chases — 

Mn W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Sir, may I interrupt the Leader of the 
Opposition to raise a point of privilege? It is a privilege of this House 
annually to discuss the Budget and truly it is a breach of privilege of the 
House if the Hon’ble Ministers be not present here to listen to the. discussion. 
The Leader of the Opposition has been talking about foodstuff's and the 
famine and I have not seen the Minister of Civil Supplies throughout the 
Budget discussion and even the Finance Minister himself was absent for a 
short wffiile. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is a very important point of privilege that 
has been raised by Mr. Laidlaw. It may be that Government are taking 
notes of the various points raised by the members of the Opposition, but 
Government should realise one fact that this House does not vote on Budget 
items. So this House does not get an opportunity of expressing its views 
on them. Therefore, it is probably desirable that the Hon’ble Ministers in 
iffiarge of different departments should be present as far as possible, so that 
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they Bright reply to the various points raised by members in addition to a 
general reply which would be given by the Hon'ble the Einanie Minister, 

May I know the views of the Leader of the House in this matter ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bati^dur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, I have been taking exhaustive notes of the discussion to be handed over 
to the Hon'ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but at the same time I hope you appreciate that 
the Hon’ble Ministers’ presence is sometimes necessary. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy was away from Calcutta. He came only yesterday and 
he is perhaps very busy with other urgent work regarding food supplies. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Sir, as you have very rightly said that we do 
not get opportunity to discuss the Budget separately and that this is the 
only occasion when members get an opportunity of discussing various 
matters, one by one. My honourable friend just now said that Mr. 
Suhrawardy has come and is engaged with other urgent work, perhaps think- 
ing that this discussion is not sufficiently important. But this reply in 
another place would not have been satisfactory. I do not think there his 
reply would be acceptable. Therefore, through you, Sir, who is the custodian 
of the rights of the House, I request that at any rate during the Budget dis- 
cussions for these two or three days every Hon’ble Minister should make 
it a point to be present in this House and listen to the suggestions of the 
members of the House. 

Khan Bhadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, I entirely agree with what 
Mr. Laidlaw has said, and it is very depressing for members to find that the 
Ministers are absent as they do not feel any encouragement to speak 
out their minds. It is no use my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain’s saying that he is taking exhaustive notes. He may 
be taking very exhaustive notes. As a matter of fact, the official reporters 
are also taking verhafim, reports of speeches. But will the Ministers read 
the speeches or the notes? They have never done that. The only thing 
that they can be expected to do is to have some impression after hearing the 
members so that they can speak out their minds. But, if they do not 
avail themselves of this impression even, I do not think it is any use 
our trying to speak either for or against Government, for that would tarta- 
mount to speaking in the wilderness. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope the Hon’ble the Leader of the House will 
realise one fact that not only the Opposition but also the supporters of 
Government have the same feeling about the absence of the Hon’ble 
Ministers. I hope you will kindly convey this information to your Hon’bie 
colleagues. 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HDSAlNs 

Yes, Sir, I will do so. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I was going to suggest that on a previous 
occasion when the then Hon^ble Finance Minister — I think it was 
Mr. Suhrawardy who was then Finance Minister — went away during the 
Budget discussion, the House was adjourned for 20 minutes till he came 
back. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The Hon’ble the Finance Minister is here. 

Mri HUMAYUN KABIR: But just now we are discussing a subject 
which relates to the Civil Supplies Department, and therefore the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the department ought to be present in the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Reply to the general discussion on the Budget is 
generally given by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, but as the food problem 
has assumed undue importance this year, the presence of the Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department is desirable, and am I assured by 
the Hon’ble the Leader of the House that he will request his colleague the 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department to attend tomorrow ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahachir Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I think, he is away 
from Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No, he has come back. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, as a matter of fact, it has not 
inspired the confidence of the people. It has not stabilised the market in 
the least. People had no faith in the measures taken by the Government. 
In the same district I have observed difterent prices in dih'erent parts. 
It is not only that the jirioes differ in different districts but 
even in the same district prices vary. It depends not upon the failure 
of the Government but upon the surroundings and circumstances of each 
area. Practically, the market has not been stabilised in the least. In some 
of the urban areas in Ea.st Bengal, I can speak from personal knowledge, 
rice is not available in the towns. It is available in the rural areas. 
Rice sellers do not come to the markets. They roam with loads of rice on 
their shoulders from house to house, or if anybody takes the trouble to 
requisition rice from the villages, then they came from the villages with their 
loads of rice. They do not come to the urban areas. Why? Because, if 
they come to the market, they will be forced by some of these officers to 
sell the rice to the officers or their supporters at any price they dictate. 
It is better for them to have a free market, to attend to other customers 
than their usual ones. I tell it and I tell it very frankly, Sir, that these 
officers who are there for supplying articles and who are for affording supplies 
to the people never inspire these men with confidence ; they are rather looked 
upon with suspicion. There is a general talk among officers and we 
have been heal'd the people saying that if a general line officer were 
transferred to the Civil Supply Department, he would come back as a most 
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fortunate man when he returned from that department. So, Sir, as to the 
effect of all this also Government should take note : it is not at all 
desirable. It may be said that the war condition has contributed to this 
economic disruption of the country. Now, Sir, Bengal is a province which 
is on the frontier, in the wa» zone and on the border of an enemy-occupied 
country. But that is not a fact which was not known to the Ministry : 
it was known to them all through and anybody holding the reins of 
administration should have forethought that the problem of supply would 
be an important problem to face in the war zone. Bengal is todaj^ in the 
war done. Of all the provinces in India the situation of Bengal is very 
peculiar. So, the exigency of the war can be no excuse. If we compare 
Bengal’s position with countries which are actually engaged in war, for 
instance the United Kingdom, we find that when the war actually broke 
out there England had provided for the food of the people for years; but 
here, Sir, it appears that the Government was merely toying with the 
situation. This problem of food they thought was a commercial 
concern; they thought perhaps at first that it was a concern in which for 
the time being people might make some fortune and the result of that has 
been that some fortunes have been built up at the cost of the death of 
thousands of our unhappy countrymen. And it has a far-reaching debilitat- 
ing efl'ect on the rest of the population which was left to survive. Sir, what 
hts been effect of this bungling of the food situation in this country? If 
you go to any part of the rural areas of Bengal you would find that the 
class of people who used to be strong and sturdy have become weak and have 
lost their vitality for work. The labour pojjulation has become deci- 
mated and emaciated. Sir, today we are also talking of the “Grow 
More Food” campaign. Sir, food will not grow by pasting posters in the 
cinema houses here and there and in the crossing of roads. Food has to 
be grown by human hand, but that human agency is lacking in the country. 
If any one would go to the rural areas, he would not be able to find any 
agricultural labourer. The labour population has been considerably 
reduced on account of deaths due to starvation and its concomitant factor, 
disease, which they could not resist. Sir, I am a man who lives in the town 
but for a considerable period of time I also remain in the rural areas. I 
have travelled through villages and have found many of the villagers to have 
been pitiably shrunk down on account of under-nourishment. Medicine is 
being distributed now. In our part of East Bengal th^re are some military 
units Woking in the matter of distributing medicines and I am glad to admit 
that they have been doing wonderful work. In my own district these 
units are working. But medicines cannot save under-fed men. It 
cannot save the lives of the people: it may cure disease but unless food is 
given one cannot survive. Then, Sir, speaking of the craftsmen who used 
to follow the various crafts for their livelihood do not now find any crafts : 
they are also dying. Various classes of people who used to follow various 
classes of crafts are dying and their number has been reduced to a consider- 
able extent. There is another problem facing us. In our country there is 
uo scientific cattle-breeding. In other countries there is scientific 
breeding — countries which know how to live. The cattle in this country 
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is not of a high- quality. There is dearth of cattle and there is not sufficient 
cattle for agricultural purposes. This is a problem which should be care* 
iuUy considered. We talk of ‘‘Grow More Food” cjimpaign — ^we talk of 
improvement of agriculture. But in agriculture human agency is labour 
and animal agency is cattle — both are wanting. With both wanting theie 
should be no talk of “Grow More Food” campaign. I have been informed 
that shortly an order would be promulgated under the Defence of India Act 
under which people will not be able to leave any land fallow — without culti* 
vation. This, Sir, is a healthy measure. Not a single inch of land should be 
allowed to remain fallow. But mere introduction of this rule will not do^ 
Land must be ploughed, crop must be grown, simply the semblance of the 
growth will not do. Government should apply its mind to meet this prollem. 
Merely publication of posters will not do. They must see that there is 
intensive cultivation to make the “Grow More Food” campaign successful. 
They must supply good seeds, they must supply good manure necessary for 
healthy growth of crops. They cannot make the “Grow More Food” 
campaign a success by mere posting placards here and there and making a 
few propaganda lectures. People should be taught to grow healthier crops. 
They should go to the rural areas and educate the rural population on the 
subject of agriculture and they must themselves know how to educate the 
rural population. There are vast tracts which can be reclaimed and released 
in the Sundarbans and other areas. These should he released and redaimed 
and brought under cultivation. Let this campaign be real “Grow More 
Food” campaign and not a campaign of job-hunters and a few propaganda 
here and there. Propaganda alone will not do. Propaganda cannot save 
the lives of the people 

Mft PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, how long will you take to finish your 
speech ? 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA; 1 shall finish in a few minutes. Now, 
it may be said that war has raised various exigencies and the Provincial 
Government is not in a position to meet all the exigencies of the situation. 
I do agree with that. But it will be the duty of the Government to make a 
demand from the Centre to render aid to the Government of Bengal in 
this abnormal situation. 

I will not take any more time of the House. It is not necessary to discuss 
the other items of the Budget. I have already said it would be absolutely 
unreal to discuss any other problem now. The only problem is the pToblem 
of our existence as a nation, living as a nation, problem of feeding the 
nation. We have a right to live and we shall live. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROPHA DUTT: Mr. President, Sir, I must congra- 
tulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister on bis boldness in presenting an 
unusual Budget in these extraordinary and emergent times, but I cannot 
refrain from making a few observations. 

The Hon^ble Mr. Goswanii has been at pains to explain the huge deficit 
to satisfy some of the sectional interests by setting apart Hs. 5 lakhs 
f year for Scheduled Castes education, Es. 1 lakh for communnl harmony, 
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and ao on and so forth. Even in this House 1 have heard speeches by 
members for and against the Government toucliing such interests. 
Mr. Barua raised the question of education of Buddhist minorities, 
but nobody has spoken on behalf of us, the womeiTof Bengal, who represent 
more than 50 per cent, of all sections of the population — Hindus, Muslims, 
Christians, Scheduled Castes, etc. Has any sum of money been ear-marked 
by the Finance Minister for the extention of priinarj^ education amongst 
girls or has any provision been made for making such education compulsory 
amongst girls in this province? 

The Hon’ble Minister for Local vSelf-Government Department in the 
course of a reply in this House once said that there were 170 women medical 
practitioners in Bengal with a populalioii of nearly 05 millions and when 
questioned further he stated that he would consider Ihc (question )t providing 
more facilities for training of women in ilie medical line. Has any provision 
heen made for the encouragement of young educated women in this })rovince 
to take to the medical profession in this time (»f wides])read distress when 
epidemics arc raging in various i)arts of Bengal amongst womenfolk and 
children specially? Is it not yet u])parent to the (xovernmeiit tliat money 
should be spent for training a large number of women as heal Hi visitors 
and nurses even by giving allowain-es, scholaiships in all the district hospi- 
tals of Bengal, and if necessary, by opening siudi Health Visitors’ Training 
Schools ill 10 or 15 selected towns? The most im[)ortant need of the hour 
is to confer the benefit of expert medical help at the time of (‘hild-birth 
and the provision of improved maternity honu's in every district and sub- 
divisional centres of Bengal should have been provided with a good share 
ol the piovincial revenue. 1 want to draw the ])articular attention of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister of Bengal in this direction. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN; Mr. President, 
Sir, unlike my previous speaker, T am sorry, I cannot congratulate the 
Hoii’ble the Finance Ministei' on his performance. I do not know" on what 
ground my friend has congratulated him. We all know- that the Budget 
presented by him is a deficit Budget of Tls. IH crores, a little less than the 
whole provincial revenue of Bengal. In my opinion, the Budget for 1944-15 
is the same old melancholy bile of privations, national agony and new 
taxation which we have been w itnessing from year to year. And, Sir, I do 
not know how long and in how^ many w"ays this province is going to suffer. 
Ihere is shortage of food, shortage of clothing, shortage, in fact, of every- 
thing, whether it is the product of this province or imported from outside. 
Even coal which is the monopoly of this province is not sufficiently available 
to the people here. Sir, though famine conditions have to a large extent 
subsided now by the grace of the Almighty God, yet everyone admits that 
hundreds of thousands of people are either still dying of starvation or are 
not getting two square meals a day and are living in almost half-naked con- 
dition. Nature is not unkind to the province; and is fertile and She given 
ns two bumper crops every year. The mineral resources of our province are, 
Ihink, greater than those of some provinces combined together. Therefore, 
34 
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in my humble opinion if the people here are still living in wretched condi- 
tion, it is due to maladministration of the province for the last 20 years by 
the so-called representatives of the people, that is, since the time when the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Ref arms were introduced in Bengal. Sir, in spite ol 
sincere advice from almost all quarters an all-Party Government has not 
been formed; and in its place one-Party Government is functioning, which 
are only anxious to reserve for themselves all loaves and fishes of office. Sir, 
a few years ago when the Provincial Autonomy was introrluced in India, 
the Congress which was in absolute majority in some provinces and whose 
members were not after loaves and fishes of office, formed an cnie-Party 
Government, and there was a hue and cry all over India against it. But, 
now when there is war emergency, one-Party Government is not onl^ 
supported but advocated. The funny thing is this that the Party which hati 
formed one-Party Government is not in majority, and it has to look to others 
who have their votes in the Legislature but who have little influence outside 
the Legislature and are therefore not helpful to the Party in ameliorating 
the pitiable condition of the people at this critical juncture. Sir, the House 
will probably remember that Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, a stauncl; 
supporter of Government, hinted about nepotism and corruption in the 
» General Administration of the ])rovince since last 7 years when the Provin- 
cial Autonomy was introduced, and he appealed to the Ministers to look intc 
this state of things. But I do not know how they can take elective steps te 
check these all-round abuses, as they are afraid that thereby they may noi 
get the co-operation of their supporters. 

Sir, Congress members did not take office for any monetary consideratioi 
as they wanted to serve the people and not to be served at public expense, 
They were always prepared to resign from their position if the country did 
not require their services. In spite of vehement opposition even from then 
own party, the Congress Government introduced complete Prohibition in 
Bombay at the cost of millions of Excise Revenue, and they did not cun 
whether they were thrown out of their office or not. They wanted to ih 
their duty at all costs. But here it is quite a different thing altogether. 
The party which is in power thinks as if public service is its monopoly 
and it cannot get out. It can swallow any bitter pills of humiliation against 
its conscience as the love of position does not allow it to go out of office, 
Sir, it has been suggested that the Meston Settlement, and the Neimeyei 
Award are responsible for the pre,sen1 economic, break-down of Bengal, becaust 
the recommendations made by vSir Otto were not carried out. The sub 
vention recommended by him was not accei)ted by the Centre and not a rupe( 
was paid in terms of the subvention. Of the jute duty that was recom- 
mended, only 62^ per cent, was allowed and the Centre treated Bengal in a 
step-motherly fashion. But, Sir, I ask: who is responsible for this? Is it 
not a fact that our present Prime Minister, Sir Nazimuddin, was the Educa- 
tion Minister at the time and was he not also a member of the Executive 
Council of the Governor of Bengal? Was he not, I may say, the good boy 
of Sir John Anderson? Certainly, he enjoyed full confidence of the Gover- 
nors at that time. He had a great influence over Sir Stanley Jackson and 
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Sir Jolm Anderson. Did he protest to the Centre against this injustice? 
Did he ever utter a word that if Bengal was treated in that fashion he would 
resign? Was he prepared to bid goodbye to his position and take the puiblic 
into his confidence? I think certainly not. And, therefore, if the Niemeyer 
Award is now said to be instrumental for the economic breakdown of Bengal, 

I may say that it is only our so-called leaders, our public-spirited represen- 
tatives who are responsible for it. I think that if the Punjab or Bombay 
were treated in this way by Sir Otto Niemeyer or by Lord Meston, then the 
whole province would have risen in revolt and all the people of the province 
would have stood by the Ministry and compelled the Centre to give 
in. Now, Sir, it has been suggested by Mr. Gladding, the leader of the 
European Party in the other House, and I do not know what their leader in 
this House will say, that a subvention must be asked for by Government from 
the Centre, that is, that this Government should appeal to the Central Gov- 
ernment to give them not loans but a subsidy and loans so far given must 
be wiped out. I ask my friends if they think that any appeal made by the 
present Government in this behalf will be accepted by the Central Govern- 
ment. In my opinion, unless all of us join together, the Centre will not 
allow any substantial subvention or subsidy to this province. I am afraid, 
however, that the present Ministry will not take any such serious step as it 
may jeopardise their position and it may cost them their office. 
Therefore, they will introduce new taxes and increase them. 

Sir, no province in India has had a sales tax imposed upon 
it, but in Bengal we find that not only is there a sales tax but the incidence 
of this taxation is going to be increased. Ijast year it yielded about 90 lakhs; 
this year it has yielded 2 crores but this revenue has come not from the rich 
merchants or shopkeepers as is wrongly asserted by the supporters of the 
(lovernment. It is obvious that the shopkeepers are not at all hit by it; as 
it is, the poor people of this famine-stricken iirovince will bear the burden. 

It is true that poor man’s clothing has been exempted from this tax but 
there are hundreds of other necesvsities of life such as medicines, household 
utensils, etc., which are purchased by almost all persons everyday and they 
will all pay this double tax. Shopkeepers will either add this tax in cash 
memos or proi)ortioiiately incre.^-’c the price so as to be able to pay this tax 
not from their own pockets but from the pockets of their customers. There 
is no denying the fact that the present Ministry do not care for the poor 
nuyats : they only want to govern the country at all cost as so-called 
representatives of the people. With these words, I resume my seat. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR, Mr. President, Sir, I confess I have a feeling 
uf sympathy for the Hon’ble Finance Minister in the task with which he is 
laced today. This is the more so because the Ilon’ble Finance Minister of 
today does , not command that respect or support from the public to which 
nt one time his abilities, his talents and his services to the country entitled 
He has yet some reserves of old credit to live down, and I am all the 
sorrier for him that he should squander old goodwill by persisting in a 
luistaken course instead of admitting his own blunder and resuming the 
Career which he has so wilfully destroyed. He comes here today with a 
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Budget which cannot by even the farthest stretch of imagination be regarded 
as progressive or beneficial to the province. He had a very brilliant past 
and was one from whom the country expected much. Today, through 
circumstances into the details of which I need not go, he finds himself in a 
company which I think he will himself admit is neither commendable nor 
glorious (Khan Bahadur M. A, Momin: Whyp), Because it is a com- 

pany which has never done any service to the country, because it is a com- 
pany that looks up to the British bureaucracy and its favour for all its show 
of power and prestige. His whole Budget today is wrong — the whole Budget 
from the beginning to end is wrong. He comes before this House with a 
Budget which threatens us with further burdens of taxation — impositions 
which are vague and indefinite. He hopes lo raise 10 crores more revenue 
than was raised in the two preceding years by this imposition in addition to 
what has been raised before. I confess, Sir, 1 ani ajjpalled at the dreary 
prospect which he has laid ojieii before us. 1 am also forced to ask if this 
prospect has behind it any redeeming feature. Is there any hope that the 
increased receipts from this taxation are going to be spent for the poor? 
If the money is going to relieve the distress of fhe i)eople, there may be some- 
thing to say in favour of it. But the actual conduct of this Government 
which has been in office for a little less than a year makes all such hopes 
illusory. The record of Ihese 11 monilis is uot only a record of failure, 
but also a record of callousness — record of utter indifference to the suffer- 
ings of the people. It is even lacking in the decencies of political life, 
of 

Khan Bahadur M, A. MOMIN: What about the Government of the pre- 
vious year? 

MTi HUMAYUN KABIR: I am surprised at the intenaiptioiis of my 
honourable and revered friend. Khan Bahadur Momin is not wanting in 
criticisms of the activities of the present Government wlienever tliey are 
wrong, although he is a member of tlie Government party. My only (juarrel 
is that he criticises the Government but remains silent and is not prepared to 
follow up his criticism to its logical conclusion and go against the Govern- 
ment, as we have all along done vvlienever we have found the Government 

whatever Government was in power — go wrong. Why does not my lionour- 
able friend act u]) to his criticism and force bis will on the i)resent Govern- 
ment? Why does he not compel them to take measures a(*cording to his 
advice and follow his way of thinking and do things which are its obvious 
duties? 

As I said a moment ago, the record of the Government in the last 11 or 
12 months has been very dismal indeed. The first grave charge against this 
Government is in respect of the false pronouncement with which it started 
its tenure of ofiice. On the 5th of May, Mr. Suhrawardy after assuming 
charge as the Civil Supplies Minister told this province that there was no 
deficit. He said that there was plenty of foodstuffs in this province and thaf 
assurance was repeated time and again. That assurance was again 
repeated by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in the Howrah Town Hall. 
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He assured tlie people that there was enough of foodstuffs and that it was 
only a question of proper distribution and proper arrangement, liquefying 
the stocks of the hoarders. In March last year, we brought a motion to 
declare the province of Bengal a deficit province ; but my honourable friends 
on my left, members of the Eurojjean party, opposed the motion saying 
tliat there was no shortage,'"in spite of the fact that the price of rice was 
rising and Calcutta was overflown with hunger-marchers. I have already 
told the House on another occasion that it was to the credit of the hunger- 
marchers who by coming to Calcutta had saved tliemselves and saved 
Bengal. Today, there is again a 'move to- prevent 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Mr. Kabir, I hope you remember the time-limit. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR S I hope, Sii*, 15 minutes. 

As I was saying, Sir, there is now a move to prevent the hunger-marchers 
from coming back to Calcutta. 1 can (juite understand the anxiety of my 
friends on the left and the present Government that there should not be any 
repetition of the scenes of last year. That was a tale of disgrace. The 
suffering of the people was grievous, but even w'orse was the conspiracy of 
secrecy. It was a conspiracy to conceal the fact that people were dying on 
the streets of Calcutta. Once the hunger-marchers came and died on the 
streets of Calcutta, it was no longer j)Ossible for Mr. Suhravvardy or for any- 
body else to say that there was no deficit. The wliole world knew of it. 
The whole world knows how the people were reduced to a state which 
made it diflBcult to recognise them as human heings. I am going into the 
past history to show how that situation was created as a result of the so- 
called food drive. If the Government follow' the same pioiedure as they 
did last year, a more serious crisis wdll come over this province and the signs 
are already there. lu spite of bum])er (*ro])s, the price of ri(‘e is going up 
in the rural areas. In the mofussil you cannot get ri(‘e at less than Rs. 
(Mr. Ranajit Pal Cnowmiimy : At Rs. 22 ). Yes, so I was saying at not 
less than Rs. 20 a maund. And this is the position today, in the month of 
February when the crop has not yet left entirely the hands of the cultivators. 
I shudder to think what will ha])pen this year. The (;alamity might be far 
greater this year than last year. T ask Goveniment whether they are going 
to pursue the same policy as they did last year, namely, the policy of food 
drive and liquefying the stock. We know' the results of the food drive; 
we know how foodstuffs were brought from the rural areas to Calcutta and 
how they were allowed to go underground in a mysterious manner. Gov- 
ernment can follow a person from Calcutta to Bombay and know if the man 
travels in a particular train. They can ascerfain whatever they want to 
ascertain. They claim to know even our thoughts and punish persons for 
only entertaining ideas. And yet this Government with their numerous 
officers cannot find where thousands of maunds of rice are gone. They 
cannot unearth this rice, wheat and other foodstuffs which are 
whisked away and disappear altogether. A reference has been 

made by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta to corruption as the canker of the 
^administration, and, Sir, if that canker is not removed, it is useless for the 
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Government to make verbal professions. I would remind the House of 
an English saying that ‘‘the Herring rots from the head^’. The adminis- 
.tration in Bengal is rotten at the head. Unless the rot at the top is removed, 
it is impossible for any officer or Hon’ble Minister to try to reform th«r 
subordinates, because they may be faced with the retort that they were 
following the precedents of their superiors. The rot must be stopped from 
the head. If the food drive is again started in the rural areas and if these 
stocks are brought to Calcutta, we may face consequences more serious 
than last year. 

The Hon^ble the Finance Minister has in his 8i)eech made some refer- 
ence to the procurement of the foodgrains and difficulty in distribution. 

He has spoken of the difficulty of reaching food to the areas where it was 
most needed. I myself find that the problem exists today in an exaggerated 
form. Any attempt on the part of Government to take the stock away 
from the cultivators who actually need it to urban areas is fraught with very 
grave danger. If the Government want to succeed in their scheme, they 
should be able to procure and store food in selected areas and then distribute 
it as the situation arises. Everywhere, we are trying today to persuade the 
cultivators and the villagers to be self-sufficient as far as possible. If every 
union and every thana is made self-sufficient, then and then alone is there 
some hope for the rural areas. Otherwise even the story of their sufferings 
will not reach the people abroad, especially now when a new law has been 
promulgated by which the destitute persons are i)revented from coming to 
Calcutta. 

This is the picture, Sir, this is the background against which we have to 
judge the activities of the present Ministry. They have failed signally to 
cope with the situation with which Bengal was faced last year. It was an 
unprecedented situation no doubt; but by their commissions and omissions, 
by their blatant assertion that there was surplus when actually there was no 
surplus, by their unmeaning repetition of their Master’s voice from the 
House of Commons, the incorrigible Mr. Amery, tliey have done more harm 
to the people of Bengal than perhaps any other Ministry or individual or 
Government in the course of the unfortunate history of this country for the 
last two hundred years. If in the months of July and August last they had 
organised relief and caused relief to come from abroad, the situation would 
have been otherwise. But they kept on repeating that there was no deficit 
and that there was surplus and the result was that no help came from any 
foreign source, neither from England nor from America nor even from the 
surplus provinces in India. It was only towards the end of Se})tember, after 
thousands of people — ^why thousands, I might say millions of people — had 
died, that the Government awoke to the fact of deficit. Then they admitted 
the famine conditions of the country and help began to pour in duidng the 
months of October and November. If that help had come to Bengal in the 
months of June, July and August, I am confident. Sir, and I think all honour- 
able members will agree with me that if that help had come in the months of 
June, July and August, these unfortunate people would not have died. The 
death of these two, three or four millions of people — I do not know .the exact 
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number, neither Government knows nor anybody else, and it is not possible 
to make an exact estimate, but even on modest estimate it will not be per- 
haps less .than five millions — would have been averted. I submit, Sir, that 
the Ministry will be held responsible for the death of five millions of people. 
They died on their own lands, they died on their own soil crying for redress. 
The Ministry cannot deny tliflt but for their foolish policy in persisting that 
there was no deficit, outside help and outside charity would have come to the 
rescue of these unfortunate people and they would not have died. 

If the Ministry want to do some good to the people, let them not be 
callous, let them rise to the height of the occasion and let them seek the 
co-operation of all parties, even the parties which are in opposition to them. 
My honourable friend, Mr. Kamani Kumar Diitta, has suggested that the 
non-official members have found that even when they offered co-operation, 
it was not accepted by the Government and the Government went its own 
way. The Government’s plea is that the people hoarded last year. There 
was certainly hoarding, but Government was the greatest hoarder, and they 
boarded while the people starved. At Naogann, 20,000 maunds of rice were 
kept in stock by Government while thousands of people were dying there. At 
Jessore, more than one lakh maund of rice was held in stock by Government 
when the people there were dying like fleas, and today that rice has been 
thrown into the market. The members of this House know from their per- 
sonal experience that the rice which is thrown into the market is rotten rice 
released from the stores hoarded by Government. This rice is often unfit 
for human consumption. In my areas, people have given it a new name. 
It is not rice for cows, not rice for horses but rice for elephants ! They 
suggest that perhaps elephants alone may be able to consume this poor 
quality of rice. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has referred to the fact that 
Government are making a chemical analysis of this rice in order to find if 
any proper use can be made of it. The present Government are able to go on 
in this way because there is no chance of any general election now. This pro- 
tects them from the condemnation and fury of the people. But, Sir, I would 
make a special a])peal to the TTon’ble the Finance Minister to reconsider his 
own position once more. He has sonie credit to live down even now. Still 
some finer feelings are left in him. I ask him: how can he associate him- 
self with an administration which is responsible for the death of five 
millions of men, women and children of this province through no fault of 
theirs, through no natural calamity but merely through the maladministra- 
iion of a Government which was pitchforked into office by a person about 
whom the less said the better. 

Sir, this is the position. The reason why I am emphasising this point 
is: that unless steps are taken even now, then a worse calamity might befall 
Bengal. No amount of discussion about '‘the Grow More Food” campaign 
will do 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, your time is up. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; I am under the impression that I began at 
2-flO and have spoken for ten minutes only. 



286 GENEEAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [ 28 th Feb., 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. But I give you 5 minutes more. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Thank you, Sir. I find that this ‘^Grow 
More Food” business is confined to the (compound of the quarters of Gov- 
ernment officials, or in a few yards, and strips of land lying on either side 
of the road. This does not suggest that Government have taken the business 
seriously; they are simply tinkering with the problem. Every one who 
travels in the countryside knows that there are waste lands to be found on 
either side of the roads which are not utilised for cultivation. Why does 
not the Government try to acquire the.se lands? They ought to take up 
these waste lands and jungles and utilise them for cultivation immediately 
and grow foodgrains there. The Floud Commission Beport tells us that in 
Bengal one-third of the arable area is not cultivated. Why does not the 
Government undertake to see tluit they are brought under cultivation by the 
owners themselves with help of the Government? If the owners are not 
prepared to cultivate them, in tliat case di'cs ilu' Government contemplate 
the acquisition of these lands and farming them out? Here is a concrete 
suggestion, Sir, by which Government may increase the food supply for the 
province by undertaking measures for the cultivation of areas not under 
actual cultivation even though they are arable. 

T might refer to one other matter in this connection. Tffie Government 
of India have iini>orted some scientific, appliances and scientists from Russia- to 
combat locusts. Sir, it is known to all that Russia has made a tremendous 
advance in the development of food crops in the last 15 years. Is this Gov- 
ernment prepared to get help from Russia? After all, Russia is an Allied 
country: it is a member of the Ignited Nations. Are Government prepaied 
to send young men, Hindus and Mnssalmans of this province — five hundred 
young men from Bengal to Russia to be trained for six months or a year and 
come back and contribute to the improvement of the cultivation of this 
province? Will Government invite Russian hel]) to find out the proper 
utilisation of the resources of this country ? 

You are looking at the clock, Sir, and my time is almost up. I will cxin- 
clude by referring to the grievance, to wliich Sir, you also were pleased to 
lend a patient hearing. I am refening to the faci, that in this House we 
have no opportunity of discu.ssing the details of the Budget. In the course 
of 15 to 20 minutes, we have to compress whatever we have to say. But in 
this way, a very valued privilege of the House has been taken away. We 
have a Budget — a Budget which is unreal to us. We talk about it but we 
cannot vote for or against it. We do not discuss the supplies at all. I 
suggest to the Hon’ble Finance Minister that in this way, a valued right has 
been denied to the House. If supplies were brought before the House, 
each item would have to be mentioned. In discussing these items, we 
would get greater opportunity of expressing our opinion and making our 
voice felt. I am sure that my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Molnin, even 
though he might differ with me in other respects, will be at one with me in 
this matter. This House will have in that case a greater voice in controlling 
supplies and in directing the actual items of expenditure out of the revenues 
of this province. 
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Ab my time is up, Sir, I must conclude with these remarks. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Mr. President, Sir, Like 
jny friend Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, I am also unable 
to compliment the Hon’ble thd* Finance Minister “on the Grow More Food’’ 
campaign to which reference has been made in his Budget statement. I 
would have congratulated him if he had initiated a “Dig More Graves” 
campaign, for our past experience shows that there is a greater necessity for 
digging more graves in Bengal than for growing more food. (The Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain: What campaign? Eai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee: “Dig More Graves” campaign.; It is 
difficult to resist one’s emotion when one looks at the gloomy Budget 
estimates presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. I am not one of 
those who passionately look for a surplus Budget. I am in entire agreement 
with the Finance Minister that the State is not only Force, it is also Service. 
But the Budget, as presented, shows the claws of coercion and not flie 
avenues of service. Hence I call it gloomy — gloomy for the country as a 
whole. The first thing that strikes me is the unusual expenditure on every 
front. It does not speak well of the Government to be tied down to the 
charriotr-wheels of expenditure born of emergency conditions due to war. 
I’lie expenses in connection with the steps taken to deal with famine in 
Bengal should primarily be the concern of the Central Government and of 
His Majesty’s Government. Bengal being the spring-board for an offensive 
against Japan, steps leading to the procurement of supplies of foodstuffs and 
the dispensing of relief to the famine-stricken people have been necessitated 
primarily by war conditions, and it is unfair to commit the Provincial 
Eevenues to such colossal expenditure on that account. The subvention from 
the Centre should come not by way of loan but as a gift to meet such unfore- 
seen expenditure. The terrible cost of living in Bengal is undoubtedly the 
direct result of war conditions which do not concern the Provincial Govern- 
ment. The huge expenditure by the Provincial Government to meet war 
emergencies is amazing, the more so when it is considered that Provincial 
Autonomy is the pronounced feature of the Constitution Act. The Budget 
provides melancholy reading from the constitutional point of view. The 
Central Government seem to dictate at every step, but they are not agreeable 
to bear the financial responsibilities. They have stifled Provincial Autonomy 
and provincial revenues so that the provinces may not stand erect for some 
time to come. It is not complimentary on the part of the Provincial Govern- 
ment, principally the Ministry, to have drained the province dry at the 
bidding of the Central Government. It is doubtless ominous for Bengal. 

I congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the chaste and elegant 
diction of his Budget statement and the new schemes which he has adumbrat- 
ed to supplement the so-called nation-building activities of the Government, 
but I cannot compliment him on his method of approach to the various 
problems with which Bengal is confronted at the present moment. The 
Budget Estimates presented by the Finance Minister is, as I have said, full 
of gloomy forebodings. It is, to put in a nutshell, a “Beg, borrow or tax 
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budget, or in other words, the present Ministry propose to carry on 
administration of the province by begging, borrowing or by taxing a people, 
already over-burdened with taxes. He seems to take his stand on the 
celebrated dictum that taxation is “an engine of social and national policy”. 
It is an economic principle which is hardly suitable for this poor country 
where the average income per capita is Rs. 66 annually, that is, Rs. 5-8 per 
month. It is all very well to enunciate theoretical principles and tenets but. 
it is a di:fferent thing altogether to apply them to practice. The prevailing 
conditions, political, social and economic and various other factors have got 
to be taken into account before resorting to taxation. Administration by 
taxation is the worst form of Government. No civilised country in the world 
relies for its day to day administration upon revenues derived from taxation. 
It is universally agreed that the famine conditions prevailing in Bengal are- 
largely responsible for the depletion of her finances. The past was bad 
enough, the present is gloomy and the future is equally dark and uncertain. 

The Hon^ble the Finance Minister would have done well to look within 
and to have suggested retrenchments in the ministerial sphere by foregoing 
the costly paraphernalia with which the province has been saddled. There* 
can be no gain-saying the fact that the administration has become top-heavy. 
If eight Ministers with no Parliamentary Secretaries to assist them could 
manage the various departments a year ago, there is absolutely no justifica- 
tion whatsoever for having 13 Ministers, 13 Parliamentary Secretaries and a 
number of Whips to run the Ministerial chariot at the cost of the poor tax- 
payer It is well known that Parliamentary Secretaries have no administra- 
tive functions; they can only reply to questions in the Legislature. For only 
replying to questions on behalf of the Ministers, the Province has been made- 
to maintain 13 Parliamentary Secretaries ! The Ministry may have the 
power of squandering away public money ; they have the opportunities of 
abusing their power; but there is no reason why the nation should tolerate 
such prodigal waste of public money for political sport. The innumerable 
appointments on the administrative side on the plea of “war conditions 
without any reference to merit but in strict adherence to the canons of 
political gambling and party domination are making a large draw on the 
Provincial Exchequer, much of which is unjustifiable. It is sickening, it 
is distressing that political morale has sunk so low that public money is not 
considered a trust for the nation’s welfaie but a fund for individual and 
party aggrandisement. The Budget unfolds the depressing tale of un- 
conscionable and unjustifiable expenditure undertaken with a view to 
stabilising party ascendancy in utter disregard of national development. 
This criminal waste of public money without a national policy of develop- 
ment calls for the severest indictment. 

Sir, the province is going to be burdened with the doubling of the Sales 
Tax; there is also to be a fresh levy on Agricultural Income. All this for 
what? Evidently for the purpose of narrowing down the margin of deficit 
resulting from the pursuit of unimaginative and uncalled-for expenditure. 
The Ministry has hardly any policy which will add to the welfare of the- 
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people ; it has no scheme which will nurse the people and increase the wealth 
of the country. It has one governing policy — that is, the policy of distri- 
buting patronage amongst its adherents and supporters with prejudicial 
repercussions on administrative efficiency. Whenever we have found the 
crisis deepening and the distress growing / in magnitude, we have been 
consoled with new appointments. It has adopted the policy of ‘‘buying up 
discontent”. The food crisis has revealed the extent of curruption on the 
administrative side, and we are asked to vote for money for the manifest 
purpose of keeping up the corrupt facade. The Ministry sings, the expenses 
of administration rise, but the people wither away. 

In a province which has seen the severest kind of food crisis, it was 
natural for the Government to have devoted their attention and energies to 
the increase of agricultural production. The Budget speaks of the “Grow 
More Food” campaign, but those who know land and agriculture know ii 
fully well that hardly have the Government been successful in increasing 
food products by intensive cultivation or by bringing cultivable waste lands 
under the plough. The Governmental activities have been confined to 
the printing of leaflets and the payment of travelling allowances to the 
Ministers and other administrative officers. Better seeds have not been 
made available to the cultivators, better irrigation facilities have not been 
provided for, better public health has not been aimed at, better methods of 
cultivation have not been adopted, better marketing of produce has not 
been arranged for, better credit facilities have not been provided, and, last 
though not the least, there is no plan for increased production. The 
Agricultural Department, one of the most vital departments connected 
with the in(Tease of national wealth, has mishandled the situation when 
the people were starving peacefully in the streets and in hovels. But we 
now understand that a special officer from the Punjab has been recruited 
to instil new life into the dry bones of the department ! Is it not a sad 
commentary on the activities of the Government of Bengal that they should 
be sporting while dire famine and pestilence have been taking a huge toll of 
human lives? 

The staggering waste of public money without any well-thought-out 
scheme for national well-being, coupled with the rise in the administrative 
expenses and fall in administrative efficiency, has strangled the province, 
and it will increase hundred-fold the difficulties in launching any scheme of 
recostruction during or after the war. The province is sucked dry making 
future reconstruction difficult — this is the definite contribution of the 
Ministry. 

The question which is uppermost in our minds at the present moment is 
the solution of the Food problem. Our experience of the past year makes 
us nervous. The scenes of desolation and misery in the country-side and in 
the city of Calcutta are still fresh in our memory. Sir, assurances have been 
received from high quarters that there will be no recurrence of famine next 
year. We are grateful to His Excellency the Viceroy for the kind initiative 
he has taken to grapple with the problem and for the sympathy and keenness 
with which His Excellency has taken up the question. Sir, Bengal has not 
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jjrbt lo^come the isoene of battle iii the feenfee in which the Europetm countries 
have been. We are told that enough food has been stored for emergency in 
Euglaud and that Britain’s emergency lenders can, if necessary, feed the 
whole nation from now until the next harvest without calling on extra 
shipping. Millions of tons of canned foods, meat and flour are now reported 
to be in 10,000 hidden depots. In store are thousands of tons of Canadian 
and Australian flour, sugar, cases of tea, canned meat, fish and fruit. 
In addition, there are carefully conserved food stocks on farms and record 
stores of grain immediately available in granaries, barns, and even empty 
school rooms, which could be turned into flour and bread within a fortnight 
in case of an emergency. If Britain which is by no means self-supporting 
in the matter of foodstufls could make ample provision for the future, it is 
unfortunate that Bengal should share an altogether different fate under the 
aegis of the British Crown. We should like to know what provision has been 
made on these lines to meet any emergency should it arise in Bengal in 
future. 

Sir, one word and I have done. I find from the Budget that supply of 
foodstuffs at concession rates to Government employees including Civic 
Guards and A.R.P. personnel has been provided for in the current year. But 
I very much regret to have to bring to the notice of Government the fact 
that the provision made for the Civic Guards is more imaginary than real. 
Foodstuffs have no doubt been supplied to the Government employees and the 
A.R.P. men at concession rates but not to the Civic Guards. I can say from 
my personal experience and first hand information that the Civic Guards of 
Dacca, Mymensingh, Chittagong and Bogra have not been supplied with 
rations, although the Police whose auxiliaries the Civic Guards are have got 
their share. We have been pressing the district authorities 'and the Govern- 
ment to supply basic rations to the Civic Guards but to no effect. A deputa- 
tion on behalf of the Civic Guards of Dacca waited on the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister when he visited that place in July or August last. This was follow- 
ed up by a representation in which the grievances of the Civic Guards were 
set forth in (|etail; but nothing has yet been done to remedy their grievances. 
The Civic Guards whose duties are voluntary and of an arduous character have 
to undergo considerable hardships for the non-supply of rations at concession 
rates. They have to buy their food articles from the market at high pri(‘es, 
whereas the Police and the A.R.P. have been regularly getting their supplies 
from the Government stocks. If the Government really want to run this 
organisation, they should not ignore the claims of the Civic Guards. If it is 
thought that the Civic Guards are not required, Government should disband 
them rather than create discontent among them by differential treatment and 
indifference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 1 p.m. 
tiomorrow. 

Ad]ourniiieiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2^ February, 
1»44. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from tb; meeting held on the 28th 
February, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(4) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(5) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(6) Moa/zemali Cliowdhury. 

(7) Mrs. K. D’Eozario. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(9j Mr. Mohamed Hussain. 

(10) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(11) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(13) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(16) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoba. 

(18) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44^No, 14. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 29th February, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the 
fourteenth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Health Survey Committee. 

71. Mr, NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state if any Provincial Health Survey and Development Committee has been 
formed in Ben,gal to assist the Central Health Survey and Development 
Committee formed by the Government of India in drawing up post-wax health 
programme for Bengal? 

(h) If so, who are the members of the said Committee and what are its 
functions? 

(c) If not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY (Parliamentary Secretary, on behalf of the Hen’ble 
Khan Bahadur M'auJvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) No. Provincial Committee 
has been formed directly to assist the Central Health Survey and Develop- 
ment Committee; but a Public Health Sub-Committee of the Bengal Post- 
War Reconstruction Committee has been formed which will survey the whole 
field of public health development and will suggest schemes for the expan- 
sion and improvement of all Health Services. Their recommendations will 
be made available to the Central Cblnmittee. 

(h) The terms of reference of the Public Health Sub-Committee are as 
follows : — 

(i) to devise ways and means, for raising the level and enlarging the 
scope of health and medical services and nutrition in accordance with 
generally accepted standards of civilised countries including provision of 
supply of pure drinking water and effective sanitation in rural areas. The 
Committee may consider in this connection how far indigenous systems of 
medicines may be utilised; 

(ii) to consider schemes for model villages in each region of the Province. 

A list of the personnel of the Sub-Oommittee is laid in the Library. 

(c) In view of reply to (a) and (6) does not arise. 
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Mfi HARIOA8 MAZUMDARs It is understood that the public health 
Bub-committee has been appointed and the personnel is there. Will the 
Government be pleased to say whether it consists only of officials or there 
are members of municipalities and district boards? 

Mr. SIREN ROY: It is not possible to say whether there are members of 
district boards and municipalities on the committee. Officially they are not 
members as such but there are such members who are members of district 
boards and municipalities. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. May I 
enquire what has happened with regard to the appointment i»f the committee 
to consider the ''bhog rationing’’. Though today is the 30th day of ration- 
ing, we have not yet been informed as to the arrangement that has been made 
in this connection. We should like to know the names of the members of 
that committee. This is a very urgent matter and the Hon’ble Minister for 
Givil Supplies gave us a definite promise in this respect. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Is the Hon’ble the Leader of the House in a position 
to supply information on this matter ? 

The Hon’We Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy will be coming to the Chamber soon and he would 
personally reply to the point raised. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, let us wait till he comes. The House will now 
resume general discussion on the Budget. 

General Discussion on the Budget. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAWa Mr. President, Sir, at the outset I would like 
to congratulate Mr. Nur Ahmed on his contribution to this discussion. The 
line he too-k, namely, that this province has been treated as a sort of 
Cinderella among the provinces, is I believe, the right stand-point and the 
figures he gave to support his views were most interesting. The financial 
restrictions on the nation-building activities of Government were bad enough 
in the days of peace. But now that Bengal is in the position of a frontier 
province with a major war over its borders, surely there is a claim not merely 
for equal treatment with other provinces but for preferential treatment. 
So to Mr. Nur Ahmed’s statistics let me repeat the point that I made in the 
last Budget discussion that for the maintenance of morale in this frontier 
province it behoves the Central Government to see that essential services 
are not restricted for lack of finances. In September last, I said that the 
economy of this province had been ill-equipped to withstand a calamity such 
as the famine of 1943 and the Hon’ble Minister has added point to this by 
bringing out revised figures for 1943-44 showing a deficit to the tune of 
E/S. 1^ crores of which Rs. 9^ crores are made up of expenditure arising out 
of the famine. I refer to the expenditure on famine and medical relief and 
the loes on food for 1943-44. It is impossible to regard the relief of famine 
in the province which contains the major port and transport facilities, on 
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which operations for the defence of India depends, as anything but a res- 
ponsibility which should be borne by India as a whole and therefore I would 
again plead that this House should sustain the Hon^ble the Finance Minister 
in his efforts to obtain financial relief from the Centre. 

Let me draw particular attention to one aspect of Government activities 
which is not being pressed with sufficient vigour mainly, if one is to judge 
from the Budget, from lack of finance and staff, namely the countering of 
inflation by strict control of prices. Enforcement of price-control on con- 
sumers’ goods other than food is still largely ineffective and the estimates do 
not include any provision for setting up a proper price-control organisation. 
The Anti-hoarding and Prevention of Profiteering Ordinance has had a good 
effect but little has been done to back it up with an effective enforcement 
organisation. 

While on the subject of price-control, I wonder whether the full measure 
of suffering and misery which can result from inflation getting out of hand 
is fully realised. To this country it is a new problem, not yet experienced, 
and therefore it is all the more necessary for Government to keep the possi- 
bilities constantly in view and to take all available steps to counter the 
clanger. In addition to price-control therefore, I would stress the importance 
of an increased supply of consumers goods so as to counteract hoarding of 
cash by the cultivator and a vigorous policy for the recovery of loans to 
cultivators. 

As regards Government’s trading operations, I would stress the neces- 
sity for these operations being conducted along strict business lines with a 
view particularly to minimise loss owing to wastage in stocks, bad quality 
and losses in transit. The Provincial Government should endeavour to 
cover themselves against such losses as far as possible. 

Our view in regard to quality of imported rice is that the Government 
of India should accept responsibility for the quality of rice and other food- 
grains imported into Bengal and should appoint Inspectors in the export- 
ing ])rovince8 for this purpose. The Bengal Government’s arrangements 
for the inspection of supplies on arrival and for sending samples to the 
Government of India is no solution to the problem since it is not practicable 
to return supplies which are found to be of inferior quality. 

I would also stress the necessity for accounting for Government’s trading 
operations in a business-like way. The accounts as at present presented can- 
not be easily understood by the public and may even fail to reveal to Govern- 
ment points which ought to receive the attention of the departments respon- 
sible. In this respect, therefore, I would strongly recommend the use of 
well-tried business methods of accounting. I believe that this would be to 
the benefit of Government in revealing the full magnitude of the operations 
nndertaken. For example, it would show the loss on foodgrains estimated 
at Rs. 5 crores in 1944-45 in a better light, when compared with the total 
expected outlay of Rs. 81 crores. The co-relation of all the connected figures 
should appear in a form of Trading Account and Balance Sheet which can 
be understood by all concerned. 
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While on the subject of Accounting, may I also draw attention to the 
duty cast on the legislature of seeing that the huge expenditure envisaged 
m the estimates is applied to the best purpose. In fulfilling this function 
the detailed estimates furnished are of no assistance. For example, only 
two pages out of 461 of the detailed estimates are devoted to Famine Relief 
and no details at all are given with regard to expenditure in the current year 
of Rs. crores on gratuitous relief. Similarly, under the heading * ‘Extra- 
ordinary charges in India’ \ the expenditure of the Department of Civil 
Supplies is mixed up with a number of miscellaneous items such as the 
Home Guard organisation. There are no details of the expenditure on 
rationing and no explanation appears in the accounts for the anticipated 
increase in this expenditure from Rs. 26 lakhs in the current year to Rs. 97 
lakhs in 1944-45. 

While the business of this House in regard to the Budget is limited to a 
general discussion, the Hon’ble Minister will, I am sure, agree that this 
discussion would be more valuable to him if the House were placed in 
possession of the full details to which we are entitled. 

In closing, I would congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on his handling 
what is probably the most difficult financial period through which this pro- 
cdnce has passed. 

Hr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir. J would begin 
>y congratulating both Mr. Laidlaw and the European Group here and also 
ny friend Mr. Nur Ahmed for emphasising the financial position of the pro- 
duce of Bengal vis-a-vis the Government of India. They have fully brought 
mt the points and these will give strength to the Government of Bengal in 
heir fight for getting for this province what is due from the Government 
>f India. I submit that if the opposition had also joined in this demand, 
hey would have really helped the province. Sir, in the present system of 
jovernment we cannot go on without the existence of the Opposition; but 
here are occasions when even the Opposition can easily over-reach 
hemselves. In this particular case we have been witnessing the sorry 
pectacle that instead of being helpful, in many instances they have created 
lifficulties in the way of the province. Look at the mutual mud-throwing 
low going on over a matter in which there should not have been any such 
dckerings. Sir, it is everybody’s case that Bengal is passing through one 
f the most difficult periods that have overtaken any province in India, or 
or the matter of that anywhere in this world. Probably, Bengal has 
uffered more than any other country that is situated in the fighting area 
curing the year 1943-44. In very few countries shall we find millions of men 
laving died from the effects of actual starvation on account of the impact 
f the war. For the Opposition being cognisant of this state of affairs to 
ay that Government have not brought about a solution of this problem 
eems to me to be nothing but cussedness. The difficulty, Sir, is of such a 
nagnitude that the Provincial Government, limited as it is within the 
phere that the Government of India Act, 1935, has laid down and the 
Qsufficient resources which it can control, cannot solve all her problems. 
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Therefore, to find fault with the Government for all the evils from which 
this province may be suffering is only to create an opportunity for the people 
who want to shirk their responsibility. We are only quarrelling 
ourselves and are not throwing the responsibility on the shoulders of others' 
who are to a large extent responsible for all this difficulty and who can alao' 
really shoulder them. Therefore, to this extent we are creating an 
atmosphere which gives an advantage to those who want to shirk there 
responsibility instead of bearing it. The real duty of the Oppositiom fa- 
this critical juncture, as Mr. Laidjaw and Mr. Nur Ahmed have suggesitad., 
is to demand from the Government of India the fultilment of their owm 
obligations to this province. The heaviest items of expenditure which have 
caused the deficit in this province are those which are the direct result 
of the war. Some two to three hundred thousands of armed men together 
with their retinue of about a million, entirely dependent on the province 
for maintenance except for what the Army gets by way of rations from 
outside, have caused much of our troubl^ The result is that the Govern^ 
ment finds itself co-nfronted with a task which is of an unprecedented magni- 
tude. This difficulty has been created not by maladministration, as I have 
said before, not by mishandling but by the fact that the province has become 
an isolated base for a major war, a situation for coping with which the 
provincial administrative machinery was not prepared or to deal with 
which the Provincial Government had no experience to draw upon. The 
month of July of the year 1943 was the turning-point in the history of this 
province. The province was not prepared to handle such an unprecedented 
situation as happened them. Therefore, the Opposition’s proper function m 
this novel crisis is to join hands -with us in making a united demand. It 
shall be the demand not of the Government of the day alone but of the whole 
nation, as De Valera is reported to have said that the neutrality of Ireland 
is not the policy of Government but the policy of the whole nation, though 
it was being given voice to by his Government. 

In such matters we should have what is Called a national policy. The 
Opposition speaks of n <tionai Government. It is a national Government 
that is working in Bengal at present; but at the same time the existence on 
Opposition is necessary even now. It is necessary because the Opposition 
can perform the essential duty of offering healthy criticism, which is cer- 
tainly very useful. You left the affairs of the province while in mid-stream 
and now blame the present Ministry for all the troubles which made their 
appearance when you were in office. The present Party came into power last 
year when the situation was critical. Everything possible was done by 
the present Ministry to grapple with the problem and bring the situation 
under control. But the situation was of gigantic magnitude and the pre- 
sent Ministry have done the best that could be done in the circumstan(‘e 3 . 
If half of what has been done was left undone, I am sure several more 
niillions of people would have died. It is true that there is nothing in the 
Budget but the tale of our sufferings — ^it is true it speaks of the miseries 
of the people of the province: but that is inevitable. I must congratulate 
the Hon^ble the Finance Minister and the Government for the courage and 
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imagination they have shown, for the patriotic spirit in which they are try- 
ing to grapple with the difficult problems. They have not minced matters; 
they went boldly forward to tackle the problems of saving the people suffer- 
ing from disease, hunger, want of hundred and one essentials of life 
and from hundreds other difficulties which are bound to come after such a 
<ievastatian as we have had. At the same time, we must not forget that we 
are still in the midst of trouble and our difficulties are not over in any sense 
of the term. The longer the war goes on, the greater will be our difficulties. 
The paralysis that will come will be a crippling paralysis. If Mr. Harry 
Hopkin’s examination of facts is true, war is not going to end in 1944, 1945 
or even in 1946. This province is essentially in the war zone and so there 
is no occasion for us to be complacent. So far as the Government is con- 
eemed, there is no reason to doubt that they will do their best to meet the 
future in a spirit of determination. Last year we suffered only for want of 
rice. But this year it seems we shall have to suffer for want of everything. 
I may speak of one district in thi^connection — the district to which I belong 

the Noakhali district where a fowl is selling at Rs. 5, while in Calcutta it 
can be had for Rs.1-12. Again, fish which is available in Calcutta at 
Rs. 1-12 a seer cannot be had at Noakhali for less than Rs. 4 a seer. Vege- 
tables which used to be sold in normal times at one pice per seer are being 
sold for six annas. 

(Interuptions from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. PR8IDEHT: Order, order. I think when the Opposition members 
Bpoke yesterday, they were listened to without any interruption from the 
Government side. I hope the same courtesy should be shown to members 
of the Government side. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Thank you. Sir. That, Sir, is 
the position in almost every village in the mofussil. There is another matter 
which is very important ; that is the cattle position in Bengal. Mr. Suhra- 
wardy had been on tour in some districts of the Eastern Bengal and he 
self has said that a pair of cattle worth in normal times Rs. 150 is selling for 
Rs. 1,100 or Rs. 1,200. Some steps have to be taken to see that the posi« 
tion does not go beyond control. I would suggest that immediate steps 
should be taken to ration the consumption of meat. In fact, there was a 
suggestion and it would not be a wrong one to restrict slaughter of cattle to 
sertain days in the week. In the whole of the northern districts there is no 
l>reeding system and they have to depend on imported cattle for cultivation 
md other things. So some steps must be taken to improve the transport 
lifficulties in this respect. 

Next I come to the clothing problem. We find that there has been no 
jolution so far as this question is concerned. Steps that have already* been 
aken are very inadequate to cope with the situation. The most important 
king in regard to this problem is the transport question and for this we have 
0 depend on the Central Government. This Government should pnt 
pressure on the Government of India so that more transport facilities are 
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^iven in this respect. Regarding the position of the weavers of this 
province, Government has a great responsibility. Their position requires to 
36 improved. They are one of the worst sufferers. Sir, the prices of yarn 
ire being controlled, but the machinery that has been set up to control the 
trices are not adequate. We should see that the weavers get yarn at the 
jontrolled rates. We should be more particular about the dyeing of the 
rams and its distribution among persons engaged in handloom industries. 
We must keep the handloom industries going. Otherwise we shall not be 
ible to revive this industry after the war. 

Then, there is the problem of agriculture. The most important thing in 
:hi8 connection is the growing of better seeds. It is an accepted proposi- 
;ion that we have not got the right kind of seeds. We are carrying on with. 
:he old seeds that are available now. The Government should start seed- 
nultiplying organisations. Imported seeds can relieve the scarcity of seeds. 
But unless we multiply seeds of improved strain here, we cannot improve our 
deld. The Government should start research stations for the improvement 
»f the seeds and distribute the seeds to the cultivators in large quantities 
if ter multiplying them in seed stations. 

Another important thing that rests on the Provincial Government is 
nth regard to the marketing of jute. We do not find in the Budget any 
)rovision for organising the marketing of jute, which has been the crying 
leed of the province for years. This is a problem of great magnitude. Jute 
8 a great agricultural commodity. Nearly 50 to 100 crores of rupees are 
nvolved in this trade. Government should see that the right type of men 
,Te appointed to this Department for drawing up a plan. If the Govern- 
aent find it impossible to get any one so acquainted with this subject, they 
hould try to secure men from Australia, America and other countries, who 
lave experience of handling agricultural commodities on a large scale 
laeasure. Merely appointing certain I.C.S. men would not solve this great 
problem. Good plan is very essential for the purpose of a successful 
olution . 

As I said, Sir, jute is one of the biggest commercial commodities on 
rhich the prosperity of the province really depends. At this stage, I 
annot help refering to an omnibus department known as the Rural 
leconstruction Department. The idea of this department has possibly 
►een borrowed from a neighbouring province of ours. It appears to me 
0 be an airy nothing. So far as this Rural Reconstruction Department is 
oncerned, it has been able to do nothing, because it can do nothing. Sir, 
he United Provinces of Agra and Oudh is responsible for the invention 
d words “rural reconstruction”. The officer who is known as the Director 
►f Rural Reconstruction has got to administer several other departments 
dso. In fact, Sir, he reminds me of the character of Phooba in the 
^ Mikado^ ^ by Gilbert and Sullivan. He is not only the Director of Rural 
B.econstruction but also the Chief Controller of Jute and he is also in 
charge of three other departments. Therefore, I think this Rural Recon- 
druction Department has got no work. Because, after all what is rural 
'econstruction ? Rural reconstruction means reconstructing the society in 
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the villages and improving the lot of the people in the villages by giving 
them education, better agricultural facilities, better medical facilities and 
a good marketing system, better road. But, for this purpose we have got 
the specialised departments such as the Agriculture Department, the Educa- 
tion Department, the Public Health Department and so on. If these func- 
tions' are not being properly performed, then improvement should be made 
in these departments. By creating an omnibus department such as these, 
we will make confusion worse confounded and create unnecessary friction. 

Lastly, Sir, I come to the post-war reconstruction scheme which the 
Provincial Government has undertaken. It is a very necessary task which 
has been taken up by the Government in right earnest and they have set 
up a large number of (‘ommittees. But one thing, Sir, which I should 
like to suggest to Government is that planning is a hard and difficult work, 
and the officers whose hands are already full should not be made Secretaries 
of such a department. Because, if you entrust this most important work to 
an officer w’ho is already overburdened with other works, he will not be able 
togdo justice to this work. For this work whole-time officers are necessary. 
TVe do not know when the war will come to an tiid. Therefore, it shall 
be the duty of every government to so organise itself from now that it may 
not be overtaken by overwhelming difficulties to adapt itself to the changed 
situation at the end of the war. After the war there will be so many 
problems to deal with. One of the biggest problems will be the unemploy- 
ment problem for tac.kling which this Government has had no experieiK-e 
in the past. Millions of people in the villages whose ordinary avoca- 
tion was cultivation have been taken away from the villages and trained 
and employed as technicians, motor drivers, etc. Now, after the war these 
people will be thrown out of their present employment aipl they cannot 
go back to their villages: we will have to take charge of them and 
divert them on to other works which also wTll have to be found. Therefore, 
Sir, we have to set up our organisation from now, because after the war 
the problem will be so difficult that it will not be possible for the Provincial 
Government to draw up its scheme then and at the same time tackle it. 
The unemployment problem has baffled much bigger governments elsewhere. 
Therefore, 1 would say that this post-war reconstruction planning work 
should be really and earnestly taken in hand. There should be a full 
secretariat department working entirely for this business, with Chairmen 
who have got not only ideas and imagination but expressed views of their 
own so that they can guide the deliberations of the committee and give 
directions to the work of the Planning Committee. This work will be of 
far-reaching importance. Suppose, tomorrow the war comes to an end. 
We shall immediately be faced with a hundred and one problems. One of 
the task that we must take in hand is the construction of roads which has 
been hanging fire for a number of years now. We need to have our plans 
ready at once; the old plans will not do. We should have plans ready to 
take up at the stage where the military have stopped and switch them over 
for the construction of provincial roads and communications. A large 
number of tractors and road-making machineries will be available to us ard 
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there will also be the j^roblem of employing thousands of unemployed wh>y 
can be employed in the work. Suppose we have in the meantime kept ready 
a plar which will require an expenditure of 20 crores in o years. In that 
five-year period, we can at least have prepared 5 to 7 thousand miles of 
metalled roads in this province that will bring prosperity, civilisation and 
education to the villages. In a similar way, I can name hundreds of other 
schemes and tasks that lie ahead of us. Eor instance, we must have a 
provincial transport service for Bengal. Whether it will be State managed 
or privately managed, the committee will decide. I may say that after the 
war hundreds of crores of rupees will be available to this country which 
belong to this country and is being accumulated in countries like Britain 
and America whhh will have to be returned. The sutt'eriiigs of the people 
during the war has contributed to the building up of such funds. Much 
of these will be repaid in the shape of machinery, and other commodities. 
If we have not got the plans ready, those machinery will not come 
to us for the service of those who have really contributed to the creation, 
of these funds and finances. So far as post-war reconstruction therefore 
is concerned, it is of the highest importance that Government has already 
made a beginning. I would suggest that they should reorganise the 
Secretariat in such a way that its full energy can be directed towards 
bringing out proper results within the shortest possible time. 

I shall close, by stressing that the present financial arrangement 
between the provinces and the Centre should be revised, our field for taxa- 
tion should be widened; the Government of India sliould be asked to contri- 
bute to all the expenditures which are directly the result of the war, namely, 
extraordinary charges, on creating the A.R.P. and services of semi-military 
nature — all these should come from the Centre as a war and defence- 
expenditure. So far as the famine is concerned, it should be entirely 
financed by the Central Government also. It looks ugly that one part of 
the country should be rolling in wealth and should have a surplus budget 
of 2 or 3 crores and another part of the country should be dying of starva- 
tion and close the year with a deficit of 10 crores for no fault of theirs. 
Sir, this province should not be a province which should be asked to burden 
herself with expenditure not of her own making but because the war has 
been brought to her door. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY; Mr. President, Sir, 
I would like to speak a few words about the Budget presented by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. I can appreciate, as the Finance Minister has 
pointed out, that the changed circumstances of the day demand a departure 
from the old conventional form of presentation of the Budget. None would 
have been happier than myself to see the Hon’ble Finance Minister pilot 
the finances of the province in the midst of the heaviest odds to a desired 
goal. But I must admit that I feel that the Budget could be made happier 
than what we find before us. 

I do not intend to go very deep into details of all the figures and shall 
base my talks mostly on the broad figures quoted by the Finance Minister 
in the course of his speech. 
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The expenses for the Civil Supplies Department first deserve mentioning, 
ilthough they have been thoroughly opposed by other members in this 
liscussion. The expenses for the current year have been calculated at one 
rore and that for the coming year at one crore and forty-eight lakhs. It is 
Iso pointed out that this provision is not expected to cover the losses which 
nay be faced one day in respect of shortages, damaged stocks and unsale- 
ble stocks. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has tried to justify the heavy losses by 
ointing out that, to a great extent, the Government's loss will be the 
leasure of success of their operations. It is my convictioi that the depart- 
aent failed to work efficiently and economically and the policy of rice 
lurchase through a number of particular agents had pushed up the price 
D the mofussil areas with the result that the price which the Government 
ad to pay was also proportionately high, thereby increasing the difference 
etween the controlled sale rate and the buying rate. These losses are 
efinite indications that the Government failed to regulate the prices 
hroughout the province. What steps were taken by the Finance Minister 
0 make sure that the prices paid by him to Government agents were 
pproximately the prices paid by their agents to the agriculturists? There 
re reasons to believe that there was a big gap at times between the prices 
aid by the agents to the agriculturists and the prices received by these 
gents from the Government. 

Another word must be said about the shortages and the damaged stocks 
nd unsaleable stocks. Besides landing the province into financial losses, 
he damaged stocks have been doubly harmful in getting their access into 
he diet of the people and proving to be a menace to their health. There 
ave been systematic murmuring about the quality of the rice sold at the 
iifferent controlled shops of the province and the Central Government has 
»ointed out that it was incumbent upon the Bengal Government to make 
ure that the stocks received by them were of approved quality. A 
Qunicipal chairman has been known to have telegraphed the Minister at 
)alcutta informing him that while his people were about to starve, the 
ocal stocks purchased by the Government were rotting at the railway 
tation exposed to the heavy monsoon and deteriorating in quality and 
uantity every day. 

As a matter of fact, the Finance Minister himself has confessed that 
he twin problems of procurement and distribution were far beyond the 
esources of the Provincial Government and that bigger catastrophe than 
rhat had happened could not be avoided unless Lord Wavell intervened, 
^e can join with the Finance Minister in paying compliments to His 
Excellency Lord Wavell for the promptness with which he intervened in 
he present situation; but we fail to understand if it was merely a 
onsideration of prestige ivhich stood in the way of the province asking for 
ailitary help at earlier stages. I can remember the systematic demands 
aade by the Press of the province and can specifically recollect the plan 
aid down by the Statesman wherein military intervention was sought for 
A the only panacea. 
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While much has been said about gratuitous relief and test relief work 
in connection with the famine, there is no separate provision for the 
rehabilitation of the people who had been ruined as a result of the famine. 
This, as a matter of fact, appears to be one of the black spots in the entire 
Budget. No amount of relief work can bring timely relief to the people 
unless all relief operations are supplemented by a strong plan for rehabili- 
tation of the people to be started immediately. Thousands of families have 
been disintegrated, thousands of villages have been damaged and the entire 
society is in utter disaster today. No Government can expect to attain 
success in meeting these problems by scrappy relief measures only. To 
delay a plan for rehabilitation till later days will mean inviting a repeti- 
tion of the distress which overwhelmed the province only recently. The 
cold assurance that the matter is engaging attention of the Government is 
disappointing. 

I do not also approve the Government’s ways of pushing the “Grow 
More Food” plan. While admittedly production in the already cultivated 
areas should be intensified, the area to be cultivated for foodstuffs must 
necessarily be expanded immediately. The acreage of jute production 
recently fixed by the Government shows how the authorities are still follow- 
ing the grossly mistaken policy of allowing cultivable lands to be cultivated 
by commercial crops rather than by foodstuffs. The contributions of jute to 
the finances of the country cannot be minimised. But it should be admitted 
that the present abnormal days demand that all production besides produc- 
tion of foodstuffs should be shelved temporarily, so that millions may be 
fed and a second famine avoided timely. 

With regard to the estimate under ‘‘Jails”, the apology that the increase 
of over 150 per cent, is a direct result of famine condition is really 
interesting. The Government will admit that throughout the current year 
there have been new additions to the political prisoners in jails, and that 
means a sharp increase in the expenses, besides of course the higher cost 
of foodstuff etc. provided for the jails. These expenses could be brought 
down if the Government started releasing the detenus in larger numbers 
than at present on financial grounds, if not on any other. 

I should next like to speak about the expenses under “Public Health”. 
The maldistribution of quinine which developed almost into a public 
scandal is a pointer that the Government’s present system of distribution 
has yet to be improved, so that the scheme may acquire intrinsic worth not 
different from its apparent face value. In my own district I have first hand 
information that the Sadar subdivision was very much neglected in respect 
of quinine distribution; and when distribution at all started, it was 
charged '^ith so much inefficiency that the quinine available for distribution 
was known more by its non-availability among the poorer classes. 

It has appeared to me time and again while studying the different 
schemes tried by the Government with regard to agriculture, famine relief, 
public health and industries, that the entire system of Governmental adminis- 
tration has to be changed radically in order that it may fit into the present 
situation and may prove to be tf permanent benefit to the country at large. 
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The Department of Co-operation, the Department of Industries, the Depart- 
ment of Rural Development and other allied departments of the Govern- 
ment have tried to do work in their own scrappy way without evolving a 
constructive plan whereby they could all work jointly and harmoniously. 
The famine days, — the war uncertainties, — have imposed upon the Govern- 
ment the task of procuration and distribution of food grains and have called 
for Government intervention in matters which were hitherto regarded by 
individuals as exclusively private and personal. The time has come when 
the Government should go a step further and make their plan more socialistic 
whereby they can undertake not only to regulate and supplement indivi- 
dual actions, but themselves sponsor a plan of collective and scientific 
farming with Government aid especially in the hlias nwhal areas, so that 
the Government may themselves conduct the entire agricultural system of 
the country towards a goal of self-sufficiency. Ravaged are the people of 
our province today, 'The “blessings” of inflation bringing extra income 
to the people, referred to by the Finance Minister, have been localised with 
only a microscopic section of the society. The working class and middle 
class people who could not figure themselves in war-production in any way 
have been faced with huge expen.ses necessary to meet their bare living, 
with no extra income to their aid. The abnormal conditions of the days 
should open our eyes to the very great and immediate desirability of 
checking our past, taking: stock of our errors and omissions and usher in a 
plan where the great responsibility for production should be shouldered by 
the Government, so that the task may be easier and equitable. 

The present Government has before them the unique opportunity of 
trying this method at a time when they are likely to receive sympathy from 
all corners and I suggest that the Bengal Government should immediately 
set up a committee for launching an economic plan on radical lines, based 
on intelligence and appreciation of all socialistic and examples before us 
such as in America, England, Ireland and Russia. If they have been 
able to undergo radical changes and proceed on progressive lines rapidly 
even during the present crisis, why should not we be able to emulate them. 

In closing my remarks, I must not fail to pay compliments to the Finance 
Minister for trying certain new sources of accommodation, temporarily of 
course, in making cash credit arrangement with the Imperial Bank and in 
successfully trying the Treasury Bills issues. If these have yielded satis- 
factory results, I do not find any reason why the distressed people of the 
province should be threatened with more taxes especially in the shape of 
more purchase tax, camouflaged as sales tax and agricultural income-tax 
likely to ruin the middle class. I am quite in agreement with the Finance 
Minister that taxation is not always an evil. It has offered an opportunity 
to the people to contribute their quota to the Governmental administration. 
But when people are unnerved, fighting with famine and epidemic, 
and are stripped of their last belongings in many cases, these new tax 
proposals appear to be most uncharitable, coming from men they learnt to 
admire. Let us not forget that the people have already been taxed beyond 
their capacity. Let us not satisfy ourselves with the cheap dictum that 
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when Government taxes, society taxes itself. Taxation obviously is “an 
engine of social and national policy’^ as has been said by the Finance 
Minister; but here unfortunately it has appeared to be an engine which is 
crushing the very existence of our society at large rather than implement- 
ing its growth. Let not war unnerve us. 

I would, therefore, close with an appeal to the Finance Minister to take 
a more sympathetic attitude towards the people, to be more vigilant over 
the policy and methods of expenses by other Government departments, to 
make his task easier and less bitter to others. 

Dfp KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Mr. President, Sir, I really did not want 
to speak on this Budget, because the whole atmosphere here seems to be 
unreal and the members feel that whatever they may say, they have no 
power to influence the Budget in any way and the Hon'ble Ministers 
probably think that since these fellows have no power whatsoever, there is 
no need for them to listen to their sipeeches carefully and to reply 
to their remarks. I find the Hon ’hie Minister for Civil Supplies is half 
asleep (The Ilon’ble Mr. H. S. Sfhrawardy : Oh, I am listening to every 
word that has been spoken. Dr. Ray^ s words are so precious that I cannot 
hut listen to them attentively.) Thanks, but if I were a Minister, I would 
have felt that this is absolutely a farce. These people are no good. Let 
them talk as long as they like. It does not matter so long as we have a 
majority in the Lower House. I submit. Sir, this discussion of ours is 
a waste of time. This is an unreal atmosphere and I think that accounts 
for the dullness which is noticeable in this House. I do not know 
what is the remedy. I am not a lawyer and 1 do not know whether it 
is possible to have a joint sitting of both the Houses at least during Budget 
discussion. That would save time and unnecessary expenditure of public 
money. I w’ould like to say one or two w^ords regarding the Budget. 1 
do not want to deal with some of the subjects which have been touched on 
by previous speakers, such as civil supplies, famine and other things. 1 
should like to lay stress on one thing which I had said on many occasions 
in this House in the past. I had always asserted that there was nothing 
like a medical policy or a public health policy not only of this Govern- 
ment but also of the governments in the past, and I am glad to find that 
the present Finance Minister had the frankness to admit it. I will quote 
his words: “A score of hospitals with from 100 to 150 beds in each were 
opened in the w^orst-affected districts and in these hospitals, equipped with 
the most modern devices for the treatment of war casualties in the field, 
thousands of sick destitutes learned for the first time what real medica] 
attention means.” While I admire the Hon^ble Finance Minister for his 
frank statement, I find that there is still no medical policy at all in this 
province, and had it not been for the temporary intervention of the Army, 
I believe, that many more lives would have been lost. In this connection, 
I should like to join in the tribute paid by others in this House to the 
military for their timely intervention" in the transport of foodstuffs to the 
depleted areas, and also in rendering prompt medical aid in the rural areas. 
I submit, Sir, that the real problem ia that you must have a proper. 
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broad and bold policy, and it was really through the intervention of the 
military that the public knew what real medical attention should be. Sir, 
it is very difficult to criticise the Medical Budget to which I shall limit 
my remarks. I find that these ‘‘estimates also include a provision of '53 
lakhs for the administration of special medical relief in rural areas. This 
provision is intended to meet the cost of some 60 emergency hospitals of a 
hundred beds each and 500 hospitals of 20 beds each attached to selected 
dispensaries in the worst affected areas. In addition to this huge expansion 
of the existing facilities for indoor treatment — an expansion representing 
a 200 per cent, increase on the number of beds normally available — arrange- 
ments have been made to provide outdoor treatment nearer the patient’s 
home by the opening of some 2,800 satellite treatment centres based on 
existing dispensaries.” Now, let us analyse this a little more elaborately. 
We find that there is a provision of 53 lakhs of rupees. If the entire 
provision of 53 lakhs is meant to be utilised for the emergency hospitals 
of which the number is 60, then roughly calculated the number of beds 
will be 16,000. Now, what is the allotment per bed per month? Per bed 
expenditure per month for the 16,000 beds, if the entire provision of 53 
lakhs is spent, will be something like Rs. 30 a month or one rupee per 
patient. I submit. Sir, that the cost of food alone would probably not be 
covered by one rupee. I do not know, probably there may be some other 
heads of expenditure placed in some other items. Therefore, all the 
remarks I make are subject to correction ; but from the statement which 
has been made here it seems to me very puzzling how the Government 
propose to maintain 16,000 beds with the money, and there are other 
expenditure also such as medicine etc. I find that in addition to these 
16,000 beds, another 200 per cent, increase on the number of beds are to be 
managed out of this 53 lakhs and also 2,800 satellite treatment centres 
based on existing dispensaries. I do not know how it can be possible with 
this allotment of 53 lakhs. I want further enlightenment on this subject, 
and I will revise my comments on hearing further enlightenment on this 
subject. 

Now, Sir, the last thing that I would like to refer to is a remark made 
sometime ago on the floor of the House that Government was very much 
hampered due to the dearth of medical men. I suggested at the time and 
also asked what the Government had done to increase the supply not only 
of medical men but also of nurses. In response to an appeal made by the 
Chief Minister in his speech at Karachi asking for 350 medical men from 
outside Bengal to come to the aid of Bengal, the President of the Indian 
Medical Association issued a circular asking for volunteers. Only yesterday 
I was informed by the Honorary General Secretary of the Medical Asso- 
ciation that he had forwarded the names of about 80 volunteers of whom 
not even 50 per cent, have been utilised till now. I am told that the 
outside provinces have been asked not to send any more medical men because 
of the language difficulty. Out of these 80 volunteers, 44 had a knowledge 
of the vernacular of this province; they either knew Bengali or could speak 
it. I do not understand the real position. Either get these doctors from 
outside or do not. Nor do I understand how the language diffirculty comes 
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in. Language difficulty did not come in in the case of the army doctors. 
The army doctors and the R.A.F. doctors they did not understand the 
vernacular but in spite of that they* h?*} become very useful and rendered 
medical relief for which we have here given them our tribute of praise. I 
really do not know what is the position. If there are plenty of doctors, why 
do you complain that you cannot take up relief work because of the dearth 
of doctors? I should also ^ave been glad to find some provision for 
increased supply of doctors when we are going to take this additional 
responsibility. How^ are you going to supply doctors "to the hospitals that 
you are going to start? A large number of doctors have been recruited to 
the Army from this province and the number of doctors now available to 
the people is not adequate. You are going to set up 2.800 satellite dispen- 
saries and also lG,000-bed hospitals ; they will require doctors in addition 
to the doctros in your existing hospitals. Therefore, how are you going 
to get doctors for these new* dispensaries of yours? I should like to have a 
definite reply to that point. Sir. For instance, I have not seen anywhere 
in the Budget any scheme which would ensure additional supplies of 
medical men that are required. What about the nurses? How do you 
propose to maintain the 16,000-bed hospitals without nurses? I see no 
scheme here in the Budget for additional facilities for the training of 
nurses. Suppose you give one nurse for four or five patients. Of course, 

I do not know if you can reach that standard which is the standard of all 

civilised countries. The Medical Council is insisting on that ratio — of one 
nurse to 6 patients — in regard to the Calcutta hospitals and recognised 
institutions. Even if you provide that number, you cannot expect one 
nurse to be working for 24 hours ! They can at best be employed for 

8-hourly duties. And where are you going to get the institutions for giving 

them training? Of course, the Ministry may say that this is a long-term 
policy. I agree but there are methods by which you can cut down the 
period of training. The A.R.P. had a training course for 6 months. I 
know from personal experience that some nurses were deputed by the 
A.R.P. for training in the different Calcutta hospitals and though they 
have not received full training, yet their training may be said to be suffi- 
cient, if not adequate. I do not see any scheme in the Budget for the 
training of nurses that would be required in the tremendous task of giving 
medical relief which is intended by Government. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the quinine policy of Government, I have again 
and again drawn the attention of the Government that there must not only 
be a short-time policy but also, side by side, a long-time policy. Some years 
ago we were told that a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs had been provided for developing 
the quinine plantation. We have not heard since whether anj?^ further 
attempt is being made to increase the production and supply of quinine. 
We all know that the supply of quinine we used to have from Java has 
stopped. We also know that India produces only 70,000 lbs. of quinine: 
hut I think we want about 2 lakhs lbs. of quinine in normal times and 
during epidemics we shall require much more than that quantity — probably 
one million 20,000 lbs. according to the calculation of the experts. But I 
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do not see any reference to that subject in the Budget statement apart from 
a grant of Rs. 60 lakhs for quinine. I should like to know where the excess 
quinine is going to come from. • Then, if you distribute the quinine next 
year you would require it again. So unless there is a long-term policy, 
I do not know what would happen. I also cried hoarse about the need for 
mass vaccination. So much money is spent when there are actual 
epidemics; but no attempt is made and nothing is done to prevent epidemic 
diseases. I have on many occasions not only spoken about it in this House 
but also spoken from the public platform and through the Press regarding 
the necessity of compulsory vaccination and re- vaccination, so that small- 
pox may be stamped out once for all. But I do not see any indication in 
the Budget to show that there is any such scheme under the consideration 
of Government. These are, Sir, the few words which I would like to 
mention. I am not concerned whether the Budget is a deficit Budget or 
not. In times of emergency there must be an emergent Budget and we 
would have welcomed the Hon’ble Finance Minister if he had come forward 
with a much greater amount of deficit in order to meet the urgent needs of 
the people of the province. I am not concerned, again, whether this deficit 
is to be met by subvention or by loan from the Central Government; it is 
for the experts to work out. 

Then, Sir, although I am not an expert in matters agricultural and in 
the '‘Grow More Food” campaign, I am rather pessimistic about its 
results. My friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has said that there are 
not enough cattle in the province for agricultural purposes. We know that 
there is no cattle. But other countries do not depend on cattle for the 
development of agriculture. There human labour and cattle are not used 
for agricultural purposes and deficit in cattle for cultivating lands do noi 
afiect them. Other countries use machinery for this purpose — tractors are 
used for cultivation. Some years ago we were told that the Agriculture 
Department had a few tractors; we do not know where they are at present. 
I should have thought that in these days of modern inventions Bengal 
Government would have been up and doing and utilised scientific devices 
instead of human labour and cattle. I have practically finished what I 
had to say. I would again implore the members of Government to see that 
a broader and a bolder policy is undertaken. If they do so, I am sure all 
sections of the House will lend their support. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMrD CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 
the chief characteristic of the Budget under discussion is, as has been stated 
by most of the speakers who spoke before me, its deficit to an extent 
unknown awd unprecedented in the history of Bengal. We are passing 
through an abnormal crisis and it is no wonder that the Budget prepared 
under emergent circumstances should reveal things extraordinary. When 
I say this I mean neither appreciation nor condemnation of the Budget as 
a whole; but, Sir; I think that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister deserves 
our sympathy for the unfortunate circumstances under which it has been 
his- hard lot to assume the heavy responsibility of financial administration 
of the province. My Hon’ble colleagues who have spoken before me during 



1944.] GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. ‘ 999 

the previous two days as well as today, have dealt with the Budget in its 
different aspects. I do not propose to traverse the same ground over again. 
During the very short time at my disposal I want to take this opportunity 
simply to speak a few words by way of reference to the policy of the 
Government in regard to the recruitment of officers for general administra- 
tion. Sir, in this connection, I desire to draw the pointed attention of the 
Government to an act of glaring injustice that is being perpetrated to a 
band of very useful workers in the field of public administration, I mean, 
the members of the Bengal Civil Service, Junior Branch, who are commonly 
known as the Sub-Deputy Collectors. They indeed constitute the essential 
arms for the running of the primary and essential functions of the Govern- 
ment. They are the main link between the people and the Administration. 
They mould and shape the primary self-governing units including union 
boards in Bengal. They run tlie criminal administration of the province, 
some with the higliest magisterial powers that the Criminal Procedure 
Code can bestow. They are the people to be requisitioned for tackling all 
kinds of extraordinary situations such as famine, relief, supply and various 
kinds of war works and civil defence functions. Some of them are in the 
fronts; out there to make the supreme sacrifice for the King and the 
Country. An indefatigable, resourceful and dependable band of public 
servants they are; but it is a matter of great regret that they are treated by 
the Administration just as anybody would treat an under-dog. Relegated 
to the shade of neglect and constantly living under an atmosphere of scorn, 
this class of workers find it so difficult to develop proper manhood in them. 
And who are they? These officers are recruited by the same competitive 
examinations as the Deputy Collectors. They are made to do the same 
magisterial and revenue duties side by side with the Deputy Collectors. 
Sir, my contention finds confirmation in the fact that there are two 
honourable members of this House, one of whom is now adorning the 
Treasury Bench and another rose to the eminent position of a Commissioner 
of a Division as well as other high positions of trust and responsibility, 
both commencing tlieir career as members of the cursed service referred to 
before. 

It might suit the convenience of some to say that these are exceptional 
cases. But, Sir, I may be permitted to be a bit optimistic and to suggest 
that every member of this much-neglected service has the potentiality of 
rising to the top, provided they are given opportunities, provided unnecessary 
impediments are not thrown on their way. Quite a number has recently 
been put in charge of subdivisions and I believe, the Home Department will 
bear me out that they are shouldering their responsibilities as efficiently as 
any Deputy Collector. But still Government will not remove the stamp 
of inferiority attached to the cadre. They will not merge them with 
Deputy Collectors nor will they give them proper facilities to put forth their 
best. To crown all, they will rather bring Deputy Collectors from other 
provinces than promote Sub-Deputy Collectors, the children of the soil, to 
the higher rank. What a shame to think that Bengal administration and 
Bengali intelligentsia is so poor today as to necessitate the induction ot 
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Provincial Service men from neighbouring provinces, people who have no 
affinity to Bengal and who are least expected to know BengaPs problems. 
This is a stigma which will always blacken the good name of Bengal’s ^ 
administration, — a stigma which will always be used effectively to prove 
the inferiority of the Bengali community. The Hon’ble Ministers 
responsible for this queer decision will not escape their share of responsibility 
in this behalf. 

I take it that in this matter of a non-controversial character, the entire 
House will be with me when I suggest to Government to be more reason- 
able in their dealings towards the members of the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service. There may be a black-leg here and there just as there are black 
legs in the B.C.S. (senior) and the other services, but that can never be 
any ground to condemn the entire class. Let there be wider scope for the 
recognition of the merits of the Sub-Deputy Collectors. Let the number 
of promotions be increased, and let the induction of foreign Deputy 
Collectors be stopped. 

*Mr. MUNGTURAM JAIPURIA; Spoke in Hindi. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, charcoal remains 
black however much we may wash it; and so however much the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister may have dressed his Budget with charming expressions 
and presented it before the House* in his own inimitable style, yet the 
Budget remains as black as ever. This Budget reveals a frightful deficit of 
about 20 crores. Not that Bengal had not attempted to raise up its own 
revenue. It did. Sir, from 16J crores in 1942-43 it raised its own receipts 
to over 214rd crores in the current year. And our revenue will be better by 
about 70 lakhs in the next year. Sir, there has been increase under several 
heads. Particularly noticeable is the increase of revenue under “Excise”. 
This, I say, is a feather to the cap of the Muslim League Government which 
stands for prohibition. On the side of expenditure, it will be seen that the 
expenditure has doubled. In the year 1942-43, the expenditure was IGJ 
crores; this year it is over 32 crores, and will be only 3 crores less in the 
next year. A large slice of expenditure has been covered up by extra- 
ordinary charges in India on “Agriculture” and “Famine”. Sir, when 
one looks at the expenditure on one side and at the receipts on the other, as 
I have pointed out, for the two years 1943-45, there would be a deficit of 
17 crores, 4G lakhs. Now, Sir, when there is going to be so much deficit 
and so much expenditure I fail to understand why the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has cut down the famine relief expenditure to 2 crores 61 lakhs in 
1944-45 as against 5 crores 64 lakhs for the current year. It is said that the 
Finance Minister hopes for the best but has he got any just ground for this 
optimism? Eather, I would point out to him that all the circumstances 
point to the fact that what is coming will be as bad as the last year. Prices 
of all commodities which are the absolute necessities of life are again ruling 
eky-high — about double of what they were in normal years at this time of 
the season. Sir, the prices, I apprehend, will be ruling as high as last 


*An"«ittfhorised English translation of this Hindi speech will be found in the Appendix. 
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year, in the months of May to September next. I am afraid, that the class 
tliat was hard hit by famine will be the very people who will be again hard 
hit with disastrous consequences to thamselves. 

Sir, I would remind the Hon’ble Finance Minister of the statement 
which he himself made in the last session, namely, that this war has made 
the rich riclier and the poor poorer. Sir, living in the midst of a record 
harvest year, these people tantalus-like will not have the wherewithal to 
taste the cup — that is the position to which they Imve come to. We have 
tried our best to impress on the Government that the expenditure on test 
relief works and gratuitous relief should not have been cut down even by a 
penny. But, Sir, there is a grim humour underlying tlie provision of a 
heavy increase of expenditure under the head “Jails”. There has been an 
increase from 53 lakhs in 1942-43 to Rs. 1 crore 36 lakhs in the current 
year: it seems as though the Hon’ble Finance Minister is inviting the 
destitutes to be His Majesty’s guests in future rather than have test relief 
works and gratuitous relief. We hope however that the increased allotment 
of expenditure for “Police” and “Jails,” — they are pampered departments 
of Government, — does not foreshadow the policy# of the Government for 
repression and more repression in the face of the public demand for the 
release of political prisoners without any further delay. Several thousands 
of political prisoners are still rotting in jails. There is no justification for 
their continued detention. The war is on since September, 1939, and we 
do not know when it will end. 'Will they remain in jail ad infinitum? 
They are mere victims of Police suspicion. Try them if you i)lease or set 
them free. Nothing short of it will satisfy public opinion. May I, in this 
connection, point out that the present Ministry on the eve of its assumption 
of office made a bold bid for })ul)lic shpport and so promised a very liberal 
policy in the matter of tlie release of the polithail prisoners. They came into 
office about a year ago. The mountain was in labour and lias now produced 
the proverbial mouse. In the last ten months a tenth of the political 
prisoners — about 500 — have been released and several thousands are still 
rotting in duress vile. The snail’s progress has now c:ome to a dead halt, 
so far as the release of political prisoners is concerned. Am I not entitled 
to ask why they are rotting in the jails still P Nothing untoward happened 
when some releases were made. Why should it be assumed that if the rest 
of the political prisoners are set free, the situation would be different. Sir, 
let us examine the point a little more closely in the light of famine and in 
the light of repercussion their releases may have in the country. Sir, East 
is East and West is West. Famine produces different results in the East 
and the West. In the West, in France, Monarchy was replaced by a 
Republic brought about by revolution due to famine. In the East, famine 
produced a different result, for East is East and West is West. In Bengal, 
people died, famine-stricken people died in their thousands^ unwept, unsung, 
unhonoured without a single untow,ard incident. In England, the Secretary 
of State for India could not face the public. While attempting to do so, 
Mr, Leopold Amery was jeered and hooted down because, forsooth, there 
was famine in Bengal. But here in Bengal, our Ministers in spite of 
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appalling deaths from famine and intense suffering of the general public 
could go out, address meetings and even receive addresses instead of kicks. 
You cannot whip a dead horse to life. If famine failed to stir the people 
to any acts of violence, it would be madness to hold that a few security 
prisoners, if set free, will set the Ganges on fire. 

Sir, if these political prisoners are released, they would be of great help 
to the Government as well as to the public in humanitarian works as well 
as in the task of rehabilitation of the masses who have been ruined by the 
famine. I search in vain for any provision in the Budget specially meant 
for the economic and social rehabilitation of the famine-si rickeii people. 
As a result of the famine, many homes have been devastated and innumer- 
able peasants have turned landless labourers. Fishermen, jogi, julas have 
lost their trade. I am afraid, no less than six million people of Bengal 
are affected and require rehabilitation. It is the elementary duty of the 
Government to protect the lives and properties of the people under its 
charge and where they lost their all as a result of what may be described 
as man-made famine, the responsibility of this Government in the matter 
of rehabilitating them is undoubtedly both great and urgent. The Govern- 
ment, it may be said, hsEs placed a Bill on the Legislative anvil and they 
hope by it to restore the lands which the raiyats and under-mLyat^ were com- 
pelled to sell owing to acute distress. But, Sir, that Bill contains provisions 
which will frustrate the very object the Government has in view. For, 
these people who sold their lands for want, of money would be unable to get 
back their lands for want of money. The people cannot pay the considera- 
tion money. Therefore, the provision of re-transfer is a make-believe one. 
The conversion to usufructuary mortgage and return of lands, say, after 
ten years, will hardly benefit the ruined peasants who require immediate 
possession of their lands for sheer sustenance. Government should 
constitute itself a trustee of the destitutes, arrange payment of the considera- 
tion money to the transferees and secure immediate return of the lands to 
the transferors so as to enable them to face the future with equanimity and 
with a sense of security and confidence. The Government should do more. 
They should allow their khos mahal lands lying waste in their possession 
to be cultivated by the destitutes with occupancy rights thereon. This, 
Sir, will solve the problem to some extent. While on this subject, I would 
like to make a reference to the question of “Grow More Food’’ campaign. 
Sir, an allotment has been made of Ks. 1 crore 36 lakhs this year and 61) 
[akhs for the coming year. The most important part in this campaign 
should be the reclamation of waste lands to increase output of paddy and 
!ihe other agricultural products to avert famine. Government has failed to 
lo this. Government instead has concentrated its attention to get more 
mt of the land already under cultivation, by purchase and distribution of 
)f manure and improved seeds and doing other things. They are necessary 
)ut the waste lands must, in the first instance, be brought under cultivation 
f we really want tn fight this famine aad to add permanently to the agri- 
sultural wealth of the province. 

Sir, agriculture ii^ in a great danger for want of cattle and also for want 
►f labourers. The dfijty of the Government now is to import a large number 
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of labourers from outside as well as cattle. The prices of cattle have gone 
very much up due to indiscriminate slaughter of cattle. Government should 
issue an ordinance for the preservation of milch cows and also for the 
preservation of able-bodied cattle as this is intimately connected with the 
agriculture and the health of the public. 

Then as regards education and industries, Sir, every nation is having 
its own plan and working them out for its educational and industrial uplift 
and fitting its nationals for competition which is bound to follow as soon as 
the war would be over. When we look at the Education Budget, we find 
a step-motherly attitude has been taken in this regard. It has been given 
less money than the Police. But we know that if we educate our people, 
there would be less crime and Ihere w^ould be less necessity for more money 
on Police. 

Sir, the lot of teachers in Bengal is highly pitiable, though the teachers 
are responsible for building up in right good style the future citizens of the 
land. Teachers should be respected and given a high place in the society. 
Sir, if you look at the Budget, you will see that there is no indicntion of 
any attention having been given in a matter of such importance. I 
should think that at least 50 lakhs of rupees should have been budgeted for 
the uplift of the condition of the teachers. Sir, it is not yet too late and 
the Government may very well do it even now. While speaking on this 
subject, Sir, I notice that 5 lakhs of rupees have been allotted for the 
encouragement and spread of education amongst the Scheduled Castes 
people. I hope there is no motive behind it. Can it be that this has been 
done only for retention of the support of the Scheduled Castes people for 
the present Ministry? But, I hope. Sir, that the money will be spent, and 
spent rightly, in the next 12 months. Till then, I will withhold my 
judgment on this. 

Sir, there has been a provision of 53 lakhs in the Budget for special 
medical relief in the rural areas for the current year which has been raised 
to 63 lakhs for the year 1944-45. As Dr. K. S. Ray has said just now^ 
on this subject, I would not like to dilate on this point, although I 
had my points ready. The provision is not sufficient for giving medical 
relief to the poor. People died in their thousands on account of famine and 
for want of proper medical treatment. They could not resist the attacks 
of preventible diseases, such as, malaria, cholera, etc. which were running 
rampant striking down the people whose constitution was already run dowm 
by famine. In view of all these, I hope Government will make adequate 
provision for the same. 

Sir, a large slice of the expenditure, it is 63 crores, for the years 1943-45 
has been swallowed up by the three heads — Extraordinary charges in India, 
Famine and Agriculture. Extraordinary charges, Sir, were necessitated 
by tjie extraordinary conditions of tlie war and the expenditure is shown 
on “Civil Defence” wdtiiiu which is the Civil Supplies Department. 

Sir, keeping pace with corruption and bribery so rampant in Civil 
Supplies, the cost for Civil Supplies Department alone has risen up from 
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46 lakhs in 1942-43 to one crore in the current and one crore and 43 lakhs 
in the next year. The Provincial Government made a had bargain with 
the Central Government regarding the proportion of contribution to be 
made by each of them with regard to Civil Defence. This agreement 
should be revised and as the extraordinary charges have been due to the 
war which is a Central subject, the whole cost of this item should be borne 
by the Centre. 

Sir, there is no opening balance. It is minus. How to meet the deficit F 
The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami seems to think tl^at Bengal has further resources 
to tap and that he will be able to make it up by further taxation if necessary. 
He pictures himself in the position of a tax-gatherer and observes that 
taxation is a sort of an engine of social and national policy. But can he 
employ the money which is proposed to be raised for the well-being of the 
nation? I ask him, could he employ the money that was raised from jute 
taxation for the purpose of bettering the condition of the jute-growers? 
Will he be able to ear-mark the income from the Agricultural Income-tax 
for the improvement of agriculture? Could he employ the money from the 
sales tax for the betterment of the poor? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you have already spoken for more than 
18 minutes. Will you try to finish in two minutes? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I want five minutes more. During 
the regime of the Hon’ble Mr. N. R. Sarkar we were given four days for 
the general discussion of the Budget. He said that as we have no right to 
vote on demands, the members of this House should have plenty of time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are also going to have four days. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can he employ the money which he is 
going to raise by new taxation for the well-being of the nation? Can he 
ear-mark, I say, the income from the Agricultural Income-tax for the 
improvement of agriculture? The truth is that only promises are made 
whenever taxation measures are brought in this House that the receipts 
from them will be devoted to the welfare of the nation-building subjects; but 
we have seen that in actual practice they are spent largely on greasing the 
administrative machinery of Government. It is only when a truly national 
government comes into existence that taxation will be proposed and passed 
mainly for the good of the nation as a whole. In fulfilment of the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister’s dictum I quoted, he should exert himself to form a national 
government or failing that at least an all-parties Ministry to share with 
him the responsibility of the taxation, so that it may be truly said that taxa- 
tion is a sort of engine for social and national policy. But till then it is 
a one-sided engine, I should say, of mere oppression. Sir, the source of 
revenue allocated to this province is ^highly inelastic. The Niemeyer 
Award is highly ungenerous and stingy. There should be a further Order 
in Council revising the heads of revenue between the Centre and the 
provinces. Bengal under a new award should be made to stand on her own 
feet. So long as this is not done, Mr. Goswami should stay his hand from 
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proposing more and more taxation. In the meantime, the Gentre should 
come to the rescue of this province and wipe out all its deficits and take 
upon itself all expenses incidental to the war and bear a nmjor share of the 
burden arising out of the Famine . 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, during the last three days we 
have heard numerous criticisms about the shortcomings of the working 
of the various branches and departments of Government. But I am 
a little disappointed that very few constructive suggestions have been 
made with regard to the financial condition in which we find the province 
today, I do not for a moment belittle the importance of these criticisms 
because this is the only occasion in the year when members of this House 
are privileged to discuss the various aspects of the administrative machinery 
of Government. But one would liave expected that under the abnormal 
conditions which prevail now and which have been emphatically indicated 
by the dismal Budget presented to us that members should have given their 
valuable advice at least partially to meet the difficulties with which the 
Province'' is faced. As I have said, the Finance Minister has presented a 
dismal Budget. The financial condition of tlie province is abnormal and 
we are on the verge of financial bankruptcy. It is, therefore, necessary that 
something should be done to rehabilitate the finance of this province and in 
the best way that we can think of. The Finance Minister has been trying 
his best to get what money he can out ^)f this province by taxation. But 
I think, Sir, that liis efforts will not prove successful, for he cannot get blood 
out of stone. 

The last Act of taxation has been the Agricultural Taxation Bill which 
has the approval of the Floud Commission. But 1 am afraid this taxation 
will bring very little to the cofl’ers of Government. It is, therefore, 
necessary to try and get outside assistance which in my opinion is perfectly 
legitimate to claim. The abnormal conditions of Bengal today is due to 
extraneous circumstances, I mean ihe war. It is, therefore, only fair 
that other provinces and the Government of India should all combine to 
help Bengal in this crisis ; and that is not all. 1 believe and I think there 
is every hope that the Hoii’ble Finance Minister will be able to balance the 
budget by securing assistance from elsewhere. What we are most con- 
cerned with is about the future of the province. Most of us perhaps do not 
realise the great drain that has been taking place from our province annually 
now owing to the position in which we are placed. What about the 
purchasing of rice, wheat and other essential commodities, sugar and other 
things? Bengal today is perhaps sending out of the country for these 
commodities about 30 crores of rupees which with properly-laid policy could 
be avoided and conserved in the province. This condition of things has 
caused great anxiety to every one of us. We have heard criticisms about 
the working of the various departments and most of these criticisms have 
been directed towards the “Grow More Food” campaign. Necessarily, that 
department is very much in the lime-light except, of course, the subject 
of food and the activities of the Food Minister. It has been criticised that 
the “Grow More Food” campaign has not been as successful as was 
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expected. I think there is a lot of truth in that criticism. Only the other 
day I was pointing out to the Agriculture Minister that we spent 45 lakhs of 
rupees on seed distribution for which we have not received even a lakh worth 
of return. He replied — and his reply was a painful surprise to me, — that 
if I were in his position, I could not have done anything better and that this 
criticism was levelled against him only because the potato seeds were rotten 
and could not germinate. 

Sir, potato seeds alone were not rotten, the system of distribution was 
rotten. Wheat seeds, potato seeds and everything was rotten. They did 
not germinate. I think, instead of asking for light from Above, it was 
very unseemly particularly for the Hon’ble Minister of a holy character and 
of a God-fearing nature, of all people, to have said things like that. To 
the query as to wliether I could have done anything more, my reply would 
be : that 1 certainly never claimed the capacity of doing it. But I certainly 
would have thought twice or thrice or many more times before I could 
throw away public money uselessly without expecting a proper return. 
There are extraordinary difficulties and unless a new orientation is adopted 
in this matter, I am afraid all our efforts will be in vain. Sir, merely 
distribution of seeds will not help, unless seeds are good and the seeds are 
sown on good land which will produce crops. We should see first whether 
the ground is prepared to receive the seeds. I remember that in the old 
days missionaries from America and England used to show the magnitude 
of their work in this country to their supporters at home by showing to 
them the millions and billions of leaflets and posters they used to distribute 
among the heathens. That used to please the old and pious ladies and 
when the hat went round it came back full. Similarly, the amount of 
success which the Agriculture Department has achieved cannot be judged 
by the amount of seeds distributed, but on the amount of seeds which have 
been judiciously and systematically grown and not thrown all over the place. 
I think my friend will not take amiss, the criticisms which I have made. 
Everybody in this House, including even the members of the Opposition, 
have got faith and confidence in our Agriculture Minister. His energy, his 
integrity and his will to do a thing perfectly is well-known to us all. But 
at the same time, I must sound a note of warning that unless he tries to get 
out of the advice and influence of experts (advice of experts is sometimes 
very embarrassing), in the long run he will find himself at the end of a dead 
wall or fall into the deep abyss of despond. He should not only take officials 
but also non-officials, who are really interested in this scheme, into his 
confidence. We are personally affected by the ^‘Grow More Food’^ campaign; 
but it is not the hysterical purchase and distribution of seeds which will 
help and improve the country at all. While joining in their criticism 
against the Agriculture Department I must remind the members of the 
Opposition that when you rise to criticise the nation-building department 
you must remember that this nation-building work is of very recent date. 
Before the Eeforms came into operation, the Government were chiefly 
concerned with the administration of Law and Order and the collection of 
revenue, and all other departments found a very back place in the adminis- 
tration. It is only recently, not more than I think 20 years or even less, 
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that nation-building work has been started, and you cannot expect that 
this department which had been so charily treated by Government in the 
past should be able to do much. Of cours*‘, now that a crisis has come, we 
want that the Agriculture Department, the Public Health Department and 
the Education Department, the three departments whi(;h are in the charge 
of three Ministers in whom we all have great confidence, the Ministers who- 
are political commoners and not aristocrats, must establish themselves on 
stable foundation and not run away through fear of criticisms or rush about 
the country making plans and notes which will ultimately miscarry. Sir, 
my friend Dr. K. S. Ray has in his usual sober manner deplored the 
deficiency in the medical and other administration. I entirely agree with 
him as regards the necessity of giving more medical relief, more medicines^ 
and getting sufficient quantities of quinine and so forth. But these things, 
cannot be done in one day. You cannot expect the country to produce 1 lakh 
33 thousand lbs. of quinine in less than five or six years. So unless you get 
quinine from Java and other (countries, — let us hope we will get it from next 
year — but if you do not, you will have to wait your time and probably the 
doctors must put their heads together and make other researches by which 
the consumption of quinine may be conserved or they might find other 
medicine to replace that drug. But these things must take time. It is no 
use" trying to spend money simph^ to try and rush these things — the prepara- 
tion of quinine or the training of nurses or the qualifying of doctors cannot 
be rushed. 

Sir, I do not like to say anything about food organisation. I feel very 
nervous when the Food Minister is sitting there and looking at me. Thia 
is a subject I do not know where to begin or where to end. I only want 
to confine my remarks today to rationing. I am not criticizing it, I am 
Duly making a request that when you have once started rationing, every 
sommodity, every article of necessity should be rationed. I know the 
difficulties and I do not say that you have got the Aladdin’s Lamp that you 
can make it successful in one day. That should be our aim and that should 
be our goal. While on this subject, I would like with the greatest humility 
to place before him, to plead on behalf of the people that his men employed 
in the rationing ofiices should be more courteous and sympathetic and 
really try to help in the same spirit as I believe exists among the superior 
ofiicers of the Minist^ 3 ^ Sir, I will relate a stoiy which happened to my- 
self. About a month ago, I received some ration cards for my servants, 
five or six in number. At the present moment, as the House knows servants 
have become very slippery and will always go over to another house with- 
out notice. Five of my servants had left and as I am supposed to be an 
honest man, instead of taking rations for my new servants in their names 
I wrote to the rationing officer enquiring whether I could take the supplies 
in the names of my old servants or if new ration cards would be ne(;essary. I 
got no reply for 14 days. I had to send a letter again and again till I got 
a reply written in very bad English, which was very difficull lo read, in 
which it was said “No, those ration cards which you had returned were 
<iancelled and you must apply for new ration cards”. Two da 3 ^s later, I 
39 
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jeceived another letter saying that I had not given the serial number of the 
ration cards. How could I do so when I had already returned the cards 
to him? That was pointed out to him. I personally went to the office and 
said “why make all this difficulty? These are for my servants, and I want 
ration cards for my five servants”. “No, Sir, I cannot give you the cards 
without the serial numbers, as the number has got to be entered in the 
register”, I was told. I was then told that age was not given. I did not- 
rem ember whether it was mentioned in the application form. But when 
I came home I found out that the ages were written and accordingly they 
were told so. But then I found that they wanted my age as the head of 
the family. Sir, I became very exasperated in spite of my usual good temper. 
.So I wrote to Mr. ELartley relating my grievance. I have all these days 
l>een feeding my servants from my reserve of 14 seers but I did not know 
what to do if I had to go on in this way for long. Then I tried to phone 
to the office and one gentleman who seemed to be evidently annoyed asked 
me “what was the trouble”, to which I said that I was not getting rations 
for my servants. He asked me to telephone to the Tolly gunge ration office. 
But I found that the officer there had no phone. So that is that, and I 

have not yet got the thing. And if these things happen to me who is 

.supposed to be a friend of the Food Minister, what will be the lot of those 
who have got nobody to go to? As -a last resort, I took recourse to the 
Parliamentary Secretary, who, in his turn asked me to let him have a written 
statement. Sir, this is only one example. So I would only humbly ask 

the Food Minister to tell the officers of his department to be a little 

^sympathetic. Even now I do not understand why my age was necessary. 

In conclusion, I would request the Hon’ble Finance Minister to take 
every one of us into confidence and I am sure that even the members who 
are in the Opposition will certainly respond to his request for co-operation. 

If we can be of any assistance to him at this time of dire need, we should 
be only too glad to do so. I have l^nown Mr. Goswami for many many years 
and I have still got the same admiration for him which I had when he was 
much younger. Whether he was in the Opposition or not, whether he is 
friend or foe, he will never lose his capacity and ability and I can assure 
him that if we can be of any assistance our services are at his disposal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order: the House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Wednesday, the 1st March, 

1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 29th 
February, 1944; — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Mahomed Hossain. 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(6) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(12) Khan Bahadur M. Sbamsuzzoha. 

(13) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

{14) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944-~No. 15. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 1st March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the fifteenth 
day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Ciiowdhury, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Evacuees from Bengal to Assam. 

70. !Mr. NUR AHMEBs («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that about 3 lakhs 
of landless evacuees from Bengal have gone to Assam to seek food, shelter 
and land? 

(b) Is it a fact that these helpless evacuees from Bengal are still loitering 
in Assam without any provision for land or food? 

(o) If so, what steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal either 
to get them repatriated to Bengal or to secure cultivable lands for them in 
Assam? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) and (h) Government have no information 
whether 3 lakhs of Bengalis are still loitering in Assam in search of land or 
food. But it is believed that a considerable number of landless people from 
the border district of Bengal have gone to Assam in search of lands or to find 
work. 

(c) Steps have been taken by this Government to repatriate to their native 
villages those evacuees from Bengal who are being turned back by the 
Government of Assam from the borders of that Province, 

The Government of Assam have imposed restrictions on the settlement of 
agricultural lands with the emigrants who went to that Province after the 
Ist January, 1938. The question of moving that Government to withdraw 
the restrictions is now under the consideration of this Government. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Arising out of answers (a) and (J), 
has the Government thought it necessary to ascertain the number of such 
Hniortunate persons and not vaguely gay ‘‘considerable”? What is the 
source of the Hon^ble Minister's information when he says that he “believes 
that the number is considerable” ? Has Government taken any step to know 
the exact number? 

40 
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The Hon’ble Mr^ TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Our infornDation is 
mainly based on reports received from the local officers. In this parti- 
cular case, the number can only be ascertained from the Assam Grovernment, 

Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Do the Government propose to take 
retaliatory measures against the Province of Assam in regard to the Assamese 
coming into Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (c), is it a fact that a motion was 
passed in this House requesting the Central Government to the effect that all 
existing restrictions imposed by the Assam Government on cultivators from 
this province in getting settlement of land in the Assam Valley should be 
removed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I think so. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Has Government taken any action on that motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir, the Govern- 
ment have moved accordingly the India Government. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I know what has been the result? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No reply has yet been 
received. 

Mrs HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, day before yesterday I wanted 
information as regards a short-notice question tabled by me some days back, 
and it was settled that the Supply Minister would reply to this question 
today. May I read that question, Sir? It runs thus: — 

^Hf he is aware of the fact that a huge stock of foodgrains supplied by 
the Government of India for the feeding of Calcutta and the industrial areas 
has been spoilt and rendered unhygienic by the recent heavy showers in 
Calcutta?” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I did not accept that 
Rhort-notice question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it was arranged by the Hon’ble 
President that the question would be answered today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. As far as I remember the 
Hon’ble the President requested the Hon’ble the Leader of the House to refer 
the matter to the Hon’ble Minister concerned; but he did not convey any 
idea as to the acceptance or otherwise of the question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have got to answer two 
questions which were held over, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister will answer two questions which were held over during hii^ 
absence on tour. One question stands in the name of Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das and the other in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
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Arrest of $]■ Dhirendra Nath Duttai M.L.A-i and Srijut S» 0. Sahai BiL 

62. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister k 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state when (1) Srijut Dhirendm 
Nath Dutta, b.l., m.l.a., and (2) Srijut Surendra Chandra Saha, B.n., 
pleader of 16 years’ standing of the Tippera District Bar, were arrested 
under the Defence of India Rules and Act, and when they are due to b( 
released ? 

(h) In which class were they placed originally in jail and in which class 
are they now ? What is Iheir present state of health ? 

(c) Why were they not placed in class I in jail? Is it not a fact in ai 
earlier conviction under the Defence of India Act, Dhirendra Babu was i 
class I prisoner^ 

(d) Were any maintenance allowance to the families of those prisoneri 
given? If so, what is the amount? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hli 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Both were remanded to jail on the 13tl 
August, 1942, they were released on the 9th April, 1943, and the Idth 
February, 1943, respectively. 

(h) Both of them were classed in Division II as under- trials and aftei 
conviction in Division 1 1 and III, respectively. I do not know of then 
present state of health, 

(c) The honourable member is referred to rules 617 and 910 of the Bengal 
Jail Code, a copy of which is in the Library; Yes. 

(d) No family allowances are or were ever granted in the case of personj 
convicted after trial for specific offences. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasec 
to state whether this question is about a year old? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, very likely. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please stab 
why this question was not answered in the last session ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe the session hac 
finished before the time for answering this question came. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it only a belief orf the part of th< 
Hon’ble Minister? Does he not know it for a fact? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
Kqw is it that both the prisoners were classed in Division II as under-trials 
and after conviction one was continued as Division II and the other was 
placed in Division JII ? 
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The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: The division is dually decided 
by the trying Magistrate. 

ilr» LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How is it that Mr. Dhir'endia Nath 
Datta, M.L.A., was in Division I previously, but on the last occasion was 
placed in Division II after conviction? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please see 
that such distinctions are not made in future? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state who fixes the division of under-trial prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mueie before mosque. 

S8. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
ei the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that the grievances of the Hindus of Bengal in general 
about this question of music before mosque require immediate 
attention on the part of the Government of Bengal; and 

ib) what steps, if any, the Government have already taken or propose to 
take in this connection to avoid inter-communal unpleasantness 
and occasional breach of the Law and Order? 

The Hon’ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

ib) Does not arise. 


Point of information, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I rise on -a point of information, 
Sir? I mentioned this matter also yesterday and it is with reference to an 
enquiry from the Civil Supplies Minister as to the appointment of a com- 
nittee in regard to ration cards for the hhog of our thakurs, because it was 
jaid that two or three days afte^r he would make a statement. That was the 
issurance given to me. If any committee has been appointed, who are 
:he members thereof and whether a Press not has been issued in this respect ? 
}ne month is .^Iready out and we are in great difficulty. More than 
500 applications have been received by the Hindu Mahasabha. I hope this 
natter will be expedited without any further loss of time. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of the fact 
hat 200 applications have been received by the Hindu Mahasabha. I have 
lot received any application. It is after all Government’s business to make 
►rovision. It has been very difficult for me to find representative gentlemen 
rhom I could consult on the question but I have been gathering names and 
have before me a list of persons whom I cannot say that I have yet made 
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up my mind to invite, but who are gentlemen whom in all probability I may 
make up my mind to invite. After I have done that, and have had a talk 
with them, I can assure the House that I shall be able to make satisfactory 
arrangements. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state if the name of any member of the Legislature is before him in this 
connection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, we should like to know whether on 
the last occasion the Hon^ble Minister said that a committee for this purpose 
would be formed in a day or two ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, that was my intention. 
But I could not contact those gentlemen who I expected would be able to 
give me the necessary representative names. After that I was away from 
Calcutta. But I have now got the names. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Does not the Hon’ble Minister consider 
this an urgent matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is a matter of some 
importance. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister does not 
think — — 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order, the House will now take up 
further consideration of the Budget. As today is the last day of the Budget 
discussion and as there are as many as four members of the Government who 
want to speak and as there is another subject, namely, the consideration of 
the Excess Demand which we shall have to take up today, I request the 
honourable members who are willing to take part in the discussion today to 
be as** brief as possible. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : Sir, why should the Excesa 
Demand be taken up today 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT; Order, onler. Mrs. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. D’ROZARIO: Mr. Deputy President, the presentation of a Budget 
is an occasion for both congratulation and commiseration — congratulation to 
the one who presents it and commiseration for those on whom the burden 
falls. Under the bead of Anglo-Indian education, I would like to say some- 
thing about the dearth of teachers, both male and female, in our Anglo-Indian 
schools. This is causing my community the greatest concern and indeed the 
education of Anglo-Indian children has, I am afraid, received a great 
set-back. ‘For this reason alone apart from the unsettlement caused by war 
conditions, and in particular the requisitioning of schools and the dispersal 
of the pupils, we feel that more consideration should have been shown to 
the educational needs of this community and an effort should have been 
made to retain the teachers who have either joined up or have been tempted 
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to accept other employments. Even at the best of times the teaching 
profession offers no opportunities of lucrative employment, and in the condi- 
tions of today with the war services offering so many attractions our young 
men and women cannot be blamed for diverting their attentions to the latter. 
We can do little for them when year after year our Budget grant remains 
unchanged and unchaging, no more than the statutory obligation. 

There is another profession that always deserves better but gets the worst. 
I refer to the nursing profession, — that noble profession which we treat so 
ignobly, — which has been so largely manned by our women. Today we are 
reaping the results of a policy the futility of which is evident on all hands. 
The cry today is for nurses, nurses for the war ho-spitals and nurses for our 
civil hospitals. But where are they? There is no response equal to the 
appeal. This is because there are other more paying and less exacting 
employments to be found today that offer a greater attraction, and you 
cannot expect one who is offered Rs. 250 for eight hours work as a typist 
for five or six days in the week besides other amenities, to slave as a nurse 
for at least eight hours a day, day in and day out, on a paltry sum of 
Rs. 15, 25 and Rs. 30 a month with perhaps food and lodging, 'lodging that is 
something in the nature of imprisonment, and food that is often uneatable. 
The shortage of nurses is so great that some of the wards in the Eden and Eye 
•Hospitals have had to be closed recently. The poor nurses have had to suffer 
silently as any agitation on their part is put down with a heavy 
hand and rather than lose the certificate they came to earn, have put up with 
all the hardships and left for a more congenial atmosphere of work that 
private practice offers, the moment the hard-earned diploma was in their 
hands. There is no doubt that one has to possess the temperament of an 
angle and the constitution of an amazon to work as a nurse in the Calcutta 
hospitals. But what does this possession of such qualities bring in the 
way of financial gain? Barely a living wage! The standard of education 
for one aspiring to become a nurse has to be sufficiently high to enable her 
to follow the lectures and all the reading that is necessary for passing the 
periodical examinations. The treatment meted out moreover to the nurses 
under training and working in hospitals is far from being sympathetic and 
kind. On the other hand, it looks as though the rules and regulations laid 
down have nothing but harshness and want of sympathy for them. I have 
been told that their food arrangements that w^ere never what they should 
be, have now deteriorated to such an extent in quality and quantity, that 
one wonders where the brain and brawn that is required for such strenuous 
labour as nursing, is to come from. The rationing appears to have hit 
them harder than others, as bread and butter are doled out in quantities 
much lower than what has been fixed by Government. 

All this comes very largely from the peculiar policy of leaving this 
important branch of civic life in the hands of a private association which 
unountfl really to a small coterie of businessmen, while Government contents 
itself merely by giving a dole. This is a shirking of duty. A thing like 
jhis is a state responsibility in every civilized country. Out here we are 
content to leave it to a band of Europeans who in the past have seen to it 
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that their own class occupy the higher positions, almost wholly to the 
exclusion of others. This i-s not intended to be a mere gibe emanating from 
any racial jealousy, but a fact that goes to show how by killing indigenous 
ambitions a supply of sufficient number of nurses is not available at this 
critical juncture. In using the word indigenous, I do not overlook our 
Indian women as opposed to Anglo-Indians, for I do believe that something 
could have been done if sincerity existed to draw the right type of Indian 
women to hospital nursing. We, Anglo-Indian women, do not feel their 
competition, because apart from there being room for many more women in 
this profession than can be supplied, efficient Indian men and women demand, 
and well deserve, the wages that an Anglo-Indian or European would expect. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I am 
obliged to cut short my discussion because of the remarks you made that so 
many people are to speak today. I would only say this. The abnormal 
Budget proposals placed before us are certainly the outcome of unprecedented 
economic breakdown of Bengal. The future historians of the terrible famine, 
which cost many lakhs of human lives of the poor and working classes, may 
search our speeches for materials to condemn the Government of the famine 
period — the Central, the Provincial as well as the Whitehall authorities — for 
negligence and utter lack of foresight without parallel in the annals of the 
British administration in India. The British and American commentators 
as well as Labour Members of the British Parliament have pronounced their 
verdict that the famine was due to the negligence, callousness, inaction and 
irresponsibility of the Government. I would not dilate on that any more. 

As one of the humble organisers of the numerous free kitchens in Calcutta 
and suburbs, I have reasons to believe that the public had also some share in 
the responsibility for the famine. I saw sights and heard talks which struck 
me as if they were episodes of a barbaric age. Scores of infants of famished 
mothers were dying on footpaths from want of a few ounces of milk. The 
heart-rending cries of dying babies and their foodless and milkless mothers 
roaming half-naked in the residential quarters of this so-called City of 
Palaces, found little response from the residents and yet we indulge in 
boasting of our high sfUse of humanity. I speaking from personal know- 
ledge of the behaviour of my own neighbours who could spare enough milk to 
save each and every child who died in my locality. 

Sir, however much we may try to whitewash our misdeeds or the misdeeds 
of the Govenment of the day, the future generations would not forgive us 
and the politicians of all brands, — Congress, Hindu Mahasabha or Liberals 
who merely protested, — or the League which was in power and simply funked. 
The Viceroy’s speech in the Central Legislatiire on the Socio-economic future 
of India is indeed encouraging. The intelligentsia of India would appreciate 
His Excellency’s reference to use rightly and to best advantage the economic 
assets of the war, not to increase the wealth of the few but to raise many 
from poverty to a decent standard of comfort. That portion of the speech 
is an eye-opener to the Nationalist politicians. Dreamers from Karl Marx to 
Wells cannot hope for anything better in regard to the theoretical aspect of 
the great objective suggested by the Viceroy. We wait in patience to see 
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what part our Provincial Ministry plays in the immediate future to translate 
that objective into action within the sphere of Provincial Autonomy. 

The question of the poverty of the industrial workers engaged directly and 
indirectly on war productions is a very serious one. The Department of 
Labour deals with the conditions of approximately a million workers employed 
in Jute, Tea, Coal-mining, Engineering, Shipping and other organised 
industries. The Labour Commissioner, a very efficient and worthy member 
of the I.C.S., and his small staff cannot possibly cope with the excessive 
burden of work imposed by war conditions with a Budget grant of a 
little over a lakh of rupees. The preparation of reliable family budgets of 
our working people is still hanging fire. Dearness allowance which is meagre 
has to be revised on the basis of family budgets. There is serious complaint 
from the Jute workers who are paid only Rs. 5 a month as allowance for 
dearness. The maximum monthly earnings of Jute workers like weavers 
are Rs. 32 and the minimum Rs. 22 inclusive of wages, dearness allowance 
and concessions on foodstuffs. The average wage is only Rs. 25 when mills 
work full 54 hours a week. But the most unfortunate factor in the Jute 
industry as it functions today is that shortage of coal has reduced working 
hours in most of the mills with substantial fall in their weekly wages. 
Casual labourers would not touch work on less than Rs. 1-8 a day, whereas 
skilled workers in the jute industry with large families to support earn 
much less. The question of ration is equally important. The unit must be 
raised as manual workers have to consume more calories than other adults. 
In Bombay the unit of workers’ food has been raised by 50 per cent. 
Bengal must follow suit, Milibands prefer cash payments to foodstuff 
concessions granted by the employers and would like to purchase foodgrains 
from ordinary ration shops. The lot of coal-miners in Burdwan district is 
indeed miserable, although their efficiency has elicited w^orld-wide admira- 
tion. Due to inadequate wages and allowances and lack of amenities, 
many coal-workers have deserted mines and joined military constructions. 
Belated steps have been taken by the Central Government but the Provincial 
Labour Ministry is exerting very little to avert the disaster of coal shortage 
which is playing havoc on our industries and waggrearners. 

Every member of this Hou^e welcomes efforts to “Grow More Food” and 
convert more waste lands into cultivation. In fact, the future health and 
rehabilitation of our poor people depends largely on increasing crops. 
Purchase and distribute as much improved seeds as you can, but bear in mind 
the extreme importance of manures. I have some interest in lands near the 
Jadavpur railway station and have seen with my own eyes wonderful incrjpase 
in output of paddy and vegetables from use of water-hyacinth compost. The 
eradication of this devilish plant is most important. We see thousands of 
acres lying waste being covered with this pernicious weed. The Minister of 
Agriculture is our distinguished colleague. I request him to take immediate 
action to enforce the Water-hyacinth Act as amended in 1941. He must 
place suitable staff and experts at the disposal of the District Collectors. He 
should constitute a Central Advisory Board and also local boards with 
specialists in water-hyacinth problems, its extraction and conversion int<^ 
compost. The “Grow More Food” campaign must be supplemented by 
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“Grow and Catch More Fish*’ campaign. I had a good deal to do with 
projects of fisheries before the first world war and was unofficially associated 
with the Bengal Government Fisheries Department with Dr. Southwell in 
charge. Carps {pona fish) are our staple food. They grow in tanks, rice- 
fields and rivers but the business of catching, transport and marketing is 
left in the hands of the poor and illiterate fish people, without any financial 
solidarity and skill in making nets and gears. The Government should 
acquire fishing rights from the owners for the benefit of our fishermen who 
must be suppli^ with suitable boats, nets and gears. Dr. Southwell 
estimated that hundred times more hilsa and other fish can be caught in 
the Bengal rivers and marketed, if transport and cold storage facilities 
were forthcoming. The Sundarban estuaries abound in edible fish like 
vetki, hhangan, frawn, etc. I had a motor boat in the Sunderbans in those 
days and was convinced of the truth of Dr. Southwell’s statements. Now 
that a new department has been created, it is high time that the Govern- 
ment should revive efforts to develop marine fisheries which are almost 
gold mines, as was proved by the experimental hauls of the Bengal 
Government trawler or fishing steam- vessel known as the ‘‘Golden 
Crown” before the first world war. Very good fishing banks were located 
in the Bay of Bengal and should be fully exploited. The mariners of 
old England were drawn from British fishermen and the British Navy was 
actually founded on the sea-faring fishermen of the British Isles. I have 
reasons to believe in the evolution of a Bengal Navy if we take steps to 
encourage sea-fishing and train Bengali fishermen in sea-fishing. In the 
Madras and Bombay sea coasts, there are large fleets of small sea-fishing 
boats. Let us have them by all means on our own sea-coast spreading from 
Contai to Cox’s Bazar. Then, Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Minister 
for Agriculture to tackle the problem of growing more fatty mustard seed 
in the province. It is perfectly scandalous that we have to depend on the 
United Provinces for our mustard seeds and mustard oil which are essential 
necessities. Steps must also be taken to develop dairies for an increased 
production of ghee and butter. It is amazing that the United Provinces 
send us many crores of rupees worth of ghee and butter. Let the Govern- 
ment see that we become self-supporting in milk and milk products within 
the next 10 years. My remarks should equally apply to the development 
of the cocoanut industry. We have been hitherto depending on Madras, 
Ceylon and other overseas countries for our cocoanut oil which is a iiecessit}' 
in every Bengalee house. Salt produced in Bengal is very small in quantity. 
Private enterprise is slow to come. Government will be well advised to 
undertake the manufacture of salt on large scale as a State concern. Now 
that we have an Australian front rank statesman as our Governor, 1 
suggest that our Minister should seek his personal advice on Australian 
methods of agriculture, dairy and pastoral productions. The yield per acre 
of Australian wheat and other foodgrains is many times that of Indian 
produce. Cattle-raising in Australia and export of meat and milk products is 
enormous. The total population of Australia is only six millions. The 
Australians are all proud of their very high standard of living from agricul- 
tural and pastoral occupation. Australian working man is happier than his 



330 


GENEEAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [1st March, 

Englisli and European fellows. The International Labour Eeview gives us 
comparative figures ol wages in 1926. London 100, Stockholm 88, Berlin 70, 
Rome 44, Brussels 41, Melbourne (Australia) 142, Philadelphia (U.S.A.) 166. 
The Commonwealth agricultural and unskilled workers receive an average 
wage of £5 a week equal to Es. 250 a month in Indian currency. I gathered 
from Australian Labour Delegates whom I met at Geneva in the Inter- 
national Labour Conference in 1923 and in 1930 that State socialism has 
achieved wonderful results in Australia. One of them with whom I had 
correspondence, was Mr. Holloway who'Yose to the rank of a Cabinet Minister 
under a Labour Government. The Jfommonwealth with 6 or 7 States or 
Provinces enjoying complete autonomy has a Federal Legislature. But 
provincial autonomy is as good as we have in Bengal, perhaps better. Take 
for example the State of Victoria with Melbourne as its capital. Its area is 
a little over 87,000 square miles as compared with 82,000 square miles of 
Bengal. The population is, of course, less than 2 millions as compared with 
60 millions in Bengal. 

The State revenue exceeds 30 million pounds — about 40 orores of Indian 
rupees, — including income from State railways, State water-supply and State 
coal-mines, State electrical undertakings etc. In fact, the taxation was only 
4 million according to an old report — about 54 crores of rupees from land, 
stamp and other duties, licenses, etc., whereas 26 millions is derived from 
State undertakings. The value of agricultural productions exceeds 20 
millions, pastoral industry (cattle) and dairy industry over 30 millions, mining 
industry 2 millions and forest industry 2 millions. The labour party in 
Australia is most powerful and has formed Ministries in Federal as well as 
State Legislatures. We are all expecting doles from Delhi. But doles from 
Delhi will not be forthcoming every year. Central expenditures are mount- 
ing very high and there is a big Budget deficit and then post-war under- 
takings would exhaust central resources. Hence the necessity of State 
eocialism in Bengal to augment the provincial revenues as provincial taxa- 
tion has almost reached its limit. State socialism is not communism nor 
Hitler’s national socialism. State railways, for example, of the Govern- 
ment of India is an instance of State socialism. What we require is State 
purchase of coal-mining rights and even of the collieries in Bengal, State 
purchase of inland navigation vessels and workshops from the India General 
Steam Navigation and Eiver Steam Navigation Companies and their expan- 
sion, State purchase of electrical undertakings like the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation and its expansion throughout Bengal, State under- 
taking of motor transport, many more canal and irrigation schemes and 
public works yielding incomes. These seem to me to be the best solutions 
of our revenue difficulties. The finances should come from State loans and 
bonds like the United Provinces bonds which financed the great irrigation 
and hydro-electric works in Northern India. A loan of Es. 50 crores at 

4 per cent, would mean a recurring charge of Es. 3 crores in interest and 
sinking charges. If this Es. 50 crores is judiciously invested on State 
undertakings and if the management is as sound as the management of the 
Government of India State railways, we may expect a net revenue of 

5 crores to relieve taxation in future. 
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Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY; Mr. Deputy President, Sir, our 
new Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. Goswami, serves us with tons of 
words in support of the disbursement of tens of money hitherto unprecedent- 
ed in Bengal’ s financial history. While we listened to his saccharine stories 
of millions of rupees being ear-marked for the famine-ridden populace of 
Bengal, our mind’s eyes visualised only pictures of ‘‘skin and bone'’ still 
roaming about in the streets of mofussil towns and thousands of Bengal’s 
villages. Soothing promises, jugglei^y with figures, bombastic and 
occasionally inaccurate statements, however grandiloquently proclaimed 
and propagated, fail to appease the hunger of the millions and restore the 
confidence of the people in the sincerity of the Government. In the Finance 
Minister’s speech we find the smoke-screen of explanations, expostulation, 
protestation, accusation, acrimony and even threat — -all of them put together 
will be but poor platitudes in the face of the crisis of Bengal that is lurking 
ahead. 

The most important heads dealt with in his speech are extraordinary 
charges in India, Finance and Agriculture. 

As regards the first head, in which the Department of Civil Supplies is 
included, the estimate of the latter department is raised from 1 crore of the 
current year to Es. 1 crore 48 lakhs for the next year. I must say and I 
think the House will agree with me that this increase of expenditure on this 
iepartmeiit from Es. 4 lakhs in 1942-43 to Es. 1 crore and 48 lakhs in 1944-45 
stands in dismal contrast to the manner in which this department is being 
administered. It is everywhere characterised by bungling, mismanagement 
ind the whole administrative edifice is rotten to the core. It served only 
to import kicks to the peasants, slaps to the townspeople and at present 
Knocks at the Hindu gods and goddesses in the different temples of Calcutta. 
The recent Calcutta rationing and the way in which rice, kerosine oil and 
sugar control is operating throughout the province are a poor testimony to 
the efficiency of this department. As regards famine, the provision of 261 
lakhs for the next year is too meagre for the purpose, including as it does 
3oth gratuitous relief and test relief works. The calculation behind the 
estimate under this he.id bespeaks the lack of vision of the Finance Minister 
ind the Ministry as a whole and is based on irresponsible unreality, so charac- 
teristic of our Ministerial high personages. I do not know how the Finance 
Minister could see glimpses of recovery of Bengal from the shock of famine; 
but I think even the most incorrigible optimist will not say that Bengal is 
)ut of the woods. Diseases are on the increase and those who crawled out of 
:he hands of famine will succumb to the ravages of disease. The provision 
)f only 62 lakhs for medical relief is too insignificant a sum considering 
the immensity of the requirements and vastness of the people to be served. 

[ am not propagating alarmism, but I am only presenting a true picture of 
*ural Bengal which is far away from the coloured and spectacled gaze of our 
X)pular Finance Minister. 

As regards Agriculture and the “Grow More Food” campaign, there are 
?10U8 wishes in the budget of cultivating existing old lands more intensely 
^ud also bringing into cultivation waste lands; but the methods suggested, 
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namely, improved manuring composts, irrigation and improved seeds, are 
disappointing. What about the poor devitalised human staff that will work 
out the much-vaunted scheme of “Grow More Food’’ in the- fields? What 
about the reclamation of thousands of acres of paddy lands where sand has 
been deposited by the last Damodar flood? Embankment of the Damodar 
can probably eliminate flood, but not certainly the sand deposit. Then the 
cattle resources are poor and dwindling and rumours are afloat about the 
destruction of the cattle of Bengal for meat purposes on a large scale. No 
provision is made about fodder for the cattle, nothing for housing those 
rendered houseless, i.e., settling the vagrants in their proper places. The 
Bengal Destitute Persons (Relief and Repatriation) Bill is a punitive 
measure to them and the Finance Minister’s poor houses, relief measures 
and work houses can touch but a fringe of the problem when the Finance 
Minister admits that no separate provision has been made for the economic, 
and social rehabilitation of the vast masses. 

Coming to the income side of the Finance Minister’s speech, it is interest- 
ing to note that Excise duty is yielding more, which is a sad commentary on 
the morals of the people of Bengal. He expects to raise 10 crores more for 
this year and next year and probably this will come, though he does not 
mention it, from the Sales Tax and Agricultural Income-tax. But even a 
novice in economics will understand that the incidence of both these taxes will 
ultimately fall upon the poorer sections of the people. The wholesaler will 
pass on the increased Sale Tax to the retailer who, in his turm, will pass it on 
to the ultimate consumer. 

The ze7mndar<% 'patnidars, landholders — who will be hit by the Agri- 
cultural Income-tax will similarly pass on the same, in one form or other, to 
the XLU^QVrfoiyats and hhagchdsis. Not only that, the zemitidarsy already 
scared by the Floud Commission’s Report and the Government’s action upon 
it, will be further struck by this measure and as a result they will squeeze 
their raiyats and put a stop to all humanitarian works so long undertaken 
by them in the interests of the people. But these taxation measures upon 
the dying Bengal, bled white by the ravages of famine and calamities, are 
to be “engines of social and national policy” of our popular Finance 
Minister who .thinks that we in Bengal have not yet exhausted our taxable 
resources. But from his own admission, the increase in expenditure under 
Jails” is due “to a large extent to the result of desperation on the part of 
those who found themselves driven nearer and nearer the verge of starvation”. 
They certainly committed offences against the law of the land — the law 
that could commit them to prisons, but could not feed them and clothe 
them. Then, the question arises: how the Government will get the 
money — how it will meet this heavy deficit? To this my first suggestion 
is that the Government must approach the Central Government for a very 
substantial financial help — not by way of loan but by way of subvention 
from the Centre. It is now almost universally admitted that the last 
famine was purely a man-made thing, a creation of the war for which 
Bengal is in no way responsible. It is only because Bengal happens 
to be on the eastern frontier of India that she has been suffering so much. 
If the promotion of war efforts be the first and foremost concern of the whole 
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of India, is it not an essential and moral obligation on the part of the Central 
Government to help Bengal substantially with money at this hour? His 
Excellency the new Governor of Bengal has stated that he will make Bengal 
a “contented base for the promotion of the war in the East”. The term “a 
contented base” is, of course, very ambiguous and we do not quite under- 
stand what His Excellency really means by it. If he means by this that he 
will make the people of Bengal happy and contented so that the universal 
country-wide contentment of the people may promote the war efforts to such 
an extent as has never been dreamt of by any one, we may certainly expect 
His Excellency to try his utmost to prevail upon the Central Government 
to grant this subvention at this critical hour of her very existence. 

Secondly, Government must curtail all unnecessary expenses. The Civil 
Supplies Department along with some other departments are spending money 
quite lavishly for the upkeep of a very costly establishment with princely 
salaries to all at the top. In fact, there is still sufficient scope for saving 
a substantial portion of public money from these departments. The expenses 
under the Head of Parliamentary Secretaries may also be referred to in this 
connection. At the time of such heavy deficit in the Government’s revenue 
income, is it not desirable that the Ministry should do away with at least a 
substantial portion of this costly show ? For, if you go on taxing the people 
in this way, the backbone of the people will break down. 

To the Finance Minister the State is in the last resort Force; but a truer 
conception of organised human society is that the State is always Service. 
But maj" I finish by asking this question to our popular Finance Minister : 
does this mean that it is for the Government of which he i-s an engine to 
administer new and new taxation measures and apply force for their 
realisation and it is for the famished humanity of Bengal to serve the Govern- 
ment by dancing at their behests and by meeting demands even to the point 
of committing suicide? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Mr. Deputy President, Sir, before I take up my subject, the subject of 
agriculture, I should like to make a few observations regarding some com- 
ments in respect of the general aspect of the Budget. Sir, most of the 
honourable members in the Opposition criticized the Budget saying that it is 
a dismal Budget, that it does not show any feeling of sympathy for the 
people, that it has concealed facts and so on and so forth. But, Sir, on a 
cursory examination of the Budget it will be apparent that it is a bold, 
courageous and straightforward Budget. We have taken every step to help 
our starving millions, for which we have been compelled even to tax our 
people. We have taken the odium of taxation for helping the starving 
population. There was no jugglery of figures. There was no attempt 
made to show that we are trying to balance the receipts and the expenditure. 
It is apparent from the figures in the Budget that we are making earnest 
and honest attempts and are risking everything in order to save the starv- 
ing population. Sir, we know how budgets are prepared ordinarily. We 
know that in 1939 the Finaiice Minister presented a surplus Budget of one 
crore of rupees, but he did not think it proper to spend money out of it on 
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any agricultural or industrial scheme, because he thought that the result 
might be uncertain. But here it is a different story. Here we are going 
to spend everything we have, and we are also incurring debts up to any 
amount necessary in order to save our own people from death by starvation. 

Sir, it is 'said that this is a Ministry-saving Budget. How this can be 
said I do not understand, because the Judget itself shows that the Ministry 
is risking the odium of taxation. If they were prepared to placate 
the people, they would not have imposed any taxation at all. They would 
have merely incurred debts and incurred loans and imposed no taxation. I 
do not also understand why taxation has been so much criticised, because if 
taxation is necessary at any time it is necessary now. We must save our 
people at any cost by taxing all who are able to pay the tax. The two 
taxation bills which are going to be presented are of such a kind that they 
will not touch the poor at all. One of these is the Sales Tax of which the 
rate has been increased from one pice to two pice, although the poor 
man^s cloth has been excluded from this tax. Formerly, cloth was not 
exempted from this tax but in the present Bill the poor man’s cloth has been 
entirely excluded and it is only the other articles that are going to be taxed. 
Sir, all civilized countries, whenever they are in difficulty as regards their 
financial resources, resort to indirect taxation, which is supposed to be the 
.best form of taxation because it comes from the consumers who feel the tax 
very little and because it is levied at a very low rate. Germany and 
France after the last war recovered their financial position by resorting to 
this sort of taxation which is better known as turn-over tax. 1 do not 
also understand why, while we claim self-government and expect all sorts 
of amenities of life and social service for the people, 
should not be prepared to tax' ourselves. We make ourselves the 
•laughing-stock of the world by saying that we do not want to tax ourselves 
but at the same time want this thing and that for ourselves. We have our 
genuine grievances against the Government of India; but in the hope of 
getting assistance from that Government are we to sit idle and close-fisted 
in our places and see our people dying by hundreds and thousands without 
making any attempt to tax ourselves? Are we to go with begging bowls 
to other people to help us? Is that the policy which should guide us? 1 
think that is not a reasonable or proper attitude which any reasonable 
politician should take. 

Sir, I now come to my special subject, namely, the Agriculture Depart- 
ment. First of all, I must apologise to my esteemed friend, — not only 
friend, but my guruj as I call him, because it is from him that I learnt my 
lessons in service and he has always been more than a brother to me and I 
have nothing but respect and affection for him — , I mean Khan Bahadur 
Saheb Abdul Momin. It was quite in an unguarded moment that I told 
him that nothing better could be done by anybody else, to which a reference 
was made by him yesterday. I had told him so because he had told me of 
the proverb that whatever goes to a salt mine becomes salty . Sir, 
it had pained me very much that knowing me as he does for the last 40 
years, knowing me as he does that I am a man who would rather break than 
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bend, and knowing that I have been trying my best — he oonld make such a 
remark as he did. Sir, I have been trying my best and I explained to him 
my diflS^culties, my disadvantages, my disabilities for which I have not been 
able to do as much as I could wish. But in spite of that he passed that 
uncharitable remark. I now think that I should not have said what I said 
at the time and I tender to my friend the Khan Bahadur my sincerest apology. 

I now propose to deal with the various items to which attention has been 
drawn by different members. Sir, no one knows better than I do about the 
defects of the Agriculture Department. But, Sir, we had our disadvantages. 
The first disadvantage was inadequacy of staff. We have got one 
demonstrator for serving lakhs of agricultural population : that is 
absurd. Is it possible to expect any substantial — any appreciable — work 
when one demonstrator is trying to serve an agricultural population of IJ 
lakhs, as compared with one per ten thousand in the Punjab? Then, Sir, 
our staff was not prepared for an abnormal time like this. The gigantic 
scale at which we had to distribute seeds and other things — they were not 
used to. There was a country-wide demand for seeds of aman and aus paddy, 
because on account of the distress the agriculturists had eaten up the seeds. 
So we had to make the best of a bad job. I say there had been many 
difficulties. Many of the -seeds were probably not of the desired kind; but 
that could not be prevented when things had to be done in such a hurry and 
on such a large scale, .At the same time, I do not believe that there has been 
no result out of that. A bumper crop of both amaTv and aus after the distress 
of such a magnitude we could not expect without Government help. A large 
proportion of the seeds distributed must have gone to the poorer section who 
had none at all. Some portion might have been frittered away — I do not 
deny that; but a very large portion must have gone to the needy people and 
was of real help to the cultivators and it contributed to the bumper crop of 
both aman and cms. I also admit that there have been some defects in the 
distribution of rahi crop, such as potato. On account of transport difficulty, 
on account of delay in getting sanction, and on account of the conditions 
imposed by the Government of India, the scheme partially failed. The 
Government of India directed that potato should be purchased and distributed 
to agriculturists at a subsidised rate. But even at the subsidised rate the 
price was high — Rs. 20 a maund, and the agriculturists would not purchase 
at that rate. The Agriculture Department could not sell at a lower rate 
without consulting the Finance Department. They had to refer the matter to 
the Finance Department. The Finance Department took a lot of time and 
the result was that some portion of the potato became rotten and a portion 
had to be sold at a low rate. Similarly with regard to wheat. There were 
transport difficulties : wagons could not be had and wheat coming from 
Bihar was delayed by six weeks on account of a railway accident. All these 
difficulties had to be encountered. This is the first year and we had to 
encounter difficulties but I think all these difficulties will not exist in 
future. But there are some deep-rooted difficulties which would require 
some time to be eradicated. From the experience of this year we have taken 
lesson and hope to be able to get rid of most of them in future. Then 
regarding observation of certain members that mere distribution of seeds 
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does not mean actual production of more food. We also never thought that 
by mere distribution of seeds we would guarantee more crops. We did not 
lose sight of this point : so not only we distributed seeds but we distributed 
manure, we distributed fodder as well as seeds for the ‘production of 
fodder. We also considered small irrigation schemes. For this purpose, 
I am in close touch with the Irrigation Minister and small irrigation 
schemes will be got through within a short time. We have already taken up 
compost of water-hyacinth as has been suggested by one honourable member. 
We are going to tap this source on an extensive scale in East Bengal, where 
water-hyacinth is available everywhere. 

As regards cultivation of waste lands, we have, after long correspondence 
with the Government of India, just been able to arrange that no 
land should remain uncultivated. Owners of cultivable waste lands will have 
to cultivate their lands within a fortnight of the issue of orders by Govern- 
ment in this respect. If the owner does not cultivate the waste land within 
the time, Government would take charge of the land and allot it to culti- 
vators at a nominal rent. We have also been in correspondence with the 
Railway Department regarding the lands lying on the sides of railway lines 
and we are going to take over charge of these lands for getting them culti- 
vated by the agriculturists. 

We have a scheme regarding the breeding of cattle. We are going to 
start cattle-breeding in every subdivision which we had not hitherto done. 
We want to replenish the stocks of plough-cattle whose want the agricul- 
turists have been feeling very much. We have also a scheme regarding 
poultry and fish culture before us, and another for manufacture and dis- 
tribution of sulphate ammonite for manure purpose. We have all these 
schemes. But you cannot expect that all the schemes would mature in a day. 
Nobody can expect that. Nobody would be happier than me if they really 
matured overnight. But that will be asking for the impossible. (Dr. Kumtjd 
Ray: Have you inherited any scheme from the past Ministry?) I 
do not think that there was any scheme under the consideration of the 
previous Agriculture Minister. Then, we have a scheme for the artificial 
insemination of cattle-breeding. By this method good results have been 
achieved in Russia. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta had referred to the 
vernalisation of seeds in his Budget speech of last year and even that we 
are considering. We have asked for contribution from the Imperial Agri- 
cultural Research Institute to experiment whether by this method we can- 
not produce aus crops before the floods come in Bengal. We are doing 
everything that is humanly possible. 

Sir, agriculture is a national cause. I have always been saying that we 
must not leave the agriculturists to their own fate, because we know that 66-6 
per cent, of our peasants hold only 4 acres or less land per family. Is it 
possible for these poor agriculturists to get proper finance for cattle, seeds 
and implements for the cultivation of their land? If we want to get proper 
return from the land, we must treat agriculture as a national concern and not 
allow the agriculturists to shift for themselves. 
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Next, I should like to say a few words with regard to the remarks made 
by my lioiiourahle friend Mr. Hamidul Hiiq Choiidhury in respect of the 
Etural Reconstruction Department. He laid that this department is not at 
ill necessary because the Agriculture ami Public Health Departments should 
lo this work. I Avish to tell him that we met Colonel Brayne only 
^'esterday ajid we heard from him how villages have been turned 
nto heavens. 1 would tell my friend tliat rural reconstruction work 
?an be done withoui, spending money from the Budget but b> infusing 
he spirii of self-help, and we are going to experiment it here. We have 
)ne Rural Reconstruction Director wilh only one Assistant; the staif 
las not yet been appointed bec^ause of war conditions, but if this departmenl 
s properly organised a lol of work could be done, and we could show 
voiiderful and spectacular results by infusing the spirit of self-help and 
voluntary labour. I am not sitting idle: 1 have been trying ray level best 
o develop agriculture and place it on a firmer and sounder basis so that ii 
nay serve the agriculturists properly and may show tangible results. We are 
lot satisfied with the present agricultural organisations. We have already 
lecided upon bringing a gentleman of great experience from the Punjab, 
[vlian Bahadur Alfaz Hossain, in order that hy following his advice Bengal 
nay become a surplus ])r()vince like that of the Punjab. If necessary, we 
vould go to other places and even to Egypt for specialists, because, in Egypt 
laddy is grown at the rate of 80 mauiids per acre, as against 18 maunds in 
Bengal in spite of its ])roverbial fertility. We are not sparing anything to 
'm prove the condition of ‘our agriculturists and we are doing ii at any cost 
Hid at any risk. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is very difficult to 
iovetail discussion on food on to a Budget discussion. References bave been 
made to certain aspects of tbe Eood Department. T shall try and give a 
general answer without any detailed discussion on our food policy. This is 
not tbe time and tbe opjiortunity to try to ajiportion responsibility for wbai 
has occurred and for the food crisis; but there can be no doubt about it that 
much of our divsastei\s was due to war conditions in Bengal, — a position which 
some vocal people in this province not infrequently ate unable to recognise 
on account of their factious outlook, a position which. does not seem to liaAn* 
been appreciated sufficiently by other provinces or even by the Government 
nf India or by the world public wlio are showing much sympathetic interest 
in the condition of Bengal. Tliere (-an be no doubt about it, Sir, that much 
nf our expenditure on food, on famine, on medicines and on schemes of 
rehabilitation have bad to be incurred on account of the special war conditions 
in Bengal, and there can also be no doubt about it that Bengal is entitled to 
have these expenses re-imbursed. I do not know which is the Governmeut 
that will ultimately pay to Bengal the expenses which it has had to incur on 
account of the incidence of the war near its borders ; but certainly the people 
of Bengal should not be called upon lo bear this terrible burden. Sir, a 
eertain honourable member has referred to an inordinate increase in the 
expenditure on the staff of the Civil Supplies Department and has asserted 
that there was no valid reason for any increase on the staff. I may tell the 
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House that I consider that the staff attached io niy department is wholly 
inadequate for the work that it has undertaken and is being called upon to 
perform, and we have requested the Government of India and other 
provincial governments to send us many more oiB&cers in order to be able to 
cope with the work. This will obviously need further expenditure on staff. 
While on this subject, I would like to mention a point which was raised by 
you, Sir, in respect of officers of the Bengal Junior Civil Service. I need 
hardly tell you that we greatly sympaihise with them and that it is a matter 
which is not outside the scope of our consideration. We have come across 
many of them. They are fine young men from whom we expect a high 
standard of duty and a high standard of living and a high standard of 
honesty; the conditions under which they serve are of such a nature that 
they obviously find it very difficult in spite of their best endeavours to 
maintain those standards. I have the greatest sympathy with these conditions 
and I believe that these officers deserve the greatest eiicoviiuw^ from Govern- 
ment, for they do their duty under very difficult circumstances. I have 
already said that that is not outside the scope of the consideration of this 
Government. Much has been said regarding the quality of rice which it has 
been my good or bad fortune to place here in Calcutta for rationing. I am 
prepared to admit it, and I have seen it not only from rice brought to me 
from these shops but I have gone lound myself and inspected many shops 
and I found that in some places the rice is bad, and in some shops I found 
that the rice is inordinately good. My endeavour is to better the quality as 
time passes and we are taking steps to replace bad rice in these shops. To 
give you an example, I received from a certain gentlemen a sample of bad 
rice that was being sold in one of these shops ; I had the matter immediately 
enquired into and all the rice in that shop inspected. It was found on 
examination that there were only two bags that were of bad quality and the 
rest were good Dehra Dun rice. It happened unluckily that this unfortunate 
person appeared in the shop when the bag containing the bad rice was being 
opened and doled out. The bad rice in that shop was immediately replaC/Cd. 
Now, Sir, most of this rice, as the honourable members know, and as a 
matter of fact, all the rice has come from outside Bengal. It is unfortunate, 
but it does happen in such critical periods, that every one takes advantage 
of his neighbour who is not so fortunately situated ; and the rice that we have 
received from the other Governments does not do credit either to the mentality 
or to the honesty of those gentlemen who are entrusted with the task of 
procuring and sending rice to us. At that moment it was not possible for 
Bengal to create difficulties, or to refuse the rice that came, and we were so 
hard up at that time for foodgrains that even thie, bad quality rice was 
accepted by the people in preference to starvation. Even now when we have 
started sampling the bags and returning bad cpiality rice to the Government 
of India and to the other Governments we have come across bags which when 
opened have been found to contain at the top and lower layers good rice and 
in the middle, hanhar, stones, sand and all sorts of things. That could only 
be done By persons deliberately. It is not possible when you are sampling 
the rice from outside by means of homos — a sort of instrument for sampling 
rice to discover this method of cheating, but we are trying our best to detect 
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it and are bringing it to the notice of the Oovernment concerned. But 1 
suppose this will continue for some time. The solution obviously is to have 
inspection at both ends. The Government of India refused to accept the 
responsibility of inspecting rice that was being sent out by the various 
provincial governments to Bengal, saying* that the various receiving pro- 
vincial governments should set up their own inspecting agency. Now, this is 
something which is pretty nearly impossible and extremely difficult as the 
Government of India itself found to its cost. For instance, when we tried 
to set up this inspecting agency in the Punjab in the beginning, we found 
that we would have to inspect foodgrains in at least 400 different stations, 
and this mean that we shall have to keep a very large number of inspectors 
scattered all over India for the purpose of foodgrains to be sent out to Bengal. 
We have now been able to bring the inspecting agency in the Punjab under 
control and the quality of rice that we are now getting from the Punjab is 
good. But, Sir, it is not possible to have extensive agencies for all these 
areas from where we expect to get rice. So we are now inspecting rice when 
it arrives here, and when we come across a bad patch we forward samples 
and reports to the various Governments and to the Government of India. As 
for our ration godowns, we have taken steps to take out all rice out of the 
godowns of doubtful quality and which do not come to the accepted standards. 
Some of them we are reconditioning and some which are not worth recon- 
ditioning we are not putting on the market; but we propose to dispose 
of it either as cattle fodder or for industrial purposes. Added to this, 
honourable members can realise that it is extremely difficult to be sure 
whether the rice that is being supplied to the people is exactly the same rice 
which we have supplied to tlie ration shops for distribution. We are trying 
our level best to have a proper system of inspection and to be certain before 
rice is delivered that the rice is of good quality. It may be a matter of some 
relief to know that the quality of imported rice is now better than it had been 
last year and there are very few cases now in which we have to report to the 
various Governments regarding bad quality. But honourable members 
should realise that however much we may try to keep rice in perfect condition, 
its quality must deteriorate after some time. But there is no justification 
for receiving a bag of rice which has got 90 per cent, brokens or 50 per cent, 
mud or hhusi and so on. In that case there is no doubt that there is a 
deliberate intention to adulterate on the other side. (Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti: What about less weight?) Well, there can be nothing 
wrong with the weight. Every shop has been supplied with weights and 
Scales. There is a man who sits at the back who goes on weighing in the 
presence of the public and puts the foodgrains in certain measures. But if 
any person wants that his foodgrains which he takes out of the measures 
should be weighed again, that is weighed again in his presence. While we 
are talking about our ration shops, I must say that the incident referred to by 
my esteemed friend and Buzurg Khan Bahadur Momin is shocking. There 
can be no possible justification for the conduct of the officer that I can con- 
ceive of. It may be that he was probably overwhelmed with a large number 
of applications for new ration cards, because in spite of our advertisements 
and requests to the people to register themselves at these shops they did not 
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do so and rushed to these shops at the very last moment. At the same time 
there does not seem to he any justification why after all these days my 
esteemed colleague is still without his cards for his servants. I can only 
recount what had nearly happened to myself, the Minister of Civil Supplies. 
1 was in a more advantageous position than he was ; but I could only get cards 
for myself, my people and my servants in the very nick of time. I am nol 
certain why Khan Bahadur Saheb did not refer to me; it may be because 
he did not want to put me to any difficulty or embarrassment, but if he had 
referred the matter to me I think I could have taken very early steps te 
liave it remedied. When I say so it is not merely because Khan Bahadur 
♦Saheb happens to be a friend of mine and because we entertain high regard 
for him, but as a member of the public. I have had many cases which have 
been referred to me and have been immediately attended to. Similarly, 
I think if Khan Bahadur Saheb had done so, I would have treated him in 
the same manner. 

Now I may come back to certain very important suggestions that have 
been made by Mr. Laidlaw 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of 
information. Sir. While on this subject, may I know whether the Hon’ble 
Minister is aware of the fact that rice is not weighed in some of the shops 
but it is served and distributed in tin mugs of one seer, I seer, etc. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have already said that 
instructions have been issued that there shall be one person wlio will be 
weighing and going on serving the public with these weighed measures, i)ut 
it the public desire to have their things weighed in their presence they are 
entitled to have them weighed. I think that by s-o doing there will be a 
certain percentage of loss to Government but Government will have to bear 
that loss which is made up by traders by the deft manipulation of their little 
finger, which our people have yet to learn. 

Mr. Laidlaw referred to a very important aspect of our problems, namely, 
that of putting more consumers’ goods on the market. That is what we are 
attempting to do and an ofiieer of the Supply Depiirtment of the Government 
of India has been placed at our disposal to whom we assigned these duties. 
He has advanced very far in his attempts to provide these consumers’ goods, 
and we are making every effort to obtain them and to put them on the 
market through trade channels. He also said that there should be a bettei' 
recovery of loans. This we are certainly looking into, because these recoveries 
of loan mean more foodgrains coming into the market. But perliaps it has 
not been realised to the extent that is desirable that the richer agriculturist 
who made considerable sums of money last year and who this year has also 
got a good crop is not the person who is in difficulty or in debt. It is the 
smaller agriculturist who suffered last year and who probably has not been 
able to get his annual requirements this year that has incurred debts, now 
and for several years past ; and it will be somewhat hard on him particularly 
after the famine that he has passed through and after all the efforts that we 
are making to rehabilitate the people, to force him to sell his goods in order 
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to discharge his loans when we find that he has not got a sufficiency. There 
fore, although we are most anxious and we have issued instructions to our 
officers to gather in Ihese agricultural loans — it can be only up to a certain 
point, namely, without oppression oIL the agriciiltiirisi . I agree with 
Mr. Laidlaw when he says that our trading operations should be on strictly 
business lines. That is, so far as procurement is concerned they are being 
conducted on strictly business lines and those trading operations are undei- 
the supervision of the best-known merchants that we have in this province. 
At tlie same time, I may say that tlie trading operations of Government as 
such cannot be on strictly business lines because we are paying luglier 
prices and we shall have to sell at lower prices. As time ])asses, we 
are not slackejiing in our effort to bring down prices, maiking down -our 
stocks and depreciating stocks and in consequence we are incurring loss. 
We have to do Ibis in order to bring ibe prices down to a level which we 
think will be fair botfi to Ihe agriculturist and the (‘oiisumei*. As 1 said on 
the first occasion, in our opinion we have not reached that level yet. Before 
1 sit down. Sir, I want to say one thing more to which reference has not 
been made but which i)erhaps the House oughi to know and that is that we 
feel that the crisis which our ))eople have passed through has left them in an 
extremely vulnerable j)()siti()U. The poorer section of our ])eople are now in 
a mu(!li more dangerous siiuatiou than they were before the crisis overtook 
them. Many of them Jiave disposed of whatever resources they possessed. 
The ornaments of their families, their tluihs and hatis and even tlie corrugated 
tins off theii* sheds. We liave been trying to re-establisli them os much as 
))Ossible, particularly those who had to sell their lands in order to maintain 
themselves. Bui as a general proj)osition, in order lo put these jxjople on 
liieir feet W(^ shall have to go in for extensive scliemeH of rehabilitation. 
Goverjiineiit have been examining these scliemes and they are nearly ready. 
The c-ost of tliese schemes is likely lo be tremendous but T believe that the 
House will support us in any measure that we may adopt for the rehabilitation 
of these people, liowever, costly it may he. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; 

Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 1 am sorry i was not ])resent yesterday when 
some criticisms and complaints were made by Dr. K. S. Ray against Budget 
provision relating to my department. But the Parliamentary Secretary kept 
notes. Now, Sir, bis first (om plaint is that lie lias not found sufficient pro- 
vision for medical relief in rural areas. According to biin, a sum of Rs. 53 
lakhs provided for additional beds in the hospitals is meagre. He complained 
that according to bis calculation if the entire provision of Rs. 53 lakhs is 
spent, the expenditure per bed would be Rs. 30 a month or Re. 1 per day 
per bed and he was at a loss to find how it would be sufficient for maintain- 
ing the whole establishment. I think he is under some misconception, 
because the provision of Rs. 53 lakhs is for three months only. So the basis 
of the calculation of Dr. Ray is not correct, namely, Re. 1 per bed per day. 
We are not tied up for money for spending on medical relief and money 
is not our problem in giving sufficient medical relief. The real difficulty 
is want of sufficient number of doctors and nurses to cover the whole 
province with a large number of dispensaries, as we desire to do. 
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Then, there is another complaint made by Dr. Ray and that is that the 
80 volunteers sent by the Indian Medical Association who volunteered to do 
work in connection with medical relief service have not been utilised on the 
ground of language difficulty. This I am afraid is not correct. We have 
not refused any doctors on account of the language difficulty. It is also 
not correct to say that we have refused offers from other provinces on this 
score. On the other hand, we appealed to the Government of India for 
doctors as far back#as October last and 1 am glad to say that some doctors 
have been sent by them. In view of this, I do not know how it could be 
said that we have not accepted the offer of doctors by the Indian Medical 
Association or other provinces. The wrong impression is probably based 
on the fact that one of our officers told the Indian Medical Association on 
'phone that so long as we get Bengalee doctors we would not go on 
recruiting doctors of other provinces. But it is not true that we have 
refused to take the doctors sent by the Medical Association. On the other 
hand, we have written to the Association for doctors and although some 
doctors offered their services they have not joined the service. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: May I put a question to the Hon’ble 
Minister? Is it a fact that out of 5(1 doctors who know the Bengalee 
language only 33 have been absolved? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: I do not 

think it is correct. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Is it a fact that the Government took 
one month to reply to the offer of the Indian Medical Association? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUdDIN AHMAD: I am afraid, 
this also is not correct. On the other hand, we approached the Indian 
Medical Association for more doctors, because we have gone on recruiting 
not only doctors but also medical students for our services. 

Now, Sir, another complaint has been made by Ur. Ray that we have 
made scanty provision for quinine. He himself admitted that there is a 
provision of Rs. 60 lakhs for quinine. We have got sufficient stocks of 
quinine this year. We have procured quinine from the Government of 
India and we have in the Budget estimates 18 lakhs for free distribution 
of quinine. As a matter of fact, we have made provision for over 13 lakhs. 
All told, we have got a stock of 60 lakhs rupees worth of quinine at the 
rate of Rs. 35 per lb. So far as this year’s Budget is concerned, we will 
not feel any difficulty. We have arranged with the India Government for 
supplies as well as from other provinces. Now, the question has been 
raised as to whether we have any long-term or short-term policy regard- 
ing the increase of quinine output in Bengal which is necessary on account 
of the fall of Java. The Hon^ble Minister for Forests and Excise explained 
the position fully in reply to a question in the other House. But I may only 
say that the output of quinine in the Mungpoo plantation has been increased 
from 45,000 lbs. to 70,000 lbs. The Hon’ble Minister for Forests has 
explored other avenues for increased production by bringing more land under 
cultivation for quinine. 
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In order t<j accelerate the reoruitnient of doctorn to make up for acute 
shortage of doctors for running so many hospitals, I may say that we are 
offering very attractive emoluments to the doctors. I hope patriotic doctors 
will come forward for this relief work. We are also thinking of conscript- 
ing doctors throughout the whole province, if the doctors do not come 
forward in spite of our attractive emoluments. 

Then as regards nurses, 1 admit there is an acute shortage not only here 
in Bengal, hut throughout India. When 1 was in Delhi, I discussed the 
matter in proper quarter, hut the difficulty pointed out to me was that Indian 
nurses did not want to move from their localities. As regards Indian ladies 
and girls, we all know their number is very small in this profession. 
In spite of our best attempts in the past sufficient number of Indian ladies 
and girls have not joined in this profession. However, we will try our best 
to give them all facilities and attractive pay and other emoluments. We 
have arranged for more emergency hospitals and relief centres and we have 
added 500 hospitals of 20 emergency beds each. There are already extra 
beds attached to several charitable dispensaries in several thanas and union 
boards. 

Sir, another honourable member raised the (iuestion of health visitors 
and increase in the number of maternity centres. Already there is a provi- 
sion in the Budget for all these things. There is a grant for maternity 
centres and we propose to start more maternity centres. 

With regard to increase in the number of Lady Health Visitors, I may 
say that we are considering how we can do it. Then as regards the criticism 
of Dr. Bay that there is no plan for Public Health or for medical service, I 
say that Dr. Eay has said this through lack of information. Because, 
already the question of post-war reconstruction is engaging our serious 
attention, and we are aware that there is need of medical service in the 
rural areas. For that reason we have started emergency hospitals in places 
where needed and at some placos the service is being rendered by the military. 
So far as the military help is concerned, I certainly acknowledge their service 
with gratitude, but the extent of service which our department is rendering 
is much more. It is true that the quality of the military service is much 
better than ours and this is because we have not paid sufficient attention 
to our medical service in the past. Indeed, the speed and dexterity with 
which the military medical units work are certainly admirable. They 
have done one very good thing by showing to our medical profession bow 
promptly and expeditiously emergency medical service can be rendered. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 want to put some questions to the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of Public Health 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am very sorry to say 
that the time at our disposal is too short to afford the facdlity asked for by 
the honourable member. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Deputy Presh 
dent, the remainder of the time at the disposal of the House is very short. 
But the fact that three of my honourable colleagues have spoken on their 
lespective subjects makes my task very easy. 
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With your permission, 1 shall first refer to tlie assistance from the 
Government of India. 1 must thank the honounahle members for support- 
ing my contention that we are entitled to assistance in a very ample measure 
from the Centre in view of the fact that the present dilapidated financial 
position of Bengal is largely due to the ijupact of war conditions. Between 
my Budget s])eech and the Budget, speech of the Hon ’hie Einance Member 
of India yesterday, I received intimation from New Delhi indicating the way 
the Government of India’s mind was working on tliis question. Sir, yester- 
day the Hon’ble Sir Jeremy Raisman made his Budget speech, and I take 
the opportunity of (|Uoting a jnissage from his speecJj which bears on the 
(piestion of relief to Bengal. The Hon’ble Sir Jeremy Riusman said — 

“The llevised Estimates include provision for a grant up to 3 irores by 
way of Central assistance to Bengal in meeting the heavy expendi- 
ture the Province of Bengal has ]>een cjilled upon to bear on famine 
relief. Without attempting* tx) assign causes or to impinge on the 
strict constitutional allocation of financial i*esponsibility, we feel 
that the f^ilamity which has overtaken large areas of the Presidency 
is so unique and of such magnitude as to justify siibshintial con- 
tributioji from Centml resources botli this year and the next. The 
actual amount of the grant in each yeai* will l)e a proportion of the 
booked expenditure under certain famine heads.” 

Sir, 1 am extremely grateful to the Hon’ble Finance Member of India for 
a recognition of our claim, but I hope I shall liave tlie continued su])port of 
the House in pressing my claim further. For 1 find that his pi'esenl, proposals 
are entirely inadequate to meet the situation. To my mind what should be 
settled with the Government of India is a fair principle by which, say, at 
the close of the hostilities or at. some specified date, Bengal will be free from 
4dl unproductive debts. I am grateful to the honourable members for their 
support. I hope I shall have their support in my contention that it would 
be inappropriate for me to argue my case with the (Tovernment of India on 
the floor of the House. Ft is a <ielicate matter ])ut J repeat that the Finance 
Member of India bus recognised the basis of our claiu) and the justice of our 
contention. 

It would be unue(;es.S4iry for me after my three preceding colleagues to 
deal with any other specific points. There is one point U) wdiich I would like 
to refer although it does not relate strictly to finance. Jt is the (piestion of 
security prisoners. As regards our policy with regard to the release of the 
political pri.sonej's, I think our judicry is symbolised by the attendance registers 
in another House. Honourable members of this House have access to the 
galleries in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and they will find how much 
during the last ten months we have loaded the Opposition lists with members 
against us, how many honourable members of that House who had been in 
detention and whom we knew would vote against us, have been released. 

It is true that the pace of release of these political prisoners could not be 
accelerated. After all, there is the question of security. I hope, Mr. Deputy 
President, you will not suspect in me a budding bureaucrat when I say that; 
but there are many considerations which have to be taken into account 
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efore people who belong to various categories can be released. The security 
risoners do not form one category. Beyond that I hope you will not expect 
le to say anything. As regards allowances to families of security prisoners, 
e have within our financial resources tried to be as generous as possible, 
myself say this as Finance Minister that I am not satisfied that this scale 
f allowance is adequate; but I see no means by whcih I can augment 
tie allowance beyond a certain limit. By this I do not wish to imply that 
shall not pay attention to the question of the revision of scales of the 
imily allowances of the security prisoners. 

I shall now, Sir, tread on somewhat delicate ground. It has been said 
tiat I have provided a smaller amount than some honourable members 
ished I should, for famine relief next year. I can emphatically say tliat 
ly budget for 1944-45 is not a famine budget : it is an after-famine budget, 
wish to declare here, notwithstanding what rumours may be spread, that 
[lere shall be no famine in Bengal in 1944. Sir, I feel very strongly on this 
oint because responsible public men have been trying to circulate the idea 
irough whispering gallaries in the country that there shall be a famine in 
144. I can understand Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee and pseudo-patriots 
ke him, because they ini^‘bt think that if there is no famine their occupation 
ill be gone — because with the end of famine their political occupation is 
.most gone. I say their occupation is gone and they look forward to the 
jcurrence of famine: but that famine will never come for their benefit and 
shabilitation. I wish to say this — that our Budget for 1944-45 seeks to lay 
)wn the basis of a permanent rehabilitation of Bengal and for the economic 
(generation of our people, and I feel that by the care and caution with 
hich we are moving we shall soon be in sight of the promised land. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. on 
hursday, the 2nd March. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Thursday, the 2nd March, 1944, 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 1st 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(4) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(5) Mr. Moazzeinali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(9) Mr, N. N. Moholanabish. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. B. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(13) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(14) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(15) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(IG) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No, 16, 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 2nd March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the 
sixteenth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62 (2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phosad Singh Eoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Cases stayed under Bengai Non-AgHoultnrai Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 

Act, 1949, 

73, Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR (on behalf of Mr, Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobis) : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) how many suits, execution cases and other proceedings have been 

stayed owing to the operation of the Bengal Non- Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940, since its enactment 
up to September, 1943, in the different districts of Bengal; and 

(b) how long more Government propose to keep those cases stayed? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) A statement is laid in 
the Library. 

(b) The cases will be stayed till the expiry of the term of the Bengal 
Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will it be convenient for the Hon’ble 
Minister to place all those things in the Council instead of in the Library? 
It is better that the custom of laying on the Library table is discontinued. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: As is 

the usual practice, I have laid the statement in the Library; but if the 
honourable member wants the information here it is : number of suits that 
came to the court is 477 and other cases are 67. 

Discussion of Excess Demands, 1941-42, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the further 
discussion of Excess Demands, 1941-42. 

43 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Sir, Excess over grants and appropriation 
for the year 1941-42 which is before this House for discussion contains five 
grants, namely — 

(1) Forest, 

(2) Ports and Pilotage, 

(3) Interest Free advances, 

(4) Superannuation allowance and pensions, etc., 

(5) Extraordinary charges. 

Sir, the explanation given under that head does hot appear to me to be 
satisfactory. The Finance Minister states that Government of Bengal 
expected the sum recovered in the year 1941-42, if such recoveries could not 
be made within the year and recoveries so expected for the year 1941-42 was 
actually recovered in the year 1942-43. If that is so, it means that money 
now being required by way of excess for the year 1941-42 actually came into 
the coffers of the Government in the following year, and I do not see any 
reason why by way of book adjustment that particular sum recovered under 
that particular head could not be shown by way of book adjustment against 
the year under review, instead of showing the amount as an asset for the 
following year, i.e., 1942-43. Had such adjustment been made then Budget 
would have shown deficit by that amount and it was up to the Government to 
ask by way of supplementary statement the amount required for the year 
1942-43 instead of crediting the year 1942-43 with the amount which was 
actual dues recovered for the previous year, i.e., 1941-42. 

This is only what I have said by way of suggestion of the book adjust- 
ment of accounts, as I am neither an accounts expert nor a trained audit 
officer; but from ordinary commonsense point of view I do not see any 
reason why the procedure suggested by me would not be possible. 

I have only another remark to make under the head Superannuation 
allowance and Pensions — grants No. 31. 

Here is an excess of Es. 73,767. In the explanation given by the Finance 
Minister it has been stated that excess under this head is due to a larger 
number of cases of obligatory commutation of pensions towards the close 
of the year than could be anticipated. 

Now, in this connection I would like the following points to be clarified 
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. Sir, obligatory pesnsions and obligatory 
commutation of pensions seem to me to be two quite different things. I 
can understand that it is an obligation on the part of the Government to 
pay pension whenever persons are made to retire either on the completion 
of their services from Government or due to their superannuation; but I 
cannot understand how there can be cases of obligatory commutation of 
pensions, as commutation of pensions cannot be made obligatory. 

It is the option of the man concerned to have commutation or not and 
it is also the option of the Government to allow such commutation or not. 

I would further like to know how many cases of such obligatory commuta- 
tion of pensions arose during the year under review and towards the close 
of the year, as stated by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 
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I would also ask the Einance Minister to inform this House as to the 
reason for each of such cases of obligatory pensions and commutation of 
pensions as the case may be and the amount involved for such cases. I 
would also like to know the amount involved by obligatory commutation 
of pensions for such cases and to know also how much of such amount was 
paid to Pensioners belonging to each of the following communities, namely — 
(1) Caste Hindu, (2) Muslim, and (3) Scheduled Castes. 

With these words. Sir, I close my discussion on this Excess Demands 
Statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, this is a matter 
of accounting and regular] sation of expenditure relating to a period covered 
by the year 1941-42, and a detailed information is not readily available. 
I submit. Sir, that it is quite unnecessar>. These have been regularised 
under the advice of the Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDARs But we have no Public Accounts 
Committee. Therefore, these details are necessary for discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: It is merely a recom- 
mendation of the Public Accounts Committee and is a post-mortem exami- 
nation. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, may I point out that the expenditure was incurred 
in the year 1941-42? Mr. Mazumdar was pointing out that the Budget 
should not have been affected but he did not mention which Budget. These 
Excess demands would have affected only the year 1942-43 and not the year 
1943-44, because this Ministry came into office in 1943-44. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House will now take 
up Supplementary Demands of 1943-44. 

Supplementary Demands. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, before taking up the details of the 
Supplementary Estimate, I should take up the broad question of famine 
which should influence all our activities at present. The Einance Minister 
said yesterday that the budget was not a famine budget but an after-famine 
budget and he further declared “there shall be no famine in Bengal in 1944”. 
No one 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, that was with reference to the budget of the 
year 1944-45. But here we are now discussing supplementary demands for 
the year 1943-44. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I think, Sir, I am entitled to discuss the 
future, the present as well as the past year also in this connection, as 
“famine” forms a big item in the Supplementary Budget. No one will be 
more glad than we if his words come true and if our fears be falsified — we, 
who, bound by a hundred ties of the great Hindu joint family system, have 
had to incur heavy expenses to keep relatives going in this scarcity and who 
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in this splendour of the second city of the Empire have been unable to forget 
the tiny villages of our birth where everyone, be he a Hindu, a Muhammadan, 
a Bagdi or a Namasudra, is either a khura, chacha^ jatha, or dada who 
could not be left to starve. While famine is of academic interest to some, 
it is a vital question to many who have to forego many things themselves 
and deprive the succeeding generation of many advantages when scarcity 
occurs. But can we put an end to famine only by wishing? If there be 
danger in undue alarm, is there not greater danger in undue complacency? 
Could not millions of deaths be avoided if the Ministry took due 
precautionary measures in a businesslike manner? Soon after the forma- 
tion of the present Ministry the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy said on the 8th 
May ‘‘There was a sufficiency of foodgrains in Bengal”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Why do you discuss all this? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Sir, it is only by way of preliminary 
remarks. I am coming to the point later on. The result of the statement 
was that the rest of India, as was recently stated by a Punjab Minister, 
could not form an idea of Bengal’s peril and there was delay in the arrival 
of charity from outside. If outside charity mainly at the inspiration of 
Dr. Shyamaprosad Mukherjee who did spade work in this respect at Bombay 
did not come, famine would remain at the overdramatised stage right 
through and Government would not have bestirred themselves at all or 
would have done so even later than the late hour in which they began to 
work. If Shyamaprosad Mukherjee were not born, then at least 70 
lakhs of persons would have died in this famine instead of 35 lakhs. 

r’ (Blessed is the family and blessed is the 

mother that has given birth to such a son) — This saying of the Sanskrit 
poet was never spoken of any person with greater truth than of this great 
son of a great father of whose achievements India rings from side to side. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order. Sir. Is the honourable member 
discussing the general budget? Sir, is a member entitled to discuss the 
budget generally when the supplementary budget is discussed? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I think. Sir, the honourable member is in 
order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I think Mr. Boy’s point of 
order is not correct because an honourable membei is entitled to criticise 
the general administration in this connection. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, Merchant princes of Bombay 
entrusted him with lakhs of rupees and Karachi wanted to charter ships 
loaded with foodgrain in his name. In the words of Bankim Chandra 

“a <i3T5T c5Tf^ 

(A race so long as it produces such men has still a future). It is a matter 
of the greatest sorrow not that such a man was vilified in this House 
yesterday in his absence but that there should be born any Bengalee to do so. 
The measure of a race is not only its greatest but its worst member too. 
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Today’s statesinan with unmeant but grim irony publishes this news of 
vilification side by side with the following, and Sir, I think I may be per- 
mitted to read the portion — ‘‘Despite the bumper aTnan crops and a decrease 
during late November and December of destitution, there has been a marked 
increase of begging in villages and a movement to the town (Chandpur) of 
people seeking relief,” says the Rev. B. W. Eade, of the New Zealand 
Baptist Mission 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; I am sorry Mr. Mazumdar I am interrupt- 
ing you, but I would request you to confine your observations to the subject 
under discussion. 

Mr. HARIDAS^ MAZUMDAR : All right. Sir. This is reflected in the 
admisisons to the Chandpur Destitutes Ashram and Orphanage where the 
number of inmates has increased from about 100 in December to nearly 
700 now. The applicants have increased appreciably in the last 
fortnight 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, he is still discussing the 
general policy underlying the budget which is out of place here 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, I am discussing the supplementary 
demands which are before the House — famine forming a major item. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I submit, Sir, that the point of order 
which was raised by Mr. Roy that in discussing the supplementary estimates 
my friend Mr. Mazumdar could not bring in the general policy, is not 
relevant, because we have got under the supplementary budget grants for 
famine and Mr. Mazumdar was quite in order to mention about famine. 
Similarly, there is also voted charges on account of agriculture which form 
the main item in the supplementary estimates and if he is not allowed to 
mention these points, it is not understood why Government has placed the 
supplementary budget before the House at all. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, these servants of Jesus, ambassadors 
of peace and harmony in a strife — ridden world are worth thousands of our 
Ministers. Are they also talking famine into existence ? Smugly entrenched 
in this cosy and costly Chamber built at the cost of poor Ram, Sham and 
Abdul, we may assume the faces of cherubs and pass off as decent Ministers 
and legislators but history will record that this man-made famine has only 
been made possible by the poor human material of which the present Bengal 
legislature is composed. These are the veritable paradise of job-hunters, 
henami contract-hunters, wards of courts and men whose only achievement 
in life is wasting of fortunes built by generations of thrifty, hard working, 
beneficent forefathers. During the last great war German newspapers 
stated with ridicule that the British War Secretary did not know how to 
ride a horse. People of this province may be pardoned if they think that 
men who have been unable to manage their own affairs are not the right 
persons to be entrusted with the finances of a great province. 

Sir, with these preliminary remarks, I now come to the specific items 
of the supplementary estimates. 
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Grant No, 1 on salt , — I find from the explanatory memorandum that 
the original provision was made in the budget grant of the year for expanding 
the period of operation of the last year’s experimental scheme for the develop- 
ment of salt manufacture as a cottage industry only for 4 months in the cur- 
rent year. I do not find any statement or remarks to show whether the ex- 
perimental scheme that was launched in 1942-43 and extended to 4 months of 
the current financial year has produced any success for developing salt 
manufacture as a cottage industry. I would like the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to enlighten this House as to how far the experimental scheme 
extended for 4 months of this year has been successful and if it was found 
to be a great success, why sufficient provision is not being made to extend 
the scheme not up to June 1944 but for whole of the next financial year, 
i.e., 1944-45? I cannot understand why the experimental scheme launched 
in 1941-42 is being extended only up to June 1944 and not throughout the 
whole of the next financial year. In the absence of any explanation coming 
from the Hon’ble Finance Minister, I think, either the experiment carried 
on for these two years has not been at all successful and, if so, I do not 
see any reason why the experiment should be extended. On the other hand, 
it may be that the experiment has proved very successful but as usual with 
Government they are not prepared to take a bold measure for developing 
salt manufacture in the province of Bengal which ultimately may be 
developed with the help of the Government to such an extent that such a 
system of cottage industry if developed properly with the aid of Govern- 
ment fund may make the province self-sufficient in the supply of salt. Sir, 
even at the present moment Bengal is not self-sufficient and though there 
is such a wide expanse of sea-board in the province, yet for want of develop- 
ment of this industry Bengal is to depend for salt on other provinces for 
her supplies with the result that during this year people of Bengal had 
to pass weeks and months with less salt than is normally consumed. 

Under grant ^^Land Revenue^ \ — I find in the explanatory memorandum 
under head ^‘Charges of Administration” as follows; — 

The increase is due mainly to the survey of land acquisition work on 
behalf of the Government of India for which recoveries will be eventually 
effected from the Centre. Sir, here is an item where Government admits 
that they have done works as an agent of the Government of India for 
which they have some credit ngainst expenses already incurred under this 
head. I cannot understand why this sum has been invested by the Provincial 
Government on behalf of the Government of India and why it cannqt be 
recouped from the Government of India during the year under review. I 
want to know whether Government had asked the Government of India to 
refund the sum so spent on their behalf under this head. 

Under head ^^Police'^ — Grant No, 60, — Sir, I have got a few remarks 
to make under this sub-head {a) Presidency Police, paragraph (J) — Civic 
Guards. I find the total expense of about Rs. 3 lakhs being incurred by 
the Government of Bengal on the organisation of the Civic Guards. Sir, 
this organisation is required purely for the emergency of war thrown on 
the province not by its own choice but because the Government of India 
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as a whole being a subordinate administration of the United Kingdom was 
forced to declare war. And it is nothing but pure justice which demands 
that the whole sum should be recovered from either the Central Govern- 
.ment or from the Government of the United Kingdom. I find that only 
recovery to the extent *of about Rs. 93,000 under this head has been made 
against the total expenditure of about Rs. 3 lakhs. I do not see any reason 
why the Hon’ble Finance Minister is not forcing the Central Government 
to give back the whole sum of 3 lakhs which has been spent on this Civic 
Guard Force. 

Under suh-head ‘^Criminal Investigation Department ’'. — I find item 
Secret Service’’ money voted in which provision have been made for 
Rs. 50,000. I would like to know whether there is any audit about this 
sum just like the audit of any other expense on any other heads of expenses. 

Grant No. 23 — Charges on account of head ^'Agriculture” . — I find in 
the experimental memorandum as follows : The increase under other 
cEarges — cost for the Jute Regulation is to continue and costs of the extra 
staff originally sanctioned up to December, 1943, in connection with the 
anti-hoarding drive and other works. Anti-hoarding drive of food campaign 
was completed long before the end of the year 1943 and I do not understand 
why such a staff is still being maintained during the months of January 
and February, 1944, at the cost of the rate-payers. Sir, whenever we find 
there is a deficit, Government comes out with a proposal of taxation and as 
soon as those sums are sanctioned by the Legislature, administration comes 
out immediately with a long list of appointment of staff and spend the same 
on unremunerative services. Sir, Government always justifies such an 
increase of expenditure on staff as being required temporarily for some 
particular purpose like Jute Regulation and other things. Once the staff 
is sanctioned by Legislature, Government will always try to retain that 
staff' because they find that already money has been sanctioned by the 
Legislature. 

Then I come to the explanatory memorandum under the same head — 
increased costs for ‘‘Grow More Food” campaign — cost of seeds is due to 
certain item of expenditure mentioned therein. 

Sir, in the statement what do we find? We find only purchase of seeds 
and distribution of seeds. Sir, distribution of seeds irrespective of the fact 
whether cultivator has got sufficient bullock or other equipments for the 
purposes of helping Government in the “Grow More Food” campaign is of 
vital necessity. Sir, if this “Grow More Food” campaign is to be success- 
ful at all, it is not by distribution of seeds alone but by bringing more lands 
under cultivation of food crops, those lands lying uncultivated, forthwith. 
We would suggest that each District Magistrate, each District Board and each 
Municipality and ^ach thana should find out within their respective jurisdic- 
tion quantity of such land available which can be brought under the culti- 
vation of food crops. As soon as such survey of land is finished, Govern- 
ment would come forward with capital amount for Ibeing lent to all the 
o\irner8 of such waste land if they want any such help from the Government 
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for purposes of the development of land and chang-ing* them into plantation 
for more food crops. 

Then, Sir, another suggestion which I can make is that in all civilized 
countries we find co-operative farming and not individual farming. Here 
in India I do not see any steps being taken for the purpose of educating 
the people on the line of co-operative farming. Sir, in co-operative farms, 
scientific equipment that is required for the purpose of better cultivation 
is utilised by certain number of cultivators; such equipment is used by each 
one for the purpose of having improved methods of cultivation and growing 
more food. Sir, the same facility can never be obtained by anti-diluvian 
way of ploughing the field by bullocks. 

Therefore, if we want to develop this province which is mainly an agri- 
cultural lands we must try to obtain help from Eussia and therefore I agree 
with the suggestion made by my friend Professor Humayun Kabir during 
the Budget discussion that we must make provision of a lump sum of 
money, say Es. 10, Es. 15 or Es. 20 lakhs, to be set apart for the purpose 
of sending young boys, not graduates, but ordinary young boys with some 
education who are sons of the agriculturists, to Eussia for the purpose of 
gaining first-hand knowledge as to how co-operative farming is run and 
how and what methods Eussia adopted in getting better yield from their 
lands. 

With these words. Sir, I close my speech. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deputy President, I would at the outset 
refer once again to the standing grievance from which this Council has been 
suffering for the last 6 or 7 years. This is a matter, Sir, in which you also 
took considerable interest. I refer to the absence of a Public Accounts 
Committee which can go through the accounts and audit the Budget and 
present a report before this House. This has been promised again and again 
to this House by varjous Finance Ministers. In spite of promises by one 
Finance Minister after another, we are still without a Public Accounts 
Committee. The result is that very often we are not able to apply that 
amount of attention or go into the details of the Budget with that degree 
of accuracy which is necessary if we want to do proper justice to the 
accounts 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I may inform my 
honourable friend that on the 6th March we were going to sit for the Public 
Accounts Committee. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I do not know 
since when my friend has been commissioned to speak on behalf of the 
Government and announce that the Public Accounts Committee was going 
to sit on the 6th March. Through you, Sir, I can certainly ventilate the 
grievances of this House. This House cannot do proper justice to budget 
accounts and discuss it properly without its Public Acjpounts Committee. 
By depriving this House of a Public Accounts Committee, we have been 
deprived of one of o*;^ fundamental rights. I would request the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to expedite the matter and see that a Public Accounts 
Committee is appointed in time. 
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This is all the more necessary. Sir, on account of a fact to which I had 
occasion to refer on the last occasion. The convention which has unfor- 
tunately been established brings before us only statements about expendi- 
ture which have already been incurred “^during the past year. Now, Sir, 
this procedure has no precedent anywhere else. Elsewhere, moneys are 
sanctioned before they are actually spent. Here they are first spent and 
then the Legislature is asked to sanction what has already happened. 
Besides, in free countries, and even in the Central (Tovernment of India, 
the ^supplies have to be voted along with the demands. Here, the Assembly 
votes on demands, but neither the Assembly nor the Council is asked to vote 
on supplies. As for the Council, it has no voting even on demands. It is 
true that there is no provision in the Government of India Act for any 
Supply Bill; but we find that everywhere else where the Statute does not 
say anything definitely to the contrary, there is such a convention. p?his 
convention is followed in practice even at the Centre by bringing in a 
Supply Bill. Unless we know what are the funds at the disposal of the 
Government, unless we have some say over the distribution of supplies, our 
discussions are very often merely academic. It is all the more so in the 
Upper House, for in this House the difi'erent demands are not presented 
before us. We have no vote on the actual allocation of the Provincial 
Revenues, and our criticisms do not have behind them that sanction which 
the criticisms in another place have. My honourable friend, Khan Bahadur 
Momin pointed out last time that we do not have any control over the actual 
disbursement of the funds. It is all the more necessary that we should 
have a say in suggesting policies, if our criticisms is to be of any value 
at all. 

I would suggest to the House that the convention of supply bills be built 
up. It is a convention which obtains even today in the Central Legislature 
where the actual amounts which the Government expect to obtain year 
after year are brought forward in the form of a Finance Bill. The different 
measures of taxation through which these amounts are collected are also 
mentioned in the schedule to the Supply Bill. If this procedulPfe is followed 
in this House as well, we could have control over the disbursements through 
our influence on the items of income that Government placed before the 
House. It is' true that e^en then we shall not have any direct control over 
actual disbursements ; but we shull have control over the supply. The 
Government of India Act does not debar us from having control over 
supplies: it only debars us from voting on demands. We cannot discuss 
how the money is to be spent, but there is nothing in the Government of 
India Act to prevent us from voting on a Supply Bill. 

This will also have another salutary effect. More than one member of 
this House has commented that we find that Government introduces a taxa- 
tion bill as a temporary measure but once that taxation bill has been passed 
as a temporary measure, it has a habit of being automatically renewed 
from year ‘to year. Even measures which are brought in for temporary 
relief to the provincial revenue are kept permanently on the statute book. 
And not only so; we also often find that Government bring in a measure 
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or a finance bill in which they say that the proceeds* of that particular tax 
will be used for a particular purpose. I may here refer to the tax obtained 
from the sale of jute products. A definite assurance was given to the 
Legislature that the money obtained from jute sales would be used to 
improve the conditions of the jute agriculturists and give them certain 
amenities. We, however, find that the Jlonourable Finance Minister has 
himself admitted that the money was not spent in that way. If we had 
an annual Supply Bill, we could control the Government and say “This is 
a particular tax introduced by Government for a particular purpose and 
must be used for that purpose alone”. We would have control over supply 
and also over the manner in which Government spend the money obtained 
from taxation. 

Sir, once Government somehow manage to pilot a Bill through the 
Legislature, they are absolutely immune from all criticisms and charges. 
This is so though the money is not spent in the way in which it was proposed 
to be spent. We have no remedy in the matter. The Lower House has 
no doubt some remedy in the form of voting on demand; but if, in addition, 
we had votes on supplies, this would provide us with a salutary check over 
the administration and the general policy of Government. If this House 
had before it a Finance Bill, I suggest that it would then not only improve 
the administration but would also keep the Ministers up to the mark. I 
confess with regret that the Ministers do not always keep to the mark. I 
do not blame them very much for this, because after all it is human nature 
to take the line of least’ resistance. Very often Ministers, once they are 
installed in comfortable seats on the treasury bench, forget the promises 
they made before and go on in the usual jnanner. If this House had any 
control over the Supply, then it could from year to year discuss all the 
proposals of Government as embodied in the Finance Bill. If the items 
proposed together with the financial policy of Government came under 
our control, then not only would it do great good to the province as a whole 
but would help the Ministry as well. Sir, there is a proverb that friends 
warn and enemies strike. Therefore, anything which is done to guide the 
Ministers along the proper lines is not an unfriendly act. I would suggest 
on the contrary that it is a very friendly act, because it is only by accepting 
such friendly criticisms and warnings that the ministry can hope to do some 
good to the province. If they have no intention of doing good, then they 
have no business to occupy the seats which they actually do occupy today. 
These are the two general points I would like to make, viz., that this House 
has been deprived of a Public Accounts Committee and also that this House 
has been deprived of any opportunity of controlling the finances of the . 
Province through an annual Finance bill. I think members of this House, 
whether on this side or that, will agree with me that if we have a Supply 
Bill, we can exercise control over Government and make the administration 
better than what it is today. I would go further and say that on this 
subject, both sides of the House should unite. We all want to have 
control over the actual supplies which the Government want to disburse. 

If on this point, we can present a united demand, I would say that he must 
be a very bold Finance Minister who could refuse the demand of the whole 
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House. I would appeal to the members opposite to unite with us and 
demand control of the supplies — demand a salutary legislative control over 
the finances of the province. After all, no one knows which party will be 
in power and which will be in the Opposition. About this time last year, 
my honourable friends opposite never dreamt that they would be occupying 
the benches they are now occupying. And after the incident of yesterday in 
another place, possibilities are perhaps not very distant when -the tables 
may be turned. I think it is desirable that we should unite in cases where 
by our action we could increase the general powers of the House and exercise 
control over the supplies. Once such convention is established, not only 
the present Finance Minister but whoever may be the Finance Minister — 
whether from this side or from the other side — whoever he may be — will 
have to be cautious about the disbursements as well. 

!Mow, Sir, I should like to discuss one or two items in the supplementary 
estimates which have been placed before the House. I find that one of the 
main items in the supplementary budget refers to famine and charges on 
^agriculture. With regard to famine, I do not want to repeat what I have 
said on the previous occasion. I have said then that it is my conviction that 
this Ministry must take the responsibility for the famine. They must be 
held responsible for the huge loss of life as a result of the famine. Their 
delay in forming their schemes prevented imporlfetion of foodstuffs from 
other provinces and from other countries. Thousands of lives could have 
been saved if they had been alive to the seriousness of the situation. Their 
refusal to admit that there was shortage was not only foolish and short- 
sighted : it was criminal folly of the most serious type. With regard to 
this matter I said what 1 had to say clearly and I (to not want to repeat all 
that I have said. I leave them to judge whether they could have done 
better to save the lives of thousands, whether they have done all that could 
be done in order to allay famine and prevent this huge loss of life. Let 
them think in their own minds and see if their conscience is satisfied. Let 
them feel if they can say with a clear conscience that they have done all 
that could be done in the circumstances. I leave it to their own judgment. 

With regard to agriculture, I would repeat the suggestions which 1 have 
made on various occasions. Attempts should be made to increase the actual 
productivity of the land in manifold directions. Here, Sir, England is an 
instance in point. Formerly, she was not producing perhaps more than 
five or, six weeks’ foodstuffs, but now I believe she is producing for five or 
six months within England herself. Is there a corresponding increase in 
Bengal? The conditions in India are analogous to those in Eussia. The 
Eussians have increased the productivity of the soil not one fold, not two 
fold but as much as five fold within a short time. When the Germans 
broke through Eussian frontiers, Eussians had to evacuate from the most 
fertile areas to some undeveloped and unfertile territories. They were yet 
able to effect a great reorganisation in agriculture in spite of great hard- 
ships, and they stand stronger today in spite of all these hardships and 
disabilities. Eussia has set up an example before the world. She has 
proved that improved food production can be effected not only by long-time 
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policy but also that production can J)e increased within a short time. We 
should follow the example of Russia and thereby secure increased produc- 
tion within a year or two. I would suggest to the Government of Bengal, 
that they should grant scholarships to young men to go to Russia. Young 
men from Bengal should be sent to see the conditions in Russia. Let them 
get training there and come back. We shall see whether increase in produc- 
tion cannot* be secured. This is certainly not a far-fetched plan. There is 
nothing unpractical about it. Russia is one of the most important members 
of the United Nations. This Government should not fight shy of sending 
young men to Rusisa so that they may see there the process of increasing 
the productivity of the soil. If the Government really want to increase the 
food production in this province, they must do this. This is essential for 
both a short term policy and a long term policy, if we want to improve 
the conditions of life in the rural areas. 

In this connection, I may remind the House that the Government of 
India have, as a matter of fact, invited the help of Soviet Russia for fighting 
the locusts. The scientists from Soviet Russia have actually come and 
their aeroplanes are actually on the borders of India. If the Government* 
of India can ask help from the Soviet Government in the matter of fighting 
locusts, I do not see any reason why the Government of Bengal should not 
go a step further and inv^e their help in increasing the productivity of the 
soil. 

Then, Sir, we come to the “Extraordinary Charges’’. Government have 
undertaken the development of the huge Civil Supplies Department. Some 
evidence of its efficiency and serviceableness was offered in this House by 
my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin. He told us how this 
Department has been carrying on its duties to the discomfort and dis- 
advantage of the public. But, Sir, I do not want to be carping in my 
criticism. After all, this is a new Department. It is inevitable that a new 
Department will have defects here and there. I am mentioning this matter 
only to draw the attention of the Cabinet as a whole to this aspect. The 
resentment of the public is growing. Unless the Hon’ble Ministers see that 
this Department is run properly, efficiently and its serviceableness is 
increased, the public discontent may reach a point which may be beyond 
the control of the Hon’ble Ministers. 

The “Extraordinary Charges” also cover Capital outlay on purchase 
schemes. Huge amounts of money are locked up on account of purchase of 
foodgrains. I must say that I cannot agree that the iGovernment have 
behaved either in a wise or an economic manner. If the Government had 
used the normal trade channels, this vast amount of capital expenditure 
would not have been necessary. Heavy amounts would not have been frozen 
in this manner. Companies which purchased rice had no experience of the 
trade. Unnecessary expenditure and unnecessary loss has thus been incurred 
by the Government. As for the Government shops which have been started 
in Calcutta, they have been placed in charge of people who have no 
experience of the trade. I cannot help feeling that there were perhaps 
an ulterior motive in the mind of the Hon’ble Minister in giving out these 
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shops. Whether consciously or unconsciously, the shops have been used 
as avenues of patronage to keep the party in povrer. The Ministers are 
sustaining and supporting these shops out of the public revenues. I 
submit, Sir, this is a sorry state of affairs. The Finance Minister 
must be held responsible for such inefficiency, and in some cases corruption, 
at the cost of the public exchequer. The Mtnisters are supporting and 
maintaining people who do not deserve it. This aspect of the matter 
was discussed at great length elsewhere and I do not want to go very deep 
into the matter. I would only like the House to exercise more vigilance. This 
brings me back to the remarks with which I started, namely, that the 
House should have control over the accounts. That is the best instrument 
whereby the Ministry might be compelled to behave like good boys. This 
compulsion by the House is not only desirable but absolutely necessary. 

I come to the next item, namely, expenditure on Police and G^eneral 
Administration for maintaining Law and Order. Now, Sir, I was very 
sorry to hear the speech of -the Hon’ble the Finance Minister when he said 
yesterday that though the detenus ought to get more allowance, it could 
not be managed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMl; I did not say that 
it could not be enhanced, but I was experiencing difficulty owing to lack 
of resources. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 am glad that as yet there is an inkling of 
hope in the -Hon’ble Minister’s mind that the amount may be increased 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMl: Sir, I may be 
permitted to interrupt my friend Mr. Kabir and tell him for his informa- 
tion that the allowances have been nearly doubled than that of last year 
and that that increase in allowances has been given restrospective effect 
from April last. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: That may be true, but the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister should know better than any body else that 
prices have increased, not by two-fold or three-fold but many-fold. 
In any case, I am not concerned with two-fold, three-fold or 
four-fold increase but what I am concerned with is the amount 
which has been actually granted. Does the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
care to know what amounts Government have granted to these political 
sufferers? In some cases the magnificent sum of Rs. 20 has been granted 
for a family of eight members and Rs. 15 for a family of five. These too 
are for persons who are respectably placed in society and were earning a 
quite decent income from honourable profession. If the Hon’ble Financ# 
Minister can find the financial resources for additional grants in other 
directions, if crores of rupees can be spent or misspent on the Civil Supplies 
Department, if crores of rupees can be spent for stockiug foodgrains when 
the Government should have utilised the foodgrains available in the market 
and in the country through control over the traders, if croinl^of rupees can 
be spent for various other purposes, why can he not find sufficient funds 
for these poor political sufferers? I refuse to accept his plea that in place 
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of Rs. 20 or Rs. 15, he cannot find at least Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 for the detenus 
and other political prisoners. The Hon’ble Finance Minister himself knows 
that these detenus and political sufferers were detained without any trial. 
We must regard them as innocent. . Till a man is not actually tried, he 
must he held innocent. They are persons whom Government have deprived 
of their liberty and all tffe amenities of life by shutting them behind the 
prison bars for five, ten or fifteen years. I refuse to be satisfied with his 
statement when the Finance Minister says that he has doubled their former 
pittance. It may be that he has doubled it, but I am not conent unless the 
amount is actually adequate. I have a resolution before this House that a 
person who is under detention without any trial should be granted allow- 
ance at the very minimum at the rate of Rs. 20 pei member of his family. 
Rs. -20 should be the absolute minimum, for one cannot now a days live for 
less. I would also suggest that many of these political sufferers are persons 
who are held in as much respect as members of this House and whose position 
in society is much higher than that of the members of the Cabinet. 

I find the Hon’ble Finance Minister is smiling, but I will recall to him 
an incident which occurred in this very legislature about a year ago, or it 
may be one and a half years ago. A particular party singled him out 
specifically as an agent and spokesman of ihe Fascist Party of Bengal. If 
at that time a certain change had not taken place, he might have found 
himself included with the unfortunate persons who have been thrown behind 
the prison bars without a trial. He would then have seen that there is no 
justification for giving the pittance which political prisoners are getting. 
He would then have admitted that rupees twenty is not sufficient as an 
allowance to the political sufferers. Perhaps that experience would have 
done him good. If after detention without trial and an allowance of fifteen 
rupees per month, he came and said that the grant was adequate, I 
would listen to him, but till he does so, I think it does not lie with him to 
smile or take up an attitude of complacency, to sport a vein of superiority 
and simply to nod his head and say that he will see what can be done. He 
must do at least the little I have suggested if he is to justify his retention 
of the position which he is actually holding today. 

I now come to the question of the price of jute. At one time. Government 
held that prices could not be fixed. We pressed the Government till they 
were forced to yield and some years ago a minimum price was fixed. That 
price was not enough, biit still it marked a step in the right direction. But 
what is the position today? Prices which now obtain for jute are so low 
and so unsatisfactory and uneconomic that today the jute cultivator is faced, 
if not with ruin, at least with financial crisis of a very grave magnitude. 
When prices of all commodities have gone up, we find tha»t: jute is the only 
commodity of which the price has not gone up. And not only that, Sir; 
in the case of jute, a maximum price has been fixed. This is a strange 
procedure. I do not understand why this Government has seen fit to bless 
this idea of t^gfEuropean Jute Mills Association and fix a maximum price 
for jute. Formerly, when we tried to lay down a minimum price of jute 
which would enable the cultivator to carry on, there was opposition, and 
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it was often suggested that prices were not subjecl^ to political control but 
must be left to the free play of economic factors : all that has gone today. 

We are at least going to get one good out of the sufferings of these 

three years. All loose and vague and indefinite talk about the forces of 
economics being allowed a free play has gone for good. In future it shall 
be the duty of every Government to see that prices of all articles are con- 
trolled, not from the point of view of only economic interests, not 

the profits of merchants and capitalists and employers nor even the 

wages of the employed alone but from the point of view of the greatest 
social good. Today everybody recognises them. In such circumstances, 
I fail to understand why this Government have given their blessing to the 
idea of a maximum price for jute at a time when the price of rice has already 
overshot the maximum price of jute. In normal times, one maund of jute 
fetches one and half maunds of rice. That is the basis upon which the 
economy of Bengal has been built up. By disturbing that ratio, the Gov- 
ernment are undermining the economy of the province. I would warn the 
Government and ask them to remember that those who sow the wind must 
be prepared to reap the harvest of whirlwind and destruction and death. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, Mr. Kabir’s very able speech 
has provoked me to say a few words in this debate. Mr. Kabir started very 
well but ended by being abusive. He started by mentioning his grievance 
allbut a Public Accounts Committee of this House. I should say ihat it is 
the duty of this House itself to have its rights recognised and not to appeal 
to Govrninent. My friends were in the Government for 18 months but 
they never thought it fit to see the rights of the House established. It is 
for this House to set up such a Committee. The House can do so by a 
resolution. All that the Government of India Act, 1935, says is that the 
report of the Auditor-General shall be placed before the legislature. And 
the Legislature has got to do its duty and agree to set up a machinery for 
the purpose of examining those accounts. Therefore, the House must set 
up its own committee. This House has to move a resolution for this 
purpose and 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Well, a committee was set up and 
nominated by the Chair some 2 or 3 years ago, but the Government refused 
to co-operate with this House in this matter. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: If a committee had been set up 
and the Government refused to co-operate with this House in the examina- 
tion of provincial accounts and if this House has been flouted to this extent, 
then that has been a breach of its privileges of a serious nature. I am 
informed that the question is being closely examined by the Government 
and we hope that some solution will be arrived at soon. So far as the 
second point made by Mr. Humayun Kabir is concerned, namely that there 
should be a supply bill; that is, of course, desirable and it is in vogue in 
most of the Legislatures. There are certain items of taxation which liire 
annual in such legislatures. They are renewable every year and it is renewed 
annually so that the Legislature may get better control over the Government 
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expenditure and over tf^xation measures. This House can very well add a 
clause in every Bill of taxation saying that this Bill shall come to an end 
by the end of the current financial year. But has the House done it ? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: We have tried to do it 
without effect. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If the House do not do so whose 
fault it is? When these measures come from time to time you do not take 
much interest and do not vote for it and allow them to be passed. If you 

wanted a particular Bill to be renewed, you could have done so. 

(Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti: You were one of the members why 
did you not do it?) The House did not protect its own right. 

Coming to the criticisms made by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir of 
the Government policy we find that he has condemned the policy of Govern- 
ment for not relying on the private shops only for the distribution of ration. 
If I understood him aright, he said that in the matter of allotting shops 
for ration party politics and patronage came into play. I must say that 
his experience in this respect is limited to what they themselves have done. 
We are all -aware of the doings of the last Ministry — as a matter of fact 
members of all sections know that if they were in power now there would 
have been scandal throughout the length and breadth of the country : ev#ry 
one knows about the scandals that were perpetrated by their leaders and 
they are now talking with their tongues in their cheek. During their time 
what did these private shops do when prices were rising by leaps and bounds? 
In spite of there being millions of maunds of rice in these shops, the day 
price was controlled all food-grains disappeared in a few hours as if by 
magic. Who was made to suffer? Not the members sitting on this side 
of the House only, but the citizens of Calcutta : citizens whose names are 
often paraded and whose sufferings are exploited not to help them but to 
derive some political advantage. For this purpose there vras a conspiracy 
hatched up in the house of a prominent member of the Opposition. One 
of the members of the Viceroy’s Executive Council was in that meeting. 
The whole plan was to devise a means whereby the food situation could be 
made more difficult so that the position of the ministry might become more 
insecure. That is the genesis of the propaganda against opening of state-^ 
managed shops. The demand was made that the very people who out of 
their tremendous greed starved out hundreds of thousands of people should 
be entrusted with the distribution of government-acquired food-grains, 
irrespective of what may happen to the consumers. Sir, I plead for some 
honesty on the part of the members of the Opposition. 

Government are doing whatever is possible. They have not rejected 
the directions of the Government of India. They could say '*we do not 
agree with your policy; we shall be responsible for feeding the people of 
this province and set up our own machinery and no dual control we shall 
have’\ The Government did not try to bring political consideration 
into it. They accepted the direction and are trying honestly to 
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give effect to Government of India’s policy. The Opposition now becomes 
^e advocates of the black-marketeers and profiteers, those persons who had 
denied ns food at a time we were starving^jind they had plenty. 

With regard to the Agricnltural policy, I agree with all that has been 
said by the Opposition members. There cannot be two opinions about this 
question. Government also fully realise that the problem of agriculture 
is not merely bringing potato or wheat seeds from outside and distribute 
them amongst the cultivators. That is not the problem. The real problem 
is to increase the production, to grow two maunds where one maund is 
growing now. For that we must have a programme. First of all, we 
must have Research Institutes. This is one of the most fundamental 
things. We must get more scientific staff to bring about improvement in 
the field of agriculture. We must start research stations wherein experi- 
ments can be carried on continually and continuous improvement main- 
tained. We must also have seed-multiplying stations where large-scale 
multiplication can be had. These are essential if the Agriculture Depart- 
ment has to do any good for the agriculturists of Bengal. This Department 
had been neglected for over 30 years. The Budget grant under this head 
never exceeded Rs. 29 lakhs during the last 20 years, in a province where 
the agricultural population of the province was 5 crores. in the Punjab with 
half the population of Bengal they have been spending Rs. 60 lakhs for the 
last 20 years. Therefore, it is not the fault of the Opposition nor, is it the 
fault of the present Government but the fault of the past. The present 
government is employing every possible means and taking necessary steps 
to implement their schemes; but now-a-days properly trained scientists are 
very difficult to get and we are in dire need of specialists. The Government 
is prepared to go as far as Egypt which is also an agricultural country to 
bring specialists from there. Government policy in regard to agriculture 
has to a great extent been hampered on account of war and their policy 
cannot be given that impetus which the Party behind this Government 
desire. 

So far as jute is concerned, my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir has for 
some time past been urging Government to fix the minimum price of jute. 
At present the order of the day is to control prices in the interest of all 
classes of people, of agricultural products as well as factory products, 
so that the prices of commodities do not go beyond the reach of people. 
Those who had agricultural products sold them and got money, but a section 
of the people were starving because they had nothing to sell and not the 
necessary money to buy even a maund of paddy or a maund of rice. Control 
of prices had to be accepted as a general policy. Section 102 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, is in operation, and Bengal is being ruled by the 
Government of India. So long as Bengal will continue to be ruled partly 
by the provincial government and partly by the Government of India in 
the name of war and for war interests, the responsibilities will be divided. 

Mr. LALIT CHA|^pRA DAS: What did they do in the year 1937-38 P 
Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What has happened in the past 
has been forgotten. 
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Several members from the Opposition Benches : What is the achievement 
of the present Ministry? Everything negative and everything minus. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would appeal to the 
Hon’ble members not to indulge in unnecessary interruptions which do no 
good to anybody. I would request the Hon’ble members to allow discussion 
under cooler and calmer atmosphere. If any Hon’ble member is willing 
to ventilate his views or offer his comment on the points raised here, I shall 
be very glad to allow him full facilities. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, cross-interrogation and cross- 
questions are allowed, as they are quite parliamentary. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: So far as fixation of the 
maximum price of Jute is concerned, the decision was taken by the , Govern- 
ment of India. The Government of India wanted to fix a lower maximum. 
The Government of Bengal successfuly fought and raised the price at a 
proper economic height, and that was no mean achievement. A minimum 
price has also been fixed not only on paper but with a sanction behind it, 
namely, that if the agriculturists do not find anybody ready to buy the 
jute at that minimum price, then the Government of India has undertaken 
to buy the whole lot. And further, the Government of India has agreed in 
this difficult time to finance this province for setting up in the interest 
of the jute-growers a machinery, an organisation for the marketing of 
jute. That, again, is no mean achievement, and this , Government is proud 
of that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I must first of 
all thank Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury for the very able manner in which 
he has met most of the points of the Opposition. 

As regards the speech of the honourable member, Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 
so far as the part of his speech which was at all relevant is concerned, 

I find that he was practically reading out some of the Explanatory Memo- 
randa and asking questions which show that he did not understand what 
he was reading out. The best way in which he can be answered is by 
asking him to apply his mind a little more closely to the explanatory 
memoranda. 

With regard to my honourable friend, Mr. Kabir, I hope he will not 
ask me to think aloud on the floor of this House on the question of the 
Public Accounts Committee today, because the Honourable President has 
summoned a conference which will be held on the 6th of March and I hope 
some arrangement satisfactory to everybody will b© arrived at. It would 
not be to anybody’s interest therefore, for my part to express my own 
opinion or anyone else’s today. I quite realise that the House is keen on 
being associated with the examination of public accounts. 

As regards Mr. Kabir’s suggestion about a Supply Bill, I suppose he 
meant a Bill analogous to the annual Finance Bill of the Government of 
India. Well, Sir, I may say that as early as 1937 when this legislature was 
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first constituted under the Constitution Act of 1935, it did occur to me — 
for I was then for the first time a member of a provincial assembly — a little 
odd that there was no Finance Bill here^nalogous to the Finance Bill io 
the Centre. Of course, I did apply my mind a little to the question but I 
thought that even if I did come to any conclusion about it I had no voice 

or authority to give effect to it. Later on, about the end of April, 1943, 

when it became possible for me to effect improvements in the budget system, 
I considered this question. I must confess I did not consider it as 

assiduously as I ought to have done. I realised at once that there were 

some dificulties. I shall not discuss these difficulties here because unless 
the matter is brought forward in a concrete form, it is no use having an 
academic discussion here. Perhaps Mr. Humayun Kabir will be content 
with this reply — namely, that I was perhaps too lazy to create an innova* 
tion. But it would have been a startling innovation as many other questions 
would have been involved. I may say that constitutional difficulties were 
also pointed out to me. 

I thank the House for having taken into consideration the Supplementary 
Estimates. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjourfifirant, 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 3rd March, 1944, 
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Memberi Absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2u(l 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Mr, Kader Bakah. 

(5) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(6) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(7) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(12) Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

(13) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(14) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(16) Dr, Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sessian, 1944— No. 17, 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the drd March, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the seventeenth day of the First Session of 1944, persuant to section 02(-2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Ciiowdiiuhy, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
islatnio History and Cuiltuire. 

74. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
University of Calcutta has made provisions for teaching of Islamic History 
and Culture in the University Post-graduate classes? 

(b) Is it a fact that no provision has been made for the teaching of 
Islamic History and Culture in the high schools and colleges of Bengal? 

(c) If so, do the Government of Bengal propose to make Islamic History 
and Culture a subject for teaching in the high schools and colleges of 
Bengal? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) No provision has yet been made in the high schools; but 
it is proposed to make provision for teaching the subject in the Islamia 
and Lady Brabourne Colleges in the I. A. classes from July, 1944. 

Destitute girls. 

75. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that taking advan- 
tage of the acute food distress in Bengal, some evil-minded people are 
carrying on trade of gathering helpless destitute girls and widows and of 
selling them to prostitutes? 

(b) If so, what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal 
to protect such helpless . girls and women from such unscrupulous persons? 

(c) Do the Government propose to extend the provisions of the Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act to such places where such bargaining 
in girls and women is g'oing on? If not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (an behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Enquiry shows that some such 
cases have occurred. It i.s impossible to estimate the extent of the evil. 
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(h) Where poBsible, prosecutions are launched against the procurers. 

(c) No. There are no well-deflaed areas in which this traffic can he 
said to he flourishing and it is impossible, for financial reasons, to apply 
the Act to the whole Province. The provisions of the Indian Penal Code 
are sufficient for dealing with the sale of young girls. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Arising out of (6), will the Ilon’ble 
Minister-in-charge be pleased to state whether the Government intend to 
form a committee for the establishment of Homes for the protection of young 
destitute girls? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Actually such Homes have been established; and as 
regards (h), Government has in view the formation of a committee. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT: Arising out of (r), will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Gover nment ini end to take in such 
committees women representatives? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Certainly Government would like to have many 
women representatives on such committees to look for the protection of 
destitute girls. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: When ai’e these 
committees likely to be constituted? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Very soon. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Arising out of {h), 
may I know how many prosecutions have been launched against procurers 
up till now? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Actually a number of prosecutions have been made, 
and I may cite some cases which have come to our notice and prosecutions 
have been launched against some procurers of Khulna 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: What is the total 
number of prosecutions made? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I was going to give the number but the honourable 
member stopped me. However, prosecutionti have been started against 4 in 
Khulna, 2 in Kurseong, Darjeeling 3, Midnapore 2 and in Netrokona 25. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: How many prose- 
cutions have been started in the district of Dacca? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department aware that such cases have occurred 
in Dacca district? 

Mr. B(REN ROY: I have already asked for notice. Before me there 
« no such report from Dacca. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (a), what measures the 
Government have taken to make an acc'urate survey of the extent of this 
evil ? 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Eeply has already been given that some such cases 
have occurred, and that it is impossible to estimate the whole extent of this 
evil ; but enquiry is being proceeded with and we have no reports, district 
by district, and I have already stated the cases in respect of some districts. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to 
answer (o), will the Parliamentary Secretary please state in what way 
finances are involved in connection with the launching of prosecution under 
the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is not launching of prosecution. The question 
was to extend the provision of the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic 
Act throughout the whole of Bengal, and in that respe(*t answ’er (c) is 
quite clear. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; What are the finan- 
cial implications? How the finances of the Province are affected? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice in that respect. 


Registration of sale-deeds, 

76. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the volume of work in the registration offices in 

the various districts of Bengal have considerably increased on 
account of registration of overwhelming numbers of sale-deeds, 
especially of sale-deeds relating to transfer of agricultural 
holdings by cultivators; 

(b) if so, what was the total number of sale-deeds relating to transfer 

of agricultural holdings by cultivators in each district of Bengal 
which were registered in all registration offices in Bengal, 
during the year 1942 and up to 30th November, 1943; and 

(c) if the Government propose to take steps to enact legislatibn to 

give relief to such cultivators who have been compelled to sell 
their holdings owing to extreme food distress? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The figures are not readily available nor is it possible to obtain 
them within a short time. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to the Bengal Alienation of 
Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1943 (Bengal 
Ordinance No. lY of 1943), and to the complementary Bill now before the 
Legislature. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: In view of the 
importance of the question, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to have 
an enquiry made in order to ascertain the total number of such registrations : 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I shall see, Sir, if that can 
be done. 


Point of privilege. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, may I rise to a point of privilege? I 
hope in doing so I am going to voice the feeling of the entiie House. I 
understand that the Civil List is not going to be supplied to us from now. 
As a matter of fact, we have got a Circular to that effect. This I consider 
to be an infringement of the privileges of the members of the House. There- 
fore, I move that this matter may be referred to the Committee of Privileges 
for consideration and recommendation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I request the Honourable the Jjeader 
of the House to make a statement on this point of privilege? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, if I remember aright, on a previous occasion also this matter came 
up before the House. We made an enquiry and were told that in view of 
the shortage of paper it was decided by Government that Civil List would 
not be distributed among the members of the Legislature, as hitherto. Sir, 
the shortage of paper is so great that it has become impossible now to supply 
this List to honourable members of the Legislature. 

# 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the Bengal Weekly being published 
regularly ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think so. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Is the publication of the Bengal Weekly 
aibsolutely essential? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think in the opinion of the Publicity Department it is essential. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: More essential than the Civil List? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Certainly. The Civil List does not do what the Bengal Weekly does. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it not a tact that 
the Bengal Weekly serves only a propaganda purpose and no other? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not think 8 % Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does Mr, Majumdar want to say any- 
thing further? 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I feel, Sir, that this matter should be 
referred to the Committee of Privileg'es of this House and be considered 
by them. The House can take action on their report afterwards and their 
recommendation may be sent out to Government for consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House that this 
matter should ibe referred to the Committee of Privileges of this House? 

Several members: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right, the matter will be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges. 

Motions under Rule 112. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will uow take into considera- 
tion motions under Eule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Eules. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to make a 
strong representation through the Government of India to His Majesty’s 
Government in England to arrange for immediate shipping of cereals and 
othei foodgrains and milk powder to Bengal from North and South America, 
Australia, South Africa and such other places in view of acute food shortage 
in Bengal. 

Sir, I come before this House with a simple request, viz., a request to 
His Excellency for importation of foodgrains to Bengal and J do not think 
I need not take much time of this House over a motion of this i-ature. 
Bengal was once self-sufficient in its production of foodgrains but since then 
the time has changed with its ever-increasing population, and there has been 
deficit in this province. Bengal underwent a terrible ordeal of famine last 
year from the effects of which we are still suffering and we do not still know 
whether we are out of the woods and whether there will be no recurrence of 
famine this year. Sir, at one time even in this House the reply was given 
that Bengal was self-sufficient but then gradually it was given out that there 
was a deficit of 5 per cent., 10 per cent, and so on. Sir Azizul Haque, a 
distinguished son of Bengal, a 2 ^Speake^ of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, 
^^-Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University, and a prominent figure in 
the public life of India published a book entitled “Man Behind the Plough”. 
In that book published in 1930, he gave a warning. In his book he 
quoted figures for the last ten years from 1927 to 1937, of the production 
of foodgrains in Bengal, and its requirements, taking the population at that 
time as 5 crores only. According to his estimate Bengal’s annual require- 
ment at that time was 500 millions maunds of paddy and Bengal’s average 
production then was 340 millions maunds of paddy. So according to his 
estimate there was an average shortage of 160 million maunds of paddy 
every year. He also quoted figures from the Government Annual Eeport on 
the acreage of yield of crops to show that Bengal was suffering a chronic 
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deficit. He sounded a warning and asked Bengal to take time by the foreloc 
and make up the deficit : if it did not do it there would be a major calamity 
He proves himself to be a prophet. The Agricultural Marketing Adviser t 
the Government of India published his report in October, 1941. In tha 
report he stated that India’s rice production is not sufficient. According 
to him Bengal used to import rice — 15 to 25 millions of tons — from Burma 
Siam, Indo-China and other places. Taking the basis of Sir Azizul Haque’i 
estimate, what will be the present quota of Bengars requirements of th( 
chief foodgrains, that is rice? Sir Azizul Haque’s estimate of populatioi 
at that time was 5 crores. Now, Sir, according to the census of 1941 th< 
population of Bengal is 6 crores. According to that estimate now Bengal’i 
requirements would be 600 million maunds of paddy and if I take int( 
consideration the increased yield, its production would be 400 millior 
maunds of paddy: there will thus be still a deficit of 200 million maunds 
of paddy. After a bumper crop still Government has been compelled tc 
incur the huge loss of 5 to 7 crores in selling rice at reduced price. We 
do not know how long Bengal will be able to bear this sort of loss. It juaj 
be said that Bengal should try its utmost to be self-sufficient by increasing 
its yield per acre and by bringing under cultivation more land for paddy. 
It will require time — it will require money. But we must utilise all fallov 
lands for cultivation. Vast tracts of land require water for cultivation. Sc 
this will be a long-drawn affair on the part of the Government and it is a 
question of time and money. In the matter of irrigation Bengal is lagging 
behind as compared with other provinces. 

Bengal’s percemtage of acreage of irrigated land is '6, whereas it is 8’6 
in Sind, 32 in Madras, and 46 in the Punjab. Bengal has a meagre amount 
of capital outlay on irrigation. Madras has invested about Rs. 260 lakhe 
on inugation and its price of crops from the irrigated land comes to Rs. 217 
lakhs; Bombay about Rs. 1,075 lakhs whereas Bengal has invested only 
Rs. 531 lakhs and the price of crop from irrigated land comes to Rs. Ill 
lakhs. The Punjab has invested Rs. 3,492 lakhs and the price of crop comes 
to Rs. 4,721 lakhs. So in order to make up the lee-way Bengal should have 
well-planned scheme for irrigation and that is a question of time, because 
there are so many things as manuring, fertilising, giving up-to-date informa- 
tion and making them known to the cultivators, by means of demonstration 
farms and so on and so forth. We shall have to take up all these things 
in order to save Bengal from the recurrence of a second famine. Sir, the 
last year’s famine was due to the non-fulfilment of promise by certain 
provinces and by Government of India in regard to the sending of food- 
grains to Bengal. We shall have to arrange for shipping in order to get 
wheat from Australia, rice from America and rice and wheat from South 
Africa. These countries are grilling to send us the foodgrain*^. 

So, I hope ray motion will be whole-heartedly accepted by the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an Address be 
presented to Hie Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’lble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency 
to make a strong representation through the Government of India to His 
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Majesty's Government in England to arrange for immediate shipping of 
cereals and other foodgrains and milk powder to Bengal from North arid 
South America, Australia, South Africa and such other places in view of 
the acute food shortage in Bengal. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, in addressing 
the Joint Houses of the Central Legislature, His Excellency the Viceroy 
struck an optimistic note with regard to the food situation in Bengal, although 
at the same time His Excellency said that we were not out of the woods yet. 
A consistent and steady supply of foodgrains will be necessary in order to 
meet the situation. This is a very important motion which my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has* moved, and I whole-heartedly support it. Sir, in con- 
nection with my Budget speech the other day I explained the food position 
in England and the provision that the British people had made to meet the 
situation by keeping in reserve sufficient quantities of foodstuffs for the use 
of the people of the British Isles in case of an emergency. Sir, I do not 
know how far the food procurement scheme in Bengal has been progressing 
and what quantity the Government have now actually in stocJc. I am not 
here to make any forecast as to what the position will be next year, but I 
think the Government would do well to take time by the forelock and 
make ample provision beforehand, so that like last year the people of this 
Province may not have to suffer and die of starvation. Sir, it is very 
unfortunate that some time ago the Secretary of State for India Mr. Amery 
said that there was no need for sending foodstuffs from Canada because in 
his opinion arrangements had been made for the import of foodgrains from 
other countries. We want not only the Bengal Government or the Central 
Government but also the British Government in England to realise that it 
is not only necessary in the interests of the people of Bengal to make ample 
provision of foodstuffs for next year's consumption, but that it is also in the 
interest of the British Government to keep the people of Bengal well-fed, 
for the simple reason that any recurrence of famine next year is bound to 
react on the war efforts which the country is putting forth at the present 
moment. Sir, it may be said by that Government that there is a dearth of 
shipping. We have read in the newspapers that both the United States and 
Britain have built sufficient number of ships not only for the purpose of 
convoys but also for the purpose of carrying foodstuffs to the Allied countries 
for civilian consumption. Sir, I do not think that there would be any 
difficulty in providing Bengal with the necessary shipping for the purpose 
of importing foodgrains from outside if Government so desire. With these 
words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Mfi BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to support the 
motion I should like to speak a few words. I am glad that my honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed who is a member of the Government party has 
brought this motion before the House. The motion admits that there is an 
acute food shortage in Bengal. I do not know what attitude the Govern- 
ment, I mean the present Ministry, will take with regard to this motion. 
But if the Ministry supports the statement in the motion that there is an 
acute food shortage in Bengal and therefore His Excellency the Governor 
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should be requested throug^h the Hon'Ible President of this House to make 
a strong representation to the Government of India to import foodstulls from 
foreign countries like North and South America, etc. — it would that the 
statement issued by Mr. Hutchings that there will be no question of any food 
shortage in Bengal in the coming year and that the present Government of 
Bengal think that the situation is well under control is not accepted even 
by some members who are supporters of the present Government. If that 
is so, then I submit that Government should immediately iLSsue a statement 
that the statement issued by Mr. Hutchings is based on information whicL is 
not quite accurate and that it is time that the present Ministry should take 
the situation under their consideration and decide what should be their 
policy with regard to the food shortage in Bengal which is likely to happen 
if the present policy of the Government is continued. It is also necessary 
that the question of food shortage in Bengal should be considered in all its 
aspects by the present Ministry. With these few words, I support the 
motion which has been moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mfi K. C, ROY CHOWDHURY: I also su])port the motion for more 
than one reason. In Australia the price of wheat is 7 s. G d. per bushel, as 
I have seen in the papers. I fancy two bushels are equal to one inaund. 
In that case, wheat from Australia would be much chea])er than wheat from 
the Punjab. Therefore, there is a good deal of force in this motion. If 
Australia can spare wheat for us, I shall certainly welcome it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I weh *ome the motion on 
behalf of Government and will be very glad to forward the i)r()posals to the 
Government of India. We have always pressed the Government of India 
for importation of foodgrains from outside and although compared with 
the previous year’s crop this year’s crop has been very saiisfa^doi'v, still it 
is very difficult to state, in view of the psychological crisis which exists in 
this country, that there is a sufficiency which can help us to tide over the 
crisis. It must not be forgotten that there has been a tremendous influx 
of labour from outside, that portions of our lands have had to be evacuated 
and also that the additional food, which the people used to supplement 
their foodgrains, is being absorbed for other purposes. I think, therefore, 
that the Government of Bengal has a veiy good claim for foodgrains from 
outside. As a matter of fact, the Government of India have recognised it 
and are sending the cereals. 

At the same time, I think it is opportune that the claim of Bengal is 
further pressed. * 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: On a point of information, Sir. May 
I request the Hon’ble Minister to say what would be the price of Australian 
wheat when landed in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The price of Australian wheat 
is certainly much less than the price of the Punjab or the United Provinces 
•wheat and is somewhat in the region of Rs. 7-8 per maund. 
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Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: May I have your leave 
to put a question to the Hon’Ible Minister in charge of Civil Supplies? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it on this matter? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTi: On an allied question. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is the special motion under Rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, “that an address be presented to Ilis Lxcellency 
the Governor of Bengal through the HonTile the President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to make a strong rci)resenta- 
tion through the Grovernment of India to liis Majesty’s Government in 
England to arrange for immediate shipping of cereals and other foodgrains 
and milk powder to Bengal from North and South America, Australia, 
South Africa and such other places in view of acute food shortage in 
Bengal’'. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the special 
motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed under rule 96 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules. Before Mr. Nur Ahmed moves his motion will the 
Hon’ble Minister concerned be pleased to state if Mr. Ahmed has his consent 
to, move the motion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I submit, Sir, 
that the motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed under Rule 96 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules appears to be a paraphrase of resolution No. 4 of 
which I have given notice with only this difference that he asks for a ‘‘type 
of Royal Commission” whereas I ask for the appointment of a Committee 
of Enquiry by the Government of Bengal. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SuHRAAVAKDY : It is an improvement on your motion.) At the same time, 
I may say that' the amendment given notice of by Mr. Nur Ahmed to my 
resolution No. 4 is practically identical — the wordings are practically the 
same. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, in explaining the posi- 
tion, I may say that I gave my consent to the special motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed because the resolution of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee is 
so worded that I will have no other alternative but to opi)ose it. Mr. Nqr 
Ahmed’s motion is an improvement on that resolution and that is why I 
have accepted it. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Are we to take it 
then, Sir, that it is a clever move on the part of Mr. Nur Ahmed to move 
his special motion under Rule 96 in order to secure precedence over my 
resolution No. 4? 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, my motion is quite in order as according to 
tlie Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Eules the special motion under 
Rule 96 has always precedence over a resolution. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of order, 
Sir. I should like to have your ruling as to whether the honourable member 
is justified in giving notice of a motion when a similar motion has already 
been given notice of, in order to take advantage of Rule 96? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Having compared Rai Bahadur’s resolu- 
tion with Mr. Nur Ahmed’s special motion, I find that the two are not 
exactly identical. So, Rai Bahadur’s point of order cannot be upheld. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. I think, Sir, 
Mr. Nur Ahmed wants to send this motion through the Government of 
Bengal, then through the Government of India to His Majesty’s Government 
in England. Because the motion says “That this Council is of opinion that 
the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to convey through the 
proper authority in India to His Majesty’s Government in England the 
opinion of this House that at a suitable time an enquiry should be held by 
an appropriate body etc.” 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will you please state what is your point 
of order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point of order is this that Rule 96 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules never contemplates a 
motion like this. Such a motion can only be brought under Rule 112. 
Thai is the only conceivable section under which this can be brought. 
Because this motion is a sort of prayer for the appointment of a Royal 
Commission, and not the appointment of a committee by this Government. 
Now, who is to give consent, who is the Minister concerned with this motion? 
Rule 96 contemplates only motions which are within the purview and 
the jurisdiction of the Ministers themselves. The mover wants that Govern- 
ment of Bengal to send it to the Government of India and through them 
to the proper authorities. I again say, Sir, that motions under Rule 96 
must be connected with subjects which are administered by the Ministers 
themselves. There is nothing in this motion to indicate to w’hich Minister 
this motion relates. This motion ought to have been a prayer for an Address 
to be presented to His Excellency to move the proper authorities 
to send it to the British Cabinet for the appointment of a Royal Commission 
an,d that could be done only under Rule 112. Moreover the consent has not 
been obtained from the Government of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

On a point of order. Sir. Is the honourable member competent to go 
behind the decision of the Hon’ble President who has already admitted this 
motion? Can he go against the President’s decision? When the motion 
has actually been admitted under Rule 96, can any member question the 
decision of the Hon’ble President? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I am asking for a ruling from the 
Chair as to whether this matter can be admitted under section 96. When 
the motion is first formally admitted by the President and it comes before 
the House for discussion, then certainly a point of order can be raised to 
ask the President to give his ruling before the whole House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I gave notice of this matter with a request 
that it may be admitted under Rule 112. The Hon’ble President wrote 
to me saying that it could not be admitted under Rule 112, but that it could 
be admitted under Rule 96. Accordingly, I sent the motion back to the 
Hon’ble President and it was admitted under Rule 96. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, so far as the motion is 
concerned, I understand that it has been admitted under Rule 96. If you 
look to Rule 96, you will see that it runs as follows : “Save in so far as is 
otherwise provided by the Act or by these rules, no discussion of a matter 
of general public interest shall take place otherwise than on a resolution’". 
Sir, I lay stress on the word “resolution” “moved in accordance with these 
rules, except with the consent of the President and of the Minister to whose 
Department the motion relates."" Now, Sir, I find that the word “resolu- 
tion"' has been defined in Rule 88 of the same Part, i.e., Part I\. Rule 88 
says ; “Every resolution shall be in the form of a declaration of opinion 
by the Council"". Therefore, I submit that the motion is not in order, 
because what can be done as a special motion under Rule 96 is by way of a 
resolution which has to be put in the form of “a declaration of opinion by 
the Council’", and I submit that the point of order raised by my friend 
Mr. Das holds good, because what the motion says is this : — 

that the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to 

convey through proper authority in India to Ilis Majesty’s 
Government in England the opinion of this House that at a suitable 
time an enquiry should be held by an appropriate body of the type 
of a Royal Commission to examine the whole question of the food 
shortage in Bengal, its terms of reference covering a thorough 
examination of the present food shortage in Bengal, and raaking of 
recommendations with a view to the prevention of the recurrence 
of the existing distress in Bengal.” 

Now, Sir, that can only be done by a proper authority by way of an 
Address under Rule 112. This cannot come in by way of a special motion 
under Rule 96, and I would submit that this is not in order. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, the point that has to be decided first is : whether the members are at 
all entitled to go into the question as to whether it has been properly admitted 
or not by the President, and then and then only a discussion of this matter 
can arise. The President not only admitted the motion but before he 
admitted it he asked the member to put his motion not under Rule 112 but 
under Rule 96. 

• 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA; As to the point raised by my honourable 
friend the Leader of the House that the President has admitted the 
motion and that as such the point of order cannot be raised in the House 
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at all, Sir, it absolutely ignores the principle that when any resolution or 
any motion is admitted by the President not in the presence of the members 
of this House Ibut in accordance with the view be takes himself in his office, 
that does not preclude consideration by the President of the views that may 
later on be placed before him by members of the House and listening 
to what other views may there be different from his own view. Every 
member of the House has a right to raise a point of order and the President 
is quite competent to consider the matter in view of the submissions made 
by us on the floor of the House. I maintain, Sir, that this point can be 
raised as a point of order in the House and that ihat right has not been 
curtailed by any action that the President may have taken not on the floor 
of this House but in his office without giving us an opportunity to place our 
views before him. Then, as to whether this motion can at all be admitted 
undei section 96, I may say that that section is not an unfettered section at 
all. It occurs in Part VI of our Eules which deals with resolutions. There is 
some general principle enunciated as to the restriction on the form and con- 
tents of resolutions in Eule 89. In Eule 89 it has been distinctly laid down 
that a resolution shall not relate to a matter which is not primarily the con- 
cern of the Provincial Government. So this Eule 96 cannot be a rule which 
is absolutely unfettered in its working. Anything and everything can be 
moved under it, the only thing required being the consent of the Presi- 
dent and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department to which the 
motion relates. And this part of Eule 96 says that resolutions must be 
confined to subjects relating to the department of the Hon’ble Ministers. 
That recognises by implication the limitation which has been put in Eule 89 
and that is the only reasonable interpretation of section 96. The only advan- 
tage which is confeiTed by Eule 96 is that with the consent of the President 
and the Hon’ble Minister in charge it may be considered on any day, even 
when non-official business is not put down for consideration. I think another 
matter which .should be considered seriously in this connection is as 1o 
whether there is or is not a general rule about the priority of resolutions on 
non-official days. And if this sort of things is allowed, then one may be 
inclined to say that on a non-official day anybody mav resort to tlie device 
of giving notice of a motion under Eule 96 and anyhow^ he can get the 
consent of the Minister to whose Department the motion relates and also of 
the President. A motion under Eule 96 should relate to a matter of general 
public interest and the consent of the Minister to whose department the 
matter relates must be obtained ; but here who is the Minister whose consent 
is required.^ It is, I think, negativing our right by giving priority to the 
special motion over the resolution as arranged in the ballot. If the Govern- 
ment is agreeable to a subject being discussed under Eule 96, I should think 
that the special motion may be considered on a day fixed for Goveniment 
business and not on a day fixed for the consideration of non-official resolu- 
tion. So far as the non-official business is concerned, it has been distinctly 
laid down that it shall bf taken for discussion in the order of priority as 
determined by the ballot. I do not think that special preference should be 
given to the motion under Eule 96 and I do not find any reason for doing 
so. I think it would be taking away the right of the members of the House. 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I point out that the 
consent of Government does not necessarily imply that the Government 
accepts the resolution or the special motion ? The consent of Government 
is only for a discussion of motion that may be moved and iny view will 
depend on the discussion and will be made apparent to the House when I reply. 
But when Government gives consent to a resolution it means that Government 
is prepared to have a discussion on the subject and considers it of sufficient 
importance. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, there is another 
aspect of the cpiestion. If I remember aright, a similar resolution for the 
a])pointment of a Boyal Commission has already been ac{‘e})ted by the 
Central Legislative Assembly and in view of that I do not think any 
iu'(*essity arises at all for moving a special motion in a Provincial Legisla- 
ture for the appointment of a Boyal Commission. I draw the attention of 
the House to the wording of the motion ‘'at a suitable time an enquiiy should 
be held by an appropriate body of the type of a Royal Commission”. He 
does not ask for “a Royal Commission” but “a committee of the type of a 
Boyal Commission”. It may or may not be a Royal Commission and when 
this Commission will be appointed I do not know\ As I have said, that is 
a clever move on the part of the honourable member to secure precedence 
over my resolution No 4 of which I had given notice. 

Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I say a few words about what 
tlie Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy has suggested? He said “consent of the 
Government”. But our rule does not say anything about “consent of the 
Government” : it says “consent of the Minister to whose Department the 
motion relates” : so 1 submit he is not (‘orrect in what he said. The n'.otion 
says “type of a Boyal Commission” : is it going to be appointed by the 
iroi'T)le Minister’s Department? Will he appoint the Boyal Commission? 
Then Sir, why does he say “consent of the Government”? The subject matter 
does not relate to his Department. It is a matter to be referred to the 
Government of India through the Governor. The motion prays that a Boyal 
Commission should be appointed : this prayer must be referred through the 
Government of India and the appointment would be made by the British 
Cabinet. The British Government is to appoint the Commission of the type 
of a Boyal Commission — that is the prayer. It certainly does not relate 
to the Hon’bie Mr. Suhrawardy ’s Department. Had the resolution been 
to the efPect that an enquiry committee be appointed by the Govern jnent of 
Bngal to enquire into the causes of famine, that would have been all right 
and in that case we would not have stood in the way of Mr. Suhrawardy 
saying that as he was satisfied he gave his consent to it. But, as I have said, 
the motion asks for the apointment of a Commission of the type of Royal 
Commission which means a prayer to the British Governmeot through the 
Government of India, because the appointing authority is the British Cabinet 
itself. I am surprised that a lawyer of the standing of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Suhrawardy could have said what he has said. The motion does not i elate 
to the departments under any of the Hon’bie Ministers. As far as can be 
understood from the motion itself, let me repeat, it is a prayer to the British 
Government for a Boval Gommission. Rule 96 does not apply. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, if tlie honourable mem- 
bers of tbe Opposition accept tbe proposition that they are not going to 
move any resolution for wbicb tbis Government is not directly responsible, 
I can assure on bebalf of Government that we shall have no occasion to object 
to the proposition that has been put forward by them. So far as we know, 
it has been tbe practice of tbis House to move resolutious wbicb request for 
action by authorities other than tbis Government. 

In tbis particular case, tbis motion has already been admitted by the 
Hon’ble tbe President and so, I think there can be no objection now to the 
motion being moved. That will be something like going behind tbe 
decision of the Hon’ble tbe President who has already given bis permission 
to move tbis motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is like threatening tbe Chair. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Sir, I also submit that if objection is taken to tbe moving of tbis motion, 
that will be going behind tbe decision of tbe Hon’ble the President. 
Never before it was allowed to question the decision of the Chair. The 
Chair always held that its decision cannot be questioned by anybody. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. I liave given niy nnxious 
consideration to tbe point of order raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. In the 
ordinary course, tbe Hon’ble President himself can revise his views and 
even after admitting a resolution be may allow any honourable member to 
raise a point of order. But having gone tlirough the file, I find that the 
Hon’ble tbe President has considered this question carefully. It appears 
from tbe file that tbe notice was first given under Rule 112 and then on tbe 
suggestion of tbe Hon ble President himself Mr. Nur Ahmed again g’ave 
notice to bring this motion under rule 96. But whatever it may be, in 
going to decide tbis point of order, I do not feel called upon to decide 
whether I can go behind tbe decision of the Hon’ble President or not, if I 
find that on other ground I may decide this questif)n. 1 have very carefully 
considered the points raised by several honourable members in (onne(‘tion 
with tbe discussion of tbis motion under Rule 96, and I am not convinced 
that I can rule tbis motion out of order, as. suggested by the Opposition. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, you move your motion. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, in view of what 
has fallen from tbe Chair, I would request you to keep tbis resolution in 
aibeyance until tbe next day fixed for the discussion of resolutions so that 
tbe Hon’ble the President may consider it afresh after bearing tbe honourable 
members of tbis House and then give bis ruling. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; I am afraid, I cannot do that unless tbe 
member himself decides not to move it. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move — 

“That tbis Council is of opinion that tbe Government of Bengal be 
strongly urged upon to convey through proper authority in India 
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to His Majesty’s Government in England tlie opinion of tliis House 
that at a suitable time an enquiry should be held by an appropriate 
body of the type of a Royaf Commission to examine the whole 
question of the food shortage in Bengal, its terms of reference 
covering a thorough examination of the present food shortage in 
Bengal, and making of recommendations with a view to the 
prevention of the recurrence of the existing distress in Bengal.” 

Sir, with your permission I want to make certain verbal alterations and 
additions to my motion with a view to making it more clear. This is that 
after the word * 'Bengal” on the sixth line of the motion the figures “1942 
and 1943” should be added and the word “existing” be omitted from the 
penultimate line of the motion. 

Mr- DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. If you want to make 
certain alteration and addition in the motion, then please let me have a 
copy of your motion as amended. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: All right, Sir, I am handing you a copy of my 
amended motion. 

Sir, I fail to understand why so much opposition was made in this 
House to moving this motion which is a simple and at the same time 
important motion relating to the future of Bengal. Sir, the motion is a 
request to the Government of Bengal to convey to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in England through the Government of India the opinion of this House 
that an enquiry should be held by a Royal Commission to go into the whole 
question of the food shortage in Bengal and also to make recommendations 
as regards the prevention of such famine or distress in Bengal. Sir, many 
opinions have been expressed both in this House and outside that it was 
a terrible crisis through which Bengal passed in 1942-43. Sir, this terrible 
crisis is due to many causes. According to His Majesty’s Government and 
the Secretary of State for India, it was due to the Provincial Autonomy and 
also to failure on the part of the Provincial Government to do their duty at 
the time of such crisis. According to others, it is due to the bungling on 
the part of the Central Government that this famine could not be prevented ; 
and there are others who think that the present Government, i.e., the 
present Ministry of Bengal is responsible for it; and there are still others 
who say that the past Ministry was to blame for the situation. 

It is desirable that a body of persons unconnected with any party in 
India should enquire into the causes of the famine and also the cause of 
food shortage in Bengal and that they should make recommendations. This 
is a simple proposition and why so much opposition should be raised against 
the moving of such a simple proposition, I do not know. Is it not desirable 
that Bengal should avert such a famine in future? Is it not the duty of every- 
body to save Bengal and to see that this province should be saved from any 
such recurrence of famine in future and that every possible step should 
be taken by every patriotic Bengali to prevent such terrible sufferings to 
humanity? Therefore, all tiis opposition is quite unnecessary and it has 
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many times from the platform and in the newspaper editorials we find that 
the present Government has been unjustly accused for being the authors 
of this famine. If an enquiry is made it will be seen that this Government 
has only done its duty and somebody else, namely, the past Government 
was responsible for this or the Central Government. So this opposition on 
their part when I was moving my motion raised this suspicion in my mind 
that perhaps they do not want to hold an enquiry after all, lest their 
assumption may be found untrue. But, Sir, is it not desirable that we 
should ascertain the causes of the famine and also devise means in due time 
to prevent the recurrence of such a famine? There is also another reason 
why such an enquiry should be made. Nobody knows Bengal’s food require- 
ments and its shortage. A body of people like the Eoyal Commission should 
go into this question from a broader point of view That Commission will 
enquire into the causes and ascertain Bengal’s requirements and suggest 
means as to how to meet those requirements. I think I should not make a 
long speech on the necessity and importance of a motion like this. It is a 
very necessary one. I do not go into the question of apportioning blame to 
this Ministry or that, to this Government or to that Government or to some 
other person ; but my intention is to ascertain the real cause of the famine. 
I do not want to pass any judgment beforehand. It should be the duty of 
the Eoyal Commission to ascertain who are the persons who are responsible 
or the agents who are responsible for it. I hope, therefore, that there will 
be no difference of opinion over this motion and that it will be accepted by 
the House without any dissension. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved— 

^‘That this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal be 
strongly urged upon to convey through proper authority in India 
to His Majesty’s Government in England the opinion of this House 
that at a suitable time an enquiry should be held by an appropriate 
body of the type of a Eoyal Commission to examine tlie whole 
question of the food shortage in Bengal in 1942 and 1943, its terms 
of reference covering a thorough examination of such food shortage 
in Bengal, and making of recommendations with a view to the 
prevention of the recurrence of such distress in Bengal.’' 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The honourable member has since made 
a verbal addition, namely, figures “1942-43” after the word “Bengal”, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To this motion I desire to move the 
amendment that stands in my name. I should like to read the whole 
amendments with your permission 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you taking all the amendments 
together ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, because they are inter-connected. 

I beg to move — 

(1)* That the words “at suitable time” occurring in lines 3 and 4 of 
the motion be omitted. 

4 * 
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(2) That the words ‘'an appropriate body of the type of’^ occurring 

in lines 4 and 5 of the motion be omitted. 

(3) That for the words "whole question” occuring in line 5 of the 

motion, the word "causes’^ be substituted. 

(4) That for the words "food shortage” appearing in lines 5, 6 and 7 

of the motion the word "famine” be substituted. 

(5) That for the word "distress” occuring in line 8 of the motion, 

the word "famine” be substituted. 

Now, Sir, if my amendment is accepted, the motion would read like 
this : — 

"That this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal be 
strongly urged upon to convey through proper authority in India 
to His Majesty’s Government in England the opinion of this 
House that an enquiry should be held by a Eoyal Commission to 
examine the causes of the famine in Bengal, its terms of reference 
covering a thorough examination of the present famine in Bengal, 
and making recommendations with a view to the prevention of the 
recurrence of Ihe existing famine in Bengal.” 

That is my amendment. My friend Mr. Nur Ahmed like a coy lady 
who does not take the name of her husband’s elder brother avoided all 
through his motion mentioning the word “famine”. He says “food shortage” 
and “distress”. It is not only food shortage or distress — it is famine. 
Why then does he fight shy in uttering the word “famine”? It is not 
merely distress of the sort to wdiieh we are accustomed every year for 
which we want a Eoyal Commission. My friend wants a Eoyal Commis- 
sion not for ordinary distress or food wshortage but for a regular famine 
which devastated Bengal. You wuuit it to enquire into the causes of the 
famine — you w^ant that it should go into the iiivestigation of the question 
and make its recommendations so as to make famine impossible in future. 
Then, Sir, it appears that, as my friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has said, 
it has been a pre-arranged business to take up this special motion, which 
is really an official business, today suppressing our non-official business. 
This motion ought to have been taken up not on a non -official day but on an 
official day. Sir, the wording in the motion is “at a suitable time”. When 
that suitable time would arrive? No one knows. It may be said "let this 
matter be held over till the iermination of the war” — let it take place after 
the war. If it is after the war. no one can say when it will take place. 
The war started in September, 1939, and no one knows when that suitable 
time after the war will arrive. We do not know even if it would arrive in 

10 years. All that we want is that the enquiry should proceed immediately. 

The war may end in 1945, 1946 or in 1947 ; but there is no definite date 

when it will end. So the words "at a suitable time” be dropped. Sir, 

the very importance of a matter is forgotten by lapse of time — the urgency 
of the matter is forgotten and the interest in the matter fades away. So 
my suggestion is that the words "at a suitable time” be dropped. 

46 
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Sir, my next amendment is that the words “an appropriate body of the 
type of’^ be omitted. As a matter of fact, the mover does not want a Royal 
Commission or an indepenedent body consisting of men prominent for their 
intelligence. He wants to avoid the whole thing. He wants only a white- 
washing body to go into the whole question and submit a report which would 
also be white-washing the misdeeds of the Governments concerned. How, 
Sir, we do not want ‘*an appropriate body of the type of’^ to remain there 
in the motion. We demand a Royal Commission. Our recommendation 
should be explicit, clear and emphatic. 

The next amendment is that for the words “whole question the word 
^‘causes” be sub.stituted. The reason for my amendment is that the words 
“whole question” are rather vague. 

Now, as regards the next amendment in which I have moved that for the 
words “food shortage” the word “famine” should be substituted, I think 
the reason is very clear. We have seen food shortage in Bengal in the 
course of the last several years and that food shortage used to be compensated 
by imports of rice from Burma and elsewhere. Food shortage, I submit, 
Sir, cannot be the proper word here. As a result of this famine a huge 
toll of human lives has been taken away. And that is not a matter of 
joke. It will be the business of the Royal Commission to enquire into the 
causes of the famine. 

The word “distress” is also not a very definite expression and so I have 
moved to substitute the word “famine^’ in place of “distress”. The 
reason which I have given in the case of my previous amendment holds 
good here. 

Sir, our object is that a Royal Commission should be appointed to 
consider the causes of the famine and apportion blame between the different 
Provincial Governments, the Government of India and the Secretary of 
State and state definitely who is primarily responsible for this famine, 
who is responsible for such a serious catastrophe and also to state definitely 
whether that is a man-made famine or a God-made 'famine. Sir, the words 
in this motion are very mild. A Royal Commission should be appointed 
to go into a thorough examination of the present famine in Bengal and 
I they should recommend improvement following which there shall not be 
any more famine in Bengal. If my honouiuble friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
has really his heart behind this motion, he should a(*cept the amendments 
which I have moved with a clean heart. 

With these words, Sir, I move my amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved:— 

(1) That the words “at a suitable time” occurring in lines 3 and 4 of 
the motion be omitted. 

, (2) That the words “an appropriate body of the type of“ occurring in 
lines i and 5 of the motion be omitted. 

(3) That for the words “whole question” occurring in line 5 of the 
motion, the word “causes” be substituted. 
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(^) That far the words "‘food shortage” appearing in lines 5, 6 and 7 
of the motion, the word ‘'famine” be substituted. 

(6) That for the word "distress” occurring in line 8 of the motion, 
the word "famine” be substituted. 

Mfi BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; In rising to support the 
amendments which have been moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

I would like to speak a few words. I support all the amendments moved 
by him. If we are at all serious and if we want that some action should 
be taken on the motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
then it is essentially necessary that the vague words which have been used 
in his motion itself should be deleted and the resolution sliould be made 
more clear. In this view, I submit that the words "at a suitable time” 
should be deleted as proposed in the first amendment of Mr. Das. Sir, the 
words "at a suitable time” import a certain amount of vagueness and they 
imply that the time may never come when the proposed enquiry is to be 
started. We want that the Commission should immediately enquire into 
the causes of the disaster that Bengal witnessed during the last season of 
1942-48, so that there may not be a recurrence of it in the coming year, and 
it is for this reason that the words "at a suitable time” should be deleted 
and if the resolution is to be of any use, the Royal Commission should be 
requested to be appointed forthwith. Then, Sir, with regard to the next 
amendment which has been moved by my honourable friend that the words 
“an appropriate body of the type of“ should also be omitted, I find that here 
again they introduce an amount of vagueness which would make the resolu- 
tion absoultely nugatory and meaningless : and it is very difficult to under- 
stand what the honourable member means by the words "an appropriate 
body of the type of a Royal Commission”. He requests "that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal be storngly urged upon to convey through proper authority 

in India to His Majesty’s Government in England ”, that is to say, 

he requests that a representation should be made to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in England for the appointment of a Commission. Then why does he 
introduce these vague words "an appropriate body of the type of a Royal 
Commission”? He should make it clear and definite. Therefore, Sir, I 
support the amendment of my friend Mr. Das. Then, Sir, the next amend- 
ment which Mr. Das proposes is that the words "whole question” should be 
substituted by the word "causes”. Now, here again I submit that by the 
word "causes” we mean the causes of the particular famine or the distress 
that prevailed during the season 1942-43 which is necessary for the purpose 
of determining what led to the famine. The words "whole question” would 
introduce a generality which may mislead the Commission and the real 
cause of the famine of the last year may not be determined at all. We 
want the Royal Commission to consider the question as to the causes that 
led to the distress or to the famine which was prevailing*in Bengal during 
the last season. It is not a question of the food shortage. The question 
of the food shortgae, as my honourable friend has pointed out, has got to 
be considered with reference to other matters and that by way of tho- 
“Grow More Food” campaign and other things. What we want to know is 
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what was the particular cause that led to the distress during the last year. 
Therefore, the words “whole question” should be substituted by the word 
‘'causes^ \ 

Then, Sir, the next amendment which has been proposed is that instead 
of the words “food shortage”, the word “famine” should be used. I do not 
understand why Mr. Nur Ahmed fought shy of the word ‘^famine”. Even 
the present Ministry have used this word in their Budget estimates. Every- 
body admits that Bengal was in a condiiion of famine during the last year, 
and therefore we should not introduce these vague words “food shortage” 
but we should replace it by the word “famine”, so that the Royal Com- 
mission may direct its mind to the question of famine and faminfe alone 
which prevailed in Bengal during th(‘ year 1942-43 and may make 
reooinmendations for preventing the rccurrenc(‘ of famine conditions that 
prevailed here last year. As a matter of fact, in order to determine the 
causes that led to the famine during tlie last year, other factors too have 
got to be considered — factors other than the policy pursued by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, the last Government as well as the present Government, 
whether it was not a mistake in their policy, their bungling and mishandling 
of the situation which caused the disaster thal was noticed and which caused 
the deaths of so many people of Bengal. Witli tliese words, 1 support the 
amendments moved by Mr. Das. 

Dri KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Sir, while I have every sympathy with 
both the mover of the original motion as well as with the mover of the 
amendments, I do not feel convinced that any useful purpose would be 
served either by the motion or by the amendments. In the first place, we 
all know more or less some of the causes which led to the famine of the last 
5 rear. One is the war. Bengal being the froniier, transpoit facilities have 
been dislocated and a large amount of food was also withdrawn for Army 
purposes and some was also exported. Therefoie, we know to some extent 
what is the cause of the famine. And I suppose the object of the mover 
in asking for an enquiry is to ensure that a similar thing may not recur 
n future. And, therefore, what he has suggested is a Royal Commission. 

[ do not think that the British Government would agree to send down a 
Royal Commission when they are so busy with other matters concerning 
Le war and probably that is why the mover of the motion has used the 
words *‘at a suitable time and date”. That, however, practically de^Bjts 
:he purpose of the original motion and my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Da» 
wants to fix a time by putting in a certain date. But even if we fix a time^ 
3an we enforce a Royal Commission to come here by that time? I submit 
hat they would not listen to this, for they are absorbed in other things. 
Simply because this House has passed a motion asking for the appointment 
)f a Royal Commission, I do not think a Royal Commission ^s going to 
jome. Then, again, I have my own misgivings about Royal Commissions. 
We have experience in the past of several Royal Commissions, for example, 
he Royal Commission on Agriculture, the Royal Commission on Labour 
md the Royal Commission on Education. What guarantee is there that 
heir recommendations will be accepted? All sorts of Commissions have 
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jome and reported and made tkeir recommendations but those reports are 
ill lying in the corners of the secretariat pigeon-holes. I would like to 
mow how many of recommendations <Tf these several Commissions have 
)een given effect to. 

The next question is that even if there is a sincere attempt and desire 

0 give effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission, it will 
)robably take a considerable time for the Commission to arrive in this 
jountry and submit a report and in the meantime a thousand and other 
hings may happen. The war may end and the situation may change and 
ve may not have the same condition as now. Therefore, I submit that no 
iseful purpose would be served by asking for a Royal Commission, as 
uggested by the mover or in the amendments. On the other hand, I would 
velcome a proposal to appoint a local committee of people in whom all 
)artie8 in the country have confidence, so that they can go over the situation 
[uickly and submit a report to the best of their ability. Their report 
vould be available within a reasonably short time. We can wait till then 
tnd see whether we can accept their recommendations and prevent the 
‘ecurrence of a famine in future. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I do not know 
vhether the honourable mover of the motion drew his inspiration from the 
lon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Department concerned in giving notice 
)f his motion under section 90 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
lules. For, I feel that while the resolution which stands in my name, 
ays down certain specific issues on which the enquiry vshould, in my opinion, 
3 e conducted by the committee, in the motion now under discussion asks for 
he appointment of “an appropriate lK)dy of tlie type of a Royal Commis- 
lion” for the puipose of carrying on the proposed investigation. Besides, 
;he motion does not mention any lime by which the Royal Commission is 
;o be appointed, nor any terms of reference. It may be during or after the 
var. It should never be after the war, because if the war prolongs — and 
10 one knows when it will end — the appointment of a Royal Commission 
nay be delayed. If the appointment of the Royal Commission is deferred, 
)ur purpose will be frustrated. Strike while the iron is hot. It is a 
hmine. Sir, which is unprecedented in the history of India — a famine before 

Vhich the famipe of 1770 commonly known in Bengal as 
)afca>into insignificance. There is no reason why there should be any delay 
iii having an enquiry made into last year’s famine. It is not my intention 
:o blame this Ministry or that Ministry who may be responsible for the 
date pf things last year but what we do want to know is : why should such 

1 famine occur in the land of our birth which was and 

in days gone by, where people lived for centuries without any 

iifficulty wliatsoever regarding food — why should the people now witness 
lalamities of such magnitude which were unknown in the past ? My friend, 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, has moved certain amendments. I intended to 
uove exactly similar amendments but as I could not give notice of them 
in time, I have no other alteftative than to support the amendments moved 
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by him. In the first place, I think, the expression ‘‘at a suitable time’^ 
in the original motion should be expunged. It means nothing. Secondly, 
the expression “appropriate body of the type of a Royal Commission’^ is 
equally vague. It is not-^he Provincial Government that will make the 
appointment. We do not know whether a Royal Commission will be 
appointed at all to enquire and report on last year’s famine. We cannot, 
Sir, agree to a proposal regarding the sincerity of which we have grave 
douibts. So, I think it would be better to delete these words altogether. 

With regard to the other question, namely, the substitution of the word 
“causes” for the words “whole question”, I have nothing to say for it 
.practically means the same thing with this difference that the word “causes” 
implies a more definite meaning. With regard to “food shortage” and the 
word “famine”, the latter is certainly happier. Even the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has himself used the word “famine” several times in his 
Budget Statement. There is a good deal of difference between the words 
“food shortage” and “famine”. Sir, the dictionary meaning of the word 
“food shortage” is quite different from that of the word “famine”. Mere 
shortage of food would not have brought about such an unprecedented 
situation in Bengal. There is no denying the fact that there was real 
famine, man-made or God-made; it may be that the famine was brought 
by circumstances over which we had no control. In this view of the matter, 
the word “famine” would, I think, be more suitable. 

With these few words, I support the amendments moved by Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, first of all, I should explain the 
position of my party particularly in view of the astonishment expressed 
by the mover of the resolution that some sort of opposition was offered to 
his resolution by raising points of order by this party. As the leader of my 
Party, I paHicipated in discussion on the point of order and I must 
explain the position of my Party. It was far from the intention of my Party 
or of myself, as the leader of the Party, to avoid any enquiry into the causes 
of the famine. We are very anxious to have an enquiry into the matter, 
but we want a real enquiry to be made and not a sabotaging enquiry. It 
was a resolution which was calculated to sabotage the real enquiry into the 
causes of the famine. The point of order was raised because in the list of 
non-official resolutions we found that there was a resolution, number 4, 
standing in the name of my friend Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur 
and there was every chance of its being taken up today. Now a suspicion 
did arise in our mind that anticipating the discussion which would arise out 
of this resolution, the special motion of my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed 
has been brought to sabotage the real discussion of the matter. The word- 
ing of the special motion is magnificently indefinite and vague and does not 
ask for anything particularly. That shows really the mind of the mover. 
This is the only reason which prompted my Party to raise the point of 
order. We want a real discussion. Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray has 


appropriately expressed the view of my Party. Sir, it is said that out of 
the fullness of the heart the mouth speaketh* but here out of emptiness 
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of heart, mouth was speaking. Really, there is no sincere desire behind 
this special motion. There is no desire to ask for an enquiry. The mover 
is asking for an enquiry to be made. ^Tf the mover is sincere he might 
suggest that the Commission suggested by him should come by air and hold 
the enquiry. I submit, Sir, that this is necessary in order to get a speedy 
enquiry. An enquiry should be held immediately to ascertain the causes 
of the famine and find out the remedy to remove the causes. Sir, it was 
hinted by the mover that we had a defnre to say something about the j) resent 
Ministry and to save the past Ministry by a discussion about their default. 

I say on behalf of my Party that we are not anxious to allocate the 
liability or the default of the past or of the present Ministry. We must 
say here that both the past and the present Ministry, if they are placed 
before the bar of the public, will be found guilty. Therefore, with the 
object of this motion we liave every sympathy. We do desire that an 
enquiry be held to find out the causes of the famine and to suggest the 
remedies. But we think that this special motion is only an attempt to 
avoid it. So it is very difficult for us fo support Ihe inotion which has 
been placed before us. This motion is absolutely vague and ii is crying 
for the moon. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, 1 want to associate myself with 
what has fallen from the mover of the amendments, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
I whole-heartedly support the amendments. Sir, with one suggestion I 
shall finish my speech, because we have talked about the effects of the 
famine and other things on this floor repeatedly. The only suggestion that 
I can make is the appointment of a special Tribunal under the Royal Charter, 
if necessary, to bring the criminals — these famine-criminals to be hanged, 
and if necessary, to be hanged by the neck till death. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have every sympathy 
with the motion as moved. I find, Sir, that I cannot support the amend- 
ments. There is. Sir, a general opinion in the country that at a suitable 
time an enquiry should be held. The matter was mooted in the Central 
Assembly by the Muslim League Pai’ty, and at that moment, so far as my 
recollection goes, the Hon ’hie Member for Food on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of India could not see his way to accepting the resolution; but there- 
after inj:he Council of State overwhelmed presumably by the mass of 
opinion on the subject he agreed that there should be an enquiry by a body 
of the type of a Royal Commission. Now, Sir, it is not for us to suggest 
when would be the best time to have that enquiry and what should be the 
personnel. His Majesty’s Government will, when it suits them or when 
it is feasible, appoint such a body. I hope at any rate that it will do so and 
that it will choose the requisite personnel which we all trust will have nothing 
whatsoever to do directly or obliquely with the political parties in this 
country. Now, Sir, it would appear from certain forcible statements made 
by the gentlemen opposite that unless the word “famine” is used liberally 
throughout the resolution, we cannot be serious in our demand for an 
enquiry. I do not think, Sir, that the honourable members mean it at all 
seriously when they make their statements. I think it is only for the 
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purpose of introducing a factious spirit into the debate that the honourable 
members repeatedly utter the word. 

I do not know whether famine has got any technical significance. But 
if it has a technical significance, then it has to be studied technically 
before we accept the word ‘‘famine”. And this word should not be used 
by the honourable member in a resolution without having given to it the 
attention which it demands. That there has been acute distress and in. 
those places at any rate where there was acute distress it could be called 
famine, is undoubted and I too have on several occasions referred to the 
conditions in Bengal as famine conditions. Speaking ordinarily, one could 
say that there was a famine in certain parts of Bengal but whether that 
is technically equivalent to a famine or not is not for me to say and I would 
far rather accept the words “food shortage” and “distress” which we find 
are embodied in this motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S, SUHRAWARDY: T would, therefore, accept 
the special motion as it stands 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S, SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable member 
first rose on a point of information and he rises now on a point of order 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister entitled to use 
the words “acute distress” when the Hon’ble Finance Member of the 
Government of India declared that he was going to make provision of crores 
of rupees as a contribution to Bengal for the “famine” there? So, how 
can the Hon’ble Minister object to the word “famine”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. SUHRAWARDY; I am entitled to use any 

word I like and I think my expresvsion of it is much nearer the mark 
than the liberal use of the word “famine”. I am not fighting shy of the 
word “famine”; only I have not examined the word technically and do not 
quite understand when a famine can be declared and when not. As a 
matter of fact, we have demonstrably proved to the House that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have undertaken those steps for the relief of distress which 
even the Famine Code did not contemplate. The Famine Code has placed 
certain responsibilities on the shoulders of Government and certain 
responsibilities on the shoulders of non-official organisations and of the 
public. The Government of Bengal have, however, accepted even those 
responsibilities which under the Famine Code are not placed upon Govern- 
ment but upon the public. Therefore, Sir, I think that the conditions in 
Bengal can very well be expressed by the words “acute food shortage” or 
“distress” which express the situation just as well as the word “famine”. 

I, therefore, see no reason why I should accept the amendments of Mr. Das. 

I think the resolution as moved and as altered by the mover gives the 
correct lead to the House. It ^sks that when feasible an enquiry should 
be held. It leaves to His Majesty’s Government the choice of the 
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jrsonnel and it calls upon that Government to examine the situation in 
engal and make recommendations so thij^t those conditions do not recur in 
iture. 

From our point of view, Sir, the recommendations to avoid a recurrence 
; such conditions would be of the greatest value and would also help to a 
'eat extent in restoring confidence. For that reason, I would welcome the 
)pointment of such a body and an enquiry at as early a stage as would 
! convenient to His Majesty’s Government. I would, therefore, accept the 
otion that has been moved by Mr. Hiir Ahmed. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
le words “at a suitable time’’ occurring in lines 3 and 4 of the motion of 
r. Hur Ahmed be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
Le words “an appropriate body of the type of” occurring in lines 4 and 
of the motion be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
r the words “whole question” occurring in line 5 of the motion the word 
jauses” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before tbe House is: that 
r the words “food shortage” api^earing in lines 5, G and 7 of the motion, 
e word “famine” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
r the word “distress” occurring in line 8 of the motion, the word “famine” 

substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PJRESIDENT: The question before the House is: the 
iginal motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed, as slightly amended — that this Council 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to 
nvey through proper authority in India to His Majesty’s Government in 
igland the opinion of this House that at a suitable time an enquiry should 
I held by an appropriate body of the type of a Eoyal Commission to 
;amine the whole question of the food shortage in Bengal in 1942 and 
>43, its terms of reference covering a thorough examination of the such 
od shortage in Bengal, and making of recommendations with a view to 
e prevention of the recurrence of such distress in Bengal. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. 
L Monday, the 6th March. 

Adioummsiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Monday, the 6th March, 1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 3rd 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(5) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(10) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Moholaiiabish. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(13) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdiir Rashid. 

(15) Mr. S. N, Sanyal. 

(16) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sessioiip 1944— No. 18. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the Gth March, 1944, at 1 p.ni., being 
the eighteenth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section G2(^)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Detenu Srijuit Birencira Chandta Saha. 

77. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to statet — 

{a) if it is a fact that Srijut Birendra Chandra Saha of Daulatganj, 
Tippera, is a detenu; if so, how long he has been in detention; 

(h) if the Government are aware of the fact that this detenu lost tiis 
father and mother while in detention, and has two brothers, one 
aged 12, another aged 8, and a wife with none to look after them 
and without any means of subsistence; and 

(c) whether the Government propose toi consider the question of x)roviding 
a suitable allowance for the maintenance of the family of this 
detenu and give necessary direction in the matter? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes, since the 5th February, 1943. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) A family allowance of Rs. 40 per mensem has been granted. 

Assistance to the families of air raid victims. 

78. - Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Birendra Kishore 
Roy Chowdhury): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Com- 
merce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state the nature 
of assistance, if any, which has been extended to the families of the male 
workers, who died or were fatally injured at Kidderpore as a result of last 
Japanese bombing? 

(6) Do the Government propose to bring any pressure upon the employers 
of such persons who were injured or killed while on duty, to j)ay adequate 
compensation to their dependants? If so, what is likely to be the measure 
of the compensation? If not, why not? 

48 





3d4 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 


[6th March, 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): (a) Family 

pension and/or children’s allowance has been awarded in some cases under 
the War Injuries Scheme, 1942. Certain applications are pending with the 
Claims Officers and will be disposed of as soon as the verification of depend- 
ants of the deceased persons, most of whom live outside the Province, is 
completed. 

(6) No. The families of such deceased persons as come under the War 
Injuries (Compensation Insurance) Act, 1943, will also have compensation 
admissible under that Act. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state how many applications are under consideration and how many cases 

have already been dealt with? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, it is very difficult to 
give figures as to how many cases are actually pending. I would refer 
the honourable member to my answer in which I have stated that some 
such petitions are pending. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state what is the amount of allowance that has already been awarded to 

each case ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think that question arises. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: It depends on the person 
as to how much he is entitled to under the War Injuries Scheme and if 
the amount falls short of a certain amount, then his case is again considered 
under Women’s Compensation Act. 

Short-notice question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Sir, I have a short-notice question 
which runs as follows: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to state whether at dawn yesterday 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, where is the short-notice question? I have 
not seen it. I find one question which has just been received by me, but 
how can you expect the answer today? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Then, Sir, may I mention it tomorrow? 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS There is no question of your mentioning the short- 
notice question tomorrow in the House. First of all, I shall have to 
examine the question and decide whether I shall admit it or not. It is not 
the practice to mention about short-notice questions on the floor of the 
House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Then, Sir, when I can mention that? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: First of all, I shall examine the question for decid- 
ing whether it can be admitted or not. If it is admitted, then the short- 
notice question will be sent to the department concerned, and you can men- 
tion the question only when the department does not reply to it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then, Sir, it will be a matter for 3 or 
4 days, by which time the importance of the short-notice question will be 
gone. If a short-notice question is not ac(*.epted at short-notice, there is no 
meaning in putting the same. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the date, I cannot give you a guarantee 
when the short-notice (question will be replied to. I think short-notice ques- 
tions are being answered regularly after they have been admitted. So, 
why should there be an exception in your case? If you were so very 
anxious to obtain information, you should have sent the notice in time. It 
has been received just now. If you had sent it on Saturday, probably it 
would have been admitted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, how could I send it on Saturday? 
The accident happened only yesterday, and so I have mentioned it today. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Mr. President, Sir, with regard to the 
?yAo^-ration — that oft-repeated and vexed question — the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Sur)plies has done nothing as yet. I have got copy of a 
letter addressed to me by the General Secretary, Hindu Mahasabha, in which 
he states that he has received 115 applications. Sir, this matter is very 
urgent, and it is essential that arrangements should be made without any 
further delay. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are Government in a position to make any 
statement ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

vSir, since the Minister for Civil Supplies is engaged in very urgent work 
and is not in the Chamber jusi now, I do not think anything can be done 
now. The matter may be mentioned as soon as he comes to the Chamber. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, please mention the matter again 
towards the end of the meeting today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information, Sir, may I 
mention one thing? A list has been circulated to us regarding the number 
of questions that had heen held over. It wall appear that in the first 
session of 1942, the Home Department did not answer two questions. In 
1943, first session, there are 7 questions; second session, 9 questions; third 
session, 3 questions — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, will you kindly mention it tomorrow 
immediately after the questions? 
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Jh9 Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Billp 

1944. 

The next item is consideration, clause by clause, of the Bengal Aliena- 
tion of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. Here is a 
list of amendments. We have received notice of two amendments standing 
in the name of Khan Bahadur M, A. Momin. Unfortunately, they were 
received in the office of the Council after the appointed time. I am, however, 
prepared to relax the rule and admit the short-notice amendments. But 
these amendments require previous sanction of the Governor. So, the 
Preamble and the long title must stand over as usual till the end and the 
moving of this amendment which comes after clause 8 cannot be done till 
tomorrow. I hope in the meantime we shall obtain the Governor’s previous 
sanction. 

Order, order. Let us now proceed with the consideration of the clauses. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause {1) of clause 2 of the Bill, for all the words beginning with ^^or 
any other officer” to the end of the sub-clause, the following be substituted, 
namely ; — 

“ ‘and Subdivisional Officer’ means the Subdivisional Officer of a 
division, and ‘Court of a Munsilf’ and ‘MunsifC have same meaning 
as in Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act”. 

Sir, the purpose of my amendment is to provide that the Subdivisional 
Officers and Munsiffs should be empowered under the Act itself to exercise 
jurisdiction under the Act. So far as the MunsiH is concerned, I think 
it will be admitted on all hands that a Munsift’vS court has got all the 
staff and other paraphernalia for carrying out the objects of the Act and 
is situated practically within a radius of 5 miles of 90 per cent, of the 
population of Bengal. Only in very rare instances it is that a Munsift’s 
court is situated beyond a radius of 5 miles. A Munsiff’s court is also a 
Civil Court and a Munsiff has the necessary training to decide cases under 
this Act. For the litigants also it will be very easy to go to the Munsiff’s 
court to present petitions under the Act for relief. The primary 
object of the amendment is to make the procedure as easy, as expeditious 
and as inexpensive as possible. So far as the Collector is concerned, his 
office is situated far away in the district headquarters and as the Collector 
has got multifarious duties to perform, it will not be possible for 
him to deal with these applications even if he has a mind to. I want to 
add the Subdivisional Officer because his office sometimes is situated nearer 
than the Munsiff’s court. I have kept the Collector but have also added 
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the Subdivisional Officer and the Mnnsiff as officers who too should have 
■ the power to exercise jurisdiction under the Act. I, therefore, submit for 
the consideration of the House that the - clause be amended so that the 
Subdivisional Officer and the Munsiff too may have the power. The power 
taken by the Provincial Government to make any other appointment to 
discharge the functions of the Collector in this respect is rather vague and 
we do not know what class of officers they intend to authorise under this 
Act to perform this duty. It would be better if there is a clear-cut provi- 
sion in the Act so that these applications could be dealt with more 
expeditiously. If presidents of the debt settlement boards are authorised 
or intended to be authorised by the Provincial Governmeni to deal with 
these (‘ases, then I think the loi of the apjjlicants would be very hard. We 
all know that these presidents of the debt settlement boards generally take 
six months, eight months and even one year to decide a simple case. 
Therefore, I submit that instead of leaving it vague as in the clause the 
words “Subdivisional Officer’’ and “Munsiff” may also be added as suggested 
in the amendment. It may be left to the applicant to approach whichever 
officer the applicant thinks fit, as it will make for more expedition and will 
be less expensive. With these words, I (‘ommend my amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, for all the words beginning with “or any other officer” 
to the end of the sub-clause, the following be substituted, namely : — 

“ band Subdivisional Officer’ means the Subdivisional Officer of a 
division, and ^Court of a Munsift’ and ‘Munsiff’ have same meaning 
as in Bengal, Agra and Assam (fivil Courts Act”. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I support the amendment moved 
by my friend Mr. Mukherjee. I hope Government will accept it in view 
of the fact that in many places Subdivisional Officers and Munsifi's discharge 
the functions of a Collector. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 support the amendment moved 
by my friend Mr. Mukherjee. This question has been raised in the defini- 
tion clause and it will have an intimate bearing on the subsequent amend- 
ments which have been proposed by myself and another member. There 
are several transfers which have taken place in Bengal and we know that 
transfer of land has been so innumerable that it is not possible for the 
Collector to deal with all these cases. It appears from the definition that 
it is contemplated that several persons will be appointed by tlie Government 
to do this work. “Collector” means the Collector of a district or any other 
officer appointed by the Provincial Government to discharge the functions 
of a Collector under this Act. So it is the function of the Collector under 
this Act. Now, Sir, Munsiffs have not much work to do. Several Munsiffs 
may be requisitioned for this purpose. The services of the Subdivisional 
Officers should also be utilised because the number of transfers is so many 
and various that it will not be possible for the Collector of a district to 
dispose all of them. Besides, it will mean expediting the whole business 
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if these officers are utilised to deal with these cases. Sir, these matters 
ahould be decided as expeditiously as possible. I have my suspicion that. 
Government do not like that the matter should go into the hands of the 
Civil Court. Under section 9, Government is taking power in their own 
hands for carrying out the purposes of the Act. Then, Sir, clause 9 says 
“the manner in which the Collector is to determine the amount of any 
consideration allowed under clause (<?) of section 4”, the manner in which 
these officers will finish expeditiously all these things will be laid down 
by rules which the Government will formulate. There is no question 
really of any delay in the matter, as the Civil Courts if empowered to decide 
the cases will act according to the rules framed by the Government. We 
are anxious that these things are done justly and promptly, and I do not 
think that by going to tlie Civil Court there would be any delay in the 
disposal of cases: there should be no apprehension that the matter will be 
delayed in the Civil Court. 

Sir, it should be the effort of Government to see whether cost of the 
administration cannot be lowered. And this can be made by appointing 
some Munsiffs who have not got sufficient work to do now. They should be 
appointed to try these cases. 

Therefore, I strongly urge upon Government to accept this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, it appears from the two amendments of Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin 
that clause 2 of the Bill cannot be taken up today. 

Mft PRESIDENT: That is the danger of admitting short-notice amend- 
ments, as you now realise. Neither had I any time to go through the 
amendments nor the department could do it. I also find that sub-clauses 
(3) and (4) of clause 2 will be affected by Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin’s 
amendments. So, what I propose to do is that these sub-clauses should 
stand over till tomorrow, I shall not put the entire clause to vote today. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I stand to oppose the 
amendment. The explanation that has been offered in support of this 
amendment is that officers who are available near at hand should be given 
these duties to discharge and therefore my friend has included the Sub- 
divisional Officer and the Munsiffs. So far as that is concerned, there is 
no restriction in the Bill; but by the introduction of these words my friend 
has restricted the scope to only three classes of persons, namely, the District 
Magistrate, Subdivisional Officer and the Munsiff. Only these three persons 
are competent to discharge thyse duties according to his amendment. But 
the most important thing is that the Revenue Deputy Magistrates will be 
excluded if this particular amendment is accepted. The best thing would 
be to leave the matter as it is. Government would be able to name any 
person to discharge the functions who may be a Collector within the meaning 
of this Bill, he may be a Munsiff', a Deputy Magistrate or even a Sub- 
divisional Magistrate. That would give the greatest lattitude to Govern- 
ment in selecting persons who Height be available in the locality, there- 
by affording the greatest convenience also to the parties who will be 
approaching for relief. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I have nothing 
further to add to what has already been said by my friend Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury. I oppose the amendipent. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will you take it today 
or leave it for tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then amendments up to IG and 17 also may stand 
over. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIll: 

Why, Sir, we can go on with 17, because it deals with the main clause 3 
and not sub-clause (3). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right; we may take up 17. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move the amendment standing in 
my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. What 
about our other amendments? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They stand over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If they stand over, I am afraid some of 
our amendments will go by default. No more there will be any necessity 
for moving them. They will be sabotaged. Supposing, the amendment of 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed in clause 4 is accepted, where shall I put my words 
“or a proprietor his nij-jote^^ which I want to be inserted after the words 
“any holding” in line 2 in clause 4 of the Bill. The difficulty is this that 
we sent in our amendments to the main Bill, but here (jovernment have 
recast the whole Bill thereby bringing in, in fact, a new Bill. Therefore, 
I ask Government to withdraw this Bill and bring in a new Bill altogether. 
Amendment No. 18 shows that the clause 4 which is the main clause of 
the Bill has been wholly recast. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite appreciate your difficulties. 

As I said before, I had no opportunity of examining the amendments 
which have taken me by surprise. In view of the fact that they propose 
to widen the scope of the Bill, I suggest that they stand over till tomorrow. 
In the meantime, office will examine and I shall also examine them, and 
after examination they will be sent for the Governor’s sanction. That is 
the proposal I make. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABifi: Sir, may I make one suggestion? In case 
of this nature, when the Government themselves have not quite made u 
their minds and they have to change their course in mid-stream, it woul 
have been better if the Bill had been referred to a Select Committee. Sine 
that has not been done, may I suggest that it be referred to a Committee 
of the whole House? That Committee will practically function as a Selec 
Committee where we can consider the whole Bill. We cannot, I think 
proceed with the clauses unless we know -exactly where we stand. Till th( 
definitions in the Bill are determined, how can we go on with the clauses! 
If it is referred to a Select Committee of the whole House, these diffioultiei 
will be obviated. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN 

That is why there is a rule that definitions have got to be taken up aftei 
the whole Bill is gone through, because there may be additions and 
alterations. 

Mfa PRESIDENT; It would be simpler, if Government are really keer 
on having this amendment made, to take it up elsewhere instead of trying 
to move it here at this eleventh hour. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not know, Sir. It is the Khan Bahadur’s amendment that is responsible 
for all this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is these short-notice amendments that have upset 
the whole arrangement. 

Khan Bahadur ^ A. MOMIN; I am afraid, Sir, my amendment has 
not been rightly understood and perhaps much more is being made of it 
than it deserves. What is aimed at in my amendment is, as you too have 
said, Sir, that the Bill as at present drafted only covers the case of raiyats 
and VLTidQi-raiyats . But in this connection, not only some of the Govern- 
ment party members but the Opposition also, I mean Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das and Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee and Shrish Chandra Chakraverty 
seem to have thought on the same lines, namely, that the tenure-holders and 
proprietors who are also in the same unfavourable position should also be 
protected by the Bill. And it is in accordance with almost unanimous 
opinion of the House that I thought that it would be desirable to table an 
omnibus motion brought in instead of separate amendments 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is quite all right. But the point is this: 
Your amendments admittedly seek to widen the scope of the Bill. Amend- 
ments which were received in time were in respect of the Bill 
as it stands. So, there may be drafting difficulty at least. Suppose, your 
amendments are accepted and other amendments also are moved and accept- 
ed; they may be in conflict with each other, because the amendments of 
which notices were received were on the basis of the Bill as it originally 
stood. You no doubt now realise the difficulty, Khan Bahadur? 
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Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIM: If my amendment is regarded as goings 
beyond the scope of the Bill, for the same reasons most of the amendment^ 
shall go out ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. I do not say that your amendments are 
outside the scope of the Bill. I have allowed your amendments and they 
may be moved with the sanction of the Governor. For the House has a 
right to widen the scope of a Bill if it chooses; so that question does n!ot 
arise. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Let me submit, Sir, that my amend- 
ment is quite simple. Wherever the words ^'raiyats*^ and “under-raij/o-ts^' 
occur in the Bill, we simply add the words ‘‘proprietors” and “tenure- 
holders” — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But amendments will have to be moved formally to 
that effect. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Another point of information. If my 
amendments require the Governor’s sanction, then why the amendments 
proposed by Mr. Diis and others should not equally require his sanction, 
I mean the amendments which have already been admitted by you? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We sent those amendments for the Governor’s sanc- 
tion and sanction had been obtained with regard to them. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Does not that sanction cover my 
amendments also, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, they have also to be submitted separately for 
the Governor’s sanction. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If the Governor has given hia 
consent to extend the provisions of the Bill by including the proprietors 
and tenure-holders 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case, we have got to submit the amendments 
separately for sanction. May I enquire from the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
what are bis proposals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: If possible, we would 
prefer to go on with the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by “if it is possible”? How 
do you mean to proceed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I mean that we are 
quite ready to proceed with the discussion of the Bill today. I do not see 
any objectiou to taking up amendment No. 18 today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your proposal by way of reply to Mr. Das’s 
objection? 
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The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as that is con- 
cerned, snb-clauses (3) and (4) of clause 2 and clause 8 may be held over 
pending the Governor’s sanction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But does that exhaust all clauses that might be 
affected by the amendments of Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin? 

I cannot take any responsibility without examining the matter. So I 
suggest that further consideration of the Bill should stand over till tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; But, Sir, in that 

Tiew 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If Government are keen on having the amendments 
of Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin to which I have given my consent and which 
are going to be submitted to His Excellency for his previous sanction, then 
I suggest that the matter should stand over. But if Government do not 
support the amendments of Khan Bahadur Momin, then we can proceed 
with the Bill as it is. 

The Hon»ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, Government 
support the amendments of Khan Bahadur Momin. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then let us adjourn the House till tomorrow. The 
House stands adjourned til] 1 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Tuesday, the 7th March, 1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 6th 
-March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadnr Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Mesbahnddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Snltanuddin Ahmed. 

(4) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(5) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(6) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(7) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabieh. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. S. PuiHsell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

<12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944. — No. 19. ^ 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 7th March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the nineteenth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section G2{2){a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, ii.c.i.E.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Destitute families. 

79. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; (a) Will the 

Hon’blei Minister in charge of the Revenue Department bo pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the fact that a large number of destitute families 
which came during 1943 to Cahuitta and other towns in search of food have 
been disintegrated due to some member or mt'fiibers thereof, who could not 
be traced at the time, being taken either to hospitals or rescue centres to 
the exclusion of others? 

(b) What arrangements have been made by the Government to trace 
such cases and assist the family members to reunite? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Yes. 

(b) All destitutes separated from families were at first collected in the 
Relief Centre at 110, Lansdowne Road, and later on at 10, Nalin Sarkar 
Street, and the Superintendents of all Relief Centres and Relief Camps in 
and outside Calcutta were asked to trace out the relations of the destitutes 
on the basis of information supplied. Notices were published in the news- 
papers requesting the public coming across separated destitutes to send them 
to the nearest police-station or to the centre of collection and necessary 
instructions were issued to all police-stations in Calcutta. 

In many cases, separated destitutes, particularly children, were sent out 
to their villages with escorts to find out if their relations had gone there 
previously. 

As regards other towns, Government have provided [vide section 7 of 
the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1943] 
for repatriation of the destitutes at Government expense to their own villages 
to enable the separated members of the families to reunite. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position 
to cite one or two instances of sending some children to the villages with 
escorts P 
60 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I do not under- 

stand what the honourable member means by asking me to cite one or two 
instances. I can tell him that hundreds of cases there have been in which 
children have been sent to their villages. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Can the Hon’ble Minister name one or 
two such cases? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot name the 
destitutes. JIow can 1 name them? There were hundreds of cases. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’bie Minister has said that 
‘‘as regards other towns, Government have provided for repatriation of the 

destitutes May I ask him how many cases have been dealt with 

under this section 7 of the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and 
Relief) Ordinance, 1943? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, it is rather 
difficult to give the exact number. But I can say, there were hundreds of 
cases. 


Allegations against Jessore District Board. 

80. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
■ pleased to state whether it is a fact that the villagers of the Chaiidibarpur 
Union Board, police-station Narail, Jessore, submitted a memorial to him 
through the District Magistrate, Jessore, and Subdivisional Officer of Narail 
on the 12th October, 1943, containing the following allegations against the 
authority of the Jessore District Board, viz. : — 

(0 the alleged unconstitutional removal of the President of the Chandi- 
barpur Union; and 

(ii) the removal of the Health Centre from Sakarpur which is situated 
at the central place of the said Union even when malaria broke 
out in an epidemic form? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state what action has been taken or is intended to be taken 
in the matter ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary, (on behalf of the Hon’bie 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): {a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble^ Minister please 
state if it is a fact or not that the President of the Chandibarpur Union 
was removed? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is a fact. 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: If so, what steps have been taken to 
enquire as to whether unconstitutional methods yvere adopted for sucli 
removal ? 



Mr. BIREN ROY: That does not arise. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is the ground of your adjournment 
motion ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the situation that has arisen in various places of Bengal 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. Si SU H R AWARD Y: On a point of order, Sir. I 
do not know whether the honourable member is in order in reading out his 
motion before it is admitted ; but I wish to bring to your notice that the 
motion contains matters which are rather prejudicial. They are not based 
on facts and they are likely to cause unnecessary alarm. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your ground, Mr. Mazumdar? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am coming to that, Sir. It appears 
from the Calcutta Gazette, dated the 2nd March, that in various districts 
of Bengal rice can scarcely be had in the open market at controlled rates. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you got any other ground? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The all-important ground is that rice is 
not available in various districts, and on that basis I have tabled my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am sorry T cannot agree with your point, 
Mr. Mazumdar, because here you refer to certain districts speidfically, and 
also to certain subdivisional towns, but none of these places appear in the 
Gazette notification. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir,. they do appear in the Gazette 
notification. Here is a copy of the Calcutta Gazette in my hand 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I too have a copy with me. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Here is a copy of the Supplement to the 
Calcutta Gazette, dated the 2nd March, and it runs thus — A, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Just a minute, Mr. Mazumdar : Just look at the 
footnote where you will see the following. — Rice can scarcely be had in the 
open market at controlled rates — there is no cross mark here. There is a 
cross against a particular place but none against Chittagong. In fact, 
against none of the places mentioned in your adjournment motion I find 
any cross mark. 

I also find that in the same Gazette there are two different statements. I 
am informed Government will enquire into the matter and find out what 
kas led to this discrepancy. This matter will be taken up after it is enquired 
into by the Government and I waive the point of urgency if it is brought 
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up later. But I do not promise that I shall admit the adjournment motion. 

I shall consider the matter on its merits. In the meantime, let Govern- 
ment enquire and find out what has led to this discrepancy. 

Point of information regarding ‘<bhog”-rationing. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, there is another very important 
matter, that is, what arrangement he has made about the hhog. Fortunately, 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies is present today and we 
shall be glad to hear from him what arrangement he has made with regard 
to this matter. It has been repeatedly promised by him on the floor of this 
House that something will be done very soon. The Hindu Mahasabha has 
received hundreds of petitions and representations 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the position is that if 
I have got to attend to the legislative work along with my other important 
work I must take some time to come to a decision 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Bat, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister from 
time to time 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In spite of my preoccupation 
with other very important work I am trying my best to expedite the matter. 

I dare say it is not humanly possible for any one to do more 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It is humanly possible: it is also a very 
urgent matter. Sir, if he cannot cope with the work let him 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the point is that the Hon’ble 
Minister has promised the appointment of a committee so often here; but 

actually up to this time he has not done anything in the matter. 

% 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I must consider whether it 
is necessary to have a committee. I propose to call a conference in order 
to gather information whether it is necessary to set up a permanent com- 
mittee for this purpose. If after consultation it is found that it is necessary 
to have a permanent committee for this purpose, I shall do it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pletused 
to say when he is likely to finish these preliminaries? May I know when? 
This week — next week? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sometimes I have to do work 
other than legislative work and then I find it extremely difficult to attend 
the meeting of the Council, and in this way work goes on. Honourable 
members also know that the Ministers have got othe^ duties besides legis- 
lative work and when the House is sitting, legislative work is given the ^ 
first preference. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This matter is of great urgency and if 
this is put off day after day, it will lose its importance. If the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Supplies is hard up for time, let him give this matter to 

«ome other Minister. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I did that but the Hon’ble 
Ministers did not do it. 

Outstanding Questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I mention about the outstand- 
ing questions today as suggested by you when yesterday I mentioned this? 
A large number of questions remain unanswered and there is a list of such 
questions circulated to all the members. From the list I find that there are 
outstanding questions of as far back as 1941, of which one question belongs 
to the Education Department and in 1942, first session two questions, 1942, 
first session 13, second session 20, third session 41. Now, we are in 1944. 
Therefore, the questions are more than one year old and we do not know 
where we stand as regards these questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The list that has been circulated to honourable 
members has been sent also to Government. May T know Government’s 
reply to the point raised. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, scnne of the questions 
have become wholly out of date and are without interest to the present 
generation of members. Now, the question arises whether it is worthwhile 
to answer these questions and whether it is at all necessary. I think that 
it would mere waste of time of the House if these questions are answered. 
It has been suggested that these ante-diluvian questions might be placed 
before the Hon’ble President who might go through them and reject such 
questions as have lost topical interest. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; On a point of privilege. Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, can he interrupt me? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes; he has risen on a point of privilege. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the remark that has just now been 
made by the Minister for Civil Supplies has no sense because in many 
instances Government have tried deliberately not to answer questions 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order, Mr. Kabir, you better allow the 
Hon’ble Minister to finish the statement. Then, I have got my observa- 
tions to make and after that if necessary you may raise your point of 
privilege. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Therefore, it is desirable 
not to waste the time of the House which could be better utilised than by 
answering such questions which have lost all interest and which I think 
might be withdrawn. The Hon’ble President might use the good office of 
the Secretary or the Government might get most of these questions witli- 
drawn whcih are of no interest at the present moment. If you think that 
the questions ought to be answered however ante-diluvian they may be, we 
shall make every effort to answer them. As a matter of fact, I had to 
answer some questions on these lines, dated the 8th June, 1943, and today 
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is 7th March, 1944, when nobody cares what actually was the position on 
the 8th June, 1943. We have no objection whatsoever to answering the 
questions, some of which are probably of 1941 and which were put to the 
Ministers now out of office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the objection raised by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy cannot be accepted by the House. Because in that case 
Government may make questions ante-diluvian by deferring the replies. 
But there may be some questions whhffi could not be answered for want 
of information which could not be obtained in time from the District 
Officers or from other authorities responsible for supplying information. 
Now, if the Government departments find that some of the questions have 
become out of date are not of much impoi*tance to the House, the atten- 
tion of the Secretary to the Legislative Council should be drawn to these 
questions. If that is done, I promise to examine the list of such questions 
and then request the honourable members to withdraw tliose questions 
in view of the fact that they have lost all importance. But otherwise I am 
not prepared to accept the general principle that because questions have 
not been answered, so they need not be replied to. If Government are 
prepared to agree to my suggestion, then I am prepared to examine the list. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I shall send a list of such 
questions to the Secretary of the Council for examination by you. Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in the suggestion which you have made 
and which is in the nature of a compromise one very valued right of this 
House is taken away. But 1 hope, Sir, you will not follow uj) the sugges- 
tion, for it will then always lie with the Government to delay answering 
questions 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have touched that point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; So I shall submit, vSir, that if the Govern- 
ment pursue this dilatory tactics any more on the plea of pre-occupation 
— formerly we have sometimes prevented Government business being 
carried on — it will be the duty of the members of this House whether they 
belong to this side or that side to see that Government business is not 
carried on till iGovernment are in a proper mood to answer any such ques- 
tions which are raised here; otherwise this very valued right will be lost 
entirely to the members of this House 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; There is a large number of 
questions which have been hanging up in my department owing to my pre- 
occupations and I confess— (Mr. Humayun Kaiuii: Pre-occupations are 
only an excuse.) Today you may say that pre-o(‘cupatioiis are only 
an excuse but at the time when I was working hard, at that moment 
I could have satisfied every single member of the House except perhaps 
certain members of the Opposition, that my pre-occupations were of such 
a nature that it was vital that T should carry on that work rather than 
answer certain questions. I do wish to state here that for a long time I 
did consider that the work on which I was engaged was of vital importance 
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and that although I realise and I very well value the high position which 
the Legislature occupies in the Constitution, yet I could not find either the 
time or the opportunity of answerini? certain questions. Now that the 
tension has diminished to a considerable extent, I am working on all the 
files and answering all the questions as rapidly as possible. No dilatory 
tactics has ever been pursuad by me, I can assure the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 presume that there is no wilful negligence on the 
part of Government to reply to questions. It may he, as Mr. Suhrawardy 
has said, that some questions could not be answered for lack of information 
or for lack of time on the part of some Hon’ble Ministers. Let us at least 
proceed on that basis. I am on my part quite prepared to go through the 
list of old questions if they are sent to me by the Hon’ble Ministers. I 
can go through them and if I find that some of the questions have really 
become out of date, then I should be prepared to make a reference fo tlie 
honourable members concerned and find out whether they still insist on the 
questions being answered or not. That I think would be the best solution. 
I do not certainly subscribe to the view that Government have the right to 
make questions ante-diluvian ; neither do I presume that Government have 
been non-co-operating with the House or are wilfully deferring replies to 
questions and are thereby making them ante-diluvian. That is my view 
and I hope the House agrees with me. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I agree that the suggestion made by you, 
Sir, is the best in the circumstances; but I want to record our protest 
because we are not satisfied that Government are not pursuing dilatory 
tactics. As for the statement made by Mr. Suhrawardy, you, Sir, know 
better than any member of the Government that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
does not run about Bengal collecting information in order to answer ques- 
tions. It is the department which prepares the draft answers and gathers 
materials. It is only in their final form that answers reach the Hon’ble 
Ministers. And that is why the Ministers have often appeared in this 
House without ^knowing what the answers are 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Not this Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am not referring to Mr. Suhrawardy 
personally. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, you are referring to me 
personally. I go through every paper in every file. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The Ohair knows that I am referring to the 
Ministers and not to Mr. Suhrawardy personally. We have seen Ministers 
appearing with files but not knowing what was contained in those files. 
I challenge the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to say if he lias to go about the 
whole of Bengal for information for answering questions relating to his 
department. The Minister in charge only exercises general control over 
the preparation of answers to questions. When questions are not answered 
for two or three years, the House cannot but feel that dilatory tacytics are 
employed by the Government to take away the urgency of the questions. 
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Therefore, though we quite agree that the suggestion you have made, Sir, 
is the best and is the only course open to us to adopt, but nevertheless we 
record our protest against the way in which Government have been dealing 
with us 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I think that is the best solution and let us leave 
the matter there for the present. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: It may be, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy was busy with other work of an administrative nature but 
does his remark apply to all the other Ministers also? 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT; Will the Hon’ble the Leader of the House make 
any statement? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HD8AIN; 

I wotfld request my colleagues to see that the questions concerning their 
departments are promptly answered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will do it. 

, Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, apart from our eonstitutional right, 
the statement of the Hou’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is not correct. There are 
questions which relate to corruption amongst responsible officers of 
Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Roy, we are not going into specific questions; 
we are discussing the general principle. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: But, Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy remarked 
that the questions lost their importance 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, there are some ques- 
tions which may have lost their importance. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, I want to make a 
submission with regard to the point raised by Mr. Suhrawa^y in his state- 
ment just now. He has said that owing to certain pre-occupation at some 
time he could not answer the questions. Thereby lie wanted to make out 
the point that while certain Ministers are pre-occupied otherwise, they 
would not answer questions. I submit. Sir, that it is the right of the 
Legislature to get answer of a question — a very important right which 
every member of this House has got, and if on the excuse that he has many 
other duties to perform at a particular moment he does not answer the 
questions can you, Sir, take this excuse as proper and justifiable for not 
answering it? I want a ruling from the Chair on this point if the Hon’ble 
Minister is entitled to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as the statement of Mr. Suhrawardy is con- 
cerned, what he wants to convey to the House is that the province has been 
passing through an abnormal situation, and that his is one of the depart- 
ments which has been dealing with the problems arising out of this situa- 
tion; so he was Ibehind-hand in answering the questions: that is the point 
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which he wanted to make. But as to the general principle whether Hon’tle 
Ministers when too busy with their administrative work can avoid answering 
questions, my opinion is that they cannot. 

Mfi 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, we have got to 
perform our duties to our constituencies. Mr. Suhrawardy arrogates to 
himself the right of not answering questions owing to his pre-occupation 
with other pressing and urgent duties; but we also have got the right to 
put urgent and important questions concerning our constituencies and we 
have a duty to perform to our constituencies and put these questions in 
. their interest. So it is equally important that the Hon’ble Ministers should 
answer the questions, although it may be inconvenient for them to do so. 
We have got our duties to perform and if the Hon’ble Ministers obstruct 
us you are to protect our rights. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Let us not again go back to the discussion of the 
general principle of the Hon’ble Ministers deferring answers to questions 
on the ground of their pre-occupations with administrative duties. What 
Mr. Suhrawardy said was that he had to deal with a very abnormal situa- 
tion. Hence he could not reply to some of the questions in time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I say one thing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Das, haven’t we had a sufficient discussion on 
this point? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is a personal explanation that has 
been given by Mr. Suhrawardy. S(^ tar as it relates to his department 
4C questions are outstanding. But wliat about the Home Department 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, all those points have been discussed and 
the Leader of the House has promised to convey the views of the House 
to his colleagues. Let us wait for the reply. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1 ^. 

The House will now proceed to consider the Bengal Alienation of Agri- 
cultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. The House will 
remember that yesterday we had to adjourn for examining the amendments 
of Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin of which he gave notice. Now, it has been 
found by the Legislative Department that a large number of consequential 
^amendments will be necessary if Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin’s amend- 
ments are accepted by the House. In that view of the matter, Government 
have proposed an adjournment of this item. So, the business which is shown 
in the Order Paper of today will be taken up on the 16th and 16th March. 

Therefore, I adjourn the House till 2-16 p.m. on Friday, the 10th March. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 10th March, 
1944. 
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Mmbers AAient. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 7th 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(B) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. E. W. N. Ferguson. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Ilossain. 

(7) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mobolanabish. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. E. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Eashid. 

(13) Mr. B, K. Eoy Chowdhury. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLlttVS^<:X>UIiaL*DEBATEt 


First Sessttn, 1944^fil>a 20. 


The CotTNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on -Friday, the 10th March, 1944, at 2-15 p.m.. being the 
twentieth day of" the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

^r. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.b.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Security prisoner Dr. Nripencbmath Bose. 

81. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state when Dr. Nripendranath 
Bose of Comilla was taken a security prisoner ? 

(b) Are the Government aware that he is a physician of great repute and 
of much charitable disposition, rendy to help the sick and the poor? 

(c) Do Government propose to release him? If not, what are the grounds 
for refusal? 

Mr. BIREN ROY. PARLIAMENTRY SECRETARY (on bohalf of the 
Hon’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimuilclin): (a) He was arrested on 28th July, 
1^3, tinder rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules. An order of deten- 
tion under rule 26, Defence of India Rules, was issued on the 17th 
September, 1943. 

(b) That is a matter of opinion. 

(c) His case is now under review. He will be released whdC f urthe^ 

detention is no longer necessary in the interests of public security. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (c), is his case still under 
review? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes. I think orders will be passed within a very 
short time. 


Criovanoos of tramcar passengers. 

82. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hoo’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
if he is aware of the grievances of the tramcar passengers regarding — 

(i) pon^issue of transfer tickets; 

(u) overcrowding and want of sitting accommodation in tramcara; 

(iU) infufficieHy the number of ladies’ seats ; 
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{w) incrfease of monthly fare; alid 

(t?) incivility and rashness on the part of the ticket collectors and con- 
ductors particularly in connection with the stopping and starting 
of the car? 

(6) If so, do the Government propose to take immediate and urgent steps 
to remedy these grievances of the tramcar passengers? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (a) (i) I am 

informed that issue of transfer tickets was suspended to minimise difficulties 
m collection of fares, and that their reintroduction in some form is now 
under consideration. 

(it) Overcrowding in tramcars is due to shrinkage in other forms of 
transport vehicles, mainly caused by petrol rationing, in face of growing 
demand of public traffic. 

(in) In view of the number of passengers of both sexes travelling by the 
tramcar, the number of ladies’ seats in a car is not out of proportion with 
the general requirements. Reservation of additional seats for ladies with- 
out an increase in the total number of seats would further add to congestion. 

(iv) In order to adjust the additional operating cost due to opening up of 
three new lines which have opened extra facilities in tramway travelling 
to the holder of an all-section monthly ticket, the Tramway Company have 
increased the fare of all-section monthly ticket by not more than 25 per cent. 

(v) I am assured by the Tramway Company that they do not condone 
incivility and rashness on the part of their employees and that they would 
take every possible precaution that no friction between their staff and the 
public is u^ecessarily created. 

(b) Tij|%jl-overnment have already taken up with the Company the 
questioJTof remedying the grievances of the public as far as practicable in 
the present emergent circumstances created by the war. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Can the Government fix some approxi- 
mate time-limit when the grievances of the public are going to be 
removed? 

Th# Hon’Me Mr. SARADA FRA8ANNA PAIN: It is not possible 
to fix time-limit. 

Rai Biriiadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware that coins and changes are no-t given by the conductors 
tven when they are in possession of such coins? 

T8a Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: ^oes not arise. 
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Town ipBr Kanohrofiara. 

8a. AlhadJ Khan Bahadur BHAIKH MUHAMMAP JAN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether he is aware that near Kanchrapara, a suburb of Calcutta, a 
big industrial town is being planned by the American industria- 
lists, with a network of wide roads on both sides of which palatial 
buildings are being constructed, for the development of post-war 
American industry in India on the most gigantic scale ; and 

(h) if so, whether any permission was obtained from the Government of 
Bengal for laying out plans of a separate new town near Calcutta, 
the Provincial capital of Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) It is not in the public interest to 
disclose information regarding this matter. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Arising out of («) are 

not the public interested in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether it is a fact that the public are not concerned 
in the matter at all? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: May be. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that 
the new town which is now being built up at Kanchrapara is proposed to 
be named after the name of the President of the United States of America, 
Mr. Roosevelt ? 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government are not 
aware of that. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Honhle 
Minister aware that another town is under construction, and it is proposed 
to be named as Washington Town? 

The Hen’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Government aware of the fact that 
thousands of passengers are passing every day in both directions through 
the town which is being erected? 

HOffi’ble Mr^ TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: Certainly there are 
some constructions going on but whether they are for erecting a town or 
for any other purpose, Government have no information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Government aware that in view of 
the construction which the people actually see before their eyes speculatiom 
and rumours are ri|i^F 
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The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUK€RilEA: May be. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Does tbe Hon'ble Minister consider tkat 
the spread of such rumours is desirable in the public interest? 

The Hen’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I could not follow 
the honourable member, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Will Mr- Kabir please repeat his question? 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I asked a supplementary question as 
to whefther there were rumours reg-arding this construction and the answer 
was ‘‘may be”. My supplementary question now is whether the Hon’ble 
Minister considers that the circulation of such rumours, founded or ill- 
founded, is desirable in the public interest? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a hypothetical question. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister aware whether the town is being constructed by an American 
industrialist or by the U. S. Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; As I have already 
stated, in the public interest Government do not think it proper to disclose 
the facts. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I mention that I have an adjourn- 
ment motion in my name? And may I move it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I have disallowed the motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is it permissible for me to point 
out with regard to my motion that you have disallowed 

Mr. PRESIDENT; No, as I have disallowed it, nothing can be 
mentioned in that behalf on the floor of the House. 

Mr. HA RIDAS MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies now ready to answer the point raised by in connection with my 
adjournment motion? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr., H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I have looked into the 
paper and find that that discrepancy is no discrepancy at all. One list 
refers to the prices of the week and of the previous week and the other list 
to the prices prevailing at the end of the first half and the second half of 
January. So, from that point of view there is no discrepancy. I submit 
further that the motion does not raise any matter of urgent public import- 
ance or any matter which is definite or any matter which is not known to 
honourable members of this House. Why then should the adjournment 
inotion be allowed? Is it because of the publication in the papers, or 
because it is only now that rice can scarcely be had in the open market at 
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controlled price in certain places? So far as the publication in the papers 
is concerned, that is nothing new. Take Barrackpnr for instance, where 
rice was selling at 2-^th8 of seers jit a rupee: it has got an “A” mark, 
meaning that rice was not availalble there at controlled rates. But for the 
previous week similarly the position was the same, namely, 2^th seers 
with the same “A’* mark. Therefore, this is nothing new; it is not some- 
thing which has happened this week and did not happen in the previous 
week. Similarly with regard to others. Prices for this week were also 
there as well as of the previous week. So, it is not a recent occurrence to 
which the honourable member may refer. 

In the previous week also there was a similar publication — I have not 
examined the records previous to that; but I take it there must have been a 
similar publication the previous week and so on. The statement that rice can. 
scarcely be had in the open market at controlled pidce is in itself causing 
the difficulty- There is nothing very terrible in the situation. The fact 
is that at certain places round about towns the cultivators are holding 
back their stocks waiting for higher prices, because from time to time 
factious resolutions are moved and factious speeches are made in this 
House that prices are bound to rise and the agriculturist falls a prey to 
these fears. Unfortunately, Sir, the cultivators and the people are not 
allowed to rest in peace even for a little while. I am certain that if this 
sort of cry that rice is not available in the open market is stopped for a 
while, prices will go down. These gentlemen by this sort of meaningless 
discussion induce the cultivators to hold back their stocks and push up 
prices. I think, Sir, such speeches in the House are definitely mischievous. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, is the word 
“njischievous’’ parliamentary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, it is parliamentary. 
Now, Sir, my submission in regard to the question as to whether this 
subject should be discussed is that there is no need of any discussion about 
it. So far as these points are concerned, I have already stated in this 
House and in another place that it is the policy of Government — and 
instructions have already been issued — to ration all the municipalities 
within the province and to ensure the people residing within the munici- 
palities their supplies. So the question whether rice can scarcely be had 
in the open market at controlled price is of no significance at all if ration is 
introduced. Such a state affairs causes little inconvenience to the 
people. These places are set in rural surroundings where most persons 
have contacts with the country side and have their own paddy and rice, 
and they do not care whether rice is available or not in the open market. 
As an example, I may cite the case of Jhenida, round which is a surplus area 
full of rice, but where rice is not freely available. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: On a careful consideration of the matter and after 
listening to the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister, I feel that it is 
not a matter of urgent public importance and so I refuse my consent. 
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Mfi LA LIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before you take up the business 
of the day, may I mention one thing? I gave notice of a short-notice ques- 
tion on the 6th March and I understand that you admitted it. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Communications is here : may I know 
whether he is willing to answer it? It is in connection with the Dacca 
Mail accident'. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: I have also given my 
consent. I have not got the file with me here now. I shall answer it on 
Monday next. 

Non-official resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up Non-official resolu- 
tions. On the last non-official day we were discussing the resolution of 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Mr. Humayun Kabir was then in possession of 
the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I have nothing much to add to what 
I said on the last non-official day. I was then pointing out to the House 
that since Government declare that they intend to do something for the 
relief of the destitutes, they must realise that it cannot be done unless a 
proper census is taken. I pointed out that the objections of my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed were absolutely unjustified. In view of the fact that on 
both sides there is a desire that relief measures should be expedited and 
should be based on as scientific a basis as possible, I hope the motion will 
be accepted by Government. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, on behalf of the 
party which I have the honour to represent here, I whole-heartedly support 
the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. It is a 
proper request and in the fitness of things the Government should take 
census of the destitutes before they start on any relief measure. By 
this census they would be able to know the actual number of people 
who should get relief. I think, Sir, the resolution does not need much 
eloquence or arguments to be accepted. I hope the Government would 
accept the resolution- 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, I too would like to 
express very briefly our sympathy with this resolution. It does seem 
desirable that the scheme of rehabilitation should be based on the facts 
such as would be revealed in a census of destitutes and persons who have 
been ruined and dispossessed by the famine. I am not so sure of the word 
‘‘unemployed” in the resolution. In point of fact, there is a shortage of 
labour, as the House must know. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I, on behalf of my party, 
support the resolution which has been moved by my friend Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Practically it runs almost on a similar line with the resolution 
which I have tabled on the subject. I refer to resolution No. 19 in the 
list which runs as follows : “That this Council is of opinion that effective, 
ample and immediate measures should be taken by the Government of 
Bengal to rehabilitate the famine-stricken people of Bengal.” 
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Now, I think that for this purpose it is very necessary that a census 
should be taken of the destitutes and the unemployed. Sir, I would no! 
be surprised if the Hon'ble Minister opposes the resolution saying- that he 
has already got a census of the destitutes as well as that of the unemployed 
taken. If that is so, we would be glad to hear about the number of the desti- 
tutes and the unemployed, as that would be helpful in moving our subse- 
quent resolutions on the subject of rehabilitation of the destitutes. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, on behalf of Government I may point out that — — 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, is the Hon’ble Minister replying on 
behalf of Government? I believe he has already spoken on the resolution. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I 

have not yet spoken, it was Mr. Nur Ahmed who spoke on this resolution- 

As I was saying, Sir, we are already collecting statistics of destitutes 
and the unemployed through the food committees. And not only that: we 
are collecting the names of the destitutes and the unemployed and prepar- 
ing a priority list to find out as to how many persons require help imme- 
diately and how many persons may wait for some time. As a matter of 
fact, we are doing more than the resolution asks for. In view of this, I 
would request my friend to withdraw the resolution. We are already 
doing what the acceptance of this resolution would have required us to do. 
We cannot accept the resolution. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister how long the Govern- 
ment would take to complete the census? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I 

believe it has already been completed in the mofussil areas. It was about 
two months ago that I saw the priority lists being prepared. (Mr. Laltt 
Chandka Das : Can you give us the figures?) The list is being prepared 
in every union board and by the food committees. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable members 
here are so divorced from realities that they do not know at all what is 
going on in the villages. In every union, in every food committee, even 
in every village such lists have been and are being prepared and consoli- 
dated. Three kinds of lists have been prepared “(A)”, “(B)” and “(C)”. 
“A” class is most needy, “B” class is better off and “C” class does not 
deserve any help at all. All these things are there. Apparently, Mr- 
Haridas Mazumdar wants certain kudos* ^ for himself as if he is responsible 
for these steps and for bringing this to the notice of Government. Let him 
have it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am very glad to know that 
Government are doing all these things. But I do not find any reason why 
they should have objection to the acceptance of this resolution. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: Is that your reply? Mr. Mazamdar do you not 
want to exercise your right of reply? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That is all, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that this 
Council is of opinion that a census of the destitutes and unemployed parti- 
cularly of the rural areas of Bengal should be taken in time to tackle the 
urgent problem of rehabilitation and future emergency. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next resolution stands in the name of Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. But the House has already given its 
verdict on a motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed this session, so this reso- 
lution cannot be moved under Rule 40. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I make my 
submission. Sir? The point is: that under Rule 96 Mr. Nur Ahmed gave 
notice of a special motion which was for the appointment of a Royal 
Commission and the recommendation was made to the Home 
Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, I would draw your attention to 
Rule 40. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, it raises two 
distinct issues, according to the ruling given by the Deputy President the 
other day on the point of order raised in connection with the Special motion 
of Mr. Nur Ahmed. The Deputy President after due consideration ruled 
that as these two resolutions raise two distinct issues, so Mr. Nur Ahmed was 
quite in order in moving his Special motion. Therefore, I think my resolu- 
tion stands on a different footing altogether. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What was the point of order raised by you? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: My resolution asks 
for the appointment of an enquiry committee. So 1 submitted that Mr. Nur 
Ahmed could not possibly move his Special motion. The Deputy President 
on hearing different speakers ruled that as the two resolutions raised two 
distinct issues — the Hon’ble Minister in charge also supported that 
contention 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point of order raised by you was this that 
Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Special motion was not admissible in view of the fact 
that there was already a motion tabled by you on the same subject. So you 
yourself felt that the motions were identical. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: That is why, Sir— 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have ruled that under Rule 40 your resolution 
cannot be moved. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I point out, Sir, as I understand 
Rule 40 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have given my decision. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I may point ant how this resolution is 
in order. You may hear us 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already given my decision. So there is no 
more room for argument. You could have done it a few minutes earlier. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I heg to move: that this Council is of 
opinion that the Government should immediately take the following steps 
for meeting the grievances of persons detained without any trial either 
under section 26 of the Defence of India Rules or Regulation III of 1818,. 
viz : — 

(a) Provision of study and examination allowances to those who are 
desirous of continuing their studies; 

(h) transfer to one of the Calcutta jails of persons suffering from 
serious diseases; 

(c) improvement in the terms of payment of family allowances 

jiroviding a minimum of at least Rs. 20 for each dependent of 
the detenu; 

(d) expedition in the despatch of applications for family allowances 

or increment thereof ; 

(e) arrangement for the rapid payment of such allowances once the? 

allowances are sanctioned. 

Sir, you will notice that this resolution is pitched in a very low key. 
I have not, in this resolution, raised the question of the release of the 
political prisoners or detenus. This is for the simple reason that the 
Government in their wisdom, — without any reason whatsoever, without any 
justification whatsoever, without any legal defence whatsoever for the 
action they have taken, — have seen fit to detain these people. I think it is in 
a way humiliating to us in India to go on continually appealing against a 
decision which is not a legal decision but is as good an illustration of 
Fascist methods as are to he found anywhere in the world. I know that 
my friends opposite will say that the Bengal Government is not primarily 
responsible for these arrests. They are largely correct. That is also 
another reason why I have not raised the question of their release. After 

all, we all know that in this matter the Provincial Government are not 

even in the position of agents; they are merely subordinates and carry 
out the orders of their Imperial masters who in their wisdom have seen 

fit to detain these persons. Therefore, ttll the actual political issue 

between India and England is settled, I do not think any useful purpose 
will be served by asking for their release and so. I have not raised that ques- 
tion. The day the political issue between India and England is solved. 
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the position of these men — not of all of them perhaps but of some of them 
at least — will be recognised as one of national honour. Till such time 
comes, the least that we can do for them is to remain silent on the point 
and abstain from petitioning continuously for their release as some persons 
are doing today. 

Sir, once the fact is granted that these prisoners are detained today with- 
out trial, it follows that the position of these persons is in a sense analogous 
to that of the prisoners of war. This country has been engaged in a struggle 
for Independence for many years and these persons have been detained by 
Government, because the Government which function today in India 
think that the freedom or liberty of these people is incompatible with the 
maintenance of British rule in this country. Therefore, the position of 
these detenus is really the position of prisoners of war. Sir, there is every- 
where the civilized convention that prisoners of war are given certain 
privileges- They are accorded a certain standard of treatment. People 
who have not been convicted in a trial can rightly claim similar treat- 
ment. It will be noted that these prisoners have not been convicted after 
trial. They are now in detention, not because of any moral oftence, nor 
because they wanted anything for themselves but because they thought it 
their duty to struggle for the Independence of their country. This is true 
also of those who have been convicted of some political offence. Even 
then, I have left out their case and concentrated only on the cases of those 
who without any trial whatsoever have been detained either under the 
Defence of India Act or under Regulation III of 1818. 

It will also be noticed that the demands which I make are not demands 
which this Government cannot satisfy. In the past it has been the conven- 
tion for the Government of Bengal to grant allowances for study and exami- 
nation fees to persons who have been detained in such manner. They have 
done so in order to enable the detenus to qualify themselves for earning their 
livelihood after release. I have received letters from persons from different 
jails. Some of them, as they put the fact pathetically, say “After all, the 
war is going to end some day. Government cannot keep us prisoners for 
an indefinite period or for the whole of our lives. I^et Government then 
give us the opportunity of using our time profitably, so that we can play 
our parts in society with credit when we come out’'. I ask Government to 
consider this question deeply and with sympathy and understJanding. 
When they come out, will these young men become useful members of 
society? Will they be able to find a livelihood and occupy an honourable 
place or shall they come out of the jail without any qualification whatso- 
ever, without any means of improving themselves by education or in any 
other manner? In the past. Government sanctioned study and examina- 
iion allowances in order to enable these detenus and political sufferers to 
qualify themselves for honourable avocations when they came out. This 
was done even by the bureaucratic government of the past. Will the so- 
called popular Ministry do even less than the old bureaucracy? 

I do not understand why this time Government have refused this 
privilege. It is after all the minimum that Government can do to the 
persons they have detained without any trial — without any justification- I 
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can mention many cases in which petitions of persons who wanted to sit 
for examinations have been virtually rf fused. They have been g’iven 
formal permission but refused the fees *. and without the sanction of exami- 
nation fees, permission to sit for the examination is merely an empty 
formality. I shall cite a few instances of the way in which petitions and 
representations of persons who want to sit for^ examinations are treated. 
There is the case of Mr. Owijendra Nath Sen Gupta, who wanted to sit 
for the M. A. Examination, and who is under detention at the Alipore 
Central Jail. Then, Sir, there is another case of Mr. Jotirindra Nath Das 
Gupta of Faridpur. He also is a candidate for the M. A. Examination. 
There are many other similar cases. These persons are not being: given any 
examination fees though their petitions to sit for the examination were 
approved. The public contributed to a fund for payment of their fees and 
out of that fund their fees were met. The public had done what the 
Government ought to have done, because it is the Government who have 
deprived them of their liberty. The Government should at least provide 
these unfortunate men with amenities by which they can become more useful 
members of society. 

The second item of the resolution refers to the transfer to one of the 
Calcutta jails of persons suffering from serious diseases. I would again 
refer the Hon’ble Minister to the cases of persons sulfering from grievoms 
diseases. In some of these cases, although transfers have been recommended 
by the local authorities — actual transfers did not take place. I would 
like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Home Minister to one particular 
such case — the case of Mr. Miafaruddin who is detained in the Mymensingh 
jail. This person has been recommended by the jail authorities for transfer 
to Calcutta. He is suffering from a serious disease and proper treatment 
could not be had at Mymensingh. Government have not even then moved 
at all in this direction. I do not understand why this attitude has been 
taken up by Government. In passing, I would like to draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Home Minister to the fact that this time there has been a 
special discrimination in the case of Muslim prisoners. They have to suffer 
special hardships, it seems. Muslims detained since 1942 have been singled 
out for preferential, or shall I say, non-preferential treatment. I do not 
know whether it is intentional or not. Sometimes it may be oversight; or 
perhaps it may be that the British authorities do not like that in the move- 
ment that is going on, Muslims should have taken any part. Muslims, 
however, are not behindhand in spite of the so-called only Muslim organi- 
sation of Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinnah. That is perhaps the reason why 
Muslims who have been arrested in recent times have not received that 
consideration which every political prisoner ought to receive. Sir, I 
would also refer to the case of Mr. Mukbul Hosain Bhuyia who is at the 
Faridpur jail and who also comes under the same category as those I have 
cited before. These persons are suffering from diseases that cannot be 
treated locally.. These persons have not been allowed amenities to which 
every political prisoner in every country is entitled. 

Then, Sir, I come to the third item in my resolution. The third item 
refers to the improvement in the terms of payment of family allowances. 
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Tile other day the Hon’ble Finance Minister said that in some cases the 
allowances, had been increased. I do not dispute that. But what is the 
increased amount they are getting? Mr. Dwijendra Nath Sen Gupta is 
getting the magnificent sum of Rs. 10! Mr. Jotirindra Nath Das Gupta is 
getting the magnificent sum of Bs. 10! I find again that Miafaruddin 
Ahmad in Mymensingh is getting the magnificent sum of Rs. 15. Is this 
sum enough? If Government think these allowances enough for the 
families of these detenus and political prisoners, I would ask them to 
consider what they would do if they were paid an identical amount per 
month for tHeir families. 

After all, Government know very well that Rs. 10 is not the price of 
even one maund of rice today. In many cases, these detenus and political 
prisoners have families to support. The person who has been arrested is 
often the only earning member of the family. After they have been 
imprisoned, the difficulties of their families can be easily imagined. I am 
sure no Government, however unimaginative it might be, would for a 
moment take such steps if it once considered the implications of these 
arrests. Very often it happens that these decisions are taken as a routine 
matter. It may even be that these matters do not come up to the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister or his associates at all but are done by his subordinates. 
Sir, the cost of living has gone up by 4 or 5 times. In view of the 
enormous increase in the cost of living, Government should examine the 
cases of detenus and other political prisoners and sanction an allowance at 
the rate of at least Rs. 20 per head. 1 have put the figure at Rs, 20 deli- 
berately. Every honourable member knows that the cost of living per 
head is not less than Rs. 20 today. It is difficult even to have a servant 
on a lesser amount. These prisoners have often occupied responsible posi- 
tions in society. Many of them are the flowers of our society. Many of 
them have given their all and devoted the best years of their life to the 
national cause and their only crime is their love for the country. It was 
bad politics to arrest them. They could be arrested only under the present 
lawless laws. It is up to a Government which claims to be a popular 
Government, composed of Indians, at least to alleviate their distress. 
Ministers have no power to release them, but let them at least raise their 
family allowance to Rs. 20 per head. Let the Ministers at least bring the 
allowances to a level which may enable their families to live in a decent 
human standard. 

Then I come to the question of “Expedition in' the despatch of appli- 
cations for family allowances or increments thereof”. I will not dilate 
on this point. The Hon’ble Minister himself knows that the Secretariat 
is proverbially slow. Files once started go on indefinitely. One can never 
know when they will end. You, Sir, with your long experience know very 
well that the bureaucracy love their formalities. Like snow -balls, papers 
go on accumulating till in the end the original point is altogether lost in 
the collected heaps. In the case of a file, it goes on and on and at last it 
reaches a point when it is found that the issue on which the file was started 
has ceased to exist. I would ask the Government to take steps to see that 
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ihe political prisoners or detenus who have been kept under detention with- 
out any trial whatsoever, do not suffer on that account. They would not 
have been detained thus by any civilized Government. Here they have 
been put in prison only to suit the political convenience of an alien Govern- 
ment who rule by force and not by willing consent. It is in the interest of 
such alien Government to put them behind the prison bars and to see that 
they do not come out till the International difficulties of the Government 
are over. 

I now come to the last item “arrangement for th»^ rapid payment of such 
allowances once the allowances are sanctioned.” I think the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister will not be able to deny that there have been cases where 
even after the Government had sanctioned certain allowances, the allow- 
ances did not reach in proper time. The families of the detenus did not 
get the allowance in due course. In some cases, months elapsed 
between the grant of allowance and the actual payment of the 
allowances to the family of the detenus. In most cases, the 
sum was very meagre and inadequate. In many cases the prisoners 
who have been detained were the only earning members of the 
families concerned. The sufferings of the families can, therefore, be easily 
imagined. I would ask the Government to treat these prisoners in the 
only way possible to a Government claiming to be popular. Their only crime 
is their patriotism, their love of their country. Not one of them has been 
convicted, not one has any Government action against him. They have 
all been arrested on mere suspicion. And the suspicion is based on their 
patriotism. I hope the Home Minister will not forget the spirit of sacrifice, 
devotion and selflessness with which many of tliese prisoners have carried 
on their political activities so long as they were free. 

In these circumstances, I would expect the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
to take an independent attitude towards this question and to tell us on the 
floor of this House that he would see that the grievances which I have 
pointed out to him are actually removed. I expect he will assure us that 
the families of these detenus who are, in effect, prisoners of war will be 
given the facilities which any civilized Government would have given 
them . 

Mr. PREBIDENT: Order, order. Resolution moved; that this Council 
is of opinion that the Government should immediately take the following 
steps for meeting the grievances of persons detained without any trial 
either under section 26 of the Defence of India Rules or Regulation III 
of 1818, viz: — 

(a) Provision of study and examination allowances to those who are 
desirous of continuing their studies; 

(h) transfer to one of the Calcutta jails of persons suffering from 
serious diseases; 

ic) improvement in the terms of payment of family allowances provid- 
ing a minimum of at least Rs. 20 for each dependent of the 
d^nu; 
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(^^) expedition in the despatch of applications for family allowanceg 
or increment thereof; 

{e) arrangement for the rapid payment of such allowances once the 
allowances are sanctioned. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Mr. President, 
Sir, I whole-heartedly support the resolution moved by my friend, 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, and I do not know how any member of this House 
can oppose it on any reasonable ground. The resolution asks for making 
provision for those persons who have been detained without any crime 
that the Government could chaige them with openly and who have been 
detained only on suspicion. We do not understand how these people can 
be treated in such a callous manner as we find them treated to-day. 

We know how the prisoners of war who were fighting for the Fascist 
cause in order to enslave the whole world have been brought over to India 
and are being treated as so many i)rinces. They are being given better 
clothing and better food than they were actually enjoying when they were 
fighting against the united nations. But, here our own countrymen who 
were also advocating the cause of their own country, are being detained and 
treated quite differently. These persons did not commit any crime but 
they have been arrested and put behind the prison bars only on suspicion. 
This resolution only asks the Government to make provision for better 
treatment of these unfortunate persons and their wretched families. There- 
fore, I hope all memJbers of this House will support it on humanitarian 
grounds and the popular Government, I think, will agree to remove their 
grievances, as far as possible. With these words, I su]>port the resolution. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support 
the resolution which has been moved by my friend, Professor Kabir. Sir, 
this resolution is worded in very moderate terms. The persons who 
are security prisoners are the victims of suspicion. They have never been 
tried and they have never been convicted. My friend has pleaded for 
some conciliatory treatment of these persons. Sir, I would just like to 
remind the Hon’ble Home Minister in this connection that on the eve of 
his assumption of ofiice he made a promise to make a very liberal 
treatment of the question not only of the release of the political prisoners 
but also of the allowances to be given to the family of these persons. 
Now, what is urged in the resolution is that a provision for study and 
examination allowances should be made to those who are desirous of conti- 
nuing their study. Government have made arrangements so that these 
political prisoners whenever they desire may appear in the University 
examinations. When Government have conceded this much right to them, 
it follows quite logically that they should also provide them with books 
necessary for appearing in these examinations and also with examination 
fees to be paid to the University. They are now within jaiU and so His 
Majesty’s guests. Therefore, they ought to be allowed all facilities for 
appearing in the examinations. 
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Sir one thing must be remembered in connection with the treatment of 
t(hese political prisoners. Political prisoners everywhere in this world, 
whether in the West or in the East, after the cessation of hostilities become 
the political leaders of the country; that one central fact must be 
remembered by those who are in power today. They must also remember 
that the very flower of the youths of the countrj^ is in jail, and that nothing 
should be done to exacerbate their feelings in any way by those who are in 
possession of the reins of government. The second point urged by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir relates to the transfer of persons who are suflering 
from serious illness to Calcutta jails; it is also a very moderate demand. 
Instances have been cited where political prisoners suffering in the mofussil 
are not getting proper treatment. Many applications have been made by 
such persons but they are all pending still and the requests have not been 
acceded to. But that is a very easy question to deal with and specially 
so when they themselves express a desire to be transferred from one jail to 
a Calcutta jail in order to get the benefit of better treatment. We know of the 
case, feir, where the leader of the Fascist party in England was actually releas- 
ed and we also know what trouble was created over the question of his release : 

I mean the release of Sir Oswald Mosley, who was suffering from serious 
illness. Questions were asked in the House of Commons as to why Sir 
Oswald Mosley wh3 was actually leading a party of rebels should be released. 
The Home Minister of England took courage in both hands and defended his 
policy as best as he could. But here it is not the question of release but only 
a question of transfer of security prisoners suffering from serious illness to 
Calcutta jails for better treatment. As I observed in the beginning, the 
resolution has been couched in most moderate terms and I fail to under- 
stand why this request should be refused. The third point in the resolution 
is about family allowances to be granted to these prisoners. A demand of 
Rs 20 has been made for each dependent of the detenus. This is not too 
much, if the surrounding circumstances are taken into consideration,— the 
rise in the prices of all the necessaries of life and all that as well as the 
stress throug^h which the country has passed and is passing— all these 
thmgs have got to be taken into consideration. If the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister coolly thinks of this matter and does not allow himself to be 
influenced by the Additional Secretary who is in charge of Political Affairs, 
then he is sure to realise that this recommendation is not at all over-much." 

The next thing urged in the resolution is expedition in the despatch of 
applications for family allowance. I know that applications made for 
tamily allowances are lying unanswered and in spite of repeated reminders 

JL, Therefore, this 

request for expeditious grant of family allowances is also very moderate, 

^^^eeing to this 

portion oi the resolution. 

arrangement for the rapid payment of 
a owances once the allowances are sanctioned. This also is a very 
y Nothing should,, stand in the way, once allowances are granted, 

payment of allowances expeditiously. As I observed in the beginning. 
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the resolution is very moderate; I support it and think that it should be 
acceptable to Government also. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, as a non-ofiicial 
visitor of the Dacca Central Jail and as one who has been entrusted w^th 
the duty of looking' after the security prisoners, I feel inclined to make a 
few observations for the consideration of Government. Generally, the terms 
of the resolution have my whole-hearted support. 1 would, however, like 
to confine my remarks to two or three points contained in the resolution, 
namely, to (c), (d) and (e). 

The first is the improvement in the terms of payment of family allow- 
ances, providing at least for Rs. 20 a month for each detenu. During my 
visits to the Dacca Central Jail, I felt that some increase was desirable, 
although no si)ecific demand was made by the detenus regarding the rate of 
increase of their allowances, Rs. 20 is, I think, a reasonable sum. Having 
jegard to the fact that Government are spending money in various ways, it 
should not grudge this small amount. Then, Sir, there is real difficulty in 
regard to the actual payment of allowances to the families of detenus. Many 
complaints have been made : petitions after petitions have been submitted 
by them through the proper channel but there has been no response from 
Government. These representations and petitions urged prompt pay- 
ment of allowances already sanctioned. In some cases, it was found that 
for four or fives months no allowances had been paid to the detenus in spite 
■of repeated reminders. Same is the case with regard to the payment of family 
allowances of the political prisoners. Applications made by the persons con- 
cerned find their comfortable resting place in the rusty archives of the 
Bengal Secretariat. These are the more important points to which I would 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Home Minister. The Superintendent 
of the Jail was also with me on some occasions but he could not explain the 
reasons for the delay in the payment of these allowances. Then, Sir, 
regarding expedition in the despatch of applications for family allowances, 
'if such applications are made through the proper channel, they take long 
time to reach the authorities in Calcutta. I do not now whether 
these petitions are delayed in the offices of the local authorities or in 
t^alcutta; any way the feeling is there that abnormal delay occurs in the 
disposal of the petitions. I think the Hon’ble Minister will note these 
important points and see that delay does not take place in future : other- 
wise, members of the families of these prisoners will suft'er very much, 
particularly in these days of soaring prices and economic hardship. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to give my 
'full support to the resolution of my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. The reso- 
lution, it must be said, is a very modest one. All the clauses contain terms 
which are extremely reasonable. The number of detenus under section 26 
of the Defence of India Rules is certainly much larger than the number 
vUnder Regulation III of 1818. In Regulation III of 1818 there is some 
.provision for grant of allowances and other facilities. But as regards the 
large number of detenus under section of the Defence of India Rules, 
they are absolutely at the mercy of the Government. My friend, indeed, 
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reminded me that there has been some change in respect prisoners under 
Regulation III of 1818. Though, ^ ' doubt, Sir, in respect of detenus 
under rule 26 of the Defence of J'j iia Rules there has been some recent 
amendment, but tho^e who are now in custody almost all of them were 
placed under detention before this amendment was made and at the time 
when they were arrested no notice was given to them as regards the charges 
against them. So these detenus are in custody without knowing what the 
cLarges against them are. Fortunately or unfortunately, I know several 
of them. I know many of them in their private life and considering their 
present attitude and their present mentality as to the situation in the 
country, I cannot reconcile myself to the position taken by the (loverninent 
in the matter of their detention. But, of course, it is crying in the wilder- 
ness. The present resolution is not asking for their release but is only 
asking for some amenities to them and to their dependants who have been 
practically left uncared for. I myself put some questions to the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister in respect of some of the detenus, their family members, 
of whom I am personally aware. Really, even now when I think of the 
family members of some of them, it is very difficult for me to restrain my 
tears. It is no exaggeration at all when I say that the families of some of 
these detenus, who are bright young men, are absolutely living on starvation 
diet : they are living on the charity of their neighbours — their old father, 
their sisters and the wife of some of them — they have no means of liveli- 
hood. Sir, it is only human, not to speak of any other tiling, that some 
provision ought to be made for the families of these detenus, and the sum 
asked tor in the resolution is the minimum which one can think of now- 
a-days considering the high prices of foodstufts. Only Rs. 20 has been 
asked for for each dependant of the detenu. If we go to a hotel, we cannot 
pay less than Rs. dO per head. So Rs. 20 per head is the bare minimum. 

As to the next provision (a ) — the mover has suggested that “Provision 
of study and examination allowances to those who are desirous of continuing 
their studies’ \ Sir, it is the elementary need for those who are prosecuting 
their studies and foi' whom it is not possible to continue unless the State 
makes some provision. 

The next suggestion is “Transfer to one of the Calcutta jails of persons 
suffering from serious diseases”. Sir, this requires no comment. The 
mover wants that persons suffering from serious diseases should be transferred 
to one of the Calcutta jails where it may be possible to get adequate and 
efficient medical help. 

The next suggestion is with regard to “expedition in the despatch of 
applications for family allowances or increment thereof”. Sir, we know of 
several instances where applications have been made, assurance iias been 
given of a favourable consideration of the ajiplications. Mothers, sisters or 
wives have been waiting for the final decision in the matter but though long 

time has elapsed there is no reply yet (Khan Bahadur Aimm Gofran: 

Can 3mu give one particular instance?) I can give you not one or two 
but fifty instances. The Additional Secretary to the Political Department, 
63 
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Mr. Bapat, told me that favourable replies were being sent; but months 
have passed Iby since then, and yet no reply has been received by the families 
of the detenus. Ask your own conscience and ask those who are in charge 
of the administration. I have not got by heart all those names. If my 
honourable friend wants them, I accept his challenge and I give him the 
assurance that I will give him all the names. I equally hope that when 
he has accepted my challenge he will try his best really so that they may 
get their grievances redressed. Merely having tlie names will be useless. 
But I may also say why my friend asks for the names from me. I have put 
questions in this House not about one detenu but about a dozen of these 
detenus and only about two of them I have got reply iq) till now. I have 
not got any reply from the Hon’ble Minister about others. I put questions 
that no provision has been made for the families of these prisoners and 
about two of them I have got a belated reply, about one — a curt ^^No”, and 
about another a small pittance. So the names are there in the record 
of the Minister himself. My question contained the names, the place of 
residence and all the details, and when putting my questions I liave l>een 
careful to put the 'number of dependants of tliese people and the station 
in life occupied bj^ them before they were put into custody and I also said 
that there was no other earning member in the family at all. It has really 
pained me to have that question from my honourable friend on tiie other 
side. I know that my friend is a lawyer and the spirit of a lawyer to cross- 
examine must have prompted him; but I really ask all those wlio live in this 
country with their eyes wide open to consider whether it is not a fact that 
there are a large number of these detenus still in custody and that no 
provision has at all been made for the maintenance ot‘ their dependants. 
It is a fact known to all that those who have been in custody — 
I mean the largest percentage of them — are not affluent but rather poor. 
They come from the poor hluidraloh class. They were anyliow earning their 
livelihood by some means or other and if they had been fiee now-a-days, 
certainly they would have found some means to earn their livelihood and 
their families would not have been deprived of the means of subsistence. 
Therefore, it is only natural and human that any civilized administration 
should make provision for the maintenance of the dependants of these 
prisoners who have been placed in custody without any trial but only on 
information received by the State. I am not questioning the principle 
that some people ought to be detained during this emergency. At the same 
time there is the other side of the picture that if people are to be detained 
without any trial and without any chance being given to them to defend 
themselves openly in Court and if people are to be detained for the safety 
of the Empire and for reasons of the war, then it is only human that 
provision must be made for the payment of family allowances to these 
detenus and the dependants of these unfortunate people should not be 
’allowed to die. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER^EE: Sir, in rising to support 
the resolution I would like to mention certain salient facts for the considera- 
tion of the Hon’ble the Home Minister. Sir, it is well-known that persons 
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wlio were detained originally under section 26 of the Defence of India 
Rules, and who had the courage and audacity to challenge their detention in 
the High Court, with regard to most" of them their detention was declared 
illegal. But the Government of Bengal immediately re-arrested them in the 
precincts of the High Court building under Regulation III of 1818. And 
they have been detained without anj" trial and without being informed by 
the Government of the charges that they wanted to bring against them. Now, 
Sir, the resolution provides that there should be study and examination 
allowances for those who are desirous of continuing their studies. It is well 
known that among* those persons who were arrested there were man 3" students 
who had brilliant careers in the Hniversit^^ and who want, therefore, to 
further prosecute their studies. We also know of instances in which detenus 
who appeared at the examinations from inside the jail have shown very good 
results even though the^’ w’ere wuThout much opportunity of studying which 
other students who were outside the jails had. I. therefore, submit that if 
3’ou want to keep these men inside the jail, you ought I0 give them suffi- 
cient allowances to pursue their studies. Government consider lhat these 
men have been placed in a safe place and can do no harm as they are likely* to 
do if the^’ are outside tlie jail. In this view. Government is bound to pro- 
vide amenities for continuing further studies to these ])eople. Therefore, 
Sir, Professor Kabir’s ie(|uest should be a liability on the Government. 

The next item refers to the traiisfer of security prisoners to a (''alcutta 
jail on account of serious illness. We all know that in the mofiissil there are 
not sufficient facilities for examination and treatment of serious diseases and 
we have been told that in many cases where even the jail authorities have 
recommended that persons under detention should be tiansferred to Calcutta 
that recommendation has not been com])lied with. It is therefore necessary 
that this Council should request the Government that persons who are 
suffering from serious diseases should be immediately transferred to a 
Calcutta jail. The third item requires that payment of family allowances 
should be increased at least to Rs. 20 for each dependant of a detenu. 

I need not dilate on this point because it has been dealt with by many of 
my colleagues. Clauses {d) and (e) also have been dealt with and I need 
not dilate upon them. I say that the facts disclosed hy m\* friend Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta, if true, would cast a serious aspersion on the present Govern- 
ment and it would be a shame on any Administration whether civilised or 
barbarous. If the statemeiit made b^^ Mr. Dutta that there are detenus whose 
allowance in the jail is not sufficient for their maintenance and that they 
have to depend for their maintenance inside the jail upon the charity of 
their relations is true, it is then very difficult to see how Government can 
justify this action on their part. I would, in this connection, refer to a 
provision in the Regulation III of 1818 which imposes a statutory liability 
upon the Government regarding the persons detained under Regulatio-n TIT . 
of 1818. I refer to clause 6 of Regulation III — it runs thus: “Every offif*er 
m whose custody any State prisoner may be placed, shall as soon after 
taking such prisoner into his custody as maj^ be practitable, report to the 
Governor-General in Council whether the degree of confinement to which he 
Kiay b© subjected appears liable to injure his health^ ^ (I draw particular 
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^^ttention of the Hon’ble Home Minister to these words) “and whether the 
allowance fixed for his support be adequate to the supply of his own wants 
and those of his family, according to their rank in life.’’ 

May I ask the Hon’ble Home Minister whether he has considered the 
above provisions of Regulation III when he granted the allowances to those 
detenus who are detained under Regulation I admit that these 

provisions would not apply to persons detained under the Defence of India 
Rules. It has been held that these detenus have been detained illegally. 
But as they have no means to go up to the High Court and challenge their 
illegal detention, they are not as of right entitled to get the benefit of 
Regulation III prisoners. It is not any favour that the resolution asks 
for from the Hon’ble Home Minister. It is a statutory liability of Govern- 
ment that these persons should receive allowance to which they are entitled 
under Regulation III. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I shall be very 
brief. I am only concerned with the proposal relating to the family allow- 
ances of the detenus. I know of one particular case about which I wrote 
to Sir Nazimuddin more than once. I am referring to the case of Nobojati 
Barman, a labour leader, who was at one time a lieutenant of 
Mr. Suhrawardy in his quandom labour organisation in Calcutta. This 
man is now under detention. He was the only earning member of his 
family and is a Calcutta man. The family of this person is practically 
.starving. I wrote to Sir Nazimuddin about this family but liave not got 
any reply. It may be argued that Government have no money. My reply 
to that is — have not you thrown thousands and thousands of maunds of 
rice in the district of Jessore rotting there for want of transport facilities? 
And here the hoim fide dependants of the only earning member who is 
under detention are starving and the question of money is* raised. This 
is my concrete suggestion on the floor of this House — and it will please every- 
body to hear my suggestion. Let any member of the Council and a Parlia- 
mentary Secretary go and interview the applicants and their dependants 
and record their opinions as to whether the applications are bona fide and 
genuine and whether the families are really dependent on the persons under 
detention and then report the matter to Government regarding proper 
allowances. 

Then, Sir, there is another case — one Chakraverti, son of a poor priest, 
who was a poor clerk in the office of the Bengal Telephone Corporation. 
He had no connection with revolutionary movements and was detained on 
mere suspicion. His father is a priest in Barisal. This man was under 
detention and after six months’ petitioning and praying he was allowed an 
allowance of Rs. 20. Thank God, that he was released : I do not know 
through whom he was released. It may be Mr. Blair to whom I appealed. 
Let an independent man and not a police officer be sent to hold enquiry 
regarding the question of family allowance. I^et him be given travelling 
allowance to go to mofussil districts and let that gentleman report as to 4he 
financial condition of the detenus’ families and I will be satisfied. 
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Trie Hoti’ble Kliwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, one cannot accuse 
Mr. Huinayun Ka'bir of bein^ modest in Ids demand in this House ; but today 
he himself admits having pitched his- demand very low though the speech 
with which he moved his motion was in a very high key. But, Sir, I 
would ask the honourable members to consider why Mr. Kabir has pitched 
his demand so low. The reason is that all reasonable grievances of the 
security prisoners have been met and Mr. Kabir has therefore found very 
little to demand for them. Sir, recently I had been to two jails where 
these prisoners are detained and met the representatives of the security 
prisoners and heard what their grievances were. In the two jails — the 
Dacca Central Jail and the Rajshahi Central Jail — the security prisoners 
have demanded practically nothing. I shall mention the grievances which 
thev themselves considered to be their maximum ; but before 1 do so, I shall 
deal with the points that have been raised in the resolution. 

The first is the question of study and examination allowances to those 
who are desirous of continuing their studies. This is the only question on 
whifdi Government have not so far come to a decision. We have given 
permission to those who want to sit for the examinations. To give one 
instance : I may say that rec'ently in the case of a convicted prisoner even — - 
which is most unusual — I decided lhat permission should be given to him to 
sit for the examination. I think it is im])ortant from tlie point of view 
of the province that these people should be in a position to occupy a legiti* 
mate place in society when they come out of the jails and not again join 
the subversive organisations, to enable them to earn a living and become 
useful (dtizens of the province. I may mention here that before these 
['eople were released under the Bengal Criminal T.aw Amendment Act in 
1937* J(S, the then Government went in for various schemes for the training 
of the detenus so that the detenus may be enabled to earn a living when 
they are released and made free. (Mr. Humayun Kabir : What is the 
decision about fees?) Well, if the Government are satisfied, 1he^ may agree 
to pay examination tees. 

Next, I come to the question of transfer to one of the Calcutta jails of 
persons suffering from serious diseases. Sir, this has ])een our practice. 
There is nothing new that Mr. Kabir has brought forward. Our practice is 
that whenever a doctor of any jail writes to us that in his opinion it is 
necessary for the security prisoner to be detained in a Calcutta Hospital. 
Ave always effect the transfer. 

The unfortunate part of the thing is : that sometimes the persons Avhom 
we sent to hospitals in Calcutta for treatment took advantage of this oppor- 
tunity and abused the privilege that was accorded to them. There have 
been several such cases. I have learnt of one security prisoner who has 
absconded from the hospital, and so it makes it very difficult for us to send 
to the hospital persons whom we consider to be really seriously ill but whom 
We cannot afford to let loose. Whenever we have been advised by the 
medical authority that it is a fit case for treatment in outside hospital, we 
have alwaj's sent such cases to such hospital. But if this privilege is abus- 
ed, naturally ,we will have to be very cautious in making this allowance- 
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Most of the honourable merolbers who have taken part in today’s debate have 
harped on the question of allowances to the security prisoners. One of 
them reminded me of the promise I made at the time when I took office. 
May I remind these honourable members and those who have taken part 
in today’s debate that this Government have been increasing the allowance 
of the security prisoners in certain cases by 100 per cent, and in certain 
other cases by 50 per cent., subject only to two conditions. I believe — I 
am speaking from memory — that allowances sanctioned prior to January, 
1943, were increased by 100 per cent, and those sanctioned between January 
and March, 1943, have been increased by 50 per cent. Since then we 
have taken into account the standard of life and income of these persons 
and their allowances have been fixed on that vscale. But as 1 said, these 
increases have been subject to two conditions and when these people break 
these conditions, then it causes all the trouble and all these complaints in 
the House, These two conditions are : firstly that if a person who is detain- 
ed was earning less, or let me put it like this, that in no case the allowance 
will be more than what the man was earning at the time when he was 
taken into custody. If he was earning Rs. 20, then although he is entitled 
to a 100 per cent, increase he will not get more than Rs. 20; and in the case 
of those who were not earning anything at the time when they were 
detained we do not give any allowance at all, because the family of that 
person or the dependant of that person has not been deprived of anything 
by the action of Government. The person was not helping the family at 
all; on the other hand he was just a burden to it. (Interruptions.) I am 
surprised. Sir, that honourable members do not understand this simple point. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, your running comments must not 
continue. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, certain information is necessary 
from the Hon’ble the Home Minister and therefore it is necessary that I 
should ask for some information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; If that is so, then you may rise on a point of 
information, provided the Hon’ble Minister gives way. Running com- 
ments do not add to the dignity of the debate. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; May I know what Mr. Das 
wants to know? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is your point of information, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Is it the Hon’ble Minister’s policy that 
nothing should be allowed to a detenu if at the time of his arrest he was 
not earning anything? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of information ; that is 
another comment. 

Khan Bahadur AlhadJ SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN; May I rise on 
a point of information, Sir? Is it the policy of the Hon’ble Minister that 
a detenu’s allowance should not be increased to anything beyond what he 
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was earning at the time of his arrest? In that case, how can that sum of 
Rs. 20 be at all sufficient in view of the fact that prices have gone up 
several times ? 

The Hen’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know, Sir, what 
the honourable members mean. Do they mean to say that the einployers 
in the shops and elsewhere have increased the wages of their assistants to 
the extent of the rise in the prices? It is extremely doubtful if they have 
done so. But I maintain that not to give any allowance to a detenu is a 
perfectly legitimate proposal as thereby we do no+ deprive the dependants 
of the detenu or security prisoner of any assistance which he was getting 
from the detenu and therefore there is no moral responsibility on the part of 
'Government to ])rovide anything for such a person, I mean, the dependants 
of such a person, because he was not helping the family and because his 
family was maintaining itself without his assistance. Actually the man 
was a burden on the family. But in extremely hard cases where we are 
satisfied that dependants are really suffering in spite of the fact that the 
man was not contributing anything towards the family income, we have 
gone out of our way and given small allowances of Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 as 
compassionate allowances under certain circumstances. When honourable 
members find that a person is getting one of these allowances of Rs. 10, 
or Rs. 15, I can assure them that the case comes under one of the cate- 
gories — either he was not earning anything, or he was earning something 
like Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 at the time of his arrest. 

Khan Bahadur Alhadj SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAK; Sir, my point 
of information has not been answ^ered. 

Tha Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs If it is possible to reply to 
the Khan Bahadur, I will do so when 1 shall be replying to another point 
raised by Mr. Kabir^s demand that the allowance to a dependant should 
be Rs. 20 per head. Sir, on this basis, a family containing 8 dependants 
would require Rs. 160 and a family containing 6 dependants Rs. 120. May 
I ask Mr. Kabir and Khan Bahadur Muhammad Tan as to how many men 
in Bengal earn Rs. 160 to Rs. 120 a month? What is the average income 
of a clerk in a municipal office and what is the average income of a shop 
assistant in Calcutta? Can it be maintained on that basis that w^e should 
provide an allow^ance on the scale recommended for those who are the 
dependants of security prisoners? There is another question. Sir. "Wliile 
Government are of opinion that when these persons are detained without 
trial their family should be assisted wdiere there is really necessity for it, 
at the same time they feel that this facility should not be of such a 
nature as to do aw'ay with the deterrent character of the detention. One 
thing that makes a man on whom a certain number of persons depend for 
their living — a person whose earning maintains a family — one thing that 
keeps him away from these subversive activities is the realisation that his 
detention will cause his family to suffer and to starve. If he, on the 
other hand, thinks that his detention as a security prisoner will make no 
difference to the comfort and the standard of living of his family, then the 
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deterrent factor is gone and there is nothing to prevent him from carrying 
on with his subversive activities. Therefore, I feel that while fixing the 
allowance, regard should be had to the fact that the dependants do not 
sufier or starve but that it should not 'be as comfortable as the perison 
-desires. I maintain that calculating the average earning capacity of the 
people of Bengal, I do not think there is any necessity for giving further 
increase. Taking the average income of a poor hha<lralog class the allowance 
granted is 100 per cent, above that average income. Mr. Humayun 
Kabir shakes his head, but I can give him the statistics to show that it is 
hundred times better than the average income of the poor hfiadralog class 
and the percentage of people getting Rs. 120 is very small — I am excluding 
professors and successful lawyers (Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukheetke : And 
not briefless barristers?) also hluidralog pleaders and advocates with faded 
chapkans and shabby coats. I am excluding them from that categorA^ 

Then, Sir, about arrangements for payment of these allowaiu'es. I have 
from time to time impressed upon our offices the necessity of remitting the 
allowances regularly. At one time in one of the districts I (‘ume to know 
that there was delay in the payment of allowances for several reasons which 
caused hardship. But as far as my present information goes, that hardship 
is no longer there. I have not received any complaint recently. It may 
be possible that when increased allowances are sanctioned there is some 
delay in getting the payment. Our instructions are that these allowances 
should be paid as quickly as possible and there should not be any undue 
delay. 

Now, Sir, I would like to assure the honourable members of the 
Opposition and the honourable members of the House that the policy of 
the present Government is to remove all the legitimate grievances of the 
security prisoners. We realise that these people are detained without trial 
and as such they are entitled to certain considerations and our policy is to 
meet their demands as far as possible. But it is unfortunate that these 
people are detained for a long period with practically having nothing to 
do and naturally a very simple thing appears to them to be a serious matter. 
For example, when I visited the Dacca Jail, the chief grievance which was 
revealed after 70 days’ correspondence was about clothes. Sir, the proce- 
dure which obtains is : that at the time of the delivery of new clothes the old 
ones should be surrendered to the jail authorities; but these prisoners claim 
that they should retain the old ones with them. That was their main and 
the most im])ortant grievance, as far as I could see. I came to know from 
the jail authorities that these people liaA^e accumulated large stocks of old 
clothes. However, I decided that the old clothes of the security prisoners 
would 'be kept in their account and at the time of their release the jail 
authorities would hand over those clothes to them. Since then it has been 
further settled that they can send those clothes to their houses to be kept 
there. 

The demand of the security prisoners in the Eajshahi Central Jail was 
as regards the date of delivery of new clothes and the subsequent delivery 
dates. Sometimes there is delay in the supply of new clothes, and the 
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prisoners claim that the date of delivery should be calculated not from the 
actual date of delivery but from the date on which the articles actually 
became due. Suppose, a pair of dhut/j^6 will be due after six months and 
if a pair be supplied to a prisoner on the Ist of March, the next pair would 
be due after six months, say, in September; but if the supply is not available 
in September but is actually delivered in October, then the next delivery 
would be according’ to them in February and not in March and so on. 
Now, Sir, this is the kind of grievances which the security prisoners put 
forward . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. May 
I know from the Hon^ble Minister whether this sort of security prisoners 
make the defence of India inseture? If that is so, why not release them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid this kind of 
questions can only be expected from Mr. Das and nobody else. 

However, Sir, we are trying our level best to see that the legitimate 
grievances are removed and they get a fair deal while they are under 
detention. At the same time, I would like to tell them through this House 
that the security prisoners must realise that as long as they are detained 
they are subject to the discipline under the Jail Code; if they do not 
observe the discipline we have got to take disciplinary action and drastic 
steps against them. Therefore, I am prei)ared to go to the utmost limit ta 
meet the reasonable grievances of these persons, but I also expect from 
them observance of rules laid down by (Government while they are under 
^ detention 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of 
information, Sir. When the Hon’ble the Chief Minister visited the Dacca 
Central Jail, was it not brought to his notice by certain security prisoners 
that they were kept under detention in spite of the fact that they were- 
definitely anti-fascist and that they were for the war effort? Do the Govern- 
ment contemplate the necessity of releasing siich persons? 

The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, I think the Eai Baha- 
dur has missed an opportunity to move a resolution on the subject, so I ask 
him that if he does so, he will get his reply. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; I will never do it 
again. 

Mr. HAMAYUN KABIR; Sir, in spite of the Hon^ble Sir Nazim- 
uddin’s assertion that I have pitched my speech in a high key, I maintain 
that I kept my tone as studiedly moderate as I could. But I must 
confess, Sir, that some of the remarks which he has made do make one 
impatient, and it is with a good deal of effort, Sir, that I have to s])eak 
in the same studied and moderate tone. I do so because I want that these 
questions should be considered purely on merits without bringing in the 
element of passion which may easily come into a subject like this. 

I will take up the last comments of the Hon’ble Home Minister first. 
He referred to the trivial demands, as he put it, of the security prisoners in 
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Dacca and Raj'shalii, and dilated upon the triviality of the character of 
these demands. I am afraid, Sir, that he missed the tragic implication 
ol their seemingly trivial demands. Of course, there are reasons why they 
did not put forward their other serious grievances. It is because they have 
been disappointed in their hopes. They felt that the Hon ’hie Home 
Minister, as the custodian of the law that is in being today, would pay no 
attention to their more serious grievances. They felt also that the Hon’ble 
Home Minister, even if he had the desire, had not the power to do 
anything for them. Since they were quite conscious that he did not have 
the power to do anything even if he wished, they did not trouble him by 
raising questions w'hich would only prick his conscience without in any 
way allowing him to meet their demands. Therefore, w^hen the security 
prisoners demanded that their old clothes should be sent to their families 
and not returned to the Government, I could see what the implication of 
their demand was. Any man with the slightest imagination could have 
seen the real reason why these political prisoners wanted that their old and 
torn clothes should be kept apart for their families. It is the simple fact 
that these prisoners knew that their families, their brothers and their 
sisters, their parents and their children were practically half naked. They 
knew very well that if their tattered clothes which had already been used 
in the jail for six months or more could be sent to their families, it would 
be a great relief. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of personal expla- 
nation, Sir. It is not the security prisoners who wanted that their clothes 
should ibe sent to their families, but it is we who made this arrangement. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In any case, the position is that they wanted 
their torn clothes for their families. They thought that there would at 
least be some clothes for dependants who were with tattered clothes only 
or with no clothes at all. I do not think. Sir, that the demand was quite 
as trivial or insignificant as the Hon’ble Home Minister has tried to suggest. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the demand from the Rajshahi prisoners. 
Their contention was that the supply of their clothings should date not 
from the date of the delivery but from the date on which they were 
actually due. I can only say that they are standing on their rights. 
They are insisting on the few privileges still left to them. I would like to 
ask the Hon’ble the Home Minister what he would do if a sum that is due 
to him on a particular day is not delivered on that day but after a consi- 
derably long period. Would he volunteer to give up the interest and the 
accumulated sums that might accrue? Whatever is due, whether it be 
clothes or money, it is due on a definite date. Members of the House who 
have dealings in such matters will perhaps agree that in doing so the 
Eajshahi prisoners were simply standing on their rights. 

If these prisoners did not discuss with the Home Minister any serious 
grievances of theirs it is because — as I have suggested a moment ago — 
they thought that the Home Minister would not consider their point of view 
or because they took pity on the Home Minister in his task, — Home Minister 
under a regime where after all he is not a free agent, where very often he 



1944.] 


NON-OFFICIAL EESOLUTIONS. 


441 


lias to carry out orders from elsewhere, where if he wanted to exhibit any 
independence, that independence would not be tolerated, — and they there- 
fore spared him. It is presumably fpr this reason that they did not place 
their serious problems before him. And I would submit that the Home 
Minister should not build up his case on this. He should rather build up 
his case from the human point of view. 

Sir, at the very outset I would point out one thinp^. I have not claimed 
their release, for I hold that they are prisoners of war. As long as the issue 
between England and India is not settled, the question of their release is 
premature. From that point of view, I have not pressed for their release 
for a single moment. But I do hold that when they are detained without 
any trial whatsoever, it is the duty of a Government which pretends to 
call itself civilised, to see that they are maintained in a proper standard 
of life. The Hon’ble the Home Minister refers to two general principles 
which he has followed in the matter of granting or enhancing the allow- 
ances of these detenus or political prisoners. He has probably missed what 
I said at the very outset. At the outset I admitted that the present 
Government had made certain increases in the rates of allowances. But 
what I wanted to know was what was the actual net amount. If a man is 
getting one rupee and you give him five or ten, it is a 500 per cent, or 
1,000 per cent, increase, but can a man live on five rupees per month? 
It is no use whatsoever to say that I have given a 100 per cent., a 500 per 
cent., a 1,000 per cent, increase. That is not the point. The point is 
the actual amount. Is that amount sufficient in the conditions obtaining 
in Bengal at the present moment? Is that adequate? That is the only test 
which I want him to keep in mind — not the percentage of increase but what 
is the actual amount. I have given him more than one case where I know 
that the allowance sanctioned is not sufficient for the purpose. The 
allowance they have given is considerably less than the price of one inaund 
of rice in the open market. Even now in many parts of Bengal rice is 
scarce except at Rs. 20 a maund. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has raised other points, viz., that the allowance 
paid should not be more than the amount that the detenu was earning at 
the time when he was taken in; and secondly, that in no case should an 
allowance be given to a detenu if at the time of his arrest he was not 
earning anything. I will take his first point first. At the outset, I made 
it quite clear to the Hon’ble Minister that prices of articles have increased 
by 300 to 400 per cent. The cost of living has increased at least fourfold. 
I do not know if the Hon’ble the Home Minister of the Government of 
Beng*al has not yet found any difficulty with his domestic servants. Of 
couise, the Home Minister can compel their attendance but apart from the 
Home Minister and a few other privileged persons of that type, every 
normal person in Bengal today finds that any sort of service has to be paid 
for at rates which are considerably more than what they were a year ago. 
The Home Minister has also referred to the pay of shop assistants and 
clerks. Sir, I for one have never defended low wages. It will probably 
be remembered that in a Bill I brought in, I sought to provide that no 
domestic servant would be paid a wage of less than Rs. 10 after his food 
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has been provided. I suggested Es. 10 and food in the case of juveniles 
and Es. 18 plus food in the case of adults. We have also attempted to the 
best of our abilities to increase the minimum pay and allowance of shop 
assistants. If the Hon’ble Minister agrees, it would be a great pleasure 
to me to find that nobody in the employment of the public receives less 
than Es. 50 per month. With regard to menials, I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will remember that for the menials, the inferior servants of 
Government, we have tried to increase the monthly pay to Es. 30. We hold 
that it should be Es. 30, if not more. 

The suggestion that because the clerks get less, the detenus should also 
get less is palpably untenable. To say that they would not get more than 
what they used to get at the time of detention is also unjustified and 
cannot be maintained. You cannot justify one wrong by another wrong. 
The menials and the inferior clerks of the hhadrolog class are sufiering 
great hardships today. Because they are so ill-paid, corruption obtains in 
the difierent departments. In the commercial world and in the difierent 
avocations of life, these poor people are compelled to resort to unfair means 
in order to supplement their meagre income. All corruption is thus finally 
due to the meagre income which is prevailing in these hard days. But, 
Sir, consideration of this point would take me too far wide of today’s 
subject. I will come back to the particular issues raised by the Govern- 
ment. The Hon’ble Minister said that a person is given what he was 
drawing at the time of his detention. But what guarantee is there that he 
would not have earned more now? Many are earning more — why not the 
detenus? What guarantee is there that a detenu would not have in the 
present conditions earned more? Government have taken him away from his 
normal avocation of life and shut him away from all these opportunities 
and without any legal justification. I maintain, Sir, in spite of what Govern- 
ment may say, so far as these detenus are concerned, apart from the 
persons who were convicted by law after having been found guilty, they 
are persons whom the (Tovernmeiit have illegally detained. Eeference has 
rightly been made by one of the speakers that these detenus could not 
appeal against their detention under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules 
and have the same declared invalid by the High Court for want of money. 
They are too poor to meet the cost. For w^ant of money they could not come 
up to the High Court in order to get the benefit of Regulation HI of 1818. 
If they had come under Regulation III, the rate of their allowance w^ould 
have been somewliat higher. The position is that the income of persons 
outside detention is not directly the concern of Government. Persons out- 
side can augment their income to meet the colossal increase in the (‘()st of 
living. In the case of detenus and political prisoners, they have been denied 
the right of earning their livelihood. Therefore, the onus is on the Govern- 
ment to increase the allowances proportionately to the increase in the cost of 
living. If they do not do so, the implication would be that Government s 
policy is to starve the families of these persons detained without trial. 
Government should make their position in this respect clear once for all. The 
Hon’ble Home Minister cannot have it both w’a,ys. He cannot say that he 
sympathises with the sufferings of these political prisoners and also say 
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that lie wants detention to be punitive and not merely preventive. He 
said he would limit the allowance to the minimum and not provide for 
luxury. It is known to everybody a/id even to the Ministers that Rs. 20 
would not allow of any luxury to an individual in the 3 'ear 1944. Many 
of the members and Hon’ble Ministers of this House spend Rs. 20 or more 
a day on cigarettes. If the Hon’ble Minister thinks that Rs. 20 would g^ive 
luxury to the families of the detenus, I think he is living in a world of his 
own phantasy. 

The second point the Hon’ble Minister raised was that the man who 
did not earn anything at the time of his arrest should not be given any 
allowance. The Hon’ble the Home Minister was pleased in certain (‘ases to 
depart from that principle. Here, I would remind the Hon’ble Minister 
of cases where people who did not earn anything before but are now earning 
considerable sums. I would ask the Home Minister to remember the 
position about, say, 17 or 18 years ago, before 1926 or 1927, and the position 
thereafter. Perhaps the members of the family of the Home Minister 
himself gave up his case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, I would request you to avoid personal 
references. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir, I will speak generally. There 
have been briefless barristers or briefless j)leaders who have earned nothing 
whatever up to a particular time and afterwards, they have earned large 
sums and even become leaders of the Bar. There have been persons who 
W’ere hopeless hckars (unemploj^ed), who were the uever-do-weels and could 
not therefore contribute anything to thier family, but afterwards developed 
to be leaders in trades and professions. There are instances of this in the 
historj" of other countries as well. How^ then can the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister arrogate to himself the power of the Almighty and predict that 
because a person or persons were never-do- weeks at the time of arrest, they 
would not be able to earn anything afterwards? The boys of whom the 
Home Minister is speaking might have been earning a lot in trade, commerce 
or industries today. They might have been successful businessmen in 
different spheres of life. I think. Sir, the Hon’ble the Home Minister is 
not justified when he says that simply because at the time of arrest some 
persons were not earning, they would be earning nothing now\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, how long will you take to finish your 
speech ? 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: I shall take at least 10 minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You spoke for 30 minutes at the time of moving 
the resolution, and you have already spoken for 15 minutes now. Please 
try to finish as quickly as possible. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir, I shall try to finish as quickly 
as possible. I want to ask the Hon’ble the Home Minister why he does not 
accept this resolution on the floor of this House. I ask why does he want 
to make a discrimination between one class of prisoners and another. He 
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wants to give allowances to persons who have been earning something but 
he does not want to give anything to the persons who had not been earning 
anything before. It is dangerous to introduce discriminatiou of this type. 
I find, Sir, the Hon’ble the Home Minister is having a conversation in 
which the Leader of the House is taking part. The Leader of the House is 
neither attending to his own duties nor allowing the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister to attend to his. 

As I w^as saying, if the Hon’ble Minister wants to introduce this sort 
of discrimination it would be dangerous. There would be suspicion in the 
public mind that Government is making a distinction between one class of 
political ju'isoners and another, ibetw^een one group of prisoners and another 
group. These people have different political affiliations, different political 
traditions and different political bias, and it would be dangerous not only 
for the Government itself but also for the future political life of the 
province to discriminate between them. 

The Hon’ble the Home Minister has spoken a great deal as to wdiat he 
would do with regard to the study and examination allow'ances. He 
benefited us by his opinion that it is desirable that such prisoners should 
be helped to become useful members of society by getting higher education. 
I entirely agree wdth him. He also told us that the Government of 19d7 
went to great lengths in order to provide them with opportunities of 
becoming useful members of society. Now, Sir, I only ask that w'hat the 
Government of 1937 did should serve as an example to him in this respect 
at least. The 1987 Government were prepared to consider the cases of the 
detenus and political prisoners and give them study and examination 
allowances and also to try to absorb them in difierent types of productive 
industrialism. It is up to the present Government to do at least as 
much. In fact, they should do more than the previous Government and 
prove that the present Government is really a popular Government. 
Instead of doing so, the Hon’ble Home Minister simply tells us that the 
matter is under consideration. If after his admission that such prisoners 
should be given every possible opportunity of being re-absorbed in society 
as useful members he is still not prepared to give them even these slight 
concessions, then how can he expect that the process of their re-absori)tion 
in society will be facilitated? 

Then, Sir, there was one other point to whi(‘h the Hon’ble Home 
Minister referred towards the end of his speech. He threatened that 
drastic action should be taken against the detenus if they did not observe 
the Jail Code. I submit. Sir, that this threat w^as quite unnecessary. 
These prisoners know quite well that they are under the Jail Code and that 
all the might of the British Empire is behind the Home Minister. 
[Mr. Hamidul Httq Chowbhury : (Whispered.) Sir, he is not finishing 
yet.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will conclude now\ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I have almost finished. May I also submit, 
Sir, that it breaks up one’s trend of thought if one is interrupted too often. 
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Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury lias not taken upon himself the task of 
reminding on your behalf. You are quite able to take care of yourself. 

Now, Sir, as I was saying, the threat on the part of Government was 
quite unnecessary. These people know quite well that Government can 
take any action, if they desire, against them. I do not know, Sir, if it 
was an unfortunate coincidence that when Sir Nazimuddin assumed office, 
there was a lathi charge in one of the jails in Calcutta. It may be a mere 
coincidence but it may also have something to do with the attitude of the 
Home Minister revealed today. When the Hon’ble Home Minister 
threatens drastic action against prisoners, I may tell him that these 
political prisoners are either persons whom the Government suspected of 
actual political action — they have no definite proof against them — or they 
are persons whom Government thought (“apable of such political action. 
Since Government are not infallible, I think that there are at least some 
persons who do not come under either of these categories. These are persons 
who have neither taken any political action nor are they desirous of any 
such political action. On any calculation, a large percentage of those who 
have been arrested are bound to be quite innocent of the charges which 
Government have seen fit to level against them. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the time is up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no such thing as time today. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: T quite understand the discomfort of 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed and 1 also understand the discomfort of the 
honourable members apposite. If Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed would pay a 
visit to a jail as His Majesty’s guest there for six months or more, then only 
will he feel a little more sympathy towards these political prisoners. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does the Home Minister wish to reply to the speech 
of Mr. Kabir? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is: — 

That this Council is of opinion that the Government should immediately 
take the following steps for meeting the grievances of persons detained 
without any trial either under section 26 of the Defence of India Rules or 
Regulation III of 1818, viz.: — 

(a) provision of study and examination allowances to those who are 

desirous of continuing their studies ; 

(b) transfer to one of the Calcutta jails of persons suffering from serious 

diseases ; 

(c) improvement in the termvS of payment of family allowances provid- 

ing a minimum of at least Rs. 20 for each dependant of the 

detenu ; 

(d) expedition in the despatch of applications for family allowances 

or increment thereof ; 
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(e) arrangement for the rapid payment of such allowances once the 
allowances are sanctioned. 


AYES— 11. 

Mr. Humtyun Z. A. Kibir. 

AihidJ Khan Bahadar Shaikh Muhammad dan. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib MtuWi Wahiduxiaman. 

NOES -17. 

Mr. Matbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aiii. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

Tha Hpn’bla Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muaxiamuddln 

Hoiiuni 

Mr. Latafat Hoiialn. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The Ayes 
being 11 and the Noes 17, the motion is negatived. 

The House now stands adjourned till 1 p.m, on Monday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Monday, the 13th March, 

1944. 


. W. B. a. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul katiff. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Molla. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaiur Rahman. 
Rai Radhioa Bhuaan Roy Bahadur. 
Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamtuxioha. 
Dr. Kaiiruddin Talukdar. 


Mr. Altai All. 

Kai Bahadur K. 0. Bantrjeo. 
Mr. S. 0. ChakraYorti. 

Mr. L. C. Du. 

Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 10th 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(4) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(6) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

(7) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(11) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(13) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(15) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(16) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44 — No. 21. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 13th March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the twenty-hrst sitting of the First Session of 1944, persuant to section 
62{^){a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.t.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Debt Settlement Board. 

87. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Bural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased tO' state — 

(a) whether the Government propose to dissolve the Debt Settlement 
Boards which are still functioning in view of the relief that the 
debtors may have under the Bengal Money-Lenders Act; 

(h) if not, how long more the Government intend the Debt Settlement 
Boards to function? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department): (a) No, as agriculturist debtors are likely to get more relief 
inder the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act than under the Bengal Money- 
Lenders Act. 

(h) The Debt Settlement Boards will continue to function till the disposal 
of the applications made to them. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Was not the original 
A.ct intended to function for only 5 years? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That was so, but unless and until all the cases are 
iisposed of and -the utility of the Debt Settlement Board ceases, the boards 
ire not going to be dissolved. ^ 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Does that relate only to 
pending cases or for future applications also? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For future applications also. 

Railway Accident in Dacca Mail. 

87A. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
:;harge of the Communications and W^orks Department be pleased to state 
w^hether it is a fact that at dawn on the 5th March, 1944, there was an 
55 
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accident in the Dacca Mail between Bagoola and Aranghata stations on 
the Bengal and Assam Railway about 58 miles from Calcutta resulting in 
injuries to several persons? 

(6) In this accident how many were injured? Of them, how many are 
women? Was there any death so far? Are the injuries serious? What 
were the injuries due to? 

(c) Do the Government propose to move proper authorities to cause a 
sifting inquiry into the whole affair as speedily as possible and publish the 
report thereof? 

MINISTER in cliarge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. BARABA PROSANNA PAIN): (a) 

Yes. 

(b) Eighteen persons are reported to have been injured, of whom 9 are 
women. One of the injured i)er8ons died in the Campbell Medical Hospital. 
Six persons are said to have sustained serious injuries, including the person 
who died in the Campbell Medical Hospital. The passengers are said to 
have received the injuries by jumping in a panicky state out of the co-aches 
which caught fire and which then unfortunately stood on a culvert at the 
point where the train was brought to a stand. The cause of the accident is 
under investigation. 

(c) A railway departmental enquiry whit'll will also be attended by the 
Government Inspector of Railways has been already arranged by the Bengal 
and Assam Railway administration. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Is it not a fact that this 
accident was mainly due to want of light in the train? 

The Hon’ble Mr, BARADA PRDSANNA PAIN: That is more than 
I can say. 

Point of privilege. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, before I seek your permission to 
move the adjournment motion that stands in my name I rise on a point of 
privilege and a point of order too. Sir, on the last occasion, i.e., on 
Monday last I sought leave to move an adjournment motion regarding the 
non-availability of rice in the open market in various parts of Bengal at con- 
trolled rates. The Minister for Civil Supplies, the Hon’ble Ml’. Suhrawardy, 
stood up saying that tb^ motion was not based on facts and that it was 
prejudicial 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? You should come to- 
it at once. You are not expected to make a speech on your point of order. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, this report has already been pub- 
lished in various newspapers of Calcutta, it is bound to create a prejudicial 
impression against me. When the Hon’ble Supply Minister was confronted 
with the original copy of the Calcutta Gazette 

Mr, PfICSIDENT: That is not a point of order. 
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Mfi HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon^ble Supply Minister said 
that my motion was not based on facts, but I showed tn you the supple- 
mentary gazette and the very language. which I quoted in my motion but 
yet I was not allowed to move hiy motion on the 10th. The Hon’ble Minister 
said something in favour of his contention 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no use discussing the matter in the absence of 
the Hon’ble Minister, because no one can reply on his behalf. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Then when he comes will you please 
allow me to raise the question at that time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But what is your point of privilege? 

Mr. HARIUAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the point is that the Hon’ble 
Minister should withdraw his siatement that my motion was prejudicial and 
that it is not based on facts and all that. As a matter of fact. Sir, my 
motion was based on facts supported by the official document, and my motive 
was not io do smj injury to the Government. This is my point. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I must go through the Hon’ble Mr. Suhmwardy’s 
speech of that day before I express any opinion on the subject. What he 
actually said 1 must go through, and if I find there was anytliing wffiich 
affected your privilege as a member of this House, then you can make your 
motion, and not otherwise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Thank you, Sir. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I ask the leave of the Chair to 
move the following adjournment motion that stands in my name: — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government 
of Bengal to requisition w^agons from the Central Government to 
remove paddy from the various railway stations of Jessore, such as 
Gadkhali, Navaran, Banapole, etc., in time as stated by the Rail- 
way Member of His Excellency the Governor-General in the 
Central Assembly in reply to a question.” 

Sir, this motion is based on 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your ground in suppwrt of this motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The matter relates to the accumulation 
of a huge quantity of paddy in certain stations in the district of Jessore, 
which was not removed in time for distribution to the people of the 
locality where during the last famine thousands of men were dying for 
want of rice. We have been told in season and out of season that paddy could 
not be removed for want of wagons and with regard to this particular matter 
fault was definitely found with the Central Government. Sir, in reply to 
a question of Mr. Khitish Chandra Neogy in the Central As>sembly the 
Railway Menlber of the Government of India stated that the movement? 
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of foodgrains in Bengal was arranged in accordance with the programme 
prepared by the Bengal Government and this paddy was not included in these 
programmes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, will yon kindly make out how the 
motion is urgent and also how it is a definite matter of public importance? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. The removal of paddy 
from certain stations is involved here ; therefore it is definite : there is no 
doubt about it. As regards the urgency, owing to famine the removal of 
paddy and distribution thereof among the people is certainly an urgent 
matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But when did it happen? So far as I can make out 
it happened a long time ago. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It happened some time ago, Sir, but its 
results are still continuing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When did it happen? The reply of the Hon’ble 
Railway Member that you have quoted refers to an incident that happened 
several months back. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May be, Sir; but it shows the failure of 
the Bengal Government to requisition wagons for removal of paddy which 
was useful for the protection of the lives of the people. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, please take your seat. I have 
understood your point. I do not consider that it is a definite matter or a 
matter of urgent public importance. I therefore refuse my consent to your 
motion. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, as passed by the 

Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the Order Paper is the Bengal 
Finance Sales Tax Bill, Hon’ble Mr. Goswami. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. President, I beg 
to move that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, it is less than a month ago since I presented the budget estimates for 
1944-45. In those estimates I anticipated a deficit of 7| crores on revenue 
account and I have told the House that our indebtedness on the 31st March, 
1945, would be 17^ crores. Since I presented the budget estimates we have 
been told that the Government of India will grant a subvention of Rs. 3 
crores and Rs. IJ crores towards the cost of our expenditure on famine relief 
in the years, 1943-44 and 1944-45 respectively. . 

The receipt of subventions will reduce the anticipated deficit in 1944-45 
to 6 crores and our indebtedness on 31st March, 1945, by 4^ crores, thus 
bringing it to 13 crores. Against this background it will, I feel, not be 
necessary for me to labour our need for additional revenue. I 



1944.] 


FINAISTCE AMENDMENT BILL. 


453 


I shall now turn to the Bill itself. The provisions of the Bill are briefly — 

(1) to double the rate of the tax ; 

(2) to make a cx)nsequential incre^ise in the deduction admissible under 

clause (h) of sub-section (2) of •section 5; and 
(d) to make an important addition to the Schedule of tax-free goods. 

I shall deal with the last of these provisions first. In the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons 1 have claimed that the only necessity of life not already 
included in the Schedule of tax-free goods is “the poor man’s cloth”. It 
is true that handloom woven cloth is already exempt, but the bulk of the 
cloth used by the poorest sections of the community is the cheapest kind of 
machine-made cloth. In order that the proposed enhancement of the rate 
may not throw any additional burden on the poorer classes, it is proposed to 
substitute for the existing item 1C> of the Schedule an entry by virtue of which 
all dhuUs, luiifjis and sarees, whether handloom woven or machine-made, the 
price of which does not exceed amounts to be fixed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment, shall be exempt. Even when doubled, the rate of tax will amount to 
only d per cent. By comparison with the rate of sales-tax in force elsewhere, 
this is most moderate; and, taken in conjunction with the very comprehensive 
exemptions, will not, I am satisfied, cause hardship. The provisions in (h) of 
clause 2 of the Bill require a word of explanation. Most dealers exhibit the 
tax separately in their bills : but this is not obligatory and whether the tax 
is shown separately or included in the price quoted by the defiler, in law the 
total of a dealer’s bill is the ‘^sale-price” or the price which the dealer charges 
f-or the article. The tax payable by a dealer to Government is calculated 
on his turnover — the aggregate of the sale-prices received by him — and if 
we are to avoid taxing the dealer on that portion of his takings that represent 
his collection of the tax, it is clear that in determining his taxable turnover 
we have to allow him some deduction. When the rate of tax is one quart/er 
anna in the rupee, a deduction of one per cent, is really insufficient for this 
purpose and dealers are in fact required to find 1 -6 pies out of the Rs. 1-8-9 
that Government collect from him on every Rs. 100 of his turnover. If the 
tax is raised to one-half anna in the rupee, it will be necessary to raise the 
deduction admissible under clause {h) of section h{2) to 3 per cent. Even 
with this deduction, the dealer will still be required to find *18 of a pie of 
the Rs. 3-0-6 that Government will collect on every Rs. 100 of his turnover. 

At this stage. Sir, I do not propose to make general observations on the 
principle of the Bill itself. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly, be 
taken into consideration. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Sir, I beg to move tliat the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1944. 

Sir, when the Bengal Finance Sales Tax Bill was originally passed at 
the rate of one pice per rupee on the sales turnover, Goveniment on the basis 
of the existing prices then prevailing expected certain amount of revenue 
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which would enable them to spend more liberally on the nation-building 
departments such as the spread of compulsory primary education, enlarge- 
ment and improvement of village sanitation, establishment of dispensaries 
and a net work of hospitals all over the province and the alike. But, Sir, 
just after the Finance Sales Tax was passed, prices of commodities went 
up by 300 to 400 per cent, which means that Government instead of getting 
the estimated revenue got out of that tax about 3 or 4 times more. Sir, so 
far as that point is concerned, Govenrment has not given us any very good 
explanation as to what they have done with the unexpectedly increased 
revenue which they derived from this taxation owing to circumstances due 
to war. Therefore, Sir, I feel that before we agree to give to the Govern- 
ment a free hand in the matter of doubling this tax — which means 6 to 
8 times more than what it would have been in normal times — as proposed 
in this Bill, it must be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon, so that both consumers and the businessmen who are concerned 
vitally, may be able to give their verdict on its provisions one way or the 
other. I do not say for a moment that Government should not raise the 
revenue required for carrying on the administration but certainly those 
who are asked to pay must be given an opportunity of giving their verdict 
on the subject. Besides public opinion will also clarify the issue as to how 
far the sales tax has affected business and the businessmen and how far it 
has affected the consumer in not getting their necessaries of life which 
owing to the heavy tax they might have had to forego. Further, in this 
abnormal time an abnonnal procedure should have been adopted for raising 
the revenue, not by levying heavier taxes on the already distressed people of 
Bengal but by means of loans, subventions and other abnormal methods. 
It is not possible for any country in the world during the war to make both 
ends meet simply by raising taxation. For all these reasons, I feel that 
before we, the representatives of the people, give our consent to such a 
taxation measure, we must be forearmed by the opinion of the public who 
are directly and vitally concerned with this tax. In view of the extended 
life of the Assembly, a taxation proposal of this kind should first go to 
the people for their consideration and for their opinion before it is passed. 
This should be the policy of the Government. This Bill, I repeat, should 
be placed before the public for their careful consideration. 

With these remarks, I move my motion that the Bill be circulated for 
eliciting opinion. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1944. 

Mr. Das, I would suggest that all the motions be first moved. Because, 
only the dates are different but the motions are the same, So, you may 
move your motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Pre'^ident, Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
30th September, 1944. 
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Sir, my motion is identical with the motion that was moved by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar with a difference in date only in collecting the 
opinion to be gathered from the puhHc on this Bill. Sir, the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister in moving for taking this Bill into consideration referred 
to the fact that the Bengal Government is in great deficit this year and 
will be so also next year to the extent of 17 crores and 46 lakhs. It is 
xindonbtedly so. I think. Sir, that the Government of Bengal in its anxiety 
to please the Government of India have nndertaken this course of doubling 
the Bengal Finance Sales Tax so that a handsome subvention may be forth- 
coming from that source to meet the deficit. But I say, Sir, that instead 
of taking this course, the Government of Bengal sliould have advanced 
other cogent reasons wlfy they urgently stand in need of such subvention 
and why they want help from the Government of India. In fact, the 
deficit that has been created has been largely due to Extraordinary Charges 
in India and Famine. The Extraordinary Charges include expenses 
under the “Civil Defence''. I hardly find any distinction between 
Military and the Civil Defence, and as “Defence" is a Central subject, the 
whole cost of the Civil Defence should be borne by the Government of India. 
With respect to Famine also, I venture to say that the responsibility rests, 
in a large measure, with the Government of India. If we really look to the 
facts, we find that if the Government of India would pay all the costs that 
were necessitated for meeting the Extraordinary Charges in India, and of 
famine, there would hardly be any deficit and there would hardly be any cause 
for the Government of Bengal to go lo the length of doubling the Bengal 
Finance Sales Tax. There would hardly be any necessity also of another 
taxation Bill, namely, the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. In fact. Sir, the 
famine has so affected the conditions of the vast majority of the people in 
Bengal that it behoves the popular Minister to see that the public willingly 
come forward to support this Bill, and for this purposji^ the only course 
left open for the Government would be to circulate the Bill for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion thereon ; and if they g^et public suppoif for this 
Bill, then and then only they should proceed with the Bill and double the 
tax, otherwise not.* There is another reason wdiich I urge and it is that 
taxation, as the Hon'ble Finance Minister observed on another occasion, is 
certainly an engine of national and social policy. Whatever is raised by the 
Sales tax should be utilised for the welfare of the people. But, here what- 
ever would be raised by this tax will go only to grease the administrative 
machinery and hardly anything will go for advancing the welfare of the 
people. Therefore, I say that before taking upon himself the responsibility 
of getting on with this Bill the popular Minister should arm himself with 
the opinion of the people. With these words, Bir, I move that this Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. 

*Mr. M. R. ilAIPURIA spoke in Hindi. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN; Sir, I support the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, that the Bll be 

* An authorised English translation of this Hindi speech will be found incorporated aa 
Appendix to the debates of this session. 
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circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1944. Sir, in 
my humble opinion this Finance Sales Tax Bill is illegal. The original Bill 
was passed on the understanding that money accruing therefrom would be 
used for the nation-building departments, namely, Education, Sanitation and 
other nation-building schemes; but this amending Bill has been introduced 
for the purpose of meeting a deficit. I do not know what is the Govern- 
ment’s reaction to the different amendments moved by my friends for circu- 
lation; but if they accept any one of them, they would be able to understand 
the opinion of the public and public bodies on their proposal to increase the 
tax on sales of commodities. As this is a matter which concerns all the 
people, therefore the opinion of the people is very necessary. 

In my humble opinion the Government should on no account oppose this 
or the other amendment asking for circulation of the Bill, if their Bill is 
based on strong unassailable grounds. Their refusal will only mean that 
they are afraid of hostile public opinion and therefore want to pass this 
Bill here and now. 

I hope Government will refrain from taking this unwise step. They 
should either accept this simple amendment or drop the Bill if they are 
afraid that public opinion is not in favour of the Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I move my amendment, Sir? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No. I called your name but you were not here then. 
But you can speak on the amendment that has been moved. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: All right. Sir. I beg to support the amend- 
ment moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon by 30th September, 1944. 
The motion of which I gave notice also aimed that the Bill should be circulat- 
ed for the purposi of eliciting opinion thereon ; but I had suggested a shorter 
period than 30th September, namely, 31st March, so that it would give 
Government an opportunity of proceeding with the Bill, if they so desired, 
even during the current session. I am, however, convinced in view of the 
argument advanced that this Bill should not be hurried through this House 
without taking public opinion on it. It is a taxation measure. In order 
to understand this taxation measure, we must take into consideration the 
background against which this taxation proposal has been brought forward. 
We had it from the Hon’ble Finance Minister, and also from the original 
statement of Objects and Eeasons for the Bill when it was moved in another 
place, that this Bill was necessary in order to make up the deficit from which 
the province is suffering, and that it is for this purpose and this purpose 
alone that Government intend to carry through this Bill during the current 
session. In considering this deficit, I would ask the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister and others to consider two factors — (1) the magnitude and causes 
of this deficit and (2) the conditions which obtain today in this province. 

Now, Sir, let us consider the magnitude and causes of this deficit. I 
thiiA: every member in this House will agree that the magnitude is so vast 
that mere tinkering measures like this Bill will not meet this deficit. They 
will not make up a fraction of the huge deficit with which the province is 
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faced today. In reply to this it may be said that if it lightens the amount 
of deficit, well, that also is all to the good. But I would ask the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister to consider that if tjic actual burden of the debt is not 
met, what is the purpose in merely irritating the people by fresh burdens of 
taxation? Then, Sir, there i-s the consideration of the reasons on account 
of which this deficit has been caused. I will not here go into the question of 
extravagance and undue expenditure — though this charge has been made here 
and elsewhere — in dealing with the situation. I will not go into the question 
whether the money has been ill or well spent — I will not go into that question 
at all. I will take it that this amount has been spent. But what are the 
main causes? Why has it been spent? Every one will agree that it is due to 
the fact that war conditions are obtaining in this province. As a matter of 
fact, most of the deficit of the province arises out of war conditions. The 
famine is directly the result of the war which has almost destroyed the 
economy of the province. I will not go into this question in detail now 
because this question was discussed many times last year. After all other 
causes have been considered, one fundamental fact remains that but for 
the war and but for the effects of the war, this famine could not have taken 
either the shape or the magnitude which it has actually taken. 

Many of the other items in the expenditure of the province are also due 
to this war emergency. Many of the services which have been created are 
due to war conditions. Sir, expenditure due to the war is not the primary 
concern of the Provincial Exchequer, nor even the primary concern of the 
India Government. Therefore, Sir, I would submit to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister that instead of imposing this fresh tax upon the already- 
harassed people, he should direct his attention to a different direction or to a 
different quarter. We have been told that an appeal fer subvention has been 
made to the Centre but that the response from that quarter is not sufficient 
or adequate. The Centre has promised isomething to the extent of Ks. d 
crores, if I am not mistaken (the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandka Goswami : 
Hs. 4 : 1 - crores) Hs. 4§ crores, to the help of the- Provincial revenue. But I 
would like the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to press that the entire amount 
which has been incurred as expenditure in connection with the war and its 
after-effects should be obtained either from the Centre or from the Govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom. If the Government is prepared to take up 
that step, namely, to ask for this amount from the Centre and the Govern- 
ment of the United Kingdom, then the whole House will be behind the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister. The Opposition as well as the supporters 
of Government are agreed on this matter. Even for that purpose, I would 
think that it is desirable that this Bill should be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. It is certain that public opinion would declare^ 
itself emphatically that this amount should be obtained from the Centre 
or from the Government of the United Kingdom. The different responsible 
bodies of Bengal, if they are consulted, would also suggest to the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister that instead of imposing this fresh tax upon the 
people of the land, he should ask for subvention from the Centre or from 
the resources of the United Kingdom. Sir, I have deliberately not entered’ 
upon the question whether the deficit incurred has been well-used or ill- 
used. For the money incurred in connection with war expenditure, expenses- 
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whicli are directly attributable to the war, the Hon’ble Minister should 
persuade the Government to make an appeal not to the harassed people of 
Bengal, but to the Centre or to the authorities of the United Kingdom. 

There is a second consideration for which the Bill must be circulated. 
The poorer people would be affected by this Bill generally. No doubt the 
Uon’ble the Finance Minister and his supporters would say that this Bill is 
not going to touch the poor at ail. He would nb doubt give an assurance to 
that effect, but we luive heard many assurances in the past. There is no 
doubt that a large proportion of the population is going to be hard hit. This 
new tax which is spread in its incidence over practically the whole of the 
population of the Province cannot be so arranged that it will affect only the 
pockets of the rich and not the pockets of the poor. Sir, this sort of assurance 
was given on the occasion when the Bill was first introduced, when also we 
were told that it would be the shop-keepers and shop-owners, the traders who 
would bear the burden of the tax. At that time also we were told that the 
public would not be required to pay anything, and that even if the public 
were required to pay anything, that would be very small. But we all know 
what actually happened, namely, that the tradesmen passed on the tax to 
ns entirely. The consumers and the customers were taxed as was evident 
irom the cash memos, and other receipts issued by the shops. So the entire 
burden has fallen upon the people. I submit that people are far less able to 
bear the burden of the tax today than they were at the time of the first 

introduction of this tax. At that time also, we were opposed to this Bill 

and said that unless the money was ear-marked 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin was crossing the floor.) 

# 

MTi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hon’ble Minister must not cross 
the floor. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: for beneficent purposes, we would not pass 

the Bill. The then Hoii’ble Finance Minister assured that the money 

would be spent for nation-building purposes. But today there is no such 

assurance even. On the contmry, at a time when the people are afflicted 
with misery the like of which they have perhaps never experienced in the 
•course of remembered history, at such a time we are asked to impose this 
fresh taxation with a degree of incidence which is double that of the original 
tax. It has also to be remembered that though the tax has been increased 
two-fold, in fact the tax will be increased not two-fold but many-fold. The 
price of an article wl^ch was one rupee formerly, is perhaps today in the 
region of four or five rupees. If we take rice as the index, prices have gone 
up at least 3 or 4 times if not more, so that although the tax is ostensibly 
doubled, in fact it would be increased by 8 times. For, what cost one rupee 
before, we would pay a tax on half-anna today; but an article wdiich cost one 
rupee before costs four rupees today : so that the tax would be 2 annas and not 
half-an-anna. The tax which would actually be paid by the consumer would 
be therefore 8 times what it was under the original Bill. In view of the 
•economic distress which is prevailing in the province today, I would ask the 
Bon’ble Finance Minister to consider very seriously before he proposes a 
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Bill of this nature. If he is confident that the people are behind him, if he 
is confident that the public will support a measure of this type, if he is 
confident that the public will bear this burden with the recognition that these 
burdens are burdens which must be boine by the people in order to save the 
economic plight o| the provinde, then he will be justified in proposing such 
a Bill. In that case nobody will have any ground for objecting to this Bill. 
But how can he have that confidence till he has sounded public opinion? 
Till he takes the public into his confidence and he claims to be here as a 
representative of the people, I would submit to him through you, Sir, that he 
is not right in thus placing an imposition upon the people of this Province. 
It is almost, like stabbing them in the back when they are just struggling 
to their feet after the terrible calamity from which they suffered in the 
course of the last 15 months. Therefore, I propose to support the motion for 
circulation of this Bill, so that the public of Bengal may have an opportunity 
of expressing their categorical and undivided opinion that all the expenditure 
which has been incurred in this province either directly or indirectly as a 
consequence of this war should be borne not by the people of this province 
but by the Central Exchequer or by the Government of the ITnited Kingdom 
whose primary concern this war has been. 

Mr, K, C, ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I only point out one aspect of this 
Bill which is very pressing on the poor. The proposed tax is two pice in 
the rupee. But when articles are sold in the market worth a few annas at a 
time, the shopkeepers will charge sales tax on them and realise more, 
because the present system of our coinage is unsuitable. Therefore, I would 
ask the Government to denominate the currency by introducing the old cowrie 
system, so that things will be sold not for so many annas and pies only but 
for so many annas, pies and cowries. But as it is not practicable to introduce 
this cmvrie system in our currency, I would request Government to place pie 
coins in the market; otherwise the shopkeepers will go on collecting more 
half annas, quarter anna coins being unavailable, and therefore, from that 
point of view I think that this Bill will have to be recast. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to support the 
motion for circulation, I would like to point out to the honourable members 
of this House a few facts which will go to show the real nature of the present 
Bill. I understand he expects revenue to the extent of one crore and a 
half by doubling the tax proposed in the new Bill. Now, Sir, as lias been 
pointed out by other honourable members before, the deficit which has 
got to be faced is in the region of 14 crores of rupees, out of which, as the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has already stated, he has got a ])romise from 
the Centre of a sum of 4^ crores of rupees by way of subvention for helping 
the provincial revenues. Thus, with one crore or one crore and a half 
from this tax, the total amount that he will get would be about 6 crores 
of rupees. But, we do not know what will happen to the larger deficit 
of 8 crores of rupees which he will have to meet yet in order to balance 
the budget. Therefore, it is necessary to consider whether seeing that the 
people of the province are already burdened with taxation and admittedly 
unable to bear any further burden, any taxation of this nature sliould be 
introduced here. The main purpose of the Bill, namely, to meet the deficit 
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will not be served and tbe Hon’ble Finance Minister will have to find out 
other sources of revenue in order to meet the deficiency. This leads me to 
enquire into the causes of the deficiency which Beng*al has to meet today. 
Sir, what led to this deficiency? It is pra^jtically admitted in the budget 
speech of the Finance Minister that the principal reasons for deficit are two : 
the prime reason for the deficit is the war and the fact that Bengal is now 
practically very near the war zone. Now Bengal is within the war zone. 
The war is being fought practically within the North-Eastern Frontier, 
somewhere in Bengal and Assam. Now, Sir, in order to determine what 
are the causes of this huge deficit in this province we have to see what led 
to this famine during the last year. It is admitted on all hands that the 
principal reason for the famine was not the failure of crops in a particular 
part of the province or the other cause, namely, the cyclone, in some parts 
of the province. It has been found that the deficit which we had to meet 
last year was due largely for meeting the expenses in connection with the 
war and that is divided into various phases. In the first place, we found 
that a very large number of people evacuated fromi Bunna came to this 
province and to feed them the Bengal Government had to incur a very large 
expenditure. We know that huge quantities of stocks worth several crores 
were purchased by the Bengal Government for the purpose of giving relief 
to these evacuees. This was done at a time when we never expected that 
there would be a famine in this province or that the people would have to 
encounter a state which we noticed during the last season. If a substantial 
portion of these stocks had been released in time we would not have noticed 
the distress which we witnessed during the last season. These stocks were 
not relea^sed, may be, due to a hona fide belief that it would be required for 
some other purpose or they may not have been released due to a mistake 
on the part of Government or to a bungling in some department of Govern- 
ment for not passing the necessary orders in time. Ultimately, we found 
that a huge portion of these stocks became quite useless. I know it as a 
fact that in one district, namely, Burdwan, after the Damodar flood it was 
found that chum, that is, fried paddy, a huge stock of which had been 
kept in reserve for evacuee relief, was brought out and it was found that 
it was absolutely unfit for human consumption and had to be thrown away 
and could not be used at all, due perhaps to some bungling in some Govern- 
ment department and thus a large quantity of these stocks could not be 
used to relieve distress. 

Next, Sir, although it was denied to the people of this province in some 
quarters, we know huge stocks of foodgrains were exported tu Africa for 
the purpose of maintaining the Indian regiment there in order to win the 
Allied cause. That is one of the causes of the famine that we witnessed 
during last year. In this way, by illustration we will be able to show that 
practically the entire reason is based on war conditions. So I request the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to press his case to the Central Government so 
that the entire deficit might be met from the Central Eevenues. After all, 
Bengal if left to itself would have been in a position to meet the entire 
deficit from the jute tax and income-tax receipts; if the Centre gives up all 
the revenues derived from income-tax derived from Bengal and all the taxes 
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derived from tlie export of jute outside Bengal, Bengal would have been 
able to stand on its own legs for the purpose of meeting this huge deficit 
and would not have to •approach the Centre for the purpose of balancing 
its budget. It is for this purpose that we think it necessary to circulate 
this Bill for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon in order to know what 
were the causes which led to this huge deficit and wliy is it tliat the entire 
deficit could not be met from the Central llevenues and a portion of the 
deficit has to be met by taxing the already over-burdened people of this 
province. It will also be necessary to enquire as to whether there are other 
sources of revenue which could be utilised for the piirpose of meeting this 
deficit if relief cannot be had from the Centre. As a matter of fact, we 
know that on account of the war xmrpose alone something to the tune of 
Bs. 5 to Bs. 6 crores is spent daily in India. Bengal Government wants 
only three days expenditure for the purpose of balancing the provincial 
deficit. I do not know if proper representations were made and I think 
that it is yet possible to induce the Central Government to provide the 
entire deficit either from its own exchequer or from the Exchequer of the 
United Kingdom. With these words, I support the motion for circulation. 


Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg 
to support the motion for circulation moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. My reason for supporting this motion is that the time-limit fixed in 


tliis motion is earlier than the other motion and if Government can secure 
public opinion by that time, they will be able to bring up the Bill for 
discussion in the next winter session. I have heard the speeches made 
by the previous speakers, including that of my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir 
who has conclusively shown that the deficit complained of by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is due mainly to war expenditure. And we all know that 
this war has been and is being fought out in the interest of the British 
Imperialism and not in the interest of India and so it is up to the Britivsh 
Government and the United Nations which are out to crush the Axis Powers 
to have their hegemony in this world and in the world affairs to contribute 
towards meeting our present deficit. They should, therefore, bear all the 
expenses. The budget which has shown such a huge deficit is not our 
own making and the Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of 
India, Sir Jeremy Baisman, said that Bengal with a revenue of Bs. 22 crores 
and a deficit of Bs. 17^ crores cannot be regarded as a deficit province, especi- 
ally when this deficit was due to extraordinary expenditure, namely, the 
famine and the measures of defence. So, it is proper on the part of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, and if he so chooses, with the help of the 
whole country including the Legislature to prevail upon the British Govern- 
ment to find out the money necessary for their defence, for the continuation 
of the war. If he does not do that, then the only epithet that can be 
applied to him and the Ministry will be that of an agent to the British 
Imperialism and nothing else. In these circumstances, I think it is not 
improper for us, the Opposition, to claim that the Bill should be circulated 
for eliciting opinion of the public at large. 


With these words, I support the motion. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Mr. President, Sir, I beg: 
to support the motion for circulation. Tbe Bill, as has been placed by the 
Hon^ble the Finance Minister, is intended to double the tax which is already 
in existence. The reasons given by the Hon’ble Minister seem to be the 
deficit in the Bengal Budget and one of the main reasons for the deficit has 
been stated to be famine relief and other causes. 

Now, Sir, it is really a feature peculiar to this House that it is called 
upon to vote money by a taxation Bill, but unfortunately this House has not 
got the right to really control the expenditure of the Government. That is 
a peculiar situation in which this House finds itself, but anyway that being 
the result of the Constitution Act, we cannot very much complain. We may 
say that when under these circumstances the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
wants the sanction of this House for additional grant of money by way of 
taxation Bill, I think he ought to be in a po-sition to satisfy this House as to 
the necessity for that measure. Merely saying that we are in deficit and you 
must pass this Bill for the purpose of putting us in ])ossession of more funds, 
is not suflScient. I think that the Hon’ble Minister should have stated 
before this House clearly giving facts and figures as to what was the ainounl^ 
that was collected from the sales tax that has been in force for some years 
and what was done with that money and why more money is necessary and 
on what ground this tax should be doubled. As has been shown by some of 
the honourable members, the tax has automatically doubled or more than 
doubled itself because the prices have gone up and by the tax which is 
calculated at the rate of one pice in the rupee you are actually getting for 
two years double or four times of what you expected. Then why do you 
come forward with another Bill doubling this tax? Having regard to the 
present economic situation it is unnecessary to bring forward a measure like 
this, because the incidence of the tax is such that without increasing the rate 
you are actually having more income from this 'Source. It has been already 
pointed out by honourable members that this deficit in the Bengal Govern- 
ment Budget is due mainly to causes on account of the war and that if this 
deficit is due to that cause, then it is not fair that additional taxation should 
be put upon the people of Bengal, and as has been well said by honourable 
members, we should look to other directions for help. With regard to famine 
relief which has been put forward very boldly by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister a-s if to enlist the sympathy of the House, I submit that he did not 
really inquire into the reasons for the famine. • It is not only war but 
mismanagement on the part of the Government and also various other 
causes for which Government are responsible which really brought about the 
famine, and the relief that you granted was nothing in comparison with the 
magnitude of the distress. I, therefore, submit that the situation does not 
justify the increase of the incidence of this tax, and that this is a fit case 
where the Bill should be circulated or else dropped. 

Rat Bahaduf KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I whole-heartedly 
support the amendment for circulation of the Bill. Sir, we have had quite 
a large number of taxation Bills since the introduction of Provincial Auto- 
nomy in Bengal, and every year during the Budget Session we are called 
upon to consider a Bill of this nature. It is proposed to make this additional 
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levy in order to provide more money for the purpose of meeting the budget 
deficit. Sir, if I remember aright, I raised the same objections on the last 
occasion when the Finance Bill was on the legislative anvil and I repeated 
the same arguments during the budget debate this year. I have no hesita- 
tion in further reiterating the arguments I adduced against a Bill of this 
character. Sir, the Ministry would have done well if instead of bringing 
forward a taxation measure of this kind, they had proposed retrenchment in 
the currnet expenditure of Grovernment. The administration of tht Govern- 
ment of Bengal has become top-heavy. We have been ovei-burdened with 
unjustifiable expenditure — expenditure which no civilised countiy in the 
world would have undertaken in similar conditions. Sir, look at the huge 
amount Government are spending on account of the salaries of the Hon'ble 
Ministers and their Parliamentary Secretaries. Formerly, there were only 
eight Ministers carrying on administration for IG months and now there are 
thirteen Ministers, thirteen Parliamentary Secretaries and a number of 
Whips to run the ministerial chariot. I do not think Government will be 
justified in embarking upon a legislation of this kind before mercilessly 
cutting down their own expenses. Sir, the problem of Bengal is a very 
peculiar one. It differs materially from that prevailing in the other 
provinces. Here in Bengal, millions of people have died of starvation and 
yet Government have not been able to devise means of rehabilitating the 
destitute and we do not know what fate awaits us in the near future. In 
these circumstances, the imposition of an additional burden upon a famished 
people would, I am afraid, prove to be the last -straw on the camel’s back. 
It may be argued that the masses of the population will not be affected by 
this measure. I join issue with those who hold this view. I am not 
advocating the cause of the rich. Those who are in affluent circumstances 
can well provide for their own luxuries. I am against any proposal which 
will adversely affect the poor. Take for example, the ordinary items which 
are required in connection with our daily life. For everything that a poor 
man will have to purchase, he will have to pay the vSales tax at double the 
rate which they have now been paying. That is a position which I do 
not think the Ministry will be justified in taking up. In these circumstances, 
I strongly oppose the Bill and favour its circulation for eliciting opinion 
thereon so as to enable the. outside public and the representative institutions 
in the country to express their views on the provi-sions of the Bill. Govern- 
ment should first ascertain the opinion of the ijublic before trying to have 
the Bill placed j)ermanently on the Statute Book. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question 

Mr, KADER BAkSH: Sir, I would like to speak a word or two 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You should have risen earlier. Now I am on my 
legs. 

Two motions have been moved regarding the circulation of the Bill : one 
l^y Mr. Haridas Mazumdar and the other by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Mr. Mazumdar’s motion refers to a later date and I shall, therefore, put that 
to vote first. If that motion is carried, the other one falls to the ground. 
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The question before the House is: that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpK)se of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1944. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 30th September, 
1944. 


The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYE8-15. 


Mr. Altai Ail. 

Rii Bahadur K. C. Banarjaa. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. G. Das. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jafpuria. 

Alhad] Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohammad Jan. 
Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Muiumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanobiih. 

Mr. R. Pal Ghaudhury. 

Ral Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduxzaman. 


Mr. Motbahuddin Ahmod. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Kador Bakih. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzomali Ghowdhury. 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Ghowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Glarko. 

Mr. 0. J. Cohon. 

Mrs. K. D'Roiario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 


NOES— 22. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoisaln. 

Mir Mohamoti Hoiiain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Moiia. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimoo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhletur Rahman. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tbe House lias divided. Ayes being 
15, and Noes being 22, the amendment is negatived. 

MPi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the month of May, 1944, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quoruni shall be four. 

Sir, &o far as my motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee 
is concerned, I think I have nothing more to add than what I stated when I 
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spoke on the motion for circulation of the Bill for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion which Government have turned down by means of a solid 
majority. Sir, I should like to point out that the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has stated that this Bill has been brought for the purpose of meeting the 
deficit. In reply to this I might say, Sir, that it is due to the maladminis- 
tration of the Ministry or rather the Government that this deficit has been 
brought about. By way of an illustration I may cite one example. For 
the procurement of crop this Ministry, I mean the Civil Supply Depart- 
ment of the Ministry, purchased through their agents paddy to the extent 
of 76,000 maunds or more and collected tliem in diiferent railway stations 
in Jessore. Sir, this huge quantity of paddy was lying there for months. 
The Ministi'y when confronted in the Lower House by Dr. Mookherjee 
replied that they could not secure wagons. Sir, on the 28th February the 
Railway Member replied in the Central Assembly to a question of Mr. K. C. 
Neogy which I am reading in toto, because that will give you the complete 
story. 

Mr. K. C, Neogy: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member for 
Raliways been drawn to recent discussions in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
in which reference was made to the fact that about two lakh maunds of paddy 
had been left at different stations of the Sealdah-Khulna section of the 
Bengal and Assam Railway, for months together, without being transported 
by the railway, that the paddy was left in most cases on the open platform, 
and that it had deteriorated very considerably and become unfit for human 
consumption ? 

(b) Does the Hon’ble Member propose to make a detailed statement 
explaining the situation so far as it may be known to the railway authorities 
for this state of affairs? 

(c) Have the transport facilities offered by railways for the movement 
of foodgrains within the province of Bengal been sufficient for the purpose of 
coping with the situation, in point of wagon space and promptitude? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member in a position to state the approximate quantity 

of foodgrains that has been moved by railways between different stations 
within the province of Bengal, for the consumption of the civil population, 
during the year 1943? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you cannot indirectly move your 
adjournment motion in this way. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; No, Sir, I am not doing that. I am 
only pointing out the maladministration of this Ministry. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The House is not discussing the question of mal- 
administration here. The Finance Sales Tax Bill is now before the House; 
so you must confine yourself to the proposal for reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; I am only pointing out, Sir, how things 
are done by these irresponsible Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I cannot argue with you. That is my ruling. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am only pointing out that th« 
provision of the Bill requires thorough examination, and the maladministration 
on the part of Ghovernment which has brought on this state of affairs and 
all such things should be kept in view. That is Iny position. And in the 
reply the Railway Member of the Government of India says that the move* 
ment of foodgrains in Bengal is arranged in accordance with the programmes 
prepared by the Bengal Government and this paddy was not included in 
these programmes. This conclusively shows that 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: May I again draw your attention, Mr. Mazumdar, to 
the motion now under consideration? Will you please take your seat? 
Your motion is for referring the Bill to a Select Committee. Please, there- 
fore, confine your arguments to that point. You should not travel beyond 

that. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, one word. This Bill seeks to raise 
money. The Hon’ble Minister wants to raise money by this Bill. 
Mr. Mazumdar’ s point is that if the Government had not lost so much paddy 
and incurred a great loss thereby, this particular Bill might not have been 
necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The explanation is very ingenious, I must say, but 
not a correct one. (Liiughter. ) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In support of this motion I have only one 
point to add, namely, that in all the Legislatures of the civilised world 
taxation proposals are never rushed through, as they are being rushed through 
by the Bengal Government without giving the people a fair chance of 
discussing them. The pros and cons of the Bill cannot be discussed on the 
floor of the House; therefore I want it to be referred to a Select Committee 
of the whole Chamber or to a Select Committee in the ordinary sense. And 
the folly of discussing Bills on the floor of the House in haste has been very 
recently amply demonstrated in connection with the Ijand Alienation 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill. It had been all along the practice and con- 
vention to refer such taxation proposals to a Select Committee of the 
Legislature where the representatives of the people could discuss them freely 
in a freer atmosphere than in an ordinary open sitting of the Legislature. In 
this connection, I cannot but mention that in the House of Commons even 
all budget proposals, both for taxation as well as for expenses, are scrutinised 
by the House sitting as a Committee of the whole House and after discussing 
the proposals in such a committee the proposals are brought forward as 
resolutions before the open House at the next stage for being again discussed 
and voted upon. Here also I have raised that point as to why taxation 
proposals are brought in in piecemeal fashion and not in the shape of an 
Annual Finance Bill. The disadvantage of such piecemeal taxation is 
that it prevents the members from discussing the whole administration, 
I think that if we discuss the whole administration once again on the motion 
for the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee, you, Sir, as the custodian 
of tj^e rights and privileges of the House will preclude us from voicing our 
grievances on the ground that our discussion must be confined to the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it that yon say, Mr. MaztimdarP 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I* was pointing out that questions of 
administrative efficiency and maladministration on the part of the Govern- 
ment must be also brought in in connecti^-r^ with the discussion of this Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I would suggest that you confine your observations 
to the provisions of the Bill only. These remarks would have been quite 
pertinent in connection with your first amendment to the motion, that the 
Bill be taken into consideration. Now we are discussing a specific proposal, 
viz., that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. So I suggest that you 
should confine your remarks entirely to that point. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. My argument is that 
since the Bill is not going to the country for circulation and though the 
Lower House has got the right 

Mr, PRESIDENT: There is no distinction between this House and the 
other House in respect of Finance Bills. You have as much right to vote 
upon them as the other House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The entire administrative activity of the 
Government cannot be criticised in dealing with a Bill of tliis nature. In 
the case of a Finance Bill it would have been possible for us to do so : 
that is my point. To my mind the very valued right of expressing the 
grievances of the people before the imi)osition of the taxes is being taken 
away by this indirect method of bringing such taxation proposals 8ei)arately. 
Therefore, Sir, considering all these factors I feel that this House and the 
Government will be well advised to refer this Bill to a Select Committee 
with instructions to submit their report by the month of May or if necessary 
even earlier I do not mind. Unless we are allowed to have a Select Com- 
mittee in order to go through the Bill, clause by clause, we will not take 
any responsibility for the passage of this Bill. It affects the consumers — 
not only rich men but the ordinaiy people of the street, because even the 
exemption that was provided for in the Bill will bo taken away with regard 
to the hand loom goods. With these words, I appeal to the honourable 
members of the House to consider these points before they turn down our 
proposal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think all the amendments for reference of the Bill 
to a Select Committee should be first moved. I would call upon Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das to move his amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you not put the motion of Mr. Hari- 
das Mazumdar to vote first. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I shall read out all the motions together after all the 
amendments have been moved. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Commit- 
tee consisting of — 

the Hon^ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
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Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.k., 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Baneree, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mrs. Labanyaprubha Dutt, and * 

the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the SJst March, 1944, and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be four. 

Sir, the difference between my motion and that moved by my friend 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar is in respect of some of the names of the members 
and also in respect of the period of time within which the report should 
be submitted. In the first motion the period of time by which the report 
should be submitted is May, 1944, and I have laid down 31st March as the 
date by which the report would have to be submitted. My point is that 
enough time will be left during the current session for the Government to go 
through the Bill. If they like they may be able to scrutinise it this session and 
then bring it before the House. Then, Sir, although the provisions of the 
Bill apparently are not too many — they are few in number — tliey contain 
provisions which require to be thoroughly scrutinised. This cannot be done 
on the floor of this House : we cannot convince each other by argument on 
the floor of the House — particularly in the case of a taxation bill. In the 
cool atmosphere of a Select Committee there is room for argument and for 
placing one’s view-points with the chance of convincing the members of the 
other side and bringing them to agree 1o the views expressed by the 
Opposition. There is every chance of some of the amendments being- 
accepted and in the cool atmosphere of a Select Committee suggestions may 
be considered just to improve the Bill so that the Bill even though it be a 
taxation measure may not weigh heavily upon the poor people of Bengal, 
particularly at a time of stress and difficulty through which the people have 
passed and are still passing, I mean the famine condition. The people have 
been very hard hit by famine. The various points of view may be coolly 
considered by the members and though the Bill proposes to double the tax, a 
via media can be arrived at. It may well be that Government may agree 
with the Opposition and fix a rate somewhere between one pice and two 
pice which would be a great relief to the poor. We might think of excluding 
tax on handloom and home-spun clothes and other things. All these things 
could be coolly considered in the Select Committee. 

With these words, I move that this Bill be referred to the Select 
Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, may I, at this 
stage, just say a few words? This is a very simple measure. It does not 
require consideration by a Select Committee. The chief purpose of the 
Bill is to fix the rate of the tax. Finance Bills usually are not referred to 
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a Select Committee. I repeat the chief and perhaps the only purpose of 
the Bill is to fix the rate of the tax. That is why I must oppose any 
motion 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS": On a point of order, Sir. I think the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister was not in order to rise up and make a speech 
before you actually put the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps he was trying to explain the Government 
attitude. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that ihe Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakravarti, 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

Mr. P. W. N. Ferguson, 

Khan Baha<lur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

Mr. Abdul Latif, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mrs. Labanyapix>bha Dutt, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Now, Sir, in a way I am thankful for the intervention which the Ilon’ble 
the Finance Minister made in a somewhat informal manner just after the 
jspeech of my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Because that gave 
us an inkling into the mind of the Government with regard to this Bill. 
Government look at this measure from a purely mechanical and administra- 
tive point of view. They have failed to recognise the economic background 
in which the Bill is being brought forward today. They have failed to 
realise the implications in terms of human suffering, in terms of the burden 
which this Bill may actually bring upon the poor struggling people. 
Their attitude, as sfated by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, is simply this: 
there has been a deficit and here is a machinery for reducing the deficit. 
They feel no necessity for considering this Bill coolly or deliberating over its 
implications but desire simply to hurry it through the Legislature as th^e 
is a majority behind the Government. That seems to be in short the attitude 
of the Government. That also perhaps explains why when the ^notions for 
circulation were being considered in this House, the Hon’ble Minister did 
not consider it necessary to meet any of the objections which had been raised. 

I was rather surprised, I must confess, that in view of the arguments 
which were advanced, not a single statement was made on behalf of Govern- 
ment. Perhaps the reason was that Government themselves felt that they 
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had no arguments, they had simply their votes. That was the attitude 
which led the Government not to reply to the debate in the case of the 
motions for circulation. That will presumably be the attitude of Government 
in the case of the motions for Select Committee which are being considered. 
But we, Sir, have a duty in this matter. It shall be our endeavour to try 
to force the Government to realise the implications of this Bill. Certain 
references were made by my honourable friend Mr. Haridas Maziirndar to 
incidents which happened in the railway stations of Jessore. I am afraid 
my friend could not probably state his point clearly. The argument which 
he had in mind was that here is a Government which hurries through 
measures, and which takes steps precipitately and which does not 
consider all the implications of a particular issue. Here is a Bill 
which has been brought but which lias neither been circulated for 
eliciting opinion thereon nor has it been sent to a Select Committee of 
either House of the Legislature, or in other words, here is a Government 
trying to force through this Bill at as rapid a pace as possible. Mr. Mazum- 
dar has given another case where also this Government acted precipitately 
by purchasing a huge amount of avs paddy without making proper 
arrangements for their distribution or storage or transport and landed 
the province into a huge deficit on account of the loss incurred in that tran- 
saction. The relevancy of that example lies precisely in the fact that the avs 
crop was also purchased without making any previous preparation. Without 
making proper arrangements for storage and without making any arrange- 
ments for transport, the Government hurriedly purchased the crop and then 
tried to put forward a lame excuse that the Government of India did not 
provide transport. This has been refuted by the Government of India w)io 
have said that the Provincial Government did not make any recpiisition for 
transport. The result is that the whole country and the whole province was 
landed into a huge deficit. It is the remembrance of this experience which 
led my honourable friend to move that we should actually consider the Bill 
on its merits and examine all the implications before we accept the Bill. 

I quite admit. Sir, that to move a motion for a Select Committee is to 
accept the principle of the Bill, and in a way we are constrained to do that. 
We have tried our best in the circulation motion not to accept the principle 
of the Bills but here we accept the principle of the Bill, though it is a quali- 
fied accejdance and not an absolute acceptance. It is an acceptance subject 
to the condition that the Select Committee may make in the Bill such changes 
as will be regarded necessary. We have also through amendments tried to 
make certain changes in the structure and in the general incidence of the 
proposed tax. In the former Bill which this new Bill seeks to replace we find 
tkat handloom goods were exempted, but the present Bill has included hand- 
loom cloths also among other textile commodities which are to be taxed. 
Now, it is our expectation that in the Select Committee we shall be able to 
persuade the Honhle Finance Minister to exempt all handloom goods. They 
ought to be excluded from the operation of the Bill for more reasons than 
one. There is no doubt that handloom cloth is often used by people whose 
incomes are not very high. There may also be a class who use handloom 
goods of fine texture. There is a demand for such better type of handloom 
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clotli. Fine cloth is one of the crafts af our country which is going to be 
destroyed but which can and ought to be revived. During this period of 
revival, when it has not come back to its former strength, it requires some 
sort of protection and therefore special consideration in the case of the 
handloom cloth would be justified on the ground of protecting an industry 
which employs a very large number of poor persons in the rural areas. It is 
after all a cottage industry and in addition exemplifies one of the finest 
crafts that have flourished in this part of the world. 

Then, Sir, I come to the actual incidence of the tax, that is, the rate at 
which the tax will he levied. The Hon’ble Minister says that it is merely a 
question of fixing a mte. It was formerly a quarter of an anna and now 
Government seek to make it half an anna. But they take no account of the 
fact that different rates might be put on dift'erent types of articles. Reference 
of a Bill to a Select Ctmmittee gives an opportunity to the Government as 
well as to the Opposition to come together and fliscuss and arrive at an 
agreed settlement. In the House we talk across barriers and this physical 
fact of talking across bairiers sometimes has a ])sychological repercussion. 
Suggestions made from one side of the House do not meet with the considera- 
tion from the other side which on their merits they deserve. You yourself, 
Sir, know very well how in Select Committee this sort of psychological 
barrier between the two sides of the House disappears. In the Select 
Committee, discussion is much more informal than in the open House ; there 
is an atmosphere of give-and-take and a desire to consider the suggestions 
on either side. In our experience we have found th<it in the Select Committee 
the members of the Opposition as well as Government pull their weight 
togetlier and co-operate and make a much better Bill than is the case when 
a Bill is discussed on the floor of tlu3 House. 

Again, Sir, you will perhaps remember the inijjasse to which Govern- 
ment were brought simply bec^a-use they tried to force through this House 
another Bill without previous consideration. I refer to the Bill pending 
consideration the day after tomorrow, 1 mean the Bill for restoring land 
sold by cultivators during the famine last year. There, the Government 
proceeded with the Bill and a peculiar situation was created. The position 
was that even if the Government wanted to refer it to a Select Committee, 
they could not do so because steps in the matter had been finally taken. 
Government’s supjwrters also stood helpless. They could not refer it to a 
Select Committee nor even to a committee of the whole House, with the 
result that the whole Bill has had to be postponed. Tins has taken a longer 
period than would have been the case if the Bill had been first referred to a 
Select Committee, These are some of the considerations, Sir, for referring 
the Bill to a Select Committee. There have been cases where in Select 
Committee we liave been able to come tc agreed settlements. Once there are 
agreed settlements, the Bill goes through much more quickly in the House 
than is the case where there have been no Select Committees and no agree- 
ment between the different sides of the House and where the Government 
simply in virtue of the fact that they have a majority try to rush through 
the Bill as rapidly as possible. And the Opposition owe a duty to themselves 
and to their constituencies to prevent such precipitate progress of such 
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measures. It is their duty to see that nothing is done in haste which may 
compel repentance at leisure. The Opposition will certainly try that the 
Government simply in virtue of their majority do not override their sugges- 
tions and desires. In such cases, they must oppose and fight the Govern- 
ment at every step. Government may remember the way in which they 
tried to hurry through another measure, when they tried to pilot through 
the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill We fought at every step for improv- 
ing the Bill. The Opposition would naturally take up this attitude if 
Government’s attitude does not change. Look at the amendments, Sir, that 
were moved today, the very relevant and valid arguments that were 
advanced in connection with the motions for circulation. The Opposition was 
prepared to support the Government if they made a demand to the Central 
Government or the Government of the United Kingdom for grants of money 
whereby the deficit might be met. Presumably, Government had made up 
their minds that they wanted to tax the people, to extract the last pound of 
flesh from the poor people of Bengal, to place the last straw on the camel’s 
back. They went on in their own way and in their anxiety to justify 
themselves before some other authorities, they did not even care to reply to 
any of the arguments advanced by the Opposition. 

That, I submit, is the issue before the House on the Select Committee 
motion. In spite of the fact that the Bill is unwelcome, in spite of the fact 
that we do not consider that the Bill is necessary at the present stege, in 
spite of the fact tliat we hold that the Government should have gone to the 
Centre for moneys which they seek to raise from this particular Act; in spite 
of all these factors, the Opposition has extended its hand of co-operation in 
the motion for Select Committee. The motion for Select Committee is a 
conditional acceptance of the principle of the Bill. In spite of tlie fact that 
the Opposition dislike the Bill, they have agreed to a conditional acceptance 
of the Bill and extended their hands of co-operation. It now lies with the 
Government whether they will accept the hands of co-operation or simply 
force through the Bill by virtue of the majority that they have in thk House. 
With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Miaister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Khan Bahadur M. A, Momin, c.i.E., 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy, 

Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman, 
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Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhnry, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 20th March, 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necesary to constitute a 
quorum shall be live. 

Sir, I do not think the Hon’ble the Pinance Minister is^ right when he 
saj^s that the Finance Bill cannot be referred to a Select Committee. (The 
Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswamt : I did not say cannot be referred.) 
If my memory serves me right 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Rai Bahadur, the Hon’ble Minister did not say 
“cannot be referred.” He said it is not done usually. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, when the original 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill was introduced in 1941, it was referred to 
a Select Committee to scrutinise its provisions with a view to improvement. 
Section 2 of the present Bill provides for enhancement of the rate of tax 
from one-quarter to one-half anna. In the Select Committee some sort of 
an agreed settlement may be arrived at and Government maj yield on certain 
vital points, namely, redu(;tion of the rate from six pies to 4i pies in the 
rupee or even to a loVer figure. With regard to clause (h) in which three 
per centum has been provided in place of one per centum, there may be a 
via media as a result of deliberations in the Select Committee meetings. It 
is not my intention to delay the passage of the Bill and so T want the 20th 
March to be fixed as the last date for the submission of the Select Committee’s 
report. What I want is that the Bill be considered dispassionately by the 
members of the Select Committee, because it is not possible for a House of 
63 memibers to discuss and come to a decision on the controversial points. 

I do not think I need further dilate upon the points after what was said by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir and others who preceded me. As I have already 
stated, the Government should accept the motion because, as Mr. Humayun 
Kabir has pointed out, we have conditionally accepted the principle of the 
Bill : with regard to details, these may be settled by discussion in the Select 
Committee. Although we hold different views with regard to some of 
the provisions of the Bill, we are prepared to accept it provided that Govern- 
ment agree to its reference to a Select Committee. I hope, therefore, that 
the Hon’blc Finance Minister will have no liesitation in accepting the propo- 
sition. With these words, I commend my motion to the acce])tance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bill be referred to a 8(dect 
Committee consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

Mr. Humayun Kabir, 
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Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, * 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.E., 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the month of May, 1944, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Motion moved : That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Eai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, and 
the mover, 

with instriictions to submit their report by the Slst March, 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Motion moved : That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan, 

Mr. Abdul Latif, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the Slst March, 1944, and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be four. 



Motion moved : That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Khan Bahadur M. A Momin, c.i.e., 

Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy, 

Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman, 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 20th March, 1944, and that 
the number of members who-se presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Further discussion on these motions will be taken up tomorrow. 

The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. tomorrow, the 14th March. 1944. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Tuesday, the 14th March, 1944. 



476 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[13th March, 1944.] 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 13tb 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Kliaii Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Siiltanuddiii Ahmed. 

(6) Miri. Labanyajjrobha Dutt. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Diitta. 

(8) Mr. 11. W. N. Ferguson. 

(9) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(10) Maulana Mohammad Akrum Khan 

(11) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(12) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(13) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. R, S. PuTssell. 

(15) Mr. B. K. Roy Choudhury. 

(10) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 22. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 14th March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being the 
twenty-second day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62(^)((i) of the Grovemment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.), was 
in the Chair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questions were held up yesterday on the under- 
standing that they would be answered todaj^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am almost sure that he was expected to come in time, but I am afraid he 
is detained in the Government House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I also rose on a point of privilege 
yesterday in which the Hon’ble Supply Minister Mr. Suhrawardy is con- 
cerned, but he is absent today, also. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, let me finish the questions first. 
We know that he is absent. It is a physical fact. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will the Hon’ble Leader of the House kindly 
request his colleague to attend this House tomorrow.® I believe these ques- 
tions cannot be answered either by the Parliamentary Secretary or by 
yourself. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, Sir, I do not think so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then kindly make some arrangements with him so 
that the questions are answered tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 believe it was to meet the 
convenience of the Hon’ble Ministers that the time was changed from 
2-15 p.m. to 1 p.m. Now, if they cannot come at 1 p.m., then the time 
may be changed again to 2-15 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy 
will be coming tomorrow. I express regret on his behalf. Under extra- 
ordinary circumstances he is detained in the Government House for work 
yfith. His Excellency the Governor. I Hope the House will kindly excuse 

kim. 
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The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we shall take up the aiueiidinents to the 
motion that the Bill be taken into consideration. There are four amend- 
ments : one by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, another by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 
the next by Mr. Humayun Kabir and the last by Eai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Baiierjee. They are now open to discussion. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, I rise to oppose the amendments and support 
the motion for consideration. This is a very simple Bill containing only 
two clauses. The honourable members have already tabled amendments 
to the clauses of the Bill and no useful purpose will be served by referring 
the Bill to a Select Committee. It will be only waste of time and waste 
of money if we refer it to a Select Committee. The honourable members 
can move their amendments when the Bill will be considered, clause by 
clause. 

As regards the bigger question which has been raised in the House that 
instead of imposing additional burden on the already over-burdened people 
of Bengal, Government should have approached the Central Government for 
funds, I say that we have all read in the papers what the Hon’ble Finance 
Member’s reply to Bengal Government’s demand for subvention is. And 
we know that Bengal has tried her utmost in the past to get full justice 
for her claims. But if the Centre is callous and refuses to help Bengal to 
the extent that she requires, what is the remedy left to her? Is it not, 
therefore, the duty of Bengal to put her house in order to prepare herself 
for the next stage: I mean, rehabilitating those who have survived thi& 
terrible famine? A scheme is under preparation and it will require a great 
deal of money; that is why money is so badly needed. I think the 
money which has been spent by Government has been spent on saving the 
nation. Money is required for the rehabilitation of those unfortunate people 
to their former callings and professions. Taking that view I think that 
this taxation is a very very desirable thing at this time in Bengal. I 
think, therefore, that we will have to swallow this pill however bitter and 
adjust our house. Sir, nothing is so much repugnant to the oriental 
mind as taxation or an increase of taxation by even a single pie. 
From my experience as Chairman of a Bengal Municipality for more than 
a decade, I can say that if you impose additional taxation even to the extent 
of a single pie, there will be a hue and cry. 8o, Sir, it is natural that 
there will be opposition to a taxation measure like this ; but in considera- 
tion of the imperative necessity for more money I think Government is 
justified in bringing this Bill and asking for more money. With these 
few words, I support the motion for consideration of the Bill and oppose 
all the motions for referring the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to oppose the motions 
for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, and that for several reasons. 
After the motions for circulation have been lost, I think these motions have 
got absolutely no legs to stand upon. There would have been some meaning 
in the motions for circulation with a view to elicit public opinion; but after 
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those motions have fallen through, I do not think these Select Committee 
motions have any justification for support at all. My friends of the Oppo- 
sition admit that Bengal has been passing through a most critical time of 
it, — and why Bengal alone? The entire world has been passing through 
a most critical period on account of the devastating global war. There can 
be no denying this, Sir, and I think this simple fact is understood very well 
by every section of the people, — w^hether politicians, non-politicians, 
maltarajas , or rajas or prajas. That being so, it would be readily agreed to 
by them that recourse has got to be had to taxation measures not only to 
run the administration but to maintain the people in the very difficult situa- 
tion through which they are passing. There has been a famine, and the 
aftermath of that famine is still lingering in Bengal ; there have been 
other vicissitudes and freaks of Nature, viz., floods, cyclone, epidemics, etc. 
Government, be it said to their credit, have done everything possible under 
the circumstances. Now, Sir, one question was raised yesterday and that 
is that when the province is practically in the thick of the war, the Central 
Government should take the responsibility for meeting the abnormal 
expenses it is being called upon to incur incidental thereto. But, Sir, is 
not Bengal a part of the Indian Empire? Is Bengal outside the scope 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You may now discuss the question generally as to 
whether the Bill should be sent to the Select Committee or not and try 
to confine your argument to that point. 


Mr. KADER BAK8H: All right, Sir. By sending the Bill to Select 
Committee no useful purpose will be served, because it will cause delay. 
If you want to do some good to the people in their present plight, some 
sort of taxation must be borne by the people. If > ou want to relieve the 
distress of the people, you will have to face some taxation — it is inevitable. 
The entire burden cannot be borne by the Central Government, certain por- 
tion of the burden must be borne by Bengal. 8o this taxation measure is 
necessary and when it is necessary what is the use of causing delay by 
sending it to a Select Committee — tliat is my point. The argument was 
put forward that in the Select Committee better decision could be arrived 
at. Why not treat the wdiole House as a committee and consider the ques- 
tion? We can as representatives of the entire population of Bengal — the 
elected representatives of the people — come to a decision in this matter on 
the floor of the House. Then why go to a Select Committee? There is 
nothing illegal or illogical in it. What prevents you from considering the 
question on the floor of the House? 


I again submit that this taxation measure is meant to relieve the dis- 
tress of the people of the province. This tax will not hit the poor people: 
it is for their relief. It may touch men like my friend Mr. ChakraVerti 
and big people who come here with costly dJwtis and costly suits — it is men 
like them, who are well able to pay, w^ho will be touched by this tax. If 
Mr. Chakraverti wants a suit or two, he will have to pay extra to: that 
is the position, li I can afford to purchase a pair of sandal for Ks. 5, l 
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think I can as well pay 10 pice more towards the relief of distress — not for 
my own purpose — not for rich people hut for relieving those who are in need 
of it. 

Sir, everybody, Mr. Jaipuria and other Purias, have made huge profits. 
Wlienever people gather near the Stock Exchange you will hear them speak- 
ing in terms of lakhs and crores of rupees. They have earned these profits 
either as Paddy Purchasing Agents or through some other contracts 

Mr*. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Kader Baksh, I would request 
you to avoid personal references. Why can't you confine your arguments 
to the question before the House. As an old member of this House you 
should realise that such references should be avoided. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: I beg your pardon, Sir. All right, I shall 
speak generally. Sir, majority of the people who are in the business line 
have earned profits which were beyond their expectation. Sir, if the 
country is now not in a position to bear the burden, the country will not 
be able to bear it after the war. (Mr. Shrish Chanpr^ Chakraverti : 
Sir, how long will he be allowed to go on rambling in this way ?) 
(Mr. Eanajit Pal Chowdhury : Js he consistent, Sir?) It may not 
appear to be consistent because my remarks are pinching you. This Bill 
has been designed to provide funds for helping the poor people who are in 
need of it today. Government has come with this generous taxation 
measure which is only 2 pice in the rupee. We have been subjected to 
various sorts of taxes, directly or indirectly, and we have borne them 
ungrudingly. I support the motion for the consideration of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Six, it was not with little surprise that I listened to the speeches of the 
members of the Opposition. Almost all the members opposed the very idea 
of taxation (Mr. Humayun Kauir : At this time) yes, at this time. They 
consider the time inopportune for a taxation measure; but. Sir, I should 
aay if this is not the time for taxation, there cannot be a better time for 
taxation. The people are dying for want of succour and this tax is being 
raised to save their lives. 

I say, Sir, that we are following the principle of democracy 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. Sir. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister speaking on the motion before the House or on the general 
principle of democracy? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has just started, and he is developing his argu- 
ment. Go on Khan Bahadur. 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIM; 

What is the principle of democracy? In a democratic country, they tax 
people who are capable of paying it and at the same time they reduce 
the burden of those who are incapable of paying any tax. We are also 
following the same principle here. Hitherto the Act which is in existence, 
I mean the existing Act, had imposed burden even on the shoulders of the 
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poor people by not exempting from the tax the poor men’s cloth, I myself 
had pressed very hard for excluding the coarse cloth from the operation of 
the Act but failed to prevail upon the then authorities. But in this Bill 
exemption has been given to poor men’s cloth, whereas the richer people 
who can afford to pay and who wear finer cloths will have to pay the tax 
at a doubled rate. The principle of reducing the burden on the shoulders 
of the poorer people and placing it on the shoulders of the people who 
are better able to bear it has been applied. So here the principle of demo- 
cracy has been applied in the true sense of the word. Therefore, how 
can any responsible member of this House oppose a taxation measure of this 
kind at this moment when our people are dying for succour? We cannot 
understand it. Sir, I most emphatically say that this is the time when we 
must take up a taxation measure in order to realise money from the richer 
class of people for helping the poorer classes who are crying for succour. 

Then, Sir, there is another point. It is said that this measure is harsh. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. He has 
advanced his principle of democracy too long, I should think. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, you better come back to the point. 

The Han’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, it is urged by the Opposition that if this Bill is sent to a Select Com- 
mittee, its harsh provisions may be smoothed down. But I say that it is 
not a harsh measure at all, because indirect tax is the best form of taxation, 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I rise on a point of 
order. The Hon’ble Minister is again dilating on the principle of taxation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us hear him. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, if I am interrupted in this way, I think I should not make any speech 
at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Opposition members by moving their amend- 
ments for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, have accepted the 
principle of the Bill indirectly. They want you to smooth down the provi- 
sion of the Bill by referring it to a Select Committee. That is their point, 
and you should try to reply to their proposal. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I think my speech will be quite relevant if I touch only the point in regard 
to the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee. Sir, the honourable 
members opposite are of the opinion that the measure is harsh and so they 
want it to be referred to a Select Committee for the purpose of smoothing 
down its harshness. But, I say that the Bill as it stands at present does 
not require to be smoothed down, as it seeks to remove the burden from 
the poorer people and place it on the shoulders of the richer people. This 
is the best form of taxation, and such taxation is also prevalent in European 
countries. As I said before, the present Bill is a definite improvement 



in the Bill. I do not know what improvement can be effected in the 
Select Committee. There are only two points in the Bill, namely, that 
the tax is going to be doubled, and the other point is that the poor man’s 
cloth is going to be excluded from taxation. Well, if the Opposition does 
not want to exclude poor man’s cloth from the scope of the Bill, they can 
easily make that suggestion on the floor of the House 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: On a point df 
information, Sir. Does the poor man require cloth only, or dal, hhat also? 
Does the poor man not require medicines for his life? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Not only the poor man's cloth is going to be exempted, but all articles of 
food which he requires have also been excluded. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, you need not necessarily yield to 
these points of information. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Thank you, Sir. All absolute necessities of life have been exempted; 
practically all the food articles have been exempted. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Medicines at this 
time are also one of the principal necessities of life. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think, therefore, that there is no room for any improvement even it the 
Bill goes to a Select Committee. If the Opposition want to put in one or 
two amendments, they can do so on the floor of the House. We may 
discuss them here and put them to vote and finally decide the matter. I 
may also say that this is a taxation measure which the ri(‘her people can 
well afford to pay. It also takes the burden oft' the shoulders of the poor 
on account of their cloth. In this view^ of the matter, I think there is no 
necessity at all for sending the Bill to a Select Committee; all these matters 
can be settled here on the floor of the House. With these words, I oppose 
the motions for referring the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mfi BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: With reference to the 
motions that have been moved for referring the Tfill to a Select Committee, 
I would like to say a few words. As I was listening to the honourable 
member who spoke immediately before me, I mean the Honourable the 
Leader of the House, and also Mr. Kader Baksh, I thought that they were 
not opposing the motion for a Select Committee but that they were rather 
speaking in support of the motion. What is it they were saying? As a 
matter of fact, they did not know their brief and they were speaking in 
a tone which unwittingly led them to speak in support of the motion rather 
than oppose the motions before the House. (Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Saiykd MuAZZAMunnrN Hosain: Certainly, not I.) Sir, the Honourable 
the Leader of the House is whispering out that he was not supporting the 
motion for Select Committee, but I will show how he was actually doing so. 



1944.] FINANCE AMENDMENT BILL. 483 

He spoke in a strain which I think was sincere when he was speaking that 
he really wanted that the poor should have relief from the burden of 
taxation and that the tax should fall only on the rich who are well able 
to bear it. It is for the purpose of seeing that the poor are relieved of 
the burden of this taxation and that it may fall only on the rich that this 
side of the House has moved the Select Committee motions. Now, Sir, we 
have a bitter experience of rushing through Bills in this House during 
the last few days. I need not remind honourable members as to what 
difficulty we had in dealing with the Land Alienation Bill. It has had 
to be brought up and sent back several times in order that the defects 
might be improved. And yet Government would not agree to a Select 
Committee. As a matter of fact, if Government had agreed to a Select 
Committee in respect of that Bill on the first occasion, then possibly all 
difficulty would have been removed and the Bill would have been passed 
by the House by now. They have, therefore, wasted the valuable time of 
the House by two or three adjournments in order that the Bill might come 
out again in a more presentable shape for the consideration of the House. 
The motions for sending the Bill to a Select Committee have no other 
object in view except to frame the Bill in such a way as would really 
achieve the objects enunciated by the Honourable the Leader of the House, 
I mean the Minister in charge of Agriculture, and Mr. Kader Baksh, 
who spoke on behalf of Government. 

Sir, in considering this motion for Select Committee, I would refer to a 
particular fact for the consideration of the members of the House, especially 
of the members who are sitting to my left — I mean the European members. 
What is the object of sending a Bill to the Select Committee? In the 
Sele(*t Committee, across the table we can discuss various matters and in 
the course of discussion many things could be set right and many defects 
could be removed which it is not possible to do on the floor of the House, 
us certain formalities have to be observed here in dealing with our amend- 
ments. After Select Committee the Bill could be placed before the House 
in a more presentable form and it could then be passed without any 
controversy. In support of this contention, I will illustrate one or two 
points which show how the object of the Bill has not been attained. In 
the Schedule the Hon’ble Minister has provided that dhotis, lungis and 
saris be exempted and the Provincial Government has been authorised to 
fix the price-limit. But if w^e look to the main Act itself, we find that in 
one important item, I mean item 16 — handloom-woven cloth has been 
exempted. So far as the Schedule to the main Act is concerned, handloom 
cloths have been exempted when sold by a dealer who does not sell any 
■other kind of cloth. But I think most of the members are not aware, that 
there are very fine counts of handloom cloths, counts 80, 90, 100 and 150, 
and the cloths woven with those counts are sold for Bs. 100, 200 and even 
Es. 1,500. Under that provision these cloths which can only be purchased 
by the rich people, are exempt from taxation; so there is the loophole. 
The High Court was moved to see as to whether these articles could be 
exempted and they are of the opinion that under the provision of the Act 
they should be exempted. You are exempting those who are able to pay 
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in respect of one article and including the poor people in respect of certain 
other articles. All these defects could be remedied in the Select Committee. 
After all, what does the motion for reference to Select Committee want? 
It wants that their report be placed before the House by the 20th March; 
it only asks for 8 days for deliberation in the Select Committee of the 
various clauses. If we can come to a settlement in these eight days, the 
Bill will be passed in much less time than if it is considered clause by 
clause on the floor of the House. So I appeal to the members of the House 
and to the Government not to oppose this motion for Select Committee. 

I hope they will support Eai Bahadur’s motion for sending the Bill to a 
Select Committee to submit a report by the 20th March, 1944. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY; Mr. President, Sir, the honour* 
able members have not adduced any evidence or any arguments in support 
of the motion for Select Committee. They have not said why this Bill 
should go to the Select Committee. This Bill is practically a one-clause 
Bill and the only controversy is whether the existing tax of quarter of an- 
anna in one case and certain percentage in another case shall be increased 
or not. They have not put forward any arguments whatsoever. They gave 
long and learned lectures over this. Mr. Mazumdar, Mr. Mukherjee and 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, every one of them has in fact referred for their 

argument to another Bill which is of a more complicated nature. 

Mr. Huhayun Kabir was lamenting over his proposal to refer that Bill to 
the Select Committee, — but that is dead now. In fact, most of his speech 
was the lamentation for this lost child of his. He says the poor men require 
protection and we are also saying that because we want to help the poor 
men, this Bill has to be passed. Government’s proposal is to help these 
poor men to the tune of Es. 10 crores a year. We are only taxing the rich 
and helping the poor who require money immediately. The honour- 
able members of the Opposition are trying to withhold the money. 
They are standing in the way of Government to help the poor. 
Government have a deficit. They must meet the deficit and at the 

same time feed the poor, hungry and starving people. They must 

give medicine to the poor people who are dying for want of medicine and 
doctors. The honourable members of the Opposition say there is no 
money. But they won’t help us to find it. 

Then as regards the handloom industry. They say that this Bill will 
kill it. But that is not so. 1 submit. Sir, that one of the well recognised 
way of helping an industry and to protect it is to give it direct help. 
Government have got a scheme whereby they want to give substantial help 
to the handloom industry directly. And for this also the Government needs 
money, — a large amount of money is necessary — and therefore if this money 
is prevented from being raised, how can the Government help the industry? 
It had been provided in the existing Act that a dealer or a trader who deals 
exclusively with handloom-made cloths and other handloom-made articles 
shall be exempted from this tax. But, Sir, there are very few shops which 
deal exclusively with these handloom-made cloths. Only, I think, some 
co-operative societies deal with such cloths and there are very few societies 
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of that nature. (Eai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Baneejee: Considerable 
number of shops.) My friend says that there are considerable number of 
such shops: I think his knowledge is limited only to the city of Daccay 
but I also know something of Dacca and I can say that out of 30 shops 
you will perhaps get only one shop which can be said to sell exclusiveljr 
handloom products. The Hon’ble Finance Minister will be able to say 
whether there has been an extensive list of excluded shops from the opera- 
tion of the present tax and the Government also will be able to say whether 
there have been many. (Eai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee . Have 
you seen Madhabdih?). Therefore, Sir, the handloom industry will receive 
very substantial help if the Bill is passed into law and enough money ib 
put in the hands of Government. 

Sir, another point has been raised by my friends opposite, namely, that 
the Opposition should have been taken into the confidence by Government;, 
and if they had been taken into the confidence, they would have agreed 
to demand jointly on behalf of the people of Bengal that the Government 
of India should come to the assistance of the Province of Bengal. If that 
confidence is not generated in the minds of my friends opposite, they are 
not going to do that. The Government of India told us that if w^e want 
help from them, then the province must show that it has done all that lies 
in its power to do to help itself. Having done so if it is not able to meet 
the large deficit that has accrued on account of the various relief measures, 
then a good case will be made out and the Government of India will be 
compelled to come very generously to the assistance of the province. This 
is the reason why at a time like this Government are going to tax the rich 
and the poor for giving more money to the Province of Bengal so that 
they may successfully operate all the schemes that they have for the 
rehabilitation of the Province. Now, so far as the Government of Bengal 
is concerned, it has fulfilled its duties by doing everything that lies in its 
power to do in order to assist the people in their distress, and it is for the 
Government of India now to come to the assistance of the province more 
liberally than they have shown in their Budget of 1944-45. 

•Mr. MUNCTURAM JAIPURIA: Spoke in Hindi. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I have been told that Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury has said that the Opposition gives only a conditional support 
to the Bill, namely, that if the Bill is sent to a Select Committee, then the 
opposition will join in demanding from the Government of India a subven- 
tion to meet her extraordinary expenditure on account of the war and 
famine. Unfortunately, I was not in the House and I had not the 
opportunity of hearing Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. However, Sir, it 
is not at all true that members of the Opposition are giving only a qualified 
support on this matter. The Opposition will give their full support to any 
demand that may be made by the Treasury bench for subvention from the 


*An authorised English translation of this speech will be foxmd incorporated in the 
Appendix to the debates of this session. 
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Government of India. I would now like to say a word or two regarding 
ttie point raised by my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar yesterday. His case 
yesterday was that there would have been no necessity for this Bill if 
Government had not lost so much paddy and rice which was kept unprotected 
and uncared-for on the various railway station platforms. I have no doubt 
in my mind that the Ministry is liable to be impeached for sheer wastage 
of so much paddy, and I hope the Hon’ble Ministers who are now occu- 
pying such responsible positions in the country will prefer conviction on 
their own admission for this wastage to the denial of this charge. I am 
the last man to support this measure, namely, to tax the poor people of 
this country. No taxation measure should have been brought by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister if he had been able to retrench a large sum of 
money which was being spent for nothing in the various departments. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, the honourable member is still making obser- 
vations of a general nature. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY; You sit down, Mr. Parliamentary 
Secretary. You have got no business to interrupt me in this way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think it is very undignified to 
speak in that tone Mr. Roy. You forget yourself. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: I do not know if I deserve the angry eye 
on the part of the Chair, but I submit 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You forget yourself, Mr. Roy. You have no right 
to speak in that way. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: But, Sir, the Parliamentary Secretary 
interrupted me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a different question ; but you must not speak 
in that way. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: I am prepared to bow down to the ruling 
of the Chair, but not to the angry eye of anybody else. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must not forget your position or the position 
of any other member of this House : I must stress that point. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: But, Sir, what have I said? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: About that, you may ask your colleagues after the 
meeting. They will tell you what you have said. Your tone was very 
objectionable. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: Sir, may I not enquire what business 
had Mr. Roy to interrupt me 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, in parliamentary debates it is permissible 
for one side to interrupt the other side but one should not lose his balance 
or lose his sense of decorum. 



1944 .] 


FINANCE AMENDMENT BILL. 


487 


Mr. AMULYADHOME ROY: Sir, I came to learn that interruptions 
like this are not permissible as pointed out by you the other day in the 
case of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rose on a point of order 

Mr. AMULYADHOME ROY: No, Sir, he interrupted me and did not 
rise on a point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One thing you forget Mr. Roy that your tone was 
very objectionable. The way you retorted was certainly very undignified. 
You ask 3^nur friends and colleagues and they will bear me out. 

Mr. AMULYADHOME ROY: Did I use any unparliamentary language? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your language was all right but the tone was very 
objectionable. 

Mr. AMULYADHOME ROY: I am very glad to know that my 
language was not unparliamentary but the tone went out of order. I shall 
in future try my best to control my tone also. However, Sir, may I now 
most politely ask Mr. Biren Roy through you what was the point of order 
he was trying to raise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my friend Mr. Roy has 

forgotten the thread of his speech and is going beside the point. 

Mr. AMULYADHOME ROY: I am not going to take lesson from 
Mr. Hamidul Iluq Chowdhury. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rose on a point of order and when I just stated 
whether the lionourable member was in order and before I actually came 
to the point of order he shouted out asking me to sit down. I rose on a 
point of order as to whether he was in order to make a general observation 
instead of confining his remarks to the Select Committee. 

Mr. AMULYADHOME ROY: Sir, my pointed question to the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is what objection he has got to sending the Bill to the 
Select Committee? Why is he so anxious to tax the people of Bengal 
without sending the B'ill to Select Committee? Nothing will be lost to the 
Treasury Bench or the Government of Bengal if this Bill is referred to the 
Select Commiltee. On the other hand, there is every likelihood that the 
Bill will be improved if it is sent to the Select Committee. With these 
words, I support the motion for reference to Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. President, Sir, 
as my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has pointed out, 
this is really a one-clause Bill and there is no point in referring this Bill 
to a Select Committee. All that could be said on the Bill could be said 
on the floor of the House. I just wish to make, with your permission and 
with the permission of the House, one or two observations. Yesterday, 
Sir, — and I say this partly by way of apology for myself for not having 
replied to the debate on the first amendment — I did not rise to speak for 
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the simple reason that there was so much bad economics and worse finance 
talked on the floor of this House that I thought that I might be tempted to 
become somewhat sarcastic in my reply to the speeches of learned professors 
and legislators. That is why I refrained from addressing the House. 

This Bill is a very simple matter. Sales Tax Bills were adopted by 
most of the great countries of the world after the last war including some 
of the Dominions. The United Kingdom, on account of her fiscal traditions, 
came late in the field. Even before the United Kingdom, Madras introduced 
a sales tax. After all, it is a tax which ignores the academic controversies 
about direct and indirect taxation. It has a direct relation to the purchasing 
power of the people and thus meets the ends of justice and equity. So long 
as the essential commodities needed by the poorer section of the community 
are exempt from the sales tax, the tax could be defended in argument. The 
principle of a sales tax and a. purchase tax is the same. In the United 
Kingdom it is called a purchase tax. The difference in nomenclature means 
no real difference at all. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of information, 
Sir. May I know why then the handloom cloths w^orn by the poor people 
have been taxed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI; As I was saying, 
the principle underlying this Bill, or the justification for a sales tax or a 
purchase tax is its productivity, that is its yield. You get a large amount 
of money for the Exchequer to spend for the object of furthering the 
social activities of the State without really touching any one very hard. 
It is this productivity which in India attracted the cupidity of needy Finance 
Ministers. Here I am before you asking for some assistance for buttressing 
the finances of Bengal. After all, I have been urged by a section 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. I want to 
know whether this Bill would go to a Select Committee. The speech of 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is actually sabotaging our subsequent 
amendments. He has already spoken on clauses 2 and 3. So there will be 
no meaning in our moving the subsequent amendments. I protest against 
it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: He has every right to make general statement as 
well as to give reply to the specific points raised in connection with the 
amendments before the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI; I was just saying that 
I have been pressed from all sides to approach the Government of India 
cap in hand. In order that I may approach the Government of India with 
some grace, in order that I may protect the credit of Bengal as the Finance 
Minister of this Province, I must ask for some meausure of protection by 
way of taxation. That is an essential principle of public finance. I cannot 
approach the Centre or the public, in case I have to go to the latter at a 
later date for borrowing, without any conviction unless I am protected by 
an adequate measure of taxation. Sir, that is the reason why I some before 
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this House with au innocent Bill like this. -I say again that the Bill will 
not tax the poorer section to any appreciable extent. There are people 
who have apparently enough purchasing power to buy things in the dear 
market of the day. As I said before, this taxation measure has direct 
relation to the purchasing power of the people at any given moment of 
time. Sir, I will take up no more of the time of the House at this stage. 

Mr^ PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

the Hbn’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the month of May, 1944, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result : — 


Mr. Altif All. 

lU) Madur K. 0. tiMrjM. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravcrti. 

Mr. L. C. Dai. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. OaUa. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaik Muhanitd dan. 


AYES— 16. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. KaMr. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. 0. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moboianabiib. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Mr. R. Pal Cbaudburi. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduizaman. 


Mr. Mfsbauddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nunii Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Kadar Baksh. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazznmali CbowdUury. 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Olarka. 

Mr. D. d. Cohon. 

Mri. K. D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul tofaran. 


NOES— 24. 

Tha Hon’bia Khan Bahadur Sayad Muazzamuddin 
Hoiain. 

Mr. Latatat Hoaialn. 

Mr. W. B. 6. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul LaUff. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Moliab. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaiar Rahman, 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamiuziohu. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes being: 
16 and Noes 24, the amendment is negatived. 
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Tile question before the House is : that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Eai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

A division was challenged and taken with the following result: — 


Ril Bifiidur K. 0. BantrjM. 

■r. 8. 0. Cliakravirti. 

Mr. L. C. Dat. 
lir. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

AlbadJ Khan Babadnr ibaJli Mqhammod Jan. 


AYES— 14. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. MpJiHiMtar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabiih. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahidnizaman. 


NOE8~24. 

Mr. Mosbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Kadar Bakah. 

Mr. D. L. Barva. 

Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Hus Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. 

Mrt. K. D* Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 

Wr, PRESIDEHT: Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes being 
14 and Noes being 24, the amendment is negatived. 

The next amendment is by Mr. Humayun Kabir. The question before 
the House is that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandara Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

Mr. E. W. N. Ferguson, 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Hoiain. 

Mr. Latatat Hoiiain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukloiur Rahman. 
Mr. Biron Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattir. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamiuzzoha. 
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Mr. Abdul Latif, 

Kban Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, and 
the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The last motion is by Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. The 
question before the House is that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of the 
Finance Department, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, c.i.e., 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy, 

Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman, 

Mr. Lai it Chandra Das, 

Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury, and 
the mover. 


with instructions to submit their report by the 20th March, 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 


The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


Rii Bahadur K. 0. Banarjaa. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Daa. 

Mr. B. C. D«tta. 

Mr. M. R. daipurik. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kah^r. 

AJIiatfJ Khan Bahadur Shaik Mohammad Jam. 


AYES— 14. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Maholanahiih. 

Mr. B. 0. MukJiarJi. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudblury. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khaa Sabih Maulvi Wahiduiaaaiai. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khao Sahib ANM Aait. 

Mr. Kadar Bakah. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. MoaaiaaraU Sbowdhory. 
Mr> Hamidai Hua Chowdhunf> 
Mr. e. t. Glarfca. 

Mr. D. d. Bohan. 

Mri. K. D’ Rtaurio. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Bofran,. 


NOES— 21. 

Tba Honhla Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muanamuddin 
Motaaln. 

Mr. Uinlat HoHain. 

Mr. W. B. 8. Uidlaw. 

Mr. ANul Latit. 

Khan sahib Subidali MoHah. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaior Rahman. 

Mr. Blran Roy. 

Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Kban Bahadur M. sbamauaaoba. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. For the 
motion— 14 ; Against the motion— 2J. The motion is, therefore, negatived. 
Now, the question before the House is that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 1. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 1 of the Bill, after the word ‘^appoint” in line 3, the words, comma 
and figures '‘and shall remain in force till the 31st March, 1945,” be added. 

Sir, '^'ou will readily understand the principle underlying this amendment. 
This is onl}^ a logical corollary to a question which was discussed in this 
House before. The Hon’ble Finance Minister himself said that one of the 
£rst acts which he contemplated after he was returned to the Assembly 
was to provide some machinery by which taxation measures could be 
annually reviewed by the Legislature. You will remember, Sir, that one 
•of the main difficulties we have felt in di.^cussions concerning the budget 
in this House has been that since we do not consider the different items 
separately, we can only offer general remarks. You will also remember that 
we have found that even if we discussed particular items separately, that 
did not give this House that control over the functioning of ^xovernment 
which is desirable in the interest of democracy. Today, Sir, I am very 
glad to learn from my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
uddin Hosain that he is a great supporter of democracy. It is really a 
revelation and I have appreciated and welcomed this admission on his 
hehalf. I would put one proposition to him. Since he is such a great 
■supporter of democracy and since he wants that democratic principles 
should be followed in the administration of the province he ought to be 
the first person to rise and support my present amendment. This amend- 
ment seeks to introduce one of the democratic devices through which the 
Legislature exercises control over the administration. You will remember 
that the force of my contention has been admitted by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister himself. I pressed before the House that a convention should be 
established that there should be an annual Finance Bill. Supplies could 
then be voted, item by item. Also, the measures of taxation through which 
moneys accrue to the Exchequer of the province can then be annually 
surveyed and reviewed by the Legislature. 

In that connection, the Hon'ble the Finance Minister said that if such a 
provision could be included in our procedure, or if such convention could be 
built up here, that would conduce to the better administration of the 
province. In surveying the different items of supplies, the Legislature could 
immediately scrutinize and examine the activities of the Government during 
the past year. At present once a taxation measure is put on the Statute 
Book, it has a tendency to stay there. It is not a case of a rolling stone 
gathering no moss. On the contrary, this stone never ceases to roll and 
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leathers all the moss that one can imagine. In fact, taxation bills not only 
gather moss but become so rusty that very often we hear only the creaking 
of the machine of administration and fail to feel its smooth functioning in 
, different aspects of the life of the province. Therefore, Sir, when the 
Boi^’ble the Finance Minister says that he welcomes such an innovation, I 
ilike him at his word. I would suggest that this House should make a 
beginning in that direction. Certainly, it is within the competence of this 
House to build up such a convention. Whenever any fresh taxation measure 
is introduced in this House, the life of that tax should be limited to the 
period of one year. There is nothing astounding or surprising in establish- 
ing a convention like this. A similar practice actually exists even under 
the present regime in the Central Legislature. There the different items 
of supplies are brought for the consideration of the Legislature annually 
through a Finance Bill. If we follow the English convention, there, as the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself knows very well, the Finance Act is 
an Annual Act, Every tax is from that point of view an annually renewable 
measure. Even the income-tax is an annually renewable tax. They are 
brought up every year to meet the necessities of the situation. It is only 
by making these taxation measures annual that we can exercise proper 
control over the functioning of Government. 

You, Sir, with your large administrative experience and with your 
knowledge of constitutional affairs know very well that this was a right 
which the Parliament did not get in a single day. The British Parliament 
had to fight over a very long period to get this right. It was resisted on 
behalf of the bureaucracy, on behalf of the oligarchy which at one time 
ruled, on behalf of the monarchy — on behalf of the king by persons who 
got the odious title of King’s men. I would ask this House to consider 
if we cannot build up a similar convention here. The Houses of Parliament 
took several centuries to get this right. To recognise it and give final shape 
to it took a longer period. Today every Finance Bill or every financial 
matter is brought for the scrutiny of the Legislature, with the result that 
the Government of the day can never get away without giving an explana- 
tion to the Parliament. Therefore, it is all the more necessary in a 
country like this and with a Legislature like ours that we should have a 
similar convention. 

It has been our experience during the last 6 or 7 years in this Legislature 
that Government, whenever they introduced any fresh taxation measure, were 
profuse in their promises. They said that the money so collected would be 
spent on the nation-building departments. Their promises were very large 
but unfortunately up till now, the performance has generally been very 
small. There has been no correspondence whatever between the promise 
and the performance. One of the main grounds for building up a conven- 
tion lies here. We cannot immediately by legislation create the procedure 
of a Finance Bill. We cannot build up a convention in a day; but we 
can certainly, consistent with our powers, build up the convention by 
which fresh taxation measures would be made annually renewable. I 
submit. Sir, it is desirable to have this control over the finances of the 
province in the interest of good administration. 

69 



404 


FINANCE AMENDMENT BILL. 


[14th Maech, 


My honourable friend, the Leader of the House, has made what I would 
call an astounding proposition today. He said on the floor of the House 
today that it is the proper time for taxation. He laid down a general 
principle that at a time when the country is suffering from famine, at a 
time when the economic life of a very large proportion of the people has 
been deranged almost beyond recovery, the moment was opportune when 
fresh burdens of taxation should be imposed. I do not deny that today 
there is a section of the people who are well off and who are getting richer 
and richer. In fact, some of the symptoms which Karl Marx described 
as the essence of a decaying Capitalism seem to be exhibited in our country. 
After the onset of the war, we find that a situation has been created in 
which fewer and fewer people are getting richer and richer. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has come forward with a legislation which, he says, 
seeks to tax the rich in order to relieve the sufferings of the poor. 
If this were really so, he would meet the unanimous support of all 
sections of the House. He no doubt claims that it is a measure of 
taxation in which the poor will be spared but at the same time he 
also says that unfortunately some section of the poor will be touched. 
He also claims that he has tried to mollify the rigour of this tax by later 
on qualifying it and excluding the essential cloths and the essential articles 
of food from its operation. But he has forgotten to tell us that other 
amenities of life of the poor will be taxed. There is no provision in the Bill 
for exempting medicine which the poorer section of the community will also 
require. He forgot to tell us why he did not consider it necessary to exempt 
text-books for the children of the poorer class. Of course, he did not say 
that the poorer class can dispense with education, or that education should 
be the monopoly of those who can afford. I have no quarrel with him for 
any attitude he may have; but I would suggest that his professions of 
' democracy are strangely inconsistent with an attitude like this. Education 
is just as necessary for the poorer classes as it is for the richer section of the 
people. He should have excluded from the operation of the Bill text-books 
and similar other things connected with the education of the children of the 
poorer section of the people. But he has not done so. The fact that he 
has not done so proves that all his talk about democracy is merely a talk 
and not an actual faith. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, is it all relevant when we are not discussing the Bill, clause by 
clause P 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs I submit, Sir, that I am perfectly relevant. 
My contention is: that a Bill like this should be renewed annually. The 
main reason for renewing a Bill of this type annually is to give the Legisla- 
ture a control over the activities of the Ministry. I have to refer to some 
of the activities in which the Ministry indulged. I would put it to him, 
through you, Sir, whether it is relevant or irrelevant to discuss the provisions 
of the Bill when it is going to be a permanent fixture. Instead of giving 
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such, large and wide powers to the Government, I am suggesting that we 
may have some control over their activities so that every year the Legisla- 
ture can take stock of the situation. 

The Hoit’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I rise on a point of order, Sir, Is this all relevant to the amendment? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the point of order is absolutely frivolous. 
I am saying all this in order to develop my argument. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Kabir, certainly you are on the border line. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I submit to your ruling. Sir. But since you 
say that I am only on the border line, it follows I have not yet crossed the 
boundary. On that admission I maintain that I was relevant. And I repeat 
that this frivolous point of order conies with ill grace from a person of the 
position of the Leader of the House. A person who arrogates to himself 
the position of the Leader of the House should not rise on a frivolous point 
of order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. My 
friend Mr. Kabir has used the expression ‘'arrogates to himself the position 
of the Leader of the House”. Is that in order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, what is it that you said about 
“arrogating,” etc.? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I said “the honourable member who is 
arrogating to himself the position of the Leader of the House”. But I 
would now qualify it by saying “who is elevated into the position of the 
leader of the House” if that will satisfy my honourable friend on the other 
side, who I may point out is also out of order in speaking from a position 
which he does not occupy. His point of order therefore should be ruled 
out. Therefore, Sir, I may repeat what I said — with this qualification — 
that I am prepared to elevate my honourable friend to a position of dignity 
instead of his waiting to arrogate to himself that position 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Kabir, it is not proper to use the expression 
“arrogate”’ . 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I have already qualified it. ' 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You should not use the expressions “arrogate” and 
“frivolous”. It would be unbecoming on your part. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If you rule that the word “frivolous” is an 
unparliamentary expression — a term which, however, I have not applied 
to the Honourable the Leader of the House but to his point of order only, 
I would submit to your ruling and will not use the term in future. But, 
Sir, I have thought that such terms are not only a perfectly parliamentary 
way of speaking but I should have also thought that such description very 
often adds force to the argument instead of- detracting from it. However, 
Sir, to pursue the point that I was developing and which an honourab e 
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supporter of Government did not obviously like, and did not like to such an 
extent that he wanted to disturb me in my argument at any cost, I was 
suggesting to my friends on the other side that limitation of taxation 
measures to a year is a convention which should be built up in this House. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: On a point of order, Sir. Was not Mr. Kabir 
outside the scope of his amendment? A moment ago he was talking about 
education which has nothing to do witli the clauses of the Bill, at least 
nothing to do with clause 1 of the Bill. I think he should not be allowed 
to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That point of order has been already disposed of, and 
I pointed out that he was dangerously on the border line. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: You have now, Sir, qualified your own ruling 
by the word “dangerously”. I wonder if this be due to an infection of 
the adjectives and adverbs we have used ! 

However, Sir, let me proceed with the argument that I was developing. 
I was referring to a convention which we have not yet built up, namely, 
that taxation measures should be annual, a practice which obtains in all 
the democratic countries of the world. If my honourable friend opposite 
says he would like to have a new type of democracy under which powers 
should be delegated to Government and that, once delegated, the Tjegisla- 
ture should never survey or review them, then I for one do not want that 
type of demo(Tacy. As I was saying, Sir, all democratic countries in the 
world provide that taxation measures are to be annual. The amendment 
that I want to incorporate in this Bill also seeks the same end, namely, that 
this taxation measure should be an annual measure. It is all the more 
necessary in the case of this particular Bill. When originally this Bill 
was piloted through the two Houses of the Legislature, the then Finance 
Minister of the Government of Bengal, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, gave a 
definite promise on the floor of the House that the money that would accrue 
to the Exchequer from this particular tax would be spent on the nation- 
building departments. The Hon’ble Finance Minister of the day has 
admitted that this has not been done. This has been our experience not 
only with regard to this particular taxation measure. 1 would submit 
that it is all the more necessary and desirable that my amendnumt 
should be included in the Bill. If next year, the money from this tax 

is found to have been well spent, we are even now prepared to give an 

assurance in advance that we shall renew this taxation measure without any 
discussion or comment. If, however, the money is not well spent, then it 
will be the duty of the Legislature to scrutinise the manner in which the 

money has been actually spent and disposed of. 

In view of this fact, I would ask the honourable members of the other 
side to support this amendment. They should also remember that this is 
something that increases the power of the Legislature as a whole and not 
only the power of the Opposition, nor does it mean taking away any power 
from the Government party. No party will remain in power in perpetuity: 
they would be continually interchanging their positions— the Opposition 
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and the Government Party — as the democratic see-saw continues. Sir, I 
suggest that in the interest of the House as a whole, and also in the interest 
of the poorer section of the people of Bengal, it is desirable that we should 
make all money measures annual measures. We should pass this particular 
Bill which is before us as an annual measure. I ask for the co-operation of 
every section of the House to make it an annual Bill, so that we can survey 
the position annually and have control over the administrative machinery 
of the Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of (lause 1 
of the Bill, after the word “appoint” in line 3, the words, comma and 
figures “and shall remain in force till the Slst March, 1945,” be added. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, I 
do not think I can add to or improve upon the arguments already advanced 
by my friend, Mr. Humayun Kabir, in moving his amendment. The only 
thing that strikes me as important is the necessity for making it an annual 
measure. This House has every right to see and know what use has been 
made of the revenue derived from the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act since 
1941. It was argued by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in the course of 
the debate that the money would be wholly spent for the improvement of 
the nation-building departments. If the object of this taxation measure 
is to meet the increasing expenses in the shape of the travelling and other 
allowances of the Hon’ble Ministers, their Parliamentary Secretaries and 
the officers of Government, then certainly this House has every right to turn 
down the Bill now before us. I would like to know from the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister as to how the amount so far collected under the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Act of 1941 has been expended. I think it is well- 
known that when the Income-Tax Act of the Central Legislature was placed 
on the Statute Book, it was considered to be a temporary measure. It was 
described only as a famine measure to meet a certain emergency. But since 
then it has been permanently placed on the Statute Book. So our objection 
is that as it is an emergent measure intended to meet an abnormal situation, 
it should not be the permanent law of the land. It should be a temporary 
measure. Government are handicapped, we are told, by a deficit Budget 
and with a view to meeting part of that deficit by taxation and in order to 
show the Central Government that the Provincial Government has done 
something for which they can legitimately claim subvention, the sales tax 
is sought to be doubled. As I have already said, this Bill should not be 
placed on the Statute Book as a permanent measure. 

Sir, the House is certainly entitled to know the position and revise its 
decision in the light of subsequent developments. If we find that the 
necessity for the renewal of this measure no longer exists, we will come to 
a decision accordingly. So it is certainly undesirable to place it perma- 
nently on the Statute Book. With these words, I support the amendment 
of my friend Mr. Huhayun Kabir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Mr. President, Sir, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister was telling the House that this Finance Sales Tax measure 
is not a new thing in Bengal. He cited instances of other countries. We 
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do not dispute it. The Hon’ble Minister refers to the case of Madras and 
states that in Madras this tax was imposed. True, but he did not mention 
one very important fact in this connection and that important f^ict is : 
why Madras imposed this tax? Sir, Madras was going in for the Prohibi- 
tion scheme, and how could they get money to meet the deficit due to the 
abolition of excise revenue? That was the problem before the Madras 
Government. So, they resorted to this taxation measure. They were 
determined to forego the excise revenue. Mr. Rajagopalachariar was then 
the Finance Minister and he piloted that measure to meet the deficit that 
was brought about by adoption of the policy of Prohibition. But that is not 
at all the case here. At the time of his budget speech, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister told us about the most interesting increase in excise revenue 
in Bengal. Sir, this increase is certainly a feather to the cap of the Muslim 
League Government. Sir, this sale tax should be made a temporary one. 
I do not agree with Mr. Huma^yun Kabir that this measure should be made 
an annual one. I do not go to that length. This tax should be a tempo- 
rary one. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the then Finance 
Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, told us in 1941, “that the 
resources of the Government of Bengal are not sufficient to enable them to 
maintain the natural development of the programme of nation-building 
activities that are in progress”. He further said that “for the purpose of 
financing the further beneficent measures for the economic improvement of 
the province this Bill was being introduced”. But in the present Bill there 
is no such reason and that is all the more reason why this Bill should be 

made a temporary measure and not a permanent one. The object of 

doubling the tax has been clearly stated by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister. The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami observed that a case must be made 
out before the Government of India before he could go “with a cap in 
hand” for subvention. That is the reason why he resorts to this new 
taxation measure. But, Sir, why does he not tax the luxuries of the ri(ffi 
and raise this amount of Rs. H crores, which he expects to raise by this 
taxation measure? He did not follow that course. Why this should be 

borne by the rich and the poor alike? Sir, the incidence will weigh 20 

per cent, heavier upon the poor because of their poverty than upon the rich 
and that is the greater reason why this measure should be a temporary one 
and not a permanent one. 

Sir, if all these things be considered, I think the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister will agree to the amendment of Mr. Humayun Kabir that it should 
be continued till 31st March, 1945. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 

think. Sir, the House is going to close now. I suggest that instead of taking 
the Land Alienation Bill, tomorrow this Bill be continued. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If it is the desire of the House, I have no objection. 

The House stands adjourned till 1 p.m. tomorrow.. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Wednesday, the 15th March, 
1944. 
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MemiMrs Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 14th 
March, 1944: — 

Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Hutt. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Mr. J. McFarlane. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

Dr. K. S. Ray. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Dr. Kasiruddiii Talukdar. 


BOP-44/5-2008A-750 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44~-No. 23. 


^ The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 15tb March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the twenty-third day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
of the Cjovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Oath. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Steven will take the 
Mr. T. W. R. Steven accordingly took the oath. 

Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill. 

89. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department lie pleased to state 
how many representations have been received by the Government of Bengal 
since 1941 from the different Bar Associations of the Province with regard 
to the proposed ‘‘Bengal Non -Agricultural Tenancy Bill’'? 

(b) Is it a fact that most of the Bar Associations are opposed to the Bill 
in its present form? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Three. 

(h) No. They have only suggested a few amendments to the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about the other q[uestions that w^ere held up 
yesterday? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

They may be answered tomorrow, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, they wdll be answered tomorrow. 

Adjournmant motion regarding shortage of salt supply in Bengal districts. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H ; Sir, I beg leave to move 
the adjournment motion of wbich I gave notice yesterday. The motion 
runs thus : 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government to 
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supply salt to the people iu* the mofussil districts of Bengal particularly 
in the districts of Northern Bengal, where acute distress prevails for want 
of supply of salt.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your source of information? 

Mf. NACEMDRA NATH MOHOLANOBI8H: My course of informa- 
tion is my personal knowledge so far as Jalpaiguri is concerned and so far 
as other places are concerned the information received from very respectable 
persons including members of this House that similar distress is prevailing 
in the districts of Dinajpur, Eangpur, Bogra and other places. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Should you not have information from Government 
before moving the adjournment motion? Don’t you like to have informa- 
tion with regard to the position from Government? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : Sir, so far as Ihe actual 
distress is concerned, there is no doubt about it, because I have gf)t my 
personal knowledge and I do not think any further information is required, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to move a censure motion against 
Government, but would you not like to have full information on the whole 
question before you do so? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: 1 would rather have a 
discussion on this subject in the House in order to emphasise this failure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S* SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the position as regards 
salt has been ventilated in the press and in other papers for a considerable 
time past and the actual difficulties have also been made known. The 
honourable gentleman who has brought forward the motion cannot say that 
he has only just come to know that there is shortage of salt in the various 
districts of Bengal or in Northern Bengal. So the position is known to 
this House and the public for some considerable time, (jovernment is try- 
ing its best to send salt to all these areas from the reserve that it has built 
up, and quite a satisfactory account has been given of that. About 10 days 
ago the position regarding the despatch of salt was announced in the papers 
and in that statement Government admitted that owing to certain transport 
difficulties, owing to the fact that the Government of India had stopped 
rail-borne salt traffic across India from Karachi, owing to the fact that the 
promise of sending 30,000 tons of salt every month failed for two months, 
there is shortage of salt. Government made out a programme for 
sending salt to selected places in Bengal; but there was a break-down in 
movement on account of railway transport getting jammed. All these facts 
are well-known to the public for a long time. So, Sir, this matter is not 
of recent occurrence. 

Mif« PRESIDENT: What do you say to this, Mr. Moholanobish ? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, my submission in 
reply to the statement of the Hon’ble Minister that Government have been 
trying their best to supply salt where there is deficit and that discussions 
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were made and explanations given in the past with regard to the situation, 
is that the situation is gradually getting from bad to worse. The position 
with regard to Jalpaiguri district is that people in the mofussil are not 
having their meals for days together f< r want of sali and the situation is 
so bad today that it requires immediate attention and therefore the matter 
should be discussed in this Council to draw the pointed attention of the 
Government. The explanation of the Hon’ble Minister, as just now given 
or attempted to be given, is not at all satisfactory. Sir, I want to establish 
the shortage of salt by discussion. It is certainly a definite matter of 
urgent public importance. If this is not so, I do not think there can be any 
other more urgent matter of public importance for discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are Government going to say anything on this 
subject ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I may say that we have 
got 26 trucks for carrying salt to the different parts of Bengal. We have 
been moving in the matter since a long time, even long before the public • 
was aware that there was likelihood of shortage of salt. For the last two 
months or more, I have been trying to solve the problem of salt shortage. We 
had the programme ready for despatch but due to railway difficulties, over 
which this Government have no control, w^e were unable to act atM*ording 
to our programme, Now, the Railways have placed at our disposal 26 
trucks and we have been sending salt to various parts of Bengal. We have 
been also sending salt by steamers and boats, but as there is no arrange- 
ment for the delivery of salt at Jalpaiguri by boat, I have not been able to 
send it in this manner. North Bengal as a whole has been suffering 
from this shortage because boats or steamers cannot go there. I would 
submit to you, Sir, to consider whether the motion is admissible or not 
because one of the points to be taken into consideration in admitting an 
adjournment motion is to see whether the subject-matter is of recent 
occurrence. Here the question is not of recent occurrence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is: that though this is not a matter of 
recent occurrence, it is a continuing grievance; and probably, if the honour- 
able member has correctly ascertained the facts, the situation is growing 
more acute. So, I would suggest that Government should make a fuller 
statement on the subject to satisfy the House. If the Government are 
prepared to do so, I would request the honourable member not to press 
his adjournment motion today. I would suggest to you to make the state- 
ment tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, make it day after 
tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. As the Hon’ble Minister is prepared to 
make a fuller statement day after tomorrow, I would suggest, Mr. Mohola^ 
nobish, that you do not press your motion today. After hearing the state* 
ment if you are not satisfied, you may move ; 5 ^our motion. I will waive 
the question of urgency and would then consider whether your motion 
ehould be admitted for discussion or not. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: As you please, Sir, 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTt: Sir, may I say a few 

words in regard to this motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is all over now. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; If you want to shut out 
the discussion, Sir, then I have nothing to say. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly not. That is far from my mind. I am 
not shutting out the discussion. I am, if I may say so, encouraging discus- 
sion. Mr. Moholanohish made a statement before the House which I think is 
of sufficient importance. The Hon ’file Minister is prepared to satisfy the 
House with fuller information. So, how I am shutting out discussion? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, the statement just 
made by the Hon’ble Minister strengthens case for the motion instead of 
* weakening it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: So much the better for you. I do not understand 
why you are objecting to postponement of the discussion till day after 
tomorrow when the mover himself has agreed to do that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, may I add one "word in the matter 
of the admissibility of this adjournment motion? You have said that this 
motion will come up after a full statement has been made by the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned. But the first condition to allow an adjournment motion 
is that 13 members should rise up in support of an adjournment motion 
being taken. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, have not I made the point clear? The 
flon’ble Minister is going to make a fuller statement day after tomorrow. 
If the honourable member who has given notice of this adjournment 
motion thinks that he is not satisfied with the statement, he may move the 
motion and then I shall consider whether in view of the statement made 
and in view of the situation then prevailing the motion would be admitted 
or not. I waive the question of urgency, because it is a continuing 
grievance and it will remain an urgent matter even then. 

The Hon'ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Suppose, Sir, there occurs 
a vacuum and nobody draws attention to it when it occurs but draws atten- 
tion after a considerable time to the fact that the vacuum is continuing, 
will the honourable meraber.be justified in bringing up an adjournment 
motion ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a hypothetical case, Mr. Suhrawardy. 
Mr. Moholanobish’s contention is that there is shortage of salt in several 
districts in Northern Bengal. 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The shortage has been in 
existence for a considerable time. 
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Ur. PRESIDENT: It may exist for a considerable time; but if he 
assures that the situation has now become far more acute, then certainly he 
will be justified in claiming an adjournment of the business of the House, 
Its admissibility would depend on tht-' facts you state and the facts that 
Mr. Moholanobish can make out in support of his motion. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
does not seem to agree with you and he is not in favour of admitting this 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The admissibility of the adjournment motion does 
not lie with him but with the Chair. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: And also with the House. If day after 
tomorrow the requisite number of members do not turn up, then the motion 
may not be taken up, if the Hon’ble Minister objects. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it is a matter of such great importance, then the 
13 members ought to be present in the House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I mention the point of privilege 
raised by me the other day w^hen you said that you would look into the 
language which the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies used in his speech? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kindly mention it again tomorrow. 1 have not been 
able to go through the speech as yet. 


The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by Mr. Humayun Kubir, and in doing so I must at the very outset 
tell my honourable friends through you that mere acceptance of the amend- 
ment will not serve the purpose. My suggestion is that a machinery 
must be created consisting of the members of the Legislature and other 
experts — it may be called a Committee of Caution — whose function will 
be to help the administration in the making of important estimates and 
also in considering other matters in connection with a scheme or a 
programme that may be taken up by them in course of the year. Sir, I 
have already pointed out in my budget speech that Sales Tax should not be 
a permanent feature of the administration and the amendment also suggests 
that it should be a temporary measure for one year only and that it should 
be brought before the House next year and opportunities must be given to 
the Legislature to go through its pros and cons and then renew' it next 
time, if necessary. Therefore, I suggest that a machinery like the 
Committee of Caution should be set up which wull work and supervise from 
day to day or month to month the activities of the Government so that it 
can be reviewed at the end of the year usefully in the light of the criticism 
and report submitted by the said Committee of Caution. 

With this suggestion, I commend the amendment to the acceptance of 
the House. 



0^ FINANCE AJfENE^EJfT piLL. [16th 

llr. PAfSIOENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that in sub-cl.ause {2) of clause 1 of the Bill, after the word “appoint” in 
line 3, the words, comma and figupes “and shall remain in force till the 
.31st March, 1945” be added. 

On division : — 


Mr. Altai All. 

Ral Babatlar K. C. Baaarjta. 

Mr. I. 0. Ohakravartl. 
i^r. L 4I. J>|i. 

Mr. N. 0. Oatta. 

Mr. K. K. Dvtta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaiparia. 

Jlaaipyua , Z. A. Kabir. 

^IbfUJ Kbaa Bahadur Shaikh Muhamnad Jan. 


AYES— 18. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Mallra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. H. Moholaaobiih. 

^r. B. C. jMukharJi. 

Mr. R. Pal OhaudbuR. 

Hal Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Dr. K. S. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khaa Sahib Maulvi Wahiduxiaaiaa. 


. Ifffbahuddia Abmod. 
. Hur Ahmad. 


Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 
Khan Sahib Abdul Aaii. 

J|r. ..Mdor Rakib. 

Mr. 0. L. Barua. 

Hr. Namidnl Hus Cbowdhury. 
;i|r., e.,£. Clark#. 

Mr. 0. J. Oohaa. 


E ra. K. D'Raiarfo. 

Iiao Bahadur' Abdul Bofraa. 


NOES— 21. 

fho Hea’blt Khan Bahadur Salyed Muammuddin 
Heialn. 

Mr. Latatat HoMain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hosiain. 

Mr. W. B..a. LalUlfar. 

Khaa Sahib Subidali .Moliah. 
sir. T. B. Nimmo. 

,Khaa Bahadur JlHkloiur R|hman. 

Mr. Biroa Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

'Mr. J. W. R. Stovan. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes — 18; 
Noes — 21. Therefore, the amendment is negatived. 


Clause 1, 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 2. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 beg to move that 
clause 2 of the Bill be deleted. 

Sir, clause 2 provides for enhancement of the rate of tax from one quarter 
,to half an anna in the rupee. I have already given my arguments while 
moving other amendments that this Bill is absolutely unnecessary. It will 
, operate harshly on the poor people whom the Hon ’hie the Leader of the 
House wanted yesterday to exempt from the operation of this tax. 

As a matter of fact, it will deal a severe blow upon the poorer classes 
who will be the worst sufferers. I had no intention of moving this amend- 
ment but the refusal of the Government to yield even on minor points 
such as the question of making this Bill renewable from year to year has 
impelled me to move the ara'endment. Government want to e^ry their 
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proposals by sheer weight of numbers. But that is no proof of the fact 
that public opinion is behind them in regard to the provisions of the Bill. 
As the last voting has shown, if the European Group had not voted with the 
Government, the Opposition would ha'.^' had a clear majority. I ,may 
repeat, Sir, that popular opinion is against the Bill and the time is hardly 
opportune for the introduction of a measure like this. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami : Question.) You may shout ‘‘question, '' 
but the public are definitely against further taxation. They are already 
over-taxed and they have reached the maximum limit of taxation and I 
have no doubt that this Bill, if carried, will prove to be the last straw on 
the camePs back. We cried in vain yesterday and the day before. Not 
even the Select Committee motion sponsored by the Opposition was accepted 
by the Government. My amendment regarding reference to a Select 
Committee was a very modest one, because I wanted 20th March to be fixed 
as the last date for the submission of the Select Committee’s report. Even 
this simple concession has not been granted by the Government. If the 
Government had been actuated by a sincere desire to do good to the public, 
I mean the poorer sections of the people, they would not have opposed the 
motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee. In fact, we are 
prepared to accept the principle of the Bill. But it must be a qualified 
acceptance. The Hon’ble Minister in his Statement of Objects and Reasons 
attached to the Bill mentioned that “the Bill seeks to increase the revenue 
of the Province by raising the rate of the tax leviable under the Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Act, 1941, from one quarter to one half of an anna in the 
rupee”. Nowhere in the speech of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
yesterday there was any indication as to the approximate amount that would 
be available from this tax. We do not know how much was realised laet 
year and the year before after the passing of the original Act and how the 
money was spent. Our suspicion is that the amount was not spent for the 
purpose for which it was intended ; nor will the increased income be so 
utilised. In other words, the poor people will not be benefited even though 
the tax is proposed to be doubled in the course of three years. So, it appears 
that the taxation measure is going to be permanently placed on the Statute 
Book. Who knows that the Finance Minister will not again come forward 
with another Bill of this nature next year and ask for further enhancement 
of the rate of the tax ? I do not think the Government has any justifica- 
tion for embarking upon a legislation of this kind before retrenching the 
current expenditure of Government. I have no hesitation in repeating 
what I said yesterday. Government has become top-heavy and there is 
absolutely no reason why it should seek to impose additional taxation 
without curtailing its daj^-to-day expenditure. 

Sir, I may remind the House that two Retrenchment Committees were 
appointed in the course of ten years? The first was the Mukherji Com- 
mittee and then the Swan Committee. If I remember aright, only partial 
effect was given to the recommendations of these Retrenchment Committees 
l>y Government. If all the recommendations or at any rate a substantial 
portion of their recommendations had been carried out, then sufficient money 
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would have been available for expenditure on the nation-building depart- 
ments. It is high time that another Retrenchment Committee were appoint- 
ed to explore the avenues of curtailment of expenditure. Sir, committees 
are formed for the purpose of solving problems. So far as our Government 
is concerned, these committees are meant only for shelving problems. 
Though these two Retrenchment Committees consisted of members who had 
experience of administration and were conversant with the affairs of Govern- 
ment, and though there were officials, business men, lawyers and other able 
men on these committees, yet their recommendations were not accepted 
simply because it did not suit the purpose of Government to reduce expense 
on the lines suggested. I think Government will be laying down a bac 
principle in bringing forward a taxation measure of this kind every yeai 
without effecting economy in the current expenditure of the Government 

Sir, with these words, 1 move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Aniendment moved : tliat clause 2 o: 
the Bill be deleted. 

Mr. MUNCTURAM JAtPURIA: Sjmke in Hindi. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to suppor 
the amendment moved by my friend Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjet 
I would like to say a few words. It may .seem strange why the Oppositioi 
which has accepted the principle of the Bill should support the amendmen 
which practically seeks to do away with the entire tax that is proposed to bi 
levied under this Act. Now, Sir, in supporting the principle of the Bill th. 
Opposition made it (dear that they wanted to refer the Bill to a Selec 
Committee for the purpose of improving the provisions oi the Bill so as i 
make it less harsh to the poorer section of the people hy throwing the burdei 
more on the richer section of the people. Even though Oovernment member 
supported that view, they opposed the reference of the Bill to a Select Com 
mittee and I do not know why. AVith the comfortable majority that the; 
have they defeated all the motions for circulation. The next amendmen 
moved by Mr. Kabir suggested that the Bill might be made a temporar 
measure la.sting only till the 31at March, 1945, and it should have bee 
accepted by the House. With regard to that my friend Mr. Kabir pointe 
out that the present amending Bill was contemplated by the Governmei 
as a temporary measure. In the Statement of Objects and Keasons of the Bi 
and in his statement with regard to the budget the Hon ble Finan( 
Minister stated that he was presenting an extraordinary budget with 
deficit of 10 crores and in order that he might have some support fro: 
the Central Government 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. 
confess I ought to have raised this point of order earlier and am doing 
rather late. My point of order is that amendments Nos. 12 and 13 «do n 
seem to be in accordance with the rults, because the amendment seeks 
negative the whole clause. The whole clause will have to be put befo 
the House. Therefore an amendment cannot he moved which negativ 
tke wbol^ of a dauee. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that an amendment of this nature 
which negatives a whole clause should not be allowed. I quite appreciate 
your point. But I find from past precedents that it has been the practice 
in this House to allow such amend^'rmnts. In fact, before you drew my 
attention to this point, my attention had already been drawn to this fact. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Well, if only for the purpose 
of allowing a discussion, this is put in, then it is a different matter; but 
so far as it is considered as an amendment, it is contrary to the principle 
of all amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Admittedly, this is a neguiive amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: So far as the quota is 
concerned 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If this amendment is carried^ 
then the other clauses of the Bill wdll be of no effect and the whole Bill will 
be killed. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I will show that the whole 
Bill will not be killed even if this amen<lment is passed. My friend 
Mr. Hainidul Huq Chowdhury was rather liasiy in rising to his point of 
order which he ought to have done before the amendment had been moved. 
However, Sir, I will show that the entire Bill will not be killed even if this 
amendment is allowed to be passed. And I am developing this part of my 
argument. If you will look at clause 3 of the Bill, you will find that the 
Legislature proposes that in respect of columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule — item 
10 of the Schedule — the following entry be substituted. Therefore, if you 
look to column 10 of the Schedule, you will find that that clause is proposed 
to he deleted altogether and a new clause substituted by which the Govern- 
ment will have some additional revenue. Clause 10 of the Bill ruiivS 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the honourable member 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I do not yield to the 
interruptions of Mr. Hainidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I am not interrupting; 
but I rose on a point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you risen on a point of order? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir. I have never 
contended before this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order: that is personal 
explanation . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the honourable member 
is discussing a point which has not been raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. Go on, Mr. Mukherjee. 
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Mr. BAMKIM CHAHDRA MUKHEIMEE: As I was saying, if you 
look to item 16 of the Schedule, you will find that item 16 has been deleted 
and a new clause has been inserted exempting lungis, dhooties and sarees: 
that was an exception and no tax was leviable on the handloom woven 
cloth. By clause 3 the Legislature is going to introduce an additional 
revenue from handloom cloth which even the members of Government who 
spoke yesterday said that they are not going to tax. So the provision of 
clause 3 is against the intention of the Legislature and against the intention 
of the framers of the Bill. But that is not my point. My point is that 
even if you delete clause 2, you will get some revenue if clause 3 remains. 
Therefore, the entire provision which the Hon^ble Finance Minister wants 
is not being negatived. So I say that the amendment is in order. Now, 
to resume the argument which I was going to make — Government having 
seen that they have a comfortable majority want to go on with this Bill 
even though there are defects in it — they want that the Bill should be 
passed as it stands without a single alteration by sheer weight of votes; 
as we have seen in connection with the last amendment, Government won 
against 18 votes to 21 which include 5 or 6 members of the European 
Group who voted with them although if I am not mistaken they were in 
sympathy with the object of amendment No. 11. So far as this amend- 
ment is concerned, I support it mainly because the Bill seeks to impose 
an additional burden on the poor tax-payers and it is admitted that the 
poor tax-payer is unable to bear the tax imposed on him. I support it 
also because the Government thought it fit to abolish altogether the 
protection which was given to handloom woven cloth under the main Act. 

Mr. NAGENPRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment for the simple reason that after hearing the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister I have not been able to satisfy myself why this enhancement of tax 
is really considered necessary. The only ground that was sought to be 
made out was that there was a deficit in the budget and that the Govern- 
ment want to balance the budget to a certain, 1 should say very small or 
insignificant, extent, with this additional tax. My submission would be 
that this deficit budget is due not to the ordinary expenses of Govern- 
ment, but to some extraordinary causes due to war, and that, therefore, 
it is proper that we should look elsewhere for balancing the budget and 
not tax the people of Bengal for balancing the budget. 

Now, it is said that unless we tax ourselves we cannot ask for subven- 
tion from the Government of India. Why this delicacy, I cannot under- 
stand. Why can you not place your case before the Government of India 
with the statement that we, the Bengal administrators, are not really 
responsible for this huge expenditure, this is not due to the ordinary costs 
of administration, but due to war and therefore we do not propose to tax 
the people of Bengal to balance the budget. We only want help from you. 
It is certainly a clearer way and a candid way of approaching the Govern- 
ment of India. It k no use hoodwinking ourselves saying, look here we 
have taxed ourselves, but still we have not been able to meet our 
expenditure. You cannot meet this huge deficit by taxation alone. It 
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is no use tinkering with the question. The reasons given by the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister for imposing this additional burden of taxation are 
quite unconvincing. I hope the honourable members of this House will 
appreciate that the taxation that is proposed to be levied is not really 
justifiable. It has been very well said, 8ir, that the only thing progressive 
in this world is tax. Once you get a tax anyhow imposed, you will find 
it will have a natural tendency of increasing. This Sales Tax Act which 
was enacted three years ago, is being amended today with a view to increase 
the tax to what extent — to a cent, per cent, increase. It has also been 
said that this is a very opportune time to impose a fresh taxation and that 
people have got very rich owing to causes related to war. Of course, there 
are few — very few — very limited few, who are earning more money due to 
war. But what is the percentage of these people, not even 5 per cent, 
of the total population of Bengal. The rest 95 per cent, of the population, 

I am afraid, are really groaning under taxation, the high price and what 
not. Is it, I ask, Sir, a proper time for taxation? If so, tax those people, 
invent a method of taxing all those people who are getting rich due to war. 
By introducing fresh taxation you not only make the rich pay but also 
make the humblest of the humble of this country pay while obviously they 
are unable to bear any fresh burden. 

Now, Sir, why don’t you tax at a very high rate motor-cars and other 
items of luxury? Why don’t you tax high class cigarettes? Why don’t 
you tax costly liquors and also those who earn lots of money due to war? 
Why don’t you charge 50 per cent, of the income of the Turf Club? Well, 
you cannot do so, and for reasons obvious! You can only touch the pocket 
of the poor, the dumb millions, who cannot protest and whose protest does 
not reach your ears. I submit. Sir, that this is a most inequitable proposal 
that the Hon’ble Finance Minister could possibly have brought forward 
before this House. 

With these remarks, I whole-heartedly support the amendment proposed 
by Bai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, this is an 

amendment which is intended to defeat the purpose of the Bill. I have 
already spoken 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJBE: Sir, we cannot follow 
the Hon’ble Minister. If the Hon’ble Minister comes to the microphone 
he will be audible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, this is an 

amendment which is calculated to defeat the purpose of the Bill. Yesterday 
I spoke at some length on the principle of the Bill, and I think I was able 
to justify to any honourable member, who was in a mood to listen to my 

argument, the imposition of this fresh tax. It is absolutely not true to say 

that we must view this proposal, in the words of Mr. Humayuii Kabir, 
against the background of famine and distress. We should rather view it 
aganst the background of the excess purchasing power that has been created 
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by the war and against the background of inflation. As I said, this is a 
measure which has a direct relation to the purchasing power of the people 
and as such I think this is a just measure of taxation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that clause 2 
of the Bill be deleted. 

On division: — 


AYES— 16. 


Rai Bahidur K. C. BanarjM. 
Mr. 8. C. Ghakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Dai. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. DHtta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaiparla. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. KaMr. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanobiih. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharjf. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Rai Sahib if. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOE8-25. 


Mr. Moibahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultannddin Ahmad. * 
Khan Sahib Rural Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Kadar Bakth. 

Mr. 0. L. Baraa. 

Mr. Moazzamali Chewdhury. 
MMr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. 

Mra. K. D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qefran. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Salyad Muazzamuddin 
Hoaain. 

Mr. Latatat Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hotiain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklasur Rahman. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes — 16; 
Noes — 25. Therefore, the amendment is negatived. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg to move that in ])aiagraph {a) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “one-half” in line 2, the word “one- 
third’’ be substituted. 

This, Sir, is only a palliative. I find from the remarks of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister that he is determined that as Bengal is suft'ering today 
from the evils of inflation, he will, like Sir Galahad, protect the province 
from the ravages of inflation. That there is inflation today no one 
denies. But I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to consider in this connection 
two questions : firstly, who is responsible for this inflation and secondly 
what are the conditions which led to the inflation? Is not inflation the 
direct result of war, since every service which Government want for war 
purposes has to be paid for at higher than the usual market rate? Thus, 
the inflation. Sir, is due to lack of voluntary co-operation on the part 
of the people. "Will he consider this point? He said that no intelligent 
member in this House who is prepared to hear him can difler from him. I 
would reply by asking him, whether as an intelligent person himself he can 
get up and sav that this inflation is due to the fact that people are 
not giving any voluntary co-operation as in other countries. In other 
countries, there is inflation to the same extent. But there in spite of a 
very great inflation, the same evil results as here have not followed, for 
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with expansion in the financial position of the Government, there has been 
corresponding increase in production. That is due to the fact that 
the extent of production has kept pace with the actual increase of the 
quantity of money. The second factor ^ is that in other countries this 
increased production of commodities anti services was not being paid at 
higher rates. It is common knowledge that in India, war contractors have 
to be paid a much higher rater than in normal peace time; also services 
have to be paid for at higher rates than in normal peace time. Every 
service has to be purchased at a higher cost. Therefore, if the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister wants to cure the inflation in the province he should 
direct his attention to the political question. With the present political 
background, this problem of inflation in our country cannot be solved. 
The second ( onsideration ihat should be kept in mind is that this inflation 
is the result of the inequitable distribution of the resources of the country. 
As has been said by many members, there are a few persons who are rich 
today as a result of the war conditions. They are getting richer every 
day, specially as a result of their participation in war contracts. But this 
enrichment of a very few has been the clause of impoverishment of the 
very many. 

I would also ask him to bear in mind that this inflation has in its back- 
ground famine and destitution. It is true that there are a few persons who 
have become rich and are getting richer but the vast majority of the 
population have become poor and are becoming poorer every day. Against 
this background 1 would ask him to consider the implications of this Bill. 
It is in view of this and as a palliative that I have suggested in my amend- 
ment a reduction in the amount of the proposed taxation. He suggested 
that the tax should be ^ anna in the rupee and we have suggested a small 
reduction. The Hon’ble Minister says, ‘‘How can I go to the Government 
of India and ask for subvention unless I can first tell the Government of 
India that we have taxed the province and we have raised new revenues 
and after raising as much revenue as possible, we have come to you.’’ 

If that is his purpose, if he wants to make a gesture, if he wants to 
justify himself to the Government of India, he can very well accept my 
amendment. This will to some extent relieve ihe distress of the poor. 
This will to some extent relieve the distress of those who have been afflicted 
by the recent conditions. At the same time, he will also get his tax, he 
will have his Bill passed. He can also tell the Government of India that w^e 
have taxed ourselves as far as is compatible wdth the conditions obtaining 
in the province today. If, of course, he thinks that the province is in a 
prosperous condition, I leave him to his owm imagination. But I think and 
every honourable member will admit that the province is not in a prosperous 
condition, I think he can very well go to the Government oi India and 
say^ “we have taxed to the limit of our capacity”. 1 submit, Sir, this 
existing tax of a quarter of an anna is already too much, I think we have 
gone to the utmost limit to which we can go. Do not put the last straw 
on the camel’s back with the plea that if the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
does not impose this tax, he will not be able to make out a good case to the 



514 


FINANCE AMENDMENT BILL. 


[15th March, 

Government of India. I think he can make out a good case even without 
this tax, and in that case he will have the general support of the people of 
this province. I will appeal to him to extend to the afflicted people of the 
province this little mercy even at this late stage. 

Mr. PRESfDENT: Motion moved: that in paragraph (a) (f clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “one-half” in line 2, the word “one-third” be 
substituted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, this amendment moved by my 
honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir also stands in my name. Sir, when 
the original Bill w’as passed into law in 1941, promises w^ere made 
that something would be done for the poor. I quote the words ol the then 
Finance Minister who is now the Civil Supplies Minister of the present 
Cabinet. He said “In order to compensate the poorer section of our people 
for the amount of tax that they may have to pay on account of the purchase 
of cloth, we do propose to set apart at any rate some portion of the tax in 
order to encourage the establishment of a poor fund in every union so that 
out of that fund the necessities and requirements of the needy can be met.” 
Sir, may I enquire what has been the fate of this promised poor fund? I 
am afraid after meeting the travelling allowance and other allowances of 
the cultured poor Ministers this unimportant and unnecessary fund for the 
uncultured poor of the country never materialised. Sir, this amendment 
does not seek to take aw’ay everything from the Bill. (.»nly a modest 
attempt has been made to reduce the tax from 4 anna to ^ anna. I think 
this time the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will see his way to accept this 
humble amendment and wdll redeem the promises that were made by the 
then Finance Minister and I hope and trust an honest attempt will be 
made by the honourable members who support the Ministry to see that the 
poor people are saved and their burden is lessened. 

With these words, I support the amendment moved by my honourable 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBI8H ; Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment and I beg to draw the att/cntion of the House to the queer 
situation that has been created by the Government by introducing a Bill 
called the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill on the one hand and this enactment on the other. Now, the implica- 
tion of this Bill that has yet to be passed, I mean the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, is so clear that it does 
not require any further argument from me to convince the House that the 
Government are really conscious of the fact that a certain section, I mean 
the poorer section of the country, is really entitled to relief for the simple 
purpose of restoring them to their holdings or their lands which they had 
to sell in the course of the year 1943-44 for the purpose of saving their lives 
and procuring food. It is well known that a very large number of the 
poor agriculturists had to sell their lands 

iMr. lHAOfiR On a point of order, Sir. Is my honourable 

friend in order in introducing an element which is foreign to the present 
amendment? 
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Mn NAGEMDRA RATH MOHOLANOBI8H: The honoxirable member 
rising to interrupt me will easily follow the relevancy when he will consider 
that the Government which is trying to give relief to a large section of the 
people on the ground which they themselves believe to be true, namely, 
that these people had to sell their lands, their hearths and homes to 
procure food in order to live so recently as a few months ago, is now 
bringing a taxation Bill affecting these very people. Nothing could be 
more absurd than this. Therefore, Sir, it behoves the Government to 
withdraw the proposal of further taxation. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, I beg to oppose the motion for the following 
reasons. This amendment seeks to replace the words “one half” by the 
word “one-third”. Sir, I do not understand what pur])ose will be served 
bv such an amendment as this, when the difference is so small. My friends 
who have moved this amendment have also fully realised that it makes 
practically no diherence and that it is an amendment for the sake of amend- 
ment only. Now, Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Mohalanabis said that 
when the people had to sell their lands, tiieir liearths and homes, any pro- 
jiosal for the imposition of a tax like this would be absurd. I w'ould sub- 
mit, Sir, that those i)eoi)]e wdio had to sell their hearths and homes wdll not 
be affected by this Bill. As I said yesterday, it is only those people w’ho 
have got greater purchasing power and who aidually buy large quantities 
of goods that will be affected, and those people w^ho are poor and wdio buy 
only ten or five ru})ees w'orth of cloths will not be affected. Besides, the 
kinds of cloth that these people generally buy wdll not be taxed. Had he 
had the goodness to move an amendment which would seek to exeinj)! such 
articles of cloths as handloom rhaddar, khaddar and loongies, he wmuld 
have done more good to the people than by introducing such an amendment 
which stands to no reason; and therefore I oppose it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: In rising to support this 
motion I would like to give a bit of arithmetic to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister and for the consideration of the honourable members of this House. 
I think the object of the Finance Minister is to double the tax which is now 
being levied under the existing Finance Act of 1941. The amendment pro- 
poses that instead of 3 pies in the rupee the taxation should be 4 pies in the 
rupee and not 6 pies. That is the proposal, i.e., a reduction of two pies 
in the rupee. Now, Sir, let us consider the value of a commodity in the 
year 1941 and the value of that commodity in the present year. I think 
it will be admitted on all hands that what was sold at one rupee in the year 
1941 is sold at least for three rupees in the year 1944, if not for more. 
Therefore, if the Government was getting one pice with regard to a com- 
modity which was sold in 1941, now he will get one anna if four pies is 
substituted for three pies, that is four times the revenue that he was getting 
under the existing Act. If that is so, then it would appear that by this 
amendment the tax is not actually doubled but quadrupled. If on the 
other hand the Bill is passed as proposed by the Finance Minister, the tax 
will be increased by >8 Hmes if we con-sider the price of a commodity that 
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was prevailing in 1941 and the price of the commodity prevailing now in 
1944. I would submit to the Finance Minister and many other 
members who speak on behalf of Government that if their real intention 
is that the poorer section of the population should not be affected by this 
tax, is there any provision in the Bill which would save these people from 
the harmful effects of the taxation proposed? We have tried to point out 
before that there is none. Not only that, attempts have been made by the 
Opposition to improve the Bill in this direction but that was not accepted. 
I therefore submit that if this amendment is passed the real object which 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister has in view would be attained and I hope 
he will not oppose this amendment which really satisfies all the require- 
ments which he wants in order to approach the Government of India for 
a subvention for balancing the provincial budget. With thevse few words, 
I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I will not 
repeat my arguments. Even Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee with his 
legal training seems to have failed to appreciate my point. But I am not 
sorry for myself : I am rather sorry for him. I would just like to say this, 
however, that in our attempts through this Bill to exempt the poor man’s 
cloth — both mill-made and hand-woven — we are about to sacrifice an 
enormous amount of revenue. I am not in a position to say how much ; but 
from the calculation that it has been possible for me to make, I think it 
will run into several lakhs of rupees, and in view of this increased exemption 
in favour of the poor man’s cloth I think we are justified in taxing those 
who can afford to bear the burden. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Then why don’t you 
do away with the Schedule altogether? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is : that in para- 
graph (a) of clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “one half” in line 2, the 
word “one-third” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in clause 2 of the Bill, 
for the words “one half” in line 4, the word “three-eighths” be substituted. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will realise that we are fighting 
every inch of the ground. This time we have suggested three-eighths of 
an anna in place of one-half anna. In the previous amendment we 
suggested one-third anna in place of one-half anna and failing this we 
have adopted the golden mean and suggested three-eighths of an anna. 
Our first amendment was for the deletion of clause 2. Our grounds are 
the same, namely, that the country cannot bear the burden. I would tell 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, “You have defeated us in those amend- 
ments and failing in our attempts to carry the amendment for one-third, 
we are trying to make it three-eighths. Will you bend?” With these 
words, I would ask the House to accept my amendment. 
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Mr. MUNGTURAM JAIPURIA spoke in Hindi 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. President, vSir, 

I am afraid, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is trying to take us through 
blind alleys and pathways, for, in none of his speeches in reply to the 
debate has he given us any indication of the approximate amount that may 
be available from this taxation. A similar situation also arose in 1941 when 
his predecessor in office piloted the original Bill. It seems that the 
Hon’ble Mr. T. C. Goswami has no clear idea, not being a mathematician 
himself, of the approximate amount that may be derived from this source. 
We would be justified in giving our support to this measure if we had any 
idea of the amount Government exactly required to meet the deficit and 
how much would be available from the Sales Tax. The amendment 
proposed by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das is a very reasonable one. I 
think Government should not try to impose all on a sudden a measure like 
this on the poor unwary tax-payer. They should proceed cautiously, stage 
by stage. In the original Act the rate of tax is a quarter of an anna in 
the rupee. Now it is sought to be increased to half an anna. 
Mr. Humayun Kabir’s amendment w^as to limit the tax to one-third of an 
anna but that was not to be. My friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amend- 
ment suggests a vui media and in fact, Sir, the voting on this amendment 
would be the test of the sincerity of Government to exempt the poor from 
the oj^eration of this measure. Sir, I have already said that the rich alone 
will not bear the burden of taxation but the poor also W'Ould have to share 
the burden equally. 

Sir, the handloom induwStry has not been exempted. In the original 
Act it was kept outside the purview of taxation but by the inclusion of 
clause 3, the handloom industry has been brought within the mischief of 
the Act; and not only that, the small industries also will suffer. As I said 
yesterday, so far as my district is concerned, there are innumerable weavers 
who eke out a wretched existence out of the profits derived from the 
handloom and other cottage industries. I do not know, Sir, what will b (3 
their condition if the Bill is passed into law. 

Sir, with these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I would like to say a 
few words in this connection. I am rising again to speak in support of 
the motion which my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has moved, having 
spoken on the previous motion which is practically on the same line, 
because the Hon’ble the Fnance Minister could not appreciate the little 
bit of arithmetic which I gave him. He cannot say how much he expects 
to get from this taxation. Perhaps he will get several lakhs of rupees. 
He may get two to ten lakhs of rupees by including dhooties, lungies and 
other things. But, Sir, we have to consider that out of the 60 millions of 
population of Bengal practically 90 per cent, are living on the verge of 
poverty, starvation and also bankruptcy. (The Hon’ble Mr. T. C. 
Goswami : The amount will be nearer Hs. 20 lakhs, but as we have 
got this by estimate I did not mention the amount.) Let us expect Rs. 50 
lakbfl. So, by doubling this tax you get 8 times more, because the prices 
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of commodities have gone up nearly 4 times. I, therefore, submit that this 
moderate proposal of reducing the tax to pies per rupee should be accept- 
ed by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “one-half’' in line 4, the word “three-eighths” 
be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, after paragraph (a), the following proviso be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that the tax payable by a dealer in respect of all mill-made 
cloth except those covered by the Schedule to this Act shall not be more 
than one quarter anna in the rupee on his taxable turnover.” 

' Sir, may I say that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has got his pound of 
flesh? I would only urge upon him to make one exception with respect to 
the mill-made cloth and request him to retain the tax on such article as it 
is at present, namely, one pice in the rupee, because this tax is a tax which 
is imposed on all people of Bengal including the poor whose only interest 
in life in this unfortunate country is food and cloth. They have got to 
clothe themselves. They take to mill-made (doth for this purpose. Sir, 
in this connection, allow me to refer to the scheme which Government are 
making to rehabilitate the famine-stricken people of Bengal. At least 
6 million people are aflected by this measure, and in order to relieve their 
condition, Government have come up to enact a Bill called the Bengal 
Alienation of Agricultural Land (Tempi^rarv Provisions) Bill which implies 
that a vast number of people is without means for their living and they have 
sold their all in order to keep their body and soul together. Now Govern- 
ment proposes that they must get back their lands. The original Bill was 
to the effect that they should find out money in order to get back their land. 
Sir, all that has now been changed. If this is the condition of the country 
today, 1 would say that at least in the matter of cloth which is usually 
used by them, they should not be taxed at the rate of more than one pice 
in the rupee. Sir, the argument has been advanced by the Hon’ble 
Minister that the purchasing power of the people has greatly increased 
and therefore the tax will not weigh heavily upon the people of Bengal 
That is a proposition which I contest, and I say that the purchasing power 
of a very small number of people, namely, those who are in the trade or 
who are connected with war efforts or who are contractors, has only 
increased. The dictum of the Hon’ble Finance Minister which he has 
used in his Budget speech in the Lower House, namely, that the rich have 
become richer and the poor poorer, is a truism. Speaking generally, the 
condition of the people of Bengal today is bad. Cloth is as necessary as 
food for the people. I, therefore, hope that he will see his way that at 
least on this particular item the tax may not be more than one pice in the 
rupee. 

Mr. MUNGTURAM JAIPURIA spoke in Hindi. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, an experienced businessman like Mr. Jaipuria 
is trying to lead us into something which is not correct. Mr. Jaipuria 
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states that of the six crores of Bengalees five crores will be taxed to the 
extent of Rs. crores. That, Sir, is not a fact. These 5 crores of people 
will not be taxed at all if they would only purchase cloths of a certain 
standard whi(‘h will be exempted from Ihe purview of this taxation. This 
rate will be fixed later on; perhaps it will apply to cloths worth Rs. S to 
Rs. 4 per pair. We are not going to emulate Mr. Jaipuria, when he says 
that the rest of the people, that is to say, one crore of Bengalees will have 
to pay tax at one to- four annas. We would tax their cloths merely half 
an anna per rupee and the total receipts from all kinds of sales taxes would 
be not more than Rs. 2^ crores; so there will not be Rs. 14 crores as 
anticipated by him only from the sale of the cloth purchased by these 
people. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I had hoped that Government would 
accept this amendment. This amendment is couched in a form which 
largely meets the viewpoint of the Government. I will first deal with some 
of the remarks n^ade by the honourable member who has just sat down. He 
has assured us that the poor people of Bengal will not be taxed, that they 
will not have to pay anything by way of tax for the cloth that they will 
buy. We thank him for this assurance. But I am afraid that this House 
has listened to so many empty assurances from so many Hon’ble Ministers 
that the assurance of a Parliamentary Secretary is a small (‘onsolation. He 
has not also told us what exactly will be the level at which the exemption 
will be made. In course of casual conversation the other day with one of 
the Hon’ble Members of the Cabinet, I heard that (doths of the value of 
Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 a pair might be excluded. I do not know, Sir, if this is 
authentic; but there was some such suggestion. Even if it is Rs. 8 per pair, 
the figure quoted by Mr. Taipuria still holds good. Tie ])iit it very clearly 
before the House, and members will agree that IG yards of cloth is the 
minimum with which a person (‘an clothe himself in a year. Sixteen yards 
at annas eight or ten annas a yard will not escape the tax. With annas 
eight a yard, the mischief of the tax may perhaps just be avoided, but I 
am not sure that this will be certainly so. But in any case, suppose it is 
one pie more than annas eight, then the cloth will come within the mischief 
of this tax. If the honourable members opposite and the Hon’ble Minister 
are going to take the matter in their own hands and assure us that a certain 
doth will not be sold at more than a stipulated price, then there would be 
some justification that such cloth will not be taxed. The examples we have 
had so long of the way in which Government manage their affairs do not 
encourage one to think that they will be able to fix a minimum price and 
control it. Unfortunately, in actual operation Government have again and 
again failed in their attempt to control the market. They have often 
bungled the whole thing in a miserable manner. I am giving one instance. 
I understand, Sir, that in Calcutta alone albout 1,174 persons have applied 
for a quick decision with regard to the unstamped cloth which is in their 
stock. Out of this Government, in the course of the last 2J months, dispos- 
ed of only 74 cases. Even in these 74 cases, all the cloths have not yet been 
stamped, If the Government cannot, dispose of 74 cases within 2^ months 
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you can easily understand what they will do and how long will they take ta 
dispose of the cases of 1,174 merchants; and this relates only to Calcutta. 
This failure on the part of Government to deal with these cases means that 
so much cloth is not available to the consumers. In consequence the prices 
are forced up. Attempts which the Government made from time to time 
to effect control of prices have so long failed because Government could not 
exercise control at the necessary points ; they cannot control raw materials : 
they cannot control the actual price of production : they cannot control 
transit: they cannot control transport and they cannot control the actual 
distribution amongst the retailers. When they attempt control at any one 
point, the result is a bottle-neck. Their control causes more cloth to be 
withdrawn from the market. So far as control of price is concerned, we 
have seen in the course of one year’s experience that as soon as a scheduled 
price is declared in respect of an article, it suddenly vanishes from the 
market and you cannot get it in the market. These difficulties we have 
experienced during the last year. Take -the situation in Bengal today. 
We require at least one lakh bales of cloth per month to be imported from 
outside the province in order to meet the demands of the province. One 
lakh of bales requires to be transported from outside. The Government 
members as well as the members of this side of the House know very ’well 
that today transport is controlled by authorities over which the present 
Government of Bengal have little or no influence. We know that in war 
time civilian handling of traffic is not possible. But the Bengal Govern- 
ment have failed to take advantage even of the facilities offered. The 
Government’s delay in dealing with unstamped cloth is adding to the 
shortage of cloth in the market. Here also the shortage is thus artificially 
created. 

Goods are not going out of Calcutta to the interior nor coming to 
Calcutta from outside the province. Now, in view' of these conditions, 
how are the Government going to guarani ee that they will he able to supply 
cloth to the poor people at, say, Rs. 4 a piece? I also know that foi a long 
time Government have not been able to disburse to the different distribu- 
tion centres the standard cloths which were accumulated in their stores. 
Government cannot possibly handle these questions unless they have some 
control over the transport. But they do not have that. In spite of the pro- 
fessions of Government, in spite of the best intention of Government, the 
poor people wdll therefore be actually affected. Government cannot 
guarantee that they w'ill supply all the requirements of the poor at a price 
below the exempted rate. If my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s 
amendment is accepted, at any rate the problem of cloth, — and cloth is a 
very large problem of the poor, — ^will be solved. My honourable friend 
Mr. Jaipuria has very rightly said that the traders do not come into the 
picture at all. They do not pay this tax. The consumers or the customers 
have got to pay every penny of this Sales Tax, as will be evident from the 
cash memos. So far as the traders are concerned, they are not directly 
involved in this tax. Therefore, if Government accept the suggestion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and exempt mill-made cloths from paying this i 
increased tax, if the mills are charged a lower rate as suggested by him, a 
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very large section of the poor will get the relief which Government profess 
or declare they want to give to the poor. 

Mr. LATAFAT H08SAIN spoke in Urdu. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise on a point of 
order. Is the honourable member speaking on the motion or what? He 
seems to be attributing dishonest motive to the entire community. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. He is making a general statement which 
he is perfectly entitled to. He is not making any reflection on anybody. 

Ho Government propose to reply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, further dis- 
criminatory treatment in the matter of mill-made cloth is quite unneces- 
sary. I think my honourable friend Mr. liatafat Ilossain has given 
a satisfactory answer to the observations of Mr. Taipuria. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 2 
of the Bill, after paragraph (a), the following proviso be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘Trovided that the tax payable by a dealer in respect of all mill-made 
cloth except those covered by the Schedule to this Act shall not be more 
than one quarter anna in the rupee on his laxable turnover.” 

On division; — 

AYES- 16. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjae. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. G. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

Mr. Humayun Kahir. 


Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Kader Baksh. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. c. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

^^'oes — 25. 

The amendment is, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

tomorrow. 

Adiaurnment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Thursday, the ICth March 
1945. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Mazumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanobish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Rat Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOES— 25. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SaJyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latatat Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidiaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subidail Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes— 16; 


therefore, negatived. 

The House now stands adjourned till 1 p.m. 


/Srt 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 15th 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Eeza Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(6) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

(7) Mr. E. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Maulana Mohammed Akrum Khan. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. E. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Eashid. 

(13) Mr. B. K. Eoy Chowdhury. 

(14) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 24. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the IGtli March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the twenty-fourth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
?i2{2){a) of the (Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasao Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
Ln the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Case against Mr. Latafat Hossain, M.L.C. 

90. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

{a) if it is a fact that Mr. Latafat Hossain, m.l.c., and his colleagues of 
the Bhatpara Municipal Board were prosecuted without adequate 
preliminary investigation into the charges laid against them; 

{h) if it is a fact that the Assistant Sessions Judge, Alipore, acquitted 
them agreeing with the unanimous verdict of the Jury ; and 

(c) what legal expenses have been, incurred by the Government over the 
criminal proceedings covering a period of 18 months? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur): {a) No. Very thorough 
nvestigation by an able D. D. Officer resulted in submission of the charge 
;heet. 

(6) Yes. 

<c) Rs.2, 930-8. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister 
he name of the Magistrate who w^as in charge of this case? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think that is quite pertinent. 

Mr, YAKUB H, S. 8 ATTAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
5tate who prosecuted Mr. Latafat Hossain which involved an expenditure of 
Rs. 2,930-8? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I want 
aotice. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: WiP the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
fo state what was the verdict of the jurors? 

The Hon’ble Hawah MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Not 

guilty. I 

B3 
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Starvation oases in Dinajpur. 

47t Mr« KEDAR BAKSHs Will tlie Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civi 
Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that nearly 500 families in the town of Dinajpur hav( 

already been faced with starvation due to want of foodstuff ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that nearly an equal number of family is noi 

having more than one meal a day; 

(c) if he is aware that the food situation in the town of Dinajpur has 

assumed an alarming position; and 

(d) if so, whether the Government have taken or are likely to take steps 

without any delay for sending rice to Dinajpur town for selling it 
at a cheap rate to save the people there and also to open free 
kitchens in the town area and other kitchens for the sale of food 
at a nominal price ? 

Mfi KADER BAK8H: Sir, I do not want any answer to this question 
now as I think the situation is changed and it has lost its importance. What 
is the use of getting answer after 7 months? It has lost all its force and 
importance. If he so desires, the Hon’ble Minister may read the printed 
answer but it has no bearing on the subject now. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The House has the right to get the reply. If you 
do not want to put the question then of course there would be no reply. 
But in public interest the Chair can allow the Hoii’ble Minister-iii-charge 
to reply to the question under rule 33. 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr^ S, Suhrawardy) : The replies are with reference to the time 
when the honourable member sent notice of the question. 

(a) There was some distress but perhaps not to the extent visualised by 
the honourable member. 

(6) It is possible that some needy families were not having more than 
one principal meal a day. 

(c) and (d) No. Rice and paddy were reported to be readily available 
in the town and there had been an appreciable drop in prices. 

Standard Cloth. 

57. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(o) why “standard cloth” has not yet been made available in the 
districts of Northern Bengal and particularly in Jalpaiguri, 
Dinajpur and Darjeeling ; and 

(b) whether sufficient number of standard cloths would be made avail- 

able in the mofussil districts without further delay? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The position on the 2nd July, 

1943, was as follows ; — 

{a) The first allotment of standard cloth to Bengal was very small. 
Supplies had to be restricted to non-padd> -growing districts and areas affected 
by cyclone. Dinajpur was included. But the mills which were asked to 
supply Dinajpur have not yet fulfilled their contract. One of them has just 
done so, and the cloth is expected in the near future. 

(6) It is expected that large quantities of standard cloth will be made 
available to the mofussil districts if supplies are received according to the 
indents placed by this Government with the Government of India. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : Sir, we have heard from 
the Hon’ble Minister what was the position on the 2nd July, but will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the present position about the 
standard cloth? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, there are questions that 
have been put to me regarding the present position of the standard cloth 
and I shall answer them on the floor of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
when was this answer prepared which he has just no^v read out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That I am not in a position 
to say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Can he say only by guess how long ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It must have been prepared 
in due time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: About six months ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Very likely. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Then, Sir, may I know why the question 
was not answered during the last session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think, I have given full 
explanation on the last occasion why it was not possible for me to reply to 
this question and other such questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Does the Hon'ble Minister want to 
suggest that we shall put questions and he would answer them according 
to his own convenience? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps the Hon’ble Minister means, — though it is 
not for me to say what he exactly means, and if I am wrong he will correct 
me,^that the reply was prepared in due course and he could not go 
through it and approve of it. I speak from my personal experience. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Sir, if the answers are 
delayed, the importance is altogether lost. Moreover, there is a time-limit 
within which a question should be answered. 
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The Hon’ble Mr^ Hi $■ SUHRAWARDYs Tliere is no doubt about it 
that the questions should be answered in due time and as rapidly as possible. 
On the last occasion I fully explained that owing to the strain and stress of 
the very peculiar circumstances 'of last year it was not possible for me to 
attend to the work of the legislature. It is not because I do not realise 
the importance of this House, it is not because I have no desire to answer 
questions ; on the contrary, I have every desire to place all the facts before 
this House as soon as they are available. But the circumstances during the 
last session were so peculiar that I could not find time to do my legislature 
work. I gave that explanation very fully on the last occasion and I under- 
stood the House had accepted that explanation. It is no use raising the 
point again. 


Controlled grain shops in the mofussil. 

84. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH ; Will the Hon ble 

Minfister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if Government-controlled cheap grain shops have been opened in any 

mofussil districts to supply rice to the public at large; 

(b) how many such shops have been opened in Calcutta for supply of 

rice to the public at large; and 

(c) if the Government are aware that the number is insufficient to sup- 

ply the population of Calcutta, and if the Government will be 
pleased to take steps for opening adequate number of such shops, 
both in Calcutta and mofussil? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The position on the 7th July, 
1943, was as follows: — 

(a) A statement is laid in the Library. 

(h) 373. 

(c) Yes: it is contemplated to replace these shops by a large number of 
Government Distributing Centres. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I enquire of the Hon’ble 
Minister why the statement is placed in the library? Is it because if it is 
placed in the library it is no use for us for putting supplementaries or 
anything of that sort? May I suggest that it should be placed on the table 
of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. it is not the practice. The practice is to lay 
such statements on the library table. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: If it is placed in the library, how can I 
use it now when I want to put some supplementary questions in this connec- 
tion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a bulky document and so it cannot be placed on 
the table of this House ; the Hon’ble Minister has only followed the previous 
practice. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR; M iiy I suggest, Sir, that this practice 
be changed in the interest of the debate? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid it is not always convenient to change the 
practice because this practice has developed as a result of long experience. 
Your experience of this House is rather limited and so is mine as President 
of the House. So I would rather be reluctant to change the practice 
without further experience. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have already put forward my argu- 
ment from the point of view of convenience. Unless we get these state- 
ments at least 30 minutes before the House sits, we feel it very inconvenient 
in the matter of putting supplementary questions. Therefore, I think the 
practice may be changed, as many things are being changed for the sake 
of convenience. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I point out. Sir, that if 
the honourable members are very keen on doing their parliamentary work, 
why don’t they come a little bit earlier and take a little bit of trouble and 
go to the library to read the papers there? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Then I would suggest. Sir, that the 
statements may be given to us one day before so that we may be able to 
equip ourselves with the supplementaries better, and it would be in the best 
interest of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:! Mr. Mazumdar, this is something which is absolutely 
new, because the Parliamentary institution has been functioning in this 
Province for nearly a quarter of a century, and I can tell you that no member 
has ever complained that he had found no time to consult papers placed in 
the library. This is my experience. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, on several occasions complaints of 
this nature were brought to the notice of your predecessor in office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; But what is the justification for doing so. If people 
associated with the legislature for the last quarter of a century could find 
time to look into the papers placed in the library table and get information 
from there, there is no reason to tliink that that practi(*e *has caused 
inconvenience and should be changed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are you sure, Sir, that the legislators 
for the last 25 years found time to go to the library and read the statements 
there? When Mr. Mazumdar was complaining about the existing practice 
and saying that for the sake of convenience, the papers should be placed on 
the table within the House so that all members may read them, it was not 
merely for the convenience of this particular member only but for the 
convenience of all the members. Now^, if really there are certain good 
reasons in favour of placing these statistics in the library, then will the 
Hon’ble Minister please rise up and give us those reasons so tliat we may 
be satisfied? At present we are not satisfied and so we press that these 
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statements ouglit to be placed within the House so that all members may 
immediately refer to them and put supplementaries to the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that there is a file on the subject and 
my predecessor very carefully went into the matter. I would like to go 
through it before I give my final decision. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS and Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Thank 
you, Sir. 


Want of rico and cloth in Bakarganj district. 

85. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state if he is aware of 
the fact that Bakarganj is now, as regards rice, a deficit district? 

(b) Is it a fact that the district is running short of the supply of cloth 
and the available stock is selling at an abnormal price ? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate importing sufficient stock of rice 
and standard cloth from outside to relieve the distress of the people of the 
district? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The position on the 8th July, 
1943, was as follows : — 

(a) No. 

(b) I have no such information, except that prices of cloth have risen 
high everywhere. 

(c) Steps have been taken to import large quantities of standard cloth 
to Barisal. As regards rice the question does not arise. 

Bad quality of rice. 

86. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
a very bad quality of rice which was declared by the Chief Analyst of the 
Corporation of Calcutta to be unfit for human consumption, was supplied by 
the Government to the said Corporation for their labour staff? 

(b) Is he aware that a large volume of complaints against the rationed 
food grains supplied by the Government-controlled stores was to the effect 
that they were very bad in quality being rotten or sometimes mixed up with 
dust and rubbish? 

(c) If the replies to (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, what steps do the 
Government propose to take to prevent such foodstuffs being supplied to the 
shopkeepers in future when wholesale rationing is going to be introduced 
in Calcutta and its adjoining industrial areas? 

(d) Do the Government propose to appoint a non-official vigilant com- 
mittee in every circle of every ward in Calcutta for the purpose of supervising 
supply of rations to the public? If not, why not? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; {a) The Government of Bengal 
are in possession of a report by the Corporation of Calcutta to the effect that 
a quantity of rice delivered to the Corporation has been declared bj^ their 
Chief Analyst to be unfit for human consumption. No copy of the Chief 
Analyses report, however, has been supplit“^d by the Corporation though they 
were asked to do so. 

(6) Some such complaints have been received. 

(c) Government have made arrangements to take samples of all food- 
grains arriving in Bengal whether by sea or by rail. Samples are examined 
and care is taken to ensure that only rice which is suitable for human 
consumption is supplied to shopkeepers in the rationed area. 

(d) Government propose to appoint a Non-Official Advisory Committee 
for every sub-area in the rationed area. Sieps have already been taken to 
constitute these committees. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I enquire if the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion has up till now sent any report about the Analyst’s Examination? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Not up till noV, as far as I 

am aware. Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: As regards the decision of Government 
about tJie appointment of a Non-Oft‘cia] Advisory Committee for every sub- 
area in the rationed area, has this proposal been given effect to up till now? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Steps are being taken to 
constitute tliese Committees; orders were passed long ago, and I hope these 
Committees will come into being shortly. 

Mf. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: How long will it take to give effect to 
these steps ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am not in a position to give 
a date, Sir. 

Debt Settlement Board. 

87. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Government propose to dissolve the Debt Settlement 
Boards which are still functioning in view of the relief that the 
debtors may have under the Bengal Money-Lenders Act; 

(h) if not, how’ long more the Government intend the Debt Settlement 
Boards to function? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath 
Mondal): {a) No, as agriculturist debtors are likely to get more relief 
under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act than under the Bengal Money- 
Lenders Act. 


/ 
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(b) The Debt Settlement Boards will continue to function till the dis- 
posal of the applications made to them. ^ 

Introduction of Rationing Scheme. 

88. Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state when 
do the Government expect to start the Rationing Scheme at controlled rate 
of prices to relieve the people of Bengal including Calcutta, and whether 
sufficient stock of foodstuffs have been secured to maintain regular supply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Rationing has come into force 
in Calcutta, the South Suburban municipalities and the municipalities of 
Tollygunge, Garden Reach, Howrah and Bally-Belur with effect from the 
Slst January, 1^44. The scheme will be extended as soon as practicable to 
the whole of Gi eater Calcutta, t.r., Calcutta and the Industrial Area. The 
Central Government have undertaken to supply foodgrains sufficient to feed 
Greater Calcutta and it is expected that sufficient stocks will be available to 
maintain reguiar supplies. 

It is not proposed to ration the whole of Bengal, but I have issued 
instructions to take steps to ration in a modified form all the urban areas 
and subdivisional headquarters and deficit rural areas. This system will 
apply to those persons who have no food stocks of their own. Some areas 
are already rationing themselves, while Chittagong town has been wholly 
rationed. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Witli regard to this 
question also I may say that it has lost its importance, for rationing has 
ali’eady been started in Calcutta. We know’' all these things. And you 
must pardon me, Sir, if I say that this delay has been made with a purpose. 

The Han’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Why? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: This question will have no 
effect. When we wanted to know of these things information w'us not 
supplied to us. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I have already said that 
it is true that this question has not been formally answered on the floor of 
the House here but information relating to this matter has been given in 
numerous communiques. And honourable members of the House if they 
are also members of the public who keep in touch with what is going on in 
the province knew fully well when rationing was going to be introduced. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister has been 
giving this information elsewhere, then why did he not take the earliest 
opportunity of laying this information before the House? Why then did 
he not answer my question? (No. 86.) 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Not elsewhere, but in this 
very province. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With regard to the observation made by 
the Hon’ble Supply Minister that information given to the province is 
practicall}’ given to the House, then, what is the use of this House? We are 
sitting here at the cost of the ratepayers — at a daily cost of about 
Rs. 3,000 for both Houses combined, and if a pressmote or communique is 
published for general information and we are referred to it in the House, 
then what is the use of our being here? The Hon^ble Minister has surely 
some sort of responsibility for placing information here and we are paid to 
do our duty to elicit information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope the Hon’ble Minister realises that the House 
has a special right to get information from the Government and the House 
is not expected to draw its inferences or to get information from the infor- 
mation supplied to the public at large. 

The Hon’llle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I made that observation 
in answer to a statement of Mr. Chakraverti that this answer had been held 
back purposely. It was that matter I was replying to. There is no question 
of keeping it back purposely and there is no point in doing so. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, but 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it necessary to pursue the point any further? 
You have made the position j)erfeetly clear and the Hon'ble Minister has 
also explained his difficulties. After that is it necessary to pursue the point 
further ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 12 days* time for answering ques- 
tions should be insisted upon and the departments concerned should see 
to it that the information is collected within that time and on expiry of this 
period the matter should be brought before the House. Otherwise, what is 
the use of providing for 12 days’ notice? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope Government do their best to see that ques- 
tions are replied to as early as possible. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is not done. Sir, and that is our 
grievance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government should do it. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of privilege? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My point of privilege is in connection 
with my adjournment motion which I wanted to move regarding non- 
availability of rice in the various parts of Bengal at controlled rates. When 
I made my statement Mr. Suhrawardy told this House that my statement 
was not based on facts and my statement was not correct — that it was a 
prejudicial report and that it caused unnecessary alarm. I submit, Sir, that 
I was justified in making my statement, as it .was based on a Government 
document — I mean the Calcutta Gazette, Therefore what I said was 
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correct and based on Gk)vernnient report. The statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister lias practically violated the privileg'e of a member of the 
House, because my statement was based on correct information — informa- 
tion supplied by the CalcutUi Gazette. So, Sir, I want to have the state- 
ment made by the Hon’ble Minister withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What Mr. Suhrawardy actually said was this: 
*^0n a poini of order, Sir. I do not know whether the honourable member 
is in order in reading out his motion before it is admitted, but I wisli to 
bring to your notice that the motion contains matters winch are rather 
prejudicial. They are not based on facts and they are likely to cause 
unnecessary alarm’ ’ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, the honourable members 
had made so many wrong statements in the House, have they ever taken 
them back? Then, Sir, wliat is the privilege? How does the privilege 
of the House arise 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, the Hon lie Minister 
says that the honourable members of the House make wrong statements. 
Should he be allowed to make such a statement? 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY; Hoes the Hon’ble Minister think that 
wrong statemenis should not be the monopoly of this side of the House only? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: What I meant was this: 
Sometimes wrong statements are made in this House; but are they taken 
back or expunged? After all, wrong statements that are made by members 
on the floor of the House are not taken back. I dare say that the speeches 
of many honourable members are sometimes wrong but are they taken back 
or expunged? So, 1 submit there is no question of a privilege motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, as a matter of fact, Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar’s adjournment motion was based upon a copy of the Calcutta 
Gazette. In that copy it was specifically stated that in certain places there 
was shortage of rice. But the Hon’ble Minister used some words which 
were derogatory to the prestige of the honourable member and that is why 
he has raised this point of privilege. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, the point was whether 
a serious situation had actually arisen or not. I have explained to the 
House the other day that the serious situation had not arisen. Take the 
specific case of Jhenidah. It has been stated in the Gazette report that there 
is no rice at Jhenidah, But, Sir, Jhenidah is set in a surplus area and there 
is plenty of rice and paddy. No serious situation has arisen because the 
market of Jhenidah as such has not got any rice. Now, Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar from the statement which appeared in the Calmtta Gazette 
concludes that a very serious situation has arisen in the province. That, 
Sir, is an alarming news which is likely to arouse panic in the minds of the 
public. And this fact is wholly unwarranted. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the alarm due to Mr. Mazumdar’s 
motion or due to the publication of the fact in the Calcutta Gazette? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I should like to know wliat is the point of privilege. 
How the privilege has been affected, you .uust explain that point. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the point is this: I have been 
charged with making incorrect statements. Put, Sir, I have conclusively 
proved from the Calcutta Gazette that there was shortage of rice at 
Jhenidah. My argument was based on the facts collected from the Gazette. 
But the IIon’1)le tlie Civil Sui)]>lies Minister accused me of having made 
incorrect statements. That statement siiould be withdrawn by him. 

There is another point, Sir. AV^hether there' was a seroius situation or 
not, that was going to be discussed in the House. The Hon’ble Minister 
might have proved that the situation Avas not serious. The motion was 
simi)ly before the House for discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To cut short matters, if Mr. Mazumdar feels that 
his privilege as a member has been affected, this matter may be referred 
to the Privileges ('omniittee. 


The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may 1 point out that 
Mr. Mazumdar is a little bit mistaken in the idea of a serious situation? If 
there was no case of a serious situation, then there was also no case for 
bringing in an adjournment motion by him. The adjournment motion is 
based on the arising of a serious situation of definite urgent public 
iinportanc(* 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAYERTI: Sir, when you have 
decided the matter, can the Hon’ble Minister again speak? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As it has been decided to refer the matter to the 
Privileges Committee, there should be a formal motion by an honourable 
member to that effect. AA^ill somebody move the motion? 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let someone else move it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the point of 
privilege raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding the infringement of 
the privilege of an honourable member of this House in connection with the 
adjournment motion be referred to the Privileges Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Is it the general desire of the House that the 
matter should be referred to the Privileges Committee? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I do not think that after the 
explanation given by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy it is necessary that this 
matter should be referred to the Privileges Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you put this matter to vote may 
I submit one thing? Matters of privilege of this House have generally been 
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referred to the Committee without any voting* on the matter. 
We made no further comment on the matter raised by 
Mr. Mazumdar in the expectation tliat it was the general sense 
of the House to refer the matter to the ('ommittee without any voting. 
You, Sir, as the custodian of the rights and privileges of this House should 
see that this matter is settled there. If matters like these are put to vote, 
a very bad precedent would be created. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope that Government will realise the position 
and they will not object to this matter being referred to a Privileges 
Committee. 

Mr, MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, if I remember aright, votes were 
taken on previous occasions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you insist or you accept my suggestion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, it is merely a question 
of wrong statement made over here. How many wrong statements have 
been made from time immemorial in all Parliaments ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the desire of the House that this matter should 
be referred to the Privileges ('ommitlee where it may be discussed in an 
atmosphere of detachment? It is for the Commitlee to recommend w^hether 
this is a matter of privilege or this is not a matter of privilege. That is 
why I suggest that the matter should be referred to the Privileges Com- 
mittee. Do I take it that it is the general desire, and there is no objection 
on the part of Government? 

(There being no objection from any section of the House, the Hon^ble 
President declared the motion of Mr. Das carried.) 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, we come to the discussion of the next item on 
the agenda, namely, the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move that after paragraph 
(a) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following new paragraph be added, namely : 
*^{aa) to sub-section (1), the following proviso be added, namely: 

‘Provided that the tax shall not be leviable more than once on any 

goods in the course of its transit from the producer or importer 

to the ultimate consumer’.’’ 

Sir, in commending this amendment to the acceptance of this House, I 
Liust at the very outset say that it is the most reasonable and equitable 

amendment of the whole lot. The simple principle is that one commodity 

should not be twice taxed. Sir, it has got two aspects — one with finished 
goods and the other with the raw materials that are used to make the 
finished goods. Take for instance, a text-book. The primary educatior 
text-books are exempted but the paper that makes the books is taxed oncf 
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and when the books of the upper classes are printed, they are taxed for the 
second time ; the ink is also taxed. Therefore, this is one aspect of the 
question that the same article is practically taxed twice. Take another 
instance. A jiatent medicine is taxed and" the ingredients that go to make 
that medicine are also taxed separately. 

Then the other aspect of the question is that the same goods are taxed 
twice when they are transferred from one place to another. There must 
be rules and other safeguards sufhcient to protect that in the process of trans- 
fer the goods are not taxed twice. Sir, this lax practically falls on the 
shoulders of the poor masses and poor middle-class people. If the articles of 
luxury, such as liquor, wines, Burma cheroot and other things are taxed at 
the rate of annas 8 in the rupee, we have no objection. But wliat we say is 
this: there should be a graded and graduated incidence. If this sort of tax 
which makes every one, rich or poor, liable to the same amount of tax is to be 
resorted to, then it will l)e very inequitable, particularly in a country where 
literacy is about 6 per cent. 1 want to stress this point. I do not like to 
harp on the arguments that have been advanced by me and the honourable 
members of the House on several occasions but would again ask the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister if he has the power — of course I doubt very much if he 
has the right to change a comma, or a semi-colon of this amending Bill, 
because he is speaking nothing but His Master’s Voice 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, this is my Bill 

and the drafting is also mine. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Thank you. I am very glad to learn 
that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is in a position to change everything in 
liis Bill, lock, stock and barrel. Very good. Bui I would only request him 
to change the lock only and keep the stock and the barrel to himself. With 
these words, I commend the motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that after paragraph (a) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the following new paragraph be added, namely, — 
^^(aa) to sub-section (7), the following proviso be added, namely: — 
^Provided that the tax shall not be leviable more than once on any 
goods in the course of its transit from the producer or importer 
to the ultimate consumer’.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, it is my pain- 
ful duty to oppose the amendment moved by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. It 
is painful because it seems to me a loss of time — I am sorry to have to use 
that expression — because the arguments advanced by him are obviously 
inspired by — again I shall not use a stronger word — by a misunderstanding 
of the provisions of the clause. What he has proposed is an unworkable 
proposition; it will benefit no one and it will only lead to friction, for it is 
impossible to keep a life-history of each and every item of commodity. The 
scheme of the Act is such that the articles have to bear only one tax. That 
is the whole scheme of the Act. It is a one-point tax. I need not deliver 
a lecture on that but would only ask Mr. Haridas Mazumdar to think over 
it and if necessary with the assistance of more intelligent persons. 
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Mn HUMAYUN KABIR; gir, I quite realise the force of what the 
Hon’hle Finance Minister has just now stated : but I would remind him of 
one consideration in connection with this amendment. When the original 
Bill was first moved, it was suggested on behalf of Government that there 
would be taxation at one point only. 

Even now, I think that is the intention of Government. But as the 
Finance Minister has now pointed out, it is almost impossible to keep a 
life-history of every particular commodity. I commend for his considera- 
tion a suggestion that was made at the time of the consideration of the 
parent Act. The suggestion which was made at that time was that if the 
taxation could be imposed at the source, namely, in the case of manufactured 
goods at the time it passes out of the hands of the manufacturer into the 
hands of those who deal with the goods and in the case of raw materials at 
the time it passes into the hands of the buyer from the hands of the producer 
— if the tax could be fixed at one point — this mischief could be avoided. I 
agree with the Hon’ble Finance Minister that it is difficult to have any 
machinery for checking the operation of the tax which is being realised 
now. But if some such machinery could be evolved, that will probably 
serve the purpose which the Government have in view. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: May 1 offer an 
explanation in regard to what Mr. Humayun Kabir has said? I quite 
realise that at the early stage the trade may not be wise enough to avoid in 
some few cases double taxation ; but as the trade gets used to it it will 
realise that it is a single tax and if the merchant is careful he will avoid 
double taxation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is: that after para- 
graph {a) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following new paragraph be added, 
namely ; — 

“(an) to sub-section (i), the following proviso be added, namely:— 

‘Provided that the tax shall not be leviable more than once on any 
goods in the course of its transit from the producer or importer 
to the ultimate consumers’.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA; I beg to move that in paragraph (6) 
of clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “three per centum” in line 2, the words 
“two per centum” be substituted. 

I think no comment is necessary in support of my amendment. The tax 
proposed is a mass taxation. So any reduction in its incidence will go to 
the benefit of a large section of the public. Therefore, I have suggested a 
reduction of one per centum, i.e., to say, from three per centum to two per 
centum, which will give some relief to a very large section of the population. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that in paragraph (6) of clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “three per centum’’ in line 2, the words “two 
per centum” be substituted. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI; I think, Sir, here 
there is some misconception. I took some trouble in my speech while 
introducing* the Bill to show the necessity in fairness to the traders for 
allowing this percentage. The present provision of one per centum is 
really inadequate on the present rate; that is to say, in many cases the 
trade suffers a loss. Even with 3 per centum, as I pointed out as a result 
of a slight arithmetical calculation the dealer may still be losing something 
like -18 of a pie of the Es. 3-0-G that Government collect on every Bs. 100 
of his turnover. So in all fairness we should allow them this little conces- 
sion. Not a concession, but just a fair share to which he is entitled. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in paragraph 
(6) of clause 2 of the Bill, for the words ‘'three per centum” in line 2, the 
words “two per centum” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 of 
the Bill, ihe words “for the entries” in line 1 be deleted and for the word 
“substituted” in line 3, the word “added” be substituted. 

I think, Sir, it is a very important amendment. In the schedule show- 
ing exemption from the Finance Sales Tax Act, 1941, in item 16 it has been 
laid down that handloom woven cloths when sold by a dealer who does not 
deal in any other kind of cloth would be exempted. The 
jjlresent Bill wants to do away with that provision, and in its place they 
suggest that the following should be substituted, namely: “When the sale 
price of a dhoti, lungi or saree does not exceed such amount as the Provincial 
Government may fix in respect of dhooties, lungies or sarees, as the case may 
be, by notification in the OflScial Gazette : 

Provided that the Provincial Government may fix different amounts for 
dhooties, lungies or sarees of different sizes.” 

Now, Sir, to a certain extent cloths whose prices would be fixed by the 
Provincial Government would go tax-free and all the rest would be taxed. 
Sir, it is a very important thing and the whole House should consider it very 
carefully and seriously. We want that handloom and hand-woven cloths 
should remain exempt as before and should not be taxed as now suggested. 
All that I suggest is that this item 16 may remain as it is. Over and above 
that we would have no objection if this amendment is added. I got the 
impression from the Hon’ble the Leader of the House, that if item 16 of 
the schedule is abolished, a very small body of people would be affected. I 
desire to draw his attention to the fact that a very large body of people are 
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concerned witli this particular trade of handlooin-woven cloths. Let them 
enjoy the benefit as they have been enjoying* from the time of the introduc- 
tion of the Sales Tax in 1941. I desire to quote certain figures from the 
Annual Eeport of the All-India Spinners Association for the year 1941-42 
to show the extent of Jchadi work in Bengal and its possibility — 


Rs. 

Total production of kJuidi ... ... 6,13,116 

Total nett khadi sales ... ... 5,64,055 

Number of spinners under All-India Spinners Association 

in Bengal (of these 12,498 are Muhammadans) ... 15,726 

Number of weavers under All-India Spinners Association 699 

Wages distributed by the All-India Spinners Association, 

Bengal, to spinners ... ... 85,044 

Wages distributed by the All-India Spinners Association, 

Bengal, to the weavers ... ... 48,936 

Number of villages served .... ... 757 


Besides this there are other khadi associations who deal in handloom 
woven cloth. Now, Sir, there is a very large body of people who will be 
affected by the abolition of item No. 16 of the Schedule. I want to remind 
the House that at the Madhabdih Bazar alone in the district of Dacca which 
deals exclusively in handloom w'oven cloths thousands of rupees worth of 
goods are transacted every week. In the district of Dacca there are 700 
villages in which there are large numbers of dealers who deal in handloom 
woven cloths. In Tipperah, Sir, there are several well-known places where 
countless dealers deal in handloom woven cloths. There is a big centre 
for such goods at Barkamla and at Maiiiamati. Comilla is also well-known 
for such a centre. There are several villages, such as Hirapur, Andikote, 
Gungar, Kaliganj and other places where a large number of spinners deal 
exclusively In handloom woven cloths. Sir, even the Hon’ble Mr. Buhrawardy 
whx) pilotted the Sales Tax Bill when it was introduced for the first time 
during the r%ime of the First Fazlul Huq Ministry in 1941 never thought 
that handloom and hand-woven cloth should be taxed at all. I am quoting 
a portion of the speech which Mr. Suhrawardy then delivered in the 
Assembly — “Sir, such articles as mris, dlwotn and gamvha^ as produced by 
our country wx^avers’’ that is his expression “produced by our country 
weavers”. “Potteries produced by our coomers, slippers produced by our 
cobblers, tobacco is grown by our villagers and all these could be excluded 
from the taxation.” But it pains me, Sir, to see that at a time when this 
matter is in the charge of Mr. Goswami, a prominent Congressman, he 
should do away with item No. 16 which exempts handloom woven cloth 
from taxation. Sir, this is an act which should not have come at least from 
him. The prince among men who is now detained in the palace of His 
Highness the Aga Khan in Poona used to say: “You Hindus and Muslims 
unite, be non-violent, spin and weave. This will lead you to Independence.” 
Now, the Hon’ble Finance Minister who was a devotee of Mahatma Gandhi, 
should he now be a party to taxing spinning and weaving? Should he not 
encourage such a thing as handloom and woven cloth free of taxes? Should 



FINANCE AMENDMENT BILL. 


53d 


1944 .] 


he impose this tax upon handloom and hand -woven cloth? Then, again, 
InoH, only is a principle here involved but there is also the question of 
patriotism, nationalism involved in the matter. Here, Sir, are our village 
cottage-industries awaiting development arni encouragement and what is the 
best method of developing and encouraging them ? Is. it by the imposition 
of a tax that you are going to develop them or encourage them? Will they 
be able to hold their head high iu competition with mill-made cloths and 
other kinds of cloths? That is the first thing to look into. If you are 
willing to encourage the village cottage-industries, the principal thing 
which comes first to one’s mind is the handloom cloth which is as much 
necessary as food. Sir, just as without food no one ean live, so without 
cloth no one can hide one’s shame. There is another thing in connection 
with this matter, and that is the question of money. Where will the money 
go? The money will have to be paid for purchase of cloth. The money 
goes to the poor, for it is they who manufacture ^nd actually sell these cloths 
without payment of any tax. Are they, therefore, the persons upon whom 
this tax should be imposed? So 1 think that a distinct improvement can 
be made in this Sales Tax Bill if the word ‘‘substituted” is changed and 
in its place the word “added” is substituted. Keeping these cloths tax-free 
as hitherto, the Hon’ble Minister can very well add to Schedule 16 dhootis, 
lung IS or sarees. When the sale price of a dfiooti^ lungi or sa/ree does not 
exceed such amount as the Provincial Government may fix in respect of 
dfiooties, Imigis or sarees as the case may be, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, they may also be exempted from the tax. This will be a great 
improvement, and I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister to allow the 
Hduse to make this improvement. With these words, I commend my 
amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. P’RESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of the Bill the 
words “for the entries” in line 1 be deleted and for the word “substituted” 
in line 3, the word “added” be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to support the 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das I would like to say a 
few words. As I made it clear yesterday in my speech, there are some 
defects in the wording of the Bill itself. Possibly it did not strike the% 
Finance Minister when the Bill was drafted, and we were assured that the 
Bill was drafted by the Hon’ble Minister himself possibly without the 
assistance of the Legislative Department and that is why this mistake 
crept in. When we heard Government members during the last two days 
in connection with the discussion on the Bill, I think it was admitted on all 
hands that the poor man’s cloth would be excluded from the operation of 
this tax. Possibly the Finance Minister knows very well, as has also been 
pointed out by the mover of this amendment, that a large section of the 
poorer people wear dhotis and saris which are prepared by the handloom 
weavers in the country and it will mean the abolition of the handloom 
industry altogether if you impose a tax on handloom products which would 
be used by the poorer population of the province. As a matter of fact, on 
further consideration I find that the amendments relating to clause 3 which 
have been tabled by many honourable members would have very much 
64 
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improved the Bill if the Hon’ble Minister had made a provision that 
handloom cloths, dhoUes^ saries, chaddars, garnchaSj lungis made of yarns 
up to 40 counts shall be excluded from taxation under the Finance Sales 
Act. That would have benefited the poorer section of the population; and 
even now I would suggest for the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister the 
suggestion which I am making, namely, that he should exclude dhoUs, 
lungis j swrees, ganicha^, chaddars and handloom woven cloths prepared up 
to 40 counts. This would be an improvement on the Bill as it stands now 
and if this amendment is accepted, possibly in course of 15 minutes all the 
amendments on the list, from No. 24 to No. 35, will be disposed of. With 
these words, I support the amendment. 

Mfi KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I had also an amendment which is 
almost identical. Although the wordings are different, practically it covers 
the same ground. The amendment of Mr. Das which seeks to exempt from 
this tax dhotis, Jung is, sarees, irrespective of the fact whether produced by 
handloom cotton weaving or by mill, if the sale price would not exceed a 
particular amount which the provincial Government may fix, would certainly 
benefit the poorer sections of the piibli(‘. Item 16 in the schedule to the 
existing Sales Tax A(;t did exempt handloom woven cloth. It requires no 
speech to justify the amendment before the House. Handloom is an indigenous 
industry which requires all possible encouragement from the State. It 
benefits not only the weaver, the producer of the commodity but also benefits 
the poorer section of the public for whom generally a very large percentage 
of the handloom cloths are woven. So this industry which benefits not a 
very inconsiderable section of the population re(juires special protection from 
the State and as such handloom wmven (doths ought to be exeiiipted from the 
operation of tliis Bill. There is another factor, too, which has been brought 
home to us by the exigency of the war. Mill-made cloths are not so very 
easily available even now. A situation may arise when owing to the 
diflBculty of transport and oilier factors mill-made cdoths may not be available 
m every part of the country. So provision should be made for handloom 
woven cloths in this province and for this 8fate-aid ought to be given to this 
industry. Instead of giving it this help, by tliis amending Bill a fresh tax 
js going to be levied on handloom woven cloths which were exempted in the 
original Act. So, from the stand-point of (‘.ottage-iudustry as well as from 
the stand-point that the poorer sections de])end very much on these handloom 
woven cloths, these cloths should be exempted. Cloth is one of the essential 
necessities of our life and as there are weavers who are competent and capable 
of supplying the cloths required for this ])rovinee, they ought to be given all 
possible aid and protection by the State. I do support the amendment with 
all the emphasis that I can command. This amendment should not be looked 
at merely from a commercial point of view. It should be looked at from the 
larger interest of the nation. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Haridas Majumdar, you have an amendment. 
Do you propose to move it now or separately ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I shall move it separately. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may move it now and after that I shall call upon 
the honourable members to speak on the amendments. 



FINANCE AMENDMENT BILI.. 


641 


1944.] 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. I beg to move that ia 
clause 3 of the Bill, for the word ‘"substituted” in line 3 the word “added” 
be substituted. 

Sir, the arguments already advanced by iny honourable friends who have 
supported the previous amendment will ct»nvince our friends opposite that it 
is necessary that handloom woven cloths should be excluded from the 
operation of the Bill. There is an additional reason also. These poor 
weavers, johis and imitis should be given adequate relief, and not only the 
coarse cloths should be exempted but also cloths whose prices may be Rs. 20 
or Rs. 30 a pair, should also be exempted for tlie sake of helping this 
cottage-industry. Sir, the Manchester mills dealt a heavy blow to this 
industry only a few dec.ades back, hut during the time of the Swadeshi 
movement this industry was again showing up its head : it was coming back 
(to its own inch by inch, and if at this stage another blow is given, this 
industry will be killed not to come back to life again after the war. When 
the big factories will raise their heads not only on the banks of the Granges 
but all over India, I am sure these poor people and this poor industry will 
be forgotten as a thing of the past. 1 hope and trust that this handloom 
industry will be spared by the ITon’ble Finance Minister if he has power to 
do so. 

With these words, I commend the resolution to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Dutta, I presume you do not propose to move 
your amendment. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; No, Sir, it is all tlie same. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it is all the same. 

/MJotions moved ; 

That in clause 3 of the Bill, for the word “substitute” in line 3, the 
deleted and for the word “substituted” in line 3, the word “added” be 
substituted. 

That in clause 3 of the Bill, for the word “substituted” in line 3, the 
word “added” be substituted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I rise to supiiort this amendment. I 
hope that in this case* al any rate the honourable members supporting 
Government will find it possible to accept this amendment. I find that 
amendments almost to an identical effect have been tabled by an important 
member from the Government side. If that is any indication of what he 
actually desires, I take it that the Government side already feel the force 
of some of the remarks which have been made from this side of the House. 
Now, Sir, the purpose of this amendment is to retain a very valuable 
provision which was made in the original Act. It was enacted that all 
handloom woven cloth, when sold by a dealer who does not sell any other 
kind of cloth should be exempted from the Sales Tax. The idea behind this 
exemption has already been stated. It is not necessary for me to dilate 
upon it very much. But I would nevertheless like to point out once more to 
members of this House that even today the supply of mill-made cloth is 
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not adequate for meeting the requirements of the province. In very many 
cases, there is Ideal production and local consumption. If this process of 
local production and local consumption is disturbed, then it would affect 
the economic life of the rural areas. In very many cases, I know from 
personal experience that there are persons who are agriculturists hut also 
have in addition probably a hand loom. They manage to eke out an 
existence by combining the income from their agricultural and weavers’ 
profession. Now, if the change which Government propose to make is 
carried into effect, the class of persons whom I have in mind and about whom 
the honourable members of this House also know from their personal 
experience, will be very seriously affected. This amendment which has been 
moved by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das does not in any way 
want to change the Government Bill beyond adding a particular clause of 
exemption in addition to what is already there. The present amending Bill 
seeks to take away a (‘oncession which had been enjoyed by the poorer classes, 
the weavers and their customers. The purpose of the present amendment ia 
to retain that. As has been stated by speakers on this side of the House, this 
is necessary not only from the point of view of the actual economic interests 
of these weavers and their customers, but it is also necessary from the point 
of view of the develo})ment of a very important cottage-industry in this 
country. If this amendment is not carried and if all hand-woven cloth is 
included within the purview of this Bill, what will be the result? The 
Government can say that they are going to exclude cloth of a particular 
value, but they are not going to make any distinction between the mill-made 
cloth and the hand-made cloth of the same value. They will simply fix a 
price. The form in which the Bill-clause has been drafted is that the 
Government may fix different kinds of prices for differenl sizes. There is 
no reference whatsoever to the cloth which is woven on a handloom or to the 
cloth which is woven in a factory. The only reference is to a difference in 
size. If the Bill-clause as originally drafted is carried into effect, the result 
would be that a piece of cloth, whether handloom-woven or mill-manufactur- 
ed, will come under sxactly the same consideration from the Government. 
Now, Sir, it is known that cottage-industries cannot thrive unless there is a 
certain amount of protection for them. If it be the case that Government put 
the mill-made cloth and the hand-woven cloth exactly in the same category, 
then the handloom cloth will be gradually driven out of the market, and 
as has been pointed out by Messrs. Lalit Chandra Das and Kamini Kumar 
Dutta, a very large number of persons derive their livelihood from this source. 

I would also in this connection make a passing reference to some obser- 
vations made by Mr. !^ader Baksh yesterday. He said, ^‘What after all 
does a difference between one-quarter and one-half in the rate of the tax 
make” ? It may be the case thatd;o him or to the Hon’ble Finance Minister, 
the difference is not very material. Yet to a very large number of our 
fellow-countrymen, half an anna in the rupee means a quite considerable 
proportion of their daily income. Even under the present abnormal 
conditions in the rural areas. Government wanted to provide test relief only 
at the rate of six annas per day. According to the estimate of Government, 
six annas should thus be the income ol a person a day even under the 
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present abnormal conditions. Rome attempts were made to increase tbis 
rate but I do not know whether they were carried into effect. In some places 
test relief operations couIl not be continued as able-bodied workers did not 
come forward and were not willing to work at the rate of six annas per day. 
Therefore, in some cases Government had -to abandon schemes of test relief. 
If the» Government decide that six annas should be the average daily normal 
income of a labourer in this province, then to such persons the difference 
between a quarter of an anna and half an anna is certainly a material 
difference. I would ask Mr. Kader Baksh not to judge the poorer sections 
in this country by his own standard but to show them some sympathy. If 
he remembers that a considerable section of this community buy cloths 
locally produced and in the local market, then he will understand what a 
difference this amendment will make. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain also made certain remarks yesterday. He took to 
task the members of the Opposition because he knew, he said, that these 
amendments were brought forward only in order to harass the Government 
— I think that is the term he used — and not out of sympathy for the poor. 

I do not know if he has genuine sympathy for the poor, and if he has, then 
he should come forward to support the amendment, whicli aims primarily 
if not entirely at doing good to the poorer classes of people in the country. 
From the point of view of the agriculturist, from the point of view of the rural 
population and from the economic point of view, it is desirable that handloom 
woven cloth should be exempted from the operation of the Rales Tax. The 
amendment Mr. Das has moved seeks to safeguard this privilege which is 
already being enjoyed and which was given to the poorer classes of persons 
by a former Finance Minister. I would put it to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister whether he would be the person who is going to kill the cottage 
industries and especially handloom weaving? Will he be tiie instrument 
to destroy this item in the national economy, for which the Congress — to 
which organisation the Hon’ble Finance Minister at one time belonged — 
pressed so much? Is the Finance Minister going to be the person who is 
going to kill the handloom industry and cottage industry from which such 
a large proportion of our fellow-nationals today derive their income? If 
Mr. Das’s amendment is carried, the position of the handloom weavers is 
safeguarded. In addition, one item which was missing in the existing Act 
will have been added in the present Bill, for there was no reference whatso- 
ever therein to coarse lungi.s, dhotis, and sorees unless they were woven by 
hand. If Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment is carried, we will have two 
types of safeguards. On the one hand, all handloom woven cloths will be 
exempted from the operation of this Bill. In additioif, mill-made cloths 
below certain prices will also be exempted. This amendment gives double 
protection to the poorer section of the population, namely, he will be able to 
buy handloom-made cloth or if he so prefers he will be able to buy mill-made 
cloth and he will not have to pay any tax provided the quality and the price 
\ of the cloth is such as would be fixed by the Government. In view of these 
considerations, I would urge upon the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to look 
at this amendment with sympathy. It is a constructive suggestion of the 
Opposition which would definitely improve the Bill . It is a matter in favour 
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. of which the Government party have expressed their own desires, and indicat- 
ed unmistakably by amendments tabled by Government party members. We 
expect that they will accept the amendment and persuade the Government to 
accept it and not put it to the vote. As Mr. Mukherji has said, if this is 
agreed to, we would be finishing the Bill immediately, because all the other 
amendments will fall through. From that point of view. Government would 
be well advised to accept it. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; Sir, I wholeheartedly support the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This principally 
relates to the weavers, and we all know that the total production of handloom 
cloths in India has greatly dwindled. In olden days it was Lancashire that 
strangled the handloom industry in this country and now it is the cotton 
mills of India that are killing this industry. I may remind the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister that Mr. Rajagopalachariar, one of the greatest leaders 
of the Congress, introduced the Sales Tax Bill in Madras and exempted 
handloom products. This Bengal Act is a copy of the Madras Act. He 
made a famous speech while introducing his Bill, not from the point of view 
of the spinner, not from the point of view of encouraging Jchadi, not from 
the point of view of consumers, but from the point of view of protecting 
lakhs of weavers. The number of weavers in Bengal is very large, according 
to the report of tlie Itoyal Agricultural Commission. It is more than 2 lakhs 
in Bengal. Tlie uiuendment asks for small c-oinicssion which should be given 
to help the weavers. The production of handloom woven cloth should be 
ta,x-free not so much from the point of consumers as from the point of view 
of weavers. The consiimeirs are already hard-hit because of the greed of the 
cotton mill-owners of Bombay. By wholesale extnnption of handloom products 
he would be showing sympathy towards the hand-weaving industry and 
weavers of Bengal. The llon’ble Finance Minister must exempt all production 
of handloom woven ])roduction. It is known to him no doubt that in the last 
year’s famine and distress they suffered most. It is also perhaps known to 
the House that about 60 per cent, of the weavers in Bengal is Muslim. So 
my Muslim friends opposite should realise that 60 per cent, of weavers who 
belong to the Muslim community will be benefited if this amendment is 
accepted. I appeal to them to bring pressure on the Hon’ble Finance 
Minns ter to accept this amendment and to see that the production of hand- 
loom woven cloth is fully exempted from the operation of this Bill. Fancy 
sarees made by handloom weavers do fetch good prices but the power-looms 
are copying the designs and unless some protection is given, hand-woven 
sarees will disappear from the market and thousands of weavers would lose 
their bread. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H; Sir, I had no desire to take part in this debate. 
But certain remarks have been made by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir to 
which I have to reply, because I had not been truly represented in his 
speech. It is not a fact that when I spoke yesterday on his amendment to 
reduce the per centum from one-half to one-third I had not the interests 
of the poorer sections in view. He thinks that he knows better about the 
handloom weaving industry than I do, but he forgets that he has been all 
along in Calcutta and so he cannot speak of the weaving class in the villages. 
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He lias neTer gone into the interior villages and seen things for himaelf. I 
speak from my own personal experience 

' Mfi HU MAY UN KABIR! On a point of order, Sir. Am I the subject 
of this amendment or is he speaking on the amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Probably that is the preamble to his speech, 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Preamble without any body. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, I have been witli these weaving class people 
for the last 20 or 25 years. I started an association under the co-operative 
system in my own district. I have been thick and thin with these people. 
But be that as it may. Sir, I never said yesterday that these people should 
be taxed. I made a reference yesterday in my s])eech that certain classes 
of cloths ought to be exempted from the operation of this Act. But this is 
my personal view. 1 think sarees, dhottcs^ Jvnyis and (jamclias of certain 
counts, not the finer qualities, should be exempted. My honourable friends 
opposite have got into a habit of wearing khaddar which are very fine and 
costly. Those varieties should never be exempted. 

As regards the difference between l/3rd of an anna and j of an anna, 
I said there is no difference. But there is diff'erence between J of an anna 
and \ of an anna. Sir, I think, J have made my position absolutely clear 
to Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. President, I may 
say at the outset that from the point of view of seniimeiit my sympathies are 
entirely with the movers and supporters of the two amendments, but there 
is also the other side of the question. 1 want to know^ how in a consumers’ 
tax the weaver is directly hit. 1 have tried to find that oiit^ 1 am sure 
that in trying to protect the weavers we are really giving a premium to 
dealers. Ours is a consumers’ tax, remember that. ’Fherefore, what I 
propose to do is this. Without making a Ivmg speech 1 may tell you what 
I propose to do. I propose by my rule-making power to fix different prices 
for handloom woven cloths and mill-made cloths (Mr. Humayun Kabul: 
You cannot do so.) I am competent to do so, and thereby give a preference 
in favour of handloom made cloths 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I interrupt the Hon’ble Minister 
for a minute and draw his attention to the proviso wdiich says that “Provided 
that the Provincii|l (irovernment may fix difierent amount for dhoties, 
lungis or .sYcroe.v of different si/.es.” There is no reference whatever here 
to anything about the different types of cloths manufactured in mills. By 
his rule-making power he cannot ffo that. Of course, if he can do so we 
would welcome that and it would meet our point. 

The Hen’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI; Sir, I have had it 
legally examined and T am in a position to say that it is possible for me to 
give a preference to the handloom made cloths. My object is not to kill 
the handloom industry. They must be protected not merely by an exemp- 
tion here but by other means more effective and efficacious. But I think 
We have no right to exempt those purchasers, to give bounty to those 
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purchasers, who are able to afford cloths, dhotdes or sarie^, priced at, say, 
Rs. 50 or Rs. 100, and that is why I am declaring on the floor of this House 
that in consultation with the representatives of different Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Weavers^ Associations I shall fix rates which will give a 
prefernce in favour of handloom woven cloth over mill-made cloth. I hope 
this will satisfy the honourable members. The statement which I have made 
is one which I hope I shall be able to implement. I cannot accept the 
amendment simply because I cannot exempt the rich man’s cloth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There are two amendments before the 
House — one moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and the other by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Now, if Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment is carried, then 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s amendment will not arise, and if Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das’s amendment is negatived, then Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s amendment 
will fall through. They are exactly the same. I shall put Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das’s amendment to vote. 


The question before the House is : that in clause 3 of the Bill the words 
“for the entries” in line 1, be deleted and for the word “substituted” in 
line 3, the word “added” be substituted. 

On division : — 


Rti Bahadur K. 0. Banarjaa. 
Mr. 8. C. Ohakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Daa. 

Mr. B. C. Datia. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 


AYES— 14. 

Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. D. Mazumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanobiih. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Maulwl Wahiduziaman. 

NOES— 23. 


Mr. Maibabuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurui Amin. 

Khan Sahit Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Kadar Bakih. « 

Mr. D. L. ^ua. 

Mr. C. E. cfarka. 

Mra. K. D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 

The Mon’bla Khan Bahadur S. M. Hoiain. 
Mr. Laiatat Hoiialn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


Mr. Mohammad Hosiain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Moilah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaiur Rahman. 
Mr. Biran Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. d. W. R. Stavant. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamiuzzoha. 
The House has divided. 


Ayes being 14 and Noes 23, the amendment is negatived. . 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I beg to move that in clause 3 of the 
Bill, in column 1, after the word and comma “lurisris/' in line 1, the wordi 
^^chad/iars and gamchas^^ be added. 

Sir, the amendment is self-explanatory and I need not say anything 
about it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 3 of the Bill, in 
column 1, af^-r the word and comma in line 1, the words ^^chadda^i 

and gamchds*^ be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, 1 am afraid, 1 
cannot accept the amendment about chaddms and ga/rAchas. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 3 
of the Bill, in column 1, after the word and comma ‘^lungisj^’ in line 1, the 
words ^‘chadda/rs and gannchas^' be added. 

(The amendment was nep^atived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in view of the asvsurance given by the Hon^ble 
the Finance Minister, I do not move any of the amendments standing in 
my name. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is it in order for Mr. Nur Ahmed 
to say that he would not move all the amendments when those amendments 
are not before the House now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Strictly speaking he is not, because all his amend- 
ments are not yet before the House. But I think he did it as a matter of 
convenience. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I beg to move that in clause 3 of the 
Bill, in column 1, after the items dhotis, lungis and sarees^\ the following^ 
new items be added, namely: — 

‘‘and any cloth woven in handlooms’\ 

Sir, I hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister will accept it for the sake of the 
poor section of the population and will not reject this modest amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 3 of the Bill, in 
column 1, after the items dhotis, lungis and sarees/* the following new 
item be added, namely: — 

“and any cloth woven in handlooms^’. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I do not see any 

justification for exempting this because the actual purchase of tliese commo- 
dities by the poor will not entail any sale tax. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 3 
of the Bill, in column 1, after the items ''dhotis, lungis and sarees,^' the 
following new items be added, namely: — 

“and any cloth woven in handlooms^’. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : tliat clause 3 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The 'motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After the time-limit fixed for amendments, the 
office received notices of two amendments, one from Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Dutta and the other from Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra verti. In view of the 
fact that it is an important Bill, I am prepared to accept these amendmenta 
at short-notice, Will Mr. Dutta move his motion now? 

65 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir. I beg to move that after 
clause 3 of the Bill, the following clatise be added, namely: — 

^‘4. After item 16 of the Schedule to the said Act, the following new 
item be inserted, namely: — 

1 2 
16A Handloom woven cloth . . When the cloth is woven in cotton yams only.” 

Sir, the object of the amendment is simple. It has been stated by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister that under the rule-making power he would 
provide for some special concession in favour of handloom cloths. The real 
object of the present amendment also is to give relief to the poorer sections 
of the public who earn their living by weaving ordinary cotton cloths and 
not silk cloths. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after clause 3 of the Bill, 
the following clause be added, namely: — 

“4. After item 16 of the Schedule to the said Act, the following new 
item be inserted, namely: — 

1 2 
16A Handloom woven cloth . . When the cloth js woven in cotton ytinis only.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI; Sir, I take it that 
the Hon’ble the Leader of the Oppovsition is satisfied with my assurance 
which I have already given. Therefore, I hope he would oblige me by not 
pressing this amendment for the simple reason that even handloom woven 
cotton cloths are sometimes very expensive. We know that the price of ordi- 
nary 'cotton khaddur of special quality varies between Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 a 
piece. That is a fact. So, I hope he would not press his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question. before the House is that after clause 
3 of the Bill, the following clause be added, namely: — 

“4. After item 16 of the Schedule to the said Act, the following new 
item be inserted, namely: — 

1 2 
10A Handloom woven cloth . . When the cloth is woven in cotton yarns only.” 


(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 
3 of the Bill, the following clause be added, namely: — 

‘^4. After item 16 of the Schedule to the said Act, the following new 
item be inserted, namely: — 

1 2 
10A Handloom woven cloth . . When the sale price does not exceed rupees fifteen.’ ’ 
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My present amendment is just consistent with the principle enuiiriated 
by the Hon’ble Minister himself in his assurance. I have fixed the price 
at Us. 15, so that the poorer sections may gel some relief out of this hand- 
loom woven cloths. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after clause 3 of the Bill, 
the following clause be added, namely: — 

“4. After item 16 of the Schedule to the said Act, the following new 
item be inserted, namely: — 

1 2 
16A Handloom woven cloth . . When the sale price does r )t exceed rupees fifteen.” 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. I’resident, Sir, 1 beg to su])port this 
amendment. I think that my fricinl Mr. Dutta has taken the Hon’bla 
Finance Minister at his word, and has taken him at a very great dis- 
advantage. (Ine of the main arguments advanced by my honourable friend, 
the Finance Minister, and some of his supporters was to the effect that there 
is handloom cloth which can sell for Es. 50 or e\en juoie per piece, and as 
he has put it, he was not prepared to exempt any licli man’s cloth from the 
operation of this tax. Now, Sir, the stiug of that objection is entirely 
removed if this auiendinent is carried. I would ask my hoiumrabie friends 
to my left and in front to support the amendment for it will bolli save the 
weavers’ interests and the interests of the poor people. My honourable' 
friends to my left do not certainly want that the rich man should not enier 
heaven any more than the camel should pass through the needle’s eye ! 
This amendment is entirely in consistency with their principles and in con- 
sistency with the principle of the members of the other side. 

There was one other point to w^hicb reference was made by my hononrahle 
friend tbe Finance Minister. He failed to undersland how the consumers’ 
tax can in any way affect the weavers. I ask him 1o apply his mind tor a 
moment to the question and it will be clear to liim. Onr contention is that 
unless there is some difference in the price between the mill-made cloth and 
the hand-made cloth, there would be a general tendencjy for the consuiner 
to prefer mill-made cloth to handloom woven cloth. For the same price, 
the average man would rather purc^hase the finer mill cloth than the coai^er 
hand-woven cloth. Therefore, even if the tax is paid by the consumer, vStill 
the fact that it actually increases fhe price immediately places Ihe hand- 
made cloth at a disadvantage compared to the mill -made cloth. In view of 
these facts, I think that if the Hon’ble Finance Minister opposes this amend- 
ment, he will be doing so without any reasons or grounds but simply for 
the sake of opposition. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I hail from a 
district where cottage industries were in a flourishing condition in olden 
times, but now-a-days tbe handloom industry and the cottage industries of 
the district are practically non-existent. I do not say they are in a mori- 
bund condition, but they have practically ceased to exist. The famous 
muslin is gone, so are the other industries. In the Dhamrai thana as well as 
in Narsingdi thana in the district of Dacca, there are a large number of 
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weavers who have been eking out a wretched existence from income derived 
from the sale of hand-woven cloth. Sir, as Mr. Humayun Kabir has rightly 
said, it will indirectly affect the handloom industry to a great extent. That 
the price of hand-woven cloth is higher than that of mill-made cloth is well- 
known, and if on the top of that the Sales Tax is added to the price of the 
cloth, it will indirectly operate harshly upon the purchasers. Consumption 
will be directly affected, and the purchaser indirectly affecled. My concern 
is about the poor middle classes and the poor, and as the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has given us an assurance that he will see to it that the poor man 
does not suffer in any way, what harm can there be in accepting the 
amendment as it is practically in line with his argument P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, my difficulty in 
accepting the amendment is simply this : I wish to fix different rates accord- 
ing to the prevailing market rate in consultation with the various interests 
and it would be unfair both to myself and to those whom I want to consult 
if I were to accept any price in advance. Besides, there may be a necessity 
for charging those rates if the prices fall as we expect the prices will fall. 
Rs. 15 may be quite right today but may be much too much tomorrow. 
I therefore oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that after clause 3 of the Bill the following clause be added, namely: — 

‘‘4. After item 16 of the Schedule to the said Act, the following new 
item be inserted, namely: — 

1 2 
16A Handloom woven cloth . . When the sale price does not exceed rupees fifteen.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Long 
Title and Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon^ble Minister Will now move the Third 
Reading of the Bill. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are you going to take up the Tliird 
Reading just now when only 5 minutes are left? Under rule 67 of the 
Procedure Rules of this House I would suggest that the third reading he 
postponed till Monday. My reasons are these 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tn view of the importance of the subject, it being 
a Finance Bill, I think it would be better not to take up the Third Readiug 
of the Bill today. It should be taken up on Monday next. 

The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 17th March, 
1044. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 16th 
March, 1944 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur .Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury . 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(6) Mrs. Labanya Probha Dutt. 

(7) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momiu. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(13) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944— 4l(k 25. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 17th March, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
twenty-fifth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Persons arrested and detained under Regulation III of 1818. 

91. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBIS: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons in Bengal have been arrested and are still being 
detained under Hegulation III of 1818, on and from 3rd June, 
1943, to 15th June, 1943; and 

(5) what allowances, it any, have been allowed to each such person and 
to his family? 

Mr. BIREN ROY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): 

(a) Nine, but two have subsequently been released. 

(h) A personal allowance of Hs. 30 per month has been granted to each 
Hegulation III prisoner and in addition family allowances at Hs. 100 per 
month to three of these and at Hs. 30 per month to one. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will ihe Parliamentary Secretary 
l)lease name those i)ersons to whom family allowances have been given? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Mr. Sibnath Banerji, Mr. Niliarendu Dutta 
Mazumdar and Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguli. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: And Hs. 30? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: The gentleman has since been released — 
Mr. Narendra Nath Sen Gupta. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about the three more gentlemen 
who are under detention under Hegulation III of 1818? Has any allow- 
ance been sanctioned to their families? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No, not yet. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Has any application been made 
them ? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does not the law require that they 
should be given family allowances even if they do not apply? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No; personal allowances are being given. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But why no family allowances are 
given P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The matter is under consideration. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the income of these three Regulation III prisoners before 
their detention? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to 
state if it is a fact that under Regulation III these persons are entitled to 
family allowance whether they apply for it or not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I have already replied that the matter is under 
consideration. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Rut are they not entitled to family allow- 
ance under the rules? If so, this cannot be under consideration because it 
is a question of fact. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If it is a tact— and it has been admitted by 
Government, that they are entitled to family allowances — then why no 
family allowances were granted to them? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I have already said that the matter is under 
consideration : various things have to be taken into consideration in that 
respect. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: May I know what is the number of 
family members of the Regulation III prisoners whose allowances have 
been increased? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For such figures, I want notice. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What are the various 
considerations which are under the consideration of Government? 

(Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti put the question from a seat which 
was not allotted to him.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, you must speak from the seat 
which has been allotted to you. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: There are various factors, such as their income, 
properties and other things. 
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Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How is it that although the applica- 
tions were siibniittecl in June, 194J, and we are in the middle of March, — 
nearly 10 clear months have elapsed — they are still under the consideration 
of Government? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All these allowances were settled in February, so a 
little more time must elapse. 

Adjaurnment motion regarding salt supply. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH ; Mr. President, Sir, with 
regard to my adjournment motion, the Hon'ble Ministc: for Civil Supplies 
wanted to make a statement today. 1 do not know^ if he is going to make 
the statement or whether 1 shall move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is going to make the statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, T would like the House 
to realise that except in the matter of price there is no control over salt. 
Private traders are free to get as much salt as they can and to move the 
salt wheresoever ihey like without any permits or hindrances. From this 
it will be obvious that if there are any difficulties at all in the supply and 
distribution of salt, it is due to difficulties of transport over the greater 
portion of which the (fovernment of Bengal has no control. To begin the 
story from the beginning : Salt has to be inijKmted almost exclusively 
from the Red Sea ])orts and the West Coast ports. Our monthly consump- 
tion is estimated at 40,000 tons of salt of which 4,000 tons are sent to 
Assam. This is the minimum estimate, although the trade puts it at a 
higher figure of between ten ami eleven lakh maunds. I will not take the 
House through the correspondence between us and the Government of India 
on the question of building up reserves within the Provinc-e. It wdll suffice 
if I were to state that the Government of India have now come round to the 
view that we should have a reserve of IG lakhs of maunds of salt within the 
Province, and of this I propose to keep 8 lakhs in Calcutta and 8 lakhs in 
the districts. The Government of India have further agreed to provide 
shipping for us at 30,000 tons a month. Shortage was apprehended by me 
when the Government of India decided to stop rail-borne traffic from the 
West Coast ports to Bengal. In the meantime, I have been successful in 
building up a reserve of 8 lakhs of maunds to meet the emergency that 
might arise owing to deficiency of transport. I made arrangements to send 
2 lakh maunds to the mofussil for immediate consumption. This was in 
the beginning of December. Transport, however, was not provided, and 
when it was provided, it broke down owing to a jam in the Bengal and 
Assam Railway. It will thus be seen that steps, and early steps, were 
taken by the Government of Bengal long before any one realised that there 
was likelihood of any shortage of salt. But circumstances over which the 
Government of Bengal had no control prevented them from carrying out 
the programme. The present arrangements stand as under: 

More than 2 lakh maunds of salt have already been despatched to the 
districts. There is a programme for a further despatch of 4 lakh maunds 
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on Government account. These were to be held as a reserve, but owing to 
the shortage of salt they will immediately go into consumption. An 
elaborate programme has been arranged for these despatches; from the drd 
of March 26 wagons per day have been available on the Bengal and Assam 
Railway. Two more wagons on the broad gauge above Abdulpur, making 
four wagons in all for these stations, will be available from today, bringing 
the total to 28 wagons. From the 1st April we shall have 80 wagons per 
day. From tomorrow 6 wagons a day will be available on the East Indian 
Railway, 7 wagons a day on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. Salt is being 
moved to Jessore to the extent of 6,500 maunds by military transport. 
Country boats are being utilised to carry salt to the East Bengal stations 
direct from Calcutta, and also from Khulna to which 15 trucks a day are 
being sent. A country boat convoy conveying 57,500 maunds of salt from 
Calcutta is already on the way to Madaripur, Gopalganj, Munshiganj 
Narayanganj, Chandpur, Feni, Hularhat and all such stations. By day 
after tomorrow^ I expect that the figures of our despatches will have gone up 
to 340,000 maunds of salt on Government account, and I expect to provide 
much larger facilities to private trade after the 21st of March, if necessary, 
by cutting down transport of other commodities. It will be realised by the 
members that many commodities have got io be sent at the same time, as 
there is a demand for all of them in all the distri(ds al the same time, and 
transport therefore has to be balanced so that all the commodities may be 
sent, and at the same time the commodities which are most urgently needed 
should have precedence for the time being. All the districts therefore have 
been catered for. The honourable member, I understand, comes from 
Jalpuiguri. We have already sent to Jalpaiguri 8,01)0 maunds of salt; to 
Dinajpur 11,500 maunds ; to Rangpur 12,000 iiiaunds; and similarly 
ever\ di.slrict has had a share. 1 am looking further into the 
question of sending salt to as many i)laces within the district as 
possible so that distribution may be more easily effected. As regards 
supplies, not only did the Government of India stop rail-borne salt 
but we received little salt in October, none in November, and very 
little salt in December. 1 can only trust that the Government of 
India have awakened to the very serious, I may use the word desperate, 
situation which has developed in Bengal owing to their not having provid- 
ed sufficient shipping space. There is, however, no need for despondency. 
The Government of India have promised that they will send us at least 
30,000 tons per month in future. They have increased the allotment of 
our imports from the Red Sea ports. For some reason or other, they had 
laid down a basic figure for imjwrts which was by no means ty])ical, as the 
imports in that alleged basic year had been the least owing to w’ar condi- 
tions. They have increased the figure by 50 per (‘ent. and we are pressing 
upon the Government of India to increase it still further, as the quota still 
falls short of our requirements. Secondly, the quota was distributed 
amongst persons who could not take full advantage of it. We are im]) 7 'css- 
ing upon the Government of India to redistribute the (piota amongst fhose 
who can take full advantage of these imports. As I said before, there 
no necessity^ifor despondency. There is plenty of salt both in the Red Sea 
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ports as well as in the West Coast ports, and all that now remains is for the 
Government of India to provide to ns the necessary transport facilities. 
We are also impressing upon them the necessity of opening- up rail-borne 
traffic at once until the situation here ^^.ises. I am also making arrange- 
ments for importing salt on behalf of the Governihent of Bengal so that we 
can build up our reserves, and in this respect I have every hope that the 
Government of India will come to the financial assistance of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

I need hardly assure the honourable members that I consider salt to be 
one of the most important commodities, and a very serious situation is sure 
to develop if arrangements are not made for proper supplies and distribution. 
So far as the Government of Bengal is concerned, we took precauti(ms in 
time, we foresaw’ the difficulties, we made our arrangemenis, but these 
arrangements, so far as they have broken dowui, broke down due to supplies 
and transport questions over which we have no control. The situation has 
greatly improved at this stage, but I am leaving no stone unturned to secure 
salt from wdierever I can get it and to impress upon the Government of 
India that they must keep to their promise and in fact they must make 
attempts to increase Iheir monthly quota without whidi the situation will 
not be brought under control. In addition to this, I may also inform the 
House that we are taking urgent steps to ]mi our ow'n salt industry, both 
factory and cottage, on a proper footing. The price of salt is high enough 
to make it lucrative for our people to make salt by the paji method and an 
organisation on these lines, I am sure, wn’ll relieve the situation consider- 
ably. Our claim to manufacture salt, I am sure, will be recognised and 
encouraged by the Government of India. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, aitei hearing the 
Hon’ble Minister I think the situation is rather more serious than I anti- 
cipated. I, therefore, submit that this is a matter which should be debated 
upon in the House specially when the Hon’ble Sui)plies Minister is trying 
to shift the blame on the Government of India. AVe shall have to consider 
as to how far the Government of India is responsible and how far the 
Government of Bengul is responsible for this non-availability of salt. 
Therefore, Sir, I desire to press the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One fact you must bear in mind, Mr. Moholanobish, 
that the motion is for discussing the failure of Government. When you 
mention Government, you no doubt mean the Local Government, the 
Government of Bengal. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR:^ Sir, before you give your decision in the 
matter, may I be allowed to speak on the subject 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I would like to hear you but only on the 
point regarding the admissibility of the motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir. As has been just now point- 
ed out by you and rightly so, an adjournment motion will lie only if the 
responsibility can be fixed upon the Government of Bengal. I think the 
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statement made by the Civil Supplies Minister has not shifted that respon- 
sibility from the Government of Bengal. In his statement he clearly 
admitted that there was no salt which came into Bengal during the mouths 
of October and November. He no doubt argued that the Government of 
India did not provide any transport for bringing salt into Bengal during 
the months of October and November. But whatever the reason, as 
Government were not able to take necessary steps during the months of 
October and November, the situation is worse today. Therefore, I think 
that the charge of failure to bring salt into Bengal will lie against the 
Bengal Government. We are not primarily concerned with the Government 
of India. We are concerned with the Government of Bengal. We want 
them to put up a case to the Central Government so strongly that it will 
not be possible for the Government of India to refuse their demand. 

Mft PRESIDEKT: The point is this, Mr. Humayun Kabir. You must 
convince me first of all that the Government of Bengal have failed in their 
attempt to supply salt. On the other hand, I am inclined to tliiiik from 
the very elaborate and illuminating statement made by the Hon’ble Minister 
that the Government of Bengal did their best and that the failure of the 
Government of India to supply salt during October had its repercussion on 
salt situation in Bengal in subsequent months. The statement does not 
show that the Government did not take sufficient steps for improving the 
supply of salt or that they did not do their best to remedy the situation. 
That is the view, I am inclined to take. I am, however, prepared to hear 
if any honourable member wants to speak on the point of admissibility. 

MTi humayun KABIR: Sir, the Government of Bengal may have 
made an attempt and even serious attempt; but this must also be remem- 
bered that the charge of failure of Government will lie if in spite of such 
attempts an untowrd incident takes place 

Mfi PRESIDENT; I am afraid, not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Please listen to me, Sir. Suppose there is 
the possibility of disturbance and Government make some aarangements for 
keeping the peace. If these arrangements prove inadequate, then an 
adjournment motion will certainly lie because preparations for prevention 
of the breach of the peace were not adequate. Here also my contention is 
that since the Government of India did not supply salt in October and the 
Government of Bengal knew that they had not done so, it was their duty 
to make certain representations. If inspite of such representations after 
the failure to supply salt in October, the Government of India again failed 
to supply salt during November, then the representations were not of a 
nature likely to influence the Government of India. The Government of 
Bengal should then have put whatever pressure they had at their command 
upon the Government of India. I am submitting to you that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have not been able to exert that pressure which it was 
possible for then to do. In any case, after the months of October and 
November, the months of December and January have passed. Instead of 
improving, the situation is continually deteriorating. Today the position 
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is far worse and to use the expression of the Hon’ble Minister himself, the 
situation is today desperate. If that is the result of the activities of the 
Government of Bengal, if that is the result of their pressure on the Govern- 
ment of India, if the situation is desperate, 1 submit that a ease for discus- 
sion of the matter in this House has been clearly established. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, having regard to the 
admission made by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Supply Depart- 
ment that he failed to get supply of salt from the Government of India 
during October and November, what was he doing all this time? We are 
now in March. The Hon’ble Minister himself admitted that steps were 
taken, and steps can be taken even now for manufacturing salt within the 
province. But what was he doing last October and November when he 
found that the Government of India could not supply salt owing to transport 
difficulties and when it is further found that transport was not within the 
control of the Government of Bengal why the Hon’ble Minister did not 
tap all the resources within the province and arrange the manufacture of 
salt in the coastal districts of Bengal? I have personal experience about 
this matter. After the cyclone of 1942 I travelled through the coastal 
districts of Midnapore and walked down all the coasts where salt is manu- 
factured. 1 found that there was ample scope for the manufacture of salt 
in Tamluk and Contai and the people and labourers told me that if they 
can have a pan worth Rs. 10, they could manufacture half a maund of 
salt every day. So if they (*ould be supplied with three or four thousand 
pans we could liave got two thousand maunds of salt daily and the desperate 
situation, as the Hon’ble Minister has himself said, could have been avoided. 
So, Government has failed to take early steps to avoid this desperate situa- 
tion and therefore it ought to be discussed in the House. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I be permitted to enquire 
if the Hon’ble Minister is aware that in the Ganjam district on the eastern 
coast of India through which I made extensive tour, there is plenty of 

salt made there — white salt and not black salt — and many merchants of 

Calcutta did procure Ganjam salt for Bengal’s use. Has any attempt been 
made to get Ganjam salt through the Bengal-Nagpur Railway? Secondly, 
in Bihar, which has been taken over by the Governor under section 93 and 
is a non-Ministerial province, there is no scarcity of salt. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, however much I wish this 
matter to be discussed, if not for anything else, at least for finding if there 
is a solution of the salt problem, I submit that the technical difficulty 

standing in the way of this motion being moved is very great. Eirst of 

all, the subject-matter of this motion is not the primary concern of the 
Provincial Government; Secondly, it does not fulfil the tests, viz., that the 
matter must not only be urgent, not only be of public importance but it 
must be of recent occurrence. (Interruptions from the Opposition benches.) 

The honourable member ought to have brought up this motion 

before. But certainly on the question of urgency of the motion there is 
^0 doubt. As regards the merit of the motion, that is still to be discussed. 
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I am certain the matter has not been of recent happening. The situation 
was very bad for a long time — at least for 2 months. Extraordinary condi- 
tion was prevailing in certain districts and salt was selling at Es. 1-4 or 
Es. 1-8 a seer. Honourable members who are anxious for this discussion 
had notice of that position and they could immediately bring this matter 
to the notice of Government and raise a discussion here upon that subject. 
The honourable member who has brought in this adjournment motion could 
have moved that the business on the Order Paper should be adjourned and 
that subject should be given precedence. But he has not done that at the 
appropriate time. 

The other point is : whether this subject — this supply of salt or the 
failure to supply salt — is the primary responsibility of the Government of 
Bengal against whom the honourable member wants to bring this censure 
motion. I submit, Sir, it the res])oiisibility of supplying salt lies with any 
Government, it lies with the Government of India. Therefore, you will 
have to decide whether the responsibility lies with the Provincial Govern- 
ment or with the Government of India. Because salt is supplied through 
the agency of the Central Government. They control the movement of 
wagons and other transport facilities. The Government of India are 
rigorously controlling the transport sj^stems under the Defence of India 
Eules. They are controlling the different transport systems, viz., railways, 
shipping, private transport and all sorts of other mechanical transport 
systems. They are even controlling the loading itself. Therefore, it is 
the primary responsibility of the Central Government. If there is any 
failure — there is failure and a serious failure at that — the failure is on 
account of the failure of the Government of India. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Mr. President, Sir, this is a very 
urgent matter. On an issue like this the Sind Ministry threatened resig- 
nation. I should like to enquire from the Ilon’ble Minister to what length 
they put pressure on the Government of India, — whether they threatened 
resignation or not. If they have not done that, they have failed. That is 
my point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I want to say some- 
thing with respect to this matter. What has fallen from the lips of 
[Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury does not really conqdy with the provisions 
of the Procedure Eules. He has said that it is not a matter of urgent 
importance (Mr, Hamidul Huq Chowdhury : It was urgent) nor of recent 
occurrence. But, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister himself has admitted that the 
matter is urgent. As regards whether the matter is of recent happening, 
I may say this, Sir, that shortage of salt is not a question of one day but 
it is a continuing incident and all the while we were hoping that the matter 
would be righted. We waited and waited and when we could not wait any 
longer we have brought this motion. We then thought that as the matter 
is definitely of urgent public importance, it should be brought to the notice 
of Government prominently. Sir, no question of its being of recent occur- 
rence can arise now as it is a continuing grievance. 
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Then with regard to the failure of Government. The Hon’ble Minister 
tried to shift his own responsibility on to the Government of India. AVe 
have not heard the version of the Government of India as to whether they 
are really respmisible for this shortage of salt in our Y)rovinee. So, I will 
put it to you, Sir, to consider whether it is not the duty of the present 
Ministry to supply salt to Bengal so long as they are on the saddle. We 
will not enquire how they will bring the salt. But they must bring the salt 
because that is a most essential thing for ])e(qde to get. Can the Ilon’ble 
Minister avoid responsibility by saying that there is no transport when there 
is dearth of rice? Sir, so, cannot deartli of rice be th(‘ subject-matter of 
an adjournment motion P As regards salt, how can they avoid res])onsibility ? 
They must ' supply salt from outside, if necessary. They cannot plead 
want of trans])ort facilities from the Government of India. I say, Sir, 
whether or not the Hon’ble Minister wants to shift res]mnsibility from his 
own shoulder to the Government of India is quite a different thing. I will 
suggest, Sir, that as the Government of Bengal is bound to supply salt to 
the people of Bengal by whatever means they can, they cannot avoid their 
own responsibility by saying that it is due to the failure on the part of the 
Government of India. If a discussion on this matter is allowed it may 
transpire that the Government of India have not fiiiled to discharge 
their duties in this matter. We have not heard whether tlie Government 
of India knew how matters stood during tlie months of December, January, 
February and March in Bengal. So, Sir, I should rather think that the 
Government of Bengal have not been able to ta(‘kle this problem properly. 

There is another ])oint. Sir. If the Hon’ble Minister allows the 
adjournment motion to be moved and the matter is discussed in tliis House, 
the Government of India may know the whole situation ; otherwise a mere 
statement by the Ilon’ble Minister that he had done everything that he 
could possibly do and that the Government of India did not fulfil their 
promise in the matter of ])roviding trans])ort facilities to the Bengal 
Government is no solution to the ])rob]em. If he is really sincere that he 
would not fail us in the matter of salt, then he should allow this House to 
discuss this matter and in that ('ase the Government of India may also profit 
by our discussion here. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, we are not 

here to apportion blame either to the Government of India or to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal or for the matter of that, to anybody. We do not know 
the Government of India. We know the honourable gentlemen opposite — 
the members of the happy family who adorn the Treasury Bench. We are 
concerned with the Ministry in whose hands has been placed the destiny of 
nearly sixty million people. It is for them to vsee that salt is supplied to 
the population of Bengal. Sir, I do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister 
or Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has taken care to inquire for the last 
three or four days 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, you cannot go into the merits of the 
question. Whether it is admissible or not: that is the point which we are 
considering, and if you have got anything to say on that point you may say 
that. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, it is a matter 
of great provincial imiiortance. If the Hon’ble Minister has failed to move 
the Government of India to supply salt to the people of Bengal, it is for 
him to see that the Central Government respond to his requests, and it is 
only for the purpose of giving the Legislature an opportunity to ventilate 
and give publicity to the matter and to bring home to the Government of 
India the importance of the question that discussion seems desirable. That 
is my point. 

Mfi KADER BAKSH: May I say a few words, Sir? We are not 
discussing the merits or demerits of the motion at present. Here the 
Hon’ble President has asked us to give our views as to whether the motion 
can be admitted or not. How, Sir, everybody knows that salt has become a 
rare commodity in Bengal. This is a fact which cannot be denied. Now 
we have to see how salt has become so scarce? My honourable and learned 
friend who always blames us for some reason or other 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Kader Baksh : please speak strictly on the 
admissibility of the motion. 

Mr, KADER BAKSH: All right, Sir. Everybody knows that salt has 
become scarce : but, Sir, time is the most important factor in deciding the 
matter of the admissibility of a motion like this. This situation has arisen 
for more than two months. We have been experiencing this difficulty in 
mofussil towns for more than two months. What prevented my honourable 
friend from raising the question before the House in time? I do not 
understand why there has been all this delay in bringing this question 
before the House for discussion? I beg to submit that since the problem 
has eased to a certain extent, this motion has lost all its importance and 
should not be admitted. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : Sir, I should have thought 
that Mr, Das has very clearly replied to the point raised by Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury about the urgency and the recent nature of the question. 

I do not want to take your time, Sir, by dilating on this jioiiit. Mr. Kader 
Baksh just now has said that this scarcity of salt has been existing for 
the last two months and yet this matter was not raised and asks why it is 
that it should be brought up at this stage. On this point, Sir, as you will 
remember, you gave your ruling that as the matter is a (‘.ontinuing one and 
as the situation is getting from bad to worse, there is no question that it is 
of recent occurrence and also of urgent public importance as has been 
admitted by the Hon’ble Minister himself. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SuHRAWARDY : No.) The question therefore is, as you have been pleased 
to observe, whether having regard to the explanation given by the Hon’ble 
Minister this matter should be further discussed. If I have read the rules 
aright, then I think that the question of the admissibility of such a motion 
depends upon whether or not there has been a failure of duty on the part 
of Government. That is, I think, admitted. We are not concerned with 
reasons just now. On the question of admissibility, failure is admitted 
and the other points, namely, public importance and recent occurrence also 
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are acliiutted. I submit that this is a question which should be discussed 
in the House. Whether the explanation of the Hou’ble Minister is satis- 
factory or not, whether that should be p^^eepted or not, that is for the 
members of this House to decide. Theictore, I hope, you will be pleased 
to admit the motion, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not certain whether 
you have ever given your ruling on this point that a continuing case entitles 
a motion to be brought up whenever any member chooses to do so. Let me 
give an instance. We have been passing through a very difficult period, 
we have had distress for a considerable time, almost on the verge of famine; 
but will that enable any honourable member to come up at any time that 
he chooses and move an adjournment motion on the ground that the distress 
is continuing? In this particular case, far from the situation getting worse 
I have pointed out to the House that the situation is getting better, that it 
is now under control today, and that steps have been taken to move salt 
from here to the districts in increasing quantities. Sir, I was beginning at 
first to wonder, I say this with great respect and I ho])e the honourable 
members opposite will kindly bear with me, I was at first begining to 
wonder whether it was worth while, if the Opposition developed such a 
factious mentality, for me to take them into such serious confidence, as I 
always do. I thought that what the honourable members opposite really 
wanted was information on the matter and that they were keen on knowing 
the present condition and not that this was going to form the subject- 
matter of another debate which they would utilise to make matters worse. 

I shall have to consider seriously in future whether 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order, Sir. Is the ITon’ble 
Minister speaking on the point of the admissibility ot the motion? Then 
why should he bring in the question of what his attitude should be and also 
the attitude of the Oi)position? 

The Han’ble Mr. H. S> SUHRAWARDY: I may not have been quite 
relevant; but, Sir, you have allowed members of the Op])osition to laise 

many points One further i>oint for instance which has beim raised by 

certain honourable members 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Opposition may have been irrelevant but why 
should not Government be relevant? The Ilon’ble Minister is expected to 
reply to the point as to whether the adjournment motion may be admitted 

or not. 

• 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Evidently, the Hon’ble Minister has 
nothing to say on the point of admissibility, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: An insinuation has been 
made todaj^ to the effect that attempts have been made by this Government 
to shift responsibility on the Government of India. I have done nothing 
of the kind. Sir. I have just told the House where the responsibility lies 
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and I have merely stated facts in an objective manner. Then, Sir, as I 
have said, if honourable members opposite develop a factious mentality it 
is extremely difficult for me 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the point we are discussing just at 
present. That jmu can say during a general discussion. Do you mind 
replying to some of the questions put by Mr. Mukherji and Mr. Roy 
Chowdhury ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If you mean. Sir, the 
question wffiether w^e could have imported Granjam salt — if that is a point 
relevant to the question of admissibility, — the rej)ly to that is that we 
pressed upon the Madras Government to send us salt and they have refused 
to do so. The only arrangement tliat has been made with them is that they 

are going to send 25 wagons of salt all told, which is nothing 

(Mr. SiiRTSH Chandra Chakravarti and other members of the Opposite 
Benches: When, when.) This has been going on for some time — 25 
wagons are only a recent concession. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the point that in Bihar there is no salt 
difficulty. Restriction of import from the west coast by rail applies to 
Bengal and not to Bihar. Bihar is being supplied through the kindness of 
the Government of India with rail-borne salt. Certain honourable members 
raised the question of resignation, but, Sir, that question does not arise 
and never arose, because whenever we took up this question with the 
Government of India, that Government always acceded to our demands. 
They have acceded to our demands but did not send us the salt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have very carefully considered the question and 
I am grateful to the honourable members for giving their views. There is 
no doubt that the question is urgent and it is of public importance. As 
regards the matter being of recent occurrence, I stick to my views that it is 
a continuous grievance. The example has been given by the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supply Department, namely, when last year we had 
been passing through a severe famine, would honourable members have been 
justified in moving adjournment motions whenever there was a single case 
of death in a particular house. It is probably a hypothetical example to 
which it is difficult to reply. If, however, there is a situation as happened 
last year it is not possible for anybody to fix a particular point of time 
when an adjournment motion can be moved. With regard to the matter 
before the House, I consider that the primary responsibility does not lie 
with the Government of Bengal, because supply of salt, as Mr. Ham^dul 
Hu(i Chowdhury has pointed out, is the responsibility of the Central 
Government and the Central Government also control transport. The 
Government of Bengal has to appeal to the Central Government for supply 
of transport and supply of salt and to bring to their notice the situation 
that has occurred in the province. I think Government did their best: 
that is the inference that 1 draw from the statement of the Hon’hle Minister. 
So in that view of the matter, I think that the adjournment motion is not 
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admissible because altlioiiodi it is of (Mr. Shrish Chindra Ciiakra- 

VERTi : Sir, you said tluit the matter is of public importance.) Yes, I 

bave already said that the matter is urji'ent and of public importance. But 
it must also be the primary responsibility of tbe Government of Bengal. 
It would have been quite relevant if this adjournment motion had been 
brought in the Central Legislature. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: How do you say, Sir, that 
this responsibility lies with the Central Government? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Because salt forms a Central subject and the 
supply of salt to the province is a Central subject. So, the Government of 
Bengal can merely appeal to the Government of India fpr salt. They can 
bring to the notice of the Government of India the need of tlie province as 
regards salt. That is why it is not the concern of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, tw*o conditions have been 
satisfied, namely, the matter is of urgent public importance and is of recent 
happening 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But that will not do It must also be the primary 
concern of the Provincial Government. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: What about the manufacture 
of salt within the province? Is not that the primary concern of the Bengal 
Government ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukh erji, there are three conditions to the 
admissibility of an adjournment motion : First, the matter must be of urgent 
public importance, se(‘ondl>, that it must be of recent ha])pening and, 
thirdl\, it must be the primary (‘oiK'ern of the Provincial Government. 
Here, it is not the primary concern of I lie Provincial Government. So, 
in spite of the fact that the matter is urgent and of definite public import- 
ance and also that the matter is of recent happening, the fact remains that 
it is not a matter which is primarily a concern of the Bengal Government. 
In view of the fact, I cannot give my consent to the moving of this 
adjournment motion. 

In iliis connectiini 1 may also mention that salt is included as item 47 
in List I, Schedule VII of the Government of India Act, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is not supply of salt the primary 
concern of the Provincial Government? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have given my ruling, Mr. Das, that supply of 
salt is controlled by the Government of India, because transport is entirely 
in their hand. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, you have given your ruling and we 
cannot have any further discussion on that; but. Sir, one aspect of the 
ruling given by you in this matter may be cited for future occasions also. 



666 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


I 17th March, 


Today, Sir, as you have rightly pointed out that there is the question of 
defiuiteness, there is the question of public importance, there is the question 
of recent occurrence and there is also the question of failure of Provincial 
Government or otherwise. But what I want to know from you, Sir, is 
who will decide the question of the failure of the Government? Is it 
desirable that this question should be decided by the President? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not decided that, Mr. Kabir. You are 
mistaken. I have read rule 98 of the Council Procedure Eules which lays 
down that a matter must be definite, must be of urgent public importance 
and must also be primarily a concern of the Provincial Government. So, 
on the last point the adjournment motion fails. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; This has cleared the position, Sir. I was 
not quite clear about the position. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Sir, is he discussing the merits 
of your decision? Because, if it is so, I want to join in the discussion, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, it is the duty of the 
Chair to explain the decision if there is any doubt in the mind of any 
honourable member. Now, Mr. Kabir, I hope you now uinierstand the 
point. 

. The House will now take up Non-ofiicial Bills. 

NON-OFFICIAL BILLS 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, on the last occasion I replied at some 
length to some of the points which were raised by Government witl) regard 
to this Bill and ‘ most of my honourable friends opposite were convinced 
that the objection which had been raised by two members of Government 
were based on the fact that neither of them had read my Bill. In fact. 
Sir, the objections had no reference whatsoever to the Bill of which I had 
given notice. My Bill, as you will remember, Sir, concerns the local self- 
governing institutions. The primary purpose of the amendment Bill which 
I have moved is to do away with the system of nominations in local bodies. 
Even though at one time it was my intention to include in this Bill also 
the question of the introduction of adult franchise, at the suggestion of 
the then Government this portion was excluded. My honourable friend the 
Minister for Eevenue who took it upon himself to reply on behalf of 
Government on the other occasion read the Statement of Objects and 
Eeasons in which there was a sentence which dealt with adult franchise. 
Basing his argument on that sentence without reading the actual clauses 
of the Bill, he opposed the Bill on the ground that adult franchise raised 
a very difficult question which should not be mooted at this time. I have 
tried to convince my honourable friends opposite that the apprehension 
expressed by the Government was absolutely unjustified and in fact 
unfounded; for the provision in regard to adult franchise has already been 
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dropped at the suggestion of the Select Committee. Therefore, the B'ill 
which we are now considering in this House has nothing whatever to do 
with adult franchise. In that connection I also said that it was still my 
conviction that adult franchise should he introduced and local bodies were 
the best place where adult franchise <‘ould be introduced. But in any case 
that question is not before us now, since the Select Committee dropped the 
clauses dealing with adult franchise. Now, we are concerned only with 
the Bill as it is before the House. 

Now, Sir, one other objection which was raised by an honourable member 
was that if nominations were abolished, what would happen to certain 
special interests? Here, again, the objection was raised because he had 
not read the Bill. In the Bill certain elaborate provisions have been 
introduced, which again were drafted by the Legislative Department of the 
Government of Bengal. These provide that for industrial and other interests, 
some special seats would be creak'd. Therefore, most of the objections 
which were raised by the Government w^ere against imaginary defects in 
the Bill, against clauses wdiich did not exist in the present Bill but which 
were in the original Bill. The Bill as it was before the House did not 
contain any of the provisions against which Government was tilling more or 
less, I should say, like Don Quixote against the wind-mill and the imaginary 
robbers. 

I will not take much longer time of the House. We have discussed this 
question at great length — not once or twice but on many occasions. This 
Government and the first Fazlul Huq Ministry in 1937 also sent this Bill 
for (‘irculation for, I think, four or five times. It was during the 
interregnum when the Progressive Coalition Government was formed that 
they accepted the principle of my Bill. Though that Government accepted 
the principle of my Bill and sent it to a Select Committee, it 
could not be enacted due to sudden dissolution. My honourable friend 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhiiry i)retends to be opposed to it. With 
his experience in this House for six or seven years he knows better 
than anybody else that the question of abolition of nomination has 
come up, before the Government of which he is a supporter today. The 
Government of wdiich he was a supi)orter in the past also accepted the 
principle of abolition of nomination. But w^hen it actually comes to put it 
into practice, the Party of which he is a supporter appears to be opposed to 
the idea. I will remind him that at one time, because of this very attitude 
on the part of Government, he had for a short while come over to the 
Opposition and tried to force Government to be a little more progressive. 
The Hon’ble Leader of the House has professed on more occasions than one 
that he is against nomination. He urged the last Government to abolish it. 
I would ask him, what has happened to his professions now? Once I 
twitted him, “Now that you have changed sides, you would oppose this 
Bill;’’ but he said that he w^ould do nothing of the kind. He also told me 
that whatever might be his position in this House, to whichever Government 
he might belong, he w^ould always uphold the principle of abolition of 
nomination, and therefore any Bill which wanted the abolition of nomination 
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would liave liis support. Now I think he should justify his profession by 
actual practice. The motion today is admittedly one for abolition of nomi- 
nation. From experience we have learnt that nomination does not help 
anybody, it does not make for good administration, it does not in any way 
remedy the inequities from which the minority communities suffer. My 
honourable friend the Leader of the House, when he was on this side, was 
always against nomination. He has made statements which are on record 
and which show that he was against nomination. Many members on the 
other side of the House have also stated, — and their statements are on 
record, — that they are against nomination. Well, Sir, if everybody 
is against nomination, why not abolish it? The European party too 
are in a way committed to my Bill, because the European party parti- 
cipated in the deliberations of the Select Committee. After the question 
of industrial representation w^as settled, the leader of the party, Mr. Boss, 
signed the report of the Select Committee without any Minute of Dissent. 
He thus expressed his own consent, and since in the European party an 
individual member never speaks for himself but always speaks for his party, 
his signature signified also the consent of his party. Since in this House — 
so far as statements and professions regarding the abolition of nomination 
are concerned — every one is in favour of abolition, I would ask the 
Honourable the Leader of the House to carry into practice wdial he has been 
actually professing, protesting and declaring all these days. With these 
words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAtYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, on behalf of (iovernment I want to re])ly to the speech of Mr. Hiimayun 
Ivabir because he has raised certain matters wlii(‘h require a re])Iy. 
Jt has been said that the Bill has been circulated tnany times and thendore 
it does not re(iuire circulation. But at the same time the mover of the 
Bill admits that the Bill has been substantially changed in the Select 
Committee and that there w^ere certain defects in the Bill which have been 
removed by the Select Committee. Whether those modifications are 
according to the wishes of the public in general we want to know. It is 
the duty of (jovernment to know whether the modifications made by the 
Select Committee were sufficient to safeguard the interests of the liuckward 
communities and other minority communities, if nomination were abolished 
and election i)ure and simple were adopted. Jn order to safeguard the 
interests of the backward communities it is very necessary that government 
should obtain public opinion. Moreover, the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department has already pointed out that 
Government is bringing out a comprehensive Bill for the abolition of nomi- 
nation which would at the same time safeguard the interests of the backward 
communities. In view of that I think this Bill should go out for circulation 
and we should get public opinion on the provisions of the Bill. Once those 
opinions are with us, we might be able to consider this Bill along with 
the Government Bill which is being drafted at the present moment. For 
the information of the House I may say that we have appointed a Special 
Officer for six months to draft a comprehensive Bill relating to the self- 
governing institutions, one of the principal objects of which will be the 
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abolition of the nomination system. After this decision having been taken 
and sanction having been given to the appointment of a Special Officer to 
draft such a Bill, it will be absolutely unnecessary now to consider a Bill 
of this nature by a private individual, the provisions of which have been 
substantially changed and on which the public opinion of the country has not 
been taken. So, in this view, I think the Bill should be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion thereon. 

Mn PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bengal 
Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st August, 1944. 

The motion being put, a division was claimed and taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 

(When the question was put by Mr. President, Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury shouted for division along with the members of the Opposition.) 

MTi HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, as Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has 
asked for the division against Government motion, he cannot vote for the 
Government under the rules. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Yes, you cannot vole in that case, Mr. Chowdhury. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I called the division by 
mistake. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is always done by mistake. 


Mr. Mtsbahuddin Ahmtd. 

Mr. Nur Ahmtd. 

Mr. SulUnuddin Ahmtd. 
Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 
Khan Sahib Abdul Aiii. 

Mr. Kadtr Bakth. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazitmali Ohowdhury. 
Mr. 0. E. Clarkt. 

Mr. 0. il. Othtn. 

Mri. K. D*Rtzario. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 


AYES— 23. 

Tht Ntn’bit Khan Bahadur 8. M. Httain. 
Mr. Latalat Hoiialn. 

Mr. W. B. a. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur Mukltiur Rahman. 

Mr. Birtn Ray. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. d. W. R. Sttvtn. 


Hr. 8. 0. Ohakravtrtl. 

Mr. L. 0. Dat. 

Mr. B. 0. Datta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohammad Jan. 
Mr. Humayun z. A. Kabir. 


NOES- 10. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Mailra. 
Mr. N. N. Moholanoblih. 
Mr. B. C. MufchtrjN. 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Ray. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
Ayes — 23; Noes — 10. The amendment is, therefore, carried. 


Mr. PREBIDENT: The next item is ‘*The Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943. 

Rai Bahadur BROJEllDRA MDHAN MAITRA: What about my 
Advocates’ Robes Bill? 

68 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: Previou» sanction witli regard to it has not yet 
been obtained from His Excellency the Governor. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENORA MOHAN MAITRA: I think that His 
Excellency has not refused his sanction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have not yet received any communication from 
His Excellency. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I inform the 
honourable member that Government is already going to introduce a Bill 
on the lines of the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Bill. So may I 
request the honourable member not to move his motion? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : I have seen it published in 
the (Jalcutto. Gazette, and it is almost in similar line with mine save and 
except a very minor alteration which can be accepted. If the Hon’ble 
• Revenue Minister moves that as an amendment, I am prepared to accept it. 
Because there is a similar Bill introduced or sought to be introduced by the 
Hon’ble Minister, there is no reason why iliis Bill should be postponed. If 
my Bill is passed into law, then the same purpose may be served and a lot 
of money will be saved thereby. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So you do not accept the suggestion of Government. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH; No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Then you may go ou. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 
1943, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, as will appear from the Statement of Objects and Reasons which 
is appended to the Bill, this Bill is really necessitated by the decision 
of the Federal Court. As honourable members are aware, under the Hindu 
Law the widows have really only the right of maintenance and they have no 
right of inheritance if there are son or sons left, and the widow of a pre- 
deceased son will not even be entitled to maintenance as of right so long as 
the father-in-law is alive, and the law is that after the death of the father-in- 
law the widow of the predeceased son might only claim maintenance as of 
right. To avoid this situation, the Central Legislature passed a Bill in 
1937, being Act No. XVIII of 1937, by which rights were sought to be 
conferred upon the widow and the widow of the predeceased son, and the 
widow of the predeceased son’s son, and also rights were conceded to widows 
of coperceners in joint Mitahhara family. Now, when that Act was 
passed, the Legislature intended to cover all sorts of properties, but subse- 
quently when the matter was referred to the Federal Court, the Federal 
Court came to the conclusion that having regard to the limitation that was 
imposed upon the Central Legislature by virtue of List I of the Sixth 
Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935, the Central Government 
had no jurisdiction to legislate with regard to a^icultural lands, and 
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therefore the decision has led to this position that though the Act applies 
to all properties and lands, they are entitled to have better rights with 
regard to all properties save and except agricultural lands. Now, ther^ 
is obviously no meaning in having two di5erent laws devolution (»f succes- 
sion or inheritance in regard to different classes of property. Therefore, 
Sir, following the decision of the Federal Court, the Bombay Tjegislature 
passed Act No. XVII of 1942 in which the Central Acl. was applied to agri- 
cultural lands. Shortly after that in 194r‘l, by Act No. IX of 1943 Sind also 
adapted the said Act to agricultural lands. I, therefore, propose that in 
Bengal also the said Act, as ^imended by Act XI of 1938 of the Central 
Legislature, should be applied to agricultural lauds ho that there may not 
be any difference in the case of inheritance to agricultural lands as well as 
to other properties. It is perfectly clear that the C^eiitral Legislature never 
intended that their enactment should govern only proi)erties other than 
agricultural lands. That being the case, it was really a mistake on the 
part of the Central Legislature to pass that Act including agricultural land; 
that is now being rectified. The principle of the Bill is, I think, quite 
clear and I do not think there is any honourable member of the House who 
will oppose the Bill for it is necessary that widows, predeceased sons’ 
widows, predeceased sons’ sons’ widows should be allowed to have a share 
in the inheritance under circumstances which have been enumerated in the 
Central Act of 1937. 1 do not know if there is any one here in this House 

who would raise any objection to th(‘ priiici]>le of tlu! Bill; but ii tlnue be 
any conservative member who would like not to interfere with the Hindu 
law as it is, I may also submit that the law must be ])rogressive and that 
having regard to the change in society and also to the habits and social 
structure and the position of the members of a family as is now in vog\ie 
in this country, we should have a law which would be adapted to the 
temper and inclinations of the present society. I'herefore, this small 
change is really no change at all because tlie riglit to iiiaintenance was 
already there; all these widows had also the right of inheritance and in case 
of partition amongst the sons, Hindu widows are entitled to have a share 
equal to that of a son. This is now going to be legalised — whether or not 
there is partition amongst the sons, widows must have a share during her 
life time and after her death it would go to the reversioner. I submit, 
therefore, without taking much time of the House that the Bill is really 
a Bill the principle of which we have already accei)ted by the Central Act 
which is now in operation with regard to every property save and except 
agricultural land and that if the law is not brought into line with the 
Central Act, there would be unnecessary litigation between the son and the 
mother over the simple question as to whether a certain property is agii- 
cultural property or not. Take, for instance, a zemindary. The son would 
say to the mother in terms of the Central Act — this is to bo regarded as 
agricultural land and therefore a widow is not entitled to have any share 
of it. The same for instance, in regard to imtni tenure and pcuinanent 
tenure, and so on and so forth. So that unnecessary litigation between the 
tvidow and her sons would go on over the nature of a property winch they 
going to inherit, because the expression agricultural laud, as honoura 
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members will see, bas not been defined in the Constitution Act. To set at 
rest all these controversies, I think the present Bill should be enacted which 
would help the women to acquire better rights as has already been acquired 
by others who are entitled to property other than agricultural land. In 
that view of the case, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, as a Hindu member of this House I would like 
to state a few things in support of the Bill when it is being taken up for 
consideration. In doing so, my first contention would be to record my 
dissent against the creation of an idea that there is unanimity of Hindu 
opinion against the Bill. The leader of the Hindu Nationalist Party is 
significantly absent though he is at an advantage in ihis House, as he is not 
confronted by educated progressive women legislators from his community 
and this is primarily due to the denial of economic independence to our 
womenfolk. It is the property instinct of selfish men which is responsible 
for this state of affairs, as the men in India have so long treated women as 
mere private property in all respects and hence have denied them the right 
to inherit properties in the same manner as are accorded to men, and 
thereby they have been able to keep the women perpetually under their 
economic domination. Our conservative Hindu colleagues have practically 
gained the point in that they have been able, as I hear, to get on their 
side some of our Muslim friends with the slogan that this is a communal 
matter and hence Muslims, should not interfere in this Bill which affects 
only the Hindus. I hope at least my progressive Muslim friends would 
not be taken in in this way. Any measure that is likely to better the posi- 
tion of women generally should be supported by all progressive modern 
men. There are whisperings that the only two ladies in this House being 
Christian, they would not be competent to say anything on this aspect of 
inheritance by Hindu women. But certainly these ladies do represent the 
spirit of the progressive women in taking up their position as an equal and 
fit partner of men in all spheres of public activity, and I hope they will 
T^hole-heartedly support any Bill including the present one that might be 
brought before this House for the betterment of the women-folk generally. 

If we look at the position of women in that country of admirable fighters 
for all that is best and progressive in modern civilisation, I mean the 
U. S. S. R., we find that in the brief span of 25 years women in Soviet 
Russia have been raised from a state of drudgery to one of vigorous partici- 
pation in every form of public activity, in striking contrast to the status 
and position of women here and in some other backward countries, where 
she is relegated to the task of child-bearing and house-keeping only. 

My conservative Hondu friends may put forward various points, namely, 
that unscrupulous men would take advantage of uneducated and helpless 
Women when they get property rights; but I hold completely different 
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views. The same thing may be urged about ignorant uneducated men 
also. At present women are in the most helpless condition, and it is only 
now that some progress is suggested. With more education and a feeling 
of security brought on by acquiring the ’’-ight of inheritance, women-folk of 
our country will certainly try to take more active part in the social, 
political and cultural spheres in our country and will contribute generally 
to the betterment of the country as a whole. The Government have 
already under contemplation a Bill of a similar nature, I mean like the 
one which has already been passed by the Central Legislature and as the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge has already stated that Government are going 
to bring a Bill of a similar nature in the near future, I think the Bill mav 
be circulated for ascertaining public opinion on it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will any other honourable member sneak on this 
Bill? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I have already 
stated that this Bill requires very careful consideration and from the speech 
of the last speaker it seems that there is a section of the Hindu community 
which is not in favour of this Bill. That is all the more reason why 
Government should carefully consider the position and in view of the fact 
also that Government has already introduced a Bill of a similar nature 
for ascertaining public opinion thereon, I think it is only fair that the Bill 
should not be taken up hurriedly and passed in such hot haste. I intended 
to move that the Bill be circulated, but as 1 could not give notice, it is not 
possible for me to do so. Therefore, there is no other alternative but to 
oppose the motion. If the Opposition agrees, 1 am prepared to move for 
the circulation of this Bill. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : Sir, having regard to the 
Bill that has been introduced by the Government, by the Hon’ble the 
Bevenue Minister, I do not see any point in circulating the Bill for eliciting 
opinion, because if you kindly refer to the wordings of the provisions of the 
Bill that has been published in the Gazette and compare them with the 
present Bill, you will find that the only difterence is that whereas by this 
Bill transfers made up to the commencement of this Act should be protected, 
the Government Bill provides that transfers made up to the 13th January 
1944 would only be protected. Save and except that, there is absolutely 
no difference between the provisions of these two Bills and Government 
having accepted the principle of this Bill in its entirety, I see no reason 
why they should oppose the Bill. I am agreeable to accept the small modi- 
fication as regards restricting the transfers up to the 13th January 1944. 
Therefore, I submit, Sir, there is no point in circulating this Bill for elicit- 
ing opinion thereon. On the other hand, if the Government really insist, 
this minor modification may be settled if the Bill is referred to a Select 
Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, unfortunately 

the honourable member 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you rising on a personal explanation 
Mr. Mukerjea? Because otherwise you cannot again speak on this motion. 
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Th« Hon’ble Mr. TARAK^MATH MUKERJEA; Yes, Sir. 
fortunately, the honourable member has misunderstood my point. The 
Government has published the Bill so that the public may go through the 
Bill and examine the provisions of the Bill carefully. Sir, I have no 
other alternative but to oppose the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I put the motion to vote, I would just like 
to draw attention to rule 40 of the Council I’rocedure Eules according to 
which a motion which is identical with the one on which the Council has 
given a decision in the same session cannot be brought forward in that 
session again. So whatever the decision the House might give on this 
motion, the Government Bill cannot come up this session. Once some 
decision is given no further decision can be taken on the same subject. 

The question before the House is: that the Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943, be taken into 
consideration. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly House (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Sir, I beg to move that the Eastern Bengal and Assam Disorderly House 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.k., Minister in charge 

of the Home Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur* Mr. Shamsuzzoha, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(5) Mr. T/alit Chandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji, 

(7) Mr. R. S, Purssell, 

J8) Rai Bahadur Radhika Bhusan Roy, 

(9) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib Subidali Molla, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this is a very important amending Bill, and its importance has been 
increased by the recent happening in the country. It is a Bill which wants 
to amend the Bengal and Assam Disorderly House Act of 1907. Sir there 
are two Acts which deal with the evils of prostitution — one is the Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act and the other is this Act. The Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act is more wide and comprehensive and 
provides for all sorts of remedies. There is provision in this Act for 
Rescue House and other things which are very costly, and so this Act is in 
force only in (Calcutta and its suburbs. But this Act which I want to 
amend is in force in all the mofussil towns of Bengal. Sir, I find from 
the opinions received in respect of this Bill that there is some misappre- 
hension that because the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act is m 
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force, 80 this Act cannot be in force. Sir, the main provision of this 
amending Bill is that there is a definition of prostitution, whereas in the 
Act of 1907 there is no definition of prostitution, and that is. Sir, a great 
lacuna on account of which Government have failed to secure conviction 
in many oases instituted by police. There is an important decision of the 
Calcutta High Court which is to the effect that this Act cannot be effectively 
enforced in an urban area. In my amending Bill I want to meet that 
lacuna by providing a definition of the term “Prostitution”. Then, I 
have added after the words “occupied by students”, the words “any place 
of public worship”. It is desirable that no brothel should be established 
near any house of public worship. I think this amendment is also necessary. 
In connection with the regulation of this evil, 1 want to add some other 
provisions. At present brothels exist promiscuously in all parts of a town. 
There is no restriction as to the place where these prostitutes may live. 
I have accordingly added a clause so that municipal commissioners may 
regulate the location of brothels within their own area. There was an 
important lacuna in the Act in that there was no provision about punish- 
ment for procuration of girls for purposes of prostitution. I have provided 
that procuration of a girl to become a prostitute or detention of a girl or 
woman against her will will be an offence. These are some of the provi- 
sions of the Bill under consideration. This Bill was circuilated thrice for 
eliciting public opinion. At the first time about (>8 opinions were received. 
Out of them except 2 everybody supported the provisions of the Bill. The 
second time also a majority of opinion supported the provisions of the Bill 
and last time 1 have received opinions strongly supporting the provisions of 
the Bill. Members of Associations and also of public bodies have supported 
the Bill. At a time, when taking advantage of the famine situation in the 
country and heli)les8nes8 of women and girls some unscrupulous people are 
trying to turn them into prostitutes, it is necessary that the provisions which 
are embodied in this Bill should be added to the Act of 1907 which is in 
force in all the towns of Bengal. 1 think 1 need not make a long speecli 
on this important subject; the utility of such a measure is apparent and I 
hope the House will accord wholehearted support to the motion for referring 
the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Disorderly House (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Honourable Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e.. Minister in 

charge of the Home Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. D. I. Cohen, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukhe^ji, 

(6) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Mr. E. S. Purssell, 

(8) Eai Bahadur Eadhica Bhusan Eoy 

(9) Mt. Dhirendra Lai Barua,^ 
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(10) Khan Sahib Subidali Molla, and 

(11) the mover (Mr. Nur Ahmed), 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on behalf of Government we are prepared to accept this motion for 
reference to Select Committee. It is a social legislation and a move in the 
right direction. It seeks to improve the present law on the subject and 
Government are prepared to accept the motion for Select Committee. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Disorderly House (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.b., Minister in charge 

of the Home Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(5) Mr. Lai it Chandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji, 

(7) Mr. E. S. Purssell,. 

(8) Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy, 

(9) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib Subidali Molla, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall lie 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may I have your permission to postpone item 
No. 11, because the Hon’ble Minister wants time to consider it? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You do not want to move No. 11? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I want to postpone its consideration for the next 
non-official day with your permission. 

Mr, PR E8 1 DENT: I think there is no harm in that. Then what is 
your next motion? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I want to leave out all items from Nos. 11 to 
17. I propose to move from the circulation of motion No. 18. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you do Oot want to move these items, why did 
you give notice of them? It means a lot of work in the Council Depart- 
ment and also a lot of work for Government. You should give notice only 
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of those motions which you want to move. Practically, all the nou-ofRcial 
Bills are yours. Please give notice of those Bills about which you are 
serious. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I was serious about all tbe Bills of which I 
gave notice. But Government want time to consider them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, it means that all your motions lapse. 

Mr. HUR AHMED: But, Sir, I want to leave them out with your 
permission, for discussion on another non-ofificial day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Which one you want to move? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No. 18. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about the rest? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: His motions lapvse : the matter stands. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Indian Registration 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 80th Tune, 1944. 

' Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Indian Registration 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by tiie 80th Tune, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to this circulation motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Indian 
Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, be circulated for the pur- 
pose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 80th June, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Land Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I -beg to move that the Land A(jquisition 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 80th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Land Acquisition (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 80th June, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to the circulation motion of this Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Melds Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mif, NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Melds Regula- 
tion Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, 
by tbe 30th June, 1944. 

69 
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MTi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Melds Begulation 
Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to the circulation motion of this Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Indiaii Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1S4S. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move : that the Indian Lunacy 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hcn’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to the circulation motion of this Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Music in the Moslem Shrine Prohibition Bilt, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Music in the 
Moslem Shrine Prohibition Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Music in the 
Moslem Shrine Prohibition Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of 
"eliciting public opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to the circulation motion of this Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Holy Quoran Sales Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Holy Qu/^ran 
Sales Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion 
thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Holy Quoran Sales 
Bill, 1943, be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon by the 30th 
June, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to the circulation motion of this Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Criminal Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the the Bengal Criminal 
Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 1943, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 
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Mfi PRESIDENTS Motion moved : that the Bengal Criminal Procedure 
(Election Ofences) Amendment Bill, 1943, he circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, Government have no objection to the circulation motion of this Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED S Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Children 
(Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Children (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion 
thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Government have no objection to the motion for circulation. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bengal Famine 
Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Famine Insurance 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government have no objection to the motion for circulation. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move lhat the Bengal Money-lenders 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the B'engal Money-lenders 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government have no objection to the motion for circulation. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Berstal Schools (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Borstal Schools 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Borstal Schools 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 30th June, 1944. 

Tlie Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government have no objection to the motion for circulation. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Intoxicant 
Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of elicit- 
ing opinion thereon by the 16th July, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Intoxicant Liquor 
Sale Regulation Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 15th July, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government have no objection to the motion for circulation. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Indecent Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir I beg to move that the Bengal Indecent 
Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th July, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Indecent Adver- 
tisement Prevention Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 15th July, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government have no objection to the motion for circulation. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Transfer of Property and the Indian Registration (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Transfer of Property and the Indian Registration (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked for by Mr. Nur Ahmed to 
introduce the Transfer of Property and the Indian Registration (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Amusement House Smoke Nuisance Prohibition Bill, 1944. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Amusement House Smoke Nuisance Prohibition Bilk 
1944. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave haa been asked for by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar to introduce the Bengal Amusement House Smoke Nuisance 
Prohibition Bill, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Urban Area Rent Regulation Billi 194S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; With regard to this Bill, I may say that the 
previous sanction of the Governor has not yet been received. So it cannot 
be moved at this stage. 

The Bengal Anti-Dow>ry Bill, 1944. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intro- 
duce the Bengal Anti-Dowry Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Leave has been asked for by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
to introduce the Bengal Anti-Dowry Bill, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked for by Mr. Nur Ahmed to 
introduce the Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 

Bill, 1944. 

Mr, NUR AHMED; Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Land Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Leave has been asked for by Mr. Nur Ahmed to 
introduce the Bengal Land Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 1 p.m. on 
the 20th March, 1944, 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1 p.m. on Monday, the 20th March, 
1944. 

70 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the* mteting held on the 17th 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Eariduddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(5) Mrs. Labanya Probha Dutt. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookherji. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(14) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 26. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 20th March, 1944, at 1 p.m., being 
the twenty-sixth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62{2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Piiasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Release of the political prisoners of the Midnapore district. 

92. Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that none of the political prisoners belonging to the district of Midna- 
pore has yet been released.^ If so, what is the reason thereof? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY, (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): It is not a fact that none of the 
political prisoners from Midnapore district has been released. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that two members of the Assembly returned from the Midnapore 
district liave not yet been released? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes. 

Grievances of the Anglo-1 ndia Jute Mill workers. 

93. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state if he 
is aware that the workers of the Anglo-India Jute Mills at a meeting held on 
the 20th December, 1943, at Kakinara, presented a statement of their 
grievances to the Labour Commissioner? 

(h) If so, does he propose to enquire and state if the mill authorities are 
withholding the wages, dues, pensions and other allowances from the mill 
labourers ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to remedy the above state 
of affairs ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
department (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) ; (a) A representation 

on behalf of the workers of the Anglo-India (Upper) Jute Mill, over the 
signatures of four workers, containing a list of grievances was received by 
the Labour Commissioner on the 24th December, 1943. 

(6) Enquiries were made by the Labour Commissioner s Office and it has, 
so far, been known that the management did not withhold wages, dues, etc. 

(c) Does not arise. 

7 ^ 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (a), will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what were the grievances mentioned in that representation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN:. I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (&), will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what exactly is meant, — what is the implication, — when 
Government use the two words “so far” in the reply here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Information received up to 
that date. 

Notice of strike (by the Bengal Chemical Mazdoor Union. 

94. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state if 
he is aware that the Bengal Chemical Mazdoor Union has given the Company 
notice of strike and sent a copy of the same to the Labour Commissioner? 

(h) If so, will he please state what are the demands of the labourers? 

(c) What steps do the Government propose to take for meeting their 
demands and preventing a strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) (i) Reinstatement of Babu Panchanan Karmakar and Babu Ramesh 
Chandra Seal or payment of extra one month’s salary, gratuity and Company’s 
contributions to their Provident Fund. 

(n) Dearness allowance of Rs.30 at flat rate. 

(Hi) Free family quarters for whole time workers. 

(iv) Leave with pay for 45 days per year; 30 days as compulsory leave 
and 15 days as sick leave. 

(v) Abolishment of contract system. 

(vi) Registration of Provident Fund and to make it compulsory for every 
employee. 

{vi'i) Formation of an enquiry committee with three members; two 
nominated from Mazdur Union and one from the Company. 

(viii) Free uniform (pant and shirt) for mechanical workers. 

(ix) To introduce graded service according to nature of work and 
seniority. 

(^r) One month’s pay as bonus. 

(c) An enquiry into the matter with a view to prevent a strike and to 
meet the legitimate demands of the workers is in progress. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that similar 
demands on behalf of the workers have been made from other factories as 
well? 

The Hen’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Representations have been 
received, hut it is very difficult to say whether their demands are similar in 
nature. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of the fact that there are similar 
demands from many different factories and mills, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the preparation by Government of a scheme making for uniform 
conditions of service in the different mills? 
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The Hon’ble Mi*. K. SHAHABUDDINs Sir, in tliis connection I may 
nform the honourable member that the Grover iiment of India, as a result 
)f the recommendations of the Tripartite Ldbour Conference, have set up 
i Committee which is touring all over IncHa, and most of tlie points raised 
n this connection are to be considered by it. We are awaiting the report 
)f that Committee; in tbe meantime the (government of Bengal also are 
3ollecting facts and data for the purpose of coming to a satisfactory decision. 

Wages of jute mill hands. 

95. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if be is aware that the existing rate of wages and 
dearness allowances paid to the jute mill hands per head is on an average only 
Rs.25 a month? 

(b) Is this amount adequate to meet the present cost of living? 

(c) Does he proposes to take steps to see that jute workers are paid wagGs 
commensurate with the present cost of living? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: (cf) As fa r as I am aware, the 
existing rates of wages and dearness allowances paid to jute mill hands per 
kead are, on an average, above Rs.25 a month. 

(h) The Family Budget Enquiry is in progress and a Subsistence Level 
Enquiry will be taken up shortly. Adequacy of the presefit rates of wages 
and dearness allowances may be determined on the completion of these 
enquiries. 

(c) Does not arise at present. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (r/), will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Rs. 25 rejjresents the wages or wages and dear- 
aess allowance combined ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: I suppose it is wages and 
dearness allowance combined, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Re. 1 
per day is the minimum cost of living for an adult person today in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: That is, Sir, a question of 
opinion, I submit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I sent notice of an adjournment motion 
regarding large-scale arrest by the police in certain villages of Faridpur 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has not come to me as yet. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: I sent it this morning at 9-30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was received in office at 10-30 and so no action 
has been taken on it as yet. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I hope it may be raised tomorrow. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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Message from the Assembly. 

Mr. SECRETARY: Sir, the following message has been received from 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

“The Bengal Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bill, 1944, as passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on March 3, 1944, has 
been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. The concurrence of the 
Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 

Syeu Nausiier Ali, 

Speaker j 

Bengal Legislative Asse/mMyl' 

Calcutta ; 

The 17th March, 1944. 

Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Orphanages and Widows’ 
Homes Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its 
meeting held on the 3rd March, 1944. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI; Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, as settled in 
the Council be passed. 

Sir, I thank the honourable members for having thoroughly discussed 
my little Bill. I thank them particularly for the ]*eason that any misgivings 
that there might have been in their minds must have been cleared up 
during the last three days’ long discussions. Ileally, it is a A^ery short 
Bill which deals mainly with the question of doubling the late of the sales 
tax. Other questions were also raised, the most important of which was 
that of exempting the handloom-woven cloth entirely. 1 stated before the 
House my reasons for not being able to accept the proposition entirely. 
But the House will remember that 1 gave an assurance, which I propose 
to make good in the next few days if this Bill receives the concurrence of 
this House, that 1 would by my rule-making powers see that preference is 
given to the haiidloom industry. I may tell the House that representatives 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce have been consulted by me and I think 
I may say that they were quite satisfied with the rates proposed by the 
Finance Department. There is very little for me to add to what I have 
been saying during the detailed discussion of the Bill. I therefore hope 
that my little Bill will be sanctioned by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have the painful duty of oppos- 
ing the passing of the Bill. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has just now 
told us that this little Bill of his should be passed. The Bill may be little 
in size but its implications are very great. When I spoke about the budget 
I said that the budget was a ministry-saving budget and I think that this 
Bill may be termed as a handloom-killing Bill. Sir, a sales tax if properly 

and intended to relieve general taxation is 
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a beneficent measure worthy of support. I do not dispute that. We are 
now disillusioned as regards the help from the Centre — 4^ crores are all it 
assures us in two years 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, i hope honourable members would 
not talk with one another in this way. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, here in Bengal, we have to 
reconstruct the social structure which has been damaged so severely by 
famine and pestilence and minis of money will be required for this 
purpose. The money must be well spent; otherwise the result will be 
nothing. Even if the Central Government pay us their entire revenue, that 
would not be enough for restoring at Government expense every piece of 
land which has been sold in distress, covering tlie province with a net work 
of hospitals, nursing every individual diseased person suffering from starva- 
tion and semi-starvation for months with the same care as is bestowed upon 
Mahatma Gandhi after his historic fasts and selling rice at four rupees per 
maund (the pre-famine price) to every person whose per capita income is 
below Rs. 15 per month. Irrespective of outside help, we have got to do 
our duty by our less fortunate brethren. The sales tax is the only weapon 
in the armoury of the provincial Government for imposing such taxation 
as will not fall ultimately upon the poor. The most objectionable feature 
of the present Bill is that it does away with the exemption so long enjoyed 
by the handloom cloth. The Finance Minister said in the other House that 
he did not want that the costly Dacca sarec would go tax-free. I only wish 
that Mr. Goswanii, whose ancestral home is situated in the heart of a hand- 
loom weaving area very near Farashdanga and Chanderiiagore and whose 
forefathers were great patrons of this industry, spent a couple of hours in 
the cottage of a tanti or jola and studied sympathetically and analytically 
the difficulties of the handloom weaver who for years has been fighting a 
losing battle against the multicoloured, richly bordered sarees of mills like 
Calico. The smaller rate of import duty on foreign yarn than on foreign 
piece-goods devised by the Central Government acted as a sort of protection 
to the weaver. The import figure of yarn in pre-war years will give an 
idea of how this induslry was kept going. Handloom weaving, according 
to the Royal Commission on Agriculture, is next to agriculture, the largest 
industry in the country. Persons employed in mills, factories and mines 
are far less in number than those engaged in handloom weaving. This fact 
is all the more important in Bengal where in the vast jute mill industry 
operated with the golden fibre grown by sweated Bengalee peasants, 
Bengalee labour constitutes a negligible fraction of the total number of 
mill-hands. In spite of strong agitation in the Press the local Government 
has done nothing to ensure a fair share of the heavy wage bill to the 
children of the soil though, as demonstrated by Srijut Alamohan Das in his 
Bharat Jute Mills, this can easily be done with a little sympathetic handling. 
The British managing agents of by far the major number of jute mills 
should try to rectify the present state of things with great benefit to our 
famine-ridden population. How handloom weaving remains our only 
considerable industry leaving out agriculture— our 

Government, as I described in my last budget speech, squandered away large 
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sums of money advanced by the Central Government for resuscitating hand- 
loom weaving while the Madras Government spent every rupee effectively 
and enabled the Madrasi weaver to capture Bengal market. Now the 
Government comes with the proposal of taxing the handloom cloth. The 
most formidable competitor of the poor handloom weaver is the wealthy 
Indian cotton mill owner who can employ artists to invent new methods 
of dyeing and border designs. This fact has to be recognised and borne 
in mind by well-wishers of our village industries. We know that the 
cotton mill industry has had for many years now a high tariff wall to its 
advantage. On the same principle on which the cotton mill claims protec- 
tion against foreign cloth, the handloom is entitled to protection against 
Indian cotloti mills. The small protection which the village weaver enjoyed 
by way of less import duty on yarn than on piece-goods was not enough and 
even this has been neutralised by the reduction of imports on account of 
the war. When Srijut C. llajgopalchari became Chief Minister of Madras, 
he for the first time evolved a scheme of protection for the handloom 
industry within the narrow limits of provincial taxation by imposing the 
sale tax on mill-made cloth and exempting the handloom from it. The 
whole of India was agreeably surprised at this feat and some other piovinces 
followed the examj)le of Madras. Handloom cloth in this war has so far 
gone free from sale-tax in our province but the Ministry is now going to 
undo that principle of Provincial protection which is the result of consider- 
able liard thinking on the part of one of India’s astutest politicians. I 
now want to point out to the British members of the legislature that before 
the war the village weaver used British and .Japanese yarn. After this war 
there will l>e for some years an embargo on tlie import of goods from enemy 
countries like Japan so that there is a good prospect of substantial business 
between Britain and India on this head. 8o before killing the weavers 
with this tax we should remember that they are like “a bold peasantry, a 
country’s pride, when once destroyed can never be supplied”. The Bengalee 
weaver is the best of the whole Indian species. According to the Finance 
Minister, the costly Dacca sarecs can easily bear the sale tax. But any 
one who has studied the problem with some attention knows that 
during the Pujas of the last ten years the sale of Bengal handloom sarees 
has been declining steadily at Howrah hat, one of the biggest marts of 
handloom products in India. Tlie rich borders and colour-designs of 
Cauvery sarees and sarees of mills like Calico of Bombay have captured the 
imagination of our ladies and the earnest expostulation of anxious publicists 
that from the aesthetic point of view a rich colour ill-suits our ladies most 
of whom are dark in complexion has failed to produce the desired effect. 
If the sale-tax now render the handloom saree more costly, the process of 
conquest by other sarees will be accelerated. It will then be easy for the 
ultra-modern daughter or daughter-in-law to persuade the mother or the 
mother-in-law to take to other sarees. The poor tanti or jola who weaves 
the costly Dacca or Farasdanga saree could not earn more thn eight to ten 
annas a day even before the war. What must be his lot now? 

Of the weavers, the greater number is drawn from the Muslim community 
and I am grieved to think that Muhammadan legislators and Ministers 
do not realise what they are doing. If any body of men were impelled 
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by tbe motive of crushing the Muhammadan population of Bengal after a 
devastating famine while masquerading as impartial administrators of a 
province, it could not do better than take up the items of imposing the sale- 
tax on the handloom cloth and fixing by statute the maximum price of jute^ 
the only Muhammadan crop under the sun at lis. 17 while the ruling price 
of hessian is Rs. 28-8: so that quantity for quantity raw jute sells in 
Calcutta at Rs. 14 while hessian sells at Rs. 28-8. While the Morley-Minto 
Government and the Montford Ministries tolerated a tyranny carried on 
for decades by a well-knit body of British jute magnates against Ihe poor, 
dumb unorganised millions of Moslem cultivators of Bengal, the present 
Ministry legalises it and prevents the possibility of a windfall to the jute- 
grower as in 1925-26 when the price of jute soared up to Rs. 25. The tax 
on the handloom cloth will complete the work of annihilation of the 
Moslems. Milton wrote of a section of his countiymen ‘^License they mean 
when they cry for liberty”. Of the present Muhammadan Ministers and 
Muhammadan members supporting them, it may be said, “Themselves they 
mean when they cry for Community”. 

Relief to handloom weavers figured prominently in famine relief work 
during a hundred per cent. Brilish rule in India in the past. After the 
intense and widespread famine of 1897 in Nortliern India, Bengal, Burma, 
Madras and Bombay a Famine Commission was appointed in 1898 under the 
presidency of Sir James Lyall. It made special recommendations for the 
relief of Ihe weavers. Our Ministers, who are present here with the proposal 
of taxing the weavers when with the price of rice at Rs. 24 in some parts 
famine still continues, i>rovide an example of fools rushing in where angels 
fear to tread. It is sheer misfortune of Bengal that Congress majority did 
not make possible the inauguration of cent, per cent. British rule here at least 
for the duration of the War. The farsightedness of Mahatma Gandhi 
saved many provinces in war time. 

In a normal year Bengal jiurchases piece-goods worth 12 crores of rupees 
from other provinces. If we want to stop this drain for post-famine 
reconstruction, our only means is to increase very largely the production 
of the handloom and this can be done by maintaining the sale-tax on mill- 
made cloth and keeping the handloom cloth tax-free. 

Cotton mills in Bengal cannot supply more than 10 per cent, of the 
province’s requirements. Our capitalists are determined not to invest 
money in industries. Under the circumstances the only practicable proposi- 
tion to make Bengal self-contained is to strengthen and not weaken the hand- 
loom industry. 

To exempt the handloom products and coarse mill-made cloth 10 x 44, 
as well as slate, pencil, text-books for schools and colleges and medicines 
for epidemic diseases, we may treble, quadruple, even increase tenfold the 
sale-tax on liquors and wines, cosmetics, gramophone records, fine mill- 
made dlivties and sarees, shoes above the price of Rs. 10, ladies’ umbrellas, 
musical instruments, and such other luxury articles. The craze for luxury 
is so great at the present moment that the sale of these articles will not be 
impeded by the tax while round sums will be collected for the public 
exchequer. 
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Before I conclude, let me quote some observations of Sir George Birdwood 
one of those Englishmen who loved this counrty: — 

“In the village — at the back of the house, which form the low irregular 

street, there are two or three looms at work the frames hanging 

between the acacia trees, the yellow flowers of which drop fast on the webs 
as they are being woven”. 

“In consequence of the improvement of national taste in this country, 
and the spread of higher education and culture among the natives of India, 
we may hope for a rapid increase in the demand for Indian handloom made 
and artistically dyed and printed piece-goods. Nothing could be more 
distinguished for the ball-room, nothing simpler for a cottage, than these 
cloths of unbleached cotton with their exquisitely ornamented narrow 
borders in red, blue or green. Indian native gentlemen and ladies should 
make it a point of culture never to wear any clothing or ornaments but of 
native manufacture.” 

With these few observations. Sir, I oppose the passing of this handloom- 
killing Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to support the motion for the final 
consideration and passing of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment 
Bill, 1944. During the discussion of this Bill we have heard many speeches 
from a large number of members. The learned speaker who has just sat 
down gave a homily and a sermon about the utility and necessity of hand- 
loom industry. In this House, I think, every honourable member is 
solicitous about the development of handloom industry in Bengal. Sir, 
Bengal was once very famous for its handloom industry, and it even attracted 
in the past the attention of the world’s market to its muslin^ so much so 
that the great and powerful British Government had to pass a law prohibit- 
ing the import into United Kingdoin of Bengal's nivslin and other finer 
cloth for which it was once very famous. Sir, nobody is less anxious than 
the previous speaker to see that such an industry of our country is not 
allowed to die out. Mr. Majumdar has raised the question that as a result 
of this tax handloom industry of ours will receive a death blow. But, Sir, 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister who is in charge of this Bill gave us a solemn 
assurance that he will exclude the handloom-woven cloth of a certain value 
from the operation of this tax by virtue of the power given to him under 
section G of the original Act. 

Sir, with great respect I would ask my honourable friend, Mr. Majumdar 
to look to section 6 of the Sales Tax Act, 1941. That section says that 
by notification issued three months ago Government can add to the schedule 
of exempted articles any new article. As regards the exemption of hand- 
loom-woven cloth up to a certain extent and of certain value there will be 
no difliculty in view of the clear provision of that section which empowers 
Government to add to the exempted articles, as I have already said. So 
we can rely on the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister. Ileally speak- 
ing, the handloom industry is a great necessity in Bengal. In Bengal at 
present about two lakhs of people live on the handloom industry and its 
products are worth 5 crores or more per year. From the statistics of 1942, 
it appears that Bengal handloom industry produced about 16 per cent, of 
cloths whereas the Bengal mills produced 20 per cent, and the rest, that 
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is, 64 per cent, is produced by Abmedabad and Bombay and other places. 
Out of Bengal’s total requirement, this industry caters to the extent of 
42 per cent. So anything which is likely to affect this very important 
industry, specially in war time when prices of cloths have increased, every 
one is anxious to prevent that, but ] may assure honourable members on 
the other side that 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order, again there is too much talking going 
on among the honourable members and I am finding it difficult to follow 
the debate. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I may assure honourable members that we are for 
unfettered growth and development of this industry in Bengal, as has 
been stated by the Finance Minister himself. As regards a sale tax, the 
principle of such a tax had been accepted by the Congress Ministry when it 
was in office. Before the war this tax was a prime source of income of 
some of the Governments of the world. About 26 per cent, of the income 
of Russia used to come from the sales tax. As regards the rate we find 
that it was 5 per cent, in Australia and 2 to 16 per cent, in France and so 
forth. The only other point for consideration, when we accept a sales 
tax, is the inequality of the distribution of the tax. It is an admitted fact 
that in India the burden of taxation among the poor and the rich is very 
unequal. According to Rrof. K. T. Shah, the poor pay about 167 crores 
of taxation whereas the rich pay only 111 crores of taxation per year. Of 
course, owing to the imposition of the excess profits tax and other taxes, this 
inequality has been to some extent reduced but still the burden continues 
to affect the poor unequally and the question of adding to that burden 
should receive very careful consideration at the hands of honourable mem- 
bers of this House. But unfortunately I must assert that this tax will fall 
on the poor consumers to some extent. 

Sir, I submit with all respect to the Hon’ble Finance Minister that this 
tax will he an additional burden on the poorer section of the population. 
So my appeal to the Hon’hle the Finance Minister is that the tax may be 
administered in such a way as not to harass the poor. Individually speak- 
ing, I would be the last person to favour such a measure of taxation at this 
time of our province. But considering the necessity of money for 
rehabilitalinn, for reconstruction, I have persuaded myself to support the 
measure. Jlut I appeal again to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and also 
the Ministry that the money raised by this tax must be spent for the benefit 
of the poor and spent for the purpose of rehabilitation of the poorer section 
who have lost their all in this world and are without any means of liveli- 
hood. With this appeal, I support the Third Reading of the Bill. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. President, Sir, in supporting the motion for 
the passing of this measure, I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister for the 
dignity and composure with which he has faced formidable opposition. 

Sir, in considering the Bill which amends the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Act of 1941, we have endeavoured to keep properly focussed the 
original aims of the Act — principally those of nation-building and being 
convinced of the greatly increased spending power now unquestionably in 
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our midst, we have no hesitation in supporting a measure that will bring 
the additional revenue of which the province is sorely in need for this 
purpose. 

Sir, many speakers have stressed that the budgetary deficit was to some 
extent the result of the famine conditions being in turn the result of war 
conditions and therefore not the responsibility of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. To this, we must, in a measure agree, but it would be a matter of 
extreme satisfaction to be able to tell the world that Bengal has done her 
utmost by her own efforts to extricate her people from the distress into 
which they have fallen through, what to some extent we regard as, 
uncontrollable circumstances. Greater dignity and more respect will come 
to Bengal if our efforts are substantial. In any event, the measure of 
assistance likely to be given will, in all probability, depend upon the 
measures we ourselves adopt. 

The effect of the war on Bengal’s finances was touched upon by my honour- 
able colleague Mr. Cliakraverti whose opinion seemed to be that the British 
and United Nations should shoulder some portion of the deficit burden, 
particularly of famine expenses. I join issue 'with Mr. Cbakraverty. The 
presence of large numbers of overseas forces in our province has undoubtedly 
brought vast quantities of mone}^ into the principal cities. Whether the 
distribution or spending power has or has not been equitable is not for 
comment on this occasion but large sections of the public have more to 
spend and by applying the increase in Sales Tax, considerable revenue 
having its source in far distant countries, should be available for the purpose 
for which the Act of 1941, now amended, was conceived. 

Sir, speaking on Sales Tax collections, as notified in the Budget esti- 
mates, we feel justified in drawing attention to the relatively small amount 
shown as collections for 1942-43. I do not think we can express very great 
satisfaction with this result and it is perhaps not unnatural that we should 
wonder if all the sources for collection are being fully examined. Some 
business and commercial houses in this city alone are collecting on behalf 
of Government quite substantial sums and it seems to us, Sir, that this 
point requires the attention and close scrutiny of the Hon’ble Minister and 
of the department concerned. Particularly, we would refer to sub-clause 
(7) of clause 7 of the Sales Tax Act, 1941. It is highly probable that 
many dealers who need not have registered at that time are now doing business 
on a scale that should bring them well within the necessity of registration. 

In the Budget estimates, the anticipated revenue is slightly higher and 
it is perhaps a matter for commendation that any figure could have been 
arrived at, at all, particularly as taxable turnover is likely to be adversely 
affected by clause 3 of this amending Bill and also by the anti-infiationary 
measures introduced during the year in the form of the Cotton Cloth and 
Yarn Control Order and Hoarding and Profiteering Preventing Ordinance. 
These two measures are necessary and would have been wddely welcomed 
and probably improved if the business and commercial houses had been 
permitted to bring their knowledge and experience to bear upon the fram- 
ing of them. As it is Sir, the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention 
Ordinance obliges the dealer to issue a cash memo, for purchases under 
Rs. 10 only when asked to do so. Sir, this is not merely a loophole but a 
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wide open drain so far as the Bengal Sales Tax is concerned. We fail to 
see how taxable turnover can satisfactorily be checked by the Sales Tax 
Inspectors if all sales are not properly recorded and this, we contend, can 
only be done if memos, are made out at the time of purchase. We suggest 
that such an obvious defect in the Hrarding and Profiteering Prevention 
Ordinance, which might result in evasion of the payment or collection of 
the Bengal Sales Tax, should form the subject of close examination by the 
Finance Department. 

In regard to clause 3 of the present amending Bill, we have to express 
satisfaction at the statements wdiich have been made by the Hon’ble 
Minister. It is obvious that he has tlie interest of the Weavers of the class 
of textiles specifically referred to very much in mind and in view of his 
assurances that this will continue to engage his attention, w^e support the 
motion for the passing of this Amendment Bill and again congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister on its framing. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN : Mr. President, 
Sir, I think, I cannot su])port the Bill in the form in which it is going to 
be passed by the (Council. I am not against the principle of taxation, 
because as tlie Hon’ble the Finance Minister and the Hon’ble the Ticader 
of the House have said that taxation is indispensable in all civilized countries 
and without taxation no progress can be made. I quite agree with them 
with this proviso that the taxes must be realised from Ihose wdio are able 
to pay. I am not in favour of indiscriminate taxation. Had this Bill been 
introduced for the pui'pose of taxing the rich people, I would have been the 
first mail to suppojt it. Of course, we cannot make any discrimination 
between the rich and the poor in the matter of a sales tax. But if w^e are 
serious, we can make discrimination in this way. Articles which are 
indispensable, i.c., articles wLich are required both by the rich and the 
poor should be exempted ; but articles which are not indispensable and 
which are not required by the poor, such as motor-cars, spirits and many 
other things should be taxed. Medicine which is required both by the rich 
and the poor should be excluded from the operation of this tax. This 
is why iny honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir wmnted the Bill to 
be referred to a Select Committee, because there Ave would have been able 
to persuade the Hon’ble Finance Minister to exempt items such as 
medicine, etc., from the operation of this tax. Similarly, we would have 
been able to induce the Hon’ble Minister to impose this sales tax at a much 
higher rate, not like one jjice or two pice in the rupee but 2 annas and 4 
annas in the rupee, on such articles of luxury as are exclusively used by 
the rich. In that case, the Hon’ble Minister w’ould have got more money 
than he expects to realise at present. Therefore, as I said before, I am 
sorry I cannot support this Third Reading of the' Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, I am sorry I cannot 
agree with my colleague of Ihe European Group who congratulated the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister on his introduction of the present Finance Bill 
and on the steps that he has taken for the purpose of meeting the deficit 
that has been disclosed in the Budget of the present year. The honourable 
member agreed that the deficit is due largely to causes connected wdth the 
war, and after having made that admission, I think, he ought to have at 
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once proceeded to the next bold step of agreeing to the suggestion that the 
entire deficit should he met from resources other than taxing the already 
heavily taxed poor people of Bengal. It is admitted on all hands that so 
far as the poor people are concerned, the tax which is proposed to be passed 
will fall on them to a very large extent. While I make this submission, 1 
would like to take one particular matter for the consideration of the House. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister has given us an assurance and I find 
that the honourable member of the European group who spoke 
referred particularly to this matter, namely, that the Finance Minister 
would make certain provisions with regard to exempting certain classes of 
handloom-woven cloth up to certain prices from the operation of the tax. 
Sir, I do not know whether this implication was present in the mind of the 
Finance Minister or of the Legislative Department so far as the drafting 
of this particular clause is concerned. As a matter of fact, in opposing 
the provisions of the Bill and in supporting the amendment to clause 3, I 
made it clear that unless some specific reference is made in the clause about 
exemption with regard to the handloom-woven cloth, it would be very 
difl&cult to introduce by exercising the rule-making power any exemption 
in favour of the handloom cloth of a certain price. As a matter of fact, 
under clause 3 what is proposed is this; for the entries in columns 1 and 
2 of the Schedule to the said Act in respect of item IG of the said schedule, 

the following entries shall be substituted, namely etc., etc. If we 

refer to item No. IG in the schedule, we find that limited protection was 
given under the existing Act to the handloom-woven cloth and not to other 
cloths. Even that limited protection however is now expressly withdrawn 
by reason practically of the repeal of that item and the substitution 
in its place of a new clause which says that dhotis, lungis and sarees 
which do not exceed in value such amount as the Provincial Government 
may fix in respect of them as the case may be by notification in the Official 
Gazette shall be exempted. With regard to this provision, I submit that 
it may be contended hereafter that having expressly excluded the liand- 
loom-woven cloth, the provision which is substituted does not include the 
handloom-woven dhotis, Ivngis or sarees, there may be difficulty, and 
what we wanted was to point out that this glaring defect in the present 
Bill should be remedied by providing certain exceptions in case of the 
handloom-woven dhotis, etc. As a matter of fact, my suggestion was that 
if the Ministry really wanted to give the poor people of Bengal some relief, 
it could exclude all dhotis, sarees and lungis and handloom cloth up to a 
yarn of 40 counts. They could give such protection to the industry and 
could make an express provision in the provisions of the Bill without any 
ambiguity. As it is, I submit that so far as this particular clause is con- 
cerned, it would be open to very serious comment and I doubt very much 
whether by the rule-making power which is provided in the Act itself, 
Government would be able to legally exclude the handloom-woven cloth 
up to a certain value from the operation of the tax. So much for the 
amendment to clause 3, Sir. 

With regard to the other provisions, namely, about the question of 
raising revenues from this province, I submit that if the Finance Minister 
had looked to other sources of revenue and if he had looked to the schedule 
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itself, as lias been pointed out by several members on this side of the House, 
if be bad looked to the various other articles wbicb are not generally used 
by tbe poorer section of the people. In fbe poorer section I include tbe 
lower middle-class of the population wh / have to purchase various other 
things, other than dhotis, lungis and sarees, middle-class people who have 
been hard hit by reason of the distress wliich ])revailed last year, hard hit by 
reason of the abnormal prices of foodstuffs prevailing last year and who 
are now pnictically on the verge of bankrupicy. The proposed tax would 
practically kill the poorer middle-class of Bengal, who are the backbone 
of society, who are the backbone of the inhabitants of Bengal. You are 
killing them by means of these new provisions of the bales Tax Bill without 
trying to impose taxation on items which wx)uld yield much more revenue. 
Looking to the sources of Provincial Pevenues, we find under the Peceipt 
side of the Provincial Excise a sum of Ps. 72 lakhs. If tax under this 
head is doubled, another sum of Ps. 72 lakhs could easily be obtained and 
at the same time it would not touch the pocket of the poorer section of the 
people at all. I wopld next refer to another item, item 13, page 18, of the 
Peceipt side where taxes and other duties are meniioiied. Here we find 
an item named “entertainment tax Ps. 30 lakhs” and “betting tax Ps. 2o 
lakhs.” The Hon ’hie the Finance Minister could have substantially raised 
tlie taxation under these two heads without touching the pockets of the 
poor peoi)le. So far as the entertainment tax is concerned, it may be said 
that it does touch the ])oor people. But there is one consolation in this 
tax that if the poorer section want to enjoy, they must pay the tax inas- 
much as without additional tax it is not possible to balance the budget. 
I, therefore, submit that the consideration which the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister did not give ought to have been given to the poorer section of the 
people in attempting to raise increased revenues and therefore I say that 
I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on his bringing 
up this Bill for consideration of the House. AVitli these words, 1 oppose 
the passing of the Bill. 

Ml*! K, C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I make this last minute appeal 
to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the wholesale exemption of the produc- 
tions of handlooms from this tax. He has taken powers to exempt hand- 
loom cloths of certain value — but I say, make it wholesale exemption as 
in the Madras Act which we have practically copied. The reasons are 
obvious. We know that the sarees used by the Bengali ladies throughout 
Bengal are made in handlooms and their prices are higher than the prices of 
coarse cloth. They are fancy sarees. But the cotton mill companies are 
making and marketing fancy cloths in imitation of handlooin sarees. The 
result is a serious competition and before long handlooin weavers of fancy 
sarees will have to give up weaving handlooin sarees and lose their living. 

There is another more important question. There are 2 lakhs weavers 
employed in handloom industry in Bengal. The Government cannot 
expect to get good revenue by taxing these sarees. Then, why touch the 
poor weavers’ pockets ? If Government forego this, say a lakh of rupees 
on fancy sarees, they will earn the gratitude of the handloom wcaveri*, 
This you can do by your rule-making power. I should like to have you/ 
assurance that you will exempt wholesale the productions of handloom. 
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Secondly, you must exempt the handloom-woven cloths, otherwise 
the country will take serious notice of your apathy towards the weavers. 
I appeal to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to make a declaration 
here that he would see to it that the purchasers are not fleeced by shop- 
keepers in respect of denomination of coins. For example, you go to a shop 
and buy 12 annas worth of taxable articles. Now under the Act you are to 
pay one pice for every 8 annas and what about 4 annas? As there is no half- 
pice or even one pice, you will have to pay two pice for 12 annas. I had been 
to the Gariahat market and there I saw hundreds of pice are being illegally 
collected in this way. Government must appoint inspectors to check these 
collections. Either you should ask the shopkeepers to forego the half pice 
and take one pice from the purchasers or introduce and supply half pice or 
cowries. If you give assurance on these two counts, you will earn the grati- 
tude of the poorer section of the country. Sir, I have no objection to accept 
the Third Beading of the Bill, if these assurances are forthcoming. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we have already made our ])ositi()n in 
regard to this Bill perfectly clear. We are on principle o])p()sed lo a taxa- 
tion measure just now. We consider that the economic condition of the 
country is not such as to justify any taxation measure at this time unless 
there be very good reason to the contrary. We have also uiged upon the 
Hon’ble Minister to limit the life of this Bill to one yc'ar, and asked the 
House to build up a convention by which taxation measures can be annually 
renewed and surveyed by the Legislature in order to see that the amounts 
which are voted by the Legislature for particular purj)oses are used for 
those purposes in a proper manner and are not diverted to other channels. 
That is all the more necessary in view of the fact that in the past new 
taxation measures have at times been introduced on the ground that the 
money would be used for speciflc purposes in nation-building departments; 
but after the money has been obtained by the Government, it has 
been used in other directions. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has him- 
self admitted that that has been the case with regard to the Sales Tax itself. 
We also find. Sir, that in the Budget provisions for this year, the amount 
of money spent for the “Police” and the “JaiLs” together amount to 
approximately Bs. 4 crores. I believe the expenditure under “Police” is 
very near Bs. 3 crores and under '‘Jails” the amount is over Bs. 1 crore, 
say one crore and 20 lakhs — I do not remember the exact amount. In any 
case, the “Jails” and the “Police” together cost nearly Bs. 4 crores during 
the current year. This certainly is a very large increase upon the expendi- 
ture incurred for “Police” and “Jails” in previous years. We find that 
after the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy, the expenditure on the 
“Police” and the “Jails” has been continually increasing. 

Now, Sir, I stated a moment ago that this is not, in our opinion, the time 
for the introduction of a new taxation measure or for realising money from 
the people at large for the purpose of meeting expenditure under the head 
“Police” ! Unless there is a very good reason to the contrary, unless money 
is used for nation-building departments, for departments which will improve 
the community as a whole and make individual members of the community 
better in every respect, there is no justification for fresh taxation at such a 
time. I am not opposed to taxation as such. I quite agree with the Hon’ble 
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the Finance Minister that it is the hest instrument through which the 
Government can redistribute the financial resources of the country, and 
carry out in a more efficient manner the social services and other welfare 
measures than throug'h individual efiort§. All these we admit; but at the 
same time we hold that unless money which is obtained through new taxa- 
tion at tlie present juncture is ear-marked for some nation-building depart- 
ment, there is no justification in the present crisis for imposing a new tax. 

There is no doubt that there is financial crisis. There is no doubt that 
there are difficulties with which the country is faced; but as lias been pointed 
out by more speakers than one, the particular Bill which we are considering 
to-day will be merely a drop in the ocean so far as the actual deficit of this 
year is concerned. Besides, as I submitted to the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
a point to which he did not give any satisfactory reply, the deficit which 
has been incurred by the Province during the last two years has been 
largely on account of factors which do not mainly concern the Province. 
They are a direct corollary to the conditions which obtain as a result of the 
war, and therefore they should be treated as part of the war expenditure. 
Therefore, I suggesied to the Ilon’ble tlie Finance Minister that he should 
take the country and the Legislature into his confidence and build up public 
opinion behind him so that a united demand can be placed before the 
Government of India that these moneys should be obtained from sources 
other than the Provincial revenue as part of the war expenditure. That 
demand on our behalf has also not been met by the Hon Tile Finance Minister. 
Therefore, as I said a moment ago, unless he can prove and make out a very 
good (‘ase that this money is going to be used for nation-building de])art- 
ments. at the present juncture and with the present economic background, 
there is no justification whasoever for the increase in the tax which he seeks 
to impose. 

References have been made to the im])rovement of particular items of 
the Bill. The Hon’ble Finance Minister will remember that we suggested 
that some machinery should be devised by which a different rate of the tax 
can be imposed on different types of articles. The articles which come 
under the category of luxury should be treated in a manner different from 
articles which are necessities and which are essential for the purposes of 
the existence of the people of this country. As I pointed out to him, 
medicine has not been exempted from the operation of this tax. On this 
point we would like an assurance from the Honffile Finance Minister. We 
are glad that he has given a qualified assurance so far as the handloom 
industry is concerned, but I would like him to state his position more 
explicitly and clearly before this House. What exactly will be the 
difference in taxable j^rice between the cloth that is woven on handloom and 
the cloth that is manufactured in mills? I have an impression that the 
price which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has in mind is that the hand- 
loom mree priced at Rs. 12 per pair will be exempted from the operation of 
this tax. If this is the figure which he has in mind, I would submit that 
it is quite inadequate. To-day even ordinary sarees, not handloom-woven 
but woven by mills, cost more than that sum. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: If the honourable 
member would excuse my interrupting him for a moment, I may say that I 
have not fined the prices as yet. 
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Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, I am glad to leam that he has not 
yet fixed the prices. So, I would like him to keep this point in mind when 
he will be considering the question of fixing the limit beyond which the 
handloom cloth will be taxed. The figure should be such as may actually 
afitord a protection to the handloom weavers. I would, in fact, support the 
demand which has been made by my frend Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury so 
far as the handloom cloth is concerned, that Government will be well- 
advised to exempt them altogether from the operation of this tax. The 
fact has already been pointed out that the amount of money which the 
Government can hope to obtain from the handloom cloth cannot be very 
large, and as the Hon’ble Finance Minister himself knows, all the cloth 
woven on handloom in Bengal today or at least a major portion of it is of 
lower count. Therefore, if he wants to give an actual protection to the 
handloom weavers by this Bill, I would ask him to consider if there is any 
justification in giving pinpricks to the weavers of our Province. It will, 
after all, not fetch any large revenue to the Government coffer; it w^ill not 
affect a very large proi^ortion of the finer cloth. 

I, therefore, submit to him from the point of view of considering the hand- 
loom-w^oven cloth as a craft that there is some justification for safeguarding 
and for giving a certain amount of protection even though it may be the case 
that some of these cloths is fine and is sold at a price which only the 
relatively well-to-do can pay for. I would also ask him to consider the 
consequences that are likely to follow. If the finer handloom cloths are 
taxed, the tendency will be for those who patronise this type of finer cloth 
to transfer their patronage from the handloom- woven cloth to other types 
of fine cloth, and in this way one of the finest handicrafts which still exist 
in Bengal may be killed. 

Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy Choudhury has also referred to the fact that 
a very large proportion of the agriculturists in the different i)art8 of the 
province are now engaged in the production of handloom-woven cloth. If 
this large class of men is affected, if a source from which they derive their 
livelihood is taken away from some of them at least, as will be the case if 
the finer cloth is taxed, then they will lose their main source of income. 
From the sale of the coarser kind of cloth the profits are bound to be less 
and the profits from the finer count cannot be very large; and taking all the 
coarser types of cloth together they cannot derive from them that amount 
of income which is necessary in the present circumstances. In view of 
these considerations, I would urge upon the Finance Minister to accept the 
suggestion of Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy Chowdhury and exempt the hand- 
loom-woven cloth altogether from the operation of this tax. Even then, 
however, that would not entirely satisfy this section of the House, 
for unless the receipts from this tax are ear-marked for expenditure 
on the nation-building departments, we cannot with a clear conscience 
support at the present moment any taxation measure. Moreover, it has 
not been made a time-measure. There was a suggestion that Government 
might limit the life of this measure to two or three years, which suggestion 
the Opposition would have been prepared to consider if it came from the 
Government. If the life of the tax were limited to three years. Government 
could very well have argued that an emergency measure like this during 



the duration of the war was necessary and the Opposition might have gone 
some way towards meeting them. But that limit too has not been proposed 
or accepted by the Government, and the suggestion that the money which 
would accrue from the tax might be ear-maiked for the nation-building 
departments, that, suggestion, too, has not been accepted by them. And 
finally the suggestion was made to them that the handlooni-woven cloth 
should be entirely exempted from the tax; but that too was not accepted 
by Government. All this shows that Government are not prepared to 
consider even constructive suggestions from the side of the Opposition. 
With these words, I express my general dissatisfaction and disapproval of 
the Bill at the present moment. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, I rise to op])ose 
the motion. I oi)pose the passing of the Bill not because it is a taxation 
measure but because the proposal to double the rate of the Sales Tax is 
ill-timed and inopportune. The economic condition of the country has 
undergone a considerable change for the worse since the year 1941 when 
the Act which the present Bill seeks to amend was passed. Tlie situation 
was had enough in 1941 and it is undoubtedly a hundred times worse now 
owing to the devastating famine of last year and tlie epidemic diseases and 
pestilence wliich followed in its wake taking a heavy toll of human lives 
in the province. 

Sir, T am not convinced that this measure will not ali'ect the ])oorer 
middle-class and the poor. The Hon’ble the Financ'e Ministcu' has tried in 
the course of the debate on the Bill 1o impress-npon the House that it is a 
beneficent measure and that it will not touch the pool*. He has pleaded for 
its acceptanee as the proceeds of the tax, we are led to btdieve, will be 
devoted to the ex])ansi()n of the nation-building departments. Sir, the same 
arguments were trotted out by liis honourable colleague, Mr. Suhrawardy, 
who as Finance Minister piloted the Sales Tax Bill in 1941. I hav(^ tried 
in vain to elicit from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister information regard- 
ing the expected yield from this taxation — what came to the coffers of 
Government after the passing of the Act in 1941 and how was the money 
spent. I do not know why the matter is being kept a close secret from us; 
yet we are asked to cast our votes in favour of the Bill, not knowing how 
much we will get and to what extent, if at all, it will benefit the ])ublic 
utility services, such as Education, Public Health, Sanitation, Irrigation, 
Agriculture and Industry. We, on this side of the House, are not prepared 
to take a leap in the dark and to encourage the distribution of j)atronage to 
the adherents and sui)porters of the Ministry by the creation of new posts 
for them and their relatives. If the Ministry had been sineere in their 
protestations and their solicitude for the poor, they would not have provided 
for the 'exclusion of the handloom-woven cloth (item 10 of the Schedule), 
from the list of articles exempted from taxation under the proposed measure. 
The privilege which cottage induslries are now enjoying is thus sought to 
be taken away without any justification whatsoever. If the Finance 
Minister had suggested the omission of country liquor, ganja, hliang and 
charas from the schedule, we would have been glad to support him. While 
consumers of these articles are still to enjoy exemption from taxation, 
handloom products are to be taxed with vengeance ! The Hon’ble the Finance 
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Minister does not seem to realise the far-reaching effects of this imposition. 
It will give a death-blow to the handloom industry of Bengal. The weavers 
of the district of Dacca which is famous for its handloom- woven fabrics and 
their fellow weavers in other parts of the Province will be hard-hit if the 
Bill is passed into law in its present form. It is strange that while the 
Ministry is prepared to encourage the drink evil and the evil habit of 
smoking ganja and (Jiards, they are out to strangle and destroy the cottage 
industries. Sir, we did not expect that the Ilon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra 
Goswami, the erstwhile Congressman and an exponent of the khaddar cult 
would suddenly change his front and make a reactionary proposal like the 
one under discussion in company of those from whom nothing better can 
be expected. 

Sir, if we analyse for a moment the assurances given by the then Finance 
Minister, Mr. IT. S. Suhrawardy, the original sponsor of the 1941-Bill, we 
find that these were mere empty promises. The money derived from the 
levy does not appear to have been profitably spent although during the 
consideration stage of the Bill at another pla(‘.c and subsequently in this 
House, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy said ‘That the purpose of this taxation 
is to provide further funds for nation-building departmenis and further 
amenities to the masses of this proviiu'e!” Addressing his critics he added 
that “to them it did not matter if there was no money for w'ater-supply, for 
primary education, for public heallh, for irrigation or for agriculture’’. 
May I now ask whether those promises have been redeemed? Has there 
been any ex])ansion of the nation-building activities since the passing of 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act of 1941? If so, in what dirediou ? Tlie 
only development noticeable has been iji the minisierial sphere — expansion 
of the Cabinet from 8 to 18 Ministers and the appointment of 18 Farlia- 
mentary Secretaries and a number of Government Whi])s, thus bringing 
the Total to 80. Tiook at the expenditure that the ])rovince has been made 
to incur on account of the cosily jiaraphernalia oi administration. Sir, 
the proposal of the Finance Minister to double the Sales Tax cannot be too 
highly condemned. Let there be a substantial reduction in the salaries of 
Ministers, their Parliamentai-y Secretaries and the Whii)s. First impose a 
cut of r^O per cent, on their salaries and an uniform cut of 20 per cent, 
upon the salaries of all Government employees drawing a monthly salary 
of Rs. 800 and above and then resort to finther taxation, if necessary. 

Then, Sir, there is another important point which may be urged against 
the passing of the Bill. It is well knowm that the prices of articles of 
daily use are going up by leaps and bounds. The tax already imposed is 
being realised for the last three yedrs and as the prices of commodities 
increase, Government also derive additional income from these sources. 
If the prices had been stationary, then the Government could complain tliat 
they needed more money and that therefore, this Bill had been «brouglit 
forward. Sir, the policy of Government is inexplicable. In this connec- 
tion, I may mention another important point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Do you propose to quote from’ all the books? They 
are a formidable lot. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; No, Sir, I am 
just quoting an extract from the speech of the Hon’ble Minister’s predeces- 
sor in office, the redoubtable Mr. Suhrawardy. He said on the 12th March, 
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1941, wlien tlie Bill was in iLs consideration stage: ‘‘We have chosen this 
tax out of several taxes, because for a small sacrifice we hope to obtain 
large income which may be of real use to the p‘ ovince.’’ Elsewhere he said, 
He was not in a position exactly to st^*^o what income this tax would 
fetch” 

Sir, the Hon ble the Finance Miuisicr has not also enlightened us as to 
what amount we are going to get from this increased taxation. There is 
a huge deficit in tlie Bengal Budget. In his Budget speech he struck a 
pessimistic note to the effect tliat if things went on like this, the Province 
would be heading towards bankruptcy. Sir, if the lion ’ble Finance 
Minister liad given us any idea as to the amount tliat this taxation measure 
would fetch, Ave Avould be justified in supporting liim at this stage. 

Sir, with these words, I strongly ojipose the motion. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Mr^ Piesideiit, Sir, T do 
not desire to repeat the argument advanced by the previous speakers against 
the passing of this Bill. I know very well that all these arguments are of 
no avail to a Ministry having a comfortable majority .still to disregard any 
opposition we may raise. However, Sir, this measure of taxation is b('ing 
passed at a time' when Bengal is groaning under famine, pestilence and 
epidemics and tlieii’ consequences — death all round. Bui, our Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has told us in a technical manner that tliis is an anti- 
inflationary measure. Of course, this is a very easy devica' for sludving 
the r(\s])onsil)i]it \ of further taxation. He has not explaiiuul to us the (',aus(‘s 
of the inflation and Iioav much the people are responsible for siu'h an infla- 
tion and from Avhich (puyter this inflation is coming. I believe, this inflaiion 
has its root (dsewhere in the far off British Isles and on the other side of the 
Atlantic, 1 mean America, Avhich are responsible for causing inflation in 
this country and we are to pay the penalty. That is the argument 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; It is better not to 
embark upon a technical subject without technical equipment. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: T wish the HonMde 
Finance Minister had not used a technical argument in the course of his 
speech. Since he has done so he should hav(‘ enlightemal not only 
the members of this House but people outside in this respect. My honour- 
able friend Mr. Clarke has joined issue with me as regards my contention 
that the British Government and the United Nations should bear the deficit 
burden of this Province when this Province is landed in sn(*h a condition 
hy their action. At least evei-yhody shf)uld admit that war is not of onr 
making. He has also preached self-help and suggested that Bengal shoubl 
hear the burden wilfully; but T should tell him that Ije should preach self- 
help among his own people: they should not help themselves with others’ 
resources. Before resuming my seat I join in tlie request to the Finance 
Minister to exempt tlie handloom cloth as the entire Bengali community wants 
such au exem])tion. With these words, T oppose the niotiou for passing 
the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I remember that at 
fhe.time when Provincial Autonomy was inaugural ed the GoA’criiinenf af 
India wiped off eight crores which was then the debt of the Government of 
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Bengal to tlie Centre. Before tlie new Constitution came into being, tbe 
Bengal Government used every year to run into deficits and they came to a 
huge amount, namely, to eight crores. And just to give the autonomous 
Government in Bengal a start, the Government of India wiped olf that debt. 
Now, Sir, our debt, or to be exact, our deficit has come to a huge amount of 
over 10 crores this year and over 7 crores for the next year, that is to say, 
altogether to 17 crores 46 lakhs. It would not be possible to meet even a 
substantial portion of this deficit by the receipts which arc expected to 
acci ue from this taxation measure. Even if we add to this tax the receipts 
which will be in our hands by the passing of the Agricultural Income Tax 
Bill, even that will not be enough or sufficient to wipe off the deficit. So 
what 1 contend for is that to meet the deficit this measure is not essential. 
But how to meet this deficit, that is the point; that is a point for serious consi- 
deration even now when fhe matter is being discussed. As I have remarked 
while moving some my amendments, T would repeat my statements even 
now, that Bengal did her utmost to increase her revenue, Bengal’s revenue 
in 194142 was not more than 16i crores of rupees. But we were able) to 
raise it in 19424*"! to rupees 21 J crores. That is a good increase on the side 
of receipts no doubt; but fortunately or unfortunately for Bengal, things so 
shaped themselves that we (‘ould not hel]) the rise of expenditure at a 
tremendous speed. The exj)enditure swelled uj) to 62 crores from 161 crores. 
To 62 crore from 16 crores is a big enough jump. Now, Sir, what is this 
big jump due lo? Mainly, to extraordinary charges in India, mainly to 
the war conditions and the famine. Is Bengal responsible for all these? 
Should Bengal alone be made to pay all these debts? We can, of course, 
tax ourselves but it will be to no purpose unless the Government of India 
realises its own responsibility in* the matter. I say that a large proportion 
of this deficit can be accounted for as having been spent on civil defence, 
and also on famine. Sir, defence is a Central subject; but be it civil or 
military, I submit the whole portion of the civil defence expenditure as well 
as the expenditure on famine should be borne entirely by the Government 
of India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; Sir, may I say 
that a large portion of this expenditure is paid by the Government of 
India? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: A large portion is paid by the Govern- 
ment of India, I admit; but a large portion is also paid by the Provincial 
Government and in respect of famine and extraordinary expenditure on 
“extraordinary charges in India”, the responsibility to pay should be 
entirely that of the India Government. If things are viewed in the right 
perspective, the influx of soldiers into Bengal, the influx of population 
from outside India and from outside the province — all these factors have 
got to be considered along with the tremendous rise in the cost of living 
due to war. I think. Sir, that a large portion of it should be borne by the 
Government of India. Our revenues cannot meet those expenses. We 
tried our best to raise our income, and we raised it from 16 crores to 21 
crores, — not a matter of joke. In this time of difficulty, we are asked that 
we should double the sale tax. We have not been told yet why this is 
required. The time, Sir, is inopportune because Bengal suffered severely 
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from famine; a heavy toll of human life was taken by this famine and there 
are vast masses of people who have sold away their all for the purpovse of 
keeping body and soul together. Government ought to realise their position. 
Government ought to take up the question of their rehabilitation. Govern- 
ment has, of course, brought forward a Bill for ttie purpose of rehabilitation 
of these people, I mean the Land Alienation Bill. It means tliat the vast 
majority of the people of Bengal are on the verge of riiiii ami tliis taxation 
measure will operate as the last straw on the earners back at tliis partieular 
-moment. This taxation measure would affet’t tlie poor and rieh alike. 
Why should there be a tax like this ai the i)resent nionieni inflicting equal 
burden on all ? The Hon’ble the Finance Ministei^ lias said that the 
purchasing power of the people bas increased. If that is so, let 
this tax be paid by those peiqde alone whose purchasing ]H)wer liSas 
increased. If the burden of this taxation measure falls not only 
on the rich peo];)le but, also on others who do not, profit by the 
present war and who have been hard-hit, there will be great injustice. 
As the Hon’ble Mr. GosAvami said during the Budget debate, only 
a very small proportion of the people have become ricli and they are 
getting richer Avliile richer evei\\ day and the jioor ari‘ becoming 
poorer every day. Nobody denies that a certain iirojiortioii — a very small 
proportion — has become rich and th(‘ir jiundiasing ])ower has incr<‘as(‘d. But 
it cannot be said that the juirchasing jiower of the jieojile has increased 
generally. That being the position, we ii-ied our level best to meet the 
awkward situation. During the debate on this Bill, at every stage we 
fought our points, and when we Avantt‘d to limit the life of the Bill to one 
year we almost succeeded, the difference of votes was only d — 18 to 21. 
We wanted to limit the life of the Bill to one year but we failed. 
Then we fought the next ground, that is to lessen the incidence of taxation. 
We tried' to fix it at one-third, one-half and again tried to fix it at one pice 
on mill-made cloth; but we failed in our attempt. And lastly, it ])ains me 
most because it was the unkindest act of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, 
he declined to agree to our suggestion that there should be no taxation on 
handloom-woven products. That 1 think is the unkindest act of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy did exempt them. He 
went further even. He exempted certain other articles also, namely, 
articles grown by our cultivators such as tobacco and articles manufactured 
by our potters, etc. Most unfortunately Mr. Goswami has selected that 
particular item which should not have been taxed at all. Sir, cloth is as 
much essential for the people as food. Sir, he realises the force of our 
arguments and now he says that he would try to ])rotect certain classes of 
handloom-woven cloth under his rule-making power. Sir, this rule-making 
power is a kind of despotism which has been exercisful by the so-calb'd 
autonomous Government behind the back of the Legislature. They take 
away the power of the Legislature and act behind the Tiegislature. They 
do not place the rules before the Legislature for its approval even. Noav, 
Sir, who is to judge whether the rules are good or bad? If after drafting 
the rules, the Government would come before the liegislature for approval, 
that would have been a different thing. But that was not to be. As 1 
have already described, this rule-making power is a sort of despotism which 
should never be largely resorted to by autonomous Governments. SecietJy 
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it i8 taking away the power of the Legislature. Then, Sir, everybody on 
this side of the House lias suggested that the handloom-woven cloths should 
be exempted from the Sale Tax hut the Hon’hle the Finance Minister has 
not accepted that suggestion. He comes to put certain kinds of ordinary 
dhuties, sarees and hingies out of ,the purview of the tax when they fall 
within controlled prices. It is our view that so far as item 10 is concerned, 
it should he left untouched. I do not think lhat the promise of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister to give some sort of protection to hand-woven 
cloths is quite sufficient for the purpose of deleting item No. 10 of the 
Schedule to the Act. In this connection, I may mention one thing. 
Weavers of Bihar, Orissa and Assam are being encouraged to produce fine 
I'hadi : hut here you are going to put an embargo upon khadi if the price is 
mfre than the minimum to he fixed by you. But why not exempt altogether 
from taxation the hh^r quality of Jehadi? You should by all means 
encourage the production of fine lyJiadl. This industry is not big enough 
to compete with other kind of cloth industries. Sir, Dacca 7nuslin, one 
time a very fine fabric, has completely disappeared from the market. 
There were instances of the fingers of the muslm weavius being cut to kill 
this industry. Taxation is another way of killing cottage industries. The 
weavers of Madras have not goi to iiay the Sale Tax. They are producing 
finest fabrics. There is no embargo. Why y(»u are taxing here? Why 
handicap Bengal weavers? Bengal is to compett' witli the weavers of 
Bihar, Orissa and Madras and other jdaces. You speak of Madras in this 
connection. But Madras left out of taxation the handloom-woven cloths. 
Madras had to resort io vSales Tax because they introdmaal prohibition. In 
order to meet the deficit owing to ])rohibition, (hey resoried to this tax. 
They thought that that wmuld be the best thing to meet the deficit. In 
'Bengal, however, the recei])t on head “Excise” is increasing by leaps and 
bounds. 

Sir, I think I have said enough to show lhat I am not at all satisfied 
with the provisions of the Bill, and therefore, Sir, 1 oppose the final passing 
of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir I should like to give a very short reply to on<! of the points on which 
special stress Uias been laid. Special stress has been laid on the point that 
handloom industry should not have been taxed at all, but Sir, most of 
the criticisms, I find, are due to incorrect understanding of the provisions 
of the Bill. As regards Mr. Humayun Kabir, he has already admitted 
that most of the handloom-woven cloth will go untaxed, because the cloth 
that will be purchased by the poor will be below the minimum. It is not only 
this* I may point out that those cloths which are of the higher price and 
which will pass direct from the weaver to the (‘onsumer will also escape the 
tax It is only the cloth of finer texture which will pass through shops 
whose annual turnover is more than Its. 50,000 that will be taxed; also the 
cloth which will pass through manufacturers whose annual turnover is 
B,s 10,000 will be taxed and not any other cloth. But, I know that our 
weavers are very few in number whose annual turnoveT- is Rs. 50,000, or 
whose aggregate manufacture is Es. 10,000, because the handloom weavers 
work individually and they are generally poor. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then why do yon abolish item No. 16? 

The Han’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have l)een very mneh soliciions to ijroteet the poor, and tlfis no other 
province lias done. I have Ihe Madras Act before me, and T find that 
there even food^rains have been taxed and rice and jniddy have not been 
exempted and it is only tlie cotton textile that has been exempted : whereas 
in Bengal we liave exem])ted from taxation all esscmtial articles of food 
and also things like kerosene and other necessaries of life. 1 assert tliat 
not a single poor man will be tone-hed by the tax which we have im])osed. 
In the Original Act ihere was no provision for exemi)ting elotli. A ])erson 
however poor he might be (auinot do withonf cloth and poorest ot the poor 
was liable to pay the tax. We have exempted snch poor people’s cloth 
from the operations of the Aci. In the present Bill we have not only 
exempted pulses and ceieals and other essential arti(des of foodgrains, and 
necessaries of life such as (piinine and j)riTnary school text-books but also 
Ijoor man’s cloth. In our counfry the ])oor cannot alford to buy anything 
other thaii what has been exempted. According to tiu' standard of Bengal 
as it is now, the* average income ot the people is only Rs. 15 per aniium per 
head. By exempting from taxation absolute necessaries of life — artiedes 
which are necessary for an av(‘rag(' man, — are we not taxing only those Avho 
are better placed in life in order to help those people who are poor? Are we 
even now when poor ])eo])l(‘ are dying for AvanI of food, to sit 
idle and wait foi' help to conn* from the Centni or the United Kingdom? 
Will that b(^ ci'cditable for us? Ar(‘ we to do nothing to helj) ouiselves, 
relying on the im])ression that helj) will come from tin* (Vmtre or that the 
United Kingdom will ('ome to oiir help? Nobody realises better than 1 dp 
as to Avhat injustice has been done to llengal, because 1 know how very badly 
we have been tr(‘ated by the Centiv. Jt 'is also the land system ot our 
country which is ]es])onsible to a very great extent for our poverty and for 
our chronic finam'ial si i ingi'ncy ; and unless and until these things are 
righted, we must go (Ui taxing the i)eople who are better off. It we doji’t 
do it, then we would be held responsible to somebody some day, I think. 
With these words, 1 suppoid, the motion for the x)assing of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The (luestion before the House is; 
that the Bengal Kinance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, as settled in 
the Council be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Amendments to the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H0SAI(N: 

I beg to move that the proposed draft amendments to rules 56, 57 and 58 
of the Bengal Tiegislative Council Procedure Rules be referred to a Select 
Committee under rule IIO(J) of the Rules. 

The Committee will have to be elected or nominated by consent. 
Perhaps that may be done tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A day will have to be fixed for election which will 
take place according to the proportional representation system. 
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Motion moved : Tliat the proposed draft amendments to rules 56, 57 and 
58 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules be referred to a 
Select Committee under rule IIQ(^) of the Rules. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Alienation of Agrioultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1944 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now resume consideration of the 
Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, before sub-clause (7), the following sub-clause be inserted, 
namely : — 

'‘{(d) ‘agricultural land’ — 

(a) when used with reference to a proprietor or tenure-holder, means 
any land which on the date of the transfer of such land by sale 
referred to in sub-section (I) of section 4 was comprised in the 
estate or tenure, as the cnse may he, of, and held in khas by, 
the proprietor or tenure-liolder who made such transfer; and 
(h) when used with reference to a raijfat or under-m??/^'^ means a 
holding or a part of a holding of such raiyat or under- 
raiyat.'’ 

Mt. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of the Bill, 
before sub-clause (/), the following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

^‘(al) ‘agricultural land’ — 

(a) when used with reference to a proprietor or tenure-holder, means 
any land which on the date of the transfer of such land by 
sale referred to in sub-section (1) of section 4 was comprised 
in the estate or tenure, as the case may be, of, and held in 
Idias by, the proi)rietor or tenure-holder who made such 
transfer ; and 

(b) when \ised with reference to a raiyat or imder-raiyat means a 
holding or a part of a holding of such raiyat or under-'m//ya^.“’ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to support this amendment. By this 
amendment the definition has been widened in the Bill which formerly 
included only under-ra«?/at5 and raiyats. Now, the difference of opinion 
as evidenced in the amendments before the House in the cases of proprietors 
and tenure-holders with regard to holding their land^ has disappeared. 
With these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I am glad to find that the Government 
have come forward to accept the suggestions made from this side of the 
House and incorporated in the amendment the suggestions which we have 
proposed. We welcome this response on the part of the Government and 
would only ask you to consider what will be its repurcussions on the Bill as 
a whole; for, as has just been told by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed this has had 
in effect the consequence of enlarging the scope of the Bill and perhaps it 
may be also necessary to change the very Title of the Bill as a result of 
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this amendment. However, we on this side of the House can naturally 
have no objection wliatsoever to acce])tin<»’ it since this amendment was 
originally initiated from this side of tne House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, I iiave considered the points which you 
and Mr. Nur Ahmed raised. If this Bill were sent to a Select Committee 
at the time, the Select ('ommittee could have enlarged the scope of the Bill. 
So wliat th(^ Select Committee would liave done, the house can do. 

Mr^ LALIT CHANDRA DAS: vSir, may I say a few' words? The 
title of the Bill as published says that it is a temporary measure: it refei» first 
of all to the lands of raii/afs and under-m ///<'/ As*. It states in the preamble: 
‘‘to juovide for the restoration to ranfats and xmiXi^v-raiyats of agricultural 
lands alienated by them during the year 194d as a result of tlie prevailing 
economi(‘ distress”. It is here, Sir, in the Bill itself this is what is stated. 
Now, Sir, so far as this definition goes the Government has acce])ted our 
suggestions and has incorporated them in this amendment; we all support 
this particuhn- amendment. Would it not re(}uire the sanction of the 
Governor for this purpose? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been oldained. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qiu'stion before the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill, before STib-cdause (/) the follow'iiig sub-clause be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(r?/) ‘agricultural land’ — 

{a) wdien used with reference to a proprietor or tenure-holder, means 
any land wdiich on the date of the transfer of such land by 
sale referred to in siib-secdion (7) of section 4 wuis comprised 
in the estate or tenure, as the case may be, of, and held in 
/I'/nw by, the propj-ietor or tenure-holder wdio made such 
transfer ; and 

{h) wdien used wdtli reference to a ndijaf or under-raiyal, means a 
holding or a ])art of a holding of such raiyat or imder-ro^iyut ^ 

(The motion w'as agreed to.) 

Proposed change in sitting hours. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, the Low'er House has agreed to sit from 4 o’clock from tomorrow; so I 
suggest that we meet at 1-30 p.m. from tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Leader of this House you should realise one 
fact that this House cannot change its sitting hours to suit the convenience 
of the other House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I was told by some of my colleagues and even the members of the Opposi- 
tion complained that 1 o’clock is too early; so they have agreed to 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I know that, decided to sit earlier only to 

accommodate the other House. But that House changes its sitting hours 
without referring the matter to us. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

1 told them to accommodate us an^d as a result of my request they have 
changed the time. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Is it the general desire of the House to sit at 

2 o’clock? I suggest that we may sit at our usual time of 2-15 p.m. and 
continue till 4-15. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, we may sit from 2-15 p.m. from 
tomorrow. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: We might meet at 1-30 p.m. from 
tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not propose to take the responsibility: I will 
leave it to the party leaders. So I suggest that we sit at 2 o’clock tomorrow 
and then if the party leaders come to an agreement that we should meet 
at 2-15 p.m. or at 1-30 p.m., 1 shall accede to it. 

The House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2l8t Marcli, 
1944. 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 20th 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. D. L. Barua. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Eeza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(7) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookherji. 

(10) Mr. E. S. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Eashid. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 27. 

The Council met in the Leg-islative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutia, on Tuesday, ihe 21si March, 1944, at 2 p.m., being the 
twenty-sevenlli day ot tlie First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
of the Governnnott of India Act, IDGo. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Puasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Appointments in Medical Department. 

96. Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the number of permanent and temporary posts separately in the 

Provincial cadre in the Medical Department; 

(b) the number of such posts permanently and temporarily held by 

Muslims ; 

(c) the number of such posts reserved for Muslims according to the Com- 

munal Ratio Rules ; and 

(d) whether all such posts reserved for Muslims have been permanently 

filled up, and, if not, what steps are being taken by the Govern- 
ment to recruit Muslims to fill up these vacancies? 

Mr. BIREN ROY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
dalaluddin Ahmad): {a) {{) Bengal Medical Service (Upper) — 

Permanent ... ... 164 

Temporary (Normal) ... ... 10 

(ii) Bengal General Service — 

Permanent 
Temporary 

(h) (i) Bengal Medical Service (Upper) 

Permanent 
Temporary 

(ii) Bengal General Service — 

Held permanently by Muslims 
Held temporarily by Muslims 


40 

Nil 

35 

5 


74 
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(c) The number of vacancies that occurred since the introduction of 
Communal Ratio Rules on 17th March, 1939, and the number filled up, the 
number reserved for Muslims as well as the number of Muslims appointed 
are given below: — 

Number reserved Number of 


{i) Bengal Medical 
Service (Upper) — 

Number of 
vacancies. 

Number filled 
up. 

for Muslims 
under Communal 
Ratio Rules. 

Muslims 

appointed. 

Permanent 

37 

24 

12 

9 

Temporary 

76 

50 

26 

23 

(ii) Bengal General Service 

19 

18 

9 

7 


The above figures are as they stood on 1st February, 1944. 

{d) No. Attempt is being made to fill up 50 per cpnt. of the vacancies 
that have occurred since March, 1939, by Muslims, as far as possible, accord- 
ing to the availability of suitable Muslim candidates. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Arising out of {i)^ 
were the posts advertised in due course? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Yes, Sir. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; What do the Govern- 
ment propose to do if the vacancies are not filled up ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is a hypothetical question. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, my idea is to 
elicit information regarding Government's intention as to how these posts 
are going to be filled up. Will the vacancies be filled up in the near future P 

Mr. BIREN ROY; That has already been answered in the reply that 
most of the vacancies have been filled up and as for the vacancies that have 
not yet been filled up, it was because suitable candidates w^ere not available. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Do the Government 
propose to advertise again for these posts? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAIUMDAR; Arising out of (d), am I to understand 
that by suitable Muslim candidates Government mean suitable Bengali 
Muslim candidates? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Yes, a s far as possible. 

Relief to the poor. 

97. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department be pleased to state whether any steps have been taken 
by the Government of Bengal to enforce the provisions of the Bengal Rur&l 
Poor and Unemployed Act, 1939, especially to make a list of the destitute 
and unemployed in every union with a view to giving relief to them in these 
days of acute distress and starvation? If not, why not? 

(fe) Is it a fact that the deficit areas of Bengal have been organised on a 
famine basis ? 
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{c) If so, have the Government taken any measure as laid down in the 
Bengal Famine Code to provide relief to the destitute pardaiiash/in women in 
these areas and to provide medical relief as enjoined in the said Famine Code 
in these areas ? If not, why not P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): («) Yes, in most of the unions, but the Priority 
Lists prepared for relief during the present distress have met the purpose 
to an even greater extent than contemplated by the Act. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Arising out of (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps and what special measures have been taken to 
provide medical relief to the 'purdanasliin women in their homes? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They were treated, as 
far as possible, by the doctors especially employed for this purpose. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister please give an idea of the 
steps that have been taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I regret to say that it 
is not possible for me to give a detailed account of the steps that have been 
taken, as it is a matter for the Medical and Public Health Department. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the provisions of the Famine Code have been 
applied in respect of last year’s famine? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: More than that. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: In reply to questions 
(6) and (c), the Hoii’ble Minister has said ‘‘Yes”. Now my supplementary 
question is : how does the Hou’ble Minister say that measures have been 
taken according to the provisions of the Bengal Famine (’ode? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Not only the provisions 
of the Famine Code have been followed, but much more steps have been 
taken. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: My question is: how 
the Bengal Famine Code can be applied here, when the Government declared 
that there was no famine in Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Although famine was 
not declared, there was no bar to taking steps according to the provisions of 
the Famine Code. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; With reference to the reply {a), am I to 
understand by the words “most of the unions” that at least in 50 per cent, 
of the unions such lists have been prepared ? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is rather difficult 
to say what is the percentage exactly, but it is certainly more than 50 per 
cent. • 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY; Arising out of (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister please say what is the nature of the relief that is 
being provided? 



612 


ADJOUENMENT MOTION. 


[21st Mar., 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Relief in the shape of 
foodgrains, medical aid, supply of cloth and all other things, is provided. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY; Without doing any 

work F , 

The Hon»ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: For work in the shape 
of test relief work. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: What steps have been 
taken so far as D'acca and Mymensingh districts are concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; For these details I want 
notice. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I gave notice of an adjournment motion 
regarding the situation arising out of the action of the police in arresting a 
large number of persons in the villages of Rashinagar, Atghar, Gtobindapnr, 
Sinhapratap, Gattibalia, etc., under the police-station Kotwali in the district 
of Faridpur, following an aft'ray between some villagers and Government 
medical units at the Kanaipur hat on 10th March, 1944, over the question of 
forcible vaccination. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir, will you please satisfy me on 
one point? The incident took place, according to you, on the 10th March; 
but you gave notice only yesterday, t.e., on the 20th March. Why this 
delay ? How do you justify the delay ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. The quarrel took place on the 10th March, 
but arrests took place thereafter. From the 11th March arrests began and 
they were continuing thereafter. The people came and saw me on Saturday 
last, and since there was no sitting of the House on Saturday and Sunday 
being a holiday I sent in notice as early as 1 could, namely, on Monday 
morning. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the special featura of the incident? Why 
do you want to adjourn the ordinary business of the House to discuss it? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is a dehiiite matter of urgent public 
importance which may be readily admitted by you. In connection with this 
incident a large number of persons in different areas have been arrested and 
this has caused panic in the locality, and is also in fact affecting the cultiva- 
tion of the land. The incident arose over a quarrel between some medical 
units who tried to vaccinate the people 

Mr. PRESIDENJ: What was the number of people who were arrested, 
according to your information? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: About ten important persons, leading persons 
of the different villages, have been arrested up till now. The arrest of these 
tfii important persons has naturally created a panic among the other 
villagers. Sir, I find that some honourable members on the Government 
benches are smiling at the number mentioned by me. Sir, I need hardly 
aay that if one of the members on the Government benches is arrested, it 



will create much more panic than the arrest of these ten insignificami 
persons 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No analogy need be cited, Mr. Kabir. Please come 
to the point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: This occurrence arose over the attempts of 
the medical unit to vaccinate the villagers who being superstitious and 
ignorant thought that there was something dangerous about the matter. 
Instead of dealing with the situation in a tactful manner, attempts at 
forcible vaccination were made. Some of the villagers took the law into 
their own hands and some persons belonging to the medical unit were 
assaulted. That is a very regrettable thing, I admit; but if the rTOvernment 
instead of arresting persons who had nothing to do with the incident — for 
instance, they arrested a person named Bahadur Khan who had been lying 
bed-ridden for about two months — had tried to reason with them, it would 
have been far better. This has, therefore, created a general sense of panic 
in the locality. It is in order to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Home 
Minister to the situation that has been created hhat I have given notice of 
this adjournment motion. You will remember, Sir, that formerly we have 
sometimes called for papers on fhe subject in such a situation. If, Sir, 
you so desire, instead of pressing my adjournment motion, I shall be 
content with calling for papers on the matter if Government are prepared 
to make a statement regarding the situation under referen(*e. I feel that 
if the attention oMhe Hon ’hie Home Minister and of the higher authorities 
is drawn to it, the grievances of the local villagers may be largely met. 
There is a saying in Bengali, Sir, that when one asks a j)^l/<^fda to get hold 
of a person, he very often goes and binds hint, insults him and abuses him 
and commits far more excesses than is suntdioned by the authority concerned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVh at I feed is this: after all, on your own admission 
the number of persons arrested is only 10. Is it not so? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir, that is so, as far as my information 
goes up till now\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it is not then a very important matter, 
because such arrests take place every day all over the province and Govern- 
ment are expected to carry on their administrative duties in the normal 
manner. I would, therefore, suggest that you ask for information on the 
subject from the Hon’ble the Home Minister and let the information be 
placed before the House, instead of moving for adjournment of the ordinary 
business of the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If you so desire, Sir, as I have already said, 
I will ask for papers on the subject if ihe Government are prepared to make 
a statement. This adjournment motion may be taken up afterwards, if at 
all necessary. I, therefore, would move for papers in connection with the 
incident that took place in these villages in police-si ation Kotwali in the 
district of Faridpur, following an affray between some villagers and Govern- 
ment medical unit at the Kanaipur ha,f over the question of forcible vaccina- 
tion on the lOth March, 1944. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I rise on a point of infor- 
mation, Sir ? Will the honourable member kindly explain what is the special 
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feature of these arrests which distinguishes this case from the ordinary 
rioting cases in which arrests are made? 

Mr* PRESIDENT* Let us hear the Hon’ble the Home Minister first. 

The Hofl’blo Khwfljfl Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, I am glad to make a 
statement on this subject. As regards this matter, as far as I am con- 
cerned, I have not got the file with me now. But I want to make a protest 
and submit for your consideration that in ray opinion this case is not 
different from the other cases that occur in many parts of Bengal almost 
daily. Then, Sir, the honourable member has himself admitted that there 
was an incident in which the medical unit people were assaulted. So, if 
after the assault 8 or 10 persons, who might have taken part in the affray, 
had been arrested, this by no stretch of imagination can be the subject- 
matter of an adjournment motion and a matter for discussion here. For 
such cases, the courts of law are open. If anybody has been wrongly 
arrested, the courts of law are there to see that justice is done. But how 
can I, sitting here, give any satisfaction to the honourable member? After 
all, the matter has to be investigated. Another thing I may point out to 
you — who are the people on whose behalf the honourable member is speak- 
ing? Is it on behalf of the persons who are resisting the vaccination and 
have thus violated the law? If so, this is very serious. I think every one 
— every sensible man will admit that when there is a serious epidemic of 
smallpox or cholera, compulsory vaccination is the only remedy and people 
are liable to be prosecuted for resisting vaccination during such time under 
the law of the land. So, if there are arrests for refusing to be vaccinated 
and for assaulting the persons who went to do their duty, the police have 
only carried out their normal duties i^ arresting tliem. May I ask whether 
the honourable members are prepared to jeopardise the health of the people 
by espousing the cause of such people instead of condemning the people 
who took part in the riot? If the honourable members do so, it would be 
jeopardising the health of the people — it would be encouraging the people 
who are resisting vaccination. It is well-known, Sir, that smallpox has 
been eliminated from every civilised country. There is no smallpox in those 
countries because they went in for mass vaccination. It is recognised by 
all medical authorities that the only way by which we can drive away small- 
pox is by means of mass vaccination. The Military authorities are assisting 
the Government in carrying out this w^ork. Instead of honourable members 
coming forward to help us and support our action, if they try to prevent mass 
vaccination it is really a tragedy. So, I submit that there is no case what- 
soever for bringing up this matter before the House. When the honourable 
member said that a large number of arrests had been made, the impression I 
got was that oO or 100 persons had been arrested. I do not deny that such 
things happen. But it cannot be helped. It has been admitted by the 
honourable member himself that the medical unit people had been assaulted 
and it has also been admitted that some people took part in the assault — who 
are those people — they must be some of those who assaulted the medical 
unit people. The police in course of arrest may have arrested some of the 
innocent people. But my submission is that it is the court of law that can 
decide these cases. I submit, Sir, no statement is called for and accordingly 
the proposal of the honourable member should be rejected. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I have considered this question. In my opinion it 
is not a, matter of sufficient public importance to justify the adjournment of 
the ordinary business of the House. But if the honourable member wants 
information from Government on this subject, certainly he can ask for 
information and it is for the (Governmuiit to supply the information if they 
want to do so. That is all I can say. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: As I said, Sir, as soon as you made the 
suggestion about calling for papers, I asked for the same instead of pressing 
the adjournment motion before the House. I would make only one remark 
in reply to what the Hon’ble the Home Minister has said. We are not in 
any way defending those people who took part ip. the riot. As for the 
number of arrests, I think the Hon’ble Minister has overlooked the fact 
that the arrests of 10 leaders of 10 villages is certainly a fact which creates 
considerable panic in such a situation. It is to the interest of the Govern- 
ment to see that there is no state of panic over this matter. Then he 
stressed the necessity iif vaccination. We all agree that it is a vital 
matter. Sir, Government themselves had been sleeping over the matter for 
a long time and suddenly they have awakened to the necessity of vaccination. 
We are thankful to them for this even at this belated hour. If the villagers 
are superstitious, it is no fault of theirs; if they are uneducated, it is no 
fault of theirs. We should persuade them to get themselves vaccinated. 
Sir, I submit that the public importance of this incident arises in this 
manner. If 10 important villagers in 10 important villages are in this way 
arrested and some of them, we have reason to believe, were arrested without 
sufficient reason, it does create a state of panic; and if there is panic, that 
can be the subject-matter of discussion in this House. In this connection, 
I would call for papers, if the Hon’ble the Home Minister is prepared to 
make a statement before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, my suggestion would be that you should 
put a short-notice question and Government, if they consider the matter 
of sufficient importance, will agree to reply to that short-notice question. 
They should give you full information on the subject. I think that is the 
best method of getting information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I will do so; but, Sir, you yourself know that 
short-notice questions even if they are accepted by Government are not 
answered always. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They are being answered. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Many of them are not being answered. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, may I speak a word or two? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the matter has been disposed of. There is 
nothing to be said now. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, the matter may be disposed of here but it 
’will be discussed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, Mr. Kader Baksh there is nothing before the 
House on which you can speak now. 
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Amendments to the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the amendments to rules 56, 57 and 58 of 
the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules, they have been referred to 
a Committee under rule 110 (S) of the said Rules. A Committee is, there- 
fore, to be constituted with the President and the Deputy President and 
five other members to be elected as required under the said rule. 

I therefore fix 1 p.m. on Saturday, the 25th March, 1944, as the last 
hour and date for receiving nominations for the said election. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill^ 

1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will uoav resume further consideration of 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: That in clause 2 of 
the Bill, after sub-clause (1), Ihe following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

‘complete usufructuary mortgage’ means a transfer of the right 
of possession in any land for the purpose of securing the payment 
of ihe mortgage debt upon the condition that the said debt shall 
be deemed to be extinguished by the profits arising from the 
land during the period of the mortgage.” 

Sir, the definition of other usufructuary mortgages is necessary to cover 
the cases of such transfer by proprietors as the Bengal Tenancy Act defini- 
tion will be inapplicable to such cases. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 2 of the Bill, 
after sub-clause (7), the following sub-clause be inserted, munely: — 

“(7a) ‘complete usufructuary mortgage’ means a transfer of the right 
of possession in any land for the purpose of securing the payment 
of the mortgage debt upon the condition that the said debt shall 

( be deemed to be extinguished by the profits arising from the 

land during the period of the mortgage.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, after sub-clause (7), the following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(7a) ‘complete usufructuary mortgage' means a transfer of the right 
of possession in any land for the purpose of securing the payment 
of the mortgage debt upon the condition that the said debt shall 
be deemed to be extinguished by the profits arising from the 
land during the period of the mortgage.” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, for sub-clause (J), the following sub-clause be substituted namely: — ■ 

“(J) ‘proprietor,’ ‘tenure-holder’, ‘raiyat\ ‘under-ra?5/at,’ ‘landlord,’ 
‘estate,’ ‘tenure,’ ‘holding,’ and ‘improvement’ have the same 
meanings as they have in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885.” 

Sir, this is a matter of definition only. 
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Mr« PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 2 of the Bill, 
after sub-clause (3), the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(»5) ‘proprietor,^ ‘tenure-holder', 'raiyat\ ‘ under- ‘landlord,^ 
‘estate,’ ‘tenure,’ ‘holding,’ and ‘improvement’ have the same 
meanings as they have in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885.” 

(The amendment agreed to.) 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, for sub-clause {4), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

‘‘(^) references to ‘proprietor,’ ‘tenure-holder,’ ‘rait/nt/ ‘under- 

raiyaV and ‘transferee’ shall be deemed to include references to 
their successors in interest.” 

Sir, this is also a matter of definition only. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 2 of Ihe Bill, for 
sub-clause {4), the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

^\4) references to ‘proprietor,’ ‘tenure-holder,’ Waiyai^ ‘under- 

raiyat^ and ‘transferee’ shall be deemed to include references ta 
their successors in interest.” 

Mr, HUM AY UN KABIR: Sir, I would only enquire of the honourable 
mover of this amendment why he has excluded any reftuence lo a holding or 
a poi'tion of a holding. There is no doubt that ])roprietor, tenure-holder, 
raiyat or under-mr;/^/;, all these have been included; but nevertheless in the 
original Bill clauses, there was also a reference to a holding or a portion of 
a holding, and it was explicitly mentioned that reference to a holding shall 
be deemed to include references to a portion of the holding. Will the 
honourable mover please explain ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, holding” 
includes a portion of a holding and therefore no separate definition is 
necessary. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Then why was it not mentioned before? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But the word “portion of a holding” does not occur 
in the amended Bengal Tejiancy Amendment Act. It was bad draftsman- 
ship. 

Order, order. I'he question before the House is that in clause 2 of the 
Bill, for sub-clause (4), the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(^) references to ‘])roprietor,’ ‘tenure-holder,’ ^raiyat,' ‘under- 
raiyat' and ‘transferee’ shall be deemed to include references to 
their successors in interest.” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

The motion that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill was there- 
after agreed to. 

^ Clause 3. 

The motion that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was also agreed to. 
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Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mesbahuddin will now move bis amendment 
No. 17A. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before you call upon Mr. Mesbabuddin 
to move bis amendment, you will kindly permit me to move my amendment 
No. 25? When tbe original Bill was presented to tbe House, we were 
called upon to put in amendments 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You want to do away with tbe financial limit? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, and it is very necessary that 
this amendment should be allowed to be moved in tbe first place. My 
amendment is to tbe main Bill clause; but we could not put in any amend- 
ment to tbe amendment of Mr. Mesbahuddin. It is, therefore, necessary 
that I should be allowed to move my amendment No. 25 first. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: So that if your amendment is accepted, tbe other 
amendment may be modified ! 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Yes, Sir, if my amendment is accepted, 
tbe other amendment of Mr. Mesbabudidn will have to be modified. 

There is also another amendment standing in tbe name of Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta where be has suggested some alteration with regard to tbe 
figure of Es. 250. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I think tbe most convenient method of dealing with 
this matter would be to let Mr. Das move bis amendment first. If bis 
amendment is accepted, then a consequential amendment will have to be 
made. If it is not accepted, Mr. Mesbabuddin Ahmed may move bis 
amendment as it is. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Then the other amendments on tbe same subject will have also to be moved. 
Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Naturally. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in clause 4 of tbe Bill, 
tbe words ‘^tbe amount or value of which does not exceed two hundred and 
fifty rupees” in lines 3 and 4 be deleted. 

If these words are deleted, the clause would read thus: “If on or after 
the 1st January, 1943, and before the 1st January, 1944, a raiyat or under- 
raiyat has transferred any holding by sale for any consideration, and if — 

(a) he applies in the prescribed manner to the Collector * * 

and then other things will follow. 

My grounds are these : the principle of the Bill is to give relief to those 
who were compelled to sell their property for saving themselves — to keep 
their body and soul together. But should the relief be limited only to a 
certain number of people? Will only those people who sold' their holdings 
or part of the holdings or tenure or nij-jote at a price of Es. 250 or Ifess 
get the relief? That seems to be the standpoint of the Government. It is 
understood that this standpoint has been arrived at by certain figures 
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collected. I have had the privilege of the figures being shown to me by 
the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister in charge of the Bill. It appears from 
that that so far as the transfer of holdings at a fixed rate is concerned, 
46,000 persons out of 60,000 persons will get the relief; that is to say, 14,000 
people will not get any relief. Thai in respect of sale of holdings at 
fixed rate. The Bill also refers to raiyats and MnA^r-raiyats and certain 
figures have also been obtained in respect of transfer of occupancy holdings. 
It will appear from this category of figures that about 90,000 persons will 
not get any relief by this Bill. About 5 lakhs of transfers have been made 
out of which about 4 lakhs are up to the value of Rs. 2o() by each deed. 
Other transfers, about a lakrh, are of the value of ov^^r Rs. 2')0. So, under 
the Bill as it now stands, those persons will not be given any relief. May 
I ask why? Why should not they get any relief? Only because of the fact 
that the value of their property is over Rs. 250 they are going to be deprived 
of the relief proposed under the Bill as it now stands. I do not understand 
why Government have chosen the limit of Rs. 250 for giving relief. Why 
don’t you make it 300, 400, or 1,000? If you are prepared to give relief 
because people were compelled to sell their property due to want, do it 
under some principle. Why do you deny relief to those who fall under the 
same category, simply for the reason that they sold it at a higher price than 
Rs. 250? May I ask what are the grounds for denying the relief to those 
who sold their property at higher price? It may be said by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill — we are not prepared to give relief or protec- 
tion to the zemindars. Sir, I am not asking him to give relief to zemindars 
or tenure-holders or even to raiyats who are to sell their property for 
reasons other than what is purported in the Bill itself. You purport to give 
relief to those who actually sold their property for saving themselves from 
starvation. If you want to do so, do it with a full heart: do it without 
being niggardly in any way and do away wuth the limit of Rs. 250. 

Sir, it is stated in the Bill that the owner has to satisfy the Collector 
that he could not have maintained himself or his family except by making 
such alienation of his holding. If the owner cannot satisfy, he cannot get 
the relief. If the consideration money is more than Rs. 250, then he will 
not get anything and why? Why he vshould not get anything, I ask? He 
equally had difliculties in maintaining his family. Therefore, I ask if the 
Government are going to be generous at other people’s expense, let them 
be more generous and not be niggardly by restricting the concession to those 
cases only where the consideration money for the sale of the holdings does 
not exceed Rs. 250. Let the principle of the Bill operate equally in respect 
of all who liad to sell their holdings for maintaining themselves and their 
families. 

With these words, I move my amendment and I hope it will be accepted 
by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR« Sir, you have not yet placed the amendment 
before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank ;^ou. Amendment moved: That in clause 4 
of the Bill, the words “the amount or value of which does not exceed two 
hundred and fifty rupees” in lines 3 and 4 be deleted. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, you will notice that amendments Nos. 25 
to 36 deal with the same subject and the only difference between them is 
about the amount. My honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has 
suggested that there should be no limit whatsoever to the amount when we 
are thinking of giving relief to persons who were compelled to sell their 
holdings. In defence of his arguments he referred to one clause of the 
Bill where it has been explicitly staled that unless the owner satisfies the 
Collector he cannot get any relief. The owner has to satisfy the Collector 
that he had to sell his land to maintain himself and his family. If he can 
satisfy the Collector, there is no point in fixing the limit. He has advanced 
other arguments also in favour of his amendment. In any case tlie Govern- 
ment have accepted many of the suggestions of the Opposition, and brought 
forward new amendments. Thereby they have admitted that there was 
room for extending the scope of the Bill. My honourable and esteemed 
friend Khan Bahadui Abdul Momin moved certain amendments. All these 
have laeen incorporated in the Government amendments. 

Amendments Nos. 25 to 36 of the list have different figures ranging from 
Es. 250 to Es. 1,000; and there are two alternatives open to the Government. 
They can give relief to all who have been affected during the course of the 
famine of last year and accept Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment. In 
that case, there would be no reference io any figure whatsoever. Anybody 
who was compelled to sell his holding in order to maintain himself and his 
family would be able to get relief. Or alternatively, a compromise may be 
made, namely, a figure betwwn Es. 250 and -Es. 1,000, may be suggested — 
an;^ figure tliat may be acceptable to the Government. If, Sir, a figure 
higlier than Es. 250 is accepted, then that would bring relief to a large 
number of persotis who would otherwise be excluded from the benefit of this 
Bill. 

I would also like the Government to keep in mind one fact in this connec- 
tion. The figure of Es. 250 today represents in certain parts of Bengal the 
price of only about one bigha of land. In East Bengal, the price of one 
bigha of land is very nearly Es. 200 even in the rural areas. Therefore, 
Es. 250 is only a little more than the price of one bigha of land. I think 
Government will also admit that persons who do not own at least 5 bighas 
of land fall definitely among the poorer classes. To-day the price of five 
bighas of land in many parts of Eastern Bengal will be considerably more 
than Es. 500 and in certain cases it may even be more than Es. 1,000. 
Therefore, if this figure of Es. 250 is stuck to by Government, that would 
exclude a very large number of genuine agiiculturists apart from the tenure 
holders or landlords who, 1 maintain, will not then come into the picture at 
all. The amendment which has been moved by Khan Bahadur Momin and 
for the consideration of which the whole Bill had to be postponed would then 
be absolutely useless, because the tenure-holders, landlords and others who 
have been sought to be brought wfithin the purview of the Bill will not come 
within the figure of Es. 250. There is an|)ther point which should he 
remembered. I hink it will be borne out by my honourable friends who 
have experience^ in this matter that when land is transferred, a higher value 
than the actual price is often put on record in order to prevent any 
re-transfer. In the past, it has often been the case that when land has been 
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sold, the actual price has not been stated in the purchase document hut a 
higher price has been put. I have been told by persons that sometimes they 
put tli,e figure of Rs. 500 even when the actual price is Rs. 250. I am not a 
lawyer, but I have heard from more pev-.oiis than one that actually a higher 
price is put on the document in order lo prevent any re-transfer of the land 
to the agricultujist. Therefore, Sir, the figure of Rs. 250 would re})resent a 
very small figure indeed and woidd aliogeiher keep out of the purview of the 
Bill the tenureholders or landlords. Secondly, Sir, the actual, figure of 
Rs. 250 will not in all cases mean Rs. 250, but in many cases where the 
actual transaction has been Rs. 2')0, the amount entered has been higher. 
In vi^w of these two considerations, I would ask the Hoii’ble Minister to 
either accej)! the suggestion of Mr. Lalit ('handra Das or to state on behalf 
of the Government what sort of figure they think would be suitable for the 
purpose. If the figure of 1,000 or 500 rupees is agreed to or indeed any other 
figure that may be convenient, if an agreed figure is accepted by the Hon’ble 
Minister, 1 think then we can again arrive at a compromise and the Bill can 
go through much more quickly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I call upon the Hon’ble Minister to reply to 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s motion No. 25, I would like to know if all or any 
of the motions from 20 to 36 are going to be moved. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I will move my motion, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then move your motion so that there may be one 
discussion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4 of 
the Bill, for the words ‘Hwo hundred and fifty rupees” in line 4, the words 
”one thousand rupees” be substituted. * 

Sir, the object of my amendment is quite apparent, and it is also consistent 
with the object of the Bill itself. The object of the Bill is to give relief 
to those persons who in distress had to part with their land to maintain 
themselves. No doubt, it may be said that the figure also ought to be 
commensurate with the object of the Bill, and apparently the figure of 
Rs. 250 was fixed with a view to see that the transfers to be effected should 
be only by the poorer classes of people. But at the same time, as my 
honourable friend Mr. Humayiin Kabir has already remarked, it is a matter 
of common experience — and I may state from my personal experience also 
that the price of the land sold in this time of distress was inflated in the sale 
deed. The inflated price was mentioned in the sale-deed for various causes. 
There was the apprehension that if any question of re-conveyance arose, 
then the re-conveyance would be for a higher amount and at the same time 
there is a common apprehension in the minds of these purchasers, particularly 
of the raiyati holdings, that if there were co-sharers ihey would come 
forward with applications for pre-emption. It is a common practice, 
although it is a vicious practice no doubt, to shut the door to the pre-emptor 
by putting in a fictitious value, so that if the man really purchases the 
property for Rs. 200 he puis down Rs. 500 so as to drive away the pre-emptor. 
So, if the object of the Bill is to give relief to those people who had to part 
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with their land for dire necessity of meeting the requirements of their bare 
existence, the Bill should be framed in such a manner that it will give real 
relief — and not relief only on paper. Therefore, if Government want to 
give effective relief to those people who out of sheer necessity had to part 
with their land and with the only object of maintaining themselves, then I 
think Rs. 1,000 would not be a high amount at all, because in many of 
these tran??actions where the face value appears to be Rs. 1,000, it would 
not be really more than Rs. 500. At the same time, there need not be any 
apprehension of there being an abuse of tlie rights given by this Bill because 
the safeguarding clause in the Bill says that the Bill would operate only in 
respect of those transfers where the Collector would be satisfied that the 
transfer was really made under circumstances when the transferor could 
not have maintained himself or his family except by making such alienation 
of his land. When this safeguard is there, there need be no apprehension 
of any abuse of the provisions of this Bill by any body. Therefore, I would 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that as it is a Bill to which practically 
all the parties in the House are lending their support , and as there is perfect 
unanimity as to the object of the Bill the benefit proposed to be 
conferred under the Bill should not be confined only to raiyats or under- 
raiyats but should be applied to persons holding other kinds of tenancies 
and properties. I am really glad that Government have seen their way to 
accept some of our suggestions, and since the object of the Government and 
of the, Opposition in this respect is exactly the same, namely, to give relief 
to people who had to part with their land, J again appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister to see if he could accept this amendment of ours, viz., to enliance 
the sale-value of the land from Rs. 250 to Rs. 1,000 for the purpose of relief 
proposed in this Bill. I again state that it is a matter of common experience 
that in a sale deed the price is put at an inflated amount and so if the value 
is fixed at Rs. 1,000, the object of the Bill w’ould be really ghined and 
affective relief would be given to people wdio had to ])art with their land on 
account of dire necessity brought about by famine and distress. 

Mfi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I beg to move that in clause 4 of the 
Bill, for the words ^‘two hundred and fifty” oocurring in line 2, the words 
“five hundred” be substituted. 

Sir, the underlying principle of the Bill is good and worthy of support, 
but if the limit be not raised then practically the very object of the Bill 
will be defeafed. It will be a sort of camouflaged generosity. So I think 
if this limit of Rs. 250 is deleted, every one will welcome it. If the limit 
is raised to 1,000 rupees, I have no objection; but failing that my amendment 
may be accepted. It is a very modest amendment and I think the poor 
will be relieved to a greater extent by my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta’s 
amendment) that in clause 4 of the Bill, for the words “two hundred and 
fifty rupees” in line 4, the words “one thousand” be substituted. 

Amendment moved (Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s amendment) that in 
clause 4 of the Bill for the words “two hundred and fifty” occurring in line 
4, the words “five hundred” be substituted. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, I am afraid I will have to oppose all 
the three amendments moved from the other side. The House may remember 
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that during the first reading stage, I made it clear that I did not feel any 
enthusiasm over this Bill, not because the intention of the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge was not good, — there is no doubt that the intention of 
the Bill is very good, — but because I was afraid that in dift'erent ways the 
whole purpose of the Bill will be defeated by hcnatni and other transactions. 
However, I did not oppose the Bill then. Later, the scope of the Bill has 
been enlarged in accordance with our suggestions and the suggestions of the 
Opposition, by including jmoprietors and tenure-holders within the scope 
of this Bill. Now, it has been suggested by these anieTulnients — and I will, 
first of all, refer to Mr. Das’s amendment — to remove all limitations a,s 
regards the value of the holding or consideration money in giving effect to 
the provisions of the Bill. This and the other allied amendments, which 
have been moved do, in my opinion, cut at the very root of the very object 
underlying the Bill. This Bill was brought in pursuance of the popular 
demand that many poorer classes of tenants and agriculturists had to part 
wdth their land as a last resort because they could not maintain themselves 
and their families. Now, since then the conditions have improved and it 
has been possible for some of them io recover the lands which were sold 
under dire necessities. The mere fact that some men are tenure-holders or 
proprietors does not mean that they are in a better position, or that thy are 
more wealthy or substantial people and as such should not be brought within 
the scope of the present Bill. There are numerous tenure-holders and 
proprietors, s])ecially in Barisal, w^ho own one or two bighas of land or even 
half an acre of orchard land round their homestead and that is their sole 
means of livelihood. During the hard days they had no other means to 
kep their body and soul together and therefore under dire necessity they 
had to sell j)ortion of their lands, mostly ''BramltatUir^ They had no other 
income, and although they are tenure-holders or proprietors by courtesy, 
they are in fact much poorer than even raiyats or under-raiyats . There are 
some tenure-holders and proprietors and talukdars in Mymensingh who 
though paying revenue direct to Government are even i)oorer than the under- 
TaiyoU. The income from their lands is so meagre that in order to maintain 
themselves and their families they had to sell out their holdings. The 
present Bill seeks to limit the re-transfer of all the lands already sold and 
is not intended to m ike it possible for people who have sold their lands, their 
zernindaries or portion of their zemindaries worth Es. 50,000 to get back 
their land only if they can satisfy the Collector. Sir, the maintenance of a 
family is a question of degree. I may, for instance, require more money 
than a cultivator in the village and so it is very difiicult to say what view the 
Collector would take in most cases. We have got experience of the Agri- 
cultural Debtors Act. (Mr. Laht Chandra Das : Here the Collector wdll 
decide and not the Union Boards.) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also knows that 
many big zemindars applied for getting the benefit of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act. The Collector is too busy to take up these cases and so 
he will have to delegate his powers to some other officers. As I said before, 
the Collector or his agent will certainly let him try and fight his case. Now, 
if you accept Mr. Das’s amendment, wffiat will happen? All ihe transactions, 
sales and transfers, which have taken place between 1st January, 1943, and 
1st January, 1944, will become null ana void, and there is every danger of' 
upsetting the whole lot of settled facts. Of course, you may say that this 
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is a very merciful legislation and that mercy should extend to as large a 
number of people as possible. But you forget the other side of the picture. 
You are trying to be merciful to the people who have sold, but you are going 
to be unmerciful to the people who have purchased. 

Then again, other factors should also be considered. The value of land 
has increased by 100 per cent. You yourselves have said that the lands which 
the people sold for Ks. 5,000 or Es. 0,000 will easily fetch Es. 10,000. Now 
that the land has gone up in value, the man who sold it will come up and 
put in a petition to the Collector. Suppose, there is a case where ordinary 
transactions have been completed ^d in the ordinary course nobody would 
have thought of it again; but now that the price has gone up, the man who 
had purchased will naturally try to keep back the land not so much for 
keeping it for himself as for selling it to somebody else at a higher value. 

There is another point. In villages, as everybody knows, there are 
always more than one party. If a man has sold a piece of land, somebody 
must have been able to purchase it. Now, the purchaser will try to keep 
back the land from the seller by offering him higher price. Because the 
value has increased, therefore it will be to his interest to fight that case. 
All these evils will arise. So if you do not put any limit on the sale-price 
of the land, it will give rise to all these evils. When a man has sold his 
land, it has been sold wdth a proper contract and the contract stands. Now 
Government are doing a merciful act by making it possible, to a certain 
extent, for the poorer classes who have been hard hit to get back their 
lands. Of course, these transactions should be properly investigated. I 
take it for granted that they will be properly investigated, and that oTily in 
cases of genuine hardship such relief should be given. But I am definitely 
opposed to making it the rule and not the exception. This disposes of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment which seems to have been inspired by 
unlimited flow of the milk of human kindness. 

As regards others, I think it is a question of degree. Government after 
proper investigation have found that Es. 250 is the limit for which there 
is some justification. I quite agree with Government, because for the man 
who sold his land only to maintain his family the figure of Es. 250 is quite 
fair, but for those who sold their lands for purposes of paying ofl debts, 
marriage expenses and expenses for sradli, etc., the question of granting 
any such relief does not arise. Therefor, Es. 250 is a very very reasonable 
and adequate limit and we should stick to it. I hope honourable members of 
the Opposition understand this is a thing in which they must take a 
reasonable and practical view and should not go on theory only I would 
request them to leave the Bill as it is and not press their amendments. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, in rising to speak on tbe"^ 
amendments now under discussion in the House, 1 would like to point out 
in the first ins' ince that I am not in favour of the amendment of Mr. Das 
which seeks to delete the limit altogether. But I would like honourable 
member to consider whether the limit of Es. 250 which the Government 
propose should not be exceeded. I was surprised to find my honourable 
friend Khan Bahadur Momin speaking against all the amendments proposed 
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from thig side of the House. No doubt he gave certain reasons in 
support of his argument that by extending the scope of the Bill to proprietors 
and tenure-holders he did not intend that proprietors and tenure-holders 
who had sold their land for more than Rs. 250 should be given any relief. 
I should have thought that having enlarged the scope of the Bill by including 
proprietors and tenure-holders, he would readily accede to some extension of 
^imit proposed by Government. Now, Sir, with reference to this fact 1 am 
surprised to find that most of the honourable members have forgotten the 
acute distress that prevailed in Bengal in the last season and the rate at 
which foodstuffs were selling at the time and the reason why the people had 
to sell away their properties for the purpose of maintaining themselves. 
I think honourable members of this House would remember that in some 
parts of the province rice was selling at Rs. 80 to Rs. 100 a mauiid. I think 
in Chittagong, Dacca and Munshiganj rice was selling in the region of Rs. 80 
to Rs. 100 per maund for a considerable period of time. Now, let us take 
an ordinary family of five persons. If we consider their requiremenis for 
three months we will find that they would require at least five niaunds of 
, rice for three months and these five maunds of rice could only be purchased 
at Rs. 400 and if that person had to sell two bighas of land for Rs. 400 would 
he not be entiled to relief under this Act in accordance with the principle 
enunciated by Government? 

The Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has got before him a statistics of the 
sales that took place during the period under discussion : 1 mean from 1st 
January, 1943, to 1st January, 1944., I do not know whether that statistics 
includes transfer of the property of the proprietors and tenure-holders. (I 
hope the Hou’ble Minister will listen to what I am saying now, and not 
discuss other things with somebody else). Tlie Hun’ble the Revenue 
Minister has before him a table showing the number of sale transaelions 
that took place last year. He showed me that table according to which he 
says that about 80 per cent, or a little more of the transactions are with 
regard to amount up to Rs. 250. I think this statistics is with reference to 
the Bill which was then under consideration. The scope of the Bill has now 
been enlarged and sales made by the proprietors and tenure-holders have 
now been included. So I would like to know whether the Hon’ble Minister 
has included in his statistics the sales of tenure-holders and proprietors 
as well. I presume they have not been included. I would, therefore, 
submit that having regard to the fact that the scope of the Bill has been 
enlarged so as to include not only raiyats and under-miyat^ but also the 
proprietors and tenure-holders and having adopted the principle of the Bill 
that cultivators of ordinary means who had to sell their land for the purpose 
of maintaining themselves should get relief, I do not understand why a low 
limit of Rs. 250 has been fixed. If you consider, as I have already said, 
the price of Rs. 40 for a maund of rice as it was then prevailing for a 
considerable time, and take the case of a family consisting of 10 members, 
which is not uncommon in Bengal, you will realise that the family would 
require Rs. 500 for rice only for the four or five months during which the 
distress prevailed. As a matter of fact, while I was touring during the 
distressed period in some of the districts of Bengal, particularly in Bankura, 
Midnapore, Birbhum and Burdwan, on several occaai^is I visited the sub- 
registry offices and I enquired as to why they were veiling their praperti^s 
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— what was the reason of their selling and so forth. I found, Sir, that the 
people were selling lands including the standing crops for values which may 
be put at the rate of the price of paddy which was on the lands and the 
purchasers were getting the lands practically free. I also felt that many of 
the purchasers anticipated a legislation of this kind and so, as has been 
pointed out by iny friend Mr. Humayun Kabir, in many instances the^ 
purchasers took the precaution of putting a higher value in the kahala than 
they had actually paid to the sellers. It is, therefore, clear that a limit 
of Rs. 250 which means practically the price of 6 maunds of rice at that 
time when distress was prevailing, is nothing. So I appeal io the Hon’ble 
Minister — I appeal to the members of ,G<^vernment and T appeal to the 
members occupying the European benches to consider the matter seriously 
If you want to give any relief to the poorer middle class — not the poorest 
class — but the jmorer middle class for whom 1 am speaking for the last few 
days, the poorer middle classes who are the backbone of this province — if 
you want to give some relief to them, raise the limit from Rs. 250 and fix 
it at any figure which you consider to be reasonable. Eor this purpose, I 
suggest that the House may be adjourned for 5 o]' 10 minutes so that we 
may come to a settlement as regards the hgure. Anyhow, I have spoken 
enough to show that the figure should not be fixed so low. 

With these few words, I support the amendment of Mr. Kamini Kumai 
Dutta and failing that the amendment of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MQHAMMAD JAN; Mr. President, Sir, 
without raising the Hindu-Muslim couiroversy, 1 may mention that it is 
really very surprising that the Muslim lepresentatives of this House should 
oppose an amendment nhich seeks to give relief to the agriculturists, 
majority of whom are Muslims. It is a known fact thai, the Muslims, of 
Bengal are more affected by last year's famine ihan the Hindus of Ibis 
province, because the economic condition of the latter is decidedly better 
than that of the Muslims. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: On a point of order. Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled to speak on a subject which is absolutely 
irrelevant, namely, about the question of Hindus and Muslims? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Perhaps he is developing his arguments. 

Alhad] Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MOHAMMAD JAN; Well, Sir, while 
the representatives of the Hindus who are not so much affected are bringing 
forward various amendments for raising the limit from Rs. 250 to Rs. 1,000, 
so that not only the destitute persons but also the middle-class may reclaim 
their lands which they had sold at this price, Muslim representatives are 
opposing the amendments in a body. As has been very rightly pointed out 
by Mr. Humayun Kabir, Rs. 250 is too low a figure and is nearly the price 
of one hif/ha of land. Then there is another factor. Very often the pur- 
chaser asks the seller to put down a higher figure so that in case of the 
seller’s asking the land back after some time, tin purchaser may get more 
than what was actually paid. 

Under tbt /circumstances, I hope that my friends on the other side will 
make some compromise about the figure at which lands purchased should be 
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returned to the original owners. They should not insist on the amount 
of Rs. 250 as provided for in the Bill, which is very low and they should 
ponder over the matter again and see whether Rs. 250 is a right figure. 

If the Government really intend to help the middle-class persons who 
form the backbone of society, they should not insist upon Rs. 250 but raise 
it at least to Rs. 500, so that the middle-class people who were compelled 
to dispose of their small holdings under dire necessity may get back their 
only asset in life. 

Sir, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, as 1 had already 
stated in the iidtial stage, this is a temporary emergency measure meant to 
give relief to the poor who were mostly hard hit during the distressed months 
of the famine. Unfortunately, my friends are working under a misappre- 
hension. The very fact that the price of rice and paddy was ahnoimally 
high last year never presupposes that the price of land was equally high. 
In fact, the situation was just the reverse, and from our enquiry and from 
my own personal knowledge of the actual situation of the rural area, I may 
tell the House that in most of the (‘ases these lands were sold only id 
nominal price. As my honourable friendvS opposite including Mr. Humayiin 
Kabir have said that in the sale deed a higher figure is generally put, it is 
a significant fact tliat in t^5 per cent, of these transactions the figure was less 
than Rs. 250, and in spit<^‘ of the fact that much higher figure is put in the 
sale deed it is seen that out of total transactions of 5 lakhs and 10 thousand 
cases in more than 4 lakhs and 50 thousand cases the figure recorded w'as 
Rs. 250. Similarly, in the case of tenure-holders, out of total transactions 
of 00,500 cases, in about 47,000 cases the figure was less than R&. 250. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order, Sir. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please tell us what would be the figure if the amount is. fixed at 
Rs. 500 instead of Rs. 250? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not readily 
available. But, Sir, taking all these facts into careful and earnest consi- 
deration, Government have come to the conclusion that the sum of Rs. 250 
will be quite fair and generous for the purpose of this Bill, and I hope that 
the honourable members will withdraw their amendments and accept the 
figure of Rs. 250. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Three amendments have been moved : 
one by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, the other by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta and 
the last by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. As Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment 
is the widest, I shall put that to vote first. 

The uqestion before the House is: that in clause 4 of the Bill, the words 
‘Hhe amount or value of which does not exceed two hundred and fifty rupees” 
in lines 3 and 4 be deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: that m clause 4 
of the Bill, for the words ‘‘two hundred and fifty rupees” in line 4, the words 
“one thousand rupees” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. PRESID.ENTs The question before the House is: that in clause 4 of 
the Bill for the words “two hundred and fifty'' occurring in line 4, the words 
“five hundred" be substituted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result ; 


Rtf Btliidar K. C. RtntrjM. 

Mr. 8* 0. Chtkravtrti. 

Mr. L. C. Dti. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Datta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad daa. 
Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 


AYE8-16. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabiih. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Dr. K. S. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduxzaman. 


NOES— 26. 


Mr. Mttbahuddin Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad, 

Khan tahih Nurul Anria. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Atfi. 

Mr. Kadar Bakib, 

Mr. Maaxxamalf Chaardhary. 

Mr. Hamidul Hus Ohourdbury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mri. K. D’Raiarla. 

Mri. Labanyaprobha Outt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Farfuton. 

Tba Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. Htiaio. 


Mr. Latafat Hotiain. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latlff. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Moilah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimoo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklatur Rahman. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. d. W. R. stavani. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamiuziaha. 
Dr. Katiruddin Talukdar. 


Mfi PRESIDENTS Order, order. The House has divided. Ayes — 15; 
j^oes — 26. The amendment is, therefore, negatived. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, the other House is going to meet, at 4 o’clock today. So, may I 
request you to adjourn the House now. Tomorrow is a Hindu festival 
and the House may meet day after tomorrow, with your permission, at 
1-30 p.m. This has been arranged in consultation with the leaders of the 
different parties. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As stated by the Leader ot the House, I consulted 
the different party leaders and it has been agreed that we should sit at 
1-30 p.m- instead of at 1 p.m. from Thursday next, ft has been suggested that 
today we should adjourn the House now as by inadvertence the sitting hour 
of the other House has been fixed at 4 o'clock today. But in future we 
shall' not be expected to -change our time unless we are consulted previously. 
As regards the holiday, I take it that it is the general desire of the House 
that we should not meet tomorrow. (Voices: Yes, Sir.) So the House is 
adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 23rd March. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 23rd 

March, 1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 21st 
March, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahnidd. 

(2) Mr. D. L. Barua. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Eeza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(9) Mr. E. S. Purssell. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Eashid. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 28. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of tlie I/egislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 23rd March, 1944, at 1-30 p.m.^ being the twenty- 
eigl^th day of the hirst Session of 1944, pursuant to section G2 (2) (//) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Ihesidcnt (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pilvsaj) Singh Roy, Iv.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Education for Muslim girls. 

98. Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed): {a) Will the IlorCble Minister in charge of the Education Depart- 
ment be j)leasc(l to state if it is a fact that the percentage of Muslim girl 
students ni all stages of education excepting the primary stages is low as 
compared to that of non-Muslim girl students in Bengal? 

(b) If so, what special measures have been taken by the Government of 
Bengal to raise the percentage of Muslim girl students to its maximum ? 
If not, why not? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Alinister aware that the number of Muslim girl pupils 
in middle and high English schools, colleges and professional schools and 
colleges is low as compared to those of other provinces in India? 

(d) Is it a fact that a resolution to give effect to the recommendation of 
the Muslim Education Advisory Committee known as Momin Committee, as 
regards increasing the number of scholarshijxs was moved during the last 
'session of the Bengal J legislative (’ouncil to which an amendment was 
moved to allot rupees two lakhs for scholarships of Aluslim girls? 

(c) Is it a fact that an assurance was given on behalf of the last Ministry 
that a large sum would be provided in the next budget for providing scholar- 
shijis to the Aluslim girls in Bengal? 

(/) If so, do the Government propose to give effect to the said assuiance 
to provide large sums for scholarships of Aluslim girls? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) and {d) Yes. 

(h) In addition to the Provincialisation of the Sakhawat Memorial High 
School for Muslim Girls, Calcutta, and the establishment of a first grade 
college meant mainly for Muslim girls, known as the Lady Brabourne 
College, Calcutta, Government have vsanctioned a scheme for additional 
scholarships and stipends to Muslim girl students. Out of this fund, a sum 
of Rs. 17,376 is now spent annually on additional scholarships of different 
values to Muslim girls reading in schools and colleges. These scholars 
enjoy the privilege of free tuition in addition. A further sum of Rs.4,80D 
is allotted to colleges for stipends to Muslim girls. Certain special stipends 
77 
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are also distributed by tbe Director of Public Instruction to Muslim girl 
students reading in schools and colleges, and a sum of Es. 3,445 was spent 
last year on this account. 

(c) The number of Muslim girl pupils in secondary schools and colleges 
is somewhat low in comparison with some other major Provinces in India. 

(e) Yes, though not in the next budget. 

(/) Government realise the importance of encouraging the spread of 
education amongst Muslim girls and will make proposals for increasing 
present privileges as the growth of the demand justifies it. * 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, I have got an adjournment motion 
which runs thus 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you should allow me to say that 
questions are over. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have an adjournment motion stand- 
ing in my name which runs thus: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the serious situation that has arisen on 
account of the failure of the Government of Bengal to supply soft coke as 
fuel to the householders of Calcutta and its suburbs to meet their daily 
requirements, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are your grounds? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This is an urgent matter of public 
importance and it requires no explanation, because there is ac-ut^i shortage 
of soft coke in Calcutta. I have got personal experience in this matter, and 
this matter has also been ventilated in yesterday’s newspapers. I can show 
from the papers also that there is acute shortage of soft coke. Therefore, 
Sir, this is a definite matter of public irai)ortance, l>ecause unless the food is 
cooked, nobody can take it. People are not getting coal from anywhere except 
from the black market where exorbitant prices are charged. Under these 
circumstances, this matter should be discussed. It is not a censure motion 
at all. I want only to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies to this important grievance so that ways and means 
may be found to get over this difficulty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you do not want to cenvsure Government, then what 
is the object of your bringing in an adjournment motion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, on the 7th February, I sent a short- 
notice question but on the 23rd Government said that they did not give their 
consent to it. This is generally the fate of short-notice questions. I have 
brought this adjournment motion, because this is a matter which cannot be 
delayed. That is the reason and that being the only alternative left to us to 
ventilate our grievances and those of the public in this House, notice of this 
adjoumijient motion has been given. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; That will do. May I hear the Government’s point of 
view in this matter? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Sir, 

the Hon’ble the Supplies Minister is not x)resent here just now, and I do not 
think he has got any notice of this adioiirnment motion. As a matter of 
fact, I got it only just now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The point now is: whether I should admit the 
motion or not. After I decide to admit it, I shall find out from the 
House whether the honourable member has the leave of the House or not. 
I understand that the Civil Supplies Department was informed that this 
adjournment motion was coming up before the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; In 

any case, Sir, Government have been doing everything possible to ease ihe 
situation. Government are aware that there has been a shortage of coal but 
that is due largely to transport difficulty, as has been explained previously 
many times in this House by my colleague, the Ilon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Th en what is the use of a 

Government at all if they cannot do anything? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; But 

the honourable member knows very well that transport is a matter in which 
this Government has no hand. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; If, however, the Government give the 
House an undertaking that 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Let us hear the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

As I have said. Sir, Government has been doing all that is possible but lack 
of transport facilities over which this Government has no hand and for which 
this Government is entirely dependent upon the Government of India is 
causing all this difficulty. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Are Government luepared to make a fuller statement 
before the House? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, Sir. 

Mf. PRESIDENT; When? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tomorrow. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I hope, Sir, that till then the question of 
urgency will be waived by you. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Let Government supply the information tomorrow, 
as promised. If you are not satisfied with the statement, then you may 
mention about your adjournment motion and then I shall decide whether I 
can admit it under the rules or not. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is also not enough number of members 
present today to grant the leave of the House so far as this motion is 
concerned. 
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(Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell Mr. Roy that the question of getting the 
leave of the House does not arise at this stage. I shall have to admit .it first 
and if it is objected to, then the mover will have to obtain the leave of the 
House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I mention that there is another 
adjournment motion standing in my name? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I have seen that. But how can you prove that 
it is a definite matter of urgent public importance? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I move it in that case? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don t move it but state your grounds first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Jn stating my grounds, I would require 
to read out the nature of my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may read it but you cannot move it at this 
stage. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. My motion is as follows: 
That this Council do adjouni its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the failure of ihe (jovernment so far to 
secure and maintain supj)ly of sufficient number of cattle by importation of 
the same, control of their prices as well as by prevention of the fifty per 
cent, increase in the slaughter of cattle including milch cows, dearth of which 
is causing thousands of acres of cultivable lands to lie fallow although the 
cultivation season is nearing its end thus menacing ihe whole province with 
shortage of food including milk which has become scarce and whose price has 
■gone skyhigh endangering the health of the people in general and of the 
children in particulaf. 

The above is my motion, Sir. The cultivation season is about to end and 
our information is that thousands of acres of (ailtivablc hinds arc lying 
fallow for want of cattle and that as yet the attempts of Government to 
import cattle from Biliar as well as from the Central Provinces have miser- 
ably failed. Not only that; the Government of Bengal have also taken 
statistics in Calcutta and also in other big municipalities .from which it will 
appear that the slaughter of cattle has risen by 50 per cent. This is a very 
important matter because it menaces the whole province with shortage of 
food, and so far as milch cows are concerned, there is shortage in the matter 
of milk. The scarcity of milk will endanger the health of the children 
and of the public in general. 

Sir, it is a continuing menace. This matter has been prominently 
brought to my notice by an article which I read today in the PatrjJm. There 
it has been clearly stated that Government made an attempt but failed to 
secure supply of cattle. Importation of cattle from other places is absolutely 
necessary to meet the situation which has arisen in this province. Several 
thousands of acres of land are lying fallow although the cultivation season 
is nearing its end. I have come to learn today also that according to the 
statistics taken by the Government slaughter of the cattle is increasing by 
leaps and bounds every day and that it has already increased by 50 per 
cent, in Calcutta and in some of the big municipalities of Bengal. So, Sir, 
this is an urgent matter of public importance and I hope I shall have your 



1944 .] 


COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES. 


635 


consent to move tliis adjournment motion. Do Government like to make a 
• statement whetlier they Lave made any such attempt to import cattle? 
Several thousands of acres of cultivable land is lying fallow for want of 
cattle and will Government say whether the slaughter of the cattle has been 
as much as 50 per cent, above the normal figure? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will do. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, I am prepared to make a statement in connection with this matter. 

Government are fully conscious of the seriousness of the menace to the 
cattle population. On account of the shortage of cattle the cultivation of 
land is likely to be affected. But Government have l>een doing all that is 
possible under the circiimstaiH^es. They are trying to import animals from 
Bihar and the Central Provinces ; and even before the j)resent serious situation 
had arisen, they attempted to arrange with the dealers of cattle to import 
cattle from Bihar. But that Government had put an embargo on the 
importation of cattle. Government are now negotiating for a permit for 
bringing d(),0U() cattle from Bihar. They have also sanctioned Rs. 50 lakhs 
to be distributed as loans to agriculturists of badly affected areas for 
purchase of plough cattle. They are still carrying on correspondence with 
the Bihar and the Central Provinces Governments in order to arrange for 
the importation of cattle from those provinces. They have practically 
decided to fix two days in the week as meatless days in all the municipalities 
of the province and in the city of Calcutta. They are also considering the 
question of conserving the cattle population in Bengal by other means. 
So it will be seen that nothing has been left undone and all that is possible 
is being done. Government will always do its very best to see that agricul- 
ture does not suffer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I am afraid I cannot agree with your conten- 
tion. It is an urgent matter and it is an important matter, but it is not a 
matter of recent occurrence. This question should have been the subject- 
matter of a resolution or could have been brought up before the House 
during the general discussion of the budget. So in view of that I do not 
think it is a matter for which adjournment of the ordinary business of the 
House can be permitted. If the ordinary business of the House has to be 
adjourned for a matter like this, I am afraid, we shall never be able to make 
any progress with the ordinary business. You have listened to the Hon’ble 
Minister. I do not want to make any observation on his statement. It is, 
however, not a matter for which the business of the House should be 
adjourned, and I refuse consent to the motion being mjoved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, a resolution was brought by 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury but that did not come up. So, I have brought 
in this adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is a resolution on the subject. 

Committee of Privileges. 

M'r. PRESIDENT: Under rule 123 of the Bengal I^egislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I hereby nominate Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin in the 
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casual vacancy in the Privileges Committee caused by the lamentable death 
of Khan Sahib Abul Quasem. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1944 . 

iMr, PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: that for clause 4 of 
the Bill, the following claiise be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘4. Procedure for effecting restoration of lands alienated hg proprietors, 
tenure-holders, raiyats or vnder-raiyats in 1943. — {1) If on or after the Ist 
January, 1943, and before the Jst January, ]944, a proprietor, tenure-holder, 
raiynt or under-raiyat has transferred any agricultural land by sale for any 
consideration the amount or value of which does not exceed two hundred and 
fifty rupees, and if, — > 

(a) he applies in the prescribed manner to the Collector at any time 
before the 25th day of December, 1945, for the restoration of 
such land to him ; and 

(h) he satisfies the Collector that he could not have maintained himself 
or his family exce])t by making such alienation of such land, 

the Collector shall, after giving the transferee and if such land is in the 
possession of any person other than the transferee, such other person also an 
opportunity of being heard, make an order in writing resioring such land 
to such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or xmder-raiyat, as the (‘ase may he, 
and directing such proprietor^ tenure-holder, raiyat or undev-raiyat in the 
manner provided in sub-section (2) to pay in ten annual instalments by 
such dates as may he specified in the order the amount of siudi consideration 
or its value togetlier with interest on such amount at the rate of three and 
one-eigth per centrum per ammui from the date of his receipt of such con- 
sideration and the amount of any com])ensation for improvements effected to 
such land, allowed by the Collector and determined by him in the manner 
presi'.ribed, less the amount determined in fhe manner prescribed of the net 
income from such land of the person in possession of such land as a result 
of such alienation : 

Provided that the first of such instalments shall be jiayable on a date not 
later than the 1st day of Baisakh next following the date of the order. 

(2) When fhe Collector makes an order for payment by instalments under 
sub-section (/), he shall direct such instalments to be paid — 

(a) in the case where the agricultural land in respect of which such 

order is made has been alienated by the transferee before the 
date of such order by means of a ho7ia fide transfer for valuable 
consideration, or a hona fide gift by a registered instrument or 
heha, to the person in possession of such land as a result of such 
alienation ; 

(b) in the case where such land has Ix-en alienated by the transferee 

before such date by means of a hona fide lease for valuable con- 
sideration or a usufructuary mortgage, to the transferee and the 
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person in possession of snch land as a result of such alienation 
in such proportion and in such manner as may be determined by 
the Collector and specified in the <u‘der; and 
(c) in other cases, to the transferee 

Provided that if such land is subject to a bona fide mortgage other than a 
usufructuary mortgage and such mortgage was executed after the transfer of 
such land referred to it sub-section (i), the Collector shall direct that such 
instalments shall first be paid to the mortgagee until the amount due 
under the mortgage as determined by the Collector is paid off and that there- 
after any such instalments or part thereof still remaining due shall be paid 
in the manner provided in clause («), clause (b) or clause (c) of this sub- 
section, as the case may be. 

(t5) Where an application made under sub-section {!) is accompanied 
by a statement, verified in the manner prescribed that the proprietor, tenure- 
holder, raiynt or under-rrn^yrrf who made the transfer of the agricultural land 
by sale referred to in that sub-section could not have maintained himself or 
his family except by making such alienation of such land, the Collector 
shall for the purpose of clause (b) of that sub-section ]>resunie such statement 
to be correct until ihe contrary is proved. 

(4) The amount ordered to be paid by instalments by a proprietor, 
tenure-holder, raiyat or under-ra/i/(7t under sub-section (!) shall be charged 
on the agricultural land in respect of which an order under that sub-section is 
made. 

{d) Where any agricultural land in respect of which an order under sub- 
section (!) is made is, after the date on which such order takes effect under 
sub-section (/) of section 5, sold in execution of a decree or of a certificate 
signed under the Pcngal Public Demands Eecovery Act, 1913, other than a 
certificate for the recovery of any amount payable under such order, the 
whole of the amount ])ayable under the vsaid order then remaining due shall 
notwithstanding anything contained in such order at once become due and 
payable. 

Sir, this is an amendment in which the Collector directs that the amount 
of su(*h consideration or its value should be paid in 10 annual instalments. 
Unless this is done, the whole object of the Pill is frustrated. It cannot 
be expecled that a ienant who is compelled to sell all his holdings in main- 
taining himself during the period of acute shortage and unj)recedent rise in 
the ])ri(‘e of foodgrains will be able to repay the whole amount in one instal- 
ment — 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Mesbahudd in, I think the amendment is self- 
explanatory, and you need not take the i rouble of making a speech to sup- 
port it. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: All right. Sir. I need not say any- 
thing more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. Amendment moved: that for 
clause 4 of the Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“4. Procedure for affecting restoration of lands alienated by proprietorsy 
tenurediolders y raiyats or under-raiyats in 1943 . — {!) If on or after the lat 
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January, 1943, and before the 1st January, 1944, a proprietor, tenure- 
holder, raiyat or undieT-miyat has transferred any agricultural land by sale 
for any consideration the amount or value of which does not exceed two 
hundred and fifty rupees, and if, — 

{a) he applies in the prescribed manner to the Collector at any time 
before the 25th day of December, 1945, for the restoration of such 
land to him; and ^ 

(5) he satisfies the Collector that he could not have maintained himself 

or his family except by making such alienation of such land, 

the Collector shall, after giving the transferee and if sucih land is in the 
possession of any person other than the transferee, such other person also an 
opportunity of being heard, make an order in writing restoring such land 
to such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-rafT/^zt, as the case may be, 
and directing such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-raiyat in the 
manner provided in sub-section (2) to pay in ten annual instalments by 
such dates as may be specified in the order the amount of such consideration 
or its value together with interest on such amount at the rate of three and 
one-eighth per centum per annum from the date of his receipt of such consi- 
deration and the amount of any compensation for improvements affected to 
such land, allowed by the Collector and determined by him in the manner 
prescribed, less the amount determined in tihe manner prescribed of the net 
income from such land of the person in possession of such land as a result 
of such alienation : 

Provided that the first of such instalments shall be payable on a date not 
later than the 1st day of Baisahh next following the date of the order. 

(2) When the Collector makes an order for payment by instalments under 
sub-section (1), he shall direct such instalments to be paid — 

(a) in the case where the agricultural land in respect of 'v^ich such 
order is made has been alienated by the transferee before the 
date of such order by means of a hona fide transfer for valuable 
consideration, or a hoija fide gift by a registered instrument or 
heha, to the person in possession of such land as a result of such 
alienation ; 

(6) in the case where such land has been alienated by the transferee 

before such date by means of a hona fide lease for valuable 
consideration or a usufructuary mortgage, to the transferee and 
the person in possession of such land as a result of such aliena- 
tion in such proportion and in such manner as may be determined 
by the Collector and specified in the order; and 
(c) in other cases, to the transferee : 

Provided that if such land is subject to a hona fide mortgage other than 
a usufructuary mortgage and such mortgage was executed after the transfer 
of such land referred to in sub-section (i), the Collector shall direct that 
such instalments shall first be paid to the mortgagee until the amount due 
under the mortgage as determined by the Collector is paid off and that 
thereafter any such instalments or part thereof still remaining due sihall be 
paid in the manner provided in clause (a), clause (6) or clause (c) of this 
eub-section, as the case may be. 
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(J) Where an application made under sub-section (1) is accompanied 
by a statement verified in the manner prescribed that the proprietor, tenure- 
holder, rmyat or under-ra? 2 /at who made the transfer of the agricultural 
land by sale referred to in that sub-seeSun could not have maintained him- 
self or his family except bj^ making sucih alienation of such -land, the 
Collector shall for the purpose of clause (6) of that sub-section presume such 
statement to be correct until the contrary is proved. 

{4) The amount ordered to be paid by instalments by a proprietor, 
tenure-holder, raiyat or under-raiyat under sub-section (/) shall be a charge 
on the agricultural land^n respect of which an order under that sub-section 
is made. 

(5) Where any agricultural land in respect of which an order under 
sub-section {!) is made is, after the date on which such order takes effect 
under sub-section (1) of section 5, sold in execution of a decree or of a 
certificate signed under the Bengal Public Demands Eecovery Act, 1913, 
other than a certificate for the recovery of any amount payable under such 
order, the whole of the amount payable under the said order then remaining 
due shall notwithstanding anything contained in such order at once become 
due and payable. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I make a submission? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes; what is your point? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I think you are going to put the 
amendment, clause by clause, just like 4(7), 4(2), 4(3). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. This is one amendment and you cannot 
divide it. , 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the difficulty is this 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If your suggestion is accepted, Mr. Das, I do not 
know wliat its efiect will be on the other clauses. This is one comprehen- 
sive amendment which Government have introduced. Now, if we decide 
to divide it here and put it as different clauses and take the vote of the 
House on different clauses, then it may have its repercussion on the 
subsequent clauses of the Bill, and that will create serious difficulties. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I point out, Sir, that Government 
introduced the amendments and in doing so they took time and accejj^ted 
most of our amendments and framed new amendments on the basis of our 
amendments and these new amendments have been placed before the House 
through their Whip. The result of all this has been that certain clauses 
have been put in, wffiich were not to be found in the original Bill. Now, 
Sir, with regard to this amendment of clause 4, I say, that it is a new 
amendment and we cannot put in any amendment to this amendment; but 
We could do so if it were embodied in the draft Bill. If the clause is not 
put separately in parts, how are we to oppose a particular sub-clause of 
the main amendment? So far as new clause 4 is concerned, we agree to 
almost all the portions of it, from sub-clauses (7) to (7), excepting sub- 
clause (3). But with regard to certain other sub-clauses, I do not agree 
and I would like to point out where I do not agree. Can we oppose a 
portion of this clause unless you put the sub-sections of the clause 
separately ? That is my difficulty. For example, I may say that I shall 
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have to oppose sub-clause (3) of clause 4. It never found a place in the 
original Bill and I consider it to be contradictory and also illegal. And I 
would like to point out why it is contradictory and also why it should not 
be there. I hope, therefore, that you will kindly permit me to oppose sub- 
clause (3) and also agree to put it separately. I agree with the other parts 
of the clause. In what way can you put sub-clause (3) before the House 
unless you put it separately. Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me have your concrete suggestion, Mr. Das. 
Which sub-clause you want to be put separately? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sub-clause (J) of clause 4, in respect 
of which I would like to put in my views and oppose th© sub-clause. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Your objection is confined to sub-clause (J) only? 
And your suggestion is that sub-clause {3) should be put separately? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will that meet all your difficulty? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May I hear the Government's view on this point? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the whole amend- 
ment relates to one clause. I, therefore, very much doubt if it can be taken 
in parts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I realise after hearing Mr. Das that sub-clause {3) 
is a new sub-clause, for in that sub-clause the burden of proof has been 
shifted from the vendor to the vendee. So, what is the objection to the 
sub-clause being put to vote separatel}^? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I do not think there may be 
any objection. For convenience of decision, the amendment can be broken 
into parts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yery well. Mr. Das, will you speak now? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir, not now. When sub-clause {3) 
of clause 4 will be under discussion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I want to speak on the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, you may speak on the entire amendment 
though I shall put sub-clause {3) separately. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: All right. Sir. In rising 
to speak on the amendment I would like to point out one or two incon- 
sistencies which I think should be mentioned for the consideration of 
members of the House. Take, for instance, the proviso to sub-clause {2) 
which runs thus: — 

“Provided that if such land is subject to a hona fide mortgage other than 
a usufructuary mortgage and such mortgage was executed after the transfer 
of such land referred to in sub-section (i) — the transfer referred to in sub- 
section (i) is between a proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat and undei-raiyat 
and so forth,— the Collector shall direct that such instalments shall first be 
paid to the mortgagee until the amount due under the mortgage as 
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determined by the Collector is paid off and that thereafter any such instal- 
ments or part thereof still remaining due shall be paid in the manner 
provided in clause (< 7 ), clause (h) or clause (r) as the case may be.’’ 

Sir, what is the meaning here which the mover intends to imply by 
saying that if such land is subject to hona fide mortgage other than a 
usufructuary mortgage and such mortgage was executed after the transfer 
of such land referred to in sub-section (1)? The transfer may be by the 

transferee or transferor. It must be made clear in the draft. 

(Mr. Peesident : Evidently, it is by the transferee.) That point, Sir, 
should be made clear. 

Then again, why should the usufructuary mortgagee be left out, as he 
would be deprived of possession? That point has not been made clear in 
the amendment. I may also point out some other drafting difficulty which 

may hereafter arise if the clause is passed as it is. There is another clause 

— take for instance, clause 4(1) which says if such land is in the 

possession of any person other than the transferee, such other person should 
have an opportunity of being heard, before an order in writing restoring 
mich land to such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-raiyatj as the 
case may be, etc.” Here again there is some loophole and it has not been 
made clear bow it should go out of the possession of the person other than 
the transferee. How it is to be given to a person other than the transferee 
— what sort of protection is to be given here? That loophole is kept here 

and the clause has been made complicated by the addition of various 

hypothetical cases which may or may not arise. The original section of the 

Bill has been clinngcd lock, slock and barrel and a new section, a very 

cumbrous one, has been sought to be introduced which makes the provisions 
rather hard for application so far as the real tenant is concerned. 

With rc'gard I 0 sub-clause (J) which is. being objected to by Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das, my observations would be that the provision that the onus is 
discharged by a verification of the transferor simplifies his task. Because, 
after all, wc want to give relief. The presumption ought to be made in 
favour of the vendor that lie was unable I 0 maintain himself and his family 
withoiit the transfer. 

So, ])ractically there would be no objection if the drafting is improved. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The questioh before the House 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I want to speak on this amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But you should have s])oken earlier. The whole 
amendment was before the House. However, you may speak now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 desire to draw the attention of the 
House, through you, to clause 4(i)(&). In that clause, it is clearly stated 
that ‘Tie satisfies the Collector that he could not have maintained himself 
or his family except by making such alien^ion of such land, the Collector 
shall, after giving the transferee and if such land is in the possession of 
any person other than the transferee, such other person also an opportunity 
of being heard, make an order in writing”. The petitioner will have to 
satisfy the Collector and the Collector shall give a hearing to the transferee 
or such other person who is in possession of the land. Sir, the mover of 
this amendment has taken it almost bodily from the Bill itself as originally 
presented. In the Bill yon will find in 4(&) “he satisfies the Collector that 
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he could not have maintained himself or his family except by making such 
alienation of his holding ” and then in the proviso “ if the hold- 

ing is in possession of a person other than the transferee, to such person 
also.’' Here the mover has taken it from the Bill itself that the transferor 
will have to satisfy the Collector that he could not maintain himself except 
by the alienation of his holding and the Collector is to give a hearing to the 
transferee and if the holding is in possession of a person other than the 
transferee, to such person also. So, the mover wants that this should be a 
portion of the law itself. 

Sub-clause (J) takes away the whole thing which was sought to be given 
in 4(/>), for he no longer needs to satisfy the Collector. Because, the 
Collector, as soon as he puts his signature on the verification in the applica- 
tion, will presume such statement to be correct until the contrary is proved. 
Sir, sub-clause {3) runs as’ follows: — 

'‘Where an application made under sub-section {!) is accompanied by a 
statement verified in the manner prescribed that the proprietor, tenure- 
holder, raiyat or under-rrt/yat who made tihe transfer of the agricultural 
land by sale referred to in that sub-section could not have maintained him* 
self or his family except by making such alienation of such land, the 
Collector shall for the purpose of clause {h) of that sub-section presume such 
statement to be correct until the contrary is proved.” Here, Sir, according 
to clause Ail)), tlie onus is upon the transferor himself, namely, “be satisfies 
fihe Collector that he could not have maintained himself or his family except 
by making such alienation of such land”, and then, Sir, the Collector is 
also to make enquiry by taking such evidence from the transferor as he 
thinks necessary. The clause 1(6) puts the onus upon the transferor but 
sub-clause {3) of clause 4 takes away that onus and says “the Collector shall 
for the purpose o.f clause (6) of that sub-section presume such statement to 
be correct until the contrary is proved,” This is self-contradictory. There- 
fore, Sir, if clause 4(6) stands, clause 4(3) should not stand. Clause 4(3) 
is self-contradictory and illegal. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, my honourable friend has said that it is contradictory, but I say that it 
is certainly not contradictory, and the onus is not entirely shifted. The 
onus is discharged as soon as tbe transferor puts in a verified statement. 
Then the onus shifts to some other person to prove that the verified state- 
ment is incorrect. So there is no contradiction at all. This provision has 
been made only to help the poor tenants for whom we are going to legislate, 
because if these poor people are to come with witnesses in every case to 
prove that they had sold their lands for the purpose of maintaining their 
families — and as we know the caprices of our officers, poor people will be 
done for and it will be almost impossible for them to prove to the satisfaction 
of various temperaments eveif by attending with witnesses from day to 
day. Therefore, it has been provided that when a transferor puts in a 
verified statement to the effect that he sold his land for the purpose of 
maintenance of his family, his onus will be considered to be discharged and 
if the purchaser contends that that verified statement is not correct, ‘ then 
it will be ibis onus to prove that it is incorrect. I think such an objection 
should not have come from a man like Mr. Das who is supposed to be the 
champion of the masses and the agriculturists. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Before I put the question to vote, I 
will break it up into three parts. I will first put 4(i) and (2) and then 4(^3) 
alone and finally 4(4) and {5) together. 

Sub-clauses {1) and {2) of clause 4 were put and agreed to. 

Sub-clause (J) of clause 4 was put and agreed to. 

Sub-clauses (4) and (rJ) of clause 4 were put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, may I point out 
that there are a few printing mistakes in sub-clause (4) of clause 4 in the 
last line and in the penultimate lineP They have, however, been corrected. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then it is all right. But office can correct them, 
if they are mere printing mistakes. 

I will now put clause 4 to vote. 

The question that clause 4, as amended, stand part of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

Clavse 5, 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to move that for clause 5 of the 
Bill, the following clause be vsubstit iited, namely: — 

“5. Effect of order for restoration of lands, — (4) When the Collector 
makes an order under sub-section (4) of section 4 restoring any agricultural 
land to a proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-?Y7/?/67^, such order shall 
have effect on the 1st day of Baisakh next following the date of the order. 

{2) From the date on which an order under sub-section (4) of section 4 
takes effect under sub-section (4) of this section, the riglht, title and interest 
in the agricultural land accruing to the transferee as a result of the transfer 
referred to in sub-secdion (4) of section 4 shall, subject to the provisions of 
sub-section (4) of that section, be deemed to have vested in the proprietor, 
tenure-holder, raiyat or wnAev-faiyatf as th^ case may be, free from all 
encumbrances, if any, which have been created after the date of such 
transfer. 

(J) If on or before the date on which an order under sub-section (4) of 
section 4 takes effect under sub-section (4) of this section, the person in 
possession of the agricultural land as a result of the transfer referred to in 
sub-section (4) of se(dion 4 has not yielded possession of such land to the 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-miT/a^, as the case may be, the 
Collector may of his own motion, and shall on the application of such 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or vuLAeT-raiyat, eject such person and 
place such proprietor, tenure-lholder, raiyat or iinder-razi/at, as the case 
may be, in possession of such land”. 

It is a consequential amendment, Sir, and so no comment is necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that for clause 5 of the Bill, 
the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

‘'5. Effect of order for restoration of lands. — (4) When the Collector 
makes an order under sub-section (4) of section 4 restoring any agricultural 
land to a proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-rai?/at, such order shall 
have effect on the 1st day of Baisakh next following the date of the order. 

{2) From the date on which an order under sub-section (4) of section 4 
takes effect under sub-section (4) of this section, the rigfht, title and interest 
in the agricultural land accruing to the transferee as a result of the 
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transfer referred to in sub-section (i) of section 4 shall, subject to the 
provisions of sub-section (4) of that section, be deemed to have vested in the 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-ra^T/^i, as the case may be, free 
from all encumbrances, if any,^ which have been created after the date of 
such transfer. 

{3) If on or before the date on -wlhich an order under sub-section {1) of 
section 4 takes effect under sub-section {1) of this section, the person in 
possession of the agricultural land as a result of the transfer referred to in 
sub-section {1) of section 4 has not yielded possession of such land to the 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-rm 2 /a^, as the case may be, the 
Collector may of his own motion, and shall on the application of such 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat, or xmdier-raiyat, eject such person and 
place such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or undei-raiyat, as the case may 
be, in possession of such land^\ 

Mr, T, B, NIMMO: Sir, there is just one point in this clause to which 
I would like to call the attention of Government and ask for clarification 
and that is in respect of clause b{2). I would like to get the meaning of the 
words “free from all encumbrances, if any, which have been created after 
the date of such transfer’’. The point is that rent is a first charge on the 
holding and might, therefore, be regarded as an encumbrance. At the date 
of restoration, there may be arrears of rent outstanding for the period it was 
in the possession of the transferee and this might conceivably be regarded 
as an encumbrance created after the transfer. I would like to ask the 
Hon’ble Minister through you, Sir, if he can state categorically that the 
words “free from all encumbrances” do not include liability for arrears of 
rent. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Eent is certainly not an encuipbrance. It is a liability but not an encum- 
brance. Eent will be payable by the person interested and it is the first 
charge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If amendment No. 68B is carried, then amend- 
ments from 65 to 84 will not arise. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: What about amendments 
37 to 68? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They do not arise. Order, order. 

The question before the House is: that for clause 5 of the Billy the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“5. Effect of order for restoration of lands. — {1) When the Collector 
makes an order under sub-section {!) of section 4 restoring any agricultural 
land to a proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-ra^ya^, such order shall 
have effect on the 1st day of Baisakh next following the date of the order. 

{2) From the date on which an order under sub-section {!) of section 4 
takes effect under sub-section {1) of this section, the right, title and interest 
in the agricultural land accruing to the transferee as a result of the transfer 
referred to in sub-section (7) of section 4 shall, subject to the provisions of 
sub-section {4) of that section, be deemed to have vested in the proprietor, 
tenure-holder, raiyat or under-7'a?yat, as the case may be, free from all 
encumbrances, if any, which have been created after the date of such 
transfer. 
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(3) If on or before tlie date on wbicb an order under sub-section (1) of 
section 4 takes effect under sub-section (1) of this section, the person in 
possession of the agricultural land as a result of the transfer referred to in 
sub-section (1) of section 4 has not yielded possession of such land to the 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-r^z/T/a^, as the case may be, the 
Collector may of his own motion, and shall on the application of such 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat, or under-ra/t/at, eject such persons and 
place such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-ratyat, as the case may 
be, in possession of such land’\ 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 5, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move : that for clause 6 of 
the Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

^‘6. Recovery of sums due under an order under section d as a public 
demand ,. — Any sum payable under an order under section 4 shall be 
recoverable as a public demand : 

Provided that the Certificate OflScer shall not order the execution of a 
certificate signed under the Bengal Public Demands Eecovery Act, 1913, 
for the recovery of any amount due under an order made under sub-section 
(7) of section 4 by the sale of the agricultural land in respect of which the 
order under that sub-section has been made unless he is satisfied that all the 
instalments payable under the said order have already become due’\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ainendment moved: that for clause (> of tlie Bill, 
the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

Recovery of sums due under an order under section 4 as a public 
de7TUir$d. — Any sum payable under an order made under section 4 shall be 
recoverable as a public demand : 

Provided that the Certificate Ofl&cer shall not order the execution of a 
certificate signed under the Bengal Public Demands Eecovery Act, 1913, for 
the recovery of any amount due under an order made under sub-section (7) 
of section 4 by the sale of the agricultural land in respect of which the order 
under that sub-section has been made unless he is satisfied that all the 
instalments payable under the said order have already become due’'. 

[The above amendment of Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed (No. 84A) was 
agreed to by the House.] 

Clause 6 A, 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: that after 
clause G of the Bill, the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

^‘6A. Prohibition of alienation until sums due under an order under 
section 4 are paid . — A proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-razya^ to 
whom any agricultural land has been restored by an order under sub-section 
(7) of section 4 shall not as long as there remains unpaid any sum payable 
by such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or Mn:dev-raiyat, as the case may 
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be, under the order made under that sub-section, aliena/te by sale, lease, 
gift/ or other form of transfer or create any charge upon such land or any 
portion thereof and, notwithstanding anything contained in any other law 
for the time being in force, any alienation or charge so made shall be void 
and of no effect.’’ i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that after clause 6 of the Bill, 
the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“6A. Prohibition of alienation until sums due under an order under 
section 4 are paid . — A proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-m^ 2 /<^^ to 
whom any agricultural land has been restored by an order under sub- 
section (7) of section 4 shall not as long as there remains unpaid any sum 
payable by such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-raiyat, as the 
case may be, under the order made under that sub-section, alienate by sale, 
lease, gift or other form of transfer or create any charge upon such land or 
any portion thereof and, notwithstanding anything contained in any other 
law for the time being in force, any alienation or charge so made shall be 
void and of no effect. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 6A 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 7. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: that for clause 7 
of tile Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

^‘7. Optional conversion of transfer by sale of land into complete 
usufructuary mortgage. — (7) A proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under- 
raiyat wlho is entitled to apply for the restoration of any agricultural land 
under sub-section (/) of section 4 may, instead of applying for such restora- 
tion under that sub-section apply at his option for the conversion of the 
transfer by sale of such land into a complete usufructuary mortgage and in 
such case if the proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-mih/at otherwise 
complies with the provisions of clauses (a) and (b) of the said sub-section, 
the Collector shall first determine the amount which would (have been pay- 
able by such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-rntyaf, as the case 
may be, under the said sub-section if an order under that sub-section for the 
restoration of such land had been made and, then make an order in writing 
converting the said transfer by sale into a complete usufructuary mortgage 
with — 

{a) in the case of alienation by any of the means referred to in clause 
{a) of sub-section {2) of section 4, tlhe person in possession of such 
land as a result of such alienation as the mortgagee, and 

(b) in all other cases, the transferee as the mortgagee, 
for a period of ten years or such shorter period as in the circumstances of the 
particular case is in the opinion of the Collector justified, and the amount so 
determined by the Collector shall be deemed to be the mortgage debt for the 
payment of which eudh mortgage is created. 
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(2) When the Collector makes an order under sub-section (i) converting 
a transfer by sale into a complete usufructuary mortgage for a period specified 
by him, the right, title and interest in the agricultural land accruing to the 
transferee as a result of the transfer shall, with effect fronc^the date of such 
order, be deemed to have vested in such proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or 
under-mfyat, as the case may be, subject to such complete usufructuary 
mortgage and free from all other encumbrances, if any, created after the 
date of the transfer and the liability for the payment of any amount referred 
to in sub-section {1) shall be deemed to be extinguished on the expiry of the 
said period. 

{3) When the Collector makes an order under sub-section {!) converting 
a transfer by sale into a complete usufructuary mortgage for a period 
specified by him, such complete usufructuary mortgage may notwithstand- 
ing anything contained in sub-section {2) be redeemed at any time before 
the expiry of such period. 

(4) On the expiry of the period of the mortgage or on the redemption of 
the mortgage before the expiry of such period under sub-section (J), if the 
mortgagee does not yield possession of the mortgaged land to the proprietor, 
tenure-holder, raiyat or under-mfy^t, as the case may be, the Collector may 
of his own motion, and shall on the application of such proprietor, tenure- 
holder, raiyat or under-mfi/^^, eject the mortgagee and place, such 
proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under-mf 2 /ai, as the case may be, in 
possession of such land.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The amendment moved by 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed is now under discussion. 

I shall put claiise 6 to vote first and then clause 7. 

The question before the House is : that clause G, as amended, stand part 
of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The amendment of Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed to clause 7 was put and 
agreed to. 

The question that clause 7, as amended, stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

New clause 7 A, 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move : that after clause 7 of the 
Bill, the following new clause be inserted, namely : — 

“7A. Notice of restoration of land or of the conversion of the transfer 
hy sale of land into a complete usufructuary mortgage on the landlord . — 
Before making an order under sub-section {!) of section 4 restoring any 
agricultural land to a tenure-holder, raiyat or under-miyat or an order 
under sub-section (i) of section 7 converting a transfer by saue of any 
agricultural land of a tenure-holder, raiyat or un^er-raiyat into a complete 
usufructuary mortgage the Collector shall require such tenure-holder, raiyat 
or voaAe^v-raiyat to deposit such foe as may be prescribed for the service of 
a notice of such order in the prescribed form in the case, wlhere such order 
relates to any agricultural land of a tenure-holder on the landlord of the 
tenure in which such land is comprised and, in the case where such order 
relates to any agricultural land of a raiyat or vaider-raiyat, on the landlord 
78 
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xrnder whom such land is held, and the Collector shall as soon as may be 
after sudh order is made cause such notice to be served on such landlord in 
the prescribed mj^ner, and on receipt of such notice the landlord shall cause 
his rent-roll to be corrected accordingly”. 

Mf, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that after clause 7 of the Bill, 
the following new clause be inserted, namely : — 

*‘7A. Notice of restoration of land or of the conversion of the items fer 
by sale of land into a complete usufructuary mortgage on the hmdlord . — * 
Before making an order under sub-section (1) of section 4 restoring any 
agricultural land to a tenure-holder, raiyat or under-roiyat or an order under 
sub-section (i) of section 7 converting a transfer by sale of any agricultural 
land of a tenure-holder, raiyat or under-raii/at into a complete usufructuary 
mortgage the Collector shall require such tenure-holder, raiyat or under- 
raiyat to deposit such fee as may be prescribed for the service of notice of 
such order in tlhe prescribed form in the case, where such order relates to 
any agricultural land of a tenure-holder on the landlord of the tenure in 
which such land is comprised and, in the case where such order relates to 
any agricultural land of a raiyat or under-rmya^, on the landlord under 
whom such land is held, and the Collector shall as soon as may be after 
such order is made cause such notice to be served on sudh landlord in the 
prescribed manner, and on receipt of such notice the landlord shall cause 
his rent-roll to be corrected accordingly”. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House: is that clause 7A 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 8. 

Mr. MEEBAHUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move: that for clause 8 of 
the Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“8. Bar of jurisdiction of High Court and Civil Courts . — Neither the 
High Court nor any Civil Court shall have jurisdiction in any matter which 
the Collector is empowered to dispose of under this Act : 

Provided that any person who is dissatisfied with any order of the 
Collector made under section 4 or sub-section (7) of section 7 may within 
thirty days from the date of such order apply in the prescribed manner to 
the District Judge for the revision of such order and the decision of the 
District Judge thereon shall be final”. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that for clause 8 of the Bill, 
the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

*'8. Bar of jurisdiction of High Court and Civil Courts . — ^Neither tha 
High Court nor any Civil Court shall have jurisdiction in any matter which 
the Collector is empowered to dispose of under this Act : 

Provided that any person who is dissatisfied with any order of the 
Collector made under section 4 or sub-section (7) of section 7 niiay withiil 
thirty days from the date of such order apply in the prescribed manned to 
the District Judge for the revision of such order and the decision of the 
District Judge shall be final”. 

/The amendment was agreed to.) 
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The question that clause 8, as amended, stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause P. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED S I Vug* to move: that for clause 9 of 
the Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

9. Power to maJce rules . — {1) The Provincial Government may make 
rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

{2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, 
namely : — 

(a) the manner in which a proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under- 

raiyat is to apply to the Collector under clause (a) of sub- 
section (i) of section 4; 

(b) the manner in which the Collector is to determine the amount of any 

compensation allowed under sub-section (1) of section 4; 

(c) tihe manner in which the net income referred to in sub-section (1) 

of section 4 is to be determined ; 

(d) the manner in which the verification of the statement referred to in 

sub-section (3) of section 4 is to be made; 

(e) the fee to be deposited for the service of the notice referred to in 

section 7 A and the form and the manner of service of such 
notice; and 

(/) the manner of application for revision under the proviso to 
section 8.’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that for clause 9 of the Bill, tho 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“9. Pov'er to make rules. — (7) Tlie Provincial Government may make 
rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

{2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, 
namely : — 

(o) the manner in which a proprietor, tenure-holder, raiyat or under- 
raiyat is to apply to the Collector under clause {a) of sub- 
section (7) of section 4; 

(b) the manner in which the Collector is to determine the amount of any 

compensation allowed under sub-section (7) of section 4; 

(c) the manner in which the net income referred to in sub-section (7) 

of section 4 is to be determined; 

{d) the manner in which the verification of the statement referred to in 
sub-section {3) of section 4 is to be made; 

(e) tbe fee to be deposited for tbe service of the notice referred to in 
section 7A and the form and the manner of service of such notice; 
and 

(/) the manner of application for revision under the proviso to 
section 8.” 

^The amendment was agreed to.) 

The question that clause 9, m amended, stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 
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Clause 10. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED; I beg to move: that clause 10 of the 
Bill be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that clause 10 be omitted. 

The question before the House is: that cluase 10 of the Bill be omitted. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Preamble and Long Title. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Preamble and long title be added to the Bill. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move : that in the long title 
of and the preamble to the Bill, for the words ''raiyats and Mnder-raiyats 
of agricultural land”, the words “proprietor!?; tenure-holders, raiyats and 
ViTidiQX-raiyaU of certain agricultural lands” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in the long title of and 
the preamble to the Bill, for the words ‘'raiyats and imder -raiyats of agri- 
cultural land”, the words “proprietors, tenure-holders^ raiyats and under- 
raiyats of certain agricultural lands” be substituted. 

The question before the House is: that in the long title of and the 
preamble to the Bill, for the words “raiyats and MndeT-radyats of agricul- 
tural land”, the words “proprietors, tenure-holders, raiyats and under- 
raiyats of certain agricultural lands” be substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the preamble 
and the long title, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon»bIe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, since it is a non- 

•ontroversial Bill, and since its clauses have been unanimously accepted by 
the House, may I have your f)ermission to move that the Bill, as settled in 
the Council, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bill, 
ILS settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we shall pass on to the next item of the 
business, namely, the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

The Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; I 

beg to move that the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, this is a non-controversial Bill. It is meant to guard against 
epidemic diseases of the cattle and other animals. So I think there will be 
no controversy over its provisions. But there may be suggestions for provid- 
ing changes here and there which we might consider if the Bill is sent to a 
Select Committee. I am prepared to accept the amendment of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed to &end the Bill to a Select Committee for a month. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, I gave notice 
of an amendment for the circulation of the Bill and my second amendment 
was to refer the Bill to a Select Committee. The Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Bai Bahadur you should speak from your own 
seat. Otherwise, I cannot hear you. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: But, Sir, this is a 
self-allotted seat. 

Sir, what I was going to say is this. My first amendment is for circula- 
tion of the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon and my second one is 
for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee I now find that the 
Hon’ble Minister has taken up the other amendment of Mr. Nur Ahmed 
ignoring my first and second amendments. So I want to know from the 
TTon’ble Minister what objection can there be to my moving the motion 
for reference of the Bill to the Select Committee. I do not move my first 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Bengal 
Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move 

that 

Mr. NUR AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. I submit that this 
motion is not in order. The full quota of members from the Coalition Party 
has not been re])revsented on the Select Committee. It should be at least 6 
but he has included only 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand according to the quota to which the 
Coalition Party is entitled, excluding the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Bill if he is a member of this House, is 5 whereas the number of members 
proposed to be put on the Select Committee from the party is only 3. 
Therefore, the amendment of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee is not 
in order. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of order, 
Sir. I think there is not the requisite number of members form different 
parties on the Select Committee proposed by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, it is quite in order. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: that the Bengal Diseases of 
Animals Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazaamuddin Hosain, Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture Department, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(3) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(6) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, • 
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( 9 ) Khan Bahadur Abdul MomiA; 

(10) Mr. Biren Roy, and 

(11) the n^over, 

with instructions to submit their report within a month from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, as regards the principle of the Bill, there is no difference of opinion. 
Only I find there is some drafting mistake and that some addition should be 
made in th|e B^ll. So I move this motion for reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee so that the honourable members may get an opportunity 
of looking into the provisions of this Bill and also to make some additions 
if they think necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture Department, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(3) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(6) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin, 

(10) Mr. Biren Roy, and 

(11) the mqver, 

with instructions to submit their report within a month from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be five. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE; Sir, I rise to support 
the amendment moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. I have gone very carefully 
through the provisions of the Bill, and have noticed certain glaring 
omissions. I think there is much scope for improvement of the Bill. Some 
of the powers sought to be given to the Veterinary Assistants will, I am 
afraid, operate harshly against the poor. If the Veterinary Assistants i^ 
an overzealous or dishonest officer, he can abuse his powers and harass the 
public. So far as I can see, the Bill drafted by the Hon’ble Minister is 
defective in some respects; there are also drafting mistakes. Therefore, 
necessary improvements could be made if the Bill were referred to a Select 
Committee. Certain powers which should not be exercised by the Veterinary 
Assistants have been vested in them, whereas these powers should legiti- 
mately be exercised by the Subdivisional Officers or other higher officers of 
the Veterinary Department of the Government 

With these words. Sir, I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Sir, on behalf of Government I may say that the Government have no 
objection to the Bill being referred to a Select Committee. 

(The motion for^ref erring the Bill to a Select Committee was ^reed to.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item of business is the Bengal Embank- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. But as we have not yet received previous 
sanction of the Governor, it cannot be taken up. 

The House stands adjourned till 2 \o p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 24th Marcli, 
1944. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
March, 1944 : — 

(1) Khan Baliadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Eeza Chowdhiiry. 

(3) Mr. K. C. Datta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(6) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(8) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 -No. 29. 


The Council met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 24th March, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the twenty-ninth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
Jp2(5)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon^le Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.). was 
in the Chair. 


Long adjournment of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, before you take up the business of the House for the day, may I submit 
that the business of the House will be at an end today because we have no 
further business at present and that the House may on that account be 
adjourned till the 17th of April? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I understand after we have finisl)ed ioday's busi- 
ness there will be no business for this House till the 17th of April. Of 
course, this will be announced in due course by the Chair at the end of 
today’s sitting. 

There are no questions today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a matter of information, Sir. May 
I refer to the statement circulated among the members regarding the 
number of outstanding questions, I mean questions which still remain 
unanswered by Government and the total number of which comes to 142? 
They are lying unanswered since the year 1941. For the year 1941 there 
is one question; for 1942 two questions; for 1943 75 and for the year 1944 
sixty-four questions up to now, which total together 142. As many as 
142 questions are, therefore, lying unanswered. And on the top of all 
this it appears that we have for today no questions to be replied to by 
Government. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, in accordance with the assurance I gave the Chair a few days ago, I 
have communicated^to my honourable colleagues the fact that the House 
wants that answers to these long outstanding questions should be expedited. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is highly desirable that you should realise, Khan 
Bahadur Sahib, that answers to these questions should be expedited as 
much as possible. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I quite realise that. Sir, and I have no doubt that my colleagues concerned 
will expedite the answers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is going to be a recess of three weeks and 
1 hope that in the meantime all the answers will be made ready. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN 

1 will convey your observation to my colleagues. Sir. 

79 
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Resignation from Select Committee. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAiDLAW: I am sorry to put you to this trouble, Sir, 
but I would like to resign from the Select Committee on the Diseases of 
Animals Bill and if I may humbly suggest Mr. T. B. Nimmo’s name in my 
place, I would like to do so. r ; 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I think that it is the practice in the House of 
Commons that any member may be allowed by the Standing Committee 
to resign from a Select Committee which has not yet started its work. So, 
there is no objection to your resigning from the Select Committee and 
under rule 123 of the Procedure Buies of this House I appoint Mr. Nimmo 
in your place on that Select Committee. 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN; Sir, I beg leave to 
introduce the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. It is very 
short Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the Hon’ble 
Mr. B. P. Pain be given leave to introduce — but has not the Bill been already 
published in the official gazette? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Yes, Sir, that is so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then no leave is necessary. You simply introduce 
the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: That is what I am 
doing. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Amendment to rule 9 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 beg to move that the following draft 
amendment io rule 9 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Buies, 
be referred to a Committee under rule JIO(J) of these rules, viz., “that if 
any member is unacquainted or not sufficiently acquainted with the English 
language he may speak in any other language.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the following draft amend- 
ment to rule 9 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Buies, be 
referred to a Committee under rule IIO(J) of those relies, viz., “that if 
any member is unacquainted or not sufficiently acquainted with the English 
language he may speak in any other language.” 

Mr, W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion for amendment of rule 9 of the Legislative Council Procedure Buies. 

I would point out that rule 9 in its present form has worked satisfactorily 
for a period of seven years. It was made by and with the approval of the 
members of this House. I would suggest that those rules of conduct, 
which by usage have proved to be satisfactory, are the most valuable and 
that changes should not be made without very careful consideration. 

requirement of section 85 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
is there shall be provision to enable persons not sufficiently acquainted 
witliiSle English language to use another language and this House in 
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adopting rule 9 decided that the requirement of the Government of India 
Act in this matter could be carried out with the greatest degree of satisfac- 
tion to all of the members by giving the Chair discretion to allow a member 
to speak in a language other than the official language. The proposal now 
before us is to deprive the Chair of that discretion thus leaving it in the 
hands of a member to speak in any language he chooses. It would be open 
to a member to say that on a particular question he is not sufficiently 
acquainted with the English language to express himself on that question 
in the official language. 

I want to emphasise the importance of maintaining an official language 
in speech and writing. Specially in India, any relaxation or abuse of the 
idea of an official language will tend to lead to the kind of conditions which 
supervened at the construction of the Tower of Babel. In other countries 
the importance of the language question is such that it finds its place in 
the Constitution and there are places such as Canada where there are more 
than one official languages. In Canada there are two — English and French, 
and all speeches and records are maintained in both languages. In South 
Africa English and Dutch are the official languages but in South-West 
Africa there is or was special provision for the use of German. In New 
Zealand where the official language is English, the Maori members of the 
Legislature are allowed to speak in Maori. In all these cases the official 
language is clearly defined and any departure therefrom is only conceded 
under strictly controllable rules. ^ 

It maj^ seem a simple matter to the mover to relax the rule in the case 
of this House where members are likely to resort to one of, say, three 
languages; but I suggest to you that in this matter we must not be merely 
parochial. We have got to consider what would happen if all of the 
Provincial Legislatures adopted the course envisaged. In course of time 
the official language would fall into disuse and gradually the language 
commonest in each province would become the language of the Legislature. 
What happens in the Legislature and in the courts inevitably has its 
repercussions outside and if the different provinces started to use different 
languages in their official affairs it would be a bad day for those who are 
striving towards the unification of all-India or at any rate a great part of 
India under a Federal Government or Governments. With diversification 
of language would come disruption. At the Centre it would be quite 
impossible to recognise more than one official language and I suggest that 
our future representatives in the Federal Legislature should now begin by 
disciplining themselves to the idea of a Lingua Franca for all-India, per- 
haps one day for all countries in the world. I believe that to relax that 
discipline now in the manner proposed would be a retrograde step. 

One further point the House must bear in mind : all that I have said 
has equal application : no matter what language might ultimately be chosen 
for all-India. I am not speaking on this subject merely because English 
happens to be my own language. The House has to decide that whatever 
be the all-India official language, members of all the Legislatures should 
be encouraged to try to use that language and only as a matter of courtesy 
should a departure therefrom be consented to by the Chair. w 



COUNCIL PROCEDUEE RULES. 


[24th March, 


m 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Mr. President, Sir, I would like to 
support the motion of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. He wants to refer this 
matter to a Select Committee to consider whether , rule 9 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules should be amended or not. Under 
rule 9 the discretionary power rests with the Hon’ble the President. The 
President will have to decide whether a member is sufficiently acquainted 
with the English language to carry on the debate in this House. Now, 
Sir, that rule has been sought to be modified in order that the members 
may choose their own language to deliver speeches in this House. This is, 
after all, a Provincial Legislature where 'the members are predominantly 
Bengalees. The President may think that certain members are sufficiently 
acquainted with the English language but it is for the members themselves 
to consider whether they would be able to express themselves fully and would 
feel more at home with the English language or with any other language. 
Some members might feel more at home to speak in their own mother 
tongue. It is something unnatural that in our own Legislature where we 
flit we would be debarred by the operation of a certain rule or section of the 
Government of India Act to speak in our own tongue. In fact, this rule 
is being relaxed in the other House, so much so that the members them- 
selves choose their own line of action, whether they would speak in their 
own mother tongue or in English. Here I think the fear of the Tower of 
Babel will not arise; it would only mean that our English friends will feel 
some difficulty in understanding some of the speeches. Similarly, it may 
be said that when our English friends start speaking in this House, a large 
number of members fin<l difficulty in following them. Sir, taking the 
situation as it is, namely, that it is a Provincial Legislature where members 
are predominantly Bengalees, it will be only fair and legitimate that they 
should have this liberty of speaking in their own mother tongue without 
any fetter being put upon their choice by the President. 

Under these circumstances, it is a very reasonable proposition that this 
matter should be considered by a Select Committee of this House and when 
their report will be presented, it will be for this House to decide whether 
this rule would require modification or not. 

With these few words, I support the motion of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise to support the motion of 
my friend, Mr. Mazumdar. I think that the amendment proposed is more 
in consonance with the Statute than the existing rule. The amendment 
rather cures a defect in the rule as it exists. Section 85 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, provides, first of all, that all proceedings in the Legis- 
lature of a province shall be conducted in the English language. Then, 
there is a proviso attached to it which says that the rules of procedure of 
the Chamber or Chambers and the rules, if any, with respect to a joint 
sitting, shall provide for enabling persons unacquainted or not 8U,fficiently 
acquainted with the English language to use another language. So, the 
object of the Statute was to give the right to the member to speak in a 
language with which he is acquainted. But rule 9 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules makes the exercise of this right of a member 
subject to the discretion of the Chair by adding that the President may 
permit hiH to speak in any other language. Of course, as a matter of 
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practice and convention in this House the President has always permitted 
members not sufficiently acquainted with the English language to speak in 
Bengali and in Hindi also. But in case the President refuses permission, 
which, of course, we do not apprehend, a difficulty may arise. Therefore, 
we should make the rule consistent t^ith the provisions of section 85 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, b> making the right to speak in a language 
which is known to the member, when he is unacquainted with the English 
language or not sufficiently acquainted with the English language, an 
untrammelled one. The Government of India Act, 1935, clearly indicates 
that the rules must provide for such a facility to the members. This 
amendment would remove the lacuna and it would make the rule absolutely 
consistent with the provisions of section 85. It has been said by Mr. Das 
that in Bengal we have the right to speak in our mother tongue. In 
Bengal Hindi is also used by some sections of the public; so some members 
may speak in Hindi also. Generally speaking, the proceedings in a House 
of the representatives of the people ought to be in the language of the 

province so that the people at large of the province concerned may follow 
the proceedings. It is desirable that all proceedings in the Legislature of 
a province should be conducted not in the English language but in the 
language of the province ; but we need not go so far. Let us be contented 
with the provision as it exists now in the Government of India Act that 
the proceedings shall be conducted in the English language, but at the 

same time when that section provides that right should be given to a 

member to use any other language, we should make that right an 

untrammelled one, without any restriction being placed in the exercise of 
that right. Therefore, I fully support the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I would like to say 
a few words in support of the motion that has been moved by my friend 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. In doing so, I would begin by making a reference 
to section 85 of the Government of India Act, 1935, which has been already 
referred to by my friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. If we refer to the 
rules themselves it will be found that this rule is made by the Legislative 
Council under sub-section (7) of section 84 of the Government of India Act, 
If we look to sub-section (7) of section 84 which gives authority to frame 
the rules, we will find a further provision — I am reading the sub-section, 
which is as follows : — A Chamber of a Provincial Legislature may make 
rules for regulating, subject to the provisions of this Act, their procedure 
and the conduct of their business. It means. Sir, that whatever rule 
we may make, the rules must be subject to the provisions of the Act, and 
therefore ex-hypotJiesi the rules should be consistent with the other provi- 
sions of the Act itself. If we now look to section 85, we will find that 
section 85 is in these words: “All proceedings in the Legislature of a 
province shall be conducted in the English language, provided that the 
rules of procedute of the Chamber or Chambers, and the rules, if any, 
with regard to joint sittings shall provide — and this is mandatory — for 
enabling persons unacquainted or not sufficiently acquainted with English 
to use another language’ \ Therefore, section 85 contemplates that U 
should not be left to the option of anybody and if any member is not 
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enfSciently acquainted with English, he is entitled, he has the right to use 
another language. The rules that are made by the Chamber should be 
consistent with the provisions of section 85 of the Government of India 
Act and that is made clear by section 84(i) of the Act which gives authority 
to enact these rules to a Provincial Legislature. I, therefore, submit for 
the consideration of the House that the motion brought by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar is not only necessary but it removes a defect in the rules which 
is there and which should be remedied by the Chamber. 

Coming to the speech of my friend Mr. Laidlaw, I do not understand 
what objection he could have to the rule being altered in the way in which 
it is proposed. The only condition may be not to do away with the English 
language altogether but to give liberty to any member of this House to 
speak in any language he likes, if he thinks that he will not be able to 
express himself in the House in the English language. I do not know, 
therefore, why the honourable member of the European Group wants to 
raise on this question such an issue as the Federation for the whole of 
India, thereby mixing up the small issue which we are now discussing. 
.As a matter of fact, I am of opinion that British people when they come 
to India and adopt a particular province as their own place of residence 
where they want to carry on their business should learn the language of 
the province in order to understand the people and carry on their business. 

As a matter of fact, I know many Europeans speaking fluent Bengali. 

I hope Europeans coming to India should be sufiiciently conversant with 
the Bengali language. So far as Hindi is concerned, there is no 
difficulty in understanding Hindi, because the Europeans always keep 
upcountry servants who are Hindusthanis : so they make themselves 
acquainted with Hindi. Then, Sir, the I.C.S. officers, before they take 
up the service, have to pass in the language of the province where they are 
posted. So the rule ought to be amended. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think. Sir, that the amend- 
ment is misconceived and the arguments have not been properly appreciated. 

I will not talk of the sentiments and wishes of the members. But looking 
at the language of the section it is clear that there is a condition attached 
to section 85 of the Government of India Act for a person being pennitted 
to speak in any language. That condition has to be fulfilled. Therefore, 
any rule which has the effect of making this condition absolutely null and 
void cannot fulfil the requirement of the section. My friend’s amendment 
amounts to this — a person who is not sufficiently acquainted with the 
English language according to himself, can speak in any language he 
likes. In other words, there is no check on the person if he wants to assert 
that he is not sufficiently acquainted with English language in spite of the 
fact that he knows that language very well, and he shall be the judge of 
his own ability and nobody will be able to question him and even put him 
this question — are you not sufficiently acquainted with English — because 
there is no judge. Who will judge that? I think there must be somebody 
who will judge whether he knows the English language or not. What is 
the rule? Much has been made of the word ‘‘may”. In interpreting, 
“may” is often interpreted as “shall”. I think. Sir, that so far as this 
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rule is concerned, it skould be read along with section 85 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act. That rule gives power of decision to the President. 
When a person is really unable to speak English he may speak in other 
language. But to decide whether that person really does not know the 
language, a tribunal is contemplated under the rule and the rule provides 
the President as that body. As soon aa the President is satisfied under 
rule 85, he shall permit him to speak in other language. Therefore, the 
word ‘‘may” means “shall”. It cannot go against the provision of section 
85. With regard the word “may” in the expression “if the President is 
satisfied that he is unable to speak in English he may speak in any other 
language”, the word “may” means “shall”. 

As soon as you accept the amendment of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 
section 85 would be nullified. It will be contrary to section 85. Eor 
instance, Sir, who will judge whether a member is sufficiently acquainted 
with the English language or not? He is his best judge. Only a tribunal 
can judge that and no other person can challenge him on that point. 
Therefore, the rule as it stands is perfectly in consonance with the 
provision of section 85. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIK: Sir, may I speak a few words in this 
connection ? 

The Hotl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. Sir. 
This amendment if it is allowed would be ultra vires of the Act. This 
matter should not be left to debating or voting. > It is purely a matter for 
a ruling from the Chair, Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has already 
explained the implication of this amendment. So, it is a question of a 
ruling from the Chair. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want my ruling, then I shall have to consider 
this question fully. So, let the matter be postponed, so that I may go 
through it more carefully in the light of Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury ’s 
observations and then give my ruling. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Sir, do you propose to 
give your ruling without hearing us any more? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Let the matter be postponed now., We do not 
meet before the 17th April and when we meet we shall fix a date for the 
consideration of this matter. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I request you not 
to qualify your observations 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Before the Chair gives the ruling it is always the 
practice, if it is a complicated question, to hear what the honourable 
members of the House have got to say in the matter. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Yes, Sir, but not hearing 
only one or two members. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The matter is postponed. 

The Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies will now make a statement 
regarding the shortage of coal as promised by the Hon'ble the Leader of the 
House on the adjournment motion of Mr. HaridaA Majumdar. 
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Statement by the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies on coal shortage. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, before I make tbe 
statement, may I tell the House without meaning any offence to the 
honourable members and particularly to Mr. Haridas Majumdar, that he 
need not exercise his ingenuity in discovering objects for adjournment 
motions when there is no reason for it. I realise that this House has not 
many opportunities for discussion of Government policy or for informing 
itself of how things are shaping. Therefore, I shall be most happy to 
accept short-notice questions and try to answer them to the best of my 
ability. I do hope, Sir, that honourable members will take this course 
in trying to elicit information from the Government rather than come 
before the House with adjournment motions for which there is no justi- 
fication and which simply waste the time of the House. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I take strong excep- 
tion to the remark made by the Hon’ble Minister. He means to say that 
the Opposition moves an adjournment motion only to waste the time of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Chakraverti, you should not disturb or inter- 
rupt the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; But can he go on 

expressing such remarks unrestrained? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; He is quite justified in expressing his views ; but 
so long as he does not use unparliamentary expression or makes any obser- 
vation casting' reflection on the members of the Opposition generally, I 
cannot stop him. 

Th© Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAwARDY; I am thankful to 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar for he has given me an opportunity of placing 
before this House and before the public certain factors relating to the coal 
situation in Bengal. Now, Sir, the responsibility of this Government only 
arises after the coal is delivered, and therefore for distribution only. We 
make arrangements for distribution on certain lines depending upon the 
receipt of certain quantities of coal ; and if those quantities are not delivered! 
to us, it is clear that the distribution must go awry. For distribution the 
following factors have to be considered with which this Government have 
no concern at all. They are : adequate raising of coal in the coal fields 
after which wagons have to be made available in the coal fields for loading; 
then those wagons have to be loaded and thereafter the railways have to 
move the wagons, and thereafter only it comes to us. How much will come 
to us will depend again on the allotment of the provincial quota of wagons 
by the Coal Controller, and also on the actual allotment of wagons to the 
parties that may be recommended by the Provincial Governments. Now, 
Sir, this is a matter which rests entirely with the Coal Controller who is an 
officer of the Government of India and not of the Government of 
Bengal. The arrivals have been extremely inadequate and irregular, and, 
Sir, more than that the quota allotted to the province has been most inade- 
quate in spite of the protests that we have made. In 1943, the quota 
allotted to Bengal was 3,600 wagons. In November, 1943, the quota was 
reduced to 2,009 wagons; and when we protested vigorously the Coal 
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Controller was kind enough to increase the quota by just 100 wagons. Now, 
Sir, in March, 1944, the quota has been reduced to 1,942 wagons of which 
we understand that 900 wagons are for Calcutta. This I understood up ta 
this morning. Looking in today’s newspaper, I found that the Coal 
Controller has stated that he is going- to send 25 wagons a day to Calcutta 
which means 750 wagons per month which is a discrepancy I have not yet 
been able to reconcile. Now, Sir, even on the basis of 900 wagons we have 
got in January only Oil wagons, in February, 528 wagons, and in March, 
up till the 23rd, 479 wagons only. Therefore, Sir, there is bound to be 
shortage of coal in Calcutta, and there is bound to be difhcmlties in 
distribution, and the distribution arrangements that we have made cannot 
possibly stand up to this shortage. We have recently made certain 
arrangements to expedite arrivals. On occasions there has been congestion 
in the railway yards at Chitpur, and the Coal Controller has made this a 
ground for moving coal from the collieries to the various sidings. 
In order to prevent this we have made arrangements with him that when 
there is congestion in the Chitpur yards, he will move coal to Howrah, but 
he should not hold up wagons on any account. Further, to obviate delays 
that occur when only one w^agon has to be moved, we have arranged with 
him that, instead of moving individual wagons, he will move half-rakes ta 
us. This scheme has borne fruit, as I can show from the figures. On the 
17th March we had 15 wagons, on the 18th 10 wagons, on the 19th 13 
wagons, on the 20th G wagons, on the 21st 1 wagon only, on the 22nd 15 
wagons, and on the 23rd, the day since which this scheme has come into 
operation, we got 79 wagons. In order to relieve fuel shortage, I am also 
making arrangements to import wood fuel at cheap rates from Jhargram 
and other places in the Midnapore district. (Mr. HuMAYtJN Kabir : How 
have you solved the transport difficulty in this case ?) I think that the wood 
fuel and coal have obtained such a priority that the railurays have promised 
to give us the wugons. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister through you, Sir, if he thinks that this supply of wagons will be 
sufficient for Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. $. 8UHRAWARDY: I have reiterated several 
times that the supply is most inadequate for Calcutta and certainly inade- 
quate for Bengal. There is a severe coal shortage in the province ; but it 
is not for me to say whether the view-point of the other side is answerable 
or unanswerable. The view^-point of the other side is that the supply of 
coal and w^agons must be conditioned by ability to move and the general 
restrictions and disabilities arising out of the war situation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in view of the statement just made 
by the Hon’ble Minister, I shall have to put some questions to him to 
satisfy the House with regard to the attempts made by the Government of 
Bengal to relieve the distress, I mean, the coal famine in Calcutta, parti- 
cularly as regards soft coke. I, therefore, think that a day should be 
allotted for the discussion of this very important subject when I shall 
formally press my adjournment motion to be moved in due course. Besides, 
the Hon’ble Minister has admitted his failure to supply coal. 



m 


STATEMEDfT 01^ COAL SHORTAGE. [24th March, 


TKe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, after the very long 
statement that I have made and after I have taken the House so fully into 
confidence as regards the coal position, I do not know how the question of 
an adjournment motion really arises. What, Sir, is the use of a prolonged 
discussion again on the matter and what does the honourable member mean 
by saying that he would like to know what attempts are made or have been 
made to procure wagons etc., and whether the promise of the Coal Controller 
can be relied upon. Sir, if the Government of Bengal had not made any 
attempts, how could they at all have got any wagon? Sir, we watch the 
situation closely and resist any attempts on the other side to cut down our 
quota of wagons, sometimes successfully and sometimes the reverse. 
Honourable members will surely remember the attempts which I made — it 
was, I claim, an ingenious plan — to secure more coal when the whole coal 
position had collapsed sometime ago. I personally put myself in touch with 
all relevant officers, the Coal Controller, representatives of the East Indian 
and Bengal and Assam Railways, transport authorities, and river carrying 
companies, in order to carry coal vw Azimganj from one side of the river 
to the other and from one railway system to another. I managed to get a 
good deal of coal and the situation was relieved at once. But as soon as this 
method of coal supply was found to be successful, super-priorities stepped 
in, took advantage of the system and deprived us of our coal. I claim. 
Sir, that the Government of Bengal is fully alive to the situation. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble President vacated the Chair.) 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: May I suggest to my friends 
opposite that we on this side of the House also feel the acute situation that 
has arisen, because every one is suffering and suff'ering very acutely. After 
hearing the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Supply Department it is 
clear that the supply of coal is still becoming worse and he has explained 
that the primary difficulty is created by authorities other than the Govern- 
ment of Bengal and that the Government of Bengal has been doing every- 
thing possible and will continue to do its best. In that view of the matter, 
the adjournment motion may be withdrawn, after a record being made 
that the House strongly feels the acuteness of the situation created by the 
coal shortage in the province without reference as to who is responsible for 
this. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY GHOWDHURY; I would like to 
have some information regarding local irregular distribution. I speak 
more from personal experience 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. You ought to have raised 
that question immediately after the statement of the Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge of Civil Supplies. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; In view of my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury’s suggestion that the House keenly feels, the acute shortage of 
coal supply and that Government are practically not at all satisfied with 
the state of affairs, I beg to withdraw my adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. The House will now take 
up , discussion of Hon-official Resolutions. 
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Enquiry in Campbell Medical School strike. 

Mr, KESHAS CHANDRA BANERJEE: I beg to move that this 
Council is of opinion that a Committf «' consisting of officials and non- 
officials be appointed to enquire into the causes of the recent strike by the 
students of the Compbell Medical School, Calcutta, and to make recom- 
mendations with a view to the prevention of its recurrence in future. 

Sir, it may be argued by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment or by some one of his colleagues that the subject-matter of the resolu- 
tion has become stale and is no longer of any public interest in view of the 
settlement of the strike and the reopening of the school on the 27th 
January last after a period of five weeks during which it remained closed 
under the orders of the Government. In fact, I gave notice of the resolu- 
tion before the matter had been settled, when the piquant situation that 
arose in consequence of the strike was still continuing. The resumption 
of the normal activities of the school is no proof of the fact that the causes 
which led to the strike had been removed and that it would not take place 
again in future. 

Sir, if we look into the aetiology of this tumult, we find that it arose 
out of certain essential things not being provided for in which the students 
and their guardians are vitally interested. The most important of these 
are the inadequacy of teaching arrangements, the unsatisfactory boarding 
and lodging arrangements and thirdly, the absence of proper facilities and 
adequate protective measures for the A. R. P. personnel. 

Sir, I wish to make it clear at the outset that I am not a supporter of 
acts of indiscipline or insubordination on the part of our boys or, for the 
matter of that, of anybody. I am no believer in the cult of strike as a 
weapon to wrest from the authorities undue privileges and concessions; but 
there are strikes and strikes. Some of these may be based on imaginary 
grievances or misunderstanding of the intention of the authorities and 
some on real disabilities suffered by those who failing to get redress resort 
to this method of protest. It is to find out the causes of the recent strike 
of the students of the Campbell Medical School and to devise means for its 
prevention in future that I urge the appointment of an impartial committee 
of enquiry. I learn from a reliable source that the strike resulted from the 
real grievances of the students. A member of the teaching staff of the 
Jagannath Intermediate College, Dacca, was for a long time an indoor 
patient of the hospital. Both he and some of his fellow-patients, the 
reliability of whose evidence cannot be questioned, and who can bear testi- 
mony to all that had happened, were undergoing treatment in the hospital 
at that time. Not only the students of the school were dissatisfied with the 
behaviour of the Superintendent and the Deputy Superintendent, but the 
public had also comijlaints to make against the manner in which the 
patients were being looked after. 

Now, Sir, so far as the students were concerned, they failed to get any 
remedy at the hands of the Superintendent and of the authorities in charge 
of the Medical Department of Government. So, as the last resort they 
decided to go on strike. They approached the Superintendent in the first 
instance , then the Surgeon-General atid finally the Hon^ble Minister m 
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charge of the Local Self-Govemment and Public Health Department. The 
Surgeon-General was, of course, pleased to grant an interview to two 
representatives of the students, but it is understood that no assurance was 
given that their complaints would be looked into. Then, the students 
approached the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, the 
Minister in charge of the department concerned who. instead of giving them 
a sympathetic hearing, accorded them a cold reception and is reported to 
have gone even to the length of reproaching them. This precipitated the 
crisis culminating in the strike in the third week of November. Sir, the 
situation was not properly dealt with. For, if it had been handled tactfully, 
the crisis might have been averted and the patients of the hospital would 
have been spared the su:fferings and hardships which they had to undergo 
in consequence of the strike. 

Sir, I am not here to defend the strikers if they were in the wrong. I 
am anxious to see justice being meted out to those who were 
responsible for wilful neglect of duty, indilference and malpractices 

within the precincts of the hospital and outside. Sir, of the three 
points to which I referred at the outset, the most important is the 

inadequacy of arrangements for teaching. Some of the members of 

the stah were useless as teachers. They had no capacity to make 
their lectures really interesting to the students. It was due to 

defective method of teaching that the students lost confidence in them- 
selves — students who might otherwise have done well in their examinations. 
I do not mean to say that all the members of the teaching staff must be 
ejSicient teachers. At any rate, a fair proportion of them should be able 
to teach well, otherwise the result of the school is bound to be unsatis- 
factory. Then again, the popular complaint is that the right type of 

candidates are not selected for admission into the school. There is no doubt 
a Selection Committee appointed by Government every year, but political 
considerations weigh more with the Ministry than anything else in the 

matter of the constitution of these committees. This is also partially 

responsible for the bad results. To my mind, a panel of successful teachers 
should be prepared by the Medical De])artment of the Government from 
which a suitable number of teachers should be deputed to every medical 
school in Bengal., Besides ensuring uniformity, it will raise the standard 
of teaching and create interest and confidence in the minds of the students. 

The next question I would like to mention is the unsatisfactory character 
of their lodging’ arrangements. No separate boarding house exists for the 
students of the Campbell Medical School like the students of other institu- 
tions in the city and in the district of towns of Bengal. They have, 
therefore, to live in private hostels and messes with officers, businessmen 
and students of other educational institutions. Sir, during the last food 
crisis the students had to suffer untold inconvenience. As is well known, 
the medical students have to attend to their duties in the hospital at odd 
hours, and sometimes they have to join their duties without taking their 
meals; and when they come back from the hospital, they find to their utter 
chagrin that no proper arrangements were made for their meals. If they 
had separate boarding houses for themselves, they would he able to adjust 
their routine according to their convenience. Then, Sir, the A. R. F- 
arrangements to which I have already referred are inadequate. There is no 
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proper shelter or refuge room. The slit trenches which exist are unsatis- 
factory for being used as shelters on the sounding of the siren. Sometimes, 
frogs are seen leaping about and the trenches are sometimes used by the 
menial staff for purposes other than tho«^> for which they are intended. 
These were the main grievances of the students not to speak of the public 
complaints to which I shall presently refer. 

Sir, the strike was in the beginning confined only to the students 
of this school, both male and female, but as it was allowed to 
continue, it ultimately affected other institutions as well, and the 
students of the mufassil schools and colleges also joined in the 
strike out of sympathy for the students of the Campbell Medical 
School. J^'ow, Sir, the serious charges against the Superintendent and the 
authorities in September last, through certain members of the Legislative 
Assembly, who were also holding responsible positions in the Government — 
charges of corruption and maladministration in the school — went practically 
unheeded. No notice was taken of the complaints. The inactivity of the 
Surgeon-General’s office and the way in which the department proceeded 
in the matter had the inevitable effect of encouraging rather than discourag- 
ing dishonesty. Sir, facts were suppressed and the whole thing was 
hushed up. Government thus stand discredited for the conduct of some of 
their dishonest officials. It is unfortunate that the administrative heads 
have the peculiar tendency of shielding their subordinates and of acting on 
their advice without proper enquiry, even when the persons complained 
against are suspected to be guilty. 

I will now mention seruitim the charges that have been levelled against 
the administration of the school. The first charge is the curtailment by 
the Superintendent of the diet of certain patients admitted to the hospital 
through a member of the staff with whom he (the Superintendent) had 
personal differences. A Chinese patient admitted in October, 1943, was 
given the usual diet worth three to four rupees per diem, whereas the other 
cabin patients who obtained admission with the help of the doctor with 
whom the then Superintendent was not on good terms were made to suffer 
in the way indicated. Then, again, the little diet that was supplied to the 
patients was of a very inferior quality and unfit for consumption. The 
second charge is the surreptitious removal of food articles such as rice, daly 
onion, potato, salt, etc., stocked by Government for the use of the menials 
in an emergency, namely, during air-raids. The menials would have borne 
testimony to this if an enquiry had been made at the proper time. The 
■authorities were informed that if the stock was examined without giving 
previous notice, the real position could be ascertained, but unfortunately 
nothing was done. The stock of food articles was kept in the compound of 
the nurses’ quarters for daily sale to the menials. Several bags of rice out 
of this stock, it was alleged, had been secretly removed by the Deputy 
Superintendent at different times covering a long period. He was reported 
to have been caught red-handed by the menials on one occasion in the 
presence of some doctors and students: this could be easily verified if a 
prompt enquiry had been held. Another serious charge brought againsti 
the Deputy Superintendent was that he was in the habit of removing daily 
from the hospital foodstuffs for his own household consumption. The third 
’<iharge is that the Deputy Superintendent was running a sweetmeat shop 
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in Premcliand Boral Street in henami. He had a medicine shop in 
Khengrapatti by the name and style of ‘T. M. Brothers” or something like 
that from which medicines used to be supplied to the Campbell Medical 
School Hospital. Medicines were also reported to have been taken from 
the hospital stock for sale to the public through this pharmacy. The 
quality of food supplied by contractors was had and the quantity less than 
what was sanctioned. It is further reported that the Deputy Superin- 
tendent used to share profits with them 

Khan Bahadur Mi A. MOMIN: How do you know itp 
Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: That is the report 
and hence the necessity for an enquiry. There are other allegations against 
his conduct and relations with the nurses and students which might be 
revealed on enquiry. Sir, the seriousness of the allegations can be easily 
realised. The Superintendent is said to be well aware of these facts; but 
he used to shield the Deputy Superintendent, his protegy. 

Sir, on the 21st March in reply to supplementary questions asked at 
another place, a certain Parliamentary Secretary gave evasive replies. 
It was quite apparent from the supplementary questions put to him that 
the Government were trying to avoid the real issue. What we want is to 
put a stop to such unsatisfactory state of things. It is not my intention 
to cast any unmerited aspersions against anybody. I, therefore, urge most 
strongly the appointment of an impartial committee which alone would be 
able to find out the truth or otherwise of the allegations levelled against 
the administration. I cannot understand why the Surgeon-GeneraTs office 
or for the matter of that the Government ignored the allegations without 
proper enquiry. It was not before a couple of months had elapsed that 
the Government was roused from their slumber. What enquiry, if at all, 
Government made departmentally, we do not know. But that enquiry had 
the effect of stiffening the attitude of the head of the institution with the 
result I have already indicated. Both the Government and the students 
being involved in the matter, an impartial enquiry has become necessary. 

With these words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY P8ESIDENT: Motion moved: that this Council is of 
opinion that a Committee consisting of officials and non-officials be appoint- 
ed to enquire into the causes of the recent strike by the students of the 
Campbell Medical School, Calcutta, and to make recommendations with a 
view to the prevention of its recurrence in future. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Mr. President, Sir I 
would like to support the resolution that has been moved by Rai Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee Bahadur with regard to the incident that happened in 
the Campbell Hospital. To support his resolution he has cited many facts 
and figures which, if true, indicate a disgraceful state and it is, therefore, 
necessary that in order to get at the circumstances which really led to the 
events, an enquiry should be started so that the matter may not be repeated 
again in the future. It is necessary not only for the purpose of the proper 
administration of the school itself but also to ensure harmony between the 
students and the school authorities, so that work may go on smdothly and 
there may not be any complaint of the nature which led to the strike. 
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With these few words, I support the resolution. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I have heard with 
attention the speech delivered by Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. 
My friend Mr. Bankim Chandra M^akherjee has stated that the Rai 
Bahadur has given facts and figures which cannot be challenged. But^ 
Sir, I am unable to say whether those facts and figures can be challenged 
or not. However, I am definite that the allegations are such that a com- 
mittee of enquiry should be appointed by the Government. Recently, 
Sir, corruption has crept into the administration from toj) to bottom and 
the Government of their own motion has started enquiry into many casea 
and reports have already been submitted by their officers recommending 
many cases of suspension and commissions. But, Sir, unfortunately, the 
Government is sitting tight over the matter. There are cases where^ 
gazetted officers have been found guilty of corruption. Inspectors belong- 
ing to the Criminal Investigation Department have made thorough 
enquiries and they have already submitted reports for suspension of these 
officers, but up till now we do not know whether any commission has 
been appointed and whether these officers who have been found guilty by 
the departmental authorities have been brought before the commission. 
Allegations made by the Rai Bahadur are so serious that no civilised 
Government should shrink from making an enquiry and I hope, Sir, the 
Government will not oppose the resolution, but accept it without any rider. 
With these words, I support the resolution. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, before I had listened to the 
statement made by Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, I did not 
think the resolution to be of a very serious nature at all. But after listen- 
ing to the various instances of corruption and delinquency so definitely 
and specifically stated, it seems that the matter is a very serious one and 
it will be the duty of the Government to fully enquire into the truth or 
otherwise of the allegations. The allegations made are not of a general 
character but they are of a definite and specific character, — definite as to 
the facts and definite as to the persons against whom accusations have been 
made. Of course, persons against whom allegations have been made have 
one extenuating fact. They may say : vrell, we are not the only persons 
guilty of corruption or guilty of indiscipline. A wave of jobbery and 
corruption is sweeping over the country and we ought to be included in the 
list of those who have been connived at. 

Apart from this, there seems to be no other extenuating fact. Now, 
this resolution relates to the hospital and the management of the hospital. 
Even in this time of cruel war, prisoners of war are also treated w^ell by 
their enemies; but here in the civil hospitals it is very strange that such 
things can happen. The allegations made are not only of great indiscipline 
but of moral turpitude also. So I do not think this resolution does require 
further speech from me to commend it to the acceptance of the House. It 
simply asks for the appointment of a Committee to enquire into the accusa- 
tions against the officer who holds a responsible position; and considering 
the position of the man against whom the allegation is made, the nature 
of the accusation and the incident regarding which this accusation has 
been made, I think the House would agree to the appointment of a 
Committee to enquire fully into the whole matter. 
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The Hon^bl® Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, it is my misfortune that I have to give reply to the resolution in the 
absence of the Minister in charge of the Department. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HA^ CHANDRA BANERJEE; On a point of 
order, Sir. It is desirable that the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the 
department concerned should be present here to reply to the various 
points raised in connection with this resolution. The Hon’ble Leader 
of the House not being acquainted with the facts will not, I am afraid, be 
in a position to furnish correct information in regard to the points to 
which reference has been made. There is a definite allegation against the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health Department that when 
the students approached him he treated them coldly and even scolded 
them. These are the charges which the Hon'ble Minister alone is 
competent to answer. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I can reply in general terms to the various allegations that have been 
made, but I cannot reply to the details. So it is for you to consider 
whether it should be postponed or not. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: Are you going to support the resolution? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, I have been instructed to oppose the resolution. 

Mr, MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, when the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned is absent, let it stand over. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, will you permit the Hon’ble 
Leader of the House to reply to the resolution while the Minister in charge 
is absent? A suggestion has been made by the Chief Whip of. the Govern- 
ment .that it should be held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: A very pertinent question has arisen. 
It is really unfortunate that when the House sits for transaction of 
business the Hon’ble Ministers remain absent. Now, there are certain 
practical difficulties for which the discussion of this resolution cannot stand 
over. As a result of ballot it has been the first subject to be discussed. 
Now, if we adjourn the discussion of this resolution, either I shall have to 
adjourn the House immediately....... 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I submit, Sir, that this 
House certainly has got the inherent power to decide whether it shall take 
the subject today or shall pass on to the next subject? 

Mr. 'DEPUTY PRE8IDENT; Order, order. I am afraid I have not 
been clearly understood. Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed stood up and said 
that the resolution should stand over but the difficulty is that on the next 
non-official day this resolution may not be the first subject to be discussed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Since the resolution has been part-heard, what is the objection to take the 
matter up as the first thing on the next non-official day? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; I think the rules will not stand 
in the way. Under the rules, a number of members can always secure 



1944.] 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


671 


priority for a particular motion and have it taken up the first thing on 
the next non-official day. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAiN: 

If the House unanimously agrees to this course, then certainly that can be 
done. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Are you prepared to 
move a resolution to this effect? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Rule 94 may be applied in 
this case. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BAHERJEE: Sir, I am surprised 
at the attitude taken up by Mr. Hamidul Hik^ Chowdhury, who wants to 
postpone consideration of this resolution and pass on to the next item. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No reason has been assigned as to why 
this resolution should be postponed. Only Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
from the Government Ihrty stood up and said ‘‘let this resolution be 
postponed*’ and attempts are accordingly being made to postpone it. We 
have read in Shakespare’s Julius Caesar, Sir, that Julius Caesar’s 
appearance in the Senate was going to be^iostponed till “Caesar’s wife shall 
meet with better dreams”. So, here, also are you going to wait till the 
Hon’bie Public; Health Minister has better dreams and chooses to make 
his appearance in tliis House and give a reply? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I definitely suggested 
that this resolution which has been part-discussed be adjourned till the 
next non-official day and that it sliould be taken up as the first item on 
that day. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Thank you, I am 
very sorry 1 misunderstood you. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, is it permissible 

under the rules to set this item down to be taken as the first business on 
the next resolution day? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: As I have said, rule 94 
applies in this case. This rule requires the consent of members to take 
a matter out of turn. I think 23 members will be forthcoming to do so, 
and we may agree that this resolution be postponed till the next resolution 
day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr Mukherjee, are you in favour of 
adjournment? 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May 1 take it that it is the unanimous 
desire of the House that consideration of this resolution should stand over 
till the next non-official day? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Yes, Sir, provided it be 
taken up as the first item on that day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yea, certainly, that was the suggestion 
made by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Encouragement of sugar industry. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal be urged upon to adopt all feasible measures 
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to encourage aud help the sugar industry, both in cottages and in small 
factories, in Bengal. 

Sir, I have come before this House with a resolution the subject-matter 
of which has become very important. This resolution deals with a very 
simple matter, namely, sugar industry. As regards sugar industry, Bengal 
was once famous for sugar and sugarcane. From the early history of this 
industry, it appears that Bengal was once famous for this industry. From 
reports of the foreign travellers we hnd that in Bengal the sugar industry 
was widely developed and Bengal used to export sugar to Iran, Iraq, 
Arabia and many other countries of the world. Mr. C. W. E. Cotton in 
his Hand-book of (k)minercial Information says that India was the original 
home of sugar. Sir John Colebrooks in his treatise “Husbandry of 
Bengal” says — sugarcane grew profusely in Bengal and from India it was 
introduced into Arabia and from Arabia to Europe and Africa. The 
districts of Midnapore, Birbhum and Rangpur were specially famous for 
sugarcane. Bengal’s sugar trade was very flourishing during the time of 
the East India Company between H)74 and lb8(), when white sugar was 
purchased by ihe Company from Bengal for being exported to Europe. 
Before this, the Portuguese used to export sugar to Europe. According 
to Bernier, sugai' industry was well-developed in Bengal; between 1830 
and 1832 BengaPs sugarcane and sugar was as good as those of the West 
Indies. Bengal’s sugar trade was restricted by imposition of heavy duty 
in order to encourage sugar industry in the West Indies. For example,* it 
appears that whereas the duty on imported sugar of West Indies was 15 
shillings per ton, in the case of Bengal sugar it was £37-16-3 nd valorem. 
So, it will be seen that Bengal sugar received a set-back. But this restric- 
tion was withdrawn in 1837 and as a result Bengal’s sugar trade revived. 
In 1830-31, tlie quantity of sugar exported io England was 218,915 niaunds 
and to other countries 595, 85() maunds of the total value of Rs. 67,18,911. 
In 1845-46, the export to England Again rose to 1,831,263 maunds worth 
Rs. 179 lakhs. Restrictions were re-imi)Osed in 1846 as a result of which 
the sugar trade of Bengal was I’uined. According to the latest figure, 
we find that Bengal’s estimated quota of i)rodu(‘tion was 55,000 tons and 
last year Bengal produced only 14,000 tons of sugar. Bengal’s total 
estimated requirement of sugar is 195,000 tons of which Bengal can produce 
only 12,000 tons and the rest has to be imported from other provinces. Sir, 
sugar has become a very covetable commodity now-a-days. If we com- 
q)are the production of other countries, we find India has got the first place 
but what is the position of Bengal. As regards the figures obtained in 
1938-39, India produced about 40 lakhs of tons of sugar, whereas Cuba 
produced 2,750,000 tons, Russia — 2,260,000 tons, Germany — 2,097,000 tons, 
United vStates of America — 97’4,000 tons, Philipines and Java — l,500,0(if) 
tons : so India was first in world production. 

Bengal’s production as compared with the other provinces is the lowest, 
though Bengal has got unique advantage in the matter of the production 
of sugarcane and sugar. Sir, Bengal produces only 3 per cent, of her own 
requirement whereas her consumption is 13 per cent, of India’s production. 
Sir, the Bengal peasant is very much accustomed to the method of produc- 
tion and also cultivation of sugarcane. ^ The question of sugar industry in 
Bengal came up for consideration by several cx)mmittees in the past. In 
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1920 it was considered by J. Mackenna Committee and also by another 
committee in 19f30 as well as by the Tariff Board in 1931-32; but unfortu- 
nately none of these committees went into the question of the cultivation 
of sugarcane. They lield ihat owing to the cullivation of jute and slirinkage 
of the acreage of sugarcane, Bengal i^^ not suitable for development of the 
sugar industry. But we find that from the economic point of view these 
industries have become very important for Bengal. Of course, the acreage 
of sugarcane in Bengal has dwindled owing to the cultivation of jute; 
but the cultivation of jute has been restricted and larger areas have been 
now released foi* the cultivation of sugarcane. ,As (a)m])ared with the 
United Tb’ovinc’es, Bengal produ(‘ed 3,000 lbs. per acre of sugaiaaine culti- 
vation, whereas .the United Provinces produced only 2,000 lbs. i)(‘r acre. 

As regards the cost of gnr, Bengal’s cost has come down to Rs. 2-3 per 
mannd, whereas in the United Provinces it is Rs. 2-14 and in Bihar it is 
Rs. 2-7. Therefore, Sir, from every point of view Bengal is the most 
suitable place for the development of this industry. 

Then there is another point. This industry can s(dve the unemploy- 
ment problem io a great extent, because both in the factory stage and as 
a cottage industry a huge number of men cun be em])loyed. In 1935-30, 
8 crores and 33 lakhs of rupees were paid as pric(‘ of sugarcane to 
Ihe sngarcane-growm's who had to maintain about 22 lakhs and (iO thousands 
of workers. One crore of ru]>ees was paid to the workers in factories, and 


2.1 crores of iu])e(^s were paid to Government railways, and one (’rore was 
])aid for the purchase of indigenous products, such as, lime, sulphur, bags, 
manure, etc. The sugar industry employed 2,000 science graduates, 10,(X)0 
educated workers, one lakh skilled labourers while the (}vr industry 
employed about one crore and 2 lakhs of persons and 50 lakhs in secondary 
industries; in all, 180 lakhs of persons are employed in this industry in 
India. Sir, in 1931-32, there were only 32 sugar factories in India, but 
these increased in the year 1938-39 to 140. In tlu' United Provinces in 
that year there were 72 factories, in Bihar there were 32 factories whercuis 
in Bengal there were only 10 vacuum factories. Bengal’s ])osition is 
very low in comparison with the other ])rovinces. It is admitted 
by Government that there’ are elements in Bengal which ar(‘ favour- 
ifble to the growth and development of the sugar industry. The 
Bengal cultivators are accustomed to growing sugarcane and they are 
also accustomed to the use of modern im]ffemeni.s and modern methods. It 


appears that in Bengal there are in use about 40,000 Ren wick’s sugarcane 
(Tushing machines and about 30,000 Renwick pans. Bengal s way of 
crushing sugar into iyur is very simple. A sinnile nun hinery which costs 
little can be prepared and has been prepared at an economic price. Com- 
paring Bengal’s products with those of other countries, it is very necessary 
that Bengal’s workers should be encouraged. This sugar industry may 
help the o-rowers and cultivators in more than one way. It is said that the 
cultivation and production of sugar help the cultivation of paddy, by 
increasing the yield i)er acre. It will sup]dy fodder for the cartle and 
will also employ cultivators durin'g the time when he has got no paddy 
crop or other crops to look to. It will also sujiply the ( u ti\a m 
cash money; for with the price that he gets many 

purchase his necessaries of life. This industry will help him m 
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other ways. I am fully conscious of the fact that the Government of 
Bengal has provided about 12 lakhs of rupees by way of subsidy to the 
sugar industry in Bengal in order that the cultivators may grow more and 
more sugarcane. As regards that, my submission is that that money sj^ould 
be supplied by the Government of India. BengaBs exchequer should not be 
depleted by that amount because restriction in price has been fixed by 
the Government of India. The result of this restriction is that 
Bengal’s sugarcane-grower has been affected and therefore I submit that 
it is the duty of the Government of India to pay the sum required to 
encourage and help the sugarcane-growers of B'engal. My resolution is 
very simple and I have given facts and figures to show that Bengal should 
now make a serious attempt to develop this industry now that the jute 
cultivation is being restricted under direction from the Government. With 
these words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of the Housef 

Ml*. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal be urged upon to adopt all 
feasible measures to encourage and help the sugar industry, both in cottage 
and in small factories, in Bengal. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I have great pleasure in support- 
ing this resolution which has been moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Indeed, his speech on the subject was an illuminating one. It contains 
useful statistics and the history of the whole trade. I can say that I am 
personally very much benefited by hia speech and I have learned something 
new from it. What does his speech reveal? It reveals that in the year 
1830 Bengal occupied the foremost position so far as the sugar industry is 
concerned; but now it is the last. vSo it cannot be said that ihe province 
has not the capacity. The country has the capacity but the reason for its 
decline must be sought elsewhere. Even at the present moment, while 
in the sister provinces of the United Provinces and Bihar, progress is being 
made in this industry, Bengal is lagging behind. So far as this industry 
is concerned, it will not only help the cultivators but it will also be another 
commercial crop so to speak. I may go further and say that this industry 
will help the labour and also the educated people in the shape of a demand 
for technicians. So, I fully support the resohition of my friend Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. I 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am very glad to 
welcome this resolution and I am also happy that the honourable mover of 
this resolution has given many facts in order to emphasise the need 
and importance of the development of this industry. So far as Govern- 
ment are concerned, I can assure that they are fully conscious of the 
importance of this industry'. Their only difficulty is that when they proceed 
to assist this industry and take steps to stimulate the industry they are being 
charged as going to do something for the vested interests. I want to tell 
you that the Sugar Enquiry Sub-Committee of the Bengal Food Survey 
Committee was entrusted with the task of making enquiries regarding the 
position of the sugar industry in all its aspects — a survey of the present 
condition and future prospects of the industry as well as a comprehensive 
scheme for its development. Government accepted one of the most 
important recommendations of the Committee, namely, the setting up of a 
Provincial Sugar Board and bas actually constituted a Board by a resolution, 
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dated the ITtli September, 1943. I 'should like to read out the functions 
assigned to this Board, as they would indicate the importance that Govern- 
ment attach to this Advisory Board — 

(1) development of sugarcane cultivation in Bengal in the best interests 

of the growers, the industry jf the province including experi- 
ments ill respect of varieties of cane, manures and methods of 
cultivation and control, and prevention of pests and diseases; 

(2) formulation of scheme for better organisation of cane-growers, co- 

operative or otherwise, and for irrigation and drainage with a 
view to fostering the development of cane cultivation ; 

(3) development and improvement of communications and transport 

facilities for sugarcane, rp/r, sugar and bye-producls of the . 
industry ; 

(4) sale and purcliase of sugarcane including tlie determination of 

])roper prices of cane to be paid to cultivators from year to year 
according to tlie crop condition and the prospects of the sugar 
industry, organisation and methods and t)ie terms and conditions 
thereof including the prevailing .Nysiem of weighment and 
allowances and maintenance of healthy relations betw^een growers 
of sugarcane and sugar factories in Bengal in the imitual interest 
of both growers and manufacturers; 

(5) determination of zones, if necessary, as between diffeffrent factories 

and as between mill agents and co-operative unions; 

(G) develojnneiit of the sugar manufacturing indmstry on s(mnd lines 
in all its aspects, including the best utilisation of bye-products 
of the industry; 

(7) development of //ur manufacturing industiy s])e(;ially in areas where 

til ere are no sugar factories; 

(8) marketing of the products and bye-products of cane, sugar and 

and safeguarding the interests of these industries in Bengal 
against competitions both internal and external prejudical to 
their development; 

(9) Dealing with such other matters as may be conducive to the develop- 

ment of sugar and industries on i)roper lines. 

Sir, 1 have read out the terms of reference of this Board just to 
emphasise the fact that Government expect the Board to advise the 
Government in taking all steps necessary for the development of this 
industry. With the setting uj) of this Board, one very important 
question arose, namely, the very low price of sugarcane that was 
paid last year. The House knows very well that the price of sugar 
is fixed by the Controller of Sugar and naturally the jirices of the raw 
materials have got to be adjusted according to the fixed price of the finished 
gofld, namely, sugar. Mills in Bengal, as soon as we came into ojffice, 
approached us and said that on the basis of the price fixed last year they 
could hardly manage to pay more than 10 annas X)er niauiid of sugarcane 
and although there was an expectation that the Controller was going to 
raise the price, the mills thought that the ijrice will not bp raised sufficiently 
and so it would not be possible for them to pay more than 12 annas for the 
sugarcane. They also said that on the basis of 12 annas they were certain 
that there would be no •sufficient supply of sugarcane to the mills and 
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because they cannot pay more than 12 annas the only means open to them 
was to close down all the mills and stop manufacturing sugar. 

That was the problem which the Government had to solve. We went 
into the matter thoroughly and we were convincjed; but I may tell you that 
this Government at that stage had no means to ascertain whether this claim 
of the sugar, mills, namely, that they could not pay more than 12 annas was 
correct or not, and the time at our di-sposal was not sufficient to go into the 
claims of each mill and find out whether they were justified or not. We 
were confronted with the situation that if no other means was devised to 
pay a little more to the sugarcane-growers, the mills on the one hand were 
not pre])ared to work, and on the other hand the cultivation of the sugar- 
f*ane for the next year would be adversely alfected. In view of this situation, 
the Government accepted the contention of the mills for llie time being that 
they were unable to pay more than 12 annas. As, however, we felt that 
even this 12 annas would be a very low ])rice tor the cultivator, it ivas 
decided that we must do something to maintain this industry as well as pay 
sufficiently reasonable price to the cane-growers. Accordingly, after 
going into the matter, the Government decided that at least the price of one 
rupee at the reception centre and one rupee at the mill-gate should be the 
minimum. And since the mills could not pay more than 12 annas, the 
Government decided that this difterence between 12 annas and one rupee 
would be paid out of the provincial revenues. Our calculation of the pro- 
du(*tion cost was lls. 2(),d()() which we considered to be the niaximiim that we 
could budget for this year, and we could not do more than that. The total 
subsidy that the Government will have to pay will be in the neighbourhood 
of 10 lakhs of ru])eeH. This amount of 10 lakhs of rupees had been paid to 
safeguard the interest of the cultivators and to maintain the industry as a 
going (‘oncern. Although 1 am very happy to find that there is so much 
sup])ort in favour of this resolution of my honourable friend Mr. Nur 
Ahmed, yet on previous occasions both in this House and in the other place 
Government have been bitterly criticized for giving 10 lakhs of i-upees as 
subsidy for the sake of juaintaining the industry. As far as the Advisory 
Board is concerned, they have set uj) two s])ecial committees — one to go into 
the agri(;ultural side of this problem and the other to go into the industrial 
side o^f the problem. The (^)mmittee has iiol started its work yet. As a 

matter of fact, the names of the members of the Board have not 

yet been finally settled. I hope there will be a meeting of the 

Advisory Board by the end of this month and this Committee will 
finally set up. The third point I would like to mention is that 

I do not subscribe to the views of my honourable friend Mr. Nur 

Ahmed wdien he said that the manufacture of sugar in Bengal is more 
economical and less expensive than elsewhere. 1 beg to differ from him on 
this point. Unfortunately, up to now, the sucres contents of Bengal su^'ar- 
cane are far less than they are in the sugarcane of other places. Here it 
is a little over 8 per cent, whereas in the provinces of the United Provinces 
and Bihar it is in the neighbourhood of over JO per cent. We liave been 
suffering on account of this low surros contents of Bengal sugarcane. My 
honourable friend, the Minister for Agriculture, should improve the quality 
of the sugarcane — as it comes within his sphere of activity — and I can 
assure you that he is fully alive to the necessity of improving the quality of 
the sugarcane grown in Bengal. It is needless for me to mention in this 



67 ? 


1944.] I^ON-OFFIOIAL BESOLTTTIONS. 

connection that every possible assistance fioni Government will be given in 
that respect also. With these words, I am very happy to accept the resolu- 
tion moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: 1 want to .speak. Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYEDL MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, is it worthwhile .speaking' now when only two minutes are leftV 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ik) you M^aiit to speak on this subject ? 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Yes, Sir. I will just begin and then 
1 will have a right to speak on the next day. ; 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How long will you take to finish your 
speech ? 

Khan Bahadur M, A. MOMIN: 1 never speak longer than wluit is 
a 1) solu t ely n e c^ s sa r y . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The difficulty is that we have already 
reached our time-limit. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIl) : Sir, let it be carried over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It that be the desire of the House 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN t Sir, we have just, heard the Ilon’ble 
Minister for Commeri'c and IndU)Stries. Ordinarily, one would be satisfied 
to hear that Government is trying to do everything to improve the manufac- 
ture of the sugar industry and the cultivation of sugarcane in Bengal. But 
if we could feel ourselves absolutely assured by that statement that every- 
thing is b(‘ing actually done, then of (*ourse there would have been no 
necessity tor me to speak at all on this matter. But the only leason why 
I wish to speak i^ that although we emphasise that not only do we entirely 
agree with the lesolution but our agreement is unanimous, yet I would go 
further and ask the Government to tell us definitely on wdiat lines they are 
going to help and encoui'age this industry. There is no necessity of repeat- 
ing the various resolutions which have been passed on this matter. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; On a point of infonnation, 
Sir. Are we discussing this matter again after I have replied ? Sir, I liave not 
only ([uoted tmin resolutions but T have indicated the practical steps that 
have been tiiken by Government to encourage the sugar industry. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: The Hon’ble Minister has quoted many 
resolutions but he has not read that portion of the minutes where it was 
resolved that no action need be taken on the resolution at present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: It is rather just the other 
way^ about, Sir. T have indi(*ated what we have already done in the matter. 
1 have said that we have given a subsidy of 16 lakhs of rupees to the cane- 
growers. Gan there be a better practical proof of our active interest in this 
matter ? 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: If 1 am allowed to speiik on the next 
day, then I will be able to show that whatever has been done in this regard 
has not been effective at all. The result has been that we find nowadays 
that //ur is selling here at fourteen annas a seer, wffiereiis in the United 
Brovinces is selling at four annas a seer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am prepared to listen 
lo the Khan Bahadur Sahib and I am quite sure that T shall be able to 
meet his arguments very satisfactorily. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, before you adjourn the House, 
I mention a matter regarding the resolution relating to the Campbell 
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Medioal School enquiry H This resolution moved by Rai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee had to be adjourned after being partly d-iscussed on 
account of tlie absence of the Hon’ble Mini.ster in charge of Public Health 
and Local Self-Government. I mention this matter again and request on 
behalf of the mover imd ourselves that it may be put on the record that 
the resolution had to be postponed because of the absence of the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned, and that it would be taken up as the first item on the 
next day for lesolutions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I think that it would 
create a bad precedent if the consideration of any subject is postponed 
because a particular Minister was not present in the House. The House 
knows very well, vSir, that not only is the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
present here but that he has been fully iiuthorised and is able to reply to 
the resolution., 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OyTTA: So far as I remember, Sir, the House 
unanimously agreed to the postponement of the resolution because the 
Hon’ble Minister concerned was not present in the House. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So far as this question is concerned, I 
may remind flic Jlon’ble Khwaja Shahabuddin that the Hon’ble the Jjeader 
of the House gave us to undcrsbind that he would be able to give only a 
general reply and not a detailed reply t-o all the points raised by the mover 
of tlie jesolution. Tt was then at the insbince of Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury who pro])osed that this resolution might be postponed so that a reply 
might be given by the Hon’ble Ministei' concerned, that it was so postponed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am sorry, Sir, it is so 
different from what is claimed by the other side. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I do not think we can take up 
any other aspea-t of the matter, Sir, at this stage. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I am not placing any new question 
l^efore the House. I simply want to say that the record should cx)ntain what 
actually happened in the House with regard to this resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House now stands 
adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 17th April, 1944. 

Adournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 17th April, 
1944. 

Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 24th 
March, 1944 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Reza, Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(5) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohammad Jan. 

(G) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(T) Mr. N. N. Mookherji. 

(8) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(9) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session of 1944 — No. 30. 


The Council met in the Le^^islative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the ITth Ai)ril, 1944, at i-dO p.m., being the thirtieth 
day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 6i2(^)(a') of the 
Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.isad Singh Eoy, k.c.i.b.) waa 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Allowances to political prisoners. 

90. Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that in sjiite of the declaration of the Government of Bengal, the 
allowances to jiolitical prisoners have not yet been increased? If so, when 
will the same be inc'reased and actually paid to them in view of abnormal 
rise in prices ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): No. It is not a fact. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When was this qut‘stion put? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Perh aps six months ago. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Since when have the 
allowances been increased? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Since the date of the declaration by (roveinnuMit in 
the Press. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; What is the date of the deidaration ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: August, 1944. 

Deaths due to malaria. 

100. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Wilt the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

{a) the number of deaths due to malaria and cholera in the Province, 
district by district, during 1942 and up to June in 1943; 

{h) the quantity of ((uinine distributed in each district during that 
period ; 

(c) the sums of money actually spent in each district for the supply 
of drinking water during that period; and 
{d) what urgent steps the Government propose to take to meet lliJiffl 
extraordinary and abnormal situation? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department): (a) to (c) A slatement is laid in the Library. 

(d) The following steps have been taken by Government to deal with the 
situation : — 

(1) More than 2,000 beds were provided in 11 hospitals in and around 

Calcutta for medical treatment of sick destitutes. 

(2) Emergency Relief hospitals have been opened in 26 districts. 

(3) Special arrangements have been made to' facilitate speedy supply 

of drugs to these hospitals. 

(4) By arrangement with the Government of India several Burma 

Medical Officers and Sanitary Inspectors have been employed on 
medical relief work in the Province ; 200 sweepers have also been 
brought from the United Provinces for work in emergency 
hospitals. 

(5) Fifty-six Military Medical Officers have been lent by Government 

of India to work as Subdivisional Health Officers. Government 
of Bengal pay their travelling allowances and other incidental 
expenses, 

(6) Sanction has been accorded tO' the o]»fuiEg of out-patient treatment 

centres working from 1,400 dispensaries for free distribution jf 
quinine and other medieines. 

(7) One thousand special Sanitary Assistants are employed on anti- 

epidemic inoculation and vaccination in the districts. 

(8) Anti-cholera vaccine and smallpox lymph, drugs and disinfectants 

have also been provided by Government. 

(9) Government has also sanctioned a sum of Rs.lT lakhs for repair 

and re-sinking of derelict tube-w^ells. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In vie^v of the gavity of the situation, 
do the Government consider that the arrangements and ])r()visioiis made are 
quite sufficient for tin' purj)ose!^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For the present, yes. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state, with reference to nnsw(U‘ (G), uiien was snic tiou 
accorded and whether the work has been completed according to the Govern- 
ment scheme? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: For the date, I want notice. But tin' work has 
already been started and distribution of quinine has alrt'ady begun. 

Ral Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Government 
aware that in spite of the steps taken by Government to deal with 
malaria, quinine* is not available in some of the distriets? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is not a faet that in some distriets quinine is not 
available, but it may be possible that iu some places it may not be available 
for a time. 

Rai Bahadur kESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that in spite of the repeated reminder given by the Health 
Officer of the Dacca Municipality, quinine was not sent there in good time? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: It may be that it could not be sent in good time on 
account of heavy rush of demand; but it was supplied since. 

Fire in Tollygunge Bustee Area. 

101. Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be phrased to state whether it is a fact that 
at Tollygunge at noon on the 8th March, 1944, an aeroplane catching fire 
fell in a bustee area resulting in a terrible accident and explosion P 

(b) Is it a fact that there the huts caught fire as a result of the tailing 
of the burning plane and several huts were burnt down ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the crash of the falling aero])lane, several p>eople 
were killed and several injured P How many were killed and how many were 
injured and of them how many were seriously injured? Of the killed and 
injured how many were women and how many children ? How many of the 
injured died subsequently? 

(J) Will (Government compensate the injured and the relatives of the 
killed? If not, why not? 

(e) Is il a iact tlial tlie Government Rescue I’arties arrived very late to 
render timely aid to the dying and the wounded and is it a fact that they 
failed lo make a coireet estimate of the dead, dying and (lie wounded who 
w’ould total riol less than a hundred? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department): (a) and (/>) Yes. 

(c) Yes. dT killed, iiieluding 8 missing, believed killed and 3 died in 
hospital; 7 injured, including 1 serionsly. (10 men, 22 women, 12 children.) 

(d) (kmiyamsation will be paid as soon as particulars are complete. 

(e) All s(‘rvice.s were prompt in rendering help to' the injured and in 
Salvage and Rescue Work. A.R.R. First Aid Parties were prompt in 
rendering first aid to and removing the injured to hospital and all the 
injured were admitted by 1 p.m. It is not a fact that casualties were 
greatly underestimated. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that this question w^as a short-notice question? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Yes, it was a short-notice question. But it has been 
exhaustively replied to. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, since it was a short-notice question, 
may I ask why it was not replied earlier? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Was it a short-notice question? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It was not exactly a short-notice question 

Mr. LALrr CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it was a short-notice question 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, it was a question which was replied 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Was it admitted as a short-notice question? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, in the Assembly a short-notice 
question exactly on the same line was admitted but — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, let me find out what is the position. In 
the meantime, let us proceed with the other question. I shall find out 
whether it was admitted as a short-notice question or not. 
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Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Arising out of (ai) of the 

answer where it is stated “37 killed, including 3 missing, believed killed 
* * has the Government been able to find out yet whether these people 
were really killed or missing? 

Mr, BIREN ROY! The position is that there was a heavy fire and many 
persons were burnt beyond recognition ; therefore, it was not possible to find 
out whether they were killed or missing. Eecords made in the locality 
about the number of persons missing is 3. It was not reported in the 
hospital or in the cremation ground. So it is believed that these people were 
killed. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that 
earlier reports published in the newspapers put down the total number of 
casualties at 100? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No. 

Fire in a 8outh Calcutta Bustee Area. 

102. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chaige of ilie Home Deparlment be pleased to state if he is aware that a 
South Calcutta hiistee has been practically swept away by a disastrous fire 
caused by the crash of a training Jiircraft ? 

(h) If so, will he jdease state the number of deaths and injured involved 
in this accident? 

(e) Is it a fact that no fire lanes were provided in this huaiee? If so, 
why? 

{(1) Is he aware that Mr. Haridas Majumdar, pi'(;viously put 

down a question indicating the desirability of oiiening fire lanes in the 
Calcutta hustfe? 

(e) Is it a fact that no comi>ensat ion, even of a casual nature, has been 
awarded to the living relatives of the victims? If so, why? 

(/) Do the Government propose to consider the desirability of holding a 
non-official emiuiry into the matter? If so, what steps have been taken by 
them in this connection ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes 

(h) Dead 34, injured 7, missing 3. 

(c) Yes. Fire lanes have been provided in the larger hu.^lecs for the 
purpose of (I) preventing sjjoread of fire, (2^) allowing ac-cess to Fire Drigade. 
Fire lanes are not practicable in small hustees, 

(d) Yes. 

(e) All possible help was rendered to the distressed people. The home- 
less were taken to a Eelief (Vnire where they w('re fed and clothed. 
Monetary compensation will be paid as soon as particulars aie complete. 

(/) No. The Government are satisfied that this was an accident and 
that loss of life and fire were unavoidable. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I know how the Government 
reconcile the two answ^ers, I mean answer to the i)resent question and to 
my question No. 101? In answer to my question the number of persons 
killed has been given as 37 killed and 3 died in hospital and 7 injured; 
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but in tlie present question No. 102, the number of dead lias been put at, 
34, injured 7 and missing 3. How do the Government explain the* 
position ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It must be a printing mistake. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I hen which answer is correct, the 
previous one or this one? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Three persons died in hospital suhsequeutly. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Still there is a dilTerenee of 3. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In answ('r to question No. 101, it has hi'eii stated : 
37 kilh'd, includiJig 3 missing vlioin the (lovernnie.it thought iti have 
been killed. So, it should be f34 plvs 3 died in hospital. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think 37 includes the 3, persons who subsequently 
died in hospital. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It should be 40. Thirty-seven killed 
plus 3 died in hospital. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

If there was a, eomma after “kilbnl”, it would have been 40; but there is 
no (‘omma after the words “believed kilh'd’’. So the number should be 
37 in all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ycvs, I think it is quite eh'ar, Mr. Das. 

As regards the short-notiee question of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, I tim? 
that the cjuestioii was admitted by me as a short-notice (question but Govern- 
ment refused to answer that short-notiee question. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has 
actually admitted this question and rejilied this (question in the Assembly; 
so how can lie refuse to answer that shoit-notice (luestion here? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There should be no reference to the otlnn- place. 
You should stand on your own rights. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I stand on my own rights. But he 
should be reasonable and should not be ])artial to one House and unjust to 
the other. That is ray protest. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, it is very diflicult to reply to this statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Because in the Assembly the question was asked at 
a latcT- date wdien we had better information; but here tlie short-notice 
question was la hied just after the occui-rence when much information was 
not in our possession. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: QuCvStions Nos. 103 and 104 will be answered 
tomorrow, as the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is absent today. 

Roads on the Hastings Bridge. 

105. Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
who is responsible for reconditioning the road surface on the Hastings 
Bridge which is in a most deplorable condition? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKr. 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): The Depart- 
ment of Communications and Works. 

Yield of paddy in Bengal. 

106. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBIS: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state if the 
Government are aware that production of paddy per acre in Bengal is the 
lowest in the world and that every other paddy-producing country grows on 
an average at least double the quantity per acre? 

{h) If so, do the Government propose to institute an enquiry into the 
causes thereof and take immediate and effective steps to increase the produc- 
tion of paddy in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hcfi’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) On the 

information available the yield of paddy in Bengal seems very low as com- 
pared with other paddy-producing countries, but it cannot be said definitely 
that it is the lowest or that it is only hall of the yield in other countries. 

(h) The Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committee appointed in 1938 inquired 
into the matter and recommended the use of improved seeds and cheap but 
efficient manures and also provision for irrigation facilities. The Agricul- 
ture and Irrigation Departments are taking action on these lines. 

Cafttle-breeding. 

107. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon ’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Depaitment be pleased to state if it is a fact that the con- 
sumption of milk j)er head in Bengal has l)een reduced during the last ten 
years? 

(b) If so, what measures have been taken by the Govemment (/f Bengal 
to improve cattle-breeding and also to increase the quantity of milk and 
milk products in Bengal? 

(c) Is it a fact that a larger mortality among cattle has taken place during 
the last ten years in Bengal on account of ‘various animal diseases prevalent 
in the Province ? 

{d) If so, what measures have l>eeu adopted by the Govemment to check 
rinderpest and other animal diseases in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: {a) 

The total supply of milk has not materially decreased during the last ten 
years. The population of the Province having however increased by about 
20 per cent, during this period and the number of milch cows having 
remained more or less stationary, the average supply of milk per capita has 
decreased. 

(h) A Cattle Improvement Scheme is in operation in 23 districts of the 
Province. Under this scheme the breeding operations of some 2,000 
improved Government bulls are supervised, the scrub deshi bulls castrated, 
the improved progeny of Government bulls registered, the growing and con- 
servation of fodder crops encouraged and propaganda carried out to improve 
the feeding of cattle. 
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(c) No, except that during last one year or so cattle mortality increased 
to a considerable extent as a result of disease and stai'vation. It is true 
that during the last ten years a large number of outbreaks of epidemics were 
lecorded but this was due to improvementj4 effected in the reporting organi- 
sation. The position regarding epidemics of cattle diseases before the 
period in question was certainly not better: only many outbreaks were not 
reported and hence not recorded. 

(fl) To ensure effective control of cattle disease Goveniment have taken 
over the entire itinerant veterinary staff under their control thus enabling 
themselves to move the staff’ freely to places where it is most needed. A 
large number of vaccine production centres have also been established. A 
scheme for preventive inoculation on a large scale as well as the introduction 
of a Cattle Diseases Act for more effective control of cattle epidemics are now 
under the consideration of Government. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: What was the per capita supply of milk 
previously and what it is at the present moment? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Upon what data has the 
Hon’ble Minister said that the number of cows has remained more or less 
stationary ? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Upon the data supplied by the Live-stock Officer. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What is the total cattle 
population in Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The cattle population of Bengal is 25 millions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What is the macdiinery for 
calculating this? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It is the Union Boards who collect these statistics. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it not a fact that there is 
a genera] report from the Union Board? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, there is the printed report of the Union Board. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Is not the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that this report is wholly unsatisfactory, because there is absolutely 
no chance of getting a correct statement of the position from the chowkidar 
of a Union Board? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

But that is the best under the circumstances. We are, however, trying to 
collect more reliable statistics in future. 

Dr. KUMiUD SANKAR RAY: What is the total supply of milk? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is not possible to give any figure; I believe what has been given here 
ui the answer has been given by guess work. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Miiiister please state whether the staff available is sufficient to cope with 
the work? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Not at all. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Then what do the 
Government propose to do in this connection?^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Govc'rnment are just considering- the question of entirely reoroaiiising- the 
department and that is why they have imported an expert officer from the 
Punjab to deveJoj) apricuHure in Bengal oji tlie lines of the Punjab, if not 
on a better basis. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Ilonble 
Minister not aware that the Ihinjab oflir-er is an agricultural exirert only and 
has no knowledge of veterinary matters? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 
Well, this officer was the I’rincipal of an Agricultural College in the 
Punjab and also dealt with veterinary matters. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does this officer hold 
any diploma in veterinary subjects? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That is not necessai*y ; agriculture includes veterinary. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister please state 
when their scheme of preventive inoculation is going to come into operation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

The scheme has only been drawn up and has not \ i*t been sanctioned by 
the Cabinet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must resume your seat, Mr. Mazumdar, after 
you have put 30111' question, and not remain standing. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir I am sorry. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Does the scheme contemplate free 
inoculation ? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, absolub'h^ free inoculation; but as an experimental measure it will 
be started only in certain districts. 

^‘Crow More Food” campaign. 

108. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state what steps the Government propose to take to push effectively the 
”Grow More Food” campaign among the agriculturists, besides circulating 
posters, bulletins, leaflets., etc., among the agriculturist masses? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

The policy of Government in connection with the ‘‘Grow More Food” cam- 
paign is not merely to make propaganda with a view to induce cultivator® 
to cultivate more land and grow more food but also to arrange to supply 
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.to them an adequate quantity of improved seeds and cheap but efficient 
manures and to provide irrigation facilities so that a better yield may be 
secured and additional crops may be raised. It is also the policy of 
Government to reclaim vraste land as far as possible for the cultivation of 
food and fodder crops. 

Schemes for supply of seeds during 1944-45 including those of aman, aus, 
rahi and fodder crops at a cost of more than Its. 51 lakhs have been sanc- 
tioned and other schemes are being considered. 

Some minor irrigation schemes have been executed and several other 
schemes — both major and minor — are now under consideration. A scheme 
for the use of Persian Wheels has Ix^en sanctioned and demoiistration 
regarding it has been undertaken. 

Vegetable seeds have been distributed on a fairly large scale and Gov-r 
ernment are considering how best their production can be increased. 

* To replenish the stock of cattle Government are exploring Ibe possibilitiei 
of importing cattle from other provinces and in the meantime loans have 
been sanctioned on a generous scale to enable the poorer cultivators who 
sold their cattle for maintenance to purchase cattle. 

At the instance of this Government, the Central Government have 
amended the Defence of India Rules, and a Waste Taind (Cultivation Order 
is being prepared for taking power to compel owners and occupiers of waste 
land to cultivate it for growing food and fodder crops and, if they default, 
to settle such land with others for the purpose. The Railway Administra- 
tions have agreed to their surplus lands being settled with cultivators for 
growing food and fodder crops and enquiries are now in progress to locate 
such lands fit for cultivation for the purpose. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: W^ill the TTon’ble Minister please state 
whether any cattle has been actually imported from outside into this pro- 
vince? If so, how many? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

No cattle has been yet imported by Government but iiegotiationfl are going 
on with the Central Provinces and the Bihar Governments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Since when? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN 

For nearly a month. Formerly the Bihar animals used to come through 
northern Bengal, but this year we learn that only 25 per ccmt. of the 
usual number came this year. We, accordingly, started negotiations with 
the Bihar Government and we found that, an embargo was ])la(*ed by that 
Government on the export of cattle from Bihar. We asked for a permit to 
import 50,000 cattle from Bihar. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As a result of continued negotiation, is 
there any hope that the embargo will be removed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We hope so. We sent letters to the Bihar Government and then sent a 
telegram and not getting any reply we made a trunk call on the ’phone. 
We have now been informed that the matter is now in the hands of the 
Governor. In view of their difficulties they are thinking wheiher they 
can render any help to us or not. 
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Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Will the Kon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how much money has been placed in the hands of poorer cultivators 
for the purchase of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

How can I say that at this stage? It is being paid now. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any waste land has been reclaimed so far? If so, how much? 
The Hon’Iile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No campaign has yet been started for reclamation under the Waste Land 
Cultivation Order. But some waste land has been reclaimed. The Waste 
Land Cultivation Order is going to be published soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It h as been stated in the answer that it 
is also the policy of Government to reclaim waste land as far as possible 
for the cultivation of food and fodder crops ; has that policy been 
implemented? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That has not been started yet. It is now a voluntary process and people 
are now being induced to grow more food crops. But now we are going to 
make it compulsory by enforcing the Waste Land (cultivation Order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how much waste land has been so far reclaimed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 
I cannot give you the exact area. But the information of the Agriculture 
Department is that about (S lakhs acres of land have been retdaimod so far. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state through what agency the seeds are being 
distributed ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Through the demonstrators of the Agriculture J)ej)artment. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that 
seeds are being distributed through the steamer companies? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No, I am not awmre of it. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is fully .satisfied with the result of distribution 
of seeds through demonstrators and whether they are of a satisfactory 
nature ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I am not, because the number of staff is very short. We are thinking of 
distributing seeds through development officers and jute regulation staff. A 
Seed Committee is now^ sitting for considering all these questions and we 
have asked for their advice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that demonstrators are alleged to have 
sold seeds in the market at prices higher than the controlled price and 
pocketed the balance? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I am not aware that it is the g-eneral rase ; but there have been abuses and 
prosecutions; one man, as a matter of fact, has been convicted and sbnt 
to jail. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of re-examining 
the question of distribution of seeds through a more suitable agency? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, we are considering the point. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; Will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if they are considering the desirability of distri- 
buting seeds through the landlords? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government are too willing to have the co-operation of the landlords, if 
they (^ome forward to help the Government. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that in several areas the distribution is not at all satisfactory? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes. But I am not quite sure that it is as bad as the honf)urable member 
says. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: What steps are 
being taken to have a fair and equitable distribution? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The queslion is being examined. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it under the con- 
templation of Government to distribnle seeds through the Presidents of 
ITnion Boards and oth(*r ])ublic asso(d:ilioris and also through landlords? 
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We cannot entrust the whole work to the landlords, b(*canse we know that 
only a f(‘w landlords may be willing to do this w^ork but not all. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stai(‘ whetluw Government is marking the time now wh(m the time for 
actual sowing is fast ])assing, and waiting for the report of the Seed 
Committees ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

This committee is to consider about the distribution of seeds for the future, 
about the policy to be adopted for the future distribution of seeds and not 
regarding the steps to be taken for the distribution of seeds this year. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: W^ith reference to the minor irrigation 
schemes, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many minor 
irrigation schemes have been executed this year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

This year very few have been executed ; but recently Rs. 1 lakh of rupees 
have been placed under the control of the District Magistrate of each 
district for getting through minor schemes as quickly as possible. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then Government is not sure whether 
any scheme has aetnally been taken in Jiand or will be exeeiited soon? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, put your question in a (luestion form. 
Do not enter into arguments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has stated in 
the reply that “some minor irrigati<ni schemes have been ('xeciited and 
several other schemes — both major and minor — are now under considera- 
tion”. So 1 want to know from him, tlirough you, Sir, how many minor 
schemes have bcuni execulcnl and at what <‘ost ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I cannot say tliat now but last year its. 10,001) was sanctioned for these 
schemes and this sum was placed at the disposal of tln^ District Magistrates. 
Some Disiii(*t Magistrates liave spent the sum, others have not. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister awau-e tliat the stei)s already taken by ( n>v('T’nment for cariying on 
pro])aganda regarding tlu^ “Grow' More Rood” cam])aign are not at all 
satisfactory and adf^quate? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not think that the propag*anda is not satisfactory . Tliere is a lot of 
paper propaganda but I w'ant more work and propaganda. 

’’Grow More Food” campaign. 

109. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state — ■ 

{a) whether the Government of Bengal contemplate to substitute a 
section of the production of jute by the production of foodgrains^ 
mainly rice, in view of the acute shortage of foodstuffs noticed 
during the last year and in pursuance of “Grow More Food”" 
campaign ; and 

{h) what steps have been taken by the Government to exploit the 
possibility of extensive production of wheat in the Province to 
make her less dependent on other provinces for wheat? 

The Hon’Ible Khan Bahadur Saiyed MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; {a) 

The maximum area for cultivation of jute in 1944 has been fixed at the same 
as in 194d, i.e., at half of the acreage registered in 1940. From the 
experience of last year it may be safely inferred that this will not interfere 
with the “Grow More Food” campaign. In 1943, the cultivators planted 
only 79 per cent, of the maximum acreage permitted while there w'as a large 
increase in the a(;reage under and a man paddy. In view of ihe high 
prices of food crops and the fact that seeds of improved varieties will be 
distributed according 1o the subsidy system it is likely that cultivators will 
take more to food crops as in 1943. 

(&) Wheat seeds were distributed in the last season at half price to bring 
new lands under wheat. For increasing the outturn of wheat crop, a scheme 
for irrigation by means of Persian Wheels has also been sanctioned. It is 
proposed to distribute 40,000 maunds of wheat seeds during 1944-45. 
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Failure of crop in Contai. 

110. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if his 
attention has been drawn to the fact the> in the Contai subdivision of the 
Midnapore district, the people are in distressed condition in the coastal belt 
area due to failure of crop ? 

(h) If so, does he propose to start test relief works and continue relief 
operations ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Yes. 

(h) After the cyclone of 1942 test relief works were taken up on a large 
scale in the coastal belt area and were continued up to the last rains when 
they had to be curtailed in order that labourers might be available for 
cultivation work. The question of re-starting test relief works in the area 
is now under consideration. There has been no stoppage of other relief 
operations. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Is it a fact thal ])ayiTients for test works 
wRich were (‘xecutiMl Iasi year ha\e not yid been niade!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The question is too 
general. Does the honourable member want to know the position of Contai 
or of other places? 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: I intentionally made it general, as I 
did not want to {'inharrass the (Jovernnient by putting it specifically . 

Mr. PRESIDENT; If it is general, you cannot put the question. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Is it a faci that unless fresh t(\st works 
are undertaken soon, test works done last year will all be spoilt? For 
instance, with regard to the test works in Hurd wan, if fresh test works are 
not undertaken, there they will all be spoilt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does U lal question arise? 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Because tlu‘ (lovtu’iimeiB has not yet 
decided whetlier the test works would l)e taken up soon. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With reference to the tiuestion of re- 
starling t('sl T-elief works, will tht‘ lion’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when the consideration or the conception stage will be passed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As soon as they an 
fully considered. 

Grievances of Hat Owners’ Association. 

111. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that 
the Hat Owners' Association, Calcutta, waited on a dei)utation on the then 
Reveijue Minister on the 20th November, 1942, for redress of their grievances? 

(b) Is he aware that among' other demands they pressed specially for 
(i) suspension of all ejectment suits instituted since the beginning of the 
war during its pendency by executive action or a special ordinance; and (ii) 
postponement till the end of the war of all decrees for arrears of rent and 
provision for repayment of outstandings by 36* instalments thereafter F 
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(c) Is lie aware that further representations to the same effect were 
submitted to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal on the 6th April, 1943? 

(d) Is he also aware that a further representation was made to the 
Governor on the 14th September, 1943? 

(e) Is he aware that on the 17th September, 1943, the Assistant Secretary 
to the Governor intimated that the said memorial had been forwarded to the 
Revenue Department for necessary action? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has 
been taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) to (e) Yes. 

(/) In view of the fact that the demand for houses in Calcutta even in 
the hustee areas has tremendously increased, the Hat Owners are not expect- 
ed to experience any difficulties in realising rents from their Thika Projas 
and in paying their own rents to their landlords. No action is, therefore, 
called for at present. 

Suspension or remission of rents in Contai- 

112. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be ])lcased to state if his atten- 
tion has l>een drawn to the fact that the condition of the peasantry of the 
Contai subdivision has seriously affected their paying capacity due to 
failure of crops in various parts of the subdivision caused by Kalighai and 
Subarnarekha floods in August, 1943, in succession to the cy(*loiie devasta- 
tion of the previous year? 

(h) If so, does he propose to consider the desirability of (i) exempt- 
ing from payment of rent and faxes for the 1349 and 1350 B.S., and (ii) post- 
poning realisation of loan money till the crop of 1351 B.S. is harvested? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Yes. The paying 
capacity of the cultivators in some areas of the subdivision has been affected 
by the failure of crops. 

(h) (?) Suspension or remission of rents is governed by the provisions of 
Chapter XfV of the Taiizi Manual. Realisation of rents flue from tenants 
in estates directly managed by Government were suspended for 1349 B.S. 
But no general suspension is considered necessary for 1350 B.S. 

(??') Only one quarfer of the loans advanced after the cyclone of 1942 is 
rec/)verable this year and it is considered that the bigger cultivators should 
be able to repay this without much inconvenience ? 

Staff in the Calcutta Quinine Sale Department. 

113. Khan Sahib ABDUL AZIZ; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Tlepartment be pleased to state, the total 
number of clerks, Sale Managers and other staff in the ('alcutta Quinine Sale 
Department at Calcutta? Of them how many are Muslims, how many are 
Scheduled Castes and how many are non-Muslims? 

(b) What are the qualifications, salary, pay and other emoluments, and 
the date of appointment of each of these staff ? 

(c) Was any advertisement published for filling up the posts in this 
Department in 1942, 1943 and 1944 ? If not, why not ? 
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MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr, Prem Hari Barma): (a) and (h) A statement is laid on 
the Table. 

(c) Most of the staff were drafted on to the Quinine Sale Depot from th©^ 
Presidency Jail where the distribution of (luinine used to be cairied on l>©for© 
the Sale Depot was opened in February, 1942. Since the opening of the 
depot only two clerical appointments have been made by direct recruitment 
of two Muslims from outside. These two. vacancies were not advertised. 
Superintendent, Cinchona, has been asked to advtu-tise all future vac.mcies. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clatLse (a) of qufstiop No. 113. 


Naino of posts. 

Total 
number of 
po.st.s. 

Total 
nurnbor of 
Muslua.s. 

Total number of non- 
Muslims. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Others. 

1. Sales Manager 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

2. Clerks 

8 

4 

Nil 

4 

3. Menials 

13 

7 

1 

1 

6 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of question No. 113. 


Names of staff. 

Qualifications. 

Date of 
first 

appoint- 

ment. 

I^resent 

pay 

per 

men- 

sem. 

Other 
em<) lu- 
men ts. 

Remarks. 




Rs. 

Rs. 


(1) Babu Abani Mohan 
Mukherjee, Sales 
Manager. 

Clerks. 

Read up to 
B.A. 

1-12-22 

1 

225 

Nil 

Officiated a« tempo- 
rary Sales Manager 
from 1st February, 
1942, and appoint- 
ed on probation to 
the ])oHt from Isl 

1 August, 1943. 

(2) Babu Rainoswar 

Mukherjee, Head 
Clerk. 

Read up to 
l.Sc. (Passed 
Book-keep- 
ing). 

17-12-23 

90 

14 

Dearness allowance. 

(3) Babu Gopendra 

Krishna Arnab. 

Read up to 
I.A. 

1-11-20 

75 

14 

+ 12 

Dearness allowance. 
(Sjiecial flay for 

stores.) 

(4) Maiilvi Ahmed Kabir 

Matriculate 

20-9-23 

75 

14 

Deanioss allowance. 

(5) Babu Bishnupada 

Do. 

15-12-31 

55 

14 

Ditto. 

Chakra varty. 






(6) Babu Nityananda 

l.Sc. 

3-1-39 

45 

14 

Ditto. 

Banorjoe. 






(7) Maulvi Muzammil 
Haque. 

Read up to 
B.A. 

1-5-41 

45 

14 

Ditto. 

(8) Maulvi Rashid 

I.A. 

17-6-42 

40 

14 

Ditto 

Ahmed. 






(9) Maulvi Kazi Abdus 
Sattar. 

Matriculate 

3-1-44 

40 

14 

Ditto. 
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Names of staff. 

Qualificationa. 

Date of 
first 

appomt- 

ment. 

Present 

pay 

per 

men- 

sem. 

Other 

emolu- 

ments. 

Remarks. 

Menial Staff. 



Rs. 

Rs. 


(10) Hare Krishna Dhar 

Car])enter . . 

14-2-42 

30 

9 

Dearness allowance. 

(11) Md. Suloman 

Do. 

21-12-43 

30 

9 

Ditto. 

(12) Jadu Singh 

Guard 

3-2-42 

13 

2 

1- 9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance, 

Doarnosa allowance. 

(13) Mirza Samad 

Do. 

22-2-43 

13 

2 

+ 9 

Compensatory allow- 
auco. 

Dearnes.s allowance. 

(14) Sk. Habib 

Peon 

1-5-30 

15 

o 

+ 9 

CoinpoiiHatory allow- 
anee. 

Dearness allowance. 

(16) Deonandan Missir 

Do. 

31-12-42 

13 

2 

+ 9 

( ’ompensal.ory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowanc'O. 

(16) Indu BliuHan 

Banerjeo. 

Do. 

1-1-44 

13 

2 

-1- 9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness al Iowan eo. 

(17) Ajaharuddin 

Do. 

10-1-44 

13 

2 

+ 9 

Compc'nsatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowance. 

(18) Abdul Rahaman . . 

Packer 

14-2-43 

13 

2 

+ 9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowance. 

(19) Ram Ch. Das 

Do. 

1-4-43 

13 

2 

9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowance. 

(20) Syed Hoasain 

Do, 

1-3-43 

13 

2 

+ 9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowance. 

(21) Chandra Mohan 

Das. 

Do. 

17-1-44 

13 

2 

-f- 9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowance. 

(22) Gholam Hoasain . . 

Duftry 

3-2-43 

13 

2 

+ 9 

Compensatory allow- 
ance. 

Dearness allowance. 


College of Pharmacy in Bengal. 

114. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon M>le Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) what action has been taken by the Government of Pengal to establish 

the College of Pharmacy in Bengal for which a donation of 
Rs. 2, 00, 000 has been offered by Dr. D. E. Anklesaria of 
Ahraedabad ; 

(b) what steps have been taken to improve the system of training of the 

Comx>ounclers (Pharmacists) on the basis of the proposal lormu- 
lated by the All-Bengal Pompounders’ Association (now Bengal 
Pharma ''eiitical Association) in the year 1934 and submitted to 
the Government by the State Medical Faculty of Bengal; 

(c) what action has been taken by the Government to improve the status, 

prospects and pay o-f the Compounders (Pharmacists) after the 
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raising of the minimum preliminai*y qualification for training to 
Matriculation of the University and the extension of the period 
of training to two years from 1928; and 
{d) what amount is spent annually training of the Compounders 

(Pharmacists) ? 

Mr, BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (r/) Tlic proposal 
hj^s been kept in abeyance as being impracticable during Ihe continnance 
of the war. 

(b) No action has been takem as the proposal to establish a College of 
Pharmacy includes this matter also. 

(c) None, as the tendency after 1980 was a general revision of pays in 
a downward direction. 

(d) No separate account is kept : the compounder-students are trained in 
Government Medical Schools. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: What happen<Hl to the offer of 2 lakhs 
of rupees which was made to th(‘ Government? Was the luoney actually 
paid to the Government? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: No; the money was not ])aid to the Government. But 
the matter pro(‘eedcd up to the point of an estimate for the college building 
and an estimati' for the capital and recurring ex])enditure of running it. 
But that was in 1941 and then it has been abandoned for the duration of 

the war. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: W1 ten was the offer 
made? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; In 1939. 

Dr, KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Is the offer still open or it is withdrawn? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The offer is still open. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What is the estimate<l cost for the 
establishment of such a college? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: At firs! the estimate was Bs. 5 lakhs; but subse- 
quently it has been revised. Now it will be approximalely Bs. T lakhs. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the recurring cost? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Hs. 7- >,000 per annum. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BENERJEE; Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister please state whether he proposes to request Dr. Anklesaria 1o raise 
the amount of the donation to Bs. 8 lakhs in order that the grant may be 
within the estimated amount of expenditure? 

Mr, BIREN ROY; As Government is not proceeding with tln^ s(*heme 
at the present moment, it does not think it advisable to write to the donor 
requesting him to increase the grant. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How is it that Government think it 
impt^cticable during the continuance of the war to establish a College of 
I^harmacy? Why should it be impossible to build a (hdlege of Phannacy? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Because no brick is available and therefore no build- 
iiig can be erected. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hoii’ble Minister please say 
liow long the donor has agreed to keep the offer open? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: That is not known to Government. 



696 OUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [17thApbii-, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Was any attempt made by Government 
to procure bricks through contractors? 

Mf. BIREN ROY! It is against the Control Order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What doee the llon’hle Minister mean 
by “Control Order”? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: In order to obviate 
the difficulty of procuring bricks, will Government consider the desirability 
of housing the college in a rented building? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: At the present moment that also is not easy, because 
in Calcutta there is house shortage and such a house will not be easily 
available. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ('annot such a building be se(mred in the 
vicinity of Calcutta? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As Government had already droppcal the question 
before sucli a question was asked, they are not in a position to consider the 
matter. 

Dr, KUMUD SANKAR RAY: If ihe ])roposal has beeii droj)ped, then 
what does the Hon'bie Minister mean by saving that the olho is still open?. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As the donor has not y^et withdrawn the offer, the 
offer may be said to be still open. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: AVill the Hon ble 

Minister please ascertain from Dr. Anklesajia if he is willing to raise his 
donation to 3 lakhs? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 have already answered that (piestion. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Government kindly reconsider 
the matter and start the colh'ge in a rented house and try to i-ent such a 
house in the vicinity of Calcutta or outside? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The (luestion is not only a (piestioii of house, Imt ahso 
of a very big plot of land to be attaclnal to sucIl a housi* and that is not 
available at the present mojuent. Government will take up the matter after 
the war and establish su<‘h a College of riiarmacy then. 

Represontations of Pharmaoists on the Governing Body of tho State 
M^ioal Faculty of Bengal. 

115. Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’bie Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department l>e pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether there was any demand from the Pharmacists (Compounders) 
to have their two reinesentatives in the Governing Body of the 
State Medical Faculty of Bengal, which body is the registering 
and controlling authority of the said profession of Phaimacists 
or Compounders; 

(h) if BO, what steps have been taken in the matter; 

(c) whether any action has been taken on the resolution passed by^the 

Bengal Pharmaceutical Association and submitted to the Govern- 
ment to change the present designation ‘T'ompounders” to 
“Pharmacists” ; 

(d) what steps have been taken to increase the scale of pay of Com- 

pounders ; and 

(e) why the Government have appointed unqualified and untrained 

compounders as compounders-cum-clerks in the famine hospitals 
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without availing- the services oi' the qualified and experienced 
compounders attached to the hospital and disj>ensaries like that 
of the medical officers ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaiuddm Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

{h) and (c) The proposals are under consideration of Government. 

(d) The question of increasing* the pay of comi>oiinders was not considered 
at the time in view of the general downward r(*vision of pay of all employees 
under Government. 

(e) Some un(}ualified men have hlien apjiointed as com[H)under-ciim-clerks 
in some 20-l)ed emergency hospitals as qualified comp'^ninders were not 
available in sufficient number. The sei' vices of qualified compounders 
attached to the existing muffasil hospitals and dispensaries will^ however, 
be utilised in the 20- bedded emergency hospitals located therein. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: TTere is a question on the agenda jiaiicr for answej- — 
who is going to answer i1 on behalf of ibe Honffile Minister in charge? T 
have no information from the TToirble Minister. I*>dh(‘r somebody should 
take responsibility for ;inswering bis question or there should be a re(|uest 
to hold back the (question. It is not for me to suggest tlu‘ bolding back of 
the qu(*stion. This is very unsatisfactory. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 

am sorry. Sir. This ina^^ be taken u]) tomorrow r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 hav(‘ re(‘(‘ived notice of a motion for adjournment 

of the TTouse by Mr Tjalit rbandra Das which rui's as follows: — 

‘^That this Coumul do adjourn its business to discuss a definite' matter 
of urgent public importance and of recent oc<*urrem‘e, namely, the 
very serious situation wdiicb has arisem out of the communal 
disturbance which o(*curred at the Saftkra'itfi M(d(i on the 

18tb April last at Gbagar under the police-station of Xotali])ara 
within the district of Farid])ur which resulted in som(‘ person bc'ing 
killed and eight womeTi missing, the Govt'inment having failed not 
merely in preventing the clash but also in tracifig the women and 
recovering and restoring them as yet to their proper guaT'dians.” 

Mr. Das, what have you got to say in support of this motion? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is a veiy s(‘rious matter. There 
is no doubt that riots take place in different ])arts of the (*ountry; but the 
position becomes serious when one community falls upon another, parti- 
cularly in connection with a religious function. This ])arti(‘ular incident 
took place on the 18th April last on the Chaitra Sankrnnti day wdien for 
the observance of some religious function people gathered together at 
Ghagar within the Kotaliiiara ])olice-station in the Earidpur district 
Members of one community fell upon another with the result thol one 
person was killed, which in itself is very serious, — and over and above 
this eight women were abducted Jiiid they have not been traced and restored 
to their proper guardians even now. This is very serious in nil conscience. 
The place of occurrence is near the police-station of Kotnlipara. So the 
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police, if they could not prevent the occurrence, could have at least traced 
these unfortunate women and restored them to their proper guardians. I 
bring this fact to the notice of the Council. But if Government make a 
statement in the matter and if it is regarded as satisfactory 1 shall not 
move the adjournment motion at all. I want the Government to make a 
statement as to what steps Government are taking or propose to take in the 
matter. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The Hon’ble Minisier in charge of Home Department who is to deal with 
the matter is not in Calcutta. He is Qicpected to return tomorrow. So, I 
would request the honourable member to put it oft till tomorrow. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das has suggested that if (tovernment makes 
a statement he will not press the motion. Tn that view of the matter, I 
am prepared to waive the question of urgency and will allow him to bring 
it up tomorrow. 

Mr, MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Tomorrow or on the next sitting day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are we not going 1o meet tomorrow? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: May or mav not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, if we do nol meet tomorrow, we will take 
it up on the next meeting day. T hope Government will be ready with a 
statement. After hearing the statement, I shall decide whether the motion 
should be admitted or not. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there is another 
adjournment motion standing in my name. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: T have not seen that yet. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Hut, Sir, it has been 
distributed to us all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T understand it had not been received by the office in 
time, so the adjournment motion cannot be taken up today. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: But, Sir, it liad been 
received bv the office at 10-30 a.m. — that is, three hours before the sitting of 
the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Do you mind moving your adjournment motion 
•omorrow ? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right. Sir. 

Mr, K, C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, T have also sent in a notice for an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not before me. Next item. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I h ave got a short-notice question 
regarding the hho[/ ration 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 have already called the next item. 

Governor’s assent to Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; T have to inform the House that the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, w^hich was passed by both Chambers of 
the Bengal Legislature, has been asstmted to by His Excellency the Governoi' 
under the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following communication 
has been received from the Government intimating the action taken by 
them on the motion regarding the Trading and Occupation of Land 
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(Transvaal and Natal) Act, 1943, moved and adopted by the Council on 
the 16th July, 1943, under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules : — 

“A copy of the address on the subject, together with copies of the 
debates thereon in the Bengal Ijegislative Couin'il, has been forwarded to 
the Government of India for ne(‘essary action.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before W(5 pro(*eed with the next item of bnsiTU‘SS, I 
may inform the House that 6 nominations have been k^ccIvcmI lor clecdioii to 
the committee for considering the draft anumdinents to rules oti, oT, 5(S 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 1 appoint, TiU'suay, the 
25th April, 1944, 10 a.m. to 1 i).m. as the date and time for holding the 
election to the committee. The eletdion will be held in the ante-(diamber 
of the President on the ground floor of the Legislative Building 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With reference to my adjournment 
motion regarding hhog ration for the Hindu deities, 1 want an answer lo my 
short-notice question to be given by the* Supply IMinister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is not here. You may mentif>n i1 tomorrow. 

^Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 mention tliis matter today so that 
the Hon’bb‘ Minister loi (dvil Su]q)li<‘.‘^, who is so scarce in this Honsc, 
may come prepared witli tlie statcmient tomorrows 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 11 t' will be here toniorittw aii<l \on ma\ nnmtion 
your adjournment motioji tomorrow, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, a statement 1 ia< be(Mi <'irc.ulated to 
us which shows that the total number of questions still lying unanswered 
is 145. It appears that several <j[uestions are pending from the first session 
of 1943, There is onejiuefition of 1942 on which we do not lay so much 
stress; but there are som<* questions pending from the first session of 1943. 
We want to hnow what will happen to these (ju(‘.stions. Do the Flon’ble 
Ministers seriously intend to answer these (luestions^ It is a valu(‘d right 
of the members of this House to have replies and answers to their cpiestions 
and that is why we devote one hour out of our daily sitting tor two hours 
to questions. It seems the Hon’ble Ministers do not care to answer 
questions. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I have drawn the attention of the non’hle Ministers coiuaoned to the pend- 
ing list of questions and requested them to answer the (juestions as quickly 
as possible during this session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are Government nauly witli their replies now? 
There was a recess of over a fortnight, and Government should have prepared 
their replies during this time? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, most of the answers are included in today’s list. Having regard to 
this, I think many of these questions have been answered since then. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Saliib, 1 understand that ihese 
questions are outstanding excluding the questions that have been answered 
today. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, in the footnote I find only those outstanding questions whicl) hecanu' 
due for answers on or before 2nd April, 1944, have been im bided. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sinre then, as far as I remember, in respect of my department there were 
only 9 questions outstanding, and F answered 4 of them today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The practice is that /only questions which are not 
answered within 15 days are shown as iiending. The (piestions wliich 
were replied to today were not included in the pending lisi. JSTow, Khan 
Bahadur Sahib, what do you projiose to do witli these questions:' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, all that 1 can do is to tell my colleagues to expedite the answers, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; T regret to observe that this is an attitude of non- 
co-operation on the part of (Government with this House. As the custodian 
of the rights and privileges of this House, I must impress uj)on Government 
that this is not the pro])er way of dealing with the Tiegislature. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble Ministers ar<' beirig jiaid 
by tile i-at e-payers 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Grder, order. That jioint does not arise. 1 have 
b('en very clear that Govtu’nment should answei’ tin' (juestions when they pio- 
poso to do so. But whether Government will answer these questions i^^or 
not is entirely theii- discretion; but they cannot keep questions pending 
indefinitely. 

Now, what do you propose to do!' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

T may again tell the Hon'ble Ministers that the Hon ble Tbi'sident wants 
that these (piestions must be answered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; T hope that you will be able to impiess u])on your 
colleagues that the House is feeling inqiatient on account of the delay in 
answering the (juestions. Tt is not fair. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN : Sii‘, with letereiK'c to your 
obseivation T may assure you that (xovernment do not want to disregard 
this House or unnecessarily delay in answering the (piestions. I may di’aw 
your attention to the fact that there ari' only two (hqiai tnunits wliiih are 
heavily engaged otherwise. You will find that the larg(‘st number of 
questions that rmnain unanswered are tin* (juestions pertaining to the (hvil 
Sujiply Department and the Hom(‘ Dejiartnient . Other di'part.ments are 
making every otfort to answer their respective (juestions. Over and above 
that, 1 can assure you that every effort is being made to answer the 
questions as (juickly as possible. The session is (‘ontinuing and we expe(d 
that it may continue for more days, and to answer these remaining 145 
questions, it will not take much time, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You will realise, Mr. Shahabuddin that if the scvssion 
is continuing, the honourable members’ right to put in fresh questions is 
also continuing, and the number of (juestions will go on increasing. The 
Cdiair fully appreciates the point you are trying to make out that these two 
dejjartments are the most heavily worked. I understand that in other 
countries also there are Government dejiarlments which are equally heavily 
worked but still the special responsibility of answering (juestions devolves 
upon the Ministers of the Crown. So, your explanation. I am afraid, does 
not satisfy me, and I am sure, the members of the House, as well. I may 
assure Mr. Sahabuddin that I do not like to make these observations but it 
is my duty to draw the attention of Government to these laches. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 am also sorry that these 
obseryations should have to he made by the Chair but 1 (‘an assure you, Sir, 
that it is only our woik in the service of th(‘ public, that prevents us from 
answeiinp- these (juestioiis in time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But tlie Bondde Mr. Sahahuddin ouf^ht 
to rememb(‘r tliat these (jiiestions also are ashed in th(‘ public interest. 
If you arc' a public servant that you describe yourself to be. you too should 
fulfil your duty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I lio]»e Mr. Shahabuddin has ooi (‘onsiderable 
influence with his Cabinet colleages and he will impress upon tliem that 
answers to these (juestions should be expedited as far as possible. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Bir, if after your rccpiest we do not get 
OUT' ([uestions answei-ed, what is the position that we stand in? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No remedy lies with the Cdiair. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: You can move a T?!otion ol 
adjouinmejit of the ITouse. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is not the reply which befits a 
popular Minist(‘r. Tt seems tliat underneath your there is 

Hitlerism. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Tt is nothing new, Sir, to 
have SOUK' (juestions outstanding. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As T take it that Government are g(»ing to apply 
their serious consideiation to tliis matter, need not furthei- })ursue this 
matter. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDJIA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir from the way 
Mr. Sahahuddin is speaking, it appears that he will make no effort 
whatso(‘veT . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wdl those observations of Mi . Shahabuddin were 
asid(^ — and not iiK'ant foi- tin* (diair. (Laughter.) 

Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item is the pr«‘^entation of the He])ort of 
the Selec't •Committee on the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of ])rivi» 
lege. Sir. The Select Coinmitt(*e’s Ile])ort has been submitted by the 
Hon’ble Ministe?’ but should not time be allowed to givt' notices of anc'mb 
ments or for motions for circulation ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhat \ Avas going to suggest is this ; let us take' up 
today the motion that the Bill, as refiorted by the Select Committee, be 
take!) into consideration, fjet us discuss that matter today and then 
a date may be fixed for putting in amendnumts on the clauses of the Bill. 
I fix 11 a.m. on the 2()th A])ril as the last date for putting in amendments, 
so that consideration of the Bill, clause by clause, may be taken up on 
Tuesday, the 25th. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I beg to move that the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as re])orted 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mption moved: That the B(‘ngal Diseases oi 

Animals Bill, 1944, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

In this connection, I may state that the Select Committee has not made any 
veiy drastic cliange in the original Bill. Only small changes of a minor 
natiiie have been made here and there. So I think that as the Bill is already 
long before the members of the House, there is no point in putting off the 
consideration of the Bill to any further date. A date may be fixed for its 
consideration, clause by (danse. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I may point out 
to the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you propose to speak on the motion? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: No, Sir, but 1 may 
point out that the note of dissent has not been appended to the Select 
Committee Report. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Yes, it has been. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Oh, 1 am Sony. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that no member is wiiling to speak on the 
motion before the House. The question before tlic House is: that the 
Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as reported by the Select Committee, 
be taken into consichuuition. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

May I just remind the House that the last date for putting in amendments 
on the clauses of the Bill is Thursday, the iiOth April, 1944, at 11 a.m.? 

The House now stands adjourned till 1-40 ji.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till l-f30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th April, 
1944. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 17th 
April, 1944: — 

U) Rhan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. K. R. Dutta. 

(6) KliLUi Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

t7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Kazi A'bdur Rashid. 

(15) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(16) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

(17) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(18) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 -No. 31. 


The Corxdi, itiei in tin* lic^islalivc L'haui^ of tiu* Build- 

ing, Calcutta,, on Tue.sdas, llic LSili A|ui*; itM4, at I-dO p.in., being the 
thirty-fi7-,st day of tli(‘ h'lrsl S(‘,^,-ioii ut l!Ml, pursuant to .sectioji {)l{2){a) 
of the (jioveniun'iit of India Act, iPdd 

Mr. President ((lie Hon hie Sir HiJo\ IbiAsao Si Non itoi, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Shops in CaiCiiUa under Radoning Sciieme. 

193. Mr, LALIT CHAN ORA DAS: \\ \ 1 the Jion'ble MiiUHter in 
charge of the Civji Supplies 1 )('[)ai'tineut, h<' jiteased to sla((‘— 

(a) how inaii \ (Ion eiui-ent siiops a'ni flow many inixate shops liavt' so 

far lieeii ojieuotl iii ('aleuita and its sulnirbs undei the Itationing 
Scheme ; 

(b) how many Ration (hird holders IlUno Ihauu alloiied to each (ro\ em- 

inent shop and to each pri'-ate shop; 

(c) whether the j)ii\ate slumps ha\e fieen selected by the ('ivii Supplies 

Depat t UK'iit all l-y i fienisel \’es ; 

(d) wdietlnn' tin' (h u’I Sooj)lit‘^ Dopiirt uumt considPui tin’ focal (Mianihers 

of Coniuiei't', ,smli a^ iiic Ind'an. the Heueal Aatontal and the 
Miirwaii ('hambeis o! Connu'iic and the Atanvaii As.sociaiion in 
this n!att(M' ol sehudinc )U“i\a(o slopes; if not, why not? 

(e) wdiether tlie ^IO^ eminent an* awa'‘e tha^ a l,o,pe bod\ ot public is of 

oftinion that tlic s(de( lioits f'v tlie Sup[»]i('s Deptirtinent is 

likely to lie a’bitrai ' and ma\' loan’ to eoj-rupt ion ; 

(/) how many of tliesi* toi^ai shoj>s ueic sele< ii'd fi-oni tlie e'cisting 
trade channo] ; and 

(g) whether tlii' Co\e;-nnieMi are av. a’(' tliat ilo' juihlii art‘ of o])inion 
that Government’s srleciii', oi ''hoo^’ U) no'ct tiu* dmuands of 
rationing in (hticnti- and its idatjl,..; I,, v; rvonc mainh contrary 
to the Govei'jouent ot India’s dimriAf' ti e->e the evisting trade 
channels to tlj'^ mav'nium ]n ss;h](‘ ('\tent ? 

MINISTER in charge of the fHVPL SUF*P* PES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : (a) 


Government shofiKS. 

Calcutta . . 440 

Tollygunge and Garden 
Reach . . 10 


Private sliops. 

Calcutta . . 400 

Howrah, Bally and 
Belur . . 24tl 


450 

Special for small estab- 
lishments . . 15 


Tollygunge, South 

Siiburhan and Garden 
Reach ... 127 


465 776 

(h) Government shoji — 

Private sho]> — To each private shoo 1,^00 jieimanent caifK', ‘^00 ipinjynrnry 
oards and 200 provisional cards have lieon allotted Infant s sug-ar ration 
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cards of the families of the above card holders are eligible for registration 
for sugar ration without restriction of number. Civil ration tickets issued 
to Military personnel on leave can also be registered without restriction in 
respect of all rationed commodities. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. But rice and aita shops selected by Marwari Eice Mills Asso- 
ciation, Calcutta Eice Mills Association and Calcutta Flour Dealers Associa- 
tion and approved by Civil Supplies ]>ei)artmeiit under retail rice distribution 
scheme, were taken into consideration. Further reference to local Chambers 
of Commerce was not necessary. 

(c) and (g) No. 

(/) All. 

Allegations against the Sufodivisional Supply Offtcer of Narail. 

104. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of Ihe ('ivi! Siipido's D<‘])artnH‘n I Ix' ])least‘d lo state whether he 
is av'are that, the villagers of Chandibar])ur union, police-station Narail, 
district Tessore, sent a memorial to His J^ixcelleiK'v the (governor of Bengal 
through the SubdiAUsional Otlic<‘r, Narail, and the District Magistrate, 
dessore, on the F2th Septemlxu', containing allegations against the 

Subdivisional Sii])pl\ Otliccr of Naj’ail. Tf so, will tlie Hon’lde Minister 
])lease enlighten tlu‘ Houx(> as 1o what vNere <he contents of th(‘ said 
memorial ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many such 
allegations have been re(‘eiv(‘d by him against this Subdivisional Supply 
Officer during the year ending on the 81st December, 1943? 

(r) If the answer to part (<i) be in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what, action has be(m taken or is iTitended to 
b{‘ taken in Ihe mattm'? Tf not, why not? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Yes 

The memorial contained allegations of favouritism in the selection of 
traders and official indifi'erence to the then prevailing economic distress. 

(h) No other allegations against the Subdivisional Supply Officer were 
received. 

(c) No action was taken or is intended to be taken as the allegations 
in the memorial were investigated and found to be untrue. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Arising out of (c), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who were the officers who investigated into 
these allegations ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; The District Magistrate of 
Tessore. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’hle Minister kindly 
state the gist of their repoit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; The gist of the report is that 
the allegations were found to he untrue. 

Cases before Debt Settlement Boards. 

116. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr, Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobis) : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Credit and Eural Indebtedness Department he pleased to state — 

(a) what amount of debts has been settled by the Debt Settlement 
Bo^irds in Bengal up to Tun®, 1^48: 
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(b) how many cases have been instiluied before them, how many dis- 

posed of by them, and how many are still pending^ before them; 

and 

(c) what portions of the debts, settled l)y the Boards, have been paid by 

debtors and how many eertifieaie eases have so far been institnted 
in the dilferent districts for realisation of the debts settled by 
the Debt Settlement Boards and what is the amount involved in 
such certificate cases ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath 
Mandal): (a) Rs. 21,88,(12,407. 

(b) Instituted 8,200,892 cases. 

Disposed of 2,51 9, SOU cases. 

Pending* 087,981 cases. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statenmit referred to in re/ply to clause, (c) of the question No. 1 lb. 


Serial 

No. 

1 

District. 

2 

Porfion of debts 
settled, paid by 
debtors. 

3 

Number of 
(•('rtificati' 
ca.s('H insti- 
tuted. 

4 

Amount 
mvolveil in 
certificate 
ease.s. 

6 

1 

Bnrdwan 

Not availnblef 

1,777 

Rs. 

1,30,110 

2 

Birbhinti 

Ditto 

.3,977 

08,416 

3 

Bankura 

Ditto 

2,24.6 

1,91,039 

4 

Midnapore 

Ditto 

9,796 

3,81,627 

6 

Hooj^hly 

Ditto 

2,990 

78,070 

6 

Howrah 

Ditto 

1,8.38 

70,730 

7 

24-Parganas . . 

Ditto 

5,004 

2,16,209 

8 

Nadia 

Ditto 

3,010 

72,784 

9 

Murshidabad 

Ditto 

7,200 

91,187 

10 

Jo.ssore 

Ditto 

7 272 

1,12,287 

11 

Khulna 

Ditto 

4,300 

83,838 

12 

Dacca 

Ditto 

0,4.51 

1 ,40,099 

13 

Mymonsingh . . 

Ditto 

20,459 

5,10,080 

14 

Pandjiur 

Ditto 

8,305 

44,978 

16 

Bakarganj 

Ditto 

12,629 

3,04,074 

10 

Chittagong 

Ditto 

8,614 

2,56,000 

17 

Tippera 

Ditto 

7,171 

1,33,801 

18 

Noakhali 

Ditto 

5,718 

1,22,402 

19 

Raj shall! 

1 )itto 

3,756 

36,128 

20 

Dinajpur 

Ditto 

8.254 

1,10,436 

21 

Jalpaiguri 

Ditto 

1,890 

30,132 

22 

Rangpur 

Ditto 

9,133 

87,096 

23 

Bogra 

l^itto 

11,758 

1,90,903 

24 

Pabnu 

Ditto 

7,697 

1,01,213 

26 

Malda 

Ditto 

29 

59,430 



Total 

108,349 

30,74,572 


♦(By award, certificate and dismissal.) 


fPayment of instalments of Debt Settlement Board awards is a private transaction betw^^en 
ihe debtors and the creditors and there is no provision in the Act to keep an account for the 

•ame. 

( After reading answer^) 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, before I sit down 
I give an explanation to the House that no printed copy of the question 
and answer was received in my office. Therefore, my office could not 
bring it to my notice and consequently I did not attend the Council 

yesterday. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Bui 1 am int'oj-med, Mr. Maiulal, by tlie Secretary 
that it waw sent to your office in time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Might be, Sir, your 
office sent it to iny oiiict* in time, but my offict‘ said that they had not 
received any printed copy of the question and answer, and therefore they 
could not place it before me. 

Study allowance to State Prisoners. 

117. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir); 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge* <d the Home Oe])ajtment b(^ pleased 
to state if lie is awan* that in the jiast State ])fisom'is and detenus have been 
granted by the (jo\(urimeut tin* facilities in the way of stii(l\ allowance and 
examination fees:' 

(h) Is it a fact that, such t'acilities are being at present refusi'd ? 

(c) Does he jiroiiosi^ to reconsider this decision and afford these facilities 
for study and examination allowances to all jieisons detained without trial? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Tin* detmius used to get study allowance, 
including (‘xamination lees, but not the Stale joisoinns. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The matter is iindi'r the considm at Ion of (loverninent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Aiising out of (m, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kind Is say since when tin' inallm' under tiie mmsideration of 
Ooviunmeut P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sim e two or three months. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Win n it is likely to c line to all eud ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ho|)(^ it Will come to an end 
within a month. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Arising out of (h) , 

wull the lloii hie Miiiistm* kiiidl_\ sa\ wlnui the la(‘ilitj(\s were refused? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Since the time wiien they 
were detained. 

Calcutta Tramways Company. 

118. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the (Commerce, Labour and Industries J)epartment be pleased to 
state — ' 

(a) whether the (Calcutta Tramways CVnniiany is a declared essential 
service company: 

(h) if so, wiiat concessions, on that ground, are granted by the Govern- 
ment to the IVmipany ; 

(c) the shape or manner in which those concessions or subsidy, etc., are 
given ; and 

{(]) the amount that has been expended on that score in 1942-43 on that 
company ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY, (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a ) Yes, the Essential Services 
(Maintenance^ Ordinance, 1941, has been ai)]>lied to employment under 
the company. 
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(6) Government do not grant any concession to employers in such cases. 

(c) and {d) Do not arise. 

Statement promised in reply to Council question No. 5 of the 17th September, 

1942. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Now, Mi'. Pain will read his staicnneni in reply to 
question No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: It is a leagtlu state- 
ment, Sir, and I hope it may he taken as read. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: What is the question, 
SirP We have not got any copy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 heliev( it was circ'ulated ycvsterduN . Put, do the 
hoiKHirahle memhers propose to ])u1 supi)lementaiy <|iiesiions on ilP 

Many honourable members: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, let it stand over. 

Adjournment motions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M ay I tmw move my adjournment 
motion, so that the Hon’hle tlie Home Minister who is h(*re now may, if ho 
likes, give us details of the incident P May I tell him through you, Sir, 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 think the i)ernjiBsion 
of the House must first he obtained hefore Mr. Das can move his adjourn- 
ment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Home Ministiu' does not seem 
willing to make a statement on the motion, as we understood yesterday that 
he would 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordcu'. I would like to hear the Government 
view on the subject. Sir Nazimuddin. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have no information on 
the subject, vSir. All I can say, theiefore, is tfiat if thc' honourable member 
will put down a slmrt-notice question on the subject, I shall be prepared 
to give a reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This is very unfortunate, Sir. We 
understood yesterday that a statement would be made today ; but now that 
the Hon’ble Home Minister finds us at a disadvantage in view of the presence 
of smaller number of Ofiposition memlxu's today, lie doi's not propose to 
make any statement but leaves the matter entirely to the vote of the House. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think that further 
time of the House should be wasted in this way, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you have got to choose between the two 
courses — either to press your adjournment motion or to put in a short-notice 
question, as suggested by the Hon’ble Home Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yesterday, we thought that Govern- 
ment were going to make a statement on Ihe matter hut today finding- us 
in a difficult situation the Home Minister asks tluit the ppruiission of the 
House should be obtained before I can move my motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; Take your seat, Mr. Das. You have misunderstood 
the position. The su«‘ge.stion came f]‘om you yourself that if the Grovern- 
ment gave an assurance that they would make a statement on the matter 
you would not move your motion. That is as far as I remember. The 
Hon’ble Home Minister was not present in tfie House yesterday and there 
was no assurance given on his hehalf. So what do you propose to do now? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; 1 would, in the first instance, like to 
read out my adjournment motion to th(‘ House, which is as follows: — 

“That tliis Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the 
very seiious situation which has arisen out of the communal disturb- 
ance which o(‘curred at the Chaifra Sunlira/iti M cJn on the 13th 
A])ril last at (Ihagar under the police station of Kotalipara within 
the district of Faridpur whicb resulted in some ])ersoTi being killed 
and eight women missing, the (lovermnent having failed not 
iner’cdy in preventing the clash but also in tracing the women and 
recovering and restoring them as yet to their projier guardians. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I give my consent to the moving of this motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; 1 accordingly beg to move 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Before you formally mov(‘ your motion, I must first 
ascertain whether you have got the pruanission of the House to do so 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; The message apjrears 

Mr. PRESIDENT; As 1 have told you, Mr. Das, the permission of the 
House must first be obtained : that is to say, it must first of all be found 
out it you have the support of 13 members in favour of your motion. There- 
fore, those who are in favour of the motion will stand up. 

(Less than 13 members stood up.) 

As less than 13 members have stood up, 1 take it that leave to move the 
motion is refused. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, the next adjourn- 
ment motion stands in my name. You ruled yesterday that 1 might raise 
this question today and 1 am doing so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Wh at have you to say in support of your motion ? 
Why do you place the resjxmsibility on the (iovernment for what has 
happened in this case? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; The judgment of the 
Honourable the Chief Justice has already been published in the newspapers 
and therein it has been revealed that Government has interfered with the 
course of justice 

Mr. PRESIDENT; What is the urgency? 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; The urgency lies in 
this that justice has been interfered with and there is apprehension that in 
similar cases such interference may take place again. Indeed, we do not 
know whether such instances are not already taking place; so, in order to 
prevent the recurrence of such happenings and incidents 1 want to bring 
forward this motion for discussion on the floor of the House. There are 
various other matters also connected with this which require ventilation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; May I hear irom Government about this matter? 



The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I tliiiik, Sir, there is no 
urgency in the niatter am] it is jmrely an expression of opinion. If I get 
a suitable opportunity, 1 will make a statement. But, Sir, I think there 
is no urgency in the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; But in view of t\*;, judgment of tile High Court 
and the observations made by Ihe Hon'bb' tbe Chief Justice, J give my 
consent to this motion. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; May i read the 
motion F 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; I beg I . move ihat 
this (Viumnl (hi adjouin ils bnsinoss to disc-uss a definile mallrM- of urgumt 
public importance, namely, tlu‘ unwarranted in teidrurmce by Coveinimmt 
with th(‘ administration of justice as revealed in th(‘ observations contained 
in a recent judgment deliveied by tin* Hon’ble the ('liief rlustice sitting 
with Mr. Justice Lodgi' in tin* case in which one Khan SaJiib Hatem Ali 
flamadar, a nuunber' of the Bengal TiCgislat i V(‘ Ass(‘mbl\, was Ix'ing tried 
before a lVlunsif-l\[agistiat(‘ of Barlsal tor criminal Ineach ol trusi as well 
as in the case in which ec'rtain [Husons were ]irosecuted and jilai-t'd on trial 
before anothm- Munsif-Magistrnte at Burdwan and which the Covernment 
by a confidential cii'cular desired to be droirpi'd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Th ose wdio ar‘(‘ in sujiporJ of the motion, will ])lease 
rise in their seats. 

As the number is less than Id, permission for moving the motion is 
refused. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; Siiy the next motion is mine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards your motion, I do not think it is a 
definite matter ' 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; It is definite in that tlie strike was 
for four days and it is of the utmost public interest and of recent 
occurrence 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your motion ruirs as follow^s : — ‘‘Idiat this fjouncil 
ilo adojurn its business to discuss a matter of urgtmt ]niblic imjiortance, 
namely, the policy of the Government in wu'thholding rmrsonable facilities 
* “Eeasonable faciliti(‘s'’ is a very indi'finite torni. What 

facilities have been actually witbheld has not been mentioned. So 1 think 
it is out of order and 1 refuse my consent to your moving tire motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; The next motion is mine. It runs as 
follows: — “That this C'ouncil do adjourn its liusiiiess to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, tbe situation that has arisen 
in Bengal particularly in Galcutta on account of the severe scarcity of soft 
coke for household purposes.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr Mazumdar, you brought an exactly similar 
motion on the 24th of last month, 1 believe, which you yourstdf withdrew. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, it is a continuing grievance as no 
soft coal is available now. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You withdrew that motion yourself and no new 
situation has arisen sinc^e then. So, I feel that there is neither any urgency 
in the matter nor it is very definite and in view of the fact that you yourself 
withdrew it, 1 refuse consent. 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, I give notice 
that I shall move in this session (hat the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944, he considered and passed. I request you, Sir, to fix a date for 
the purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:* 1 fix 11 a.m. on Friday, the 21st April, 1944, for 
sending in amendments both (o the substantive motion that the Bill be 
taken into consideration as well as for the clauses of the Bill. The Bill 
will be taken up for consideration on Tuesday, tlie 2bth April, 1944. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 21 st April, 
1944. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 21st April, 
1944. 

Members Absent, 

The following members were* absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
April, 1944:— 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(8) Ml. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Beza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(b) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(9) Mr. AV. B. (>. Laidlaw. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(12) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(18) Mr. K. S. Purssell. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(IG) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(17) Mr. J. W. R. vSteven. 

(18) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1044^ No. 32. 


The Councle met in the Lef»‘islative Chamber of the lyef^'islative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 21st April, 1944, at d-dO p.ni., being* 
the thirty-second day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62(^) (a) of the Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Bov, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Comment of Mr. Hutchings on food situation in Bengal, 

119. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Will the 
Hon ’bio Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether — 

he is aware that Mr. B. H. Hutchings, c.i.E., T.c.s., Secietary to 
the Government of India in the Dopariment of Food, made a 
statement a few days ago at New Delhi commenting on the 
present food situation in Bengal after his recent visit to this 
Province ; 

(h) the statemcoit. was to the ellVct that he deprecated all attem])ts ai 
‘‘taking Bengjil into a second famine” and that conditions this 
year were veiy dift'erent from those prevalent last yeai* as Bengal 
had a hiim])er ric(‘ (*ro]) sufficient to feed h(*r po}>ulation ; 

(c) a joijit statement issued by Mr. A. K. Fazlul TTuq, Ijeader of the 

Progressive Coalition Parly, Dr. Shyamaiirosad Mookerjee, Leader 
of the Nationalist Party, Mr. Kiron Sankar Boy, liCader of the 
Official Congress Party, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Deputy Leader 
of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party, Mr. Samsuddm 
Ahmed, liCader of the Krishak Proja Party, ami Mr. Hem 
Chandra Naskar, Leader of the Independent Scheduled Caste 
Party, in the Bengal I legislative Assembly in reply to certain 
remarks made by Mr. Hutchings enquiring of the source of his 
infonnation was not allowed by this Government to be published 
in the newspapers ; and 

(d) if the answer to part (c) is in the affinnative, whether the HoiPble 

Minister will he pleased to lay on the Table copies of both the 
statements and to state why and under what law the publication of 
this joint statement was banned P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NazimudSin) : {a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) The Provincial Press Adviser advised Ihe press not to publish the 
statement referred to. 
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{d) Coi)ieB are laid on tlie Table. Publication of the statement was not 
banned under any law. The Press was advised not to publish the statement 
in pursuance of the general polit^y of Government that the publication of 
any matter which is likely to undermine public confidence and retard the 
return of normal conditions should be discouraged. 

Statement referred to in reply to question No. 119. 

FOOD SITUATION IN BENGAL. 

No Second Famine. 

Central Food Department Secretary's Optimism. 

New Delhi, February, 22. — Commenting on the present food situation in 
Bengal, the Secretary of the Central Food Department, who has returned 
to Delhi after a short visit to Bengal^ deprecates all attempts at ‘^taking 
Bengal into a second famine^’. (V)mplacency or ill-considered optimism 
is one thing, but defeatism is anotlicr, and liis view is that conditions this 
year are very different from those^prevaleni last year. This year Bengal 
has a bumper rice crop sufficient to feed its j)opulaiion. In addition the 
Central Government have undertaken to supjdy to the Government of Bengal 
a quantity of foodgrains estimated as approximately eipiivalent to the amount 
required to feed greater Calcutta, on a rationed basis for 13 months, and 
finally Calcutta is now rationed. 3die Provincial Government are proceeding 
cautiously with their purchases in a(‘cordance with the pre-arranged plan 
but their purchases have already been considerable from the aman crop and 
it is re]jorted that they have in additiofi over 100,000 tons of foodgrains in 
reserve at Calcutta. The important thing now is to secure movement of 
stocks to key jx)int8 in deficit areas, in accordance with the (hvil Supplies 
Department’s co-ordinated plan. A visible demonstration of success in this 
should be sufficient to (lonvince producers that it is neither necessary* for 
them to hoard nor wise to hold on in the hope of another rise of prices. 

On the question of Calcutta rationing, the Fond Secretary feels that the 
administrative scheme has been w^ell conceived and a good beginning has been 
made, though undoubtedly there are some complaints from the publi(‘. The 
main points of criticism are the (juality of rice su])plied, the size of the 
ration to heavy workers and the number of retail shops. As regards fhe 
first, it is admitted that the quality is uneven and the Provincial Govern- 
ment are endeavouring to secure improvement. In view of Bengal’s position, 
vis-a-vis the rest of India, the claim for increase in the basic ration can hardly 
be sustained : good alternative grains are available to supplement the ration 
and in addition industrialists are encouraged to o])en canteens. The number 
of retail shops is already engaging the close attention of the rationing 
authorities . — ( A . P . ) . 

Submitted for Press Advice. 

Ix)cal and Bombay, 

Calcutta No 

Calcutta, February, 27. 

The following joint statement has been issued by the leaders of various 
parties in opposition in the Bengal Legislative Assembly in reply to certain 
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remarks made by the Food Secretary, GoTemment of India, in a recent 
debate in tbe Central Assembly relating to the food situation in Bengal : — 

‘‘Our attention has been drawn to a stat<‘ment recently issued by 
Mr. Hutchings, the India Government Food Secretary, from Delhi, regarding 
the food situation in Bengal. It appears that Mr. Hutchings was in Bengal 
a few days ago but we are not aware of any attem])t made* by him to contact 
public opinion in the Province. We were not even aware tliat he was in our 
midst. It is, therefore, reasonable to presume that he looked into the food 
problem in Bengal througli the eyes of the ministry and the officials, 
and the over-o])timism which he has shown is, therefor(‘, (‘asily ex])lained 
It is not our intention to raise any scare nor, so far as we are aware, any 
attempts are being made by the jmblic for “taking Bengal into a second 
famine”, as has been insinuated by the Food Secretary, but we feel that at© 
shall be failing in our duty tf> the public if we do not point out that the 
complacency in official circles is fraught with great danger. Mr. Hutchings 
had deprecated all attempts at “taking Bengal into a second famine”. W© 
wonder whether he realises that a «nnilar complacency on the part of the 
Government last year since the advent of the new ministry was to a great 
extent responsible for what he evideiitly calls the “first famine” towards 
the end of last year. Let not that tragic blunder be repeated in 1944. We 
are told that then* has l>e(m a bumper crop in Bengal this year but a mere 
bumper crop without a sound scheme of procurement and distribution cannot 
save Bengal from another famine. Already reports of rising prices and 
scarcity of rice and ])ad(ly arc daily poui'ing in from different jiarts of Bengal, 
sj)ecially from (k)milla, Chittagong and Dacca. Whether it is due to Gov- 
ernment purchase of (inridn crop, size of which has been admitted to be 
“considerable” is for the GoAernment to say. Government have also so far 
done little to make a visible demonstration of success by moving foodgraius 
to deficit areas Syniptonis are, th(*r(*fnr(‘, dis(| nieting. What ])eople suffer 
from is not “defeatism” but want of confidence in the present ministry’s 
capacity and integrity to tackle the situation in a manner consistent with 
the welfare of classes of peo])le. Complacency in high (luarters and y)ious 
wishes would not a(*hieA^e anything. Nor will confidence be restored by 
prevention of legitimate criticism of official policy and action relating to 
food.” 

The signatories to the statement are: Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, Leader of 
the Progressive Assembly Party and of the Opposition, in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly; Dr. Shvamaprosad Mookerjee, Leader of the Hindu 
Nationalist Party in the Assembly ; Mr. Kiron Sankar Boy, Leader of the 
Official Congress Party; Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, T/eader of the Bose Group 
of Congressmen in the Assembly; Mr. Samsuddin Ahmed, Leader of the 
Krishak Proja Party; and Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar, Leader of the 
Independent Scheduled Caste Party. (A.P.I.) 

Raj Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the reply given by Mr. Amery to a question put by 
Mr. Sorensen in the House of Commons a feAv days ago wa^^ to the effecT 
that anotliei' famine ia not teyond the bounds of possibility? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does that question arise, Rai Bahadur.® 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEEs Sir, it does arise in 
tliis way : Mr. Hiitchinf>‘s said that he deprecated all attempts at 
‘‘taking Bengal into a second famine”, hut Mr. Amery’s reply to the 
question in the House of Commons conveys the impression that there may 
be a second famine. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Amery only stated certain farts. He did 
not express his own views, so I do not think that the question arises. 

Ban on the Ben^l Comitiittee of Indian Federation of Labour, 

120. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Home Department l>e pleased to state why 
han has been imposed hy the Suhdivisional Officers of Asansol and Burdwan 
on the Bengal Committee of the Indian Federation of Labour, which is the 
only anti-Fascist and pro-war organisation and which constantly supported 
the war efforts of the country, to hold meetings since Tune, 1943? 

(h) Were repeated requests made bv the Indian Federalion ' of Labour 
(Bepgal) for the lifting of the ban and, if so, why has not the ban yet 
been lifted ? 

(c) When is the ban proposed to be removed ? 

The HOfi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There has been no ban in 
Burdwan subdivision. In Asansol, members of tlie Federation were not 
permitted to speak at meetings other than those of the National War Front, 
as it was feared that industrial unrest might result. The ban has since 
been withdrawn. 

Improvement of Agriculture in Bengal. 

121. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department be pleased to state what measures have been taken 
by the Government of Bengal to attract the educated young men of the 
Province to the agriculture^ and agricultural pursuits? 

(h) How many schools and collejres have been established to impart, 
exclusively agricultural education to the students of Bengal and where have 
they been opened and what is the annual expenditure for the same? 

(r) What measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal with a 
view to agricultural reconstruction in Bengal after the war? 

(d) Is he aware that the Government of the Punjab have already taken 
'iteps to draw up such schemes for the Punjabi soldiers? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Educated 
young men are always advised through leaflets, bulletins, lantern lectures 
and exhibitions to take to agriculture and agricultural pursuits. Demons- 
tration of improved methods of agriculture by use of improved seed, 
manures and implements is included in the normal programme of activities 
of this department. 

(h) One college and two schools have been established by Government 
'or the purpose. The college at Dacca imparts higher agricultural educa- 
tion while at the two schools, one at Dacca and the other at Chinaura. 
secondary agricultural education is imparted. The total annual expenditure 
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amounts to Rs. 1,50,000. Besides these, the following four institutions 
impart exclusively agricultural education : — 

(?) Daulatpur Agricultural Institute at Daulatpur (Khulna). 

{ii) B. K. Agricultural Institute at Rajshahi. 

{Hi) Jadavpur Agricultural Institute at Jadavpur (24-Pargana8) . 

{iv) Barrackpore Agricultural Institute at Barrackporo (24-Pargana8) . 

(c) A Committee have been formed to formulate schemes for post-war 
reconstruction. 

{d) This Department is not aware of any such scheme. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: With referen(‘e to (6), will the Hon’hle Minister 
please stab* if it is sufficient to have only two such schools in Bengal 
wdjich have an agricultural po]mlaiion of 70 per cent.? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is asking for an expression of opinion. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be j)Jeased to stat(‘ how and wher<‘ these educated young men of 
Bengal aj-e being advised in this way? This is wilh ?■( fejejict' to (o). 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

'I'hey are being* advised through j)osters and publications that are being 
circulated from time to time by the Agriculture Department. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Are se] )arate classes 
h(dd for this purpose? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

N(x, this ohjeci i,^ acc<im])lished tlirough the issm* of h'afl(ds :nid ])ostei’s, 
etc. No se])arate classes are held. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Have any arrange- 
ments been madt' for instructing -^(diool ho\'s in tlic im])i*oYed system of 
agriculture* through the medium rd' leaflets, hulh‘tins, lante]'n lectures and 
exhibitions? 

The Han’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

In some unions demonstration farms have been started, known as union 
farms, and they are attached to Middle English Scliools g(‘nerally, and 
the necessary agricultural education and instruction is given in such 
schools. But as regards ordinary schools, no such arrangement exists. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: AVill the Hon ble 

Minister please state what aefion has been taken for the ])urposc of 
checldng the quality of seeds that are su])plied by Government to the 
agpriculturists for cultivation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; With reference to which portion of the answer? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: With reference to {a). 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAl^ZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The seeds are supposed to be tested before they are supplied. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MAKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please state whether the wheat seeds supplied this year to the cultivators 
have proved ineffective and did not germinate in most of the areas 
supplied by the Government? 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not think that the question arises: from a 
general question you are going to a particular one. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; No, Sir. The Hobble 
Minister says that the seeds are tested before supply. I now want to 
know whether 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your question is: wlietlier wlieat seeds, that were 
sui)])lied tbis year by the Government department, germinated. That is 
a s])eeific question, a particular question, whereas the answer is in very 
genera! terms only. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Unless this is elucidated, 
]K)ssibly — — 

Mr, PRESIDENT; I do not think your question arises out of an 
answer of a genera! nature. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; I wanted to know why if 
they were tested befor(‘ being sni)p1ied, tli(‘y have not germinated or 
proved inelfective: However, T bow down to your ruling. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister awar(‘ that the number of demonstrators attached to the Agri- 
culture Department is too inadequate to cope with the work? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Ves, 1 admit it is inadequate. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Arising out of (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wdien the committee appointed 
to formulate the scheme of ])osi-w’ar Teconstruction are likely to complete 
their labour 

Thb Han’ble Khian Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

1’hey liave already started their Avork and 1 think it w'ill take a year to 
com])]ete their labour. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quest ions over. 

Mr. HARIDAS NAZUMDAR; Sir. 1 have tabled a short-notice 
question with regard to the jation t<> deities and I trust it has 

been admitted by you. May I enquire when that question is going to be 
replied ? The Sup])ly Minister is not present today. 

The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What short-notice question, 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Short -notice question about bhog ration for deities. 

I believe it has been admitted, so far as ] remember. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; In that case, Sir, it will be 
jeidied to on the next sitting day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, 1 have also tabled a short-notice 
question regarding the price of rice in Dacca and 1 trust you have admitted 
it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I think it came to me only yesterday and as far as 
I remember I admitted it. 
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NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bill, 1944. 

Mr, NUR AHMED S 1 beg* to move: that the Bengal Orphanages and 
VVidows Homes Bill, 1944, as passed Ivy the Assembly, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, 1 really feel great pleasure in moving this motion. 1 feel great 
pride in associating myself with a Bill which has been sponsored in the other 
House by a lady member — it I remember aright by the hrst lady member 
who brought any Bill in the Bengal Legislature. It is desirable that the 
social life in Bengal should be made better and the purpose of this Bill is 
to regulate^ and control the institutions which go in the gtiise of charitable 
institutions, some as widow's homes, some as orphanages and such other 
institutions here and there. T know, Kir, that there are some institutions 
which are doing very useful service to the cause of humanity; but there 
are some institutions wliich are carried on by the organisers with an 
ulterior purpose — witli the purpose of making profit by running these 
institutions. Man;\ heljilcss women fall prey to designing persons who, 
taking advantage of the good name of these institutions, trade in helpless 
widows and girls and make profit thereby. 

Sii*, a1 the jiresent moment a movement is on foot by some designing 
Iversons, some (*vil-doers to take advantage of the present post-famine 
condition to carry on a very prosperous traffic in women. They may sot U]v 
— they have already set up such institutions with the evil design of 
trafficking in women through those institutions. This Bill is very simple. 
Idiis Bill proivoses <h;it no in.stitution of such a nature should exist without a 
lii'ence and those that ai’e in existence will have to take a licence within a 
period of (> montlaN. Foi n(‘w institutions of this nature, licence 
sliould first be jvrocured. This Bill contains healthy and wholesome 
provisions to ch(‘ck tliis giowing evil. It is desirable that such a homf 
or a mariiage bureau, whatevm- may be the name of the institution or 
orphanage, should be managed and conducted in accordance with section 
1() of the Society Begistration Act. This, 1 think, is a very necessary 
condition of licence because the surroundings of the institutions must be 
healthy. 1 think no honourable member should object to this Bill. 

There is another provision in this Bill regarding tlu' inspection of 
these institutions. In (hilcutta, the Commissioner of Boli(‘e, and in the 
mofussil areas the District Magistrate rvr any I)eput\ (Commissioner of Police 
or any other offici^r authorised in writing in this behalf by the Commissioner 
of Policie or any Magistiate authorised in writing in this 
behalf by the District Magistrate or any person not in the service of the 
Crown when authorised in writing in this behalf in (Calcutta by the (Com- 
missioner of Police or elsewhere by the District Magisf^ute may enter 
and inspect any orphanage, widows’ home or marriage bureau at any time 
by day or night and the society having control of such institution and 
the jversons in charge thereof shall not refuse such entry or inspection. 
This is the main provision of the Bill. Sir, I think there would be no 
objection to the acceptance of this Bill by the House. T hojve with the 
passing of this Bill these institutions wdll he conducted under a healthy 



718 


NOIST-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[21st Aprii, 


atmosphere. There might be some opposition from persons who are 
interested in this business. I again congratulate the honourable lady 
member who originally sponsored this Bill. T think' she has done a great 
service to Bengal by sponsoring this Bill. ' 

With these few words, I move the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved; that the Bengal Orphanages and 
Widows’ Homes Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into 
consideration. 

(Aftei some pause.) 

As thei(‘ is none to s])eak on this motion, T put it to vote. 

Idle question before the House is: that the Bengal Orphanages and 
Widows’ Homes Hill, 1944 (a^ ])assed by the Assembly), be taken into con- 
sideration. 

(The motion was agreed to). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next motion cannot be moved today, because 
no opportunity has been given to the honorable juembers to send in their 
amendments. So, J fix 11 a. in. on Wednesday, the 2()tli instant as the 
time for jmtting in amendments. It will be decided latcu' on when the Bill 
would be taken up, clause by ( lausc*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, (“.annot the time be fixed at 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I h ave no objection if that suits tlie convenience 
of the honourable members. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; That will suit us very well, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. Then amendments to llie clauses may 
be sent by 1 p.m. on Wednesday, the 291 h instant. 

The Bengal Amusement House Smoke Nuisance Prohibition Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

Mf. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with your permission I beg to 
substitute Eai Bahadur Eadhica Bliusan Iloy in the place of Eai Sahib 
Jogendra Nath Eay and Mr. Biren Eoy ' in the place of Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee. I accordingly move my motion as amended that the 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed, Minister in charge 

of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, , 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Eai Bahadur Eadhica Bhusan Eoy, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(7) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Mrs. Labanysrprobha Dutt, 
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(9) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(10) Mr. Bireii Boy, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by f.he 30th June, 1944, and that 
the number of lo embers whose presence shall be necessary to constihite a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, I do not like to speak on the Bill just at the present moment, and 
I hope that the Bill he referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting- of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed, Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Tiocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

{ 2 ) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Kai Bahadur Itadliica Bhusan Boy, 

(G) Mr. Huinayun Kal)ir, 

(7) Mr. M('Hl>ahnddin Ahmed, 

(8) Mrs. liabanyaprobha Dutt, 

(9) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(101 Mr. Biren Boy, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruciions to submit their re])()rt by tlu‘ 30ih June, 1944, and that 
the number of iiieinl)ers whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall he four. , 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill lx* circulated tor the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st August, 1944. 

Sir, there is a clear provision in the Bill that nobody shall be permitted 
to smoke in a cinema house or in any ])lace of musical performance. So I 
think that there will be diiference of opinion regarding this j)rovision, and 
Government ought to know what is the general ojiinion of the people 
before this can be allowed to go to a Select Committee. Therefore, I move 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of (diciting public opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the Bill be circulated for 
the jiurpose of eliciting oi)inion thereon by the Gist August, 1944. 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, as the other House is likely to sit at 4-15 p.m., I would request you 
to adjourn the Council at 4 p.m. Government are prepared to allot another 
day for non-official business. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT; The suggestion is that the House should adjourn 
at 4 o’clock today, and Government are prepared to allot another day for 
non-official business. I hope the honourable members will have ^no objec- 
tion to this proposal. 

85 



720 MEMBERS ABSENT. [21st Aphii,, 1944.] 

Mr. LALiT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may we know whether it would be 
a Bill day? 

Mr, PRESIDENT; That depends on the Chair and the Leader of the 
House. We can arrange it among ourselves. So I take it that there is no 
objection to the proposal, especially in view of the fact that Government 
are prepared to give another day for non-official business. This situation 
has arisen because of some inadvertence on the part of Government. So 
I adjourn the House till 1-30 p.in. on Tuesday, the 25th. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 25th 
April, 1944, 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 21st 
April, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humayun lieza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(10) Maulana Muliammad Akram Klian. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Mookherji. 

(13) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(14) Mr. K. S. Purssell. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Hahman. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Hashid. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Hay. 

(18) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(19) Mr. J. W. R. Stevens. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 33. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 25th April, 1944, at 1-dO p.m., being the thirty- 
third day of the First Session of 1944, persuant to section 62(^)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Presideui (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singii. Roy, k.c.i.e.) wa» 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Firing near Puiraii Thana Mosque. 

122. Dr. KA8IRUDDIN TALUKDAR; {a) Will the Hon hi© Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether h© is aware 
that the Press Adviser to the Government of Bengal held up all reports about 
firing near the Puran Thana Mosque, Kishoreganj, for a considerable length 
of time and did not permit such reports to be published in the papers? 

(h) Under what authority did the Press Adviser prevent publication of 
such reports ? 

(r) Under what authority was the Press advised by the said officer not 
to publish the Chief Minister's statement made on the floor of the (^'ouncil 
regarding the^ Kishoreganj firing incident? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : This refers t-o a period wlien 1 was not in office 
and regarding which 1 am unable to give any information. I cannot give 
reasons why the previous Government acted in a particular manner. 

Agricultural Institutions in Bengal. 

123. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state 
if the Agricultural Institutions at {i) Rajshahi, (ii) Daulatpur, (iii) Jadavpur 
and (iv) Barrackpore have been designed to impart agricultural education of 
secondary standard ? 

(h) Have the curricula of these Agricultural Institutes been drawn up in 
consultation with the Agriculture Department and are these at par with that 
of the Secondary Agricultural Schools at Dacca and Chinsura under direct 
control of the Agriculture Department? 

{(') If the above reply is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state the number of successful candidates who have come out of the 
Agricultural Institutes at Rajshahi, Daulatpur, Jadavpur and Barrackpore, 
and also the number of passed students who have been employed in the 
Agricultural and other allied Departments of this Government? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the total amount of Govern- 
ment and private funds hitherto spent on theee Institutes separately? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister please consider ways and means of absorb- 
ing passed students of these four Institutes in suitable employment under 
the Government? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes, so far as 
the Agricultural Institutes at Daulatpur and Rajshaki are concerned. 

The standard of agricultural education imparted at Jadavpur and Barrack- 
pore Agricultural Institutes is different from that imparted in Government 
Secondary Agricultural Schools. 

(b) The curriculum of only the Daulatpur Agricultural Institute is drawn 
up in consultation with the Agriculture Department and is at par with that 
of the Government Secondary Agricultural Schools at Dacca and Chmsura. 
The other Agricultural Institutes do not consult the Agriculture Depart- 
ment in framing their curricula. 

(c) Eleven students passed from the Daulatpur Agricultural Institute in 
1942, out of whom only six were available for employment in the Agriculture 
Department, In 1943 four students including three non-Bengalees passed; 
two were offered employment but only one joined. 

Students of the Rajshahi Agricultural Institute, when available, have 
been employed in the Live Stock Section. 

The authorities of the other Institutes do not send up the names of 
successful students nor do the latter offer themselves for employment. 



Government 


Name of the Institute. 

contribu- 

Private 


tion spent 
up to date. 

funds. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Daulatpur Institute 

38,300 

18,000 

B. K, Agricultural Institute, Rajshahi 

Nil 

46,752 

Jadavpur Institute . . . , 

Nil 

50,510 

Barrackpore Institute 

Nil 

1,43,767 


(e) The successful candidates of the two Institutes at R-ajshahi and 
Daulatpur are offered service in this Department. As for the students of the 
other two Institutes there is no objection to their being employed in the 
Department if they are found vsui table. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Do the Government propose to help the 
Daulatpur Agricultural Institution with further funds, it being a private 
institution ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It 

is being helped and if the institution makes an application for further grant, 
it will be considered. 

Death due to starvation in Calcutta. 

124t Mf, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state the number of persons who died due to starvation in the different parts 
of the city of Calcutta since the assumption of office by the present Ministry ? 



1944. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


723 


Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Defiartment the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): No 

such heading as ‘"starvation” appears among the statutorily specified causes 
of death in the register of deaths; in fact, no separate record of deaths from 
starvation was kept. So the information wanted is not available to 
government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if what appears in the daily paper as deaths from effects of starvation 
are deaihs from starvation? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It means deaths from other causes not recorded, 
such as, malaria, cholera, etc. If the honourable member will be satisfied 
with figures of deaths in Calcutta Emergency Hospitals, 1 can supply it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The figure is 6,730 in the year 1943. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Since which month? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Since June. 

Muhurrum processions. 

125. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if he is 
aware that — 

(i) in 1943 and in this year also, MnhvrniTn processions were allowed to 
paradofcthe public roads of Burdwan town with uncovered Petro- 
max Hffhts and mashals; and 

(ri) the Hindus were forced to finish immersion processions of images 
before 7 p.m., but the Muslims were allowed to use lights freely 
and to continue their processions up to 10 p.m.? 

(h) If so, will he please state the reasons for this differential treatment? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) No. In both 1943 and 
1944, lights were carried in violation of the lighting restrictions. In 1943, 
the licensees were warned and this year they have been prosecuted. 

(ii) No force was used. The Hindu licensees adhered to the conditions 
laid down in their licenses. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Muslims were allowed to carry on procession 
up to 10 p.m. — nothing has been said in answer to clause of the 

question. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: They were not so allowed and it has already been 
stated that there have been certain prosecutions in 1943. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Have any steps been taken 
against those who have violated the rules ? Nothing has been said in regard 
to 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, it is a printing mistake: clauses {a){i) and (ii) 
fihould have been taken together. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: With regard to (rz) (//), I 
want to know whether the processionists continiiefl up till 10 p.ni. and, if 
so, what steps have been taken against them ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As I have already said, in answer (v), lights were 
carried in violation of the rules and they have been prosecuted. 

Participation of Government servants in the election campaign. 

126. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI ! Will the Hon ble 

Minister in (‘harge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{a) if it is a fact that Mr. Ahmad Hosain, Police Magistrate, Sealdah, 
has proposed one Kazi Ashraf Ali as a candidate for election to the 
Calcutta Corj)oration in the present general elections; and 
{h) if a Government servant is entitled to propose, second or other- 
wise actively participate in the election? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : A report has been called for from 
the District Magistrate, 24-Pargaiias, regarding part {<i) of the ([uestion. 
A reply will be given as soon as the report is received. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any answer is possible now with regard to question (/;) ? 
Nothing has been said about it in the answer. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: This answer should not have been inserted here. I 
read it as it appears. The answer is that no Government servant is entitled 
to give any indication of the manner in which he propqJ|s to vote and as 
such he cannot propose or second. 

Production of foodstuff in Bengal. 

127. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : {a) Will the 
Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are aware that Bengal depends largely upon 
the imports from other Provinces and countries for some of its essential 
requirements of foodstuffs, such as pulses mustard and sugar? 

(b) If so, do the Government propose to take steps to make Bengal self- 
supporting with regard to these essential foodstuffs ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 
Yes. 

(b) Yes, as far as possible. 

Some 12,592 maunds of gram, 7,433 maunds of lentil, 4,406 maunds of 
mustard seeds and 39,055 maunds of improved sugarcane cuttings have been 
distributed among the cultivators during 1943-44 for sowing purposes with 
a view to obtain increased outturn at the next harvest. 

Local holiday in Jeesore. 

128. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Collector of Jessore has declared that there will he i‘t> 
local holiday in 1944 in the district of Jessore; 
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(h) what reasons have led the Collector to issue such an order; 

(c) whether in many of thowse local holidays observance of religious 

rites and ceremonies are enjoined on and practised by both 
Hindus and Muslims ; 

(d) whether the Practice and Procedure Manual empowers the Collector 

in any way to withhold or scrap the usual local holidays ; 

(e) whether discretion allowed in the matter to district authorities is 

only regarding the selection of days or dates; 

(/) whether he is aware that the said order has caused considerable 
public feeling; and 

(g) whether representations from representative l>odies have come to the 
higher authorities in protest against the order in question ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) and (e) Yes. 

(6) To deal with the increased work and to pievent accumulation of 
arrears of urgent and important work. 

(d) and (e) In view of the present emergency the usual arrangements in 
regard to holidays have been suspended and the heads of departments and 
offices have been instructed to discontinue the routine observance of holidays. 

(/) No. 

(g) One such repiesentation has been received and is under the consi- 
deration of Government. 


Cases of starving women. 

129, Mir. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state. — 

(a) if he is aware that pangs of starvation had diiven women in various 
districts of the Province in despair to take to a life of shame ; 

(h) (i) if the Government propose to found a Destitute Women’s House 
in Calcutta; 

(ii) if the reply to part (h) (i) be in the affirmative, whethei the Govern- 
ment have appointed a Ladies’ Committee under whose supervi- 
sion and control the Institution is going to be i*un ; if so, who 
are the members of the Committee; 

(c) (i) if the Government have started Destitute Women’s Homes in the 
rural areas of the Province; if so, what are the names of the places 
where they have been founded with the names of the members of 
the Committees under whose control they are being run ; and 
(it) if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mir. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Some reports to 
this effect have been received by Government. 

(b) (?) Yes. 

(ii) Steps have already been taken to appoint such a Committee with 
the Revenue Minister as the President, Mr. A. K. Chanda as Secretary 
and prominent ladies and .gentlemen engaged on social welfare work as 
members. As soon as the consent of the members whom it is proposed 
to appoint to the Advisory Committee is received, the constitution of the 
Committee will be announced. 
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(c) (i) Yes. A statement giving the necessary particulars in respect 
of the “Homes’* is laid on the Table. 

(it) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (c) {i) of question No. 129. 

Kamee of districts. Names of the location where the Destitute Particulars of manage* 
Women’s Homes have been founded. ment. 

Homes. 

6 Under Government man- 
agement and control. 

1 Babu Hiralal Maitrya, 
Zamindar, Lakshya, is 

7 in charge of the house 
and is assisted by other 

members of the Relief 
Committees. 

1 Under a Managing Com- 
mittee with the Sub- 
divisional Officer as 
Chairman of the 
Committee 

4 The one in Munshiganj is 
run by a Special Com- 
mittee with the Sub- 
divisional Officer as 

President and the 

5 Circle Officer as Secre- 
tary, while the other 

three are riui by the 
respective Union 

Relief Committees. 

1 It is run by a Ladies’ 
Committee imder the 
supervision and control 
of the Subdivisional 
Officer. 

1 Rim under the manage- 
ment of the local 
Relief Committee mider 
the direct supervision 
of the Circle Officer. 

12 Under Government man- 
agement and control. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTTA: Arising out of {h) (//), will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state llie names of the prominent ladies and 
gentlemen proposed for membership of that (Committee and whether C'ouncil 
members are being included among themr' What are the qualifications of 
members who are going to cater to the needs of women Have they run. 
any women’s organization, if so, what are their number? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; As for the names, I 
want notice. For the information of the honourable member I may say 
'that lady M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. are included on this Committee. As 
regards qualification, those ladies and gentlemen who are expected to fake 
interest in this matter have been taken. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTTA: Arising out of the statement, will 
the Hon’ble Minister please state whether he proposes to support or help 
private individuals or municipalities to start such homes in the 24 -Pargaiias 
and in the suburbs of Calcutta which are so thickly populated and where 
last year so many destitute women were found roaming about ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. 


1 . Midnapore . . At Paniparul, Balighai, Gopichak, 
Basantia, Satmile and Bhaga- 
wanpur in Contai subdivision. 

At Lakshya in Tamluk subdivision 

Total 


S. Dacca 


At Manikganj 


At Munshiganj, Dighirpar, Taltola 
and Tangiban in Munshiganj sub- 
division. 


Total 


S. Hooghly . . At Arambagh 


4 . Khulna . . At Daulatpur 


6. Mymensingh . . Through the district 



1944.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


72'3 


Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTTA: Are there any private homcx in 
the 24-Pargaaas and in the suburbs of Calcutta? 

The Hon'ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as 1 am aware, 
there are homes but I cannot give the exa^’t number. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Does the Hon'ble Minister propose to start any 
more // o7n es ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: If the situation so 
demands. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In view of the fact that (yhittagong has been 
vitally affected due to famine conditions, will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any more homes will be opened in (’bittagong!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The matter is under 
consideration. 

Rural Development Board in Bengal. 

13B. Mr, NUR AHMEDI (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge oi 
the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state if any 
provincial rural development board on the lines of Bombay has been formed 
in Bengal with a view to preparing schemes for the development of rural 
Bengal after the war? 

(b) If not, do the Government propose to form such a board in Bengal? 
If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a) No. T have 

no information regarding the Bural Development Board, Bombay. 

{h) The subject of rural development will come under the pairview of 
the Bengal Post-War Beconstruction Committee. No separate board is 
considered necessary at present. 

Smoking in the tram oars. 

1S1. Rai Sahib JOG EN DR A NATH RAY: (a) Will the HoiPble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Tiocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if the Government are aware of a resolution passed 
by the Corporation of Calcutta, drawing the attention of the Calcutta Tram- 
ways Co., Ltd., to the annoying, unhealthy and dangerous practice of 
unrestiicted smoking in tram cars? 

(h) If so, are the Government aware of any measures taken by the Tram- 
ways to remedy this evil? 

(c) Are the Government aware of smoking restrictions observed in public 
conveyance in other cities in India, viz., Bomba\ , Delhi, etc.? 

{d) Are the Government aware of strong jmblic demand foi* some sort of 
restrictions on the unrestricted smoking in public conveyances and in places 
of public amusements, e.g., cinemas, theatres, etc.? 

(e) Are the Government aware of the fact that the demand for restriction 
of such unrestricted smoking have been y&vy strongly supported by the 
Press ? 

(f) Is it a fact that a largely-signed petition praying (or restrictions of 
■tnoking in those places was addressed to the Minister in charge of Public 
Health through the Director of Public Health in the month of September, 

ms? 
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(g) If 80 , what action do the Government propose to take in this matter? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf Of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): {a) Yes. 

{})) Yes : notice boards requesting the public to refrain from smoking 
aie being affixed. 

(c) Yes, in Bombay. 

(d) and (e) No. 

if) No such petition was received by the Director of Public Health. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Government be pleased 
to lake steps to remedy this evil? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The Tramways Company are already taking it upon 
themselves to remedy the evil. So it is unnecessary for Government to take 
any steps. 

Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state at least the average death-rate from all causes in previous 
years up to 1942 and during the period from June to December, 1943, so that 
we may know the difl'erence between the average death-rate of the previous 
years and the abnormal death-rate from June to December, 1943? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All averages are not available. But as the (juestiou 
(h) refers to the Burdwan Division only, the Burdwan Division average 
M available and I may state that — 


Burdwan Division. 

Urban. Rural. 


District. 

Average 1942. 

June to Decem- 

Average 1942. 

June to Decem- 



ber, 1943. 


ber, 1943. 

Burdwan 

1,162 

1,769 

22,019 

31,903 

Birbhum 

51 

86 

14,616 

31,862 

Bankura 

653 

1,010 

16,521 

29,866 

Hidnapore 

810 

1.863 

31,897 

66,073 

Hooghly 

1,887 

3,389 

12,151 

16,341 

Howrah 

4,012 

7,641 

7,281 

18,446 

Mr. BANKIM 

CHANDRA 

MUKHERJI: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to take 

1 steps to have a heading of 

“Deaths due 

to starvation” 


for future guidance? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For a heading of tleaths due to starvation and maB 
nutrition, instructions have already been issued, and it will be available in 
future years. 

Doaiths due to starvation. 

132. Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

{a) the number of deaths from starvation in the streets and different 
hospitals of Cahmtta since June till the end of the year 1943 ; and 
(h) the number of deaths from the same cause in each of the districts 
of the Burdwan Division, giving the number in the urban and the 
ruraj areas separately? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): There is no such 
heading as “starvation” among the statutoriK specified causes of death in 
the register of deaths and in fact no separatv record of deaths from starvation 
was kept. So the information wanted i'< not available to Government. 

Deaths duie to starvation in Calcutta. 

133. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(o) the total number of starvation mortality in the streets and different 
hospitals of Calcutta and its suburbs since duly last till the end 
of December, 1943 ; and 

(b) the total number of deaths from the same cause and in the same 
period in the difterent parts of the Province? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad); No separate record 
was kept of deaths from staiwation and the information is not available to 
Government, 


Small-pox in Chittaigong. 

134. Mr. NUR AHMiED: Will the HonTde Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that small-pox has broken out in some thanas of Chitta- 
gong in an epidemic form and there have been already many deaths 
from this disease ; * 

(h) if it is a fact that there is an urgent need of proiuTilgation of orders 
making revaccination compulsory in (diittagong ; 

(c) if it is a fact that both the Distiict and Municipal Health Officers 

have made strong representations to the local aiithorities for 
making revaccination compulsory in Chittagong; 

(d) if it is a fact that supjily of lymph for vaccination and revacciuation 

in Chittagong has proved inadequate to check the epidemic ; and 

(e) if so, what special measures, if any, have been taken by the Govern- 

ment of Bengal to check small-pox epidemic in Chittagong? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad); (a) The disease 
did not break out in an epidemic form. 

A statement showing small-pox attacks and deaths in the various thanas 
of the Chittagong district from Ist January to 2(ith February, 1944, is laid 
in the Library. 

(6) Yes. Small-pox regulations under the E[iidemic Diseases Act which 
make vaccination or revaccination compulsory in the case of all persons 
exposed to infection have been promulgated in the district since 8th Febru- 
ary, ]944. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. Supplies totalling 5 lakhs doses were sent in 18 consignments at 
regular intervals between January 6th and March 14th. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Mra NUR AHMED: With reference to (a), will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state what is the total number of attacks and deaths from cholera in 
'Chittagong for the months of January, February and March, 1944? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, I am giving the statement, week by week. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I do noi want a weekly statement but only a 
monthly statement. I want a statement for the whole month. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I was going to give a weekly statement but I will 
.give you a monthly statement instead, if you want that. Here are the 
figures: In the first four weeks of January, the attacks were 89, 22, 69 and 
-52 and deaths during that i)eriod were 8, 17, 12 and 12. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: What about the months of February and March? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I have no figures available for March but I may 
-quote figures for February which are as follows : — Attacks during the first 
four weeks were 60, 78, 20 and 86 ; deaths 13, 18, 20 and 38. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Does it not show that the death-rate is still on the 
increase ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It shows a slight increase, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Pain. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, I have already called upon the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pain to make his statement. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: All right, Sir. 

Statement by the Hon’ble Mr. B, P, Pain. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: I beg to lay on the 

table the statement promised in reply to Council Question No. 5 of the 17th 
^September, 1942. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What is the statement about? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it is a printed statement containing a reply 
to a question. It was going to be read on the last day but was kept pending 
only at the request of some honourable members to enable them to ask 
-supplementary questions. I find that no supplementary questions are going 
to be asked, however. 


Statement promised in reply to Council Question No.S 
of the 17th September, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, I lay the following 
■statement which was promised in reply to question No. 5 on the i7th 
September, 1942 : — 

Question. 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and 
Works Department be pleased to state how much have been spent from 
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the contribution by the Central Government and from the Provincial 
Government Fund on — 

(?) improvement of roads and communication; 

{ii) improvement and construction of bridges; 

{Hi) on excavation of khals and navigable channels; and 

(iv) oil irrigation works in the district of Chittagong? 

(b) What are the si'hemes and projects on which the amounts mentioned 
in part {a) have been spent? 

(c) What further irrigation scheme, improvement of roads and con- 
struction of bridge i^rojects in Chittagong are still pending for allotment of 
necessary funds? 

{d) Are any irrigation and other schemes for Chittagong still pending 
and have not been sanctioned as yet? If so, what are they? 

Reply. 

{a) (i) A . The expenditure incurred from the contribution by the Central 
Government falls under two separate heads, viz., — 

(1) From Rural Uplift Grant. — The details of expenditure from this 

grant are noted in Statement (No. 1) laid in the Library. 

(2) Road, Develop'rnent Fund. — The details are noted in the Statement 

(No. 2) laid in the Library. 

B. Expenditure incurred from Provincial Revenues is noted in State- 
ment (No. d) laid on the Table. 

(ii) A. The details of expenditure incurred from Rural Uplift Grant 
are noted in Statement (No. 4) and those from the Road Development Fund 
in Statement (No. 5) laid on the Table. 

B. The details of expenditure incurred from Provincial Revenues are 
noted in Statement (No. b) laid on the Table. , 

(Hi) and (iv) No amount has so far been spent from the Provincial 
Revenues. An amount of Rs. 18,566 has so far been spent from the Govern- 
ment of India’s grant for minor drainage and flushing schemes and for 
improvement of village communications including waterways. Some of the 
schemes serve the purpose of irrigation also and the amount spent on such 
schemes is Rs. 8,509. 

(h) The list of schemes in respect of (i) roads and communications and 
(ii) bridges has been noted in the Statements laid on the Table in connec- 
tion with the answer to part (a) as far as available. 

The names of irrigation works as per (Hi) and (iv) have been noted in 
Statement (No. 7) laid on the Table. 

(c) With reference to my previous answer to (c), I am to add that steps 
are being taken to take up the two irrigation projects, mentioned therein, 
viz,, (1) improveipent of the Dhurang khaly and (2) re-excavation of the 
Hunger khal. These two schemes will be financed out of the Provincial 
Revenues. 

(d) Already answered. 
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Names of schemes in 
respect of improvement 

{Source of funds. of existmg communi- Amount spent, 

cations excluding 
waterways. 
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tComoJetad In February. 1942. tComnleted in March, 1942. 
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'Completed in December, 1942, 
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Statement No. 7. 

List of Schemes. 

1. G-omai Bil Drainage Scheme. 

2. Ee>excavation of Gomdaudi khal ia police-station Patiya. 

3. Thandachari Nashi in police-station Hathazari. 

4. Re-excavation of Bholamara Dhoba khal in police-station Eangunia. 

5. Ee-excavation of Sonaichari khal in police-station Mirsarai. 

6. Ee-excavation of Sreemati khal in i)olice-statioii Anwara. 

7. Ee-excavation of Asiakhali khal in police-station Patiya. 

8. Re-excavation of Gopinath Chhara in police-station Mirsarai. 

9. Re-excavation of Dhemichar khal in police-station Rangunia. 

10. Re-excavation of Binajuri khal in police-station Fatikchari. 

11.. Re-excavation of Beolia khal in police-station Anwara. 

12. Re-excavation of iChenga and Ghainder khal in police-station Ramn. 

13. Re-excavation of Nazirghona-Kamalagodha khal in police-station 

Ramn. 

14. Re-excavation of Kharaiia khal in police-station Patiya. 

15. Re-excavation of Tel pari khal in police-station Fatikcheri. 

16. Re-excavation of Katakhali khal in police-station Anwara. 

17. Re-excavation of Katakhali khal in police-station Ramzan. 

18. Diversion of Sitalpur Chhara in police-station Sitaknnd. 

19. Excavation of Nalvila canal in police-station Chakaria. 

20. Diversion of Maghadia khal in police-station Mirsarai. 

21. Sluice Box at Pilatkata khal in police-station Kutubdia. 

22. Re-excavation of Buraniai Bijiulchara in police-station Rangunia. 

23. Straightening the course of Domkhali khal in police-station Mirsarai. 

24. Re-excavation of Boarkhali khal in police-station Hathazari. 

25. Barabil Bundh in police-station Ramu. 

26. Bazirpar Bundh in police-station Ramu. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have an adjournment motion 
standing in my name. It relates to the Department of Civil Supplies. But 
as the Hon’ble Minister is not present today, will you please permit me to 
mention the matter when he comes next? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I would submit that 
at this stage it is not a question of the Hon’ble Civil Supplies Minister being 
present. First of all, the Chair must judge whether it is admissible or 
not 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I have considered the matter and I feel 
that it is hardly a definite matter of urgent public importance, because the 
question has been before the public of Bengal for the last one year. As 
far as I remember, this question was raised more than once on the floor of 
the House especially in connection with the budget discussion ; so I am 
afraid it will be a mere re-iteration of the same matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you kindly allow me to put in my 
point of view in this matter, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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Mf. LA LIT CHANDRA DAS: I fulh" realise your point of view that 
the position regarding* the price of rice in Bengal was commented upon 
■during the budget discussion. That the situation had very much improved 
in the meantime — that also is true. But since the price-control order 
regarding rice was circulated throughout the districts of Bengal about a 
week ago, the situation has become worse. The order was not flouted till 
April loth. But since April 15th when the latest price-control order was 
passed fixing the price at Rs. 15 per maund, since that date, if you will 
scrutinise all the press-cuttings, copies of wliich I forwarded to you with my 
letler, you will find that in many parts of Bengal the price of rice has risen 
•enormously — so much so that it has created a panic. In Dinajpur, the price 
of rice has risen up to Rs. 27 a maund, in Munshiganj, the price varies from 
Rs. 20 to Rs. 24. In Jessore, in Mymensingh, in Dacca the price has been 
very high 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
I do not think at this stage the honourable member can discuss the merits 
of the subject-matter of this motion. He is quoting figures: so he is dis- 
cussing the actual merits of the case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is making this statement in support of 
his motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 submit, Sir, if he is 
allowed to discuss the merits of the case now, it will defeat the very purpose 
of the rules which disallow discussing the merits at this stage. The mode 
of discussion should conform to the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Shahabuddin, 1 have asked Mi. Das to .substan- 
tiate his case foi* admissibility of his motion; and in doing so he is, I believe, 
stating all these facts. He is not entering into the mei'its of the case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: But, Sir, he is entering 
into the merits. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, let me hear what he says. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I am not going into the merits of 
the case and what I say is in conformity with the rules regarding adjourn- 
ment motion. The first condition is: whether it is a matter of urgent public 
importance. I shall show that it is so. Mr. Shahabuddin cainnot deny that 
the statement I am making contains actual facts. It is a matter of public 
importance in this way, viz., that the situation has gone from bad to worse 
since 15th April last. Today is 25th April and no relief has been given. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das is trying to support his proposal by saying 
that the situation has become very acute during the last week. As such, 
it is a definite matter of urgent public importance, I think that is his view. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Yes, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: On a point of order. Sir 
I may mention that the rule requires that there should be a definite matter 
of urgent public importance. In the motion as drafted, there is no mention 
of any definite matter. It is so vague and indefinite. I would, therefore, 
request you to consider whether it conforms^to the rules about the admissibi- 
lity of adjournment motions. 



1944.] ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 737 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the point whether it is definite or not, 

I hold that it is definite. The real point for consideration is : whether in 
view of the fact tliat this House discussed this question more than once 
during the last few months, it can be raised again. Now, Mr. Das, what is 
the new point that you are making? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we discussed the rice situation in the 
past, there is no doubt about it. But since then a new sitmition has arisen 
and it has developed in such a manner that unless Government intervene, 
the people will be in the throes of another famine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, more than once the Opposition tried to 
make out that Government had failed to enforce the price fixed by them and 
more than once you wanted to censure Government exactly on the same 
ground. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it was never discussed in the form 
of an adjournment motion. Through this motion we want to point out that 
the Government has failed to make effective their price-control order about 
rice and that this has resulted in acaite distress amongst the people of the 
province. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A similar motion was once discussed in the House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It was withdrawn, vSir; il was not 
discussed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, do you mean to say that the price-control 
order referred to in your motion was passed recently? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, on the ir)th April an order was 
published fixing the price of rice at Rs. 15 per maund. Since then the price 
of rice has gone up. In several places, such as, in Madaripur, Munshiganj, 
Mymensingh, Khulna, the rice has been selling at Rs. 25 a maund. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I he«ir Government on the point? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am sorry the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department is not present 
in Calcutta and I have not had any previous intimation about this motion 
being taken up. So, it is very difiicult for me to refute the wild charges 
and allegations made by Mr. I^alit Chandra Das 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I object to the words “wild charges". 
I have cited several facts and figures which have been published. The 
Hon’ble Minister must be careful about the expressions he uses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I would request the 
honourable member not to put so much faith in the newspaper reports. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Shahabuddin, you cannot reply at this stage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, in trying to justify 
the admissibility of his motion, the honourable member has made certain 
statements which, if allowed to go unchallenged, will be very harmful. So, 
I have to protest against and contest these assertions of the honourable 
member. As far as the admissibility of the motion is concerned, I have 
already mentioned, Sir, that in my humble opinion, it does not fulfil all the 
conditions laid down for a motion like this. The drafting of the adjourn- 
ment motion has not clearly made out that the matter is definite. The 

87 
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motion is vague and indefinite. It is not a new order at all. It is s 
continuation of the previous order. We hiive been trying to bring down the 
price of rice gradually. First, it was lls. 17, then Rs. 16 and then it has- 
been sought to reduce the price to Rs. lo. Actually, this order does not 
create any new issue. You, Sir, yourself have observed at an earlier stage 
that this matter was once discussed and so it cannot be discussed again 
during this session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: According to our rules, a motion must not revive 
discussion on a matter which has been discussed in the same session. This 
principle is laid down in rule 99. Now, Mr. Das wants to make out that 
a new order was prom\ilgated only on the 15th April last and since then the 
price of rice luis gone up and Government have failed to enforce their new 
order. I would have liked very much lo hear Government specifically on 
that point. I quite realise, Mr. Shahabu<ldin, that you cannot reply to 
all these points, be(*ause you are not conversant with the details pertaining 
to the Civil Supplies Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, if I had got an earlier 
notice of the motion, I could have replied. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If I admit it today and a date for discussion is fixed 
later on, would you be in a position to reply 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, a statement has been 
made by him that the price of rice has gone up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will be for you to contradict in your reply. 
Meanwhile, I give my consent to the motion being moved. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: vSir, we object to the discussion of this 
motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The motion runs thus: that this (Council do adjourn 
its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the failure of the Government to make effective their pri(‘e-control order on 
rice resulting in acute distress amongst the people of the province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you kindly permit me to move 
the motion in the presence of the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise at this stage. Let the 
motion be first admitted. 

Those who are in favour of the motion being moved, will please stand up. 

(Less than 13 members rose in their seats.) 

As less than 13 members have risen, the permission to move the motion 
is refused. 


The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The next item is *'The Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944.” 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I mention the hhog ration 
question now, or shall I mention it in the presence of the Hon’ble Minister 
for Civil Supplies who is absent today ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, mention it in his presence. 
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Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I sent in an amend- 
ment regarding clause 2 of tliis Bill which was perhaps a little late. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it was received late but I admitted it, and I 
hope Mr. Mukherjee will be able to supplv copies of his amendment to the 
honourable members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: Sir. 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944, be taken into consideration. 

Clmme 1. 

« The question before the House is : that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

CJauae 2. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill*. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 do not move the amendment standing in my 
name, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you not move any of your anuMulmeiits 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No, Sir. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 beg to move that in clause 
2 of the Bill, in sub-clause (/;), the following be added at the end of the 
pro^msed clause {la) \ — 

Sir, the reason of the amendment is that Government propose that they 
will not take charge ol an embankment but if repairs are necessary, they 
would repair embankments and then realise the cost from the persons who 
are benefited by the embankment. By the amendment that I propose I 
want that notice should be served on those who are benefited by that 
embankment to the effect that if within the time specified under the rules 
of the Act the embankment is not repaired, then only Government ^ill 
undertake the repair. It may be that the people may be able to repair the 
embankment within a very short space of time if they know that if they do 
not repair the embankment they will have to pay a much larger cost which 
the Government will incur for the repair of the embankment in terms of the 
Act. Therefore, I propose to introduce an additional clause to clause {la), 
so that if after notice the people who are going to be benefited by the 
embankment do not repair it, then Government will repair the embank- 
ment and realise the cost from the people who are likely to be benefited by 
it. That is my proposal. It will go to the relief of the poor people in not 
having to pay a large sum and at the same time they will get the embank- 
ment repaired, if notice is served by Government. I hope Government will 
have no objection to this inoffensive amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of the Bill, 
in sub-clause {h) , the following be added at the end of the proiwsed clause 
{la) 

“and such repair work is not effected within a time to be specified by 
the people benefited by the embankment”. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, I beg to support the amendment 
moved by my friend, Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. This is a very 
reasonable amendment. I think it had escjaped /he attention of the framers 
of the Bill to put in a provision like this. I hope that this amendment will be 
accepted by the Gfovernment with good grace. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: Mr. President, Sir, 
I am unable to accept the amendment for several reasons. In the first 
place, our experience in the past has been that repeated requests for 
repair of embankments have been ignored by the zemindars. In the 
second place, the amendment seeks to establish that the period of time 
within which the repair has got to be effected should be specified in 
consultation witlj tlie people themselves. That, Sir, will leaj] lo endless 
correspondence and delay, and will absolutely nullify the purpose which 
we have in view. I am, therefore, sorry to have to oppose the amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I not say a few 
words in answer to the reply of the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you have no right of reply. 

' (The amendment was negatived.) 

The motion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was agreed to. 

The question that the long title and preamble stand part of the Bill 
was then })ut and agreed to. 

The Hen’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Coun- 
cil, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.; 

Thi9 Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I beg to move that the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as reporter 
V the Select C'ommittee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. .PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as reported by the Selec 
Committee, be taken into consi<leration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 3 star 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Clause 4. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 4 
}tand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

a a use J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that clause 6 
itand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clmise 6. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Clause G stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause {2) of 
dause 6 or the Bill, after the word “railway” in line 2, the words “or 
jy steamer” be inserted and that for the word “any” occurring in the same 
ine, the words “any other” be substituted. 

Sir, what is proposed to be done by this amendment is this : Sub- 
dause {2) of clause 6 runs as follows: — “Nothing in sub-section (7) shall 
prevent the carriage by rail or by any mechanically-propelled vessel of a 
ype approved by the Provincial Government of any animal or thing 
■ef erred to in that sub-section through an infected area”. So far as the 
^^ord “steamer” is (‘oncerned, it was carried in the Select Committee but 
rhen the Report of the Committee was placed before me I found it scored 
hroiigh in red ink. Therefore, I gave a note of dissent. It was urged 
)y the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Bill that there was the expression 
‘mechanically-])ropelled vessel of a type approved by the Provincial 
Tovernment” which would make up for the defect. But T may point out 
hat the word “steamer” would make the meaning quite clear. Sir, it is 
»iie thing to get a particular word passed in the House and quite another 
o leave it to the Provincial Government to make up for the defect by 
heir rule-making power. I submit, Sir, that the word “steamer” should 
)e there, because where there is no railway, the Legislature should make 
t clear by the addition of the word “steamer” and nothing should be left 
0 the rule-making power of the Government. For example, what happens 
in the Barisal district where there is no rail; it is intersected by river and 
the cattle can be carried from one part to another during rainy season 
mly by steamer. If any animal is to be carried from Sandwip to Noakhali 
through the Meghna, it must have to be carried on a steamer or by a boat 

by a mechanically-propelled vessel. The word “steamer” was carried 
in the Select Committee. So this should be made explicit and put after 
the word “railway” and then the other thing may be left at the discretion 
of the Government to describe some other means of carrying the animals 
from one place to another. With these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause {2) of 
clause 6 of the Bill, after the word “railway” in line 2, the words “or 
by steamer” be inserted and that for the word “any” occurring in the 
same line, the words “any other” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I beg to opposp the amendment for the simple reason that the 
expression “mechanically-propelled vessel” includes steamers; the only 
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difference between a railway and a steamer is that there are different kinds 
of steamers l)ut tliere is no difference between one railway and another. 
There are various steamers over which Government have little or no control. 
So^ Govrnment should know the type of steamer which would be used for 
carrying cattle before they give permission. The present clause is, there- 
fore, all right. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 6 of the Bill, after the word “railway” in line 2, the 
words “or by steamer” be inserted and that for the word “any” occurring 
in the same line, the words “any other” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that clause 6 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 7 
stand })art of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 8, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 8 
stand part of tlie Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clamse 9, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 9 
stand part of the Bill. 

(I'he motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is; that clause 10 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 11. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause II 
stand ])art of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 12. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 12 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 13. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that clause 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clcmse 14. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Plause' 14 stand part of the Bill. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I be? to move 
that in clause 14 of the Bill, for the words “fifty rujiees’’ in line 5, the 
words “twenty-five miiees” be substituted. 

Sir, the main object of my movino* this amendment is to reduce the 
amount from Bs. 50 to Its. 25, because alter all, the ])ersoiis affected are 
likely to hi* mostly poor, and therefore Its. 50 will he too much for them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 14 oi the Bill, 
for the words “fifty rupees’^ in line 5, the words “twenty-five rupees'’ be 
substituted . 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYEQ MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, 1 he”- to oppose the amendment. The punishment oup;ht to be 
deterrent if it is to have any effect. So, it is not ])ro])er to naluce the 
amount from Bs. 50 to Bs. 25. As a matter of fact, Bs. 50 is the maximum, 
as it is stated that it may etxend to Bs. 50. If the trying court thinks 
it proper, it may im])ose a fine of five ruiiees even. Therefore, the amend- 
ment is unnecessary. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; The question before the House is: that the 
amendment stand part of the Bill. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, T beg to move 
that in clause 14 of the Bill, for the words “one hundred ruiiees" in 
line 6, the words “fifty rupees" be substituted. 

Sir, 1 think my honourable friend, the Minister in charge of the Bill, 
will repeat the same argument as he did in connection with item No. 12. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not both of you repeat your own arguments? 
(Laughter.) 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 think Bs. 50 
is deterrent enough for the purpose for wdiich the Bill has been brought 
forward, and that is why 1 want to limit the punishment to Bs. 50 instead 
of Bs. 100. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 14 of the Bill, 
for the words “one hundred rupees" in line 6, the words “fifty rupees" be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, this case is even worse than the former one. Bs. 100 is the punish- 
ment for a subsequent offence, and even for the subsequent offence my 
honourable friend does not like that any deterrent punishment should be 
given. 1 think that punishment ought to be deterrent, and the amount 
fixed is not at all very high. Therefore, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is: that the amend- 
ment stand part of the Bill. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 14 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 16, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 15 stand part of the Bill. 
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Rai Bah-rlur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: I be^ to move 
that in olaiifie 15 of the Bill, for the words “five hundred” in lines 5 and 

the words “two hundred” be substituted. 

In this clause provision has been made for a fine of its. 100 for the 
first offence and Its. 500 for subsequent offences. Bupees 500 is an inordi- 
nately high amount. So, I would like to limit it to Its. 200. My honour- 
able friend, the Agriculture Minister, knows or is at lesat supposed to 
know the conditions prevailing in the villages, particularly, the condition 
of the cultivators, whose well-wisher he professes to be. T do not think 
that even by the sale of the entire holding of an ag^riculturist, it will be 
possible to realise Its. 500. Thai is why I would like to reduce the amount 
of fine to Ks. 200 which may be easier to recover. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 16 of the Bill, 
for the words “five hundred” in lines 5 and 6, the words “two hundred” 
be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I oppose the amendment. I am a supporter of agriculturists no doubt 
but not a supporter in their commission of crimes. It is a crime against the 
State. He will be killing animals probably worth Rs. 50,000 or more by 
importing cattle, which have got that infection, in that particular fuit. It 
will thus injure hundreds and thousands of animals and owners. Therefore, 
in order to prevent this being done, the punishment must be deterrent. This 
very deterrent nature of the punishment is likely to prevent the people from 
bringing such animals to the haU and bazars knowing them to be infected. 
So I cannot but oppose the amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question that clause 15 stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 16. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 beg to move that 
in clause 10 of the Bill, in paragraph (c) of sub-clause {!) for the words 
“a Veterinary Assistant” in line 1, the words “the Veterinary Assistant 
and the otti(;er of the Bengal Civil Veterinary Department appointed by 
the Provincial (Government” be substituted. 

Sir, the underlying idea of my amendment is that a single officer 
should not be entrusted with such a responsible duty. He should have the 
assistance of a senior officer to collaborate with him in this matter. So 
I think that if the Veterinary Assistant works conjointly and in collabora- 
tion with a senior officer of the Civil Veterinary Department, that 
would be very helpful ; otherwise it may be that an over-zealous officer may 
exceed the bounds of law to the utter detriment of the so-called offenders 
concerned. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 16 of the Bill, 
in paragraph (e) of sub-clause (I), for the words “a Veterinary Assistant” 
in line 1, the words “The Veterinary Assistant and the officer of the 
Bengal Civil Veterinary Department appointed by the Provincial (Govern- 
ment” be substituted. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I think that the amendment is out of order. It seems to be consequen- 
tial to the amendment to clause 8(7) but clause 8(^) not having been 
amended it becomes out of place. I oppose this amendment on this 
ground as well as on the ground that it is absolutely unnecessary. The 
Veterinary Assistant is quite enough. In every case it is not possible for 
any other officer to go to the rural areas and give directions to the 
Veterinary Assistant. So I think that the provision in the Bill is more 
than enough. Therefore, I say that the amendment pio])()sed is unnecessary 
and is also out of order. 

Is it not really out of order, Sir? Because it is really consequential 
on an amendment to sub-clause (i) of clause 8 of the Bill which stood in 
the name of the mover of the present amendment but which was not moved 
by his. Sub-clause (i) of clause 8 mentions only Veterinary Assistant; 
there is no mention of any other assistant. So this amendment is prac- 
tically out of order unless clause 8(7) is also amended. On ihis ground 
as well as on the ground that it is unnecessary, T oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; In any ca.se, you have not taken that objection at 
the beginning. 

The question before the House is: ihai in clause (> of ihe Bill, in 
paragraph (e) of sub-clause (7), for the words “a Veterinary Assistant’^ 
in line 1, the words “the Veterinary Assistant and the officer of the 
Bengal Civil Veterinary Department appointed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; I beg to move that 
in paragra])h (/) of sub-clause (7) of clause lb of the Bill, after the word 
and figure “section 13”, the words and figures “or of any other section of 
this Act and the rules made under section 24” be inserted. 

Sir, I do not think the Hon'ble Minister can have any reasonable 
objection to accepting this amendment except for the fact that the amend- 
ment has been moved by a member of the Opposition. It is very desirable 
that the rules should also be included in this clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in paragraph (/') of sub- 
clause (7) of clause 16 of the Bill, after the word and figure “section 13”, 
the words and figures “or of any other section of this Act and the rules 
made under section 24” be inserted. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

1 beg to oppose the amendment, not only because it is unnecessary, but 
also because it is contradictory. In every other section there are appropriate 
sub-sections, for example, (<7), (c), (/). This is in respect of failui'e of 
another particular section. So if we say “any other sections” then 
sub-section (d), (e), (/) become unnecessary and contradictory. Therefore, 
I oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in para- 
graph (i) of sub-clause (7) of clause 16 of the Bill, after the word and 
figure “section 13”, the words and figures “or of any other section of this 
Act and the rules made under section 24” be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: I beg to move that 
in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause IG of the Bill, for the words “fifty rupees” in 
line 20, the words “twenty -five rupees” be substituted”. 

The object of this amendment is plain enough and I have already stated 
my reasons wliile moving two other similar amendments. So, I think I need 
not say anything more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Amendment moved: that in sub-clause {!) of 
clause 16 of the Bill, for the words “fifty rupees” in line 20, the words 
“twenty-five rupees” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

8ir, I oppose the amendment. As I have already said, punishment should 
be deterrent if any punishment is to be inflicted at all. 

Mr, PRESIDENT; The question before the House is: that in sub- 
•clauvse ( 2 ) of clause IG of the Bill, for the words “fifty rupees” in line 20 [he 
words “twenty-five rujiees” be substituted. 

The amendment was negativi'd. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 heg to move that after sub-clause ( 2 ) 
of clause IG of the Bill, the following new sub-clause he added, namely: — 

“(-■j) Whoever being a Veterinary Assistant or i)ractitioner or any 
officer of the Bengal Civil Veterinary Dejiartment duly authorised by the 
Provincial (Government to carry on the duties of the Veterinary Assistant 
under this Act unnecessarily and vexatiously enters or seandies any field, 
building, house or other place or seizes or detains any animals on the 
pretence that it is diseased or orders destruction of it, unnecessarily and 
vexatiously causes any other loss, injury, detriment or inconvenience or 
unnecessarily and vexatiously causes the carcass of any such animal to be 
exhumed shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees 
or with both : Provided that no prosecution shall be instituted after expiry 
of 3 7.10 ths fi'om the date on which the offence has been committed”. 

Sir, I have submitted this amendment on the lines of a provision which 
occurs in the legislation entitled the (Glanders and Farcy Act, enacted by 
the (Vntral (Government as far back as 1899. A reference has already 
been made to that Act in the Statement of Objects and lleasons relating to 
this Bill, In the second paragraph of the Statement of Objects and lleasons, 
it has been stated “The (Glanders and Farcy Act, 1899, already in force 
in this province applies to horse, camels, asses and mules. Under section 
2(7) of that Act, its provisions can be extended to apply to these animals 
affected with any dangerous disease by a notification issued by the Provincial 
Government in the Official Gazette. It is not, therefore, considered neces- 
sary to extend the provisions of the present Bill to horses, camels, asses 
and mules.” Otherwise it would have been done. Sir, I desire to draw, 
through you, the attention of this House to section 12 ( 2 ) and ( 2 ) of the 
Glanders and Farcy Act. Section 12(7) runs as follows: “Whoever 
being an inspector appointed under this Act vexatiously or unnecessarily 
enters or searches any field, building or other places or ceases or detains 
any horse on the pretence, that it is disceased shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months or with fine 
which may extend to Rs. 590 or with both.” Then 12 ( 2 ) says: ‘‘No 
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prosecution under this section shall be instituted after the ex])iry of d 
months from the date on which the offence has been committed.” It will 
be seen that (he authors of tlie Act w'ere careful also to give protection to 
the otli(‘er by drawing up section IG of that Act. Section 16 says: “No 
suit or prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any j)erson 
for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this 
Act.” Sb, the Central Legislature was careful to give due protection to 
ins])ectors acting under that Act. So far as this Bill is concerned, a similar 
provision has been incorj)orated in section Jid, S(*ction 2d of the ]U’esent 
Bill says: “No suit, prosecution or other legal ])ro(*eedings shall lie 
against any servant of the (h'own for anything which is in good faith 
done or intended to be done under this Act or any rule made thereunder.” 
Every step has been taken to i)rotect the officers acting under (his Bill 
when done in good faitli. The liability for acts done unnecessa ril s and 
vexatiouslv should be clearly laid down as in the (llamlers and Farcy Act, 
1899. The reason is obvious. In most of the villages in Bengal ther(' are 
party strifes and individual animo.sities and the provision of this Bill may 
be used to satisfy the private or party grudge and at the same time the 
veterinary officer may also take advanlage of this provision an<l make some 
unlawful gains. So, it is only necessary that a provision like this wdiich 
has been suggested by me should be made a ])art of this Bill. 

With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; On a point of infor- 
mation, Sir. An almost similar amendment stands in mv name, i.e., 
amendment No. 84, although it is slightly different from the one already 
moved by Mr. La lit Chandra Das. Now, suppose if this amendment is 
lost, shall T have the privilege of moving my amendment No. 84, or shall 
1 make a siieech on that amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it will be better if you speak on that 
amendment instead of moving* your amendment, for the fate of your 
amendment will be decided by the decision on this amendment. 

Amendment moved: that afler sub-clause (2) of clause IG of (he Bill, 
the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“CL Whoever being a Veterinary Assistant or practitioner or any 
officei- of the Bengal Civil Veterinary Department duly authorized by the 
Provincial Government to carry on the duties of the Veterinary Assistant 
under this Act unnecessarily and vexatiously enters or searches any field, 
building, house or other ])lace or seizes or detains any animals on the 
pretence that it is diseased or orders destruction of it, unnec'essarily and 
vexatiously causes any other loss, injury, detriment or inconvenience or 
unnecessarily and vexatiously causes the carcass of any such animals to be 
exhumed shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months or with fine which may extend to five hundred ru])eea 
or with both : Provided that no prosecution shall be instituted after expiry 
of 8 months from the date on which the offence has been committed.” 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, clause 28 of 
the present Bill has been taken from the Glanders and Farcy Act of 1899. 
Section 16 of the Glanders and Farcy Ac:t provides that “no suit, prose- 
cution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any person for anyt mg 
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which is, in good faith, done or intended to be done under this Act.’' 
But here, the words “any servant of the Ch’own” have been substituted 
for the words “any person” in line 2 of clause 2S and the words “or any 
rule made thereunder” have been inserted in lines 3 and 4 of the same 
clause 23. So, the object underlying the provision of the two sections is 
practically the same. While the Hon’ble Minister has thought ht to protect 
the Government officer against anj^ unnecessary prosecution, there is no 
reason why a provision similar to that in section 12(7) of <he Glanders and 
Farcy Act of 1899 should not be made in the Bill. Sir, Mr. l>as has read 
out section 12(7) of tlie Glanders and Farcy Act; so I need not repeat it. 
It is desirable that for the protection of the public some safeguard should 
be provided in the Act. All officers are not of the same status or they may 
not be all honest; there may be over-zealous officers who may, in their 
exuberance, try to do harm to the public. We have seen such things in 
the past and even now such a state of things is continuing in this country 
on a wide scale and over-zealous and dishonest officers will try to make 
something out of it. Indeed, this will be a very good ground for practising 
dishonesty. That is I think that a similar provision should be made in this 
Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

I beg to oppose the amendment. My friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has 
quoted the precedent of an Act which is now half a century old in support 
of his motion. We have grown wiser since then. In no legislative measure 
do we find a provision like that. The arm of the ordinary law is long 
enough to inflict punishment upon Government officers who vexatiously or 
maliciously harass the public. So, the amendment is not at all necessary. 
I oppose it. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir the Glanders 
and Farcy Act has been thri(‘e amended and is not so old as is sought to be 
implied. 

The amendment being put, a division was challenged and taken with 
the following result: — 


Mr. Altaf All. 

Ral Bahadur K. C. Bantrji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. G. Dai. 

AlhadJKhan Bahadur Shaikh Moammad dan. 


Mr. Maihahuddia Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Farid uddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aiii. 

Mr. Kadar Bakih. 

Mr. 0. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moanamali Cbowdhuiy. 

Khan Bahadur Ahdui Hamid Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. 

Mn. K. D’ Roiario. 


AYE8--9. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Rai Sahib Jofandra Nath Ray. 
Mr. A. D. Ray. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


NOES— 24. 

Mrs. Labanya Probha Dutt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Farfuion. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qotran. 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur S. M. Hoiain. 
Mr. Latatat Hoitain. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Lhtiff. 

Khan sahib Subidaii Moilah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr, Biran Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The Ayes 
being 9 and the Noes 24, the amendment is negatived. 
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Clause 16. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: that clause 16 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 17. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 17 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 18. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 18 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 19. 

** Mr. PRESIDENT: Cl ause 19 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move: that for clause 19 
of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“19. No police officer shall have power to arrest without warrant or 
any summons duly issued from any court any person who has been concern- 
ed in any offence under this Act.” 

Sir, section 19 of this Bill runs as follows: “Any police officer not 
below the rank of a Sub-Inspector may at the request in writing of a 
Veterinary Assistant arrest, without warrant, any person who has been 
concerned in any offence under this Act.” The highest penalty under this 
Act is a fine of Ks. 100 or Us. 50 or thereabout. It is a non-cognisable 
offence and yet the police officer not below the rank of a sub-inspector can 
arre.st. This, I think, is extraordinary. The only change that has been 
made by the Select Committee is the addition of the words “at the request 
in writing of a Veterinary Assistant”, as if the police officer will be at the 
beck and call of the Veterinary Assistant and is subordinate to him. Sir, 
the incongruity of the suggestion will appear from section 20 of the Bill 
itself. Section 20 clearly lays dow^n “No court shall take cognizance of any 
offence under this Act except u])oii the complaint or report of a Veterinary 
Assistant.” This is all right. But suddenly without any reference to the 
court, section 19 says that a police officer can arrest a person as soon as a 
chit is received by him from the Veterinary Assistant. As this is an extra- 
ordinary thing, I submit that Government should take a reasonable view 
of the situation and accept my amendment, namely that “no police officer 
shall have power to arrest without warrant or without any summons duly 
issued from any court.” The present Ministry is acting like an autocraft, 
giving power to the police officer to arrest any person as soon as he receives 
a chit from the Veterinary Assistant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that for clause 19 of the Bill, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“19. No police officer shall have power to arrest without warrant or 
any summons duly issued from any court any person who has been concerned 
in any offence under this Act.” 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I bej? to oppose this amendment. The oft’ence under this Act is of a 
very serious nature, because it is fraught with serious consequences. If 
there is delay in making arrest, the result will be that the infection will 
spread and the whole animal population of tlie country may be devastated. 
Therefore, it is very necessary that the arrest should be made immediately. 
But because of the bad name attached to a police officer, we decided in the 
Select Committee that he should not arrest unless there was a report from 
the Veterinary Assistant. So I think this is sufficient protection against 
unnecessary arrest and with these words, I oppose the amendment which 
has been moved. 

Mr. PRE8IDEKT: The question before the House is: that ilie amend- 
ment stand part of the Bill. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move 
that in clause 19 of the Bill, for the words ‘^without warrant” in line 8 the 
words ”in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Criminal 
Procedure Code” be substituted. 

Sir, it will be creating a dangerous precedent to invest the police officer 
with the authority to arrest without warrant. Even the Criminal Procedure 
Code provides for discrimination between arrest with warrant and arrest 
without warrant. The section provides tbat if the Veterinary Assistant 
makes a request to the police officer in writing, he will at once arrest a 
person without warrant. It does not matter in the least wdiether the re(piest 
is a verbal one or is made in wudting. If the clause stands, the police officer^ 
wdll have no option but to arrest a person provided a request to this effect 
is made by the Veterinary Assistant. Sir, those in touch with village life 
know it very well that officers, whether under government or a local body, 
are sometimes involved in village cliques and are found to take sides. 
They are, after all, human beings, and if the officer concerned is a man 
of the locality, there is every probability of his being mixed up in village 
politics. So, for the safety of the person concerned, I think the law of the 
land should be allowed to take its own course, and I do not think that the 
Hon’ble Minister can have any reasonable objection to follow the procedure 
laid down in the Criminal Procedure (nde. It is not proper to invest the 
police officer with such dangerous authority which may at [times be abused. 
If the Veterinary Assistant is in league with any person who is not on 
friendly terms with another person of the village, he may easily harass him 
in the manner provided in this section. Sir, sometimes it may so happen 
that the officer himself is not on good terms with any particular villager, 
and, as I have said, if he is a- man of the locality, he will try to do that 
villager harm in collusion with the police officer. A simple request in 
writing will be quite enough to arrest a person without any wararnt and 
without proper enquiry. As has been pointed out by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 
section 20 is quite all right since exclusive jurisdiction has been given to 
the Court of law which alone shall be able to take cognizance of any offence 
under this Act, but to give the police officer or for the matter of that tlie 
Veterinary Assistant a power of this nature will, I think, only create 
opportunities for him to unnecessarily harass and oppress people for personal 
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gain. In such cases, it is not unlikely tluit higher authorities may have ia 
intervene to settle the matter. With these words, I commend the amend- 
ment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment movetT: that in clause 19 of the Bill, 
for the words “without warrant” in line 3 the words “in accordance with 
the procedure laid down in the Criminal Procedure Code” he substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I heg to oppose the amendment. In the first place, 1 heg to say that the 
amendment is altogether meaningless, because it says that iiihtead of the 
words “without warrant”, the words should be “in accordance with the 
procedure” etc. That is hardly necessary to be laid down. How a police 
officer is to arrest is already laid down in the Criminal Procedure Code and 
so there is no need of repeating it. Besides, we were advised by our legal 
experts also not to make any change of this kind. But as regards my 
objection to the contention that there should be no arrest without warrant, 

I have already said in connection with the last aiiiendment that this Act 
will deal with crimes which are of a far-reaching character and it will be 
disastrous to the animal population of a particular locality unless the 
people wTio commit these crimes are arrested at once and are prevented from 
committing crimes which are likely to spread the epidemic. So it is 
absolutely necessary that such arrests should be made without warrant and 
very promptly. The provision that has been made that the request should 
be in writing by the Veterinary Officer is a sufficient guarantee that the 
police officer alone wdll not be able to arrest a man and it cannot certainly 
be expected that two officers will be in collusion and wdll unnecessarily 
harass ])eople ! With these words, and in this viev 1 oppose the amendment, 

(The amendment w'as negatived.) 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 beg to move that 
in clause 19 of the Bill, after the words “under this Act” occurring at the 
end, the wmrds “or any rule made thereunder” f>e added. 

In section 23 of the Bill, it is stated that no suit, prosecution or other 
legal proceedings shall lie against any servant of the Lrown for anything 
which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or any 
rule made thereunder. 

So Government have accepted the principle that the procedure laid down 
in the Act as well as in the rules shall have the same legal force. For this 
reason, I think it is desirable to insert these words. There does not seem 
to be anything objectionable in this and I hope that the HoiPble Minister 
will be pleased to accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 19 of the Bill, 
after the words “under this Act” occurring at the end, the words “or any 
rule made thereunder” be added. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

1 oppose the amendment, because w-e are advised by our law officers that it 

absolutely unnece 8 sar 5 ^ 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Then why do you 

mention the words “or any rule made thereunder” at the end of clause 23 f 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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The question that clause 19 stand part of the Bill was then put a: 
agreed to. 

Clause 20. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause \ 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 21. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause $ 
stand pcirl of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to. ) 

Clause 22. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 22 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. D as, yours is a negative motion. So, I thir 
it is out of order. 

Mr, LAlfIT CHANDRA DAS: Am 1 not entitled to oppose tl 
provision ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, you can speak on it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 say, Sir, that clause 22 of the Bi 
should be omitted. Clause 22 runs as follows: — “No person shall be entith 
to any compensation in respect of the destruction of any anim 

or thing or of any other loss, injury, detriment or inconveniem 

caused him by reason of anything done under this Act 
good faith”. This is altogether an unnecessary clause. It is a dire 
incitement, T should say, to persons of evil intention to do wrong takii 
advantage of certain provisions of this Bill. If you look to clause 23, y( 
will find that section 22 is altogether unnecessary. Clause 23 runs 
follows: — “No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie again 
any servant of the Crown for anything which is in food faith done or inten 
ed to be done under this Act or any rule made thereunder.” 

Here is the protection given to the officer of Government for anythii 
done under good faith. When there is a provision like this, it is absolute 
unnecessary to have a provision as set out in' section 22 of the Bill. The 
is no reason why there should be a provision like this unless it be for t 

purpose of giving double protection to officers of Government, lest they a 

brought within the cognizance of civil court for any compensation. It 
a sort of hint to the court that such suits should not be entertained wi 
any favour at all. It is a sort of discouragement for persons who look 
to the court for remedy for any loss, injury, detriment or inconvenien 
caused by the officers of the veterinary department or other officers 
the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, there is already protection given under clause 23 that no su 
prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any servant of t 
Crown for anything which is in good faith done or intended to 
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done , etc. So what is the good of again saying, as laid down in 


clause 22, that no person shall be entitled to any compensation in respect of 
the destruction of any animal or thing or of any other loss, injuiy, deiriment 
or inconvenience caused to him by reason of anything done under this Act 
in good faith. 

With these words, 1 oppose the clause. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I did not intend to 
speak on this amendment regarding the deletion of clause 22; but seeing the 
way in which legislation is done in thi.s House, 1 could not resist the 
temptation of speaking, speeially in view ol the laci tliat these laws are 
going to be permanently placed on the Statute Book of the province. Now, 
I do not know whether the Legislative Department of tlie (fovernment 
considered this aspect of the mattesr. (danse 22 sa^\s: “No person shall 
be entitled to any compensation in respect of the destruction of any animal 
or thing or of any other loss, injury, detriment or inconvenience caused him 
by reason of anything done under this Act in good faith.*’ (danse 22 says: 
“No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any 
servant of the Crown for anything wliich is in good failh done or intended 
to be done under this Act or any rule made ihereunder”. I do not under- 
stand why (Government is going lo introduce both these clauses and keep 
them together in the same Act. They deal with the same subject. A 
person cannot claim aii\ (‘omjiensation unless In* biings any suit against 
whom the compensation is claimed. Therefore, I submit that either retain 
claust‘ 22 and deh‘te clause 22 or delete clause 22 and retain clause 22. It 
is no use having a redundant (danse. One of fhe main purposes ol legislation 
is that >ou should not luive any redundant (danse in an Act whi(di may operate 
as embarrassing (rom tlie point of view of interjiretation . As a matter of 
fact, we have already considered two inconsistent clauses, namely, clauses 
19 and 20. So, I do not understand why (iovernment again is going to have 
two more inconsistent clauses. I would, therefore, request (xovernment not 
to have both clauses 22 and 22 together. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I do not think 
many words are needed to impress upon this House the desirability of 
deleting this clause. Clauses 22 and 22 have been set very carefully, one 
after the other, as if they are twin brothers. Clauses 22 and 22 give 
wide powers to the Government officer, and he may do anything he likes. 
In fact, he is proposed to be given great civil authority so that no action of 
his case be called in question, and even the law courts will have power to 
interfere. This is a very dangerous princiiile to enunciate. Whenever 
Government have sought to introduce similar provisions in connection with 
other legislative measures, I have opposed them on principle. By clause 
23 the Hon’ble Minister proposes to give the Veterinary Assistant or any 
Government officer authorized in this behalf unlimited powers, so that if 
he is involved in any village quarrel, he will have immense opportunities of 
doing harm to the persons concerned, and the villager who may be (bus 
harassed or subjected to any harsh treatment will have no protection either 
in the law courts or in the thami, because, the police officer at the request 
of the Veterinary Assistant will immediately arrest him. As I have already 
said, there are other similar provisions which wjll give the Veterinary 
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Assistant unlimited powers to deal with any person in whatever manner h 
likes. So, I think the Hon’ble Minister will consider whether or not thes 
two clauses should be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN 

Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Sir, no amendmen 
has been moved in respect of this clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Baliadur, you speak in support of your clause 
There is no amendment. 

The Han’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN 

Sir, apparently the clauses 22 and 28 seem lo be one and the same; bu 
really they are hot so. Clause 22 is an indemnity clause in favour o 
Government and clause 23 is an indemnity clause in favour of the servan 
of the Crown, and they are quite different things. I think it is necessary 
that there should be such indemnity clauses, and that the Governraen 
servant as well as the Government should be protecled by indemnity clausef 
like these. They are no new things, and therefore T think that these twc 
clauses should stand. 

Mri PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 22 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 23. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Clause 23 stand part of the Bill. Ilai Bahadur 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 do not move 
the amendment which stands in my name. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 23 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 24. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is : that clause 24 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was agreed to.) 

Title and 'preamble. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; The question before the House is : that the title 
and preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bill, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8i On a point of order, Sir. The third 
reading of the Bill cannot be taken up today. 



1944 .] 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS BILL. 


755 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not? The Bill has not- been amended. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But amendments have been moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But they were not^accepted. T would refer you to 
sub-rule (1) of rule 67 of our Procedure Rules in this connection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved: that the Bengal 
Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: While I congraiulate 
the Kon’ble Minister on bringing forward a Bill of this kind, I cannot but. 
blame him, at the same time, for introducing certain provisions in the Bill 
which may be cliaracteriscMl as dangerous. This Bill has been long fnao - 
due and I am glad that at long last the (Tovernment have awakened to the 
necessity of preserving the cattle po])iilalion of Bengal. But it is unfortunati' 
that certain very salutary provisions which were sought to be incorporated 
by the Opposition have not been accepted — provisions which would not have 
altered the Bill materially but which would have, on the other hand, 
improved it to a great extent. For instance, the provisions contained in 
clauses 22 and 23 which have been (‘riticised by certain members ore really 
uncalled for, because it does not seem to be necessary that so much protection 
should be given to the Veterinai\\ Assistant who is proposed 1o be entruste<l 
with the duty of looking aft(*r Ihe epidemic* diseases of the cattle. There is 
a certain amount of grit‘vance in the mind of the public against a certain 
class of police officers and we have seen in the course of the working of the 
Local Self-;Government Act and the Village Self-Government Act that 
Government officers are not above board. There are officers and officers. So 
T think the principle of extending protection to a*Gnvernment officer who- 
ever he may be. agaif)st ]>] oceedings in a law court or of giving him certain 
privileges which he should not enjoy is fundamentally wrong. Sub-clause 
(4) of clause 8 of the Bill deals Avitb the destruction of certain animals. 
Unfortunately I was not present in the House when the motion was called, 
otherwise I would have moved my amendment which aimed at the deletion 
of the provision for destruction of certain kinds of animals, namely, bull, 
bullock, cow, ox, heifer or calf. It is not really necessary to destroy the 
animals because they are diseased. Provision has been made in the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How long will you speak yel , Ra i Bahadur P 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Two or three minutes 
more. Sir. Animals suffering from infectious or contagious diseases are 
proposed to be segregated and the Veterinary Dejjari inent of the Govern- 
ment will undertake their treatment as long as necessary and if some of 
these animals do not recover they will die a natural death. But the Hon’ble 
Minister wants to destroy them. 1 do not think the Government will be 
justified in laying down a hard and fast rule like that. So far as these 
animals are concerned, namely, bullock, bull, calf, heifer and cow, these 
may be sent to prinjrapole, where disabled animals are kept until they die 
a natural death. Then there is a procedure laid down as 1o how* the Veteri- 
nary Assistant should report. Provision has been made for .sending a copy 
to the Subdivisional Officer. Mere sending of a copy to the Siil-.livi.sional 
Officer for information will not do. Everything should pass throuc-h him. 
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being the executive head of the subdivision. These are some of the poin1 
which are open to objection. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bi 
would have done well in accepting some of the suggestions of the Oppositior 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tomorrov 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 20th April 
1944. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 25 i 
April, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddiii Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultan uddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Narendra Chandra Hatta. 

(0) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(9) Maulaua Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(10) Rai Bahadur B.* M. Maitra. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Rurssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Muklilesur Rahman. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Kazi Ahdur Rashid. 

(15) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(16) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

(17) ' Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44- -No, 34. 


The Council met in the legislative Chamber of the Ijegislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 26th April, 1944, at 1-30 p.m., 
being the thirty-fourth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Peasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Puber Buncfh. 

135. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to state what steps have up to now been taken to 
repair the “Pul>er Bundh” and the Someswar-Khaira khal which are of vital 
importance, to ensure the safety of the people as also for the success of the 
'‘Grow More Food” campaign? 

(b) What amounts have up to date been paid under this head by the 
Government ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the contributions raised by the union board for the 
repairs of "Puber Bundh” have not been expended in full? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (d) Both the bundh and the 
hhal belong to private persons, and the responsibility for their maintenance 
rests witli their owners. The Collector of Howrah is, however, trying to 
have the bundh repaired by the persons concerned at their own expense. 

(5) Does not arise. 

id) The Department of Communications and Works has nothing to do 
with funds raised by union boards. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department please 
state what amount has actually been utilised so far? It may not have any 
concern with his Department but he ' may be in possession of this 
information. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes; local people have paid their share, that is half, 
which is Rs. 1,050 and the zemindars’ share is only Rs. 250 and the rest still 
remains unpaid. The zemindars tried to repay it but the attempt was 
aot successful. 


Cotton mills in Bengal. 

136. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish): (p) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, 
89 
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Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are aware that the few cotton mills in Bengal are not in a position to 
supply the ordinary requirements of cloth of the people of Bengal? 

(b) If so, do the Government propose to take steps — > 

(i) to encourage and facilitate the establishment of sufficient number of 

cotton mills in Bengal; and 

(ii) to help the weavers of the Province by money and materials to 

increase their production of cloth to make Bengal self-supporting 
in this respect? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) No. The present time is considered inopportune for the establish- 
ment of mills due to' difficulties in obtaining machinery. 

(it) Yes. A scheme is under consideration. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what steps have been taken to increase the supply and 
to remove the want from which the people are sutfering at the present 
moment? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Cloths are now being imported from Bombay. As 
regards helping the weavers, with money and materials, that is cotton yams,, 
that is under consideration. The final details would be published very soon. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANE/tJEE; Is this shortage due 
to a large quantity of cloths being supplied to the Military Department? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Arising out of (ii) 
regarding the scheme, will the Hon’ble Minister please state when will the 
echeme be completed? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: In about two months’ time. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Can the Government give an outline of 
this scheme? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: It is not possible to divulge it at this preliminary 
stage ; when the final stage will come, it would be advisable to give details 

to the public. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it not a long standing question or 
rather a problem regarding the provision for help to the weavers of the 
Province? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Such question does not arise. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, it does arise, because it is a part of the ques- 
tion No. (b) regarding help to the weavers of the Province. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Oh, I am sorry. I thought the honourable member 
was raising the question of health of the weavers of the Province. As 
regards the help to weavers of the Province, the answer is already given 
that the scheme is under consideration. 

Mf. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: How long the matter is under tht* 
consideration of the Government ? 

Mir. BIREN ROY: Only two months. 



1944.] 


POINT OF INFORMATION. 


759 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Arising out of (ti), 
wliat will be the financial liability of Government in connection with the 
scheme ? 

MTi BIREN ROY: As I have already said, it is not possible to divulge 
it at the present moment. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: How many months Gov> 
ernment will take to mature the scheme? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Another two months. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the deficit budget of the 
Government of Bengal it will be possible to render financial assistance to 
the weavers in the near future? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That will be for the Government to consider. 

Point of Information rejgarding constitution of Food Committees. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, may I rise .on a point 
of information regarding the constitution of food committees. My question 
on this subject was due for answer on the 30th March, 1944. This is a 
very urgent and important matter. The Civil Supplies Department should 
answer this question in time. The food committees are being constituted in 
the district of Burdwan, and I hope the answer will be forthcoming before 
the answer to the question becomes useless. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will the Hon’ble Leader of the House kindly 
enlighten it on this? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Sir, I think every attempt is being made to answer the question. The other 
day the Hon’ble President made certain observations which were duly 
communicated to the Hon’ble Ministers and they have sent replies to the 
effect that they are making the utmost effort to see that the answers are 
expedited, and that they have no intention of showing any disrespect to 
this House or indifference to the questions being answered. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in the town of Burdwan 

a serious agitation is going on regarding the constitution of food committees, 
and so Government should take immediate steps so that this question is 
answered without delay. As a matter of fact, on the 30th of April, 1944, 
the food committees are going to be formed, and it is necessary that the 
question should be answered before that date. That is why I have brought 
up this matter for the information of the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will the Leader of the House kindly take note of 
this? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

What is the number of the question? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: No. 153. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I have taken note. 
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Point of Information regarding the Public Accounts Committee of the 

Council. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to tlie appointment 
of a Public Accounts Committee of the Council, I have tabled a sbort- 
notice question which is almost due to be answered even as an ordinary 
question. I would like to know whether the Government are going to 
announce their decision very soon, because the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
promised us that by the third week of the last month they would announce 
their final decision on this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The short-notice question has been admitted by me, 
but I do not know whether Government will reply to it as such. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I have not received the short-notice question yet, 
but an answer was given to it during the last session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no; not that question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: After the Conference was over, the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am informed that the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has not agreed to answer this question at short-notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: And yet the Parliamentary Secretary 
says that he has not received the question; from this the Chair will gather 
how the work is going on. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Well, if the Hon’ble Minister does not admit the 
question, then how can I see it or receive it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this: the short-notice question was 
admitted by me and then it was sent to Government. Of course, it is for 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister to agree to answer or to refuse to answer the 
question ai short-notice. Evidently, bo has refused to answer the question 
at short-notice. And that is why the Parliamentary Secretary is not aware 
of it and is not in a position to answer the short-notice question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, even the period prescribed for an 
ordinary question is about to elapse and so I may expect a reply very soon. 
It is a very urgent matter which has been hanging fire for the last few years. 
Moreover, the Hon’ble Finance Minister promised to announce his final 
decision in the third week of this month. We hope the Finance Minister 
will implement his promise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On the first day we meet next time — the date has 
not yet been fixed — I shall see that this question is answered. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: The Chair too had been 
moving in this matter; so may we be enlightened as to how far the matter 
has proceeded ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may inform the House that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister promised to take up the question with his colleagues and to make 
a statement in the House by a certain date : possibly it was the third week 
of March ; but since then he has been busy with the Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill in another place. I drew his attention by writing to him to which he 
replied some time ago. He had promised to make a statement by the middle 
of this month. I think, therefore, the obvious course now is to wait till 
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we meet again when the Finance Minister will be here in connection with 
his Agricultural Income-tax Bill. The question may be put to him then 
and the House may find out what his attitude is. 

Laying of papers on the table of the House. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of 
privilege, Sir. As the Council will adjourn today for about ten or twelve 
days, I wish to raise a point of privilege, namely, in the matter of answering 
[questions in this House. We often find that Government reply to questions 
n succinct manner and at times refer us to papers laid on the Library table. 
The table of the library is far away from this House. If a table is kept in 
this Chamber and the necessary papers are laid on it, members may have 
iccess to it on the floor of the House, and tliat would greatly obviate 
lifficulty and inconvenience. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Rai Bahadur, I promised to look into this matter 
is to whether instead of placing the papers on the library table they could 
De laid on the table of this House. I must apologise to the House for not 
laving been able to do so yet. I shall, how^ever, look into the matter and 
?‘ive my decision when the House meets again. 

The Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944 . 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, I rise to speak a few 
vords on the general provisions of this Bill and may point out certain very 
[•laring defects which exist in it and which we have passed while considering 
he Bill, clause by clause. The Bill has been styled as the Bengal Diseases 
f Animals Bill, 1944. I think, Sir, it would have been more appropriate 
0 style it as a Bill for the assistance of the veterinary assistants appointed 
y the Government of Bengal. Throughout the Bill, in almost every sec- 
ion you will find the hands of the veterinary assistants so far as this matter 
5 concerned. While speaking on the provisions of the Bill, I cannot imagine 
b.at the Legislative Department of the Government of Bengal is unaware 
f similar enactments in regard to the diseases of animals of Great Britain — 
tie English law on the subject. The Government and the Ministry may be 
xcused if they show ignorance as to the provisions of the English law in 
?gard to this subject. One salutary provision, which was sought to be 
icorporated by my friend Mr. Tialit Chandra Das that in case of malicious 
3tion by any person under the Act he should be liable to pay compensation, 
as not been agreed to by Government. It was pointed out that similar 
rovision finds place in the Glanders and Farcy Act of 1899 passed by the 
entral Legislature. The Hon’ble the Leader of the House who happens 
) be the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill, sarcastically pointed out 
lat we are referring to a provision of 1899 and that they were half a century 
keadyand did not recognise the provisions of the Central Government Act 
assed in 1899 in which some check is provided for malicious or illegal 
3tions of any person. As a matter of fact, the Act was thrice amended 
p to 1927. That is not all. I am going to point out for the considera- 
on of the House and for the information of some members who may not 
3 aware of it that so far as this Bill is concerned, it should really have 
3en termed as a Bill for the prevention of the spread of contagious diseases. 
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The English Statute of 1894 — I believe — is consolidated in 57 and 58 
Victoria, Chapter 57. It is an Act of 1894. It is a provision passed 50 
years ago and most of its provisions are still in force. If you refer to the 
title of that Act you will find that it is a consolidated Act. If you look 
to the provisions of this consolidated Act you will find that its provisions 
are very salutary both for the protection of the people and for the protec- 
tion of the cattle population of Great Britain. At the same time they were 
very considerate in dealing with the owners of the cattle — owners of diseased 
cattle — who might have diseased cattle without their knowledge or may be 
with their knowledge. Now, in the diseases of Animals Act, 1894, there 
are provisions for destruction of the animals which were suspected or found 
to be infected with contagious diseases. They have also provided for 
creating a fund by opening an account with the Bank of England under 
the provisions of section 2 of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1890, 
under which a sum was directed to be paid to the said account — such moneys 
(not exceeding one hundred and forty thousand pounds in any one year) 
being provided by Parliament towards defraying tbe costs incurred by the 
Board of Agriculture in the execution in Great Britain of the provisions 
of this Act relating to the slaughter of cattle, animals or swine, etc. 1 
need not trouble you with giving the whole section as it is. But there are 
provisions for the slaughter of cattle which are suspected or found to be 
afflicted with contagious diseases to the effect that the Board shall have 
power to slaughter the animals so diseased under sections 7 and 14. Under 
section 14(J), the Board shall, for cattle slaughtered under this section 
pay compensation as follows : — 

(a) where the animal slaughtered was afi'ected with pleuro-pneumonia 

(this is one of the main diseases from which many cattle die in 
Bengal), the compensation shall be three-fourths of tbe value of 
the animal immediately before it became so affected, but so that 
the compensation do not in any such case exceed thirty 
pounds; and 

(b) in every other case the compensation shall be the value of the animal 

immediately before it was slaughtered, but so that the compensa- 
tion does not in any case exceed forty pounds. 

There are other similar provisions for slaughter of cattle for diseases. I 
say all these things because this is really a beneficial Act and a social 
legislation, — a legislation which not only protects other animals from being 
attacked with a particular disease but protects the whole cattle population 
of the village. Under the English law when a cattle is slaughtered, a 
compensation is paid to the owner. Bengal has passed through a troublous 
time, as the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture knows fully. The condition 
of the poor cultivators is known to everybody. So, it is only fair that some 
compensation should be paid to the cultivator whose cattle is \ going 
to be destroyed. We have made provisions for penalties for offences com- 
mitted under this Act; the Legislative Department was not unaware of the 
different provisions of the English Act, because, I find that some of the 
definitions have been taken bodily from that Act. It may be that the 
Minister in charge or the Cabinet were not aware of those provisions. I 
cannot say whether the Department brought these provisions to the notice of 
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the Government. If the Legislative Department did not bring it to the 
notice of Government, it was surely very unfortunate. Therefore, my 
submission is this : you have made provisions for the destruction of 
cattle without providing for any compensation. I need not refer to other 
provisions and to the other offences for keeping animals affected with 
contagious diseases and would show that for all of these cases provision has 
been made for payment of fine. Now, when we look to the sections where 
enforcement of some of the provisions is dealt with, we find clauses 19 and 
20. Clause 20 says that “No Court shall take cognizance of any 
offence under this Act except upon the complaint or report of a Veterinary 
Assistant.” That practically makes it clear that a Court will not issue 
summons for the arrest or warrant for the arrest unless it gets a complaint or 
a report from the Veterinary Assistant. Now look at clause 19 which says 
that “Any Police Officer not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector may at the 
request in writing of a Veterinary Assistant arrest, without warrant, any 
person who has been concerned in any offence under this Act.” This, Sir, 
is a very wide power and this is merely playing with the liberties of the 
people of this Province. What is the offence? The offence is that he has 
kept a diseased animal. Possibly he does not know whether the animal is 
affected with contagious disease, or possibly he knows it but he does not know 
where to send the animal for treatment or otherwise. As a matter of fact, 
Government have not a quarantine or segregation centre for such diseased 
animals. What are you going to do? You make the Police Officer go to 
the place on receipt of a report from the Veterinary Assistant and arrest the 
person. If you compare the English Act, you will find that instead of 
taking charge of the animal as is done in the English Act, you take charge 
of the man and arrest him; but in the meantime the diseased animal will go 
freely and possibly the contagious disease will be spreading. No thought 
has been given with regard to it. With regard to the English Act, the 
provision is that: if you find that a particular animal is affected with any 
contagious disease, kill it immediately and pay compensation to the owner. 
This is the provision which the British legislators have provided. But 
what we are doing here? We are going to arrest the man without any 
warrant, and that only on receipt of the report from the Veterinary Assistant. 
How many Veterinary Assistants are there in the Province? In the 28 
districts, I suppose there are 28 Veterinary Assistants appointed by the 
Government. Considering this the Government have provided a section 
which is still more harmful. T^et me look at the provision again. In 
sub-clause (6) of clause 2, “Veterinary Assistant” means a Veterinary 
Assistant of the Bengal Civil Veterinary Department possibly having some 
technical qualification; but in the absence of the said Veterinary Assistant 
from his jurisdiction it will include any officer of the said department who 
in the opinion of the Provincial Government possesses suitable qualifications 
in veterinary medicine and if such an officer will send a report to the Police 
Officer against 'any man, he will be arrested. Sir, you are really placing 
the owner in the category of the animal with contagious diseases. This 
is the provision which you have made in the Act. You follow the man 
but you do not take charge of the animal. I say that all this was meant 
to be checked or any possibility of maladministration of the provisions of 
this Bill was sought to be checked by the amendments proposed to be 
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incorporated by my fried Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and they have all 
been negatived by this House. Unfortunately, the attitude that we 
find taken up by the Government during this session is that even 
if the Opposition move that a comma or a semi-colon should be 
removed, the Government must necessarily oppose it and they cannot be 
passed. That, Sir, is the attitude which we find Government to have taken 
up ; therefore, even a reasonable request for a provision which finds a place 
in an Act of the Central Legislature on a kindred subject which is still in 
existence on the Statute Book, has been ignored and provisions have been 
incorporated which will act as an engine of oppression upon the cultivators 
of Bengal who are thus placed at the sweet mercy of the Veterinary Assistant 
and police officers who have been invested with full powers for the 
administration of the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill. Sir, what is 
provided in section 22 of the Bill? There, it is provided that “no person 
shall be entitled^ to any compensation in respect of the destruction of any 
animals or things or of any other loss, injury, detriment or inconvenience 
caused him by reason of anything done under this Act in good faith.” I do 
not know what the word “thing” means. “No person shall be entitled to 
any compensation in respect of the destruction of any animal or thing, or of 
any other loss” — these provisions in this Bill are very wide. It may be 
that the Government here are not thinking of animals but of some other 
thing — men who go and enter into a house and may have taken away things 
from that house and appropriated them, probably all such actions even 
though they may be malicious — are going to be protected by clause 22 of 
the Bill. Clause 2(1 is again introduced, and we do not know with what 
purpose. liegarding clauses 22 and 2d, the Honourable Minister in charge 
of the Bill said that they deal with two different things — one with indemnity 
and the other with the power to claim compensntion. But I may point out 
that both of them are the same thing 

The Htn’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

May I rise on a point of personal explanation, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have a right of reply at the end; you can do 
so at that time. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

But the honourable member has been misinterpreting what I said. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Is it a personal explanation? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, Sir. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I refuse to yield: the 
Hon’ble Minister may say what he wishes to say in the course of his reply. 
With regard to these two sections, sections 22 and 23, the Hon’ble Minister 
contends that I have misquoted him. Sir, I have not misquoted him; I 
heard him all right and I say that he has misunderstood the point that I 
was going to make. One of the clauses deals with indemnity and the other 
with compensation ; but. Sir, indemnity for what ? It is indemnity for 
compensation. Therefore the two sections deal with the same thing. When 
another amendment was going to be moved, a gentleman on the Government 
side whispered “what are you saying with regard to the rules? We 



944 *] 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS BILL. 


765 


ire not going to frame any rules under section 24’’. They are going to put 
he Act into operation immediately — probably in these hard days the 
Veterinary Assistant is in want of something, and therefore Government da 
lot like to wait for framing rules under sec-tion 24 of the Act. These are 
;he provisions which have been made. Look at another provision in this 
3ill. Animals have been defined as bulls, bullocks, cows, oxen, heifers, 
stc. I think that includes bulls consecrated by Hindus at the time of sradh 
md khodai bulls of the Muhammadans which roam about at large. It wouJd 
)e a very dangerous thing if these consecrated bulls and ''khodai bulls” 
,re destroyed or shot down by any officer whetlicr l)y Government or 
L police officer. No provision has been made for their protection. If you 
,re going to segregate these cattle, make some provision with regard to these 
inimals which are considered both by Hindus and Muslims as sacred. I 
herefore submit that there should liave been some provision regarding this 
lass of animals. Then, there should have been some provision for compen- 
ation for destruction of animals and there should have been no arrest 
dthout warrant. Section 19 says: “any police officer not , below the rank 
f a sub-inspector may at the request in writing of a veterinary' assistant 
rrest, without u^arrant, any person who has been (concerned in any offence 
nder this Act”. So, he can arrest without warrant any person who is 
uspected of being accused of any offence under the Act. Why this wide 
ower has hoen given, it is not understood. Then, Sir, he may not be a' 
eterinary assistant, he may be a person authorised by the Provincial 
rovernment to do the w'ork of the veterinary assistant. He goes and arrest, s 
ny person and thus the liberty of the people is in danger, and you are going 
) pass a law of this kind. My friend, Kai Sahib Jogendra Nath Hoy, 
hairman of the Asansol Municipality, asks w'hat are the qualifications of a 
eterinary assistant who performs these very onerous duties — I do not know 
he qualifications — but you are placing the liberty of six crores of the 
ahabitant^ of Bengal in their hands. 

Rai BdhsduT KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJIZ On a point of iuforma- 
on, Sir. Do not these persons include the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
agriculture who is supposed to be responsible for the cattle population of 
lengal ? 

Mr. T. B. NIMMO: Mr. President, Sir, in rising to support the motion 
3r the passing of this Bill, I wdsh to cong'ratulate the Hon’ble Minister for 
Producing this much-needed measure and for the fair and impartial manner 
3 which he presided over the Select 'Committee during its deliberations. 

I hope, Sir, that the rules will be framed in tsuch a manner as will cause 

0 undue delay in operating this Act and that the fullest possible use will 
e made of it. 

I would, however, suggest, Sir, that this Bill is liable to become so much 
aste paper unless it is properly administered and particularly unless there 

1 proper supervision of the veterinary officers whose duties it is to prevent 
le spread of diseases. Even in the ordinary course of their duties veterinary 
ficers rarely visit the remotest villages and there must be many villagers 
ho have never seen the face of a veterinary doctoi in their villages 
Ithough the cattle epidemics are chiefly confined to villages. I have good 
"ason to believe also that the class of men recruited for training in the* 
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Bengal Veterinary College is steadily deteriorating; and if sucli men are 
•given independent charge in districts, they are likely to‘ remain sitting at 
headquarters as they are inclined to do at present unless properly supervised. 
I would, therefore, enquire from the Hon’ble Minister through you. Sir, if 
the present staff of the Civil Veterinary Department is adequate for the 
administration of the Act and what steps Government propose to take to 
-ensure that the veterinary staff is strictly supervised. 

Sir, I venture to offer a suggestion through you to the Hon^ble Minister. 
There is a special staff under the Principal of the Bengal Veterinary College 
for the prevention of the glanders under the Glanders and Farcy Act, but 
their functions are at present localised in the towns and suburbs of Calcutta 
and Howrah. Beports for the past few years reveal that the work of this 
department is much minimized and my suggestion is that this staff be utilized 
as a supervising staff for the purposes of this Bill. I would further suggest 
that the Veterinary Assistants for the administration of this Act may be 
recruited from senior officers of the Civil Veterinary Department with at 
least 5 years’ service but that there should be no bar to direct appointment 
provided competent, hard-working and honest men are available with a 
knowledge of rural life and conversant with the language of the villagers. 
The number of Veterinary Assistants to be appointed must necessarily 
depend on the number of villages to be supervised ; but 1 would impress on 
Crovernment the necessity for a staff for the strict supervision of the 
veterinary assistants. 

With these few words. Sir, I support the motion for passing the Bill. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Sir, not being present during the earlier 
.stage of the discussion on this motion, I am afraid, I am not conversant with 
the views which have been expressed by different honourable members. But 
I felt somewhat inclined to agree with Mr. Nimmo when he said that this 
Bill may eventually end in pious wish as many other Bills of this nature 
have done. I know that many Epidemic Diseases Acts which concerned 
human beings have been practically dead letters. We seem to think that 
it is a very easy thing to copy Bills from other countries and to bring in 

such a Bill here and pass it, without bestowing the least thought on the 

machinery which would be necessary to give effect to the dift'erent provisions 
of the Bill. Mr. Nimmo has rightly said that the staff will have to be 
"tremendously augmented. I do not know" what the actual figures for 
the existing staff' are. As far as I know, there is one Veterinary 
College for the whole of Bengal and I do not know how many students 

^re turned out every year by this college. Neither do I know 

whether there is any cattle census taken for the whole of Bengal. 
I do not know the number of staff that w"ould be necessary to 
exercise a proper check over the diseased animals which are scattered 
'throughout the length and breadth of the country, specially in view of the 
fact that communications are so difficult now-a-days. It may take days 
before you get any assistance from the veterinary officer from the subdivi- 
flion or from the district ; and when at last the veterinary officer visits the 
place after being in correspondence spread over several weeks, not only the 
animal dies but it spreads the disease to other animals also. That is what, 
I am afraid, will happen. I admire the motive of the Hon^ble Minister 
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introducing this Bill and also sympathise with his feeling towards the 
diseased cattle, or for the matter of that, for the entire cattle population of 
the province. But I am afraid, until and unless some provision is made in 
the Budget for meeting the extra expenditure under this head, it will be no 
use simply putting a Bill on the Statute Book. 1 do not know whether 
provision has been made in the Budget for the exi>enditure tliat is likely to be 
incurred in this connection. I do not know also whether this Bill was under 
the contemplation of Government at the time of the framing of the Budget. 
A huge staff will actually be required over and above the existing staff of 
the Veterinary Department. I do not know whether any provision has been 
made in this year’s Budget for that; I do not think any such provision has 
been made. I may be w^rong and 1 hope I am wrong, but that is one of the 
things which are worrying me. According to the notification of the 
Contagious Diseases Act, a person has to notify if a patient is suffering 
from tuberculosis or from other such diseases. But what is the result? 
Suppose, I visit a tuberculosis patient in a private house and inform the 
authorities about the matter. What is the result? The fellow might be 
poor. There is no provision for isolating him (Khan Bahadur Abdut. 
Momin : Let him die.) He must die, because we cannot segregate him. 
So, it is no good informing the authorities whatever the disease may be. 
The same thing exists to a certain extent in England. In England, the 
number of institutions for isolating and segregating the diseased animals 
is very great; but in spite of that they cannot enforce it strictly, and in 
spite of the co-operation of the public who are sufficiently educated to 
understand preventive measures, they cannot successfully operate the provi- 
sions of the Act. But, here the public are uneducated and particularly 
those villagers and cultivators who maintain cattle do not know anything 
of the preventive measures. You have to operate this Act by considerable 
public propaganda, and your Publicity Department will have to play a very 
larg’e part if you want this Bill to work successfully. 

Then, we have to take into consideration the fact that there is only one 
Veterinary College for the whole of the Province. Do you think that this 
one college will be able to produce sufficient number of veterinary surgeons? 
I think that the veterinary course is for three years. What is the number 
of students that come out from this college annually? It may not be more 
than 30 or 40. Do you think that with 30 or 40 recruits from the college 
annually, you will be able to cope with the requirements which are envisaged 
in this Bill ? I do not blame you for your desire to get this Bill 
through. I have every sympathy, but I earnestly urge that simultaneously 
with the enactment of this Bill Government should come forward with a 
definite scheme and let this House know what they propose to do in regard 
to making this Bill a live Bill. If you do not do so, I am afraid the Bill 
will be practically neglected and the operation of this Act will be probably 
observed more on the oppressive side, as has been suggested by many honour- 
able members than on the beneficial side. I have some experience 
in this matter. I wanted to have some cattle inoculated against certain 
epidemic diseases. But I only succeeded in getting it done after making 
a good deal of correspondence. If this has happened to me who live in this 
city of Calcutta, I do not know what will be the fate of those who lire in. 
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far-off villages if they want preventive inoculation of their cattle against 
epidemic diseases. Have yon got a sufficient number of laboratories to have 
preventive inocuration.^ If Government is really serious about this Bill, 
they should at once set their heart to provide necessary machinery and 
necessary funds in the budget for this purpose. If there has been no 
provision for it in the budget which has already been passed, they should 
come with a supplementary budget before this House for its consideration. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, it is easy to agree with the remarks 
which have been made by Mr. Niinmo and the honourable member who has 
just sat down. Nobody claims, and I do not think that the Hon’ble 
Minister in cJiarge of the Agriculture Department will claim, that the 
number of veterinary surgeons or other equipments at their disposal are 
sufficient. We all know that at the present moment there is considerable 
dearth of veterinary assistants in the province. But that is no reason why 
we should not make a move for tackling this very serious matter. Does 
Dr. Hay think that because we have not got sufficient number of veterinary 
assistants or that we have not got properly-equipped laboratories, therefore, 
this matter should be left as it is? 

Dr, KUMUD SANKAR RAY: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 

I never said that because there are no arrangements the Government should 
not move in the matter. I said that if Government want this Bill to be a 
live Bill, they should immediately put their heads together to provide the 
requisite machinery for the purpose. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: No doubt, everyone should join in asking 
the Government to make adequate provision for the proper functioning of 
this Act and for the appointment of a larger number of veterinary assistants. 
But this matter should not be allow^ed to stand in the w^ay of 
making a move for trying, at least for making an attempt, to 
prevent the diseases of cattle from spreading and (‘rinsing a heavy 
economic loss. The reason why w‘e have not yet got a large 
number of veterinary surgeons or the reason why in every direction the 
Agriculture Department of Government is inadequately staffed, is to be 
found in the fact that the people of Bengal themselves have never cared 
or agitated for having these facilities supplied to them. Government in the 
past have, as I have said before, been anxious and solicitous more for the 
proper administration of Law and Order than the development of the nation- 
building departments. But times have changed, and now everyone thinks 
about the development of the nation-building departments as their one point 
of safety, and every department we now find is trying its best to cater to the 
welfare of the people. And in keeping with that general trend, this Bill 
has been brought forward in order to safeguard our cattle from dying of 
diseases and of bad treatment. Therefore, as I say, we certainly join with 
Mr. Nimmo and Dr. Hay in their view^ that Government should, as far as 
possible, try to improve the teaching of veterinary subjects and increase the 
number of veterinary assistants. It cannot surely be expected that in course 
of one day Government will be able to produce about 5,000 veterinary 
assistants ready to go about the country and treat animals. Just in the same 
way, the Local Self-Government and Public Health Department are not able 
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to supply a sufficient number of doctors and the quantity of medicines which 
are required for the purpose of treatment of diseases in the country. I 
think we should all welcome the move in this direction, namely, the intro- 
duction of this Bill and instead of criticising it on that score we should 
all join together and try to get adequate np'aey provided for in the Budget 
which would be required to advance and improve veterinary traijting in 
thifr province. 

As regards the remarks made by Mr. Mukherjee, I am very sorry about 
the expression which he has used with regard to our alleged treatment of 
the Opposition in not even agreeing to changing a comma or semi-colon 
when suggested by them. I can assure my friend and I can quote several 
instances to show that we have accepted the very useful suggestions which 
have, from time to time, been made by the Opposition. I may refer, in 
particular, to the Agricultural Land Alienation Bill. Didn’t we accept the 
suggestions made by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and other members of his 
Party It is not a pleasure for anybody to oppose sensible suggestions and 
we have never done that. However, Sir, I would stop there. But if there is 
opposition only for the sake of opposition and if whatever comes from the 
Government side has got perforce to be opposed, then do not put the blame 
upon us for we may be doing what the Opposition is doing. As for a comma 
or a semi-colon, if a comma or a semi-colon is misplaced, surely that must 
be opposed. We cannot allow that to go into our Acts. Mr. Mukherjee has 
made much of the possibility of this Bill^being an engine of oppression. 
Of course, that expression has become very common with members of the 
other side. In everything they seem to see either an engine of oppression 
or a death-knell to our civil life. But we must examine everything properly 
with a sense of proportion. Drastic steps are necessary in cases where cattle 
"diseases spread in the villages. Now, Sir, strong exception has been taken 
to the provision in the Bill that on the report of a veterinary surgeon, a 
sub-inspector of police can arrest any person without warrant and thus put 
him to trouble. It is known to every one that a sub-inspector of police, 
without this provision, has already that power to arrest any person without 
any warrant. So it is not understood how this provision would give him 
an additional power. On the other hand, here we have additional safeguard 
against such act of the police that he must have the support of the veterinary 
surgeon who is a technical man. When two officers of Government take 
into their heads to do something, there is extra responsibility on their part. 
The people of the village are not so helpless now-a-days as they used to be 
before on account of the political upheaval, and they will not hesitate to 
make an appeal before the higher authority if these officers act with a bad 
motive. They know now that if these officers act in a wrong way, they are 
liable to be punished. 

Mr. Nimmo has suggested that there should be proper supervision in the 
districts. I entirely agree with him and I have no doubt that Govern- 
ment will also agree to this. But whether the police officer and the veterinary 
surgeon are able to oppress the people largely depends on the people them- 
selves. They can only do so when there are party differences in the village. 
I have on many occasions seen that diseases of cattle were dealt with in 
such a manner that they became dangerous not only to the neighbour but to 
the whole village. Almost the entire cattle-stock in the rural areas as 
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become extinct. This is a matter in which drastic action must be taken » 
Only last year I myself lost 32 heads of plough cattle on account of epidemics. 
(Mr. Shhish Chan’dra iOhakraverti : Then you should have been arrested.) 
Yes, my manager should have been. So, these officers will not arrest persons 
for the mere pleasure of arresting them. They will not do so unless there 
be any reason for it. A sub-inspector, if he wants to arrest any particular 
person in his locality out of grudge, hundreds and thousands of ways are open 
to him for doing so. 'He can do so without the report of the veterinary 
surgeon and for doing so he does not require the support of another officer. 
So I think the Opposition has been exaggerating this fear. Of course, there 
are possibilities of harassment; but we must take things as they should be. 
Because there is possibility of liarassment, we should not take any action, 
this attitude we should not take up. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das suggested that 
no arrest should be made without an order of the court. But in that case 
what would happen ? Suppose there is a cattle disease in a particular village 
and cattle are dying of rinder'pest or some such disease : the owners were 
told to take proper action but they refuse to do so. In that case, the veteri- 
nary assistant will have to run to the headquarters and report the matter to 
the authority. He will ask for a report from the veterinary surgeon and the 
surgeon will have to make a 'post-mortem examination after which he will 
send that report uj) and then there will be an order on the sub-inspector to 
take proper care of the diseased animal and arrest the man. Meanwhile, all 
the cattle in the village will die. This is not the procedure which anybody 
should recommend or suggest. , 

As regards harassing the people, I think in every Act you will find that 
there are hundreds of ways of harassing the people if the executing 
authorities want to harass them. For instance, the Government of India s 
Defence of India Rules, measures regarding food control, Penal Code, 
the Criminal Procedure Code and so on and so forth. What about the Sarda 
Act? There are officers and officers. The mental condition of all the officers 
are not wholly vicious. 

Then, as regards the criticism regarding compensation. Here again, if 
a cattle dies of a particular disease and action has to be taken against that 
cattle by destroying it, then who is going to give compensation? I may 
say, though that would be blasphemous, it is the Providence who should pay 
the compensation. If an animal is attacked with a contagious disease, then 
all the animals in the locality are liable to catch the infection. Now, if 
that particular animal is not destroyed, it is the people who may claim 
damage from the owner of that particular diseased animal. (Rai Bahadur 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee: That animal might be segregated or be sent 
to the Pinjrapole.) There is provision for segregation in this Bill also. 
You can always level criticisms against anything. Sir, there is a Bengali 
proverb have to live among 

people in the villages who have no civic sense at all. Gradually, they will 
have to be taught this civic sense. Therefore, I say that all these criticisms 
perhaps may be due to the over-enthusiasm for the safety of the people. I 
do not attribute any other motive. I also appeal to the members opposite 
to consider the whole position quietly. If you want to eradicate an evil, 
you will have to take drastic action. (Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra 
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Banerjee : What about the over-zealous officers ?) They should all retira 
and come to the Council. (Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakra verti : Like the 
Khan Bahadur himself.) 

Sir, I have nothing more to say. With these ffew words, I support the 
motion for the Third Reading of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I wish to make a few 
observations on this motion for the Third Reading of this Bill. Sir, at the 
outset, I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on the introduction of this 
Bill and the way in which he has piloted it. Much criticism has been levelled 
against this Bill on various grounds. Sir, the learned speaker wdio haa 
just sat down has very ably refuted some of the criticisms. 

Sir, the first question is whether this Bill will be effective or workable if 
it is placed on the Statute Book of this province. I shall presently show 
by facts and figures the condition of Bengal in 1937. 

Sir, from the Royal Commission Report on Agriculture, we find that in 
Bengal the total number of cattle was 2 crores and 54 lakhs and it was about 
54 per cent, to the total population of Bengal at that time. In Assam it 
was 7GT per cent., Punjab 73*3 per cent, and IT. P. 68 per cent. Sir, 
according to our Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill, the number of 
cattle has been reduced, and he quoted the figure of 23 millions only as the 
total cattle population of Bengal, and in reply to my question he stated 
that the cattle stock remained more or less stationary during the last ten 
years. 

Sir, in 1937, there was one Veterinary Assistant for 29,500 cattle in the 
North-West Frontier Province and there was one Veterinary Assistant for 
36,000 cattle in the Punjab, there was one Veterinary Assistant for 65,500 
cattle in Bombay, there was one Veterinary Assistant for 81,500 cattle in 
the Central Province, there was one Veterinary Assistant for 82,500 cattle 
in Madras and one Veterinary Assistant for 96,000 cattle in Assam; but what 
we find so far as Bengal was concerned. In Bengal there was only one 
Veterinary Assistant to take charge of as many as 1 lakh and 35 thousand 
cattle. 

Then, as regards expenditure under this head, we find that in 1937 while 
the North-West Frontier Province spent 23*8, the Punjab spent 16*3, 
Bombay 9-1, the Central Province G'7, Madras 8 4, Assam 8 2, Bengal spent 
only 4T. Sir, taking all these figures into account, it appears that Bengal’s 
figure is the lowest as compared with those of the other provinces. Sir, both 
from the economic and public health points of view the improvement in the 
condition of health of cattle should be the vital concern of Bengal at the 
present moment. 

It appears that milk is one of the most important items in the matter 
of keeping up the health of human beings. It appears also that the per 
cctpita consumption of milk in Bengal is the lowest as compared with that 
of the Punjab or Bombay. The Punjab consumes 9*9 ozs. of milk per head 
of population, Bombay 4 ozs. and Bihar and Orissa 3-2 ozs., the United 
Provinces 5 ozs., Assam 2 2 ozs. and Bengal only 19 ozs. Therefore, from 
the public health point of view, it is necessary that cattle should be improved 
and every step should be taken to check the spread of contagion among 
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them in Bengal. In 1937 the number of gazetted officers and non-gazetted 
officers in the Veterinary Department in India was as follows: In the 
Punjab the number of gazetted officers was 36, and non-gazetted officers 
406; in Madras, the number of gazetted officers was 23 and that of non- 
gazetted officers 274; in Bengal the number of both classes of officers was 
13 and 174, respectively. Of course, I have not got the latest figures — I 
do not, therefore, know how many officers have been increased during these 
S years in Bengal. I have quoted figures as they stood in the year 1937. 
Considering all these ppints, it is very important that the Bill should be 
worked properly. But while I fully support the provisions of the Bill, 
I think there is something wanting in it. There &r© some provisions in 
the Bill which bear the impress of the old bureaucratic days. With all 
respect I must say that Bengal after the introduction of Provincial Autonomy 
has not changed except in some respects. Its life has not changed and it 
is still grouping in the old groove of bureaucratic methods of administration. 
With all respect to our Ministers, again, I must say that old bureaucracy 
is still holding sway, in the administration of this province, though not to 
the same extent as before. And that is why every Bill that is being intro- 
duced in this House bears some impress of the old days, and the present 
Bill is not immune from that impress. What I fear and apprehend is that 
provisions have been embodied in the Bill which will delay necessary action 
being taken at once. What is the machinery provided in the Bill for treat- 
ment of the diseased and infected cattle or of those suspected to be 
infected with any contagious disease? The machinery is that information 
has to be sent to the President of the Union Board. From our experience 
of the working of the Union Boards it can be easily imagined that the 
President of the Union Board will take -some time in the matter. If he is 
satisfied, then only he may send a report to the Subdi visional Officer who 
is an over-worked man — pressure of work is too much for him now-a-days — 
and if after consideration he decides to transmit this information he will 
send it to the veterinary assistant. When this information is sent to the 
veterinary assistant, what he will do? He will go to the locality and 
enquire into the case. Then he wull send the report to the Government or 
to an officer appointed by Government and at the same time a copy of the 
same to the Subdivisional Officer. This is the scheme. There may be 
delay in the Union Board; then the order of the Subdivisional Officer has 
to be awaited and in the meantime, the infection may spread from village to 
village. I appeal therefore to the Hon’ble Minister to see that there may 
be officers who should look to the prompt working of this Act, because on 
the proper working depends the prosperous and economic life of Bengal. 
There is another thing — there is no provision for animal hospital in this 
Bill. I find from the Madras Cattle Diseases Act that there is a provision 
for animal hospital there and as soon as it is suspected that an animal is 
infected with a contagious disease, the veterinary assistant’s duty is to send 
it to the nearest hospital; but there is no such provision here. Unless 
there is sufficient provision for proper treatment of the animal it is very 
difficult to work this Act. What is provided in this Bill is that the man 
will be compelled to segregate the animal and make necessary arrangement. 
But where is he to get medicine and other things? I think it is the duty 
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of the veterinary assistant to make proper arranoement for the treatment 
of the animal. In the Madras Ad it is provided thal the vtderinary assist- 
ant would mak(‘ all these aiTaiigemeiits and -the lU'eessary expenses W'ould 
he lealised from the ownei’. But it is the duty of the veterinary assistant 
to make all arrangements. So in this lespect this Bill is defective. With 
tliese words 1 support the Third Beading of the Bill. 1 i-ongratulate the 
Hon’l)le Minister for whom I have got the highest regard. Be is a sineeri* 
soul and since his appointment as Minister in charge of Agriculture he is 
trying to introduce heneficial measures for tlu' good of the ];)roviiice. 1 
hope he will do his best to work this Act projierly for the good of t,he people 
and foi the catth‘ population of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, most of the criticisms made hy the Opposition have already been met by 
my friends, Khan Bahadur Momin and Mr. Nur Ahmed. 1 have very few 
observations to make. Mr. Mukherji has (‘ompaied this law^ with the 
British law. AVe have ke^jt tli(‘ British law as oiii ideal and we are 
approaching the ideal. AVe cannot reach the ideal all at once. In Britain, 
it is possible to make provision for compensation for all animals to be killed, 
because there is a State fund there so large that llii‘y cani afford (o ])av' for 
this and many other social legislations, such as, i‘oor Fund, \\h)ik('rs Fund 
and so on. Can we hav(‘ all these things at this stage in Bengal in its 
present economic condition? We aie gradually trying to introduce these 
social legislations om‘ by oik*; w(‘ cannot exjiect to do (‘vm y tJi ing all at 
once and it cannot be ('\p('ct('d that our hgislatioii shouhl lie as perfect, as 
Britain's. We have only made a beginning ami [ do not claim tin* Bill 
to be a ])erfeci piece of hgislation . No human law (*an be pmfecd and this 
being a new' social legislation must have some defects. Fi'om inxynuience 
we W'jll take lesson and tiy to make it better and improve uj)on it and bring 
it to the standard of Britain. As regards clauses 22 and 22, All-. Baiikim 
Chandra Alukherji lias made a confusion as to what, stabunent I had niadc^ 
regarding them. One of these clauses provichcs that no c()m])ensation 
should be paid and the other iirovided that no punishment, should bi' indicted 
upon the (h'owm servants, (dause 22 provides that, no compensation should 
be payable by Government on account of anything done in good faith. 
Government would not be liable to pay any compensation, ( lause 28 
refers to A'rown servants, it says that Crown servants should not be 
punished on account of anything doin' in good faith. 

1 am grateful to^Ii’. Nimino and Dr. Bay for their many useful sugges- 
tions. Nobody realises it more than 1 do the inadequacy of the staff of the 
A^eterinary Department. This department will re(iuire strengthening if we 
want to do any real service to the count.yv in matters velerinaix. Th.s 
Bill wall be an incentive towards the strengthening of the veterinary stud. 
A Bill like this w^as very necessary. The present staff of the A^eterinarv 
Department is unable to do their duty properly in the absence of a Bill like 
the present one. They cannot segregate or kill the affected animals. This 
Bill will give them power to do their duty properly\ 

As regards funds, money wall be forthcoming. I may^ say tliat this 
Government has never stopped short to spend money. AV^henever money 
90 
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was neerlef] for any beneficial measure, money was spent. To inoet the 
situation of last year we spent crores and cvores of rupees, far beyond our 
capacity. No one th)w can say tliai. money is not fortlicomiiip' for the 
nation -building* departments. 

A suggestion has been inarh* for sireng-thening' and enlarging the present 
Veterinary College to a very great extent. I may say for tlie information 
of the honourable members that we liave got a very good college in Bengal, 
namely, the B(*ngal V(‘t(‘j*inaiy (^)llege. In facd, the othcu* provinces are 
jealous of our college. We get nearly 25 to 30 studcmts from other 
proviji(*es. The college has SO seats and we never get more than 50 students. 
If we get sutHci(‘nt numb(u‘ of students, I think our college would In* able 
to accoinniodate them and would be able to ine(‘t the recpiireinents of this 
province lor the next 8 to 10 years. After that it may perhaps be necessary 
to further enlarge the c(dlege. {Dr. Kcmitu Sankar Bw : Start 5 more 
colleges.) Not at })resent. Moreover, we cannot ahord to start more colleges 
at once. 

As regards the Brahmini bulls, Mr. Bankim Chandra Muklu'rjee lias 
suggested that those bulls should be s])(‘cially taken care of. But he neither 
suggested that in the Sele(*t (5unmitt(*e nor did In* send an\ amendment 
during the consideration of this Bill. We have accepted many suggestions 
of the memb(*rs of the O])position. So, ii is not (‘OTi'eet to say that we 
did not aci'ept tin* amendments becaus(‘ ihey came from the side of the 
Ofiposition. No question was raised and no suggestion made either in the 
Select Connnittec or in the House, and no amendment was tabled by the 
members of the Opposition regaiding Brahmini bulls. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: An amendment was 
tabled by me 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

But was it moved at all? However, 1 am grateful to the honourable 
members of this House because th(*v have supported the principle of the 
Bill. Of couTse, there have been some criticisms rt'gardiiig some particular 
matters; but ns F have said, ne cannot ex])ect a, ])erfect legislation all at 
once. AVe have made just a beginning, and we hope to improve it and 
by as we gain exfumience. Willi tfu'se words, 1 commend the Bill for the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, 
be passed. 

(Th(^ motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, tlu'ri^ is no official busiiu'ss in the House till the (Sth May next, but 
we can sit for non-otlicial business. But I think it will be inconvenient for 
the members to coiih' only for non-official businevss when they will get a 
chance of non-official business afterwards. Therefore, if the honourable 
members are agreeable, Hie House may be adjourned till Sth May* 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in tliis connection I may 
mention that we have already lost iwo non-olhcial days, and this will he the 
third day which we shall lose. 1 hope the Hon ’hie Minister will 
rememher it. 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

If the honourable members so wisli, we are (piiii* willing to sit on Friday 
next. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I take it that the honourable members are not 
particularly anxious to sit on Friday next. 

((’ries of “No”, “No” fi'om many hojimirahh* members.) 

The House stands adjourned till l-dO [).m. on Monday^ the 8th May. 

Adjournment. 

The ^Council then adjourned till 1-8-0 p.m. on Moj'day, the 8th May, 

1944. 
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Members Absent. 

Tlie following members were iibseul from the meeting beld on tbe 26tli 
April, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Baliadur Naziriiddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultannddin Ahmed. 

(d) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdluiry. 

(b) Mr. Huma\un Reza Chowdhnry. 

(6) Mr. N. C. JJatta. 

(7) M r.s. Labanya, Probha Dult. 

(8) Mr. K. K. EuUa. 

(9) Mr. Molianied Hossain. 

(10) Mr. M. R. flaipuria. 

(11) Maulana Mohd. Alaam Khan. 

(12) Mr. bV. B. (h Laidlaw. 

(Id) Rai Baliadur B. M. Maitra. 

(14) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(lb) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Ibirssell. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Miiklesur Rahman. 

(18) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(19) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(20) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

(21) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 35. 


The Coencjj- met in iUe Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 8 th May, 1944, at 1-30 p.m., being the 
thirty-fifth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

Mr. President (the Hon'hle Sir Bi.tov Pkas.-vd Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

Oath. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Any gentleman desiring to take the oath of office 
may do so now. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibullali Chowdhury then took the oath of 
allegiance to the Crown. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Price of vegetables. 


137. Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed): (a) Will the Hou'hle Minister in charge of the Agriculture 
Department be pleased lo .state it if. is a tael that the prices of veptables 
have shot up abnoruialK iu Bengal to the great sullenng of the people here i- 
{},) Is it a fact that the Government of India asked from the Government 
of Bengal in the early liait ui 1943 (o prepare schemes for cultivation and 
collection of vegetables with a view to giving them financial assistance from 
the Central revenues for siicli scheme!^ 

(c) What schemes for cultivation and collection of vegetables have been 


prepaj-ed in Bengal? . , ii n 4 i n 

{d) Has any Hnancial assistance^, b(^en received from the Central (rovern- 

ment for the sanu^? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain: («) Yes. 

{h) Yes; financial assistance was, however, offered in respect of schemes 
for cultivation of vegetables for the Defence Services. 

(c) Apart from schemes for growing vegetables for the Defence Services, 
the ^’ollowing schemes were sanctioned in 1943: 

(i\ A scheme for cultivation of more English vegetables in rural areas at 

a cost of Rs.25,000. u r i- . -i 4 . j 

The object was to buy seeds in hulk so that they could he distributed 

among the growers at cheap rates. 

<ii) A scheme for the purchase and distribution in urban areas of vege- 
table seeds, both Indian and English types, at a cost of Es.2,15,210. 
For 1944 a scheme for purchase and distribution of summer vegetables 

has been sanctioned at a cost of E8.5,160. . .i • 

Another scheme for the cultivation of cold weather vegetables is now 

under consideration of Government. 
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(d) No. 

ScLemes for cultivation of vegetables for the Defence Services are now 
being dealt with direct by the Military authorities. 

As regards schemes for cuJtivation of vegetables for the civilian popula- 
tion, financial assistance was asked for but no1 obtained. 

I am not aware of the reasons for this. 

“Bhog” ration. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, ma^ T disturb the tranquillity and 
peace of mind of the Honourable the Leader of the House by enquiring as to 
what has happened as regards the d(‘eisif)n nbout the ration of Jdiofj for our 
household deities? This matter has becui lu'ought befor(^ the House timers 
without number, but the Hon’ble the Minister for Civil Su])p]ie8 is not 
always available. A confenujee was liehl and the Pundits have already sent 
their views about this (luestion. Tliis (juestion has l)een hanging fire for 
the last two months and we waul a definile answei whether tJiey are going 
to do anything in the matter or not. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 
Sir, I am not aware as to what has takeii ])jae(' in iliis connection. My 
honourable friend infoians me that 1h(‘i(' was a cotifercMua* on this subject. 
I think it would be hettei- to pul ihis <jueslion wdien ilie llon’bh.' Minister 
in charge of Civil Supply is juesenl in the ('hamber. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDir^ : Sir, the latest, information is 
that the Government have taken the o])inion of various ])ersons interested 
in this matter and now the question is pending Ixdon^ the drqiartment for 
suggesting what steps can be taken in this mal1('i I hope' within seven 
or ten days w^e will be able to make a slatemc'ul. 

Committee for amendments to Council Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am now to announce that, as a I'esult of the election 
held under sub-rub' (S) of rule 110 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, the following members have been elected to the committee 
on the amendments to rules 51), 57 and 58 of the said rules:— 

(1) Khan Sahib Nuriil Amin, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(4) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, ;uid 

(5) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

I fix 10 o’clock on Wednesday, the 10th May, as the time for the 
meeting of the committee in the ante-room of the President’s Chamber. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I have your permission 
to put in short-notice amendments on the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Which Bill? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; The Bengal Orphanage 
Bill. The time for giving notice of amendments has expired. So I ask 
your permission to accept short-notice under rule 04, so that they may be 
circulated among the members. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is not on the agenda today. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It has got to be done orally 
on a sitting day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, you may hand it over to the Secretary. 

Order, order. The next item today is the laving of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944, as passed by the Ass(‘nibl;s . 

I may inform the House that no Message relating to this Bill has been 
received from the Assembly. So this item nia\ be treated as withdrawn. 

Ruling from Chair. 

There is no other business to be transacted toda>. Bui 1 would like to 
mention another matter. It was suggesttul t{> t]it‘ Ohair by some members 
regarding the practice of placing papei^ on the liihrary table that, instead 
of being placed on the Library table it would 1 h‘ more convenient if they 
were placed on a table in the (Chamber. I hav»‘ examined this question 
and as an experimental measure 1 have decided that there should be a 
small table placed here on whiidi statements whi(di cannot be incorporated 
in the questions would be put. But in case of voluminous papers, they 
should he placed on tin' Tiibrary table. This will be as an experimental 
measure. If it is not. successful, the old practice would be revived. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, with regard to the 
Bengal Agricultural Tn(M>me-tax Bill, tin' flate for laying it on the Table 
of the '(h)uncil was fixed for today, lu'canse W(‘ expected that the Message 
of the Assembly would he sent before this daft'. The usual time has 
already expired and we do not yet know when the Message will come. 1 
therefore suggest that the date foi* the laying of that Message be fixed for 
the day after tomorrf)W, hecauhc it seems that we cannot ])roeeed until the 
Message comes. We are very sorry for this delay. There has never been 
such a long and unprecedented delay in setoling Messages from tlie other 
House to this House. We could not foresee that the Message will not be 
in the possession of the Rouse by today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, you suggest that for the present we adjourn 
the House till day after tomorrow ? , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : -Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. -on Wednesday, the 10th 
May^ 1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent fi'om the meeting held on the 8th 
May, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(8) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(9) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(11) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(12) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(13) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(14) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(15) Mr. N. N.-Moholanabiah. 

(16) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(18) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(21) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(22) Mr. J. W. r! Steven. 

(23) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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First Sessiofii 1944-^No. 36. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the TiOgislative Build- 
ings Calcutta, on W^ednevsday, the 10th May, 1944, at 1-30 p.m., being the 
thirty-sixth day of the First Session of 1944, xmrsuaiit lo section 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Expenditure on Muslimi Halls and Hostels. 

138. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) the amount of money the Government has spent since 1st April, 

1937, on building Moslem Halls and Hostels in this Province; 

and 

(b) the amount of money the Government has spent on building such 

Hostels and Halls for Hindu students since April, 1937? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department, the Hon’ble Mr, Tamizuddin 
Khan): The figures for the period from 1st April, 1937, to 31st March, 
1943, are — 

(a) Es. 1,79, 347. 

(b) E8.1,40,592. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (a), how many Moslem 
halls and hostels have been erected and where? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Some repair works have been done and actually no 
halls have been erected. Some extensions to hostels attached to the follow- 
ing colleges have been effected : — Lady Brabouriie College, Fazlul Huq 
College, Rajendra College, Faridpur, P. K. College, Contai, Daulatpore 
College, etc. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many Moslem halls have been 
erected ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: You do not want to know about Hindu hostels? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: From answer (a), it appears that 
Rs, 1,79,347 have been spent on Moslem halls and hostels. So, I want to 
know how many hostels and halls have been erected for the Moslems, and 
where. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Daulatpore college is meant for both Hindus and 
Moslems. The expenditure under 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want separately the expenditure 
incurred for the construction of Moslem halls and Hindu halls. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Actually no halls have been erected but only repair 
works were carried on and the amount spent is Rs. ],79,d47 in 6 years. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It appears from answer (h) , iliat an 
amount of Rs. 1,40,592 has been spent 6n Hindu hostels and halls. 1 want 
to know where are these hostels. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: P. K. (ollege, CV)iitai, Midnapore — Rs. 1,000 for 
Hindus and Scheduled Chaste students, Daulatpore Hindu Academy — Rs. (S50; 
Saadat Polleg-e, Karatia — Rs. 1,857 for Hindu and Scheduled (Jaste students; 
Adamdig*hi I.P.J. Hi^di En<»‘lish, Bo^ra, for Hindus and Moslems c()ui])ined 
— Rs. 907; Dilma R.B.R. Hif>h En^i^lish, Rangpiir, for Scheduled Castes — 
Rs. 704-8; Dalgram Middle English, Rangpur, for vScheduled ('astes — 
Rs. 200; Nautara — Rs. 100; Kaliaganj Middle English, Dina.j^mr, etc. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: Am 1 to understand that (loveTument 
did not spend any money on new construction with regard to Moslem halls 
and Hindu hostels, etc.!^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: If addit ions to existing buildings are considered as 
new constructions, then certainly (ioveriiment sjxuit moiK'y on Jit*w coiist ruc- 
tions. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What amount has been spent for exten- 
sion purposes ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Street Accident, 

139. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (^/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleas(‘d to state whether it is a fact that 
since the beginning of the year there has been a large increase in the 
number of street accidents diU' to rash and negligent driving within the 
raunicijial limits of the city of Calcutta!'^ 

(/j) Will the Hori’ble Minister be pleased to state, shovv'ing- month by 
month, the number of all such cases since November last which occurred 
and will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many of them were serious, 
bow many were slight and how many ended in deaths? How many of 
tliese cases were treated in the hospitals of Calcutta ? 

(c) What steps have the Government adopted or intended to adopt to 
prevent such occurrences? 

(d) Were there prosecutions during this period for rash or negligent 
driving causing hurt or death? If so, how many; and how many of them 
ended in conviction? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : («) There was an increase in the 
number of street accidents betw^een November, 1942, and November, 1943. 
The reasons for it were — 

(1) Increase in the military traffic. 

(2) Black-out conditions. 

(3) Foul w^eather conditions in May and June, 1943. 

(4) Influx of ignorant village people and beggars in Calcutta. 

(o) A statement is laid on the Table. 
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(c) The gravity of the situation and the need for tightening up control 
over military vehicles are bein,g constantly impressed on the military 
authorities and they have already taken measure^, to improve matters. The 
number of military traffic- police has been substantially iiu^reased and military 
police patrols are now operating in the Cakutta area. Teriodical round-ups 
of traffic offenders are al«o being made by officer patrols and the first of 
these led to the institution of charges against over 200 driveis. More 
military jwlice are still required and this point is again being brought to 
the notice of the militarj^ commander. 

(d) Duiing the period fiom 1st November, 1942, to 80th November, 1943, 
there were 198 prosecutions for rash and negligent driving causing hurt or 
death out of which 90 resulted in conviction. Other (“ases were either 
untraced or handed over to the military authorities. 


Statement referred to in reply to qncHion No. 139^ of .^frerf arc identic due to 
rash and ncyliyent driviny from Novemher^ 1942, to N ovemher, 1943. 


Months. 

Number of 
accident.^ 
reported. 

Number of 
serious 
cases. 

Number of 
slight 
accidents. 

Number 
ended in 
death . 

Number 
treated in 
hospital. 

1942. 






No verm her 

310 

56 

187 

12 

137 

December 

383 

59 

221 

11 

158 

J94S. 






J anuary 

313 

45 

208 

8 

147 

February 

328 

64 

241 

7 

150 

March 

400 

59 

259 

10 

183 

April 

404 

66 

314 

11 

204 

May 

460 

74 

316 

18 

221 

June 

519 

105 

334 

20 

242 

July 

495 

80 

416 

34 

207 

August 

488 

79 

409 

35 

208 

September 

531 

122 

409 

26 

280 

October 

547 

118 

429 

43 

236 

November 

464 

72 

392 

21 

178 


Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaser 
to state what has been the proportion of deaths of ignorant village peoph 
and beggars who come to Calcutta due to these accidents? 


Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising;. out of (<:/)(4), where .>ou havt 
said that influx of ignorant village jieople and beggars in (aJeutia is oin 
of the reasons for the large increase in the number of street accidents, do 
you mean to say that amongst the persons who were killed in street 
accidents the proportion of ignorant village people was greater? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these street accidents were mostly dne to rash and 
negligent driving? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Not all. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You don’t follow my question. My 
question is : whether these accidents were mostly due to rash and negligent 
driving. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Unless all the cases are tried out and the persons 
are convicted, it is not possible to lay the blame either on the drivers or 
on the village people. I have not got all the figures here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’bie Minister please state 
whether on the information received by Government, Government have 
reason to state that most of these cases were due to negligent and rash 
driving ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Not mostly, because out of 193 cases that were 
prosecuted, only 90 resulted in conviction. 90 out of 193 cannot be 
described as “mostly”. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what is the average charge made against these accused ? 
The Parliamentary Secretary says that only in 90 cases were the accused 
convicted. What is the average charge in these cases? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, I think you should realise the 
absurdity of your own question. How can the Parliamentary Secretary 
give you the “average charges” against the accused? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I began by saying 
that there were 90 convictions ; and I wanted to know what was the average 
or the general charge against the accused in most cases. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: For breaking the motor vehicle rules. 

Socurity prisoner Srijut Suresh Chandra Majumdar. 

140. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
ohaige o-f the Ho-me Department l>e' pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Srijut Suresh Chandra Majumdar, of the Anandn Bazar Patrika, now a 
security prisoner, is ailing for a long time? What is the Doctor’s report 
about his health? 

(6) What was his weight when he entered jail and what is his weight 
now? 

(c) Is it a fact that the security prisoners Srijuts Sasanka; Shekhar Sanyal, 
M.L.A., Nishit Nath Kundu, m.l.a., and Dhirendra Nath Mukherjea, 
ordered to be released were ailing before the order of release was passed on 
them? 

(d) What stands in the way of releasing Srijut Suresh Chandra Mazumdar 
now? 

(e) Do the Government propose to release him immediately? If 
why not? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With regard to this question, I may say 
that this question was asked long ago and has now become stale; and 
accordingly, 1 would not like to put it because the gentleman is now out of 
jail. This question was asked when the gentleman was in jail. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: So^ you are withdrawing tiie question P 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA* DAS: No, but I am protesting that the ques- 
tion should have been answered so late, as I put it when the gentleman was 
in jail, about nine months ago. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So you have lost all interest in the matter? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. Let the Parliamentary Secretary 
however read out the answer. 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a), (6), (J), and (e) Mr. Mazumdar 

has long since been released. 

(c) No. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Supplementary question. Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But you said, Mr. Das, that you had lost all 
interest in this question. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But as the question has been called 
after all, I ain asking this supplementary question. Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary please say when this question was put? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Probably eight or nine months ago. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: While the gentleqian was in jail? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Must be. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the reason for such a late 
answer ? 

Mr, BIREN ROY: The Hon’ble the Home Minister was busy in releas- 
ing. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Releasing the answer or releasing 
political prisoners ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think the Parliamentary Secretary wants 
to answer that question, Mr. Das. 

Flood ini the district of Burdwan. 

141. Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department ^ye pleased to state the latest infoima- 
tion regarding the recent flood in the district of Burdwan on the points 
below — 

(а) probable estimate of the property destroyed ; 

(б) number of families affected ; 

(c) number of deaths ; 

(d) present condition of the flood-affected areas of the district of 

Burdwan ; 

(e) steps taken by the Government to mitigate the sufferings of the 

people affected ; 
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(/) names of the public associations other than the Government who are 
working for relieving the distress of the affected people; and 
{g) it the situation is now under control? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {a) The extent of damage to properties 
in the area affected (555 square miles) in the district of Burdwan is 
estimated as follows: — 

Number of huts destroyed — 18,000. 

Damage to Axis crop — 5 annas. 

Damage to Aman seedlings — 5 annas. 

{b) 12,078. 

(c) About 20. 

{( 1 ) Normal. 

(c) The following relief measures were taken in the Burdwan district, 
a cfuisiderable portion of which was directed to the flood-affected areas : — 

I. Gratuitous relief — 

ia) Cash or grain doles and through free kitchens — Rs. 16,00,000. 

(5) Free grant for reconstruction of huts (in flood-affected areas onl}^) — 

R8.1,00,000. 

(c) Free distribution of clothes, blankets, etc. — • 


(0 

In cash for pur(;hase locally- 

-Es.n 

,000. 

(n) 

In kind — 





Bales. 

0 

Cloth 

68" 



Cotton blankets 

100 

>"By Government. 


Chaddars 

55^ 



Cloth 




Cotton blankets 

17 

>-By the Central Relief Fund 


Hessian blankets or quilts . . 

33 J 

and His Excellency’s 
Relief Fund. 


II. Agricultural loans — 

(a) For purchase of seeds, etc. — Rs. 12,18,000. 

(6) For house-building — Rs. 2, 00, 000 (in flood-affected areas only). 

III. Test Works— 

(a) Test Works (Ordinary) — Rs. 1,10, 000 (in flood-afTected areas only). 
{h) Relief through paddy husking — Rs. 5,000. 

Relief was also given through 98 cheap grain shops and 7 destitutes’ 
hospitals. 

(/) (1) Burdwan District Hood Relief Committee. 

(2) Ghuskara Relief Committee. 

(3) Bengal Relief Committee. 

(41 Ramkrishna Mission. 

(5) Marwari Sahawak Samity, Burdwan. 

(6) Burdwan Traders’ Association. 

(7) Muslim League. 

(8) Burdwan Hard vSabha, 

(9) Calcutta Marwari Relief Samity. 

(101 Hindu Mahasabha. 

(11) Punjab Relief Committee. 
ig) Yes. 
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Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state Avhat is the measurement of tlie area affected P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I have alread;^ said that: it is 5oo s(xiiare miles. 

Damodar flood. 

142. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue l>ei>artment be pleased to state what has been the extent of 
damage to the properties of the j>eople of the district of Burdwau and neigh- 
bouring districts caused by the recent Damodar flood? What steps have 
the Government taken so far to rej^air those damages and l)ring succ our to the 
flood-stricken people of those areas? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’bie Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): Some areas of the districts of 
Burdwan and Hooghly were affected. 

In the district of Hooghly, 11 Unions in the Sadar subdivision were 
more or less affected by the flood. The extent of damage to proj^erties in 
the worst affected Unions is estimated as follows: — 

Paddy crops — 8 annas. 

Cattle — 6 per cent. 

Houses — 6 per cent. 

In Burdwan, the extent of damage to proi>erties in the area affected 
(555 square miles) is estimated as folio w\s : — 

Aus crojis — 5 annas. 

Anian seedlings — 5 annas. 

Houses destroyed — 1(S,000. 

In tlie affected areas of the Hooghly district, the following relief 
measures were taken : — 

I. Gratuitous relief — 

{a) Amount si>ent on grain doles — Rs.35,000. 

(5) Amount spent on cash doles — Rs.20,000. 

(c) Relief through free kitchens. 

{d) Free distribution of cloth and blankets: — 

(?) In cash for purchase locally — Rs. 15,000 (for the entire dis 
trict) . 

{ii) In kind — 

Cloth 

Cotton blankets 
Chaddars 
Cloth 

Hessian blankets 
Cotton blankets 

II. Agricultural loans — 

{a) For retransplantation — Rs.80,000. 

(b) For house-building — ^R8.3,490. 


Bales. 

22 ^ 

20 >Sent by Government. 

loj 

15 ^ 

12 >Sent by Central Relie 
g I Fund and His Excel 
lency’s Cyclone Relic 
Fund. 
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III. Test works (for tke entire district) — Rs. 3,25,000. 

The following relief measures were taken in the Burdwan district, & 
considerable portion of which was directed to the flood-ahected areas : — 

I. (Gratuitous relief — 

(a) Cash or grain doles and through free kitchens — Its. 16,00,000. 

(b) Free grant for reconstruction of huts (in flood-aifected areas only) — 

Rs. 1,00,000. 

(c) Free distribution of clothes, blankets, etc. — 

(i) In cash for purchase locally — Rs. 17,000. 

(it) In kind — , 



Bales. 

Cloth 

68"’] 

Cotton blankets 

100 >Sent by Government. 

Chaddars 

55 J 

Cloth 

31 'I 

Cotton blankets 

71 >Sent by Central Relief 

Hessian blankets or quilts . . 

33 J Fund and His Excel- 


loiicy’s Relief Fund. 


II. Agricultural loans — 

(a) For purchase of seeds, etc. — Rs. 12, 18, 000. 

(b) For house-building — Rs. 2, 00,000 (in flood-ahected areas only). 

III. Test works — 

(a) Test works (Crdinary) — Rs.l,J0,0(K), (in flood-affected areas only). 

(by Relief through paddy husking — Rs. 5,000. 

A number of cheap grain shops and destitutes’ hos})itals were also oj)ened 
in the two districts, some of which are still functioning. 

Members of the Legislature detained as security prisoners. 

143. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tbe Home Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that ten 
security prisoners are members of the Bengal T/egislature Y 

(b) Do they take part in the debates of the Legislatures an far as practic- 
able through correspondence? 

(c) Do they draw their monthly allowances for being members of the 
Legislature ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to allow them to attend the meetings of 
ithe Legislature under police custody to discharge their duties as legislators ?* 
If not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin); (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, the latter portion of (d), namely, 
‘Hf not, why not” has not been answered. I want to know the reason why 
they were not allowed to attend meetings? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; On the ground that they are security prisoners. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Question No. 144 relates to the Public Accounts 
Committee. I think this question should be held up. It is better that 
fihe Hon’ble Minister should himself reply to it. 
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145. Rai Sahib JOCENDRA KATH ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Eevenue Department pleased to state — 

(a) the number of destitutes collected from each district of the Bnrdwan 

Division ; and 

(b) if any arrangements have been made by the Government to feed and 

clothe the destitutes ; and if so, what are they ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 


Mr. Tarak Nath Mukorjea): (a ) — 

District. 

Urban areas. 

Rural areas. 

Midnapore 

270 

21,497 

Burdwan 

1,421 

11,175 

Howrah 

1,596 

4,332 

Bankura 

150 

nil 

Birbhum 

nil 

nil 

Hooghly 

nil 

nil 


(h) A large number of poor houses, work-houses, destitute camps and 
orphanages were opened in tlie Province of which poor-houses and woik- 
houses and 72 orphanages are still functioning. Arrangement for food and 
shelter were made in those places. Besides, 0,625 relief kitchens out of 
which 4,469' were running entirely at Government cost and 1,605 subsidised 
by Government were functioning when the distress was at its peak, and over 
2,500,000 people were fed in them daily. About 6iS,000 people were getting 
cash doles and 2,500,000 people were receiving grain doles during that period 
daily. Over a sum of Its.^U crores has been sanctioned by Government for 
distribution as gratuitous relief. Government have also distributed to the 
destitutes cloths and blankets worth Es.40 lakhs. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: How many destitute camps and 
orphanages have been opened in the municipal areas of Burdwan Sadar, 
Asansol, Kalna and Katwa? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot answer the 
question oft'-hand. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: What arrangements |'or food 
and shelter have been made in those camps? The answer has been given 
in general terms and 1 want particulars. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Arrangements for 
supplying food and for medical treatment have been made. If the honour^ 
able member wants more details, T shall be only too glad to furnish them. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: How many of these relief kitchens are 
running now out of 6,625 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I want notice. 
Destitutes sent to Relief Centres. 

146. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of destitutes so far collected from the streets of 
(i) Calcutta and its suburbs, (ti) Dacca and (lit) other mufassal 
towns and sent to the Relief Centres ; 
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(6) how many of them have been repatriated so far, and how many of 
them died in hospitals or other ])laees since the time they were 
sent to the Relief Centres with a view to repatriation ; 

(c) what arrangements the Coveiiunent made for these destitutes to help 
them (f) to establish themselves at their homes where their homes 
were broken u]), (/?’) to rued the riffour.s of the winter, {lu) to 
g-et employment at their native places, (/?') to get possession of 
their lands to maintain tliemselves where their lands passed out 
of their hands, and (r) to im])lcmeiits of husbandry; and 
{(1) what arrangements the (jovernnient made to feed and clothe the 
destitutes where they were too weak t(v work? 

Tbo Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) (/) Calcutta and its 
suburbs 43,524; {ii) Dacca 1,320; and other towns 50,707. 

(M 

Calcutta and its suburbs 
Other towns 

(c) (i), {Hi) and {v) Before the destitutes were repatriated to their homes 
necessary steps were taken to see that adequate arrangement existed in their 
villages for giving them gratuitous relief in the form of cooked food or grain 
doles till such time as was considered necessary. Test workf^ were opened 
where necessary to enable the able-lxidied destitutes to find employment. 
Proposals for rehabilitating them are now under the consideration of 
Government. 

(?/') Cloths, blankets and garments were distributed free to the destitutes. 
. (?/’) The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural liUnd (Temporary Ihovisiona) 

■O’rdina uce, 1943, was promulgated to provide for the restoration of agri(‘ul- 
tural lands sold during 194*3 as a result of the ])revailing distress. A Bill 
for enacting a com})lementary legislation to the said Ordinan(*e lias been 
introduced in the Provincial Legislature. 

{(f) A number of poor homses and destitutes’ camps were opened in which 
free food was gpven to the destitutes who were too weak to work. Cloths 
and blankets were distributed free to the destitutes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
explain the discrepancy between the figures 43,524 — number of destitutes 
collected and 33,418 — number of destitutes repatriated? What happened 
to the other 10,000 destitutes collected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They were released 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Were they released because they were not 
destitutes ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It was considered 
that the destitutes were no longer in need of protection. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Were the destitutes collected on the assump- 
tion tliat they were really destitutes, or rather, Government thought that 
they were destitutes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Certainly. 


Number of 
destitutes 
repatriated. 

33,418 

32,945 


Number of 
deaths. 

89 

4,764 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Government arrested 10,000 destitutes and 
l^^r on found that they were not destitutes and so they were released? 

The Han’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Not exactly that. 
Government released those persons so that they could g’o hack to their own 
native places and join in the crop-harv eating and other work. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand tliat dd,418 people 
who were sent hack to their homes were not in a ])ositioii to earn their liveli* 
hood after they were sent home? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Naturally; they were 
physically weak and they had nothing to fall hack upon. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is Ihe Government aware 
that out of these 38,418 people who were collected most of them ]>rotested 
against being taken in as destitutes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government are not 
aware of it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Govern meni aware 
that such information was sent to the Government from tlie Bengal 
Provincial Hindu Mahasahha camp ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Only in a very few 
cases. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will you please give us the 
number of such “few cases"? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: For the exact number 
I want notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Government aware 
that a small child was taken away leaving his mother alone? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is extremely diffi- 
cult to answ('r it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I don’t think the question does arise, Mr. Mukherjee. 
This is a general question, whereas you are referring to a particular question. 

‘^Puber Bandh.” 

147. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chaige 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Magis- 
trate of Howrah, Mr, Slewart, visited the Kashpur I]nit)n Board in November, 
1940, and requested the board to assess the j^eople of the union and the Circle 
Officer, Amta, to assess the local zamindars proportionately for the purpose 
of rei)airing “Puber Bandh’’ which had been reached by the fiood of 
August, 1939? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Union Board concluded assessment as desired 
by Mr. Stewart? 

(c) What stei)s have been taken to assess and realise the contributions 
from the local zamindars as decided by Mr. Stewart? 

(d) What steps have been taken regarding reduction of rents as per 
Revenue Department letter No. 86D.R., dated the 2nd .lanuary, 1941 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. For 1348 B.S. 
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(c) In spite of repeated demands for payments, the zamindars have not ’ 

paid anything-. # 

(d) The receipt of a representation from the Assistant Secretary, Rash- 
pnr Union Palli Samiti, was acknowledged as per Revenue Departiuriit 
letter No. 86L.R., dated the 2nd January, 1941. But as the representation 
contained a general prayer for reduction of rent merely on the ground of 
economic crisis no action was taken. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Government be pleased to state 
what happened to the funds which were actually paid by the tenants.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; As the assessment 
took place long ago, I want notice for answering it, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, this question w^as put precisely because 
it was desired to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the state 
of affairs which obtains there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, he wants further notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister one of those 
zemindars who refuse to make payments in spite of repeated demands .P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question does arise. You can 
put him questions only in his capacity as a Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am sorry, Sir. 

Cultivable land in the reserve forests. 

148. Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Forest and Excise Department be ])leased to state if the Government of 
Bengal propose to take steps to release the cultivable land within the reserved 
and protected forest areas for the cuHivalion of paddy and other suitable 
crops? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prem Hari Barma): vSince the inauguration of the “Grow 
More Food” campaign, hundreds of permits have been issued to bona fide 
cultivators for growing paddy and other crops in cultivable lands in the 
reserved and protected forsts. The Forest villagers are also cultivating 
thousands of acres of forest lands for growing food crops. Bona fide 
cultivators who want cultivable lands in the forests for the cultivation of 
food crops may get permits for such lands, if available, on applying to the 
Divisional Forest Officers concerned. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Miaister please lotik to the 
nature of my question and state if any lands have been released from the 
reserved and protected forest areas for the purpose of cultivation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PREM HARI BARMA: Yes. 

Nominatioit to the Miinicipality of Jessore. 

148. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) how many members from Hindu, Muslim, Scheduled Caste and 
Christian communities respectively were recommended for nomi- 
nation to the Municipality of Jessore by the District Magistrate 
of Jessore during the last three financial years; 
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(6) the principle or principles on which nomination of commissioners 
to the Jessore Municipality has been made in tlie past; and 

(c) the principle or principles that has been followed in such nomination 
during* the present year? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the J’ublic Health and Local Self Government Depart- 
ment, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad); (r/) During 
the last three financial years no nominations were made to the Tessore 
Municipality as the question of reconstitution did not arise in this period. 

(b) To adjust any deficiencies in the proj>er representation of minority 
communities and to secure the presence on MunicijKil Roaids of persons 
who are likely and able to assist in implementing the polii y of the Provincial 
Government in municipal administration. 

(c) No nominations have been made this year: the (piestion does not 
arise. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY; Will the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, who is also a municipal expert, please state when the new nominations 
will be gazetted? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; Within the next month. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH; Will the Hon’ble Minister please state when 
the nominations to the Dinajpur Municij)ality are likely to be out? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Dinajpur Municipality? How does that question 
arise? The (question relates to the nominations to the Jessore Municipality. 

Participation of Government servants in Election. 

150. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home De])artment be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that Mr. Ahmed Hosain, Police Magistrate, Sealdah, 

has proposed one Kazi Ashraf Ali as a candidate for election to 
the Calcutta Corporation in the iiresent general elections; and 

(b) if a Government servant is entitled to propose, second or otherwise 

actively participate in the election? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (^) Yes. 

(b) Not without the prior consent of Government being obtaine(|. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Was the prior consent obtained in this case? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What action does the Government propose 
to take in this matter? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The officer was probably under a misunderstanding 
about his right to vote. An almost similar question was previously answered 

me to the effect that a Government servant is not entitled at least to 
give any indication as to how he was going to vote; therefore he is not 
entitled to propose. The officer has been warned. 

Homes for destitute oliildren. 

151. Mr. NUR AHMIED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in cliargre of the 
Revenue Department be pleased to state whether any home or homes, restae 
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centre or orphanaj^es have been specially establislied and maintained by the 
Government of Ben^nl for the larg-e number of destitute children roaming 
in Calcutta and other towns, such as Chittagong, Noakhali, Dacca and 
Chandpur ? 

(b) If so, how many have been o]jened and at what places and for hov;* 
many destitute children? If not, why not? 

(c) Has any free milk kitchen been opened by the Government of Benf*‘a] 
for supply of free milk to the infants of the destitute in Bengal? 

(d) If so, how many have been opened and at what places and for how 
many infants? If not, why not? 

TKe Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) and (r) Government 
have established a number of homes for the destitutes (including wonien 
destitutes) otherwise called poor houses or ori)hanages and milk canteens ^n 
various distressed areas. 

(h) and (d) A statement showing the particulars as far as available is 
laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to Council question No. 151. 


District. 


Bvirdwaii 

Birbhxira 

Bankiira 

Midnapore 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

24-Pargana8 

Nadia 

Khulna 

Jessore 

Murshidabad 

Dacca 

Myrnonsingh 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Chittagong 

Tippera 

Noakhali 

Rajshahi 

Dinajpur 

Jalpaiguri 

Raugpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 

Darjeeling 

Calcutta 


Total 


Number of 
temporary 
orphanages 
sf't up 

Number of 
orphans 
in the 

orf)hanageR. 

Number of 
milk 
canteens 
opened . 

Number of 
children, 
nursing and 
expectant 
mothers fed 
from tht's<5 
canteens. 

o 

80 

89 

70..500 

Nil 

Nd 

17 

1,430 

1 

40 

129 

17,450 

4 

37 S 

36 

3,075 

1 

2 

99 

5,800 

1 

50 

69 

8,160 

6 

197 

91 

10,690 

Nil 

Nil 

50 

1,548 

2 

21 

77 

3,000 

Nil 

Nil 

56 

4,237 

2 

135 

72 

2,950 

36 

2,034 

234 

32,800 

3 

193 

160 

10,000 

6 

425 

109 

17,729 

4 

126 

105 

11,016 

8 

397 

443 

8,590 

11 

669 

136 

36,475 

1 

634* 

37 

10,100 

1 

3 





’ 7 

1,505 



11 


3 

62 

8 

’l’,505 

\ 

10 

19 

1,000 



68 

3,350 



2 

33 

3 

^58 



96(a) 

5,413 

2,114(6) 

262,833 


(Based on infornaation received up to 15th April, 1944.) 


♦600 of these are living in destitute camps. 


(o) Out of this 7 have since been closed. 
(6) Out of this 544 have since been closed. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Can the Hon’ble Minister give the number 
of these destitutes’ homes ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is already given in 
the statement. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: They refer to the orphanages. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 can give you the 
total, which is 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Why then not give us the whole answer if 
you know it! 

Staff in the office of the Aftministrator-Ceneral and Official Trustee. 

152. Khan Sahib* ABDUL AZIZ: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Departments be pleased to state what is the 
[total strength of the ministerial staff in the office of the Administrator- 
General and Official Trustee of Bengal and how many of them are Muslims 
and how many Hindus? 

(b) How many posts are in the llp])er Grades, namely, Ist, 2iud and drd 
Grades? How many of them are occupied by the Hindus and Muslims 
respectively ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on various representations from the Muslim com- 
munity in respect of their grievances, the Government of Bengal some time 
in July, 1940, directed the Administrator-General and Official Trustee, 
Bengal, even re(|uested him to ivcruit the Mmslims in U])))er Grades from 
outside if the competent Muslims are not available for ])romotion to TT[)])er 
Grades from the Office? 

{(1) Is it a fact that Government desired ecpial re])resentation of Muslim 
and non-Muslim in all the graded ])osts of the office and instructions were 
issued to Administrator-General and Official Trustee accordingly in July, 
1940? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many vacancies occurred in the Upper Grades and 
how many of them were filled up by the Muslims with effect from the date 
of the Government order? 

(/) Is it a fact that non-Matriculates are unfit for recruitment to the 
ministerial staff according to rules framed by the Government ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossasn, Khan Bahadur): (r/) 
The total strength is 93, out of which (>8 posts are held by Hindus, 24 l)y 
Muslims and one post is vacant. 

{h) There are 3 posts in Grade I, 4 in Grade II and 9 in Grade III. Out 
of the 16 posts, one is held by a Muslim, 14 by Hindus and the remaining one 
is lying vacant pending decision on the question of absorption of one post in 
Grade III. 

(c) Yes. But it has since been held by Government that direct recruit- 
ment to the Upper Grades was inadvisable. 

(d) and (/) Yes. 
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(e) Seven yacancies have occurred and one of the same has been filled by 
the promotion of a Muslim. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he has any hand in the matter of appointment with regard to these 
posts ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur; No. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Has he got any control over appointments to 
these posts ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

These appointments are made by the Administrator-General himself, but, 
of course, the papers come to us formally. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Had ihe attention of the Hon’hle Minister been 
drawn to the meagre appointments from tlie Muslim community and did 
he propose to take action in this matter so far as the observance of 
communal ^atio is concerned? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOlSAIN, Khan Bahadur: This 
state of things is continuing for a long time and we cannot all on a sudden 
appoint a large number of Muslims. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
explain how only one out of seven vacancies went to the Muslim community? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Because, all these promotions are made from lower grade in order of merit 
and seniority oombined; in the present case in order of seniority and 
merit these appointments went to Hindus except one which went to a 
Muslim although he had to outstrip several people. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reasons which led Government to hold that direct recruitment is 
inadvisable ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Direct recruitment has not been made anywhere in Bengal, especially for 
the clerical posts, in the higher grade appointments. If it were practicable 
it would have been done by this time. But I do not think it is advisable 
to change the rules all on a sudden and make direct appointments from 
outside, because it would involve a lot of training before they can do their 
work properly. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the 
Bengal Secretariat recruitment for upper grade appointments is made direct- 
ly by examination? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

There are two methods — (1) promotion from lower to upper grade in order 
of merit and seniority combined; and (2) direct recruitment by examination 
which require, as I have said, a lot of training. But this principle cannot 
be followed in subordinate offices. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pelased to 
consider the desirability of applying the same principle of competitive 
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examination as followed in the recruitment of clerks in this particular 
department as well? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I think it would be impracticable. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABI|l; Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why it is not practicable in this department if it is practicable in another 
department ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

So far as these higher appointments are coiK'ei-ned, they require technical 
knowledge. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Administrator-tieneral is directly appointed or promoted 
from a senior clerk? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR : Sir, can he remain silent? I think he is 
bound to give some sort of reply. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: He has no reply to give. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOM IN; Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
whether the aggrieved cominiinitv can expect any redress of their grievances 
from the Hoii’ble Mini.ster? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Not by dismissing so many other clerks. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Muslims as a conmamity are not able to learn the techniques 
required for those posts? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

They are gradually learning them. 

Epidemics in Bengal. 

153. Mr, MUNGTURAM JAIPURIA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

chaige ot the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Government are aware that in the wake of famine, 

malaria and cholera are raging in epidemic form throughout the 
Province and that a very large number of people are now dying 
therefrom ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that there is seiious shortage of quinine an’d 

anti-malaria and anti-cholera vaccine and drugs; 

(c) what has the Government done so far to meet the situation; and 

(d) what are, district by district and month by month, the numbers 

of deaths due to both the causes since September last? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY 8ECRETARY, (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Neither cholera 
nor malaria is any longer prevalent in epidemic form m the Province. 

93 
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(b) There has been no shortage of anti-cholera vaccine. Stocks of quinine 
have not been sufficient to meet all demands in full, but Bengal has received 
more than her proportionate share of stocks of quinine available for all 
India. 

(c) and (d) Statements are laid in the Library. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir, arising 
out of this question. Is it a fact that this Hon’ble Minister has made 
it a point not to appear in this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das, you may put this question to him when 
he is here. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether cholera is not prevaleni in epidemic form in Calcutta? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In Calcutta, it may be; but not within the province. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But Calcutta is not excluded from the 

province. In (a) the answer is “Neither cholera nor malaria 

is any longer prevalent in epidemic form in the Province”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Cholera may be prevalent in Calcutta but (“Calcutta 
is not the whole of Bengal. 

Message regarding the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I understand that the message regarding the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill has not been sent by the other House 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, T protest against this. We are 
being brought every day to hear that the Message has not been received 
or that there is no business to transact. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 sent in notice of 
an adjournment motion with regard to a thing that has appeared in today’s 
paper. I was late by 20 minutes to send in the motion — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion was received in the office 20 minutes 
later than the scheduled time. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I raise this fact because 
I understand that the House is going to be adjourned for a long time 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am afraid, it cannot be taken up today. It might 
be taken up on Friday next. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN; Sir, when can we expect the Message 
from the other House? The reason why I ask this question is that if we 
can know when the Message can be expected we may adjourn the House 
till then — for a longer time instead of coming here and doing nothing 
and thus wasting our time and Government money. Therefore, my sugges- 
tion is that the House should be adjourned till such time when we might 
be sure that the Bill would be ready for discussion here and we might sit 
continuously. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand you Khan Bahadur Saheb; but 
the difficulty is that Government fix the business of this House and in this 
particular case Government thought that the Bill would be ready for 



1944 .] 


ADJOURNMENT. 


799 


consideration by this House today. However, I would request the Hon’ble 
the Leader of the House to enlighlen us on the subject. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Hoveruuient expected that the Message would be received by the Upper 
House during this time. So, on the last day of our meeting we fixed today 
for the laying of the Bill. But due to an unprecedented delay in sending 
the Message from the Lower House to the Tipper Hoiise we have no business 
today. Messages relating to Bills of still more important and voluminous 
character were received in a shoitei period. We never expected this 
inordinate delay in the Message reaching the Upper House. That was 
the reason why Government found itself in a very deli<-ate and awkward 
po.sition. The difficulty is that Gr)vernin(*nt has no control over the Speaker. 
It has since been ascertained from the Speaker that he will be able to send 
tht‘ Message by next M'ednesday 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: In that, case, I think we should adjourn 
till after a week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are meeting day after tomorrow for non-official 
business. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Non-official bTisiness ma,\ stand over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: is that the general desire of the House that we 
adjourn till after a week or we meet on the next non-official day 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we would suggest that after the next 
non-official day we adjourn tor 15 days. The next non-ofiicial day should 
be given to the members, because we have already missed two or three 
non-official days during this session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; All right. The House stands adjourned till 2-15 
p.m. on Friday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 12th May, 
1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the lOtb 
May, 1944:— 

(!) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Reza (diowdhury. 

(7) Mr. N. (/. Datta. 

(8) Mrs. Labanya Rrobha Dutt. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(10) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(11) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(12) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(14) Mr. Abdul Latift'. 

(15) Mr. N. N. Mobolanabish. 

(16) Mi-. N. N. Mookerji. 

(17) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(18) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(21) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(22) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

(23) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944- No. 37. 


The Council met in tlie Legislative Cliamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 12th May, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., being the thirty- 
seventh day of the First Session of 1944, i)ursuant to section 62(2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Kalukhali-Bhatiapara section af Bengal and Assam Railway. 

154. Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Comniimications and Works DeT)artmeni be pleased to state if he is 
aware of ])ersisteni rumours ihai Ihe Kalukhali-Bhatia])ara section of the 
Bengal and Assam Railway is lo be soon dismantled? 

(h) Is there any truth in such rumours? 

{c) Are the Government aware that this Railway is the only means of 
communication and transport in this deficit area? 

(J) Do file GovcriinuMit pro])ose to issue a siatement clarifying the position 
of the Government regarding the said railway? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): ( ft ) A rumour 
has lately come to my notice. 

(/y) The dismantlement is not contemplated at present. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: M ay I point out that no answer to (c) has 
been given? Answer has been given to (d) but not to (c) . If the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly see the question then he will see the point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question in (c) is: are the Government aware 
that this Railway is the only means of communication and transport in this 
deficit area ? To this the answer is that (c) and (d) do not arise. Obviously, 
(c) has not been answered, for certainly the question arises. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: In view of the fact 
that the question of dismantlement is not under contemplation at present, 
I cannot say anything on the point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: That does not alter the fact that— — ~ 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: Government is of 
course aware 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Thank you. The Government is then aware 
of the position. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

94 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I have given notice of a short-natice^ 
question regarding the serious illness of Mrs. Lila Eoy, one of the security- 
prisoners. Has it been admitted? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not yet seen the question ; I have just received 
it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I ask through you, Sir, for papers 
from Government, as you permitted sometimes in an urgent case like this, 
so that Government may make a statement regarding this short-notice 
question ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not yet seen the question, Mr. Kabir. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 find the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister is present in the House. May T mention about the Public 
Accounts t^onimiltee and re(|uest him to answer my question or make a 
statement with regard to the decision of Government with regard to the 
Pubhc Accounts Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: With your 
permission. Sir, I would suggest to defer answering this question because 
if the printed answer is given, it will be a formal answer. 

Adjournment motions. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, may I move my adjourn- 
ment motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Regarding your motion, Mr. Mukherjee, i have 
very carefully gone through it but I cannot hnd from it wdiat hs the urgent 
matter of public importance. Pandit Srijib Nyayatirtha has only 
threatened a hunger-strike. No situation has as yet arisen. Simply an 
individual threatens the Government with his intention to resort to hunger- 
strike. I do not think that for that the business of the Legislature can be 
suspended. If we do so, it will be an abuse of the right of moving an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I explain the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, the leason why i move 
this adjournment motion is that Government decision about the Bhog- 
ration for the Hindu deities has been hanging fire for a long time and there 
seems no prospect of Government announcing their decision earlier. This 
matter was raised in this House on the very first day of this session, namely, 
on the 7th February, 1944. The Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies often 
assured the House that he would decide the matter very soon but to no 
effect. The Brahmin Sabha, an association of orthodox Hindus, requested 
the Government to come to a decision on this matter so far back as the 
28th April, 1944. You, Sir, yourself, are aware that so far as the Hindus 
of the rationed areas are concerned, they are feeling very great hardship 
for the last four months, since the introduction of rationing. Pandit Srijib 
Nyayatirtha, Principal of the Sanskrit College at Bhatpara, — a place 
where Pandits of repute who are considered to be the authorities in the 
Hindu sliM^tras reside, — brought it to the notice of the authorities that the 
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matter should be decided very soon. Pandit Srijib’s father, the Late 
Mabamabopadbyaya Pancbanan Tarkaratna of All-India fame, endowed 
debuttar properties for deva-seva — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr Mukberjee, bow all these are 
relevant P 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of information. 
Sir. The other day I saw the reverend Pandit full of health. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am simply pointing out 
that be wanted permission from the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies to 
bring foodstuff from the area where he has got dehuttar property, if Govern- 
ment could not supply Bhog-T,xt\oii for the deities. But that permission has 
also been refused. I w^ant to bring all these matters relating to Bhog- 
ration to the notice of the House, because this matter has become very 
urgent. If the threatened hunger-strike takes place, the situation will be 
very grave so far as the Hindus are concerned. T say, Sir, that this matter 
having been kept pending for a long time has seriously iffected the rights 
of the Hindu community. Indeed, the Government is trifling with the 
Hindu community so far os their religious worship is concerned. The news 
appeared on the 10th May last in the “Amrita Bazar Patrika’’ that Pandit 
Srijib contemplated going on hunger-strike, and I gave notice of the 
adjournment motion on that very day, 1 think the Government will not 
compel him to create a grave situation by delaying a decision on the matter 
any further. It w^as with a view’ to bring this fact to the notice of the 
Government that I have tabled this adjournment motion. It is a definite 
matter of public importance. Bhog for deities is no doubt a matter of 
public importance so far as the Hindus are concerned. Hindu deities are 
juristic persons and all the necessary formalities w’hich a human being 
performs are performed by w^ay of devotion to the respective deiti(':s. I 
think I have given sufllcient indication of the importance of my adjournment 
motion. It is now for you to give your ' decision . 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am afraid, I am not convinced as regards the 
urgency of the situation that has arisen. An individual has threatened 
Government with his int':ntion to go on hunger-strike. He has not yet 
resorted to it. So I do not think that it is an urgent matter of public 
importance. We cannot take into accmunt extraneous matters in deciding 
the admissibility of this motion. This Pandit may be a very learned man 
and his father might have been a person of great repute. I do not for a 
moment deny all these facts. But 1 must go by the terms of your motion 
and you, as a lawyer, should interpret it according to the rules governing 
adjournment motions. I refuse my consent to it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir I have got an adjournment motion 
^landing in nn name which runs thus: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 

urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, Government’s 
reply in the negative to the question relating to the prevalence of cholera 
in the province given in this House on the JOth May, 1944, misleading the 
public when the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health Department 
was in possession of facts showing that the districts of Noakhali, Cbittagonff, 
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Tippera, Jes^ore, Kliulna, 24>PargaDa8, Dacca, Faridpur, Bakarganj, 
Birbhurn, Burdwan, Howrah, Bogra, Ilangpur and Maldu are iu the grip 
of cholera necessitating Government to introduce quarantine regulations 
for control and prevention of cholera by notification No. 872-P.H. of 25th 
April, 1944, published in the “Calcutta Gazette” of May 11, 1944. 

Sir, question No. 153 referrerl to in my motion was put by Mr. Mungtu- 
ram Jaipuria day before yesterday and the answer was given that neither 
cholera nor malaria was any longer prevalent in an epidemic form in the 
province. But yesterday we got copies of the “(‘alcutfa Gazette” and as 
we opened it we read that fourteen distnct.s in Bengal were iu the grip of 
cholera, so much so that Government felt the necessity of making quarantine 
regulations api)licable for three month.s. But the day before yesterday the 
Minister in charge ot the Publit* Health Department gave us to understand 
that cholera was not juevalent in an epidemic form in the province, How 
is it that tfie real fat t was huj)pre«sed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before 1 ask (iovernmeni tt> .-tate their view.^, I 
myself mu.st be convinc4*d a.s leganK the admissibility of your adjournment 
motion. The question was: whether the Government are aware that in the 
wake of famine, malaria and cholera are raging in an epidemic form 
throughout the province- the stress is on the aoids “raging in cj»i<lemic 
form throughout the provime" and tie- icpls is neither i hoh^ra mtr 
malaria is prevalent in epidemic form in the province, licit* \on rctei to 
u (iovernmeni notification in the (iazette winch sa\s: whcicas the (iovt*rnor 
is sutistied that llic districts (»t Noakiiali, ('hittagong. ripju'ia, dcssorc, 
Khulna. ” I- I’argana*', Dacca. Kari<l|Kn , Bakuiganj, Birhhnm. Butdw'an, 
Howiali, Bogra, Bang}Hn ami Maitla arc tlircat<*m‘d w ith an out break of 
cholera. ('t< . So it is a measure taken ]»_\ (Joverninent in anticipation 

of an nuthicak of choleia in cpulcmu jono in <citaiii distnci'. i iId not. 
lloucforc. think that 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 explain mv point !' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have alrcatK sptiken at length. Mi. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But ma\ 1 he kindlv allow t‘d to give m> 
own interpretation of the notification in the (iazette ^ 1 think I am not 

outraging llie common.Hen.se of the honourable members of this House when 
I 8a> thut when a notification ot this kind is actuaih published under sec- 
tion 2 of the Dpideniic Diseases Act. it does not merely imply that the said 
distiicis are likelx to be ti<*atent*d with an outbii'uk ot cbolera, but that 
cholera actually raging in an epidemii* tonn in those areas, and that it is 
foi the purpose of jueventiiig and controlling these diseases in those districts 
that the not itication has been issued. Otherwise, if {\ is merely a case of 
i.ssuing a mdification under section 2 of tlie Kj»idemit* Diseases Act for the 
purpos*' uf meeting a futuie contingenev in those districts which have been 
threatened with an outbreak of clnderu. there is absolutely no reason whv 14 
other districts should have been bdt out, tor almost each and everv district 
is always threatened with some disease or other. Here Government is in 
possession of certain facts, namely, that cholera is raging in those districts, 
-^0 much .so that it requires a notification to be published under section 2 
of the Epidemic Diseases Act. It has been done because actually an epidemic 



1944 .] 


ADJOUKI^MEXT MOTIONS. 


m 


of chol<»ra ha*^ been raffing in rlijitriot'* ; it is iu»t nu^rely a of tlnnr 

being t}>n’att*iu"4! with rb«»b‘ra. t holera is alreiuh thfiv uihI thrt'aleu* 

to asMinie li virub nt form that this notiti<'atiou lia.s bfon ivniumI in tin* luujfuage 
that we see: namely, that those districts have been threatened with an 
outbreak of clioleia. 1 contend that the disease U there already in an 
epidemic form, and a<*<*ordi!tgly. the notice has been issued nndcr section 2 
of the Ei>idemic Diseases A« t. The IIou'br<> Mini s(t*r in charge of the 
Department is pve^e^t here; he must be in possession of rt*]e\ji!it fio'ts attd 
can say whether those districts are already in the grip of cbi>lera or are 
merely threatened with it. He ma\ he perinitte«l t<» tnake a statement on 
this matter for the information td the House. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahathir Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMADs Sir, 1 
am thankful to the honourable member for giving me this opportunity of 
removing the misconcefition which ha.s arisen in the mind of my friend, 
Mr. Das, with regard to the (|uestion to which a reply was given the day 
before yesterday by the Parliamentary St‘cretary, Mr. Biren Uoy. As a 
matter of fact, the notification does not say that all the districts throughout 
the province arc in the gri]) of (diolern hut only that they aie 
threatened with an outbreak of cholera Now', w'ith regard U) the notifiea- 
tion published under the KpHlcmic Diseases Act, honourahle members should 
remember that notifications were issued for different districts at different 
times when we \v!intc<l to take piec'antiimarv ineasun*s f<u coinpulsoi v 
inoculation r‘ic. Honourahle members slmuhl not** that compulsory 
inoculation cannot he done unless we declare that in those* tiistri<*ts there 
is a likelihood of cholera, et('.. breaking out in an epidemic form after the 
symptoms of cholera and other <liH4*ases are visible*; hut lhe»n such notifie-a- 
tion applied only to .some districts in the proviiu’e. The notification was 
issued first for the different districts at different times, as ne^cessity arose^. 
As such, my friend’s contention is not coneot. It might have been, accord* 
ing to him, though we do not agree, a misapplication of the Epidemic 
DivSeases Act; hut there is nei incoii‘<ist/»n(‘y helw'e*en the re*plie*H give*n and 
the notification. It might he said that (leiveriiment are* ratl)e*r too eautious, 
because they issue notification under the Ai't. There might ht^ objection 
on that score hut that does not give an\ handle to sa\ that the reply given 
on the flour of the House wa.s inconsistent with the notification. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I point out one fact in this 
connection? In answer to a supplementary question to tlie question of 
Mr. Jaipuria regarding cholera epidemic, the Parliamentury Secretary told 
this House that except Calcutta no other part of the ]>rovinc(* was 
with cholera. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Mr. Mazumdar, vou have not been 
able to throw any more light in this respev t than the mover of the adjourn- 
ment motion. The point is this; A notifieation was issued umler the 
Epidemic Diseases Act in anticipation of the situation, (iovernrneni do not 
deny that six districts w'ere being threatened w'ith an outbreak cyf cliolcra ; Viuf 
actually cholera did not break out there in an epiilemic form The question 
was: whether epidemic of cholera was prevalent thronglnmt the province; 
and the answer was “No”. There was epidemic in (’alculta hut not in the 
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whole of the prorince. lo that Tiew of the matter, I think this adjourn* 
ment motion ie not admissible. I refuse my consent to it. 

Ttnth Ripoit of tlio Committoo of Priviloftt. 

KNoi Bo»iailur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 
I beg to present the Tenth Report of the Committee of Privileges which 
runs as follows: — 

‘*We, the members of the Committee of Privileges of the Bengal I^egis* 
lative Council, have the honour to present this our report on the matter 
referred to us on the JJrd March, 1944, regarding the discontinuance of the 
supply of the Bengal (.’ivil List to the memb^^rs of the Bengal Legislature. 

2. The Committee sat on the 24th March, 1944, and is of opinion that 
there is no justification for (government to discontinue the free circulation 
of the Bengal ('ivil List aiutuigst the members of the Bengal Legislature 
and resents suctli a decision by (lovernment without consulting the members 
of the Bengal Legislature. 

*'l. The (.'ommittee recommends that Government be moved to revise 
their decision and restore the system of free circulation of the Bengal (Jivil 
List t<» members of the Bengal Legislature as before ” 

Now, Sir, with your kind pc*rmission, I move for the adoption of this 
report of the ('omiuittee of I'rivileges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the report 
of tiu' Committee of Privileges be adopted. 

(The imdion was agrtHjd to. ) 

Complaint regarding absence of facilities about drinking water for M.L.Ca. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, iuu\ I draw your attention to an 
inconveiiienee whiih many honourable members of this Rouse feel with 
regard to tin* sujiplv of ilnnking water and other amenities which should be 
norinall\ availalde to tl»e ineinbers -of the House l*rohab}\ \ou know, Sir, 
that very often similiU' grie^aiieen hutl been ventilati'd on the floor of the 
House aiul our former Prt^sidenl assured us that he would do his best tt> 
remove them; hut dittieult\ urost* about the ('ontrol of the Chumber itself, 
which was v<*sted more in the Ass<Mnhl\ Dejiartmenl than under the control 
of the Presiilmit. Therctore, I a^k ( lovernment . through von. Sir, anil 
•‘specially the Hon ’bit* tlie Leader ot the House as to what ste])s Govern- 
ment propoM' to take in regard to the removal of the grievances of the 
honourahit* members Kvtm todu\ , Sir, an honourable member wanted a 
glass o| wulei and he was tohl by an otlict‘r of tuie of tin* tiepartmeiits that 
as a matter of eourtesy he might be given a glass of water but as a matter 
of right he eould not expect a glass of water when the House was not sitting. 
If that is the position to which iamie members are reduced, I think we can 
surely depend upon you to see that such grievances are redressed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Regarding the difficulties about supply of drinking 
W'ater, I am assured by the Secretary that proper arrangementa would be 
made from tomorrow. As regards the other inconveniences, 1 would 
suggest that the leaders of different parlies should meet me so that I might 
know what are the actual difficulties. 



1M4.1 


ORPHANAGES AND WIDOWS^ HOMES BILL 


mi 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAi: Sir, tuny I mention one thing? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: U it nece8«ary, Mr. Da^, to mention anything? 
If you give me a list of your grievanree ami they are passeil on to Govern- 
ment, I am sure the Government will try to remove them as quickly ns 
possible. 

Mr. RANOJIT PAL OHOWDHURYt Sir, if leader.n of parties nu^t 
you in your Chamber Kwlay. will you have any objecnony 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have no obj<‘ction. 

The BMigal Orphanagas and Widowt* Homas Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Tilt* m*\t item i** the Bengal Grphanaire** ami 
Widows' ILone*. Hill, UM4. as passed h\ the As^t^inblN . 

Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMOAR: Sir, with refeien.e to this Hill, I have 
submitted a formal amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T am prepared to aeeept it on ^hort notu'e. 

(lausr 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Clinise 1 stand part of the Hill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sii, I beg tr» move that in 
8ub-elau.se {/) of elauHe 1 <»f the Hill, for the word “widows’ *’ in line the 
word “wom<‘n’s” be Mibsii tilted 

Sir. my rea‘<on for thi* am<*ndineiit is that it you look to sub-elause (6‘ i 
ol < lause 2, you will tin<l that the word “widow" lias been defined to inelude 
a uornan abnniloned hy her liushand. A hushaml may he leaving his wife 
but tor this reason a wife cannot be <-nlled a widow. It is very strange that 
tills absurd thing .should ajipear in the Statute. Therefore, if the word 
“widow" i^ <ub«^t !T ute»l l)\ the u ord “woman", no harm will be done to 
any of the clauses ot the Hill. If we uguiii look to .sub-clause (7) of idause 

we will find that ’wiibiws* Home" means an institution where widows 
and other female.s are intemled to be kepi. Therefore, if it is inlendtul that 
in this “Uome" w'ornen of all i lasses should he kept, then the nomeuelatiire 
“widows’ Horne" is iiusleailirig. f think this forinal amendment should be 
accepted by the House, and if this is aeeeptefl. the other ameudinenls 
standing in iii\ name are all ct>nHei|uential. So, 1 submit that in.stead of 
the wort! “widows' ", the wonl “women’s" be substituterl in sub-clause (/) 
of (dause I of the Hill. 

<At this stag*', tlie Hon'ble Hresiilent vacated the Chair s 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amemlirnuit moved, that in sub-rdauso 
(i) of clause 1 of tin* Hill, for the word “widows’ " in line 2, the word 
“women’s" be sub.stituted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sii, thi> IS a ver\ reassmable anieiid- 
ment which wants to suhstilute the wonl “wcinien s" for the wrird “widow ’s" 
and should, therefore, be accepted. 

Th# HOfl’bltlt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, tins amendment is not 
at all necesaury. The term “Widows' Home" is a well-knowu and 
common term that has been adopted in the Bill. No other defect has been 
pointed out in the Bill by Mr. Bankim Mukherjee or Mr. Haridas Maaaimdar, 
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Th<! iiomi»nclatur<» would be all right if we retained the words “Widows’ 
Home”. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 also oppose the aiiiemiment, on the ground 
that it does ii<»t improve the Bill in any way. The substitution is not 
necessary. The definition of the term “Widows’ Home” has been very 
clearly given in the Bill. “Widow ” includes a woman abandoned by her 
husband. So, it is not confined exclusively to widows only. Again, the 
term “Widows’ Home” has l>een defined as an institution, by whatever name 
it may be called, where widows or females of any age are kept or are intended 
to l>e kept. So, the framer of the Bill has taken care to define the word 
“widows’ ” as well as the term “Widow's” Home”. In view of this 
definition, the substitution of the w'or<l “women’s ’ for the word “widow's” 
as suggested in the amendment is unnetessarv . I <»ppo.se the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. The (juestion }>ef(»re the House is: that 
in stib-cluuse i1 } of clause 1 (►f the Bill, for the word “widow’s” ”' in line 
the wor»l “wr)meji”s“ be Hubstituled. 

(The ninendiuetit was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 'Fhe (pi<*,stion Keiote the ILuiNe Js : that 
clause 1 stand part of tlo* Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to ) 

r/on.Tc 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ('lau.se *.> stand pan oi the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: With regard to clause 
1 do md move my aiuendments. M> first amendment to clause 1 liaving 
been negatived. 1 do not think I should move an\ ot tny atnendinents to 
clause 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (pie, stum ladon* the House is: that 
clause .stand part of the Bill. 

(Tin* motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 3. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: (”lause d stand part of the mi). 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE : Su . I heg to move: that 
after paragraph (c) of clause d of the Bill, the following new paragraphs 
be added, namely : 

Any oiiilianage or women’s luune or rescue home or any such 
houa fide institution under non-oHicial inanugcunent under a 
prop<‘rly c»mstituted managing committee consisting of respons- 
ible persons la^sident of the town or district where the said irc'ti- 
tution is or may in futur»‘ be locatiMl ; tn 
p ) an\ orpliunagf* oi women’s home or rescue home or any such ftonn 
fide in.stitution under non-othcial niunag'cimmt which is not in 
receipt of a (iovernment grant or subventions.” 

1 nn*v(‘ tht'se two amendiinmts in order that people who are desirous of 
starting snch Homes with funds provided by them without any (lovern- 
ment help should have no restriction placed in starting such institutions 
if they agree to place them under proper management, as indicated in the 
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of the Bill. I, therefore, Auhmit that these two olnuses which 
purport to remove the restrictions may he incorporated and accepted by the 
House. 

Hr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment move<l : that after para- 
graph (c) of danse d of the Bill, the f<dlowiiig new paragraphs be added, 
namely : — 

“(</) Ain orphanage or women’s home or rciciie home any such 
hotia fide institution under non-official management under a 
properly constituted managing committee c(uisi<t!ng of respons- 
ible perstms resident of the town or di-^trict wliere the ^aid insti- 
tution is or ma> in future b<* lo<‘ate«l ; oi 
(r) any orphanage or woimm’s home or rescue home or any Hindi hoiut 
fide inslituuon under non-official inunagemonl whicli is not in 
receipt of a fiovernment grant or subventions 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I suppiirt llic aiiii'iiiliiK'iit 

Mr. NUR AHMEO: Sir. 1 fippose the ameinlnient. Pbe very purpose 
of this Bill to n*gul;ite and I'ontrol tboM* Widt>ws‘ Ilotue.s, o!pbanage.H, 
etc., and by the prenent aiuefidincnt it is propo>cd that tln'se oiphamigcs 
and Widow's Homes slnmld be «*\«luded from the setipe of this Bill, d'berc 
is aiiotlier nbici tion to the :n ceptance of this amendment. 'I'bcrc is fin* 
word “genuine ' otphamige ami as (here is no tribunal to decide 
which is a genuine oiplianage and wbndi is not. it will be difficult to (lecnlc” 
the matter. So. if the aiiiondnicnt i'- aciM‘ptt‘«l, the vci y )Mir]>osc of this 
Bill vvouhi be trustrattMl riierefi>r«\ f <ippose the amcmlnicnt . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ijucstion bidore tin* House is: that 
after j>aragrai)h u - of » lau-»* d of the Bill, the following new psirugtiiphs be 
added, nainel\ : 

" i (h An\ orphanage (U v\«uuen’s home or rescue home oi any sin b 
fidt institution umler non-official iiiaiiagcment under a 
projieriy constituted managing c-omniitlf*e consisting of respons- 
ible per.soiis resnlcnt of the t(*wn (»r district where the said insti- 
tution is or ma\ in fulun* be bM uted : nr 
(Cl an\ orphanage oi wfuiicn’s boiin* or rescue Iniiiie or au\ smdi hnttu 
fidt institution umler mm-offnial nianag(*ment wliicb is not in 
rt*<eij>t <if a f io\ erniiien t grant (»r subvention’’ 

(The amendment was negatived.; 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir. I had t.ibled a shoi T-notici* amend- 
ment to clause 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is if the pleasure of the House that the 
amendment la* a<lmittedr' 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This amemlim*nt was admitted b' fbe 

President a f»*w minutes ago. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right Then y.m .an move it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir. I beg trj move that at the end of 
clause d, the w’onls “in the matter of granting licemes” be aibled. 

Sir, with regard to supervi.sion of fheMe institutions, I think there should 
be no disirimination specially when thev ar»* g^oing to be suf>ervised l»v 
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'OoTernmexit authorities. In this riew of the matter, 1 want to have these 
words, namely, *'in the matter of granting licences” only added at the end 
of this clause. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Amendment moved; that the words “in 
the matter of granting licences” lw‘ added at the end of clause 3. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 think the Hinen<lnient, if accepted, will make the 
whole clause nugatory. There is no necessity of such an amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (juesti(»n helore the House is: that 
the words “in the matter of granting licences” l>e added at tlie end of 
clause d. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that 
clause d stand part^ of the Hill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: (lause 4 stand part of the Hill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: T do not move the amen<l- 
ment which stands in my name. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that 
clause 4 stand part of the Hill. 

(The inoti^m was ugHH?!! to. ) 

Clause r^. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The quest ion bef«>re the House is; that 
clause 5 stand part of the Hill. 

(Th(‘ motion was agreed to.) 

Clause (>. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ques tion ladore the floiHe is; that 
clause t) stand part of the Hill. 

(The motion was agreed to. i 

('lause 7. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ('lau.se 7 stand pait of the Hill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE : 1 move onl> amendment 

No, lOH and not lOA. No. lOH runs thus: — 

That in clause 7 of the Hill, after the word “night” in line 8, the words 
“provided an hour’s previous notice is given” be inserted. 

I submit. Sir, that this is a formal amendnieiu which should be accepted 
by the House; because it would be a very dangerous thing if the inspector 
comes all on a sudilen at night and wants to enter and inspect any such 
institution. Some time ought to he given to make arrangements for the 
inspection, and therefore 1 suggest that in the case of an inspection which 
is sought to be made at night, one hour’s previous notice should be given. 
With these words. I move my amendment for the consideration of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PKEilDENT: Amendment moved : that in clause 7 of 
the Bill, after the word “night” in line 8, the words “provided one hour’s 
previous notice is given” be inserteil. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: I am ftorry to oppo»t^ the amemimeiit. There i» 
no neceHsity for such an amendment. These institutions will he public 
institutions and the visiting officers are expec*te<l to give reasonable notice 
before inspecting them or they might go and wait in the office, while 
arrangements for inspection were being made. I do not think that theso 
responsible officers will misuse their powerarin aii\ ua>. So 1 ilo not see 
any neiessity fur this amendment. Then, again. >nri»n.M' visits m.iy also 
be considered nere.ssary which would not be possible if tins amendment 
were agreed ti*. I. therefore, oppose the anuoidmeiit . 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in 
clause 7 of the Ibll, after the word “night” in line 8, the words “])rovide«l 
one hour’s previous notice is given” be inserttnl. 

(The umeiidnient was negativeil. » 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
clause 7 stand part of the Hill. 

(The motion wa^ agreed to > 

('Id use S. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The <|Ue‘'tion ht'fore th«‘ Iboise is: that 
clause 8 stand part «>t the Hill. 

(The motion wa'* agreed to. ^ 

('hi use U, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The i|uestion before th(‘ House is. tliat 
clause fstand part <d the Hill 

(Tile 111 ( 0 ion was agreed to.) 

(Id use 10. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (|Uestion before the House is: that 
clau.se II) stand part of the Hill. 

(The motion was agree<l to. ) 

Clause 11. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The <piestioii liefore the Hous<> is: that 
clause 11 stand part of the Hill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Pred uthh ami hnuj title. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I'he question l»efore the House is: that 
the preamble and long title be added to the Hill. 

(Tlie question wa*. agreeil to. ) 

Tfi / rd Pend irtf / . 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: that the Hengal Orphanages 
and Widows’ Hornes Hill, .settled in the (‘oiincil, be pa.ssed. 

Sir, this Hill, as I stated tlie other day, i.s a very Hinqile oim*, the .sole 
object of which is to provid«‘ the nei'essary agenci(*.s for the control and 
supervision of the orphanages, Widows’ H<imes and marriage bureaus. It 
is found that in many towns including ( alcuttu and I>acca, .kuiic institu- 
tions are run under the garb and pseudonym of Widows’ Homes or Orphanage 
or Marriage Bureau ; but really they are houses of ill-fame and their func- 
tion is to supply women and to traffic in women. Therebire, it is necwjssary 
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that tor* th*» w<‘lfar<* of the society »4oiiie .Hort of control and Kuperviftiom 
ftbould Iw cxcrcihcd over thene iiirttitutions, hv whatever name they 
may 1 h^ (ailed. So, there »*« necf»hnity for niich a Bill and I hope that 
my m<diori will lx* a<cej»ted by tlie ILoim*. In this connection, I must 
congratulate the .spouHor of (hi« Bill in the other House. Sir, it is a matter 
of great pride to uh that the first Bill sponsored by a lady member in the 
Bengal Legi.slature i.s going to be placed on the Statute Book in Bengal. 
So far as 1 remember, no Bill sponsored by any lady member has been pass- 
ed by the Bengal Legislature before this. With these words, I move that 
the Bill be passed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT l Tlx* (|uestH»n bef(»re the House is; that 
the Bengal Orphanages and Wid»iws* Homes Bill, as settled in the r'ounciJ, 
be passed. 

('bhe motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED Sir, I beg to move; that the Bengal Court of 
Wards (Amendment) Bill, 11)40, be referred to a Select (.’ommittee consi.st- 
ing of — 

(1) tlu‘ Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukcrjeu, Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department, 

(2 1 Mr. Mesbaliuddin Ahmed, 

(d) Mr. W. B. (i. Luidlaw', 

(1) Mr. Lalit (’handra Das, 

(o) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverfi. 

((I) Mr. Halidas Mazumdar. 

(7 ) Mr. Altaf Ali, 

(8) Mr. Moaz/.emali Chowdhnry. 

(0) Khan Bahadur Alidnl Hamid CIsowdliurN. 

(10) Mr. Suitanuddin Ahmed, and 

(11) the mover, 

wuth in.stnictions to submit tbeir report by the dOth September, 1944, and 
that the number (»f members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

This. Sir, is a ver\ simple Amending Bill, d'he juii poses of this Bill 
have been explaim'd by me more tlian once in this House. The principal 
provision of this Bill is to provide a definition of the word “estate” so as 
to include the larger tenures also. Tin* second purpose is to remove the 
word “disqualitied.” On .sentimental ground, this word “divsqualified” i.s 
undesirable. In similar Acts of other proviiu'es. ibere is no such word 
as “disqualifiotr* . Honourable Ministers whose estates were under the 
('ourt ot WaiaU have managed the affairs of this province and it is regrettable 
tliat they should be styled as “disqualified’'. This Bill was circulated m<»re 
than once and weighty opinions were n^ceived. As many as 19 Collectors' 
opinions were received and with very few exceptions they all supported the 
provisions of this Bill. Therefore, I hope and trust that my motion will 
be accepted by this House. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moveil: that tho Bongal Court 
of Warchs t Amendment) Biil, IJOO. he referre<! t4» a Select (ommitteo 
cossiiiting of— 

(1> the Hou’ble Mr. I'arak Nath Mukei jea. Minister in eliargo of the 
Revenue Department,. 

(2) Mr. Mesbahiuhlin Ahme^, 
i-h Mr. W. B. G. l^wdlaw, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Da.‘4. 

<5) Mr. .Shn-*h Chandra Chakiaverti. 

(fit Ml Huri4ia> Mazuimlur. 

(7) Mi. Altaf Ah. 

(8) Mr. Moazzemali ('h(»wtlhnr\ . 

) Khan liahadnr Abdul Hamid Cho\vdliur\ . .r.r., 

(i(C Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, ami 
(11) the mover. 

with instructions to submit their report b\ the :tOtli .Sfptt'inbei , 044. and 
that tht* mirnber of membtus whose ]ire.‘*enee shall he necessai v to <u>nHtifute 
u quorum shall be ft>ui 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on behalf of (Tovernment , 1 aeeej>t llie motion for rtderring the Bill 
to a Select Committee. I’here arc .simie viuy .nalutary provisions in this 
Bill, la*snles those n*ferr(*d to b\ the mover himself. For «*xample, po.s.se.ssor 
of exclusive t«oiuies could he al.so treated u.s wards of eoiirt and their ^•.sfafe.H 
adnnnisleH'ii .»s '.mb Ihis a \ei\ "alutaiy provision because no 

distinction should be made between Imlders of estates and holder.v of lenurt^.s. 
We think that this is a move m the right <liieetion and the Bill .should be 
referred to a Sele< t ( ummittee (ioveriimeiit ac cept the motion for referring 
the Hill to a Select ( ominit too 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: .'^11. 1 legict that I ha\c to oppose (he 
motion for reference ot tliis Bill to a Select (’oiumitlcc 1 was not in the 
House when the Bill was intro<luee(l. and 1 did not hav<* the benefit of h<‘ar- 
lug all the aris’Uinents in favour of (he Hill whjch wore udvaneod bv t he 
mover (»] the Mill, But the two points whn h were raised today seem to m«* 
to be extiemelv objeelionahle. In the hist place, what is ilesiri'd bv the 
mover is that not onl\ ostatt's whndj pa\ revenue to (iovernmenl should l»e 
the sul).|ect-niat t)*i of tin- charge of the (‘oiirt of W'anls, but also fhe tenures. 
At the pre.sent moment, only the estates of those pr (fpriotors, who own 
revenue-paving estate-, it dis(|ualifie«] , ar** taken charge of or of tlojs4* who 
are (»r|dian-. minor-, widows or lunatios and .so cannot manage their own 
estate.s. The princijdo of t)»e Bill is n<»( only t<» jirotiut the estates Ihern- 
selve.s or the interest- <»j the proprietor- theins<dve- but also to jufitert 
Government’s revenue. 'I'hat is the main prinei}>le on which this enacliiient 
was made, Suhseijuent addition to the original CcuJrt of Wards Act i»rovided 
that the estates of those proprietors who are uiiahle to manage their estates 
themselves or those proprietors who are orphans, widow.s, women ^ lunatics or 
imbeciles should l»e taken charge of bv the Government, f>f coui.se, it was 
the duty of the State as such to protec t the interests of such jw'ople. Latei 
on, the addition of clause C was made in which it was also possible for the 
Government to take charge of the estates of proprietors other than lunatics. 
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women, or orphans or on political grounds by declaring them as ''dis> 
qualified’'. In the first place, 1 think this principle of later addition was 
entirely wrong. But to that subject I shall come later. Speaking about 
the present amending Hill so far as the estates and tenures are concerned, 
I think that if the jiroprietorn of the estates or the owners of the tenures 
come undffr the same < ategory on the ground that they are either orphans, 
women (»r lunatics or both and a.s such they*have a right to protection, then 
1 think that there should be a limit to such protection. The mover of the 
Hill wants that even the tenure-holders should be protected. But 1 say that 
there arc !nari\ tenure-holders in the MMuensiugh district and in North 
Bengal who are even bigger persori.s than the jiroprietors. On principle, 
there can be no iibjection. Hut tber/* is no reason wh\ you should not pursue 
this principle to its extreme lognal ’^equ<*rne If you waul to protect the 
tenure-holder, then why not protect the nn\fat who lias got into rlifticulties, 
■by taking bis also umler the protection of the ( iovernment . In this view 
of the {’ase. I W'ould .sug^ge^t that the mover sliould imlude the korfaefars 
also who are entitled to suc)» proteition «)n smiilar consideration I will 
now come to the other thing where the mover -^ay^ that he leeU pity for tlie 
proprietors who are rieilln'r lunatics nor <»r}>hans and \et ate derlared as 
“(liscjualified ” Hut it tlH*\ arc not “discjuahficd *. whui is the r»*ason of 
their estates being put under tht* shclttu of the t if)\ crnmciit y U they aie 
qualifieil 4o manage their own estate.s, they i»ught to manage thtMii them- 
selves. 'I’lie (Iovernment laki* ov»*r charge of the cstatcH •.im]>i\ because 
t lio pioprietors tliereof are diM(|ualified . 1 would take the view that if the 

proprietors arc not di-»(jualified. thc\ sliouid munagi* their estate-^ themselves 
without seeking an\ prot«*ction from the (f<»vetnment It the> are not 
disijuaiitied , jhc\ ha\e no right to the proto<'lion of the (Iovernment. 
Thendore. I tliink the Hill cuts right atios*. the good and sound principles 
of mamigemcnt by ( ourtH (d Waidn and I oppose the motion tor refei»‘nce 
of till* Hill to a Select (ommittee. 

(At ibis stage, tbt' Hon’ble l*resi«lent re-ociupied tbe (’hair.) 

Mr# PRESIDENT* 'Fhe qm‘'*tion before tbe House is: that the Bengal 
(\>url of Wards (Amendment ) Hill. Ib-Hb be referred to a Select Committee 
cousistiiig of — 

(1) tbe Hon’ble Mr. Taruk Natb Muk citea. Minister in charge of the 
Heveiiue Department, 

(LM Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(d) Mi. W. H. (J. Laidluw. 

(4) Mr. liulil Chamlra Das, 

(5t Mr. Shrish Cliamlru (diakraverti, 

((>) Mr. Huridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Mr. Altaf Ah, 

(8) Mr. Mouzzemali Chowdhurv, 

(!t> Khan Bahadur Abilul Hamitl Chowdhury, j.r., 

(10) Mr. Sultanuddiu Ahmed, and 

(11) the mover. 

with icmtructions to submit their i-ejmrt by the 30th September, 1944, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 
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The question being put, a flivi-Hion was challenged and taken with the 
fdUowing result : — 


aaga MMi ftt rnm rn m aiMi. 

Mr. a«r Aa«w«. 


Mr. M«M«i«ai NaMMiaMi 
Mr. Mm»U« 4 Mif eiMvitory. 
afeM aMUMhir A. M. eiMwtffenry 
Mrs. a. aWMarta 


AYI»— IT. 

I Tl* Nm*!** ata* lAMMsr a M. I 

Mr. UtalM 

Mr. M tlii wui NMMta. 

Mr. AMMI UtNl 

aiHMi laaM SakMaN M*a*a 

I Mr. aifM a»f. 

Mr. ViMS N. I. ttltor. 

KfeM ••»*#«? M. tlMAMMimll*. 


Mr. S. C. Oiafcravrrty. 

Mr. L. e. Om. 

a«4 aataMir a M. MaMra 
Mr. M. O. MalaaMar. 


Mr. a. C. MakHartaa. 

Mr. a. eal SMwikarf. 

Mr. A. O. aay. 

ana* ta»i» Maalrl WafeMauaaiaa. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. Th«* House ha>. dividisl. .\yeH~-~l7; 

N oes — M. 

The iiiotmij !s iheretore. eunied 


The Bengal Anti-Dowry Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item j*«. tlie Henj^al Anti-Doviry Hill, 1!144. 
Ml Haridas Mazuiiid.ir 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 hej^ In move: that Uh* Hill !>€'» 
referred to a Select ('ommitlee consisting of — 

(1 ) th(' Hon hie Nawuh Mushurruf! llossain, Khan Huhadur, Minister 
in idiarge i)\ the -ludieiul Depart iiieni , 

(‘J) Mr. Mesbahuddin .\hmed, 

(d) Mr. W. H. (i. Laidlaw, 

(4 I Mr. .\mulyadhone lto\ , 

( ' Air Hanajit I^al ( lio\vdhur\. 

((»' Hai Hahudnr Uadhn a Hhu.sun I(o\ . 

(7 I Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(S) Mr. MoHzz<‘ina]i ('h<*wdhnr\, 

(It) Mr. Humayun Kahir. 

(]tti Mr Hiren Hoy. and 

( J 1 ) 1 he imo er, 

with in^tiuetion tn .suhinit their report hy the ‘ilKh (une. I!t44, and that 
the number of members wh(»se preseme j^hall be necc.-HKary to fonstitute a 
quorum shall be four 

Sir, this is a welfare inea.sure 'I'he principle of this Hill was practic.ally 
accepted in connection with another Hill that was moved b> Kai Hahadur 
S, X. Singh, w h<* wan tormerl\ a meiulM'r ot this Hou.se. The Select thirn- 
mittee stage wa.s also gone into and eertain ehanges here and there were 
iiH'orpfirated This Hill i» now j>rescnte<l toda\ only with a new name and 
I think the House will ac<ei>t my motion for reference of this FHII to a 
Select t’oniiiiittee, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion mo%e<l: that the Bengal Anti-Dowry Hill, 
11>44, be referred to a Select rommitti**.* conaiating of— 

(1) the Hon’ble Nawab Muahamiff Hosi^ain, Khan Hahadur. Minister 

in charge of the Judicial Department, 

(2) Mr. Meabahuddin Abmed, 
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(3; Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(4) Mr. Atnulyadhone Hoy, 

(5; Mr. Hanajii Pal (jhowdhiiry, 

(G) Rai Bahadur lladhica BhuHan Roy, 

(7) Mr. Nur AHiiumI, 

(8} Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(9) Mr, Hiiniuyun Kabir, 

(10) Mr. Bi r»*ii Roy, and 

(11; tlu* mover, 

with insi I u< tioii to «ubmit their report by the 30th June, 1944, and tl 
the nuinl»er <»f lueinber.s who.«je prenence .^hall be nece-ssary to ci>n»titute 
quorum hIiuII be lour. 

The Hon*bl6 Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AII 

1 beg to move tiiut the Hill be ( ireuluted for the purjvone of eliciting opini 
thereon l)y the 31ht l)eeeml>er, H144. 

Sir, my honourable friend who has sponsored thin Hill .stated that il 
Bill wuH previously referred to a Select Committee. Hut I find, Sir, tl 
four ot five \ ears’ time ha** (dap^^ed since then and .so it ha^- la‘C(>ine m^cessii 
that public opinion should be ascertained afresh. I kimw, Sir, there is 
section ot the Hindu eommunit\ \\}iic‘h feels stroiigK against the provisit 
of this Hill and my friend who had introdueetl this Bill with the bast 
motive no doubt has only looked to one side of the jiicture. He thinks tl 
the dowry is a sort of extortion and it should be stoj>ped. Hut there 
another side of the picture. Hindu daughteis do not inherit anything fr 
their father, and this is the only way in which they can get something ( 
of their paternal properties. I tliink it will not be ijuiti- pi opto to si 
this system and thereby disinlierit the daughbus totally. I iliink there i 
othei matter^ al.**o whiidi .Hihouhl lie looked into 'Phe Hill i.** not, it see 
to be, ti ver\ beneficial one. It is latlier retiograde and aNu uncdiivairt 
inasimieli as it takes away the right of the daughters to dov\rv from th 
paretit^. I think. Sir, that public opinion should be elicited before t 
princiide (d tlic Hill is aecej>ted by the ( i overnmenl . With the^e won 
1 eommeiid mv motion to tin* aeeeptam'e of the House. 

Mr. PRE8iDENT: Amendment inovt*d : that the Hill be eireulai 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon b\ the 31st December, H144. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. 1 beg to move: that the Bengal Suppre.ss; 
of Immoral Trailic (Amendment) Bill, 1949, be referred to a Select Cc 
mittee consisting of — 

(n the Hou’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.f., Ministei in chai 
of the Hou^e Department. 

(2) Mr. Bankim Lhaiuira Dutta. 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. 

(5) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(G) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dull, 

(7) Albadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mubammad Jau, 
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(8) Khan Sahib Nunil Amin, 

(9) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Mr. Moajwemali Chowdhury. and 

(11) the mover, 

with iutitructioiiB to submit their report by the .list July, 1944, and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall b<' four. 

Sir, this aniciuliu^f Bill has come before this House at a very opportune 
inomenl s«) iar this j)rovince is eoncerned. This Bill at first si^ht would 
appear to eontuin only three clauses. By clause 1, it want.s to add one wonl 
to the preamble (»f the original Act and that word is '‘hrothel”. By clause 
2, it wants to omit •'OVen word*^ t>c<*urring at the end of the detinition of 
brothels, vi/ , “f(»r the gain td any (dher persons”. TIhtc is another clause, 
a new clause, whirh w.mt-. to ,idd a provision to the Bill in order to givt* 
power to the coipoiate bodir> iij Bengal ti* regulate the brothels vsithin their 
jurixlict ion . W’licn the original A< t of 19dd was passed into law, there was 
great agitation over tin* definition of the word “brjithcls” ; hut in spite of 
that the Bill was passed with tin* tU‘fecti\e definition ot tin* tt*rm ‘’hrothel”. 
As a lesult ot that, during the last Itt \ears ver^ little action or pnu'firally 
no action has bct‘n taken bs the police in »*nforcing this Act in r«*spec( of 
brollicls in this cit\ In thi^ (‘onnection, I must .state for tlu' information 
(d tlu‘ honourable ineniWTs <>t this House that there an* tw'o Ai'ts now in 
force in Bengal, (hie in the* Eastern Bengal and Assam Disonlerly House 
Act, 19117. wliii h is in ion t* in almost all the munii'ipal areas of Bengal and 
other is the ]»H*Ne‘nl Aet, namel\ . the Be'iigal Suppressioii of Immoral Traflit^ 
Ael. IKd'i, whx h in in foret* in the eit\ t)f Calcutta and als<i in om^ or two 
]dac»*N Hi tlu* suburbs of ( aleutta 1 have bt*en tising to have* the jirovisions 
of this Al t e\te‘inle*d to othe*r munie'ipal areas, but ( io\ e*rnm(*n t 's rej>l\ has 
be*en that it will ineie*:iHe' (*xpe*nditun* if that is d«>nev d'he*!!* is soiin* 
impre'Ssion in some* (juarters that b<*eause* this Aet is in fore’e* hi*n*, so no 
other Act shemltl he in force in Bengal. Even from the opiniems received, 
we find that there* is an impression that there is no neci'ssity for any othe*r 
Bill 

Sir, it we* cfuiipare the provisions ed the original Bengal Act wdth the 
proN iNioijN »d Himilar h-gisIatioiiN iu the* edhe*r provin<*es, sucli hh the* Madras 
Supprt‘Ssioii oi Immoral Tiaffie Aert, Hrjd, the Jhinjah Suppre*ssiori eef 
Immoral Tratiie Act, 19dd, the Norlh-We.st Frontier Provini'cs Aiiti-hrothels 
and Prostitution Aet, 19‘{7, and Bombay Preventiem of f^rost itiit ion Act, 
]9‘23, we find that in the IVeambles of those Acts the* w'orel “brothel” has 
bet‘n clearly inserted; whereas in the Bengal Act it has not be«*ii inserted. 
In the Bengal Act, we find “Wher<‘as it is expeelieut to make* better provision 
for the suppression of trafhc in women, girls for immoral purposiMe.” 
Nowhere the word “hrothel”’ occurs. Of i‘ourse, there was good reason fo: 
not doing so. Because at that time the whole purjiose was to suppress the 
traffic in women and girls. In the Madras Act, we find, “Whereas it is 
expedient to make better jiroyision for the suppression of brothels and traffic 
in w’’oinen and girls”. Similarly, in the Preamble of the Punjab Act and in 
other }»rovincial Acts w’e find the Preamble w'hich includes brothels. The 
working of the whole Act would depend ver>' much as to how we define the 
word “brothel”. The definition in the Bengal Act h*: “a hrothel means an> 


OIC 



IMlfOBAt T&AFMC BILL. 


[I2tb Uay 


m 

hotiHe or pari of a house, room or place in which two or more females carr; 
on prostitution for the gain of other persons”. If we read side by aid 
the definition of the Madras Act, we find that ‘‘a brothel means any houa 
or room or place which the occupier or person in charge thereof habituall; 
allows it to be used by any other person for the purpose of prostitution.” h 
the Punjab Act, we find : “a brothel means any place kept or used for prosti 
tution, but M'hen one woman takes a man or men t<» her own room for illici 
intercourse, she shall not he deemed to W keeping or using a brothel.” Ii 
the Bengal Act we find ”a brothel means a place where two or more womei 
live togetlier for purpose of prostitution for the gain of any other person” 
Otherwise it will not be a brothel. Sir, ”for the gain of any other person” 
these seven words make the whole Act null and void. No action has beei 
practically tiiken by the police f(»r the suppreHsion of brothels up till now 
In reply to a question of mine (Government has replied that the total numbe 
of brothels all over Bengal has increased. As regard.** ('ulcutta, the numbe 
of brothels has been reduced. It is iieces.sary, therefore, that this Ac 
should b<* brought in line with the Madras, the Punjab and Bombay Acts, * 
that our Act might be effectively enforced in Bengal. Sir, these brothel 
are black-spots on the fair city of (’alcutta. 

Sir, the prostitutes are the refuse of human ^(aiety, and in view ot th 
stringent provisions of the Bomba\ , Punjab and Mudru.s Acts tbe> tak 
shelter in Calcutta and carry on their profession here unhampered. 

Let me here reproduce in support of my amending Bill the weiglit; 
renmrks from the report of the All-Bengal Women’s Tnion, 

“The Act as passed in 1933 makes a brothel a place where two or mor 
women live together for purposes of prostitution for the gain of othe 
persons. These seven words make the wlude Act null and void, and w 
believe that in the ten years since this Act became law no prosecution ha 
bean attempted by police except as regards minor girls of whom 8 or 10 ar 
removed from brothels each year, their places being at once taken by fresl 
victims who are also kidnapped. Madras and Bombay have enacted legie 
lation which makt^ it an offence to keep brothel and the law in these citie 
is being rigorously enforced. Calcutta is therefore the cit> of refuge fo 
all brothel-keepers, tume<l out of the other towns and there are at leas 
fifteen hundred places spread out in the city.” 

The Government of Bengal recently opened clinics for free treatment c 
venereal diseases and statistics from these show that 40 per cent, of the civi 
population are now seeking treatment, a fact which only tells how widespread 
is the evil. Sir, with these words, I commend my motion to the acceptanc 
of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Motion moved: that the Bengal Suppression c 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committe 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nosimuddiii, k.c.i.e., Minister in chnrg 

of the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(8) Mr. Lolit Chandra Dos, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Miikherjee, 

(5) Mr. W. B. O. Laidiaw. 
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(6) Mra. lAbwiyiiprobba Dutt. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(8) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, 

(9) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Mr. Moaaxemali C'howdhury, and ^ 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the Jilst July, 1944. and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be nece.Hsary ti» constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Mr. ME8BAHUODIN AHMED: Sir. I move as a short-nolice amend* 
ment that the date Jllst July may be changed into 18th May. as the Ooveru- 
ment wants to push this Bill through as quickly as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your proposal, Mr Mesbuhuddiny 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: That I may l>e allowed at short notice 
to move that the date for the submissom of the Select ( oinuiiitee re|K)rt be 
change<l from the 3lHt July to the IHth May. 1944 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I object to this uniendment. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As tlu *re has been an objection. 1 cannot admit your 
amendment. 

The original motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Will there be no debate, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kvideutly no honourable member wanted to sfieak. 
I waited but no one «tood up. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1S44. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move: tiiat the Bengal I#and Revenue 
Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment! Bill, be circulated for 

the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon b.v the dlst July, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion m<»ved : that the Bengal Land Revenue 
Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be ( irculated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st July, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Tha Bangal Public Demands Rsoovary (A mand Msn t ) Bill, 1S44. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move: that the Bengal Public Demands 
Eecovery (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the,^0th July, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Public Demands 
Bocovery (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th July, 1944. 

(Hie motion was agreed to.) 



m MEMBERS ABSENT. (12th May. 1944.] 

T;mi Tnuitf«r of Property ond the Indian Rogistration (Boagal A mond nu nt ) 

Bill, 1043. 

Mr. NUR AHMCDS Sir. 1 bejr to mo%*e: that the Transfer of Property 
and the Indian Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, UM-i, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion tliereon by the ‘Hst July, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: thiil the Transfer of Property and 
the Indian Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for 
the purpose (»f eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st July, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.; 

TH# Bengal Urban^Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the last item, numel\ , the Bengal I’rban 
Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1944, I understand tliat pievio\is sanction of 
the (iovernnient has not been obtained. Theretore, this Bill cannot be 
moved. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 17th May. 

Adjournment. 

The (’ouucil then adjourned till 1-30 on W<*<hicsda\, the 17th .May, 
1944, 


Members absent. 

'I'lic follow nig menihcrs weie absent tnuii the mcolnnr lichl «iii ito* l?tli 
May. nM4: 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmed 

(2) Mr. Sultnnuddyi Ahmed 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Hai Bahadur K. (\ Banerji. 

(f)) Mr. Ilumuyuii Beza Chowdhurx 
((>) Mr. N. (\ Datta. 

(7) Mrs. Labanyuprobho Ihitt. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdul (jh»fraii. 

(10) Mr, M, R. Jaipuria. 

(in Aibadj Kban Baha<lui .Shaikh Muhammad lun 

(12) Maulanu Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. (1. Laidluw'. 

(14) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(15) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimrao. 

(17) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(18) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashit! 

(19) Dr. K. S. Ray, 

(20) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(21) Mr. J. AV. R. Steven. 

(22) Dr. Kasiruddiu Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEQSLATIVE COUNCIL' DEBATES 


rirti Swt l t n, 1t44 — !!•. 3t. 


The Council met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the legislative Building, 
Cldcutta, on Wednesday, the 17th May, 1944, at 1-30 p.m., being the thirty- 
sighth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 02(^)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sinoh Bot, k.o.i.i.) waa 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Malaria In tha PuriiaiMr Union. 

15ft. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAft: {a) Will the Uon’hie Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and l.«ot*a) Self-tioverniiieiit ]>e|)<irttnetit be 
pleasefl to state whether the (toveriiinent are aware that there is a severe 
outbreak of iiiaiariai fever in the Ptirlmdhuir Pnioii in the district of 
Tippera, poIi( e-station Murailnagar, attended with high mortality ^ 

(h) Do Governiiient projsise to take imme<liate steps for the supply of 
quinine to that locality V If not, why not? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on bohalf Of 
tlio Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaiuddin Ahmad) t iti) Ves, there 
was a severe outbreak. 

(h) No .special measure.s were necessary as the Union is very close to 
the Hangora di^ipensiiry . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAfti Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Bangora is within the Purbadhair Union P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That does not matter, becauee the place where thi# 
outbreak occunvd in only one mile and a half from the H.nigora »ljs|M*n,sar.\ . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. But ie it within the Purbadhair Union? 

Mr. BIREN ROY; No; it is just outside the Union. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then why does not Oovemment think it 
necessary to make arrangements for distribution of quinine within the 
Purbadhair Union? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Actually arrangements for distribution of quinine 
were made in this dispensary, because distribution could be better controlled 
from this place which is only 11 miles from the villages where the outbreak 
actually took place. 

96 




822 QFESTIONS AND ANSWEK8. [17th Mat. 

Mr. LALiT OHANDilA DAil Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tbat there 
are several villages which constitute the Parbadhair Union? 

Mr. BIREM ROYl Tea. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASl Are all of them only 1) miles from the 
dispensary ? 

Mr. BIREN ROYt Tes, the distance is between 1| miles and 2 miles in 
all cases. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ridiculous. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, what did you say? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I said “ridiculous”, because I know 
what the actual distance is. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut, y<»u cannot expn^ss an opinion in that way. 
Mr. Roy never said that the dispensary is e<juidistant from all the villages. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, vSir, he did not say that it is 
lUjuidistant. He sjiid that the distance is only between lA miles and 2 miles. 
That is wh.v 1 said “ridiculous”, het'ause 1 myself know the distance quite 
well. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut you <‘annot express your opinion in that way. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Government please state what 
is the amount of quinine distributed from this dispensary? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arrangements for free distribution of 2.340 lbs. 
quinine and 087 lbs. cinchona febrifuge were made from this dispensary. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the llon'hle Minister please state 
how many Unions this Hangora Dispensary is serving? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All the six villages mentioned by the honourable 
member. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How many I nions and not village.*^; for 
Bangora may serve several unions? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next one is a question (o he answered hy the 
Hon'ble Mr. Suhraw’urdy. who I find is not present in his seat. Will the 
Hon’ble licader of the House please say if anybody is prepared to answer the 
question on behalf of Mr. Suhrawardy? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, this question may be left over 
for the next day when he will be present. 



iMi.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSArEllS. 


82 S 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but there should hare been a request to the 

Chair beforehand ‘that thi» question might be hehl over. However, the 
question is left over till the next day. 


**Crowr Moru Food*’ oomfioigii* 

157. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Ilon’ble MiniMer in ehnrge of 
the Agriculture l>e|»artineiit 1«» pleased to state whether any advuiue or grant 
has been matle 1)\ the (rovernnient of India t<» itnaiu e partly (he projects 
and schemes undertaken by the (Jovei iiiiient of Hengal in fiirtheram t* of the 
“Grow More I-^kjiI” campaign y 

(h) If so, what i-- the amount id that advance or of the grant 

(r) What i'* the total amotint pro|H>s€*d to be sjjent on the “(Jrow More 
Food*’ (am[mign in llengal during the \ear 19411-44. 

(//) How much of thin sum is pro{H»st>d to Ik‘ s|KMit in each district of 
Bengal and on what juoiects in each ilistrict? 

(e) What steps ha^e been adopted h\ the Goveinment of Bengal to 
coini>el the /ainindars. joteda?*. and money-lenders to tiilvanre money to 
cultivators for grow ing tnore foiidl^ 

(/) How linn h imj»rovi*d s<*<m 1 and how mu< h oi dinars padd\ and other 
seeds ha\e Iicmmi distributed b\ the (io\ernment of Bengal in 1949 and how 
nnieh of fhi* same to each ilistrict of Bengal? 

MINISTER in churge of tlio AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyod Muazzamuddin Hosaln): (a) Tea. 

(b) Interest-free loan of 15,000 and gnrant of Ks. 9, 85, 950. 

(c) He. 85, 77, 000 approximately spent during 1949-44. 

(d) A statement showing the amounts sjient <1 tiring 1949-44 on distri- 
bution of seeds of aus, arnnn, rain, wheat, castor, boro jwiddy and fodder 
crops, distriid by district, is laid on tbe Table. District figures in respect 
of other schemes are not yet available. 

(e) Government have no power to comj>el anybrnly to advance money to 
cultivators, but they have issued an order under the Defence of India Buies 
under which the owner or occupier of anv waste land can l»e called upon to 
cultivate it for gmwing food and fodder crops and in the event of his 
default, the land can W settled with anv other jx^rsoii for the same purpose. 

If) A statement showing distiibntion of seeds, district by district, exclud- 
ing vegetable seeds is laid on tbe Table. 

Information regarding vegetable scefls ie not yet available. 



t referred to in paH (d) of reply to question No, 167. 



5.39,146 10.3H4 1 4,227 62,$^) 


referred to in part (/) of reply to queMion No. 157, 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 

CriMl fdtohiiis. 




[17th Mat, 


1$i. Rai SahHi ilOCENOflA NATH RAY; Will the Hoo bla Minister 
in charge© of the Itevenue Df^partment be pleased to state, subdivision by 
«ub<livi»ion , including: Sadur subdivision of each district — 

(a) the numl>er of gruel kitchens ojiened by the Government in the 

districts of Bengal; 

(b) the cost incurred in this connection; and 

(c) the numlw*r fed? 

MINISTER in ohtrga of Uio REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa); A 8tat«iment containing the information, 
district by district, is laid on the Table. The information for each subdivi- 
iion on all the poiiiis is not readily available. 

Statevient ref erred to in rep^y to question No. 168. 



NiimfH'ir of fr*v' 

Total nuinlM.*r 
of 

flMl. 

4 

Kxtx'oditurf' 
iii<’urr*'>d by 
( biverrunont. 

7 

DiHtnct. 

hy 

HuhMMilKiMl 
h> (i«»v«*rii- 
inont . 

3 

Bakarganj 

371 

h 

9.279. 4Hr) 

Hh. 

7.67. 092 

B«inkurn 


10 

.'>2.r>oo 

7, (to, 963 

Birbhuin 

171 

Nil 

(daily) 

2.7 1 2.222 

2,89,191 
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lu 
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17.1KHI 

91,000 
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m.HH 2 

6.53,780 
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2;%7 

2.'; 
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11.46,066 
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Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Dinnjimr 

27 

Nil 

284.899 

4<t,210 

Fartdpur 

22 K 

Nil 

19,07.7,117 

7.76.086 

Hooghly 

247 

7 

19,271.180 

8,24,048 

Howrah 

97 1 

Nil 

8,211,087 

4,70,312 

Jalpaiguri 

n 

Nil 

58.5H2 

84,84 1 

Jeaaora 

1 

24 

118,718 

(mcluiluig free 
doUw). 

7,366 

Bltiuina 

33 

80 

1,429.600 

1.33,480 

Makia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

MSdnapora 

1.318 

37 

78.403,172 

50.31,266 
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24 I^nr^SKHs 
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42 
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R«habiliUtiofi of sokKars and tallori, ota 


159. Mr. NUR AHMED: (i/> Will the Hon'itic Mimsli'v in rhar^o of 
tilt* ('mniMfn r. l/nlumr uiul I fKlusti it‘s 1)t‘]iartiut>itt Ik* jilt*ast‘<l lo staia v\ hut 

la-fu takt'ii liy tlit* ( i(»vfriuiit‘nl of lo (itau up a posl-wivr 

reiauiHtruii ion “rlH'iut* Inr Ui«* n*liahililat hui t>l soKlifin, Kfaini'U atul nn'inlK’i'M 
of lahour (Miips n*rruit<*tl from lh*ii^rui, afttT llu* war in af^rirtiliura! lamli* 
in lh*n;;aly' 

(ft) I- ht* aw art* that tht* ( io\ t*niiiit*nt of tin* Punjah havt* alrfiuly <ukt*u 
st«*p> to tlraw up surh Hrhfines tor tli<* Punjahi soltliorsy 

MINISTER in chargt of tlio COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. K. Shahabuddin) : (a) A schomo ii 

under ennsidoralion. 

{hi Yes. The Puiijah (Tovenmieut have drawn up a Hoheiiie for jj^rant 
of hind to the Pnnjahi soldiei^ far jralluiitry in the field. 

Deaths due to starvation. 

160. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon hie Minister in i haiye of the 
Public Ht*alth and laK-al SelMiov«*rnnient Ih'partinent 1 m* pleased to state 
how man\ persons diet! of star\ation in tot Palriittu, (h) ( 'hittap^<»n^ and 
(c) Xoakhali durin>.C the months of .laniiury to th tober, P)4d?' 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauiwi <lalaiuildin Ahmad): The honourable 
ineinbei is reterreil to (he answer ^iven on the kJbth April PM4, in reply 
to (juestion Xo. 124 by Mr. failit (‘liaiirira Das, M.i .r. 

Deaths from malaria, oholera, ate. 

1S1. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the HoiPble MintHier in 

charge of the Publie Health and liOeal; SelMJovernnient Department be 
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Il7m Mat, 

pleased to state tlie total number of deaths in all parts of the Province from 
malaria, cholera, small})ox, dysentery, pneumonia and kaJa-aaar from July 
to the end of December, 194^3? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on Mialf of 
tiio Hon’blo Khon Bohaifcir Maulvi Jalalmlilin Ahmad)! A statc^ment is laid 
in the Library. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
the total number of deaths taken tojjether? From the statement laid on the 
Table it appears that he has given the number district by district, but I want 
to get the total number of deaths from all these oanaes in Bengal from July 
to the end of December, 1943. 

Mr. BIREN ROY I I think I have given a fully detailed statement, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! What is your question, Mr, DasP I could not 
follow it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M y question is: the Department 

would he pleased to state the total number of deaths in all parts of the 
province from malaria, cholera, small-pox, dysenterj’, pneumonia, kala-asar 
from July to December, 1943. The reply that has been laid on the Table 
gives this information district by district, but what I want is a comprehen- 
sive idea as to the causes of these deaths in the whole province 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that means only totalling up the numbers as 
given in the list. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, so that un idea may be had of 
the whole thing at once. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. R 03 ', you should ask one of your clerks to total 
up the figures and hand it over to Mr. Das. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All right. Sir. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate by wbat percentage these deaths are higher than the deaths in the year 
}942P ‘ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Unless 1 get the total it is not possible to give the 
•xact percentage. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You propose to give it on some other 
day P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: To -morrow or on the next sitting day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In the HouseP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question cannot be kept pending, it has bees 
answerec Mr. Roy may hand over the figure to Mr. Das. 

^toareity af drinking water in Contai sulMHvision. 

162. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: ia) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if his attention has been drawn to the fact that in 
the Contai subdivision in the coastal belt area there is want of pure water 
for drinking purposes P 
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f (h) If ao, doe# he prwpoae to take steps for dinkinfr sufficient nunaber of 
tnlia-weUs there to remove the want? 

Mr. SIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on MiMf Of 
tlio Hon*blo Khan Rahaiiiir Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): i<n Yts. 

(h) Steps have already been taken. Besides 18i? tube- wells already exist- 
ing: io the coastal belt area lid more have been sunk after the cyclone and 
the work of sinking^ fresh tulie-wells and of resinking derelict tulie-wells ia 
going on. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEEl With reference to answer 
(b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any new tube- 
wells have been sunk this year in 1944? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. One hundred and thirteen tube- 
wells have been sunk after the cyclone. But I do not know the exact date. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Ihns it refer to the cyclone 
of 1942? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I know when my ques- 
tion No. 15<>, held up today, is going to be answered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawnirdy be here to answer 
this question next day? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

Ye.s, Sir. 


Point of Information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With your permission, Sir, I would ask 
the Iveader of the House for certain information about the recent disturbances 
that took place at Dacca. We have learnt that serious riots broke out at 
Dacca the other (lay and aUo that there \s further (diance <»f rec’in nuice. 1 
w<»u]d re(|uest the Hon’hh* J^eader of the House t>r the Hon'hle Mininter in 
charge of l^aw and Order to inform tin* Honne the real position there. Also 
we woultl like him to make a statement as to what steps have been taken i(» 
prevent further recurrence. 

The Hon’ble Kben Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

The proper procedure in tliis coniiectiim is to put a short-not i«*e <jUeslion and 
if that is sent to the Hon’ble Minister in charge, it will be for him to decide 
whether to make any statement or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, there is an alternative proce<lure which 
you have permitted, namely, asking for papers in the House. You have 
held that Government might take a particular occasion to make a statement 
with regard to the incident. 

Mr. PRESIDENTi Government evidently prefers the first alternative^ 
namely, putting a short-notice question. 

Mr. HARIDAB MAdUMDAR: Sir, I have tabled a short-notice question 
oa the subject. I do not know whether it will be ooasented to, because 
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ninet V -nine ca«e« out of huiutml the He.iri»le Minister?* refuse to answer 
questions at short notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may just wait and see. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I gave notice of a 
•hort-riotice question on Monday last to the Hon’ble Minister for Agricul- 
ture regarding the supply of aus seeds in the Contai subdivision of the 
Midnapore district. This is the* season for aus crop. It is a matter of very 
urgent importance. t>o, may I know whether my question has been admitted 
or notJ' 

Tha Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINt 

I have not got the short-nolice <|uestic»ii. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEEt I only request the Hon’ble 

Minister to reply to the sliort-notice question early. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. That shorl-notice question was received by me this 
morning and 1 admitted the question but that has not yet been sent to the 
Depart im^nt concerned. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may 1 know what has happened to my 
short-n(»fi<-c qiioMtion whi«'li 1 tal)lcd <m Fiola\ la-t rcganling tlic illness of 
Mrs. Lila Roy, a sciuirity prisonci ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has been admitted by me. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, may we know what will happen to 
the year-old questions which have not been answered yet.'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot enlighten the House on that point. Only 
the lloiThb’ Ministci's ctin. « 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Sir, nearly a montli ago, you said that 
you would look into tiie matter. The Hon ble Minister for Civil Supplies 
gave an assurance that he ^^ould reply to hi** questions earlier. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have not heard anything more about the matter. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Rut, Sir. you also assured us that you 
would look into the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. I did and the matter rests there. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I know what has happened to 
mv (luestion relating to the rise in price of rice at Dacca? I believe I seat 
in the (jiiestion about three weeks ago. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhat is the number of the question? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can I know it, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, I shall ask the Secretary to look up aud 
find out %vhetber the Hon ble Minister in charge of the Department concerned 
has a(‘<'c])te(l the question at short notice. 

The next item is the Presentation of Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bfill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly. 
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by tiio Anombly, 

The Sfcrftarv (Dr. S. K. D. Gm'A); Sir, the following me«aage has 
been reieived from the Hengal I*egi*»lafive Assembly : — 

“The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, ltM4, us passed by the Bengal 
Legislative AssembU at its meeting held osb April 27, 11144, bus been duly 
signefl b> me and is annexed herewith. Tlie concurrence of the Bengal 
Legislative ('ouihmI t(» the Hill is nMtuesle<l. 

Sykd Nausiikr Ali, 
Sptakrr, 

lieu gal Legislative- Assembly.** 

Sir, 1 herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1944, ns passed hv the Bengal I^egi.slative As.sembly held on the 27th April, 
1944. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Sir. may 1 in this connection draw your 
attention to tlie Hill before us and say that full opportunity ami full lime 
shoiilii !)♦' ii> tni the 'Hubiui''Hni|i ot aioeiMhiien ( the Hill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, why df» you as.sunie that full time will not 
be given. 

Notice given by Hon’bte Finance Minister regarding motion for oonsideratlofi 
and passing of the Bengal Agrioultural lnoomo>tax Bill. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. I jiropose to 

mov(* in tlu* ( urrent s('^>ion of the Hengal Ia*gislatlve (hninril that the Bengal 
-Ag neullura! liuome-lav Bill, 1944, as ]>nssed hy tlie Assemhly he taken 
into consifierat ion and pas.sed 

Mr. HUMAYUS KABIR: On a jioint of order, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I.et the IDoi'lde Mini .ster finish. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If he is allowed to finish, then my point of 
order will not arise. Sir, 1 object to his giving this notice. Fnder rule 52, 
he cannot give notice of such a motion unless the Bill has heen in the possoa- 
fiion of the hoiiouruhle ineinhers for at least JT) days and, Sir, we have 
received llie Itill only this inoineiit. 'I’he notice for eonsidernt ion of the 
Bill can be moved under tlie rule only after tin* Bill has bt^ui in possession 
of the members for lo days, Therefore, I submit (his motion does not arise 
at tins moment unless, of course, you d«*cide. Sir, to waive the rule. Yon 
can certainly allow him to give tlie notice today. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, this is a very important Bill. 
Therefore, 1 think even lo days’ notice is not very sufficient for the purpose. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Kabir, you are referring to rule 52, but I will 
draw your attention to rule 77. * 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: T know, Sir, that that nile provides for 10 
days, but that does not improve the tiovernment’a position. 

Mr. RRlSiDBNT: Now, look at rule 76 which clearly lays down that 
“when a Bill originating in the Assembly has been passed by the Aaserably 
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•ltd is sent to ilio Coiindl, copies of tlie Bill shall he Uid on the Table and 
made available for the tise of members at the next following meetiBg of the 
Council or as soon as possible thereafter/* 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs That has nothing to do with a Bill originating 
X in this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! The rule you are quoting relates to Bills which are 
introduced in this House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN ICABIRl Not necessarily, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS In any case, I give permission to the Hon*ble 
Minister to make his motion by relaxing the rule, if that rule applies. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs It is certainly within your power to give 
such permission. But before you give your final ruling on this point, I 
would reque.st you to see whether the rule that gives an advantage to the 
iuenr)b»‘rs ot having notice for l(t rbiVN or ]o days as the case may be, iloes 
appl\ in cuMes of Hills originating in the other House also, and 1 hope, Sir, 
y(»u will kindls give a ruling on this point at your leisure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yea, I shall do so. 

The last date for giving notice of amendment.^ to the substantive motion 
that the Bill he taken into consideration should be 1 p.m. on Saturday, the 
20th May. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Only three days, SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why, I think the honourable members should not 
take more than three days. There can be only three classes of amendments, 
namely, rnotion.s for circulation; motions to refer the Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee; and motions for referring the Bill to a C’onimittee of tlie whole 
House. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Kvcn in that i a c, tlie 
members will have to study the Bill thoroughly, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. It is a Bill of 05 clauses only, and I think the 
members can easily read the Bill in three days* time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. It is a taxation measure, Sir. There- 
\ fore, full latitude should be given to the members to digest the provision* 
of the Bill and then come forward with their motions for circulation, etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question of digesting the Bill would arise only 
when you table amendments to the clauses of the Bill. At present, tbaro 
can be only three classes of amendments, as I already said. Therefore, I 
do not think the members should take more than three days. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs My request to you is that the time be 
extended till Monday at least. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, I am not inclined to do so, because that 
will upset the whole time-table with regard to this Bill. 
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Mr. MNKIM ONAIUIIIA MUKHEMilt That doea uot 
Sir--* 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Mukharjee, if you are really serious and if you 
attach any great importance to this Bill 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERSBEs I am indeed really serious, 
Sir, and I attach great importance to the discussion of this Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sure you are really serious and attach great 
importance to the Bill; you must, therefore, know that this Bill has been 
pending before the public for a long time and I may even assume that you 
have already studied the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEEs Even assuming that, I must 
take into consideration the fact that it has been changed in the liower 
House. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Therefore, Sir. we must 
be all the more ( ircumspect in this House in regard to this Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Where is the scope for being circumspeoit at this 
stage? As T have already said more than once, there are only three tjrpes 
ot ainendnnMi t > that nia_\ he tabled. A*' regard" givirig of niitif'es ot aiiMUMl- 
nieiits to the clanses of the Bill. I am gtnng to give yon Hulfieient time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8. Even if looked at purely from the point 
of view of aiiHunlments to the substantive motion for consideration, such as 
motions for circulation or reference to a select committee, members will have 
to digest the provisions of the Bill thoroughly and put forth proper arguments 
in support of them. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: Most of the honourable members, Mr. Bas, are 
trained lawyers, and I am sure tliat you have already given attention to this 
subject. This matter has been pending before the public for more than six 
months, and I do not think that any one will find inconvenience in giving 
notices of amendments within these three days. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I think you should give 
sufficient time to the Opposition as well 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But Mr. Chakraverti, you must know that it is to 
the Opposition that this time is being given to put in amendments, for I am 
sun* the supporters of (j<»vernmenl are not going to jjiit in any such 
amendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: They may not give any such notice bui 
they want Uy rush through tlie Bill in this way. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI l But who knows, Sir, 
that some of the members of the Government party may not consider this 
matter in a different way ! 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: As regards giving notices of amendments to the 
clauses of the Bill, my suggestion is that they should be sent by 4-30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, tbe 23rd May 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRl Sir, may I draw your attention to rule 62 of 
the Rules of this House where it is definitely stated that when a motion has 
been agreed to by the Council that a Bill be taken into consideration, any 
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member may propoHe an amendment to snch Bill. That ' is to say, the 
question of tabling aniendnieiitti to the clauses of a Bill only comes in when 
the motion for consideration has been agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, go on. 

Mr. HUMAYUN ICABIR: M> contention is that amendments can be 
given notice of only after the motion for consideration is agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I suggest that amendments to clauses of the Bill 
should be sent along with the amendnicnls to the substantive motion that 
the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In that case. 1 think we should get the full 
time — 1 think it is 10 days — to put in amendments to the clausee of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, six days; and you are getting seven days for 
this. The House is asked to give notice of amendments to the clauses of 
the Bill by Tuesday, tlie *J‘lrd of May, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: TImt U too shmt a time.. T<Mla\ is the ITih 
ari<l from toduv till the tidnl is s«*ven da>s, or ratlcM- six dass ntil\ ; that is 
too short a time, Sir. We slouild have time till at least the *27th — fen clear 
days. As it Is, under the rules the Opjiosilion is entitled to a longer period 
tluin that. You have aI^ead^ vaiveil the nile so far as the date of notice 
of amendments to the nodion for (‘oiisidiMat ion of the Bill is ('oncerned. I 
quite agree that since tlie Bill l»as been before the publii* for some time, 1 
at any rate do not <dtject it three <tr tour days are given us to put in notices 
of such amendments as the circulation motion or a select committee motion, 
and in this view 1 think time up to Saturday is enough for the purpose. 
But so far as amendments to the clauses of the Bill are coio’erned, 1 would 
submit that we shall hav«* to stud> each clause separately and also to consi- 
di'i* the Agricultural Income-ia\ Acts which have come into being in the other 
provinces, since tliis is a new t.\pe of Bill. Therefore, 1 v\uuld urge very 
atrongly that you should relax the rule. Under the rules, it is only after 
the motion for consid«'ration ha»s been passed tliat ten days’ time should be 
given for tabling amendimmis to tlie clauses of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not ten days’ time, but seven days. May 1 refer 
you to rule 80 of our Rules 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But even then, we are not going to have 
full seven days; therefore the time for these amendments should be extended 
till the 27th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Bui full seven days you are getting as under the 
rules ! 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I point out that what we are 
considering at the present moment is only the question of fixing the date 
for amendments to the substantive motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration, the possible motion.** being circulation, sending the Bill to a 
select committee, or to a committee of the whole House. It is only after 
that that the question of the time which will be allotted under section 80 
comes in. Then, in that view, why are you fixing bt>th the dates at one 
and the same time? First of all, fix the date for the amendments to the 
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oolNiideratioti iiiotioo an<! then fix the date for amendment. «« to the olauMett 
of the Bill, after the consideration motion ia passed. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: Onl.\ ' to nave time I was doiny* i do !o>t think 

that this will inconvenience the honourable meinbers in any way. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, why should you be in such m 
hurry? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of lairry ; hut wliy should you 
waste time for nothing? ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I protest ai^ainst the word “waste**. 
The qut^stion of “waste of tiiiie“ does not arise mnv. Tliut may come in 
only after the motion made under rule 77 that the Bill he taken into consi- 
deration is carried. Your discretion will lamie in after that and then the 
qu<*>tion of “sNast*- of time’* will arisi*. You nia\ flooi raise flo‘ point if 
we ask for more time than is required. That question will arise then and 
not iM»w. Mtneovor. Sir. it is u taxation measur«*; .i lieuv\ hiirdioi is 
to i>e iinpost'd tm tin* pooph* of Hetiiral ami sn m» question of of time 

arises. \V«‘ want to put in as mau\ amemlinen t s jis an‘ nojuired. So. there 
is no <|ueNti!»ij ot hurl \ nr aaste ot lime. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut where is that hurry 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We are ^iractically hurrying through the 
Bill. The Bill lias b«*eu jiresented today only hy tlie flon’ble Minister and 
on the .same das he is luos’ing for eonsideration. Alllionjfli we ssanliol time, 
no sufficient time is allowed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindly hear me? The Hon*ble Minieter 
has moved that the Bill be taken into coi)si<leral it»n and as I explained more 
than once, there can be oiil\ thito* kinds <»f amefidmeiits at this staife - 
amendiiuMit for circulation . aiiieiidtiiioit toi sehu't (a»mmitlt‘c, mol amendment 
fora committee of the ^ hole House. For that. 1 think four da>s arc more 
than enoug^h, iiamel.N . I fcm. on the 2t)th May for pnftin^ in amendments- 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will you please allow me, 

Sir, to say a few W’ords 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope Mr. Mukherj<M» you will allow me to go on. 
Do you realise bow many times you ro.se up to speak? (Mr. B/iNKrii 
Chandra Mukhkr/kk; But without any effect.) As regards putting in 
amendments my sugg^'stion is that 4-30 p.m. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: 1 was going to rise on a 
point of order on this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, if you look to rule SO, 
you will find that if the motion made under rule 77 that the Bill be taken 
into consideration is carried, only then (he question of amendment. s to the 
clauses will arise. There can be no question of consideration of amend- 
ments to the clauses before the consideration motion is passed. Under 
rule 80 that question will arise only after the consideration motion is passed: 
that is my point of order. 
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Mr. iHRISN OHANORA OHAKRAVERTIt Sir, ihAi U ih» 

that ha# all along Been followed. 

Mr. PR ilil DENTS No. Not all along — that it wBat I nnderataiid. 

There have been caMea when amendmenta to the clauses were put in along 
with araetidmenta to the motion that the Hill Be taken into conaideration. 
Aa regards putting in amendmentH on the clauses of the Bill, 1 am prepared 
to acc^iirimodate / 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEEs I submit, Sir, that tha 
time for amendments to the clauses of the Bill cannot be oonaidered at thia 
stage— Before <Be eonsideration motion in pasHed. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the suggestion of Mr. Mukherjee is 
logical. Suppose the Bill is circulated for eliciting public opinion — where 
will these amendments then goP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, Mr. Das, I am prepared to wait for the 
amendments to the clauses till after the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration is accepted. (Mr. Lalit Chaitdea Das: Thank you, Sir.) 

The House stands adjourned till 2-lo p.m. on Friday next. 

Adjoummant. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 19th May, 1JH4. 


Membart abswit. 

The following memBers were absent from the meeting held on the 17th 
May, 1944:--- 

(1) Khun Hahadnr Nazir\uidin .Mimad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr, Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. N. r. Datta. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(H) MauBina Muhammad Akriim Khan. 

(9) Mr. W. B. G, Daidlaw. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimino. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Kasi Abdur Rashid. 

(15) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(16) Mr. J. W. R. Steven, 

(17) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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The CorNciL in the l^egiftltitive Ch4iAl>er of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the IDth May, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., btuug the 
thirty-ninth da\ of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section l)2(2)(a) 
of the Uovernnieut of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon ‘hie Sir Buoy Phasad Sinuii Hoy, e.cm.e,) was 
in the ('hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

CommuiMi disturtafioii at the Ctiaitni tankranti Mtia at Gluigtr« 

16a. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAt: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether serious com- 
munal disturUinces took place on the 13th April last at the Chaitm Sankranti 
melu at Ghagar in the Kotaliparu police-station within the district of 
Faridpur 

(b) How far is Ghagar from the nearest police-station}' 

(c) Did any police force attend the mela? 

(d) Was any person or jhthods killed in the affray}' How many were 
injured ? 

(e) Is it u fact that some women were misHing in course of the communal 
< lash y If so, how manyy Have they been traced, re<’overed and restored 
to their proi>er guardians !" To w*hich community do the women btdong ami 
to which caste y 

if) What steps have the (lovernment so far adopted to bring the offenil- 
ers to l)ook y 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY, (on behalf of 
the Hon*hle Khwaja Sir NazimucMin): (r ? ) No. There was a clash between 
some Home Guards and prostitute mongers but the tlispute was (juickly 
settletl by the Iccal people themselves. 

(h) J mile. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No f)cr.son w*as killed. Two were slightly injured. 

ie) No woman was reported missing. 

if) Does not arise. 

Yfold of paddy per tore In Banfcura and Birhhttm diatrMa. 

1S4. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Banklm Chandra 
MukharJOO): Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the method in which the pro<luce of a particular area has been 
calculated with reference to different classes of lands; and 

(5) the quantity of produce per acre as estimated (t) for danpa lauds, 
(n) for low lands, and (ii%) for medium lands in the districts of 
Bankura and Birbham? 
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MINItTEII ill Mtargt «f tlw ACIIIOULTlIRi DIMIITMENT (tli» 
Hon’lile Khan Baliailur taiyail MuazzaniucMifi Hoaaiii)s (a) The figures of 
outturn per acre are based on the results of experiments during the Iasi 
three ijuinquennial periods ending 1941-42. Experiments are made on 
different classes of lands and then an average is struck for the district and 
finally for the Province as a whole. 

(6) Quantity of produce per acre with regard to the different classes of 
lands has not been calculated separately. 

Air rftitf tMtan in polling booths. 

165. Rti Rahadur BROdERDRA MOHON MAITRA (on bshalf of 

Mr. Nareah Nath Mookorjse): (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether sutlicieui and adequate shelters against air raids will be 
provided in every polling l>ooth in the city at the ensuing Calcutta 
Municipal Elections? 

(//) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that shelters and ade<iuate water-supply 
arrangements for at least 2,600 persons should be provided for in every 
polling booth? 

(c) Is he aw'ai’e that the elections will take place on the 29th March? 
If so, what steps have l>een taken so far for the protection of both male and 
female voters in the booths? 

{(1) Is it a fact that even sites for such booths have not yet been selected ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahackir Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): The elec t ions were 
held on the 29th March la.st. Except in three or four cases, pucca buildings 
were selected as polling stations. Arrangements were also made for the 
supply of filtered water, us usual, in each i>olling station as well as in the 
polling booths on the day of the poll. No (‘onij>laint was received from any 
quarters regarding insuflicieney of water-supply in any c'a.se. 

Watar-aiippiy system at Kurseong. 

166. Mr. HARIDA6 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Dr. Kumud Sankar 

Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether the present w^ater-supply system at Kurseong (in the Darjee- 

ling district) is divisible into two parts ; 

(б) whether the main part consists of the catchment area near Sepoy- 

dbura from which water is brought to the main reservoir at 
St. Helen’s for distribution to those parts of the town which lie 
below this level; 

(c) whether the daily infiow into the reservoir mentioned in part (6) is 
about one lakh gallons serving about three-quarters of the popu- 
lation Kurseong ; 

{d) if the Government are aware that this supply is inadequate and the 
method of distribution is also defective ; 
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t (e) il it ia a imi that tli© Public Health ttepartment ol the Ooirawimeai 
of Beng’ol have prepared a achemc for iuoreaaiug the aupply of 
water to the population below the level of St, Helen 'a, the coat 
of which is estimated at about Ra.20,000; 

(/) if it is a fact that the population was about 6,000 and has increased 
considerably at present; 

(g) if it is a fact that minimum sup|dy available for the l>ow Hill and 

Victoria School areas from different sources roughly amounts to 
30.000 gallons daily ; 

(h) if it is a fact that the supply for the abovementioned arean after 

the last earthquake has lieen diminished and ns a result the supply 
during the driest season is insufficient which not only affects the 
Dow Hill, Victoria School, and the Tuberculosis Sanalorium areas 
but also those above the St. Helen’s level; 

(t) if it is a fact that Mr. Samuel (now deceased w ho was Subdi visional 
Officer of Kurseong, submitted a scheme for the tapping of Bahu- 
kbal Spring and a survey was iiuule accordingly; 

(;) if i1 a fac t that the estimated yield of Babukhal Spring and other 
jhoniif nearabout is one lakh gallons {>er day which would l>e suffi- 
cient to make up the shortage in the water-supply for the Dow 
Hill area population in Kurseong; and 
(it) whether Ciovemnient contemplate giving effect to (he scheme sug- 
gested by the late Mr. Samuel; if not, have Government any 
other X h(*me for the improvement of the water-supply arrangiv 
ment at Kurseong in contemplation; if the answer is in the affir- 
mative, when such a scheme is likely to be undertaken P 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on boHalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (</) Ves, the 
water-su]>ply system is dividt'd into two zones. 

(h) to (f) and (//) Yes. 

(/) The census figures of 1931 and 1941 are 7,451 and 8,497, resf>ectively. 

(h) the earthquake did not cause much difference in the quantities of 
water supplied at different periods in that area. 

(i) No such scheme was submitted to Government by the late Mr. Samuel. 

<» Yes, but the cost of tapping and conveying water from (hose springs 

would be prohibitive. 

(k) No scheme suggested by the late Mr. Samuel is l»efore Government. 
A sketch project of the w^ater-supply improvement scheme submittefl by ihe 
Kurseong Municipality has been administratively approved recently, ft is 
now for the municipal commissioners to have a detailed scheme prepared and 
submitted to Government for sanction. The scheme may then be taken up 
for execution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was decided at the last meeting that answer to 
question No. 156 would be given today by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahmlur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOfAIN: 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister will be here presently; so the question may be 
held over for the present. 
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Mr. raitlDCNTl Can you not answer the question yourself on his 
behalf? 

Mr. RANAillT PAL OHOUDHUflYt Sir, I do not understand why the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies does not make it a point to attend the 
Council? This is not the first time that the House is being treated in 
this way by the (ir>vernmeiit. 

Mr* PREStOEHTS Khan Bahadur Saheb, you assured me that the 
Hon’ble Minister will lx? present in the House today to answer the question. 

TIm Hoffi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOEAIN: 

Sir, the matter was communicated to him. and he sent word that he would 
attend the Council, 

Mr. ME8BAHUODIN AHMED: He said he would come today. 
Perhaps he is on the way. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: So, it shfuild be taken up on the next day. I hope 
the Hon’hle Minister will make it a point to attend on the next day. That 
is all that I can suggest. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, I have tabled a short-notice 
question and the Leader of the House wa.s good enough to say that he w’ould 
give us information regarding the Dacca riots. 

My question was: w'hether the flon’hle Minister is aware that 
disturbances of the nature of loeal riots took place at Dacca on Sunday 
last — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You need not read out tlic question 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Leader of the House told us 
that he would give us the information as soon as the (juestion wa.s received. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 am not quite sure whether Government have 
receiveil that (piestion yet; because the question was put to me only this 
morning and 1 admitted it for being answered on short-notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, the Ilon'ble the Home Minister has left for 
Dacca already. If there is u sitting on Monday, 1 hope, he will be able to 
make a statement on the position. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: So I may hope that on Monday we will 
get a statement from the Hou’ble Minister, 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: Yes. that is the exjiectation. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Sir, regarding my Bhog-n\iion question, 
the Hon’ble Leader of the House assured that he would see that the Hon 'We 
Mr. Suhrawardy is present on Monday to reply to it. 

The Hon’bla Khan Balniiur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

He will be present today, we hope. 

Mr. PREBfOlNT: If he is present heie today, you raise the question 
again at the end of today's meeting. 

Mra HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right. Sir. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hari.lo« Mozvuuilar. 

Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to ulove thut an AtblrenK Iki 
presented to IIi:i Excellency the (Joverimr oC Bengal through the Hon*ble 
the President of the Bengal I.egislative Cdwm'il re<jue*^tiug His Excellency 
to urge upon the (Toveninieut of India to allow during the peri<»d of war 
the manufacture of salt even in indigenous methods in cottages in any 
quantity in any purl <»f Bengal to he transported and sold anywhere within 
the province to meet the unforeseen emergent situation creatcfl by the 
extreme shortage of the supply ot poor man’s salt selling at an exorbitant 
price in the various parts <ff the provitic«*. in the intercuts of health and 
nutrition of men ;unl cattle after the ilevastating famine of 1f)4d. 

Sir, the motion speaks lor itself. It is a great misfortune that a prime 
necessity of life like salt cannot he had at a price within easy roach of the 
poor people of this <‘ountry. A worse coudemnation of the British rule in 
this (“ountry cannot he eoiKeived. India which has got a far-rea«‘hing aiul 
far-flung sea-coast never sultered for want of salt in the past. ^ 

^ known to everybody. If not rice and milk, 

at least rice and salt : this ancient proverb in Bengal speaks volumes. The 
great Emperor Akhar vvas always anxious that the price of salt must not be 
high. It is a great anomaly that Bengal which is not an inland province 
like Bihar and the Tnited Provinces hut has a long .sea-coast has to go 
without salt simply because a sufficient numlK*r of wagons is not availahlo 
in war lime to transport this article from a long distance. This is an 
instance of ‘‘Water, water, everywhere, hut not a drop to drink*\ Mahatma 
Gandhi as a result of the MnrrW wrested for the people of this 

country the right of manufacturing salt for their own consumption near the 
sea; but the Government did not allow* any one to carry salt thus inanufn*'- 
tiired beyond a certain distance. The present motion is intended to extend 
that right of manufacturing salt as an emergemy measure for the duration 
of the war. If this prayer is granted, then people will manufacture salt 
not only for themselves hut also for sale to others in various parts of th«^ 
province. The quantify thus manufactured will increase by the sheer force 
of the law of supply and demand and also thousands of persons will find 
employment in this new avenue of eiiiploymeiit . This w*ill also lielp the 
reconstruction of rural Bengal after the famine of last year. But the 
greatest good w'ill he done hy way of cheapening the price ot salt, so that 
the poor who sold their all last year may buy as much as they reijuire 
with their Iiinite<l incomes, {salt is alsp a great ne<*essity for the cuttle 
and the recent heavy mortality among them is largely <hie to the scarcity 
of salt. As regards the Central fioverntiieiiCs dues from the salt duty in 
Bengal, the amount so <*ollected should lx* adjusted against this province s 
share of jute duty and income-tax receipts. If the Provincial Govern- 
ment make a representation to the Government on these lines, they will 
be suceeasfnl easily, I think. If w*e prune <»ur wasteful ex|x,*nditure. we 
may not feel this difference but the poor Tiiasses will he very much benefited. 
By this process, of course, I do not say that the nec^essity of impoHing s» t 
from outside the province will be removed altogether, but it will no on 
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be lessened. The requirement of military traffic may dimmish the number 
of wagons required for transporting salt by railway. When salt is being 
privately manufactured to a certain extent and since public opinion 
supports the extension of this principle, I hope Government will accept this 
proposal and act according to the need of the hour. Therefore, 1 think 
that this motion should be accepted without any dissentient voice and we 
all should send this prayer to the Central Government that the manufacture 
of salt should be allowed duty-free at least during this period of war 
emergency. Bengal which is passing through a very great crisis should 
be relieved of this difficult position. Salt is now selling at some places 
at He. 1-8 per seer. This impossible state of affairs must he put an end 
to. With these words, 1 commend iny motion to the acceptance of the 
whole House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an Address be presented to Hi*: 
KAcftllency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’hle the President of 
the Bengal Legislative {’ouneil requesting His Excellency to urge upon the 
Government of India to allow during the period of war the manufacture 
of salt even in indigenous methods in cottages in any quantity in any part 
of Bengal to he transported and sold anywhere within the province to meet 
the unforeseen emergent situation crwUed by the extreme shortage of the 
supply <»f poor man’s salt selling at an exorbitant price in the various parts 
of the province, in the interests of health and nutrition of men uiid cattle 
after the devastating famine of 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. I rise to support the motion moved by my 
Iriend Mr. Mazumdui. Anything which affects the economic coiulition of 
Bengal is of vital imp(>rtam‘e. Salt is one of the most imj)ortant articles 
for human consumption. Fiom histor\ \\v gather that Bengal was once 
famous for salt manufacture. It was self-supporting in the matter of salt. 
Its total production not tuily met its own retjuirements hut it used to send 
salt to other provi net's t)f Bt'ugal. When the East India (’om])any came 
tt) Bengal, they started faetories for tin* prtaluction of ^ult by indigenous 
methoil and used to t'xport it t(» other t'ountries. But with the advent of 
fine salt, the >all industrx of Bengal was killed. Sir, it is a matter of 
great shame that Bengal is the only jirovinee of all the proviines in India 
which luis tt» tlepend on iinpt)rteti salt fntm tUher provinces and also 
fr<im foreign land. At present, India j)rotIuce.s lA million maunds of salt. 
It has to import about o lakhs maunds of salt from foreign countries. 
Investigations were made about the possibility of the production of salt in 
Bengal. The first report was not favourable to Bengal. It was found that 
Bengal sea-water was not fit lor the production of salt. At that time no 
investigation was made in Chittagong and other sea-coast places. But very 
n^ceutly two of the experts re-examined this question and found that salt 
could he produced from Bengal sea-water very easily simply by the 
evaporation method and by boiling in earthen pots, as is done in Madras. 
As a result of that, some factories ou cottage industry basis have been 
established very recently. The Government of India allotted subsidies 
from Es. 14,000 to Rs. 18,000 for this purpose but these factories could aot 
earn these subsidies as they could not produce the required quantity of salt 
from sea-water. Now, Sir, as a result of the recent famine, Government 
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baihb come forward to establish some warehouses iu Tamluk aud other places 
in the Midnapore district and there is a proposal to exttuul the same faoi- 
litiee also to other districts. So, it is the duty of the Government of 
Bengal to press this matter with the Government of India and allow all 
possible facilities for production of salt. I find that the sum allotted in 
the budget is very small for the encouragement of salt production in Bengal. 
It is the duty of the Government of India to help the (ioverinneiit of 
Bengal in this mutter. 

Sir, this resolution ver> modestly states that manufacture of salt should 
be allowed in places not covered by the Irwin-Gundhi Pact. Accortling to 
the terms ot the I rwin-tiandh i l*a<‘t, production of salt is alhnved onl\ on the 
sea-shore areas b\ the villagers f<»r their own consumption ami for sale 
within the area. Salt thus produced cannot he sohl iu any other place. 
By this motion a prayer is being sent to the Government of India to allow 
production ol ''ult throughiml Bengal and selling of the salt thus produced 
throughout Bengal. I think this is a very modest i)rayer. My appeal to 
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Commerce and Industries llepart- 
uieni would be to see that this industry is revived iu Bengal, so that 
Bengal may get buck to her former position so far as the supply of salt is 
concerned. There is another very cogent reason why this industry should 
be revived, aud that is that it would provide employment for a large number 
of persons. It would give extra work to the cultivating class during their 
leisure hours and give them an opportunity to earn extra money. BengaPs 
c ultivators living <m the sea-sliore area.s know' very well the simple process 
of preparing salt. In this connection, 1 may make one suggestion aud 
that is with regard to the supply of «*heap fuel to the salt manufacturers. 
There was a j)rop()sul that forest fuel from the reserved forests should be 
solil to the villagers who would prepare salt. I appeal to the Him’ble 
Minister in charge of tlie Forest Department tc) consider this aspect of 
the question. Salt can also be mauufaetured by evaporation; but that is 
costly and salt so niauufaeture<l could not compete with the foreign salt. 

With these few' words. Sir, 1 support the motion. 

The Hofi’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, while I do not oppose 
the motion, 1 submit that it is absolutely unnecessary. This motion should 
ii(»t have been brcnight iu here in this manner. I submit, Sir, that there is 
a lot ot eontusion as far as this problem is eoncerned. It lias been suggeat- 
•ed that the Government of Iiulia should he upproaehed to abolish the salt 
excise duty, because this abolition would help to increase the manufacture 
of salt in the province. I beg to submit. Sir. that the one question is not 
dependent on the other. As fur as the salt excise duty is conceriiml, it is 
•only Rs. 1-9 per maund. Ac<*ordiug to the present arrangement *th the 
Government of Bengal, permission has been given for the manufacture of 
salt on cottage industry basis without any i)rovided the salt so 

manufactured is brought to the Government w*arehouse where the salt 
excise duty is to be levied. Therefore, so far as the productiori and 
manufacture of salt is concerned, it has no direct connection w ith the levy 
of the salt excise duty, as has been pointeii out by the mover of the resolu- 
tion himself. As I have indicated, people can easily pay the salt exctMo 
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duty and manufacture salt. So far as the Government of Bengal is con- 
<erned. Sir, we have taken steps to encourage the manufacture of salt. 
We have already established 7 warehouses throughout the coastal area — 5 
in Midnapore and 2 in the 24-Pargana8; and recently we have established 
4 warehouses in ('hittagong where the result appears to be very encourag- 
ing. In 2 months about 14»f)00 mauuds of salt have been deposited there. 
The arrangement is that any person who brings the salt there is paid the 
price: the fixed minimum price being Es. 2. I want to emphasise the 
fact that Its. 2 is the minimum and not the maximum. Then, the person 
who is in charge of the warehouse exports the sali to various parts of the 
district and the province, and before allowing the salt to go out of the 
w'arehouse the salt excise duty, payable to the Government of India, aa 
w’ell as a small charge for the cost of the warehouse is deducted. I hope 
four more w^arehouses will he established during the next session. Speaking 
about the manufacture of salt through factory on another wcasion — I am 
not sure whether it is in this House or in another place — T explained that 
1 am in full agreement with the suggestion that we ought to try and 
establish salt factories 

We are anxious to do everything possible to encourage the establishment 
of such factories. A\’e want to help those private ('ompanies which are 
already in existence with expert advijce so that the manufacture of salt in 
these places may he (‘arried out on e(unmereial basis. The Ilirector of 
Industries submitted a scheme five or ^ix years ago to establish a model salt 
• factory under the supervision of an expert. This would have encouraged 
other people to set up similar factories in other parts of Bengal. But 
unfortunately, tlie then (jovernment did not consider that it was proper to 
go on w'ith the scheme, and so it was l(‘ft without any aedion. 1 am not 
disclosing any confidential matter when 1 say fhut 1 have already taken 
8t(‘ps to implement that sciienie an<l I hope that the (lovernment wnll he 

able to af)point an expert for setting up a moilel salt fuctorv 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: When^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Very soon. Sir, as far as 
the present scarcity and shortage of salt is eoncerued, no Government in the 
world (“an set up a factory just by waving a magic’ wand. ^r. Shrish 
Chandka CiiAKit wkrti : What about the <‘rude devic’cs?) So far as the 
crude devices are concerned, 1 have ju.st said that tiovernment have taken 
all ne(‘essury st(*ps to encourage the manufacture of salt on the cottage 
industry basis, and in pursuau(‘e of that policy we have already established 
seven warehouses. The man who brings the salt to the warehouse is paidf 
then and there after the salt excise duty is deducted. And not only that, 
that scheme is going to he extended to all the coastal areas of Bengal. I 
hope that many wareho\ises on similar lines will be set up throughout the 
coastaftireas of Bengal. (Mr. Bankim Chandra Dx'Tta : Why not make 
them duty-free':') 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Mr. Dutta, I hope you will allow the Hon’ble 
Minister to speak without iuterruption. 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. Khwa|a 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, this is a very helpful 
interjection, and I am grateful to him for this, because I was trying to 
impress upon the House that the excise duty was not really very high. 
.As far as the salt excise duty is concerned, I may say in the first place- 
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tbftt it is not the concern of the Provincial Government. In the second 
place, increased manufacture of salt is not dependent on the aliolition of the 
salt excise <lufy, because the prevailing high price of salt makes it a paying- 
concern for the poor people to mainifaeture salt on cottage industry hmm 
in spite of the salt excise duty. (Some h4Maourable memb«»rs on the other 
side were shaking their heads in doubt.) Sir. it is no use shaking 
their heads. The point is this: what is the salt excise duty nowP 
It is only Re. 1-f) per inuund. and everybody is aware at what price- 
salt is selling here uovv-a-days. So far as that (juestion is coneerned, 
therefore, the salt excise duty is not a hindrance to the increased manu- 
facture of salt. I have already said that we have been thinking of appoint- 
ing an ofiicer to advine the (nn’ernment to set up model factories as well as 
laboratories where invest igation and research should be made to find «>ut 
the proper use of the b\ -products of salt, because on that depends the 
economic manufacture of salt. This is the position. Sir. and I am grateful 
to the honourable member for having given me this opportunity by moving 
this resolution to state the policy of (joverninent in r€*gttrd to this very 
imiiortant industry, flesonil this I have nothing more to say. As 1 said 
in the beginning. 1 do not oppose tlie motion. 

(Mr. Raukiiu Chandra Miikherjee rose.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 

1 am afraid 

you 

cannot 

speak 

at 

this stage. 

Mr. Mukherjeq. 

Do 

\ou want 

to exercise 

your 

right 

of reply. 

Mr. Majiimdary 








Mr. HARIDA8 

MAZUMDAR: 

Sir, I 

do not 

want 

tf» say anything 


1)\- way of rejily except on <*ne point. I have a feeling that the polic> 
outlined hv the Hon’hle Mini.ster would be practically taking away by 
another hand what is being given b\ one band. If you permit the poor 
villagers to manufacture .^ult and then ask them to go to a factory some 
dl) miles oft with their manufact ureil products and to wait there for the 
levy of excise duty, then that will practically make the whole thing a farce. 
Therefore, I suggested that the Bengal (iovernment slnmld go to the 
Central (iovernment for permission ti> manufacture salt ir«*e of duty. 
That is my point and we should see that the (.’eritral Government is 
approached ae<’ordingl>'. # 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon'bic Minister has got a second riglil ot 
reply. Does he want to e.xendse that rights 

The Hon’bte Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qm-stion before the House is: that an Addicss 
be presented to His Excellency the (iovernor ol Bengal through the Hon’hle 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council reejuestiug His Excellency 
to urge upon the (iovernment of India to allow during the period of war 
the manufacture of salt even in indigenous methods in cottages in any 
quantity in any part of Bengal to Iw? transported and sold anywhere within 
the province to meet the unforeseen emergent situation created by the 
extreme shortage of the supply of poor man’s salt selling at an exorbitant 
price in the various parts of the province, in the interests of health and 
nutrition of m«n and cattle after the devastating famine of HH3. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Mr. HUR AHMED: I beg to move that an Addrees be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon'ble the President of the 
Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to communicate to the 
Government of India the recommendation of this Council to take such imme- 
diate steps as the Government of India think proper to secure the withdrawal 
of regulations restricting the eutr\ of Indian immigrants into Kenya, 
Tanganyika and Uganda in East Africa. 

iSdr, with a heavy heart I have brought this motion before this House. 
It is said that we Indians belong to the British Commonwealth of Nations 
and that we are equal partners of that great Commonwealth. But is it true? 
What is our status in that Commonwealth? Where do we stand? We find 
that everywhere in the Commonwealth we Indians are treated as pariahs. 
The position of Indian emigrants to Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda is very 
precarious. When the war broke out in 1939-40, about 10,000 Indians 
were compelled to leave their hearths and homes. The majority of these 
men are permanent residents there and carry on business. The Admini- 
atration all on a sudden asked them either to go into the interior 
or to return to India. The ground given for this was shortage of food 
supply and house accommodation. The Indians ofl’ered to do war work but 
still Government compelled them to leave their hearths and hpmes. As a 
result of that, they had to return to India leaving their property and busi- 
n(*.sH in 1941. With the entry of Japan into the war, the 8hi})ping difficulty 
was intensified and obstacles were placed in the way of Indians returning 
to that colony. The Colonial Government apparently with the consent of 
the (lovernment of India reeei»tly promulgated some sort of regulation 
prohibiting the re-entry to these colonies of Indians who had been absent 
for a (‘ertain period. If this regulation is enforced, the result will he that 
these 10,000 men, the majority of whom are still in Imlia, will he debarred 
from going hack to the Colonies where they have their homes and 
properties. There was an agitation over this matter and tht‘ (ioverument 
of India ap]>rouehed the Government of these Colonies. As a result of 
this representation by the Government ot India, the Government of these 
•colonies replied that owing to .shortage of food supply and household 
neeomniodation on account of war emergency they had promulgated this 
regulation and that this measure would he taken away when the war is 
over. 

TImt may be so, hut what will be the fate of those Indians who have 
their homes and properties and business there? They will suffer serious 
losses if they are debarred from going hack to their land of adoption. They 
have now become permanent residents of those places. They have nothing 
to fall back upon in India except perhaps some relations. If this regula- 
tion is strictly enforced, those who are now in India would be for ever 
debarred from going there. For this reason, I have brought this simple 
motion to draw^ the attention of the Government of India with a view to 
eecure redress of these grievances. I hope honourable members will accept 
my motion. It is a matter of regret that we are treated in this way every- 
where, not to speak of this Crown Colony which is directly administered 
hy His Majesty’s Government, The reason advanced for not allowing the 
Indians to go and settle there is that there is no accommodation. But before 
^his the Indians used to live there. What hcis become of those houses? 



im.] 


COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES. 


S47 


Thit is merely a subterfuge to restrict tke Indians from going there. These 
Indians have added to the prosperity of Colony and naturally they have a 
right to be there. 

With these few wonls, I oommend my motion to the aoreptanee of the 
House. 

Mf« PRESIDENT* Motion. moved : That an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to communicate 
to the Government of India the recommendation of tlie Council to take sut'h 
immediate steps as the Government of India think proper to secure the 
withdrawal of regulations restricting the entry of Indian immigrants into 
Kenya, Tanganyika and T’^ganda in East Africa, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sir. 1 have great pleasure 
in supporting the motion that has been brought by Mr. Nur Ahmed on the 
subject of removing the restrictions regarding the entry of Indian immigrants 
into Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda in East Africa. At the present time 
when the Indian soldiers are fighting side by side witli ihe Allied soldiers 
and we are getting reports that the Indian soldiers are fighting to their 
credit, it verv painful to learn that these restrictions should be placed 
upon the Indian ininiigrants in other parts of the Empire or in East Africa. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, when the Pegging Act was passed, we found in 
the pajx'rs notification of tlie Pegging Act in South Africa side by side 
with the rej>orts about the achievement of the Indian Army in driving away 
the enemy from North Africa. It w'us very painful and we got a resolution 
carried in this House that the Pegging Act should be immediately repealed. 
We are grateful to the present Viceroy for having tukeii stt‘ps in that 
direction as the result of which an assurance has h(*en obtained that thi* 
Pegging Act will not be enfor<‘ed against the Indians. 

With these few words, I sup])ort the motion that has been moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir. as Indians we cannot but have full sympathy with this motion. But, 
Sir, it is a purely Central subje<*t and the Provincial G(»vernment have not 
the final say in the matU'r. So, in accordance \vith the usual practice in 
such cases, the Government w'ill forw'ard the proceedings of the House to the 
proper authorities for necessary action. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Does the honourable meml)er want to exercise his 
right of reply 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question before the House is that an Address be 
presented to His Excellency' the Governor of Bengal through the lion ble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council reciuesting His i:xcellency 
to communicate to the Government of India the recommendation of this 
Council to take such immediate stops as the Government of India think 
proper to secure the withdrawal of regulations restricting the entry of 
Indian immigrants into Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda in East Africa. 

(The question was agreed to). 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the ag-enda is non-official reso« 
lutionfl. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. during the iant nension 
this Houhc paHsed a resolution to the effect that the Government of India 
be requested that the Hindu Intestat-e Succession Bill which was pending* in 
the Central Tjcgislature should he postponed till after the war. I would 
like to know under Rule 95 of the Council Procedure Rules what action 
has been taken with regard to the renolution that was i)assed. I may read 
the Rule which stands thus: 

“(1) A copy of every resolution which has been passed by the Council 
shall Ik* forwarded to (iovernment. 

(2) The Minister-in-charge will place lK*fore the Council in the next 
session what action on the resolution passed by the Council during 
tlie previous session has l)een taken by Government.’^ 

Now, I would like the Tieader of the House to intorm us what action has 
been taken on the resolution with regard to the Hindu Intestate Succession 

Bill. 

The Hon*lile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

T will make an enqiiiry from the office and then report to the House what 
action has been taken, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The re.solution which had been moved by Rai 
Baha<lur Keshab (Mjandra Banerjee but which was not disposed of is under 
tliscussiou. It relates to the (-am])bel1 Medical Scliool strike. Here I 
would just like to jueution that this res»)luti(»n was under discussion but 
was postponed, 'riiis uas contrary to the rules ami this should not be 
takeij as a prece<b‘nt. 

Would (he Hon ’hie Minister like to reply!"' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: I am 

sorry 1 was not present in the House when (his resolution regarding the 
Campbell Medical School strike was discussed on the last occasion. The 
mover’s main object was to have an eiupiiry into the causes of the strike 
with a view to juevent the recurreiiee of such strikes in future. This 
resolution had engaged my attention, and 1 have given it very careful 
consideration. 1 would have agreed to an enquiry if it would have served 
any useful purp(»se. 

A press note was issued when the strike commenred. The real reason 
why there was this strike eonsist<»d in the fact that the Teacher of Materia 
Medica at the Campbell Medical School had been transferred from Calcutta. 
The teacher himself went to the Secretariat and wanted to have the 
transfer cancelled. He was transferred for immediate and urgent admini- 
strative necessity to Midnapore. His transfer could not materially aft'eet 
the teacliing or the results of the students either in the final examination 
or in any other examination. Doetoi*s themselves have reported to me that 
Materia Medica is a suhjet't taught to be forgotten later on. So hid 
presence at the Institution was not absolutely necessary. Besides, as I 
liave said, his transfer was made on account of urgent administrative reasons. 
He was not willing to go there and at first he tried to see the officers of my 
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d<»{>ttrttnent in the Secretariat in my absience. After the order of transfer 
was communicated to him, some students came and saw me. No other 
grierance was referred to by them excej>ting that the Teacher of Materia 
Medica was a very good teacher. Tlie Superintendent of the Institution 
reported that his popularity with the students was due mainly to the fact 
that he was very liberal in grunting marks. This Superinteiulent was a 
reputed surgeon who also was very popular at the (’ampheli St hool. having 
been there for \ears. He was so very pojuilar that even if he sla}»ped 

his juniors, they would not take offence; he hud very goo<l reputation as 
a surgeon among his ctdleagues and he was generally loved. Kven in these 
dem(»cratic days there are people who put up with these things. 1 can 
recall iny old days at the l*re*<idcney (^tdlcge, where even if Nome ]>roft*ssors 
went wrong, the students would still speak well of them. 1 might re<‘ull 
to mind the name of Mr. Pen-ivul in this eonnection. Then‘ufter. some 
students came to me and asked me earnestly not to transfer the said teacher. 
I said to them, if they complained about improved teaching staff*, then I 
shall certainly look to it; but if they insi.st that a particular teacher should 
not be transferreil ami his transfer should be eiin<‘elled, I could not listen 
to them. His transfer was necessitated for urgent administrative reasons. 
I could not tolerate the jiosition that the students should intervene in a 
matter like this and tiiat the tea< her should take the help of the students 
to achieve his object. Two or three aft(‘r. the students held a meeting 

of their Ihiion and there they set the liull of strike rolling and sent in a 
representation couched in ver\ impertinent language, bolstering up some 
of the grievances which had been already «‘n(|uired into by the Surgeon- 
General. The Surgcon-tienerul asked them to see him and he said to them 
that if tliey had an\ grievames the.\ would he considered if their petition 
wt‘re eoiiehe<i in [iroper language. In spite of th<* assuram i* ot the Surgom- 
(Tcneral the.\ went on strike, 'riiey had recanted their old grit‘vane«‘s, i.e., 
inefficient teaching, want ot hostel ueeominodut ion and projau* air-raid 
precaution — these are all (dd grievances. Hut this time the old gri<»vances 
were bolstered up uml they adopted coercive measures by trying to fon‘e 
the Government to cancel the order of transfer of the teacher of Materia 
Medicu. Well, I do not think ans useful purpose will be served by the 
appointment of a committee of emjuirv. It will he of no helj> in preventing 
recurrence of these strikes, (’ommitiees of euqiiirv in other fields were 
appointed in the past with iio gooil result. They ilid not prevent recurrence 
of strikes. I quite realise that siudeiit.s are students, but these strike.s are 
engineered by outsiders whf» show undue sympathy with the student.s. In 
19^58 also the students* strike was engineered, an reported to me. So 
every time a third party interfered ami Government yiebled and this 
has encouraged and emboldened the students to go on strike so fre<[iientl> 
and without sufficient reason. 1 personally went into their grievances later 
on and have tried to improve their teaching staff'. But it is indeed very had 
for students to disobey their teachers. Discipline is one of the most 
important factors in an educational institution and the more so in the case 
of medical institutions. Every student should observe discipline for his 
success. For all these reasons, I warned them and told them that if the> 
went back to their school their grievances would l>e looked into; and if 
there were genuine grievances, they will certainly be removed. But they 



m 


NON-OFFICIAI^ EESOLUTION8. 


tl9TH Mat, 


inu»t first give up the strike. Now, Sir, strike on the part of students im an 
educational institution is very bad. Here, there is no question of dispute or 
exploitation as between an employer and employees, as in the case of labour 
or other industrial concerns. I can quite understand a labour strike, I can 
quite understand an industrial strike, because there we find the question 
of exploitation and the question of profit and loss. But it cannot bear any 
analogy in the case of educational institutions. In the case of educational 
institutions, (ioverninent do not get any profit except that the students, 
when they pass out, will become useful citizens. So. there is no monetary 
gain on the part of Government. 

If there is want of discipline and the students are allowed to disobey 
their Superinternlent and their teachers, the effect will he very bad. The 
(jause of the strike of 1942 was alleged to be due to air-raid difficulties. The 
students wanted to postpone the examination and the examination was post- 
poned. Then they came again with another demand that those who failed 
at the examination should be allowed to pass under rule 44. But the 
Superintendent could not relax this rule and as the request was not complied 
with the students went on strike. All the strikes from 19‘18 to 1942 were 
mostly due to some such reasons. There should he no illusion as to the fact 
that if the students go on strike, their grievances, however genuine they 
might 1 m‘, would not be considered. They should be disillusioned by their 
guardians or by the public that their strikes would not be supported by them. 
If they have any real grievance, the students or guardians will represent 
to the authorities and then to Government. My humble submission to this 
House through you, Sir, is that if we want to put a stop to this sort of 
strike, we nuist not allo\v the students to disobey their teachers. If we allow 
them t<j diHolH‘y their teachers, there will be repetition of strikes. You will 
be surprised to hear, Sir, that one* of their grievances was regarding the 
transfer of staff. Now, timt teaeUer was transferred from the s(‘bool at bis ow^n 
instance, viz., (Ui account of the death of liis only son. As a result of 
tills the students went on strike. Then there was another grievance regard- 
ing the deterioration of the teaching of surgery. But that is not the case. 
There is one surgeon and one honorary surgeon. So there can be no 
question ()f deterioration. T.M.S. men have been replaced by non-I.M.S. 
teachers. There is no complaint on that account. If the students behave 
unreasonably, that will hamper the administration of the school and that 
will do no good to tlicm also. If we want to avoid a recurrence of strikes 
in Giture, my jirayer is that the students should be made to behave as 
students, they should be obedient to their teachers and authorities. 

vSir, I am forced or rather constrained to oppose tliis resolution. I may 
mention here also another thing and that is w’ith regard to grievances 
regarding the nurses. There was one strike regarding the conduct of the 
Lady Superintendent of that School. I admit that this nurse was somewhat 
of a tactle.ss nature and over-bearing, as reported to me. However, we 
have taken up that question and we shall see that proper steps are taken 
in the matter. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURYs May I have your 
permission to make a statement explaining the circumstances under wbich 
this resolution had to be postponed on the 24th March last? 
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Mr. FIIESIDENTI Tea, please do. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: The remdutiou 
moTed by Rai Bahadur Keahab Chandra Banerjee was discussed at g^reat 
length and towards the close of the discussion it was found that the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Medical and Public Health Department was absent. 
On enquiry it was found that nobody on behalf of Government was prepared 
to make any statement meeting all the points raised in the course of the 
discussion of this resolution. Then, after some <liscussion it was unanimous- 
ly decided by the House that consideration of this resolution should be 
postponed so that the House might have the benefit of hearing the Govern- 
ment point ot view from the Hon'ble Minister when he speaks meet the 
points raised. It was out of respect for the unanimous desire of the Ffouae 
that this resolution was postponed. Now, may 1 have a ruling from the 
Chair as to what should he the correct procedure if such circuiustancea 
arise in future 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It It is the unanimous desire of the House to take 
a particular course ot action on a particular occasion, nothing can prevent 
the wishes of the House being fulfilled, but I think that this should not 
be taken as a precedent for future guidance, because if Government are not 
prepared or the Ministers are not pleased t<» reply to the debates, Govern- 
ment case should go in default, and the House should take its decision 
without listening to the Government point of view. That would be the 
correct procedure. 

Mr. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 would like to put some 
question ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am already on mv legs. You are a new member 
and, of course, you have got a privilege. But 1 reriuest you not to presa 
your point. It is not the practice to put (juestions when a motion is being 
put by the ('hair. 

Mr. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is: that this Council 
is ot opinion that a committee consisting of officials and non-officials be 
appointed to enquire into the causes of the rt'cent strike by the students 
of the Campbell Medical School, Calcutta, and to make recommendations 
with a view to the prevention of its recurrence in future. 

(The resolution was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHiAeD: As regards my resolution, it was formally moved 
and then it was postponed for giving opportunity to some of the honourable 
members who wanted to speak on that day. As far as I remember, Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Momin expressed a desire to speak on this resolution, and 
in order to give him an opportunity it was postponed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you propose to continue your speech on this 
motion, Khan Bahadur Sahib? 

Khsii Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: 1 do not propose to say anything after 
what we have heard just now; but may I have your permission to venti/ate 
a matter which appears to me to be a real point of grievanrie? Under the 
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rule* it seema to me — I certainly do not challenge the roles — ^bot it seems 
to me that once a Government member has replied or spoken on a resolution 

or a motion, no other member has got a right to speak. Whatever be the 

reason for which this rule has been framed, I felt the inconvenience very 
strongly when the Commerce Minister was speaking about salt. Before 
I heard the sj)eech of the mover, my ideas were not very well clarified; 
but after 1 heard the Hon’ble Minist<»r’s speech I felt that there were lots 
of objections to what he said; but, of <*ourse, my mouth was shut. Simi- 
larly, perhaps many members felt likewise and perhaps they too would 

have likc<l me wishe*! to have certain points cleared up; but by reason of 
the rules they (^ould not get any further light on the subject. Therefore, 
I say that members of this House should have some right to speak not 
generally but after the Government member has spoken and brought in 
any new facts to ask him to clarify certain points. After the Hon’ble 
Minister had spoken about the manufacture of salt, I felt very much 
depressed. At first I thought that Government had done a lot and were 
going to do a lot but 1 found that Government like the Rishif( of old 
meditated and meditated and therefore I was going ask him further 
questions hut 1 was debarred. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khun Bahadur, have you risen on a point of 
order? 

Khan Bahadur Mi Ai MOM IN: Not exactly on a point of order, but 
I want your guidance a.s to whether it was possible in future to make a 
change in the rules so that members of this House might speak after a 
Government member 

Mr# PRESIDENT: So 1 take it that it is a point of order. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: It may be taken as that. As regards 
this (juestion of sugar. I think I would leave it at that. I shall not say 
anything on it today. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: in this connection, in 
support of what the Khan Bahadur has just now stated, and just to 
enlighten the House 1 may say that during the regime of the previous 
President, on several occasions he had allowed members of the House to 
speak or raise questions by way of clarification after the Minister in charge 
of the Department had given his reply. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: There is nothing in the 
rules. Sir, in supjxirt of this procedure. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point, Mr, Mtikherjee? Are you 
speaking on this point of order? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Yes Sir. 1 t-oo was going 
to seek some information on the new points which the Minister bad 
brought forward by way of opposition to the resolution ; but as a matter 
of fact, I felt simply astonished when I was told that I could not speak 
after the Hon’ble Minister had spoken, and was ruled out of order. 
Therefore. I support the point of order raised by the Khan Bahadur and 
aay that after Government have given their views on a resolution, if new 
matters have been introduced by them, then members of the House should 
be given an opportunity to seek further information. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: N ew matters introduced by wboui ? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER4EE: By tbe U overiiinent. 
me Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIHl 


Sir, hitherto the practice has been to allow those members only to speak 
after the (lovernment’s reply, who have mevecl resolutions, and not any 
other member. The mover as well as the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment have both a second right of reply. But no other member of the 
House is allowed to speak after the Minister has spoken. Otherwise, there 
will be no end to tin* matter and the di.scussion will go on ad-in fiuttutn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: J would like to enlighten the House regarding the 
point just now raised by Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin. Th<*re is notliing 
in our rules to jireveiit other members from speaking aftt*r the Minister's 
reply. The Chair i an always permit other members to speak. But there 
is such a thing a.s tinalitv in a debate. The mover of a motion and the 
Hon’ble Mini.Nter are tiie t\u) main parties in the debate. When Govern- 
ment havt‘ replied, if oilier membi'rs are allowed to speak the\ may bring in 
aew jioiiits wliieh (roveinment will not ht‘ in a position to rejili to because 
Liovmnmeiit will not ha\e an\ right of ri*ply again. So it is only tair 
that the Mini^tir in ehaige .should lia\e tlie last ^a\ . d'lie mover of a 
motion i^ the only iiei'^oii v\ho i‘an >peak twiei* on a motion. If lie raises 
any new point, tlien the Mini'^ter in ehaigi* <d the 1 )»‘inirt nu*nt has a second 
right of rejily. It ha^ been tin* invariablt* praetne tlial after the Minist(*r 
:•lo^es the debatt*, nom* id^e hut the mover of tiie motion allowed to speak 
if he so doli’es. I ha\e been associated with the Cegi'-lal lire ior the last 
[quarter oi a ei*ntur\ and that lias liyen m> e.\ pei lenee- — 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The old ideas are < lianging. 
We have seen that evtoi the ruIing.^ of tlo' Cr<*'vident ami Speakers tire 
being dtdiated ioi liouis now a da\^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, what pariienhu 

iiiiportanee is attached 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, in llie othm- House ojijior- 
tunities are 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think 1 should allow disc-ussion regarding 
what takes place in tlie other House. We should f(dh»\v our own jirece- 
[leiits. In tlie special eireu instances of the i-a-e, if it is brought to the 
Qutiee of the ('liair that a partieiilui member wants information from tho 
broverumeiit membiT, the Chair may consider the point; hut the usual 
practice of not allowing other members to .speak after (iovernment have 
replied should be adhered to as tar a.s pos.sible. 


Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, in the Central Asscmhly Hometimes 
[iovernment member in charge does not .speak but some other members 
>f Government speak and there is further discussion and after that the 
Minister in c harge w inds up the debate. - But there is much relaxation 
>f rules there. Since then tlie rules might have changed. But certainly 
this practice will lead to poorer debate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ruJes have not changed: they are exactly what 
used to be. But here also more than one Government member can 
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speak. Suppose, some Parliamentary Seeretary joins in the debate and 
then it is wound up by the Minister-in-charge, that will enable other 
members to speak after the line of Government reply is indicated. It is 
certainly most convenient to allow' the Minister to have the last say in 
the matter and that priiuuple should be adhered to as far as possible. But 
as I have said, in specdal circurastaiices, if a particular member feels any 
dilficulty regarding a jmrticular point, he may mention the point to the 
Chair and the Chair will decide whether the honourable member should 
be allowed to raise the point at that stage or not. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I would 
like to add a few words to what has already been said by Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
the mover, on the motion which is ikjw' before tlie House. As far as I 
remember, Mr. Nur Ahmed gave a very learned discourse in this House 
regarding the histfiry of the development of the sugar industry. It is a 
fact, »Sir, that sugar iiiduslrv is more our owm than it is of any other 
province; hut unfortunatidy the growth of this industry in this i)rovince 
has been so organised that it is no longer rtuilly the industry of Bengal. 
I'lnu'e are alaoit SO niilis in the Cnited Provim-es and ahcnit 07 in Bihar as 
against 10 in Bengal. From tiie j)oint ol vit*w of economic* ri'percus>ion 
of this j)osilion, wc* all know* tliat sugar is now a protected industry. I 
understand a tax of Hs. 5 j>er maund is levied on sugar to keep this 
industry alive in India against the Java and Mauritius sugar, Bengal's 
consumption of sugar is nearly 50 lakhs of maunds and on the basis of 
Its. 5 per maund, it comes to about Us, ‘.ioO lakhs a year. 'J’his is Bengal’s 
contribution to the sugar industry. Then* is also a sugar cess. So, 
Bengal has to pay about Rs. 0 crorc's to this industry and this sum goes 
to the Ignited l‘rovinc«*s and Bihar. iNow', the* Fnited l*rovinces and 
Bihar have become so ])owerf\il in this organisation that they are praedi- 
cally dictating the sugar pcdicy c>t the* (lovernment of India, (’ultivation 
of sugarcane* is rc‘all\ a ]Uohleni with which the* dilVerent re'^earch institu- 
tions are engaged. Iteally first c'las.s researc'h institutions in the* c*ountry 
are to he found in the United Provinc*es and Bihar . These institutions are 
very essential for the* develoj»ment of the sugar industry in those two 
provinces. At one* of the confc'reiices in which 1 was present, it W'as 
seriously argued that no further sugar fac tory sliould be allowed to grow 
because there is already a glut of sugar in the eountry. India was pro- 
ducing more than was required for her consumption with result that the 
United Provinces and Bihar were not getting the same profit as they used 
to get. So they wanted to pa>s resolution that the Government of India 
should stop the establishment of any further sugar factory. I had to oppose 
the resolution toedh and nail. Other provinces were overw'helmed by the 
arguments given by the representatives of Bihar and the United Provinces. 
They thought the resolution to be a most reasonable proposition, but I had 
to say, as I have said today, that we were effectively contributing to this 
sugar industry by taxing our own people to the extent of Rs. 3 crores 
and therefore this industry should not be alhwed to remain as the mono- 
poly of these two proviuees. The Imperial Council of Agriculture spends 
nearly Rs. 9 lakhs to Rs. 13 lakhs towards the improvement and research 
on sugar and also looks into the problem that is special to Bengal. And 
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what are the special problems of Bengal which are not the problems of 
the United Provinces and Bihar? You know. Sir, that the problem of the 
United Provinces and l^ihar are distinct and different and minor as com- 
pared w'ith the problem of Bengal. Bengal cannot develt>p this industry 
on account of its gei>gr.ipliical posit i<ni and climatic <‘ondition. The period 
of maturity of siiganane is not the same, in Beiigal as in the United 
Provinces and Bihar. In fact, the crushing season is the shortest here, 
namely, three month> and in the Tnited Pro\inces it is the longest after 
Mysore. 

Tn fact, the T'nitcd Provimes’ (rushing seas(»n extends (»ver six months 
and to that extent the rnitt'd IV<»\inces sugar mills have the advantage 
of .so ordering and regulating their crnsliing that thi' maximuTii piauliiction 
is alv\a\s available from tlo' mills But Bengul’s positi ai is diffVrent in 
thi.s respect. Here, tin* quantitie> id >^ugarcanc which arc produced are 
dumped and rusht*(l into the mills for being cni.sh»‘d within a short space 
of three moiitlis only, 'riierelorc, our prtdilem is how and whether it is 

possible to grow a jKuticular kind <d '.ugarcaiu' whiih shall matiiia* in the 

wet stsison. This is a ])roh]em which has ne\cr been invest igatt‘d upon 
and on which tliiuc has h(*cn no r«‘.so;U'(di . 'I'hc naison is (hat the jirohlem of 
sugar indu.sti\\, as I said h('fort‘. lias hiauj all along tin* ]>rohh‘m of thf' 

United IVovim-cs and Biliar. 'rinu'ctoie, first *oi all, Bengal should have 
more research institutions, and my advice t(» the (lovcrnmcnt is to givc( 
enough suhsid\ to tin* sugarcniic-grow ers and sugar mill-owners, ddie 
(jovernment of Bengal have .said that the\ ha\t' boldly gone in for 

ein'ouraging not onl\ the sugar indusir\ its«dl hut have als(» (‘uormously 

IicIjxmI the .sugar<‘ane cultivatois h\ giving a subsidy ot Us. Hi lakhs to 

facilitate tlieir growth at an economic <'os(. 1 submit. Sir, that tlH*rc is 
a fun<lainental ilisput(‘ o\ei this problem as to wheth(‘r this assistanc(‘ is 
rtuilly to the eajiitalists who are oiganising the sugaicane industry or to 
the sugaicane-gr<*w lU's. But I am lud going into it at this stag(‘, nor sliall 
1 try to siiow that it is rtuilly htdping (lie v(*st(Ml interests whendiy th<! mill- 
owners have really benefited in th(‘^ name of tin* growers. \\ liat i.s the 
position in Bengal today? Bengal sugar industr> itsidt is still in llu* 
hands entirely of foreigners, and an\ e\teiisnui on tlo^se lini'S is only b> 
extent the privil(*gt‘ to these fondgn vested interests which aie stiuidily 
estahlisiiing (heir strangle-hoJd on Bengal, 

This thing, 1 submit, siiould not be allowed to go on in a Province 
like Bengal. Tiie sugar industry should be an industry of th(^ growaTH. 
So my suhmisvsion to the House and my adviee to the (iovernmeiit will be 
that ill order to make it really a growers' industry (jovernment should 
ronie forward with financial and technical assistance. They should also 
C'ome forward with a proposal that tliey shall organise the sugar inillH 

m stable foundations by contributing up to the extent of oB per cent, of 

the total capital, the remaining jier vvnt. being paid up by the growers. 
The consumers’ interests in these concerns will also be protected. 
Grovernmeiit will fix the maximum profit and thereby prob*ct the 
con.suniers. How' long can you exploit the consumers for the benefit of 
the capitalist niill-owmers? 

I submit that this indu.stry can be made a real national industry and 
Government could effectively intervene to develop it on those Jines. 
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Aft for the protertion of the ioterefsts of the (‘onsumers, they must also 
get relief in the way of Governnient benefiting by large percentages of 
profits and the const^quent increase in the general revenues of the province, 
till ultimately the price* of sugar is reduced to the same level at which 
the sugar of Java is dumped on the province of Bengal. Therefore, it is 
essential that there should be a re-orientation in the policy of (lovernment 
regarding the sugar industry. This sort of tinkering with this problem 
is not really one which would be helpful to the development and establish- 
ment of a real sugar industry in this ]»rovince. 1 am personally wholly 
opposed to the manner in whij-h the sugar industry is growing in Bengal, 
namely, by foreign capitalists establishing their organisations and 
exploiting both the growers and the consumers alike. I support Mr, Nur 
Ahmed’s resolution with these words. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I have great pleasure in 
supporting the re.solution moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding the sugar 
industry, namely, that the Government of Bengal should be urge«l upon 
to adopt all feasible measures to en('(uirag<* and lielj) the sugar industry, 
both in cottages and in small factories in Bengal. I do not think there 
are two opinion.s that it should be the duty of the Goveriiment to lielp the 
develoj)ment of the sug^ar in<lustr\ for the benefit of the growers as well 
as of ilie consumers. 1 need not rep(‘at the facts that hav(* been br(»ugbt 
to light by the honourable mover and thf* ]>revious speaker. I w’ould only 
like to say a few' W’onis on tin* l<*(‘hnical side of the (piestion. As a matter 
of fact, ev(*ry out* is aware that Bengal lias faki'ii to jiroducing sugar- 
cane; but sugar-cane cultivation can be developed and incr(‘ased to a 
very large extt'iit only if tiovernnu‘nf came foiward to h(*l]) tlu* growt‘rs 
of sugar-cam*. ^I’lierc* is om* other thing wdiiidi should lu* con^iilered along 
W'ith tliis. We all know that (‘ultivators manufacture //nr din'ctly from 
sugar. We, ther(*forc, w'unt that Goveriimeut should immediiitcly start 
research stations for the purpose of h(‘lping tliose villagers who are convert- 
ing sugar-cane into gj/r— souie process and machinery h\ whicli they can 
convert before is inaniifaetunnl. I think that if tin* technical side of 
this business is c<)nsi(b‘red, and if (loveniment introduce or bring into being 
research stations, then f/?/r can he manufactured at vei> little cost wdth 
Government’s hel]). It is not possible for any individual grow'er or for 
individual efforts to have this organised for the whole of Bengal. If the 
Government undertake to build research stations on these lines for the 
purpose of imiuufueturing sugar directly from the sugar-cane juice by small 
cottage industry methods, then the grower will be helped and the eonsurner.s 
also will have their gur in sufficient ijuantities, .so that it will be possible 
to make Bengal self-sufficient, so far us both sugar and gur are concerned. 
We need not depend upon the United Provinces or Bihar for the purpose. 
As a matter of fact, this is a very opportune moment for the (xovernment 
of Bengal to take recourse to these re.seareh methods. We are now 
in the midst of a war and transport difficulties are increasing every day 
making it difficult for sugar ami gur to be brought to the people of Bengal 
from the other provinces. I think, therefore, that if the Government of 
Bengal immediately take steps for the purpose of providing measures to 
convert sugar direct!}" from the sugar-cane juice, it wdU amply benefit both 
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ihe grower and the consumer. In this view, I support the motion of my 
friend Mr. Xur Ahmed. 

The Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have already 
explained tht- position and no new points have been raised. Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Uhowdlmry has repeated the argiiment-of the hononrahle mover of the 
motion and Mr. Mukljerji ha.s done the same thing. Then‘ft>re, 1 have 
nothing furttier to a<ld. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is that llii.s (\mncil 
IS of opinion that the (roverninent of Itengal b«* urged ujion to adopt all 
feasible measures t(» encourage and help the .sugar imlustrv, both in cottages 
and in small fa(‘torii*s, in Hengal. 

(The resolution was agreed tf».) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I beg to mov(‘ that this Council is 4»f 
* opinion that tlie (iovenmituit of Bengal shouhl s(*t apart a sum of fifty 
lakhs of ru])et‘.s tliis M*;ir for the a<lvancement of education of tln' Scdieduled 
('astc Hindus of the province. 

Sir, of all communities in Bengal sch<‘<lu)ed castes with tlie exception 
of aboriginal tribes art' the most backward. 'Die ratio of lit(*raU's in resp(*ct 
of all communities is Itl rceiit., oi Hindus ‘.2*...*, Moslems Ki. ('hristians 4d, 
tribes d and otlicrs 2d. 

ScImmIuIciI ('ast(‘s are not shown separately; hnt if that is <lon(*, it. wdll 
give an nnsatisfactorx figure It is eomiiion knnwle<lge that they are 
inf(‘rior to tin* Moslems in llii.s respt*ct. d'he last lensus shows tluit the 
total poj)!! 1 a t i(»ii of S<‘htMluled castes is 7.d7Sd)7() so that in ]M>iut. of 
magnitude tln'V form a maimed limb of the body pcditii'. ! may t>oint out 
jiarentht'tieall \ tliat the tribes whose num<*riea] strength is 1 .<SSJhd8h have 
been totallv neglected. Tlieir int»*rests go uniepi es<‘nted in all matt(‘rs. 
A very st‘rioiis effort should ht‘ nia(h“ to spread ed mat ion among them. 
Reverting to Scheduled castes 1 should point out that the sum of dO lakhs 
is (juite inadeejuate for the purpose and I only hope that when normal 
conditions are restored, larger sum.s will h<* allott<*d for the ]>urpose. I 
need hardl.v describe the advantages of education in this wide-awake W'orld. 
Expenses of (lovernment amounting to huge sums annually are altogcdher 
wasted on mi-oiint of mass illiteracv. For examph-, in regard to (he jut«* 
restriction selieme placards ht*autifully juinted at considerahh* expendi- 
ture are post<*d in rural areas hut are meant for people* who have no 
of literacy to s(*e. Health hullt‘tins, prin(«‘d instructions regarding crops 
and treatment of cattle eli.seases produce no effect on those for whoin they 
are meant. The total amount thus wasted on men and nmterials will come 
to a formidable figure. If tliere be any two communiti<*M here which an* 
composed almost entirely of toiling masses attached to land, they are 
certainly the Scheduled castes and tribes. These arc* the* real creators of 
the wealth of the nation while our hhad rnloffs, both Hindu and Muham- 
madan — and the number of Muhammadan nthtf/s is increasing fiy 

leaps and bound.s — are flocking in a large number to cities. So l)\’ all 
canons of fairness and equity Scheduled castes merit special (tofisideration . 

To attain the maximum re.sulf out of of) lakhs we have to devise our 
educational plan correctly. Rabindranath said times without number that 
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by spending large sums on buildings and on the inspecting staff, the 
Government failed to obtain the desired result. The poet referred t^) the 
famous report of Mr. Adam in the early days of British rule when the 
province was covered with a netw'ork of pathsohm (/.c., the village schools). 
In spite of all our vaunted talk of progress of education during the British 
rule — a subject occupying much Hpa<e in our text books for schools — the 
ratio has not increasefl and it will not increase in future until the proldem 
be tackled w'i th new ideas. 

I only hope that if iny resoliiticm be accepted, the (Tovernineut will 
discard the red-tap and take steps so that every rupee in the allotment may 
produce the maximum result. To do this, the only means is to revive 
and establish throughout Bengal paiitsalda. Witli our vision blurred by 
the dazzle of the W'est, we have gone to all countries to seek an education plan 
like Kirjdergarleii , Montessori, but have neglect (‘d the pafhsaln^ , a wonder- 
ful system well-suited to a poor country. The following lim‘> of Michael 
Madhusudan Duit written in connection with the Bengah^e language are' 
upl)osite here:-— 

One G Hntvniluisii jf , the* village teacher oil a ver\ small i tmnnuuation 

can manage, according to my ('xperience, lob boys. Students of the higher 
classes have to teacli the boys of the low'er classes in order of priiirity, w'hile 
the (rurunuilifisat^ ])ays spei'ial attention to lh(‘ advanced boys and gimeral 
atttmtion to backward boys. The im'tbod of working is the cbi(‘f element 
and may still be co]>ied as pathmihis in tlndr original, unadulterated and 
most efficacious form still exist. I know of one sncli fiourisbing institution 
at Kadamtala, about d miles from tin* Uowrab railway station. The 
excellence of teaching imparted in tlie.se indig'enous jirimary schools is 
proved by the testimony of no less a personage than the ]at<* Sir Rajendra 
Nath Mukherjee wdio said times without nuinlxM* (hat his accuracy of calcula- 
tion. which stood him in good stead in latt‘r lift' wdicn he bet'ame the fore- 
most businessman among (In' Bcngab*es and was described t'ulogistically 
by the late Lord Iiudicajic as a ScotMiiaii born }»y accident in Bengal, was 
acquiretl from his (runimahasaij for whom he made proper jirovision. The 
''Snlihanhari" system, a peculiar product of the soil, imparts tjuickness and 
at'curucy of calculation in an astonishing degree and to persons with the 
mental faculties thus shar]>cned all work of calculation in future life would 
appear to be comparatively easy. The curriculum of the pathsnla has the 
other two items of reading and wTiting. Simple lessons in Bengali are 
read and the alphabet is written on the leaves of the village palmyra tree 
which may be obtained for nothing in these days of high prices of paper. 

The pathsala is held often under the spreading banyan tree or in the 

Chandhiwndap of the well-to-do man of the village who charges no rent. 
Sundays are not observed as holidays but classes are not held on the days 
of festivals and on rainy days so that the total output of work in a year 

in spite of the inclemencies of the w’eather is not less than in a school. 
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It fell to my lot to arrange this open»air method for a high English school 
at the Narayanpiir Colony, Dum Bum, with excellent results. If our 
aim be— « 

^ IF ^ srt* 

f*rr5 ; 

<>^3^ 1!JT^ 

wi” 

to give voice to (iuml) niillions and that within a iiu'asuralile distance of 
time, we can achieve our object only ihrougli tht' pttf/istild. 'Fo continue 
the present method is to wait till <loonisday. (lod has givtui me to do my 
humble mite for the ed m at ion of the Sehetluled castes. 

In onler that this resolution of mine may not bt‘ taken as a piditiiuvl 
stunt, I may be permitted to point <mt that lt> years ago 1 organised and 
founded the I’annalal Seal \’id\amandir as a free p(dy teilniic High 
English Sihool. and in the hosttds atta<died to this institution 1 have 
arranged all along frei' hoard and lodging for a number of students 
belonging to lht‘ Scheduled lastes. 1 liave inirodueeil i nttu'-diniiig among 
the students of all cables sinee the very hegiiiiung and this at a time 
when this wah unheard of in Calcutta. I am ttMujiteil to recall 

a state of things poiir.iyiMl hy that immortal stor> -writ(*r of Ilengal, 
Prabhat Kumar Mukherjce, who in his story or “'Fhc KtduriC’ 

showed how a young man, wasluuman l)\ < ast**, passed himsell olV as a 

Kayestha in a ('alciitta students’ ho-'tel, wa^ nllimalel\ di>co\eied ami had 
to leave the jilace. lie then N\ent to a Cliiistian ni issitinais ulio tiroiuised 
him equal tnaitmeiit in the Cliristian iold but the yiuing man was dis- 
comfited when lie discovered tliat Europeans worshipjied in om* church and 
Indians in another and that even after <kntth Kurojieans were huri(‘d in one 
cemetery and Indian ('hristiuns in another: ^\heI^•aH Hindu society at 
least after death aflonled eijual treatment to all hy allowing tin* <lead body 
of a rnethar to be burnt on the same spot where a Hrahmin had been 
reduced to ashes only a few minutes ago. 'J'he iiumher of students of the 
Scheduled castes who lived in our Vidyamamlir hostels and have jiassed 
the Matriculation Examination of the f’liiversity is not less tiian WK) and 
at least otJ of these have ultimately htaome giaduates. Huri^ig tin* historic 
fast of Maliatmaji at Poona, I wa.s pre.seut all along and had the lionour 
to be associated with the formation of tin* Eoona I*aet which gave 
to the Scheduled castes dd seats in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
instead of 10 as originally proposed in the (iovernment of India 
Act, 193h. I mention all these not in self-adulation hut only to show 
that 1 am not making political use of an important soc ial jirohlem and that 
long, long ago before I had any idea of entering the Legislature, 1 worked 
for the uplift of our backward classes. In so doing 1 was inspired by the 
teachings of Swami Vivekananda who said of 

^ i ^ i 

jfwci' ^ jtaiH 

^ I 
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Nearly live hundred years ago Sri Chaitanya, a member of the highest 
caste, propouaded the doctrine of aift Tfr 

Through his preachings untouchability is not a problem of any intensity in 
Bengal as fompare<l with Madras and some other provinces. Uplift in 
Hindu society takes place not through individuals but lhi(jug!i u whole 
caste. Thi.s all-important fact has to he understood by all who want to 
study our society j)roi)erly. A little stiuly of antljr()])ology will convince 
us that some castes of the Hindu soeiety now occupying a high i)osition were 
originally aboriginal trib(is approximating more and jiioie t<» the high 
standards of Hindu eonduct and being ultimately admitted to its ranks. 
Even before our very eyes the Ihtfjdm of West Bengal have during the last 
do years made striking prngr«^>s ami monogamy among tlieir women ifs now 
the rule and not the exeejitior*, as eould be sefuj cmly tliree decades ago. If 
this iinprov(‘m(*nt (!ontiiuie for another (b*<'ade. we can visuali.>e tliem taking 
their place besides tin* Aah(uak/i(Ls in their own right'' and without any 
opposition from evim the most orthodox section. Hindu society has been 
able to civilise and improve vast masses of humamt\ in a n»ore eifeeti\e 
manner than any other soeiety. Tlie late Sibanatli Slmstii asked a wi>rkmari 
in England if he knew about (dirisl ami the rejily came, “Wliat numberl^'’: 
as if Christ was another workman b(‘aiing a loll numb(‘i. The British 
Medical Journal in a re<'ent issue described liow in liondon grown-up 
children of laliouiers easiMl 1llcmscl\c^ in tlic same room in which they lived 
and tlicr(‘ was no ('leaning. This i^ im'onceivaide amon;.' an> ('lass of our 
eo(’i(‘ty. (d'iininality and drunkeniu'ss are the lowest aunmg our lower 
classt's as eomparc'd with the eorr(‘s]>on(ling ^'lasses of other so(‘i(‘ties. Hindu 
society otters an ideal and eonverts jx'ople not !)\ force or ev(*n by 
persuasion hut hy tlo' siltuit (‘Xamjile of right living. At the Xarayanpur 
Colony near I)um l)um, when we Hrs( cleansed jung-lt's LM) \ears ago there 
were the original residents the “/vooro.s”. who lived in low-roofed houses 
by theft and burglary, threw dead bodies away and annulled marriages 
wdth iittt'r li'vity. We had a maidservant Ka(>ra hy caste who w4th the 
sanction of their eastc' peopb' married one after another three or four 
husbands. In the sjmee of twenty years a revolution has taken jilace and 
monogamy has come into favour and ])olygamy of th(‘ worst character has 
disHiijieared. Dt'ud bodies are now being regularl\ hurnt and men earn 
their bread by the sw(‘at of their brow. 1 may mention here that life-long 
monogamy among our Muhammadan sisb'rs in the vast rural areas is 
increasing by leaps and bounds. This is the result of Hindu influence. 
The devoted wife of Mr, Hashemali, ex-Minister, .said before her death 
that it filled her wuth great satisfaetion that she had the good fortune of 
dying before her husband. This is fully a Hindu idea. 

Now, Hindu have never shut their doors of eulture against anybody, 
far less their own kith and kin, the Scheduled castes. The ancient methods 
of spreading education were not through reading and writing alone but 

through lectures such as aud dramas depicting the Ramayana and 

the Mahahliaraia. All w^ere admitted to these disc'ourses and performances 
and the truthfulness of Ramchandra, brotherly atfection of Laksman, the 
eteadfast purity of Sita, the devotion to ideals of the Pandava brothers 
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amidst adversity threw people into raptures and rendered them better 
ritijEens. The printing press is a new discovery and a new fon'e working on 
new methods, as described by Carlyle, the saint of Chelsea. Literacy was 
not prevalent on such a large scale even in Europe before printed books yame 
into vogue. In making special arrangement for the education of our 
Scheduled caste brethren, we only do the old thing under a new technique 
necessitated by the modem age. 

In this plan of educating the Scheduled castes as in the general system 
for all, technical education should occupy a prominent place and the whole 
thing should be given a rural bias. In the Pannalal SH‘al Vidyaniandir to 
\vhi<^h I have already referred, we devised Id years ago that general educa- 
tion sliould go hand in hand with technical education. Boys after doing 
their Algebra, Sanskrit, and English composition must work for an hour 
and a half in one of the 12 departments of carpentry, weaving, smithy, 
bookbinding, tailoring, etc. It is found that those of our boys who after 
passing tlu* ^ratrieulation Examination cannot get jobs of clerks earn their 
liveliliood b\ praitising one of the^i* handicraft'! in which they have been 
traini'd in tin* school. The prodin ts of the Yidyaniandii technical depart- 
ment are ‘^oId in the market and .a *!hare of tlie proc'^eds is ])niil to the 
student^s working Thus, the prin<‘iple of earning while b'arning was 
intrfKiuee<l lb \ears ago. Six yeam a;io the late lamented Ma]iad'‘b Desai. 
the ilght-iiuiid man of Maliatmaji, inspected (»ur sebo-)] and expressed the 
Opinion that it was tin* forerunner of th(‘ AVarilba seloune of jabication which 
it res»*mblefl very closely, tbongli not exactly. Tiatcr on, Afaliadebji in a 
signed article devoted one page of the ITarijan to institution. In evolv- 
ing and carryMTig into effect this education plan, my Inimble self and a band 
of teachers led by tlie headmaster Kali Pado (lango]>adhyaya whose 
venerable apj)earance will mark him out as a beadTnast»*r in a crowd of tim 
tho’is.md and who by the way will not have for his TH‘wly-born grandson any 
other name than Shyamaprasad — the name of the* saviour of Ibrngal’s 
millions in last year’s famine, had to tliink hard and w’ork hard from day 
to day and montli t(! month and year to year. (Khan Sahib FAnirirnniN 
AuMin; Where is the relevancy of all this? Mr. A mtm.yaditone Roy: 
Eijual treatment after death !) It is one solaci* in my life timf w'e liavo 
been able to find out the correc't educational plan for a poor country like 
India. It is my firm conviction that the whole country must accept sooner 
or later this plan confirmed by that Socrates of the modern world, Mahatma 
Gandhi. This is another example of the truth of the statement “what 
Bengal thinks today, the rest of India thinks tomorrow'’. 

Is it too much to hope that, if this resolution of mine be carried, the 
Government will accept our scheme of education? Every jtafhgala should 
have arrangement for teaching the boys at least one handicraft and in the 
villages should have one plot of ground for teaching boys kitchen-gardening. 
While our school was removed to Narayanpur, nearly 20 bighas of land were 
allotted to it and it was a sight for the gods to see bow our boys of hhadroloff 
and all classes worked on the ground and reared hundreds of p(fpn/a trees 
growing monster pcepyas of Madhupur variety, and grew brinjals which were 
the wonder of the countryside and introduced new' eullivation like ol of 
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Santragachi in that area where good ol was unknown. My request is that 
our education should be given a rural and technical bias. 

As regards the share of this sum ol 50 lakhs to he spent on the higher 
education of the Scheduled castes, 1 personally would not go in for a large 
figure. As 1 said in my budget speech, we spend a disporportionately large 
amount on higher education throwing a few' crumbs to primary education. 
Normally, 1 would spend at least a sum of 40 lakhs on primary 
education. But I am convinced that the sorry spectacle of many Scheduled 
caste M.L.A.'s working as weathercock politicians and joining and support- 
ing an unpopular Ministry for the sake of the loaves and fishes of office 
while their castemen died in the largest number in last 3 "ear’s famine and 
that as the direcd, result ^f knowingly false statements by Ministers that 
"Bengal w'as not a deficit province". "Brices of rice will go down in a 
flhort time" will not ccasc unless graduates and under-graduates arc pro- 
duced in such a nuiulxu- that they cannot possibly be employed by the 
Goverrimtuii, so that lor every Scheduled caste member in the legislature 
drawing u deput^^ magistrate’s .salary there are at least 100 Sc heduled caste 
discontented, and hungry graduates outside*. Bacon wrote that sedition 
thrives "wdiere more schedurs arc bred than preferments can take ofi". 
In repeated elections to the Upper House, the 30 Scheduled caste M.L.A.’s 
have failed to return their quota of Scheduled caste members so that it is 
established beyond doubt that their demand for a proportionate share in 
the services is a mere eye-wash. 

Britain has infused a virus into our body-politic which can be eradicated 
by the poison ot tin* same (udgin. Let a sum of ten lakhs of rupees be set 
apart for higher education so that every meritorious Scheduled caste boy 
may go up to the M.A. and M.Sc. standard at State expense. 

With these w^ords, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion movi'd: tha,t this Council is of opinion that 
the Government of Bengal should set apart a sum of fifty lakhs of rupees 
this year for the advancement of education of the scheduled caste Hindus 
of the Brovince. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With your permission , Sir, I wish to make a few 
observations on the resolution just moved bj^ my friend Mr. Mazumdar 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better move your resolution at this stage. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I am not going to move my resolution. But I 
wish to speak on this resolution. 

Sir, at the very beginning I thank the honourable mover of this resolu- 
tion. I am very glad to find that my friend is taking so much interest for 
the Scheduled castes. He has spoken about the treatment of the caste 
Hindus towards the Scheduled castes with great vehemence. We, on this 
side of tjie House, stand for equal treatment and equal opportunities for all 
castes and creeds — w'hether minority' or majority'. My friend has referred 
at some length to the history of the Hindu religion and the treatment of 
the caste Hindus towards the Scheduled castes in which I find some new 
theory propounded which real history will belie. Islam enjoins equal 



ADJOFRNMENT. 


m 


944.3 

reatment to all communities and to all sections whether high or low 
Scheduled castes or any other castes. That is why Islamic religion is so 
ttractive to all. If you go into the Islamic liibtorv, you will tind that 
wherever it went, people welcomed it. It is damned lie to say that Islam 
>ok8 after the interest of one community and the interest of its own 
eople and that Islam was propagated by means of the sword. So, 
aturallj^ w’e of the Muslim League party have every sympathy wdth the 
bject which the present resolution has in view*. The Scheduled castes 
ave been given all sorts of encouragement and all nece.ssary help so that 
ley may progress in the field of etlucatioii. There are no tw’o opinions 
bout it. (Tovernment ha.s been rendering all possible help for the 
acouragement of education among the Scheduled castes 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order, the tiim‘ is up and I must adjourn the 
’ouse now. The House stands adjourned till l-dO p.m. on Tuesday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-‘U) p.m. on Tuesday, the 23rd May, 
)44. 
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The followinif memWrs were absent from tbe meeting held on the I9th 
May, 1944 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(6) Mn. K. D.’Rozario. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(8) Ehati Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(9) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(11) Maulana Mohd. Akruin Khan. 

(12) Mr. JV. N. Mookerji. 

(13) Mr. K. S. Purssell. 

(14) Khau Bahadur Muklesur Uahaman. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Bashid. 

(10) T)r. K. 8. Hay. 

(17) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(18) Mr. 8. N. Sauyal. 

(19) Mr. J. W. II. Steven. 

(20) Dr. Ka.siruddin Talukdar. 





BENGAL LEaSLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Ssssion, 1844 — No. 40. 


Tmc CorNciL met in* the I^ejtjislative Chaml>er of the 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 2drd May, 1944, at l-dO p.m., boiag 
the fortieth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 02(J2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, lOdo. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir ItuoY pH\SAn Sinoh Roy, k.c.i.k.), wae 
in the Chair. 


QUECTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Cyclone over MunshiganJ and Madaripur. 

167. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon hie Minister ia 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that a few days ago a severe tornado passed t>ver Munslngiinjj and Miidaripur^ 
particularly Palong. and (hat tljen- was a great loss of pro|M»rty and of 
lives ? 

(h) Will (roverniiKuit he j*h‘ase<l to stati* how many villages were affectod 
and how many piople were injured and how many lost their livefif 

(c) Wi.at would h(* the approximate loss t(» j>r<»j>eriy us a result of thU 
tornado ‘f 

(<7) What relief, il any, have the (T(»vernment so far rendered to the 
affected persons ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Muker]ea): ( a) Yes, a severe hail-storm attpnde<l with a 
violent cyclone passed over ceitaiii areas in Munshiganj and Madaripur 
subdivisions. 


(6) Munshiganj 
Madaripur 


Number of 
villages 
affected . 
20 


10 


Number of Number of 
persons persons 

killed. injured. 

Nil Nil 

0 109 


(c) Munshiganj — About Rs.G lakhs. 

• Madaripur — About R8.2 lakhs. 

(d) Government have sanctioned for each of the subdivisions R8.50,000 
for distribution as gratuitous relief l>eside8 a sum of Rs. 50, 000 for Munshi- 
ganj subdivision for distribution as agricoiltural loans. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’lde Mini.ster be pleased 
to state whether this gratuitous relief of Hs. 50,0(Hl fr>r Munshiganj has 
been actually distributed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUK^RJEA: The relief has been 
sanctioned and the Collector, I am sure, mu^ have distributed it. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is his opinion; but has the Hon’ble 
Minister enquired or tried to know whether the gratuitous relief was actually 
distributed P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The amount is being 
spent and, in fact, the Collector has written to us for more money. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Has any press^note been published 
regarding the distribution of this gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: There was no need for 
that. This news was published in the Press. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. On a point of order or of privilege, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it a point of privilege or a point of order? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Of privilege, Sir. Under rule 24 of the 
Procedure Rules, we are allotted one hour for questions and answers and 
this is a very valuable right and privilege of this House. We thereby not 
only elicit important information but we also suggest action by Government 
action; and with reference to rule 31 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is yoiir point? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The ])oint is that our privilege is being 
interfered wuth. Sutticient number of questions are not being answered 
everyday with the result that the time allotted for {|uestions is being utilised 
by Government for transacting otlicial business. I want to know^ whether 
this is due to the Hon’hle Ministers not caring to answer tlie questions or 
whether it is due to the paucity of questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thu rule d<ies not contemplate that full one 
hour should be devoted to questions. It only provides that questions will 
take up to one hour and not beyond that; and it depend.s upon the number 
of questions that are ready. Questions are at first dealt with by the Council 
Department and then sent to the administrative departments concerned 
which are expected to answer them as quickly as^possible. There is a certain 
amount of accumulation. But that iiuestion has been discussed in this 
House more than once. What is your point of privilege? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, w’e are entitled to take up full one 
hour for questions. But for some reason or other, we cannot utilise this 
privilege. It might be due to paucity of questions or it might be due ‘to 
negligence on the part of the Ministers to answer questions. But we are 
entitled to have one full hour for dealing with questions, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You know, Mr. Mazumdar, that lists of outstanding 
questions are being circulated from time to time. So from that you can 
infer that there is accumulation. It is not possible to answer all questions 
within a limited time. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMD^ARt There is another point. This is a long 
session and questions should also be admitted in large numbers. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: How can questions be admitted in large numbers. 
There is a quota fixed for each member. Certainly the Chair has the discre- 
tion to admit questions in excess of this quota and this discretion is used 
with reference to the importance and urgency of the questions. The rule 
cannot be relaxed as a matter of course. WJ^at is your suggestion Y 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My suggestion is that sufficient number 
of questions should come before the House with answers, so that with the 
Bupplementaries we can utilise full one hour, ns is provided for under the 
Bui»>s. That is my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on mean that (Government should try to expedite 
the answers to questions. That is your suggestion. Is it 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that is the suggestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that question has been discussed more than 
once in this House. So I do not think that it is a point of privilege. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My point is that full one hour should 
be devoted to questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not agree with you that full one hour must be 
devoted to questions. You are confusing the issue. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. There is not the least confusion 
in my mind. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What you mean i.«^ thi^: that the Ministers should 
be ready with their answers to questions so as to allow this House the 
privilege of devoting at leirst one hour to (questions. But it depends on the 
number of questions and it also depends on the capacity of (lovernmont to 
reply to the questions. It may be necessary for them to refer tlie questions 
to the District Magistrates and to authorities outside ('alcutta. So there 
cannot be any hard and fast rule on that piiiiit. Kver\ day Government 
cannot be ready with replies to questions which must occupy one full hour. 
I cannot, therefore, take it as a point of privilege. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I shall point out on a future occasion 
and cite instances where outstanding questions can be replied to here and 
now but they are being put off by the Ministry 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That cannot be a matter for discu.Hsion on the floor 
of the House. It is the privilege of members to put questions and it is the 
duty of the Government to reply to them. If they do not discharge th(*ir 
duty, then it is for the House to take what action it likes. I, however, 
cannot regard the question raised by you today as a point of privilege and 
therefore I am not prepared to give a ruling on it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At the same time 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I am now passing on to the next item. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of information, 
Sir, ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it about P 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER^EE: Under rule 95 of the Ifules, 
may I enquire of the Hon*ble the Leader of the House as to what action 
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was taken on the resolution regarding the Hindu Intestate Succession Bill 
requcKtiug the Government of India, through this Government, to postpone 
the consideration of the Bill ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the information that you wanted the other 
day? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: 

Sir, under rule 95 ((^) of the Procedure Rules of this House, I beg to reply 
that a copy of the re.solution has been .sent to the Government of India for 
necessary action. 

The Bengal Agricultural lnoonie«tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda is the motion for 
consideration of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, as passed 
by the Assemhly. Mr. Goswami. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that tlip Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Tile Bill lia.s been in tin* bands of Honourable Memh(*rs for some da>s. 
The main features of the Bill liave been known to the public for some 
months. I shall at this stage, therefore, refer only to the fuiulamenial 
jirineijiles of the Bill. The basic features of the Bill will be found in clauses 
d, h, 7 and S and in the Schedule. 

Us first important feature is that it seeks to tax income actually received 
and not ineonui intMely accrued. Rent due to the landlord W'ill be takea 
into eonsideratioii for purposes of taxation, onl\ when it ha.s actually 

received by tlituii and not at the stage when it lias merel\ accrued to them. 
In this respect, the Bill follows the Bihar ainl As.saiii Agricultural Income- 
tax Acts, liut diflers from tin* Indian Income-tax Act which goes by the 
accrual eoneejit ot income. 

'rill' Nceond important point about the Bill i.-, that il seeks to tax only 
sucli agricultural ineonn* as is derived from laml> situated in Bengal. It 
does not propo.se to tax agricultural income reei'ived by a resident of the 
province from lands sitiiati'tl out.side the province. Thus, that juirtion of 
A landlord's income derived, for uistuuee, from his estates in Orissa, Bihar, 
or Assam will not be taken into consideration in the computation of bis 
taxalile income. In this respect also the Bill has a more restricted scope than 
the Indian Income-tax Act. 

The third important point is that the Bill seeks to tax net incomes 
only. The net income is arrived at after deducting from the gross receipts 
such allowances as are admissible iinder clauses 6 and 7. It is only w’hen 
a man’s net agrii ultural income, as so computed, exceeds Rs. 3, 5(H) a year, 
that he becomes taxable according to the rates mentioned in the Schedule. 
In the case of individuals and Hindu undivided families whose only source 
of agricultural income is direct cultivation, there is a further exemption 
limit of one hundred bighas 'of land. This will operate like a statutory 
presumption that a person having 100 bigbas of land in khan possession and 
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haTing no other source of agricultural inoonie is always below the exemp- 
tioa limit. It is also to be noted that the agricultural income (>f Trust 
properties dedicated to charity, completely or partially, i.^^ m>t taken into 
consideration in the ooinputation of taxable ugricuHural income to the 
extent that such income is actually applied U> such charity. 

The fourth important point alnnit the Bill is tliat in respect of agri- 
cultural income derived from tea, the computation iiiatle hy tii(‘ Central 
^Income-tax Department, aocorduig to the Indian Income-tax Act, is to W 
followed. The Central Department determine the wlude of the income of 
a tea company and levy the ('entral tax on 4(i per cent, only ot the income 
so computed, leaving out hO per cent, as agricultural income. We propose 
to levy our tax on the portion .so left out. Thus, tlie computation in this 
case will practically’ be made by the Central Department acconlinjs^ to the 
principles of the Indian Inc<nne-tax Act. This will be advantagt*ou*, both 
to the provincial Government and to the a.s.scssees. 1 may also slati* that 
there is no escape in law from this arrangement. 

The fifth important point about the Bill is that the .shareliohlers. partners 
or members, as the case may be, of companies, firms and associations of 
individuals are taxed at the sour<‘e. The tax is collected from the latter 
at the maximum rate, the shareholders, partners or memhers, as the case 
may be, being entitled to receive refunds on the basis of their total world 
income. 

The sixth important point to which I w'ould draw the uttmilion of the 
honourable members is the rate of taxation. The' rate.s follow the $lah 
system and are lower than the Assam rates. 'Die rates are, of coursi% very 
much low'er than the Indian Tm’ome-tax rates. Mon*ovt*i , no super-tax 
is prop^iscd to he imposed. Our rates, however, art* gc.iu‘iully high«*r than 
the Bihar rates which follow the “jtep” system, though in certain instances 
the Bengal rates are more favourable than the Bihar rates also. t)n the whole, 
it must be admitted that the rates are very fair, if not altogether mild in these 
days of severe taxation. 

The .seventh point which must he noted is that, snbj(*ct to the basic 
principles I have already indicated, the Bill generally follows tin* Indian 
Income-tax Act, though the Assam and the Bihar Act^ have also been freely 
drawn upon. 

Lastly, I would <lraw tbe attention of tbe Ifononrabb* M(‘nibeis (o the 
repeated findings of expert bodie.s like the Indian I'axation Knquiry 
Committee or the Bengal Land Kevenue Commission that tin* Agricultural 
Income-tax is a very equitable tax. About tin* e<juity f)f the tax, th<*re 
can now be no doubt. And alKiut the need f<u‘ adflilional revenue. 1 need 
hardly add anything after what I stated in t'onneet ion with tlie Budget. 

Sir, this is all that I need say to this House of Elders about the general 
principles of the Bill. The details wdll, of eourst*, be gone into whfui 
we take up the consideration of the Bill, clause by clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944, as pas.sed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly, he 
taken into consideration. 

Now, there are three classes of amendments, namely, for circulation, 
for referring tbe Bill to a Select Committee and for referring the Bill to a 
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Committee of the whole House. What I propose to do is this : there would 
be discussion on each class of amendments separately and there would he 
voting on each of the motions moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHAIIdrA OAS: Sir, I want to oppose the consideration 
T)f the Bill and 1 hope you will permit me to do so. I want to speak 
•opposing the motion for consideration of the Bill. I have given notice of 
an amendment opposing the motion for consideration. 1 think, Sir, I have 
U right, an inherent right, to oppose the consideration motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been the practice always that when a substan- 
tive motion is moved and amendments thereto are tabled, then there is a 
discussion on both together. I see you have given notice of other 
amendments. 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DA8: 1 have given notice of other amend- 
ments and I shall move them if the consideration motion is passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut as it is a negative motion, it cannot be admitted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, I have an inherent right to 
move a motion for refu.ning consideration; and only wlien that motion fails, 
the otlier amendments will come in. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, rule 43(2) 
states that “An amendment may not be moved which has merely the effect 
of a negative vote”. So, the honourable member will have the right to 
Oppose consideration at the final stage of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, but I tlkink, 1 have got an inherent 
right to o]»p 08 e this measure being taken into consideration at all 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have understood your point 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Let me explain it, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Supposing, 1 urn allowed to speak 
opposing the consideration of the Bill and I divide the House, then how 
can the other amendments come in? So I want to speak opposing the 
consideration motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, first let me e.xplain what I think in the 
matter. The jiosition is: tliat Mr. Goswami as the Minister in charge of 
the Bill has moved his substantive motion. Then there are certain amend- 
ments which will liave to be moved and put to vote first. If the amend- 
ments are defeated, then of course finally the substantive motion will have 
to he put to vote. You can express your own view by speaking on any of 
the amendments. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, Mr. Das is trying to have 
the decision of the House first as to whether the Bill is to be taken into 
consideration. If this is done, then where is the scope for the other araend- 
mentvS? Supposing, his negative amendment is defeated and other positive 
amendments are passed, then what will happen? That is why there is a rule 
in every House that amendments must come first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, there is the substantive motion for 
taking up this Bill into consideration, and I rise up to speak against it. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Don’t you follow what Mr. Choudhury has just now 
naidP Suppose, there is vote on the substantive motion and if your amend* 
ment is defeated and Mr. Goswami’s motion is carried, then where is the 
room for amendments? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No. Sir. What I say is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry. Mr. D«, I cannot on arguing:. 1 
will now call upon the movers of the circulation motions to move their 
amendments first, because those amendments are the wide.sl, Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das, Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti and Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria 
and Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukerjee 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, amendment No. 2 stands in my 
name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry. Amendments Nos- 2-11, 4^0 and 7 are 
amendments for circulation of the Bill. They have different dates, but 
date.s are immaterial at the present moment. I first call upon Mr. Haridas 
Mazunular to move his 'aniendinent, so that the other movers can speak 
without moving their ameiulments. Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the amendment that stand.s in my 
name proposes that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of cdiciting opinion 
thereon by the dlst December, lfM4. 

Sir, this Bill may he hotter defined as the Bengal middle-class peasantry- 
destroying Bill. The pre^ieiit Miiii.stry will go down in history a.s tlie most 
irresponsible body of men tliat wa.s ever entrusted with the task of 
administering a va.st area. Afti^r a terrible famine it makes an attemx>t at 
taxing agricultural income which, except for two short tieriods totalling 
9 years, has gone tax-free since 1792 w'hen the great Lord Cornwallis 
conferred Permanent Settlement on Bengal, — a system of land tenure which 
according to economists like the late Mr. llamesh (’hatidra Dutta was the 
most beneficial to Indian conditions and worthy of introduction in areas 
where it wa.s not in vogue. I do not like to go into the merits or demerits 
of the system at present which has been successfully sabotaged by 
different amendments of the tenancy law in Bengal. The present Bill lays 
the axe at the root of the economic structure that has grown up in this 
province during the long period of 150 years and by taking out large Hlic>es 
of zamindars’ income will compel them to seU their estates t*ven at the 
unjust and inequitable price recommended by the Floud Commission. Sir, 
the need of the hour is retrenchment, drastic econom}' in our provincial 
budget with a view to relieving the heavy burden of taxation borne ultimately 
by the agriculturists. If any one of the ability of the late Lord Inchcap© 
examine the working of our departments of Agriculture, Industry and 
Co-operation, Medical Relief and Public Health and Education, he will be 
convinced that the benefits accruing to the people from them are not at all 
commensurate with the heavy expenditure incuiTed and that Bengal will 
ultimately gain if these departments be altogether abolished and taxation 
reduced in that proportion. These departments may be compared to the 
gardens of Calcutta’s rich men in the suburbs which only make a weekly 
present of brinjals or boquet of flowers to the owners and do not cover even 
.the wages of the In the days of the Lieutenant Govemom# 
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Beng^al inmua Eastern Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was administered at a police 
expenditure of less than Ks. S5,(K)0 a year, while we are now spending more 
than 3 lakhs for a police which could not prevent the disappearance of stocks 
of rice last year from this second City of the Empire after the maximum price 
of rice was fixed by Government. This costly House of the Ijegis- 
lature and an army of do-nothiiig Ministers ami Parliamentary Secretaries 
ill suit a poor province which has the grealest density of pupulation in 
India. It is an irony of fate that successive Ministries elected to the legis- 
latures under the Government of India Act, lO'i*), instead of pruning waste- 
ful expenditure have gone on increasing the v(ilume of the annual budget 
till the revenue now reaches a re<-ord figure, viz., 21 crores and !tT lakhs. 
Deducting all expenses necessitated by the war and famine and treating 
the budget as a nonnul peace-time one, we find that the t*xpenditure even 
on the ordinary basis is 18 crores. As recently as 1933-34, it was only 9 
crorea. The present state of things cannot go on f(U' any length of time and 
I can visualise the next general election being held on the main issue of a 
lO-crore budget. The present Ministry and their supporters should reimunber 
that the day of reckoning will come and they will have to face their electors 
with their present record. As soon as taxation is redui’cd, (he countryside 
will brighten up and money saved will be increasingly spent upon food, 
clothes and houses, education and medical aid. In the pre.sent Pill, income 
exoetding Us. 3,000 only is charged. But at this time t)f high ]>rires when a 
piece of cloth is selling at 5 times the pre-war price, wlien corrugati*d sheets 
which inadeijuately roof the huts of the peasants may be w'eighed in gold, 
how can the middle-olas.s peasants or bhadniltnf families keep body and 
•oul together (in Us. 300 a month? 

The prices of agricultural product. s have gone up but not in the same 
proportion us those of industrial goods. Again, the income of rent -receivers 
is inelastic and these people wh(> chiefly brought succour t*) poor people in 
villages during the famine will now' be hit hard so that if the situation 
deteriorate and another famine break out,-- tht‘ possibility of which is not 
remote as stated by Dr. Bidhan ('hamlra Uoy in a recent meeting at Bombay 
where the ukusc of our Ministers cannot reach, — then' will be none to help 
the poor in the count rvsiih' ami Bengal will be dejiopulated. Even now' the 
email rent-receiving landlords are keeping their kith and kin alive with 
monelury Indp to buy ri(*e at five limes the normal prit e. The condition 
of the low’er inid<lle*tdass, consisting of poor hhad ruhujs and artisans and of 
landless labourers who have managed to survive up till now, is in a sense 
worse than even during the famine. In those days they vsold their gold and 
silver trinkets and in some case.s homesteadvS and utensils. 1 know of villages 
in various districts where hhadraJoga after selling tlieir (fiuiti Iniii are now 
taking food on plantain leaves. Last year they bought rice at Rs. 40 per 
mauiul and got fuller meal than now' when they cannot buy rice at Rs. 16 and 
have to remain content with half ration. These people depend on the 
assistance of the more prosperous relatives wdiom the Finance Minister now 
wants to bleed. 

With the passag. of time and subdivision of property from generation 
to generation, rich landlords have become handful in number and there has 
anMn a lArge middle-class with a secure income, which is the condition 
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proeodent to social, literary and educational advanceiuent of any country. 
Tb© political importauc'C of such a middle>claa8 cannot he exagg’erated. 
Without it, representative Government cannot be euccessfully conductiKl. 
Every Bengal “squireen’' has just enough (o educate his sons with, but 
not enough to induce them to lead an idle life. They, therefore, display 
something of the proverbial keenness and enterprise of the younger sons of 
the English aristocracy. The present Bill will supplant this class. Those 
Muhammadans who are ke«'n on attacking the Kemindary system and 
imposing tax on agricultural income in the belief that by d»)ing they will 
weaken the Hindus 


Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: On a point of order. Sir. Is the honour- 
able memWr in order to say tliut the Muhammadans are attacking the 
Eemindury sy.^tem and so on ^ 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 am showing that the number of rich 
aemiudars being extremely small, the onslaught will come upcm that growing 
class of middle-sized Muhammadan zemindars 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindly repeat wdiat you said P • 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: The nutnher of rich zemindars being 
extremely small, the onslaught will come upon that growing cla.ss of middle- 
flized Muhamnmdan lemindurs,- a new, salutary factor in Bengal’s rural 
economy, who w*ill at no distant date form a unit<*d front w'ith the 
prosperous Uindu.s on the economic issue and pul up a fight against the 
foreign exploiter. 

If the present tax be not imposed, the number of Moshon zemindars and 
jotfdarx will increiise by leaps and hounds. If, however, the Bill is pas.sed, 
a great op[>ort unity eouiing for the first time to my Moslem brethren since 
the establishment of British rule will be lost. 

After the tax is collected, our Muhammadan brethren will see what 
portion of it comes from their co-religionists. Sir, I have held the view 
for many years that the only way of safeguarding the Hindu wealth is to 
create a prosperous Muhammadan class 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Gn a point of order. Sir. The Itonroirahle 
member is bringing in the (piestion of the Hindus and the Miihammadun.s. 
It is a question of how the Bill would affect the country and not how it 
would affect a particular commuuity or a particular class hut the ^jcople at 
large. That should have been his point and he should have spoken on thoa© 
lines 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Wliat IS your point of order P Kv<*ry memlx'r has 
his own point of view regarding the subject. l*erhai)s he is a])proaching 
the matter from a different angle. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Certainly, tlie lionourahio 
member ean ineite a .section of the Muhamnnidnn ccrmiruinity, hut the most 
he can say that 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: As I W’as saying. Sir, the present 
Ministry’ has legalLsed the tyranny carried on for decade.s by a small number 
of jute mills, 90 per cent, under British m ana gem cut, on millions of jute- 
growers, 90 per cent. Muhammadan, by fixing by Statute the average pn'ee 
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of 36 aeers of jute at Rs. 14-8 and tkat of 100 yards of kessian requiring 
ikose 36 seers for manufacture at Rs. 28. It kas tkus rendered ike windfall 
of 1925 wken jute sold at Rs. 25 impossible. A simple working of the 
Rule of Three will show that the loss of agricultural income to Muhammadan 
cultivators in respect of the present jute crop is not less than 40 crores of 
rupees. The salary of 7 Muhammadan Ministers is not more than 3) IaWH* 
of rupees per year and for this they make a present of 40 crores of rupees 
to foreign exploiters whose 30 votes are their sheet anchor. Disregarding 
40 crores they now want to tax a total taxable income not exceeding 11 
crores which is distributed among and enjoyed by thousands of the children 
of the soil. 

A sharp line of distinction has been drawn between agricultural income 
from rent or revenue and agricultural income from agriculture. The man 
who cultivates land with the help of hired labourers is under the Bill entitled 
to more privileges than he who cultivates under the hkag system. The 
result of the Bill will be that the class of landless labourers which is a 
disquieting feature of modern Bengal will be augmented. 

The* high rate of taxation specially on larger incomes will have the effect 
of partitioning estates which all economists condemn. The growing evil in 
Bengal for the last 50 years has been emigration of men to towns. By 
taxing the comparatively prosperous agriculturist who stays in the village 
and the zemindar whose manor consisting of a school, dispensary and temple 
is an oasis of culture amidst a dead level of ignorance and poverty, the Bill 
will reduce Bengal to barbarism. The zemindar and the prosperous agri- 
culturist are still the salt of this earth, and if I had the power I would not 
allow the Finance Minister to touch their income even with a pair of tongs. 

Before discussing the exemption of British tea-companies from the tax, 
I would ()U()te the following remarks made by a notable Indian genlteman in 
regard to credit granted by the Imperial Bank of India: — 

“ I should like to express the common belief — for which there is 

good foundation in actual facts — that racial and political discrimination is 
made in the mutter of credit, and that Indians usually do not receive in 
matters of credit the treatment that their assets entitled them to; while, 
on the otlier hand, British businessmen have frequently been allowed larger 
credit than what on ordinary business principles they might to have got. 

“licasea have been granted at ridiculously low’ rents, which cannot be 
explained away by the plausible theory of development and of the risks of 
enterprise. There are cases in Assam, for instance, which require examina- 
tion. I go further: not only would such an inquiry indicate steps that 
may be taken in the future to safeguard India’s interests, it would perhaps 
reveal cases wdiere the sanctity of existing contract is frequently vitiated 
ab initio by unconscionable favouritism.” 

Can anybody say who made these remarks as if bursting w'itb holy rage 
at uiuliu* and unjust advantages taken by foreign capitalists in this country? 

It is none other than the gentleman who struts and frets before ns as 
Bengal’s Finance Minister and now wants to tax poor Ram, Sbyam and 
Abdul earning less than Rs. 300# a month but would let the British tea- 
companies rolling in wealth go scot-free. The remarks which I have just 
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qvoied occur in a not© appended to the report of the hbcternal C^apital Com- 
mittee which concluded its deliberations in 19*^5. Regarding this note Sir 
Basil Blacket? , one of India’s able Finance Member, bad to submit another 
note which contained the following: — 

**At no time during these nieetings (t c», of the External Capital Com- 
mittee) did he (».«., Mr. Goswanii) make any mention whatsoever of his 
present allegations regarding racial and political disc i iiuiuation in the 
granting of credit and of favouritism in the granting of leases.” 

What Sir Basil Blackett objected to was an act of bad faith and this 
illustrates the soundness of Mahatma Gandhi’s teaching that we should 
always prize truth above patriotism ; because one possessing a si'aiit regard 
for honour while playing to the gallery now as a patriot, is very likely to 
become a turncoat in a few year’s time. C’ommercial discrimination in 
favour of British trudesnu*n again>t which Mir Kasim fought and lost his 
throne and Bhudeb Mukberjee, Itauade, Ramesh Chandra Dutt, Dadabhoy 
Nooroji, Gopal ErLshna, Gokhale, H. H. Wilson and AVilliam Dighy wrote 
and spoke volumes is now being practised by a Ministry responsible to an 
elected legislature and this fact in itself wtmUl at iii.st sight prove the 
incompetence of Indians or at least of Bengaletvs for democracy. But such 
perversity of human nature is unbelievable. Sixty million of creatures 
whom God created after His own image cannot Ik* so low, cringing and 
bowing as to lie at the proud feet of a conqueror and consider such a state 
ae bliss and, more than that, give him a rartv blanche to exploit them to his 
heart’s content without making any compensation whatsoever and all this 
at a time when famine has carried away 35 lakhs of their brethren. Not to 
speak of Bengalees, even Zulus and Hottentots woubl not do so. How is 
it then that our Legislative Assembly comim.sed of 229 Indians out of a total 
of 250 has passed what will easily rank as the most servile piece of legisla- 
tion in history? If by ill luck during the early days of this w'ar Britain 
which had darkness before and danger’s voice behind were conquered by 
Germany and if a British Legislature set up by the conejueror and composed 
of 220 Britons and 30 Germans passed a taxation Bill exempting Germans 
on the ground that German coal com]>anie8 w'orkiiig in Newcastle liud to pay 
a tax in Germany, what would the world think of those Britons one of whose 
poets sang : — 

Breathes there a man wdth soul so dead 

Who never to himself hath said 

This is my own, my native land? 

The reason why such a Bill could come up here in this shape i.s that com- 
munal electorates are the negation of democracy, nay of humanity itself. 
Only the other day I discussed how the Scheduled Caste M.L.A.s failed to 
return their expected quota of castemen to this House in repeated elections. 
Let us now turn our eyes to Muhammadans. It is very diflficult to find out 
a communal crop under the sun. But there is one such crop. It is jute, 
at least 90 per cent, of jute-growers, as already stated, being Muhammadans. 
What I have said goes to prove conclusively that a man’s communal ticket 
ia the very reverse of a safeguard for protection of communal interests. 
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Communal virua ia a poison and cannot do any good to the body politic. 
As 80 on as a man becomes commuDal>miiicled, be descends to a l^wer plan e - 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: On a point of order. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazunidar. I think you are deviating from the 
motion liefore tlie House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAXUMDAR: 1 am speaking on the principle of my 
amendment. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, ttic motion before the House is the motion 
for cjirculalion : tiow are all these things relevant!'' 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 am coming to that; I am simply 
developing my argument at the present moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Plea.se do so. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All riglit, Sii. A man fired with 
patrioti.sm is the saviour of Hindus as well as Mussulmans; hut a man fed 
upon commuiiali.sm cannot do any goo<l to any community. In guiding the 
affairs of human society, nothing but the vcr\ host has any value. It is 
true that the ^ssam liCgisIature passed an Agricultural Income-tax Act, 
but in that province the tax i.s paid by than (KM) persons of whom 500 
are proprietors of tea gardens and only 100 are landlords. The yield of the 
tax in Assam is 27 lakhs. In Bihar, it is 17 lakhs and in Bengal it is not 
expected to go beyond lU) lakhs. What does this come to in comparison 
with the province’s total revenue of nearly 22 croresy It CA)ines to less than 
two per cent. And it is for this that the (iovernment is going to tease 
the peasantry out of existence as was done in the case of the cadastral stirvey* 
For, ill the case of cadastral survey, the avrins become practically the terror 
of the land and so here also the income-tax officers will be the terror 
of the peasantry in the rural area. You will find that according to the 
census of Ihdl (lie number of landlnnls in Bengal (>78,000. Diviiling 
the number of raiyuiwari rentals of 1 1 crores by the number of landlords' 
estates, it appears that the landlords get Ks. 102 on an average only. The 
electoral roll for the landholders’ constituency for the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, too, does not come to much. The number of voters does not 
exceed 400 and the franchise qualification, too, is not high. It is payment 
of land revenue or rent amounting to Ks. 3,000 in the Burdwan and 
Presidency Divisions and Ks. 2,000 for the Dacca, Kajshahi and Chittagong 
Divisions. The number of these landlords being limited, the greater portion 
of the tax will be collected from the middle-class and the cost will not be 
commensurate with the resulting income. The.sc are my views on this Bill. 
So for the sake of justice and for the sake of the fact that the Bill has been 
passed by the Assembly which has outlived its normal life, I am of opinion 
that it should be circulated for public opinion particularly 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What did you say about the Assembly, 
Mr. MasumdarF 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The Bill has come from the AasemW 

therefore we are e« titled to j^ay that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are not entitlcnl to say all that. Tliere should 
be no reflection on the other House here 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Not e>MHtly an observation of any 
unfavourable nature, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V'es. I heard you say that tht‘ Assembly hud out- 
lived its normal life; did you not say soP 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, I said so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell you that it is not the practice for one 
House to make any reflection on the other. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Not an aspersion, Sir, but it is a fact 
that the Assembly has 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It may be a fact but it is against Parliamentary 
etiquette to say so. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 may assure you, Sir. that 1 am not 
casting any aspersion on any House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is an honourable member not tmtitled 
to say that tlie Hill lias been passed by the Assembly which bus outlived its 
life?' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don t you agree with me, Mr. Das, that it is holti^r 
to avoid such expression of opinion? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But i.s he not entitled to say that the 
Assembly has outlived its life? T do not understand how it is unparlia- 
mentary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ma> not he quite unparliamentary but it has been 
a well-established convention not to express any opinion regarding the other 
House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is not' an expression of opinion, Vmt 
it is a matter of fact that the Assembly has outlived its normal life. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AYhat Mr. Mazumdar really meant to say is that 
the A-ssemhly had outlived its normal life and therefore any Bill passed by 
the Assembly should be circulated for public opinion : that is what he 
meant to say, and by saying so he has challenged the rcqirosentative 
character of the other House, which he should not do. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 had no intention of challenging the 
representative character of the other House : that was furthest from my mind, 

Mr. PRESIDENT:^ But that i.s the inference that the other House would 
draw'. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I said the As.seinbly has outlived 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You should withdraw any expression of opinion 
about the other House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 am in .some confusion so far as 
this point is concerned. Is he or is he not entitled to say that the Assembly 
h %| i outlived its normal life and hence the Bill should be circulated ior 
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public opinion F It may be that at the back of this expression there is an 
implication that it has outlived its utility — but it may or may not be so. 
But would he not be within his rights to say that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you ask for my opinion Mr. Das, niy opinion is 
this — that by mentioning that the other House has outlived the normal 
life the honourable member really means that the other House does not 
represent public opinion, and that is the reason why the Bill should be 
circulated for public opinion — because the Bill Las not the support of the 
public at large. I would ask Mr. Mazumclar to avoid that sort of 
observation. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. As I was going to say, 
as it is a very important measure affecting the prince and the peasant alike, 
it should go to the outside public for eliciting opinion thereon so that in 
the light of public opinion we might be guided. With these words, I 
commend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 want to si>eak on this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may move your amendment at this stage and 
speak on it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. I beg to move that the 
^engal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst July, 1944. 

Sir, I would be brief and I would not refer to the whole history behind 
this Bill. But there are certain points in this Bill which require 
clariHcaiion and for which it is essential that it should be circulated for 
eliciting the opinion of the public. First of all, I desire to emphasise the 
fact that the Bill is inopportune and has been brought at a time when it 
should never have been brought. Sir, there are certain provisions for which 
the expression of public opinion is greatly needed. The taxable minimum 
has been fixed at Rs. 3,500. Should it remain so or should it be higher 
or less — that is a point on which we should like to have public opinion. 
Another point which is very important in this connection would be : how 
the public would take to section 4(>(a), — now section 49, — wherein European 
merchants have been allowed exemption under certain conditions. We 
should like to have public opinion on this point. Then again 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: On a point of information, Sir. I do not 
follow what the honourable member actually means by the expression 
“exemption". 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Regarding exemption, so far as the 
European merchants are concerned, if you pay income-tax in England for 
any income derived in Bengal, you shall not have to pay income-tax here 
in view of the exemption provided for under section 49. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: That is wrong. 

Th« Hofi’bl* Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: That is absolutely 
incorrect. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Anyway, there is that provision in 
section 49 and the public can very well be invited to express their opinion 
upon it. There is another thing. I want to know whether this tax is 
going to be imposed from April, 1944, or from a later date. We all know 
how the people have been very badly and terribly hit by the famine of last 
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yemr. The people have been still auffering from the after-eJ9feota of that 
famine. Quite a large number of persons have passed away^ several lakhs 
died of diseases due to starvation. Many lakhs of people have sold their 
lands and homesteads for the purpose of keeping bo4ly and soul together. 
Government has recognised this and has iwtually passed a legislation by 
which all lands whose sale-price does u(»t exceed Its. would bo got hack. 
But, Sir, that Bill does not even touch the fringe of^he problem. All these 
bespeak the condition in the country which do not ju.'itify at all the imposition 
of a measure like this. 

Moreover, 1 desire to point out that Bengal is really in the war zone. 
It is suffering terribly on all counts. So far as the question of taxing the 
income from the lands of Bengal is concerned, the reason given iu the 
Statement of Objects and Keu.sous is not sufticient. It has been stated there 
that the Government want money ; and st> the Bill has been brought to add 
to the revenue of Bengal. I again submit the Bill is not at all justified. 
Sufficient retrenchmenl lias not been made by the Government. Bengal did 
its level best to yield as much revenue as it could during the past two years. 
From Rs. Kii crores the revenue has gone up to Its. 2d crores and the 
expenditure flared up to Rs. d2 crores in 194d-44. What is this excess 
expenditure due to? I think it is mainly due to famine and extraordinary 
charges in India. Famine is the off-shoot of war and war being a ( Central 
subect the deficit ought to lie met by the Government of India. Any money 
which comes out of the agricultural income-tax should not be spent for the 
purpose of meeting a deficit like this. There is another point which ought to 
be reinembered in this connection, and that is the recommendation of the 
Floud (’onimission. ♦ The Report recommended that if it is necessary that the 
agricultural income should be taxed, care should be taken to see that the 
money so realised is applied solely for the purpose of improving agriculture 
or other operations coim(*rtc<l with agriculture. The Finance Minister lias 
actually said in another place and on another occasion, I will not mention 
the place, that it is bad finance to ear-mark the proceeds from a certain tax 
for a particular purpose. If the remark of the Hon'^ble the Finance Minister 
be right, why then the Floud Commission made the above suggestion ? As I 
have already said, the country is passing through a bud time and no under- 
taking has been given by the Government that the amount thus collected 
will be ear-marked for the purpose of improving agriculture. So we would 
like to know what the public want to say in regard to this Bill. 

Now, Sir, I do not deny that agricultural income should be one of the 
principal sources of revenue and that it should be utilised to the fullest 
extent But the question is: is the time opportune or is it inopportune P, 
Let the public say whether this time is opportune or whether it is inopportune. 
I say it is inopportune. Then, Sir, so far as this matter of the agricultural 
income-tax is concerned, even though we say that it ought to be thf? principal 
source of revenue, I say, Sir, that public should be asked to express opinion 
as to whether they should have it now or they should have it after the 
cessation of the war. Bengal cannot return to normal condition till the 
war is at an end. Bengal is passing through extraordinary limcs. Under 
these circumstances, it should not be asked to yield revenue out of its 
agricultural income, particularly when the same is proposed to be utilised 
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for purposes other than that on which the Flood Commission insisted. 
This money, Sir, if placed at the hands of the present Ministry, I have no 
doubt, will be misspent — or spent for purposes for which it ought not to be 
spent. For all these reasons, I urge that this Bill should be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting public opinion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion by the dOtli June, 1944. 

It may be asked why I move for circulation of the Bill when the question 
of assessing income-tax on agricultural income is pending for a long time 
before the public, having been published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 26th 
August, 1944. 1 would like to amplify my reasons one by one. In the first 

instance, I would like to point out that the raising of tax on agricultural 
income is a novel method which has been resorted to by some of the provinces 
in India. The general income-tax being a Central subject, the provinces 
have, no doubt, been authorised under the Constitution Act to raise tax on 
agricultural income only. If we look to the history of tlie introduction of 
income-tax in detail, we find that the income-tax was introduced in England 
for the first time in the year 1799 and again in the year 180d. The ta» at 
varying rates continued to be in force until the year IHlo when it was 
dropped for good. It was again imposed in ltS42. after 27 years, by Sir 
liobert Peel and ha.s thenceforth continued <h)vvn to the present time. 
Since 1860 the tax has been imposed for a single finaiieia] year only and is, 
therefore, an annual tax. As an matter of fact, the tax is revised every 
year. Here, we are going to place the tax as u p(‘rmanent measure on the 
Statute Bof)k. I think the Hon^ble the Finance Minitster should consider 
whether in view of the emergency that has aristMj on account of the deficit in 
the Budget of the present year, this tax couhl not have been imposed 
temporarily for one year only. 

I would now refer to the various consiilcrations which the British 
Exchequer took into account when imposing t}»e income-tax on the 
inhabitants of Britain. If we look to the Income-tax Act for the year 1918, 
we will find that there are variou.s schedules for charging the income-tax. 
Schedule A charg(*s the profits derived from property or ownership in 
lands, tenements and hereditaments, corporeal and incorporeal. Schedule B 
charges the profits from the income on lands, but not on dwelling house other 
than farm house nor from incorporeal hereditaments. The British 
Exchequer is careful enough to avoid imposiug any tax on dwelling houses 
on the basis of its letting value, as is the case with the Indian Income-tax 
Act. Schedule C charges interests, annuities, and dividends payable by 
British, foreign or Colonial Governments. Schedule I) charges (a) profits 
arising from professions, trades, employments or vocations, (h) profits 
derived from foreign property, and (c) interest on money, annuities and such 
other annual profits and gains as are not charged under any of the other 
schedules. Schedule K charges profits arising from public offices or employ- 
ments of profit and from annuities, pensions or stipends payable by His 
Majesty out of the public revenues of the Fnited Kingdom except those 
charged under Schedule C, There is also a super- tax imposed. Now, the 
Indian Income-tax Act assesses income-tax on almost all these items except 
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incomes on agricultural land. The reason income-tax from agricultural 
laud was excluded is apparent, because excepting revenue-free ]uopertit\s all 
agricultural lands aie .Niihjcct to the puMiumt of revenue to tiie (lovernmeut 
for genenil adinini'stration Agricultural laiuls being subject to et»rtiiin 
pa>"iiients to the ( iovcminent ot tin* tountix loua» Is defraying tl»e expenses 
of geneial adininist i at toji. no ituM»nie-tux imposed. As a matter of 

fact, that IS the whole ohp‘ci oj taxing \ialividmil.s in tliat t}u‘v are to 
contribute tow .nds tiie expen'^e'^ of general administration ol tlu* ('ountry * 
from (he inconu' which the\ ^er!\e. 'Phe tax t»r th»* levenue whieh (iovern- 
nient derives here from agnciihuial land** in tlie shapt* ol ri‘venue comes to 
about d crore> of ni]»ees. If wo look to ihc leport id the Kloinl ('ommission. 
we will find tliat the total rent derived tnnn agin vilt nrai lands in the piovinee 
amount N to about Id croies. It un cotisiilcr the entire amount detiMinined 
bv the V loud ( ommissiou as the income from agi iculi ural lands 1 ma> 
sa\ in ])assing tiiat it will be touml that the 1' loud ('ommis>ion Ueport 
states liiat attei’ deducting tiie expen-i*'- the net income v\ould lie S crores - 
li w consider tiie enln<* amount calculated b\ the (ommission as tlie 
income Irom agi null ui ai lainU. and cimsnhu the revenue that is derived 
h^ (iovernnicnl iioni the same, we will h.iM* an idea ol the rale at whieh 
agi icull ural lands (ontiihute touaid- (fo\einment e\)>en*'i* If wi* take 
tlu* total iiu'oinc at Id cionw. ‘the levenue actualU iiaid hcie being three 
crores. it ionics to about 'J > pei eeni id the income of the landlords 
coiitrihiited h\ a e i ic u 1 1 in a I l.tnd>- tor the expmises ol the i^cneral adminis- 
tration of the eountrv A^ .i niattei i.l tact. 

A** a iiiatiei of t.u I it i^ much moie It leally i-> a douhlc ta\afion -o 
far a-' the imposition <it a fic'-h tax on agiieiilfuial income is I'oneeined. 
Now. Sn . Ill Older' to eon''ider the lustifieation for an imposition id this 
kind h\ the (ioveinment, we have to eon''ider \ain^Us laelois. Wd* know* 
for cert. nil that heii;ial hav jMss.*.,) rlnou;^h a time w hi( h is un preeeden t ed 
in it'^ hi-'toi v. na\, ot tin* w lioh* of India ddie di'-tiess that prevailed 
during the last \eai i" well-known t<i e\er\ oru‘ of us. If is hardl\ possihh* 
to imagine that tlie present t io\ er nrnent i> not aware of thi* distressed 
condition of the peoph* ot lleiieal during the last \ear and ot the faet that 
th<\v ha\e not M*t heen ahie to teeoxer' from the efi'eets of the famine of 
last seal d'lie Hon hte the Kinanee Minister slated in his Sfafemerit of 
(Ihjeets and Hmisoris in the IbH. as oiigina)]\ ]»uhlishiMl. that the lax is 
being imposed heearise additional levenue is urgc‘iitl\ needed and heeause 
the,\ consider that it is e(|uilahle to nn]>ose such a tax. 1 wonder on what 
basis the Hon'hle the h'lriance Minisfer- states iliat it is eijuitable to irnjrose 
such a fax in the present \eai In his budget statement the Iton’lih* the 
Finance Ministei disilosed in this House that (her-e was a deficit of over 
14 (‘roies of lupees and that hi* pi-oposed to raise a portion of tlie deficit by 
additional taxation and tor tliat pui']»ose the sale tax as doubled and the 
piixsent Hill is another. If look to the budget slafement of the llon'ble 
tlie Finance ^finistei', we would find that he statrul that he wanted to 
realise tax on agrii'ultural income, in order that a jiarf of tlu* benefits of 
inflation wliicb flu* cultivator.s aT%* rt*a])ing .should Cfmu* to tfie f iovernmenf . 

liCt me take up flu* (jiiestion as to w'befher rivallv flu* people of 
generally have benefited by the so-called iufioiion. I would like ((» ask tb« 
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Hon’ble the Finance Minister, how many cultivators out of the six crores 
of the inhahitants of Bengal have henefited }»y the so-called inflation; and 
I would like, in the secfoul instance, to ask the Hon’hle the Finance 
Minister as to how many of tlie cultivators, from whom lie wants to raise 
the proposed agricultural income-tax, have henefited hy the so-called infla- 
tion?’ It would, I believe, he admitted that only a few persons who are 
e,n^a#j;‘ed in war contracts have j,^ot an inflated im-ome; hut that im'ome is 
subject to a very hi*avy inciime-tax. So far as the cultivatois and landlords 
who would he hit h> tin* present Bill is concei4ied, I may say with confidiMice 
that very f<*w have been henefited by tli(' ]>resent inflation. It may he 
sn^;^ested that th(‘ a^-rrculturists are sellin^^ their prfxluce at an exorbitantly 
flip'll rate and as such they have been henefited by the inflation as well. 
Now, let Us look to this aspect rif the question a little more closely. 'Phere is 
no cloubt that the price of rice, the stujih* protluct* in Ben^^al, has increased 
consiiboabl V ; but may I ask the Hon’ble the Finance Mini-ter to eonsiiler 
how man\ of those cultivators, whom he proposes to tax. have ^ot any 
surplus after iMe(*tin^ their own re(juirements to be sold tf» the public so as 
to enjoN the benefits of the inflation?' I have no doubt the flon'ble the 
Finance Ministc*r will find that their number w'oubi la* vers few In tlie 
next ])lace, I ssould ask the Hon’ble the Finam‘e Minister to consider the 
(jiKvstion as to what these unfortunate cultivators, wlio aic jroiiifJT to lie hit. 
reijuiie to immt the bare necessities of life after ])ayin^‘ various other taxes 
to the* (lovernnient on ac(‘ount of tludr lands. ’Plie Tlon’bli' the Finance 
Minister slumhl consider tliat they havt‘ to ]>ay tin* Kdm'ation tax foi' the 
]uimai\ education of thmr idiildi’mi. 'I'hex havi‘ to ])ay Boad c(‘ss and Public 
W’ork c(‘ss for tlie construction of roads and juiblic works in the fuovince 
l’ht'\ have to ])a,\ I lie Fnion Boanl tax tor jiaynu'nt to the “eliow kidars” 
whose ostensible dut\ is to > 4 :uar<l the villajxes duriiif^ tlie ni^ht. but who 
really serv(< the President of the Union Board, the Polici* Sub- 1 uspiador and 
all other subordinati' police* oflicers, the* Uircle Offie'or, dance* attendance on 
the* District (Mliea*rs when they emme em insp<*ction, and ^Miaid the* jiassa^^es 
wht‘n a hijL^h ollieial like* Ilis FiXe‘ellenc\ the tiovernnr or the Vie‘e*ro\ is on 
tour. 

In this emniu'ction, 1 may mention that I have* bi*(‘n informed that a 
e*ire’ular has been issueel, — this T say on m\ jiersorial knowdedj*’e* w'ith 
r(*fe*r<'iM'<* to the* district eif Birbhum, — that the I ninn Board rate should 
he doubb'd for jiaMiient of increaseel salary to the “chowkidars” . They 
have* to pa> , b(*side*.s these taxes, amounts by way of subscription to the 
various funds whii h the Distrie’t Authorities think fit to imj>ose upon them 
for eharihibb*, war anel e*ntertainment purpose's. These t‘onsti(ute practically 
permaient cliai 7 ^e*s which the unfortunate cultivators and lanellorris have 
to pa> if th(*y want to live in peace, unmolested b\ the District 
Authoritie*s. Over ami above the.se, I have been informed a new' kind of 
ahwdlf has been imposeel upon the cultivators w'ho have been asked to pay 
a ('ertain cjuantity of ])addy per acre for sfartinpr dharmnfjolhi.^ in villages. 
I have be(*n infornu'd that the Jute Regulation Officers are insisting; upon 
pa\ni(‘nt of these as compulsory dues. After meeting all these <*harges 
which may he said to he charges payable to the government, the unfortunate' 
cultivators and landlords have to think of their own requirements, and 
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there t]je\ will Hml th:\t they have to piirehase every article i>f necessity 
at an ejH»nii(Hixl\ pric'e 1 ha\»‘ nu «U)uht the Hon'hle the ^Finance 

MiiiivSter will liiul that alter ineetinir all the"** eharj;es, IM) per et'Ut . of th** 
people who aie hjt h\ the prc'.ent hill wouhl ha\e to* ■<nrplu> to pay (o (he 
j^overniueiit hy wa\ nf taxes, I wouhl re<p ' i the n<ui*l»!e the Finaii<‘e 
Minister in ctuisuh*!' wheihei he has lakt it all tlo'so taeiors into aectuint 

when ht^ ]uopt)seil ttt lev\ tht‘ tax on a^nii'ull ill'll iinaune. The limit 
pro[)ose*l umler the hill, as passotl h\ the l.owtu House, is Hs. 1 ,otM) m the 
case ot an iiidu itliial, aii<l Us in the ease ot a joint family I wouhl 

take up these tw*o limits. 

I wouhl like the IlonTile the Finanee Minister to i'onsi<ler w liethei- he 

has apjire(‘iat»al that tin* majontN ot th^ p<*ople wh<» are ^oin^ to he hit h> 

the projKised tax have* (<» depeml eniirel\ on theii ineoine fr«)m af 4 :ri(*ul t uial 
land ami have no otlitu sourc'e ot ineonu* tr«un which the\ can ho])e to raise 
the aiiKUint mn-es-^ary f<»r pa\in^»- the lax Now, has tht' llon'hle the h’inaiH'e 
Ministei' caiisidereil what aie the reqin i eiimn t s ot an imliviilual who is ^oin^f 
to h(‘ hit h\ till' jiresent taxr" It we eoiisidei the pro\isions of tlie Fn^^lisli 
Act, I am icterrinj.,^ to the ineonie-t.ix Act ot the \t*ai’ llUS, (')iapter -Ut, 
we will find pioxisions rt'yaidino ih<* piineiples on which tax is payable 
hy an asses, set*. \N ilh le^atd to the (juestion of ndiels which a Hritish 
tax-payei i-> entitled to obtain, provisions will hi* ftmnd in Fait 111 of the 
Act umh'i' h(‘adinj.i ' * K\ein]tt ion , Ahetment and Uclief' lien* we tind 
[iroxisions toi ^Mantinjj:^ leliel to a peison whose total incono* is assessinl. 

rndei section Hb when tin* imaune diu^s not exce4*d I'ldit, the claimant 
is (Mitith'd to eM'm]ition from income-tax I ndei seilion 11, when the 
income icxi’ceils L'l-Kt hut does not exceial i‘TtH). the <daimant is entitled to 
an ahetment Vhen the income do<‘s not exceed I'lOt), ndief trom tax is 
ffranteil iijion i'l'Jti. If the income e\e<‘eds i'hHt and does not exeeed i'htltb 
relict tiom tax is j^-iaiited upon TlOd. If the income exceeds t'titMl and d(M‘s 
not exeeiMi t'TOtl. ichef from tax is ^rtinleil upon i’Tt). 

Now, that is t Im ])!< vision with ie;j;'anl to the tax wliieh is to he laisiMl. 
'riien. We liavi' oot a piovision with iej.rar<l to relict in I'ases ot individuals 
who ha\e o-ot ineuiln'rs to maintain. Fmlef si-etjon I'J, we find that wtu-K* 
the income doi's not exceed i'SdO and the (dainiant proves that he lias a 
child oi ehildtiMi living iiniu*i th(‘ a;4<‘ <d Hi \ear.s at the conimmiceinen ( ol 
the ycai of assessment, he shall he mititled in lesjx'cf of e^•c?‘^ such (dijhl 
to relief ot a tax amounting to Here, we find a v(*ry Inuiefieial provi- 

sion which tlie Hritish authorities have incorporated , The assessee under 
the same i.s luititled to relief if lie lias j^ot a (diild to maintain to the extent 
of ,i‘2d whieli wiiuld he about lis. 4(Mt j»er \ear in India. Fri<l(‘i‘ siM-tion Id 
again, we find that in ease when the income does not ex(’e«*d TSOI) allliough 
exceeding t'ldO and the claimant jiroves that he has a wifi* living with him 
or in the ease where the elaiiuant is a widower, a ]>erson being a family 
relative of his or of his deceased wife i.s resident with him for the luirpose 
of liaving the charge and care of any child of his or that he maintains at 
his own expen, He any person being a relative of his or wife who jh 
incapacitated hy old age or infirmity from maintaining himself and wUoete 
income from all sources does not exceed £2d a year, he sliall be cutith^d, 
in respect of bis wTfe or any such family relative and in rtiHfwcl of each 
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per«ou whom he maiiitaiiis, to relief troiii tax upon Uu<ler section 14 

again, olher relief which \h to he grantcil in addition to leliels mentioned 
above are juovided tor. In cases wheie the (daiinaiit is liahh* to payment 
of super-tax, tin* rate of exemption i-, larger. In tin* A('l of 1‘r.jlJ there are 
more liberal pjovisions. 1 would like the Ilon’lde the Finance Minister to 
consider whethc*r he has consideied this asj)e(‘t ot the matter. It seems 

to me that In* prt>poses,Uo raisi* the ta.x upon all people irrespective of their* 
individual re(]uirerru‘nts wliiih would cause a great hardship up(»n peojde 
having a large family to maintain. 'I’he prineijde (»n w hii h iinome is levierl 
utnl(‘r the llritish Act seems to he that lhe\ want to touch on!\ that jiortion 
oi tin* itieome whn’h comes to hiin as a surplus alter meeting ail his require- 
ments fiom his income. 'I’his juineiple scenis ti* lu* altogether ahsent in 
the j)ro|ios<‘d Agrieiiltur al I n(‘onn*-fti \ Hill. VN’hen we consider that this 

is r<‘all\ dotihle taxatirm which r-an onl\ he levied in ea''e oi extreme aril 
unavonlahle iieci'.ssit \ , he must at the same tinn* consider tliat he ought 
not to touch any portion of tin* ineonn* winch tin* asscssee will lequire for 
the main leiiaint* of hims(*ll and his <h‘))ernh*nts. Sn, it is this piineijile 
W'hirdi I r(‘(jU(‘s( the llon’hh* the Finam-e Minister to eoiisidei and 1 want 
that this Bill should he eiictilaled lor* the puiposi* oi eln'iting public opitiion 
on (he (jiH'stion as to wln‘tln‘r, having rcgaid to the ])rc,sent tinn* and the 
provisions generally of tin* Hill, tin* public has got an\ thing to sa,\ . W’liile 
we find. Sir, that (In* Ilon’lde the I^’inaiiee Mniistei has not taken into 
oonsideral ion the above aspi'ct (d the matter, we find in the original Bill, 
ufi circulated in (In* ( iil( (nt't ft* , juovisnuis toi i(*licl practicalK for 

tin* Fiiropean communitv und(*i clauses 17 ami -18. 'I'he Si'leet Committee 

of (In* Livm*]’ ILuise omitted these clauses hut w ln*n it came to tbc laivver 

House the hhiropcan group sought to r»*-ins(*it lliesi' ])rovisioijs and although 
the ()]>posiiion poinl(*d out that (lie r»*-i riser t nm ot tin'si* piovisious would 
he detiimi'utai to tin* interest ot the Heiipal la\-])a\ei. the ( lovernmcnt had 
til accept the am(*mlment. I icservi* m\ opinion on the ('laus(*s tliems(*lves 
hut I ref(*r tlii.s matter at (his stage lor (he puiposi* oj impressing upon the 
Jlon’hlr* the Finance .Miiristr*!* to consider whether or not it was onl_\ fair and 
t‘i|uitahh* (hat vvliih* eoiisidenng tin* < laim ol I’!uio]»ean 1ax-pay(*i,s to r»*lief 
(I ma\ say at once that thev net'd not have < lalmed this ieli(*t). In* slnmld 
iiol have given the same consideration lor granting i-eliet to the uritortunate 
cultivators and landlords who are g<»ing to he taxt*d by this Bill Should 
he not consider that tin* pt'Ojih* of the eountrv are entitled to livt* fairlv ami 
comfortably on (he income whieli t}n*\ have <*arin*d after hard lahour and 
that thcN slionhl he asked to (lay iiH‘onn*-ta\ onlv out id' (lie sur])lus as in the 
ease of (he British tax-payerr' As a matter of tact, tin* Hui()]»ean group 
claims relief on the })rineiph‘s of (he provisions coiitaiin'd in tire British 
Act. If (he Flurojiean memhers are entitled to relief on tin* ]iriiiei}de set 

out in the British Act, I fail to see whv the Indian tax-jia_ver should not 
he giv(‘ii relief which is to he found in the other parts of the same Act. 

I would like to im]>ress upon the memhers of the House that we represent 
eonstitueneies eousisting of electorates which wfuild he hard hit by the 
provisions of this Bill, excepting only a very few people. The fact that the 
Bill has come out of the Lower House does md relieve us of our respoin 
sibility. We, the memhers of this House, have to explain to our consti* 
tueneies whether we have placed their grievances with regard to this 



l»44.] 


AiiiiK ri;ri RAL in( umk-tax bill. 


8g5 


particular Bill before thin Houne. A*» a matter of fact, I woukl like to 
impresfn upon the hoiinurahle iuetnhei«* who are .support iu^ (ioveriinieut 
Unlav that in allow intr this Bill to he mmjI tuit tor the purpose of circnihitiou 
and loi elicilin^^ puhlit' opinion there«»n the> are not ^»uu)r afraiusl the 
(iovei iiinent ; tlie\ wouhi onl\ h«* \t>tin^ t'o- a ihunand whieli allows the 
coii.^tit uciieies whicii the> lepiennit to exprens their vu‘\\s on tht* provisionH 
ot the Bill. 1 suhniil that tiie lequest whieh I make .shouhl he <*oivsidered 
reasoiiahle 'and tins Bill shtmhl he “^eiit out ioi eireulation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: thilei, oidei Three aiiieiidnuMit have hf*en luovtMl. 
ihie ha." heen ino\ed hs Mi llaiida.s Ma/.uiudai that the Bill he eireulated 
for th(’ purpose of <‘lu‘iliii}^ opinmn tluMeon h\ the dlst Deeeiuhei, 11144; 
another h\ Mi. lailit ('handra Das that the Bill heeiieulatv 1 toi‘ thepuiposeot 
eiieitinj 4 ‘ o[»inion ther»‘(m h\ (he dl"t .lul\. MM4. ami \ t*t another hv 
Mr. Bankiin ( handra Mukheiiee that the Bill he toreulateil t»>r the ])urpose 
(d eli -itin^ puhlie opinion h\ the ’tdih .(une. Id44 

Tin* ainendinent" aie now open to discussion. 

(Aitiu a pause j 

I take it tliat iheie is no sj»e,ikei 1 shall. thiMidore^ eall upon the 
Hoii’hle Ministio in ehai)^e to iepl\ to tin* \.iiious ,i niemi imm t s that Imve 
heen uiovimI. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mi Ihesi.hnt. Sn. 

1 shall he \ei\ hiiet in opposing the tliiei* motions toi eiKulation (d tin* 
Bill. I do not lliink an\ e.is»* h.»s Keen made <iut toi eiieulatino the Bill 
!»)( elieitin^ opinion tlieieon As I stated at the outset, tin* main teatnres 
ot the Bill lone heen hetoie the pnidii' loi s«‘Veial months and it was eaietully 
coiisxlered in one Select ( tnninittee sonnM\heie 

As leoaids I 1 h‘ aeeiis.ition that t lie Bill, as settled in another phoa*, s(H‘ks 
to exeinjil the Ihiiopean t(‘a-^.irden owners fiom this t.i\. I wish to sa \ 

eni plial i<a 1 1 \ that not onl\ ha\e w <' not j^iven anv exemjition in iavoiii of 

Ixuiopean inteicsts, hut that we ha\e nettiMl in then entire ineonie within 
the piiMtew ot this taxation 1 do not Idaine stjine hononrahie imuiilieiH 
ot the House toi havin^^ in isumlei stood what w.is pro\ ide«| in <dans(* 4(l(/M 
in anothei plaia* 4’his is a xer\ teclinieal Bill and this clause rai.ses a 
paitieuhnlv technical jioint It was point<‘d out hv Mr. Bankiin ( hamlru 

Mnkiiei)ee that (dausc^ 17 and 4.S ot tfi<* onyina! Bill, as pul>lishe(| in the 

(inirttf, wt'ie omitted hy t h<‘ Seh*e1 ( 'oinmittee. 'The ori^-iiial 

elaiis«* IS was not testoreil and that clause wiws oim‘ which I could not 

(auiseicnt loiislv ac(‘C])t. Clause 4(»(</t, (Mr Bvnkim ('iMM)K.\ 
M fh ill 11 1 l.K ; 4'here is no (danse 4(i(//i in the Bill as pass(*d h> the 

Asscmhlv.) Y(*s, I know, hut it was 4(i(//» as it was aetiiallv passed in the 
olhei' House It is a replica of tin* orij^inal (lausi* 47 Honourahle 

incnihcis will toi^jj-ivc me it I do not 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, Hn re is no r lau c 4(i( / 1 

in the Bill as we liavc ^ot now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yes. I know ami 

1 am sorry; hut it was r<*fcircd to in several sjiccchcs as claiisi* 
today — 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: IWil.I.v H i- cJaiwe 49 , 
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Tha Hon’bia Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: It is 49, as it appears 
ill the Bili heioru the House; I know that very well. But I ineut ioiied it as 
4(>(aj, as several houourahle ineiiihet.s had been referring to it a.s 4(i(r/), as 
originally passed in another place. I liope honcjurahle members will forgive 
me if I do not take up their time at thi.^ stage in explaining the jirovision of 
what is now clause 49 of the Bill un<l which, as 1 have said, was passed as 
clause 4b(<^; ill another place. It is a question relating to double taxation 
and reciprocal relief, and 1 claim that no European interest has bet^i specially 
favoured. 

Then, there is another point which was raised, namely, that the Bill does 
not “ear-mark the {iroceeds of the lax for a i»aiticu1ar purpo'^t*. M\ 
answer was anticijiated fiy some honourable mem})ers, namely, that it is bad 
finauie. Sir, after all what is the ])urpose of public finance'' Public finance 
is the jH-oceeds of the whole income. You have to take the entire income 
of the State for its a])]dicaition to different puijioses and I do maintain that 
it is bad finantje to car-mark the procecals of this income-tax for a particular 
purpose. Further, Sir, if the honouralde menibers carefully exauMue the 
budget, the,\ w^mhl find that an enormous sum has been allotted for the 
improvement of agriculture. It is true that in the past agriculture liad 
been a neglec.ded subj(*ct ; but we have made (moiinous provision and have 
undertaken scli«*mes of irrigation which will involvt* large sums of monev 
wdiich will be ancillary to agiicultural schemes. 'I'hc j)Tdcee<l.s o{ lids tax 
will be a small fraction of the amount that tl(»\mnment will sjiend thi> year 
and in the succeeding years on the improvmmmt oj agiicullurc Hesidecs, I 
want to correct another niis<’onc(*pt ion . Tin' wends td the Floud Commission 
on the subject ar(' not before me but the meaning and purpoM* of those words 
are (piite clear to me. The authors of tin* Floud Commission wme mmi of 
intelligmice and it cannot be said ol them that the> would suggest that the 
proceeds of this tax should be i*ar-maik<*d for agricullinal de\ elojnnent . 
Sir, the })roce(*ds of this tax would be available to t iovei ninmit foi the 
imjiroveimmt ol agricultun'. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: i bat ( (unes to the sanM‘ thing". 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I may say l.ere. 

Sir, that we shall utilise evei\ penn\ ot the jirocetMU id tin’s tax towards 
the improvement of agricultun*. ma> ver\ mmdi more I have not the 
Report of tin* Floud ('ommis.siou with im* hen* 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of information. 
Sir, 1 may g-ive the Hon’lile Minister the exact wording of the Floinl ('oni- 
mis.sion in this n*spect. It says this: “We are strong-l\ of opinion that 
if the agricultural income-tax is imimscd, it shouUl be a])plied sedely for the 
improvement of agriculture or tor projects connected wdtb agricultural 
mutters.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: It is exactly what 
I wu.s saying. 

Then, as regards the question as to whether this is the proper time to 
impose a tax on agricultural income. 1 will submit. Sir, cruel tbougli the 
W'ords may sound, that this is the appropriate time for inaugurating taxa- 
tion of agricultural iucome.s. I would request the honourable members 
not to forget that we are taxing not the poor man but a person wbo.se net 
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income from this source is not less than Its, 3,500. And a net income of 
Rs. 3.500 means a ffross income of Hs. to Ks. l<h(H)0. Such people are 

gfettinp: very hiix\i i»rice for their a^rricnltural produce. 

I do not think that an\ other serious points liave hetm put ftuward ajid 
at thi^ ^ta^o* I sliall not anythinjr more ex<'ept that 1 oppose the motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 propose, at first, to put to vole the amendment of 
Mr. Haricla.-n Mazumdar that the Hill he idrculated for the pur])osc ot eli» itin;.r 

opinion thert*on h\ the 31. st Dccemhei-, 1044. If that is deteatinl. Mi. Lalit 

(diamlra Das's anumdment that tin* Hill he <*iT‘culated toi- tin* ]mipose of 
elic'itMig' opinion tln*renn 1)\ the 31 ‘.t .)ul\. 1044; if (hat aUo is tit‘ieatt'd. then 
the amendnn’iit of Mi. Hanknn ( handra Mukherjee to ('ireulate the Hill tor 
tin* jmipos.e of eliciting pnldic opinion 1»\ tin* 3()th .lune, 1044. 

The (piestnm hetiui* the Ilou^e w that the Hill he (’irculated foi the 
purpose of eln ilin^ ojiinion iheiei)n h\ the 31s( l)ect*ml)er, l!f44. 

t'i’he motion ^^as nej^atived.i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 he (|Ue'*tion hefim* the House is (hat the Hill he 

circulated for the pni)H»Ne <if vlieitni^*^ opinion theieon h\ fin* 31st duly, 1044. 

(The motion A\as ne;.»'at i\ (i^l i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'IIm* <{uestion iH>foir the House is that fiie Hill he 

circulated foi the puiposc of tdicitinj^ ojiinion iheieon hy the 3t)th dmn*, 

1044. 

(The motion ua*' ne^.;:** ^ i' ed . ) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mi 1 nsideni, Sir, 1 he^ 

to mov(‘ that the Hill he rdeired to a <'onimitt»*e of tin* whole (’hamla‘r for 
consideration of tin* provisions uf tin* Hill 

I think, Sn . that I hav<* to explain \\h\ 1 move ni^\ motion for referrinj^ 
tin* Hill to a coniinitfee of the wlndc Chamher after m\ motion for circulafion 
has h(*en lost. If we look tti the proMsion.s of the Hill, we find that tin* 
Hill consists of (»fi sections and a Sihcdule, spreadinj^: ov«*r ‘dS closely 
priiil('<l toolscap pa;zes .irni some oi tin* sretions rovt‘Tin^- in pi inf ‘J [laj^eH, 
] pa<je and 3 paj.^'es It is necessai\ that the niemheis id this House 
.slloilM he e-iven an oppoilunit \ to esaniiin* the plan isions of the Hill and fn 
express then ojiinion with ref«'M*iice to the pro\ ision.s in the Hill and fo 
coiisidei whether an> of the provisions slionhl he altered or ameinied in 
the h;;ht of their own individual opinion Sir. uc in this House r(‘preseof, 
'const mn'inn’s ^^luch, with feu liononrahh* cxce]>1ions, will all he hit }i\ 
tin* ]uovisions f*f the Hill c would like, tlicrefore, in the cnnimillce to 

have an ojnnion of the hononnihh* inemheis of the House as to how coiiHfi< 
tuencies whom the\ lopTesent would he lot h\ this Aet. d’he Hon’hh* tlie 
Finance Ministei has just now stated that lie wants to tax the inflateil ineomes 
of those [)eo]>le who hav<* ^ot ini'oincs of Ks, T.HtK) to IN 10, OIK), 1 tliink f 
heard him correctlx, hnf if I am wrouf:: the Hon hie Finarn'e Minister w'ill 
correct me 

The Hofi'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Gross imrune 
Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am sorry to ^ay. Sir, 

that when the Tfon’hle Kinanee Minister spr>ke tliaf he wanted fo toneh the 
gross inconn* of Us, 7.000 to Us. 10, OIK). In* should liave cons-iflered that he 
was going beside the Hill and was speaking on a point which was not 
relevant. AV^hat he hae «ai<l w'ae the net income. After all, what i#* groaa 
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income P Out of u j^ross income of Rs. Ks. 'f.oOO got'H out from the 

pocket of the uHsesHee for the imrpose of collectin^r that income. That is 
the tjanis hovv a ^rass inc(>iiic js. calculatert. Fr«uii a man’s ^ross income, 
*.c., from his entire procee<l.s ol t}»e cultivation he lia.s to |>a\ out the cost 
f»f cultivation and he has to meet other «‘xpenses. I am sorr> to say that 
the Hon’hle the Finaiu*e Minister in Npeakin^ that he was pfoiniLj: <o touch 
the people whose ^»'ross in(‘om(> was Rs. T.tHMt tried to imjiression 

tliat he was not Inttin^ those peo[)le who hav»* ^ot h\s,s inerune. 

I suhmit that it wa.s not appropriate t(»r the Mon’hle Finanee ^linister 
to ret(M to ^ooss ineoiiM* of I{s. T.tltHt. He oufrht to have referriMl to the 
provisions of the Rill whieli say that he is jj^oinj^; to tax individuals whos*‘ 
income is IN. d,l)t)() onls . W'hat I am ^oin/^ to suluiiit is; has he taken into 
considma t ijui the expenses of those people \s lio have a total income of 

Rs », (stilly As a matter <d fact, we have in (he sister ]>rovinc(' of 

Riliar an Aji^neull ural In(‘(mie-ta\ Act where no tax is li^vied uj) to an 

im’onm (d Rs. d.IMKI; hut we know that the j»eo]ih* of IRliar so {;n as a^ri- 
eilltuie is eoneerned are murdi heller oti tlian tlie people of lietiejl 'Phere- 
fore, w lien Im‘ jdaees the lowest limit at Rs. )••’)(lt», Im‘ should have eonsid(*red 
the various piovisioiis with re^»-arii to leliet reteiied to in m\ jiM'vious 
mcdiot, lot eireiiiation. as provided in tlie i’in*.! lisli Ait Suppose, a maids 
ineoim' is IN and he has ^ot onl> hims<dt and Ids wite to maintain; 

th(‘n he will hav<* to pa\ on(‘ tax. Rut it an individual with a taniilv of ten 
or twelve, as \er\ idteii fiapjieris. has ^ot to j»a\ an imom(“-fa\ from an 

income of Rs. d,d()(l, he will then he hard hit So fliat in the end it will 
he found that eitiier lits niovaldes will he attaehetl oi he will hi* soul to jail 
and a warrant will have to he issued tm le.ilisinj^ his tax As a matttu' of 
fact, lliat is touiid to he the east* \ei\ otteu w lien ineoim'-ta\ umlei the 
Indian lneome-(a\ Act is realised d'lii'i efore. 1 sa\ lliat when >011 are 
^oin^»' to jmf a tax on a man’s a<.;rieult ura I ineonu' including the .imount 
that he needs for his sustenance, then \ on will have to coiisuhu Ills iet|Uire- 
ments also. If the Rill, tliereloie. is retn(‘d t<t a ( (unmittee id the whole 
IInus(‘, then th<‘ memi>ers will have an oppoitunitv of expiessinjr their 
opinion as to whether |>(M)ple havinji a mU im’ome ot ov('i Rs. I .olMI should 
h(* taxed indiscrimiuatelv Irrespective ot tlie iiuiuhei ot memheis whom thev 
have to maintain. iM'es]>ecliV!' ot tlodr ovv 11 recjui MMueiit s. and ii 1 espect iv;‘ 
(d oilier (’onsiderat ions, as I liava' (pioted from the Fn^lisli Act It, as a 
matter of fact, we are follow inj^- tin* 1 iiu’ j)i im iph's of taxation and are raisine* 
laxat'on-for the purpose of the ♦general administration of the coiinttv, vve 
ou^ld to see that the people who aie earning- this inconK* are .dlowed to 
live faitlv and comtortahlv and without au> want. It is oul\ out (d the 
sur])lus imMUue that thev mav he a.sk<‘d to jjrive a j'arl as iueonie-tax. If. 
theiefore, the Bill he referred to a eommitt<‘e of the w lude llousn. then the 
llon’hh' Finauee Ministei will have an oppoitunitv ot havine opinions of 
memhms from diffmc'ut vunts of the Provinei*. As a matter of laid, I think 
it will he admitted 011 all hands that in a Hindu familv vv»' have j;ot, every 
one of Us, to mainUiin a larjre iiumher of memhers. almost all the types 
of pm sons vvlio are refmred to in the provisions of the Kiijjlish Act. It is 
for that jnirpo.se that I have tahled this motion to refer this Bill to a 
Committee of the wdiole Chamber. If the Hon’ble Miuister consider that 
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this Bill should be placed permanently on the Statute Book, it is neoesaary 
that should not be hasty or p:o oi\ hurriedly with this piece of legislation 
and impose this burden upon the people of this province, particularly when 
it is admitted that their taxable limit has been readied and when they are 
unable to bear the burden of any new taxation any further. 

Sir, I do not agree with the Hon’ble the Finance Minister when he says 
that these landlords — it may be that there are some hiiullords who have 
been able to collect their full rents this year — are able to collect their rents 
as a general rule. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has not considert^ 
the requirements of the peii]»]c whom he wants to tax. As a mutter of fact, 
if we refer the Bill for the c<»nsi(lei‘ati<»n of the members of the whole House, 
we would get the assistance ot tlt«‘ nieniluMw td‘ the House for eon,sideratioii 
of the various provisions of the Hill. I'akc for instance, tht' provision with 
reganl to se(‘ti(»n 4H, as passed b\ the Assemhly. What is the provision? 
The provision is, “the l’n)vin< i:4 < iovei nnient may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, make j)ro\ision ff»i tlie gi anting of relief in resptud. of 
agricultural income on which Ixith ag? ii uitiiral income-tax under this Act 
and other income-tax have heen paid : 

(2) for th(‘ purpose of thi> ‘otln'r income-tax’ means any income- 

tax, super-tax or sur-tax (diaigod under 

(a) any law of a pioviiico other titan Ihuigal iii foti’c in that province, 
or— this (dausr* v«‘f\ nnjiortant - 

(h) any law in forci* in an\ Indian State, or any ]>art of His Majestj’'* 
(lomin ions, or in the (‘mtcil Kingdom. 

When* the laws of such pr<oince, Siato oi part of His Majcst\',s DoiiiiiiionM, 
or of the L'nitcd Kingdom, .is the cano may he, proviilc for relief in rcspiul 
of tax (diargcd on income both in sindi provinciu State oi purl of His 
Afaj<*sty's Dominions, or in the I'liited Kingdom, as tlo* ease may he, and 
in Herigal, which ap[)(‘jiis to tin* Hiovineijil (lovetnmeiit to eorrespoiid to 
the relief whirdi nm\ be grunted under this s<*<‘t ion ' 

Now, Sir, here is a provision whn-h refers to a provision of a Statute 
wliicb is in force in the l iiited Kingdom. Hut may I r(»f<*r tf) weetiori 27 of 
the Finance Act of referred to in the Hill jis puhlislicul in tin* (Uilcutt(( 

(icizvtte hut which Inis f>e<*n omitted from the Hill as jiasHed l>> the TiOW(‘r 
House? The special signiticunee ot rlie section whieli occurs in the Knglish 
Act may not be understood, a*' tin* Fijianee Minister himsrdf has admitted. 
May I refer to section 27 of tlie Knglish Act which provides for relif‘f in 
respect of the Dominion Jn<ome-ta\ Act? I am reading from section 27, 
of MMl (leorge V, f’hapter IS, which says, “If any jierson wlif) has paid, 
l>y deduction or otherwisr*, or is liable to pay, ^United Kingdom income-tax 
for any year of asse.ssiiKmt on any part of his income jiroves to the satisfac- 
tion of the S[>ecia] T oiniiiissioners that he has paid Dortiiniori irieorne-tax' 
for that year in respe<‘t of the same part of his income, he shall be entitled 
to relief from United Kingdomi income-tax paid or payable by him on that 
part of hi.s income at a rate thereon to be determined as follow’s: — 

The Hon’bte Mr. TUtSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: The relief will be 
from the British Treasury up to a certain stage. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Th.- Min/sipr m-.J 

not be in a hnrry. I was ^oing to say that. What is really the provinion 
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hereP* Not^from the tax that the European tax-payer has to pay here. But 
he will get suitable relief in respect of the tax payable in the United King- 
dom. Now, Sir, let us look to clause (o » of .section 27 which says, “if the 
Dominion rate of tax does not exceed one-half of the appropriate rate of 
United Kingdom tax, the rate at which relief is to be given shall be the 
Dominion rate of tax:”. But if we look to the provision of section 49 of 
the presoiii Bill, as passed in the Assembly, we find a provision like this — 
“* • * may by notification in the Otiicial (iazette, make provision for the 
granting of relief in respect of agrioultural income on which both agricultural 
income-tax have been paid.’' 

What is the meaning of the words “granting of relief”. What relief 
the Bengal (Government is going ])rovide 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Mukhcriee, how hmg will you take to finish 
your sjmech P 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, this is a very important 
Bill, i shall take some more time to finisli. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I tlien adjourn tlie House till 1-‘H) p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The f'^mneil then adjourned till 1-dO p.m. on Wediu'sday, the 24th May, 
1944. 

Members Absent. 

The follow'ifig iiKMiihers w(*re absent from tin' m(*etiiig helil on the 2‘lrd 
May, 1944: — 

(1) Kh an Hahadur Nazirnddin Ahnnol. 

(2) Khun Sahib Nniul Amirc 

(d) Hai Bahadur K. ('. Bantojet'. 

(4) Mr. S. (’. ( hakravert i. 

(a) Mr. IlumaNun l{(‘za ('how«lhnr\. 

((>) Mr. N. Datta. 

(7) Mrs. K. D'Ko/.ario, 

(5) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) Khan Baha«]ur .Vhdiil (itd’ran 

(It)) Mr. M. B. .lai[>uria. 

(11) Mr. Humayiin Z. A. Kahir. 

(12) Mtuilami Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(Id) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(14) Mr. N. N. Moholanahish. 

(la) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(Hi) Mr. U. S. Bur.'^.sell. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M\iklesur Rahainan. 

(18> Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(19) Dr. K. »S. Ray. 

(29) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(21) Mr, S. N. Sanyal. 

(22) Khan Bahadur M. Shaiusuzzoha. 

(23) Mr. J. W, R. Steven, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44 — No. 41. 


Thk Council met in the Legislative Council of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 24th May, 1944, at l-dO p.m., 
being the forty-jfirst day of the First Session of 11)44, pursuant to section 
62(<2)(o) of the (iovernmeiit of India Act, 11)35. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy J*ras.\i) Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Detenu Sri jut Amulya Mukhorjee. 

168. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Dutta) ; Will (he llon’lde Mini.ster in charge of the Tloint* Depurtnient he 
pleased to state 

(a) if Srijut Ainul\u Mukherjee, iorinerly u resident of Comilla. is a 
detenu; if so. how long- he has Is'en under detention; 

(h) if the ( r{)\ eminent are awan* that in his family he has aged parent®, 
an unmarried .sister and another lndpl<*ss widowed sist(*r with a 
child; 

( c) if the (iovernmeiit aie aware that tliese inemlKUH dt his family have 
no means of suhsist<*n< (‘ and are pract ii-ally li\ing on charit y from 
the jnihlic; and 

{d ) if the (Tovernnient have sanctioned any allowance for th(» family, if 
not, whether he pro|X)ses tf> consider the (juestion of sanetioning 
11 suita))le allow ance and give dire<‘tion in this matter P 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’bie Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : ia) Yes. Since Septemher, 11)40. 

(h) Ye^. 

{(') I have no such information. 

(d) T instituted an emjuirv on the financial jHisition r>f Mr. Muklierjee*® 
family and am satisfied that this is not a fit case for financ ial help. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state what was the agency through which that enqiiirv was lield P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As usual, througli the District authority. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: W’^ill the Hon’hle Minister he plc>ased 
to state when this enquiry was instituted and wlien it came to an end P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: This enquiry waB instituted nearly one year afro. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: What was the re.sult of that enquiry? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It transpired as a result of the enquiry that Its. 140 
was the income of the family per month, and that the prisoner was not an 
earning member of the family. 

lAO t # 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The family oonsisted of how many 
members ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That i.s aireaily noted in the question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is that all H 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes 

Soaroity of X-ray films. 

169. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Or. Kumud Sankar Ray): (//> Will the Hon’hle Mini.ster in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-(iovernmeut Department be pleased to state 
whether Government are aware of the great difficulty experienced by the 
different hospitals and private radiologists of Bengal in securing X-ray 
films without whicli it is not possible to carr\ on the treatment of many 
oases y 

(h) Do the Government contemidate arranging for an adecjuate supply 
of X-iay films jn the immediate future!-" 

(r) Do the (ioxernmerit juiquise to ie(jiH‘st the militaiv authorities to 
release immediately at least some films for use tor the ciNil i>opuIatitm until 
adequate sujiply is anangcul tor h\ this fioveinment fnuii al>road ‘r 

((h Are the (Tovernment aware that a stock of X-ra\ films intended for 
Bengal li-as arriv(‘d at Bombay and that owing to railway Issiking restric- 
tions t.h(‘ <lespatch of the same to Bengal is ludiig delaycMl!" If so, will 
Governm(Mit take necessary steps to arrang-e with propm authorities for the 
priority for d(*spat<-h of the Hlms by jmsscnger train to make tlie stock 
available for us<* in Bengal with buist }K>ssible delay ;" 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’bte Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): tai Yes 

{{}) rndei- instructions of tlu‘ l)ire< tor-General. Indian Medical Service, 
orders for reijuirements of Stale hosjutals were plactsl with im|>orting firms 
but they were unable to supply tliem for want of stork 

(c) The military authorities were reijiiested but they have regretted their 
inability to lelease X-ray films. 

(d) Yes, the Regif)nal (’ontrollers of Hailway Priorities of Bombay and 
OHlcutta have already luH^n idovihI in the matter 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY; Sir, what alnuit my question 
No. lotiy I liave been asking this (piestion for some time past but I have 
got no answer What is the reason ^ Is it bet-ause tlio Supply Minister 
is trying to avoid this question or is it that certain portion of his portfolio 
has been relinquished ? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: The Hon'ble Minister has sent the 
file to the Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Biren Hoy. for answ^ering the ques- 
tion. 1 presuuu', Mr. Hoy probably bas not received the file as yet. So 
I think the question may be answered on the next day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. I had tabled a short-notice ques- 
tion of which also I liave got no reply. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Which question is that-^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is about the price of rice at Dacca. 
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Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: That question also will b« answered 
by Mr. Biren Hoy loj^ether with tht* other oik. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: W hen V 

Mr. ME8BAHUD0IN AHMED. iho next sitting day. 

Points of Information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir. ! had askeil a <juestiou about the 
Dacca riots. The Parliaioentarv Secretary told us the tither day that as 
«oon iiK Sir Naziniuddin returnetl from Dacca he would make a statement 
or give a reply to nn que.stioii. May 1 kiuiw what has happened to that 
quCvstion, Sir? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 am very Morr\ that it escaped us; it W'ill be 
answered on the next sitting day 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I ha\c still aiiothei point to raiae. 
Sir, and that is about /y/iof/*rution to the llimlu deities. Sir Naziniuddin 
told us in your presence the otlu‘r day that within the ni‘xt 7 or 10 days a 
statiunent would be made (Ui tin- subjeel ainl the decision of (Jovcrnmeiit 
annnunciMl Ma\ I know what h.i'* huppiuied t-ii thiv mattci aNo ? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: iN^rhajis tht^ House is aware that the 
Hon'ble the ('lii(‘f Mini'^tei w;is .iwa\ at Daeca for some days 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, no. d'he statement would he made 
not by the Chief Minister but by tin* Hon'ble Minister for ('ivil Supplies. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: The ({m*stion will be answered on the 
next sitting <iay, Sir 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The Chiet Ministei promised to 
announce a decision on this matter i<)da;> . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I had an informal talk with the Hon'hle Minister 
for Civil .Supplies and h<* casually mentioned to me that he was dealing 
with the matter. That is all 1 (‘an say. It is for tin* (lovernment to inform 
W'hen the statement will be made in the House. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: We shall tro, to answer it on the 
next day. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The H ouse will now resume discu.ssion of the 
motion to take the Bengal Agricultural liiconie-tux Hill into (ainsideration. 
Mr. Bankim (diaiidra Mukherje^e. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr President, Sir, 
yesterday I wa.s referring to section 27 of the English Finance Act of the 
year 1920, Act 10 & 11, (ieorge V, Chapter 18. Fortunately, Sir, while 
I was reading sub-section (/), the Hon’ble the Finance Minister suddenly 
got up and stated that that relief would be obtained from the United 
Kingdom and not here. I would like to know what exactly induced the 
Hon’ble Minister to agree to the incorporation of section 49 in the Lower 
House. Is it the case that the assessee under section 49 will not be given 
any relief with regard to any" amount which he has to pay to the Bengal 
Government, or that all this relief w"ill be obtained from the United King"* 
dozQ — or whether it is the case that while he is entitled to aome relief from 
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th<* Unitfd Kinffdom, he alw> entitled to nome relief from the Provincial 
Government liere?' It in nece»Mary that thih matter sh<iiil(l he (larified and 
not left va^»’ue. The Hon’hle Finanre Miiii‘»ter in the < nurse of his reply 
to tlie motion for rireulatioii of the Hill stated that this sent ion wa^ a very 
techuM'ttl one, I mean necrtifin 4U. 

I admit, Sir, that the «ertion is a teehnieal cine and that there is room 
for miHapfireliension. Hut f think it will l«* admitted on all hands that 
if there is any room for misapprehension, the Hon’hle the Finance Minister 
fihould have ch*ared it up and stated exaetl\ what the implir at ion of elauje 
49 is. It would not he fair to ask the Hous«* tf> pass this measure without 
knowing'’ <learly what he intendeil hy the ineurporation of clause* 49. As 
a inattiT oi iaet, we find nothin^^ clearly stated in claus<* 49. Sir, the 
numlier 4!t is u peculiar nuniher to us and I hope that had n<»thinjj: to do 
with th<* incorporation of the provision of the Hill itself. It sa>s. ‘‘The 
Provincial (iovernnient may hy notification in the Dtficial (tazette make 
provision ' and so on. Hut wliat the jirovmirm is. that i*. not elearl\ stated 
in the elaus(‘ ami he has not eltMred il up in tli»‘ course of his sp(a*ch either, 
beyond htatiri^ (hat there is room f<»r misappieheiision I •snhinit. Sir, 
that he should have taken flie lltuise into eonfitleiui' and stated elearly 
what he meant hy this clause. 'Plus matter w.»s sj>ecifically referred to by 
me in th(‘ ('ourse of my speech on the motion for circulation; hut he did 
m>t car«* (<» rcpl\ to it. It was heiii}i- <'iaiiiHMl h\ the flov eminent side and 
also h\ tin* Kuropean ^.froup tliat the Hen^ml Kxclieijuer will not suffer a 
pice on account of tins clause heinj^ incorporated in the Hill and that, a» 
a matter of fact, relief will he ^iveii h\ the I nited Kingdom ami not hy 
the Hi-n^'a! lixelietjuer. It that is so, then I submit the insertion of (duuse 
49 is iueanin^^:les,H and rtMlundant as this reln f is alreads provideil for in 
aection ‘27 (»f the Kn^lish Aet Hut if it is inttmded that relief l^ to be 
given beyoinl what is aflforderi under section 27 of the Knglisli Art. then 
the Ilon’hh' the Finamo* Ministr^r should ha\e had (he euuragt* to state 
plainly before thi‘ liousr* that the (iovernment of Bengal wants to give to 
them the relief imluated in clause 49 I .siihniit. Sir. that this matter 
ought not to have been left vague by the Hou’hle the Finance Minvster. If 
we compare the twi> sections — sertion 27 of the Knghsh Finance Art and 
clause -Pi of (he present Hill and examine the provisions a little more eloaely, 
we w'ill find that there i.s a good deal of substance in what the Opposition 
says, namely, that some ndief is ]>roposed to ht‘ given and that the Bengal 
Kxche([uer is going to lose some revenue by reason of the ojicration of 
c\aupt> 49, As a luattcT of fact, 1 am now speaking in connection with my 
motion for referntig the Hill the (’ommittee of the whole Ufiamher, 90 
that this matter may he di.sciisscd ladore that rr>mmilte*» and wc mav know 
wViat exactl\ tlo' pt>sition on both "ules i*«. 

Now, Sir. if we look to section 27 of the English Finance Act, — I will 
read once again this section, because it is rather a technical subject and I 
should clear up the matter as far as possible ^ — we find; “If any person who 
has paid by deduction or otherwise or is liable to pay to United Eaugdom 
income-tax for income or an assessment of any part of his income, provea 
to the satisfaction of the Special Commissioners that he has paid Dominion 
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income-tax” (Dominion tax is like the Afjrricultural inootne-tax which i 
are now considering) “for that year in respect of the same part of fa 
income, he shall be entitled to relief from the United Kingdom income-ti 
paid or payable by him on that part of his income at a rate to b«» determine 
as follows’’. As a matter of fact, it has been held that Dominiou Ac 
include the Indian Acts b\ reason of certain courts holding that view, ihouji 
technically India has mU received the Dominion Status. If the Dominit 
income-tax does not exceed half of the rate of the United Kingdom ineom 

lax, the rate at which relief is to he given shall be the Dominion rate < 

tax. Therefore, the relief wdiich the assessee will get from the Unitt 

Kingdom w'ould be the tux payable under the Donniiion Act, if tl 

IXmxinion tax does not exceed half of the United Kingdom tax. Now, 
we look to the rates, we will lind that so far as the United Kingdom rat 
ar« concerned, they vars from year to year and we do not know exact 
what would be the rate when this Act comes into torce, that is one ye 
from the 1st April. ; hut the tax which an assesses* has to pay und 

the Bt'Ugal A<t has been puividet) in the Sclualuh* ami there wi* have 
luaxinuim rate of '2 annas ti |>»t*s in the ru|a*e when tlu» imaune is more tlu 
Ks. l.oOn. 'Phcn. tlic extent of rebel which thc> will gel troni tlie Unib 
Kingiloni w<iul(l he half of the Dominion rate. If we take tin* ratr as it wi 
in llli^th — the rate in that year w’as, 1 hebe\e, l» shillings in th«‘ pound,- 
half of that would he d shillings and that would b** about roughly oni*-sixl 
so far as the Ufiited Kingd<un t,i\ is coneeimMl Now, tlo* itiuigal .\i't all 
provi<les toi one>iNth ami thriefon» the ta\ i^ almost eiiual and so the reli 
which the .iss«‘ssfi* Would get trom the 1 nited Kingilom wouhl be half tl 
tax, tli.il i-'. 1 anna 5 pies .im| not the entire tax. 'I'hat being so, wdi; 
waaild happen in the tematning 1 anna d pie-^ !" I mlei siM tion 4b w li, 
hanpeii'* Is (hi-. he would get i atina d pie- lelief fiom the Tnited Kmgiloi 

You will have to pa\ J annas (» pies t ndei the j>tovision of this se 
turn he is entitled to a lebef. Umlei -eetion 4b tin* Proviindal (iovernme 
nuiy h\ notification in the tfffieial tJa7.«‘tte make provision for tlie grauiii: 
of relief in n»sp(*(’t of ugrniiltural 'income on whieli imth the ugrieultur 
income-tax under this .\< t ami otliei im »inie-ta\ have been piuM foi tl 
}>urpt>-e of this section tHhci income-tii\ nican- an\ income-tax, super-ti 
or sur-tax charged under aiiv law of u province other than Bengal. Her 
Sir, I would submit that there is a lacuna in tlie provision of the Ac 
There is no other income-tax in the province. Possibly in Assam there 
a tax hut that is not payable in Bengal. There is one (ax that is payal) 
under the Central Act There i- no pro\ ision for that in the Bill itsel 
That Is a lar una. Some provision ought to }>e there. But apart from tbu 
what I was going to point out was that clause (2)(h) of setbion 4b #a; 
that — 

“(i?) For the purpoaes of (his section 'other income-tax' means ar 
income-tax, «upt*r-tax or sur-tax charged umler 

(h) any law in force in any Indian State, or in any pari ol llig Majett^ 
Dominions, or in the United Kingdom where the \awH oi ar 
Province, State or part oi PLia Majesty’ a DoininiouH, or oi 
United Kingdom, as the case may he, provide for reliei 
respect of tax charged on income both in such Province, S 



m 


AGRICULTURAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


[24th Mat, 


or part o! His Majesty’s Dominions, or in the United Kingdom^ 
as the case may be, and in Bengal, which appears to the 
ProTincial Government to correspond to the relief which may be 
granted under this section.” 

Now, Sir, there is no doubt that the section is vague and the intention 
has not been clearly expressed. It has been left to be cleared up by notifica- 
tion in the Gazette by the Provincial Government. Is it the intention of 
the Government to grant the relief in respe<‘t of 1 anna and d pies which 
the assessee will not be entitled to uinb‘r the English Finance Act? In the 
English Act that point lias been made ch*ar. Now, if we look to another 
section, viz., section H, we wdll find that here niixed income lias been defined. 
The reason, .Sir, why I am taking the time of the llonsf* i> to show that it 
is essentially necessar\ that tlie matter should h** ramsidered h\ a committee 
of the whob‘ (’hamher. I'lider .section H pro\ision is made for computation 
of tax on mixed iiKmmc. Now, clause {1*) of scctnm S says that- 

“(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Art. in the ca.se of 
tea I the plant Then (Linn.)J grown in Bengal and sold 

by the growler himself or bis agent after manufacture, the agri- 
cultural income denveii therefrom shall, as long as t(»r the 
puriMises of as.sessment of income-tax under iht* Indian Income- 
tax Act, IJ122, the income derived therefrom is computed under 
that A(‘t in such manner as to includi* agrieultural income, be 
deemed to be that portion of such income as so computed on 
which income-tax i.s not payable nmler that Act.> and agricultural 
income-tax at the ratt*s specified in the Schedule shall be payable 
on the whole of such agricultural income as so computed.” 

1 may mention that under the Ineoine-ta\ Aet theie is a provision 
whereby 40 pe? cent, of the entire income is <]iai gcd. and t*l> per t'cnl. is left 
aa an agricultural income. I think I am iiglit Now, .Sir, looking hack 
to s«*(‘tioii S again, \m‘ fiml that this tJO pei eent uhicli lemain.s ha.s got to 
bo taxe<l umler lh«* .Vgrii'ultuial lncoim*-tax .\ct, .iiul the exOuit tif relief 
which is to be given undei seetion t!l has noi Itceii clearani up in the provi- 
sion of the .s»‘('tion hut has got to be <deared up b\ notification \Vc do n<it 
know bow the (iovernment pioposcs to apjd\ th»‘ provisions m order to 
grant tln' ms'cssary relief In an\ e\cnt. 1 -.a\ tliat tlo^st- points liave got 
to be con.sidered. 

Now, what is the object of this enactment ? The \Nhole object and the 
reason why this has been enacted is that these tax-payers .should lie relieved 
from the burden of paying a tax over the same income twice — that is what 
ift called double taxation. Now, if we agree to that principle, viz., to relieve 
these jieople from the payment of double taxation, let us now consider 
w'hether the same eonsitlfuation lias been shoun in assessing Indian t.ax- 
payers or Bengal tax-payer.s umler the mam Act, T mean the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Income-tax Act. What is the principle? The principle is that 
an assess^'e should be relieved from paying a tax twice on the same income, 
if be has paid a tax in the United Kingdom and also under the Indian 
Income-tax Act. Therefore, they should be relieved from paying the lax 
over again by notification, because that would be double charge on income. 
Now, let Uil consider whether the same consideration has been shown to the 
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Bengal tax-payers under this Act. Here we ure taxing the wimindars who 
are paying land revenue to the Government, anti w'e are charging income-tax 
from the tenants who are paying rent to their superior landlords. Now, t 
think it would not be out tif place to refer here ti> a paragraph from the 
Flood Commission’s Report. The ( ommission devoted a goial deal of time 
in considering the history of taxation in Indm frtun the period of tlie Hindu 
Kings down to the present time and they hud the whole picture before them. 

I am reading only one paragraph from their report It is paragraph 
where they s;iy “there are many theories about the nature of rent to which 
reference will he made in connection witli the third term <d reference, vitc., 
what is the .soundeat principle for fixing a fair renty It i*. Mitlicien^ to note 
here that though land revenue may be described as a tax ’ what is after 
all land revenue? If we look to the history (»f fixing land revtuiue, we will 
find that prior to the Permanent Settlement (ioverniiu'iit was realising from 
the zenuinlai .i ciotain aiiKoint of mone\ a.*, it^ sliare of the prodni'e of land 
whicli the ruling power was eiifitleil to. (i(»vernnient found it iHflicull to 
realise this direotl\ and, tluM-efore. tfie\ (armed nut the luiui and theaO 
farmers were no hiOtei than lelit-enllei’tors \\ im \\«>ie rtdlertmg these reiitji 
on befuiH of the Ilriti,s]» <io\ernim‘nt and paxing tfie revenue to the Indian 
excheijuer ami lhe\ were loititieil tu a certain <‘ommissiou on this account. 
Permanent Settlement onl\ pernuiiiently a.'>ses‘»e«l the amount of Govern- 
ment’s share whudi (iovernment wa.s going to realise from these farmeri 
and the,\ gave these tarmei*., who were siihsiMiiien 1 1> known as /.mnindara, 
the riglit to pay that aimiunt toi e\er. .\fter all. the zemindars were collect- 
ing the entire sum on behalf of (iovernment and they were paying u portion 
of their collei'tion to the (iovernment us the tax wdneh (iovernment wan 
entitle(\ to, for the ]mrpos<*^ of the admini.sf ration of the coiintrN That m 
how tlie Floud (’ommiNsion has described it ; tiu*\ go on to say : "it may 
be describeil as a tax whatever its aetual iiu'nlem e may he on any jmrticular 
land." 

It i.s theoreti(*all N a share of the products of tlie land. Now’, Sir, if thin 

is a tax — if the revenue tliuf is paid is a tax would if not he fair if we want 

to giv(‘ the same relief which th<* tea-growers are entitled to on aeeoiint of 
having jiaid tax to another Exchequer, to as.se.‘-l^ tlie tax on th»* entim 

income of these peojile and deduct the aimnint <d lexoiiue that is paid by 

them to tlie (iovernineiit Trea‘<ur\ on fixed d.itcvs? I heln*ve tliiil i*- a 

considera t ion winch lia*' not at all been given h\ the Finance Minister when 
this Pill was^lraited and f submit if we are going 1fi Im* fair to all parties 
concerned we ought to eonsidri this uspeel of the matter (Khan Ifahailur 
M. A. Momin : ft is a wronjj analog\ > I heat Khan ll.ihadui Momin 
.saying that it is enlirelv a wrong anah<g,\ . If I have given a wrong 
analogy, I am in giiod comp.iny, because I am supporteil hs the repfirt of 
the Houd ( ommission which devot<*d miK'h valuahh* time and had evjiert 
I'vidence before them ami )iad literature from the ancient Hindu Kingn 
down to the pre.sent time on tlie subject of taxation I ma\ tell thr* Khan 
Bahadur that I am not in favour of the Perinanenf Settlement. I am 

against it. As a matter of fact. m> personal view is that the Permanent 

Settlement in Bengal is n source of permanent wastagi* of the* manhood 

of Bengal. Had there not been Permanent Settlement in Bengal. Bengal 
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wouhl have prospered today like Bom hay and other provinces where the 
Indian merchants are thriving by practically driving out the Eur<»I>ean 
mcrchunt.H from those i>laceH. It is the Permanent Settlement which i» 
standing in the way of Bengal progrea.sing in industrial and other spheres 
of life. A» a matter of fact, the Floud (‘oinmission report .Hays that the 
ftholitioii of thct Permanent Settlement would involve Hengul in the loss of 
three crorejt of rupees in the shape of court-fees to the ^ate-payer^ of Ik^ngal. 
I may specially inform the Kuroj»e,ui inembpr*» — poHsibl\ they do not know 
this- The report says that by the abolition »if i’ermauent Settlement you 
will no iloubt gain six crores of rupees, but there will be a Io.sm of .'j crores 
which now comes to the coders of the Bengal Exchequer under the Permanent 
Settlement of Bengal on account of coiirt-fe«*H and stamps for land registra- 
tion. Therefore, 1 ma> assure the members of the House who are support- 
ing the (jovernment ami sp«*<‘ially those \\ ho are against the Permanent 
Settlement (d Bengal that I am also against the Permanent Settlement and 
the sooner it in done away with tiu* hetlei tor Bioigal Now. .Sir. to revert 
to the subject umler di.seus.sion — I w'ent awa\ fioin it on account of Khan 
Bahadur's interruption -I say that they are entitleil to relict. But if you 
want to bring in the provision 4»t the English Act in the shajie of revenue 
what is done in the Act is that they take the r*‘veiiue as an item ot expenditure 
in calculaling the income from the tenants That is not exactlv what 
huppetiH If we look to the hi.stor\ <it tin* jhing, it is merely as if (irivern- 
ment have einploved tlje zeinimlais on .t certain pay, the pay heing what 
the> ur(‘ getting and the tax is tin* tax jiaid on account of land from which 
he realises rent from the («*nanfs That is how the suppoiteis (jf the Hill 
argue in its lavoui. 

Now let Us look at the <‘ase nt the tenant" i was leteiring to (he case 
of the ztonindai" hut what |s the ease of the ten.ints. 1 uhmii tin* t*‘nure- 
hohleis ami actual cull i \ atoi s r* It is not right, a*, the Hon hie the Finance 
Ministei has said, that he has touched onl\ the landlord" ami not the culti- 
vators Big cultivators would ]>e affected h\ this ineasuie As | said 
iMfliei. no relict has lieeii granted to tio* pei"ou who has got to niaint.un his 
wife, ihildreij, niotloo and <»thei d«*pendent relatives No eonsnlerat ion 
has betui shown to these |H*ople. It may be slated in reply. “Oh. we have 
made allowance for the first Us. In the Schedule w’e fiml that the 

first Bs. 1 .oOO out of the agricultural income has not been assessed. There- 
fore, ftnmu Bs 1,’>(M) is not touched hut that is the i|xtent of relief 

which has been given to all tax-payers irrespective of the qm*stion as to 
what are his own requirements with regard to the members ot his family 
whom he has got to maintain. The answer would l>e that there is the same 
provision in the Knglish Art. But in the English Act. we have, in the first 
instance, got the basic de<luction which is provided in the Act of 1‘J18 and 
I referred to it in the course of my speech vesterdav. It is provided there 
that i.TdO w’hich comes to alx>ut Bs. l.v8(Kl or Bs. ‘.J.OtH) should not be touched 
at all. 1 would like the llon'hle Minister to (onsider this and give relie^. 
as ha.s been granted by the English Act. ft>r the maintenance of wife, children 
ami other relations. These two considerations ought to l>e shown and If 
we meet in a committee of the w'hole Chamber we w^ould be able to discuss 
these things. 1 may tell the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that if 13 
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ion’blt* MininterH anci tlit* 17 Parliamentary Sec'reUirie?* m<H»< together, I 
hink he will find anion jf them |MM»ple reprt'j^enting all ^hadeH of income 
rom K-^. d.500 upward to the income of a Maharaja. 1 say Maharaja, 
m'aiiM* I include the Hon’ hie the Finance Mini.-*ter in the catejjorv of u 
yiaharaja. He has initnenaie income of his oa*u .s*i fur us this tux is con- 
•erned. So, 1 suy that if he go<»s tt> fiinl <nit the income t>f (lie diff'ereni 
i^arliamentary S»M‘retaries, he would tiinl that manx have not the tm'oine of 
d.otH) besides the salary here. I h»>pe ht* will tlnm realise that the 
^nguli tax-pu>ers are entitled to j-et the same eonsideratioii u.s thi* ussesseea 
inder the Kiif^lish iru’oini'-tax j^et umh*r that Act 

There are one or two other small matters. As a matter of fmt, 1 would 
jave spoken on iMch *«t the soetioii'. ni ordi'r t«> ju-ntitv ni\ inti*ntit>n t»> refer 
he Hill to a commiltt‘e ot the ixhole House, but as the time uouhl b<* very 
hort 1 rannot do that Ajjruin I request the Hon hie Minister to st‘e that the 
issessfos ma\ not he left to the whims and I’apnees «*! (he Assessment 
Officers w iio would he sent out ft>r the purpose of assessing; Uie imanue. 

Take l(tr instance, the method in which the amount of produce is to he 
letermiioal with iet.Mrd to a particular laud 1'hc otloo day. Sir, I got 
answer with ndcrenc** to my question whi<di 1 pul to the llon'hlc Alinister 
f»r Agriculture as to tin- nictlmd which he cinph»\cd in deternun iiig the 
iDUouiii of produi'c with iclcrcina* to p.iitKulai arcus m the foui liistrii'ts, 
lunudv . Haiikura. Hiiidiuin. Mnliiaport* and Hurdwan witli wIik Ii ! am 
losely conmu'tcd, 'I'lic atiswci which I got was disajqmint ing. ami 1 think 
t was disaiqxuiit ing to ihc nicmhcis of the House also He said that with 
ef(‘r«‘me To partinilai classes of lands he laiiioM sa\ what tlo' produce is 
stiinatcd to he 'Die piodine is cHtimattul hy ascertaining Tonghl> two or 
hicc fields and h\ ^tiikiiig «»ut an average. 'Diat is taken as the averiig#* 
f the wlade distiut oi the vviode ar<*a Now, Sii . 1 sa\ from inv ]n*tHonal 
xpcricMcc in the disincl of Hirhhum that they liavt* ascertain**d I '» iiiiiunds 
►er acre as the prodma- of all classes of laml within the distrn t. I enquired 
rom the ( ultivatois and other persons and (‘amc to know and I also know 
nun m\ own personal ♦‘Vpencma* that this is too high an i‘stnnate which 
fovernincnt iiavc inad<* wUh regard to ugncultural proiluee. if this is 
one when 3 ou go to asiaTlaili the produce of an assessee, what will happen K 
fou should imagine the difficulties of the assessee as to how* he will prove 
hat the produce is so much. This matter has gi>t («» he considenul and 
rovided foi somcwhei** in the Act, s*» that rules inus he made accordujglv 
'he H on Idc the I'lnaiicr Minister has statctl that it is eipiitahje to impose 
tax on tlo* agi icnltui ists. If }h* wants to <lc» cijuity, let him treat all 
mlniduals as equal** Let him gne c*qu.il treutincnt to all and the saim* 
iiid of relief to e\ei\one esjiei ially in a fisc*al legislation like this, and not 
people wilt) are alreadx over-hurdeiie«l ami who cannot hcai any further 
ur<ien of tax. With these few W'ords. ] move my motion for reference 
f the Hill t<i a cominitt<‘e of tin* whole ( harnher 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendnuoil moved; that the Heiigal Agricultural 
ncome-tax Hill, lff44, be referred to a committee* of the whole ( harnher. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Sir. we on thi.s side of the House are 
upportiug the Tb^ngal Agricultural Income-tax Hill as a necessary and, 
ubject to one or two points^ equitable measure. Xecessary, l>ecause it 
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givcK Government Aome «hare in improvements which Government are able 
to make by means of capital works, such as irrigation, improved transport# 
and markets; and equitable, subject to one or two points, becau.se it has l>een 
drawn up on the lines of the Indian Income-tax Act and other similar taxa- 
tion inesisures. The pointn which wv regard as. somewhat inequitable are; 
firstly, the method of calculating refunds to shareholders and to partners 
(»f firm.s and members of AN^ociationh. In such cases, the refund is hosed 
on the tfjtal world income of the individual so that whereas in general the 
asscHsees under this Act urc^ onh liable to pay a rate which is laid down 
in the Schedule, persons who derive their in(!ome from* the medium of firms 
and other assf>riRtion of individuals suffer tax b\ reference to their total 
world income. 

There is to my mind clearlv inequity there, and tin* Finance Minister 
will have to consider whether it is not an ine(|uity which will involve 
avoidance* of tin* tax — an ine{|Uity which wdll involve pt'ople in taking steps 
to see^ that they do not have to pu_\ the tax at a higher rate than is intended 
to he uMsessed. The second point i** one which ha.s caused a good deal of 
discussion and (hat is section 4!t Section lit iis onl\ permissive and we 
would like to have seen it inadi* niciimbent eui the (iovernment t(t give relief 
in all the cases where there is double taxation. 1 would have prel<‘rred to 
defer my remarks on the detailed w’orking of this serdion, because the 
subject is exceedingly cmnplicated, until w’e (‘onie to take up the clause-by- 
clause consideration. But sir much has bi'en said about this, and as doubt- 
less the Opposition at leu.st will have ainemiincnls to consoler, tluil 1 teel 
that I sliall ha\e (<» sav a won! or tw(». In tlu‘ fiist jrlare, it is not eorrect 
to say tliat this section exempts anybody from the tax, least of all the 
European tea companies. The allegation that tlu* Kiirojrt'an lea companies 
are exenqrted under (Ins sei'tom was maile b\ two Opposiiorn members 
yestel•<la^ and refuti'd In a tliird Op}>osition immiber Toda\ Mi. Mukh»*rje€^ 
very carefully explaintMl just how the European tea eom panics have not 
been exeinjrted at all -and iH»t only that, Mr. Muklierjio* aUo explained that 
no European eoiiqrain would get any benefit from ilie Bengal (Toverninent 
at all unless tin* rote of tax in (be Fnited Kingdom went down to as low 
a level as six shillings in the F. Now, six sliillings in the i,’. as far as 1 
remember, was (lie maximum to whuli the iin'ome-tax r<»se in England 
during the last won, and to the best of my recollection six sliillings remained 
the rate for a good number of years after it. This war is not finished yet 
and the rati* is now 10s. in the t* and how much longei this rati* is going 
to remain at its present incitlema*. namely, Itls. lu tlie £, one cannot say. 
And I suhniit that (he possibility of thi.s rate of tax coining down to a level 
where in respect of European tea companies this section would have effect is 
very remote indeed on Mr Mukherjee's own showing. l.iet me repeat that I 
was glad to have Mr. Muklierjee s very lucid explanation of the way the sec- 
tion works and how the European tea companies are not exempted from 
this Bengal Agricultural Income-tax under that section. I might say that 
this section doeis not only mention the Enited Kingdom but it also mentions 
other territories as well, namely, provinces and Indian States. In point 
of fact, I have not studied the laws of all the Indian States, but I do know 
the lawa of some of them and it comes to my mind that Cochin where the 
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rate of tax is 24 pies per ru{>ee and super- tax also 12 pies per rupee, that 
is 36 pies per rupee, is a state which will be affected rightaway by the 
provisions of this section. A resident in Cochin, if he has land in Bengal, 
will be taxed in Cochin on his world iricomt*. He will also have to pay 
the tax in respect of land in Bengal under the new Hill and he will have 
occasion, not a European tea company, to ask for other relief under this 
Act. In fact, if I may say Sii, owing to the fact that the rates of tax 
generally are not so high in this part of the world, the section is really mon* 
liheral to In(lian^ aiul residents of India than to the ]>eople living in the 
United Kingiloin. It i.*' a pinnt which perhaps the tlpp(>sitinn liave 
looked. Sir, we will go into greater detail when tin* time i'oiiies. Another 
point raised by Mr. Mukherjet» is very interesting, nuiiiely, when he drew 
an analogy between tiie iiKdine of landlords and that of (»tlier industrial 
concerns; but I submit then* is no analogy at all here. Double incom«%-lax 
relief only arises in connection with tuxes on income wbicb an' levied by 
the country where the income aceruen ami also in some tither ('ountry. Land 
revenue is not of that nature and land n'venue is pjinl oma* and that is all 
You cannot ]>ay your laml n‘venue tW’ii'e bei'iiuse the Cnit^'d Kingdom 
Goverinnent cannot reuUne land ri'venue from \ou for laml in Bengal. In 
that re.sjiect. if I ina\ rt'spi'etiull\ say so, the analog\ is •‘iitirely ilLdriiwn. 
We ( <tn.sid.‘r th«it the ineaHiire liad <d)viousl\ been well-eoiisiflered before 
it came to tins House. We liavt* gom* through it ami it seems us that, 
subject to certain inequities that I have mentiimed, then* is nothing in 
the measure wlmdi e.ills for consideration b\ a Sele<’t (dmmittee and I 
submit that this Hous«* m the (‘apac'ity of a revisionary body may take the 
Bill into consideration right aw'ay. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir. Mr. Luidlaw has (billed this Bill 
inequitable from the point of view* of the shareholders of Pea t'ornpanios. 
I say this Bill i.s four tiim'.s im>re iiiequitatde from tin* point of view of the 
middle-class landholder.s. It is too late in the (la\ to lay before the IloiiHe 
facts and figures relating to the precrariou.s position of the middle-class 
people who own and depend on land for living. It i.s 1 (k» late because it 
has been discussed in the Lower lifiuse from many points of view and my 
plea<ling wdll be of little avail. But I may .say this that thousands of 
families in the mofussil will be hard hit as a result of this measure. 
Revenue Enquiry Committees including the Floiid Commission liave given 
facts alsnit land-owner.s of this class and we do know* that a largi* ntimbei of 
families in Bengal whose estates include small Inluks and ffnvtn -tht*y will 
be the biggest sufferers. The Hon’blo the Finance Minister in his State- 
ment of Objects and Keasens ha.s said that tfie measure is equitable. 
It W'ould have been f’ertainJy an equitable business if the small 
land-bolder.s affected by this measure had increased incomes as a result of 
the war condition But it is not so. On the contrary, the small land-owiiing 
classes of Bngal, the middle-class hha/Jralotj^, and their joint families have 
had no increase of their income from rental on account of the war. They 
have to depend on fixed land income. It is true that some of the arrears of 
rent are being collected frtim raiyatn owing to high prices of grain hut 
these arrears are being spent for pay^nent of debts incurred for meeting 
the high cost of living during the war period. Their exfw'nditures on 
account of war have shot up. 
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Sir, tbe high prices of foodstuffs, cloths, articles for daily use have 
affected them to the extent, according to the ‘^cost of living index/' of 250 
pel cent.; hut I should say at least to 200 per cent, or twice the pre-war 

level** afid the Hou'hle the Finance Minister .says, “Oh, this is a most 

equitable measure hecuuse it touehes that class of people who will not feel 
the huiden of this tax.” I say that thousands of families wdll be victim-- 

of thi-* tax as they will not be able to ]»ay 1 anna to 2 anna.s in the rupee 

on Hs. *‘bo00 to lis. '>,000 or more of agri< ultural income. Most of the tax, 
I fear, would he spent in meeting salarien. allowances and travelling 
expenses of new .sets of (lovernment servants. I know of (lovemment 
servants getting a salary ol Us. 100 spending as much as K.s. 10 on cigarettes 
alone. 'I'hey will hav«* nothing to do with this tax. What cla.ss i.s most 
seriously affected h\ tin.- measure I' It i- the -mall land-owning class, viz.. 
yaiitidnr, jutttmndnr , t/tlukdar, and harf/ndar. Mr. Tiaidlaw was pleading 
for the tea companies. Hut wdiat is the financial position rd the tea 
companies y If we watch the share-market, we will find that tea share- 
are booming. Original shares of Ks. 100 are being sold for Rs. (>00 and 

even IN StM). because there is a tremeiidon- demand for tea foi niilitarv 

consuniption . Man\ tea companies in the Dooars with capital of ovei 
Ks. 2 lakhs were able to decdare dividend at the rate of oO. 00 and even 

75 pc*r cent. Our colleague, Mr. Ninimo, a Tea Magnati-. sitting on inv 

left, should confirm ni.v statement. Tht‘re is a hig rush for tea shares 
ignoring enemy penetration in Assam. It is not so with the juti» mill and 
the shares of other industrial c-oncerns hard hit b\ shortage of coal. 

There has betui a hig demand ftir tea for tin* last d or 4 >ears. 1 had 
been to the Ilianah ('<»alfields la-t we(*k and tliere 1 iound that even the 
aboriginals were taking tea in gruelling hot weather. I ma\ .sa> that in 
ten years from now tlie whole of Indian population will be tea-drinkers and 
Soviet Russia will resume tea drinking. So this pleading of Mr Laidlaw 
for concession to tea companies on the plea ot double tax or so does not cut 
much ice. I sa> that, if this Hill is referred to a committee of the whole 
LTinmber. ther'e would la- fresh retlections, there would be fre-h tigures and 
facts before u- ami then would be able to a-certain how mam t liousand.- 
of families wdth fixtal incomes of Rs. d,'>tMI ami above trom agri(‘ulture would 
be affected by this Hill and what ('oncessions can we afford because they are 
to bear the burden of land revenue as well as this income-tax. It is a real 
■double tax. 

Jt is true, as Mr. Hankim ('handru Mukherjee has said, that there are 
some zemimluis who are extravagant living very luxurious lives. We all 
know that. We also know that it is due to these mueh-nialigue<l zarnindars 
that there are so many schools in the villages in the mufassil and so many 
stipends and scholarships. We all km>w that it is the zemindars who have 
established many charitable dispensaries. It is due to them that there are 
so many temples and places of wrorship. It is the zemindars again 
who financed and even pioneererl the national movement, the SwadfJshi 
agitation since the days of the Heugal partition, just as the Horn bay mill- 
owners finano€>d the Gandhi liberation movement. I do not know the 
number of semindars whose income is more than Rs. 5,(>0(1, but I know 
that there are many big samindars who are heavily indebted. But, of late, 
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they have become prudent and have seen their follies and before lon|jr they 
would be able to adjust themselvea to the condition created by the world 
war. To them this new income-tax will be u fresh burden but they can 
bear it 1 <j some extent but not so their brethren the small landdiolders. 

It is, therefore, no ii'^e abusing the^W'mindars or ilenounein^; the Perma- 
nent Settlement. Th(‘n aKain, the t|m‘stion is that tiovernment want thin 
money for its rehabilitation and ree<»n‘»triiclioji j>r*)jrranuiie I'he lax a*iU 
be spent on tfo\ eminent e.stabh>hment , <in salaries, on emolumenta 
and on allowances of tiovernment servants, some of whom eaii afford 
to buy petrol for their motor cars ut the rale ot Us. (t a ^jallon from the 
black market. If you hapj>en to |;o to the l^ake, yt»u will find tliui nine 
out of ten people who park their <ars are either war-profitt‘ers or I'entral 
and ProMto’ial (iovernnnmf Officers. Therefore, 1 hope that if this Bill in 
ref(*rred tt» a comniittet* of the \\ hole (’hamher, fresh fact.s ami fi^fun's will 
be fort hcoininjf for the modifiiat ion of the Hill, whic h is Kidrifr to uffeot 
thousands tit furinlies who c*onstitute the hackboru' of tin* patriiUic* middle- 
class of our s<H‘ict\, n*ady and willing; to suffc‘i anv hardships foi the Inuiefit 
of the* iisiiii^- Indian Nationhood. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOM IN • Sir. It IS dithcult tc» conceive* of any 
taxation measure*. howc*ver just and fair it may ht*. which would not c*voke 
protests from c-ertain classc‘s. Hut so far as this particular measure is con- 
cerned. I think that the ohjc‘ctions raisc’d have not much force. Perhaps, 
it will he* iiitc're'.tinj; tor the* House t<» know’ that the 6rst Inc'ome- 
tax Ac t was int roduced in India attc*r the Sc*poy Mutiny of iMdT-dH. i.c*.. in 
the year IStiO The incomc*-ta\ is perhaps the most ecpiitahle taxation, 
h(‘cause it is a tax on the ]»rofits. and a tax which a man is aide to pay. in 
the iM'^inniujf, taxes wc*re imposed on <*ver\hody and did not exclude the 
affricultunsts. Some people ma\ think that the A^rrieultural ln(*ome-iax 
Hill is entirely a new measure. Hut as I have just said that it is not 
because the first Income-tax Act did not exclude the* agricultural income 
from the ojjeration of its jerovision. That Act laH(«*d for 4 or b yearn and 
w*as al)o1ish<*d in the year IStid. The n€»xt Act w'as introduced in the year 
18fil) which also lastc'd for d years. This Act also did not exclude the 
agricultural income. Tlj«*n came the* Hill of IHHti w’hich has hecoim* a 
permanent measure ami for the* first time* that year the agricultural income 
was excluded from the operation of the* Act. All th»‘sc* years the r.einindart 
have enjny(*d freedom frccrii taxation on their inoome. As I submitted 
before, the income-tax is a taxation on the* income*. Then* sc'ems to f>e no 
justification why every other trade or business should be tax<‘d, while a 
man who receive.s um*arned profit, namely, a wsmindar, should be excluded 
from taxation. I bc’lieve in IS8ti also the objection was raised, just as 
Mr. Mukhc'rj<*<’ has made today, that income-tax cannot be imposed fiecause 
un<li*r the l*erm:in(*nt Sc*ttleineiit R<*gubitions the* zemindars are not to have 
any taxation imposed upon th«*ir iiKome 

Mr. BANKiM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: I did not say that imcmie- 
tax cannot be imposed on the zemindars. 

But the landlords of that time had more inffuence in the Council and, 
therefore, tbeir objection prevailed. Since then all these* year.s the zemindar* 
have been enjoying their rent* without any further taxation and are not 
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payio^ to the exchequer of the’ State anything except Government revenue 
which wa« aseewsed under the Permanent Settlement of 179?J. 
Mr. Mukherjee has said that clause 49 of this Bill should also apply to them, 
and they should not be required to pay double tax. While he was .saying 
so, I said that it was wrong analogy and I still hold to my view that 
land revenue is no tax at all. As any student of the revenue system of the 
oounlry knows that the zemindars did not purchase the lands; they were 
simply tahjiildars who were given certain allowances for collecting revenue 
from raiyatx and paying them into the public Exchequer at a remuneration 
of ten or fifteen per cent., or rather 10 per cent. Since then this ten per 
oent. has increased by 400 tiiio's while the (tovernment revi‘nue that wa# 
•i^ttled during the time of the Permanent Settlement remains the .same, 
namely, a)>out d crores. The total crillections realised hy the zemindar* 
from the teiiants now ammint ir> Id crores, so tliat all these 10 crores are 
appropriated the zemindars w'ithout paying an> other tax to the 
Exchequer at all. 'J'lierefore, it is not right to sa\ that if t«‘a ctonpaniee 
or tea-jdanters or other companies an* assi'^sctl twice, the zemindar', should 
also he exeiiipl(‘(l from payment (d this tax. I’he arialogx dofN in)l liold at 
all. Am a matter (d fact, the main recommendation of the Kloud ( ’(»inmissioH 
was not the introduction of an agricultural in<‘ome-tax , hut that all thie 
unearned income should go to the vStati* h\ the purchase of zcmtndariee 
But .since -us the report says - this w'ill take at h‘ast dll years to ai'coinplish. 
—and th(‘ rate at whirdi our (tovernment going on in this matter, whick 
I say tloes not satisfy us at all, they will prohahly take I’enturies, — the 
refUHjimendution was to have some income out of it in tin* shajie of agn- 
miltural in<’ome-ta\ Yesteiday I think a reti'ienci* was ina<le bj 
Mr. Miiklu‘rjee to the reeominendation made hy the Kloud ('ommission tluit 
tlie income from this tax sliouhl he ear-marked solely for the improvement 
of agriculture. I know tiiat hi*i'ause I was a signatory to that Report. 
Thai recommendation came at a time when the present situation in the 
country did not arise, ddii.s income 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Why not expres.- all these view.s hefori* 
a committee of tin* wliole ('haniher!' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There should not he an\ direct conversation. 
Mr. Das. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: This income should ni‘W' go to the 
Government, to the country. 1 may explain why this agricultural income- 
tax need not ht* t‘ntirel\ applied to (he improvement of agriculture at thi* 
ftfigt*. That point has lost its imjK>rtanee. After all, what are we going to 
get as a result of this measure? Bihar, as you know, has got Us. 17 lakha 
and Assam Ks. VJT lakhs fnun similar tax. Tlu* most you can expect to get ia 
Rs. oO lakhs (Mr. L.u.n t'n.\M)RA Das: It is much more than that. We 
expect about a crore.) Whatever it may be, it would be from 50 to 80 lakhs. 
But the Agriculture Minister has got in hi.s pockets tw’o crores of rupet's for 
the improvement of agriculture. Of course, in normal times if this iiuMime- 
tnx still exists after the war, then this amount should certainly be ear-marked 
for agriculture. Now, Sir, coining to settion 49 which it was difficult 
for me to understand until I heard the explanation from Mr. Mukherjee 
for which I am grateful, it seems to me that the real objectioii 
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ifl on the other side. It is not fair that the tea garden or any other firm 
should be exempted. All incumes derived iu Bengal .^ihould be taxed and 
the proceeds should remain in Bengal. Why should there be double pay- 
ment? If the income of the tea garden is derived here, the income-tax 
should also be paid here and in no »other place So it is not tin' question 
of double payment but it is the question of single |mynieni in the provinee 
itself. There i.s another criticism with regard to the assessinent i>f tea 
ganlen.s. Then* is a provision in the Bill that the valuuno!» for the purjiose 
of agricultural income should he taken to be the valuation winch lias iM^en 
made by the Ontral Income-tax Otiieer There are two stage*, ime in 
growing of tea leaves and another is the munufuc'ture of tea Formerly 
the tea gardiuis claiiiie<} exemption from the paymi'iit of the ('entrul iin'iHiie- 
tax, because they contended that tlieir income was th*rived from the euUi- 
vation of tea. SiibHi*(|uent l\ . there was a sort of compromise, 1 believe, 
hut I am not quite sure. 10 p4*r cent, of tlie total income was takmi for th« 
manufacture of tea ami assessed to iiic«»me-tax and (iO per c’eiit, was exempt- 
e»t .»S Ag Mcullur.il income And tlo* n'liiaining 0»0 ]>er cent wo are now 
proposing to ass«*ss as agncuituial incoim'-lax. M\ snggoslnm is (hat the 
method of assessment as pmvnled in lh«‘ Act is not tan to lieiigal. liecatise 
the income-tax otlicer will naturally bt* more anxious foi the ( etitral r«*venue 
and r»‘4lmM' the proportion ot profit from the growth ot loat and im'reuHe 
that from tlie manutacture ot tea. Fot instam*e, il a tea garden s profit 
iM Its. 4 laklis, Hs. lakhs is from the growing t»f lea\es ami Its. 1 lakhs 
from tilt* man iifai't ur«‘ ot tcni Hut the iiioome-lax otlicer v^ill ri'verse thr^ 
jirofit and sa\ that jindit from li'uves is Us 1 lakh and jiiotit from maiiu- 
fneture ot t4*a is Ks d lakhs. So. Bengal will lo.se 

As regards the motion that the Bill should be si'nt to a Select (aimmitteft, 
we oppose it After all. ihes«* are minor matters and can he consnlered hy 
the Hon’ble Minister liimself. We <lo not want that this moa.sure should 
be delayed any longer 

As for Mr. K. ('. Hoy ( howdhury ’s comiiiaint, it is vi'In difficult to keep 
one's temper in trying to answer his objection 1 will })ett<*r leave it at 
that These points have been discussed threadhare on many occasions. If 
he r(*a<ls the Floud ( 'ommissioii’s He])<>rt. he will find thr answi-r. Mr. Das 
has .said that the mnidle-clas.s people have heen hard hit ddiere also I 4’aiiiioi 
agree with him After all, us the llon'ble the Financt* .Mini.stiT lias pointer! 
out, men who.se gros.s income is Hs. 7,OOU liave not h»‘r*ii toiicheil I ask 
Mr Das how many of the middle-class peojdr* have got an im rum* of Us. 7. dK). 
I have not got that income. As regards peoph* witli higloT iiicorm*, I think 
they have been hit very lightly. If I had pow'er, I w«)uld «*iihance the rate 
of assessimmt a little more. In thin conioTt imi , 1 may submit to thr* Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister that the rlefinitirin of agricultural iricoim*, as has be<*n 
given in clau.se 2, is rather vague unrf t'oiiipliraitefl. 'Do* n-asons for th«*s4^ 
complications are prr>bubiy ‘lue to an attempt to bring thi« Hill into linr* 
with the Income-tax Bill. Agricultural incrmie has br'cn drdinerl as; 
(a) any rent or revenue derived froni land which i** usr-rl for 
Mfriculiural purposes, (b) agricultural income by actual cultivation, 
(c) aelling the produce in the market, and (d) the income of a man who 
•alls the produce in the market. All these are complications simply to 
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baranji the people without any benefit to Government. Take the example c 
eugar-cane. The roan who growa «ugar-care is a separate class by hiniHeli 
If he crushes the cane and convert.^ it into gar, and in most cases the sam 
man does grow cane and crush it into gur, then he is liable to pa\ la 
hepanitely. Then he takes (fur to the market. All these arc con] 
plicaticiDH and if possible should he removed from the Hill. Thl^ not onl 
applies to sugar-cane but it also applies to the threshing ot paddy 
Mr. Lalit Cliandra Das nia\ have a threshing floor and I may take m\ |)a(hr 
there for threshing. Any one who has got experience of village life know 
that there is no income from threshing floor. 

Then there is aioither item, viz., income from hiiildings ol .i pei.soi 
who owns lands or who has got agricultural lands round about. A-* fo 
myself, in my village home I have got a house where I live and where I haV( 
got harga lamls round about. Hut is it possible to have income from tha 
house I*' All these are iinncctessary details With these f<‘w \vt»rds. I suppor 
the Hill and I do not support the refeieiu'c of it to a committee of tie- whoh 
('hamher. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Sir. first I must suv tliai I an 
opposeil tf) the motion of Mr .Muklo'riee. piincii>ally hecaune thi" uieasuri* ha 
receiviMl sufficient consideration in its progres^ m tfie Louci House, aru 
from our point <»f view no improvement s«‘ems to be necessary in the Hil 
except that certain rates of taxation might possibly be increased and th< 
exemption level might he lowered Hut it is not possibh' for the lime being 
hi the first instance, the principle of imtxjsing a lax on agricultural imamif 
shoijhi he accejiled and the leg-j.^lat i\ e measure dealing uith it should Ih 
passi'd tlirougli thu House. h’lu an\ allciatiori- in it^ provisions we should 
waif till the next sear. I'heretore. .»i this ^tage, I ^^oul^i I»a\e preferred 
making tin* Schedule an annual ail^n, so tiiat e\er\ \eai while the operative 
part of It would remain as a permanent statutorv jirovision the rates should 
he annually fixed according to the needs <i{ the [jroMtu c as wtdl us of the 
r«*venue position The ofijectnm that is being raised ami has been raised 
by Mr. Mukherjee is the eflFt*ct that tlie |Kirtn-ular lax rec»»mmemied hy 
the Floud (’otumis.sion should be de\oted to the improvement of agricuilture 
a.nd that the Government will alwa\s .sec how far an«l to what extent the 
revenue derived from agru'ultural income-tax has fieeii devoted to the 
general improvement of the agriculturists Therefon*. Sir. 1 would be 
personally very inueb in favour of making the Schedule an annual affair 
for flu* purpose of increasing and d«*('i easing the rates of lax receiveil from 
this source. Hut this can he done in the House by amendments. Khan 
Bahadur Sahib has already an.swered to a great extent the contention of 
Mr. Mukhi •rji that there is g<»iiig to be double taxati<in on the .same income 
in the ca.se of the zemindars. In ISSti. an amendment imome-tax hill was 
passed when*hy an t'xprt'ss provi.sion was made t(> extdude agricultural income; 
but that was the sequel to a judicial decision. The Permanent Settlement 
baviiig fixed the liability of a landlord towards the State, it could not, 
according to that decision, be increased or affected in any way. But it is 
a moot question as to whether this view would hold good today having regard 
to the fact that the Provincial Legislature has now been empowered to 
impose tax in respect of what has l>een dealt with in the Permanent Settle- 
ment Regulations. 
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The history of the land revenue settlement in India has been examined 
by different intereated parties threadbare for this purpose^ but certain faois 
cannot be got over. We have to go back to the practice which obtained 
during the time of the Moghul Emperors and even during the regime of 
the Hindu Kings before them. Whenever they had grante<i any right to 
a particular person to collect rent, they had ala^uys rt^served to tliettiselves 
the right to grant permits or sanads^ as they used to be (‘alletl. Tlu'se 
Minad.!r used to give particular persons the right to coUtnu rent on behalf 
of the Crown from the tillers of the soil. Therefore, the very fact that 
permisison had to be granted or lease or settieineuis had to be laktni liQia a 
person higher in authority for collecting rent showed that the 4>wuershi|> 
was never recognised as lM*iog ve.sted in the pers4>n in w}u>se luvour the jtiinm/ 
was granted. Thertd'ore, the highest that was ever said on behalf of the 
landlords was that liiej had a certain interest in the luiol ; that is not deunui ; 
but they had not tiie whole of the interest in the laud. It was divided, 
strictly speaking, into .three parts. The suprenie authority in the 
State, had a share in the land and this share was taken by both the Hindu 
Kings and the Moghul Emperors as a portion varying from four annas in 
the rupee to three annas in the rupee, from the cultivators’ produce. This 
share was finally fixed by Uaja Totlar Mall undei Emperor Akbar. I’he 
Moghul Emperoiv**. ilu* Mogiiul State, aciepted that iut<' as their share of 
the profits in the land .iiid tlic nil«er share was givtm to the mail wiio used 
to collect the aniouul ‘>n behalf ot the (i*owii. Theridoi**, il anylKnly hud 
primarily a share in the iiii>tils Irom the land, H was tio' KinpiTor. beiuiuse 
he couhl in tie* last ifsort ovin-rulc everybody's mIiuic in it und thi' whole 
laud could Lm* trun.slerrcd to anothet purt\ if a jansoii did not pay up Jus 
stipulated share. That is i«» sa\ , if X did not j),iy ii» thf‘ Kmp«.'ror his 
share in the profits from the lainl. the land givon l(» \ <'ould be transferred 
to Y. Therefore, priiiianl\ the State {dainied U> he the hupreine owner 
of land, subjtM’t to certain eoiolitions. And the land revenut' is only a share 
of the interest which the State has in the land and not a tax upon iiicoine. 
This income is an indiviiluarM own prt»periy, wliich he has earned by his 
own exertions alone. Ijct us, tir.st of all, e-om-eive that income as the 
man’s own income and that iiobmly has got a share in it urnl tlmi he is the 
rightful and legitimate owner of it. Hut as ordererl progress ni a State 
demand.s funds, therefore the State bus got the right to demand some por- 
tion of this man’s income for the maiiiUmance of the State’s 1 unc’tioiiM. 
That is a tax. But here the Stale says: here is my projM*rly ; whoever 
likes may come forward and collect rents from it and give me a certain 
share of the profits from this land. That is not a tax but land revenue. 

I may sum up by saying that where the puiamount authority in the »State 
farms out certain lands in consideration ot a certain share of the collections, 
that is land revenue; hut tax is a charge on income which belongs to an 
individual wholly and solely and that is reflected only in the contribution 
of the individual to the State for the purpose of carrying on its own 
(unctions . 

Therefore, there is no double taxation here and no complaint can be made 
that hecauae some other interest? which are paying income-tax — tax to other 
bodies will be given some relief on certain calculation .s, therefore no relief 
ia being given to the landlords who thus are being made to pay a double tax. 

m 
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I Am afraid, I have not been able to hnieh the point regarding the snm to he 
ear-marked for a particular purpose. It has been said that the Flood 
Commission recommended the ear-marking of the sum for agriculture. The 
Hon^ble the Finance Minister has said that it is bad finance. Well, bad 
finance in the sense that it is bad accounting, because it presupposes that a 
particular amount of money has to be kept for a particular item of 
expenditure. That will be a complicated work for those who will deal with 
the finances. The other way is there that you can create a special fund. 
Yon can create a Statutory fund by this very Act the proceeds of which shall 
go to a particular fund, — fuml which could be ^pent for a particular purpose, 
as you hnve got in the Famine Relief Act. There, you cannot spend the 
fund for any other purpose, you cannot touch that fund for an> other item 
of expenditure except for famine relief Bat the question is: once you start 
ear-marking funds in this way. where do vou str>p? Taxes may have to be 
imposed r)n different inten^st-* ; hut if every such tax has to be oar-marked 
for being spent for that very interest from which the tax is realised, it will 
greatly (Munplicate matters Thi*. .sort of compartments, if created in the 
gcmer.d system of taxation, will he detrimental to the interest of the Province 
as a whole. So long as the popular Government or in other words the 
GnV(*rnmeDt of the people is w'orking; that sort of suspicion (»r demand is 
wholly tincitlled for. The Ministry which does not carry popular support 
cann(d assume office. Therefore, the Ministry which has the popular support 
behind it must look to the interest of the Province generally. The mere 
fact that Mr. Tjalit Ghandra Das is opposing the measure - 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Don’t ass\im<‘ argument where there is no 
Argument, only for your own delectation. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: I do not say that there should 
not be opposition. There shoubl always he Opposition, hetaus** Opposition 
keep.s the Ministry on the right track. So long as minority and majority 
partii's subsist and so long as there is healthy criticism, it will be greatly 
beneficial to the country and no one .should have any ohjceticui to that. T 
should say that the Opposition is entitled t(> make criticisms and even if there 
is unreasonable criticism. I do not id>ject io it. But the Opposition should 
always carry in their mind that th«\v are the alternative Government — that 
whatsoever they sny today they will have to fulfil tomorrow. So long as 
they have that .sense of responsibility in their mind, their utterances cannot 
go out of reasonable bounds. 

Sir, Mr. Majumdar ha.s already said that the bulk of this tax will come 
from the poK'kets of the Muhammadans. It is true that a large section of 
the Muhammadan cultivators in certain areas are very well-to-do and they 
w ill come within the ambit of this tax. But fortunately the representatives 
of our community are in a position to induce their constituencies to sacrifice 
some portion of their income. Therefore, we on this side of the House will 
not appr(»ach the (jue.stion from merely a set tional or communal stand-point 
when the nation demands sacrifice from us. It is a happy sign that 
Muhammadan jsemindars. however much iii#high position they might be, 
always support such measures. Some of the hardest bit Muhammadan 
•emindara may come forward to oppose this measure but that is purely on 
political grounds. Mr. Majumdar’s arguments, I shall not impute any 



AGRICITLTXJBAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


900 


19440 


other motive, are illegitimate. However, we are coafident and we are 
proud of the position that the Muhammadan aemindars have come forward 
to make sacrifice. (Mr, Harioas Majimoak : Wait one year and let the 
tax-collector collect rent#* on this account.) 

As regards the question whether ikia is an unfair tax, 1 may say that it 
is not; and as for the time whethar this is the opportune moment for 

imposing this tax, I would say that this is the oppoituiu* moment. On 

account of this war a very rich class has been created. (Mr. CiiAHimA 

Das: But they will not Ik* toucbe<l. > Now, Sir. side by side with the ridh 
people, the poor people are dying for want of foml. As n»gards the capacity 
nf the cultivators to pay the tax, I may submit that their capacity has 
increased four times than what it was before the war and we have spread 
the net to catt'h a big portion of what he has derived from his income. I 
may again say that really needy classes have not been hard hit. We are 
going to tax the people who have done their very l>est during the crisis. 

Secondly. Sir, on the question of inflation also, the surplus money is there 
ill the hands of the cultivators and persons other than cxiltivators. No way 
has been found as to how this surplus money may be tapped to augment the 

revenues of the State. The only way was to tax or borrow. Ih)rrowing is 

going on. This war is one in which, contrary to what happened during 
the lust war, the war finances have been organised entirely by inflation. 
The (ioverninent of India has n<d borrowed extensively in the manner in 
which it ought to have borrowed. Th€*refore, they have accepted the policy 
of inflatifui. This has <reuted a very serious situation, and everyone, rich 
and poor, is being hard hit. This inea.surc\ if it iloes affect even in a small 
wa\ this inflation problem, will Ik* beneficial ultimately fc»r the whole of 
the Province. Sir, the receitits from this tax. as has been shown, will not 
he large. According to certain calculation it will not he above HO lakhs 
of rupees or it may hv 70 lakhs of rupees at the highest. But 1 am not 
particularly concerned with what it will be this year. What I am con- 
cerned with is the acceptance of this principle of taxation which is a right 
beginning. Dnce w’e have had it aceeptetd, it will not he difficult for us to 
see that the proper rate and proper level are fixed from the next financial 
year, so that we can have at least one crore of rupees out of this tax. The 
Province has got a huge deficit and is faced with a tremendous problem. 
But what are our financial possibilities? Our source of taxation is very 
limited and one of the big resources for taxation is the agriculturnl income- 
tax ; the other one has already been passed, viz., the Sales Tax. The next 
is the tax on buildings, because the urban people have not been touched 
at all. and they are the people who can pay most and who have aliK» bene- 
fited most during this war. Tax upon buildings will give rise to a certain 
amount of opposition, because the well-to-do classes among the Hindus 
have always raised a hue and cry whenever they are called upon to contri- 
bute towards social reform. 

So fair as jute is concerned, there is a tax and that tax is entirely b«»ing 
devoted towards the improvement of agriculture. With these few words, 
Sir. I oppose the motion of Mr. Mukherjee and support the motion for 
consideration of this Bill. 

Mr. MUR AMMIOl Sir, with ycmr pennisaion, I rise to ^ 

aotios of Mr. Mokharjw lor irforria* th. Bill to . eommitu* of th» wbo\» 
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Cliamber. Firstly, 1 find that the motion is incomplete. In this motion 
there is no date by which that committee has to submit its report. This is 
a most important thing which has been omitted. Also there is no provision 
in the motion as regards how many members will be required to form a 
quorum. I find that the honourable mover has laid stress in his speech on 
se('tion 49, but it appeared that he groped in the dark. He has made a good 
deal of confusion as regards the implication of the section. But, Sir, ou 
going through that section I find that it is as clear as anything. 

On these grounds, this Bill should not be referred to a committee of the 
whole House. There is another reason why this motion should be opposed. 
Now that this Bill has been brought before the House for consideration, 
every member ol the House has got his right to suggest any amendment 
and those amendments can be considered. So there is no necessity of 
referring the Bill to a committee of the whole House, and I support the 
motion for consideration of the Bill on the floor of the House. Sir, various 
objections have been raised by members on the other side. The honourable 
member who has just sat down and Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin, who is an 
expert in this matter and w’as a member of the Floud Commission, have ably 
refuted those charges. I w'ould like only very briefly to refer to some of 
those charges; firstly, as regards the inequity of the tax. Much has been 
WTitten and much valuable literature has grown up as regard.s the efficacy 
and wisdom of the Permanent Settlement introduced by Lord t'ornwallis 
in 1793. There are two different views. One view is that Lord t’ornwallis 
by this l*ermauent Settlement (Tented a new class of zemindars having some 
sort of proprietory right in the land wffiich was unique in the history of India, 
against the considered opinion of Sir John Shore and Sir Thomas Monroe 
w'ho were of the opinion that by Permanent Settlement not only w’ould the 
interests of the raii/atx be sacrificed but the interests of the province also 
would be sacrificed. But Lord Cornwallis with his one predilection for the 
FiBglish system of landlordism introduced that system here. Ihere were 
other reasons which induces! him to make this Settlement. At that time 

under section 39 of the Act of 1784, a survey was made of the total land 

area in Bengal The total land area in Bengal wa.** then estimated to be 
r>fl,700,(K)0 acres, of which 53,(M>0.0(M) acres were liable to assessment 
Out of thi.H, only lI.oOO.tHKl mres produced paddy at the time. The 
produce of paddy per acre was estimated to be 13 inaunds and the price 
of the produce at the rate of eight annas per luaund was estimated to be 
Rs. 6-8 per acre. The price of the total outturn was estimated to be 
Rs. 7.48,00,000. 

As the raiyat 4 t used to pay one-third, the zemindars’ income was estimated 
to be Rs. 2,49 lakhs a year. lO/llths of this 2 lakhs used to be Government 
revenue. At that time, Sylhet %va.s included in suhak Bengal. The first 

assessment of cess was made in 1871. Assessment made for it 6liOwe<l that 

the income of 2,48 lakhs w-as increased to 7,77 lakhs. In 1931, the gross 
rental of 7,77 lakhs swelled to 16,34 lakhs. Thus, comparing the income of 
this gross rental of three years, it appears that in 1793 it was 2,39 lakhs, in 
1870 it was 7.77 lakhs and in 1931 it w^as 16,34 lakhs excluding the Govern- 
ment revenue of Rs. 2,16 lakhs. In 1931 it was 3,03 lakhs and the ce.ss of 
24 lakhs in 1932 and 1 lakh in 1931, the net income of the lEemindars was 
Es. 23 lakhs in 1793 when the Permanent Settlement was made ; but it wa^ 
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increased to 6,37 lakhs in 1871 and it was further increased to 11.M8 lakhs 
in 1931. Ill 1931 the revoinu* wan iiureased to 393 lakhs oaiuK fo assess- 
ment made of land. Durin^^ the hi>i 8(> xeai'^ of the Pennauent Settle- 
ment, the zeini Ildars' iiieoiiie imreaM-tl ‘J3 tinus Dunn^r (he following 
years it im-reased 2(M limes Now, eempariiifr the iuiiuiie ot tfie zemindar 
in the light oi the iiiereased prices ot gomls, it appr.iis that (he iiiereuae 
of the prues ot goods is J 3 times as eompared \\ ilh 1793. Si> it uppearH 
that h\ this Permanent Settiemeiil the /aonindars uere greutl\ Inmetittal. 
It is an im le ase Irom 1?3 lakhs tt> Iti.SO lakhs In \ iew of this, t'ommissioti 
after Uoinmis>ioii sug^esusl .sedutioiih one is the imposition eil agri- 

cultural iri((>nit-!a\ uml t)i** ollnr is the* aholitum of the /aoinnduri system 

The Taxation Kmjuii v ( omnuttee. the Kloud (’omuussioii and the 
StatutoiN ( omnuttee in I93U rei ommeiidi-sl that this tax should In* iiijposod 
anil th(* amount thus < ollee leii, aceonliiig to the e.stimate eit the Statutory 
Commission, would bring about Ks 6 erores I'hi* IVrrnanent Settlement 
was introdm t*(l in Heiiga!. ami Hihai and in semie jiarts of Madras. 

If we com])ai* tlie jx's.tion ot Madras. Hombas . ind C. 1*. with that of 
Bengal, we hml that lie iigai’-^ le'venm* u-oeipt is tht‘ bovest in Intliu Due 
to tlii.s tart >omr ^uyge st that tio /t mmdan system .shoubl bi* abolished. 
rii«‘ ex-lalitoj ill / /o Hxtn . >mi Allnai Wat.son. after inspecting the 

devastation ot tije- last tamim* e*\]m‘ss,rd ius elediniti* opinion that tlie famine 
wu.s <lue lo tin* [h'rmammt Si't 1 ieniM'ii i .Xcconluig tee snme. there is a loss 
of income to tin- (lovernment ot B»’ng:il due to ilus Permanent Settlement 
to tlie turn ot Its o h) 7 < loies .uid m i tirdiiig to some to the extent of its 3-> 
rrore.s 'rio rc aie iLtImeni assiiiuptionlf given b> diflenMit experts on tliis 
niattei I ml ivnl nallv .speaking, I must sa\ that thi.s- measuii* introduced h> 
the (iovernmeui m .m!\ hall-heai le<l It does not go to tht* root id tlie evil 
It will bring Olds K.s. tit) liiktis or a little more and that would be (|inle 
inadeijuati* for improving irrigation, illiteracy, medical relief On this 
ground, I eaiinol whoh -lo-ertedK support tins measure. I would have ixven 
glad it the tioveinmeiii would have btoiiglil .« measuie which would go to 
the root of the Permaneiil .Settlement and pboe Bengul’s ease on u firm 
footing. It has been said by the I'aNation Kn(|uirv ('omnuttee urul manv 
other committees that taxation hits the poor more than the rich. The poor 
Contributes Us lot) crore,s !>> wav of taxation while the rich pays only 
Re. Ill crore.s. 

As reganls the justifu;ation of the impostion of this tux, 1 do not think 
there can be any objection Thi.s tax w'ould liring only a small amount to 
the publii exclnapier 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a [loint ot order. Sir. The motion is 
whether the Bill should b«* referred if) a select committee of tin* u liole House 
The honourable member is dealing with the histfir.v of tlie whole situation 

Mr* PRESIDENT: l^revious speakfU^- also ilwelf on the iustorv ot the 
whole situation and 1 gave a little latitude^ over this matter 

The HouiM* stands adjourned till 1-30 pm. tomorrow', 

AdJoumnMfit. 

The Council then adjoume<] till 1*30 p m. on Thursday, the 26th May, 

1944. 
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Mtmbm AbMfit 

The following’ tnembem were abHent from the meet tug held ou the 24th 
May, 1944:— 

(1; Khan Bahadur Naziniddiu Ahmad. 

(2> Khan Sahib Nurul Amiu. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. ('. Baoerji 

(4) Mr. S. C. Chakra verti. 

(6) Mr. Humayuii Heza Chnwdhury. 

(6) Mr. N. (J. llaita. 

(7) Mra. K. D'Rozario 

(8) Mr. K. K. DuUa. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdui (roirau. 

(10) Mr. M K. daipuriH 

(11) Mr. Huinayun /. A Kabir 

(12) Mtiuluau Molid Akruin Khan 

(13) Mr. Abdui Jathrt. 

(14) Mr N N. MoltoiunabiNh. 

(15) Mr. N N Mookerjee 
(10) Mr, 1C S. Ihn.ssell 

(17) Khan Bahadur MukliMssui Baiiiuan 

(18) Khan Bahadur Ka/i Ahdu? UaRhid 

(19) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(20) Mr. B, K. Bo\ Cf(.'\vdhur\ . 

(21) Mr. S. N. Sanya] 

(22) Khun Biihadur 'f Sliain'iu^zoha 

(23) Mr .1 W B. Sieven 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOL OEBATtS 


First SstilMi, 49 * 



Thb CorNciL met, In the I^gislatire Chaiut>er of the Legislative 

ou Thursday, tiio S^th May, 1944, at 1-HO p.iu., l>eiug the 
sSodhd day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 62(i^)(^^ 
the Government of India Act, 19H5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bwoy Pilasao Sinoh Hoy, K.c.i.K.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESmONS AND ANSWERS 
Naad of a diaponsary at Shankarpiir. 

170. Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDAR (on bohalf of Mr. K. C. Roy 

Chowdhury): Will the Ilon'ble Minister in charge of the Public Health 

and IxKul Si‘If-(ioverijmenl JK^purtmeut be pleased to state whetlier it is a 
fact that the villager" nl the ( 'huiiilibarpur, Singa au<i Durgapur Unioo 
Boards sent a js*titi(»Ti to him through the Subdi visional Officer, NaraH 
(Jes.soie), in June, praying tor u permanent <iis|sMi-*Hry to 1 h» opened 

at Sliankarpur out of thi* tillage He« onstniction Fund!' 

( f Is it a lurt that death rate" an* far higlier than birth lateH in the 
( 'haiKliharpur I iiiou Hoard*' i 

(c) I" It a la( 1 that tliere lia" Ihmmi HMenll\ an outhreak ot maluria and 
kala-azar in the ( ’haruliharpui Fnion Hoard? 

< r / 1 ft the repl\ tu parts to lei 1 m» in the affirmative, will the 

Hon’ble Minister please state what steps he has hitherto taken or projiosos 
to take to meet the iie<*ds of the people there? 

(e) r.s he aware fliat the l)istri< t Hoard of Jessore has hitherto remlorfsl 
no ine<lieal and other help ii» the peoph* rd the said f nion Hoard ? 

(/) Will the llun’hle Minister pleiise state u hat are the hirth and deatk 
rates of the ( 'haiidibar|mr Fnion Hoard for 1949, 1941 anri reafNic- 

tivelv? 

Mr. SIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on bMiotf of tiM 
Klian Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddtn Ahmad): (,f) No. 

(6) and (/) Statements are laid iii the Library, 

(r) Malaria is fairly prevalent in the Cnion. Incidence of kaia*aa%r 
Ilow’ever, very low*. 

' (d) The honourable inemWr is i*eferred to tJie answer given t# ^IttnjTti 

(df of qu^tion No. 37 deliven^l on the floor of this House on ijio 
March, 1943. 

Hegarding the establiahment of a charitable di^peneary at SJkankli^ttr, 
^e loeal officers do not eopport ihd as another dispensary ealsia 
a mile from that village. 
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The following quantitiee of quinine have been supplied to the district up 
to date? — 

Quinine sulphate — For sale 2,111 lbs. 

For free distnbution 368 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge — Free 763 11)6. 

Besides, a kala>azar grant of Rs. 1,000 has also been made. 

Government arranged for satellite treatment centres to be opened from 
District Hoard dispensaries and for cjuinine and cinchona to l>e distributed 
free on a wide scale. 

(e) No. 

Posts hold by Muslims in the Public Health Department. 

171. Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Ifeulth and laH’al Self-(iovernineut Dejmrtment Ix' ])leased to 
state — 

in) the niiniliei <d’ permanent and tem|H>rary |)Ost.s se|nirate]\ in the 
Provincial cadre in the Public Health Department; 

(h) the numlxT <»f such isists fvermanently ami teinjKirarily held by 
MusliniH ; 

(r) the numl>er of such jxwts reserved for the Muslims acconling tt> the 
(Vimm until Ratio Rules; and 

(d) whether all smh |K>sts reservetl for the Muslims have Wen perma^ 
nently tilled up, and if not, what steps aie lH*iiig taken by the 
Government to recruit Muslims to fill up these vacamiesj^ 

Mr. SIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (m Permanent 30 and 
Temporary 18. 

(6) Permanent 7 siml Teinporar\ 6. 

(c) There is no ptirtii ular nuinWr of sm h jmvhW* rescned for the Muslim 
according to the ('oiumunal Ratio Rules hut of the jnists falling vacant since 
the introdm t ion of the Coininunal Ratio Itules, 10 jM*iinauiMit ix>sts and 8 
temporary posts have Ikmmi reserved for Muslims aciording to these rules. 

0/) Of the |»erinanent posts falling vacant ami reserved for Muslims, 5 
ha\;ji' h(H‘n filled up by Muslims and of the 1ein]mrar\ jHists, <1 have Wen filled 
up by Muslims; every vatant ixi'.t that is reservetl for a )fuslim is adver- 
tised as ieseTve<l for a Muslim ami e\erv effort is nnuie to se< ure a suitable 

Muslim. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hmfble Mini.ster W pleaded to 
state which are the posts that have he<m reserved for the Muslims and what 
are their designations? 

Mr. BIREN ROYs The Assistant Diret tor of Public Health, the Director 
of Bengal Public Health Tjaboratory. the Director of Public Healtb, th« 
Superintendent, Bengal Vaccine Dahoratory, the Malarial Kngineer (this post, 
although it was rt\serve<l for Muslims, was suh.sequeiitly thrown open to all, as 
no (jualifiod Muslims were available), and the Assistant Malarial Epidemic- * 
logist. 

Khan iahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon ble Minister please state 
whether any attempt was made to find a Muhammadan officer for the post of 
Director of Public Health? 
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Mr. BIRCN ROY: Yes, but no one wae available at the time. 

•Clim Sahib NURUL AMIN: WiU the Hon'ble Minister plomM etate 
whether applications from Mussalmans were received for that post? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 wuu t notice, 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDOIN AHMED: With reference to (i/). will the 
Hon'ble Miiiii^ter pkstse state what is the number of the periiuiuent posts 
that fell vacant, of which five have l»een hllcKi by Mussalmans^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: bjght posts fell vacant. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: What has huppeuea to the thne 
posts that did not gty (o Mussalraaus 'r* 

Mr. BIREN ROY: in tite two otiicr post>. two Mussalnuins are acting 
temporarily against two permanent posts. 

Inspeotion of the stooks of rioo in Caloutta. 

156. Mr. RANAdIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the lion ble Minister 

in charge ul the ('ImI Supplies lleparfment lie pleased to state — 

(а) the stock, pool or rovserve from which the rice that is being dis- 

tributeil troiu the (iovernmeiit Stores and Ration Shops at pre* 
sent in (’alcuttu, has In^en obtained; 

(б) the place or places where the sto(‘k, pool or reserve of such rice waa 

l>eing kept .so long; 

(r) whc'fher any sort of inspection of the different (lualities of rice 
procured was made wdM»n they were l>eing stor<»d or kept in 
reserve : 

(d) if so, the' nature of such ins(>ectioii : and 

(e) the final authority that aj>pri>ved such rice? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawmrely) : (a) and (6) A statement of godowns 

where rice in the ('alcutta area has been or is stored is placed on the Table. 

(c) Yes; this practice has been started r<M’ently. 

(d) Inspection of all doubtful qualities of rice is made l>y an approved 
rice expert. 

(e) By the Controller of l>istribution. 


Statement referred to in reply to queition No. h56. 
Address of Godowns. 

.V. .'i. Akhar. 


(1) 7, Chetla Tload. 

(2) 7/1, Chetla Hoad. 

(3) 79, Chetla Hoad, 
(4> 83/1, Chetla Hoad. 
(h) 74, Chetla Hoa<l. 
(61 77, (^ctla Hoad. 

(7> 16, Bridge Hoad. 

(8) 1, Foreshore, Hoed. 

(9) 2, Foreshore Hoad. 


(10) 3, Foreshore Hoad. 

( 1 1 )* 6, Foreshore Hoad. 

(12) 7, Foreshore Road. 

(131 8, Foreshore Hoad. 

(14) 9, Foreshore Hoad. 

(15) 31/32, (Sandman 

(16) 5/11, Canal East Road. 

(17) 242, TTpj>er Circular Road, 

(18) 20, OopaJ Neogi Imo. 
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(19) 2lv Kttmartiily Street. 

(gO) 4a. lAHik QfUeM^, 

(21) .k/O, Lw«. 

(22^ 14. Kamjsan Lane. 

(2<3) 1, BiMwatubur HalUck I^ne. 

(24) 46, Miinik B(j«« Gbat Street. 

(25) n, ETartbandra H. Street. 


[25th ltdri 

(26) 12. a. P. Bo 3 Une. 

(27) H. Nayaaaur I^ne. 

(28> 17, B. Birkar Street. 

(29) 17, H. C, MalUcik Street. 

(30) Adi Kali E.M. 

(31) Md. Aaban R.M. 


//. N. //. Pttvnohamj^ied, 


(1) 10/3, Afairitnla Street. 

(2) 1, Ahiritohi Street. 

(3) 47, Manik Bose Ghat Street. 

(4) 8, Jofl^endra M. Road. 

(5) 3, Brujudayal Road. 

(6) 3, E'ore^bore 

(7) 18, Foreshore Itoad. 


(8) 19, Foreshore Road. 

(9) 20. Foreshoie Road. 

(10) 32, Ghusuri Road. 

(11) 3, Chintaraani Ghat Road 

(12) U. Shed. 

(13) 1, Ultadanga M. Road. 


. . A. Bfuittaclwrjee. 

(J.) ‘69/7 df 09/2, (/hfilln Roat). (3) Raji^arayau R.M. 

(2j (^hetln Road. 

Gupta Brof. 

(1) 2, Giirudus Datta’K Garden (2,) 10, Siirknr Lane. 

I'®!!®- (3> 15 A 10. (^haulpatty. 

(Jochinwalla, 


(1) 9, PaiM‘hanan M. Luue. 

(2) 8, Ihiucimnan M. Lane. 

(3) 20/1/1, ( hetla Road. 

(4} *24. ('hethi Road. 

(6j^;;24/l, i'hotla Kuld 
(V)*"25. KJhetlu Ijtoad'. 

(7) 40, ('hetla Road. 

(8) 09/4 A/ Ghetln R<nid. 

(9) r. Shed [x»rtion. 

//. /T. 

(1) 40, JNhtnik’Bose Ghat Street. 

(2) 44, Manik Bose Ghat Street. 

(3) 1/4, Brajada3’nl S. ftbad. 

(4) 6. Brajadayal S. Road.-, • ' 


(10} 10/21L ( anal Road. 
(11) 11, Canal C. Road. 

(12} 31. Durjjra Ch. .Mukherjee 
Road. 

(131 1, I'lireslnkTe Road, 

(14) 3,1, I'oreshore Uruid. 

(15} 13/1*. Fore.sliore lUmd. 
(lOt 154. Foreshore HojuL 

IMa 

,(5) 5, B«d^ 

(6) 1\ ^hed, Kantapukur* 

(7) lotk Sheil, Kantapukur. 

' (8) r. Shed, Kantapukur. 


’ ^daipurioi. 

(1) 11/8G, Canal t\ 7i<iad. , (4) 4 A-fe,' Sukhlal duh'un Lane.) 

(2) 9, (!taAal East Road* (5) 4 A 5, Nawab Patty Rocid. 

(3) 8C. Brajadayal Road. (6) 3, ^awab Patty Road. 

B. N. H. Pirmd. 

(1)’ 7, Settpttklir RtMtd. (4) 2, AUreeas godown 

{2> 10, Joge^dm MtKkarjee Lane (5) 7, Foreshore Road. 

(3) i6, BattiiWai laAAit/ (6) TJ. Bkefl. 
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Bait , JUiatit: 


(1) P29» Miftdiou Row Exteusioii. 

(2) 78, Chetla Road. 

<3) 80, rhf^tla Road. 

(4) 7 2, Rood. 

(5) Shyanasuudar Ru'« Mill, 
G.D.i. 


(J) 7 & 0, I*. K. Tagore Streot 
{2} rd2, Mahar^hi 1). Road. 

(3) feA, .ludu MaUik li»iue. 

(4) 5(>, Strand Road. 

(5) 2, (Jnvin<la Addy Road. 

(0) Matilal R. K. H. M. 

(7 Sjitya Narayan H. M. 

(8) (’ornani R. Mill. 

(O') lt», llridge Road 

(10) 17. Rrxlge Road. 

(11) 43. ('hetla Road. 

(12) (;?/2. (’hetla Road. 


(6) Shyam^undar llltl* 

a.ixn, 

(7) 414, Omnd Tnink Road. 

(8) 4, Ilowiuh Road< 


(id) (iii, ('hetlu RcHid. 

(14) 2, Ratfiuiten S. Road. 

(15) 105/2, ritadauga M. Roiul 
(10) Is, I’oreidiore Road. 

(17) ' 12, (Muuidrnari Road. 

(18) 07, Howrah Rond. 

(10) 185. .1. M. Road. 

(20) Howrah dute Mill. 

(21) ('hani]>duni .lu(o Mill. 

(22) RanHlihari lute Mill. 

(2^1) 81. Mahar>‘hi 1). Hoad. 

(24) 130, Dliuriiiotfila R<»ud. 


Khaitiinji. 


Mr. RANAdIT PAL CHaWDHURY: AVith reference to (5). ig H nojt 
a fact that a large xtock of ric'e wa.** kept expoMMl in (he Rotaiiieal (tardeka 
for month**? 

Th« Hon’lilt Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARE^Ys Everybody could have aeen 
that gtockg of ric<» were placed in the Botanical Garden g hut they were not 
expoHod : they wen* cc»%'ered Vjy tarpauliria. 

Mr. RANAdIT PAL OHOWOHURY: With reference to (d), whQ is 
this expert ? ^ 

The Hoil’IHe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y8 I Wlieve be in a gentlemati 
who work.s under Afeg.grg. Shaw Wallace & Co., who han been kind enough, 
to give a report on any rice that we may send him for ingpection and reporf. 

Mr. RAN Ad IT PAL CHOWDHURYs What in hig <{uuHfication ? 

The Hofi’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY8 He ig u rice expert. 

Mr. RANAdIT PAL CHOWOHURY: Why is thin duty not given tp a 

Board cd exp^utg!" 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, we did not think H 
eeoessary to appoint a Board for the purpose of inspec ting and reporting 
on rice, which is quite an easy job. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Questions over. 

Adjounwittit MotkMi. 

Mr. HARiDA8 MAXUMDAR: Sir, \ have an adjournment motion. 

' Mr. PREEIDENT: Yes; pkaai* state how it is a matter of lugent puh- 
Ro importance. But you need not read the motion. 
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Mr> NARIDAS MAZUMOARl Sir, on account of th« entry of lapna 
into the war 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, jou must satisfy me on one point, 
"namely, that it is a matter which falls within tike responsibility of the Pro- 
vincial Government. 

Hr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, it is a matter of urgent public 
importance and it concerns the Oovermnent of Bengal, because as a result 
of the ordinance promulgated 20, (UK) dealers will be out of employment 

Mr. PRESIDENT; But it is a Central Government order. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my motion will strengthen the hande 
of the Government of Bengal to impress on the Central Government! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you cannot move the motion unless it is in con> 
formity with the rules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is practically a subject-matter 
which falls within the jiurview of the Government of Bengal ami if the 
Government of Bengal had impressed upon the Government of Imlia 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it must l>e a definite matter of urgent publio 
importance. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I submit that it is a definite matter 

of urgent public imporlance, uml 1 sliall provt* it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the }K>int is that the matter should come within 
;the sphere of the responsibility of the Provincial Government. If an order 
is passed by the (Vntral Government, the Government of Bengal cannot be 
held responsibh' for it. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, it has everything to do with, 
this Govcrninent . lh*f’aus(‘ it shows that i»y t}ji‘< f)iilf‘r. in B»*ngal pra<’- 
tically maiiN ohi <U‘alcrs will have to close their sliops - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But how do you shift the responsibility for that oa 
to the Provincial Government? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With nganl to that. Sir, 1 may say 
that the Government of Bengal have failed to impress on the Government 
of Ind ia the seriousne.ss of the situation treated by tliis ordinance. I.(et them 
prove by making a statement that it is not their responsibility. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: N o, the rt'sponsibilit \ of proving it is on \ou. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my submission is that if the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal had projierly placed the matter before the Central Gov- 
ernment, the ordinance would have been amended. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But why do you assume that the Government of 
Bengal have failed to do it, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; May I not ask for this information and 
for a statement, for it is very urgent and it will cause nnemplojnment in this 
difiBcult time in Bengal? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a different matter altogether. If you want 
information from the Government of ^ngal, you can put a shori-notioe 
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question or you can rtHiuenl the Hon’hle Minister in charjje to make a 
statement. Itut I refuse* my consent to the adjournment motion. 

Point of Information rog^ftllng ‘*8tiog** Ration. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Sir. regurdinK ifho$; ration, 1 am very 
fortunate today as we find the Hoii’ble the Civil Supply Minister in our 
midst. The 1‘urliaineiitary Secretary pnunised alsii that today final decision 
about this vexed question will he announced. 

Tlio Hon’IMt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the file about ii 

now before me hut it is in a confustnl state. There are a numl)er of recom- 
mendations by most resjx*ctablo liimlu peuthunen re^furdin^r the quantity of 
ration that should be ^iven and the (Mixties to whom it sliotild \m given. 
It is necessary', Sir, that I should examine them rather meticulously. I 
aant to see one or two [wints more carefully. I hoped that 1 would 1)© able 
to place the matter l)efore the House yesterday but in view of tim confused 
<‘ondition of the file, 1 <*ould not do it. I think 1 hIuiII Ik' able to place my 
decision before tlie IliUiNC on M(mda\ next. (Mr. Bankim CiianUKA 
MrKHKKJKK: If there is no sitting of the House on Monday, what thenP) 

Well, later on. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 

con.sider llie nect‘s,,it\ ot panning an order tt) this tdViM't now. We do 
not mind whether }m* bring-s his <le<*isi()n to the noti<‘e of the House or not. 
He might vi'iy \^ell puhlisi) i»is {|e<*i.sinn in the Cress, so tliat the llin<lus may 
get the ration forthwith Inr the deities. We are not anxious tc» know the 
decision iicre in thi.s Uoiist* We want that this diH ision should lie published 
in tfie fVess. so that tiie Hindu puhlit* nm\ get tlodi ration tor tlo* deities 
forthwith. 

The Hoci*lll0 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 note the oVmervations 
of the honourable inemlier. 

Bengal Agricultural lncoine«tax BilL 1844. 

Mr. PRE8iDENT: The House will now take up the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944, as passwl by the Assembly. The motion of 
Mr. Bankiin ( handra Mukharji that the Bill he rcfr*rred to a conuiiitU'e 
of the whole House is now under di.HCussion. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, yesterday when the House 
adjourned, I was quoting figures in supfKirt of my contention that the pro- 
visions of the Bill do not go far enough to bring all the money that is slip- 
ping away from the (iovernment of Bengal year by year, although this 
mon€*y is urgently needed for the agricultural improvement and other nation- 
building departmeutn of Bengal. Similar Bills were enacted in Bihar in 
1938 and in As.sani in 1939. In Bihar the income from the agricultural 
income-tax on an average is Us. 17 lakhs a year; in Assam on an average the 
income is Ks. 27 lakhs. The estimate of the Statutory Uommission was 
Ra. 5 crore.s. That was uW> the idea of the Taxation Committee. The 
present Bill does not go far enough. As I said in the very beginning, 
personally speaking, I cannot accord my full support to this Bill This 
is a halting measure half-way measure and that is why it will not be so 
beneficial. 
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^ 14 Ea« been said that it will affect a large number of middle-class peo|il«* 
t have graat doubt about that; but there are some pTorisions in the Bill 
rhich^ it appears to me, may affect some middla^oUss pimple with a limited 
Qcome, 

Sir, the ilumber of middle-class people who hold lands in Chittagong is 
he liirgest. The provisions in the Bill, as they stand now, may affect a 
fcrge number of tenure-holders in Chittagong and other districts of Bengal, 
►ir, it is aj>parent that the Bill will l)e enforc^ed during this war time. It 
I an admitted fact that incomes from lands have mcrCascHl owing to the 
ligh price of agricultural produce and owing to inflation and bloated money 
nurket. Now, if assessment is made on the present bloated income of a 
Rnd-holder and if his income is reduced after the war, he will he very hard 
\ii oft account of this tax. Our experience is that once an assessee, lie 
fSl continue to be an assessee, and it will l>e very difficult for him to get 
xemption from the assessors apfxiinted by Oovernment. In this respect, 
must make my humble appeal to (Lyvemment that this question of assess- 
aent should he reviewwl after the war, so that the middle-class pet)ple who 
low will come within the purview of this Bill may not he affected when 
heir income will be reduced after the war. This is one of the most imis)rt- 
nt considerations which Jed me to think that the rate of income on which 
kssessment would he made should have been raised to Hs. o.OlK). as has been 
one in the <'ase of Bihar ami also in the Travarn ore State. Only Assam is 
n exception, but it appears that in Assam the receipt is very small. 

There is a largt* variation in the rate. The rate of revenue is only 9 
kniias in a permanently-settled urea, 1*1 annas in a teinporary-.settled estate 
dad Rs. 2 in the case of an estate under direct management. The whole 
[uestion should have been reviewed from that jK)int of view, so that justice 
night U‘ done on a new plan and those who live on lands might not be 
JFected an<l Government might get mlditional income. With these few 
rords, I ac^t'ord my (jualified supjwrt to this Bill. 

MT. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH: Mr President. Sir, after the 
peeches of so many veterans belonging to diftfrent parties, a speech fjoiu 
*the l>ahe of the Hou.se” would seem to he absolutely su|>erfluoiis. But 1 
eel that I would he failing in my duty if I do n(»t sfHMk a few words. We 
mow, as has l>een pointed tuit hv our leader Khan Bahatlur M. A. Momin, 
bat tht*re are defects in this Bill. Even then we ( annot acee^it the antetid- 
pent to refer it to a <‘oinmit(ee of the whole House or to ai»\ '<ele< t com- 
pittee. Gnr positiim is ah.solutely cleai : We apprehtoid that througli these 
imendments attempts are being made to .sabotage the Bill altogether. 

laiok at (he very first amendment that was sought to he moved by 
ffr. Lalit ( hundra Ibis. Ht‘ wanted that the ron.si<]erution f»f the Bill should 
IP refused altogether. When he failed in his tacties, ainenrlments came for 
drculatiou and reference to a committee of the whole House. The right of 
peniher.s to move amendmeiit.s to refer Bills to select committees ha.s, of 
ate, been .so much misused in our province that we are very much afraid 
if this sort of amendments. So we are in favour of considering all sorts 
)l amendments without referring the Bill to a committee of the whole House 
IT to select committees. Of late, we Bengalees have developed a iieculiai" 
neptalitv. We fetd that we have been suffering from cancer. Hut when 
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the pbyi»ician advises opemtioo, we And fault with him and avoid treatmeui 
with this excuse or that* More than a quarter of a ceulhry baek, wa realiaod 
that the Secondary eduoation^ system of oUr provinoh #ail absolutely rotted! . 
But we refustni consideration of Secondary Educatioa Bill many times 
are not prepared to chanjre the ayataiiii even in 1J144. We felt long affO that 
through the Meston Award and othOr arrangements the Central Ooveriiment 
delivertKl many a heavy blow to the tinanoial ritrength of Bengasi. Hut when 
the prt>pi)«a] came to separate Bengal from the ('entrt' we did not like the* 
idea. Wc all admit that whatever might have been the justification for the 
Permanent Settlement in 179d, it is no longer suitaVile to the eomlitions of 
the present time and that the eemindary system had developetl so iitaiiy 
detects that it hud ceased to serve any national interest. Hut when the 
proposal comes for the abolition of the Permanent Settlf^ent and tb<* ikuuiie 
dary system we oppofa^ it bioth and nail. SimiJilrIy, all adMi»l Ihut iif 
proportion to the expanding netnls of Bengal's vast' phpulut ion, tlit^ lk»Venti1*f 
available for our province is glaringly inadequate. Htit when our Firiimcl^ 
Minister comes with a specific reme<ly, vik., the Agricultural 1 ncome-t4l\' 
Bill, we want to shelve it. The Agricultural Income-tax Bill that is lining' 
diacussed today is not u new lueusure in luilia. The Indian Taxutiotr 
Enquirv' (\>minittee recommended that agricultural income should not l>«i 
exempted from taxation. As we. all know, the Congress Governments 
very shy to go against the interest of landholders. They, Sir, did not date 
to consider the projiosal for tlie abolition of Permanent Settlement even 
in the Tnited Prov!llce^ where only ten per cent, of the province is umler 
PermaioMit Settlement. Hut even Omgregs Governments hml to impose a 
tax on agricultural iiH’ome in Bihar and elsewhere. 

Now, Sir, let us como to the preaeut Bill. Our friends opposite shed 
tears — I think crocodile tears — for the hungry millions who sufferer! during 
the crisi.s jieriod of last year and requested the Hoirble Finance Minister 
iH)t to resort to further taxation. This is, to say the least, very intereHling. 
Knowing lull well that thi^ Bill will not touch any one whose net income 
less than Bs. ‘l.oOtb we wonder how tlo'y iix'iitioii about the destitutes. Am 
we to understand that tfjo.se who <iied of hunger had an income of Hs, d,o(Ml 
or those w lio have got an income of Its. are destitutes.*^ 

Four year.s back the Floud Commission warnetl us in uneciuivocal terms. 
They .said: “fh«* pres<*nt sss(«*in cannot rcniuin unaltered. In fact, if the 
pri^nt conditions ei>ntinue, it may not l>e too much to say that the «ysteiii 
will break down of its own accord.” The (’ommtssion apprehended that 
there w()uld be op|s>sition against their scheme of State acr|uisition . So 
they preferred an agrii’ultural income-tax to 1 m‘ impo»4*d a« a transition 
measure, until the scheme of State aciiuisit ictti was aflecded or as a per- 
manent measure if the Ciovernment considered that State actpiisition sliould 
not be undertaken for financial or other reasons. 

Now world forces are mr^ving too fast and our social structure is 
‘‘breaking dowm of its own ac<‘ord”- We congratulate the Hon'hle the 
Finance Minister because he has understood the implications of the crisis 
4pd has bnmght this Bill which will work as a safety valve for our societyt 

Sir, r quite appreciate the arguments put forwarfl by the Mahtirnjmfhtrtija 
of Burdwan and Sj. Brojendra Kishore Boy Chowdliury* as members of th^ 
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Fioud Commiii«ion when they »ay that change in the land laws ‘'would accele- 
rate the pace of Communiitui and will be fraught with grave conseq^ence^*^ 

[ can aleo follow the argument.^ of Sir Kalini Hanjan Ohatierjee or l>r. 
fladha Kuraud Mukerji when they say that our society should be divided 
into clasMes — day-labourer, tenant-at-will, small tenant, large tenant and, 
>ver the head of all, there should be an agricultural aristocracy and an edu- 
cated agricultural middle-class. Sir Nalini Hanjan is very sincere when he 
lays that Brahmins owing to religious prohibition and other bhadralogs 
n this country on social grounds cannot plough with their own hiind.s. 
But they must possess vast tracts of land for the good of our society. But, 
•iir, my intelligence fails when an Agricultural Income-tax Bill like the 
jresent one is opposed in the name of hungry millions. 

Sir, Mr. Haridas Mazumdar has appealed to Muslim members not to 
lupport this Bill because this will hit the Muslim landholders also. I am 
■eally surprisefl how the lea<ler of the Nationalist Party could appeal to 
►ur communal sentiment to enlist our support against a Bill which is 
lational every inch of it and which has Wen moveil by a gentleman who is 
mown throughout the country as a great naticmalist leafier. I can frankly 
•equest Mr. Mazumdar not to poke his nose about our interest. For his 
nformation I can tell him that in Islam the King himself or any other head 
►£ the State has been def>rived of the ownership of land. The Qiioran has 
fiven the name of “Malik-ul-Mulk” to God and has declared reix‘atedl\ 
hat every place, that is everj' millionth part of an inch of land Wlongs to 
lod. It says “Luliul Mulk — His is all Kingdom. 

^ , ‘*Whut<*ver is in Heaven and in Karth lielongs to 

lod.” 

The Prophet further declared : “All land is of tiod, the creaturc.s are the 
ireature.s of God, Who so <|uiikens a ileati land is licst entithnl to it. 
iVho so (juickens a ilead land is His. there i^ no right of expropriation 
.gainst him.” According to Islam, land of God sluniltl Ik> distributed accord- 
ng to need. Iliimun Ix^ing. whether king <ir snl>jecl. is only a trustee, 
slam does not re('f)gnise (lass or caste — then* is no Bralimin (►r Scheduled 
^aste her<*. (luorun sa\.s: “Gli mankind. surcl\ w(‘ have (ueated you of a 
nal(‘ and female and your families and tribes so that you may know one 
mother. Surely, the most honourable <»f with Allah i.s he wlo) ex<*ecd.s 
Host in good Work and piety. ’ Xlli: *P1. Po(‘t lijbal sun.h: “( histe 
iuoran KJiajara }*aiganie Marg Dastagire Bandae, Be saj o barg.’* 
'What is (Im»ran I** It i.s a death-kmdl f(»r the rich; and for those without 
iny means, it is a I^roteetor.” 

Sir, I ean assure my fiiends that when time will come for a <‘hange and 
•eal social rec'onstrurtion, they will not find ns wanting. Already Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Muazzaniuddin Hosaiii and Khan Bahadur, M. A. Momin 
)y signing the Fioud Gommiasion Hejwrt and Sir Nazimuddin by accepting 
he principle underlying it have signed their death sentence willingly. 1 
im extremely gln<l to note that great Hindus like yourself, the Hon’ble 
r. C. Goswamf, and many others are prepared for any sacrifice for the good 
if the masses. Appointment of the Fioud Commission by you and Agri- 
mltural Income-tax Bill moved by the Hon’ble Mr, Goswami are proof posi- 
tive for my statement. It seems our British friends also, of late especially 
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alter their friendship with Soviet Russia, have changed their attitude and 
are objertively playing the revolutionary role, if not aubjertively. I appeal 
to the niembera opposite to give up all angularities and support tueaaurea 
for the amelioration of the masses. I request them to read the w^ritinga 
on the wall and help u» in Vningiug -about a New Order in our Motherland* 

With these w'ords. I oppose the amendment to refer the Bill to a Com- 
mittee of the whole House. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, first of ull, I 
shall take up the least eontroversial point raised in the tlehate. 1 ht'urd 
yesterday my honourable friend Mr. K, (\ Hoy t'howdhnrv adjuring me not 
to .slaughter a hundred thousand niid<lle-elass families! My answer to him 
is a very simple one. I do not think that the total number of u.sM»s.see.s under 
this Bill will be anything more than 3,(100 t(» 4,000. ueoording to iny 
calculation. 

The most controversial subject was raised b\ iny honourubh* friend 
Mr. Bankiin Chandra Mukherjee. He reminded me that 1 de.sc’ribed thia 
Bill as a te<'hni<'al Bill, a highly technical Bill- untl (hat the particular 
clau.s(‘ in the Bill — clause 4!1 is capable of luisapprclnuision . 1 do not 

remember, Sir, if I used the words “capable of misapprcheiisiotr ‘ . But 
now, after hearing* him, 1 do agn‘c tliat it is capubh* of misjipprclM'nsion by 
gentlemen who do not ap]d\ tht*ir minds udequutclv to this som<*ahat intricate 
problem. Ma.\ 1, Sir. \>illi \<>ur pe^iissitui, explain tin' piohhori of double 
taxation and ils ndation to the present Bill^ 1 was. imlecd. glad to sec my 
honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee making a siuious effort 
to undtu-Htand if. il«* brought with him hooks whi<-h lookeil v<*ry pomleroua 
from this disianee. He even quoted section ‘*!7 of the Cniteil Kingdom 
Finance Act. But I am afraitl, when towards the end r»f his spc'ceh he 
eonfusetl tin* prohhun of double taxation with the question of the equit\ of 
impo*^ing an agricultural im'ome-tax in spite of the far*t that lliere is already 
a provi.sion for the ]»ayment of laml-reveniie, I thought that, an in Shakes- 
peare’s “'rempe.st,” “the latter part of (lon/.alo’s ( 'oinmoiiu ealth forgot 
the hi'giii ning” . Sir. jauinit me to attempt in my own wa\ tt> explain the 
question of ilouhle taxation. The Bengal Agrnuitural Income-tax Bill 
does not jiropose to tax eonifianies as sindi. It takes the agrieiiH lual income 
of HhandiohlerH erlrneti throng’ll companies, and the meth«»d of e«dieetioa 
adoj'ted ih: deduction at the niaxinniiii rate at the time ot distribution <if th« 
dividend, -a shareholder being fri‘e to appl> for refund if the rate applicable 
to him is less than the maximum at which tlie tax lia.s been dcflueted. A 
company pa>s rio tax i»n its own account hut pays on behalf of its share- 
holders, and the tax is deducted from their respe<‘tive dividends. I may 
add that the tax pai<l in respect of the undistributed dividend cannot he 
recoufHMl from an.vh<Ml\. 

Cnlike our Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill which priiposes to tax 
incomes arising within the borders of Bengal, the United Kingdom Act 
taxes not only incomes arising within the borders of the Uniterl Kingdom, 
but also incomes earned by British residents wherever in the world they may 
have arisen, so that it is the United Kingdom which is a (Joiible-taxi/ig 
country. This double bani* of taxation in the United Kinirdom nere.narily 
tends to the double taxation in the case of some British resident*. In 
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fecpect of tho<*f of double iaxatioti in which (he income is taxetl once 

by foreijrn country outside the -British Kinpire and then a^ain by the Fnited 
Kingrlom tiovernrnent, no relief is granteil by the I'nited Kingdom Treasury 
sod the Hrliiidi residents in such casen have to Imhu* the d(»uhle hunlen.^ 
In respect of those cases of double taxation, loiwever. in which the income 
is usses.Hed in a country within the British Empire and is once taxed there 
and then again hy tlie (ioveriniieiit of the Tiiitetl Kingdom, there is pntvisioa 
for relief, emlwalied in se(‘tit>ii o( the I iiited Kingdom Finance Act of 
192B. Accor<liiig to that {irovisicm of law in the I’nited Kiiigdom, it a 
British resident cun prove that he has pai«i im^ome-tax to a country within 
the Britisli Empire and has again paid a tux on the same income to the 
Government id the Fnited Kingdom, he is entitled t<» a refund trom the 
United Kingdom Treasury, calculated at a rate of the Dominion tax, 
subject however to it maximum of halt the I niteit Kingdom rate. Thus, 
as long as the Dominion rate is half or less than lialf the I’nitiMl Kingdom 
rate, the British resident earning an imotne in an\ country within the 
Bmpire hns not to bear the bunlcn of the Dominion imaunc-tux. It is 
home hy the T.’nited Kingdom or, in o(h«»r word*., hy tlic British ta\-pa\er 
in the United Kingdom. Sir. I cannot imagine an\ Englishman in this Uous«‘ 
or outside looking foiw'urd to a date in thi* near future when tlie rates of 
income-tax in the I niteil Kingdom will I'ome down to an\ tiling so low us 
double tlie modest rates pre.Hcribed in this Bill. In the United Kingdom, 
thertdore. the indi\iduu! is relieved of tlie burden b\ tin* law in foiee there; 
and for this arrangement surel\ Bengal nef*d not cavil foi Bengal loses 
nothing thereby. I may also sa> that us a matter of ]>(di(\\ this of course 
Is a digression the Unitetl States of Amern a take ujHin thems«dves the 
W'hole burden of double laxatiim of their nationals earning imomes abroad; 
but this, as I said, is a matter of policy To the extmit, thendore, that the 
Uniieil Kingdom 'rreusury agrees to aft'iird relief to British residents, we 
have no reason to (simpbiin. 

1 shull now refer to the original clause 48 in the Bill, as published in tlie 
Gazette. It will be noticed that that clausi* has not beiui embodied in the 
Bill us it lias come from tin* Assembly and is now liefore this Ht»use. My 
own view ami the view of the Assembl\ wa?* tliat a elau.se like the original 
clause 48 wanild liavi' been r«*all\ inequitable. That has to be differentiated 
/rum the present peniiissivo clause. iiamel\ . elause 4Jb Tlie (iovernmeiii of 
ftpngal inaN in justiie objei't tt* taking iijnci themselves a portion of the 
(tunleii of the British residents, that is to say, the portion nt the burdim 
W’hieli the British Treusuiv has agreed to take upon itself. Wliy should a 
burden w hieli is legitimately, or I should rather say lawfull\ , plueetl on 
Brit ish residents earning an income in Btuigul be removed and distributed 
among the tax-jmyeiw in Ifengal in geiuTaiy While tlie 1 nited States 
Govi‘riimcnt Ivear the whole of the burden placet! on their resitlents abroad, 
the United Kingdom Government bear only a portion and expect the Domi- 
nions to bear the rest. lu this particular case of the original clause 48. the 
United Kingdom Government have not asketl the Government of liengal to 
bear a, portion of the burden. The Government of Bengal have atlopted 
^Jy the origin basis of taxation, and if. therefore, there is any double 
t^atioii of British residents, it is the United Kingdom Government who are 
letponsible for it on account of their double basis of taxation. Furthet, ft 
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ag^reeil atnong^^ ail expert# oa Public Fiuunc^ 'tbaL in JichciUiJa 
for double taxation, a tax on income deriveii from land should |ro luU> tu 
,tb*^ fiouiitrj' in which the land ia Puttialed, I tHiay quote hert* from a report 
of four International expert who aubxuittrci a rcpr^rt on double l4Xj»tiou t© 
the Lea^rue of Nations, in which they eifmuted up thi^ cnee in the.fuUo^ing 
jwordsi "Summing up these four 4iUKiiiiHle rat tons, we are UhI U» the T«ncJt|«itin 
inaJimqcL ft# the iWH'ond apd '^thiwd elements in ec(uiomio allegiauqp 
elrongly reinfowe the first inamel\ , t>rigiin. <lomicile should play only 

nJe ooittl»ared .with origin. Most tHiuntrjea a matter cf fact, 
iflloV it to play no role at all”. These are ,the Vprdf* o(, ^‘COtJoinic expert**. 
Thertdore. I may say that that provision wiia ^ 

But the question of clause 49 ^^ to be dtfftetoeii^tcd from the originul 
clause 48 which» as I have already pointed out, liM Imeii delved, ut is 
merely a permissive clause and authorises (foverulueul To a<If»pt' any step 
by way of relief from double taxation as and when iuHH^sar> . Such action 
w’ill almost invariably be taken after negotiation and for the purpofie of 
protecting the interests ot our own. nationals. It is m^'essary that there 
should exi.st in law sucli a pi nntsSive provision, so that (jt»vernmetit . may 
titke acti(»u in tlie natmnal inteiest in case the necessity fot* /mch action 
arises in future. Tliere is no <-oiumitment involved in the clause*. It simply 
empowers Ciovi'rnuient to pr<»te<'t tlo' interesti* t*f our pet>ple aiHMirdtng tq 
the neetl-i of time, 'riu" reallv ih the <a>rrect view ol the position. If evef 
in future and it inu^t be a ver> distant fut ure—British rates ot 

taxation eome dtia u te tltoibU' the rates fixed in this Bill whic h I think 

is alIno^t unlikelv thcMi it will be open 1<* the (jovernment ol Bengal .tp 
negotiate for reeipnaal relief and such negtO iation fccr reciprocal raUff 
Would naturally invcd%e the question <>t 71*0/ prtt f/c/e. It is. I re.poatj; 
merely a c lause and I think it is tecdiiiieall,\ appropiiate that 

should find a place in an Agi icultuial Inc tune-tax Bill i may point oqt 

that there i.s a similai precision in the Iiicluin I nccune-t.ix Act, minicly^ 
section 4fh/i). If honoiirahlc* iiienibe!>» care to vi^rif.v this, it is ojien U> thotg^^ 
to get u cevpY of (he Imlian Income-tax Act .iiid d<» ho. It is jiiairily for thtir 
teclinital raasou that "e uc<’epted the uiiieiidinent in (he la>w<*r House au 4 
Iwrd it emlM>tlied in the Bill. 

. ' 1 Uiink, Sir, Ihat tiie mam eOlllfoveIH^ m the distuisaions v**Hterdtt^ 
aud the day 4>efore and 1 hope that aftet the vxidanatioii 1 haw given. il 
will no iiime'be said that we have spartMl the shareholders of Kuropenu teas 
compaiiie.H of a ]H‘ini.v of -the tax that |s due from them. I sin fins most 
emphatically and I hope that htiuoura^h* lueiuberH will disabuse ifieir mitidai 
of that idea. ^ 

As regard.s the * iiiotoui tor (‘ointiiitt mg th«* Bill to u ( (iiiiinittee iif the 
whole House. I mH> sa.\ that this House is a small one and is <onipo»€»d of 
eminent men — jurists, lawyer, s and professors- -and I think we can go op 
wdth the discussion of the elaiise.s <»n the flcKJr of the House in a proper 
atmosphere and 1 do not tiiiiik there is any necessity ffu (committing the 
Bill to a Committee of tfie whole House. So 1 hope the hrmourable 
members opposite wall »ot press for it. 

Mr. BANK1M CHANOSA MMKHElWBCt .Sir. I wouUMike to • foir 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS You cannot say anything further. You hare' no 
right of reply. 

Order, order. The question before the House is: that the Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the whole Chamber. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

|ir. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 

Agr irultural Incoiue>tax Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami, Minister in charge of 

Finance Department, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(M) Mr. Shriflh Chandra Chakraverti, 

(4) Mr. Lulit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

((») Mr. Kliorshed Alain (^h<»wdhury, 

(7) Mr, Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Mr. liarnidul Huq Chowdhurv, 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Moniin, r i.K., 

(10) Mr. Biren Hoy, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the Slst July, 1944, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, it may he asked why after having h(*en defeatt‘d on my motions 
for circulation and for eoinmitting the Bill to a Comimttee of the whole 
House 1 am trying once again to have the Rill referred to a Select f’ommittee. 
When I moved my motion for eirrulation of the Bill, I could clearly see 
that tliere was no reaction either from the European Group or from any other 
member of the (iovernment si<le. I fi»und, however, to my great surprise 
when 1 moved my motion for n*ferring th<‘ matter to a Committee of the 
whole Chamber, tliat I sueeeede<l in <lruwing out some members from the 
European Group and also some members from the Government benches to 
speak on tl»e motion. I w’as exceedingly sorry when I heard Mr. Laidlaw 
saying that the only inequitable provision he could find in the Bill w'as wuth 
reference to the question of refund of income-taxes paid on l>ehalf of the 
shareholders of a company. I thought that Mr. Laidlaw w’ould widen 
his scope of enquiry beyond bis own sphere of activities and would also 
consider the que.stion of the other citijsens in the midst of w’bom he lives 
and moves. 1 do not suggest here th^t when Mr. liaidlaw' was speaking on 
behalf of the shareholders, he was speaking only on behalf of the Europeans. 

I do not think Mr. Hoy Chowdhurv was right when he spoke regarding 
the attitude of Mr. Laidlaw w ith reference to the shareholders. As a matter 
of fact, 1 know that so far as the shareholders are concerned there are both 
Indians and Europeans. There are many limited companies which derive 
income from lands and then divide the profits among themselves. There are, 
similarly, Indian r.emindar>, Bengali xemindars deriving income from lands 
by this method. So Mr. Laidlaw should have gone deeper into the question 
and considered whether there were not unequitable provisions affecting 
persons in other spheres as well. Then again, Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin 
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referred to the defects in section 49 and said that those defects should be 
removed. His plea was that there should be no relief and all the income 
which any individual — whether he is a Bengali or a Kun>|HniM or of any 
other nationality — may derive from his land in Bengal should be subject 
to taxation here in Bengal. The Hoii'ble Minister, although he fought shy 
of the books I brought, referred in the cioirse of his speech today t«» those 
sections which I ha<l quoted and which hut for (he book's ! ct»uld not have 
clearly explaineil fiu* the elucidation of the honourable members of Ibis 
House. 

Now, Sir, 1 would like to kimw whether the Hoiride Minister has 
succeeded in removing the misapprelieii'sion. which he a<lmitte»l he hasl not 
clarified in his o]>tming .npeech. 1 do not know whether he exactly used 
the words “misapprehension*’ in his opening speech, but in his reply he 
admittesl that there was room for iiiisapprehtm.sion which ought to be 
removed. I am sorry to say that in trying to renio\e tin* misapprehension 
he has suc‘c<‘eded in making liis case uairsi*. fie has accuseil me of confusing 
the issue of ilouhle-taxal ion dealt with in clause 4J1 and in going to clear Up 
that confusion he said tliat no spi»cial relief was prov ided for any one under 
the provision of that section. But h«* had to cliangc his opiiium in the same 
hreath and say that the English tax-payer i>r a British (ax-payer will get 
the entire relief from the British Exchequer, because at present the tax 
which he has to i>ay in the rnited Kingdom is more than ilouble the tax 
which is levied in Bengal and that Bt'ngal will not suffer in any manner. 

I am sorry to sa\ that tlic Hon’ble Minister has not been able to remove 
the iiiisappndiension as to why then elaiise 49 was ins<‘rti‘d at all, I would 
again ask him : if there was no likelihood of any occasion to apply lh«^ 
principles as embodied in section 49 of the Bill, why is he so anxious to 
incorporate it in the Statute in spite of the protest of the Opposition members K 
If it is the case of the Hoirble the Kmaiice Minister (hat for li considerable 
time to come there will be no occasion for any application of section 49, 
then I say let him come out straight and have the courage to admit that 
this clause be deleted altogether from the Bill for the present, and that it 
would be re-inserted when occasion arises. Why introduce this vague clause 
by which the Provincial Oovernraeiit retains to itself a power to make by 
notification in the Official Gazette the provision for granting relief without 
mentioning the nature of the relief P In this connectiim, I may say that the 
provision as contained in the original section 48 was rather better than the 
provision which has been incorx»ora1ed in section 49. There, we had some- 
thing definite, but here we are absolutedy in the dark. What the Provincial 
Government would do is left to their sweet will ami fdeasure. As a matter 
of fact, I illustrated my objection to this section by referring to a particular 
question yesterday, but I have not bad iiiy reply to that. In connei tion 
with mv motion for referring the Bill to a ('<imiiiittee of the whob? f bamber, 
this much was clear that 1 got the opinion of some members of the (Jovern- 
ment that there were some clauses which reijuired to lie considered and the 
only thing which i.s necessary* at the present stage to clear up is; whether 
there should be a Select Committee or the matter should be further discussed 
in this House when the clauses are to be considered, as has been suggested 
by the Hon^ble the Finance Minister, Sir, during the last few days while 



were eontid^riag the varia^fOth^ I ^pte«ee4* my views that >Vf 

J^ve had bitter experienca w|fa: we [opmfi to ^consider an^ Bill, clause bf 
clause^ , . . ' ' ' ' ^ ■ 

The other day when I spoke oyt that ibe/ [Gpyernuumt membyr? 
that a comma or a semicolon should not be rem.&ved from 
Bilk, Khan Bahadur Motntn protented against that remark of mine a^ 
stated, ‘/Well, did not we accept the ainexuiiments of the Opposition iy 
rBipe(?i of the Beyga! J^and Alienation Bill?’' I admit that some change# 
were introduced at the instance of the Opposition. But that was a Bill 
which was introduced for the first time in this House and it had to go to 
the Lower Mou#e; this is why the Government members agreed to the 
changes put forward by the Opposition. This Bill comes to us from thh 
J^)wer House and if any change is accepted, it w*ill have to go back agaili 
to the Lower |lou«e,— a contingency which tlic Government are not prepared 
to face with equanimity — an<l therefore it may he that the Government 
should intend that the Bill should V>e passeil as it is without any chunge 
anywhere in the Bill. It is for the purpose of guarding nguin.st tliat attitude 
of the Governmetit that I am placing my motion for referring the Hill to a 
Select Committee. In tlie Select (’omimttee we can disenss the pros and 
of all the sections; and if any change is found mnessurx , we will make 
ettitahle ehanges. This proeediire would nltimutelv lead to crmsiderahle 
saving of time by <»hviating the need for moving a large number ot aimoid- 
ments whieli would otherwise be moved by the Opposition members. As a 
matter of fact. Sir, thi.s House hn.s got to tyxercise its fumdion of review'ing 
H Bill. espeeiallN an im]»ortaiit fis<“ul Hill like the Agricultural liicome-taX 
Bill which will saddle the ]»ei>pb‘ with a fre.sh burden at a time wlieii they 
Ure hardly able to meet both ends Therefore, it is n<*c(*ssarv that the matter 
should be considered in the e<»ol atinospben* of a Select ('ommittee where 
we euti informally and dispassionatel\ discuss the ‘lections and consider what 
cliange.s should be made in the Hill. 

• Now, Sir, in eoniieidion wllb mv molnm for reftoring the Hill to a 
(Committee of tlie vvliob* House I leJerred to sfune sections attd now iu 
tHinfiiHHion with my tuotion for referring tlie Hill to a Select Commitlee £ 
WHl n‘fer to some other sections of the Hill. u* 

1 wdll novtr take up onv very inequitable jirovision w bieb I think has 
incorporated in the Scheilule to the Hill and that i.s with reg-ard to the tax 
to be paid by fb© members of a Hindu nndivideil family. If Ue look to 
Scbedule A, we find the following provision with i-egard to the payment of 
tax by the Hindu undivided family In the case of every individual, Hiud% 
undivid«<T family or Uuler of an Indian State, the tax k proposed to be leviod 
in a certtiiu manner. Then, if we look to clause 2 of Schedule A, in the 
case of a Hindu undivitled family which coUsist.s of brothers only, there is"» 
separate provision. Now, *Sir, what is the rate in this rasey If flu* shar© 
of ii brother is H.s. H.oOO or les.s. then the tax will be four pies in the ni|H»4*t 
What is objeetinl to here is that in the case of a Hindu undividded family 
consisting of me!nl>ers other than brothers only, the rate is levieil at <m« 
rate, naniely, f pies in the rupee on an iucnioe of Rs. •b5(K): but in the case, 
of a Hindu undivided family which consists of brothers only, the tax is foU|* 
pies in thfe tPUpee. Nd^w-, auppoae then© ar© four broihet# in a Hindu uudivbleil* 
funily haViMg an rncome of Be* 14,000. 'Ea^' of them tberefoire getaf sd 
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income of 3,500 and the rate that ia propoaed in ihia caae ia four pica in 
the rupee, without any initial deduction of Ra, 1,600; that ia what I think 
the schedule proposes. In the case of a Hindu undivided family consisting 
of brothers only there is evidently no relief with regarti to the initial income 
of Rs. 1,500; and in addition he is made to pav a tax which is greater than 
in the case of a Hindu undivided family which does not consist of brothers 
only. If the share of a brother exceeds Hs. 3,500, the average rate appli- 
cable to the share of such brother is to be assessed if he were assessed us an 
individual. 

With regard to this provision 1 beg ti> submit that if it is allowed to 
stand, what will happen is this: All members of Hindu undivided families 
will disintegrate and the effect of this will be (he abolition t>f the joint 
family system; that will be the effect of the two separate provisioi^ in this 
Schedule, 

With regard to definitions, the definition of a Hindu undivided family 
has been qualified and I do not know why; this requires elucidation. In 
the definition clause, namely, in clause '2, sub-clause 8, it is explained that 
Hindu undivuletl family means a Hindu undivi<led family governed by the 
Mitak.ifiara l*aw. Tln*iei<»re. in Stluvliile (.1 Himlu undivided family 
includes families governed b\ the ituksham Law. 'I'here is nr» provision 
anywhere and I do n«»1 kioiw wliether (his was intentional or accitlental. I 
think the Hon’lde the Finance Minister knows that there are Hindu un- 
divided taTliilie.t goviTiied by Ihtyahhuy. Then there is another thing. 
No definition has been given ol the term “Person"; but in Hub-<duuse 9 
of clause 'Z it is said, “person" includes a Hindu undivided family, a firm, 
a eoiiipuny and (be Uuler of an Indian State. I do not know what is 
intended, so far as the members of Hindu undivided families governed by 
DayahUag are concerned. Are they iiicludeil in sub-clause 2 of Scbeilule 
\A)Y Hut 1 think there also it will not include undivided families gov- 
erned by Dnyahhay school of law. It is limited to members governed by 
yttakxhara .school of Hindu law. Therefore, possibly all Hindus governed 
by Dayahhag school ol Hindu law are classed as individuals, whether they 
are members of undivided families or not. I think that mutti*r should 
be clearly stated if the reference to them was accidentally omitted. In this 
way, 1 <*an refer to several other instances but I do not want t<» take up the 
time of the House. These reasons will apply with greaWr f<»rce here fur 
referring the Bill to u Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee cotisisliug of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi ('handra Goswami, Minuter in charge of 

the Finance Department, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(3) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(4) Mr. Lai it Chamlra Das, 

(5) Mr. Nur Ahmed, , 

(6) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Sultan addin Ahmed, 

(8) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

107 . 
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Khan Bahadur M. AMiil Moiiiin, c.i.k., 

(H)> Mr. Birfii Hoy, and 

(11) thf* mover, 

with instructions io submit their report In the dlst July, H>44. and that the 
number of rm*rnbers whose presence Hhall be necessary to constitute a f|uoruiii 
nhall be 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. I resident, Sir, 
1 rise to support the umendment moved by my friend Mr. Bankim t’haudra 
Mukherje(*. Sir, the <d»jett of this amendment is not to delav the , passage 
of this taxation measure. His object is the j»erfe(‘tly le^ritimate one of 
^ivin^ this (’hainber an opportuiii(\ ol threadbare into the provisions 

of tlie Bill whir-h, is pas.sed. will uitileriitiiie the interest ol one clas.s of His 
Mujivsty’f subJectH. If this (‘hainber has an\ iitilit> in the mecdiaiiism of 
the ^rovernuiHa* o! this provime, it (an la* sat isiactoi il\ proved (»nl\ in tiu* 
cus(* of a intnisure like this. 'Fhe Low(*r House i»‘]>resent ing the ;.rc:it'ia! 
mass ol the people is not likely to pay due attention to a Bill w hu h atlects 
vilallv onl> thosi* who have lar|tre ufjrricultui al interests. ( ’onse(|ucnt ly , 
Sir, it does not stand to leason that siinpls because tiie Bill has been 
examined by a S(d»‘ct ('ommittei* of the Lowto House, it should be taken u}> 
claUHc by clause in this ('hainber without jiritin^ tbrou^li the inter\enin^ 
committee sta^-i*. 

'I'he bulk of the income uhicb the Bill is intended to rais** will be ibuived 
from the rent-recei v('rs in this piovince But, Sir, the position <«T this class 
has b<*en made v«*ry uncertain b\ the steps vNhieh have alr»‘ad\ been tak(Mi 
and bs the announcement N\hieh has alread\ been mad»‘ b\ tlic ( i overn ment . 
It is not 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: On a point ot order. Sir Sir. max I 

su^U’«‘st that all tlie Seb‘ci (ommitlee motions b(‘ first put «ind then tie 
discussion max fid low ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there ai'c dilVeieiit dates ^iviMi b\ «lifler(‘nt 
jjersonii. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: It is not unlikei> 
iiiat after the war. Permanent Settlement will be abolished and the reiit- 
receivin}^ rights ot the zeiuind.as and talukdars will be aeijuired by the 
(iovernmeiit on tlie basis of some nuiipensation. In view of this fact, it 
seems to be an aet ol ^rave injustiee that the iiieome of this class should 
now be lowered by the imposition ot a tax like this and the possibility of a 
fair compensation umlerinined tbereby. While 1 am n<»t definitely aguiiidt 
an AK*'ii'ultural ImMune-tux in all (‘ircuiiistanees, 1 do not rhiiik it is 
equitable to impose it before the question of Permanent Settlement is 
decided, one way or the other. 

There are also many other features and provisions of the Bill which 1 
do m»t like and whicli can be discussed dispassionately and fruitfully only 
by a select eommittee. 

With these few words. Sir. 1 support the amendment moved by my 
friend Mr. Bankim Pbandra Mukherjee. 

Tll« HOfl’bli Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 need not take 
much time of the House but I intend to take up one or two clauses ab^.mt 
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which honourable meuiWrs have their iiouht.-4. Fur iiiatiUH'e, the 4 |ue 9 tioti 
of the iliiidu luidividtni faiiiily. Aithtuigh thin is not the proper occaHion to 
discuss the iiiattiT fullv, yet I in»\ poiut i»ut that after examining the twt> 
systems of Ihnjahhiiff and \( itakf^hnrfi the (*t»vernnu*nt have to this 

Aittaksfuint ^\steiii. In the ease of tlie Ihi^ahhutj HintUi undividoii family* 
the share ot euidi iiidiviiluul is deternuned and «leternu«uhle at ttn> time. I 
think i need not e\{dain its impin at ions more full> at this stUj^e hut when 
the matter eome.s up before the House in tht' efoirsi* of the dist ussuui of tbo 
clauses, | shall ** fuller exphiiiution cd the sNstem. 1 do not think 

there are ver> many matters about whieb (here are tloubis in the bonourablo 
meinbeis' minds and J am afraid, 1 shall ba\e to hasten tin* prt»f^r»‘ss td the 
Bill. brankl\ speakin^'^, that is the reasiui wb\ I opposr the motion for 
referring tlu* Hill to a Select (’ommitl«*e. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There ate tliKa* other motions on this suhjeio. I 
shall ask the honmiralde meniherH to movt‘ their motions and speak on tlo'in 
and then I shall ask the Jfnn’lde Minister to jifive a joint reply to iili the 
motions. 

Mr. Haridas Maznind.ir, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I lie^ to mo4e that the Hijl he 

referied to a Seled ( ’(tnmi it ter eoii'-isi mjr (d 

ill The H on hie Ml I'll)*'! i ’ haiolra ^ ( i osw a in 1 , inistto - ili-ehar^e of 

the l*’inan<*’ 1 )e pal t nient , 

Mr. Lalit t liaiidra Da". 

(■?! Mr Kainiin Kinnai Dntta, 

<t» Mr \\. H (i I iU 111 law, 

Mr. IIumaNim Kalor, 
ifi) Ml , Nur Ahmed. 

<7) Khan Sahih Nmul Ainin. 

(S) Khan Ihihadnr M. Ahdul Momin, < m.k , 

{{)) Ifai Bahadur Hadhiea Hhusaii R<»y, 

(10) Mr. Hiren Hoy. and 

(in tile mover, 

with instruitions te suhnnt their lejiort hy the dlst duly, 1044, and that 
the numher id meinhers who.se preseme shall lie neeeHsar\ to comifitute a 
quorum shall he four. 

Sir, the moving of this motion is more or less academic. I con«i(fer it 
almost like ervinfr in the wildernt*ss, as my friend has already said that even 
a eomina or a semicolon will not he changed I htive said if on another 
oceasion that the HonTile the Finaiiee Minister has not the authority to 
do ao. 

TNi Hofi’bto Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMl: 1 never aaid that I 
objected to changinir a comma or a semicolon. I never said that. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: You cannot do so. I know. But it ia 
practically wasting the valuable time of the House. Still I shall try f<i reply 
to aome of the remarks made by the Hon'ble Finance Minister, As regard# 
bia remark “bad finance ”, it implies that practically the Floud ( VunuiJssion 
Report haa been flouted. The language of their jecommeiidation was so clear 
that it requirefl little underntanding to /tee that the word aolely therein 
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meaon ear-marking. If the Qoverumeni propose to spend the proceeds of 
this tax for the benefit of lands in Bengal, why do not they have the courage 
to say that the amount would be ear-marked so that it can be ear-marked. 
But you say that it is bad finance. I remember the story of a rich man. I 
will narrate it briefly. The Manager of the rich man approached the pro- 
prietor and said, “Sir, the rent of this house should be ear-rnarked for the 
payment of tax and this income of your zemindari should be ear-marked for 
the payment of revenue”. The rich man said, ‘'Why, I cannot allow that. 
If every pice is spent for paying tax and revenue, I shall have to borrow. 
How can I meet my club bills ? No, this cannot be.” This is the case with 
our Government. They have t(» meet their club bills. They have to meet the 
expenditure of their huge estahlishments. I think that at least a major 
portion of the amouiit that will be realised from tins source will be si»ent 
for the purpose of r«*alising it and the little that will be left will go towards 
increment of salaries or for some other purpose and not a penny will go to 
the benefit of the lauds. This if> wh\ (he of bad finance has been 

trotted out. The> fear that if they ear-mark tlie Jiroceeds of the tax for 
the benefit of the lands, their own expendituie will have to be curtailed. 
For the benefit and welfare of tie* cnuntr> ami the nation-building depart- 
ments if this sort of fund is created, a good deal of benefit can come to the 
country, but they (bui’t care to do so. We have repeatt'd this argument 
< 0 / nauifcani ami 1 do not like t«» go int<» it again, for it is no use doing so. 

As regards the policy of the Ministr\ b>o, 1 do not like to waste the time 

of the House in referring to it, for whatever we may say is not likely to 

change the mind of the Ministry in any way. In the Select rommittee the 

provisi^ins of the Bill may be examined thoroughly and (dosely. On the 
flo<ir of the House many important amendment^ cannot bt* considered dis- 
passionately as tbe atmosphere which obtains her(‘ is far too rigiil and 
formal. So in the interest of the Bill itself. 1 say that it should be sent 
to a Select ( ‘•uninittee wdiere it^ provisioiw cun be carefully exaiuined. With 
these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of (he Hou.se, though 
I know very well that it will be rejected. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Tan. 
AlhMli Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD dAN: Sir. I beg to 
move 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. the Khan Bahatlur's motion is out 
of order. Iwcause it does not provide for representation of sufficient members 
from our group. # 

Alhad) Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: What is it, Sirf^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that you have not provided in your 
Select Committee motion sufficient number of members from the League 
party. 

Alhad] Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: I do not know, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your motion is, therefore, out of order, and cannot 
be movivi. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, in view of the fact that two motions 
have already been moved for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, I do 
not propose to motion my amendment. 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS Very well. Motion moved: that the Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The How’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami. Minister in charge of 

Finance Dejmrtment, 

(2) Mr. I^lit Chandra Das, 

(3) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Mr. VV. B. G. Uidlaw, 

(5) Mr. Humayun Eahir. 

(6) Mr. Xur Ahmed, 

(7) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M, Abdul Momin, r.i.K., 

(9) Kai Bahadur Kadhica Bhusan Roy, 

(10) Mr. Biren Roy, and 

(11) the mover, 

aith instruction to submit their report by the 31st July, 1944, and that the 
number of members whone presence shall he necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be f(»ur. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD dAN: Mr. President. Sir, 
I rise to support the motion m<»ved b\ my friend Mr. llaridas Maxumdar. I 
may say at the outset that 1 am not oppo.sed to the principle underlyin|.r this 
taxation measure. But the manner in which it is being rushed through in 
this House and tlie scant attention paid by the Government to the sugges- 
tions iiiiide by inembers of tin* Opposition strike me as being very obj»*ction- 
able. Kv<*n the simple* .unendment that the Hill l>e referred to a Select 
Committee is ]»erbaps not going to be accepted by the Hrm’ble the Fimineo 
Minister. I understand that the Hon'lde the Finance Minister wanted to 
proceed with discussion of the Bill, clause b\ clause, in this House; but 
it is ver\ dittiiult tr> dis('uss it clause by t'lause in this Housi* in the same 
way as it could be discussed in a Select (’oininitlee across the table. 1 may 
add that I urn always in favour of new' taxation because unless those wdio huv© 
sufficient suriilus iiione> are compelled to give their shun* in the shape of taxa- 
tion t4> the I'rovincial Kxche<juer, nn improvement in the condition of the 
masses of the province, ecnnomicaly, educationally or even morally, is possible. 
We have been working the Provincial Autonomy for a long time— for the 
last seven years and it is surprising (hat our Ministers, our leaders, could 
not bring in su(*h a Bill earlier. It is generally said that the system of 
Permanent Settlement is responsible for the present economic condition of 
this pmvince; but in my opinion the repr<*sentativ<*s of the people in the 
Provincial Legislature are res{>onsible for this state of affairs. They do 
not care for (he masses 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Khan Bahadur Sahib, the subject is whether the 
Bill should be referred to a Select Committee. So, please conhne vour 
remarks to that. 

AthadJ Khali Bahailur tIuUkh MUHAMMAD 4ANs Sir, I am coming to 
that. What I wanted to say is that the present deplorable economic condi- 
tion of the province is due to the callousness of our leaders for the la**? 20 
or 30 years. Party frictions are rampant and nepotism is the order of the 
day. There is no end of placating the Satellites and henchmen of the Party 
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in power in the ithape of appointments to their friends and relations to the 
iliffererit posts which have been newly-created. Many new abenues are 
bein^ created daily for the benefit of their own snppijrters. However, the 
incasure which they have broujrht is a very useful one and I entirely 
RUpport it; but I think Cioverniiient wouhl have <hme well to refer the Hill 
tf» a Select (hniunittee of the Lpper H4»u.'‘e sf) that the same niijrht he 
discussed tlieri* threu<lbare and iiian> improvements which are larkiujr at 
present may be usefully intnaluced 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr I n nidi *nt. Sir, 1 would hke at tl»c outset 
to congratulate my honourable frieinl Mr. Muhamnia<i Habihulluh tm the 
able maiden Hi)eec}i which he huM made in this Ifjoise. H»‘ reft-rred to himself 
as the lisihv of the Ilniiso. M\ oiil\ eominent is; if he really is a huh> . he is 
an rnffutt trrrihlr. From his very birth, he is throwinfr his arms and le^s 
vi()l<*ntl\ ami with his very first blow hitting t‘ven the veti^rans cm my left. 
Every member of (hi^ Hou"'** should he atraid of tin* peregrinations of tl\is 
rufuni trrnhlf because he hits imlisei iminateh I would ndcr hi*- remarks 
Kpei'iallv to ni> honour .} Ide tnf‘nd*» (tppoMt*-. lu his tiis. sp.a'ch, 

be sa>s that lo- is not going to be content to hit the ttppimiturn onl\ 
He gives imlifut ioiis that he wmubl at least some ot hi-' hlows for 

Iho'-e who Lilt- at tin* moim-nl sitting with him in jiiendh 'omradeshin. 

He savs that when tlo* oecasitm comes, he will not di'>t inguish between lliosi* 
who sit with him and th«‘ im-inhers oj»posHe hut would alwa\s tight f<M' the 
eau-i* of. wfiaf ht‘ was pleased to lall, tlu- levolut ionarv ami the progre'-ive 

foi'ees of tin* country. I hop*- that when that oerasion comes, he will not 

Judii* his Wolds ami will ke<*p to ilo- promise he hiis made 1 would 

also like to watch some of tin* nurses who have usheietl this (ufani ternhiv 
into rMsi(Mic<‘. Soerate.s onee said that In* was tlie midwiie ot liutii and 
th«' midwife of d'luth was always an unv^eh'omt‘ person lb- alwavs biought 
uhmit results which mdioily e\])<*ct<Ml ! I do not know it ms hoiiourahle 
friends w'h(» sjn)nson‘d liim wioihl find fhcinsidve-' in thi- •'ante positi»m! 
lu an> case, 1 eongiatulate Mi. Habibullah on Ills able maiden spet‘cli. I 
liope be w ill alwa\s eontribute to the debate in tins House and l r> to niiUn- 
tuin a detached and impartial point of view in aii\ (j\n*Ntion whn h mighi come 
up ht'fore the House. 

Hefor(‘ I priK'eed to diseuss sonn* of the stateimmts whirdi he has made, 
b<*fore 1 [rass on to some of the uetua] points whndi he has set forth, 1 would 
refer to one of his remarks which vias a little unkind. He reft‘rred to my 
honourable frieml on the left ami saiil that Mr. Mazuindar hml no right to 
Bpeak on behalf of tlie Muslims ami that he ditl not know* the (luestionR 
which afbn’t the Muslims. I must sav that Mr. Habibullah has perhaps 
forgotten his e!ect<»rate. Ink** Mr. MaKUtmlar, he is a representative of a 
joint eleetorate, whethbr he likes it or not. My honourable friend opjKrsite 
bus been sent to this House by the joint vartes of the members of ^lifferent 
communities. If I am not mistaken, a big slice in his vote came not only 
Iroin the Hindus but also. I Indieve, from my friends on the left who have 
come from ver\ far away. Jsiniilarly , my friend on m> left has been 
returne<l to ibi» House by the joint vades of the Assembly. He is one who 
represents all the communif ies. and therefore, I think he is entitled to speak 
on questions which affect the interest of Bengal as a w’hole. 
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Now I rome to xome of the rttateineut!« whirh Mr. Hahihiintih luix iiuoie. 

1 welcome his assertimi that he is for the uholitiou of the IVrmuiient Settle- 
ment. anti I tliink. Sir. this is a question on which we <»n this si<le itf the 
House aiol espet iallv the l*art\ whieh 1 have the honottr to r»*j»rt»sent ill thi?* 
Housf have alwavs ttuule our position p«‘rfeetly clear, 1 was rather- 
astonishetl i.) hear in\ honourahh'' frieml (q»jM»site saying’ that Sir 
Nazintmhlin hatl ufrepted the rcMroinmemlations of the Flovul (\>inmission. 
Thin < ertainl\ is news to me Wtiat we have, on tlie (»ther huml. known aiul 
wimt evrry meniher »»t tins ILoiNe aUo kiniw- is tliat the lust (iovernment 
w'hnii was t unet ioinng <ii<l make a ciec'hirat »on on tlu* Itith March, 194?1. 
The (iovennuent tlien stated that they aca'eptetl the principle of the rec«»m- 
memlation of the Kloinl ( 'omnns,sion , tiiat tlun would j^ne imnu'duite 
f'ft'ect to tins rtu'ommendat ion and that as a pridiminarx step thi^v wtuc m>in|^ 
f(» a]ipU tliesi* recoiumendat itm.s to one partu'ular liistnct (d Heiij^al, namelv, 
F indpiir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Kahii. 1 would icquest \ou to confine yourself 
t<» tlic motion Indore tin* House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir. .since tlie ipu'stiou we are discu.ssin^ is 
the atjrii(‘ult ui al iuc<mie-ta\. ti»e question »d Fern .uienl SidfhMuent v^ill 
naturallv lome up. I am not tqiposed to tlie Mill mys<df. M\ hononnihlo 
friends have seen lh.it .so lon^jr as tin* iliseussitm was with re^’’unl to the 
<’ircula t i(»n of the Hill or it-* refenuiee to a committee of the whole House. 
I took no part in the deli her.it lotis This was heeaiis^* I aicepted tin* ^enetal 
jnineijde td the Hill Hnt I do not think that the Hill is u proper measure 
Us .1 •*uhstitute to the aholiti«»u oi the Fermaiieiit Settlement, Sir, has thin 
Hill been i lit T (xl ucetl h\ the pres«*nt ( lovei nnu*nt in order to shelve the 
alMdituui ot the I'eiinaiient Settlement ^ There was sonic reference to that 
even in tlie sjieeih ot m\ lionourahle friend Mr HalnUullah ('howdliury. 
He stilted tliiit the Floud ('ommission recommended the ulndition of the 
Permanent Settlement aiul as a temporary measure the\ ahso recommendi*d 
the iiit 1 (iductioii of awr imilt ural income-tax. If the (iovernment thmmht 
that there wouhl he too nnnh objeidion to the ahidition of the Perman«*nt 
Settlement, th<‘n tin* ('ommission .sujfjfesteil that the agricultural in('om4*-tax 
mi^ht he convt*r(4*il into a jiormunent lax. If ihi.s is tin* real poHition, I am 
oppo.sed to tin* Hill. It i.s heiuiuse I um not Hatisfied that this (iovernment in 
serious about the ahidition of the lh*riuanent Settlement: it is hi'causi* they 
have not |jriveri eftec t to the promises and d»*<daratioris w hnd» wore nnnh* <»n 
the floor ot the Ia*|f ishilure that iinmediato efti'et will he ^iv 4 *n to the r<*eom- 
mendaiioiis of the Floud ('ommission h\ abolishing tin* Pt*rinaiient Settle- 
ment at least in one district of Helical, pn*liniinary to its extension in all 
other districts, it is lu'cause the (foverniiieiit h.ive not ilorn* that and because 
the> have hrouffht 4his Hill instead, that it hei'omes necessary to consider 
the attitude of the present (iovernment and tin* attitude of the past (fov«*rfi- 
ment w ith re^rard to the Periiiaiient Setth*iin‘nt . I am foroed to inaki* this 
remark 

Mr. KAOER BAK8H: On a point of order, Sir. Is the honoiirahJe 
member entitled to deal with the activities of tin* past and the present 
Government in connection with a motion like this? 



m AOEICULTUBAL INCOME-TAX BILL. [25th Mat, 

Mr. BMSIOCNTs Mr. Kabir has made it sufficiently clear why he 
waoti to explain his attitude with regard to the principle underlying the 

Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR t I am very thankful to you, Sir, for the clarity 
with which you have exw>sed the mist sought to be raised by some of my 
friends opposite. I shall not be disturb^ by the running comments 
of my honourable friend. I know very well that it is his business to go on 
making such running comments, for he has no argument to offer in opposi- 
tion to what I am saying. If he had anything to say against my speech 
he would have waited till I finished and made his remarks thereafter. He 
is not prepared to do so hut will gy on making such running comments, 
because he knows that such running comment.s would not be taken seriously 
but might succeed in diverting my attention and I might lose the thread of 
my argument. But, Sir. 1 would like to convey to him through you that 
however much he may go on making running comments, they will not be 
able U> divert me from the point that I am going to make. 

As I have said at the outset, I an» not in favour of any motion for 
circulation, nor even of the iiiotion for sending the Bill to a Committee of 
the whole House. My hoiuuirahle friend who tame very late in the House 
(lid not know that tto* Houst* was in poMH(‘SNi(>ii of flu* motion ftir reft^rring 
the Bill to a Committee of the wlrtde House todu.v . I was here and if I 
wanted to make any observations on the (luestion, I was perfectly within 
my rights to do so. The very fact that even though I was here I did not 
take part in the diseusnion is evidence that on that (luestion I did not want 
to make any comments. 

So far as the general principle of the Bill is concerned, J will go with 
the fiovernment to say that sutdi a Bill is necessar\ . It is also tuiuitahle, 
because if all other person.H who derive their income from their own labours 
through the exercise of their skill in a prtdession or in any other manner — 
if they have to pay a tax on whatever they earn, there is no reason why 
persons w'ho derive their income from posses,sion of land or simpi\ from the 
inherited right wdiich they have obtained from their forefathers, should not 
be comptdied to pay a certain proportion of their income to the Provincial 
Exchequer for the general good. I also agree with Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Jan that taxation as Mich is not undesirable. Taxation is. after 
all, an instrument through which the State rc-distrihutes income Very 
often it equalises in this way those inetjualities which obtain in society 
between one member and another. Therefore, taxation, if properly utilised, 
serves a definite social object. On the one hand, it brings wealth and money 
from quarters where it cannot he properly used; and on the other, (govern- 
ment, if it is wise, can employ the resources so derived for social service to 
the community. The different nation-building services may be enhanced. 
From that point of view, taxation measures ver>’ oftAa serve to provide 
social utilities to the large and poorer section of the community- That 
section is not able to pay for such servic/s, like education, health, communi- 
cations, social insurance, health insurance, unemployment insurance and 
the like. Tbeae services can be assured to the community at large only if 
the total obtainable income of the community can be taxed by the State 
and thereafter re-distributed between different members on an equitable 
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baaia. Therefore, taxation meaaurea as such need not he opposed. The 
question which we have to consider is: whether this particular taxation 
measure is proper and desirable. What is the purpose of this particular 
taxation measure As I stated before, my main objection to the Bill is that 
it seeks to shelve the question of the abolition of Permanent Settiemaat. 
Assurances have been g^iven on hundreds of platforms in different parts of 
the country and on the floor of the House that Paniianeiit Setilemeui 
would be abolished. Now. that question has been altogether shelved and 
instead the present Government have brought this measure as a palliative 
Of course, palliatives may sometimes be useful. But geueriilly speakings 
palliatives are often a great hindrance, bcHUiUst* they rt*c(»neile a man to (he 
present injustices and inequities. By reconciling men to (he present injustices 
and grave defects, they very often prevent any nolical reconstriu’tion, though 
such reconstruction may be demanded by the very necessities of the situation 
in which the country finds itself. 

Sir, I would submit that we find ourstdves in a position like that today 
We find ourselves in a position where unless the whole eoonoini<' life is 
reconstructed, unless the whole basis of rural economics is so changed that 
the average peasant is a free man— no longer a t«*i»ant-at-will tir even a 
permanent tenant of the zemindar, unless the present inferior p(»sition of 
the peasant is removt*<l and he feels that h«' is etpml (o any other man, 
the ills from which we are sufleriiig cannot be cured. This measure wdll 
only he a palliative, hut will not meet (he situation. I hud coiistruiiuMi to 
place before the House another consiileration. I think the honourable 
member.^ opj)osi(e will not be able to disregard it, however they might vote. 
It has been my sad experieiue that many members of the (iovertuneiit side 
have agreed with our points of view on many t>ccasions. They (heTiiselves 
said that they agreed but were unable to vote with us. Sometimes some of 
them have even voted with us. But t»> return to my p(»int. My tlisuppoiiit- 
ment is that this occasion has not Ijeeii utilised for a thorc»ugh and far- 
reacdnng reconstruction of the system of agricultural tenure even within the 
limits of the present economic situation. ^ 

Mo.st meml)ers of the House know that few co\iuirie» which are regarded 
as civilised and industrialised have any land revenue as such. There is no 
land tax in those countries. Even in England, land tax or revenue was 
abolished about 50 or 00 years ago. There, tux is irnpos<Hl on income. 
There is no imposition upon the cultivators or the tenants of the type whioJi 
we fin A here in India. If the agricultural imoine-tax is utilised as a ineana 
by which the [iresent system can be transforine<l, we on this si<le w'liuld give 
every possible support to Govemment. We could then have a graded system 
of taxation, so that the at'tual income <lerived from the land adiether he is 
tenant or under-tenant or talukdar or zemindar— would only be taxed with 
exemption as in the case of the income-tax. If the actual tax was taken on 
the basis of such income, — if we had a graded rate of taxation measure, 
that would have gone a long way towards the modification of the present 
inequitable system which we find in Bengal today. ^ 

Today we find that it is the poorest who have the heaviest burdens to 
bear. The report of the Flood Commission says that the t/i,r per mpiia 
here is about Be. 7-8 per annum which is higher than the tax in any other 
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province in India. The pargmm rate in ver\' low whereas the harga rate 
and the cultivator ’a rate are very hif^h. I regret to find that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Mininter has not considered the social implications of an agri- 
cultural in CO me- tax and used this occasion to transform the existing system 
of land revenue into a graded tax by which the tax will lu*ar some 
proportion to the actual income of the persons taxed. Today, under the 
present system of land revenue, those who are well off have a rate of four 
annas to the acre which is a ridiculously low rate, whereas men lower down, 
«uch as harffitfhtrx, sometimes havi* to pu\ Hs 2 or Us. It pt^r bigha ! I'his 
is the ral(‘ we find today 

The agricultural income-tax might liavc been a first step towuirds the 
remed\ of this state of affairs, towards the introdu<‘ti(>ii of a system w'here 
the assessment on the imlividual agricnluii iMt or tenant wtmhl In* in 
proportion to his actual iiKmine. Now. Sir. we do not also know if this 
agricultural in<’omc-tax i« going to be a jiermanent one. We have not been 
told hy the Hon’lde tin* Finance Mini-Htei whether he inteioK to luing this 
Bill only us li palliative war measure, or as an interim measure pending the 
abolition of Permanent Settlement. Fntil he states that elearly, we cannot 
do anything' dctiiiit«* It it is to be a permanent rneasUK*, then we could 
ofler suggestions hy wfiieli the system of land structure in Bengal might be 
modified and the I’erinatieiit S<‘lflenH‘nt abolished. A hint has betui given 
by in\ tnuiourabl' fiiend, the “huliv” member of this House We do not 
know whether tliis is a siilistifute for the abolition of tlie Ibuinaneiit Settle- 
rmuit. If we (imhl know that definitely, we i-onhl accoTalingU moilitx oiu 
opinion witli regard to thi** Bill ( 'laritic.ilion is therefore nece*.‘«ar\ la*t 
UH first know whefli«*r this is a pt‘rmam‘nt measure ot an mf infrrnn measure 
or a measur** winch has been forced 1>\ the e<*<»non'H- cn--i*' created bv tlie 
war. 'I’liat is the point whi<*h fii'*! nujiiires (darificat ion 1 regret l(» ••aN 
fiiat I he H on'ltle the Finance Minister has not c)arifi<*ii tliat p<tint If this 
point, is claitfied. that would largeK tleterinine oul attiTude towards tlie 

Bill. 

The ne.xt point I flould like to refer to is tliat of the incidence of this 
tax. I'lu' Hoirble flu* Finance Minister ha" told us that onl\ d.tfOO to 4. (MM) 
families would be uffeeted by this tax. 1 <lo not know where he has got his 
figures from. The Itejmrt of the Floml (’ommi.ssion puts at 2-2') millions 
those who are dep(*n<lent on rent-ctdlei'tion us the chief source of income. 
The honourable memb<‘r.s .sitting opposite an* siiaking iheii heads bi|t I am 
(tuoting this figure from tlu* Floud ( 'ommissioirs Report. It is true that 
then* an* onl\ TfHf families whieh have an income of Rs. 111,1)00 or more but 
that is a ilift'erent matter altogether. 1 quote the figure from paragraph 01, 
pagt* 40 of the Report ami the Inmourable members instead of shaking their 
heads would iln well tf» look at the Report. There are other economists who 
have calculated the figures and who hold that directly or indirect I \ 1*') 
millions are dependent on income from land. This is a discrepancy and ma> 
he startling, but perhaps the discrepancy may be explained. 1 suggests that 
the figure of 2*25 millions refer to the heads of the families and lu millions 
ift the actual nttniher of the members of the families. Well, it may be that 
at the time of Fbmd Commission^H enquiry there were 700 families w'ith an 
income of Rs. 10.000 or more. Their figure may now well be 3,500 or 
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»oni«*thin^ like that. I believe the prt»po#e<l taxable limit ia Ha. 
Theref(»re, the «lifferenoe between Ha. and Hh. haa t«» 1 h' 

accounted fur. itf rourae* I euiniot pive the iijHrure with any authority 
bei'uu.M? tin* ti^ure is not la'fore me. The llon’ble the Finance Minister alao 
fiaitl tliut he wiiN sju'akin^ only t»ii jrues.s. He that tlo* fijjure 

would he -htHHI for thtKse who are dejH'udeiit on a^’-neiilt oral humiuo' uod are 
liable tt) [»a\. the tax Now. in lt«dH 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Kahir. how lonif \ou are to take^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I ihmk I have ahioit iv^o o! ilo.eo p.ont^ to 

develop 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How munv fiutiiite'i \t>u will taker 
Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Ah.mt Id ninnite».. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDMURY: Sir, may I MURKest that 

tomorrow iu^itead ol takinj; the m)ii*ofhri.il bu‘<n>e‘;s we ma\ lakt* u)» this 
Hill and >o!m‘ othei' da\ iiia\ he fixed tor tht* iioii-otlieiiil huHiiiesHr 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I piopiise to S. 1 I u little hmjrei' toda\ and fimsli it. 
Ve-. Mr. Kaliir. \oii ma\ jjro on with your speeeh. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank \.oi. Sir As 1 was ‘^a>inj-. Sir, tlm 
tijfureN i,n\en hy the Moud (\»ninn’ssi(m tire on the ha^iis of priees in I9d8-df). 

Toda\. e\oi\ iino know*, that there han lnM*n a phenomenal rise in the prieem 

(»t •oniimoditif'*. The prno> of a^M i^iiit ura ! eommodities Inive shot tip to 
unpm odt*nio(I I.eitrhi' 1 iieudoie, if the numher of families wdin had an 
im iOiie ot K'. IddHIU 01 moie was 7(H) at that tiim*. I would suyj^eMt that 
thf nnmlai o5 tamilo'i wh{» have an ineonie of Its, 10,1)00 n<»w would be 
peihajf^ ;5,00() to 1,0H) | ipiitr see the lelevaiiey of the [mints rai.sed hv the 
Hon'hle llo- Leadei oj i lo* llou-***. Ihil the reiit-eolleetoi s ate not onl\ rent- 
<(jllerlor>. a> slatetl in the Iteporl . MuiiV K'lito olleitors whose ehiid sour(*e 
o{ income i> reiit-etdlect ion have also >rot khush k/nniNirs which they (’iiltivati* 
umler their own direct roiitrol. Their imaime has i'ertainly inereused a» a 
result of tlie incieusi* in tli(* pri< e of ugrieullural coiniiiodiiieH. 1 think many 
member^ will liear me out when 1 say that the averaj^e eolleetioii of most of 

the lafidlords has not <le(eri»>rated, hut on the contrary improved in the last 

,\ear I’he averui^c Indian peasant <loes not default if }m» has mofie.v. It 
he ha'' a little moi«* mom\\ than usual, he has very often paid evioi his arrears. 
Tiieietore. the number of lamilies w ho.se income is Hs. d.oOO and more per 
year i-' certainh hkelv to he far i^reater than that by the Hon'hle 

the Finance Mini.ster .Now, 1 do not know what i*xaetlv the ti|^ure will hi*. 
J w s’! not into detail on that [mint any further 

I would, liowever, like to ask the Hon'tile the Finance Miliistiu one 
c[ue't;orj. I* m'tual!> the niiinher is likely to he d,000. as he slates, and it 
m\ estimate of a lar|.{:er number is w rooK jmd his fi|<^tire of d,000 or 1.000 is a 
<orrect tijrure, then how i*' he jroin^ to benefit the Provinei* by tin* imposit iim 
of thin tax?' I take it thui the eolleetion of the tax will itself entail 
eoiisiderahle expenditure in setlini; up new <le[iartment». Tlie present 
Government have shown in the pa-nt that they are very expert in setting up 
new departments and in the emiiioyment ol a large iniml>er of persons 
having practically nothing to do. My honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
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Momia, th« leader of his Party, when he went to the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment, found that the officers there very often did not know what exactly 
their task was, and he was sent from one officer to another until he went 
to a man who knew his job. There will be the same sort of enlargement 
and the same sort of officers. If this is the case and if only 3,000 families 
are going to he taxed, what w^ill be the net expected income ^ I quite 
admit that he has given no actual figures and can give none. But what is 
the expected benefit to the Province as a result of the imposition of this 
Agricultural income-tax ? 

There is one other point. It is no doubt laid down in the Act and both 
the Hon 'hie Finance Minister and the Leader of the House have stated that 
the poorer classes will not be hit. I think one honourable member in his 
speech today has said that there would be no question of destitutes and that 
a person having Rs. 3,f)(K) per year is not a destitute. In our country, a 
person who has an income of Rs. 3,500 is a middle-class man or a lower 
middle-cluHH man; hut the point is that since the obligation will be on the 
peasant to satisfy that his income is less than Rs. 3,500, who is going to 
guard him against harassment? Even today, as a result of some of the 
activities of officers of the dute Regulation Department, the poor villagers 
are very (dten put to great difficulties 

The Hoii*hle Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There is a limitation of UH) bighas* 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 quite admit that there is a limitation of 1(»0 
bighas. But the (juestion remains: how^ is a person going to be taxed after the 
prices go down to a more normal level? Today the prices are at an 
exorbitant scale, so high as has never been seen in the historv of this 
country; and if <»n th<* husis of this, the tax is im])oHe<l upon a person, how 
W'ill he ever he rid of the tax? The experience of everyone who has 
anything to do with income-tax is that once you come within its noose, it is 
very difficult for you to get out. It may be that his income is not what it 
was before, bxit even then the old rates cling to him. It is really a case of 
the proverbial blanket , Even thouglv^you want to get rid of it, it will not 
leave you. Those whose incomes vary find it very hard to persuade the 
Income-tax Commissioner that their income has grow^n less. Sir, what 
guarantee is there that this will not apply with regard to this taxation Act 
also? Then, again, my honourable friend, the I^^nider of the House, has 
referred to the limit of KM) bighas. How* is the Government going to find 
this out? How does it propose to go about its job all over the province? 
Even today we find that some provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment 
Act cannot be enforced on account of the illiteracy of the villagers. My 
friends who belong to the rural areas will bear me out that even today there 
are eases where the law is not completely enforced. Further, there is the 
danger that the landlord may attempt to pass on the tax which is as8es.sed 
upon him to the cultivator; what steps do the Government propose to take 
to avoid a contingency of that type? There is certainly the danger tbat the 
xemindars may pass off this tax to their tenants and .under-tenants. That 
tbat risk exists will be agreed to by every member hailing from rural 
constituencies. It is not unknown that even in the case of the Education 
Cess, the aemindars often oollect more money than they actually pay to 
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' Government. What measure* do the Government propose to incorporate 
in their administrative machinery or the rules which they will frame under 
this Act which will nafejfuurd the tenants from a contingency of this 
nature ? 

One more jmint, Sir, ai^d I shall have finished. (Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhuet : Yes, please do.) Yes, Sir, 1 will finish within a few 
minutes. I know that my friends opposite are anxious to get away from 
here hut I would ask them to consider the Bill on its merits and to remember 
that private convenience of members should ut)t in any a*ay influence the 
discussion of public questions. Therefore, any attempt tt» try to hurry the 
Bin through because of the convenience of some members on the (loverpment 
side is not only unjustified, but I think is also an exliihitiou of irresponsihi- 
lity. As 1 was submitting a moment ago, there is one other point to which 
I would like to refer. The Hon 'hie Finance Minister attempted at some 
length today to clear the point with regard to double taxation. It may be 
that 1 am very obtuse — perhap.s 1 am — but this I must say that after tus 
learned disquisition, the point was perhaps made more confusing than it 
was hefdre he began his speech. The position, if 1 understand him aright, 
and as stated by him, is something like this; In the case of a British 
national — by the words “British National’ 1 mean a British citizen resident 
in the British Isles — he does not get any relief on any income which be may 
have derived outside the British Isles if this income is derived from a 
foreign (vnintry. In that case, he is subject to any ta.vatitm whi('h might 
he imposed on his income at the source and in addition he is also subject to 
any tax to which he may he lial)l% in terms of the British tax. But it ii 
otherwise in the case (»f iho.se who derive their income not from a foreign 
country hut from a Dominion, or a Colony or from that peculiar country 
called India, which is neither a Dominion nor a Colony , We do not know 
what it is since we are told that the British Empire has disappeared aud 
that there is only the British Commonwealth of Nations. If his income is 
derived from a Dominion or a Colony or from that peculiar nou>Domiiiion 
non-Colony, called India, in such a case the British taxpayer is entitled to 
relief on the tax which he has paid, provided the tax paid at the source is 
half or more than half of the British tax. I believe that is the position, 
as it was stated by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, Now, if that ha the 
position, so far as Bengal is concerned, there is no possibility whatever for 
a long time to come that the tax imposed here will be half of what it is in 
the case of the British Income-tax. 

Here in this Bill the rates proposed are either 9 pies or at the most two 
annas and six pies per rupee. In any case, it will not exc‘ee<l 50 jM»r cent, 
of the income. We know that the British income-tax is someti\nes as high 
as 19 shillings in the pound. So there is no comparison between the British 
income-tax and the tax here. My point i« this: if that be the case, there 
does not seem to be any reason for including any measure of exemption in 
our Bill. In the case of Canada, the other Dominions and the Colonies, 
the income-tax is imposed at the source and the British Exchequer grants ao 
exemption or refund where necessary. The income is derived from work or 
profession or other activities which are carried on here, as pointed by tbo 
honourable leader of the Oovernment Coalition party. If that i* ao, </ the 
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ini'oTiif' is derived from artiviti**^ th«y should pay the (a\ her»‘. If 

any relief i« to be fjriven and if any sutdi situation arises at any time, ih«‘n 
that relief may be obtjiined from tbt* Hriti^h Exehe(juer. The 
Exehef|uer is actiiall> willinjr to ;rjve that relief as we have heard tronj the 
Hon ble Finance Minister. Ther<‘ is then no reason for excluding' business 
(‘orporatitJU or any other ass»w'iat ion*^ of that t\pe from the oj»eratioii of ihe 
agricultural income-tax. They Hhould be treated just like an itidivithial or 
or an undivided family who aie subjerl to the law. 

These are some of the ronsiderat iorif* which we must face even after 
uec(‘j)ting the principle of the Ifill. It is our common experience that in 
respect of certain e.lauses there is agn'ement mi both side*.. There are also 
divergent points which ctiuld hettei be settled in a Seiet t ( (tiumittee across 
the table. When there is sueb a varn'ty and gradation in the amoiinr of 
agn‘t merit - when tlo're is .such gr adation in agreement and disagri'tonent , - 

these points (‘ould be threshed out in a better w'a_\ in the Select (’oinmiitee. 
It is sornetirne.s said by the other .side that tins i*. dilators tactics I do not 
see liow such a charge can he made. The Hill will not h»‘ mole tha?! a month 
and a half in the Select I’ommittee, and considering tlie advaiitajzes \i e will 
set’ure in sending the Hill (o a Select Committee, it (Munot certainlx he -aoi 
thal it is dilufor\ tactic*'. W v ac( ept the ptinciple; hut arguiiMUilH whini 
coulil not Ik* advaiH'cd on the Hooi ot tin* Ilousn rould vi*! \ well he c(tn^l^i'*led 
ill the Stdect ('<»mnuttee and a settleTm*iit arnved at without an\ dilliniltv 
Yiou, Sir, know ainl it is our past experieiiee also that ver\ often ihtficuitie" 
arise when considering a ('ornplicatiMl Hill on tiic Hooi of ihe House It is mui 
experience thaf as a le-ult of the passn^ of a jiarticular i-l.iUse, a ccitain 
amendment couhl not Ik* an-epied afli*i\vaids altliougli there wa- agiei ment 
on lioth sides with regard to it. We <'ouhl not at’cept it and could not give 
efleet to it on account of tin* fact that some iionunjial ihle claiisi* liad alrcaily 
been acccjded. In tlic Select (aunmittcc these difliculties will mu arise. 
Tin* whole thing can be surveyed an<l r(*-surveyed without an\ difhcult\. 
whereas on the Hoor of the Hous(' onet* a elaust* is passed, tliere is no 
po.ssibility what.soever of reopening that ijuestion. Since there is no 
possibility iif reopening that (juestion. the defei't winiKi remain there. In 
this connection, may I, Sir, vet'all to your attention an incident iluring the 
time of the late l*re.siderit ^ A partii’uiar i lause was adojited and afterward.s 
lioth the (loverninent and the Oppo.sitiori agreed that it recjuireil modifiia- 
tion but it could not be modified on account of tbe fact that a vote bus 
tion but it could not l>e modified on account of tbe fact that the clause was 
already passed. In the case of Bills originating in tbi.s House, such 
difficulty less, because defects may be rectified in another place where 
they have t(j go. In the case of a Bill originating in the other House, we 
do not get opportunities to express our opinion or give suggestions some of 
which. I am sure, might be acceptable to the members opposite. These 
suggestions have not been c^onsidered by Government. A ou w'ill remember. 
Sir, that we have sometimes moved for a joint Select Committw of both the 
Houses. Many of our difficulties can be solved by having a joint Select 
Committet^ of both the Houses. Joint wisdom is certainly 
superior to tbe single wisdom of one House. In any case, there 
is a sort ot give and tnki* agreement in such Select Committee. Discussion 
which is not possible on the floor of this House can he carried c-n there. 
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Often vce find that a Hill hurried thruugh in ihii^ Houm*. My hom>uriiblo 
friend Mr. Mujeumdar naxf* that not a ttoiima or soini-<«»lon in alteretl by 
(iovernnient fsiiupiy Innause th»» sujfffres>tion frt>in the tneinheic* of the 

Ojipoi4iti(»u . I ilo not Mih'.cnbe to. that view, 1 do not believe thal 
(toverninent wtnild be ‘•o impervious ns not to accept a reasonable ainend- 
iiient siinpl\ be<*au'^e it from tins >tde ot the Hotise, St»metimes a 

tendency ot tlial type im n«'tl»ed when the purl\ .■^jurii run*' but in 

moments of ((udt'r ('on^iiiei at mn tlu* honourable inetubtr** o]>po<ite are not 
yo utiiea^onable. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: Su. tio rpusti.n fe m.a put 
Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Hut I liav<* not tim.hcd 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the i| (''cus'-ion "houhl lontinue. I "hoilbl 

like t(» ^MVe full oppoitunity to the meinbei*' oi the tfppoition t»t ♦*\pr«‘f'S 
tlieii \ ieNv> 

I now adjouin the Hou*'e ull :J-|d p m. ttimonow. 

Adjournment. 

'i'he {‘fuincil tlo-n ad|oUTto*d till ‘J-lo pin on Krida\ , the ‘.,?bth May, 

I}M4. 
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M i iti bt w AbMHt 

The lollowinff members were absent from the meetinff held on the 2'>tb 
May. 1944: — 

(j) Khan Bahadur Naiiruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Rai Bahadur K. €. Banerji. 

(3) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(G) Mr. N. C< patta. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Datta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Abdul (iofran. 

<9) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(10) Maulaua Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(11) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabiah. 

(13) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(14) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahaman. 

(16) Khun Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(18) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(19) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(20) Mr. J, W. R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOL DEBATES 


Firm itt tiofh 1S#4— >N 0 . 4S. 


Th* Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Buildings 
Calcutta, t)ii Friday, the May, 1944, at 2-15 p.m.. being (he forty-third 
day of the First Session of 1944. pursuant to section iVi(2)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy P&asad Sinoh Rot, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Prisoftan taken lUKlBr Omenoe of India Rtrtee. 

173. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTT (on behalf of Mr. Bhrith OhaiKlra 
Chakraverti) : Will the H on'^le Miiuster in cdiarge of the Home Depart- 
ment be pleuHed to state 

(/i) the number (»f priniuierH in Bengal under the Defem e of India Rules 
and any other i^roviaionH oi the law on uteouut of their alleged 
|A)litieal a( tivitiew, HixM-ifying the numlM*rH of undertrinl, convicted 
and security prisoners; 

(b) how majiy aj>pli( atiims have l>een received for jjaymcnt of allowunoes 

to the dependants of the prisoners and how many »>f them have 
Wen rejected and on what ground; and 

(c) how long the security prisoners will be kept in the custody; and ii 

they will W detaininl during the entire peri mi of the war, whicn 
is going on Y 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLI AMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of ttiO 
Non’ble Khwaja Sir NaztmiKWin): ia) and (h) The information asked for 
is not readily available and its collection w'ould involve an amount of time 
and labour that w(»uld not he justifiahh* in war time. 

(c)-They will not be detained longer than it is considered nefwssary ia 
each individual case. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OASs Will the Hon'ble Minister please state 
whether Government do not consider the liberty of the pef>ple important 
enough to bestow labour on for the purpose of collecting figures which we 
want regarding the security prisoners P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: la it or is it not a fact that the Home 
Minister is actually looking at the papers of the security prisoners for the 
purpose of examining whether any of them should be released? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: There are so many thousands of applications still 
pending before the Home Minister that it is very difficult to answer bis 
question : the Hon'ble the Home Minister baa to make enquiries into so many 
things at the present moment that it is difficult to got sll theso figures. 
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Mr. LALIT 6HANDIIA OAS: Becauae th« Home Miniaier baa all the 
filea with him at the preaent moment, itt it not a fact that he known actually 
number of prisoners now in JailP 

Mr. BIRAN ROY: I have nothing further to add to what I have already 
laid. 

Pritofiari of tlio ClittUiBMig Annotfry Roiif Com. 

174. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Hr>me Department be pleased to state how many prisoners of 
the Chittagong Arlnour^' Raid Case are still iu jailP Who are they? 

(b) Is it a fact that all of them have iwoclaimed their views as anti- 
Fascists and urged an united war front in 8upiK>rt of the Allies in their warf 
(r) Do the (iovernment prf>pose to release them without any further delay? 
(d) What is their present state of health? What was their weight when 
they entered jail and what is their weight now P 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf Of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (m and (</) A stateoncnt i.s ]duced in 
the Library, I 

(b) Yes. 

<c) No. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Is the Uon’ble 
Minister aware of the fact that one Lokenatb Bal, leader of the Chittagong 
Armoury Raid, published a statement in the St^itrsmuri expressing strong 
views against the Fascists and the St^ifritman editorially recommended his 
release P 

^ Mr. BIREN ROY: I am not aware. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
why no answer has been recorded with regard to paragraph (d) of my 
question P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir, it has been recorded. The honourable 
member may see (a) and (d) together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 am sorry, Sir, 1 had overlooked that. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say what is the number >of the 
Chittagong Armoury Raid Case prisoners still in jail? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Only nine — I in the Alipore Central Jail and eight in 
the Dacca Central Jail. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased in 
state how many years they have suffered imprisonment, each of them, and 
how many years they have yet to suffer? ' 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many are ailing? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is also given in the statement. 

Mr. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Is the Government aware that 
Babu Lokenatb Bal declared bimsell to belong to the Radical Democratic 
Party? 
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Mr. BIRCN ROYl 1 am m»l aware of it. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAB* f»* Cftivernment awure of any aueh 
fhinjr? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of th« uaawor givtm m reply Ui (c)» I do not 
think it is neceaaary. 

Mr. LAtIT CHANDRA DASi Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate whether it is a fact that Bencnle Rehari Dutta has lost 12 lbs. in weijfhtf 

Mr. SIREN ROY: That is also in the statement and it is also stated 
there why it is reduced. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state that indifferent chronic bronchitis from which he is suffering could 
be iiefined as a sort of consumption f 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is not consumption. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In view of the fact that nis weight haa 
come dow'n from 1(12 to 90 lbs. will the Government consider the desirability 
of releasing him at once? Sir, there is <»ne difficulty and that is that the 
Hon'hle Home Minister is not here when the supplenienlary questions are 
being answ’cred with regard to the Armoury Raid prisoners. I think he 
should have ht*en here, so (hat he couhl give his personal opinion with 
regard to this matter in the light of the supplementary questions, e g., he 
could have ronsidfred whether 90 Ihs. \h a suffiritoitly dangerous limit 
where the (puestinn of his release c'ould he biken up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand Mr. Roy has full authority to answer 
the quest ions on behalf of (he (’hief Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Huu'ble Minister be pleased to 
elate whether he does not consider this reduced weight sufficiently alarming 
for Government to iiJiiMider the question of his rdcuHc? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is not alarming. WboiT be enteretl the jail ha 
was 10*2 and now it is 90; it is reduced only by 1*2 lbs. 

ikr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Has the Hon^hle Minister taken any 
medical advice in the matUT, namely, that if a man’s weight is reduced 
from 102 to 90 Ihs., is it nut sufficient reason f(»r his release from jail? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Government take medical opinion' 
whether he should he released on account <»f such a reduction of weight due 
to chronic bronchitis? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The prisoners are regularly examined and the jail 
doctors submit regular reports. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Is the repftrl anything like that? 

Mr. PREBIOENT: He haa already replied your question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: la the Government assured by the medical 
officer that in spite of the fact that he lost 12 lbs. in weight he need not bo 
released P I want to know whether it is the duty of the doctor to recom- 
aieiid release in such a case without being asked to do so P 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


126 th Mat, ' 


Tilt Hon’bM Mr. Klimla SHAHAtUDOINl On n point of order, Six. 
How doeA thie question arise out of it — whether medical opinion has been 
taken about the release of a prisoner or not? Medical opinion can only be 
taken in the case of an illness and if he is ill he can be treated in the jail 
hospital. But how does the question of medical opinion arise here? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. On a point of order. Sir. Is he explain- 
ing on behalf of the Home Minister or on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Secretary ? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. Mr. Shahahuddin, I think the question 
is pertinent in this way that if a person is very ill, certainly the jail 
authorities can say that though they can give the prisoner the Wst medical 
help, still the jail ntniosphere is not congenial for the prisoner. 1 think 
that is the ground on which Mr. Das is asking the question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs^ Sir, I ask whether Government would 
ronsider the desirability of ]>utting Hinode Beharv l)uttn\ (^a><.e before the 
nieilical board for releasing him after consulting the doctoj y 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Dan. you are putting so nian\ (|ue.sti(>n.s at a 
time that it is vcr\ difficult for Government to answer all the (juestions 
together . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sn. Will the Hnirble Minister 
please state whether the Government is prepared to place the case of Binode 
Behary Dutta before a mtalical expert or a medical board to ascertain whether 
he I’ould be released in view of his indifferent chrotiK* bronchitis ? 

Mr. SIREN ROY: 1 have already answered that question. 'Phere are 

regular medical inspection in the jail and in this parti(*u]ar case the 

prisoner’s state of health is not alarming as to tief‘essitate his release. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Would Govennnent consider the desir* 
Ability of putting his case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government has already replied to that question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: General speaking, us Mr. Shahahuddin 
has already |a>irtt<Ml luit. it has never been raised in the medi(“al hoard or 
before the mediiai ixpert as to whether the prisoner shf>uld he released on 
Accoufit i>f bis indifferent chronie bronehitis. So, our supplementary ques- 
tion is. wluthcr Government are agreeable to put this matter pointedly 

before a medical board to a.sk them to cunsider whether under the circum- 

stances the piisoner should he released. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Expert opinion has already Keen obtained and the 
opinion is that the prisoner’s case is not sufficiently alarming as to consider 
the suggestion of releasing him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My original question was — (d} What is 
their present state of health? What was their weight when they entered 
jail and what is their weight now? And in reply a statement has been laid 
on the table irom which 1 find the names of Ganeah Ghose, Anantalal Sen, 
Subodh Kumar Chowdhury, Lai Mohan Sen, Sukhendu Dastidar, Saharam 
Das, liokenath Bal and their weights have also been given. But in the case 
of Benode Behary Dutta, when he entered the jaii, was 102 lbs. and now his 
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wmgbt biaa been gi^en ae 90 Ibe. and be baa been auffering from aa 
indifferent chronic broncbitie. So, under the circumatanoee I want to know 
whether Government will conaider the deairability of placing the cane of 
Binode Behary Dutia before a me<lical board for hta releaae. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He haa replied to that point already. So, what more 
do you want from Government to hear? Put your quefltion specifically ao 
that Government may aay “yes'’ or “no” to your qucNition. 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. Will the llon’ble Minister 
please state whether the Government is prepareil to place the case of Binode 
Behary Dutta, who?e weight has been reduced from H)2 to lh«. and who 
is suffering from indifferent chronic bronchitis, b»‘^or<» a medical boanl or 
before a medical expert for the purpose of ascertaining whether his case 
is fit for release? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 repeat m\ previouh answer that all these oases, 
including that Balm Binode Bihan Dnttu. were placed before an expert 
medical doctor and his case was not suiliciently alarming us t«» justify the 
consideration of th<' suggestion made by the hoiumruhlt* member. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Sir, tlu^re an* oth«»r (juestions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Das, I gave you sufficient time to put supple* 
mentary questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quest ions over. Mr. llandas Mar.uinflar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, would you please pass over the 
next item in the agenda that stands in my name for the next day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yt)u do not want to move it to-day? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No. Sir, not to-day 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let the matter stand over. We now eome to the 
next item, namely, Non-official Kesolutions Mr Nur Ahmed. 

NON-OFFICfAL RESOLUTIONS. 

/ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the other day wlien 1 was speaking 1 suggested 
that (jovernment have done and are doing ail that lies in their power to 
do for spreading edueation among the Srhedu1e<l Dastes people. In support 
of thi.s I quote from the f Jovernment of Bengal’M Ueport for the year 1940- 
41. In that report it appears that the numher of students of Scheduled 
Castes has increased appr€N‘iably as eompared with that of 19.'19-40. In that 
year there were 444,945 male students in all institutions of Bengal and 
93,570 girl students in all the institution.s totalling 538,515 as against 
473,403 in the year 1939-10. This increase has been effected in one year, 
and the number of students of both sexes has increasec! by 05,112. Govern- 
ment in that year gave special facilities for the boys and girls of the 
Scheduled Caste people and they have spent Rs, ]0,0fK) for books 
and slates for the Scheduled Caste students and Rs. 5,400 worth 
of scholarships have been provided for in high schools and 
Ri. 72,000 have been spent on scholarships and stipends far 
Sehaduled CMt. .tudent. uid Ba. 28,344 for eoUe«. .tudraU. Qortmmmtt* 
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ht^ve 9et apart Ba. 5 lakka lor oncouragement of advoation among tba 
Boheduled Caate atudenta. In aupport of thia argtunent I want to cito com* 
parativa figures of the progress of Muslim students aide by side with those 
of Scheduled Caate atudenta. Of course. I know that comparison is a very 
bad thing. But I make this compariHon from no other motive but to show 
that Government ia wide awake to the needs of the Scheduled Caste children. 

From the (^ompurutive figures given in this year's report, Appendix 
4A, I find that in that year in class 1 of the primary schools there 
were 897,483 Muslim students and 244.979 Scheduled Caste students. 
But in class IV we find that the Muslim students were reduced by 
9/lOths and at the same time the Scheduled Caste students were 
reduced h,\ 8/9th.H. Fioin 21,400,(JtU) then iiiinilKU uiis reduced only to 
24,000 in class IV where the number of Muslim students was reduced from 9 
lakhs to 80,000 only. In class VI the numb, r ot 24,000 was reduced to 7,301. 
In the case of Musalinans it was reduced to 24.0Hi only. Again, in class 
IX, this number was reduced to 1,858, but in the case of Muslims it was 
reduced to 10,055 only. So, taking these figures as they stainl it is apparent 
that the Scheduled (aisle student.s in Bengal are advancing more rapidly 
than the Muslim students in Bengal. We all of us on this ■^nle tlesirc that 
they should make much more rapid progicss in the field ot education; we have 
•very sympatli> with them in this And I think (ioveninient i.s ihnng all 
that it possibly can foi them. But one thing is apparent. I find that in 
respect of c^legiate and post-graduate education then number is very 
misenihlc Tht‘s need eni'ouragenieiit in th«* stage of c(dlegiate education 
and also in re.Hpe<‘t of posl-graduatt* education I find that the resfdu- 
tioii is Nei’N w i<le ; it wants that (iovernim lit >iliould “et apart a sum 
of Us. 50 lakhs foi the advancement of the education of the Scheduled (’ast<*s. 
I am sorry U< remark that although 1 heard with great attention the speech 
of the hoiiourahie mover of the re‘*«dutu>n. \t*t I did not find an\ thing in 
his Hpeeeh wt in his resolution whieh justiti«‘s tlu‘ setting apart ‘d this huge 
Mim ot money, siir has ->0 lakhs. lui' not tovnivilati*d aii\ '•cheiin* in 

the eouisr of his Npoorh as to how tins <<1110 slioulfl bo spent noi has Ik* 
given ans uidicalion of the sjum* in his resolution 

Sir, there is another view. Government ’a allotment for education i» 
limited. But if for the education of Scheduled ('astes alone il>i. 50 lakha i» 
allotted, what will be the result K There are other minor and backward 
communities and they may come tomorrow and demand more than 50 lakhs. 
In thi» way. all the money that is provided for in the Budget on the 
head — Kducation, year alttu’ yeai, will be ear-marked for this and that 
community and for general purpo.ses there will be nothing left. On that 
ground, I am sorry 1 cannot support this resolution while I have got the 
utmost sympathy with the spirit which underlies this resolution With 
these words, 1 oppivu* the resolution. 

Mr. AMULYAONONE ROY: Mr. President, Sir, personally speaking, 
I have the greatest reganl for Mr. Masumdar and I congratulate him for 
* tabling this resolution. However, the irrelevant and illogic.al statements 
made by Mr. Maxumdar should not go without any comment. If the motive 
behind a demand of this nature by the members of the Opposition, whoever 
they may be for the time being, whether my ooUeaguee on this side now or 
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my fiienda on the other aide hereafter, ta to gain cheap popularity or to 
expose the then tnembers of the OoTemment. it must be diHcouraged. Mr. 
ICaaomdar on the one hand demands 50 lakhs of rupees for the edueati<iti 
of the Scheduled Castes who deserve it and on the other charaeterises the 
30 Scheduled Ca.ste nieiuWrs of the IjCgi'ihdive AH>iemh{y a#* weather- 
cocks (Mr. Hariuas Mazuudar: Question.) Mr. Maaumdar denies that he 
has said so. But if I remember aright he termed the members of the 
Scheduled Castes belonging to the Bengal Legislative Assembly as weather- 
cocks. I pause for an answer. (Mr. Hahiuas M Ar.riiDAR : You did not 
follow what I said. > Yes, 1 am slow in understanding: therefore, ! could 
not follow Mr. Maxumdar. l>oes Mr. Maxtimdar suggest that because many 
members belonging the Scheduled Castes are with the CtmlHion Party 
now in power, thendore they are weather-cocks F Can Mr. Masumdar 
blame them if they ch(»o‘*e to occupy the front benches o( the other side after 
centuries of oppression and injustice supplementeil b> (he denial policy 
follow^ed by thr Hiudu-Muslim ('oalition Ministry which came into power 
with their help at the end of HMl y The only way in whiedi Mr. Matumdar’s 
remark.H (‘an be e\))lauied is that it «h(»ws how the Putriidan aristroeracy 
is suffering from a hurning sensation on account of the division of the 
political p<»wer liitherto excluHivtd\ enjoyed V»y them 

Now, Sir. hel('re U‘uving tins suhj«*(‘(. I must diuw the attention of the 
authoiiticH to then f.iilurc in the discharge of their dutii^s, Kver since 
193S. proviNioiiH an* leing made annua11> lu the budget fiu the ndvatiee 
of the education nf the S( heduled Custes; hut. Sir, the Ministry and the 
ofBi'ers concenoMl deserve severe condemnation on ju’count of their failure 
to draw up any scheme and on account of the unusual delu\ in spending 
the moue\ whi<h had t(» be surrendered for n(»t being spent. Year after 
year, stipends aie granted when our studentn go home after appearing at 
the annual or at the university examinations. This (ertuinly redeets no 
(’tredit on the pari of the (government and 1 hop(* this procedure will ha 
re(‘tified in near future 

With these few words, i suppoit the lesolution of uin fri(*tid 
Mr. Maxunidur. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Mr President, Sir, first of all, 
when 1 got copy of the notice of this resoluti(»n I did not know whether 
it was meant to - be a serious recommendation (»f this ifouM* or whether 
Mr. Maxumdar was trying to make some political capital out of this resolu- 
tion. Sir, from what has b<*en said b> him the other day and from what 
1 have heard just now from my friend (jver there, it apjiears that he wet 
trying to behave a.s a person who has gone before an nuftioneer without 
really meaning to take the article but just to keep his rival out of the field 
by simply outbidding. The Opposition should seriously consider the 
responsibility that they are involving themselves in by bringing forward 
a proposal like this. It should not l>e forgotten that they are the alter- 
native Government. Therefore, anything which they themselves cannot 
implement if they are called upon to accept offline today, they shcjuld not 
press only to embarrass the Party which hap|>ens to 1m* in office at the 
present moment. So far as the attitude of the Muslim lM»ague is con- 
eeimed, they have not only accepted a definite and liberal policy hut thv 
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hmw€ traiMUied it into action. They are trying to help those sections at 
the popnlation who had so long been suffering from disability on account 
of the prejudices of the ruling classes or of a section of the public and 
they are trying to remove those disabilities. The Muhammadans are also 
in the same category with the Scheduled Castes. So, whenever any effort 
is being made for uplifting the educational interests of the Muslims, 
uplifting of the Scheduled Castes is also going hand in hand. So far as 
the Hindu brothers are concerned, 1 mean the Caste Hindus, whenever 
any step was taken for the education of the Scheduled ( astes, the Caste 
Hindus stood in the way of their progress (Mr. Haridas Mazumdar: 
Never, never.) (Mr. Bankiu Chawdra Mukhrbjeb: Question.) For 
instance, there is not a single Scheduled Caste member in the Senate. At 
the time of the Muslim Vice-(’hancellor one Scheduled Caste member was 
taken in, but us soon as that gentleman’s tenure of o£Bce expired and during 
the Vice-Chancellorship, for example, of Dr. B. C. Roy, an effort was 
made to put another S{•heduI€^d Caste member in his place but the chance 
was denied. So. in the Senate there is not a single Scheduled Caste 
member today. 

Can it be said by the ScluHluled Caste members who are sitting with the 
Opposition ancl by the Caste Hindus who are pre.ssing their cause that there 
is not at least one Scheduled ('astt‘ man in Bengal who can gt> to the 
University and sit in the Senate and takt> jiart in its proceedings along 
with other members of different communities?^ However anxious we may 
be to help them in thi.s matter, we cannot so effectively do it as can be 
expected from a representative of their community, beiause we (uunot 
understand their needs intimately. So far a.s the Muslims are concerned, 
they have never been behind any community in pressing forward th(‘ ease 
of the Scheduled (?a.ste people in the sphere of education. I^ook at 
the record of the past Ministry. In the Ministry which remained 
in powt?r from Uh‘i7 to U.Hl, in spite of Mr. Fazlul Huq being 
its ('bief Minister, the Musliiu League Parly succeeded in having 
this principle recognised that the Scheduled ("aste. pt^ople deserved 
gpocial consideration, and (hoy did so not in a spirit of bargain. They 
recognised that the children of the Scheduled Caste people who are backward 
in education deserve some con.sidt^ation and that this was in the interest of 
the nation. But in spite of that Ministry's profession and preaching that 
they would liHik into the interests of the Scheduled Caste people, 
the Scheduled Caste people were left in the same position as before. They 
did not implement what they had preached for four years. They again got 
opportunities from 1941 to 1942, but what they did in those 16 months? 
They did not ^en succeed in spending the money which was left to them 
by the retiring Government. They had opportunities of placing before the 
Legislature two Budgets; but in none of these budgets any special provision 
was made for the advancement of the education of the Scheduled Caste 
people. Is it an indication of the attitude of the Caste Hindus or of the 
representatives of the Party to which Mr. Mazumdar belongs, namely, the 
Hindu Mahasabha? Still they profess that they are anxious for the uplift 
of the Scheduled Caste people. 

Then came this Muslim League Government again in the year 1943 and 
they immediately recognised the demand of the Scheduled Caste people in 
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ike matter of education. My honourable friend Mr. Amuljradhona Roy 
surely knows what difiicultiee this Oovemment and the Party that ia 
eupportinff tbi> liovernment have hail to face in pressing forward the olaime 
of the Scheduled Caste people in all branches of public life. But it haa 
ita limits. We have to go by slow <tegTee« «o that an unnecesaary agitation 
and bitterness may not grow oit that account. Whenever any occasion 
arises, we always try to do something for the Scheduled Castes people smd 
we wish ae could do more for them. But surely it does not lie in the 
mouth of the ('astc Hindus who have all along stood in the way of the 
Scheduled Castes people to say that they are very keen for the betterment 
of this backward communitv . VV^e have not only preached this but we 
have implemented our profession. 

This side of the House is not accustomed to talking much about pro 
gramme but they do much more than wdiat they preach. The proposal 
which has been made, 1 should say, would have given us happiness: (or 
^ the education of the Scheduled Castes^ c ommunity who number about a 
third of the Hindu community in Bengal, or almost practically half of the 
Hindu comniuruty, 60 lakhs will not he sulbcicnt according to the standards 
on which other countries are spending for education. Nobody woubi be 
happier than f>urHelve.s if we could spend 40 to 60 lakhs of rupi'es for the 
SchedubMl (6i.ste oonuiiunit\ and if it were pos.sihle for the Government to 
give this community 50 lakhs, the Muslim community 160 lakhs and another 
50 lakhs to the Caste Hindus, it woubi he a happy day for any Uovornmont 
that conies into power and especially for the Government that is in power 
in Bengal todn> . 'fherefore, expressing our full sympathy for the Scheduled 
Castes uiol underlining what I have said already regarding the intention of 
Mr. Masuuular in moving his motion, 1 ^ubmit that Mr. MuKumdar will be 
well advised to withdraw his motion because there is nothing more to be 
declared on the floor of the House in connection with this matter. All that 
has been done is there and will continue to he done so long as the present 
Ministry remains in power. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to support the n^olution which 
has been moved by Mr. Haridas Mazuiudar suggesting that a sum of 50 
lakhs he set apart for the education of the Scheduled Castes people. Their 
population as recorded in the last census is about on© crore and to ask for 
60 lakhs would be asking for eight annas per head only. What has been 
asked for is : 40 lakhs for primary and 10 lakhs for higher education. 
But taking into consideration the illiteracy prevailing among members of 
this community, I do not consider that this sum is excessive, for, as I 
have said, taking into consideration the total population of this community 
it comes to about eight annas per head only. There is so much sly attempt 
to win the , support of this community by weaning them away 
from the Caste Hindus that the Muslims want to shoiv that they 
loVe the Scheduled Castes community more than the Hindus. I 
should like to say, Sir, that blood is thicker than water and 
whatever my friends of the Scheduled Castes may think it if 
but fair and tnie^to say that we love them as dearly as we possibly can; 
they are the flesh of our flesh, they are the bone of our bone. To doubt 
the love of the Caste Hindus for the Scheduled Castes is something stfange 
on which no stress should be laid by our friends on the other side. It may 
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be a }K)litica1 game that they are trying to play and score but they should 
not at all doubt the motire of the Caste Hindus in putting forwaxd a 
resolution for the uplift of the Scheduled Castes community. This emphasis 
on motive was laid only in order to show the want of love of the Caste 
Hindus for this backward community. The charge is baseless. 

Mr, Hamidul Huq Cbtjwdhury pointed out that it was only at a time 
when there was a Muslim Vice-Chancellor that one Scheduled Caste gentle- 
man got in as a member of the Senate and that since then no other gentle- 
man from this (‘omrnunit\ was ever put on the Senate of tlu* Calc'utta 
University. But Government could very well have nominated a gentle- 
man from this community if it liked on the Senate. Nearly 80 per cent, 
of the Senators are taken in by nomination and nomination is in the hands 
of the Government So, the League Government in exercise of ibis power 
of nominutiofi could easily have put tn a gentleman from thi.s (community, 
if it liked, on the Senate or on the Syndicate. It is really mischievous to 
put the blame on the Hii»du Vice-Chancellor for thi.s glaring omission • 
Bui I say that jmtting one or tw'o men on the Senate or on the Syndicate 
is not quite the thing that is re(|uir4‘d or the same thing as actually making 
provision for the advancement of the education of these j>eo|»lc. What is 
really wanted is not to j)ut in a rejire.scntative of this community on the 
Senate or Syndicate of the Calcutta Cniversity but to i)ut in a much bigger 
amount at the dispcjsul tif the S<hednb‘d community to be spent ujion 

their uplift and education. 

1 do not say that they shoubl not he there; they should be and they will 
be th<*re. Hut one or two persons to re])resent the Scheduled Castes people 
cm the Syndicate witlmut any moiyy for accelerating the pace of education 
among them will not impr(»ve the p<»Hition. Heally. what we want to 
know* is how fur the tio\ernmeiit is pre))ared to spend for the uplift and 
education (*f the Scheduled ('uste.-* people. We should be clear on this 
point as well as ifgarding tin* quota allotteil to lliem in the different 
fiervices. ('eifain .imount was uctuu})\ allotted for the education of tiie' 
8che<iub*d Custt‘>. I think •> lakhs was fai-niaikcd tor the u]>lilt of tiu* 
Sche<lub‘d Caste.s ami several lakhs have been eai-marktnl tor the uplift 

of Muslims. Were those monies spent for theinh' No. Even in respect 
of siTviee 4 ’ertain ratio lius been prescribed for the Scheduled CastOH and 
Muslims. In this connection, I may say that my friend Mr. Amulyadhone 
ttoy moved a resolution for the appointment of an enquiry committtMS in 
order to usiertaiu how’ far these ratios were ob.served in the case of the 
Scheduled Castes and how' the ratio rules are being worked. That was 
due to non-(«bservance of the Ratio Rules in the services. Then again. 
Sir. a large amount of money was ear-marked for the Scheduled Castes. 
Has that been spent on the improvement of the {msition' of Scheduled 
Castes? If not, why not? Except an interval of 16 months, when another 
Government came in, the gentlemen who adorn the Treasury benches now 
were in power from 1937 to 1944. Was anything substantial done during 
this period for the amelioration of the condition of the Scheduled Castes? 
Nothing has been done. So a large proportion of the blame falls on them. 
They wore all through there. From 19J17 to 1944 is a long time — full 
MvaH years minus J5 months. During ail this time you only showed 
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fjrmpatiiy {or the purpose of frinning them oTer with % view to mggrandis* 
iag all political power. Then you came to show your fangs, beating and 
driving away Srhcnluleil Castes people from Narayanganj suhdivi* 

aion to Agartala. Thai was two vintrs ago ami that was the nteamtrt^ of 
the love you Hhow'eii for the Schc«’:»led Castes. The less saicl almii your 
iove and your uplift work tor the Sehedtiled Castes the lietter. It w*as tht 
Caste Hindu eommunity which rehabilitated (hem after that. 

Now, Sir, here is a specific proposition. Thai proposition is: to aot 
apart Ks. o(l lakh.s for the education of Scheduhnl Castes people. This , 
means onl\ annus eight per head With thes*' w‘ords, I support the resolu- 
tion moved by Mr Haridas MuKUimlar. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD dAN: Sir, 1 support tht 
resolution moved by my fric^nd Mr Haridas Maxuindar. I ifo not think 
there shctuld have been so much lontroversy over tliis simple affair, as was 
evident from the spee( h of Mr. llumidul Huij C'howdhury. It is the 
opinion of most of the memher.s of the House that a large sum of money 
should be .Ket apart for the edm ution and iiplit^l of the Scheiluled (Pastes 
Hindus and if this rc.solution l^ jiunsed, it will go a great wav towards it, 
Mr. Hamidul Hmi Chowdlnirv said the other day that the Opposition, 
wliicli realiv speaking is thi* (ioveinment of tomorrow, should not make 
unreasonable n‘quest to the liovernment of totlay, I may add that (Jovern- 
rnent of lotlay should not refu^'- any reasonable demand wlm b the Oovern- 
inent of tomorrow may ask fnr today So. 1 think he shoubl not have 
opposed lilt* re-olution. Witii these words, I support the motion 

Khun Sahib NURUL AMIN: Sir, ! welcome the spirit of the resoluiion 
heartiK. although I eannot see eye to eye with the mover on account of the 
form of the res(duti<m 1 do not doubt (be sin(‘c*rity ot Mr, Ma/.umdar. It is 
for the ineiiibers of the Scheduled Castes to draw their own inierem’eK about 
his hofi/i I do not also a<M‘ept the Bengali ml age in tins cane that 

the mother'** Mster who feels more for the child than the mother ia 
characterised as an all-devouring devil. Sir, the views of the Muslim 
members lielongiiig to the Muslim r>eague have be<*n evpre^-sed bv more 
than one member fully and ably. It is well-known that the Muslim League 
stands for all the depressed, suppressed and oppressed classes. It has taken 
up the fight on its shoulder against the vested interests to reli«*ve the 
depressed classes of the tyrannies to w^hich they have been put from 
time immemorial. It is a happy augury of the day that the undaunted 
spirit witli which the Muslim Ijoagiie is working for the backward 
classes has. after all, moved those who had so long neglected the interest# 
of the depressed classes. Had not the Muslim l^eague mused this feeling 
throughout the country, even lip-deep sympathy, as has been expresned 
in this resolution bv Mr. Masumdur, would not have been shown, 
(Mr. Hauii).\s MAzruDAE: Uuestion.i There is, no doulif, a very great 
need for iigbtingifor the amelioration of the present conditioti of Scheduled 
Caates people in all sphere# of life — political, edueatpmal and social. So far 
as political advancement i# concerned, I find a good deal of apprehension 
in the mifids of the Caste Hindu# when the Scdiednied (-astes want to 
stand on their own leg*. I was surpri#ed to find in today’# paper that 
Mr. Masumdar wa# very much pertur^d a# the Scheduled Oaate# memhaia 
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of the Assembly were not honouring the Poona Pact in the constitution 
of the proposed Secondary Ednration Board. He has not hesitated to 
disturb even the sickly Mahatma to come to his rescue in regard to the 
Secondary Education Bill which is being introduced in the other House 
in which the Scheduled Castes have been given seats through separate 
electorate. Mr. Masumdar wants that they should be under their tutelage 
always and that they must not try to shake off the natural guardianship 
of the ('aste Hindus, Thanks to the MacDonald Award, later on modi- 
fied by the Poona Pact, for the first time the political entity of the 
Scheduled ('astes has been recognised ! 

Sir, so long as the Indians do not come out of the guardianship of the 
British they will not be free ; so long as the Muslims do not come out of 
the guanliunship of the Hindus, they will never attain their goal; 
similarly, so long us the Seheiluled (’antes do not eonie out of the tutelage 
of the (Jaste Hindus, they will not be able to grow up to their full stature. 

Sir, if Mr. Mazumdar and the supporters of this resolution belonging to 
the Caste Hindu community really mean to give them some benefits and some 
advantages which they think they are entitlcMl to for a ver\ long time, I 
think, they should come out with u practical resolution .md not an iinprac- 
iicuble resolution like this. The resolution asks the (iovernnienl t») set 
apart Hs. ott lakhs in the I'urrent yeai which is impossible. Nobo<ly can 
think of it in the middle of the year! The Budget is long passed. So the 
setting apart of this sum of Us. ht) lakhs for the education of the Scheduled 
Castes this year is an imjiracticable proposition. I have every reason to 
think that this resolution does not mean what it proposes to do. The 
principle of the resolution has already been acceptiHl and given effect to by 
the present ( lovernineiit . Alreadv o lakhs ol rupee.s has been set apart for 
the education of the Scheduled Castes. 1 ilo not say that this sum is suffi- 
cient for them, and 1 fully agree that more and more money should be granted 
for this purpose. I do not know the attitude of the Government towards 
ihis resolution, but 1 should suggest and advise that in future budgets, 
allotment of funds for the educatiim of the Scheduled ( astes should be 
increased. Sir, instead of c'oiiung up \\ ith tlii" ri'solution, I w'ould expect 
Mr. Mazuindur to coiiu* up with a practical suggestion iii th«' shape of a 
•rheme fully giving the details of how the nume> should be spent and what 
amount »-an be reasonably exiiet ted from the provincial revenues out of the 
entire allotment for education. This sort of practical suggestion we will 
welcome. Witli these words. Sir, 1 oppose the motion in its present form, 
as it is impossible to provide IN. oO lakhs in the current budget. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEEs Mr. President, Sir, 1 did not 
like to speak on this resolution, as I thought that it was a n on-controversial 
resolution. But having heard certain irrelevant statements from my 
honourable friend and esteemed colleague Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 
I could not resist the temptation of speaking a few words on the subject. 
The resolution is a simple one and it is admitted on tiAl hands that the 
spread of education of /the Scheduled Castes children is a problem of suck 
magnitude that it requires not only Rs. fiO lakhs but much more. I heard 
•peeehes from most of the honourable members of this House, and I think 
that there was no dispute and no difference of opinion with regard to the 
fact that the sum was required for the improvement of the educati^ of the 
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Scheduled Castes people. In view of that, i think the House should have 
unanimously adopted thijs resolution. The question as to whether funds 
could be had or not is u different matter wliieh eould have l>een considered 
later on. While Cloverniuent are profe^‘»in^ that they want U» do a good 
deal for the Schtnluled ('ustes people , and that their love for the Scheduled 
Castes people is much more than that of the Caste llimlus, let them prove 
that, let them show that in actual praetiee. They say that they have 
provided o lakh> of rupees this year. But '» lakhs of rupees for the entire 
Scheduleil Castes people of the provint'e is nothing. What is the raief 
It is not even one auiiu per h«*iid. My hoiiourahlc frii'nd Mr. liaraidul 
Huq Chowdhury raised a question us to what the ('uste Hindus have done 
for the Scheduled t'a.sles people. 

1 will remind him that for the last 150 \euiH the ('ante Hindus have 
established schools in the provim e -more than 2,000 high English schools 
are going on in tliis province and ahoul J»4 per t'cnt. of them are being 
nourished and nuuntained by inone\ supplied b\ the ( a'iti* llinilit*^. Sir, 
who are entitled to .study and get their edurution in these schools Not 
Caste Hindu.s alone; they are not foi the Caste Hindu'* alone, they are open 
to all elu.sse.s of iM‘0]de. Muslims. (5iste Hindus. Srdietluled ('sHtos, 
(/hristiaris. Anglo-lndiarih. European** and for whoever else may eome. 
The Caste Hindus’ mone> has been spent lor the last 150 years for the 
education and the uplift of the country What has heen the contrihutinn 
of (loveriiinen to now h We all kin»a the iMintribution of (Government 
for the uplift and education of the people of liengal. In 15(f years what is 
the state of education in this Province of Bengal, nay. in the whole of 
British India ^ The pen*entage of illitcrars is very high and the perr entage 
of literacy is roughly from 11 to 12 per ee*nt. It is not a question of etlucat- 
ing Caste Hindus (*r tin* Scheduled (histes or MuBlims alone, The problem 
is to erlucate the entire Indian population and the entire population of 
Bengal, so far as Bengal is r.oneerned. 

There is another question which my honourable colleague Mr. ilamidul 
Huq Chowdhury raiaed and that i» : aa to what thc^ Hindu Mahaaabha haa 
been doing for the uplift of the Scheduled (’astes. As a matter of fa<;t, they 
have taken up this (^uustion a.s one of the most impf>rtant items in their 
programme. The Hindu Maha.sabha lia^ started a ecdlege for the Scheduled 
Castes. In the Scheduled Castes area a <-ollege has been alrea<ly started 
and we are also going to start another college !t is the Hindu Mahasahha 
that is taking the initiative in this behalf and is going to spend large aumi 
of money for this purpose. We are not simply professing, but doing 
tangible uplift and welfare work. The present Muslim ]i«ague Ministry 
professes that it has the welfare of the S<'heduled (^aste community at heart 
but they are doing all this simply for catching votes and for aggrandising 
political power. 1 had hoj»ed to hear the Scheduled (’astes Minister sitting 
on the Treasury bench on behalf of his community and 1 wanted to speak 
after hearing him. but I now find that he is not willing to speak, lie may 
speak even after roe but up till now he has not spoken a single word. 

I have great pleasure in supporting this motion. As a matter of facli, 
if a resolution were brought up tomorrow for setting apart 50 lakhs for 
Moslem education, Hie Caste Hindus would gladly tupport such a motioo 
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4Uid help in providinjf thin fund somehow or other, if neciessary, eren by 
taxation. Caste Hindus are not so selfish as to place any obstacle in the 
way of the uplift^'of education either of the Scheduled Castes or the 
Ifufllims or indeed of any other community who may be backward in this 
province. 

KhCffi Sahib FARIDUODIN AHMED: Sir, I am afraid I cannot look 
at the resolution from the same angle of vision from which my friend Khan 
Sahib Nurul Amin has looked at it. He welcomed the spirit of the resolution 
but found it difficult actually to support it. I will look at the matter from 
another point of view. I have my sympathy with the resolution but I 
question the spirit of the resolution. It is crying for the moon so to gay 
to ask for such a huge sum when we know' definitely that there is no money to 
be had for the purpose, that we are running a deficit budget of an unprece- 
dented and extraordinary nature. It is really amazing the mover has seized 

this o(uasion for making a proposal whi<‘h requires a large sum of money. 

That seems to be ho ungracious a proposition in view of the fact that 
the whole provincial education budget is being run at a cost of Us. 1,18 
lakhs. Thus it seems that the proposition made out in the resolution ig 
nothing hut simply playing with a very serious matter. If the mover had 
come forwar<l with a resolution asking f«)r something —some reasonable 
amount— for meeting the educational needs of the Scheduled Castes people, 
the proposition would have come in a different way with practical 

suggestions and a sum could eanily be found by r<4i*<^nchiDg some 
other head. Hut 00 lakhs cannot he hud — if you ask for the moon, 
it cannot he had. This is clearl\ an instance of misplaced generosity. 
It has been suggested by Mr, Hankim Chandra Mnkherjee that the 

Caste Hindus have done and are doing all that is possible. Hut I may 
tell you, Sir, that the Scheduled Castes are the creation of the misdeeds of 
the CasU Hindus. If they are doing anything they are doing it in penance 
and in expiation — to expiate the wnmg done to the Schetiuled Castes who 
are the victims of oppression of the Caste Hindus. The majority of the 
people who come under the category of the Scheduled Castes are part of 
the Hindu population. Hut why should there be such classification as 
Scheduled Castes and Caste Hindus, unless there has been something which 
rendered this class of p)eople' unfit to be 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is Imperial Division. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It is the Imperial policy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Maeumdar, you are the leader of q party. 
You at least should not interrupt in this way. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: As I was going to say, Sir, even 
Mahatma Gandhi is aware of the miseries cast on the Scheduled Castes. Of 
course, we do not find hardship inflicted by the Brahmins of Bengal on the 
Scheduled Castes to the same extent as it is in Madras and even in U. P. 
(Mr. Hankim Chandra Mukhrrjek: We are not concerned with that. 
Confine yourself to Bengal.) 1 mention it because they are also the same 
Brabtnins and of the same community. Then, Sir, there is no scheme 
er plan behind the resolution as to how this money will be spent. If a sum 
el Rs. 50 lakhs is sanctioned for the education of the Scheduled Castes 
today, my friend Mr. Barua who is also a member of the minority community 
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m^y aak for a grant of 25 lakhs for the education of his community. If 
things like that happen, I do not know where do we stop. So I think that 
this resolution has heen brought in a spirit of levity without circumaptHStion 
and reasonableness. Then, Sir, as I have already said, 50 lakhs is a|a 
enormous sum iu proportion to the amount spent for the education of the 
whole province. Therefore, to my miud, the resolution has been put forward 
only to put the Government in power in a false position. All people who 
have eyes to sre will feel like that. They feel that the rt*stdutioii romat 
from a spring which is not honest but is u foul ^spring 

Mr* HARIOAS MAZUMOAR: Sir, 1 object to the word “foul". 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Sahib, you had better not use that W(»rd. 

Khan Sahib FARIOUDDIN AHMED: Sir, T withdraw the word, but 
I did not use it in any malicious sense. However, I wish tin* Government 
or the party whi<'h i.s at the hack of the Government, had the capacity to 
spend, why Ks. 50 lakhs, even IN. 50 crores upon their education: but W6 
must cut our coat acc(»rding to <iiir cloth. If we go on cutting the coat 
fantastically, it will be something which no one will wear. 

Sir. I oppose the resolution, althongh I have sympathy for the Seheduled 
Castes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President, Sir, really I had no 
mind to take part in this debate, ba<*n\ise 1 was under the impression that 
all the meml>er.s were in complete .sympathy with the resolution. Meinbera 
opposite began by saving that the\ had every sympathy with the spirit c)f 
the restdution except the last speaker who dissociated himself from that part 
of the sentiment exjiressed by other meml)ers. I, Sir, cannot for on© 
moment feel as to how this simple resolution could have l>een the subject* 
matter of so much heat in this House. The resolution as it stands simply 
suggests that the Government should set apart a sura, the amount suggested 
is Rs. 50 lakhs, for the education of the Scheduled (yastes. A considerable 
section of this House is in sympathy with the principle and spirit under* 
lying the resolution; but a few from the opposite section, the section sup* 
porting the Government considers the amount as too big. In that event, 
I expected they w’ould come forward with some sort of amendment oe 
regards the amount. They could suggest a reasonable figure or for the 
matter of that, it could have been left to the Government to decide as to 
how much should or could be spent. Instead of that, this resolution has 
been characterised as one "crying for the moon". The Government say 
that there are no funds available and that nothing could be set apart. 
This, I think, is the most unkindest cut of all. If you have any sympathy, 
as you profess you have, you ought to have come forward with some 
figure, namely, in place of Rs. 50 lakhs you could say Rs. 10 lakhi. 
(Mr. Hamidtjl Huq Chowdhury : Rs. 5 lakhs.) I hear a voice whisper- 
ing that Rs, 5 lakhs might be suggested. We all know. Sir, how Rs. 5 
lakhs which was provided for in the Budget was allowed to he lapsed. Now, 
the honourable member says Rs. 5 lakhs. All right, provide Rs. 5 lakhs 
but why should you condemn this resolution? Why should you say that no 
amount should be set apart? 

Then, Sir, a lot has been said against the Caxtc Hindus. Well, 
.balonging as I do to the Official Congress Party, 1 do not feel inclined te 
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My anythiag in reply to far at that part of the acctisation is concerned, 
except that it is wholly irrelevant' and far from the truth. But I agree 
with Mr. Mukherjee when he said that but for the princely contributions 
made ungrudgingly by the Caste Hindus towards the development of 
education in this country, education for everybody — Hindu. Muslim or 
Christian — the University would not have been what it is today. It was 
all due to the help of the Caste Hindus. This, I think, the honourable 
members opposite ought to admit. 

Sir, the Congress has 'always been keen on this problem and in the 
other provinces arrangements have been made for the uplift of this un- 
fortunate* section of our own community. It is unfortunate that so far as 
Bengal is concerned sufficient provision has not been made by any Ministry. 
I would, therefore, beg of the supporters of the Ministry to consider tl^ 
matter more sympathetically, as they profess they want to do good to 
them. Let there be no dissentient voice against this very simple resolution 
and let the supporters of the Government show that their sympathy with 
the resolution is real and not lip-deep. As regards the <jii(*Ktion (»f finding 
nu»ney, may 1 tell my learned friends opposite that when il has been 
possible for the Government to introduce fresh inea.siires of ta.xation to 
meet other needs. Government can, if it is so minded, find tlie money for 
this particular cause. Once they feel it is a good cause for which they 
ought to spend money, as they have #said that it is, there should be no 
want of funds. Whore there is a will, there is a way ! The only conclu- 
ifion that one would draw from their attitude towards this resolution is 
that in spite of all these professions of sympathy, there is in fact no will 
on the part of the Government to help the cause of education for the 
Boheduled Castes ptvipb*. There is the sales tax, which has been doubled, 
and then the agricultural income-tax which, according to Government, ii 
not meant for improvement of agriculture and thus may very well be s]>ent 
towards this very desirable object. But this is not to be. The Govern- 
ment is not symi)athetirally disposed and therefore they cannot and will 
not find any iiiouey t(» educate our unfortunate brethren. 

With these few’ w’urds, I support the resolution which has been moved 
by my friend Mr. Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: Mr President, Sir, the resolu- 
tion hae been discussed rather threa(H>are, and I should not therefore like to 
make any lengthy speech. So far as the principle underlying the resolu- 
tion is ctmeerned, I would like to- say that my friend has not been able 
to spring a surprise in this respect, because the principle has long been 
recognised. The principle is that those communities which are backward 
in education should receive special and generous treatment at the hands 
of the Government. This principle has already been accepted. So far 
as the practicability of the proposition is concerned, it has already been 
ahown by honourable members on this side of the House that it is an 
impossible proposition 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Education i.s an investment; why not 
borrow? 

Tilt Hon’blt Mr. TAMIXUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my honourable friend 
ICr. Lalit "Chandra Das is now full of generosity for the Scheduled Caslet 
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people; but i\\v Party to which he in afhliated and the Party to which parti- 
cularly my homnirable friends Mr Mujuindnr and Mr. Mukherjee are 
affiliated were in iniwer in this Province for full !(} months. An ounce of 
practical work is worth more than a iiound of advice and mtH'.k ^nerosity. 

Did they provide a single pice more^thnn what was provided by the pre- 
vious I^eague Ministry in this respect? They did not provide a sin^lo pico 
more than what was already provided by the Ministry that preceded. That 
was the real attitude of tlu* party to w’hich Mr. Majunolar and Mr. Mukherjee 
are affiliated towanls thv interests of the Scheduled Pu'stes. So far as the 
present Ministry is concerned, as soon as they came into power they provided 
5 lakhs; and if my honourable friends will please look up the pajres of the 
current year’s budget, the\ v ill ^oe that 5 lakhs has been provided in the 
budget. Now, I may tell the House that this 6 lakhs is not only a pr(*vision 
for the current year but it will b** u recurring provision lor coming years 
also. It has been ‘*aid that iuoin \ migbl have been provided in the budget 
in the past but that money ua> nut spent. It is not altogether true; some 
of the money spent but the whole amount was not spent. That is to be 
admitted, but if there is any blame in iln*^ matter the Mnmc must lie at the 
door of the great man who is now re<’ogniM»Ml as tlie leader of the gentlemen 
who adorn the opposition benches. ioukI be held responsible for any 

non-ex pPTul it lire of the money that was providetl But 1 may assure the 
House that ‘«o far as the money provided in the eurrenl year’s budget is 
concerne<l. it is proposed to spend the whole amount and the snuu* ftTuoiint 
will again be provided in the ('oming years’ budgets 

It has been -aid Sii . “w]i\ not pass the residution and th(*n jirovide as 
much as you can". 'Phe Party that supports the riovernmcnf eannnt 
accedi* to a jiroposition like that. If the Government party accepts a 
resolution, it will be the ineumbent duty of the Grivernment to act upon 
it. Tt is an absurd projiosition to say that 51) lakhs sh«>uld lie jirovided in 
the current year’s budget for the edmuition of the Scheduled f^nstes. If 
is an absurd prop<isition and therefore the Government party can never 
accede to a proposition like that. 

As regards the real purpose of the resolution, I need nut say much. 
The real purpose is indicated fnun the ree<'ptinn that it has got from the 
honourable member who belongs to the Scheduled Castes in this Hiuiae. 
He has himself read .something not (|uite sincere in this resolution and 1 
think he is (juite right. For. look at the (Monposjtion of the present 
Government. Tn no other previous Gc>vernmen1 in this prf>vinee were the 
Reheduled Castes more adequately represented than in the present Govern- 
ment. In the present Government the Scheduled Castes have got as many 
as three members on the Cabinet. Now. when a member belonging to 
another community, he that (‘ommunity Hindu or Muslim, w'hen they <omC 
up wdth propositions like this, naturallv it raises on one side suspieion 
and on the other side a feeling of insult; iiihult, because the Scheduled 
Castes who are now self-con seiou.s, feel that when other people come with 
a proposition like this, that ineans that the leaders of the Sf hcduled Castes 
are nobodies, that they have not got eyes to sec the real interests of their 
own community and it must be left to members of another community to 
f open their eyes and to tell them which way their real interests lie- 
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That ia the real implication of an attempt like this and from this poin 
of view I think such attempts are bound to be resented by any self 
respecting member of the Scheduled Castes, particularly when thi 
Scheduled Castes have as many as thrtje representatives on the Cabinet o 
the province. I have already said what i.s the record of the present Ministry 
in respect of the provision for the education of the Scheduled Castes 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das said that the^”^ want Rs. 40 lakhs for priman 
education and Rs. 10 lakhs for secondary education. But look at the tota 
amount spent for the education of all the communities. It will not com( 
up to the amount proposed to be spent according to the present resolution 
(Khan Sahib Farij)ui>din Ahmed: They do not mean it.) Yes, the^ 
do not mean it. 1 would submit that the proposition looks like a joke 
When a gentleman of the standing and status of Mr. Haridas Mazumda: 
comes forward with an absurd proposition like this, one is apt t< 
think that he is joking with a serious subject like this. 1 cai 
assure the Scheduled (Jastes members of this House and through thii 
House to the entire Scheduled Castes community of the province that th« 
present Government will always be j>rppared to go as far as po.'isible t( 
further the intere.sts of the Scheduled Castes. The present Government wil 
see that the people of the different communities composing the j)oi)ulatiou oi 
the province come up to the same level in respect of education. Therefore 
so far as the impediments that stand in their way to come up to the propei 
level are concerned, every attempt should be made and will be made to removt 
them. We are now expecting that after the war a new comprehensiv( 
scheme will be in operation in respect of the education of the entire popu 
lation of the province and if at all we are able to give effect to th« 
scheme that we are now considering, then crores of rupees will have to hi 
spent for the education of the people of Bengal. It is proposed that not 
only primary education will be free and compulsory but secondary education 
up to a certain stage will also be made free and compulsory. If that day 
comes, that will be a Red-Letter day for the Scheduled ('astes, and in fact 
for all backward communities. I may say, Sir. that no injustice will hi 
done to any one — no injustice will be done to the Caste Hindus. The 
great Caste Hindu community has done a good deal for the advancement 
of education in the province and they deserve their due. Every community 
will stand on equal footing and every community will receive its due share 
in education. 

Sir, perhaps I am digressing. I have already shown and the honourable 
members wdio have spoken from this side of the House have also shown that 
this is an impracticable proposition and as an honourable member whom 1 
have often found to l>e reasonable, I would request my friend Mr. Maxumdai 
to consider whether he should like to have this resolution rejected by tbit 
House. If he would accept my advice, I would request him to withdraw the 
resolution. Otherwise, it will be our painful duty to oppose the resolution 

Mr. HAfllDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, as my friend Mr. E. C. Roy Chow 
dhury has got a very important resolution standing in his name, I do not 
like to take much time of the House. I think my honourable friends opposite 
have read their own minds in this simple resolution. I am a social worker 
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the depressed classes and portioulurly the Sohe<luled Oiates. 1 haT6 brought 
this resolution for the educational advancement of the backward communi- 
ties in Bengal, like the Scheduled ('astes. Therefore, 1 should press this 
resolution and I commend it to the r.ccej^tance of the House, The accept- 
ance of this resolution by the HotiKe does not mean that (iovernmeut should 
shelve this resolution like many other resolutions adopted by the House 
in the past which have shelved in the arihives of the Secretariat. 1 

would have been glad to accept any amendment to the effect, “jwovided the 
funds permit'*. But nothing of the st>rt was moved. If the (lovernment 
had any intention to accept this resolution, they could have provided a 
reasonable sum in the supplementary budget. When money could lie had 
for “Police”, money can also l>e had for the education of the Sclieiluled 
Castes. I think they are not sincere about this resolutiim. 

With these few words, I commend my resolution for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th. quest ion hef(ue the House is: tliat this (’ouncil 
is of opinion that the (Tovernmeni of Bengal should set apart a sum of fifty 
lakhs of iuj>ees this yeai for the advaneement i>f education of the Scheduled 
Caste Hindus of the Province. 

The question l>eing put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


AYEI— a. 


Mr. L. 0. Dm. 

Mr. t. 0. Dttift. 

AiktSi KbM SikaSsr Skatkk MuktaiMti 4aa. 
Dal SakaSar D. M. MaUra. 


Kkaa lahlk rarlSaiSla Ahaiad. 

Mr. MatkakaMla Ak«t<. 

Mr. Nar AkaiaS. 

Mr. taMaaaaain Ahait«. 

Kkaa tablk Naral Amta. 

Kkaa taklk AkSal AiU. 

Mr. 0. L. Darva. 

Mr. Maanaaiall OkawSkary. 

Mr. NaaiMai Haf OkaafSkarjr. 

Kkaa DakaSar A. H. OkawSkary. 

Mr. MakaanaaS Nakfkallak ekavikary. 
Mr. 0. E. Olarka. 


I Mr. M. D. MaaaaiSar. 

I Mr. D. ft. Makkarll. 

I Mr. A. D. Kay. 

i Mr. •. K. Kay OkawSkary. 

NOEt— 13. 

Mr. 0. ft. Oakta. 

Mra. K. D'.Katarla. 

Mrs. Lakaayaprakka Datt 
Mr. Latafat MMaala. 

Mr. MakaaMft Naaaala. 

Kkaa ftaklk ftaMaall Mallak. 

Kkaa Kakaftar M. A. Maaila. 

Mr. KIrta Kay. 

Kal Kakaftar Raftklca Kkaaaa Ray. 
Mr. Vakak M. A. tattar. 

Or. Katlraftftla TMakftar. 


Mf« PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 

Ayes Ix'irig 8, and Noes 23, the resolution is negatived. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to mov* 

that this (’ouncil is of opinion that steps be taken to imjjrove tb© indigenouK 
shoe-making industry of Bengal as carried on by the tmtrhin by supply of 
leather purchased from big tanneries to Bengnlee muchis at reasonable prices 
and providing facilities to Bengalee muchU for making and selling shoes 
in at least fifty shops in Calcutta and Howrah, the rent of which is to b© 
borne by Government for the first six months. 

Sir, I would like to state at the very outset that by the term “Bengalee 
muchis*^ I mean members of the Hindu caste going by that name and also 
those of my Muhammadan and CThristian brethren who still earn their bread 
by shoe-making, as also those Muhammadans and Christians who have in 
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rectfiit yeai'H lost this (>ccu|ietion of Khtje^raaking for causes which I shall 
relate later on. 

We should r©n>e!iil»er that we are at piTwent considering relief to one of 
the poorest sections of this poor country which keep our Government going 
with revenues drawn from their under-|xiid labour. During the last year’s 
famine the murhu along with hsheiaiie!! and Bagdis have paid the highest 
toll of mortality among all nections of the Bengalee community and this 
has been pOiSHible only through the steudv e('onomic deterioration of these 
clauses. 

As regards the Hindu chaste mvrhix, the following me the figures of popu- 
lation according to «urces«ive census rei^ort^: 


1911 

465,286 

1921 

417,594 

19T1 

. 414.221 


If castes were returned in the 1941 <‘ensus, u further decline would have 
been noticed. I may point <mt here that on account of the step of not 
returning castes we have lost a good opportunity of making a detailed 
study of the various strata of Hindu society. 

In course (d 20 \ears up to 19H1, there was a decline of 41 thousand 
or 8-7 per cent. ; while the total ]>opulation of British Bengal rose from 
45,491 to 50, 115, r>hH so that the increasr was aWnit 10 |>er cent. I am 
sure that if a sejiarate counting could made of MuhaniTuadans dei>en(lent 
on shoe-making in 1911 and of their ]>resent strength, a similai decline in 
]x>pulation would he rcs^orded. Now, Sir, what is th«* (‘aiise of this lament- 
able state of things^ The reason is that Bengalee ynurht^ like Bengalee 
workmen of otht'r lines have Ix'en fighting a losing battle against non- 
Bengalee hordes coming into Bengal The teiin ‘‘non-Bengalee” ap]Hopri- 
ntely inclmh's u|>-eountrv unK'hm and (’hinese sho«*-makei of Bentinck Street 
and Bowbazar. and the giganto- lamitication of Messrs Bata Slnx* ('o. These 
men with their siHHoior organisation and resources are able to buy leather 
in large tiuantities at cheap rates as well as sewing machines which the 
poor Bengaba* iniirfus cannot scc\ire. M itli the influx of western civili.sa- 
tion in the country, the craze for foreign shoe.s came over our educated 
people ami in oui boyhood the name of Dawson’s boots and shoes w’as very 
well known. 

The task of annihilation of a useful community has been completed 
by the estahlishment of the Batui Shoe Factory at Budge Budge and its 
branches. In giving trade ]xM-mit to this conceni the Central Government 
has lieen ill-advised. The eom|iany is not British and does not belong even 
to an Empire <‘c>untrv. This is a case of a hundred |>er lent. foreign exploi- 
tation. The safeguards with regard to external ('apital recommended by 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya as a member of the External Capital Com- 
mittee should nt least have lieen enforced. *Indin is the ywradise for capital- 
ists, indige^nous and foreign. With the inauguration of inachinei'y in every 
countrx* large inasatvs have lieen thrown out of employment, but the State 
hen been <‘omjiell€Hl to maintain them with the dole for the unemployed. 
Heavy bills on this head in western countries will be found in the last 
analysis to fall upon industry. T have made suggestions that Government 

.__1J ... A-. laVimild r»mi'ifTA leatliAr ■from 
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and ^xtpply th« muchu leather at cost price. These pocr muchis caa neither 
hire shops in Oalcutta nor have their own huts in the oitv. No one of these 
jx)or tniiehut can compete with the Bata’s. Then, Sir. the Bata Comiwuiy 
are eiuployinj; hha^i mhttj voum^l; men. ‘They shouhl have taken the Bengalee 
murhis anti trained them and employed them in their linn. They are 
giving good pay, 1 atlinit. to hhadrologs at the expense of the poor iriurhu^. 
I plead for them and recjne.st Ooverninent to urge \ipon the IndustrieM 
Department to find init whether they c^an procure leather and Niip}>ly t(» 
the min'his instead of < arrying on propaganda, (lovernnnmt Nhoul<l also 
try to sec\ire shops lor them. On enquiry I found that in Howrah 

»*ertain gentlemen were knnl emmgh to proviile small shops at low rent 

to the nmclus. If the (loverninent hear the t‘ost of rent of oO shops in 
Howrah and Calcutta for six months — a matter of 1,000 or 1 .oOO nijH'es a 
month — and if the poor nmrfns who earn their bread by shoe-making are 
bnuight in au»l allowed to i arr\ on their trade in these sho]>s tr»*e of nmt. 
these people will stand on their own legs. J snbmil thal (iovei niiieut 
should take some interest and ask the Industries Department to enquire 
about the jiossihiliU t»f seeming leather for these niurhis. With these 
words, 1 commend ni> motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion moved that this Council is of ojnnion that 

steps be taken to iinj)io\e the indigenous shoe-making industry of Bengal 
as carried on by the itnu ht.s by supply of leather purchased from big tanneries 
to Bengalee fum his at reasonable prices an<l pntviding facilitiw P) Bengalee 
mudus for making and selling sIok's in at least fifty Hbo|>s in (^Icutiii and 
Howrah, the leut ot which is to lie borne by Government for the first six 
months. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 wush to make a few remarks on the rt^tdiition 
just moved by my friend on the other side. I must say that anything which 
roncerns the development of an> industry of Bi*ugal would receive mii 
whole-hearted symiiathy and support. 

lluriug this famine, the muchis have suffered very much and they should 
}k» helited in every pi>ssible way. The Government should try to improve 
their jiecuiiiary condition, so that they may not fall victims of amilher 
famine in future. Shoe-making is a very important induh1r\ ot Bengal. 
At present this industry is monopolised l)\ peojde who come from ouisicb* 
Bengal. They earn im»ne> in Bengal and take away tlie major p(ntion of 
their earnings outside Bengal. That is the stale of things now going on 
They emido\ some laboui in theii factories in shoe-making lor their own 
benefit only. Chinese have made ('aJeutta their own residetiie. They 
carry on this industry and tliev use hides, etc., from other jirovimes and 
countries. Government of Bengal should tr> to help the ilevehqmieut of 
this industry as much as possible. 

Aa regards the resolution which has been moved by ray learned friend, 
1 find that in hie resolution he has asked Government to hire f)B houses in 
Calcutta and Howrah for the benefit of these rnuchis. Bui how far that 
will be a practical proposition, 1 do not know . It appeal from tio- wonJi/ig 
of the resolution that Government should pay rent for those houses but 
whether those rents would be jjaid Uick, there is no mention, the latter 
part of the resolution, in my opinion, makes it rather impracticah e. 
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industry is given such help, other industries would also d^nand Government 
help and will ask for similar iaeiiities. If the resolution wanted that some 
subsidy should lie given in the shapi* ot supplying hides at a concession rate, 
I would have gladly 8upporte<l it. 1 do not think it will be of any help to 
the muchis. Practically, thin rtnohn ion <oraniits Government to hiring 
some houses. But there is dithcuHv ol (Jovernment going into the market 
to hire houses. At once the rent will he charged higher. Ordinary 
citizens will not gel any hf)UM*. So Iroiii that point of view also, it will 
be a losing concern. It appi'ars tnnn the statistics that Bengal imports 
shoe-making materials from C^’awnpon* worth about lakhs of rupees 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 adjourn the House till l-dO ]).m. 
on Monday. 


AdJoumfiMfit. 

The Council then adjourned till p.m. on Monday, the 29th May, 

1944. 


Members Absent. 

The following iiiemliers were alisiMO Iroin the meeting held on the 26th 
May, 1944:— 

(1) Khun Bahadur Nuziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Itai Bahadur K. ('. Bauer jj. 

(3) Mr. S. C. Chakiavarti. 

(4) Mr. Humayun lU^za (’houdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alani Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. K, K. Ihitta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofian. 

(9) Mr. M. K. daipuria. 

(10) Maulajia Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(11) Mr. Abdul I>atiff. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(13) Mr. N. N. MiKikerjee. 

(14) Mr. T, B. Nimmo. 

(16) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Kahman, 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdiir Rashid. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(20) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(21) Mr. J. W. R. Slovens. 
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1‘iiK ('oTNc II, met in tlu* ivt* ('luiiiil>t*r nf tin* 

Buildinjf, (^alcutta, ou Monday, tho May, HK4, al 1-dO p.m,, heiiig the 
forty-fourth day ot the Fithi Session of UH4, pursuant to sei'tiou i‘)Z{'J){a) 
of the (iovernnient of India Aft. IMdo. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Hmoy Phasai) Sinoii Roy, k.c.i.e.) wan 
in the Chair. 

Obituary Referenoes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is the melancholy duty of the ('hair 
to refer to the passing away oi two most prominent citizens of Calcutta and 
of Itengal who were as.soiuated witli the ihmgal liOgislutive ('ouncil under 
the prev’ious Con>titution. 

Maharaja ^ushi Kantu Acharyva Clu>u<lhurN, of Myineiisingh, pass‘Hl 
away after a sliort Illness on Saturday last at his Calcutta residence. The 
Maharaja was first elected a member of the Bengal la*gislative (’<»uiicil in 
1911 H<‘ was re-tdecf<Ml a member of the Bengal Legislative (’ouncil under 

the Mantford Hetorms as a i epreseiitative of the Daia'a Cniversity consti- 
tuenc\ and he was a sitting member of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
representing tlie Dacca Landholders’ constituency. As a member of the 
Bengal l.egi'ilal i\ e Coum il, the Maharaja toi»k a tiroininent part in the 
disi llusions in »'nnin*<‘i ion with the aiin'iidimMit of the Bengal 'reiiaiiey Art in 
19‘.J«S. One ot the bnnling landbirds of the ]>rovinee. the Maharaja was 
generous to a fault ami he maintaineii full> the traditions of his iiohle House 
by eoiitributing to the eauses of iiiedieal relief urni education. The Datnra 
Mittord Hospital and the Dacca Me<lii*al Schoid connected with that hospital 
owe a groat deal to the munificence of the late Maharaja Sahib. 'J'be c-aus»^ 
of education in Myniensingh is also greatly indebted to him. He was one 
of the principal benefactors of the Anancla Mohan College, Myniensingh. 
Thougli born in an aristocratii* family, the Maharaja was ivxtrcmelv simple 
in habits. He bad charming social manners and anybmly who came in 
contact with him was naturally attnicteil by his (dmracter and impressed 
by bis simplicity. 

In him Bengal has lost a prominent citizen and the lamlhobling 
community a noble repryseiitative. 

Professor S. C. Mukherji who represented the Indian ('hristiuri com- 
munity for a number of years in the Bengal Legislative Council under the 
previous (hmstitutioii expired at bis (.’abiitta residence on Sunday last. He 
was a keen eilucationist and was long con needed with the Seram pore 
Missionary College. The late Professor took considerable interest in the 
advancement of education in Bengal. He was a pious Christian, a gentle- 
man to the tip of his fingers, an able debatfir, and ardent sficial worker and 
a warm-hearted friend. In his death Bengal in general, and the Indian 
Christian community in particular, hag lost a noble representative. 

Ill 



1 would requent you, ladie/t and gexitl«meu, to rise in your seats as a 
mark of respeet to tlie memory of these two deceased citiasens. 

(Meml>erB rose in their seats.) 

Thank you. I believe it is the desire oi the House that 1 should convey 
the sense of our regret to the members of the bereaved families. 

(Voices: Yes.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Destitutes treated in hospitals and rescue homes. 

175. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state how many destitute persons 
were treated in hospitals and rescue homes in Calcutta, Chittagong and 
Noakhali, respectively, during this period? 

(h) How many temporary relief centres and hospitals were opened by the 
Government of Hengal and how' many of them were o}>ened in Calcxitta, 
Chittagong and .\oakhaii, respectively? 

(c) What was the total exi>enditure incur.ed for them in lM4d? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bio 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjee): (<n (ulcutta 12. bob, ('hittagong a.4bb and 


Noakhali Ibl. 

Kntire 

IVovince. 

Calcutta. 

('hittagong. 

NoakhvI 

(6) Tom|K)rary 
CN'ntros 

Hclii‘f 

. . r).5(K) 

5 

5)99 

175 

Hospitals 

174* 

9 

8 

3 


*l’p to 1U43. 




(c) About Hs. -175 lakhs in l}t4d-44 for the (*ntire pro\in(‘e. Figures for 
the cniemlar year are not available. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sii, I l.;.vc got an adjouriimcrit motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Ve>, Imt ! do not think \(»n need read it Please 
explain h(o\ it is a matter for an ailjournment of the House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. the motion is about severe shortage 
of suppl> ot tre^h milk in Calmtta which is greatly affecting the children 
and patients 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ma.\ I ask you, Mr. Mazumdar, one jioint - liow do 
\a>u fix tlie res[>onsibility for this upon (ioverument ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Upon whom should I fix the responsibility 
Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The (^alcutta Corporation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. The Calcutta Corporation cannot tackle 
such a big problem for which the Provincial Government is responsible, 
because by slaughtering of cows and other things which the Corporation 
cannot control this state of things has been brought about. So ultimately 
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Government is responsible fur taekling the problem. Sir, it will be an iu»ult 
to the intelligence of the House if the Government shifts the responsibility 
on to the Corporation. The Health OHieer of the (\>rporatiou has already 
declared that there is 75 per cent, shortage in milk supplj^ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is so. But the }>oint is this: Corporation 
is an autonomous body and it bus got enormous resources. The Calcutta 
Municipal Act j^laces special responsibility about the supply (d milk and 
other articles of food on the (’alcutta Corporation. It is the statutory duty 
of that body. Unless you can convince me that Government have failed in 
their duty in this particular matter, 1 cannot give my consent lt> your 
motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, I would like to point out that it is the 
duty of the Calcutta Corporation to see that there is fresh supply of milk 
within the city and to safeguard its quality; but obviously it cannot be 
the duty of the (Corporation to secure suppliers from outside, for the milk 
supplied in the city comes from area.s which are not WMthin the control of the 
Calcutta Corj)orat ion . So far as the (jne^tion of the shortage in the stipply 
of milk arising out ot the* coiulitum within tlic cit\ is c(»n(‘t*rtietl . it is 
obviou>l v tile task of the Cah-utta < 'orporal loii ; but siuc«* the milk sU])plied 
is ver\ larjj'eU (lc|icfnlcnt on out^Kb* supplies over which th(‘ Calcutta 
Corporation has no (ontrol and which are umhu the control (*f the Govern- 
ment, till" adjouMinicnl motion i", in m\ opinion, in onlcr. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: -Mr. Kabir, you are aware that the Calcutta ('oiqioru- 
tion more than once since lbl.M tliscussed the ([uestion of milk supply and 
proposoil to tackh‘ it b> having municipal dairies. So you innnot nny that 
it is primarily a resp<»n.sibilit> of (tovernment or tlmt tlu* (’tilcxitta Corpora- 
tion authoiitie.H are entirely depenedent on (iovernment in this matter. If 
the ('orporat ion wanted to >ol\c this pioblcm, they could have* managed it 
by having dailies w ithin rnunifdpul limits of Calcutta or outside the municipal 
limits oi ('alcutta under their conliad. In \ icw of the special Act consti- 
tuting the Corporation of ( alcutta and the nature of autonomy given to the 
Corporation under tliat Act, I do not think you can place the resyionwibility 
on Government directly. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the Co-operative Milk Society is a 
body which is not under flic control of the Calcutta (-orporntion . It is 
managei] by (Iovernment. Therefore, if tlie Co-operat ivi* Milk Society 
fails tu sup)d\ milk t(> the citizen" et Calcutta, <'(*ilainl\ ( iovcrimcMit is 
responsible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut the C<»-operative Milk Society i^upplrntenix the 
resources of tlie Cahuitta Corporation. It is never meant to suhgtit utv the 
resources of the Calcutta Corporation. So I do not think I can agree with 
the suggestion that it is the responsibility of Government. In my opinion, 
it is primarily the re.sponsibility of the Calcutta Corporation to supply milk 
to the citizens of Calcutta. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. Sir, by moving this adjournment niotion 
I w%nt to draw the attention of Government to this important problem > 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. MaKumdar. this ix not the prop-T me()io,l ot 
drawing the attention of Government. Ad.oumment or suspension of t a 
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bufliDefts of the House ou such a plea should not be resorted to. That would 
be an abuse of the privilege of moving adjournment of tlie House. If you 
are to draw the attention of Government, you can do so through some other 
means. If you want to censure Government,' then and then only you should 
move an adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Sir, if you allow* me I may read in this 
connection Sir Frederick Whyte’s ruling 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 have already given my ruling in this matter. I 
cannot go on arguing with you regarding my ruling. If you, however, 
want to discuss the general question as to w^hat is the proper occasion for 
moving an adjournment motion, I am prepared to discuss the matter with 
you. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 suhinit that a motion for adjourn- 
ment is moved tor the purpose of drawing the attention of Govern- 
ment t(» a mutter ol urgent piil)]ic imjmrtance just to enable the Ilou^e to 
discuss it and tlie (iovernment to make a statement on tlie subject; and it 
also provides an ojtportunity to the members of the Legislature to draw the 
attention of Government to matters of ret'enl occurrence which could not 
otherwise he distuissed under the ordinary procedure of the House. I would 
again submit. Sir, that it is very difficult tf> draw the attention of the 
Governmeiit to any matter r>f importance, because if we i)ut short-notice 
questions, consent is not given. Therefore, I would rei^uest you to indicate 
to us what slifuibl be the alternutne <M»ur>e of action for U'^ in s\i('b a matter. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: The alternative w’ould be in my opinion — if you 
consider this particular question to he of great urgency an<l importance 
from the public point of view’ — for you to ask (tovernment to make a state- 
ment nr repl\ to a short-notice qut'stion. If Government refuse to make 
a statement or refuse to answ’er your Khort-notice que.stion or does not 
answ’er it in a •satisfactory manner, then, of course, otlier nunedics are open 
to you. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Then, the adjournment motion would 
he too late. Sir.' However, in this connection may I ask the Government 
to treat my adjournment motion as a short-notice que.stion. As you will 
agree. Sir, it is a very important mutter. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you put a short-notice question on tliis matter. 

1 am prepared to admit it provided it is in the proper form. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Hut even then will the Government 
answer the question as a short-notice one!' 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Is the Honourable Lea<ler of the House prepared 
to give an assurance to that effei t? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have just started an enquiry reganling this question and as soon as , 
we get the results of our enquiry, I shall be very glad to intimate the same 
to the honourable members of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The point is this: as public mind has been 
considerably agitated over the statement issued by the Health Officer of 



the Calcutta Corporation, are the Government prepared to answer at short- 
notice the question which the honourable member proposers to putP 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINs 

Government should like to verify the statement issued by the ('aloutta 
Corporation before they can make a statement. Ptyhaj^s it will take three 
or four days. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, three or four days for this purpose will not 
matter much The House may then take it that (b>verninent will make 
a statement in the matter within the next three or four days. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In vieu td this. I af^ree to withdraw 
my adjournment motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; May T rise on a point of 
information, Sir.^ May I refer to rule of our Rules of Procedure whicb 
is as follows; No inotioii for an adjoiirionent of the bii>ijiess of flu* Council 
for tlu* purpose* of discus>in|f a detiniti* luattei <ji ur;;:ent public iinj>ortunce 
shall b(* adiuiSMible if it relates to a matter which is not ]>rimarily the con- 
cern of tlu* I’nivinciul ( i»>\ ernment , In areoi da»‘rc wifh this rule, .nay I 
say that tlu* Calcutta Corporation i*. situated within the province of Hen^ral 
and the aflair*^ (d the Proviiu*e id Ren^jfal are ci'rtainly within the purview 
of the (ioverinueiit of neural—-- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Muklu‘rjee. 1 am sure you will a^ree with us 
that no member of this House will like to ininnj^e the autonomy of the 
Calcutta Corporation in this matter. It is certainlN not primarily the 
resj)onsihilit > of the Provincial ( iov(‘rnmcnt . 'I'lien* is a distiiu’tion hetweeii' 
a pirmary r(*sponsihility of a local laaly and that (d tlu* Government. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERT1: Hut, Sir, that has always 
been done by this (ioverninent . I may remind >ou. Sir, that w'hen you 
were the Minister in char^i* <d Liieal Self-( ioverninent , you used to interfere 
with matters rej?urdin{^ the Calcutta ('orporalion which the Councillors of 
the Calcutta ( orporation did lud like at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That w’us for meetinff a specaal situation. I do not 
propose to discuss or detend what I did as a Minister of Government. The 
honourable member is confusinj? the issue.s. 

**Bhog*’-ration. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: There is one other matter, Sir. The 
Hon’hle Minister for Civil Supjdies made a promise that on Monday 
he would make a statement on the “Hhofr’'-ratioTi for the Hindu deities. 
May 1 expert that statement today?* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The H on' hie M inihter rang* me up to say that 
a communiiiue would soon Vie issued on the Huhject, hut that as he was not 
in Calcutta that <lay he regretted very much his inability to Vie present in 
the Chamber to make a .Htalemenl. In tlu* meantime, however, action /-ould 
be taken in the matter. A.s the House was going to Vie adjourned ffu a few 
days, on the first day the Hou.se w'oiild re-assemble the Hon’hle Afinister 
would inform the House of w'hat action had been taken. But in the mean- 
time, he would issue a communique announcing his final deiisiou. 



The Bengal Agrieultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Last time while discuvssing the motion for 
referenre of this Bill to a Select Committee T briefly referred to some of ilie 
features which we find objectionable in the Bill and for which it is desirable 
that the Bill should l>e deferred to a Select Committee. In that connection, 
Sir, I would for a moment crave \our indultjence to refer to a question which 
was raised on the last oc,casi<m. When a motion for Select Committee is 
moved, I believe that the whole prin<*iplp of the Bill can be discussed. There 
is no n(‘cessijv to confine ourselves oiilv to the motion for Select Committee. 
Wh enever there is any motion for consideration, there are also motions for 
circulation and reference to Select (Committee. These aniendments are first 
taken tif» and thevctore whatever one has to say whether with rej^ard to the 
principle of the Bill or on the j^eneral questions involved in the Rill have 
to he stated at the time of discussion of (drculation or Sele(‘t Committee 
motions. Theref(>re, the contention of some of my friends o]>pf»sit ‘ who 
lUjf^^ested t})at in a motion for Select Committee no other (luestmn,^ but 
those relntinjf to tlie Select ('ommittee woulil he taken up is not valid. 
If-ou will yourself r<‘memher. Sir, that on many occasions here and iti j*n(»thei 
place wlien a motion for Sele.i (h)mmittee was dis(‘ussed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay I intenupt you for a moment 'i The House 
iccepts the principle of the Bill by accepting? the motion for Seleci t'orn- 
nittee. So you cam certainly discuss the entire polic'y behind the Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you. Sir. My second point is this. 
>ini'e this i> a money Bill, a fiscal measure, a member Inis a ri^ht to touch 
m cv('ry aspect t)f ( lovernmcntal activity So far as taxation is concerned, 
)nc‘ dc]»:irtm(‘n< of (iovcrnemcnt is interlinked with another. Now, Sir, 
his Bill proposes to raise money. Money is raised frir one of tw'o reasons 
— either on account of (hdicit or if a new tNpe of social servi(‘e is introduced 
'or which there has been no provision in the past budgets. Beyond these 
rWo reasons, viz., tdlher tor excess expemiitun* for wdiudi there is no money 
ir in order to meet some new motle of serWea*, i.e., for new social activities — 
here is no justification for a new tax. It is for these inirpost‘H that 
axation im*asun's ar<* intiodmaal. Therefore, a taxation lllea^ure will 
dways offer on^ of these two justificat ions. I do not think the Hon’lde 
?’inanee Minister would hrin^ forward a taxation measure for any other 
lurpose. The present Bill wants to raise money hut we are not told what 
s tlie definite purpose lor which the money is projmsed to he raided. It 
8 stated that it is desirable lliat the jiroviiicial revenue be aujfinenled and 
lem-e this measure is beinj; introduced. But we are not told why the 
eveniies should be aiij^rmeuted. Therefore, 1 submit. Sir, that in discussinjjf 
. motion for Select (\)mmittee, the whole administration «)f (jJovernnient, 
f one desires, may he surveyed. I believe that when a taxation measure 
8 before the House, you ean disiniss everythin^f from the lamp-post to 
Iii> Majesty the Kiiif*:, aciordiiij;^ to the dictum of Sir Frederick Whyte. 

. think you will agree that in discussing the motion for Select Committee, 
ce are within our rights — not only within our rights but it is our duty — 
o .survey some of the activities which are respon.sible for the introduction 
f these taxation measures. 
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Now, Sir, we find that in the Preamble to this Bill, there i.s no atate- 
ment whatsoever as to why the Oovernmeiit want the money. There have 
^een references by honourable members op^KJsite to the fact that the Floud 
Commission in its report stated that till the Permanent Settlement could 
be abolished, the Government mi>^ht rjupose an aKriculturul in<*(mie-tax ill 
order to aujrment the resources of the Province. In the Floud CommisHion 
Report it was at the same time cdearly laid ilowu that moneys derived from 
the agricultural income-tax slmuld be ear-marked solely for the improvement 
of agriculture and allied questions. Now. (here is no indieation what- 
soever in the Bill which we have before us toilav that the money wliieli will 
be derived from this agricultural income-tax will he devottul solely to tlie 
improvement of the condition of agriculture or tl.s comlilion of the agri- 
culturists. Therefore, Sir. we fall ha< k on the other alternative that 
Government very likely — 1 do not know what is in the mind of the Govern- 
ment — have brought forward this Bill in ord<‘r to augment their resources, 
because they have found that the e.xisting revenues are not adequate for 
the expenditure which they have ulreadv im urred or which they propose 
to incur; in other words, this iHone\ will he pooleil into tlie general 
resources of the Province. 1 know that it is very often stated that moneys 
should not, as far as piacticahle, he ear-marked for any spe<*ifie purpose. 
It is also ([iiite often the case that the general resoun’es are poeded together 
just as tin* allotments for exjieiidit ure under <litti*rent heatls ar<* taken up 
as a whole. Therefore, it i.s not u.suall> the custom to have a taxation 
mea'iiire in which the money is alhx'ated to a specific heail. But 1 would 
submit in this case that there are certain spe<‘ial consitlerat ions. \Vt' liave 
to coiisnler tin* nature of the Act which i*^ sciught to be intrixliUM’d. We 
have also (o (‘onsidei tlie activities of the t loN^eriiiiieiit during the last. \'Z 
months. 

I wu’ll take uj) the first (}Uestion first. 'I'he Floud (’ommission recommend- 
ed that tlie jiroceeds from the agricultural income-tax sliould h<‘ car-marked 
solely for agriiuiltural purp<»ses, namely, iiiiprovenmnt of agriculture and 
improvement of the condition of the agriculturist. They obviously had 
reasons for making such recommendations, and the reasons are (juite easy 
to see. We find that the agriculturist in Bengal lias had a very had timo 
in the jiast. It has h(»en our conviction and we iiave stated it in this Hoilse 
and outsi<lp that so far as the Permanent Settlement is c<mcerm»d, there 
was expropriation in regard to the tiller of the soil. This (‘xpropriutioii 
occurred in the year 179*1 when the I’ermanent Settlement was instituted. 
The agriculturist ivas expropriated of his rights without any consideration 
for the past history of this country. However, Sir, tliis is a question 
which would take a very long time of the House, and I do not want to go 
into any further details about if just now. The jiosition is that for loO 
years the agrii ulturist in Bengal has had a hard time, and it was felt by 
the Floud (Commission that he is entitled to relief. Therefore, the Floud 
Commission recommended that the agricultural income-tax shfiuld he d(‘Voted 
Bolely to improvement of the condition of agriculture* and the agriculturist. 
It was an effort, to do belated justice to a clas,s of the f'onimunity who have 
been unjustly treated in the past. Now, Sir, 1 wumld like to know if the 
Government want to devote the expected income to this piirpo.se. If not. 
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I want to know why they want t-o deviate from the principle laid down 
by the FJoud Commission so far as the ai^ricultural income-tax is concerned. 
They must explain why they wai|t to absorb the funds that may be obtained 
from the agricultural income-tax into the general revenues of the Province. 
This brings us to the second consideration, namely, the activities of this 
Government in the past. 

Now let us consider the deficit which has resulted since the last famine. 
I need not go in detail into the causes of the last famine. There were 
v'arioiiH (‘huhcs and the most fundamental cause was the denial j)olu‘\ ; but 
the deficit has resulted from inflation. The inflationary process was set up 
because of the p^ditical background in which Governmental policy actually 
took shape. Here in India, (b>vernment had to pay more wages, more 
profits and they had to pay more for materials than in other countries 
under their sw'^ay. Hecause of greater payment for wages, profits and 
materials, Government had to create money. I am sure honourabli* members 
will remember that tlie ii<»te circulation of the (iovernment of India went 
up six or seven times the normal circulation. It was about Us. ISb crores 
in 1940; hut alxmt tlie end of 1042 it had gone to o\t*i IN. 7(M) ( roi.-s. 

There has been this iriflationar\ proeivss s(*l up by ( i(»v(*rniiient . 1 he 
political action of the Government in refusing tf) recognist* the Indian 
demand for independence and transfm* of ])ow^*r alienated a vei \ large sec- 
tion of the peojde. The people <lid not feel the enthusiasm for the war 
measur(*s of wdiich we find a ver\ magnificent example in the conduct of 
the people in England. 

The ptMiple of England wen* prepared to and did undergo hardships; 

the people of Russia also hud undergone tremendous hards}ii]>s .md jiaid 

for the war hecause they felt that it was their war ami tlo'y were fighting 
for theli iWnd ami tor deim»erae\ and all that. Hut lima* the pt'oplc were 
not convinced about the morality (»f flu* w;«r. Whatever was done here in 
connection with the war was done purel\ out (»f the motive of profit. The 
Government of India did bring in this inflationary process in ortlei to find 
the ne(*essary men ami materials for the comiuct of their war efl^ort. 
Unfortunutel V, it so liappened that for all these acts of commission and 

omission of the* (ioverniiuMit of indui and the failure of W hifeliall, poor 

Bengal Innl to sutler. It ^^a> Bengal uhieh Huflered on account of the acts 
of omission and eommission of Mr. C'huiehiirs (Tovernment and the Govern- 
ment of liord Linlithgow, {’oiidit ions were had throughout India because 
the people had no enthusiasm lor the war. Hut Bengal suftered most 
because Bengal was iii the war zone. (M all the provinces of India, Bengal 
was the one province mo.st afte<*ted by the war. The peojde were, therelore, 
suBering because of tlie lack of political foresight on the part ot men like 
Mr. ('hurchill and Lord Linlithgow. 

That was the background. Sir, in which the famine took place. It was 
because the denial policy was instituteid against a background like this that 
these terrible sufferings took place. In answer to a question today, we are 
told that about d crores of rupees were spent only in the treatment of destitutes 
in hospital Is. Sir, all these were charges which were directly the result of 
lack of sympathy in general to the war effort, because the people did not 
feel it to be their own war. The famine occurred against the background 
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of the inflationary process set up by the Government of India and eng^endered 
by the peculiar military situation in which Benf^at found herself to he n war 
front. Benpral had not been prepared for this. The (iovernment fd India 
had nevi^r ihouirlir that any utturk roine troni the Hast and therefoi'e 

all the ]>roeesses of defence liad to 1 * reverseil and had to he hrtmjjrht back 
to the IviNteni irioitier. 'I'hat in the harkjfcrr<»n!nl Sinee the expenditure 
that has been incurred durinj^ the war could be directly or indirectly 
attributed to the war, this Government shouhl have >fone to the (^entre for 
a suhveiitinn^ in viev^ (d the hackj^rouiui whitdi 1 have just noa ilescribed 
before the House. This is the back^rrouml. Sir. in wliieh this hujjre defloit 
has been ineurred 

Mr. PRESIDENT; ih )w lonjf more will you take, Mr. Kabir, to con- 
clude your speech The last day \ou said that you would take U) to 16 
minutes more and you took about 16 minutes; today also you liave taken 
about 11) minutes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I admit. Sir. that I have been speaking for 
a long time. It >^as my intention to finisli .soon, but since then many 
points have come uj). As yoti kn<»w. Sir, it I am irrelevant oi if I repeat 
myself urmcoi*ssaril> , \oii can pull im* up. But so fur I liave not, I believe* 
repeated a single argument. Besid<*s, so fui as taxation measures are con- 
cerned, I submit tliat there is no t inM‘-Iimit . Thereftuc', if uithoul reja*at- 
iiig mvself or without la'ing inelevant, 1 speak tor eviui a (Moiple of hours* 
— thougli eertainlv I ha\t‘ ii<it that intention, I shall be within \i\\ riglits. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Still, fi»r the eon veil i<'nee <d otliei members I think 
>()U should jiracti.se some amount of self-<*ontr(d in this matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. I will try to be as brief as I ran. J am 
afraid, however, that very often interruption means more time because ona 
has to build up the argument afresh. I was saying, Sir, that it was the 
duly of the Government to have gone to the (Vntre for soim* subvention 
rather than attempt 1t» raise tliis mone\ h\ iiiifiosing an ugrieultural ineome- 
tax upon the people during this crisis. 

I have now placed before the House my argument about the background 
to the famine which was created by the inflationary policy of the State. 
You will remember. Sir, that about the midrlle of February, 194d, it became 
quite clear that there was an acute shortage of foodstufl in tiiis province. 
In this very House a question was asked — I forget who asked the question* 
it might have been Mr, Nur Ahmed or it might have been some one else. 
The an.Hwer then given was that there wuis slmrtuge in this province. A* 
a result, there was further aggravation in tin* .state of uncertainty in the 
public mind. Thereafter, we in this Hemse attempted to have Bengal 
declared a deficit province. We urged that there should be an appeal 
the Central Government and other proviiu'es and countries outside India 
for sending foodstuff here. That w’as unfortunately not done. i)u the 
contrary, the Government which fcame into Indiig on the ‘.Jdlh April, Ht4.d, 
did an act which I cannot characterise as anything else except enmity with 
the people of this country. This Government on assumption of oiBc# 
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declared that there watt no shortage of foodstuff. They also said that what- 
ever apparent shortage there was, was due to the people themselves. Hoard- 
ing by the local people was, the Government said, the only reason for the 
people’s difficulty. This was perhaps true as far as the Government were 
concerned, for probably Government were the greatest hoarder as was actually 
proved at a later stage. They were responsible for whatever difficulty was 
felt. Hut the irresponsible statement of Bengal Ministers was an instance of 
ttie cruelest treachery to the people, (ioveriiment were guilty in three 
respects. First of all, they diverted the responsibility of feeding the people 
from the Government by their declaration that there was sufficient foodstuff 
in the province. The question of responsibility of the Government only arises 
when there is actual famine condition or scarcity and the condition is such 
that the people cannot feed them.selves without governmental help. Such 
condiiiccn existed last year and yet the Bengal Ministers went about .saying 
that there was no scarcity or famine. There was, therefore, an error of 
judgment on the pari of (Government, if it was nothing else. .If a less 
charitable view is taken, it may be de.seribed as enmity to the people. 
Certain ac-tivities followed as a result of which (ioveriiment are responsible 
for the great calamity which we witnes.sed last year. The (ioveriiment 
diverted the attention <»f the people from the gravit\ of the situation by 
their declaration that there was no dearth of focxistufl’. Then. Sir. a division 
was creafcvl among the people themselves ])y tins sort of projiaganda. The 
Government said that th(*r<* w'us sufficient foiMUluft but that on account of 
private hoardcMs diiheull ic*s were* (‘r<*uted. lnstc*ad of a united people press- 
ing ( iovernnic'nt to take responsihilit \ , we had the speetaeh* of the' people 
divided among ihemsedves and blaming and sUs])eeting one another. There 
was suspieion in ilit* mind ol (*ven Mr. Sulirawardy I He wcmld have a food 
drive in w hieh it w'us iiecessarN that every houscdiold should be ransacked ! 
This made the people nervou.s and wa.s responsible for more black-iuarketing 
business. Large amount of foodgrains were brought to Calcutta, as in 
that strange order of Government, Calcutta and Howrah were excluded from 
the purview of the food drive'. At Calcutta and Howrah there were a 
uumber of huge wurelioiises 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kahir certainly you are entitled to discuss the 
principle of the Bill. But don’t \ou think that you are far away from the 
Diotiou before the House ‘r 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 submit, Sir, that this argument is relevant 
to the motion before the House. If (ioveriiment had ear-marked money from 
the proposed tax for tlie pur|>os«* of agriculture, the position would have 
been otherwi'^e. They are not going to do so. There is no intention on the 
part of Government to ear-mark the money from the present Bill. Before 
we vote for this money, we must know the purpose for which the money 
raised by this taxation w'ill be spent. Why should w’e vote additional 
moneys if these are to be .squandered or misspent ^ I am giving instances 

the way in which additional expenditure was incurred through the acts 
af omission and commission of this (Government . 

This (Government, I contend, must bear the main responsibility for the 
tragedy of last year because of their acts either of oversight or lack of 
Potesight or it may be that because they did not have the imagination to 
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see what would be the condition of thia Province, I am sure that you 
yourself will see that it is absolutely necessary to the arifunient that I am 
building up to consider these questions. My contention is that money pro- 
posed tt» be raised by the present Bill should be ear-marked. We in this 
House slunild not l)e prepared t<» give a blank cheque to the Government, 
espt‘< i!ill\ after they have proved by their a< tivities of the lust LV? months or 
so that the\ do not de.serve a blank cheque. That is why I stated before that 
their insihteiua* that there was no food shortage was mainly resptmsible for 
the iraged\ of l!>4d. It preventetl t)o‘ inflow of f(»od friun otitsinie. Private 
individuals went on saying that there was shortage but. ti»e Govt'rnment 
— a responsible (iovernment and a (Jovernment which it must he admitted 
has a large number of tlie members of the Legislature behind it -said the 
opposite. When such Government make the statement that there was no 
shortage, naturally peo]de outside this p!(»vince ami peo]>le outside India, 
who do not know in wdiat way the Government of India Act is made to 
function, believed it. 1 am suie you. Sir. have seen the recent statement 
of Lfird Halifax in wliich he stated that Ittmgal has tin* same kind of 
Govcinnieiit as one ot the States of the I’nilcil States of Amerit'a has got! 
If that i.s th(‘ sort of prtqiagamla carrie»l (U» h\ British functionaries, is it 
surprising that man\ Kngli''lmicn and Ann*iicans shonhl believe that Bengal 
had really a popular ( iovernment r* By not searching the godowns of Cal- 
cutta JiTid ll(*wtah, the ( io\ orninent helped wdiatever rice was in Bengal to 
accumulate in these phice^i. This is an example of the liu'k of eflicieiicy 
and the lack of iniagin.itio?» ori the part of the present Government that we 
regret. 

'I’lic ( io\ eminent ot llcngal said that lht*re were hoartls hut these hoards 
could not he unearflo*<l in spite of a ver\ highl\ developejl polita* system, 
a hi!jhl\ de\elo])ed fspionagi* 'sN’^teio, a highly de\a‘lo]H'«l 1 nt«d i ig(*nee Bramdi 
— an I ntelligcntc llrainh whndi can ahiio-t read ]>eoph*'s thought before 
the> art* thought ! We feel that tlie altt'iition of some memhers of the 
Intelligence Branch might la* devotcil to better pnri»ose than slmdowing 
ilinoc(*nt people. In spite of sueli an I n t(*Iligenee Bramdi, the,> emild not 
find out the hoaiiK 'Idieref ort*. it w'ouid he nglit to say that actually there 
wen* no hoanls, and if at all then* were an\ hoanls, tliey wi'ie witl*. (iovern- 
ment tlieiuselves. These hoards were rc'l^ased later on w di(*ii lakhs of maunds 
of nee and padd.v were wasted in the stations of .lesson* am! Khulna and in 
the'godowiis (jj Nara\anganj, l):o*ta, Chaiidjmr am) (ds<‘when* having h(W*n 
rendered unfit for liunuin consumption. These activities of the present 
Government wi*re responsible for the loss of public rev(*nues. Tiie food- 
grains wdiieh were alloweti lo lot in tile godowns cost mone\ , and today w'e 
have to imjiose new tave- Mone\ wa.s literally thrown into tin* Hooghl\, 
Padmu, and Brahmai»utra. Food was allowed to he wasteil while tens of 
thousands of jieople starved. The reasons why I emphasize on this aspect 
of their activities are two-told; during tlie last year they tried to shirk their 
responsibility of feeding the people by fal.se cries of hoarding, (jovernment 
were responsible for th<* wa.stage, the extraordinary wastage of probably 
lakhs ami more than lakhs maunds of foodgrains. Today w^e are again faced 
with a deficit which is largely on account of the acts of (UoverniTient. 
Government have spent about d crores of rupees fc»r treating people suffering 
from the effects of .starvation. This need not have been spent if food came 
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to the people in time. If in the monthK of May and June, when the people 
of Bengal were clamouring for food, Government had arrangied for foodstuffs 
to come from outside, if Gover*inient had not failed miserably in their duty, 
if they had not gone out of their way to mislead i»ubli(; opinion all over the 
world, the tragedy of 1943 would not have tallen place. In this way they 
have made themselves /responsible for the murder of many lakhs of people 
of this province. But for their gross mismanagement, this question of 
destitutes would never have ari.sen at all, this question of ho.spitals for 
destitutes also w’ould never have arisen at all. All these hospitals ministered 
to people whose health was shattered because they had to go w’ithout food. 
This relief had to be given to the people because their resistaiK'e had been 
undermined day by day, week by week, month b> numth on account of 
starvation and all the evils and misery attendant on starvation. After all, 
these conditions had been created by Government. All this expenditure, I 
am sure, would not have to be incurred if the Government had taken 
courage at the right time and taken proper stejjs. 

(Government did not reali.se the magnitude of the terrible calamity that 
was coming, but they ought to have foreseen that a calamity of some sort 
was coming. Probably ilobody was able to visualise that the calamity 
would b<‘ (d a magnitude unpn*cedente<l in the history ol the province; but 
there is a difference between the private individual and the Government. 
It was the obvious duty of the (ioverniiHUit at least to tr\ tr) foresee' the 
calamit.N. Kven if the\ could not realist* tlu* magnitude, it wa> obviiuisly 
their <luty to taki* all ])ossilde st<*ps as a ]>rt'cautionar\ nu'asure. (liiite 

confidt'ut^ Sir, that if this Government had made in Ma\ ami dune that 
appeal which it made in September and Octobt'r, and had rect'ived in May 
and June that help which came from oiitMde in Sc'ptember and October, 
lakhs of pejople would not have ilied for want of food. I am sure the charges 
•v on th«* provincial e\<he(jiiei would have hi'cn mmdi less than what has been 
actually incurred, (ii)vernment iought shy ot giving relief at the time 
when relief was possible and lu'cessarv . The result ot all this was that 
when they were actually forced to give relief, the magnitude <d that relief 
was more than what it would have been if that relief were given in pro])er 
time. The conduct of (ioveriiment supplies a glaring, bitter and tragic 
instance of that eommoii proverb stitch in tiiiu' saves nine. Xh^rt* was 

not one stiteli in time and the nine stitches have not saved the jirovince. 
On the contrary, valuable food w'orth lakhs of rupees has been lost and what 
is even more tragic, valuable lives have been lost. This is the background. 
Sir, and this is the reason why we cannot accept the Bill without modification. 

I have already stated at the outset that 1 am not against an agricultural 
income-tax as such, or any other taxation measiTre, provided the taxation 
aims at tlic heiietit of the people of the country. Taxation is an instrument 
for diverting the superfluous wealth of the rich and providing social services 
and utilities, such us health, education and other services for the poor. 
Therefore, I am not against taxation as sueli. But when the record of this 
Government is so black — and I have suggested they themselves know that 
their record is black — bow* can we give a blank ebeque to this (government? 
1 consider it necessary to state the reason and purpose of my supporting the 
reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. There are, on the one hand, the 
Teoomxnendations of the Flotid Commisaion . On general principles, without 
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l^oing into the merit8 or demerits of any (joverument what«wer, they laid 
fftwn the policy that any money derived Irom am ttjrricultural income-tax 
should be devoted solely to the amelioration of u^rriculture and iln» welfare 
of the uKrieulturist. These are >j:euerttl principles which we all accept; but 

in addition to that, when we have u tiovernment whose bo/io fitirs are 

subject to 4Ut*stiou, whose ability bus been proved to be almost nil and 

whose efhcieucN is at the very lowest ehb, wliich has branded itself by lack 

of imafrination as one of tht‘ most eallous of GoverniiientvS llnil a ci>iintry can 
tolerate, when we have a (ioverniiient like this, how t*an it he expected — - 
against the background of the general principles laid ilown by the Floud 
Commission — how can it be expe<*tetl that this (jovernintMit should be trusted 
with so much fumls]^ We know the wu> in whic'b the juesent tiovernment 
is spending money. 1 might again briefly refer, as 1 referred on the last 
occasion, to the fact that if this Government has excelled in anything, it is 
certainly in creating new departments which with all their parapht'rnalia 
of otli< eis and other things do not know what exactly to do. Elsewhere, with 
expansion in the uninber of civil servants, the amount of civil service actually 
iiu reasos; hut here in Heiigal we have a paradoxical situation. In all other 
countries, the increase of civil servants always means an increase of service 
available to the pt*oj»!e: hut here w<* have a strange paradox, namely, that 
increase in the number of civil servants is atteiidetl with a decreasi* lor civil 
service almost in the reversi^* rati»>. In such a situation, how can it be 
expecte<l that Government .should he given this blank clieijuei" 

These things, Sir, could be thrasheil out much more i‘onvenit‘ntl\ in the 
Seletd Committee tliaii on the floor of the House. It is kiiowii to everybody 
in this House that if a suggestion is iiuule on the floor of the House, it is 
rarely accepted b\ (ioverument. In the Select Committee, in the relativtdy 
calmer and co<der atmo.sphere, it is possible for Government to take the 
members into ccmfidcnce and approach the pmblem in a spirit of co-operation. 
This is not always possible on the floor of the House. Tliere, the Him’ble 
Minister who jiresides over the Select Committee may take the members into 
confidence. For all these reasons, it is very desirable that the Bill should 
be sent to the Select Committee. 1 will not go into greater details. I have 
already taken more time than it was my intention at first to take and I leave 
this argument here. But before 1 conclude, 1 must say one thing. It is 
that Government always take this House in a casual manner. They have 
considered important Bills elsewhere and sprung them upon us and rushed 
them through — got them through — without even changing a comma or 
semi-colon. If there were joint select committees of the two Houses, we 
could discuss these Bills in a more detailed manner When the Bills came 
before the House later on, so much criticism and discussion would not then 
be necessary. But as it is now, we are asked to father a baby which is 
sprung upon us. Plans completed, constructed, without any possibility of 
modification by this House are thrust upon us. How’ can we accept a thing 
in the planning of which, in the shaping ot which we have no handV What- 
ever emerges as an Act, you know' very well, is an Act (*f the Legislature 
in which both Houses concur. We always find that important Hills are dis- 
cussed in detail in the Select ( ommittee elsewhere. After the Sfdect 
Committee has given shape to it and the Bill i^ passed elsewhc^re, * 
brought before this House. Now, Sir, as a revising f hajx.^er, it is 
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of this House to examine every Bill thorouj?bly instead of hurrying or rushing 
through them. If we Uurry, we would be failing in our duty. A joint 
Select Committee would I think meet the situation and obviate the difficulty 
at pre»<*nt experienced. It is up to this House to see that its rights are not 
trampled in this manner, and it is not asked to rubber stamp and merely 
endorse what has actually taken place in another House. 

There is another consideration why this motion for Select Committee 
should be accepted by Government. Government wants to hurry the Bill 
through. If so, they can ask for an earlier date by which the Select 
Committee report w-ill be completed. The date of the Select Committee 
report could be modified, provided there is general agreement. In the 
motion which has been moved, it i.s proposed that the report of the Select 
Coitiinittee should be submitted by dlst July. This is a short period. I 
think it would not be a longer period thaji if the Bill is actually considered 
clause by clause on the floor of the House. With the consent of the House 
you may, if >ou so choose, have an earlier date. Unless s<»me such ai coin- 
modation is made by (lovernment, this House — at least those members who 
lack blind faith in the (iovernment — are not prepared to give a blank cluMpie 
to the (jovernment. I know that some honourable members on the other side 
think that whatever they do in this Hoxise is rigid. Only this afteiiioon I 
was saying to a friend — a member of this House —that when the Dcljihic 
Oracle said that Socrates was the wisest man of Oreece, Socrates was at 
first surprised, for be was conscious of bis own lack of knowledge. Later 
on, he admitted the correctness of the Oracle, for while be knew little and 
kn(‘W' that this w’as so, tlio others did not know and yet tliought that tliey 
kiiew^ everything. 1 would ask tht* Hon’hle Finance Minister wdio often 
gives lectures on F(‘on<mii(*s to mmiihers on this siile of tlie House to reinem- 
har the prophec> of the Delphic Oracle. Tlu' findings of Kconoinio are 
varving toda> . Tin* economics in which my fnend might have ht‘en brought 
up <U’ the economies in whieli lii*' youthful (la\s wtue passod have already 
been largely discarded. I w(»uld ask him to iMiltivate something ot the 
humility of SoiTutes, something ot the atlitude wliieli i» md eoeksuie and 
dogmatic alnnit everytliing. These (‘ousiderations should persuade Oo\i‘rn- 
ment to accept this motion for a Selec t romniittee. If it goes to a Select 
rommittce. 1 am quite sure that in this House we i‘au thrash out diftorent 
clauses and make of it a better Bill than the one which has come here. You 
w'ill bear me out tliat on more occlusions tlian one this House has materially 
improved Bills. When Bills* are brought here, this House has to apply its 
mind and it has often done so in the past. Unfortunately, we do not have 
here today one of my honourable friends w’ho is a specialist in what we call 
technical amendments. If this technical specialist had betvn present amongst 
us today and lent his services, it might have been of great value to the 
Government. Therefore considering all these things. I w’ould urge very 
strongly upon Government to accept the motion for Select Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, at the very outset 
I hasten to say that there is no question about the equity of the measure 
and there is no question that the agricultural income-tax should not be one 
of the principal sources of revenue in Bengal. That is w'hat I said when I 
Tn«vi.d hv motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion 
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thereon. There has been difference of opinion with respect to, time. In 
my opinion, it is not the opportune time when this tax should lue imposetl. 
War is on and tlie condition of Hen^rul is not what it ixs in normal iiiueti. 
But the Hon hie the Finance Minister has expressed an# opinion which ha’i 
been supported by the l*arty that is Whind him that this is the most oppor- 
tune time for such a measure. In fact, my honourable friend Mr. liamidui 
Huq Chowdhury opined that many people have }>ibnl mone\ upon money 
by Government (ontracts and therefore this is the time wlien a (a\ like thia 
should he imposed. 1 am of opinion. Sir, tliat those persons who have 
made themselves rich by war contracts will go stu>t-frcc. In tai't. these are 
the people who have made hank balances, and whenever thi‘N wanted tii invest 
their money, they did so by acquiring lands ami LuilJdings in urban areas, 
and the rest of the money they devoted io business purposesr Most of ihia 
class ot jicople will not he affected at all by the jirovisioiis of this Hill; and 
those wh(» will be affected, Sir, are big agriculturists and rent-receivers and 
reveiiue-j)a\ ers. These people are mostly over head and ears in debt. The 
Finance Minister knows this fact very well. Now, 1 wouhl like to ask the 
Finance Minister to remember that these big agriculturists, reiit-rei’eivera 
as well as revenue-payt‘rs in the niufassil have got to respond to lOI lo(‘al 
calls, to contribute to different funds, particuhirly to those nduted to the 
War. '^laist year the> contnliuted n(dd\ to Sir Ilt*rhcrt's call foi 41) lakha 
for Imliati Hcd Cross. This scar Mi. Casey, the (lovernor, has appealed 
to them to lontiihutc IN. 44 laklis for the .same Indian Red (hoss. Tliia 
huge amount of in(»iie> will also he realised mostls by eontrihutions taken 
from tliC''e big- agncult ui ists, rcnt-receis ers as well as revenui*-i)u> ers. Sir, 
is it the projiei turn* when llii* Finance Minister thinks that the> must he 
overwhelmed witli tuxes 1^ 1 think, Sir, that (iovei niiii'iit ouglit to remember 

one imjiortant fact in this connection that whcm*ver th«‘n* is a pro]iosul for 
im])osition of a fresh tax, people's grievances ought to he met. Sir, our 
grievances are many, hut our particular grievance is that the ])riceH of the 
necessaries of our life have gone sky high. The priid of rice in Hjiite of 
control is rising everyday. The price of muslanl oil, the price of kerc»sine, 
sugar ami coal and the price of everything that is ncc(‘ssarv to keep our 
Ixxly and soul tog«‘t}ier have gone sky high and beyond contnd. (loverii merit 
have so fur failed to enforce controlled prices in order to enable us to live a 
peaceful life. The economic life of Jb'ngal is at a verv lf>w chh today, 
and the peojile are feeling tlie pangs of hunger. Is if ilie ojiportuiie ^iirie 
wlien (government sliould have come forward to overwhelm the peiqde of 
Bengal witli a m*\\ tax like this agricultural income-tax’^ 

Sir, I say that although agricultural income-tax should he one of the 
principal source.s of revenue in Bengal, yet if it is not imposed for the 
improvemnt of agriculture solely, it is apt to he misspent. The money 
should be spent for the right purpose; otherwise it will he misused. Sir, the 
Government^ very cryptic as to the reason why this taxation should bo 
imposed. An that has been stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
for the Bill is that the (Government want money. In order to add to the 
revenues of Bengal, this taxation is going to be imposed. These are the 
words: “Whereas it is nece.ssary to make an addition to the revenues oi 

Bengal and for that purpose to impose a tax on agrieiiltural income 
from land situated in Bengal. That is what is stated to he the purpi*ne of 
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Ike Bill. I would like to »ay that one reason why the Finance Minister has 
not come forward to ear-mark this revenue for the needs of aj^rirulture is 
that he desires to meet the deficit from the procee<U td this tax. Now, Sir, 
if that is his objecfi, then we should refuse him this tax, or if we at all allow 
him to get this tax, we should say that at least this tax should not be spent 
on meeting the deficit as he wants to do. Sir^ I may say that in the course 
of one or two years we have raised the revenue of this province from Rs. 16J 
crnres to Kh, 2d crores. 'i’hut is a good achievement in all conscience. The 
expenditure side now has come t(» dd crores and if that is so, whose fault 
is thisJ^ llow' (‘ould expenditure go up so much if a huge amount had not 
to be spent f)n famine and extraordinary ( harges in India y The famine was 
the offslojot <»f the w’ar and the e\traordinar\ charges in India are also the 
result of the war effort. So far,* therefore, as the deficit is concerned, it 
should be met by the Government of India and not by us. In whatever way 
this huge defi(*it may he met, my contention is that not a pie of this agri- 
cultural incom^rtax should be spent for the purpose of meeting this deficit. 
Now, Sir, our view is that this tax should be devoted solely to the purpose 
of the improvement of agriculture and projects connected with agriculture. 
Is it at all possible, Sir, that we shall be able to carry any of our points 
ill th(‘ oj><*n House here with tfie Finance Minister shadowing over 
the members of the Government party y On tin* conirar>, Sir, if tlie 
Bill is referred to a Select Committee, in it.*, cool atmosphere, we can get 
certain amendments passed. As I deal with this point as to whether there 
iff any such possibility in the Select Committee, 1 may remind members as 
to what happened in connection W'ith the Land Alienation Bill which 
Government introduced and got passed for the ]>urposc of helping those w’ho 
were obliged to sell lands at the time of the last famine at a price not exceed- 
ing Rk. 200. 1 may mention that the Bill as originally introduced in this 

House was full of errors, so much so that wc had to submit a large number of 
amendments and our amendments were many and various. Tlii.s was found 
out by the Hcui’ble Mr. Tarak Natli Mukerjea, Member in charge of the 
Bill, who turned to us for help in order to have his Bill passed and suggested 
that in order to improve the Bill we might meet at a conference. Well and 
good; we readily agreed but we found afterwards that he was economising, 
that is to say, he did not call us but he called his party, gave them tea which 
was promised to us and considered our amendments. They accepted at that 
meeting almost all the amendments of which we had given notice, so that 
when a new draft of the Bill emerged we found to our surprise that our 
amendments were all accepted. 

The result was that the Bill was passed into law without much hitch. 
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister came out with leaflets containing full page 
photograph of himself and took credit for himself. Another experience of 
OUTS is this. There was the Animal Diseases Act, A Select Committee 
were called. When we went there, we found the members the Govern- 
ment party were very reasonable and listened to our suggestions in a 
co-operative spirit : there were many changes and many amendments were 
accepted and the Bill was passed without much controversy. That is onr 
experience. So in the Select Committee many things could be amicably 
aettled which it is not possible on the floor of the Hou|e. We have however 
emr bitter experience in respect of the Sales Tax Bill, which was not 
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referred a Select Comniitt^H*. There the members of the Government 
party wanted to gvi throujfli the Bill without any ehaag»i» or mwlitieation, 
and the Opposition could dti> nothing; luu'ause the Government party with 
overwhelminjf majority ddindly voted tor it. Now, Sir, eominff back to the 
question of imi)roviri^ the condition M a>rrieulture with the priH'eeds of 
this tax and ear-mark injjf tlie same for this, the ILm'ble the FiiiaiU'e 
Minister objected to the term “eaimurk ” and suit! that it is had finam^tj. 

I would like to tell \ou, Sii. that the Flouil Commissic^ii did not use the 
w^ord “earmark ' hut speciHcall\ recommetided tliut the tax whieli will lie 
raised out ot aj^^ricultural income should he d»*voted solely to effeeting* 
agricultural iinpr(»vement . Now, Sir, ilic Kloud (’tnnmission, stiine of the 
members of wliich are now among the ( i(»\ ci uiiuml |nirt\ . and soim* of them 
were also experts, expicsst‘d tlour opinion lhat tlie tax slionlil lie deviUed 
solely for the purpose of agricultural impn>vt*ment . But the Finaiiee 
Minister said that it W’ould he had finance it tliis iund is ajiplied solely for 

agriiMiltural improvement. I tlo n»»t undi*rstand liow it c<mhl he so. I 

hope the Hon’hle Minister will t*nliglitcn the House on this point. I am 
just saving wh\ it is pos-^ihlc tor the prtMCt*ils ot tliis tax to he devotm! for 
the ]nirpose of agiicultiiral improvement and even «‘ar-marke<l . I ht*re is 
such a thing as the Kailwuy Board ot the (iov(*rn iinuit ot India. 1 he 
Kaihva\ Hoard lias a sepaiate tinaiice. There the Itailway Board raises 
its own revenue and s^iends it tor the juirpost* of iinpioving the railway 
system throughout India. ()f coiiim* wlieiiever tliere is exc(‘ss, it gives it 

to the general Inidget hut it-' tinam es .iic separate. \\ hy can t vve have 

ail Agiicultiiral Board - 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Are you (juite sure 
that the amount expected to h(‘ raised hy this tax wdll cover the agricultural 
hudg-et or even a fiiiction of it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No iiuestion ot covering the wlnde agri- 
cultural budget- -it may niet‘l part of if. I may now fell >011 how an 
Agricultuial Board which would he piesidcd (»ver liy the Hon’hh* Minister 
in charge of Agricult me 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have Agricultural Advisuiy Board 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not the Agricultural Advisory Board 
hut 1 sa\, an Agricultural Jtoard like the Railway Board of tlie (iovprn- 
ment of India. 

Sir, the Hon hie Finiim e Mini-^fer t(d<I us fliaf even without ear-marking 
the amuiuit tor tlie purpose of agrieultural improvement they had lavishly 
financed the Agriculture Depart meiit . Their contrihution of 2 crores 
of rupees has been devoted to the improvement of agrii'ult ure. Well and 
good. A<ld to this amount the agricultural inconie-tax proceeds and give 
lhat Board sufficient amount lor the purpose of agricultural improvement 
tind tor projpct.H connected witli improvement of agriculture, such as 
irrigation, transport facdlitie.s and many other things, and let the Board 
be responsible for improvement of agri<ulture in Bengal. Agriculture is 
one of the nation-building subjects.. Sir, I think that in order 
a future famine, the^ Agriculture Department muet remain reeponei e ^ 
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the people. Burma has gone at least for the present, and with Burma 
exi>ort and import have also gone for the present. Now, every other 
province will he trying to be self-supporting- But we are having defi'dts 
every year and are expecting lielp from other provinces. We should also try 
to be self-ftuppr)rting in respect ot the essential supplies. The Agriculture 
Department should have a separate Board like the Railway Board which 
will be entirely resp»)iisihle for the iinjuoveinent of t»gri4*ult\ire, so rhnt 
Bengal may not have to look to tlie provinces for help or lyay not have to 
import food supplies from outside. Bengal is a rich and fertile country 
and so it can certainly stand on its owm provided a competent Agricultural 
Board w’ith a < ompetent Agriculture Minister to preside over it is st4 up to 
utilise all the Jiioney that can b<» received from the (iovernment for the 
purpose of averting famine in future. 

Sir. the most imj»ortant reason w'hy this Bill shoiild be <ent to a Select 
Committee is that then* it may be consitier<Ml in a calm atmos]d»ere. Take 
for instance, the (piestion that if (iovermnent sa> tliat the Bill will come 
info ()pcratjon Iroin April, 1944, w-e will say in the Selcr t Conunittec that it 
is nof the proper time for the Bill to come into operation until the war is 
over, and that until Bengal returns to its normal time the pi’ovisions of 
this Bill cannot be given effect to; and as (iovernment lia-' at its biu’k a 
big majority there is some boj>e in tlie Stdeid Coinmittei*, wdiile there is 
none in the o}u*n flou.se. We Ijope tin* Sele<*t (’ommitlee membtus of the 
Governnu'nt W’ill he f(*asonab]e men. What hojie we have h(*rer' 

d’lu* taxation limit has been jilaced a hit high. In fact, all tlie electors 
and \otcr,s. »*very rncinl)ci‘ of this Hous(‘ will he lirought within the ring 
of this measure, although many members of the Lower House and their 
ooii.stituencies may get away scot-free. Not a single voter not a single 
memh(*r of this House will e.scape from the operation of tliis Bill. I say, 
therefore, that this is a Itill wdiich should he considered very carefully by 
each and every merulKM’ of this Hoii.se and tliat is liest done in a Select Com- 
mittee. If tin* matter does not go to a Select Cominittet* hut is i onsidered 
here straightaway on the floor of tlie House and the Bill is passed witliout 
the rbaiige of a comma or a .semi-colon -that is a projnisition wliich each 
and every member of the House wdll consider not to he fair. 

Now, Sir, there an* very important sections in tlie Bill, for instance, 
aections 4. (), 7 and particularly 8 wliich ]>r()vide as to how the asse-ssment 
and allowances aie to lie made. With regard to allowances^ my conlciition 
is that they should be very carefully considered. With regard to the 
allowances, in our opinion, one very important omission has been made and 
this has been pointed out by my friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Muklierjee, 
who quoting from the relevant English Act, showed what the position in 
England w^as. He pointed out that the cost of maintenance of family 
members will not he taken into account in estimating the (‘ost.s which should 
be dediK'ted for the purpose of arriving at the net agriculture income. What 
hope iiave we here, in this House, when we move our amendments, that luy 
friends on the other side will consider the propositions coolly and vote 
according to reason ? 

There are other sections also, such as section 49 and others, in regard 
to which European members think seriously. In lact^ Mr. Laidlaw referred 
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to this aud pointed out certain iiie<|uities but after examining theae poiuta 
he ended by blessing the Bill and supporting it. That is to say, if those 
inequities of which they c<unpiain go oft’, then “Devil take the rest” was 
his idea. He <lid not <*are what woitld hajipen to us. As regards 
clause Khun Bahadur Moiniu — i do io>t find him here, perhaps he 

would be toining up when the bell would ring tor a tlivision, if a division 
is called — Khan Baluuiur Momin has Miggested that one shoiibl pay income- 
tax in the country where it is ai'tuallv t*arned and shouhl not escaiie pay- 
ment heie b\ paying his tax in stone i»tlo*r rountry. That is a pidnt of 
great iinjaotauce and we wtoild like to kn<*w whetht'r it is coV(*red by se<’tion 
411. It is sinh a beaut ifullN -w toded s««rtitoi that it may mean an\thing 
both for aud against giving relief. The Him ‘hie Minister will attionpt to 
show that it does not mean what we think it means. Is there any possibility 
for U-. in the open House to havi* an\ ehanges in the wording of this seetiiui 
bnoight about y It will he said tliat the section is an intricate and u 
tei’hnical one ami ver\ tew ineinbeis eould undeistand it. Finance Minister 
will 1 ise as an expert and sa\ that it doe.s not eonv.<*v the sense that we think 
it doe-'. But if the matter w dis<-ii>-MMl in Stdei t ('oininittee w t* can express 
our ideas iully and state our viiwvs with reastmable (hance of success and 
may also know in what respect they «litlered troin th«* amendments that were 
udo])ted in the Seh'ct t’oniinittee ol the Lower House 'I'liere are variou.s 
other malteis mnneeted with the Si hedille aUn whole thiMe is loom fof 
serious diileieiice (it opinion between the (iovernment and ourselvi*s. It is 
a vei \ (ontentious measwie which tomhes the «*<‘onomie hte »)f a very large 
bod\ of people in the whole ot Bengal. riidei such ei rcu inst auces. it is but 
fit that this measure should go fi»r consideration in a Select Committee in a 
co(d atmospheie where things can b<* diM-idiol coolly. With tlo'se words, I 
sup]Mijt the motion ior relenmce of the Bill to a Select ('ommittia*. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. Bivsident, Sir, I rise 
to suport the motion for ref(*rt*nce ot this Bill to a Sel<*ct (aonmittee. 1 
must at the outset make clear to tlu‘ House what the Congress Hrnup of 
this H ouse think about tlii.s Bill. f may say that so fai as tln‘ principle 
of this Bill is conccijied, we agree and we have no objei lion to such measures 
being brought for the benefit of the people at large. We have always 
favouiisl an e(|uitable liijuidat ion of the vested inti‘rest. But the (question 
is; how Is the money wliirdi will he n*alise<l going to be s|)ent and hoW’ 
will it be utilised y All these things are not at all clear from the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons. 1 think that the .Stal<*iiient of Objects and Reasons 
is a necessary part of any Bill that is prei^ented befiue this House. It baa 
been so vaguely wordml. It has not been printed even and has been typed 

on a slip of paper (The Hon’ble Mr. Gohwami : Paper sliortuge. 

Mr. Amuly ADH o.VK Roy: What alnuit Ihugnl Weekly ^ where do you get 
paper for that *' ) The previous speakera, my friends Mr. Kabir and Mr. Das, 
^have both exhaustively pointed out that (iovernment should have some 
policy for which a tax is to be imposed. The Floud Cominission recom- 
mended that the agricultural income-tax could be levied with a view to 
gradually lowering down the prices of zeinindari, so that in future it coufd 
be acquired: that was the real motivte underlying their suggestion for the 
imposition of the agricultural income-tax. But the present BiB 
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nowhere near that. The Government do not eare whether the conditions of 
agricultural people improve or not. ft in not with a view to give a fillip to 
agriculture itself that the tax is being imposed. 

So, for what purpose this money is going to he spent, they do not care 
to tell U8. It is evident that this money they want to spend for extra- 
ordinary expenditure, the expenditure which (iovernment have to incur on 
account of war. In this view of the matter, tlie Gongress Party cannot 
agree to any taxation unless the pn»cee<ls tliereof are especially ear-marked 
for the purpose fr»r which the Fhmd (’ommission liad already rerommended it. 

There is another point. Our Fimince Minister has ahva>s been in the 

habit of saying that this measure is imposed to cf)unteract inflation 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 have never said 
it in connection with this Bill. * ’ 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But we have read in the 
papers that you have said this elsewdiere. 1 am anticipating his argu- 
ment. Another argument that be has placed before iis is tliat Government 
is competent eiH)ugh to spend money in whatever \va\ it likes. These are 
the arguments tliat are at his disposal. But, as for inflation, it is such an 
important matter that it cannot be discussed i?i the time that is at our 
disposal. It is really a te(‘hnical subject and this inflation is more caused 
by the action of the Government 

Mr. RRE8IDENT. Mr. Fbakraverti, the floti’ble Finance Ministei 
never referred to inflation. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 wish to say here 
that I have never said that this particular uuMsure is ])rincipally an anti- 
inflationary measure. I have never atlduced that urgunuuit in supj)ort of 
an agricultural income-tax. I did not ('onsidei- it in that light, although 
any nieus\ire of taxation is in some way or other aiiti-inflatinnarv. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: As ini the propriety of 
the tax, it has been argued rather tlireadbar«* bv our friend, Mr. Kabir, and 
I fully endorse hi.s view.s. The only thing on which our friends are depend- 
ing is ( lovernment majority in the House. 'rio‘y have very little to say by 
way of refuting the cogent reasons advanced by the Opposition in support 
of the motion for referring the Bill to a Select t'ommittee. With these 
words. I resume my seat. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir. the other day 
my honourable friend, Mr. Huinayun Kabir, sjioke at great length of the 
various disadvantages from wliii li our Province was suffering, namely, the 
Permanent Settlement and several other evils. This afternoon he continued 
bis speech and meniioued other ills to which this Province has been a prey, 
viz., famine and pestilence. 1 listened to him with great interest and a 
great deal of patient attention. The speeches on both the occasions have^ 
been instructive; but 1 was wondering luuv by .sending this Bill to a Select 
Committee he w’ould be able to cure all these evils or prevent the recurrence 
of famine and pestilence. This is a taxation measure and I think the 
House is competent to discuss the provisions of the Bill calmly and dis^ 
passionately in this air-conditioned Chamber. 
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It han been aaid of this Bill that the yield of thia tax will be awallowed 
up in paying the staff that will be needed for its rolleelion. I may inform 
the House that 1 have had for some time now an approximate idea of the 
total amount of cost for collecting this tu\. As regards the proportion that 
it will bear to the total receijits — thi«i will depend i>n what the total yield i«. 
(hmipetent persons have eslimatetl the vield at various figures. 7'ho 
divergence is so grea4 that it Would not be proper for me to express any 
opinion upon it at the present moment. 11 we take the nu'st conservative 
figure, then 1 am told that the cost ol collection would be s40iH‘thing like 5 
or () per cent, of the total receipts. If the \ iebl is greater, according to the 
optimistic estimate, the cost <»f cidlectioii would be proptut ituiatelv lowt*r. 
1 do md, therefore, think that there is an\ substance in lh»‘ a]iprehensiou 
that the yiebl of this income-tax will be all consumed in i>aying salaries. 

Then the iiuestion, a ver\ old (jnestion. of ear-marking the proceeds of 
this tax for a particular purpose was again ilisiuissed this afternoon. Wtdl, 
Sir, 1 have given m\ reasons for not being able to a<'(’ept the proposition 
that a certain lax should hv ear-mark<‘d loi a certain purj)os 4 ‘. My honour- 
able friend, Mr. Lalit ('bamlra Das, tried to draw' an analogs btdw'een tlie 
Railway Board and what lie ])ro|a)sed, namely, a Hoar«l of Agriculture for 
Bengal, d'hc' Bail way Boaial bas a self-conlaimMl bmlgid d'he Board does 
not only prov/ide for a budget for railway <‘xpenditure ; but aist> i-ontributes a 
large sum (»t mones to tlie ('eiHial Kx< he(|Uei, lliat is, to the genera! reviuiues 
of the ( ^(^verlmlcllt of India, Htuc wc onls cxj>c('t a certain amount f»f 
moiM's which will help tlic (iovcrnimuit t(j <b-votc more attention to nation- 
huilding activities. I can very well uiiderstaml why the h'loud ('oinmissioii 
recommended that tlie proceeds of this income-tax shoubl be d«‘Voted fo the 
improscno'Mt of agriculture. Agrii-ulture ha<l ln‘en a neglectiol subjtM’l in 
this province. That is uiifoi t unatels trui‘. But if honourable members will 
be good enough to look at the budget which I ]>resented to ihis Hou.se last 
September and particularly the budget which I pn*sentcd last ]*'ehruHrv, 
and if they will further kindly total up the items that come under “Agricul- 
ture” and the items representing agrifuill lira) imjuovenuMit , they will find 
that mort* tiian tw'o to three crores of rupees are being sjient for agricultiual 
improvement. It is true that perhujis we would not liave undertaken this 
heavy ex jiendit ure hut for tlie les.sons of tlie famine. T admit flial ; hut the 
fact is that tlie expenditure that h^s been made and will la* made in the next 
few months will he of such a character as will find favour with the House. 
And 1 may also say that the rdiaracter of tliis ex jM*nUit uie commits (jovern- 
liieiit to further exiiemlit ure in future years. 

With agriculture you must, of course, take into account projects of 
irrigation. I am afraid it will be nece.H.sary for (jovernmenl fo come before 
the appropriate House of Legislature f(»r a large sup])lemeiitary grant fo 
finame our projects which were not included in the budget, but which were 
fore-sliadowed in my Budget ^Speech. 

Sir, 1 can assure you that it is the intention of Government to devote as 
much money as possible to the imirrovement of agriculture. Gur rehabili- 
tation projects are alst) very important because they are hor the improvement 
of the condition of agriculturists and should automatically change the face 
of the countryside in Bengal. There was perhaps another idea in the mind 
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ot the memberH of the Floud Commieftion . They probably regarded the 
agricultural income-tax as a kind of compulsory investment- If the land is 
to be improved by (fovernment, (iovernnient will have to get money to effect 
that improvement, ft is w’ell-known that there are certain common tasks 
to which the revenues of the I'ouritry must be devoted. The proportion in 
which they are to be distributed in a particular year must be determined by 
the (jovernment of the day. It is said that' much of the extra expenditure 
last year tfnd much of the extra expenditure which will be incurred during 
this year in this province are <lue to the famine and aftermath of famine: 
and that that amount is chargeable n(»t to the i)rovincial revenues but to the 
Government of India. It was possihle to tell this House during the last 
bitdget (liscuHsitm that the Government oi India had already promised a 
subvention which the honourable members of the House and 1 considered 
very inadisjuate. 1 am grateful to the lioiiourable members of all sections 
of the House for tlieir support in my demand from tlu* (jovernment of India 
for a larger subvention. It is my expectati<»n that as a result of negotiations 
which arc still in progress it will be po.ssible for the (lovernmeni of l^engal 
to get out of the (iovernmeiit ot India a ver> much larger subvention. I 
have placed m> figures before the (jovernment of India. They are neither 
too high nor too low. I have tried to be as reasonable as jiossiblc. Hut 1 
cau usMUn* the House that while I am not in a position to divulge at wliat 
iitage the negotiations are at present, I may say that 1 have rt‘ast)nable 
exj)ectul ion that Bengal will not have a ba<l d«*al tiom (lit* (iovernmenl of 
India. It is (juite true that much ot the deficit from whieli we are 'suffering 
is due to causes which are external to the normal rcnuiicments oi the 
province; afid, therefore, I feel that it is the duty (d the (Jovernmeut of 
India to come to our rescue. I hope honourable members will not expect 
me to say very much more on this subject at this stage. All that I wish 
to plead on my behalf is that I have not beiui negle(‘tfu] of my duty in this 
matter. 

But as regards the agricultural im’ome-tax, its jMjuity has Ijceii admitted 
by economists in India. I ha])peii to belong to a community which will he 
affected by this tax, and 1 can realise the feelings of members of that com- 
munity, because I feel that this Bill will certainly be an additional burden. 
It is an iuesimpuble burden. It^was said that we have not followed the 
English income-tax with regard to dediKftions for maintenance of families 
in this Bill. This, Sir, is not a comprehensive income-tax Bill. Nor is the 
incidence of the tax anything as high as that in the United Kingdom; and 
if we were to allow* deductions for cost t)f maintenam'>e of the families ou 
the United Kingdom basis we would find that our rates would be higher and 
uot lower than wliat they are mentioned in the Bill. 

1 hope. Sir, that honourable members will not^ insist on sending this Bill 
to a Select Committee. I want to say this plainly that it has never been 
my idea or intention to treat the Upper House lightly. I have considered 
it a very salutary provision of the Constitution which (*ompels Government 
bo come to the Upper House, because in the Upper House we can discuss 
tkings in a calmer atmosphere. I wish to make it quite clear that it is not 
my intention that the Bill should come out of the House without a change 
>1 a comma or a semi-colon in case a change is necessary, and 1 am not sure 
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that I shall not myself be asking this House to accept some amendments 
proposed by myself. So 1 lu>pe the House will absolve me of the rhargfe 
that (fovernment treat this House ligrhtly. Sir, 1 do not wish to detain 
the House any lonji^er. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There are two amendments before 
the House. 1 shall put them one after another. 

The <juesti<»n before the }!ous«‘ : that the Henjfal A^rieultural Ineoine- 

tax Bill, 1944, as pas.sed by the Assembly be referred to a Select t’ommitt-ee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Air. Tulsi Chandra (loswanu, Minister in charf^e of 
the Finance Department . 

(1?) W. B. tt. Laidlaw. 

(9) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chaki avert i. 

(4 I Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

( o ) Mr. N ur A hmed , 

(b) Mr. Khrnshed Alam (’ho\wlhurv, 

(7) Mr. Siiltanmhliii Ahmed, 

(8) Ml. Hamidul Hmj Chowdhurx, 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul M<uiun. c.i.E.. 

(10) Mr. Bireii Hoy, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to suhmit their repot t by the dlsi duly, 1944, and that 
the number of memhers wliyse pieseiiee shall be lUMessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

(The uniendmeut was nejjaiived. ) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ijUe-Htion before the House is: that tin* BenfH''al 
Ajiri iciilt lira! Income-tax Bill, 1944, as iia.s.sed by the Asseiribly be referred 
to a Sel(*ct Committee ('onsi^tiiiK <>1 — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. dbil'ni Chandra Doswiimi, Minister in clmrpfo of 
the Finance 1 )epart imm i , 

{‘ 2 ) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(d ) Mr. Kaniini Kuiiiai Dutta, 

(4) Mr, W. B. (L Laidlaw, 

(d) Mr. Huina>un Kabir, 

(0> Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Momin, c.i.e., 

(9) Rai Bahadur Radliica Bhusan Roy, 

(10) Mr. Biren Roy, and 

(111 the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1944, and thafthe 
number of members whose presence .shall he nece.Hsary to constitute a quorum 
shall be four. 

(The amendment w’as negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now I aball put the substantive motion to vote. 



990 


DATES FOR AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. [29th May, 


The question before the House is that the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill, 1944, an pasRed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

(The inoti(m was agreed to.; 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I understand that (government propose to fix the 
12th of June as the date for consideration of the Bill,, clause by clause. So 
all aiiiendinents that are sent to the ofhc^e hy 11 o’clock on the 5th of June, 
will be ill oriler. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can you not make it 7th, SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why, that will be more than 7 days. Consider,' 
Mr. Das, for how many days this Bill has been before this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The oHice will reijiiire sufficient time to con.solidate 
those umendmciils ;ind to (‘irciilate them 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (U ivernment has given time till the 12th 
June ami it is tor consideration whetlier this sjiace ol time should be divided 
up belueen llie members of this House and tlie office — I think, Sir, 5 days 
W'ould be siitficient loi the office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, that cannot be done, because then* are two 
holidays iiitiu vening. 

Mr. HUMAYUN ^KABIR • Then* is one difficult\, Sir. oth is a Monday 
and many members will be returning froim week-end on that ila} ; therefore 
Tuesday, the (ith would be a more suitable day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, bonourab le members must be very 
anxious to put in amendments ami they are «lrea<l\ con.sideiing them, no 
doubt. In this view the week-end is no obstacle. 

Well, this conclude.s the business cn the agenda. Now it may lie 
remembered 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: ('an you not change the time Irom 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Sir, on the same day. because 11 o’clock is too (‘arly P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, there is no objection to that, if i( suits \our 
convenience. 

Dates for putting in amenitanents to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The House will remember that a point was raised as 
regards the time for pitting in notices of amendments to the substantive 
motion that the Bill be taken into con>ideratioii and also on the clauses of 
the Bill, and tlie Chair wa^ asked to give a ruling on the int**rpretation of 
the Buies of Procedure in tliis respect. There is also an iinpre.s.sion that it 
hud been the invariable jiructice in the past tliat only after the motion that 
the Bill be taken into cmisideration had been ac<*epted, uAlices of amend- 
ments to the clauses of the Bill were put in. I w*eut into the wTiole question 
very carefully and 1 find that the impression w*a.s not correct. The procedure 
regarding the consideration of a motion falls into two .stages. The member 
has at first to move the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration. 
The period of notice for such a motion is 21 days in the case of Bills intro- 
duced in this House and not referred to a Select Committee; 15 days in the 
case of a Bill introduced in this House and referred to a Select Committee, 
and 10 days in the case of a Bill coming from the Aseemhiy^ Power is, 
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howerer, reserved to the Chair in all these cases to allow such a motion to 
be moved at shorter notice. If the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration is carried, the Bill is nctuallv taken into consideration. For 
this no period of notice is prescribed. This will >)e clear from the language 
of rule 06 and rule 80 which indicated that the actual consideration may be 
taken up at any time aftt*r the motion that the Udl be taken into considera- 
tion is carried. As regards the amendment. s to the clauses of a Bill, the 
position appears to he this: Notice of such ameiuhnents must reach the 
oftice at least 10 days in tlie case of a Bill introthn ed in this Council and 
at least 7 days in the ea^e of a Bill coming from the Assenihly, before the 
first day on which the Bill is actually taken into con.suleratuui . No power 
i.s rt'served to the Chair to redue«‘ this oeriod of notice t'xcept that on an 
oral rettU(‘st made by a meiiiher at a meeting of the (^ouncil. the Chair may 
admit an amendment at shorter notice than that mentioned above. 

But the question to which such short-notice amendment relates cannot 
be taken into considei ation on the <l.i\ cm which the amendment is thus 
admitted unless the ( hair directs otherwise 

There apjiears to ho an impression that notice of amcMidment to tht' clauses 
of a Bill .should he gl^en alter the motion iliat the Bill he taken into consi- 
deration is carried. There does ih* 1. however, aiqiear to he anything in the 
ruli's to jiistiiy this assumption. The iuisi’on<M*pt ion appears to have been 
cn‘ate<l li> the cxi'icssiou “agreed to'’ in riilt* tl’J and tht‘ word “earrH^l” in 
rule 80. But it will he .seen that rule 0‘J merely provides that alter a motion 
tlint a Bill he taton into lauisid.io at iiui is agreeil to, any memher may 
“projiose”-- that is to .sa\ , move an amendment to tlu‘ Bill. Hule SO again 
])rovi<I(‘s that alter a motion that a Bill he taken int») (.‘onsiilerat ion is eairied, 
the Bill shall he taken into consiiieration. I should add here that for ]»urposeH 
ot c-onvenience (lie Chair has sometimes fixed dates for amemlineiitK to the 
motion that the Bill he taken into consideration and also date's for amend- 
ments to the clauses. 1 have hael all the Hills which have jiasse'd into law 
•.ince ihe incejOion of ihc Council examined, and llo* analysi.s furnisheH the 
Icdlow ing inlormation : — 

The total number of Acts passed since i9d7 were 72. 

Cases in which dates for amendments to the motion that the Bill he taken 
into consideration and anu‘ii<lmeiith to clauses w’ere both fixed simultaneously 
on the same day wr’ere 18. 

Cases in which dates for amendment.s to the motion that the Bill be taken 
into consideration and amendments to the clauses were fixed on different 
days were 4. 

Cases in which dates for amendments to the motion that the Bill be taken 
into consideration and amendments to the clauses were fixed by circular 
were 10. 

Cases in which dates for amendments to the motion that the Bill be taken 
into consideration only were fixed and no dates were fixed for araendinents 
to the clauses were 3. 

- Cases in which dates for amendments to the clauses of the Bill only were 
fixed and no dates for amendments to the motion that the Bill 1>« ‘ake" 
into consideration were fix«d were 5. 
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Ca«68 in which no dates were fixed either for amendments to the motion 
that the Bill be taken into consideration or for amendments to the clauses 
were 32. 

It will be seen that only in 4 cases, dates of the two kinds of amendments 
were fixed on different dates; whereas in 18 cases which included important 
Bills like the Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940, Bengal Co-operative 
Societies Bill, 1940, Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1941, and Bengal 
Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, the dates were fixetl simultaneously. The 
practice has not been uniform. I may add that a circular issued on tne 
29th February^ 1940, to all the members informing them that the matter 
was left entirely to them. 

As I have already stated there appears to be no doubt that amendments 
must reach the office at least 10 or 7 <lays as the case may be before the first 
day on which the Bill is actually taken into consideration. In fixing this 
date Government must, therefore, give the members sulficient time to enable 
them to send their amendments so as to reach office witliin the ])rescribed 
period of 10 or 7 days. 

The Council stands adjourned fill l-dO p.m. on Monday, the 12th June 

next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till J-»tO p.m. on TJth June, 1944. 

Members Absent. 

Tlio following meinb(‘rs were absent from the meeting held on the 29th 
May, 1944;— 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nassiruddin Ahiua<l. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(0) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Kai Bahadur K, C. Banerjee. 

(b) Mr. Humnyun Hezu C’howdhury. 

(0) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Datta. 

(8) Mr. M. K. Jaipuria. 

(9) Muulana Molul, Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(11) Mr, N. N. Molialanabish. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(13) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(15) Dr. K, S. Ray. 

(16) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(18) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944— No« 45. 


Thk Council met in the ChainWr of the LegialatiTe 

Building, Calrutta, on Monday, the 12th June, 1944, at 1-t1() p.m., being 
the forty-fifth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to 8t»rtian 62(2)(o) 
of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pr.\sad Singh Hoy, ,k.c.i.e.) wma 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Rofaranoo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is (he nu4uncholy duty of the 
Chair to announce the death of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan who 
was a member of tliis House from 1937 to H143. The Khan Bahadur was 
a member of the Hungpur Bar for over 40 years. He was olo.sely asso- 
ciated with the local self-governing instit^Pious in his district and was 
elected Vice-Chairman of the District Board ()f Hangpur. The Khan 
Bahadur rt'presciited in tliis Hoii.s(» the Hangpur Mtihammadan Rural consti- 
tuency £Vid was a man of sound and sober views. Ht* always impressed 
those who earne in contu('l with him by his gtujtlemanly anil dignified 
bearing. 1 napu'si you, gentlemen, to rise in your seats as a mark of 
respect to the deceased. 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. I take it that it is the desire of the House that 
the Chair should convey the sense of condolence of this House to the 
meml>er8 of the bereaved family. 

(Honourable members: Yes, Sir.) 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Exfiort of rice from Dirbhum and Midnaporo. 

176. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies IJeimrtment be pleased to state — 

X (a) if rice has been exjKirted from the following places to places outside 
the district — 

(i) Dubrajpur, East Indian Railway, district Birbhum, 

(tt) Bolpur, East Indian Railway, district Birbhum, 

(in) Sainthia, East Indian Railway, district Birbhum, 

{iv) Nalhati, East Indian Railway, district Birbhum, and 
(t?) Ghatal (in boats), district Midnapore; 

(6) if so, if such export was effected at the instance of the Government 
of Bengal or Government of India; and 
(c) if it is in the contemplation of the Government to stop immediately 
oil export of rice or paddy from distrirta where there i« .deficit; 
if not, why not? 
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MINISTER in oliari» of tlio CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 
(tllO Hon’blo Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : The position on the 13th September, 
1943, was as below — 

(а) Yes. 

(б) No, the exports in question were normal trade movements. 

(c) Exjiorts to places outside Bengal have been prohibited by the Govern- 
ment of India as well as by the Government of Bengal. Government do not 
at present contemplate prohibiting exports of rice and imddy from districts 
where thfere is a deficit. In their opinion, it will be inadvisable to interfere 
with trade movements until such a (*ourse becomes absolutely inevitable. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to statt' when this question was received in his office? 

The Han’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A tew days before the Kith 
of September, 1948. 


Security prisoners. 

177. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the total number of security prisoners now in the custody of the 

Government detained under the different sections of the Defence 
of India Ayi and Rules made thereunder; 

(б) the total luimlwr of such prisoners released by the present Ministry 

since it assumed office; and 

(r) the total number of security prisoners taken into custody under the 
openition of the said Act and Rules, made thereunder since the 
assumption of office by the present Ministry? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazirmiddin): (a) (i) Political security prisorier8~l,275 and 
(«) Criminal security prisoners — 2,616. 

(b) (i) Political security prisoners — 528 and (u) Criminal eecurity 
prisoners — figures not readily available. 

(c) (t) Political security prisoners — 151 and (ii) Criminal security 
prisoners — figures not readily available. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon^ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether these figures refer to the present or some previous dates and 
if so to what period of time? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (I ask for notice— may I 
correct the answer?) I think it is about the end of April. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state wdiether there have been any relea.ses since the end of April? 

The HoiPblO Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think there has been some 
%o far as the criminal security prisoners are concerned. 
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. - Jf*** OASs Will the Hoii'ble Minister in 

OAarge of the Home Department be pleased to state 

(a) how many of tbe security prisoners taken under the Defence of India 

Act and Rules, have so far been released by the Government since 

the present Ministry took its office; 

(b) how many of the security prisoners referred to in part (a) are still 

in jail or in detention; 

(c) whether he promised to set up a tribunal to ^ through the cases 

of the security prisoners; 

(d) if so, when that promise was made and if such a tribunal has been 

set up; and 

(«) if not, why that promise has not Iwen implemented yeiP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 5:i3. 

(h) Criminal security prisoners — 2,507 on 14th May, 1944, and ordinary 
security prisoners — 1,277 on 14th May, 1944. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (V) I)(^ not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRa' DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether it was not intended that the cases of these security pri- 
soners should he scriitinised by a Special Tribunal P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T am not aware of it. As far 

as I kno^^ . there was no suggestion of any judges being deput 4 Ml for that 
purpose. Hut Government on its own decided to have the (uses of these 
men examined by a retired District and SSessions Judge who has gone into 
their cases and submitted a report. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* fs it a fact that as a result of that 
report the release of the political prisoners is so slow? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am referring to the security 
prisoners and not to political prisoners. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Regarding political prisoners^— were not 
charges placed before them? 

The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: According to the revised 
rules framed under the Defence of India Act, Special Ordinance, we are 
taking action. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does this mean that charges have been 
placed before them for answering them? 

The Hon’hie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether on the charges being placed before them they replied to 
those charges? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask ff»r rH»ti(;(‘. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if all the politic.al security prisoners have been informed of the charges 
for which they have been apprehended? 
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The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZtMUD0INi I do not accept tke won 
‘*chargefi”. All I want to convey ia that according to law action is bein| 
taken and I would refer the honourable members to the provisions in tlu 
new Ordinance in this connection. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In accordance with the provisions under thf 
new Ordinance have the charges against these political security prisoner! 
been conveyed to them? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I said, action is being 
taken as contemplated in that Ordinance. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the action being taken in all the casea 
of political security prisoners up till now? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yea. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: How many of the political security prisoners 
have, as a result of such information being given to them, replied to those 
charges or accusations or in whatever other term the Hon’ hie Miniver 
might choose to call them? 

The HOfi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. As this 
question does not direidly arise out of this question, naturally I was not 
prepared to reply to this question. 

Mr. LAMT CHANDRA DAS: Since when the charges are being made 
known to them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Since the new Ordinance 
came into force. 

Release of persons detained under Defence of India Rules. 

179. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a') if the (Tovernment are considering the question of releasing the 
persons detained under the Defence of India Rules; and 
(h) if the (loveinmeiit are also considering the question of any policy 
of relt‘asing those detenus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No ; but a general review of 
all their eases is constantly l»eing made in consultation with Government*fl 
Security Advisers and persons whose continued detention is considered no 
longer necessary are being released. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to explain what is meant by Security Advisers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Persons who advise Govern- 
ment on questions of security prisoners. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: It is naturally a .paraphrase of the 
expression used. So, will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is meant 
by Security Advisers? How is that body constituted? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very likely the Director of 
Civil Supplies, Bengal, and the Home Department. 

^ Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Have the Government actually set up any 
body called the Security Advisers? 
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rh% Hoifbla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs No. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUICHERJEEs Sir, the Hon ble Miniater 

has not separately answered part (6) of 179. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU COIN: I would refer the honourable 
member to *the last line of the reply. ' 

Arreet of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai, M.L.A. 

ISO. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the llon’blo Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state whether ho is aware that 
Mr. Iswar (^handra Mai, m.l.a., was arrested in August, 1942? 

(6) Was he arrested as a result of any activity on his part or out of more 
apprehension on the part, of the Government ? 

(c) Was his arrest followed by any demonstration or other oj)eu outburst? 

(d) Are the Government aware that Mr, Mai has always been a confirmed 
believer in non-violence? 

(e) Is it a fact that his arrest remove<l from Midnapore one of the strongest 
supporters of the non-violent political activity? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the presence of Mr. Mai would be 'a 
powerful influence in the organisation of relief in the affected areas of 
Midnapore? 

(g) Are the Government prepared to release him unconditionally? 

Th« Hoffi’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) He was arrested as a result of his activities in furthenince of the mast 
movement. 

(c) to (e) and (g) No. 

(/) That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state under what rules or Act Mr. Iswar Mai was arrested? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Was Mr, Mai arrested as a result of con- 
viction in any court? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not as far as I am aware 
and here I am speaking from memory. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Has the Hon’hle Minister any evidence that 
Mr. Mai had any direct activities in furtherance of the mass movement as 
described in answer (6)? 

The HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Mai was arrested during 
the regime of the previous Ministry and I assume that the arrest was 
made because they had definite information that Mr. Mai was involved in 
those activities. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister please enquire 
whether there w^as any evidence about his activities in furtherance of any 
alleged movement? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Bir NAZIMUDDIN: It should be assumed that 
Government will not arreet and certainly will not detain any person if they 
were not sure that there were grounds for keeping him there. 
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iir* Him AY UN KABIRs Arisingf out of (d) and (e), is tlie Govern* 
ment answer based on the result of an inquiry or is it merely an opinion cm 
the part of the Government? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think that in this 
Tespect I would like to amend that answer and say that we are not in a 
position to state what a man definitely means or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of any activities 
of Mr. Mai during his lonj? political career which can be sug^gested as contrary 
to the principle of non-violence? 

Tha HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a purely debatable 
point, but all I can say is that there was reason and justification for hit 
arrest. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minisu» 
aware that representations were made from the people of Contai to the 
effect that Mr. Mai should be released, so that he might he able to take 
part in the relief organisations and save thereby the lives of many people 
of Contai subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so, but on the 

ground of public security it was not advisable to release him. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this representation on behalf of the people of 
Contai was made in 1942 or thereafter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: During the regime of the 
jireviou.s Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the ITon’ble Minister in a 
position to say wliat action, if any, was taken and what order was passed 
by that Government in re.spect of that representation? 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It should be obvious to the 
honourable members that the petition was rejected, as he is still under 
deten tion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether thovse representations were made after the outbreak of 
famine in 194d? 

The HonMMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think representations 
were made at th^ time of the cyclone ftnd since then there have been further 
representations. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the decision of his Government with regard to the represen- 
tation regarding the relea.se of Mr. Mai? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated that 
Mr. Mai is being detained on^grounds of security, and we are still of the 
opinion that it is not advisable on the ground of public security to release 
him. 
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1B1. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOARs (a) Will tht' Ilon’blo Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if he is aware — 

(i) that Mr. Naniyan Chandra llhattarharjee, who is on military 
service on leave, w'as kuocke<l down by the military lorry No. d46 
on the 24th April, 1944, between 12 and 1 p.m. near Tollygunge; 

(u) that after having been knocked down the lurry in question ran away 

without taking the wounded to the nearc'st hospital; 

(in) that a member of the military police who chanced to pass that w'ay 
took him b) the Sambhuiiath I’amiit Hospital for first aid and 
thence to the Ali|^>re Military Hospital; 

(tv) that cases of accidents liy military lorries have l>ecome very frequent; 
and 

(v) that the military lorries generally fail to carry the wourubnl to the 

nearest hospital after m'cidenls due to their contributory negli- 
gence or careless and rash driving!^ 

(h) If the answer to above l>o in the afiirmative, what steps, if any. do 
the GoVeriiinent iwopose b) take to stop nM urreuce of accidents of this lutture 
in Calcutta anil its suburbs hy ctm trolling rash and negligent driving y 

(c) Do the Government consider the advisability of making a sifting 
enquiry into the matter in co-operation with the military authorities con- 
cerned witliout further loss of time? 

The Hon'bfe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (n) (i) Yes; the number of 
the military lorry is not yet k?»own. 

('//) I have no information on the ])oint. 

{lii) and {tr) Yes. 

(r) Siudi cases have occiirred. 

(h) and (c^ Tlie neeil for tightening up control over military vehicles 
has Wen brought to the notice of the military authorities and they have 
done a great deal to improve matters. The numWr of military traffic jKdice 
has been suWtantially increased and military |>oliee jxitrols are now o]H'rnt- 
ing regularly in the ('Jalcutia area. There has been a marked improvement 
owing to the insistence of the military’ authorities on the »‘ontrol over the 
traffic of military vehicles. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is still a fact that at night military trucks and 
lorries are running without masks over the headlights? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. As far as that question is 
concerned, a certain number of vehicles do so perhaps Wrause it is un- 
avoidable w’hen they are outside the Calcutta area where mask is not 
compulsory and especially on the mufassil roads w’hen it is necessary that 
the headlights should be without mask.s ; and as they come into Calcutta 
area it is not possible to put on the mask.s immediately. So there is that 
difficulty, and that i.s why you see some of the military vehicles without 
masks in the Calcutta area. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that the 
number of military vehicles without masks is far greater than the numf>«r 
of military vehicles with masks in the street area? 
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The Hon'Ma Khwela tir NAZIMUDDIN: I beliere that may be ao* 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWOHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please assure the House that necessary ref^resentations will be made to the 
military authorities and also to the police that masks be put on the head- 
ligfhts of military lorries that are being extensively used in the streets of 
Calcutta ? 

The Hott’bifl Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As J have already pointed 
out, Sir, it is very difficult for motor vehicles which may have to go out of 
Calcutta at short notice or may be coming to Calcutta and being used both 
inside Calcutta and outside Calcutta, to ha\*e masks on their headlights. 
I myself found it difficult to do so when once I had occasion to go to 
Hooghly and Chinsura and came back at night. And while I wanted that 
there should be a mask put on the headlight it was not possible to do so. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does not the Hon’ble Minister 
ionsider it important that from the point of view of the safety of the pedes- 
trians or the users of the roads at night, some ste])s should be taken even by 
the military authorities ip respect of military lorries which come on the 
jtreets of f’alcutta at least for the first time during the night, to have neces- 
jary arrangements for putting on masks on headlights in the streets of 
Daleuuta which are in darkness during the night? 

Tho Hon^blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We have made representa- 
ions to the military and they are trying their best to help’ and co-operate with 
IS as far as possible. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
hat in spite of military police being posted at some points, the road rules 
ire being very often violated by military lony drivers in the sense that 
►hey do not know on which side to drive? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think these complaints 
lave become things of the past: at present there is a marked improvementi 
md there is very little violation of the traffic rules. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the ITon’hle Minister please take steps 
10 that military lorries without any mask should move at a strictly enforced 
ipeed limit of ten or five miles per hour, that is U) say, at a c<msiderably 
,ower limit than cars which have got masks? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will take a note of the 
juggestion of the honourable member; but I doubt very much if they are a 
jraetieable j)ro position. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Honlde Minister aware 
tliat just at the corner of this House there are military lorries which pass 
round this building ami rush down this lane at such excessive speed that it 
jften endangers the safety of the people who cross it, to enter the building 
—I mean members of this IjegislatureP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware. 

Mr, BANKfM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
Donsider the desirability of issuing instructions and notices to the Calcutta 
police that it should remove cases of accident caused by these military lorries 
to the hospitals immediately? 
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Ttm Hon’M Khwaja Sir NAZlitUDDIH: Well, Sir, that is already 
being done. 

litfian of Mrs. Leola Roy. 

182. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR$ {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister iu charge 
of the Home Department l>e pleased to state if he is aware that Mrs. Leela 
Roy, a security prisoner in Dinajpur, is seriously ill t 

(b) Will he please state the nature of her illness? 

(c) Is it a fart that her ‘immediate transfer to a Calcutta hospital haa 
been recommended by the jail authorities of lliiuijpur? 

(d) What steps have the Government taken for her treatment? 

(e) Will the Government {>ermit her husbaiid Mr. Anil Hoy, a security 
prisoner at Dum Dum, to be with her in view of her serious illness? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (c) Yes 

(b) Her case has been diagnosed as a fibriod of the uterus. 

(d) Dr. M. N. Sarkar, a specialist now attached to the Eden Hospital, 
was sent to Dinajpur to examine Mrs. Hoy and prescriW treatment. As soon 
as she was fit to undertake the journey, she was transferred to Calcutta 
and is now in the Eden Hospital under the treatment of Dr. Sarkar. An 
operation w*as j>erf(>rmed on the 29th May, 1944. 

(e) Arrangements have l)een made to enable Mr. Anil Hoy to visit hif* 
wife in hospital for one hour every day for 7 days. 

* Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what is her present state of health? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Disturbances at Dacca. 

1S3. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(rt) if he is aware that disturbance of the nature of local riots took place 
at Dacca on tlie 14th May, 1944; 

(h) if so, what are the causes of such disturbance; 

(c) what steps have been taken by ^be Government to prevent 

recurrence of riots at Dacca; and 

(d) if the Government propose to give effect to the recommendations of 

the Larkin Report in this connection? 

The Hcn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) There was no general 
rioting. The trouble which began on the 14th May is now confined to casea 
of stray stabbing and assault. 

In answering part (<i) of this question the Hon^de Minister added the 
following at the end : This was the state of affairs when the an.swer waa 
drafted, hut by the grace of God for a number of days there has been no 
incident and restrictions are being gradually relaxed. 

(h) It would not be in the public interest to make a statement on this 
point at present. 

(c) The Defence Scheme ha.s been brought into operation. Extra police 
have been drafted into the town. Collective fines have, been imposed in the 
aifeeted areas. 



1002 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [12™ Juitb, 

(d) The reoommendatioDS of the McNair Committee are being imple> 
men ted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state why^ the recommendations of the Larkin Report, as suggested in the 
question, were not adopted and what are the differences between the Larkin 
Report and the McNair Committee Report? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
answer the first half of my supplementary question regarding Larkin 
Report ? 

The Hen’hie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not know what he 
is referring to about Larkin Report. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased lo 
state what are the recommendations of the McNair Committee? 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. il. W. R. STEVEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if any fines have been collected? It so, how much? 

The ^on’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Here again I ask for notice. 
I do not know whether any fines have been collected. But certain fines have 
been iin])()sed and T think the total amount will come to something al)out 
Rs. 80,000. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will Hon’blc Minister 
be pleased to state if the McNair Committee’s recommendations and those 
of Larkin Report have been published? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware the 
recommendations of the McNair (Vunmittee have been published. But I do 
not know what the honourable members mean by the T..arkin Report. We 
are not dealing with the Secondary Education Bill, Sir. 

Mr. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many persons have been killed in the riots? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether there was such a thing as the liarkin Report with 
regard td disturbances in Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whenever there is a riot the 
Commissioner of the Division concerned sends a report. If the honourable 
members mean that report, T do not know. But at present no report about 
what action will be taken in cUvSe of a riot has Wen received from Mr. Tjarkin. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; May I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister whether he knows of any report of Mr. Larkin, Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, I am not aware of it. 

Mr. HAMIDUt HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I ask Mr. Haridas 

Masumdar to enlighten us about what he means by Larkin Report? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Massumdar, are you prepared to answer tbiaf 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Ig it adiuiiwible to ask rross «iuostious like 
.this? I submit, Sir, if you permit sueb cross questions we shall also put 
such questions to other members. But will it be reffular? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. it will be regular. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDARt Will tha llon'blo Minister l>e pleased 
to state if he is aware of any recommendations made by the Ooiniuissionor of 
the Dacca Division, Mr. T.<arkin. in connection with the riots that took 
place in 1940-41? 

Tha Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 1 do not 
know what recommendations Mr. Larkin made in 194<)“41. 


Centres for the Apprenticeship Admission Exam«nstion. 

184. Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the liou'ble Minister 
in charge of the (Commerce, Labour and Industries IX^jmrlment l>e pleased to 
state w'hether an examination known as the A j>j)reuticeHhip Admission 
Examination is held by the Board of A|>pri‘nticf'shij> Traininf^, under the 
Industries Dej^irtinent ami that the Prinripal, (/alcuttu Technical School, 
is the Seiiretarv to the said Board? 

(h) If so, when ami at what places is the said examination held? 

(r) Is it a fac't that aceordin;jr to rule 2 of the printed rules the said 

examination is held in ('alcntta and at sufdi centres as nia^ 1 m' fixed from 
time to time by the Board and that KaliiiMwin Kharajjrpur, Asansol and 
Pahartali are ^renerallx other centres for the examination? 

(fl) Is it a fact that whenever candidatiw were forthcoininp the oxami- 

nati.in wus held at AsauMol at (l.c St. Vincent Sclna.l for the KuroiK>nn and 

the An^do-Tmlian Isiys? 

(f) Will the Tlon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state for bow many year* 
the examination was held at the Asansol centre and when was it last held 

What arrangements have been made by the Board for !ioldin,ir the 
examination at Asansol now that the St. Vincent School, where the exami- 
nation nsed to 1)0 held, is not funetioninp there? 

{,;) Is it a fart that some six Indian students “W'"'''. 
sion to sit for the said examination to be held in the midd e o i a. , . , 

in disregard of the pHn.ed rules the Secretary to the 
Board declined to arranfre for their examination at the -^"ansol cen^ P 
the answer is in the affirmative, why was this permission refused Was the 
matter placed before the Board? If so. when? Will the Hon hie Mimsier 
be pleased to lav on the Table, a copy of the resolution or minutes of the 

Will'*the'-nl^n’>de Minister he pleased to state why and when the 

fs itT"faH That 'Asansol is proposed to he a centre for the_ examination 
for the Anprlo-Tndian and European candidates only, and that Indian candi- 
date« are to be denied the privilej^e and compelled to come down to a 

to appear at the examination? ' ^ Matricn- 

(i) Are the Government aware that Asansol is a centre > 
lation Examination of the University of Calcutta os also to 
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(Science Side) Examination held by the Education Department, Bengal? 
If BO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why arrangements for 
holding the Apprentioeehip Admission Examination cannot be made at 
Asansol ? 

(l) Did the Secretary request the authorities of any of three recognised 
high schools at Asansol to lend accommodation for the said examination? 
If so, with what lesult? If not, why not? 

(m) Did the Secretary request the Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Divi- 
sion, or the local civil authorities to lend one responsible officer for conduct- 
ing the examination at the Asansol centre? If so, with what result? If 
not, why not? 

(n) Arc the Government aware of the grave risk and the serious hardship 
caused to mufassal candidates, on account of the prevalence of epidemics and 
the difficulty of securing accommodation in' Calcutta now-a-days? 

(o) Will the Government l>e pleased to issue immediate instructions to 
the Secretary, Board of Apprentic^hip Training, to have these candidates 
examined at Asansol ? 

MINISTER in Charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR*and INDU8- 
IRIES DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Shahabuddin): (a) Yes. 
M[r. E. J. Hogben, Principal, Calcutta Technical School, is the present 
Secretary of the Board in his personal capacity. 

(h) The examination is held twice annually, usually in the months of May 
ind December and is generally held in Calcutta but other centres such as 
KalimfKmg, Kharagpur, Asansol and Pahartali are oi)ened from time to time 
inder special circumstances at the discretion of the Board. 

(r) and (n) Yes. 

(d) The examination was held in Asansol only on two previous occasions 
md the centre was open to all candidates irresj>ective of race, creed and 
sommunity. 

(e) For two years. The last examination was held in December, 1941. 

(/) None at present. A venue other than the Rt. Vincent School can be 

^xed if and when the Board decide to hold the examination at Asansol. 

(//) Yes; but the applications were received too late for making necessary 
arrangements. 

(Tj) Does not arise, in view of reply to part (.< 7 ) of the question. 

(i) Does not arise, as placets other than Calcutta are not regular centr68 
inder the rules. 

0) No. 

(k) Yes. As the Board have no staff for carrying on the examination 
rork outside Calcutta, new centres are not generally opened unless special 
urcumstances justify it. 

(l) and (m) No. As it was not proposed to hold the examination there 
his year, any such reference was not necessary. 

(o) This is not practicable at present but I am prepared to consider this 
before the next examination is held in December next, if necessary. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Arising out of (//), will the 
lon’ble Minister please state when were these applications received? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 
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Rai Sahib 40CENDRA NATH ROYt What was the actual date of 
examination ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In May. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY: I want the specific date. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In the second week of May. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH ROY: I want definite date. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As for actual date and hour, 1 want notice. 

Nofi-provisioii of medical assistance at Laksam and Barkanta. 

1S5. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the llon’ble Miuiator in 
charge of the Tublic Uealth and l«ocal Self-tlovernmeui Detxiriiaoiit be 
pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware of the fact that no )>rovisious for 

medical assistance have been made at Laksam (Paschimgaon) 
and Barkanta (Ohandina) where .siil>ordinate civil and criminal 
courts have been shifted from (’omilla; 

(b) if the Government are aware that there is an outbreak of diseases^ 

like cholera, small-pox, dysentery, malignant malaria in those 
places, affecting seriously the health of the jH*ople of those places; 
and 

(c) if the (Toveniinent pro|xise to make suitahle provisions for medical 

relief in those places without any further delay V 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (n) Medical 
assistance has b<*cn provided at hotli places. An Assi.stant Surgeon was 
appointed for each place in February, 1944. Prior to this a Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon was appointed at Lhandina ; construction of necessary hospital 
buildings were completed in Novernber-Deceinber, 194‘i. A Hl-bed hospital 
is now functioning at each place, in addition to famine relief medical measurea. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Suitable jjto vision has been made already. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister or rather 
the Parliamentary Secretary please state whether Government has taken 
any step preventive or curative to meet the situation arising out of the recent 
outbreak of malignant malaria in those areas 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Hospitals have been established and also famine 
relief centres have been opened and they are capable of preventing these 
diseases. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: It would be quite apparent that hospi- 
tals can never provide for the epidemic ontbreak of malignant malaria. My 
question is : whether Government has taken any step either preventive or 
curative to stop the menace of the outbreak of malignant malaria F 

Mr. SIREN ROY! Yes, quinine is being supplied and injections are also 
being supplied. 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTAs To whom the quinine is being supplied 
— to the hospitals or to the people affected F 

Mr. BIREN ROY • To the hospitals and to the Extra Assistant Surgeons 
appointed who are working in those areas. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OATTA: Is the quinine supplied sufficient to 
meet the outbreak of malignant malaria in the two subdivisions? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is a matter of opinion. 

Deaths due to malaria in Bengal. 

166. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of deaths due to malaria in the different districts 

of Hengal, during the months of October, November and ilecem- 
ber, 1943; 

(b) what are the sources of information utilised by the Government in 

collecting these figures; 

(c) what arrangements have been made by the Government to ascertain 

llio correct census of the wide prevalence of this disease; and 

{d) if he is aware that in the Sadar subdivision of tbe Mymensingh 
district the distribution of quinine has been this yetir less than 
nominal; if so, why? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of the 
Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Tlu^ honourable 
member may he referred to stattunent placed in the Library in reply to 
clause {d) of question No. 1>3 ot the tMirrent ‘<e>^ion. 

(b) Village chaukidars, presidents of union boards, sanitary inspectors, 
Subdivisional Officers, District Health Officers and the Director of Public 
Health in districts. In municiiwdities, the local registrars oL births and 
deaths and the District Health Officer and the Director of Public Health. 

(c) It is impossible to '^ascertain the correct census” of this disease in 
existing circumstances. Malaria cases treated in hospitals and dispen.sarie.s 
form the Imsis of the information available to Government regarding the 
prevalence of the disease. 

(d) No; 1,286 Ihs. of quinine and 229 lbs. of cinchona were distributed in 
the Sadar suMivision of Mymensingh district from November, 1943, to date. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Is the supply more 
or less than it was last year? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is more th&n last year. 

Point of Information. 

KhWl BahoAir ABOUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Sir, may I rise on a 
point of information? The question regarding the- supply of copies of the 
Givil List to the members of tbe Legislature had been referred to the 
Committee of Privileges, and that Committee made its recommendations 
^urging the Government for revival of the privilege hitherto enjoyed by the 
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members. We do not know if any action has been taken by the Government 
on that recommendation. Now, may we enquire through you. Sir, whether 
^he Hon’ble the Leader of the House or any t>f the Hon'ble Ministers present 
to-day will enlighten the House as tq what action, if any, has betm taken in 
the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Will the Hon’ble Leader of the House enlighten 
the House on the point ? 

The Hon’ble Khen Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl 

The Government have taken note of the decision of the Privilege Committee, 
and they will try to accede to the request of the Privilege Commit tee, as far 
as possible. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a matter of privilege of the House, Sir. 
We find from the list of outstanding questions which has been circulated 
that the Civil Supplies Department have got as many as 7v questions out- 
standing. Jf the Hon’ble Minister replies at the rate of one question per 
week, then this House will not certainly thank him for such a performance. 
As regards the Home Department, there are about questions outstanding. 

J hope, Sir, that >ou will kindly look into the mutter and see that the 
answers, es]u*ciHlly tl»os<* relating to qiiestion.s about the Civil Supplies 
Dej)artni{*iit arc expediij'd ; tor. with regard to this department, the (pn^stions 
are in(»stl\ of an extremely topical nature and if tlH‘v are not answered in 
time, it olten liaiqums that the whole ]n>inl oi tlie (jm*stion is lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I admit the force of the 
argument of the lionourable member and it is not for me to say that the 
fact that tiiere are so many (|uestion.s jiending in my name is to my credit. 
At the same time, Sir, I must say that I have been very much hard pressed 
for time. Mortniver, most ot the questions have, as a matter of fact, been 
already answered in the last session in connection with the various debater 
on the Food situation that took place from time to time. This session, 
fortunately, [there have not been so many flcl)at<‘s and, conseciuently, if I 
may saj so, most of these questions have probably be(‘ome out of date and 
members must have lost interest in them. (Mr. IIumayun Kaiiik : No, no. 
They are still interested in them.) In thi.s vi(‘w, .Sir, I have tried to collect 
some questions which 1 believe are wholly out of date, and I do not know 
how to proceed with them. I believe there are about 10 questions which 
I have collected in tin’s way. I can answer tfiein if honnruhle members 
are not prepared to withdraw them a.s they have beconu; wholly out of date 
and members have lost all intere.st in them and will only mean expenditure 
of paper, ink and printing, and may also tire tin* House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I would only draw attention to two 
points : one is that in many cases it will be found that the questions are of a 
similar nature and very often different members have put questions almost 
on the same topic and therefore the figure 72 outstioiding questions is not 
as forbidding as it seems, if the Department really takes uf) the questiou* 
seriously. Then, with regard to the second point, the lion hie 
has just now stated that he has collected about 10 questions which • 
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coniiders to be ovi% of date, and if Government has failed to answer them) 
they simply condemn themselves by this statement. Therefore, it is not 
for honourable members to say which questions may be answered, but on 
the contrary it is for the Government to see to it how best they can avoid 
such lapses in future; the House will, at any rate, take this as a permanent 
evidence of the incapacity of Government to deal with them. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I am afraid the honourable 
member has not appreciated the first portion of my remark, namely, that 
all these questions have been answered in some form or other in the course 
of the debates held in this House or in another place 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I refer to a short-notice question 
of which 1 gave notice regarding the rise in prices at Dacca, which has 
become due fop-answer more than a month ago and yet the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Supplies has not cared to answer that question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a short-notice question, Mr. Das. Mas the 
Hon^ble Minister accepted it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I do not know if he has accepted the 
short notice, but even in the ordinary eourse it is time now that it should 
be answered. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I would like at this stage, 
if I may, to make a suggestion, because I want to meet the wishes of the 
honourable members. A short-notice question has to go through the Chair 
and if the Chair admits it, then it comes to me and then it is not always 
that they reach me in time. In view of this difficult}’, may I suggest that 
honourable members may kindly contact rie through the Secretary to the 
Legislative Council regarding any short-notice question that they want to 
be answered. I shall do my level best to answer short-notice questions as 
fluch, provided, of course, they are answerable in time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 'Sir, 1 think the HonMde Minister is 
making things very funny 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; He sends a short-notioe 
question and if he wishes to have a reply, he should contact the Minister 
through the Secretary 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have sent a short-notice question 
to the Department and why should I again contact the Secretary just to 
enable the Hon’ble Minister to give an answer? The whole thing is funny. 
As you know, Sir, you have actually admitted the question as a short-notioe 
question and given your consent 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I suggest that the 
honourable member does not realise the “very funny” situation. He does 
not realise that after the President has consented to short-notice, the 
Hon'ble Minister has got to accept it. Tnerefore, Sir, I was suggesting, 
as I wished to accommodate the honourable members, that, lest I should 
lose sight of the question, if the honourable member really desires to have 
an answer of his short-notice question, he may contact me through the 
Secretary. If he does not wish to do so and if be considers the situation 
Tery funny, he will have to take the risk of refusal of his short-notice 
•question. 
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LALIT CHAHORA OA8: But why should we contdot the Hon’ble 
Minister through Secretary in the case of a short-notice question? We put 
questions through the Council and in due course we expect answers from 
the Ministers concerned. We cannot, take upon ourselves the burden of 
contacting tlie Minister in oidri to remind him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May 1 repeat the suggestion 1 made the other day 
in this connection? Eviilently. a large number of questions are outstanding 
in the Department of the Ilon’hle Minister for Civil Supplies and some of 
them may have become out ot date I would request the Hon’ hie Minister 
to go through them and witli n'gard to tliose wliicli have become out ot date 
he should make suggestion to me ihat the livuiourahle member or members 
who have put those questions ma\ he requested to withdraw them. I am 
prepared to discuss the matter with the memhers who put the questions and 
if they are willing to do so, the question^ will ho withdrawn. I think this 
will reduce the number. Hut 1 sliouhl impress iqion the llon’ble Minister 
jthat his Departimmt should try to answt'r the ({uestions that are outstanding 
more quK'kly. Delay in reply to (jiiestions is one ot the reasons whv the 
number of short-notice questions are increasing. The nnunbers having 
failed to ri'ceive reply to ordinary questions, tr\ to gid answer by putting 
short-notice (|uestioiis in the hope that (loveriumoii Mill pay more attention 
to short-notice questions. That is really M'hat has happened. 1 would 
request the rion'ble Miuist€*r to look into the Mhoje matter more earefullv 
and try to expedite the ans’svers as far a.s possible. Kverybody knows and 
appreciates that he has a very lieavy departnuuit to run. Hut it is the 
privilege <d tlu‘ House (o receive replies to questions ]Mit hy the honourahle 
members. It is eertaiiil^ not, if 1 may say si), for the hoiiourahh* niembers 
to go and contact the Minist(‘rs personally for eliciting replies to short-notice 
questions. Short-notice questions are put through the Chair. I go through 
each and every one of them very carefully and unless 1 feel that a particular 
question sliould be admitted at short-nol lee, 1 do not admit it as such. 1 
never allow nieiiihers to overburden tin* department for nothing. So I 
suggest tliat the llonTde Minister slumld go through tlie questions and if he 
IS iiiipresst*<l of the urgiMc y <d' the (juestions, he should I'X [ualiti* uuHW(*rs. 
I think that will ‘.dve the jiroblem. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, there are certain 
questions put to the Hon’ble Minister regarding the formation of food com- 
mittee.s and complaints regarding the fonnation of tliese food committees 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you i»lease specify to which particular question 
you refer? There are more tlian one such question and your ob.servation 
refers to all of them generally. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, with regard to my question regarding 
hhog ration, the Hon’ble Minister promised to announce the decision today, 
if not earlier by a press covtvivnigue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 wanted to pass order on tlie 
file regarding hhog ration, but considering the sentiments and religious 
duties of the Hindus, I feel that the matter is of such importance that I shall 
take Cabinet decision on it. I think, therefore, that 1 will have to take a 
little bit of more time. 
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Mr. •HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTi: TThen is the decision 
expected ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 tbink by Thursday the deci> 
sion will be announced. [Mr. Humaycn Kabir : Sir, there is a Bengali 
proverb called ranga (red) Sukraher (Friday). The Hon’ble Minister has 
got a red Thursday.] After all. the deities are still being fed and none of 
them are starving. 

Statement on milk sftuation in Calcutta. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUOOIN HOSAINs 

Sir, in connection with the short-iiotire question of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 
I promised to make a »tatement regarding the milk situation in Calcutta. 
Sir, Government are aware of deficiency of milk supply in Calcutta. This 
is due to the fall in the imports of milch cattle from other provinces into 
Calcutta during the last two years and aNo to the very large increase in 
demand owing to tlie increase in the popuiaticjn of the city. This scarcity 
is however not peculiar to Calcutta alone as ov^iiig to the depletion of the 
cattle population there has been a fall in the milk production throughout 
the province while there has been increase in demand, (iovernmeut are 
prepared to recommend transport facilities to persons wishing to bring milch 
cattle to (Calcutta from otluT piovinces. hut an an ovi'rall shortatre 

of milch cattle in the province, it does not seem possible to relieve the situa- 
tion by bringing more milch cattle from tlie districts to (.'alcuttu. In any 
case the supply of milk has hitherto b(‘en ii. the haioK of private individuals 
and if any person asks for special facilities to produce more milk in Calcutta, 
his request will certainly be considered Coverniiu'nt ari* also considering 
a proposal for prohibiting the use of a milk for mm-es.sential purposes. 
I should like also to add that the milk question cannot be solved satisfactorily 
unless private individuals and farms stari <iairy farms in extensive scale. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have got a motion for adjournment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have also got two adjournment 
motions standing in my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There ure four a<lj' urument motious. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das ha.s given notice of two motions. 1 submit that it 
is not in order. I want to know whether a member can give notice of a 
number of adjournment motions and wait for his chance to pick up one of 
them. I submit again that that is not the rule. That is an irregular 
practice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That shows that neither is 
urgent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That would be considered according to the time of 
tbe notice. The earliest one was given on 5th June, 1944. Mr. Das, 1 
would like to know which one you want to move. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: First, I shall move the adjoummeat 
motion notice of which was given on 9th June, 1944. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT* Then I take it that you hare withdrawn your first 
motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: IVhy, SitF 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don't joti realist* that you cannot move more than 
one motion at a time? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: The other will remain ntandinff in my 
name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must make up \our mind which one you want to 
move. 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: Sir, 1 would like to have a direction from 
you on this question. It is a very relevant tiuestion nhich has heen raised. 
For it may sometimes happen that two or ilirce incident*! take place which 
are all of great importance, and it may be diflicult for a member to .decide 
whicli of these he is to move first by way of an uiiioiirnnient motion, becaune 
all of them require discussion on fbo floor of the House. I would (berefore 
request you to cousitler this cjuestion and let ns know what jiroeeilure should 
be followed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr K abir, 1 Iuim* ermsidcred tlmt question. It 
depends on the member. He is to decide liicli i.s most inijmrtant. He 
c.uiiiot keep another motion a.** a second stnng to hi.s bow. Now, Mr. Das, 
which one do you j)r()j»o*;e to move? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIlR. Sir, 1 have not linishcd my submission. Tho 
point on wliich 1 wanteii clarification is tluvi if a member gives notice of two 
motions both of whicli may be of importance - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, 1 am not prepared to discuss this question 
geiicruM\ today. Ta*t us first of all dispONC of these motions. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; All right, 8 r 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Mr. Halit Chandra Das has given 
notice of a motion for the adjournment of the business of the House wbicb 
runs as folIow.s : — 

‘‘That thi.« t’ouncil do adjourn its biisitiess to ili.scuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance and of n‘cenl occurrence, namely, the 
very serious situation w'hich has ari.sen in (Ihittagong }>y tlie sudden 
rise in the ]uice of rice this mouth, reaching the level of about 
rupees sixty per maund at present, causing great hardship and 
sufferings to the people, resulting from the failure of the Govern- 
ment to maintain supply and enforce its controlled prices." 

Now, first of all, this is merely an allegation, Mr. Das. What evidence 
have you to support your motion ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, thc^.e arc facts. I don’t think 3011 
are going to take evidence. All that I can state is that I have got facts 
in my possession. From these facts I have drawn up my ndjoumment 
motion. I undertake responsibilty for nil the facts’ stated therein, and I 
also undertake responsibility for the truth of the statement embodied in this 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But how do yon .ubHantiate tho». ftetaf 
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Mr« LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Sir, these facts are gathered from very 
responsible and reliable sources. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Apart from the assertion that these aiti facts, have 
you got any documentary evidence or anything of the kind? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No documentary evidence but oral. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then it is unsati.sfactory. Suppose when an incident 
takes place, it is eithi^r reported in the Pres.s or it is alleged in a document. 
Have you got anytliing of the kind in your possession? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 put a short-notice question abput 
the price of rice in several districts, and i sent to you a cutting from the 
paper. Upon that also I wanted to move an adjournment motion. But 
so far as the district of Chittagong is concerned, the situation has assumed 
an unprecedented seriousness since June 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you must appreciate the point, Mr. Das, that 
the business of the House cannot be suspended merely on the assertion of 
a particular fact. The fact should be .substantiated by reftuence to docu- 
mentary evidence. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; So far a.s thnl i.s concerned, hen a immiber 
asserts that ho has got infornialion from v(‘ry reliable persons, for instance, 
from Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta, llaji Badi Ahmad ('howdhury and st*veral 
other people of Cliittagong, who have definitely .said iljat as a matter of fact 
the situation in Chittagong is abnormal, so much so that tlie ])iice.s of rice 
have risen to about Ks. (it) per maund, and that the ja'ople are under very 
great hardsliij) ami .snfVenng— I tl)nik vhat you are to se(‘ is not to ijm^stion 
me about tliis -it is the inherent right of Im‘lnb(‘r.^ of a b'gislature to put in 
adjournment motioms on matters of uigeut {mbiic im]n)rtance. But a member 
cannot stand cro.ss-exaininatioii here 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a (juestioji of eross-examinat Ion. But if 
the Chair has to admit each and every a<ljounnm'nt motion beeaus(‘ an 
honourable member of the House asseits that it is a matter of definite ])ublic 
imporlam'e, that will place the ('hair m an awkard ])osition. Therefoie, 1 
am afraid I eaiinot give my consent to \o'ir motion: 1 refuse my consent. 
You should be ready to substantiate the facts stated in your motion 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 have got an adjourn- 
ment motion also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The motion runs thus: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a clehuitc matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the situation tliai has arisen 
owdng to the banning of the Hindu Sanmelani which wa.s to be held 
at Lora in the district of Barisai on the 3rd and 4th of June. 1944, 
und«r the presidency of the Mahaiajadhiraju Bahadur of Biirdw^ai; 
and also banning of all meetings for a period of fourteen da^s in 
certain divisions in the districts of Barisai, Faridpur, Khulna and 
Jessore from the 2nd June, 1944, to 16th June, 1944, 

I have now read my motion, Sir, but I do not know^ if I have the per- 
misaion of the Chair to move it. 



£m 4.] QOVEBirOBrs ASSENT. lOlS 

Mr. PRESIDE NT f Yes, the Chair givee you the pertuiaeion. la there 
any objection f 

(The Hon’ble the Home Miniater objected.) 

In that oaae those who support the motion will kindly rise in their planes. 

(The requisite number of members rose.) 

The motion is admitted, and will be taken up after Question hour 
tomorrow. 

Mf» LALIT CHANDRA DASs Will that give us the usual two hours* 
time to discuss the motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, full two hours are available under the Rules. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs With reference to my adjournment 
motion, may 1 take it up tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, one has already been admitted today. You may 
mention it tomorrow. 

Message from Uie Bengal Legialative Aaeambly. 

Mr. SECRETARY: Sir, the following message lias been received from 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

**Tbe Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 26th 
May, 1944, agreed to the Bengal Non-agricultural Tenancy (Temporary* 
Provisions) Extending Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council, without any amendments. 

SYED NAUSHERALI. 

Speaker^ 

Bengal Legislative Assewhly.** 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. GiipU): Sir, the following communication 
has been received from the Government, intimating the action taken b^ them 
on the motion regarding graut*in>aid for the improvement of the conditions 
of the sailors, seamen and soldiers, etc., moved and adopted by the Council 
on the 12th March, 1943, under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules: — 

Since the above resolution was passed, the Government of India have 
shown themselves alive to the post-war interest of the enlisted ^classes and 
have established a post-w’ar reconstruction fund for the betterment of these 
men. With this end in view, the Provincial Government also are consider- 
ing, at the instance of the Central Govemn.ent, a proposal for the establish- 
ment of agricultural headquarters as a post-war reconstruction scheme for 
the rehabilitation of certain areas of this province. The question of granting 
scholarships to the children and dependants of the enlisted men at approved 
agricultural and industrial institutions in this province as a post-war recon- 
struction measure is also under consideration. 

In the circumstances, the Governor does not consider it necessary to make 
any further representation to the Government of India on the subject. 

Covarfior*s Asaent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to inlorm the honourable members that the 
Bengal Non-agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 
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Jr944, ^hioii wm pMMd bf Chmaahen of BengtJ Lofiflktiire, luis 
been assented to by His Excellency the Gk>Temor under the i^rovieionB of 
section 76 of the GoTernment Mil India Act, 1935. 

4N5 FHitlOeHTS The next item is : diMcussion clause by clause of the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, as passed by the Assembly. 

Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Kbtli Sahmlllf NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: I beg to move that before clause 
1 iff the Bill, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wait a moment Khan Bahadur. There are certain 
ditik>ult points that have arisen about this Bill. I would like to consider 
them. One is, for instance, the definition of the term “person*’ in clause 
2. The Ruler of an Indian State has been incduded there. But there is no 
corresponding definition in the Indian Income-tax Ao.t including the Ruler 
of a State. The Bill has some penal clauses. Suppose, the Huk'r of an 
Indian State is served with a notice and he does not comply with the notice : 
he may be criminally proceeded against — will create an unprecedented 
situation. So whether that dehnition is ultra utmt or in^ vtrei of this 
Legislature has to be considered, in that view of the matter, 1 suggest 
that we adjourn today and take up the matter tomorrow. 

The Bouse stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tmnonow. 


AdJouitWiMlt, 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.ni. on Tuesday, the 13th June, 
1944. 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 12th 
Tune, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Hit Kader Baksb. 

(5) Rai Bahadur E. C. Banerjee. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Reaa Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 

(9) Maukna Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Pureeell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muklesur RahMMa. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(14) Mr. S. Sanyal. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Mr. Shamsassoha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First tssslsiii 4i. 


The Council met in the Le^filmtive Chamlwr of the I^egislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 13th Juno, 11)44, at 1-i.U) p.m., being the 
forty-sixth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 02(i?)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 19^16. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Rov, k.c.i.b.) was 
in the Chair. 

Adjoummeiit Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANORA DA8: Sir, I have got an adjournment motion 
standing in my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are discussing today another adjournment 
motion. You may mention your adjournment m(»lion tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will yon waive the question of 
urgency tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr President, Sir, I beg 
to move that this Council do adjourn its business to dis(‘uss u definite matter 
of urgent j)ubli(' importance, namely, the situation that has arisen owing 
to the banning of tlit? Hiinlu Saninelani whitdi %vuft tt) be held at Jx^ra in 
the district of Barisal on the >lrd and 4th dune, 1944, under the presidency 
of the Maharajatlhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and also banning of all 
meetings for a period of fourteen tlays in certain subdivisions in the districta 
of Barisal, Paridpur, Khulna and Jeasore from 2ud June, 1944, to 16th 
June, 1944. 

Sir, I have got a notification before me and I would like to place the 
notification itself before the honourahle members of this House and before 
you, Sir. The notification appeared 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 may just remind the House that 
the mover of an adjournment motion cun Hj)eak for 20 minutes, the other 
members for 10 tniautes and the Hon’ble Minister in charge for 20 minute*. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, the notification was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette^ Extraordinary Edition, on the Ist June, 
1944, and it runs as follows : — 

Whereas the Governor is satisfied that for the purpose of securing the 
public safety and the maintenance of public order it is necessary to prohibit 
the holding of or taking part in public processions, meetings or assemblies 
in certain areas; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the jiowers conferred by sub-rule (/) of 
rule 56 of the Defence of India Rules the Governor hereby prohibits during 
the period from the 2nd to the 16th June, 1944, Jnclusive, the holding of 
or taking part in public processions, meetings or assemblies consisting of 
more than five persons in the areas shown in the Schedule : 

Provided that this order shall not apply to assemblies held for bona 
religions or marketing purpose. 
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Mr. LACIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, may I mention that the Hon'ble 
Minister is to reply to the debate on this adjournment motion but I see 
the Home Minister is not present in the House. Shall we wait till he 
comes ? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: The Home Minister is on his way. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The Schedule is as follows 

(1) The Bagerhat subdivision of Khulna district; 

(2) The Gopalganj subdivision of Faridpur district; 

(3) The Pirojpur suMivision of Bakarganj district; and 

(4) The Jhenidah, Narail and Magura subdivisions of Jessore district. 

Therefore, we find that a requisition has been made of the Defence of 

India Rule 56. Now, let us consider what the Defence of India Act is. 

I would, first of all, refer for the information of the honourable memberH 
of this House to the preamble to the Defence of India Act (Act No. XXW 
of 1939). The preamble runs as follows: — 

“And whereas the Governor-XjJeneral in his disci elion has diiclared hy 
proclamation under sub-stfction ( 1 ) of section 192 of the (iovcni- 
ment of India Act, 1935, that a grave emergency exisl.s thereby 
the security of India is tlireatened by war; it is bcivby tmactcd 
08 follows:’’ 

Tin* preamble, tliend'on*, makt‘N it clear tliat tbc ncccs-'its for enacling 
tlie Defence of India Act was the cmcigcuicy created on ai'coiint oi war and 
the rules tramcci uiuh'r the Deteiict* ot India Act ]ia\»' it'lerence to 
the main pur[)os<‘ of the Act it.scll. Now, Sir. I .‘•idonit ioi the considera- 
tion of the honourable members ot this House wlu-tluT tins banniMg* had 
anything to do with tlie t'mcigcm'v that bus arivca on actonnt oi the war 
that is now prevailing on the borders of India. 

Sir, the Hindu (’onference which has been banio'd was orgunis(‘d mostly 
by the Scbcdulcd ('astes people in the <lisfrict of Ihnisal for tbc purjiose of 
consolidating the Hindus and for the purpose ot iinjiroviiig their socio- 
economical and educational facilities. It was to he a conferema* not merely 
of the Scheduled Citstes but the entire Hindu comm\niit\ and was to he 
presided over by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bind wan, a man wadl- 
knowm for his calm temficrament, c<k)1 judgment and moderate views. ’I'he 
order for banning the conference was issued on the 2ml of June on the eve 
of the conference — the days wdicn the conference wa^; to be litld being tlie 
3rd and 4tb of June. Mr. P, R. Tliakur, a meinWr of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Assembly belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Avas the (^hairman of tho 
Reception Committee and the conference Avas advertised for more tlian a 
inaitlh. The order was served on the site of the conference in the presence 
of a large number of armed constables less than 24 hours before the 
meeting of the conference on the 3rd June. This did not in any way damp 
the enthusiasm of the people. All arrangements for the conference were 
complete and huge sums were spent for the pandal and other necessary 
equipments. The pandal was large enough to accommodate over 50,000 
people and it was expected that there would be a gathering of one lakh of 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1017 


1944 .] 


people from all over the province to hear the deliberationH of the leaders 
who were invited. It is alleged that for the preservation of peace and 
order, it was necessary that the confer«mce should be banned and people 
should not be allowed to congregate in large numbers because of the 
communal disturbance \^hich had taken place in the Bagerhat subdivision 
of Khulna district. Sir, the disturbance in Bagerhat arose on account of 
a land dispute between two rival parties and the disturbance is said to hav€> 
taken place some time between 2oth and 24th Ma^y. It is said by the Chief 
Minister that the Superintendent of Boli<‘e of the district of Barisal stmt 
out an alarming report and that a conference was held in his presence with 
the Deputy Inspector-Cieneral. Presidency Bange. the Intelligence Branch 
of Police, Additional Secretary, Home Department, Deputy Inspeetor- 
General, Bakarganj, the Commissioner of the Presidency Division and the 
Chief Secretary of the (Tovernment of Bengal. It was unanimously decided 
that the confertuice should be baijiied. Sir, we have it that neither the 
District Magistrate of Barisal nor the Subdivisional OHicer of Bagerhat, 
the venue of tin* origituil <listurbance, nor tin* Subdivisional Othcer of 
Pirojpur had been consulted nor had they asked that tlie conference should 
be banned. It is said that tliey asked for the additional police help. I 
would ask the hoinnirable members to consiiler wdietlier the Chief Minister 
was Justified in banning the <’onferenee uitbout rtdereiua* to tin* local 
authorities wl)o wen' mainly re'^fKUJsibie for the prt'xu va t ion of peace and 
ordi'i'. Sir, vs e do not know whetlier Sir Nazimuddin bei(»n' be took tlie 
drastic step ba<l consulted lii.s Kxcellenev the (Sovi'inor. After all, under 
the pTf'sent ( i ov<'rriment ol Imlia Aet the (iovtTiiment of Bengal is pnu'tieally 
carried on by lii*' Kx<'ellenev the (iovernor. ultliougli noniinallv it is being 
eoridueted by the Ministry. 

It is a matter of e()Usideral)le importan<*e anVeting llie entire* Hindu 
eommunity in the provinee; and I have im doubt tiiat it will be realised 
tliat it is a matter in wbieli Sir Nazimuddin . ii be ai ted without emusultiug 
His Kxcidleuey the (iovernor or without ealling a meeting (ii the Cabim*!,, 
lias done something which he ought not to have domn Sir, we woubl like 
to know the opinion of the Hindu Ministers, specially tin* easte Ifindus 
and the SehedubMl Caste Ministers individually as to what they think of 
this action of the Cliief Minister. Now, Sir, the Cliief Minist<‘r has staled 
that before he took the drastic ship he had consulted Dr. Syamapra>ad 
Mookerjee and requested him to stop the conference. We do not know what 
conversation actually took place between the Chief Minisi *r and Dr. S. i*. 
Mookerjee as it was left in tlie <lark. One thing is (l(*ar, liowevt'r, that 
Dr. Mookerjee did not agree with Sir Nazinimblia and ditl not agice to 
stoj) the eonferein e. Now, Sir, I would like to emjihasise iqxni I he 
honourabh* members of this House as to w'hetber Sir Nazimuddin, wdiile 
banning the Hindu conference in one part of the provin(*e cn the ground 
of peace and order, wa.s Justified in holding a “Pakistan” ctmfcriiiee at 
Dinajpur in another part of the province which was opeiictd by him and 
presided over by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S- Suhrawardy, his first lieutenant. 
It may be suggested that he expected no golrnal at Dinajpur. May be, 
the Chief Minister had been accompanied by a suffiiuent number of police 
force in order to safeguard and prevent any disturbance not only from the 
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members of the non-Muslim communities but also from the Muslims them- 
gelves who were opposed to * ‘Pakistan’' and who do not belong to the 
Muslim League. It is thus clear that the present Ministry headed by Sir 
Nazimuddin is bent upon consolidating the “Pakistan” movement in Bengal 
and in suppressing all other organisations where Muslims or non-Muslims 
dare to oppose the “Pakistan” movement. I would like to emphasise upon 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that the Hindus of Bengal, both Caste 

Hindus and the ScheduU^ (Jastes. will not take this insult lying down. 

They consider that it is a serious encroachment on the civil liberties of the 
Hindu population of Bengal. 1 would like further to emphasise that the 
Hindu Ministers and the few Hindus who are at present supporting the 
Ministry are doing so purely in self-interest. 1 would challenge them to 
have a mandate from their respective constituencies on this specific issue. 
I would challenge the ^indu Ministers to t^ome out and speak what they 
have to say in support of this action on the part of the (lovernment. We 
have heard the Scheduled Caste Ministers in support of the action of the 
Government. We have also heard Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullick supporting 
the Government, 1 am sorry, Sir, that I cannot approve of what they 

have said and I take it that it was their personal view. We have 

it on very good authority that one Scheduled Caste Minister went out 
about a week before the conference and held meetings and tried his 
best to persuade the people not to attend the conference and to see that 
the conference is wrecked by the people themselves. It is also said that 
as these gentlemen failed in their efforts to stop the conference 
with the help of the local i>eople, at the last moment they got this order 
issued by the Government of Bengal banning the conterenee. It is 
surprising to note that Sir Nazimuddin w^as trj'ing to keep back from the 
House the statement of the Superintendent of ]h»lie(‘, Barisai, who hud 
imjKJiced b) the Deputy Insi)eetor-General llial ]>enuission to hold a Hindu 
confereiu^e at Lora in the district of Barisai had been asked for. The 
police had nothing to say against such a conference. It seems clear that he 
returned the petition to the District Magistrate with the remark that the 
con ciuiers of the eonferenee might be asked to give full facilities to the 
police to take dow'ii note.s of the proceedings. The lh)Iice Superintendent 
is understood to liuve addetl that he felt that it would be impossible to allow 
the conference to be held now at the spot selected, as it w'as the junction 
of four di.stricts, without adequate police arrangements. It was only when 
the Opposition pressed hard that Sir Nazimuddin read out the entire letter 
of the Police Superintendent containing the aforesaid statement in the 
Low^er House. 

MTi president. The less you refer to the proceedings of the other 
House, the better. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am only referring to 
some facts. I am not making any personal attacks. 

Mr, PREEtDENT: Yes, the less you do that the better. ^ 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: This permission was given. 
As a matter of fact, the Police Superintendent had added that he wanted 
adequate police arrangements in order to preserve peace. The permission 
was given by the District Magistrate of Barisai to hold the *conferexice 
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0ome time between the 29th and 30th May. The conference was banned at 
the last moment, as I have stated ; although the permission was given after 
the so-called disturbance somewhere in the subdivision of Bagerhat in thsr 
district of Khulna. There was no report by the Subdivisional Officer of 
Bagerhat that the conference at Tiora which is 7 or 8 miles from Bagerhat 
should be j>ostponed on account of the disturbance at Bagerhat. There was 
no report from the District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Officer that 
they were afraid of disturbances there if the conference was allowed to be 
held. So, 1 submit for the consideration of the honoxirable members of 
the House as to whether the (iovernment of Bengal were really unable to 
quell the disturbance which was going on in a small pari in the Khulna 
district; and even so I \could ask the Hoii’ble Minister whether that would 
afford any justification for banning the conference in the way he did. It 
is painful to note that Sir Nazimuddin tried to sujipress these material 
facts and wanted to give an impression that permission to hold the conference 
had been given before the disturbance in Bagerhat. The disturbance was 
of an agrarian nature connected with land dispute between two communities, 
Moslems and Namasudras. I submit it would be net essary for the honour- 
able members of this House to consider whether there w'us any justification 
for an action like this after the permission that w’as granted by the District 
Magistrate. 1 would now request particularly the honourable meinbert 
sitting to my left, I mean the European members, (o ponder whether the 
Chief Minister had any justification to encroach upon the civil liberties of 
the Hindus of Bengal in the manner he did. I would ask them to consider 
whether they would have supported such action if it had taken place any- 
where in their country. Whether or not th(‘ very promulgation cd such 
an order would have led to bloodshed and murder whicl» the order in< ended 
to prevent. As a matter of fact, w'e have it on the authority of very 
responsible pe<q>le that when the order w’as served in the pandal in the 
presence of a large force of armed constables, there was a large gathering 
and the people were very mucli excited on hearing the news of the ban, and 
that in response to an urgent call Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee bad to 
start from Khulna to the .site of the conference and coubl with great 
difficulty pacify the huge concourse of men and w'omen on his giving a 
promise to hold the conference at the same spot at an early date. 

Sir, I would remind Sir Nazimuddin of the declaration he made in April, 
1943, when he formed the present Ministry and the promises he held out 
in the said declaration. Is the action of Sir Nazimuddin in the present 
instance in consonance with the said declaration, or is it not a direct 
negation of the same? The challenge thrown out by Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq, the Ijeader of the Opposition in the Louder House, has an important 
bearing on the present question. After all, under the prestmt (iovernment 
of India Act it is the responsibility of His Excellency the (iovernor of 
Bengal and he is the supreme authority so far as every matter, which is of 
a controversial nature, is concerned. We Hindus — niembers of the minority 
community in Bengal — would request His Exccdlency to cf>iisi(Icr whether 
or not this was a serious inroad upon our civil liberties. 

We would also request His Excellency to state whether he approves 
the action of the Chief Miniater in this matter; if so, what are his reasanii 
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for this discriminating treatment so far as the Hindus and a portion of the 
Muslims belonging to the Muslim League are concerned? If the District 
Magistrates of Barisal, Faridpur, Khulna and Jessore were not consulted, 
if they did not request the Hon’ble Chief Minister to ban the conference, 
diad the Chief Minister any justification to hold a conference with the other 
tofficers without reference to the District Magistrates concerned or without 
even asking their opinion with regard to this matter? We would request 
His Excellency to issue a communiguP. on all these points. On the contrary, 
if this action on vthe part of the Chief Minister has not his approval, whether 
or not he would like to take action under section 52 of the Government of 
India Act, where under clause (h) he has special responsibility of safe- 
guarding the legitimate interest of the minority communities. Whether 
or not His Excellency considers that the legitimate interests of the Hindus 
have been flouted by the action of the Chief Minister and that it is essentially 
necessary that action should be taken under section 52, sub-clause (6) of 
the Government of India Act of 1935. 

In the next place, I would request His Excellency the Governor to 
consider whether the action taken by the Chief Minister helps to preserve a 
contented base in llengal so far as the Hindus are concerned. May w'e not 
request Sir Nazimuddin to remember that, a.s the Chief Minister of the 
Province of Bengal, it is his duty to bold the scales even between the 
different communities over whom Providence has given him the power to 
rule? Is it not a flagrant breach of duty on his part when he thus rode 
roughshod over the feelings of the Hindus and at the same time he himself 
went to open the “Pakistan’' conference thereby giving a s(‘ction of the 
Muslim.s in the province the idea that he would not hesitate to support a 
section of the population of Bengal and act again.st the interest of another 
section of the province? I would request Sir Nazimuddin to consider the 
far-reaching eft'ect if such an idea is allowed to grow in the Ibovince of 
Bengal among ,th(‘ ditferent sections of the po])ulati()n over whi(‘h he is 
ruling. I would request Sir Nazimuddin to consider whether or not even 
now he would take steps to prevent the growth of .such a feeling and 
whether or not he would retrace his steps and a(‘t in accordance with the 
declaration he made when he formed hi.s Ministry to ensure communal 
harnu)ny; and declare even now that he would allow the conference to be 
held at Jaua on tlie spot where the conference was to be held, if necessary, 
with requisite safeguards. 

I would remind Sir Nazimuddin that the good name which he had earned 
during the long time he was in the jxiliiical field and in the Legislature is 
practically going to be lost liecause he has allowed a conference to be held 
by a section of the Muslims w'ho are supporting the Pakis^tan movement and 
at the same time banning a conference of the Hindus for the purjwse 
indicated in my speech. 

With these few words, I move my motion for adjournment of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Motion moved: that the Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the situation that has arisen owing to the banning of the Hindu 
Sanmelani which was to be held at Lora in the district of Barisal on the 
3rd and 4th June, 1944, under the presidency of the Maharajadhiraja 
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(Bahadur of Burdwau and also banning' of all meetings for a period of 
fourteen days in certain subdivisions in the districts of Burisal, Faridpur, 
Ehulna and Jessore from 2nd June, 1944, to 16th June, 1944. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to support the 
adjournment motion so ably moved by my friend Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. Sir, all the present activities of the Ministry spring frfun one 
source, namely, a lonsuming fear least it might be unseated by the rising 
volume of public opinion and the banning of the liora conference is a case 
in point. To curl» public discontent against one member of the Cabinet 
it has gone to the length of imagining hostile attack on the benightiMl town 
of How’rah in preference to the second city of the Phnpire. T(» check the 
consolidation of all classes of Hindus which might soon become so powerful 
as to make it impossible for a single Hindu to be on the Muslim League 
Cabinet, it stopped the Lora ct)nference on tho plea that it might lead to 
a breach of the peace. 

Sir, but those who .'^iiggivst that a confeience presided over by the 
Maharajadhira ja of Burdwau, who may be de.scribed a.s the first Lord of the 
Realm ami whose illustrious IL)Use has been ii bulwark (d l^aw and Ordc't 
eince the establishment of British rule in the eountry may aggravate a 
disturljed situation, are either fools or knaves or both combim*d. The 
Government, if it were sincere in restoring normal conditions at the earliest 
opportunity, would wel(*oui(' the visit of tlu* Maliarajadhiraju at Lora as his 
pres(*nc(* and siige (‘ouuxd would more powerfully influerua* tlu* m.'iss(*s than 
the ft‘ar of tin* police and tie* military. This visit for tlu‘ first time of tho 
doy(‘n of Bengal lamllords to an East Bengal village might be a Hed-letter 
day in the liistorv of rural Bengal and usher in a peudod of goodwill among 
all sections of the Bengalee community living in villages. That w'hat I say 
is no exaggeration is proved by the fact that soon afterwards when Srijut 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee visited those areas, poor Muhammadans made a 
present of wat<*r melons to him. Th(*se men of the good Earth are incorrup- 
tible and having no sons to apply for posts of Dejiuty Magistrates or 
become M.L.A.’.s or M.L,C.^s are not interested in our political s(jmil)bh*s. 
The.se poor, down-trodden men are the salt of the Earth ami kee]> going 
many of us here and definitely the Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries 
with their immaculate trouser creases. They instinctively know, as a 
suckling knows its imdher's breast, who are their real w^ell-wishers and 
who simply trade in their name. Large inimbers of such men were on 
their way to the conference and the banning order came as a rude shock 
to all of them. Sir, as far as my information goes, at least a sum of 
Rs. lO.fKK) was spent, and the conveners of the conference should make a 
test case for recover\' of all losses from the Government. If the conference 
be held on the expiry of the banned period, heavy extra expenditure will 
have to be incurred a.s the monsoon will break out by that time. All this 
pecuniary’ loss has been inflicted bj- a Ministry nervous al>out its position. 
The District Magistrate did not withdraw the permit issued hy him for 
bolding the conference on account of an agrarian riot. Such ebulli- 
tion of communal passion is bound to occur so long as the law of the land 
in the shape of the Government of India Act puts a premium upon comnau- 
nalism and so long as mass illiteracy continues. For a minor distur ce 
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of ibis type to ban a conference organised chiefly by the Scheduled Castes 
Hindus is to deprive the Hindus of their civil liberties which are being 
encroached upon more and more during the regime of the Moslem League 
Ministry in Bengal. Mr. Jinnah and the Moslem League brought charges 
against Congress Ministries that they trampled upon Moslem rights. These 
charges have since been refuted and a challenge has Wen thrown against 
the league to substantiate the allegations. Whatever that may be» we in 
Bengal are having a foretaste of how Pakixfan will ride roughshod on Hindu 
feelings. It should be the duty of Ministries in the Hindu majority provinces 
to treat the Moslem residents not only fairly but generously and take extra 
caution that their feelings and sentiments are reiipected. Such has been 
the case with Hindus in all times. The great Sivaji looked upon impri- 
soned Muhammadan women as his own mother and made a present of every 
copy of the Qomn that came his way during military operations to devout 
Moslems. 

The Ministry will not be far wrong — here I mean^ the Muslim League 
Ministry — if in this Muhammadan majority province it treats Hindu ques- 
tions with lenience and takes an extra degree of caution that Hindu feelings 
may not be wounded. Righteousness exalteth a nation and this noble 
attitude born of real, inner strength will consolidate Moslem position in 
India far more effectively than any threat or attack which this the most 
ancient rac^e in the world knows how to ward off. At a time when save and 
except Orissa no Hindu majority i>rovince has a Ministry, the Muham- 
madan Ministries had a golden opportunity of setting up patterns of good 
government accei)table to Hindus. But here in Bengal while four District 
Magistrates, members of the heaven-horn servi(‘e by whom the Cabinet swears 
in season and out of season did not recommend banning tlie conference, the 
Ministry on the strengtli of a got-up conference of police officers prohibited 
a meeting of tens of thousands of Hindus of rural an*as who intended to 
discuss among other things measures of economic progress and relief so 
badly needed after famine. I bad a mind to go b) the conference myself 
and of moving a resolution urging Xarmisurfras and the fighting 

clans of ancient Bengal, to enlist themselves as soldiers and police 
constables. The movement has already been initiated and would have been 
accelerated if the conference were allowed to take place. While this 
monstrous Government will exact its pound of flesh even from the handloom 
weaver by way of the hitherto unimposed Sales Tax and will do nothing 
tangible for our ^fuchis, Kamar$, Kumars and Doms^ we Hindus have to 
do something to keep the which is another name for society 

composed of trade guilds, intact as far as possible and thus assure even 
the humV)lest citizen a living. Why should the Government hinder us 
from doing our rightful duty? The famine has proved that the contrivance 
of protecting the interests of backw’ard Hindus through English-educated 
Scheduled caste representatives in the legislature is a failure. This division 
of the community into caste and Scheduled Gastes may serve the purpose 
of Imperialists but cannot fill the sunken bellies of poor men’s children. 
They can be filled only by Hindus of all castes sitting together and devising 
measures for the preservation of the Hindu society as a whole. Such a 
fitting has been banned. At the same time the other side of the picture 
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is that a Pakistan Conference was held iinder the very nose of the Govern- 
ment. In the end, I want to sound a note of warning’ that it will not help 
anybody in Bengal; particularly I ahould like to tell my friends who ure 
sitting to my left that their intei^'^sts will suffer in the long run if this 
state of affairs is allowed to go on. With these words, 1 su])port the 
motion of my friend Mr. Bankiin Chandra Mookerjee. 

Mr. MD. HABIBULLAH: Mr. President. Sir. it has become a 
fashion now-a-day» to move any number of adjournment motions. Only 
yesterday we received notices of as many as four such motions of which 
two were from one and the same person. Due to the war situation the 
populalicm of Calcutta has increased. Prices of different commodities have 
gone up and from the notices of motiem.*^ fur adjournmc nt it seems that the 
number of matters of urgent publie importance has also increased. This 
reminds me of an article entitled '"Charka" contributed by the late Dr. 
Rabindrunatli Tagore at the time of the Non-co-operation movement. It 
w^as preached at that time by Congressmen that charka wcnild bring swaraj. 
I>r. Tagore warned the people not to give unduc‘ importance to unimporlujit 
things. 

Undue importance to unimportant things minimise the importance of 
reallv important things, ('harka could improve the economic- condition of 
the people. But to say that charka w’ould bring swaraj was dangerous^ 
because by putting premium on insignificant things all effective methods to 
attain freedom were being relegated to the background. 


In our Legislature also, by bringing in so many adjournment motions wa 
are minimising the importance of matters of real public* importance. 
Today’s adjournment motion seeks to discuss the situation that has arisen 
owing t-o the banning of the Hindu Sammilan which was to be held at Ixira. 
Only the other day the HonTde Home Minister was condcunned for hi« 
failure to stop riot at Dacca and also at Bagerhat. Now, Sir, he is l)eing 
criticised for banning a conference which w’as likely to have serious results 
wulh terril)le loss of life and pro]>erty — that is to say, for his failure to 
encourage riots. Through you, Sir, I would like to put a question to my 
friends opjKisite. What do they 'want the Home Minister to do^ It seems 
that they want him to allow interested persons to stir up discord — to rouse 
up communal feelings even in hot-beds of rioting and then to maintain 
order and peace. They must remember that they cjai^not have it l>oth ways. 
Members of the Ojiposition are now delivering sermons to the (iovemment. 
Many difficulties would be solved if the physicians would try to hc^al tbeni- 
1^1 ves. I would only request my friends to recapitulate the principles 
followed by the Government which they so enthusiastically supported only 
the other day, I mean the Fazlul Huq Govemment. Under that regim® 
public meetings — c*veu processions — were banned throughout tlie Province, 
On one occasion, I remember. Sir, I went to Faridpur to preside over a 


literary conference and the meeting was banned on the plea that there wa» 
bad blood among the conveners of the conference. At Noakhali, Sir, during 
the Shyania-Huq Ministry there was apprehension of black flag denionstra- 
tion against some of the Ministers. The Govemment not only ® 

meetings — ^thev put the organisers including the tiecretary of 
Muslim League under detention. At I>ak«mipur respectable gentleme. 
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including lawyers were beaten, at Feni and other places students were 
arrested, rusticated, home-interned, depriyed of their rights to appear at 
the examination. Defence of India Rules were used most arbitrarily. I 
can cite many other instances but time at niy disposal would not allow me 
to do so. 

Let us look for a moment to the doings of pure congress Governments of 
the United l^rovinces, Bombay, Madras, Bihar and other places. Public 
memory is not so short as to forget that congress Governments everywhere 
resorted to section 144 to stop meetings. Our nationalist friends are 
now-a-days verj’ enthusiastic in supporting the actions of Malik Khizir 
Hyat Khan and his predecessor Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan. But what is the 
policy that was followed by them? Is it not a fact that they banned 
meetings and processions on many occasions? 

When Sir Nazimuddin took office as the Chief Minister, he gave an 
assurance that he would work conscientiously and sincerely to maintain the 
civil liberties of the people of the province and we are glad to note that he 
has kept his promise to the letter. He availed of the first opjiortiinity to 
lift the ban on meetings and processions imposed by Mr. Fazliil Huq, and 
supported by the leader of the Hindu Nationalist Party, Dr. Sbyamaprasad 
Mookerjee. Not only tliat, since the assumption of office by tlie present 
Ministry, 533 security prisoners have been released. Certainly, this is noU 
a proof of the trampling of civil liberties by the present Government. It 
has l>een pointed out by our learned friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee 
and others that the present Government was not always impartial. I can 
assure them, Sir, that they are absolutely wrong to form such a notion. 
You may be aware that a meeting of the Provincial Muslim I^eague Council 
was to be held by the middle of this month at Dacca. The Secretaries of 
the Ib’ovineial League and the District licague made all arrangements. 
But at the instance of, I think. Sir Nazimuddin the venue and date of this 
meeting liave been changed. We think, Sir, there was absolute justifica- 
tion for the banning of the meeting to be held at Lora. A few miles away 
from the place there was a full-fledged riot during the last week of May 
and as many as 300 houses were burnt and looted. Responsible leaders 
both of the Muslim and the Scheduled Castes people have said that communal 
feeling had been strained in the neighbouring areas. Local officers 
apprehended bloodshed. The place itself was a hot-bed of communal 
feeling. Not only that : only three years back a serious disturbance took 
place there involving loss of life and property. Under the circumstances, 
what alternative the Horae Minister had but to ban the meeting? It has 
been argued that the disturbance at Mollarhat w’as of an agrarian naturA 
But, Sir, when the quarrel between boys on the playground could develop 
into a communal riot, what w as the guarantee that agrarian riots would not be 
converted into large-scale communal riots? It seems, Sir, that the gun 
powder was ready and the Home Minister did not allow it to be ignited. 
Our information is, Sir, that the local peace-loving Muslims and Hindus are 
blessing Sir Nazim for his prompt action which has saved thousands of 
people from death and destruction. 

We on this side, Sir, are not less enthusiastic about protecting civil 
liberty than friends opposite. Most certainly we prize civil liberty — but, 
Sir, we value human life more. 
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With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion for adjoumment moved by 
my learned friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHAI.ANORIS: Mr. President, Sir, I beg 
to support the adjournment motion and in doing: I would like to tell my 

honourable friend who has just taken his seat that the civil liberties which 
they like are not liked by the people of Bengal, It is perfectly clear to the 
people of Bengal that the supporters of the provsent Ministry like a particular 
brand of civil liberties manufactured in their own faelory. B\ civil liberties 
we mean right of free association, free<bun 4)f 's])eecb, right to ventilate 
our grievances, right to tell the auth(»ritit‘s what we want and \vhat we dt> 
not want. Honourable members would remember tlie eirc\imstanees under 
which the notification complained of was issued by the (lovernor baniiing 
that Hindu conference. There was that Secondary Education Bill hanging. 
There was certainly enthusiastic support for this Bill from ()iu» section of 
the population and there was equally determined opposition by ancdber 
section. The Ministry was anxious to pass tlmt t^econdary Kilutuititm Hill 
and there was no doubt that a certain section was ecjually ileterminc'd to 
oppose that Bill. That was lht‘ situation in tlu' cmintry a Hiiuhi 

conference was arrang(*d f(»r whose agemla did not iiicliKh^ aiiv contr«»V(*rsial 
matter. The t aste Hindus were to meet the Scheduled ( 'antes there* under 
the presidency of a very enlightened zemindar of tlie province who could 
have giv(*n a lead to the Sche<luled ('antes of this Province. 

Hut that has been banned only on tlie ground tlml an agrarian riot bad 
takt‘!i j)lace a icw days before* a few miles aw'ay. What that agrarian riot 
had tf) do with this ceinfeieneM* one cannot unde*i>land. W'c have found that 
that power was exercise*d under the ])efe>n(’e of India Uuh*s, Now, as it 
has been poiiit<*d out that the Defence of India Rules have* got abse)lutely 
nothing to do with the banning of a meeting of this nature, I say, Sir, 
that the notification banning this conference was an abuse of the Defene?e of 
India Rules. I sa> that it is an instance of the i>rostit utifjn of the 
Defence of India Act and Rules. They had got absolutely no power to do 
that under the ordinary law. Nothing was proved or suggesteal why this 
Hindu conference should have been banned at all, and but for the Defence 
of India Act they could not have usurped that pow'er to ban this conference, 
I should say that it was most cowardly: because, you know, when an order 
is passed or purported to be passed under the Defence of India Rules, it 
cannot ordinarily be tested in a court of law. You have got that power 
from the Central Government only for a particular purpose. It is for the 
efficient prosecution of the war, for the defence of India and the like. 
Why do you abuse those rules? I would submit to the House that almost 
aimultaneously the Hon’ble Ministers themeelves, I am sure at public 
expense, went to hold a FakiHan meeting at Dinajpur in North Bengal. 
I do not know. Sir, if the Government of India Act allows the Hon 'hie 
Ministers to draw their travelling allowance and -travelling charges when 
they make a trip to further their Pakistan scheme. I think that the 
Government of India Act dfjes not allow it. But still you issue a finnan 
here, stop and ban the meeting at Lora of the Hindgs and you go mexMy 
to IMnajpur, where we understand there was a etrong opposition by a sec on 
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of the Hindu community to the meetinp being held on the Goverament 
ground and to the forcing of Hindu shopkeepers and others to contribute 
to the funds of that conference. I say, shame, shame and shame. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA: Sir, I rise in support of the 
of my friend, Mr. Baukim Cliandra Mukherjee. In doing so “ 

my Party, 1 would first of all make our position quite clear. e do n 
view this action of the Government from a communal .standpoint at all. U r 
parly does not think that it is a case of the suppression o 
of tile Hindu coinmunily. Hat her. our party thinks that thi.s action 
of the Goverument aims at the suppression of the real grievances o a con- 
siderable section of the public of Bengal. It is a pure accident ^hm 

conference was convened at the instance of the Scheduled ^ 

form a very important section of the public, an impor an c ass 
of Bengal, and they have every right to ventilate their grievances, to dis- 
cuss about the ways and means for the proii.otion of ‘YTTStoev con- 
community. So. as an important section of the people f ^ 

vened this conference, and the action of the Government “ 

nothing but a suppression of the desire of the public to ventilate their gne 
vances and to devise ways and means for their future welfare. 

It seems that for the first time we can notice a particular sptem in the 
action of Government. They have been utilising the extraordinary jK-wert 
given them bv the emergency legislation, viz., the Defence of ^ 
tor subserving their own political objects. Whenever they 

rrtJi: '"'XS'Se ” it: 

Government in refusing the holding of meetings is nothing 

.... 

action on the part of the Mini ry It was not a conferenc 

„d it ,.n.k..y. a... .0 «• 

to attend; but it is quite recently that Mr. Majumoar na» g 
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a party man at all; he belongs to a political party of which you are not 
afraid. You are afraid of another party, and the party of which you are 
really afraid w'as not in the field there. That is why I say that no political 
party wa.s on the scene. Heally, no political party had organised the meet- 
ing: it w’as an organisation of tlie Scheduled Castes members of the Province 
only and there were good reasons for it. During the last famine.— -“for 
which the credit or tliscredit goes wholly to the present Ministry, — it was 
these people who were most hard hit. Millions of people from this community 
had died on account of starvation due to the magnificent tackling of 
the food situation by this Ministry and this class of people was apprehending 
a similar fate this year too. So they wanted to discuss the future of their 
aociety and other things in this conference. Sir, all other countries are 
now’ planning what they should do after the war. Of course, we are not in 
a position to discuss that hut the Scheduled Castes people could very well 
discuss at least wdiat their welfare should he and what prtivision they 
should make to face a famine which they apprehended would arise out of 
the scarcity of food this year also. They had no confidence in the adminis- 
tration, and also in their tall talks about then' being no scarcity in the 
country at all. They had very hitter memories of lusi \ ear's famine w’hicb 
was bn)ught on by the inefiicieiicy of the administrati<m and by the 
unimagimitive handling of the food problem last year; and that is why the 
Scheduled Tastes people had organiso<l this conference to consider how' the 
situation in the country affected their interests ami to find out ways ami 
means how to k(*ep themselves alive from the starvation whiih seemed to 
stare th(*m in the face once again. 

It is further known to all that epidemic's of choh'ra, malaria and other 
disea.ses have broken out in a violent form not only in that particular district 
hut in all parts of Bengal. So it is the common interest of everybody to 
meet ami discuss how’ avert that menace. Tlu'refore, (lovernmont ought 
to have eiicouragt'd such assemblage which sought to discuss the economic 
problem and to discuss the j)rohlem of epidemic diseas<*s w’hicb is threaten- 
ing to assume serious proportions. Instead of that we find that though the 
District Magistrates of the four districts concerned, who were the best 
persons to judge the situation, did not repf»rt appreliouding any danger — 
though tliey did not apprehend that tliere was any risk of breach of the 
peace, there was some apprehensimi .somewliere else. Th(*re was some guilty 
conscience whicli apprehended that there would he ventilation of grievances 
about inefficient administration and of their misdeeds, if the conference was 
to he allowed. They apprehended that if the conference was allowed to take 
place, their misdeeds will come out. I repeat that it is a base imitation 
of the Nazi method. (Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmkd : It is the Congress 
method.) I am not here to defend the Congress. Meet me on that plat- 
form and I will re])ly to you there. Now', as I was saying, the local 
authorities did not report against it. There w'ere no political agitators 
behind the conference. It was convened by the members of the Scheduled 
Castes. They first of all tried their utmost to frustrate the meeting by 
other means and when that failed, that weapon, the Defence of India Act, 
ready at hand, came to their rescue, as it did in the case of a very important 
municipality in Bengal also only the otlier day. It is apparent that the 
whole action is indefensible. Instances have been cited that such and such 
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things were done while Mr. Fazlul Huq was the Chief Minister. But why 
do you imitate Mr. Fazlul Huq 

(Here the member reached time-limit.) 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I have 5 minutes? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you should finish your speech now. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I have half a minute to finish' 
my sentence? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: So I would say that this action on 
the part of Government is indefensible on the principle of equity and good 
government, 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, will there be no 
excepticni in the case even of party leaders in the matter of time-limit? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Itules do not allow that: rules are verj’ definite. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, Khun Bahadur Hahibullah 

(Mr. IlABiiJULT.An CiiowDUUin : I am not a Khan Bahadur). Oh! you 
are not yet? We are h(q)ing (hut you will he one soon. Sir, in him we 
liave got a very worthy sueecvssor to our much-lamented friend, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Ah\il (juasen\. Mr. Hahibullah Chowdhury asked us: what we 
would (‘Xju'ct of the Home Minister to do? W(‘ c(‘itainly want tlie Home 
Minister to keep to his own promis(‘s. During the regime of the present 
League Ministry and as tin* leadei of the Lcnigue ]>arty In* math* at least 
one })i-nnusf and that })roniiM* is about (‘ivil lilxrty. Mr. Hahibullah 
Chowdhury with juhh* said that tliinng the leginu* of his Ministry, Sir 
Nazimuddin rt'deeiued lus prtmiise and r(‘leas(‘d as many as ddO jxditieal 
prisorn'rs. But it (uight t,» ho known i<» ever\ one hen* that this release 
took plaee in lo long months and in tin* eoui^e of this i)eriod as many as 
151 fresh political prisoners weie takt‘n inside tin* jail. Tlnm again, 
political prisoru*rs arc* still rctllmg in jail. Wlien they took oftice, they 
promised that one of their main jnogrammes would he to tackle the prohlem 
of the release of the political prison(‘rs and that they were in sympathy 
with the liard lot of these j)risouers. 

If this is the inoasure of the symjmthy he promised, then w^e must say 
that this is no sympathy at all. 

Sir Nazimuddm made another promise— promise of two Freedoms and 
not Four Freedoms like that of Mr. Koosevf*lt. Tliose two freedoms are — 
freedom of a.*iS(K'iation and lix*edom of speech. Now, Sir, where is the 
freedom of association and where is the freedom of speech? He has his 
own freedom of sj)eech. There is no doubt about it. He can hold a 
conference for his own hc*nefit in Dinajpur; but be could not allow a confer- 
ence of the Hindus which was to have l)een held at Lora. That has been 
banned, and why? This reminds us of the story of tlie wolf and the lamb 
in Aesop’s Fables. The wcdf was drinking water in the up-stream and the 
lamb was drinking in the down-stream. The wolf asked the lamb why he 
was mudding bis water. Whereupon the lamb retorted : bow could be spoil 
the water when the wolf was drinking in the up-stream? Then the wolf 
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taid if it was not the lamb, it must be his forefather; and so saying he 
finished the lamb. Now, here Lora is in the down-stream and Mollarhai 
is in the up-stream. Moreover, the riot was an agrarian one and it had 
nothing possibly to do with the holding of tliis conference at Lora. Lora 
is six miles away from the place of Ihe riot and the mighty Madhumati river 
intervenes. Then, w hy should the conference be banned P It has bet‘U said 
that the S. P. thought that there was likely to be a breach of the peace; but 
there was the District Magistrate as well who did nut consider the situation 
to be at all grave. The District Magistrate is really the man who is 
responsible for the peace of the district. The District Magistrate neither 
promulgated stM tion 144 nor did be take any s\ich step. alUiough not 

far from the four di-stricts, iH>ne of the.Hc four D'‘<tri(‘t Magistrates evt'r ask- 
ed the Home Minister to issue an order banning the conference. The 
whole thing is this: the Hindu community was very nmch agitated over 
the Secondary Education Dill as well as over (he Agricultural Income-tax 
Hill. They wanted to i‘xpress their grievances at that confert*nce. The 
Secondary Education Hill is one of the most iniportaiit things which the 
licagiiers want to pass and it is so to say the foundation uinui which they 
want the edifice of the to be built up. The\ (*annot alhnv the 

muttasil ])tH»]ile to come forward in vovy largt* numlxu' and state their 
grievam'(*s against llic Hill -particularly the Schedule ('astt' i>t'ople who 
called the con fi'rcncc. There is no other meaning of hanning the conference 
at LfU’a. If the Puki.ffnn conference could be held diiMadly against the 
wislu*'- and feelings ot tlie Hiinlus, there is no laneson wh\ tlu‘ eonferenet^ of 
the Ilind.us >linuld l'aV(' be«*ii banned, h was a !ion~po]itieal inei'tirig. It 
wa- in opinion ij}><>n tin* S'l-ondai > I'idiUMinm I’dll. And this w*as 

not <'Neti all-iw»‘d. W(‘ heaid tr<un sonu*]iody vN)n» oncp belonged t(» (lovern- 
inent |*aity that tin* ii‘}>ort at first was that the meeting was to have been 
scant. ily ait«‘nde«l and that wouhl .sh<o\ that the Iliinlus wen* not very 
earnest about the Seconduiy hhlu('atio!i Hill. allowed the ])TX'para.- 

tions to proceed w'hi(h were coniplet(*<l at, t.he cost of Hs. 10, (MM). Hut when 
it was feared that the meetirig wamld be attended by neaily r)0,0()0 peoi>lu, 
mostly belonging to tbe Sciieduled Pastes, the Ministry could not allow the 
confiuence to be h(‘bl and so taking advantage of the lawles.s law, the 
Defence of India Rules, they suddenly banned tbe !n(n*ting. This was 
zooJoftjn, pure and simple. With the.st* words, Sir, I beg to support the 
motion ol my friend Mr. Hiinkini Pharolra Mukberjee. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 am really surprised 
at tbe speeches Uial have been delivereil to-day from the (ytlier side of the 
House; and what .sur])ri.se.s me most w’as the air of rigliteous indignation 
and assumed innocence displayed by the Opposition and the mis- represen- 
tation of facts made by their speakers. I have never, 1 think, defended a 
better ca.se than the one I am doing to-day. I cannot underst^ind how the 
honourable meml>ers after having read the Government case in the puj>er» 
can get up orne after another and make such speeches. Most of the members 
w’bo have spoken to-day are great lawyers, and naturally they can always 
speak in defence or support of any case that comes before them. Now', 
Sir, I would like to place before the honourat>le memhers of the IfouMe 
what the real facts are as regards this matter and particularly the general 
proposition that has been put forward accusing us of depriving the gen tie- 
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men opposite and tlie Hindu community of their rights and civil liberties. 
Sir, those members sitting over there supported a Government which 
banned all public meetings, all processions and all freedom of speech. It 
is surprising that they accuse us of depriving them of their civil liberties. 
As a matter of fact, at present except in one or two places you can hold 
meetings without permission anywhere you like and speak whatever you 
like; and yet look at the air of righteous indignation, because one particular 
conference has been banned at a place where there was a serious danger 
of rioting and spreading of communal tension over a wide area including 
four districts. Now, Sir, I am surprised that Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee, of all people, should read out the statement of the Superin- 
tendent of Police of Barisal and not finish up that portion in which he said 
that he was definitely of the opinion that if this conference was allowed 
to be held there was the likelihood of a terrible loss of life and property. 
This portion he omitted, and he read out only the front portion of the 
fltatement where the Superintendent of Police dwelt purely on the legal 
Aspect of the question. As a matter of fact, the questif)n of permission 
did not arise about this conference. There was no ban on the conference. 
•(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das : The District Magistrate gave permission to 
bold the conference and he did not ban it.) The District Magistrate did 
not bun the conference, because he did not realise the full magnitude of 
the situation. As a matter of fact, the communal tension in the various 
subdivisions became so intens(* and the situation was so serious and the 
demand for mon* police from the Superintendents of Police of various 
districts was so urg(‘nt that we had no option — (Tovernment had no option 
— hut I shall deal with this aspect of the matter later on — but let me again 
ask gentlemen who get up and glibly declared that the Mollarhat aftai^* 
had been an agrarian riot, how can these gentlemen knowing the facts and 
having read in the papers what has happened in those districts, treat this 
as a mere agrarian riot when a large number of people were killed and as 
many as 400 houses were burnt. An agrarian riot takes place when 
Hindus and Mussulmans combine together and tight another Hindu-Moslem 
group. But in this case it was not so. It was a case of dispute betw^een 
the M(^lems and the Namasudras and how can gentlemen opposite try to 
make out a case which is not here, T do not know. (Mr. Haridas 
Majumdar : The riot was over land, and therefore it is an agrarian riot.) 
If, Sir, the dispute starts over land and if it takes a communal turn, 
is it still to be termed an agrarian riot? In this instance let them go to 
the place and find out whether the riot did not take a communal turn. If 
it was an agrarian riot, then how is it that the Namasudras and Moslems 
from Gopalganj crossed over in support of the people at Khulna and in 
Bagerhat subdivision? (Mr. H.\rid.\s Majumd.ui : They were the rela- 
tives of those men.) Sir, can it be supposed that the people at one place 
had so many relatives as 2,000? I am surprised that they should be 
deliberately trying to mislead the people. I cannot understand this 
attitude. And what is more 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBtSH: On a point of order. 
Tbe Home Minister accused us of having deliberately misled the people, 
la be in order? 
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The Hon’ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then, look at the eituation 
in the district of Jessore. There agnin the trouble started owing to the 
murder of a Moslem which led to a disturbance of the peace and it imme- 
diately took a communal turn. The Scheduled Castes, Nainasudras and 
Moslems started the disturbance, tlie tension grew among them and very 
quickly that tension spread into a riot. And, Sir, where is that place 
where the conference was going to be held? It w^as a junction of the 
river where the boundaries of four districts meet and the area was inhabited 
mostly by Naraasudras and Moslems, people who may be described as 
very war-like. And what is more, after the incidents at Mollarhnt large 
numbers of people were making attempts to cross the river and a riot 
was apprehended. They poured forth from Faridjmre, Khulna and 
Jessore. It was definite that in those districts there was high tension. 
As a matter of fact, the Superintendent of I^olice, Jessore, asked for polici* 
reinforcements; the Superintendent of Police. Khulna, also asked for pf)lice 
reinforcements and the Superintendent of Police, Rakarganj. declared that 
he had not sufficient force to co|)e with the situation in view of his having 
sent a number of police Yo Dacca. Instead of tlu'se g(‘nt1<‘men luMiig graltdul 
for having avoided what might have otherwise develo]>ed into a vt*rv seiious 
situation in Bengal involving hundreds of squan^ miles ami afTecting lakhs 
of ])eo])le, they find fault with the administration. (Mr. Pvirr (’iiandha 
Das: That is \our reading.) There can he no other i(*a<ling. If you 
judge fills (juestion impartially, then you cannot have any (dher conchi- 
sion. Tills particular conference in the circumsfaiu'es in wliieh it was 
going fo ])e held was fraught with fhe giavtvsf, ])ossihle danger and 
the safety and tran(}ui11ity of 'the pt'ople of the .suhdivi.sion would 
have been jeopurdi.sed if it were allowed fo hc^ held. If the conf(*r- 
enco was allowed to he held, riots w'oiild hav<* st.{irt(*d and after that 
Government would have had no legs to stand upon. The honourable 
members themselves w'ould then have got up and said — “knowing the 
circumstances, wTiy did you allow thi.s conference to he h<dd ; kiuiwing that 
there was high communal tension in the three subdivisions of Uk* Jessore 
di.stricf and knowing that the people there w^ore (‘xcited in fliaf vast and w’ide 
area where communication is had and where the mobility of the police is 
restricted — knowing these things fully well — why did you allow the confer- 
ence to be held”- — you yourselves would Lave blamed the Government in 
that cas<' for not stopping the conference. I ask th(‘se gentlemen, Sir, 
supposing this liad happene<l, what would have been the rejily of Govem- 
ment? (Mr. Hahida.s Mazumdati : This would not have happened.) You 
may say “this would not have happened’^ but w'o know that tliere was grave 
danger of riots. So instead of taking a reasonable attitude and without 
realising the gravity of the situation you have taken a perverse attitude. 
That is not tJie way of ventilating a genuine grievance. You are not venti- 
lating a genuine grievance here; but because you have got an opportunity of 
attacking the Government you are doing so without any genuine purpose : 
because a particular conference has been stopped at a place where there was 
bigh communal tension, you are trying to make a grievance. 

Now, Sir, members of the Opposition have mentioned more than once 
the name of the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. Wo have 

118 . 
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great respect for the Maharajadliiraja l>ecauBe every one knows that his 
family has never taken part in communal matters. The Mahaxajadhiraja of 
Burdwan was informed about this delicate situation without my knowledge 
by the Inspector-General of Police and as soon as he was informed of i|, 
he decided not to leave Darjeeling. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: We are issuing a statement very eoon 
contradicting that. It is far from the truth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. Hofi*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I know he came down from 
Darjeeling on the same day as 1 came down from Dinajpur and he could not 
have therefore gone there on the day of the conference if he wanted to attend 
it. There is no iK)iiit in the argument that because the Maharajatlhiraja of 
Burdw’un would preside, the conference should have been allowed. It is a 
fact that there was ecmimunal tension, that there was communal trouble in 
Mollarhat. The honourable members opjKjsite cannot deny that under the 
changed circumstaiiec> — the situation having so changed since the Maharaja- 
dhiruja ac< ej)U‘d the invitation — no Government could allow this conference to 
be held in spite of the fact that the President-elect of the conference was a 
person of such a high position and character as the Maharajadhiraja. 

But the inii)ortant point is this: j;hat there w\as going to he a huge 
gathering. I do not believe that there would have he<‘n f)0,000 to 100,000 
persons, but the information w'os that local people were very strongly 
divided o\<‘r this (pistion of holding a conference there. (Mr, Laijt 
CuANDU.v Das*. What is your estimate of the likely attendance?) Nol>ody 
can estimate about a thing wdiich did not occur. Sir, the fact remains that 
apur’t froirj all th(‘se things, communal tension at those subdivisions was at 
its height and there was a riot at Mollarhat which is only 6 miles across 
the river and if anything happened on this side of the river there would 
have been n hare-up in all the four subdivisions of the four districts. It 
would hav(‘ lu’en almost impossible for the police available there to cope 
w'ith the situation. AVe have had experience of communal troubles in 
the rural areas. AVe know how* communal riot spreads like wild fire and 
with such rapidity that no police can cope with it. Therefore, I 
maintain that as far as this question is concerned, Government w^ere 
justified in stopping the conference. As I said somewhere else, the ban- 
ning of meetings has been only for 14 days in those subdivisions. There 
is precedent all over India for such action. Sir, there is nothing to 
prevent the holding of a conference in any other place. In fact, the Hindu 
Mahnsabha is holding conferences galore. Even this year more than 
one conference was held by the Hindu Mahasabha in other parta of Bengal 
and no notice has been taken of those meetings. These gentlemen opposite 
forget that they have never been prevented from holding conferences. 
They are making a fuss over this conference which has been postponed 
f/wing to certain iina voidable circumstances. 

Now, Sir, T submit that the issue of the Secondary Education Bill was 
not before the country. (Mr. Harid.\s Mazuhdar: It was before the 
country.) How can these gentlemen get up and talk about the curtailment 
of civil liberties day in and day out? They are holding conferences 
against the Secondary Education Bill, declaring from house-top their 
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decision ag^ainst the Bili, criticising OiAcrnmeut and opposing the Bill. 

With what fare these gentlemen now get up and say (Mr. HaRIDAS 

Mazumdah : There was a special significance in this conference.) M> 
friend Mr. Ambica Datta, 1 am sorry, Mr. Kainini Kumar Daita, speaks 
of the Nazis. But his leaders are holding conferences in the parks of 
Calcutta about the Secondary Education Bill. They talk now of the 
curtailment of civil liberties. Have they no sense of proportion ^ This 
is a most irresponsible attitude. This can onl\ incite communal feelings 
Nothing can be more objectionable than this deliberate attempt to mtike 
out a case that Government are biassed apainst a ]uirti<'ular community. 

Here, this Government has given all the fiw'ilities and all the ]>rivilege,"» 
which the Hindu community have never enp»\ed under any Government; 
and yet they get up and say that they are being unfairly treated at the hands 
of the present Government. While we are trying to resUire them their 
rights and privileges they come forward and say that they uri' being preju- 
dicially treated bv us. As a matter ol tact, t}n‘ Government that they 
supported and the Government they stixul for put members under detention 
whom we released ; and especially some inemhers of the oflicial Congress 
block in the other House whose benches are now full and ontvlhird of 
whom were in jail are the loudest in their protests. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, having heard the 

Hon'ble the ( liitd Mini*'t<‘r with regard to the inci<lciit sM ha( are being dis- 
cusse<l in the House today, I could not hut admire the uay in which tin* 
Hon’ble Chief Minister was lading out his cast* l>eft)it‘ the Houst*. I am 
sorry, Sir, that he could not <lare to utter a single w’ord in sui)])ori of his 
action in allowing the Pahistan conference at l)iniiji>ur to he held on the 
same day as the Hindu confcreiu'c at Lora was banned. 1 thought that he 
altogether forgot what hn himself spoke in opening the conferenco at 
Dinajpur, and what his first lieutenant the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy spoke 
as President of the Pakistan conference at Dinajpur. 1 am sorry, Sir, that 
he did not dare utter a singh* woiil in justification of his action in allowing 

this Pakistan conference to go on on the smiie da\ in one parjL of the 

province while banning the conlereme at Lora in another part of 
the province which was convex ed by tlie Scheduled (!aste people for 
the purpose of (‘onsolidating the Hindus, i am surprised to see that 
the Hon’ble Sir Naziniuddin had notliing to say in justification of 
Ithe banning of the conference, although the District Magistrate had 

permitted the conference to be held after the disturbance at Bagerhat 
which was over by the 27th of May. The permission granted by 
I the District Magistrate of Barisal w’as after the 27th May. Sir 

Nazimuddin could not reter to tliis matter because he had nothing to 
say in justification. He had no case so far as this matter was 
concerned. That is why he chose the best course of remaining silent on 
the point where he had no answer to make. Now, Sir, I think that Sir 
Nazimuddin knew very well that this conference bad been announced a 
month before and that thousands and thousands of rupees liad been spent 
for this purpose. It is reported that R.s. 20,000 were spent for the purpose 
of erecting the pandal and making other necessary arrangements for hold- 
ing the conference This was not done in a day. This was going on rom 
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day to day preparatory to the conference which was actually to take pla 
on the 3rd of June. 

What were the facts which necessitated Sir Nazimuddin to promulga 
the order on the 1st of June? The order of banning was printed on t] 
Ist of June and I believe it was decided to issue the order on the 31 
May. And yet wo find that the District Magistrate of Bakarganj permitt< 
the conference to be held on the 29th or 30th of May. But Sir Nazimudd 
without referring to the District Magistrate of Bakarganj and only < 
police report banned the conference. I submit that when Sir Nazimudd 
was speaking, he accused me of not placing one single sentence in tl 
report of the Superintendent of Police^ Barisal. The sentence reads th 
the Superintendent of Police reported that if the conference is allowed 
take place, there would be a riot and so forth. T do not know what we 
the actual words used by that officer; but I have stated that the Superinte 
dent of Police definitely stated that — and I have mentioned all these in n 
opening sp<M'ch — that adequate police arrangements should be made if tl 
conference is allowed to be held. The District Magistrate of Bakarga: 
no doubt luid the report of the Superintendent of Police befort* 1 
permitted the conference. The Superintendent of Police may have sa 
the.se things but tin* District Magi^trati^ who was superior to tl 
Superintendent of Police was certainly entitled to exercise his judgme: 
and the District Magistrate did not rely on that .statement of the polii 
chief. The District Magistrate is an T.C.S. officer — I understand he is 
Muslim — and there is no doubt that with a full sense of responsibility : 
his mind lu* allowed the conference to be ludd. T submit, llu'iefore, th; 
Sir Nazimuchlin\s utterance in this House that there was ample justificatu 
for the order lias no basis to stand upon. What Sir Nazimuddin w; 
Baying surprised me most of all. lie w^as quoting instances of such actic 
on the part of the last Ministry. AVe are not here to support the action i 
ithe last Ministry thw arc we holding a brief for the last Ministry. We a 
judging the acts of the present Government wdth reference to the facts th; 
ar© existing now. Having regard to the facts that I have placed before tl 
House in moving the adjournment motion — farts which have not be€ 
controverted by him — T submit that there was absolutely no jiistificatic 
for the order (hat he has promulgated. 

I have failed to notice in his speech any reference to the poii 
that I mentioned in my opening speech, that is. as to whether tl 
Cabinet was consulted or whether His Excellency the Governor was consul 
©d by him in this matter. Sir Nazimuddin has nothing to say so far £ 
this matter is concerned. What is wrong, he asks. H© says that in oth( 
parts of this province the Hindus have no grievance; they have held an 
can bold any number of meetings and conferences they like, and that the 
were not allowed to hold only one conference at Lora. And he asked whi 
were the grievances on this account? As a matter of fact, he stated i 
support of his action that the last Ministry had banned all public meeting 
throughout the province. W© do not know, Sir, under whose orders thoa 
"banning orders were passed. AYe do not know whether the last Ministi 
was really responsible for those orders or whether those orders were issue 
by the then Governor behind the back of the last Ministry. We do nc 
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know these fa8ts. But even then they are quite irrelevant to the present 
case. If the last Ministry had no justification for issuing those orders» 
then I hope Sir Naximuddin is not supporting these actions of the last 
Ministry, 

Is it that Sir Nni^muddin is quoting the instances of the last Ministry 
BLS a precedent, as a justification, for the present ordor passed the Govern- 
ment banning the meeting? Is it his contention that he wants to justify 
the order passed by h^im in the present instance because the last Ministry 
passed such and such orders? 1 submit. Sir. that Sir Nazimuddin will not 
sa\ anything of the kind. If that is not so, why (ite this precedent to 
justify your action? Why bring in these irrelevant matters? That is 
not the issue. You are clouding the ls>m* by bringing in itu levant matters, 
only to throw dirt and for the purp«»>e t>f misleading some ot tlie European 
members who are supjiorting the (ioxtonment. (Here the nuniber reachml 
time-limit.) I Lope that th<‘ lloiis»* will adopt tlie motion wlneh 1 have 
moved . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is the motion of 
Mr. Bankim (’handra Mukherjee: that this (’ouncil adjourn its busiiiesH to 
discuss a d<‘fiiiite matter of urgent puhlu' imjiortance, namely, the situation 
that has arisen due to the banning of the Hindu Sanmelani which was to be 
held at Lora in the district of Harisal on the 3rd and 4th June, 1944, under 
the pre.sidency of Alaharajadliirajji Baliadur of Burdwnn and also banning 
of all meetings for a period of fourteen days in certain subdivisions in the 
districts of Harisal. Faridpur, Khulna and Ji^ssore from ‘2nd June, 1944 
to IGth June, 1944. / 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The Bengal Agricultural Inoome-tax Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The points rai.sed in connection with the Agricul- 
tural lucome-tax Hill will take more lime to consider. So the House stands 
ailjourned till 2-10 p.m. on Friday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 16th June, 
1944. 
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Membm abamt 

The following memberN w»*re ab>w'nt from the meeting held on the 
13th June, 1944:— 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Mr. Kader Bak.sh. 

(5) Jlui Bahadur K. 0. Bnnerji. 

(0) Mr. Huiiiayun Beza Cbowdhuri. 

(7) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(8) Khan Baliadur Abdul (lofran. 

(9) Mr. Malioiiied Ifo.sHain 

(10) Mr. lluinayun 7 ,. A. Kabir. 

(11) Maulana Molianied Akrum Klian. 

(12) Mr. N. X. Mookerjee. 

(13) Mr. K. S. Pur.ssell. 

(14; Kbun Bahadur Muklesur Hahaman. 

(15) Dr. K. S. Kay. 

(10) Mr. S. X. Saiiyal. 

(17) Khan Bahadur M, Shaiiisuzzoha. 
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TiiK (\>i;NriL met in the liCgitilative rhamher ttf the DuiUlinK*, 

Calcutta, oil Friday, the Kith June. KM4. at J-lTi p.in., hein^ the lorty- 
seveiith-day ul tlie First Session t)f ltM4. pursuant to seetitui {a) of the 

Government ot India Aet, l!)d5. 

Mr. Presitlent (the ilon’hle Sir Pkvs\|) Sinoii Uo\ , k.c.i.k.) wa« 

in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Rice deficit in Dinajpur. 

188* Mf. KADER BAK8H: Will the Jlon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Civil Supj>lies Detianment he pleased to statt* — 

(^t } ^\lH‘th^‘^ tht‘ local autfiontie> iepoit»*tl, alter the Footl Census in the 
distri( t of Dinajpur was o\er, that Dinajpur was a deficit area so 
lar as rice wa.s (‘oncerneil ; 

(6) if so, what is the <iuantity of deficit apprehended by the local author- 
ities in each of the three sulxlivisions ; 

(V) ulnMher any net* and ]>ad<l\ w<*n‘ ex|K»ited out of the district when 
the I’ood (’en'^U‘< was going on and thereafter up till August, 
HDd; and 

(f/) if so, wliat quant i( \ (»f rice and paddy was exfN)rted during the 
aforesaid menliniied in part (r)? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (O) Y'es. the Jialurghat and Thakurgaon 
5 \ihdi visioiirt W(*rt* ri*j)oitrd to h<* deficit areas while the Sadar subdivision 
was report'd to In* a surplus area. 

Maunds. 

fh) Balurghat *;nlul i vision ... -258,237 

Thakurgaon subdivision ... —166,329 

Sadar sulxli vision 4*6,760 

(c) Yes. 

(d) 22,654 maunds approximately, of which 11,654 maunds were dee- 
patchetl ex-Uovernment stocks to pther deficit areas where distress was more 
severe. The balance of 11,000 maunds belonged to the Bengal and Assam 
Railway. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What are the deficit districts in Bengal? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: This cpiestion does not arise 
out of this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: YTou have mentioned the other deficit «liMtrictH. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, be does not ask to which 
deficit district the rice was sent but he asks w’hat are the ilefifit district 
Bengal. That is a general question. 
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Iff* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What are the deficit districts to which 
rice has been senth 

The HOfl’ble Mr# H# 8# 8UHRAWARDY: As far as ! remember, to 
Dacca and Farid pur. 


SUmiard cloth# 

189. Mr# NUR AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil vSupplicH Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what quantities of standard cloth had been indented by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal up to the dOth November, li>4'l; and out of the 
total quantities received how much has been distributed to each 
district of Bengal; 

(/m whether any standard cloth has been sent to the Chittagong (listrict; 

(c) if so, what is the quantity of the same; 

(t/ } wdiat are the agencies through which standard cloth has been sold 
in each district; and 

(.* ) how much standard cloth has not been supplied to Bengal as yet ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr# H. 8# 8UHRAWARDY: {a) The total quantity of 
Htarulard cloth indented for up to »‘U)th November, was 171) diS million 

yards. The total (juantity indented for up to dOth A[)ril, 11)4*1, was 283*76 
million yards. A statem<*nt showing the distribution, district by district, 
u]) to 3(Hli April, 11)44, is laid on the Table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) 0*77 million yards were sent up to ifOth November, 1!)43. The corres- 
ponding figure f?)r the period ending 3()th April, 11)44, is 1 *82 million yards. 

(d) I nion boards, municipalities, co-operative societies, .selected retail 
dealers, large employers. Standanl elotb was also s(dd to charitable institu- 
tions for free distribution. 

(c) Out of an allotment of 200*96 million yards made by the Textile 
Commissioner, 121-89 million yards remain to be supplied yet. 

Statemeni referred to in reply to Council Question No. 189. 

Quantity distributed 
up to 30th April, 


l^istricts, 1944. 

Figures are in 
million yards. 

1. Calcutta .. .. .. 13*75 

2. Howrah . . , . . . 1*72 

3. Hooghly .. .. .. 1-76 

4. 24-Pargana8 .. .. .. 2*57 

6, Dacca .. .. .. 2-74 

6. Mymensingh .. .. 4*68 

7. Tippera ,, .. .. 2*50 

8. Noakhaii .. .. .. 1 17 
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Quantity di«tribaied 
up to 30th April. 

Distriote. 1944. 

Fiffipes are in 
million yards. 

9. Faridpur . . . . . . 1-78 

10. Chittagong . . . . . . 1-82 

11 . Chittagong Hill Tracta . . . . 0*17 

12 . Bakarganj .. .. .. 208 

13. Rangpur .. .. 2*11 

14. Dinajpur .. .. 0*78 

16. Bogra . . . . 0 *67 

16. Jalpaiguri .. 0*66 

17. Darjeeling ., 0*10 

18. llajahahi .. .. .. 1*46 

19. Malda .. .. 0*74 

20. Pabna .. .. 0*96 

21. Nadia . . . . . . 0*78 

22. Murrthidalmd .. .. 0*70 

23. Midnapore , . . . . . 1*97 

24. Bankura . . 1*20 

26, Khulna .. .. 0*97 

26. JesHore .. .. .. 0*74 

27. Burdwan 0-90 

28. Birbhum .. .. 0*38 


Failure of crop in the Cental subdivision. 

190. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the (Hvil Supplies Department be pleased to state if 
liis attention has l>een drawn to the fact that in the Ckmtai subdivision in 
the district of MidriaiK)re, there has lK?en failure of crops in the flood-affected 
area inundated by Kalighai and Subarnarekha floods with the result that the 
total paddy output of the subdivision will not meet its requirements P 

(b) If 60 , w-ill ho bo pleased to state if he intends to stop export of paddy 
from the subdivision ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. B. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes. 

(b) It is not proposed to stop exports of paddy from th^ $ubdivi$ion. 
Exports from the district are already banned except under [permits granted 
by this department. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state why exports will not be stopped so that the output of 
paddy in the subdivision may meet its requirements? 

The Hofi'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: It is administrative area 
and not a geographical area. Consequently, it is not possihio to stop 
eznort of naddv from the subdivision. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hou Me Minister 

take steps so that the subdivision may not be affected for want of paddy 
crops H 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Steps have already been 
taken urul storks have been built up in Contai and in 28 different places. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the stock sufficient for meeting the 
requirements of the population of the suJi>division r* 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That is the purpose of the 
stock. 


Rationing in Barraokporo. 

191. Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN: (a) Will the Eou'ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Deinirtment be pleased to state when rationing 
will he introduced in the llarrackpore sulKlivision of 24-Parganas? 

(b) Have Mhr)pkeopers for the supply of rations been selected?' 

(c) If 80 , what is the percentage of Muslim shopkeepers 8(» selected P 

(d) If not, do the (Tovernment propose to fix the percentage of Muslim 
■hopkeefiers at 50 P 

(e) If the reply to part (b) he in the negatiNo. on what, Isisis or principles 
will ilie shopkeepers 1 k‘ selected ? 

Tho Hon'hio Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY • (a) llatiouing has already com- 
menced ill tin* area with effeet fr<uu tlie 1st May. 1^44. 

(/n Yes. 

(c) 11 per cent. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

Mr. LATAFAT HolSAIN: With reference to^aiisvNer ir), will the 
Hon’hlc Minister he phased to state why a veiN snoili luiniher of Muslim 
shofikeepers iia\c oeen selrciedP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: K is j>os<ihly due to the fact 
that there has lieen paucity of Muslim shopkeepers in that area an<l possibly 
it is also due to the fact that the selei ting agenides were not well disposed 
tow’ards the Muslims. 

Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAiN: Is it not a iacl that the Muhammadaii 
shopkeepers were not invited at the time of tlie stdection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not think, Sir, that 
invitations were issued to any elass of shopkeepers either Hindu or Muslim. 
So far as I remember, certain local authiritios were asked to send a list of 
names of tlie shopkeepers to the selecting authority, t.e., the Deputy 
Controller of that area, and it is from that list that the Deputy Controller 
has made a selection. 

Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAIN: l.s it not a fact that the officers who sub- 
mitted the list of names omitted the names of Muhammadan shopkeepers 
at the time of preparing the list? 

Th© Hotl*bl9 Mr. Hi 8. SUHRAWARDY: Does the honourable member 
mean to say that the persons who sent up the names of the shopkeepers were 
affected by communal bias and consequently they did not send the namea of 
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the Muhammadau shopkeepers? If he wants to say that, then it is much 
more than I can say, Sir. 

Exqivtttoci of rivor Dakatii. 

192. Mr. MUHAMMAD HABI9ULLAH CHOWDHURYs Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state wliether any representation has l>een rooeivetl by the 
Government from the people of Kaipura thana of Noakhali, for the excavation 
of the river Dakatia? If so, what action has been taken by the Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on bohitf of 
the Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department the 
Hon'blo Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): T1h> information wanted is being 
collected and will be ‘supplied as soon as available. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the llon’ble Minister please etaie 
whether any representation was received by Government from the Kaipura 
thana of Noakhali for the purpose t»f exravaling the river Dakatia? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: A represontation bus been roteived by the Depart- 
ment of the llon’bb* Minist<'r but not by bint personally. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact 

that some of the Ministers gave an ussurance to the people that the khal 
would be excavated in the near future? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I am not aware. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: When was (he re]>reHeuta(i(iD received K 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 want notice, 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, may I know wdiy the 
Hon’ble Mr, Pain is not present in bis pla<*e in the House today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a <juesti<»n that arises out of this 
question. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE. I liskisl that (juc*slion because the 
question is one which is to he answered hy that Minister, 

Relief staff at Rajbari. 

193. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY (on l^half of Dr. Kumud 
Sankar Ray): Will the JIonTile Minister in ebarge of the ltt‘venu(‘ Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Communal Ratio Rules were maintained in app/)iiiting the 

relief staff at Rajbari; if not, why not ; 

(b) if the Government sanction was obtained for making these appoint- 

ments ; 

(c) if these appointments were made after due advertisements in 

newspapers ; 

(d) if any of the original appointments have been rescinded; and 

(e) if so, bow many and on what grounds? 

MINISTER in cliargc of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT, (the Hofi'blc 
Mr. T«rak Nath Mukerjag): (a) The eommunaJ ratio was maintflined in 
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appointini^ the general clerical and menial staff but not in the case of camp 
hospital and workhouse staff. It was not possible to maintain the communal 
ratio in the appointment of medical staff for dearth of suitable candidates 
with the requisite technical knowledge. In the case of workhouse staff 
prefereme had to he given to persons having the nece.ssary educational 
qualification and special fitnesa for the posts. 

{b) Sanction of Government was accorded in some cases to the creation 
of the posts, actual appointment being made by the Collector. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

(c) Appointments of three nurses were set aside in order to maintain the 
communal ratio. 

Mft NARE8H NATH MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
•ay if these three nurses were Hindus, Muhammadans or Christians? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: I want notice: lam 
not sure. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
•ay whether efficiency has been impaired by this decision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: No, Sir; information 
goes to show that efficiency has not been impaired. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Questions over. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I gave notice of certain 
questions in coniuM'tion with the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You gave notice ? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir, 1 gave notice of 
certain questions in connection with the Bengal Agricultuial Income-tax 
Bill, and I think it would be very convenient if an.swcrs to these questions 
were given before the Bill is taken up. In the circumstances, may I pray 
that the questions may be treated as short-notice ([uestions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those (jnestions are with me at present and I sun 
considering their admi.ssihility. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, then' is an adjournment motion 
standing in my name. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: In my name also, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: There is an adjournment motion standing 
in my nainc also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The first adjournment motion stands 
in the name of Mr. Ilaridas Mazumdar. But in view' of the fact that the 
subject-matter of the motion is at present under adjudication of a court of 
law, it cannot be dis«*ussed here. So, that, motion does not arise. The next 
motion standing in Mr. Das’ name is also on the same subject. So, on the 
tame ground it cannot also be moved. The third and the fourth motiont, 
•tending in the name.s of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar and Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee respectively, are also on the same subject and cannot similarly 
t>e moved. The last motion is that of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, which runa 
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M follows: — That this Council do adjourn its buainoss to disc«iaa a doOnita 
matter of urjrent public importance, namely, the failure of the Ooirammimt 
to build up and maintain an adequate supply of rice to make an iqnitabla 
distribution of the same at controlled price to the population in the de&dtt 
areas of the South-Eastern coastal districts of Bentral whore the price of ricn 
has gone skyhigh as evidenced, besides other informations of quite recent 
time, by the Calcutta GazetU of 15th June. ltM4, resulting in a %’ery serious 
situation so much so that most peojde generally arc in great distress and 
misery and in fact starving. 

I have considered this matter and in view of the fact that the grievance 
is a continuous one and that it ia supported by the price-list given in the 
Calcutta Gazette of la.st week, T give my <*onsent to it. Is there any 
objection ? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ilon’hlc im inbcrs who are in siqiport of the motion 
please rise in their seats. (Members of Opposition rose in their seats.) 
Thirteen niombers have risen: eimse<pienlly Mr. Das has the leave of the 
House to move his motion. 1 suggest that w'c take it up immediately. Is 
there any ohjectiony (There was no (dejection. I I may remind that under 
the Rules the mover will have 1?0 minutes to speak and the IToirhle Minister 
20 minutes to reply and 10 minutes for euc‘h other member w-ho w'ishes to 
speak on this motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to mov«‘: that this (^ouncil do 
adjourn its bn^imvis to (liscii>*s n definite inattiT of urgioit pnblie importance, 
namely, the tailun' of the ( to\ to nmeiit to build uj) aud maintain an adequate 
8Up[>ly of ri(M‘ to make an equilabh* distribution of the same at eoutrollod 
price to the poimlation in tlie delicit areas of the South-Eastern coastal 
distriet.s of Bengal wliere tl»e jirice of rice has gone sky-high as evidenced, 
besides titlier information of 

Sir, a comjilaccnt mooii has been maintained by the TTon’hlc Minister 
in charge ()f Tivil Supply .since his assumption of office and that complacency 
still persists. T lierc was a time immediately after the assumption of his 
office w'hcn he declared that there was sufficient rice in Bengal to meet the 
situation la<t year. He maintained that complacency for quite long. We 
persisted in saying that the situation was worse and we raised such a row 
that our voice was heard from all parts of the world -not only from 
paits of India, hut frcirn differ<.*nt parts of the world. Eater on, 
the Hon'hle Minister admitted that famine condition existed; and although 
we moved that famim* should he declared in Bengal, the rrovernment 
refused to declare famine hut only admitted that famine conditions existed 
in some parts of the province. That was another indication of the com- 
placent mood on the part of the Hon’hle Minister w'hile Bengal was 
Buffering from famine. This year at least, bounteous Nature has dowered 
Bengal with bumper crop and we had hoped that we would he able to 
tide over the difficulty at least for a year, 

W e are in the middle of the year and w^e are not yet out of the wood. 
Many feel that the remaining six months are difficult months and that food 
difficulties may reappear in certain districts of Bengal, particularly in 
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Oliittagong, Cox*8 Bazar and Noakbali. From tfee estimates prepared by 
the experts it was understood that due to the bumper crop of last year 
there should not be any difficulty to meet the requirements of the people. 
It is quite clear, therefore, to me at least, as I will presently show, that 
the Government has failed to make ade(Hiate procurement of rice 
in Bengal and to stock them up in deficit areas, ^o that when necessary the 
stocks might be distributed among the population according to their needs. 
It will be said on the (lovernment side by th<‘ Uf»n‘ble Minister that suffi- 
cient stock of rice has been ])urchased by (foverninent and kept in different 
parts of Bengal. Again, tliere is the (|uestion of transport of rice from one 
placT to another. If transport is not in the hands of the Provincial (irovern- 
ment, by foretli(»ught and proper action Iroiii the very beginning of the 
crop-harvesting, arrangements should have been made to transport rice from 
the surplus areas to deficit areas in such large (juantilies as to meet the dire 
necessities of the jieople at any time of the year. In Cox's Bazar, the price 
of rice is 12 chittaks per rupee, ft is awful! (In Noakhali side, rice is 
selling at Ks. 20 per iiiaund and above, as will aj>pcar from the Cahuttu 
Oazetiv of ]r)th June, 1044. In Chittagong Sadar, rice is selling 1 seer 2 
chhittaks per rupee. If this is the situation, we want to know what the 

Government was doing so long. It is not that the situation developed 

suddcmly. It will appear from the (iaztOte that tin* situation has been 
steadily dett‘riorating from the first half of April. 1044. X»)w, we are in 

the middle of June. Our information is that the situation has not 
improved. Acute distress is prevailing tln*re. There is c^! 1 tr^)l of tlie price 
of rice but (iovernment cannot enforce th(‘ control j)rice. Kice is" being sold 
at such a high price that it is not ])ossible for i»rdinar\ i>eoph‘ to purchase 
rice even when it is available. It has been argued tht»t be<‘ause of the 
high<*r w'ages paid by the wnir industries In that locality, lahourers are in a 
position to purcliase rice. I say, Sir, that is a myth. The lahourers get 
at best Ks. 2 ])er <liem while tlie jirice ot ri<‘e has gone over Hs. 40 per 
mauud. If that is the situation, one can eu.sily coiic<'iv<‘ how’ matters are 
faring there. We have also received reports to tihe effect that hunger has 
driven many feinale,s to take to a lif<‘ of shame and their numher is not 

small. The numher can In* counted 1)\ thousands. It is di^giiocful say 

the least. I want to know wliat pedicx the (iovernment is pursuing in this 
matter. It is necessary that their policy slionld ho known. Is it to the effect 
that there slumld he piupetual stringency in the acquirement oi foodstuffs 
in districts which are near the war zone with a view to force tffc people to 
become recruits in the army or lahourers or to lielp the wnir efforts in 
different ways?' Or is it that tihe jmlicy of Government to supply rice to 
the ]»eople has beim much liampcred for lack of proper facilities of the 
movement of rice from one part of the country to another? We w'ant to 
know what jnduy (jovernmeiit are following. In April and May, the 
Valcuti€i Gnzette showed that the jirice of rice in the .south-eastern coastal 
districts of Bengal went uj> hy over R.s. dO and in some places over Rs. 40 
per maund, I do not know' what tlie Government were doing all these 
days. Why there should l>e still inailequacy in the matter of supplj^ of rice 
in these parts of Bengal? 1 w'ould invite the attention of the Hon^ble 
Minister of Civil Supplies to the Calcutta Gazette of June 1. The prices 
ruled sky-high in *\pril and May, and we are now in the middle of June. 
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Wliat explanation can be given by the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplioa 
for continuation of such high prices? 

It is surprising* Sir, that although these are sea-side coastal distriota^ 
the people tfcere cannot get even salt at controlled price, at the pricse at 
which we are purchasing salt in Calcutta or at the price the salt is available 
in other parts of the province* 

Now, Sir, as regards war effort, Noakhali and Chittagong have supplied 
a large number ol j^eamon to the Navy and they are reported to be doing 
splendid work; and a*' regartls labour force, these two districts have supplied 
a very large number of labourer^ wbo are helping the w'ar efforts consi- 
derably. Now, Sir, tihe familhs and the kith and kin of lhc.se people w*ho 
have been left behind in their homes are .starving. Instances are m»t rare 
where they have been (Oin]>ellcil to leave their owti localities and ffy else- 
where in search of food. These are the condition of the families of absentee 
labourers and otlier poor i»eople. Sir, the condition of the middle-class 
hhndralog jxople can better lie imagined than described. The male inembera 
of these families have been coiinndled to come to Calcutta and other placea 
for earning their liveliliood . lUit owing to the high price of foodstuffs in 
their home district.^, w'hat«‘vcr the\ send to llu ir families is scarcely 
fiufticient to proeiire tliem food and the result is that their family meniherH 
are starving. 

Then* is another class ol people who are very liard hit, namely, the 
teachers. The eondilion (d teachers is horrible, so inneh so that tlH‘y have 
been reduced to a v<‘rv indigent condition and their family members are 
also starving. I'liis is the siiuution. Sir. in Noakhali as well us in Chitta- 
gong and (’(»x‘s Bu/ar. 

I wonder, Sir, w1j\ nlief should be so late in arriving at those places. 
It may be said h> tin* ilon'hle Minister that tlie ('ivil Supplies Department 
had no information of this sort regarding the priet* of ri«e ami that their 
in form at ion is different; hut we shall have to rely upon the statement that 
has appeared in the (utzcttv and that statement cannot he brushed 

aside — althougli our information is something different from that stat-ement. 
The real facts have not appeared even in the (\ilru1Ui Gazette. What 
appears ther<'in is tliat the price is stjmewhere over Rs. 40 j«*r maund and 
somewhere below, hut over Its. 00, in Noakhali, (Oiilingtuig and Sadar, but 
our inlonnation is that it has r«*ached the lev(*l of Rs. oti. There is 
anotlier difficult} , Sir. ^^’hen communications ar<* sent from those parts 
of the coastal distrii ts, tlicy liardly rcaidi the atldre.ssees or even if they do 
reach at all, the\ reach very late ami that after being <*ensorcd. Wlien 
8U(’h facts arc kmewn they arc rerjuired to hi* ventilated and sent to the 
Pres.s, so that others may know uml so that there may he lonjoint efforts 
on tlie part of the public to emne to tin* rescue ol the suffering p(»ople. But 
w'hen this information sent to the Press and it is expectantly looked to 
to appear next morning in the Press, we find mi mention of the.se 
corre.spfmdenrns or the.se news-items or anything of the sort in the news- 
papers. We do nc)t know what happens to them; it may he that they are 
censored by the Pre.ss Advisor as a thing whiih sliouhl not he foihlislied. 
The only opportunity, therefcj^e, that we get is to move an adjourn ment 
motion in the liCgislature and that is the nnl}- opportunity that we have 
got to ventilate the grievance.s of those people so that redress may reac 



them a» early as possible. With these words, T move my motion and 
commend it to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr, PRE8IDEMT: Motion moved: that this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the failure of the Government to build up and maintain an adequate supply 
of rice to make an equitable distribution of the same at controlled price to 
the population in the deficit areas of the south-eastern coastal districts of 
Bengal where the price of rice has gone sky-high as evidenced, besides other 
informations of quite recent time, by the Calcutta Gazette of 15th June, 
1944, resulting in a very serious situation so much so that most people 
generally are in great distress and misery and in fact starving. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the 
adjournment motion that has been moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das, in connection with the food situation in the Chittagong district town 
and its subdivisions. Sir, it is surprising to note that in spite of numerous 
actions taken by the Government under the Defence of India Rules 
prohibiting the public from entering into the rice trade and notifications 
issued under the Defence of India Rules under which the TIon’ble Minister 
for Civil Supplies lias sought to fix the price of rice to a certain figure in 
the district, we find that in the week ending 15th June the price of rice 
in Chittagong has risen up to the figure of Rs, GO a maund, the ofiicial 
figure as j)ublished in the Gazette being a little lower. 

Sir, I would like the Hon’ble Minister of Civil Supply to answer why, 
since rice is selling at a price varying between 1‘J and IJ rupees in the 
district of Dirmjpur, no arrangements were made in time to transport rice 
to Chittagong side and again if suHicdent stocks are availabh' from the rice 
purcliased by the agents of Government and are now in the possession of 
(iovernment, as is admitted hy the ITon'ble Minister — why these stocks of 
rice could not be sent in time so that the price of ri<‘e in Chittagong would 
be the same as in the other districts? The normal trade channel has 
been completely blocked and Government have pra»‘tically taken the control 
of the entire rice trade in Bengal. If that is so, it is the duty of the 
Government to see that the price is maintained all over Bengal on the 
same level or slightly different on accoxint of the difference in the cost 
of transmission. Now*, Sir, the position is that no rice is available in 
Chittagong while there is plenty of rice in other districts — for instance in 
Dinnjpore. Who is respnu.sible for this shortage? Why was it not anti- 
cipated that due to w'ant of transport facilities it w’ould not be possible for 
the Hon’ble Minister to keep sufficient stocks in Chittagong? Why did 
he not anticipate this and so organise the trade channel and the local 
traders that they might have been able to bring suflficient stocks of rice 
in time for the consumption of the people? The position is that we have 
been informed that nf>t only the price of rice is very high in Chittagong 
but that even at a high price it is not available and that the people there 
are starving for want of foodstuff. As a matter of fart, we have been 
informed, and it is a matter of shame for the present administration that 
about 30, (KH) w'omen of middle-class families have been brought down to 
Calcutta for the purpose of prostitution — simply because these unfortunate 
women could not make their living in Chittagong. We have been further 
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informed that a regular trade u being carried on with these women in 
Calcutta and that numerous b>x>thels have been started for their accommo- 
dation. Sir, my friend Mr. Xur Ahmed sponsored a Bill for the suppres- 
sion of brothels and that Bill was referred to a Select Committe«* and when 
we pressed that the Select (^ommittee Report should be published imme- 
diately so that steps might be taken for the suppression of this trade, the 
matter was adjourned and it has not been allowed to be brought in again. 
I submit that it is a shame for the p.Ksent administration that they could 
not supply rice and other foodstuff-, could not take steps for the purpose 
of keeping a stock of foodstulfs for the people of (^hittugong so that they 
may not be in want and they may not be compelled to leave the district of 
Chittagong and come out to (\ilcutta for the purpose of making (heir living. 

I do not think it necessary to dilute on this point. With these words, I 
support the motion of my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr, I resident, Sir, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. Presulent, Sir, may 1 say a few words 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Nur Ahmed, I have already called upon the 
Hon’ble Minister to reply. 1 waited for some time but you did not get up. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. I th ought that oth«*r members of tin* Opposition 
would speak and that is why 1 was waiting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: llo^^ «'ver, us YOU ladnng to the (iovt‘riunent party 
and as no other inembor «»f the (iovernment party has spoken, 1 allow you 
to speak. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. 1 wish to say a few' w'ords in connei^tion with 
the adjournment motion which is under consideration. I have come buck 
from (Miittagong v(‘r\ r<(entl>. I tried to gather nnil tacts regarding the 
condition prevailing in Chittagong w'hib‘ 1 w'as there. 

V As reifurds the jiricc of rice, 1 found that in three thanas. namely, in 
Falikclian, Mirsari and Ban.-khali, the riee was selling at IJ to 2 seers 
a rupee. In other thanas, riee is at present selling at 1-4 ehittaks per 
rupee* an<i with the apjiroaidi of monsoon in some of the* thanas the price 
is going up, naiio*ly, the ri(‘e i.s selling 1 seer per rupee. Sir, it is not 
a fact that rice !*> not available. Uiee is available in the blaek market, 
and not in the oiien market. 'Che r(*ason is that tlu. jieople ve*ry much fear 
to bring ri<'c lor sale* in the market for f<*ar of the hahshis system of the 
police. 

Then, Sir, in Chittagong tow'n the rationing system has been fully 
introduced and it is w’orking there very satisfactorily. Th(*re is no 
complaint about ttie rationing there. The Distriit Magistrate has made 
excellent arrangements, so much so that even guests and ])eople who go 
to Chittagong tor a short period get their ration cards within a few hours 
of their arrival. Only vegetables are selling at abnormally higher prices. 
Wheat and fit her things are there in sufficient quantities. Rationing 
system ha.s been introduced in suburban area.s to the extent of 2o per cent., 
i.e., in Double Moorings and in Panehailish. It is true that the ])oor and 
the middle-fdass people are in real difficulty in the rural areas. Work- 
houses have been opened in Chittagfuig and the District Magistrate controls 
these workhouses. At present there are 31 workhouses, which 1 think is very 
insufBcient. Government have fi43 free kitchens in Chittagong in 1943; 
in their placa^ there are only 31 workhouses. 
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Then as regards arrangement for medical treatment, it is not adequate 
in Chittagong. During my Tisit there 1 have not found a single smiling 
face. About 70 per cent, of them are suffering from malaria. I must 
thank the llon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies for I always found 
him very sympathetic towards the Kituation in Chittagong. My experience 
of the previous Ministry tells me that this was not so during their time. 
At that time (Uiittagong was very hard hit and in spite of inv efforts I 
could not sucfeed in getting supplies sent to Chittagong. 

In February, 10 til, I got from iny son a letter saying that the price 
of rice was rising rapidl\. I did not believe it, because I myself had 
purchased rice at Ks. ].‘l a maund only a few days ago. Again, after 15 days 
I got another letter from my son informi?ig me that rice was selling at 
Its. 40 a maund. I did not believe even this; hut subsequently I had to 
believe it, I drew the attention of ihe past Ministry to this state of affairs 
in (Oiittagong hut they did not send any supplies there. But with the 
advent of the pre'^erit Ministry, the (iovernment sent some supplies to 
Chittagong. 

As regards the pre.sent situation in Chittagong. I find that the District 
Magistrate is jiersonally in.sjKM’ting evi'ry emtiM* of relief, (iovernment 
have opened some eontrcdled shoi>s in the mufassil area and one of the 
features of rationing in Chittagong is that (iovernment have fully utilised 
the normal trad(‘ agency. There is m) (iov4*rnment-owned shoj). All shops 
of ordinary Hhoi)keepers have been employed by (lovernnuuit for selling 
foodstuffs at controlled pri<‘e. Some of these shopket*]>ers resort to mal- 
practice, hi'cause some of the Suh-f nsj)eetors whom (iovernment have 
employed to inspect these control shops and who draw Hs, 75 a month 
as salary extort moneys as bribes from t!:(‘.sc shopkeepers. One of my^ 
relations who [»api)4‘ns to own such a control shoj) lias said to me that ht» has 
got to pay hrihe every month to the Sub-Ins}>ect(»r. I told the District 
Magistrate ahout this fa(‘t. He assured me that lu' would pay a personal 
visit to such sho])s in ordiT to fin<l out such cases of malj>ractice. I must 
thank him for the «‘ncrgy and the activity that he is showing for the good 
of the iieoph" of ('hittagong, 

1 did not receive any information about the <Icalh of people due to starva- 
tion. Of eoiirs(*, the vitality of the people has been loweretl owing to under- 
nourishment. 1 fear that if Chittagong is not t)rganised more fully on the 
famine basis, then with the advent of the coming monsoon there may occur 
deaths dm* to disease and starvation. Therefore, 1 appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister, whom we thank for all the help that he Las rendered, to take steps 
in this direction. The District Magistrate of (’hittagong told me that he 
had some stocks at his disjmsal. Hut I told him to augment his stock by 
50 per cent. 

I opj>ose the motion on the ground that the facts have been 
exaggerated as regards (^hittagong. I have tried to give a correct state- 
ment of the fai'ts as 1 have seen and us I have been able to gather from the 
people 4>f (’hittagong. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, I think it 
ia an extremely unfair indictment on the part of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that 
as regards Chittagong or us regards the general food situation in the province 
I am in a complacent mood. Sir, 1 realise the difficulties of Chittagong. 



1944 .] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1949 


I will liot iu the course of this debate embark upon what I consider are the 
difficulties of the province as a whole or how we arc attempting to meet 
them. 1 feel, Sir, speaking shortly, that this province will never be out 
of the woods. It is a deti('it jirovince as every one know.s and it will be our 
constant duty to keep a watch. on the situation and to make the best of the 
difficulties with wliiidi we are e»)nfront.e<^. The po!ie\ of procureinent and 
of feeding the deficit areas on w!n< ii we have embarkt'd has -I think it 
must be admitted even l)> honourable members of the (lppt»sition -proved 
to be somewhat of a success, — far better than we had hoped for. The price 
of foodgrains is fairly low in most parts of Bengal -~so much so that from 
certain sections theie is ulrt'ads a ery for the fixation of a minitnum price. 
We have endeavoured to bring down the pi ice of foodgrains as well as the 
price of other commodities wliich the agriculturist has to purchase. The 
price of neither has come down to an ex lent which we ran regard with 
complacency. Consequently, we shall always have to be lUi the watch. 

As regards Chittagong itself, one must reuli.se that it is a forward area 
in very close proximity to the war zone. It is perliaps rather didieult for 
honourable members here to realise what that means. It means that the 
entire movement to that place is dislo(*ale<l. It lueans that storage is dis- 
located; it means tlial distribution and movement within the district is 
dislocated. It means too that labour is diverted to other channels; it ineaim 
that arable lands havt- to he giNcn up for nnlita!\> jiurposes. It also means, 
as honourable iiicmhci^ kuoa . that boats which used to form a very imi»ort- 
ant asset of a Chittagonian are iio hmgi'r a\ailable. He is not able to carry 
on business, to mo\»* foodgrsm*^ or in tish uml one of his most lucrative 
methods of <*arning, namely, through drs tish. has l)e«*n deniiul to him. 
These diflii ultii's an* tio rc and uc greatly s\mpathis«‘ w itli them. We have 
trii'd our best to iiio\c tcMKigiains on to lliat area. The Military have 
placed certain si)a'‘c al oiir fiinposal and we liave utilisiMl it to tin* full. 
We tried to loo.igrairis from Uinajpur !>> the im‘tre-gauge line but 

we do not know what ha^ Itappcned to tlic wagons (Mr. llUMAVl^N 

Kaiuk: Since what timer') Some time back, and 1 lielieve they are still 

on tin- wa^ 'I'iicN do not re.ich in time. Hut in sjiiie of that we have 
built up a >iiHicicm \ ol storks. in '.pile of these difliculties, in (’hitta- 

gung it^cll there is a sufticieiicy of stocks to enablt* the District 

Magi^tiatr to laiioo tin urban area liundred per cent., to rut ion per 

cent, of tin- sohuilmn area and to ration 10 jier cent, of the rural area. 
He •tmsideis that then* is a subinergcii section ol the population, --that 
would be about 10 j»er cent, who need special j»rutection. TIktc are many 
others who are earning more than they have earned ever before. I do not 
deny that the rise in pric e s has hurl a sim tion of the people. But if one 
considers tlie rise lu the income as well, it wdll be seen that the rise in 

prices has not hurt .such a large section of the people as would normally 

have been affected. Sir, would Mr. Humayuii Kabir cease from moving 

about the House ^ It is impossible for me to concentraU; my thoughts 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am surprised to find that it has attnn-fed 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There ahould not be so mucb movement ia *h# 
House. 
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The HOfl’Iito Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: As 1 was going to say, Sir, 
there has been an increase in the income also. It is not merely a few 
contractors in Chittagong and Noakhali who are makfhg money. All the 
money that is being spent by the military in that area — and that money is 
considerable — is being received by the general people, there. Now, for 
instance, if a villager is able to get Rs. 10-8 for a fowl, he will certainly 
have a much larger purchasing power than he had before. It is true that 
every villager has not got fowls. It is true too that the number of fowls 
is not unlimited. But at the same time, when fowls fetch this price and 
eggs are fetching annas two each, it means that there is more money in the 
hanfls of the villager for him to spend. Therefore, the economic price of 
foodgrains must rise — there can be no question about it. It must rise — 
it is a phenom<;non wdiich must occur. If it did not occur, the entire 
system of economics would he falsified. For that reason, you must realise, 
the rise in prices in that area has not brought about that general disloca- 
tion and that general distress which it would have brought about under 
similar conditions in normal times. There has been local inflation and 
the local inflation is reflected in the prices of commodities. 

Now, Sir, what we propose doing is this : apart from the general orders 
which we have passed to ration Chittagong district as a whole, we are, as 
an immediate target, making preparations to ration 50 per cent, of the 
population. 1 have suggested that 10 per cent, of the population who are 
very ])oor may be given rations up to 3A seers per week ; so far as others 
are concerned, I am rationing them at the rate of 2 seers per head per 
week, subject to that as the su])i)lies of foodgrains increase, th(*ir supplies 
will also be increased. 

Now, Sir, there are certain indications which make us feel that the 
distress is not so considerable as my friends would like to make out or as 
the figures would indicate, (iruel kitchens, as Ihe honourable members 
probablj' all know, have been closet! down because the attendance in them 
declined. We have opened w'orkhouses and all arrangements are in 
existence to operate them. 

Now, Sir, if there were distress - actual and great distress in that area, — 
there cun he no denying that the people would have gone to the workhouses 
for succour; hut the w’orkhouses are empty. 1 agree that there is a certain 
section of pardanashiri ladies who cannot go there so also the hhadralog 
classes. It is true there is that section and we are making efforts to cater 
to their needs; but the workhouse is an indication of general distress. If 
people dt> not go to the workhouse, it is not open to any one to say that 
there is very great (distress and people are tiying all over the place. When 
we have opened an avenue for them for suhsistenee and given them 
facilities W’here they can find food and shelter, it is quite clear that if 
they do not take advantage of those facilities it is due to the fact that 
they are not in distress, at least for the time being. 

Then, there is another foodgrain which was largely utilised during the 
distress period and wdiich has come to the help of the people of Bengal in 
many places; 1 am referring to bojni, 1 have sent plenty of hajra to that 
area. Now, unfortunately members belonging to the hluidralog class, from 
which most of my honourable friends come here, have been making a joke 
Qjit of hajra. They have created an atmosphere that hajra is not good for the 



1944.1 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1051 


people, with the result that a prejudice ha« arisen against it to the detriment 
of the poor. The poor have suffered, I definitely assert, for the jokes 
of the honourable members in this House and outside. They have got 
money and can buy foodgrains such as rice, wheat, atta and so can afford tp 
deride hajra; but there is a section the poor that cannot afford to buy 
rice, w^heat or atUi. They cun buy hujm but ns they think that hajni will 
give them pain in the stomach, they do not buy it. In many plai'es through- 
out Bengal hnjra has saved the people and there is a demand f(»r it even 
now. On this occasion we have sent hnjra to Tangail where its efficacy 
has been much appreciated. We have sold hajm in large tjuantities in 
Manikganj. In Ohittagong wa* are selling hajrn at Us. 4-tS per maund 
which is less than our procurement price. This f ijra is sidling at Us. 7 
per maund in other part.s of India or even at a higher pri(*e than that; 
but in order that the poor people in Bengal may take advantage of this 
cheap foodgrain, we are .celling it at Us. 4 per maund. You kn(»w^ Sir, 
that so far as paddy is coiKerneil, the riee prodiieed is tw’o-thirds in weight; 
one-third is wasted in hnsk. Itut as far as hajra is coneerned, out of 
10 seers onl\ A seer is thrown away us husk and OA seers are available as 
food. It is a good fiKal and it is ]>alatahle. It lan he made into pit^ 
which our pe(»ple rcadil\ umicrstand . With fhat food available of wdiich 
we have sent plenty to ( ’Inltagorig, with that foorl availuhle for the poor, 
it is not possible for any oim' to say that people are dying of distress beeuuse 
they cannot purchase rice at Us. 40 per maund. We are also sending gram 
ther(‘ to bc‘ .sold at ( lieap rates, and gram is an artit le of food which can 
be of use to people in di.strcs.s. 'Fheir consumption is a sign by whi<di we 
can find to what c.\tt*nt people are in distress nr are not. There are the 
gruel kitchens, there are the workhouses and there arc* the iheap food- 
grains; hut if peo])le do not take advantage of them, I do not think, Sir, 
that their condition can be us bad us has been depicted. But apart from 
that, 1 feel it is our duty to assist people before they are brought down to 
the level of (listnvss. It is our duty to prcivide them wdth foodgrains as 
cheaply as we possibly can, and this duty we are discharging at the present 
moment. A propos of gruel kitchens, the District Magistrate has a lakh 
of maunds of ri<<* set apart entirely for the rtdief of distress, anil he has 
not permitted himself to toucli it for rationing purpose's. lie? has stocked 
the rice in various parts of (’hittagong and no sooner will distress appear, 
than this stock of rice will appear for use through the gruel kiU-hens. 
But apart from this, we liave got stocks in Chittagong itself and in Chou- 
muhani and in other sioi king jilac’es to the extent that storage is available. 
May I point out that while we are trying to send foodgrains to Chittagong 
there are no sufficient facilities for stocking the foodgrains even in that place, 
and therefore we have had to stock foodgrains outside the district ; hut we 
have made arrangement.s to move these foodgrains into (/hittagong as occa- 
sion will arise. Apart from this. Sir, we have made arrangements to scuid 
foodgrains rai Diimjpur through metre-gauge line ami Tistamukgliat and 
then by barges as w’ell as by the rail-route and also from Culciittn to 
Khulna by rail and then by barges. We hoj»e that when the rains 
we shall be able to send directly by boat from Dinajpur. In order to 
facilitate movement by river, the A»»erican Army has been gooii enough to 
place certain tugs and sea-mules and barges at our tiiBpoMAL These are 
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now being assembled. It will take some time to assemble them. But it is 
gratifying to note— -and I think, Sir, we ought to give due thanks to the 

American Army for having been good enough to place these at our disposal 

that these would facilitate our movement considerably and that is the reason 
why I can look forward with some hope to tackle the problem in future. 

I do not know whether it will interest the honourable^ members, but it is 
not merely to show that Chittagong has my sympathy but because 1 want to 
organize tiie movement of food-grains to Chittagong, the storage in ’ 
Chitagong, the distribution in Chittagong and the rationing in Chittagong 
under rny personal supervision that I propose to go down to Chittagong 
as soon liH the legislative work here frees me from it. I am most anxious 
to go Ihere 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8S That will be in the Pujas. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, I hope not. I will go 
much earlier: within the next four or five days, if possible. Arrange- 
ments have been made whi<b will, I am sure, bear fruit within the next 
fortnight. 

Already I have instructed that the stocks of f<H)(]grains that have been 
arranged for Cliittugong should he moved to Chittagong and he distributed 
there. 1 hope, therefore, that this stateirent of luiue will be found satis- 
factory by this House and by the people of Chittagong. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; May T speak a few words on 
the motion, Sir? 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Well, it is not the usual practice to allow' other 
Ministers ot (Jovernment to speak when the Minister in charge of the 
dejiartment concerneil has spoken. But if you want to speak as the Chief 
Minister on the goiuTul ]»olicy regarding the situation, 1 am piepared to 
make an exception in your ease. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Thank you, Sir. T would 
particularly request the lionouruhle memlxUN to b«‘ar in mind that so far as 
this (luestion of supplying foodgrains to (’hittagong is concerned, it is 
fraught with great dilliculty because we are in the midst of a war. 
Although with the help that we have received from the military 
authorities wi* have been able to a certain extent to improve our 
movements of foodstulf in the provinee us a whole, we are still at 
a great disadvantage so far as Chittagong is coneerned. The main 
route of supply, namely, the railway, is to a very large extent 
taken up w'ith supplying military stores and personnel. The other 
route, namely, the sea, that also, — praetically the major part of it, — 
is taken up by the military and it is only after very many representations 
that the military has given us a certain amount of tonnage space for carrying 
foodstuffs to Chittagong. It is not that we have not got enough foodgrains 
to send to Chittagong. By the grace of God we can flood that district 
w'ith foodgrains : we have got siitbcient stocks of foodgrains w ith us not only 
for the district of Chittagong, but also for Tipperali and Noakhali; but our 
ditiicultv is mainly of transport. We have been trying our utmost from 
the very beginning of the season to send as much as we can to these three 
districts, jiarticularly to (’hittagong; and all our efforts have been concen- 
trated on this one particular point, viz., how to dump foodstuffs into the 
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Chittagong district. Wc realise the diftic'ully in which the people of 
Chittagong are placed. But <luring war certain areas have to ptit up with 
a certain amount of hartl>hip. hecuuse uioler certain circumstances it heconies 
inevitable. AV e have taken >tep> to st‘e, as the Hon'hlc Minister for ('ivil 
Supplies has just no\\ explained, that people. parti('ularl> the poor [»e(»ple, 
are not starved, and tm thi^ purpo' ' we have built workhouses all over 
the di.strict. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Hii« iiittU,v, jilt'nsi' i* 

The Hom’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Woll. a ^<•l^ lar^;. nunilx r Ilf 
them : 1 l•alln^)t jfivi- m.u ilir i x.ict niiiiilior. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1(» inajoi wotkbouses and 1(1 

minor w orkhnn-.(.s. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: b as been just n<*w explained 

b\ tbe Civil Supplit‘s Ministoi. thcic ba\e been .Hpn'Ufl over tln‘ wbfdc of the 
distressed area lb ina |oi \v < •rk-hou>N<vs ami 4b mimu* \vork-h«»usi»s so that if 
theiM* is want, tlie\ can iheic ami ).;el emuigh to mainlain tinunselves. 
W e have taken ])re( ;nit mn th.b poopli* should not starve this \eai and we are 
confident tliat novvlieit' ifj Bengal there will be an> starvatifui. 'Fhere may 
la* liai'dshij). 1 am rvt Ji po paroil to admit that as far as pii nlmnislnit 
women Indongiii'^ to the p<H.i and m old i«-» b*.s,s are eom»'rtied . theie ina\ be 
eerlain antount ut piivaliou; but 1 am t'oiifident that ther(‘ will be m» 
starvation \A <’ liavt' aUd kept in leadiness airangements fm- gruel kilebens 
— — (Mr. Cam r C^v^mf^ l)\s Have sou given ordeis that no moitality 
figures should })<• pn Id i''iic<] i 'Fhat 1 say is ahsfduttdy itteorreel. 1 
flo not know how tlii> wtim'j^ in bu mat ion luis got eninmev. I am em|uir- 
ing into the mattm The onls tfos'vthle e\]damition ma> la* that vve are 
reorganising mu ••s -tern oi gi'tling information of mortulils figures. 
A flitleient agem \ iui' reeentls' hren introduee<| for eollef ting this infor- 
mation and that a*' <m’}i tlo* union boards have heen asked tiof to send (hest* 
repfirts. 4’hat mav be the oiil> e\jdanation for this rumour. 'I'he I'uhlir 
Health J )e p,i 1 1 men 1 lia> taken up this woik am! mortality figures ate now 
being eollei ted thrarngh the Sanit.irv Inspectors. \Ve are trying to orga- 
nise the matlnnery ot L’^efting fins information through a more reliable 
source tlian through the union boards wbieh use<l to get information ibrougb 
the chow k idars. It is nut a ta< | that we have given finlets to the union 
boanls not to s(*nd iiimtalit\ figures. Now. Sir, I am lhankiul for- the 
interjfM’t ion of Mr. Lalit Chamlra Das as his interjcelion ha.s etiabb'd im* 
to clear tme inemieet information which has gone ver\ mmh against 
(iovernnient ami for whi(‘h it was very ditbeult to find explanation and 
which ineideritall V gave ( oltnir to the iaet that we apprelu'nd a large number 
of rleallis wliieli we do not want to la* recorded. On the otlier haml, it is 
just the reverse. We bavr improved tbe system <d fditaining information 
reganling im»rtalit\. sf» that we nia\ be abb' to get more reliable sfatisties 
of inortalitN figures. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the destitutes dying in hospitals 
be taken as d(*aths from starvafion, if they die? 

The Hoffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: WVII. it depends on whether 

they die of atarvation or from diueaircs. If they die in hospital after being' 

121 
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admittofl as a starvation case, then that will be recorded as death from 
starvation. Hut if they die of any chronic*, disease or on account of other 
cauftcM, they will ho considered us death from diseases. It depeTids on what 
are the facts. I think the hosjiital authorities will he able to jjrive proper 
i(h‘a as to whether a i>f*rson dyin^ there is dying on account of disease or 
due to starvation. They are the experts and they are coinj»etent to say 
whether a ease of death th(‘re i-* due to starvatir>n or due to other causes. 

Now, Sir, as I was going to say, arrangements for reopening' the gruel 
kitchens arc* ready and, (lod forbid, if (‘onditiems grow worse, wi* will open 
them immediattdy. So that our second or third line of defence is ready for 
the p(*oj)l<* suffering from starvation. Last of all, I want t(» point <)ut that 
if within a f(*w da\s we have good rains we shall liave a good prospect (d 
itus crop, and the fond condition will certainly bt* imjcioved, and particularly 
relief from districts like Tippera and Noakhali wdl be made readily availalde 
to Cbillagong c'Ven at tbe jiresenf mom<*nt. You w ill realise. Sn , tiiat both 
in Tip])eia and Nf)akhali certain ciuantities of has bec*n grown. Culti- 
vators in thc'se areas naturally are wit}iln»lding their nnuin paddy but will 
release* tlieni if the\ an* fairly certain of their nus j»ad.\ . I'he ]»ros]U‘c( of 
nus paddy, s«i far as Cast Hengal is l•om•ern<*d, is fairl\ good, though this 
lack (d rain during tin* last t«*w days may have* giv«*n some came* for anxiet\. 
In some place-’, vve ha\c liad rains and we ho)M‘ to tide* ovei tlu* difficiiltx. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir. I shall be* very brief in m> r«*))ly. 
1 desire* to say a few words in to ilic Chi(*f Minisic'r's spcecli T<*g.ird- 

ing the recording of deaths of destitutes in hospitals. I do not know 
what li(* lias in his mind wh(*n lit* sa\> tliat tin* sanitary ins])eetors 
Imvt* been asked to furnisli tbt* number of deaths from starvation. I do 
not tliiiik tliat tlu* Clut*f Minisit'r has im]uovt*il tlie ]>osition. A d(*stitute 
may die in hos]>ital from sfarv'ation ami the* sanitary inspector may say tliat 
the (b'slitnte was siiiVenng trom some illness. The (iovernnient should 
issue a press note contradicting the m*ws tliat no ordt*r has bt'cn issued 
asking the union lioards not to ket*p rt*gisters oi deaths ilut* to starvation. 
Ev(*n if. say. ‘Job ])cople tlit*d from starvathm in any area, that will not be 
rectirded. So, in s])ite of the ('hief Minist(‘r’s explanation, 1 would rt'quest 
him to is,sue a press note on the point. 

I am sinecri'lx' thankful to the Ifon’ble Ministt*r for ('ivil Supplies for 
the assur.inet* that he woiibl visit Chittagt>ng soon and make all possible 
efl'orivs to it‘li('V(* tlo* distress of the people of Chittagong. In spite of all 
that Mr. Snhrawartlx has said, Sir. the income per capita of the people 
in tliat art'a is not at all satisfactory. T do not believe that the people over 
tht*n* havt* got mort* income due lo war. Some may have an increased 
income but their number can be counted on fingers^ ends. Last year the 
priet's of f(n»d articles were so high that it was not possible for the p<*ople 
to make both ends meet. It is so this year also in Chittagong. 

As regards gruel kitchens, last year’s experience show>s that food 
distributed by those kiteheiis brought diseases which ultimately l<*d to 
deaths of many destitutes. 

As for workhouses, I do say. Sir, that their number is too small. There 
are only 60 workhouses in a district 200 miles long. 
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With theM* wDrds, Sir, I move that my motion may be accepted by the 
House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir. Mr. Lalit ( humlra 
Das's 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIOUZZAMAN: On a point of order, Sir. 
May 1 know whetht'r iho Minister ha> a M*eond l i^^lit of ri*ply i' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'I'he Ilon'ho Minister < an n‘ply to tin* new points 
raised by the mover (d a niotiun. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. Mr. i.alit ( liandra Das .s 
enquiries are: if a di**'litnu* dies in hospital, how would tlu‘ deatli he 
elassitied. Now , Sn , tlu- Hon'hle the (’hief Mini'^ter lias replied to that 
in some measure, namel\. that it tin* tle'^tltule ilies in the hos[>itul due to 
starvation, that will In^ i la-'^iiuMl a^ death tine to starvation, hut if he <lies 
as a result ot an attuek ot ( holera or soim* other disease, (h‘alh will he 
elassifiiMl as death dut* to illm's^. 

The ileaths of ilesiitute‘< in hospitals havt‘ all alon^ Iummi classifiiMl as 
<leaths from slat vat ion (‘Ven if they have diet! fiom disea^t's. \W» do not 
want any idea to ^'^ei about that we wish to shitk or minimise tin* dillieulfies 
that are there ladon* us. 

Now. Sir, Mr. Das sa\s tloit a Press Note should issue to eontra<liet the 
rumours that an* ^oin^*- ahout that iiist i uel ions ha\t* heeii issued h\ tiovern- 
meiit to th(‘ etlect tluit no di’aths irom starvation shouhl he it‘eo!d»*<l by 
union hoards. Now, Sn, with \e?N ^*'ieat ies])eet 1 sa> that I do not tliink 
that any reasonahle man can evei make sueli an assertion. I {eel that the 
immmrahle nnunhei^ in this House are making this assertion for piditieal 
pui jiose. Hut no M a''Oiiiil>le man outside <'an possibly makt* an assertion 
that (io\enimeiit have issiumI iiist fan t ions to the elU'ct that ileaths from 

«tarvatjon shmild not he recorded. Deatlis from starvation ha\<* he<*n 
recoided. and will ((tiilinue to )>e leeoiah'd, it aiq\ such unhappily occur; 
and there is nowhcH‘ a single word theiadn to the elVe^ t that deaths from 
.starvation sliniild not he iee<ir<led. 1 su^y^'est that an\ Press Note issued 
h\ (he ( i (t\ cl n nieiit to (ounteraei sU(di a silly |0 o[>a;^*^a nda would make 
(lovernment look notv sill\ imleed. Y<»u eanmd l ireiilate alnuid rumourn 
and then ask t iovt-rnmeiil to issm* lorvNurd an\thin)^ tliat you lik«*, and you 
can ask lliat ( rovei iimeiii a Press Note to lamtiadiel it. Hut th<*re must he 
a eeitain amount of (•(immonsense, a eeitam amount (d reason heliind it 

hefori' (io\einmt*nt i.ssues a Dress N(»te 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIOUZZAMAN: Sii, will there 1 m* no time- 

limit tor the lIonTde Minister!'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The llon’hle Minister i.s subject to 
time-limit, and I am watching? it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Then, Sir, Mr. J)as has 

referred to the inadequacy of workliouses. Sir, how (*an person.s like 

Mr. Das who are not conversant with tin* affairs of ( 'hit la^on;^'- make that 
statement There are certain portions in (.’hittuKou^f which arc considered 
to he surplus areas and from whieh mov«‘ments Icj deficit areas are j>oMNibie. 
We have located stocks and hoards whi«li we have n*<jin’«t ioned, and this 
has created a certain ainoiint of disfuibauce amongst the rn hci i /asses 
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want tu on to their HiockN ari<l ilo not want to release them for the 

poor people?. The workliouse has eihviously iu>t In'en sturtej] in the surplus 
areas. If we leave out those areas, we do consider tliat the number of 
workh(jus(‘H and the sub'^idiarv woikhousov which have been set up by the 
District Mu^^istrate are (juit4‘ ^utlicieiit . Had there been only <»ne work- 
house, and p4‘(»j)le in <listresN <Ii<l not jro to tliat workhouse, that would be 
sutlicient to indicate that there was net distress. 

I !iav<‘ been in (‘onstant correspomlence witlj the Distjict Ma^ristrute of 
('hitta^’onjr, because I feel that tlie ditliculties f)i ( 'hitta^-onjr are much 
j^rf‘ut<T than the ditliculties in oth«‘r <listricts, and «‘onse«)Uent]y I took it 
upon myself to k»*ep a watcli on its .situation. And so far as tlie local dis- 
tri(;t oHicer can f^ive a f^uarantee, lie sa\s that he has mudt* most definite 
urranj»-e!nen4R ; and Mr. Stuart is not a persfin 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please confiiu* \<>urs<d} to tht* point, and do not 
refer to what the district officer has f.ruaranteed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 was talking about the 

workhouses, Sir, in which connection llu‘ district niaj.'jsi rate has f.,maranteed 
that lie had made definite arranj^’tunents and also that so tar as ( 'hit lagonj;;* 
is concerned, tlHoe will lx* no deaths from staivalion, il he can avoid it. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Onler, oi(b*r. Th(‘ (picsinui hefoie the House is: 
thul this Council do adj<»urn its liusimvss to discuss a definitt* mattiu' of 
urg'eiit public iiiiporlaiMM*, namel\. tin* tailurc of llie ( iovernineiit to liuild 
up and inaintaiii an adeiujate supt)l> of nee to make an ciujitable distribution 
of the same at controlled pri<(‘ to tin* population in the deficit art'as ol the 
Sout h- Kast(*rn coastal districts oi ltcn>ial wheir (1 h‘ ]>iicc ot i ic<‘ has {.•■one 
sk>hi^ii us evidencc(l, besides other iniormatioiis ot (luite iccent tnm‘, by 
the “('ulcutta (jazctte’‘ ot loth dune. Pt41. rcsultinjx in a vcr\ serious situa- 
tion so much so tliat most peoph* ^emoalK arc in ;:icat distri'ss ami inisiuy 
and in fact s^arvin^^ 

ddie ijin'stion hcin^^ put, a division was cjiallcnj.'cd ami taken with the 
fulltiw’inj^ result : -- 


AYES 18. 


■r. Altaf All. 

Mr. I. 0. Gliakravtrty. 

Mr. Kktrihtk AUm Okkwdhiiry. 

Mr. L. C. Oks. 

Mr. a. 0. Okttk. 

Mr. R. K. OkMa. 

Mr. M. R. dklkarik- 

Alkad] Rkaa lahadur tkkikk Makamoikd dan. 
Mr. Mamayan Z. A. Rakir. 


Ra) Rabadar B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. 0. Matamdar. 

Mr. N. N. Muktrji. 

Mr. B. C. Mukhtrji. 

Mr. R. Paickaudkuri. 

Rai. tihib 4. N. Rky. 

Mr. A. D. Ray. 

Mr. B. K. Raychaardhary. 

Rkan tahtk Maatvi Wakldasaamaa. 


NOES^ 21. 


Mr. Matkakaddin Ahmad. ^ 

Rhaa Bahib Pairdaddia Ahmad. 

Mr. Mar Ahmad. 

Rhaa Sahib Akdal Atli. 

Mr. D. L. Baraa. 

Mr. MaaJiiamall Obawdhary. 

Mr. Muhammad Nakibanak Qkawdbary. 

Mr.O.E.OIarka. 

Mr. 0. d. cakaa. 

Mra. R. D*Ratarla. 

Hra. L. P. Oatt 

Mr. PREklOENT: Order, order, 
motiou — 18; the iiiotiou — 21. 


Tbt Haa'bit Rhaa Bakadar t. M. Hatain. 

Mr. Latafat Hawala. 

Mr. Mabamad Nataaia. 

Hr. W. B. S. Laidlaw. 

Mr. Akdal LatiR. 

Rhaa Sahib SakM AH Rtollah. 

Mr. T. B. Rimma. 

Mr. Birth Ray. 

Mr. Yaknb M. S. Sattar. 

Or. Raiiraddto Talakdar. 

Tlie Hou.se has divided. For the 
The motion is, therefore, negatived. 
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Noii-ofllotai Rasolutioiu 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tho House will now take up mui-oftieial Hesolution*. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir. we were uiuier tlie nupressioti 
that no business wnukl be traii-arted after this a<ljounmieut motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wbv >eu nlnmUl l>e umler tlmt imprevsiony Tlie 

adjournment motion did not take fnl’ two hours. 

Now, on the last net asion Mr. K. C Hoy riiowdhurv in po'^session 

of the House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: No. Sn. Mi Nui Ahmed 
was speak inj;. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 mil siiir,\ . Yc. Mr. Niir .Vliiiu-il. 

Khan Bahadur NAZiRUOOIN AHMAD: Sir. in the imnintime, may 1 
ask for certain inforniut ion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan liahailur Sahib. \(m may do it at the end of 
the meetin^^. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Ml Piesidriit. Sii, the other da \ when the House 

adjourned I was statin*.! the leasmts wh\ I <anno( sup)>oil this rehidutioii 

in its pr(‘sfnt ioini, althoii*rh I iia\e frot the tulh*.st ,s\mpalhy with the 
jiriin iple iin«lerl.\ in^ tin- n snlutnm Tloof is no two opinion in the 
eoiinti’N tiiiit tln'sc n.infii' sjioiild hr htdped ill llndr shiieniakiiij; trade, 

Henj.ral lias to dejtend on other pioviineN tor >iioe,s. Hrnj^al iiiunI he sidf- 
suHieieiit in this n-pnl 'I'lo-sr itiin'hiy oj Henj.ral arr th«’ st a n da i d -hea rer 
of this liade. \\ pn-s. nl thru lomlitioii i- \eiy miseial)!**. d'he prna* of 
taniM'il le.ithri is \rr\ ln^*li. 'I’his resolution spiM iti* al 1> mentions two ways 
in whn li to lo'lp tln sf one of thrill is to ‘Upjdy taniu'd baithiT at 

a rrasiMiahlr pm r. d’annin^^ industrv in Hrn>:.il is not np to 11 m‘ mark. 

(’awni>oie is tlir pionrri in this resprrt. Some imu hiiies ha\i*, no iloubt, 

l)e(Mi hioii^jlit in ('ahiilta j«»r niakinj* rhrono* Iruthei ; hwl mole maehini'H 

are neressais Ilm^al is a surplus area lor hnirs and sKnis. AreordiiiK to 
one t'stiniatr. India piodu((‘s ‘Jtt million ol cattle hides, ahont ‘Jd million 
j 4 :<»at skin ,ind ‘U million id sherji anil buttalo; of this total ijuaiititv. only 

To to SP per I ml air taiinrd in India and ahont ‘Jd j>rr rrnl. or ‘Jb per rent, 

used to he r\ported Indore the war. 

Sn , M.idias ha.s huilt np a ver\ j.roo«l tanninj^ indus1i \ and il ha.s tak<*n 
advantage ol all the materials (hat are available lor tanning. Jlera* in 
Henj.,^al the most inijiortant i|ue.Htioii is tin- supplv ol materials lor tanning 
at (heap rales, so that the murfin can eoiiipetr with other eoinpiditors who 
import (m manubnliire shoes ni Hengal. 

Then the second cjurstion is that tioverninent should give (In* tintthU 
sufficient grants and t}n‘reh\ enable them lo devisi* new methods and new' 
designs in tin* nianufatbure ol .shoes as are h(‘ing done in Madras and 
('awnjmre. 

Sir. I must make it cleai to tin* House that I do not ojijiose tin* idea of 
helping the z/n/rA/.v, hut 1 op])(jse the resolution as It stands in its pis(*rijt 
form . 

Mr. HARIOAS MAJUMOAR: .Sir, I «hol.-hi’aiti-.(l.v -ufifHiri tin- 
resolution inovoii liy iiiy friend Mr. K. C- Ko.v (.‘bowiJiiurv . A rirojier 
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approach i<j the problem of post-famiue reconstruction can btf made not by 
gratuitouH relief for some time but by enabling the distressed people to 
stand on their own feet. That will he substantial work and if we select 
a few deserving sections of the community and make them self-supporting 
on the principle of minimum expenditure for maximum result, these in 
their turn with their buying power restored, will keep others going. A 
little leaven leaveneth the mass. If the funds of the Government in regard 
to rehabilitation work be judiciousl y sj)ent, good tangible results may be 
obtained — results to which the Government may point years after- 
wards as the standing monument to their earnest endeavour. I 
may cite one examjde. At Salkhia (Howrah), a well known cotton 
mart, a tnmble arose between cotton inercliants and upcountry cotton- 
carders with the resiilt that one of the merchants who was a man of the 
Midnapore district brought from that place about KH) Bengalee carders who 
art‘ since liolding their own. These men on being ipn*stioiied how' they came 
to learn carding replied that Bireiidra ^^ath Sasinal of hallowed memory 
had trained them. These 100 men are now earning their bread through 
good W’ork done long, long ago by a God’s good man. 11 one individual 
can do so much, cannot the Government do v(‘iy much more^ But to do so 
it should have the proper [lersjiccl ive. It should to think that the 

htuidriilof/ is the only p(*rson llial matters. We ourselves are also not less 
blaiiiewortliy. We devote 91) per eenl. of our liim* and eru'rgies to matters 
euneerning directly or indircctl\ the hlKuhahnj clas-'. Hindu or M uliam- 
mudan, A glanci* at the i»rocecdings <>[ the legi.slatnn^ will jintve this. 
If we served oitr If indil-M usliin-( 'hristian nmrhi's. (antis, Lalus, kaniars, 
hniiKirs, nialakars, illtidKis and chayis, i i .slioe-makiu’s, weavers, oilmen, 
blacksmiths, jiotters, tlorists, waslnumen, cultivators with halt the zeal that 
we displayed all these sears in sia uring imdii iiloiisly the'' Hindu-Moslem 
ratio in services, f.c , tin* hfiad ral<\i/ brother iiood, the country would have 
by now been much hctt(‘r-(df and the village artisan^ who sutferetl grievously 
in lust year’s famim* and dital in large numliers sscnild base managed to 
survive tin* slio<k. The reservation o\ seals for Scheduled castes has 
dem(Uistrabl\ failed ot its (d>jt*etive lieeaiise thest' castes are trade gnild.s 
and iluring (i years oi th(‘ working (d the Government »d Imlia Act, ID'k), 
not a word has been uttered in tlie legislature as to how the living of 
murhts, dhohas, fians (eane-w'eavers ) and dams can be seeiued and 
improved. 

Sir, tile worst and most exidusive caste in India’s history is rising before 
our e\es in the shape of the English educated eornumnity, an exotic, which 
may be best described in the words oi the late ranchkori Benarjee as 

elk'll ed\mated inuchi representative in the legislature 

will never bring a brother murht into his mental picture except as an English 
educated person. We owe, therefore, a debt of gratitude to Mr. K. C. Ray 
Chowdhury for bringing for the first time into this air-conditioned and 
heavily cushioned chamber the half-naked mucfn wliu sitting in his cottage 
cross-legged makes shoes with leather bought at an exorbitant price from 
the middleman who fattens at the expenses of the poor worker. If only 
leather ean be supplied at the wholesale price not on credit but strictly on 
cash terms, this vast community consisting of 414,221 [4 lakhs 14 thousand 
2 hundred and 21] souls among Hindus alone, according to the census of 
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19*‘U, with an equal iiiiinl>er, an far ii« we ran jtidjre, among Moslem* will 
become prosperous. If the Government pay the rent of 50 shops in f^ilcutta 
for 6 months and all<»t them tt> Ilengulee mitchts in the ratio of. say. 1/2 to 
Hindus, 22 to Moslems and (i rhri.stiaiis, these hretliren t»f ours will he 
able to capture a large poition of the vast ('ah utta market tor all time to 
come. It has been found at H(o\rah "^.at with the earne>t eflovts some 
philnnthropii' gentlemen some Ileitifiilee mtn'hts first gaiiu‘tl a t(K>(ing in 

the town about 12 years and now tin* number (»f their ^hop^ has inen'asiMl 
at least tenfohl. If we ( nn inakt> thi' »*\perimenl sueressi\il ni ('ah utta. we 
can extend it to other town>. Hut the main thing is that tin* (ioverninent 
is proverbially sh> ; it sii(»uid woik hone^tl\ and passii>nat«*ly with the y:i*al 
of a partisan ami •‘eled wnrknig nfuchtK win* an* already earning 
their brea«l in village^ hv '^hno-making. At least in r(*spect t>f these 

down-trodden people tin- ( i»»\ • i nioeiit should !>♦■ sineer<' ami not select 
such men as will nu'rcK con'>nljdatr the ot .M.H.A s ami M.l.t'.'s 

of (he Ministerial part\ 'l ln-' hum.imtai lan woik shoiihl n(*t bi‘ redurt'd to 
a vote-eat< liing < ainf).ng!i Tlo* «jMestinn is so diuii t»* oiir heart that it the 
(ioverninent accept tins \rr\ umdest i c'.ol u t mij . Mr Hay ('howdliury and 
myself witli some of tun as-i-tauts, w lio have math* a close* study of the 
prnblf’ni for yt'ars in a misvmmn v sjunt umh‘ftak<‘ to e«>-opt*rate with the 
( iovt'rniuent and assist i( ni its tla\ -to-ilay work. The* great Swanii 

A’ive-kananda said : srr, ufj, • I’lo'se* poor men 

with tlh'ir umh'ipiiid laleour ke<q> e*\er\t>ne* eef us going. 'I'he* task is m»t at 
all ditlieiilt. It tin* ImiHHirahli' luendieis he*n* will excuse* a pe*rse>nal refe»r“ 
ence. I iiia v state that ni the I’annalal Sc.el V itl \ a maml i r, si fre*e* ptdytechnie! 
high Kn^lish syliotd wliieli 1 have had the goeul foitjiuf* of eergsinising, a 
miml>e*r t)f l)o\ s smtoHslul in the Msit rieiilat i<*n e*\jeminat iein (‘ould mit seeurei 
j(*hs in ofliets and art* earning their bteatl hy boctkbi ml i ng ami tailoring iinel 
shoe-nia k i n^ wliith the\ liatl loatnt iit oui’ silmol. II tin* ( i e>ve*rnim*n t will 
work in tin- ii;..:lil "pint, it will -tttp the annihilation of a isirge and useful 
se'ctjofi ot the eotu nut ii 1 1 \ . ^^’hlIe almost all ejistes have i e*ee)rele*el an 
inere*ase* ot pojMilation, tin* nitnln^ li.e\f sjiown during 20 ,\ears fitim IfMI 
tet Iftdl (the last eeiisen in which tastes weie* eluly re*turne*el) si eleelilie* e>f 
n(*siil\ 0 pe*r cent. 

N<*w, what is the < sime «»i this laim*n!able slate e»i uffairsh’ 'J'he^ reason 
is tlial Hen^alee mm his as Heiig.ilee* wtokiiien in all lines have* he*e*n fight- 
ing a htsiiig luitlle* agaiTi"! non- Horiga h*e Imitles etmiing intt) Hengal. d'lie* 
term ‘'min-He'ngiilee*' ' appropriate*! \ imluele*s (’hine*se' she»e*-nia ke*rs eif 
Heiitinek Stieel and Htiwhazsei. 'Iho^e me*n with the-n sup^-riiu orgsiii i.ssit ieuiH 
and resour<a*s are* able* to )»uv h‘atht‘i in iiirge* (}uanlitie‘> at e he*ap ra1e*.s anel 
sewing machines which the poor Hengale'e mmliis cannot se*eure*. With 
the influx of We*ete*rn civilisation in the* e'euintrv the* eia/a* for feucign hhooB 
eaine over our e*elueatefl pe“<»j>h* ami in e»ur b<»v lontel the name of T)awson’« 
tiuel ]aitiim*i’s hteots and sheees pas.s(*d from nioiilh fe> Jimutli. 'i’hiH 
prt*verted taste* fur foreign gotnls be*gan to throw emr inuchijt out of e*rri])loy- 
ment and the jiroeess WU" later eiii ace eJt*rate*el l)v the* aelve*rit of non - Him ga lee 
shoc-make*r>. 

The task of annihilation of a ele*se'i v ing e‘mijiiiuint v ha« been comptfit^d 

by the establishment of the Bata Shoe Factor}- at Badge Badge. In giriag 
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workinjc penniwiion to this conrerij, the Central Government has been 
ill-a<ivi»e<|. The roinpany in not British aiul Joes pot belong even to an 
Empire country. Tins is a ease of a hundred ]»er rent, foreign exploitation. 
The safeguards in respect of external capital recommended by Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malavya a.s a ineinber of the External (‘apital t-oinmittee 
should at least have been enforced in this casr*. Iriflia is the paradise for 
capifali.stK, indigenous and foreign. VV'ith the iriauguration of machinery 
in every rounfr> large inasses have been thrown out of employment hut the 
Stale has Imm-h compelled mainlaiti them with the dole for the unemploy<‘d. 
ileavy bills ueeniiiig on this head in Westroii countries will be found in 
the last analysis to fall upon iiidu>tr\. The principle claimed in thost* 
<‘ounlries is that lie u ho lhr<»\\s me out of employment mu'vt maintain me, 
if rod on a <leeent level, at least (m the suhsistence levrd. Ileie the dole 
for the unemphned )s not a State oldigation ami capitaliNts from all corners 
of the \sorii| are allnwi-d t«» eoim* in and carry on tluMr nefarious work of 
re<lu<itig the ehihlien of the >oil to penui\. 'rio' lundamental prim iple of 
Hindn ra rnnsratu tlhornui is that ail tin* lour tastes should he ke]»t in a 
gotal running eomhtittn ami Manu is ehujUeiit jn erjjttying tfnit hniht, i.e.. 
(M-eiipalion ot evt'i \ partidilai- section of th(‘ eomnnnut\ should he t arefully 
])reMerved. d’hus, aeConiiiig to Hindu poht\. insuraint' against unem))loy- 
ment is a paraimujnt State ohligalion ujmI if alter the war in a self- 
g(»verning Imlia an itleul form of s(‘it-govt*rnim‘nt is introtlm ed . as is 
hoped ftu h\ Dr. Moonjt*, a fttreign company like I lie Ilatas will not be 
able to throw tens of thousands t»f tuii men out ot em]do\im*nt and every 
ifiitchi, Himlu, M(»slein or (’hristlan. will he a'^surt'tl his living. Here the 
JM'ovineial ( loveiii ment can gne ))n»teinon to oui imligenoUN shoe-making 
industr\ Ity t(dltuvin]> the example of Snjul Uajagopalat Inii i in lesptM-t of 
hamllooin cloth ami by impo.sing the Sab's tax on factors -made shtx's while 
ket'ping eol t agi'-niade shot's tax-frt‘«' Hut liie “cow duni^-lo'atliMr ' Ministry, 
<»f course, could not ctunprelu'ml the pndectivt* \alm' oi a Sab's tax on mill- 
made ( loth ami no such tax on hamlh»om (loth. It it ilid not take a\\a\ the 
Hiuall advantag(' so fai enjoyed — - — 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a jioint ot ordei , Sir. Is not the word “eowdung- 
headi'd’ ' ohp'ct mnahh ' Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think Mr M aziimdar it is not a ^e^\ dignified 
exprt'ssion , although it may not he unparliameutur\ . 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. I am not going to withdraw it since 
it is not unparliamentary 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is not good English at an\ rate. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I do not cure f(»r good English, Sir. 
the ('(nvdung-lieaded Mijustry— — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Ma/.umd ar. althnugli the ex](ressi()n is not 
unparliamentary. I think you should avoid such expression. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir, it lugs been coined from the well- 
known Bengali exi)reS8ion Wj”. 
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Ufa NARIOA8 MAZUMCIARs Yes. it is a iranslatioa of tlie 

Beofrali expression ** ’ As I waa ^>iiijr Ofty, Sir, 

the cowdung-headt'd Ministry 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Again he is vising that expression. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The expreaaion is not viuparliaineiitaiy* and I nuftt 
leave it to the good sense of the hoiiourahle inemln'r as to whether he should 
withdraw such expression or not. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: If it did not take awav the small 
advantage so far eiijoved hy the village Tunti, who in the ease of doubling 
the Sale tax on mill-iiia<h> « lotli would have enjoyed a higher traliie protee- 
tion, We woulil have i^^pu'-^ted the Ministrv for a similar protceiioii for 
mu c his. 

With these worvK. 1 Mipport the resolution moved b\ mv friend 
Mr. K. C. Kov Chowdhurv 

The HonHile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, J have ju>t been uil«»rmed that the AdvcH-ate-denerars opinion might 
*not be received in time by the t Government . So, instead ot meeting on 
Mondav , we might meet on ruesdav next. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I .mi |u>i told l>> the Seeretaiy that the opinion 
would he rei'eived b\ tinla v So, w t' mav .•'it on M on day. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: To avoid umeitaiiiU, we 
might ftit on Tuesday 1 hope tin- opinion ot the Ad voeate-( ieiieral would 
be made avuilahle to u-^ in tlie House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 suall\ the juactiee is that (Jnvernmenf do not 
disclose the opinion lhe\ leieive jrom their law officers. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: On a matte. ,d luivilegc. 
Sir 

Tha Hon»ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Six, I undersUnd that the .ludieial .Seiretary has rung up the Advoeate- 
General tor the opinion So. 1 think the opinion has been iec*eived and 
therefore there w'ould be ni» <litiieuity in oui sitting »»n Monda\. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. J adjourn the House till 1 ..'lO p m. on 
Moday, the llHh June, 1944. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sii, 1 wanted to mention a 

matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already adjourned the House. Please men- 
tion that on Monday. 

Adjoummant. 

The Council then adjourned till j».rn. on Monday UHh June. iP44. 
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The following meu^TM were absent from the meeting held on the 16 th 
Tune 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(d) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Bai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

if)) Mr Huiuayuu lieza Cliowdhury. 

(()) Mr. N. C. Dntta. 

(7) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguaon. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul (lofran. 

(9) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(10) Khun Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Ranyal. 

(15) Khan Buria<lur M. ShamBuzzoha. 

(Hi) Mr J W R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEaSLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First S 068 ioii« 1944 — No. 48. 


The Council met in the Le^rislative Chaml)er of tlie I/t^jrislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 19th June, 1944. at l-.U) p.m.. beinf? 
the forty-eiKhth day of the First Session of 1944. pursuant to section 
of the Government of India Act, 19*15. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir 1*kasvi» SrN(.ii Koy, u.c.i.k > was 

in the Chair. 

Condolence Resolution. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

As the Leader of the Houst* it is my inelanclioly duty to take your per- 
mission to move a condolence resolution on the sa<l demise of a great son of 
Bengal, Acharya Sir Prafulhi ('Imiidra Hay, Sir^ IVafulla (Chandra is 
known not only in India but tliroughmit all the dvilised countries as a 
great scientist. He lias renderiMl singular service to the country as a 
scientist and as a pliiluiithropi''t . 1 'Iiin is not tin' tinn* to dilate iijxm the 
various ijualitie.s of his head aiul heart. I w»mhl now ])lace tin* eondoleiiee 
resolution for the ueceptancc' of the llou.se. 4'he resolution runs as 
follows : — 

“This Council expre.sses its deepest sorrow and s<*ii8c of irrejiarable 
loss which the country has sustaimal at the demise of Aeliarya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Ray who distinguished himself during his long 
lift' as a seieiitisi of International rejiulation, t'reator of an Indian 
School of Chemistry, founder of a great eheinicul industry in India, 
helper of the poor and the distressed, and, above all, as a philan- 
thropist and selfless man and conveys its sincert'st symiiathios to the 
bereaved memln'rs of his family.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: R esolution moved : tliat this (.’ouricil expresses its 
deepest sorrow and sense of irreparable loss wliicli the country has 
sustained at the demise of Acharya Sir Prafulla (^handra Ray who 
distinguished himself during his long life as a scientist of Intt'rnational 
reputation, creator of an Indian School of Chemistry, founder of a great 
chemical industry in India, helper of the poor and the distressed, and, 
above all, as a philanthropist and selfless man and conveys its sincerest 
sympathies to the bereaved members of his family. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, on behalf of my Party, I asso- 
ciate myself with the condolence resolution moved so eloqumitly by the 
flon'ble the Leader of the House. It is not necessary to dilate ujion his 
qualities of head and heart. He was one of those of whom any country 
can be proud. He was one who makes history. The revered Acharya was 
not only a scientist of extraordinary eminence but also a philanthropist and, 
above all, an intense patriot. Deep h»ve for his couiitiv urlnaterl all his 
activities. His country can never forget him. His memory will remain 
imprinted on the sands of time for ever. The best way to adore his memory 
would be to imitate his spirit of selLsacrifice and service U) iho country. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; I asaociate myseU 

fully with the sentiments expressed in the resolution which has been so 
eloquently moved by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. Sir, the 16th 
of June will go down in the history of Bengal, nay of India, as one of the 
most memorable dates. It is on that date that India lost one of its greatest 
leadefs, Deshbandhu Chittaranjan, and it is on that date that India has 
again lest one of her noblest sons, a most distinguished scientist and an 
eminent philanthropist. Sir, this is not the occasion to dilate on the various 
qualities of the head and heart of the illustrious deceased. It would be 

better if we show respect to his memory rather in silence. I am fully in 

agreement with the I^eader of the Opposition that we can show our respect 
to the memory of the illustrious deceased by imitating the noble examples 
set by him. He was a person in whom w^e never smelt anything communal. 
He was popular amongst all sections and communities in this country. 

With these few words, I lend my whole-hearted support to the reso- 
lution which has just been moved by the Hon'ble Leader of the 
House. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA LAL BARUAs Mr. President. Sir, we meet today 
under the shadow of a deep gloom cast over the whole country by 
the demise of Acharya Sir Prafulla Chandra. The last of the Romans is 
gone. His death has created a void in the public life of Bengal and the 

world of science w'hich is not to be filled up soon. Bengal has lost in him 

the friend, philosopher and guide of her new-born industries. India has 
lost in him a pioneer among the scientists who was able to build up a 
School of Chemistry and a teacher the sole mission of whose life was to 
help his students and to make them greater than himself. A true patriot 
was he and his was a dedicated life. The Bengal Chemical Works would 
remain as a lasting monument to his industrial and commercial genius. A 
life-long bachelor and a saint by his moral purity. Acharya Prafulla 
Chandra w’as a democrat by religious conviction and fought well the 
battle for freedom. T hope both the Government of Bengal and the public 
will combine to appropriately per])etuate the memory of such a great man, 
so that the posterity may derive inspiration from his noble example. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On behalf of my j>arty I associate 
myself with the sentiments that have been expresed in the resolution. In 
Acharya Prafulla Chandra we have lost not only a scientist but a prince 
among men. He was admired not by Bengal or by India alone but 
by the whole world. He was a scientist but be was not only a lover of 
science hut a lover of philosophy too. He was a philosopher in bis own 
life. He lived a life which may be called a life of plain living and high 
thinking. His was a dedicated life, dedicated to the welfare not only of 
Bengal which he loved so passionately, but of India and also of the w’hole 
world. He lived for Jagat hitaya, good of the 

world, and in him, personally speaking, as my friend has so well said, we 
have lost a friend, philosopher and guide. I appeal to the country at large 
to follow his illustrious footsteps, and the light of the life that he led 
like Dadhicht for tjie welfare of the country. He was a lover of the poor 
and particularly of the poor students. He was a lover of those who Uved 
in the villages. His memory should be perpetuated in a be^ttmg 
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' mmner . these words, I sgaia sssoriate myself with the 

sentiments of thankfulness of the Nation expressed in the resolution moved 
by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I dwire to aft^ciate mysolf and 
tlie Party to which I have the honour to belouff with the resolution moved 
by the Hon'ble the Leader of the Hou#**. In Sir P. C. Ray's death Rengal 
has lost her noblest son. He was « jfreat scientist. He applied his know- 
ledge of science to bring about the industrial regeneration of this country. 
The Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works will for ever staiul out 
as a monument to his achievements in that direction. To urge young 
Bengalees to take to the path of industrial development and to add to the 
wealth of the province and to wrest the initiative from outsiders was his 
great passion. Many of our fellow countrymen followed that advice with 
considerable profit to themselves and to the country. He was an embodiment 
of plain living and high thinking. Any ont* who came in contact with him 
was struck by the simplicity of his manners and habits. He used to live 
with his students and gave them of his best He was »»ne of the greatest 
philanthropists and through the ‘ Sankat Tran Samiti” of which he was the 
founder, he came to the rescue of the distressed ami the needy irrespective 
of their caste or colour He was alsd a great social reformer and an intense 
patriot. India is [loorcr today hy his death. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdl: Sir. 1 desire t<i associate 
myself with the resolution moved hy the T/oader of the House. 1 was a 
student of Sir 1*. C. Hay for several >ears in the Hrf*siilency ('olleg<‘. If 
one has to form an idea of what Sir H C. Hay has done for the j)eo]de f)f 
this country, one must read his hook entitled “History “f Hindu Che- 
mistry”. Through tliat hook he has placed India in tlu' torfdront so far 
as achieveinent>v in t!ie r(*alm of positive sciences ar«‘ concerned. n<‘ 
appeared at a time when India had fallen far helow so far aidiievements 
in the realm of scientific investigations were concerned. Throughout his 
discourses with hi*s students he urged that India should attain the forem(»Ht 
place in the matter of investigations in chennstr;,' and otloM' positive scimne* 
But although advocating .scientific advancement of the country he never 
forgot about the cottage industry. His own life was full of sidf-deniincia- 
tion. He led a very siTnj)le life and devoted practically his entire income 
to the education of tieserving poor students. He gavt* away practically every- 
thing he earned for his country. His donation to the Calcutta University 
is well-known and his last Will which he is said to have exetuiled is prftof 
of what he has done for his country and for the uplift of his countrymen. 
His work in connection with the Bengal Flootl in 103G will he remembered 
throughout Bengal, because of the fact that many millions of lives were 
saved at that time. As has been well said, he was not only a scientist hut 
also a philanthrophist and an industrialist. But for him the great College 
of Science could not be started. It is no exaggeration to say that hut for 
him, — a scientist of hi.s calibre and simplicity, — we could not have attracted 
the munificent donations from Sir Tarak Nath Palit and Sir Rash Behari 
Ghosh which led to the foundation of the great College of Science in Bengal. 
Sir, I associate myself wholeheartedly with the resolution that has hee/i 
moved. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOiN AHMAO: Sir, 1 deem it a great honour 

to be associated with the sentiments expressed on this occasion. I was pri- 
vileged to be a student of the late Sir Prafulla Chandra Bay more than a 
.third of a century ago. I still remember the affectionate words with which 
he inspired his lectures. His philanthropy and other social activities are 
well known. He was also a great teacher. Abstruse scientific subjects 
were made so very simple and lucid by him that everyone could understand 
them. He has created numerous students with a burning desire to pursue 
scientific knowledge; and though he is dead, his work will live after him. 
In Bengal, a large number of the students have started scientific associations 
under his advice and direction. In fact, there are already many research 
laboratories and research uHsociatioiiM and other research institutions w’hich 
derive their inspiration from him. 

With these words, 1 beg to be associated humbly with the resolution. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, we meet today under the 
shadow of a great calamity that has fallen on Bengal, nay, on India, by the 
death of a great man who raised Bengal, not only Bengal but the whole of 
India, in the estiiiiation of the world by his achievements in the realm of 
scientific lesearches as well as by his philanthropic activities. Sir, at a time 
when the country is passing through a great crisis, we have lost a great man 
and his loss, I think, is irreparable. He has left before us an ideal which 
we should follow, an ideal of simple living and high thinking. He was a 
friend of the poor Uiroughout his life. By hi.s death today we really stand 
poorer before the W’orld. Our only i)rayer to the Almighty is: may Bengal 
follow the lead given by him and may his soul rest in peace ! 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. President, Sir, on behalf of the members of 
my Oroup, 1 would like to associate myself with the expression of sympathy 
that has l>cen made in this House in connection with the loss that has been 
sustained so recently. We understand that it is a deep grief for the pro- 
vince of Bengal and for that reason at this juncture our sympathies are 
definitely \vith the expressions that have been made. 

With these few words, Sir, I would like to associate this Group with the 
expressions of sympathy. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sir Prafulla 
Chandra is so great a figure that it needed no speech from me to indicate 
the irreparable loss that the world at large, and Bengal in particular, has 
sustained by his death. But, Sir, I would \ye failing in my duty if I do 
not associate myself with the resolution that has been moved by the Hon^ble 
Leader of the House. His passing away, though in ripe old age, would be 
felt by every Bengalee as a personal loss. To India it is a national calamity. 

As a Scientist, Prafulla Chandra towered head and shoulders above all 
other Indian chemists. Not only that, he w^as the founder of the School of 
Indian Chemistry. Almost all the distinguished chemists of the country 
owed their greatness to his encouragement. He will be remembered as a 
pioneer of research work and industrial application of chemistry. He was 
great as a Scientist. But as a man and patriot he was perhaps greater. 
During the last quarter of a century he was the heart and soul of all relief 
organisations of our country. 

Himself a student all his life, he had a profound love for students. His 
door was always open to them. He always tried to solve the unemployment 
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problem among tbe Bengali yontb.. Plain liring and high thinking was hk 

id^. 

Prafolla t/handra is no more. Long live Sir Prafulla Chandra. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The Chait associaten itself wholeheartedly with the 
sentiments expressed by the houourabk' members representing different 
parties and groups in this House and offers its tribute of res{>6Ct to the 
memory of the great Indian who hud just passed away. We meet under 
the shadow of a national calamity. The fact that Sir Prafulla Chandra 
Kay has died full of years and honours can hardly minimise our sense of 
loss or reduce the poignancy ot our grief. In his demise India has lost one 
of her noblest sons who raised her status in the eyes of the world. As a 
great acientisti an erudite scholar, a teacher, a social worker and a patriot 
Sir Prafulla Chandra helped the up>building of modern India and 
directly influeuced the character ol the Nation. Through his iife>loug 
devotion to researches in Cheiuistr\ . he helped the advancement of the 
bounds of human knowledge in this department of science and created the 
Indian School ot Chemistry. He also Mi<*ceeded in inspiring a baud of 
brilliant students who have apjilied thcii knowledge and researches to the 
development of industry in this country. Sir Profulla ('handra’s noble and 
patriotic mind always disapproved ol the idea that his countrymen should 
lag behind the progressive < ouii tries ot the world in mutters of business and 
industry. In his writings, public utterances or in jirivute <‘onversation he 
never missed an opportunitv to rouse the spirit of self-help and Ui encourage 
the constructive genius of young Bengal in this respect, lie gave impetus 
to industry and exlioited young men to take to bu.siness instead of service. 

He lived the life ol a Kislii. Simple and unostentutioiis in his habits 
the great Acharya Prafulla Chandra exeinplihed in his own life how the 
noble principle ot plain-living and high-thinking could be actually realised. 

♦Sufferings of huinaiiily always touched his heart and he exerted his 
great influence in organising relief in times of famine and distress. 

A Prince amongst men has passed away. We deeply mourn his loss and 
try to receive consolation in the hope that liis life will continue to be a 
beacon light and we his grateful and admiring <’o'untrymcn will receive 
inspiration from his sacred memory for generations to come. 

1 shall now put the resolution to vote. The resolution runs as follows: — 

“This Council expresses its deepest sorrow and sense of irreparable loss 
which the country ha.- sustained at the demise of Acharya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Bay who distinguished himself during his long 
life as a scientist of International reputation, creator of an Indian 
School of Chemistry, founder of 'a great chemical industry in 
India, helper of the poor and the distressed, and, above all, as a 
philanthropist and selffess man and conveys its sinccrest sym- 
pathies to the bereaved members of his family.^* 

I would request the honourable members to rise in their places to signity 
their approval of the resolution. 

(Honourable members rose.) 

The House stands adjourned till l-'K) p.m. to-morrow. 

AdlourfimaiiL ^ 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 20tb one, 

1M4. 
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(17) Dr. E. S. Bay. 

(18) Mr. N. (\ Boy Choudhury. 

(19) Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

(20) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

(21) Dr. Easimuddin Talukdar. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44 — No. 49. 


Thk Council met in the Tiegislative Chamber of the Ii«*gislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the LH)th June, K5’i4, at 1-30 p.m., being the forty- 
ninth day of the First Session, 1944, pursuant to section (i2(2){a) of the 
Government of Iiulia Act. 1030. 

Mr. President (the Iloirhle Sir Buoy Pkasao Sinoh Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

The Boffigot Agriculturol Inoomo-tax Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order: The House will rec'ull that we had to 
postpone the consideration of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill for 
considering certain iin]»ortant points. Now, one of the points that 1 have 
to consider is the iu('or|M»nition of the expression “Ruler of an Indian State” 
in his official and public ca|>acity. The point that arises out of this defini- 
tion is: can the Proviio ial I .^‘gislal ure iin]»ose lax ition on pro[)erties of 
Indian Rulers situated in British India and owned by Indian Rulers in their 
official and public capacity ? Can the Provincial ]it»gislature in connection 
with the imi>osition of this tax, impose certain duties and obligations on 
the Rulers of Indian States in their odieial and public capacity y These are 
the two main questions. Cut oi this, it follows that if the Indian Ruler who 
is included in the definition of the word “person” in his otlicial and public 
capacity does not comply with the duties and obligations sought to be 
imposed upon him, ( an the Provincial liOgisluture undertake legislation for 
bringing him within the (*riminal jurisdiction of a <*ourt ol law in British 
India y In this connection. I would like to draw tlie attention of the 
honourable meinhers to certain provisions ol the Government of India Act. 
1935. There is the proviso to .section 2(1) of the Government of India Act 
and there it is laid down that all the functions of the Crown in relation to 
Indian States should be exercised through the Crown Representative and 
officers under the Crown Representative, That is one section of the Act 
to which I would like to draw the attention of honourable members. 

Then, there is section of the Government of India Act, 1935, which 
preserves the rights and privileges of Indian States which existed before the 
passing of the present Government of India Act. 

In this connection, I would also like to draw your attention to clauses 
53, 54 and 60 of the Bill now under consideration. Now^ would not clauses 
53 'aiid 54 of the Bill, read with clauses 2(9) and 2(7J), make the Ruler of an 
Indian State subject to prosecution and punishment by British Indian court 
of law? That is another point which requires consideration. I would also 
like to draw your attention to section 155 of the Government of India Act. 
Section 155 exempts from Federal taxation the Indian State’s income except 
income derived from trade and business. These are the main points on which 
I would like the views of the honourable members before I finally make up 
my mind. 

125 
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Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 gubmit that these indica- 
tions ghould have been given to n» on the last sitting day. We have not 
'come prepared and it will take at least a day to consider these points and 
give our considered opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8s Sir, we should at least have one day to 
consider these points. We have not come prepared for this. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I^t us discuss the points as best as we can today. 

J hope in giving your suggestions you will confine your observations 
precisely on the points 1 have just indicated. In a matter like this the 
discussion should be < ut short as much as fK)8sible. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir. 1 submit that since 
Government have already considered these points, we would like to hear the 
Government point of view first. Let us hear what they feel about these 
points and what their suggestion is about the points raised by you. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After the matter has been discussed by tlic honour- 
able inemhers, 1 pr(»posc to recpiest the Hon'blc the Finance Minister to 
give the Govern nient point of view. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Would it not be better if 
Government open the (liscussion on these joints ? They have already passed 
the Bill in the Jiower Rouse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government do not feel any difficulty afioiit the 
matU*r. The difficulty is felt by the (’hair and probably also by some 
members of the House. This is a question in which I i)re8ume there is no 
party distinction. Every one of us should have an open mind on a question 
like this. I, therefore, draw your attention to these points so that if any 
honourable member wants t(» give bis views, he may do so. 

Khm BaKacHir NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. as the Government teel no 
difiSculty in the mutter and as the House teel certain ditiiculties, may 1 
suggest that the Government should o])en tlie discussion sime they are 
supposed to be acting on expert legal advice. We have not liad the benefit 
of any such assistance. In the cirenmstum es, mm h valuable time would 
be lost if the discussion is not initiated by the (iovernment. 1 think it is 
better for the Goveriiment to open the iliscuss'ion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 have given you the points. Don’t you think that 
would be the wrong way of beginning the discussion? Government do not 
feel any difficulty. The difficulty is felt by the Chair and some members 
of the House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I would draw yoiir atten- 
tion in this connection 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do you propose to open the discussion? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes. Sir 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, before Mr. Mukherjee open.s the 
discussion, may I say a few wokIs? You, Sir, very concisely put our 
difficulty before the House and knowing our difficulty the Hoii’ble Finance 
Minister may very well tell us the Government point of view so that we may 
proceed methodically. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: 8ii% the dimculty of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das may he appreciated because he has no ease to formulate before 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, nobody is entitled to waste the time 
of the House. Only thone memberH who feel any difficulty in this case and 
have some views to offer max speak. O is not that every member would like 
to speak on an intricate (piestion like this, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY. Sir, he has asked Government to 
help him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not approve of the sugjj^estion. Let us hear 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee first. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir. 1 have considered the 
question and having read the provisions of the Bill and the privileges 
of the Ruler of an liuliun State I submit. Sir, that there seems to me various 
insuperable difficulties in the way of (ic>\ eminent so far as provisions in the 
Bill are concerned. I w<»ul(f. therefore, in the first instanee, eoufine my 
contention to the provisions <»! the Hill itself. 

I would recjuest the hoiiourahle members to consider fir^t of all the 
definition of the word “person” in elause ‘J, sub-edause (!)) of the Bill 
Here, the definition <d tlie wonl “person” imdudes a Hindu undivided 
family, a firm, a (oiuiKupx and tl»e Hiiler ot an Indian State. Now, if we 
mfer to sub-clause {I:J) ot tlie same clause 2, we will find that there 
is again the reference to the Ruler of an Indian State. Sub-i'lause 
(12) says “]>rincipal officer” usf‘d with reference fo an Indian Slate, a com- 
pany or any other association -I am leaving out a company and any other 
association and restrict inv observation to the Ruler of an Indian Stall*. 
Again (n) of siili-ilaux* {J2) provides as follows: the manager nr agent in 
Bengal of tin* Ruler (d tlie Indian State and (ft) states: “any individual 
connected with the Indian State, ct»iiipaiiy or association ut>on wlioni an 
Agricultural Income-tax <)ffi(*er ha.s served a notice of his intention of treat- 
ing him as the principal officer thereof/' Here. Sir, the Bill provides as to 
the meaning of the words “principal officer” in relation to the Ruler of an 
Indian State. There is another sub-clause wdiich directly refers to the Ruler 
of an Indian State — .sub-clause (h'f). It states “Ruler of an Indian State” 
means the ruler of such State in his publh* and official capacity. Here we 
have an indei>endeut definition with regard to the ruler of an Indian Stale 
and there can lie no objection so far as this definition is concerned. 

Again, if w'e look to clau.se of the Bill, we will find that it proposes to 
provide for assessing the Ruler of an Indian Slate independently of the 
definition of the word “person”. Therefore, it is not necessary to have 
recourse to the definition of the word “iierson” in order that the Ruler of an 
Indian State is to be as.sessed with tax. I may tell the hnnoJirable members 
beforeband that I do not object to the principh* ot the Bill in assi'Msing tax 
Qpon the Ruler of an Indian Stale. I am pro(*eeding on the a*'SuiiJi>tion that 
the Bengal Legislature is competent to tax the Ruler of an intlian Sta<« 
with Teference to his income from agricultural land situated within Bengal. 
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Although doubt has been expressed I am not guing to enter into that 
/question ; but I am proceeding on the assumption that a Ruler of an Indian 
State is liable to be taxed and our object would be to make a provision in the 
Bill for enforcement and collection of the income-tax so that there may not 
be any legal difficulty hereafter. Npw, for that purpose I am referring, Sir, 
to this definition and to clause ‘1 of the Hill. I need not refer to the other 
sections now, but I would refer, Sir. to clause 45 of the Bill, vhich runs 
thus ; — 

"When an assessee is in default in making a payment of agricultural 
income-tax, the Agricultural Income-tax Officer may in his dis- 
cretion dire(‘t that, in addition to the amount of the arrears, a 
sum not exceeding half that amount shall be recovered from the 
assessee by way of penalty.” 

This is a penalty clause which is being imposed upon the assessee and so 
We need not take recourse to the definition of the person, because the assessee 
includes the Ruler of an Indian State. Then if we refer to the proviso to 
sub-clause (.7) of clause 45 we find that — 

"The Agri(‘ultural Income-tax Officer may forward to the Collector a 
certificate under his signature specifying the amount of arrears 
due from an assessee, and the Collector on re(‘ei]>t of such certi- 
ficate, shall pro(‘eed to recover from such assessee the amount 
8i)ecified therein as if it were an arrear of land revenue: 

Provided that without j)rejudice to any other powers of the Collector 
in this behalf, he shall for the ]>urp()se of recovering the said 
amount have in respect of the attachment and sale of debts due 
to the assessee the powers which under the Code of Civil Procedure, 
1{K)8, a Civil Court has in respect of the attachment and sale of 
debts due to a judgment-debtor for the purpose of the recovery 
of an amount due under a decree.” 

Now, here you will find. Sir, that the provisions of the Civil Procedure 
Code, 1908, have been incorporated for the purpose of enabling the Collector 
to enforce realisation of the taxes that have been imposed upon the assessee 
including any penalty that may be assessed upon him. If we look to the 
Civil Procedure Code itself we will find that so far as the Ruler of an Indian 
State is concerned, a separate provision has been made for the purpose of 
serving notices and bringing suits against the Ruler of an Indian State. I 
would refer the honourable members of this House to the provision of sections 
84, 86 and 86 of the Civil Procedure Code, particularly to the provision of 
section 85. There, we will find a provision made with reference to the 
appointment of a recognised agent by the Ruler of an Indian State and all 
proceedings by or against the Ruler of an Indian State have to be carried on 
through the instrumentality of the recognised agent so appointed under 
section 86 of the Civil Procedure Code. 

There, in section 85, you will fiind a provision for the appointment of 
recognised agents and the amendment that has been made after the passing 
of the Government of India has been incorporated by reason of the adaptation 
rules. Now, Sir, so far as the provisions of the Bill are concerned, the 
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definition of the word “Principal Officer’' in clause 12 of section 2 secnu 
to me to be in conflict with the provision of section 85. If we have to take 
steps against the Rulers of States we have to incorporate provisions analogous 
to the provision in section 85 of the Civil Procedure Code for the purpose 
of canning on proceedings agaiiivSt the Rulers of Indian States. That is ths 
first point which I make so far as the provisions of the Rill are concerned. 

I say that the definition of the word ‘Principal Officer” with reference to 
the Rulers of Indian States in sub-clause (^2) of clause 2 should be changed 
in order that it might be in consonance with the Government of India Act 
and section 85 of the Civil Procedure Code. We may take the help of wH'ton 
85 of the Civil Procedure Code and drop the definition of “Principal Officer” 
or of “Rulers of Indian Statc•^“ with reference to tht‘ provisions of the Bill 
for the purpose of enforcing the collection of the tax which is to be 
assessed upon an Indian State. So far as the definition of the word 
“person” in sub-clause (P) of clause 2 is concerned, if* we omit, sti far a# 
the definition is concerned, the words “the Ruler of an Indian State”, 
there will l>e no harm l>ecaiise we have already assessed the Ruler of an 
Indian State under clause M. By including in the definition of the word 
“person” the “Ruler of an Indian State”, we have sought to include him in 
all other j)rovi8ion.s of the Rill where instead ot the word “assessee” the 
word “person” has been (‘UiploycMl and most of tbe!#<* sections deal with 
penal provisions; the other sections deal with provisions for the enforcement 
of the tax that is to be as.Hcs.sed \ipon an assessei*. What 1 sub- 
mit is that if we jiroceed on the assumption that th<‘ Ruler of an 
Indian State is liable to l)c taxed so far us his income from agricultural land 
w’ithin Bengal is concerned, we have to make provision on diiTereni linea^ 
There are certain provisions for the enforeeinent of the tux against tVie Ruler^ 
of Indian States, but it would not do to lum]i up th(‘ prt)visions relating to 
the enforcement of the tax against Rulers of States witli other i>erHons who 
are being taxed under tlo* Bill. As a mutter of fact, Rulers of Indian 
States have got various privileges and are immupe from j)roceedings in tho 
courts of foreign States — I take British India as a foreign State so tar as 
the Ruler of an Indian State is eoncemed. Now', Sir, the point may bf 
raised as to whether there is any such Ruler of an Indian State within 
, Bengal who has got the rights of a sovereign princ e or that of a ruling ehief 
as they are ordinarily understood. I think this would ned l>e strietly rele- 
vant with reference to the point that wv are now arguing— that may be one 
of the points raised. I may say that the 1'rincipal Ruler of an Indian State 
within Bengal is the Tripura Raj and the f'ocuh Behar Raj. So far as 
Tippera Raj is concerned, I find that it has been lield ire a case, Indian Law 
Report, 9 Cal., 585 pp., that he has got the privilege of a wivereign state; 
60 far as others are concerned the position is the same as with refcjrence to 
Tippera State. Therefore, that question need not trouble us. A point may 
be raised that the Rajs — the Tippera Raj and other sovereign primes, they 
have got estates w’ithin British India and they do submit themselves, to the 
jurisdiction of courts in British India by bringing in suits against tenants 
for the purpose of realising rent, for enhancement of rent and taking aU 
eorts of * proceedings against their tenant.^. Another point 1^ *■*** . 

M to wbeiher by bringing suits and thus submitting to the jurisdi^R^** , 
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within British India the sovereign states waive their clainui which 
♦hey can claim under the ordinary law as being Hulers of the Indian States. 
That point you will find discussed and decided in a very r«‘cent case decided 
hy the High Court of Calcutta which is reported in 44 Calcutta Weekly 
Notes, pp. This was a case in which there were proceedings relating 

to the property of the Nawab of Rampur who is the Ruler of an Indian State 
and who has got a property, not agricultural property, but house property 
in Calcutta, and the question was raised there as to whether the Ruler of 
an Indian State can waive their privilege by submitting to the jurisdiction 
of a court in British India. The judgment was pronounced by Justice 
Nasim All and Justi('e Rau — ^Justice Rait actually delivered the judgment 
on the constitutional question. His expert legal knowledge on the point 
cannot be doubted and his knowledge of <*onstitutional law is known to every- 
body, I think he is one of the best constitutional authority in the whole 
of India. You wiM find that Mr. Justice Rau in delivering the judgment 
referred to the case of the Parlement Beige in five probate Division, p. 197, 
with reference to the privilege of a sovereign state. The judgment in that 
British case was pronounced by the Lord Chief Justice Bret. At page 219 
We find this particular point discussed. There tlie question was as to the 
liability of a ship htdonging to a sovereign authority which carried certain 
properties of that Slate to be confiscated by another State for certain 
ireas(»ns which I need not dilate upon. 

The ship arrived in a foreign state and there were some i>roceedings in 
connection with which it was said that some of the properties fjoind in the 
•hip should be confiscated for answering certain claims raised by the 
ambassador in the extra territorial juri.sdiclion. At page 219 the point is 
discussed. “To implead an independent sovereign*’ — I mean the King of 
Belgium — “in such a way is to call upon him to sacrifice either his property 
or his independence. To place him in that position is a breach of the 
principle upon which his immunity from jurisdiction rests. We think that 
he cannot be so indirectly impleade<l, any iiioie than he could be directly 
impleaded. The case is, upon this consideration of it, brought within the 
general rule that a sovereign authority cannot be personally imi)leaded in any 
•Olirt“. The argument is that he cannot be personally impleaded but the 
property which is brought within the jurisdiction of the foreign state. — in 
this (‘ase the iininoveable ])ropt*rt\ winch lit* within Bengal, — may be 
touched. That argument is noticed in the next paragraph. “But it is said 
that the immunity is h>st hy reason ot the ship having been used for trading 
purposes. As to this, it must 1 h‘ maintained either tliat the ship has been 
io used as it) have been employed substantially us a mere trading ship and 
not substantially ft)r national purposes, or that a use of her in part for 
trading purposes takes away the immunity, although she is in possession 
of the sovereign authority In tlie hands of commissioned officers, and is 
«uhstuntially,iu use for national purposes. Both these propositions raise 
the question oi how the ship must be considered to have been employed. 

As to the first, the ship has been chartered bv the sovereign of Belgium 
by the usual means, declared to be in hi.s possession as sovereign, and to be 
a public vessel of the state. It seems very difficult to say that any Court 
ean inquire by contentioqs testimony whether that is true or not. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Will it be a good analogy? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It would l>e h good analogy 
and I shall show \ou that. The point is considered in the very next sentence. 
We have got here to consider the immovable pmperty because we are con- 
aemed with that only. 1 may puss on to the paragraph when* the particular 
point is considered. 

“Whether the ship is a public ship used for national purposes seems to 
come within the suim* ruh\ Hut if such an inquiry could projierly be insti- 
tuted it seems clear 1bat in the prestmt case the ship has lieen mainly used 
for the purpose of carrying the mails, and only subserviently to that main 
object for the purposes of trade. The carrying of passengers and 
merchandize has been subordinated tt) the duty of carrying the mails. The 
•hip IB not in fact brought within the first proposition. As to the swond, 
it has been frequently stated that an independent 8(»vereign cannot l>e 
personally U8e<l, although he hu.s carried on a private trading adventure. It 
has been held that an amba^sa(lo^ cannot be personally sue<l, al(ht)ugh he 
has tnided; and in botii case.s because .such a suit w^ould be inconsistent with 
the independence and equality of the state which be r*q>resents. If the 
remedy sought by an .u lion m rvni against public property is, as w^e think 
it is, an indirect motle of exercising the authority of the ('ourt against the 
owner of the property, tlien the attempt to cxcndse such an authority is an 
attempt inconsistent with the independence uiul eijuality of tlie State which 
i^ represented by such ttwner. The property cannot upon the hypothesis be 
denied to be public pioperty ; (he case i.M within the terms of the rule; it is 
within the spirit of the rub*; therefore, we are of oidnion that tlie me|i* fact 
of the ship being u.se<l siiliordinutely and partially for trading purposes doe* 
not take aw'ay the general ininiunity/’ 

That is the passage that I wanted tlie honourable members (o know. 
Kow if you refer to tliis case you will find that Mr. Justice Uau stated that the 
immunity <d a Killing I’rinee is there and the fact that he has submitted to 
the jurisdiction of the ( ourt does not absolve him from claiming the right 
• f immunity in a jiroeeeding which may be enforced against him jierson- 
ally There arc other cases, Sir, which have been cited in the judgment 
ef Mr. Justice Kau, but j do not intend to take the time of the House by 
referring to them. Therefore, Sir, wdiat I would submit for the considera- 
tion of the honourable members of this House is that in considering the 
provisions of the Hill, as J have already indicated, we should proceed on 
the assumption that the Kuler of an Imlian State is liable to he taxed and 
prescribe provisions tor the luiforcement of the tax keeping in view the 
special privileges enjoyed by them. We have to think out and make 
provisions which would he consistent with the provisions of the (iovern-. 
ment of India Act and the other provisions contained in legislative enact- 
ments like the Civil Procedure Code for the purpose of finding out what 
would be the machinery through which we can legally enforce realisation 
of the tax that has been imposed upon the Kuler of an Indian State, 
I may refer. Sir, to some ol the other sections, take for inslaiice, the 
clause 24 — Machinery of assessment. Here tlie provision is as follows. — 
*‘The Agricultural Income-tax Officer shall, on or before such date in each 
year as may be prescribed, give notice, by publication in such newspaper^ 
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and in such other manner as may be prescribed requiring every pelkm 

Now, under our definition of “person"’ we need not include a Ruler of an 
Indian State here. But if the proposal which I have made that the Ruler of 
an Indian State should be deleted from the definition of “person” here is 
accepted, we may add a recognised agent of a Ruler of an Indian State.* 
That would make the provision legal and there would be no diflSculty in 
enforcing the submitting of returns by the recognised agent. Similarly, in 
clause 26, we may add to sub-clause (2) after the words “If the Agricultural, 
Income-tax OflEioer is not satisfied without requiring the presence of the 
person,” the words “or the recognised agent of the Ruler of the Indian 
State”'. If we add that to this sub-clause with reference to the Ruler of an^ 
Indian State, that would make it perfectly legal. 

iif« PRESIDENT: You suggest that the words “Ruler of an Indian 
State” should be droppe<l from the definition of the word “person” and that 
there should be consequential changes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir, that is exactly so. 
That is my submission, Sir, and I do not think I need fake the tin)e of the 
House any longer, 

Mr. KAMINi KUMAR DUTTA: As far as we on this side of the TCouse 
are concerned, the issues have been very carefully clinched by the Chair. 
We have to consider two points: firstly, as to the competency of the House 
to legislate in respect of immoveable property owned by Rulers of Indian 
States within th<‘ i)rovinc*e of Bengal; and then secondly, if we lan legislate 
as to the penal provisions arising out of infringement by any Ruler of an 
Indiufc State of the rules that may be laid down. Practically these are the 
tw(» points on which we are to give our attention at present. As to the 
Indian States and Itulers of Indian States, their '•tanding and position 
haft been defined in section dll of the Government of India Act, Ihdo. An 
Indian State has been defined to include any territory, whether described 
^ kfi a state, an estate, a or otherwise, belonging to or under the 

suzerainty of a Ruler who is under the suzerainty of His Majesty and 
not being part of British India. “Ruler” in relation to a state barf 
been defined to mean the Prince, Chief or other person recognised by Hift 
Majesty as the “Ruler of the State”. As to this definition we are already 
circums(’ribe<l. for it has been already defined in section dll of the Act and 
that definition together with section 2 makes it clear that the que.stion of 
International law would not be applicable to these States, because the States 
do not form a nation and they are not sovereign states in the sense of being 
a paramount power. As a matter of fact, the constitution of Indian States 
has no parallel in the world at all; it is a peculiar mixture of history, theory 
and convention and usage, of treaties — and not even of treaties, for there 
are certain Rulers in respect of whom there are no treaties at all — as far aa 

I know. I live very close to the Tripura State and have some connection 

(Khan Sahib FARiurimiN Ahmed: I believe you are on the Council of thit 
State.) Yes, I am an Advocate of the High Court of the State of Hit 
Highness the Maharaja of Tripura. 

As I have said, the principle of International law would not be applicable 
in tke case of the Rulers of Indian States. It wiiftld appear from the 
definition of tbe Indian State and from section 2 tbak^tbey are a subordinate 
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power under the British Crown which is the paramount pom^er. Of course, 
when the Federation would come into existence, their relationship with the 
Crown would be governed by the Instrument of Accession but till the 
Federation is complet€Hl as pointed out by you, Mr. President, section 285 
would be applicable and the relationship would be the same as it exists at 
present. I had some occasion to look roto the legal and constitutional status 
of the Ruler of an Indian State. I am perhaps giving out a seoret^ — if it 
can be called a secret — the Tippera Statt* l;ad occasion to consult me about 
the proposed new constitution in that State and my legal help was taken. At 
that time I studied the constitution of the States and their power and it did 
seem to me that they were not a sovereign power at all. They, of course, 
enjoy some of tlie rights of a sovereign power; hut at the same time thej 
are subortlinate to the paraniountcv of the British Crown. It is a sort of a 
mixed constitution of which you will find no parallel anywhere in the world 
and as such the analogy of a foreign State involving the application of the 
International law would not he applicable to the Ruler of an Indian Statu 
in all its features and may not he helpful in all its aspects regarding the 
relationship between the States and the British Indian courts. I.f()oking 
into sections 81, 8o and 8t; of the t'ivil Prot'edure (\>dc to whiidi reference 
has already been made by in\ i»rede<‘eHsor. Mr. Mukherjee, it would appear 
that the conception of the Ruler of an Indian State owning a property ia 
British India has already been thought (»f. Indeed, if it is urged on behalf 
of a Ruler of an Indian State that he will not come within the scope of any 
legi.slation passed by any Ia*gislatiire in British India at all, his position 
will be all the worse, because in that case he can neither sue nor be sued. 
The right to sue or he sued is regulated by sections 84 and 80 of the Civil 
Procedure Code. The riglit to sue or be sued is the elementary right 
given by the Statute, and the ruler of a state has betui given right t*) sua 
in any court of British India. 

Under section 84, a foreign State may sue in any court of British India 
provided that such a suit has been recognised by flis Majest,v or by tha 
Governor-General in Council and provided also that the (»hject of the suit 
is to enforce private right invested in any such Stale or in any ofiBcer of such 
State in his public capacity. If the Ruler of a State owns property in 
British India, in that case if he really wishes to possess any legal right at 
all and if he w^ishes to have any remedy in the municipal court within 
British India, he mus’t come within the category of secticm 84, that is to say, 
the object of the suit must be to enforce a private right vested in the head 
of .such a State. He may also possess property in an apj>ertaining state in 
bis private capacity. For example, in the ca.se of ('hakla-Uosunabad, in 
our district, and also in Noakhali, income is derived by the Ruler of 
Tripura from that. It is not Hill Tippera, as my friend said but the real 
term is Tippera State, For the revenue collected from the Tippera State 
there is a budget which has got to be sanctioned in the Council and there 
are other formalities to be gone into but the income which His Highnesa 
derives from Chakla-Rosanabad is not included in the revenue of the State. 
The income derived from this source is completely at the disposal of the 
Maharaja, There were some troubles before but so far as the present 
arrangement is concerned, there is no difficulty. There are two kind# e 
incomes, one is derived from the State and the other from his perso 



AGBICULTUEAL IITCOME-TAX BILL, [20tb Jot*, 


wm 

{K'operty. The question of inheritance arose as to whom the semindari 
should jfo to after the demise of the Maharaja. The Calcutta High Court 
issued a special Rule and according to that Rule the properties would go 
to that person who has been the Ruler of the State and not to his legal 
heirs under the Hindu law. 

But that does not take away the right of the Ruler of a State as the head 
of the State under section 84. Provision has also been made under section 
86 to institute a suit against the Ruler of a State. Of course, it requires 
the sanction of either of the Governor-General or rather of the Governor* 
General in Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, 1 may draw your attention to the amended 
section of the Act. 

Mr. KAMINI KOMAR DUTTA: Yes. Sir, 1 am thankful to you for 
reminding me of the change. Of course, there is a difference between the 
Governor-General and the Crown Representative. No sanction is necessary 
to institute a suit against the Ruler of a State by a tenant. 

1 am referring to all these things because the Municipal Courts in 
British India have been given the seisin to take cognisance of matters 
relating to the immoveable properties owned by the Ruler of a State within 
the boundary of British India. This shows that it is not beyond the 
eompetency of the Municipal Courts to take cognisance of matters relating 
to the propel ties of the Ruler of an Indian State situated in British India 
and to give relief in respect of those properties. So the question would 
arise whether we <‘an levy taxation in respect of properties owned by the 
Ruler of a State but situated within the Province of Bengal. I would say 
that our pitivineial legislature is competent to do it and for that power of 
legislation we may look to sections 99, 1(K) and 101 of the Government of 
India A(*t, lOdo. I do not find any restrictions placed therein. Section 99 
aays, *’Subje('t to the provisions of this Act, the Federal I^egislature may 
make laws for the whole or any part of British India or for any Federated 
State, and a Provincial Legislature may make laws for the Province or for 
any part thereof.” Now we are not making laws for any Federated State 
but we are making laws for the property situated wdthin the Province of 
Bengal. We are not making any laws for any Federated State at all. 
Section 99 says that “Provincial Legislature may make laws for the 
province or for any part thereof.” 1 do not think that there is any bar 
in any of these sections to the Provincial Legislature legislating for 
taxation in respect t>f properties situated within the Province even if 
these properties would happen to be owned by the Ruler of a State. In 
this connection, 1 am very thankful to the Hou’ble President for referring 
to section 155 of the Government of India Act. Though it is not exactly an 
application of the Government of India Act, yet it may give us a little guide. 
Section 155 says, ‘‘Subject as hereinafter provided, the Government of a 
province and the Ruler of a Federated State shall not be liable to Federal 
taxation in respect of lands or building situate in British India or income 
accruing, arising or received in British India.'* So it would appear that 
this section was inserted in respect of Federal taxation, and I need not 
4ilate upon this section now. There was some purpose behind this section, 
because when Federation would come into existence the States would make 



1M4.] AGHIcdLTUHAL INCOME-TAX BILIi, lOTO 

IkemselTes liable to the legislative powers of the legislatures of the Federa^ 
iion even in respect of the Federated State. So this precaution was taken, 
but there wuk a proviso, namely: — 

Provided that where a trade or business of any kind is carried on by 
or on behalf t)f (he Government of u Province in any part of British 
India outside that Province o^-by a Kuler in any part of British 
India, nothing in this sub-section shall exempt that Government or 
Ruler any federal taxation in respect of that trade or business, or 
any operations connected therewitn. or any income arising in con- 
nection therewith, or any property occupied for the purposes 
thereof.” 

Nothing in this section shall exempt any Ruler from any ftnlerul taxation 
in respect of any land, or building or income being iiis personal properly or 
income. So it would appear that though this precaution w'as taken in 
respect of federal taxation, there was no similar provision made in respect 
of provincial taxation. The rt*ason for this is quite apparent, because it is 
only the Federation wdiicli could make law' in respect of Federated States. 
Provinces could not make any law in respect of any Fetleruteil State, but 
while taking such precaiitioji in respe<‘t of federal taxation w^e find one 
indication here that in respect of properties ow'iied by the Ruler of an Indian 
State in his private capacits, though he is '.he Ruler of an Indian State and 
holds it as the Head of the State, that even was made liable to federal 
taxation and was not exempted from the operation of fe<leral taxation. So 
this rather strengthens the claim of the Provincial Legislature to levy taxa- 
tion on properties owntMl h\ the Ruler of a State even in the provinces. 
Therefore, considering the present relationship of the Rulers of Indian 
States with British liolia, 1 am of opinion that the Provincial liCgislature 
is conpetent to legislate in respect of properties situated w'ithin this Province 
in view of the unlettered iu>w’er given under section 99 of the Government 
of India Act. 

However, in respect of the penal consequences imposed on account of the 
breach of certain provisions of the Bill, very intricate questions may arise. 
1 think that that point should be cleared up because in respect of the Rulers 
of Indian States no immunity has been provided for in the Indian Penal 
Code. Suppose, the Ruler of a State commits a crime in British India which 
is an offence un<ler the Indian Penal Code. Whether such Rulers of Indian 
States w'ill be placed on their trial by the Crown or not, that is a matter 
of polic> , and tlierefore that is a different matter altogether; but so far as 
the criminal law of British India is concerned, no immunity has been 
provided up till now'. That point was once considered, vuic l.L.R. 56, 
Allahabad, 128, which says that no such immunity does exist in regard to 
the Rulers of Indian States. As you know, Sir, in case of prosecution it 
is the Crown w'hich prosecutes and the Crown may prosecute or may not 
prosecute in a particular case; hut I may repeat that there is no immunity 
in favour of Rulers of Indian States. Section 306 of the Government of 
India Act enacts that the Governor-General is not subject to the ordinary 
jurisdiction of any court. Immunity has been provided for in his favour 
luid in favour of other officers but there is no such exemption for any Kuler 
of mn Indian State. So trouble may arise and I think that it ought 
provided against. Because it will give rise to various complications to m # 
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proTuiont at to the penal consequences in such a manner that it would not 
be applicable to the Rulers. They may be made applicable in respect of the 
Principal Officer or Agent of the Rulers of States, as my friend Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee stated, in the light of section 85 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. But the question is : whether such a provision can be made to touch 
the agents of Indian States within the province. Even if that is not possible, 
I do not see any reason why it would not be possible to make the Principal 
Officer amenable and subject to the penal consequences of the sections of the 
Act. I for myself do not think that they should be exempt from the liability 
to tax because they happen to be Agents of an august personage. I do not 
know why they should escape unscathed. 

So my suggestion is that some of the clauses ought to be re-drafte<l so 
that the penal consequences would be applicable. In this connection, I 
would suggest that clauses 24, 25, d2, 53, 41, 43, 53 and 54 may be recast 
so that this sort of complications may be avoided. My view is that this 
Legislature is fully competent to impose taxation in respect of property 
situated within the province if it happens to be owned b> the Ruler of a 
State, us in the case of anybody else. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 have heard carefully what 
the previous speakers have said on the points placed by you before the 
House. Mr. Dutta has supported the contention that this Legislature 
could legislate on the line indicated in the Bill. But 1 have not been able 
to follow Mr. Mukherjee. He did not in so many words raise the question 
of vlfra Vires. He suggested certain improvement for certain reasons. But 
the (piest ions raised by you have not been answered by him. I proceed from 
the point that we are a H(»vereign legislative body. (Mr. Shrisii (’h\ni)Ra 
(.'hakravkhti : Oh! sovereign legislature!) It has been held before the 
1935 A('t came into operation that the (Central Legislature wdiich was acting 
under a iiunh restricted right under the obler Act was considered to be 
“sovereign ” witli regard to those legi>lations which were delegated to 
them. The Ibirliament had no jurisdiction over that Legislature so far 
as the legislations c(uning under tlu* s<'opc oi those delegated powers were 
concerned. Theretore, with regard to those matters in regard to w'hich 
legislative power has been delegated to a particular legislature, they are 
entitled to legislate*. If it creates complication with neighbouring States 
that is a matter of International law. That cannot take away the power 
of legislation. Full sovereign state in England have full legislative power 
eovering all aspects of life in England. If we examine the question 
whether tlie British Parliament has jurisdiction over properties situated 
in ( Treat Britain but belonging to a foreign power, it will he seen that 
Parliament has all the jiow’er.s over such property as upon private propert^^ 
Now, Sir, coming back to our province, we have been given certain rigbtk 
and the rights are with regard to territory : in other words, with regard to 
what territory can we legislate: secondly, with regard to what subject wn 
can legislate: and, thirdly, with regard to what persons we can legislate. 
Once the territory, the subject and the person with regard to which we can 
legislate cornea within, or are not excluded from our jurisdiction, no 
question of expediency or International complication can be raised and it 
shall not deter this House from taking action on those grounds. Examine 
ing from that point of view, we find that section 99 of the Qovernment ol 
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India Act defines territorial jurisdiction with regard to whicb Prot^incial 
and Federal Legislature shall legislate. 

Section 1(H) relates to the subject and refers to Schedule VII, wherein 
we have three lists of which the Third List deals with concurrent legisla- 
tion. Therefore, the suhjwt is within the territorial limits of (he Province. 

It satisfies one con<lition. H the sul:iK*t relates to the Provincial List, it 
satisfies the other t‘<>ndition. If tluoe is no objection under the Act wherein 
there is exemption created with reference to a particular person, then no 
exemption could be claimed or allowe<L Ni»w. Sir. sections {)!) and UK) are 
known to you and the e\(‘eptioii is created in section 110, but tliat exception 
also does not include the subject. Then there are conditional powers given 
under section 108 and under this section we can legislate on certain subjects 
only after consent being obtained. The question which you have raised. 
Sir, is whether we have got power to pass the Bill us it is. We have 
jurisdiction to pass a Bill like this. If the restrictitins do not directly refer 
to prohibiting this legislation, tlieii we have got tlH‘ right. There is no 
such dispute, as fur as 1 have been able to gather, whether it lies within 
our power to legislate on this snl)j(‘ct. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please refer to section 104 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That relates to subjects which 
are not included in any of the li^ts. These are what are called “Itesiduary 
matters”. Section 2 docs not refer to the private laws of stale hut to 
International (iuestions. In all these things, the Prown Bepresentativo, 
or in other words, the King, shall he responsible. 

Section 285 make.s it subject to any acts of accession which will here- 
after come hut tjH that i‘oincH, present laws which govern these relations 
shall govern them. Section 8G of the Civil Procedure Code provides for 
agency only. This presu]) poses jurisdiction. Sections 84, 85, 8(> and 87 
of the Civil Procedure (.'ode presuppose jurisdiction, but it is in order to 
satisfy the political side of the question and not to drag in a personality 
of the status of a sovereign that an agent is created. Therefore, the Crown 
Representative only permits and nominates the agent. The Crown Repre- 
sentative has not got any other function as provided in section 8G. Section 
87 provides that a representative of a sovereign state can sue and he sued and 
shall he sued in the name of that State under the Civil Procedure Code. 
The Civil Procedure Code lays down procedure by which rights are 
exercised. And since it says that a Prince or an ambassador shall be sued 
in the name of the State, it presupposes jurisdiction. Section 155 provides 
that the Ruler of an Indian State shall be exempt from Federal taxation. 
When Parliament was considering the rights of the different legislaturee 
as regards taxation, they did not forget about what will happen if the 
Provincial Legislature makes any Ruler liable to taxation. The proviso 
makes it clear that even in the case where exemptions are created from 
Federal taxation, that exemption shall not apply in the case of a Ruler 
in respect of his trade or business. Under the Federal taxation if the 
Federation should impose a tax like this, their right is absolute. I should 
go further and say that if a Federated State should acquire a land in 
Calcutta, for the purpose of exercising its function and appoints an agent 
who shall be acting as the representative of that State to deal with some 
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other powers in Calcutta, then eyen that State will be taxable under the 
Provincial law. 

Khan Bahadur M. SHAMSUZZOHAs Sir, the Government of India 
Act, 1935, may be taken as a self-contained Act and the Interpretation 
Chapter which begins with section 311 is perhaps the key 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, I hope you will be brief, for 
the House would like to hear the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 

Khan Bahadur M. SHAM8UZZOHA: Yes, Sir, I shall he brief. As I 
was saying, the Interpretation Chapter supplies the key to the interpreta- 
tion to the sections in the Act. That being so, from the definitions of the 
terms “Indian State” and “British India”, it is quite clear that in this 
connection it has been conceived that there should be a clear-cut demarca- 
tion, a (lear-cut <listinction between what is a State, a Province, territory 
in British India and also the term “Indian State”. The last three words in 
the definition of the term “Indian State” will comdusively show that there 
has been a cleurH'ut distinction. Indian State includes any territory, 
whether described as a State, an <*state, a ja(;ir or otherwise, belonging to or 
under the suzerainty of a ruler who is under the suzerainty of His Majesty 
and not h»*ing part of British India, 'therefore, as soon as a territory 
(‘omes within British Imlia it cannot be within an Indian State. Indian 
State is u term by itself. Tlierefore, when we refer to section 2, it contem- 
plates a case only <»f legislation with regard to Indian States them.sc*lves, 
that is, wlicii we conceive of it as a legal luitity itself. Therefore, if a 
territory is not within British India, the proviso to section 2 or section 184 
does not have any application whatsoever. Therefore,* I submit that the 
]»roviHo and section 184 do not impose any bar whatsoever to our legislat- 
ing over any territory or piece of land which the ruler of an Indian State 
may own within the Brovince. So it is abundantly clear that so far as the 
provisions of the pres(‘n1 Bill are concerned, this House is competent to 
legislate and tlie (lovernment (d India Act imposes no bur whatsoever to our 
doing so. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may 1 suggest that on this 
very intrieate and interesting question we may hear the opinion of the 
Advocate-General in person?' 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, at first my honourable 
friend w’as scouting the idea that there was anything in the points raised. 
And now he bus gone to the opposite extreme of thinking that the question 
i» so difficult that we cannot decide anything without the help of the 
Advocate-General. I think he has now realised that the subject is not veT 7 
easy to decide and has got its subtleties and difficulties. 

The House should be grateful to you. Sir, for giving it an opportunity 
of placing its views on this extremely difficult and complicated question. 
It is also a question of considerable constitutional importance. Sir, the 
question has been argued from different points of view and I think the 
issues have been considerably narrowed down. 1 should say at once that in 
respect of properties .situated within Bengal hut belonging to an Indian 
prince, the Provincial Legislature has a right to impose tax on agricul- 
tural income arising out of those properties. Of that, I believe, there is no 
reasonable doubt. The only question of importance is where my honourable 



1044 .} 


AGBICULTUBAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


lots 


Irieod Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has left off. There is no doubt that 
the Provincial legislature is competent to deal with the subject in the 
abstract ; the real difficulty is as to whether you can legislate against Indian 
Princes who are an elusive body, who are just within the jurisdiction of 
the Province or just without it. It is this elusive question which, 1 thinks 
you, Sir, have placed before the H-^ise for elucidation. I should think 
that nothing should depend upon the fact that Bengal is a smaller legisla- 
ture than the Central Legislature. After Provincial Autonomy. Bengal 
possesses supreme powers, at least powers equal to the CVutral Legislatura 
with regard to such subjects as are specifically allocateil to it in tha 
Seventh Schedule to the (lovernment of India Avi. 

In the circumstances, no distinction should be allowed to be drawn on 
that score. We have supreme pow'er, in fad, sovereign power, as 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdliury has rightly pointed out. In fact, when the 
Parliament has delegated power to legislate to a subt^rdinate legislature 
then, within that delegated power, the .siilmrdinate legislature must have 
supreme and plenary powers of legislation. (\>mbiniiig all thesi> considera- 
tions, I think it is reu8oiial)l\ clear that the Bengal Ijegislature has full 
and complete powers of legislation to impose agricultural iin'ome-tax on 
land within the province. Now, a difficult question arises as to what 
should be the nia<*hinery to enforce the law^ That is the crux of the whole 
thing. It would not be j>roper to shut our eyes to the difficulties regarding 
the execution of the law. We liave come here as members of the Legisla- 
ture to pass laws which would not he mere jiious wishes. We have come 
to pass laws which would l>e enf(»rced and behind which there should be 
adequate sanction. It there is no ade(|uate sumption behind the law*, we 
cannot, as responsible iiieinhers of the Legislatun*, be parties to it. A« 
Mr. Mukherjee has riglitl\ ])ointed ont, the most impi>rtant thing is the 
lirovision for adeipiatc nia<‘hiiier> to enforce th(» law which is wanting in 
this Bill. Mr. Mukherjee has drawn attention to sections 84, 85 and 8() 
of the I’ode of Livil l*ro«f(lure. The ilifficulty of importing these gecitions 
into thi.s Bill seems to no* to he this: that, in the Code of ('ivil Pro(?edure, 
choice is given to the Indian Princes to appoint agents, who could sue and 
be sued on behalf oi their masters. If they aciiept the choice, the agents 
could he sued and they coiihl sue on behalf of their masters. The question 
is whether the Ind'aii Princes will appoint agents for the purpose of 
re(*eivjng notices and he hound by the. law'. 

Under the Code of Civil Procedure, the advantages and the disadvantages 
are equally balanced between British India and the States. In this Bill, 
by the appointment of agents, the advantages will be all on the side of 
the Province and the disadvantages w'ill be all on the side of the Indian 
Princes. ' In the circumstances, the Indian Princes may well decline the 
honour and then what will you do? Then again, the mere appointment of 
agents will not be enough. Other provisions w’ould be needed, which wmuld 
require negotiation or conference with the Princes to settle. The difficulties 
are not very easy to solve. 

The next question is the question of criminal law . That ha.s not, I 
believe, been sufficiently dealt with. So far as the criminal liability ia 
ooncemed, it is not easy to say that an Indian Prince, if be commit* an 
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income-tax offence here in Bengal, while remaining within his own State, 
could be punished easily. There are insuperable difficulties in this 
matter. The question arose in 1839, nearly 105 years ago, when Lord 
Macaulay was the Law Member here. He was entrusted with the task of 
drafting a Penal Code for India. He dealt with this question with his 
usual exhaustiveness. He was puzzled by the varieties of the rights, 
privileges and liabilities and the indefinite character of the rights and 
obligations and other matters incidental to each Indian* State. Then he 
felt that it would not be proper to define in general terms the rights and 
liabilities of Indian Princes and he thought that the Indian Penal Laws 
should not apply to them. 

The question as it 8tand.s at present is ably summarized by Dr. Gour, in 
his Penal liaw of India and his words may be read with your permission. 
I read from paragraph 34 of Volume 1, Fourth Edition: “As foreign 
ambassadors are exempt from the Code, so are also foreign sovereigns, and 
for the same reason.” Then later on in paragraph 38 dealing with the 
Indian Princes he said: “Indian Feudatory Princes and Princes in 
political alliance with Government are not British subjects; nor are their 
territories British territory. They are therefore exempt from the operation 
of the Penal Code. And as being heads of their owui State they cannot be 
tried by the tribunals of their creation, it follows that in their case there is 
no judicial trial at all. Offences committed by them do not, however, as a 
rule go unpunished, though the procedure adopted for their trial is not that 
provided by the Code of Criminal Procedure, nor is the evidence adduced 
sifted in fhe light of the Indian Evidence Act. The action of the Govern- 
ment in bringing them to justice in an act of State, against which there is 
no appeal to judicial tribunals, and the sentence passed on them need not 
conform to the description of punishments provided in the Code. The 
usual practice adopted by Government in cases of alleged crime is to 
appoint a Commission of enquiry which takes such evidence as is forth- 
coming, draws up its report and submits it to Government for the 
information of its mind.” 

“The Government then passes a final order and in doing so it may or 
may not adopt the recommendation or the findings of the report. If the 
person affected by the order is aggrieved his only remedy is by a memorial 
to the higher political authority, before whom he is entitled to no audience 
by Counsel. He has no remedy in the Civil Court against his conviction 
if unjust, for this being an Act of State, the Municipal Courts have no 
jurisdiction to enquire into or judge of its propriety or correctness.” 

This may also refer to an act done within the State. But the difficulty 
is that there is no definite authority as to what is to be done in case on 
Indian Prince commits an offence within British India. Difficult questions 
of extradition may easily arise. Trial of such a Prince for an offence 
within British India would be a trial of a Ruler of a sovereign state for an 
offence and would involve difficult questions of International law. It has 
been suggested in this House that the position of an Indian Prince is not 
that of an independent Ruler: that he is, to a certain extent, checked and 
controlled by the paramount power which resides in British Government. 
That may be so, but it does not solve the problem. It is true that, to a 
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large extent, the independence of theee Indian Princes are affected by the 
superior powers of the British Governnieni. That is a mutter which is 
between the Indian Princes and the British (loveriuneut . Whatever may 
be the divi-tion ot power between these two tuithoritie><, tiie C'entrul Govern- 
ment or the Provincial Le^Mslature have |iowt»r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ki i.ni Itahatlui Sahih. 1 do not tlunk >011 need ffo 
into the broader question. I shall lie grateful if you will kimliy confine 
3 ’our»elf to the jioints at i>siic 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: All rig^hf. Sir Mx suhmis- 
sion would be thi'i: that the Bengal Legislature lias power ov(*r llic subject- 

matter. With regard to Imli.ni State-*. 1 think we have nghl lo legislate 

but suitable luachiuerv shoul*] he nicorporated in the iLll h\ which wc ciuild 

enforce the provisions (d the Bill Witli regard to the penal juov isions, 

something should he done to that they aie himling ujion (la* l*rinces. It 
will not do to say that the\ can appoint agents for the purpose of receiving 
punishments. If it were no, nian\ lunnonahle memhtus will la' willing to 
commit fashionable crimes if the.\ cmihl 1 h‘ reasonalily certain that they 
could appoint agents to taki* punishineni on their behalf. In lact, in a case 
in a Village Vnion Ifeuch, an ac( iiscil ju iNon did nrit appi'ar jieiNimal ly, w hen 
called but sent his son and the xm wa> convn ti*d That ^^aN po.ssilde iti a 
Union Bench but wc cannot legislate foi that So fai as ihc criminal law 
is concerned, no agent can he appoinii'd to take the puniNljnM'nt , In the 
circumstances, 1 submit ihat tliest* niatteis shoubi lie carefully considered in 
arriving at a solution Wv are again grateful to >(»u. Sir, lor giving us the 
opportunity (d exjiressing our opinion on thi.s dillif'ult que-tion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr Lalit Lliandra Das. Mr. Dun 1 hope \ou will be 
brief. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right. Sir. Mr. l>ie.si.lciit , Sir, 
whether w'e have got j iir iNdict ion to If'gislate is a point wliif h has bc’tui 
answered by item No. -11 (d List No. 11 cd the 7lh Schedule of the (iftvern- 
merit (d‘ India Act, Lfdd. JU (Idn an Indian Ifuicr having laiols in British 
India can be taxed for income derived from his IjuhIn siiuated in British 
India, and when thi.N is so w t* are c**rtainl\ com]H*lent to Icgislat*' and to 
impose tuxes on income^ deiived ir<»m lamU situa1«*d willitn Itritish india. 

Then, Sir’, there is another |Mijnf w }ii<-h ;irises in this (onnetdion, with 
reference to sub-rule 1*^ and sub-rule \) (d s(*ction 1.^ id our Bill. Seel ion in 
defining- a “Person ’’ lias irx'lmlcd within the definition tin* Ifuici of an 
Indian State. At tlie same time, by •*ub-riilc l‘J it lia*- been ( l(*arl\ stated 
who the Principal (dhcei- should be in relation to the Bn lei of an Indian 
State. It has been staled under sub-rule Lj that the Jbincipul Officer 
should be the manager or agent in Ifengal (d‘ the JLiler rd the imliari State 
concerned. If that is so, Sir, w h_\ should the Buler of an Indian State be 
personally affected'' J say that the Kuler should not lie affected in any 
w'ay. There is a specific section, section Ho, Jji the Civil IbfM'edure tVxle 
W'hich lays dow'ii that persons specially api>ointed by order of tlie fi/»vern- 
ment at the reijuest ot any Sovereign I’rince nr Billing^ Ohief, wli(dhcr in 
subordinate alliance with the British (iovernment or of iierwisc and wind, her 
residing within or without British India or af the ref/uc-^f fd any person 
competent in the opinion of the Government, to act on behalf nf such I rjnte 
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or Chief, to profiecute or defeod any suit on his behalf, shall be deemed to 
be the reeop^nised agents by whom appearanres, acts and applications under 
this Cnflo may be made or done on behalf of such Prince or Chief. The 
only diffieulty seems to be simply with reference to criminal prosecution 
whieh may he started againsi persons who are to pay the tax for income 
arising out of land situated in British India. That diffi«*ulty can be 
obviated, however, if the Government side were a little more explicit. 
Section 2t of the Bill reads thus: *'The Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
should on or before such date in each year a.s may be prescribed, give 
notice, by publication, in sindi newspapers and in such other nmnner as 
may be prescribcol re(|uiring every person whose total agricultural income 
during the jjrevious ycsir exceeded the maximum amount which is not 
chargeable to agri( tiltural income-tax to furnish, within such period not 
being less than si\1\ days as may be specified in the notice, a return in the 
prescribed form, etc., etc.” “As may })c prescribed” are the most 
imj)ortanl wMuds. tf (iovernment w'ould by rule prescribe that notices in 
relation to IIm' Bulcr^ of Indian Statt*s are nr)t to be served on the Rulers 
themHe]v(‘s hut upon their Principal Officers, their managers or their 
recognised ngcTits. then I think the difficulty can he obviated; otherwise 
great dilliculty will arise in relation t(» Indian Rulers from the provision'* 
of sections d‘J, 47, 54 and 55 of the Bill, for these are penal sections. 
Section *•‘2 deals with penalty for conccnilment of im'ome. But upon whom 
is this ]»cnafty to he impo'*ed? Upon the ofticer upon whom the notice has 
bet'll seMcd*^ Jf by rules pres(*rib<*d Government make that clear and 
frame a lule tiiat tlit‘ notit'e is not to be starved upon the Ruler of a State 
but upon its PriiH-i])al Otlieer, namely, manager or agent, then I think 
tht' jienal ])rovi<ions of tin* clause can he avoided; otherwise the diffit'ulty 
will always remain. 

la section 47 of the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T do not think you need go into the clau.ses at this 
stage. Your contention is that the House has the power to legislate 
im])o8ing a tax on the agricultural income arising out of the property of 
Indian States within the province. You liavi* no doubt about that; but 
your difficulty is in connection with the ])(‘nal clauses and you suggest that 
this ditliculty t'an bt* obviated by amending those clauses P 

Mr. LAtIT CHANDRA DAS: M\ objection is also with regard to the 
rule-uiakiiig powms ot Government — to make rule.s hereafter. They should 
make it j)lain lu're and now. The ehnises ma> be amended. Suppose, 
uuder the rule-making power of Government they make no rule in respect 
of Rulers of States. The ditficiilt\ i> this: Government may not make 
any rule so fai- as tin* Ruler of a State is eom-erned. I think. Sir, Govern- 
ment should take steps to make this point spei'ifie and clear. They should 
make liable the Principal Officer or manager as the agent of the Indian 
State residing in British India and not the Ruler of an Indian State for 
any criminal nets done under thi.s Act. In my view, the Ruler is immune 
from any cripiinal prosecution within British India by British Indian 
Courts. He may sit quite tight and »afe in his own territory and he cannot 
be extradited. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. Pn>md«>nt. w« 
all ap])reciate your desire that an important nioasuro likp the Benfral Ajrricul- 
tural Income-tax Rill '.liould not be of sncli a character n?4 would make it 
liable to be sub.sc(|ut‘ntl\ declared invalid 1 quite appreciate that. But 
I would submit that the resp/ui<ibility is with (rovernineut to see that a 
particular Ril! sptm^ored by them f.^Vu rirrs tif tht‘ liCj^islature. I have 
just had the advantaj^e of hearinjr a learned disiussion on this subjt'ct. 
But lonir before this discussion. I had examined this very question which 
has been raised b\ you. Jsir. and other honouruhb‘ meunhers of the House. 

T examined the points very earefullx myself and also soujjht expert adviee; 
#nd I uas eonvinceil that all tlo‘ provisions of the Bill are mtra lurk's of 
the Bengal lieoislature We have very reeeiitly obtained tin* opinion of 
the Advocate-tieneral ho has confirmed the view taken by (lovernment 
with regard to the points raisial. T may say that the discussion which has 
taken ])la(*e in this House this afternoon ha.s <*onvinced me decqily that 
there is no ]>rovision in the Rill whieh is liable to he declar'd ultra vires. 
As ret^ards tin* cpiestion of “jiolicy*’ raised hv tlie honourable Rmider of 
the Opposition, Mi*. Kamini Kumar Dutta, namely, that Oovernment 
should see tliat as far as ])ossible there should he no friction ladween the 
Governnumt of Ihmura! and the Ruler of a State, 1 may Ha> at (»nce tliat 
it is the ]>o1ic\’ id ( inver nnient to sei* that such friction does not tak(‘ place. 
As a matter of j)olic\, il is nnt our intention to administer the Act in the 
manner sujr^ested So tar .i*< the pia>\isions of this Rill are concerned, T 
rejieat that t)ie\ arc uiiliiii the conip(‘t<‘nce of tliis Rejjrislature, 

Sir, the main ]>oirit is: wh(*thcr the Ruler of an Indian State can he taxed 
on his prop(‘rties or investments in Rritish India. 1 am very ^bul to find 
Mr. Kamini Kurmar Dutta in complete apr(*ement with Oovernment as t4) 
the question of compidency of this Tji'^i-slature to enact a law' like th(* Renjfal 
Ajfri(*u]tural Tncom(*-ta\ Act. I think it is well-known that some Rulers of 
Indian States liave very larjze iTiv(‘stments in Rritish India and thosi* invest- 
ments are liable to income-tax by the (hmtral (Tovernment, Similarly, it is 
known that with regard to the properties of Rul«*rs of Indian Stat(‘s, like 
Phakla-Rosanahfol . lhe^ are subject to land revenue- -and not merely to 
land revenue hut to cesses im]>osed by the Ren^’al Provincial Lepfislatiire. 
So, tlicre is ab^olutclv no r<‘ason on ])rinci|)le wb\ another tax cannot be 
imposed in respect of f}if»se projuTties. I wish jnst to refer to the tiovern- 
ment Trading Taxatiim Act. section J shall, with your permission, 

Sir. read section 2 of that Act: 

“2. (/) Where a trade or business of any kind is carried on by or on 

behalf of the Government of an\ part of His Majesty’s Dominions exclusive 
of British India, that Government shall in respect of the trade or business 
and of all operations connected therewith, all property occupied in British 
India and all ffoods owned in British India for the purposes thereof, and 
all income arisinpr in connection therewith he liable — 

(а) to taxation under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, in tljc same 

manner and to the sajpe extent as in the like case a rompnriy 
would be liable; 

(б) to all other taxation for tin* time hein^r in force in British 

the same manner as in the like case any other would e 
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( 2 ) For tbe purpo.«ie8 of the levj^ and collection of income-tax under the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, in accordance with the provisions of sub- 
eection (7), any Government to which that sub-section applies shall be 
deemed to be a comj)any within the meaning of that Act, and the provisions 
of that Act shall apply accordingly." 

Sir, 1 have read this particular, section of a very important Act for this 
reason. It is my case that on the basis of the above section the British 
Indian incomes of Rulers of Indian States in their public and official caj)acity 
and alho of Dominion Governments, are })eing taxed under the Indian 
Income-tax Act and tlmt the provision for service of notice on such Rulers 
and Dominion Government under the Income-tax Act is the same as in the 
present Bill, namely, that it can be served either by post or as if it were a 
summons issued un(h*r the (’ivil ]*r(»cedure Code. 

Sir, 1 do not tliink that recent amendmcnl of section 8(i of the Civil 
Procedure Code*, to which reference has been made, is a v(‘rv material 
point against me. 

In that amendment the (Vown Representative has been speidfically 
mentioned for the siinj)le reason that the function of a Crown R(‘])reseniativc 
was specifically created by the (iovcrii incut of Inilia Act, Rfdo There 
was no special significance attaching to that amendment. 

J submit. Sir, that in view ot the very definite opinion ol the Advo'ate- 
Generul and of what I have stated, the House will now agree that t[ie\ can 
safely pioc(*ed to consider the diffenmt clauses of the Bill unt raiiiinclled 
by any feeling that any of the provisions enacted here will he successfully 
challenged in a court of law’. Sir, the whole ])oint with regard to the 
liabilit\ of the Rulers to tlie jurisdiction of courts in Jiritish India is this: 
A provision in this Bill may be inoperative to tin* exttuit that a Ruler 
fiucceeds in establishing his immunity. A jiarticular provision may he 
inoperative in (‘crfain eiri'uiustanees and that is the wot st that may hapjien. 
We have the ('oinpettuiev to legislati*. \Vt‘ have (he jiowei to prosecute, 
if necessary, the Ruler of a State. But if a Ruler estahlislies some kind 
of iinniiinity in respect of something, well there we ma\ lose; but that 
does not make our law a had law . This is all f wish to Na> . Sir, as regards 
the Rulers ot States trying to avoid, it is not ahva\s clear what immunities 
a Ruler may possess. Many liyjiothetieal tpiestions arise. I need not 
answ’er them. And yet I think complications should he avoided and our 
provision should be as straightforward as jiosNihle. It law or usage gives 
an immunity to a person by virtue ot his .status, we cannot help it. But 
1 submit, Sir, that our j)rovisions liave been so (*arelully trained that we 
shall not he losers to any considerable extent by the (‘xercise of any 
immunity on the part of the Rulers. We are not only competent to 
legislate: we have by this Bill offered a machinery by whicli the tax on 
the agricultural incomes of the Rulers of States in Bengal will safely he 
in the (‘otters of the Bengal Treasury. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of iuformation, Sir. May 
I ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister whether it is the opinion of the Advocate- 
General also? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I was going to suggest that in view of 
the fact that Government relies so much on the opinion of the learned 
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Adrwte-General, Qoveriuu«Bt atsy invit* him to ojqtlain th« points to th« 
*fc ^ *^.’'*!?-**'* COiWAMlJ Sir. I hsTo reqoMtod 

oiLfifr^H rr, *” «p*ct «f a* 

qnostwn. He will be available on !■ riday nex*. 

t».-**ji!!***!?***T‘. matter. I auggest that we meet 

the Ad^ate-Oenero here on Friday next, and we do not take up any non- 
oflicial business on that da.\ , provided tiovernment are prepared to give us 
another day for eonsideration of the non-official business. It is a very 
importMt question: so let i.s deci.le that we hear the Advocate-General on 
the points of law on Friday next. 

KHm ■ahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir. 1 have a certain important 
nm "itli regard to several notices of amendments 

rog^ardiDgr this Bill whicli wen* sul>iintte<) lat^*. 

Ufa PRESIDENT: Thank >ou very iimch for mentioning it. Lat^ 
amendmeutf) will W admitted. 

Mr. HABIBULLAH CHOWOHURY: Sir I gave notice of a qneation 

m connection with Tippera ChakLi Ho.sauwbad 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I Imv^' not 'seen thifn <|iietttioD. 

The House .stands adjourned till 2-10 p.m. on Fricky. 

Adjournintiit. 

The Omncil then adjourned till 2-10 p.m. <>n Krida\ , the 2.*hd .lime, 
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The following member* were abeent from the meeting held on the itiik 
June, ld44: — 

(1; Mr. Sultanuildin Ahmed. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nunil Amin. 

(3) Mr. Eader Bakah. 

(4) Hai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Reaa Chowdhury. 

(S) Mr. N. C. IMtta. 

(7) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofian. 

(9) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan 

(10) Mr. N. N. Moholauabish. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(16) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(10) Dr. Kabiniddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No» SO. 


The Cai’NCiL luvt in tlu* J.cirishitivf* Chaiui»«r of the Leg^inlative Buildinfr, 
Calcutta, on Moiulay, th»* June, 194JI, at 2-15 p.in., beiu^ the fiftieth 

day of the hirst Session oi 1914, putsuuut to sei tion of the 

Gtu'ernment of India Act, 1915. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasaii Singh Koy, k.c.i.e.) wa» 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, we are anxious to hear the learned 
Advocate-( lenera 1 and so flierc* may he no questions ai. i answers today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. AVhat is it, Mr. MeshahuddinP 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: 1 was suyinjr that I have advioed the 
Hon’hle Ministers that there would he n<» <|uestionM today, for we would be 
listeninjLc to th<‘ address of the Advocate-Oeneral. 1 understooil, Sir, that 
he Avnuld he addressing the House iininediately we met. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whnt made you understand that? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED; The other day 1 emiuired of the Chair 
and that is what I understood from y(»u. Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR : Then why was the list of llnesti<>ns and 
An.swers eireiilafed to iis todjiy? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ttrder, ord(*r. Are not the Hon’hle Ministers present 
in the Cham her lo(ia>’ to aiiswtu- the ({UestionH? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In ti.at ca.se, tin* (inestions may he held over today. 
But witliniil the t‘\]ir(*ss pio-mission (»f th(‘ Chair 1 do not think the Chief 
AVhip of this House had any ri^ht to assume that there would he no questions 
today. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir. the Whip is slighting the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There is no question of sligliiinj^ the 
House. I believe it is a case of mi.suiiderstandini^. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I emjuire how this misunderstand- 
ing arises? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Meshahuddin says that he crujuired of the (’hair 
and 1 tfdd him that the Ad vocat(*-(teneial would address the House and Mr. 
Meshahuddin thought that there would he no (luestions, tliou^^h In* had no 
right to do so. 1 am, however, prepared to take this as a case of genuine 
misunderstanding. So the (iU(*stions are held over till the next day. 

Th(‘ Secretary will now read the Message from the liegislative Asseml)ly. 

Message from the Legislative Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the folhiwing message has 
been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly : — 

‘‘The Advocate’s Kohe.s Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly at its meeting held on May 1‘2, 1944, has been duly 
signed by me and is annexed herewith. The eoneurrenee of the 
Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested.” 

SYED NAUSHEK ALI. 

Speaker^ 

Bengal Legislative Assembly* 


128 



1092 


AGEICULTTJRAL INCOME-TAX BILL. [23ed Juke, 

Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Advocate's Robes Bill 1944, as 
passed by the Assembly at its meeting held on the 12th May, 1944. 

Points of low arising out of tho Bengal Agricultural inoomo-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The Advocate-General is here to explain 
the points of law that have arisen in connection with the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill. I would first of all like to place before the House the 
points on which he is to address the House. I place the points, one by 
one : — 

(1) Is the Provincial I^jegislature competent to pass legislation imposing 
duties and obligations on the Ruler of an Indian State in his public and 
official capacity? 

In this connection, I would draw the attention of the learned Advocate- 
General to the proviso to section 2(7) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
under which His Majesty's functions in relation to Indian States can be 
exercised only through the Crown representative or officers under the Crown 
representative. So, will the provisions in the Bill, which propose to invest 
the officers of the Provincial Government with powers to impose duties and 
obligations on the Rulers of Indian States in their public and official 
capacity, be rntrn vire.K of the Provincial Legislature? 

(2) Is the existing usage, according to which the Ruler of an Indian 
State pays tax on lands belonging to the State within the British territory, 
such as revenue, cess, etc., aplicable to agricultural income-tax which is a 
personal tax, though assessed with ref(‘rence to ijicome from land? In view 
of section 285 of the Government of India Act, 1935, can such tax and 
obligations he imposed on tin* Princes? Since section 285 ]>re8erves the 
existing rules and privilege.s of the Rulers of Indian States, can any fresh 
liability or duty ho imposed upon them ? 

In this connection, 1 would also like to ineidion that the doverninont 
Trading Taxation Act of 1920 whicli is an Act of tlie Iiidian (Vntral Legisla- 
ture, was a consensual legislation based on agreement arrived at in one of 
tho Imperial conferences. That is tlie genesis of that Art. Can that 
principle a.pply to the Bill which is now before the House imposing duties 
and obligations oii the Ruler of aii Tn<lian State in bis piihlic and official 
capacity ? 

(3) Would not clauses 53 and 54 of the Bill read with clauses 2(.9) and 
2(7-^) make the Ruler of an Indian State in bis public and official capacity 
subject to prosecution and punishment hv British Indian courts? Does not 
the Bill propose to give jurisdiction to courts where such jurisdiction does 
not lie? 

(4) Clause 61 of the Bill read with clau.se.s 2(9) and 2(75) enables notices 
and requisitions to be served on the Ruler of an Indian State by post. Can 
proceedings be started against the Ruler of a State in this manner? 

In this connection, I would draw the attention of the Advocate-General 
to the cases of Mighell r.s. Sultan of lohort*, of Stathara vs, Statham and 
Gaek'war of Baroda, and of I>iiff Development Company vs, Sultan of 
Kalentan. In this connection, I would also draw’ his attention to section 86 
of the Civil Procedure Code, as amended by the Order in Council promulgated 
after the passing of the Government of India Act of 1935, transferring the 
power of granting sanction for institution of suits against the Rulers of 
Indian States from the Governor-General in Council to the Crowm representa- 
tive. 

(5) In view of the proviso to section 2(7) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, can officers of th^ Provincial Government, such as the Aricultural 
Income-tax Officers, exercise powers over the Ruler of a State in his public 
and official capacity? Provisions conferring rights on officers of Provincial 
Government — are they not repugnant to section 2(7) of the Government of 
India Act? 
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These are the main points. Now, the procedure that I propose to loUow 
is: that alter the learned Advocate-tteiierul has addressed the House 
and explained the points ot law, there should be no general discussion on 
points mentioned by him ; but ii any honourable member ieei.*i any douht in 
regard to a particular point ne ma> have it i ! eared by putting questions. 

I will now’ request the learned Advo» ^te-Ueiierai to address the House. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE (Advocate^Cenorat) : (1) The Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill seeks to impose a tax on agm uitural income. It is covered by item 
No. 41 in the Trovinciul Jn^t, Thtueiore, this House has got full and 
plenary power to pass any iaw dealing with agricultural income-tax for the 
province 

Khan Sahib FARIDUODIN AHMED: Sir, may 1 suggest that the 
Advocate-Ueneral may kindl\ go over ti» (lie niieroplH'’^’e so that there may 
not be any dithculty in hearing him I" 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Sir, the ohjet i ot this legislation is to impose a tax 
on the agricultural income derived tu.m luml situuteil ui the province. It 
is covered by items and 41 ot tlio l*rovinciai List. The Provincial 
Government has, therelore, tiilj and plenars power to puss laws which would 
affect lamls in the provima' and inconn* denveil from land in the province. 
The question tliat lias aiuseii i>; whether (he l^ruviucial Jit'gislul ure is 
competent to impose duties and ohli^^at loiis on the llub'r of an Imliau State 
ill respect of such incoim*. It will lx* <d<*ar Irom the Provincial List, items 
21 and 41, that it is within the j»owei id (lie I’rovima* to jniss laws on this 
subject . 

With refeieiice to section 2(/) ot the ( to\ ei niiieiit (d India Act, Ibdo, it 
may be said that tlie r<'s(‘rval ion ol the powei ot Ills Majt‘s(y is “exijopt in so 
far as may be otherwise jirovided h\ or under this Act”. It Jias been 
provided by this Act that tin' jiiovime has (nil power to levy tax on 
agricultural iueoim^. 'rin‘]<doir, 1 .siilniiii respei ttully that section 2(/) of 
the Cjoveriimeiit of India .\i t does not st.md in tin' w ot the jiow'er of 
the Provincial Legisiatuie to deal with this point. 

(2) The next (|ues(ioii i^ ; is (in* existing usuage, according to which 
the Ruler of an Indian State j)a\s taxes on land heloiiging to the State, wdthin 
British territory, such as revmiue, <ess, etc., appiicahle to agricultural 
income-tax whicdi is a /xt.snnft/ tax, though assessm! with reference to iiHuiiiie 
fjroin laud’' Jt is expiessl\ iMiveieil hy item.s 21 and 41 of the Seventh 
Schedule. It is true that s<» far as (lie iiovtunmeui Trading Taxation Act, 
1926, is concerned, it was passed on an ugieeineiit between the Government 
and the JVinces; hut (liat is Muly a mutter ol historical importance. The 
validity of tlie Act doe> not depend on (he existing agreement between the 
Princes and the Government, hut on the fact that that Act has been passed 
by the Indian Legislature. Jt is true that that Act was passed before the 
new Constitution came into force. In considering the question whether 
this subject comes within the ambit of the Legislature we have to examine 
the three lists carefully and we find that this Bill does not affect the rights 
and obligations of the Crown but only seeks to impose a tax on the income 
which the Princes derive from the laiid.s withiiy the province. 

(3) The next question is, “Would not clauses 53 and 54 of the Bill read 
with clause 2(9) and clause 2(15) make the Ruler of an Indian State in his 
public and official capacity expressly subject to prosecution and punishment 
by British Indian Courts? Does not the Bill therefore expressly confer 
jurisdiction on Courts which such courts do not possess?” 

This does not present any difficulty at all. The power of the Provincial 
Legislature is confined to lands within the province, and any offence 
arising out of transactions with reference to lands is a matter within tha 
provincial legislative sphere. There is no reason why an Indian Prince who 
owxta I wTtdw within the province and who does not pay land revenue shouid 


V 



1094 


AGEICXFLTtTBAL INCOME-TAX BILL. [23»d Jtthe, 

not be brought within the ambit of this legislation. The question whether 
he can be tried by municipal courts is one which is quite simple. There is 
nothing in the Act which prevents this Legislature from providing for the 
trial ot persons who have committed an olience with reference to lands 
within the province. Whether a particular Prince who has committed an 
o^ence can claim immunity or not is a matter which is to be decided if and 
wlieu such question ahses. The Prince’s claim to immunity is a matter of 
International iiaw which is something like Common Law. But the Pro- 
vincial Legislature has power to abrogate the Common Law, to modify it, 
and when this is done the immunity so long enjoyed by the Indian Prince 
by virtue of the International Law disappears. Therefore, if an olience is 
committed under clause 54, there is no question of any legal bar nor of want 
of jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature to pass a Bill which would bring 
the Princes within the law. 

(4j The fourth question is: “Clause 60(7) of the Bill read with clause 
2(9) and clause 2(7J; enables notices and requisitions to be served on the 
Ruler of an Indian State by post. Can proceedings be started against the 
Ruler of a State in this manner?” 

Reference has been made to the three well-known cases, namely, the case 
of Migliell v$. Sultan of Johore, the case of Statham r.?. Stutham and Guekwar 
of Baroda, and the case of Ihiif Development Company o*. Kalaiitan Govern- 
ment. In Knglund, Jnternatioiial Law applies to its fullest e.\tent, and the 
Rulers of Independent States can claim absolute immunity and they cannot 
be tried by English C'ourts. But here Interi^itional Law does not apply 
to its fullest extent. Section 86 of the Civil Procedure Code lias curtailed 
the rights of the Ruler of an Indian State. 'I'hat is an illustration wliere 
the International Law' has been modified l>y Statute. That i^^ exactly what 
is souglit to be done by this piece of legislation. Therefore, the riglit of 
immunity, not being an absolute claim, can be modified by an appropriate 
legislation of the Legislature. 

(5) The fifth question is, “In view of the jiroviso to section 2(7) ot the 
Governnu'ut of India Act, 1085, can officers of the Provincial (.Juvcrnuicnt, 
such as Agricultural Income-tax Officcis, exercise powers in respect of the 
Ruler of an Indian State in his public and official capacity?” 

Sir, I know of no law which prevents Provincial Government from 
sending a summons to a Prince, provided it has reference to matters which 
relate to a legislation within the Province or to a subject within the powers 
of the liegislature. So long as that subje< t is witliin the powers of the 
Legislature, this Legislature necessarily has all the pow'ers to serve notices 
and to do everything necessary to attain the main object of the Bill. 

These are all that I have got to say in respect of the questions which 
were put to me for elucidation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There are within Bengal the estates of 
three Indian Princes, namely, those of the Maharaja of Tripura, the 
Maharaja of Cooch Behar and the Maharaja of Maurbhanj. These lands 
lie within British territory and if a summons has to be i.s.sued against them 
for any offence under section 53 or section 54 of the Bill, how is the law 
to be applied to them? How' can they he brought out from their own 
territories and tried in a British court of law'? Suppose, a summons is 
issued against the Maharaja of Tripura and he chooses to remain in his 
capital at Agartala, how, in that case, is he to be brought before the Indian 
courts for trial? I would like the learned Advocate-General to kindly 
throw light on this point. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: In this case it is not a question of the law of extradi- 
tion at all. If from the facts of the case a notice has got to be served upon 
the Ruler of an Indian State for an offence under this Act and he chooses 
not to obey it, then it will simply come to this that you cannot execute the 
process; that is all. It would just be like an Englishman who owns land 
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in Bengal and has gut to pav thivs tax hut he happens to be in London and 
80 cannot be brought out. The law i« hitra vires; there is nothing wrong 
with the law. You could not simply execute it on aoct)unt of the peculiar 
circumstances of the case. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER«f£E: In siu h a case I would 
like to know whether tliere enn any nrichiiiery t<>r enltucing the 

payment of tlu* tax. You eaniiot get tlie ptu'^on within the province; that 
is quite clear. Hut the (juestjou is in what manner under the provisions of 
this Act this tax can Ik‘ t(*alised Ironi the Ituler of an Indian State. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I'hat )H)int, 1 think, does not arise Iroin the 
questions before the House; that is the busiiH‘ss of the draftsman in the 
Legislative IX'partment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: i iie Kuler ennnot be 
brought out from his lernlory -that we learn from tht' Advoiaite-t iemoal ; 
but what is the marliineiy hy which this tax can be rcalis<‘d from him if 
he choi^scs not to pay it Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It i. not the duty of the leained Ad \ ocate-( iem*ral 
to impi-ove the ilrafting <d tlie Hill. 'Ihe A«lvocat«*-t ifmr.vl h.i*. gumi his 
opinion on the iioinls ot law that ari'^e out of the IbU as )l ha^ biam drafted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The (‘\pr(“*'ioii “Indian Sla(«**‘ 
has been defined in siation dll of tin* (iuvernrneni of India Act, Ibdd. and 
that I think will to a c(‘itaui i-xtcnt eliminate sunn' of our ditlicnltics. An 
Indian State, ac<‘ording to this <letiiiit ion , is mo an\ iein(oi\ whiidi is in 
British holla. So, if an Imhan State has got to ])ay an agi icu ! I ura I imaone- 
ta.\ on any land within Hmigal, which is within Hiitoh Imha. then while 
functioning in Ihoig’al, it <‘eases to be an Indian State within (In* no'aning 
of th<‘ (lovernment of India Act. I shouhl like 1 (j know fiioii the loarned 
Advocate-t ieneral whether this didinition will remo\e sono* oi llo* ditlienlties 
in this resp(‘ct. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: 1 am not sure, Sir, if 1 have followed the question; 
but the definition ot an “Indian Sfate”, as givmi in fii(‘ ( lovni iinoMil ol India 
Act, will siip])oit the purixjses of tlu‘ Agricultufal Im-ome-taN Art So far 
as this Hill is coioMOiied, there does not siMon to lie an\ diHiioilly at all, 
because tlo* delinitnoi of the word “p<*rHon” imdudes a Hindu nndi\i(h‘d jfont 
family, a fiini. a conijniny and the Ruler of an Indian State; and the* Ruler 
of an liolian Slat(‘ means the ruler of such State in his joiblic and oflicia! 
capacit N . So, if such a Ruler has got laml in British tniilorv, then his 
income from that land may be sought to he affected. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, w Init I w atitinl to eiujuiro 
was this: According to the (Jovernment of India Aft, \\v h*arn tiiat an> 
territory which is witliin British India is not an Indian Slate. W ill the 
Government of India Act, by this definition, ♦‘xeiude anv area which is owned 
by an In<lian State but which is within tlie British t«Tritoi\ am! thus ceiise 
to have any of the advantages which are derived by an Indian Slate by the 
definition!'' The definition wdiicb removes an Indian Stale from the category 
of an Indian State and of all those advantages and disad vantages wliicli are 
reserved to an Indian State by the Government of India Act, wi’l cease to 
apply to .such area. So the area in whicli we are legislating will ceasf* to 
be an Indian State, according to the Government oi India Ad. In fliat 
case, all the troubles vanish. This is only a suggestirm. 1 want tf» know 
whether that would be so. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: The dehnition given in the Government of India Act 
of an Indian State includes any territory whether describerl a **r 

otherwise. So, it is intended to include other States which 
cannot be included within the definition of the words Indian State , 
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That is the only puri>ose of the definition in section 311. Whether described 
as a State, an Estate, a Jagir or otherwise, it will be deemed to be an Indian 
States for the purpose of the Government of India Act. 

Kliail BahAdur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The other question which I 
would ask is this: we feel that the Provincial Leg'islature has a right to 
impose Agricultural Income-tax on the Ruler of an Indian State. But the 
question is — the Bill does not provide any machinery lor serving and sending 
notices to Indian States. 1 would like to know whether proper 
machinery should and may he introduced in the Bill for making it possible 
for Us to send notices to Indian States and provide for substituted services 
as tluue are in the Codes of (.riminai and Civil Procedure. Whether in 
order to make things complete, a suitable machinery could be inserted in 
the Bill. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: It is for the Provincial Legislature to do so. The 
Provincial Legislature has full power to adopt proper machinery; whether 
you will do so is a matter entirely for you to rlecide. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The Indian Princes have got 
special j)rivileges under section 8(> of the Civil I’rocedure Code. 
There is a recent ruling of the Calcutta High Court, J. L. R. Volume 35, 
(Jaloutta, Jiuge 777. In that case it was held that a suit tor title tor land 
within Bengal belonging to the Maharaja ot Tippera was not maintainable 
in a British court without proper sanction. The question that I wish to 
suggest, is this: tliai in spite ol the power given to the provincial legislature 
ov<‘r Jill })erson.s this law, indicated in section 8(1, lias not been attected in 
conseciuence ol the enactment ot the (iovernuient of India Act, 11135. 5\5‘ 

find tiiut still the Indian Princes enjoy certain privileges under the Code ot 
Civil Pro(‘ednre. Tluue is the India Order; that has not b(‘en allowed to 
alfeet this privilege. There is some kiml of privilege enjo\ed by Indian 
Princes. So 1 w’ould like to knoAv wliether any ditliculty ma.\ arise about 
this privilege’ which se’enis to be at tln^ bottom of tliis (‘oncejitiun — whetbei' 
that privilege may in some way be aflVcted by tin’s enactment. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: 1 Privileges are not conferred by any Act of the Indian 
Ijcgislatun’. That is a matter ot public iuteriiational law. Th\> Legisla- 
ture has jileuai’) power to ait'eet the privileges coiiterred by those law\s not 
seeking to affect any existing Indian Jaw. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, may 1 enquire it returns are filetl 
by the principal officer of the Ruler of a State, — principal othcer is defined 
in sub-section (/^) ot section 2 us “the manager or agent in Bengal of the 
Ruler of the Indian State’’ — then wdio would be liable for criminal pro.se- 
eution, Ruler of the Indian State or the principal otticei-y 

Mr. 8. M. DOSE: Lf the principal officer violates any provision of the 
Bill, he wdll be prosecuted; and if the Ruler violates, he wdll be prosecuted. 
There cannot be any vicarious apportionmeut of responsibility ! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Advocate-General, may I refer you to the 
portion of Wheaton's International Law where the status of Indian and 
protected States bus been described: “They (Indian States) are not 
subjected to legislation by the Indian Legislature or by the Legislative 
Councils of the Presidency in which they are situated; nor is the law of 
British India administered within their borders”. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: That will be so far as their own State is concerned, 
not in reference to any State in British India. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I refer to proviso to section 2 { 1 ) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935? It is said, “Provided that any powers 
connected with the exercise of the functions of the Crown in its relations 
with Indian States shall in India, if not exercised by His Majesty, be 
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zeroised only by, or by persons acting under the authority of His Majesty *s 
Representative for the exercise of those functions of the Crown’ \ 

Now, here under the amended section 86 of the Civil Procedure Code, is 
not sanction from the Crown Representative necessary? 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: This Legislature does iu»t affect the power at all. 
The Agricultural Inromc-tux Bill dtv- not affect that power in any way. 
It does not attempt to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mas I J>ut another question? l)(»es not the Hill go 
beyond that? Arc not certain duties and obligations going to be imposad 
on the Ruler of an Indian State in his official or public capacity and in that 
case does it not retiuire the ‘Sanction of the Crown Representative, if any 
power of His Majesfv is (o be exercised with relation to the Rul(*r of an 
Indian State? 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: So iai Us tliis Hill is (MMicenied, it dtu's not affect the 
power of the Ruler of an Indirui State in his ofliidal or othc‘r capa<'it\ . This 
Bill does not seek to encroai h ujmn the rights of Rulers of Indian States. 
It may be that furtlier sanction is lunessarv. This Hill does not deal with 
Indian Prinees quo Indian Ihiiu'es; b\it ^^i^h to the zemimlari 

or witli respect to tlie lands in the ])rovince. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M. A In oca 1 e-( I tMieia 1 , what uboni the definition 
regarding the oth(‘ial oi pnidir cajiaeitN of a Rnh‘r of an Indian State? 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: dtiis ha'< to la* reail in eont«*\t with tin* wlodt* Hill. 
It only refers to the land ot a Ruling Prince in Htoigal ainl not elKcwherc. 
Th«‘n*for(‘, th(‘ Hill i', tml '.ceking to aff<*et tlu* status or the po\v<‘is of an 
Indian Prince so far as his own terriioiN is <‘one(‘rned or to curtail his 
privilege in any way. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: An agrienlt iirul income-tax like other iin'orne-taxes 
is not ji land tax; it is a prrsontil tax, although it is imtiosed with n‘ferene(' 
to the Ruler’s ineouie out of the land situatial in Hritish India. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: A ))ei*.oii;il Im‘onu‘-ta.\ Hill is c(>nfinei1 to in(*ome to 
be derived from projteily in Hengal ami not elsewliere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tl.ank you. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: AfaN 1 draw tlu^ attention 
of the Hoii’lile Advocate-fieneral to seertion l^.o of the (Jovernnu’nt of India 
Act which runs thus: — 

“Subject as hereinatter iirovided, the (lovernnicnt of a Provine(‘ and 
the Ruler of a Federated State shall not be liable to federal 
taxation in respe<d of lands or buildings situate in Hiitisli India 
or income accruing, arising or reeeivml in Hritish India”: 

In this connection, I may also r<»ad one or two sentences from the Notes 
of Aiyar on the Oovernnient of India Act which are as follows: 

“The levy of a municiiial rate has heen lield to be the imjiosition of a 
tax within the meaning of this prohibition”; and 
and then he refers to tin* Afunicipal Council of Sydney rs. The Coninion- 
wealth which runs as follows: — 

“A Municipal Corporation cannot have any greater power to impose 
taxation than the state bv w^bich it was created and by which its 
own powers are conferred”. 

Now, it seems to me that the Provincial authority, i.r., the Province of 
Bengal is created no doubt bv the senior authority, i r., the Crown, and if 
the Crown and the Federated State are not competent to impose any 
the Ruler of an Indian State, the ruling which is onoted from the * 

Commonwealth Law Report, that is, that “a Afunicipal f orporn ion 
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have any greater power to impose taxation than the State Would 

not that create any difficulty so far as the Province of Bengal is concerned P 
I may also read one or two sentences more from Aiyar which are as 
follows : — 

“The word ‘tax’ in this context has been held to include not only ‘an 
enforced levy for the purposes of general Government’ in the 
narrow -^euse of the term, but also any imposition by whatever 
name called. A state which has itself no power to make such 
a levy cannot confer the power under another name, and in a 
t ^)/jstitutional instrument defining and limiting the power of 
('onstitutional authorities, the word ‘tax’ must be construed in 
the wider sense and the prohibition of the imposition of the tax 
must be held to include a prohibition of any such imposition by 
a delegated authority.” 

That is the ])oint. 

Mti 8. M. B08E: Not having seen the Australian case, 1 would not 
venture an opinion. I would rather suspect that the relevant provisions of 
the Australian (’oiistitiition Act are in terms, entirely different from the 
Government of India Act, Iftdo. Apart from that, section I't") of the 
Government of Imlia Aet by its implieation suggests that the Provinee has 
tin* ))OW(*r lo tax. The ])()wer to tax which the Provincial Legislature has, 
is by xirtue of section 100. Section lo5 is the only limitation ot the power 
of tile Centre to levy taxes. If it was intended to restrict tin' power of 
the province, ^ou would have expected similar sections in the Constitution 
Act . 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May 1 refer once again to 
si'ction ‘JSo of tilt' Government of India Act P Cnder fliat section, s\ihjoct, 
in 4 he case of a Federated State to the provisions of the Instrument of 
Accession of tliat State, nothing in this Act affects tlie rights and 
obligations of the Crown in relation to any Indian State. Now, as the 
Britisli (!rown \Nas under an obligation not to impose any tax upon any 
Ituling'Prinee hidbre the FtMleral ]iart of the Government of India A('t was 
enforced, would not that l>e liit by tlie provision of section ‘.iS') P 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: It is not a question of the power of legislation at all: 
the flower of legislation is there, hut may not be in operation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If we can legislate about tbe criminal 
firost'cution of tbe l?ub*r of an Indian State in person, can we also legislate 
about the jirocess or tlie summons that are to be served on lum and as to 
bow tin' Princes can be brought down to British India P 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: The firovinee has no power to make any law which 
would hring the Hiller of an Indian State outside his territory. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Exactly so. In thi.s Bill we are legis- 
lating about the eriminal firoseoution of the Buler of an Indian Stale in 
fiei'son and the leained Ad\ ocale-Gein'ral .says that we are capable of doing 
that. But at the same time it is said that we cannot legislate as to the 
profier method of serving the process on such a Ruler. If you cannot do 
that, then 1 submit what is the use of having a power which is altogether 
infructuous ! 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: That is a question of policy: the power is there. 
But wlu'ther it will have any effect or not is a question of policy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 take it that no other honourable member desires 
to put questions to the learned Advocate-General. I thank the Advocate- 
General for kindly addre.ssing the House and explaining the difficult points 
that have arisen in connection with this Bill, I propose to give my ruling 
at that next sitting day. Thank you, Mr. Advocate-General, 
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The Hoii*tile Khan Bahaderr MlYtil MUAZILAMUDOIN HOtAINi 

Sir, 1 auomt that Governinent have put in certain axnendmente to this Bill 
but they have not yet decided whether they would move any of them or 
not. Government, accordingly, would now want a few da>t<' time lor this 
purpose. I wouhl, theiefore, request \ ' u. Sir, to adjourn the llou^ till 
the 3rd of July, when the Bill will he taken u|», clau>e clau.He, and 
finished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you allow us t»» protest against the 
manner in which Government is getting this House adjourned on the plea 
that they are not ready f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I do not think there is anything to prtitest 
against. It is a Govern men I measure and an important piece of legisla- 
tion. Government have also given notice of certain auieiulmenta. If 
they asked for some time to lonsider those umeiidmeiiis, is there anything 
10 object to? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. I Imve sent out some 
amendments at short notice after the expir\ ol the due time. I pray that 
they inaj^ be admitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There w'ill now be plenl\ of lime tor giving notice 
of amendments. 

The House now stands adjourned till 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Ma^ I suggest that the House be 
adjourned till the 4tb July and uot till, the 3rd. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it is for Govenuneut to sugg«*st till which 
date the House should be adjourned. 

(Consultation took place between the lioii’ble Chiel Minister and the 
Hon’ble the JiCader of the House.) 

Tim Honourable Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

All right, Sir, w'e have no objection to the House being adjourned till tlo' 
4th of July. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till l-dtl p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 4th July, 1944. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-3(1 p.m. on J'uesday, 4th July, 

1944. 
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MKMBEBS ABSENT. 


[28u JcitB, 1M4.] 


MfMbtfi /UMtnL 

The following members were abeent from the meetiiig held on the 23rd 
June, 1944; — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(8) Rai Bahadur E. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Beta Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Eabir. 

(9) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Ehan. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Moholanabieh. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Pureaell. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Mr. K. Boy Chowdhury. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(15) Ehan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha 

(16) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEaSLAlWE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First SMsiofi, 1944— N*. 51. 


Thb Council met in the Ivegisiative Chamber of the l/Ogislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 4th July. 11M4, at l-dd p.m., being the 
fifty-first day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to sei tion (;2<^Ha) 
of the Government of India Act, HKlo. 

Mr. IVesident (the lIoiTbIc Sir liuoi Puasao Sinou IUiy. k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Security prisoners* 

194. Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will llie llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the *1101110 Departiio'nt lie pleased to .state — 

(fl) the total number of '‘ceurity prisoners ot this Province so far taken 
into custody under tlo' Defence of finlia Itules and Act; 

(h) the number of the families of these security prisoners receiving 
inainteiianc(‘ allowance from the (irovernment ; 

(r) the lowest sum sanctioned by the ( lovernment in the ('uses of the 
above families and the numbt'r of families receiving such suma ; 
and 

(d) if the Ilon’bli* Minister will be pleaseil to lay on the Table a staU'- 
in(‘iit showing amounts of money granted as maintenance of 
family allowam'c against the name of eui li seioirity prisoner ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (o) All persons ^ireviously detained uiuler rule 

2(j of the Defence ot India Itules are now. by provisions of the Restriction 
and Detention ttrdinanee (t)idinan(‘e III of 1944). deeim*d to have been 
detained und(*r that ( )i diiia nee. There are two kinds id such prisoners, one 
political security jiri.soners and the other eriminal security jirisoriers. The 
num l^^r of political Heeunty prisoners w'as 1,281 on the f>th June, 1944, 
whilt* that of criminal secoiiity prisoners was 2,blt> on the 28th April. 1944. 

(h) J'lie information asked for is not readilv available and its (‘olleciion 
would involve an amount of time and labour not justifiable in wartime 

(c) Its. Kl per men.sem but tlie information legarding the numbei of 
families receiving such sums is not readily available. 

(d) The honourable member is referred to my reph to (h). 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Aiismg out of (A), is n noi a tact that 
there is 111 tin* Home Department a record of the iiuniber of fumilies of these 
security prisomos wlio are receiving maintenance allowances from 
Govern imuit ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ('ertainl\; but the records 
are in difi’ereni place.s an<] it is difficult to collatt* tlnun together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will tlie Don Tile Minister be pleased 
to state how the collection of the number will involve an amount of time 
and labour “not justifiable in wartime”, when it would be available 
from the departmental records? I think the time and labour involve 
would not be much and it could be easily made available. 

ISO 
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TIm Hoil*llto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, I have already made it 
clear that the records are maintained in different places and not in one place. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Is it in different districts and not in 
the Secretariat herer* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ves. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (t), it is said that Its. 10 
per mensem is giveri as maintenance. Are the (iovernment serious in saying 
that this sum is adequate for the maintenance when the price of rice is 
ruling 80 highi' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe this sum relates 
onljj^ to those who, according to the rules laid down Jor allowing such 
maintenance allowance, are not entitled to anything; these allowances have 
been granted as compassionate allowances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When this allowance has been granted 
on ground of compassion, could not the Hon hie Minister extend the limit 
HO that the sum gnmted might mean some relief to the recipient without 
putting the figure at its. 10 whi<'h is ridiculous when rice is selling at 
over Its. 40 a maund ? 

Taking part in election by Government servants. 

195. Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY; (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department la* })lea,se(l to state whether 
Government servants are entitled to propose, second or otherwise actively 
help any (‘andidatc for election to the Legislature or to any local body? 

(6) Is it a fa(;t that Mr. Mir Abdiis Sayeed, Staff Officer, Hallyganj 
A.R.P., and Mr. Nasir Ahmed, Stafl* Officer, Oossipui Fire-Fighting Service, 
have proposed the name of Dr. Korban as a candidate in the present general 
election in the Falcutta ( ’orp(»ratinn ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaje Sir HaZIMUDDIN : {</ ) t ioverTino’iit .strvants are 

not so entitled. 

{//) Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed proposed and Mir Alulus Sayeed seconded 
Dr. Korhaiimldiii Ahmed tor a seat in Mucliipara Wanl No. It. They did 
it in ignorance of tlie rules ami have been warned. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, as regards question 
No. 190 and other iiuestions standing in the name of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy^ 
may I suggest that these (jue.stions may he held over as the Hon’ble Minister 
has gone to Chittagong? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardv i.s not here, all his 
questions may be lield over. 

Security prisoners. 

199. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be plea.seil to state the total number of 
security prisoners in jail, of persons detained at Iwime and of convicted 
political prisoners at jiresent in Bengal? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to consider the question 
of tne release of the security prisoners without further delay? If so, when? 
If not, why not? 

(r) Is it the intention of the Government to consider sympathetically the 
p;rant of monthly help to their families in case they are not released 
immediately ? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) Political security 
prisoners — 1,273. 

(u) Criminal security prisoners — ^2,504. 
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(m) Convictt^d poHtica) pri^onera — ri22. The information in resjwct of 
persons detained at home is not readily available and its collection would 
involve an amount of time and labour not justifiable during this state of 
emergency. 

(h) In addition to detailed review of individual eases, a general review 
of all eases is lon.'^tantly being made ui consultation with (lovcfnnient’a 
Security Advisers, and ju^rsons wb^'Se continued detention is no longer 
considered necessar\ are being released. 

The total numb^l ot seeuiit\ pri.Noiieis released since the present Ministry 
took office now stunils at odit. 

(r) Yes. ’Die gi.iiit i»t taiiiilx allouanct* ha> be<*n liberalised and they 
are noxv more ireel\ granted not only in the ca.se of provt‘d and abscdute 
necessity but. to a reasonable exttuit, als<» in the I'u.ses in which the delenlioii 
of the jiri'^oner lia^ revulteil in a los> of legitimate iiieome tti his family and 
dependants. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of and f/t), will the 

Hon’ble Ministtu phM‘<e state uji to what time these figun*s relate — l,27d 
and 2.504? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I max refer the honourable 
member to the aiisun (u tjut ^tion No. 1!M xx heir tlie lal«‘st dati* has been 
given . 

Mr. LAfLiT CHANDRA DAS: \Vh> this difliuauKa^ then? In re])ly to 
my que.stioii the figuic ot political security j>risont*rs has been given a» 
1,2H1 and that of < riniitial *^ccuritx prisoners us 2,510; but in answer to 
Mr. llaridas Ma/unidar's (jiic^tion iliftiuent figures have betui given. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ti me facbir bus been made 
clear as far as Mi. I.alit Chandra Das’s nuestion is concerned; 1 ask for 
notice so far as tiiio* is (Concerned in regarrl to the (juestion of Mr, llaridas 
Mazumdar. 


Collection of paddy in Khairaaole. 

201. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Honble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(f?) if the -lute Circle Food (.’ommittee in the Khairasole police-station 
in the district of Birbhuni has been authorised to realise paddy at 
a certain rate p(»r acre, varying from 3 to 5 seers, from the 
cultivator.s ; 

{h) if ‘'Uch 1 cciisation h.t> been made compul.sor;v iT(*ni llu* (‘ultivators ; 
(r) if so. wliy ; and 

(d) if not, if he will c(»nsi(ler the desirability of issuing a cin;ular 
inimediateK that the <leliverv is not compulsory? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) and (A) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) Dhdrtiwfjola collections are purely voluntary and moral perfluasiori 
is used. yecessar\ <irculars liave alreacly been issued. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what amount of paddy has been collected on voluntary 
basis in the Khairasole police-station ? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIMt 

I want notice. 
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Mr. SANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER4EE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many dharmagola.^ have hc‘en started in the 
Khairasole police-station ? 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahactur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAiN: 

I wunt^noiice. 

Petition for the supply of <*au8” and “aman” seeds. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’blc 
Ministe? in charge ol’ the Af^ricullnn* Department he pleased to ^tate — 

{a) if Ite is aware that a petition -^i^iied by Kughunath Maity, President 
of Kalij^hai and Haraehowka Flood Relief Committee, prayirif^^ for 
(niA and atnan >eed.s for tin* Hha;^wanpur, Palashpur. tJontai, 
Hamna^^ar 4 nd Kgra polieo-stationn in tlie Midnapore district 
has been sent to him; 

(6) if he proiiosi's to make arrangement lor the supply of tiuf- seeds 
forthwitli, as delay w'ill render the distribution useless; and 
{(') if he has sufficient sio<’k of the '.e<*ds in the areas for distribution?' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

(a) and (/>) A petition was receivi‘d but no (lus seeds were supj)li(*d to the 
petitioner. 'J'he area for wdiich the aus see<ls were asked tor was not 
suitable for au.s pad<ly. In spite of this, in the previous >ear some aus 
seeds wert* distributed in the area but the result was not satisfactory. Both 
the Suhdi visional (Ifficei and tin* ('ircle Officer, (’ontai. report(‘d that there 
was no demand for au,s .seeds. 

(r) Foi’ flu* Coiitai subdivision sf ) maund'. ol nus .st'eds >\t‘re allotted but 
no distribution could be madt* as there was no demand. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state if it i.s his information that in the area within Oontai 
subdivision no /n/.v seeds could la* sown for want of snpjily?' 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No. .My ini Ol niatioii is that tlieie wa*' no demand for (lus sei'd** 

Distribution of cattle to the agriculturists, 

203. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: (a) WiU 

the Hon’l>ie Minisfei in ehar^^M* of tin* A‘ 4 rienitinc I)(*p.i it incnl he ph*as('(| to 
state yvhether tlic (fO\crnnM*nl have adoplrd aii\ , and it >o. what p{dic> 
for the sujijily ot cattle to the ay-nen 1 1 in i-^t ^ 1oi the cultivation ol hnid 
in the Proviinn* y 

(h) If the reply to I>urt is in the ulfirmative. will he be pleased to 
stale tin* number and value of the cattle to be distributed in the diflereni 
districts 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

{a) Uoverument have already sanctioned Rs. ')l),00.UUf) for distribution as 
loans to cultivators for the purohase of eultb*. Recognising the shortage 
of <’attlc yvithin the Ibovince tiovernment are also making every effort to 
induce other Provincial (tovernmeiits to allow exports of cattk? from their 
Provinces into Bengal, but unfortunately till now the.se efforts have not met 
with suecess. Negotiations with Bihar are still continuing, but as the final 
decision rests with them, this Government cannot force a decision in spite 
of the urgency of the situation, 

(b) A statement is placed on the Table giving allotment of loans to 
different districts. It is not possible to give* any information about the 
number of cattle. 
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J^tatemeni referred to in the reply to part (ft) of question No, 20S, 

Allotment 

Name of district. cattle 

purchase loan. 

Ks. 

1. 

Noakhah 


6,00,000 

2. 

Tippf'ra 


3^,000 

3. 

Chittagong 


3,00^ 

4. 

Dacca 


3,50,000 

5. 

Myraensingh 


50,000 

6. 

Faridpur 


6,50,0(8) 

7. 

Bakarganj 


r),(X),ooo 

8. 

24-Parganas . . * 


2,00,000 

9. 

Khulna 


50,000 

10. 

Midnapore 


4,40.(KH> 

11. 

Nadia 


2,50, (KK) 

12. 

Murshidabad 


50, (HX) 

13. 

.Jcvssoro 


55,000 

14. 

Burdwan 


25,000 

15. 

Hooghlx 


25,(88) 

16. 

Howrah 

' 

I5,(HX) 

17. 

Birbhurn 


1 .25,(88) 

18 

Bankura 


25,(88) 

19. 

«Jal])aigiiri 


50,(88) 

20. 

Ratigjnir 


55,0(8) 

21. 

Dinajpur 


26,(88) 

22 

Rajshahi 


80,(88) 

23. 

.Malda 


10,000 

24. 

Pabna 


:i5,()0() 

25. 

Bogra 


20,0(8) 

26. 

Darjeeling 


10,(88) 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Ministfr he pleased to state whether it is u fact that out of 
Ks, 6,(10,(HM) saTH’t ioned tor the distriet of Noakhali, not a Hiujyfle farthinf;^ 
has been distributed ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYIED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOSAINs 

No, that is not (lie fact. My information is that some ainoiuit 1ms been 
distributed . 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact 
that the J)istri<‘\ Maj^istrate of Noakhali is not syinpatlu*tie towards ffiviriff 
effect to the soheraeP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AI YE D MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

No, it is not. The District Maf^istrate has written to me direct sayiiif;^ that 
he ia advancinjf the loan^ after making: enquiry as to wdiether the cultivators 
are actually purchasing the cattle. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
answer (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on w’hat basis the 
total sanctioned amount has been distributed amongst the different districts P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIM: 

On the basis of demands in the different districts. To the districts when 
there has been cattle epidemics, larger amounts have been allotted accord-- 
ing to the requisition of the district officers; hut to «»ther districts wncm 
thetre has not been any report of such cattle epideinice. smaller anioun 
been allotted. , * 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleawnl to state whether he has rereived any rejxirt of cattle 
epidemics from the district of Mymensinf^h ? 

Tha Ho^’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 do not think there has been any f^reat cattle epidemic in Mymensin^fh. 

Khan rahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the total sanctioned amount has not been 
distributed in Mymensingh Y 

*Yhe Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAiYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Because we keep in hand some amount so that whenever there is further 
requisition we can meet it from the amount kept in hand. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: •Will the Hou’ble Minister please 
enquire from the District Ma^^i.strate of Noakhali how mucli has actually 
been distributed to the agriculturists in the district of Noakhali? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 will do that, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
please state if he has any inforination of the minimum price of a pair of 
plough cattle in the district of Chittagong or Cox’s Bazar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I have no otlicial reports; but from reports that 1 get from members of 
the Ijegislature 1 learn that it is about Its. lot) to Bs, 200 ])er head. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please state why in the district of Burdwan the amount allotted for distri- 
butiou among tlie agriculturists is so very small? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The district of Burdwun was allotted an amount of Bs. 25,000. We gave 
Kb. 25,000 to ever.\ district whether it asked lor a loan or not. Evidently 
the Collector of Burdwan did not ask for any loan for the purchase of 
cattle, but still wc have allotted the sum of Bs. 25,000 to it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Has an\ eu(]uii'\ been made 
aB to the demand from tlie people in the respective districts? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It goes without saying that wherever there is a demand the ('ollector of 
that distric;! would ask for a loan from Government. When there w^as no 
demand the Collector would not evidently ask for any amount by way of 
loan . 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that there is located in Burdwan a large military force and that for the 
iupply of their food a large number of cattle is being sold there? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

i am aw'ure of that. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: If Uie District 
Magistrate of Noakhali demanded (» lakhs, w'h> has he not spent that 
amount ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I have already answered that question. The District Magistrate wants 
to make sure that the money is actually spent for the purcha.se of cattle, 
and that is why he is finding it difficult to albU the loan. Without making 
himself suix^ in this res|>ect be has not been able to grant tfie loans. 
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!*«'*• •*WHAMIIAD HABIBULLAH CHOWOHURY: Did the Die- 

tnct Magistrate of Noakhali diMnuncl 6 lakiis of rupees in the first instance? 

The H^’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes; I rather think that lu* probably wanteil more than that sum. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRANs flow is it possible for the District 
Magistrate to make sine that tlie inoiu v is b»*ing ai'tuallv sjumt for the 
purchase of cattle y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

He has asked his C’ircle Otticers to find out it the persons who have applied 
for ,the loan have a(‘tuall> settled to purchase cattle with anyone. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: How is it Jio.ssible foi anyhody to 
settle to purchase cattle hefore in* has actuullv got money? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think the idea of the (hdlei'tor is that settlement (*an he made with a 
seller before actual purchase is made. 

KhM Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Does the llon’blc Minister appnive 
of an idea like that? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAhluDOIN HOSAINt 

I do not quite agree witli (he otheer there. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL COFRAN: Then what stej) is the Hon’hlo 
Minister going to take, il he (annot agree with the District Magistrate’s 
idea, to enable the agriculiurists to make a loan? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I have already told him (hat I do not ijiiite agree with liis view and that 
he should make ‘'Uie that li an\ sum thus taken as loan is not utilised for 
the ])urehase ot <attle. n slmuld be refundable to him al onee, and he may 
be given a month’s oi a tertniglit’s tiim* for the jiurchase of cattle. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Since there 
is shortage of cuttle m .Noakhali, how is it po.ssihle for an agriculturist to 
settle the selection of the eaftle and then upjily to the District Magistrate 
for loan ? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That is what 1 said to the District Ottieer; I do m>i quite approve of his 
procedure. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to consider that the need for cuttle is very urgent now and if the 
time is allowed to elajise in this way, the cultivators will not h<‘ able to 
get the benefit of thi.s loan? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

What does the honourable member mean by the words “time allowed to be 
elapsed in this way'" when we have made cver\ attempt to bring cattle 
from other provinces and are making all efforts to help the agriculturists 
to get cattle? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 mean, Sir, time allowed 
to pass by correspondence between the Hon’ble Minister and the District 
Magi strate as to the way in which the advances are to be made, when we 
have it from the Hon’ble Minister himself that he does not agree with the 
method followed by the District Magistrate. 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOJMiMs 

I .abmit that the time is not at all alloweil to pass for nothinir. **"* 
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trying our best in get information by telegrams and other quick means and 
this is only in the case of one distriet. Other District Magistrates have 
not raised any objection. 

Adjoumment Motion, 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, there is an adjoumment motion 
standing in my name. May I read it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Regarding this adjoumment motion, I find that 
you base your allegations on the statement that appeared in an Associated 
Rress message before. There is (Uie jire.ss-note also by the Government of 
Bengal and one by the Regional Food (’ommissioner. Eastern Region. So 
what I suggest is (inv<*riiineut make a statement clearing the position 
and after that if you ^till feel that \ou ari* nf)t sausfied, then you can come 
up with vour ad journinent motion an<l I shall then examine your adjourn- 
ment motion and su> whether I would allow it or not. Are the Government 
prepared to make a statement? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When? 

The Hon’ble Khvtaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 propose to take it up 

when Mr. Siihrawardy. who is (ui tour, returns — say on the 7th of July, 
if you like. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We are not agreeable to this, Sir. It 
is a very urgent matter and it should be taken up as soon as possible. 

The Htm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In that case, Sir, we may 
take it up tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Chief Minister is prepared to take it 
up tomorrow. I think that is all right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. I hint notice of a 
motion regarding tlie prorogation order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Mukherjee, with regard to that I may 
say that as it is not oli the agenda you cannot discuss it today. But I may 
say that 1 have disallowed it and if you want to know the reasons, I shall 
let you kbow if vou eoiiu' to my ('liamber. 

Change in the hours of sittings. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I suggest that the time of the 
sitting of the Council may be changed in view of the fact that the Assembly 
is no longer sitting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes, I was going to suggest that we might change 
the time. 1-30 is not convenient to everybody. I suggest that we might 
sit a little later, say at p.in. or 3. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, can’t it be 4 o clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 4 o’clock would be too late. May 1 have the 
views of the party leaders on this? 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Sir, we are agreeable to 3 o’clock. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I also suggest 3 o’clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W'ould that suit Government? 
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rh9 Hoii*’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Ye»«. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: TIumi we shall meet at .’i u’t'Ioek I'nmi 

Assent to Bills by Governor. 

PRESIDENT; I am to infomi the House that the Bengal 
Orphanages and Widows’ Homes Bid, 1944, wdiieh was passed *hy both 
Chambers of the Legislature, liaa been assented to hy His Kxc'elleiiov the^ 
Governor under the provisions of serf ion Th of the (Livernment of India 
Act, 1935. 

Communioation from the Government intimating action taken on Motion 

under rule 112, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Seeretary will now* leatl the eotnniunieut4oii received 
from the Government intimating aition taken bs them on tlie Motion*^ 
adopted under rule ll‘J of the Bengal Legislative Couneil Procedure Rules. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the follow'ing communica- 
tion has been received from the (roverninent. intimating the action taken 
by them on the motion (copy enelosed), regarding manufacture of salt 
in Bengal, moved in and adopted by the (’ouncil on the 12th March, 1943, 
under rule 112 of the Btmgal liegislative Council Procedure Buies: ' 

The Bengal Salt (Village Manufacture, Storagi* ami 'Pransport) Buies, 
1943 (coj^ enclosed^. is.siied bv the Central Board ot Bevetuie, provide 
all the facilities necessary for the manufacture of salt as a cottage industry 
in the coastal districts of Bengal and in pursuance of these rules, the 
schemes launched for the manufaidure of salt in the evelone-afleetiMl areas 
of the 24-Parganas and Midnapore districts as wtdl as in the Cliittagong 
district, are now being worked. Steps are also being taktui for launching 
similar schemes throughout the coastal districts of Bengal. The Governor 
does not therefore eonsi<ler it necessary to make any representation to the 
Government of India on the subject. 


GOVLRNMENT OF INDIA. 

FiWNIK DKl'Mn.MKN'I (Ck.niku. Bk\ K.M I-.S ). 

.Ycl/’ Delhi, the 6th March, 

No. jr)l-S/42. — In exid'cise of the powers conferied by the Indian 
Salt Act, 1882 (XII of 1882), the Central Government is pleased to make 
the following rules, namely: — 

Tuk Benom. S\T.r (VjT.r.\oE M \m Ksf iriiK, .Sioimoe \ni) TrMxsmiici ) lln.Es, 

1943. 

Short title, e.rtent and com mcfirenunt . 

1. (7) These rules may be called the* Bengal Salt (Village Manufacture. 
Storage and Transport) Rules, 1943. 

(2) They extend to the areas specified in the schedule annexed hereto. 

(3) They shall come into force in such areas and on such ilate or dates 
aa may be notified by the Central Government in the Official Gazette in this 
behalf and different dates may be fixed for different areas. 

Definittoii. 

2. In these rules unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or 
context — 

(i) * 'Assistant Collector'’ means an A-ssistant Collector of the 
ment of Central Excises and Salt. North-Eastern India; 
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{ii) “Collector” meane the Collector, Central Excises and Salt, North- 
EaHterii India; 

{Hi) “Contractor” means a person appointed by the Government of 
iJengal for collection on their behalf of salt manufactured in 
accordance with these rules; 

'{iv) “duty” means the duty payable under the Indian Salt Act, 1882 
' (XIl of 1882); 

{v) “Inspector” means an Inspector of the Department of Central 
Excises and Salt, North-Eastern India; 

{vi) “Salt” means salt manufactured in accordance with these rules; 

(vti) “Warehouse” means a warehouse established in accordance with 
rule 4; 

iviii) “Warehouse Officer” means an officer appointed by the Govem- 
111 ent of Bengal to be in charge of a warehouse. 

Conditions for manufactures. 

3. No person shall manufacture salt unless such manufacture is carried 
on as a cottage industry; and no such manufacturer shall sell or otherwise 
•dispose of the salt so manufactured except to a contractor, or to the 
Oovernment of Bengal at a warehouse. 

Warehouses and hat depdts. 

4. (J) Warehouses may be established by the Government of Bengal 
in the areas to which these rules apply for the storage of non-duty*paid salt 
oollected from villagers manufacturing it without a licence. 

(2) The Government of Bengal may open hat depots at such places as 
it may deem fit for temporary storage of salt as aforesaid until its removal 
rfo a warehouse. 


Co7i tractors. 

h. The (iovernment of Bengal may for the purpose of collecting salt 
manufactured under these rules and transporting it to the warehouse or 
hat depots ap])oint one or more contractors for a special area on conditions 
prescribed by it and approved by the Central Government or any officer 
aullioriNcd by the Central (lovernment in this behalf. 

Limit of storage at luit depots. 

(i. The total quantity of salt stored in a hat depot shall at no time 
exceed TiO maunds. 

Sale of salt only to specified authorities. 

7. Every manufacturer of salt shall either bring it to a warehouse for 
direct sale to Government of Bengal or sell it to a contractor. 

Officers in charge of Warehouse. 

8. Each warehouse shall be in charge of an officer called “Warehouse 
'Offict'r” appointed by the Government of Bengal for purchase amd sale of 
salt and an Inspector. 

Procedure at Warehouse. 

9. (i) Immediately after the arrival of each consignment of salt at a 
warehouse, the Warehouse Officer shall cause the same to be weighed in 
the presence of the Inspector, record the result of weighment in the 
prescribed registers, and shall forthwith store the same in the warehouse. 

(2) The Central Government shall not in any manner be liable for the 
price of the salt to the manufacturer or to the contractor or to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, or for any damage howsoever caused to any salt stored in 
any warehouse or any hat depot or while in transit from one place to another. 
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Key of the storage gtHloxrn, 

10. The eftorag-e jj^odowii in each warehouse shall be locked with two 
looks, the key of the one remaining with the Warehouse Officer and of the 
other with the InspcHitor. 


Paytncnt »/ duty. 

11, (/) No salt shall be removed from the wareliouse except on previous 

^yment by or dn behalf of the (fovernment of Bengal, of the prescril>ed 
duty thereon to the credit of the (Vntral Kxcises ami Salt Deiuirlnient, 
North-Eastern India, into a (lovernineut treasury of the district in wliich 
the warehouse is situated or un^ other treasury approved by the ('ollectoi. 

(2) The Inspector posted to the warehouse shall b^ responsible for the 
collection of the duty and he alone shall have the authority to issue salt 
from the warehouse. A certificate or a receipt from the Treasury showing 
the amount of duty credited as aforesaid shall he productMl before the 
Inspector and he wdll then issue a pass on prescribed form in favotir of the 
Warehouse Officer for the removal of salt to the extent of the tiuaniity for 
which the duty has been j>aid. The salt will then be weighed in presence 
of the Inspector and the weighment shall be reconic I in the t)rescrib<Ml 
register : 

Provided that witli the written .sancti<m of the Assistant (’ollector in 
whose jurisdiction the warelomsc is situated, salt may be removed from 
a warehouse without j)ayiiu*nt of dut\ for d<‘struclion at some convenient 
place outside the warehouse \inder the supervision of an officer specified in 
written sanction. 


/^cuolty for hreoch of rules. 

12. (J) Without i)n‘judice to any punishment which ina\ he iinposrul 

on a manufacturer of salt or a contractor in accordan<‘e with the irrovisions 
of the Indian Salt Act, 1882 (Xll of 1882), the Assistanf Collector in 
charge of the area conct^rnt‘d may, after giving a reasonalde op|><)rl unity 
of showing cause against the action proposed to be taken against him, take 
action as provided in suh-ruK' {2), (3) or (/), as the case Ina^ be: 

Provided that it sliall md Ire necessary to giv«' an ojrporl unity to show 
cause where the person C/(»ncerned has been convicted of an rrtlence under 
the Act aforesaid or wJiere for some reason to be recorded by the Assistant 
Collector, it is not reasonably practicable to give him sueb opjrort unity. 

(2) Where a manufacturer of salt is guilty of persistent breach of these 
rules, the Assistant ( ollector may prohibit him from mumifacturing salt 
either absolutely or for a specified period. 

(3) Where in any village a large number of manufacturers of salt are 
guilty of breach of these rules, the Assistant Collector may prohibit all 
persons in the village from manufacturing salt either absolutely or for a 
specified period. 

(4) Where a contractor is guilty of breach of any f»f these rules, or of 
any of the conditions prescribed under rule 5 involving loss of duty to the 
Central Government, the Assistant Collector may cancel the appointment 
of the contractor and debar him from such appointment either ahsolutely 
or for a specified period. 


Appeals. 

13.' (1) A manufacturer, or the villagers or a contractor, 

an order has been passed under the last preceding rule may appea 
CoUeoior against the order: 
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Provided that where an order was passed under sub-rule (3) of rule 12, 
the appeal may be filed by any three persons of the villag'e manufacturing’ 

Milt. 

(2) An appeal shall lie from any order of the Collector to the Central 
Board of Revenue. 

(J) No appeal shall lie from any order passed b^' the Central Board of 
Revenue. 

14. An appeal under rule 13 shall be accompanied by an authenticated 
eopy of the order against which the appeal is made and shall be submitted 
through the officer against whose orders it is an appeal. 

16. No appeal under rule 13 shall be admitted unless submitted within 
three months of the date of the order against which the appeal is made. 

Forms arul registers to be prescribed by Collector. 

10. The Collector shall prescribe the forms of the pass and register* 
mentioned in these rules and other forms necessary b)r the working of these 
rules. 


Delegation of powers by Govemment of Bengal. 

17. The Government of Bengal may delegate all or any of the functions 
prescribed for it by these rules to^any officer appointed by it in this behalf. 


SCHEDULE. 

1. Midnovore. 

Area bounded On the North by the Orissa Coast Canal and its continua- 
tion, the Hizli Tidal Canal and on the South by the Bay of Bengal. 


2 . 

(1) Syaiupur police-station — 
Entire than a. 

(2) Uhiberia police-station — 

(а) Kalingore Union. 

(б) Bhula Simla Union. 


Howrah. 

(3) Bagnan police-station — 

(rt) Mellok Union. 

{h) Kalyanpur Union. 


3, 

(1) Noakhali thana — 

(a) Lohachora Union. 

(h) Dadpur Union. 

(c) Ewazbalis Union. 

{d) Denondpur Union. 

(r) Aswadia Union. 

(/) Sundalpur Union. 

(( 7 ) Gulla Khali. 

{h) Char Jabbar. 

(2) Compauiganj thana — 

(a) (ffiar Fakira Union. 

(h) Rampur Union. 

(c) Musapur Union. 

(3) Lakshmipur thana — 

• (a; Lakshmipur Union, 

(h) Sakehar Union. 


Noakhali. 

(c) Bhabaniganj Union. 

Farashganj Union. 
{ej Char Bansi Union. 

(4) Sandwip thana — 
Entire thana. 


(5) Hatiya thana — 

(a) Hatiya police-station. 

(6) Ramgati police-station. 

(6) Feni thana — 

(a) Char Darbesk Union. 

b) Mutiganj Umon. 

c) Sonaganj Union. 



1944 .) 


llVhmG oy AGRICULTURAL INCOME-TAX. 


Ills 


4 . 24 -Parffanat. 


i 1 Sadar sulidivision — 

(a) Bhaii^or police-station. 

{h} t'anninf’* jxiiice-station. 

{c} Joynagf.rc police-station. 

{d) Bud^c HvnWe police-station. 
(«) Bistupnr poiice-^ttttion. 

(/) Barulpur poHcc-siation . 

((;) Sonarpur* police-station. 

<2) Diamond Harboui subdivision — 

(rt) Diamoiiil Harbour police- 
station. 

(b) Mo^frabat police-station. 

(c) Mutburapur police-slaliuu . 

(d) Falta police-station. 

(e) Kulpi police-station. * 

(/) Kakdwip police-station. 

(g) Sa^i^ore police-station. 

<d) Basirhal subdivision — 

(a) Hasnabad police-station. 

(h) Sandeshkhaii ])olice-station. 
(c) Harora police-station. 

) Bara.sat .subdivision — 

((t) l)ay|.^anj.»-a polu‘(‘-slation 
{h) Rajarliat police-station 

(5) BakaiT^an) 

{ 1 ) Bbola subdivision 
bintiri* subdivisHiii 
< ‘.i ) Patuakliali sii]»(iivi>i<)n ^ 

(a) (lalacbipa tli.ina. 

(h} Aintali tbana 
(e) Bargoona tlianu 
{d) Bowfal tbana. 

(c) Kalapara tbana. 


(3) Perojpur subdivision — 

(o) Patharghatn tbana. 

(6) Mathbaria tbana. 

O*) Cbittagong — 

(1) Cox's BuKur .subdivision — 
Entire .subdivisiim. 

(2) Bunskbali police-station — 

(a) Haiehutta I'nioii. 

{b) Babaracbara I’liiou. 

(r) ('aiidaniaru Union. 

(d) Fulsbari Union. 

(c) Kbankanabad Fnion. 

(3) An warn police-station — 

(n) Barasat Union. 

(b) It a i pur Union. 

(4) Doublemooring.s polioe- 

stat ion— - 

Patinga Union. 

(7) Kb ulna — 

(1) Klialna subdivision - 
t<n Dacojie polict'-station. 

\b) Itaikgaelia police-station. 

(2) Bagerbat subdivi.sion - 

(o) Morrelganj iK>lic(*-8tatiou. 

(b) Serankfiola ])oliee-stiiti()n. 

(c) Itanipal poli(‘e-stat ion . 

(3) Satkbira subdivision 

(a) Jb'bbatla y>olicc‘-slatipn . 

{b) Kaligaiij jioliee-stat ion. 

(r) Sbyumnagore police-station. 

(d) Assassuni polii’e-station. 


Ruling on the point raised in connection with the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 nou pro[)ose to give my ruling on the point tbat 
arose in eonnectioii vsitb the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

In this Bill the Provincial Legislature has been given jurisdiction over 
the Ruler of an Indian State in bis public and official capacity. The 
word “person” ba«i been defined as including the Ituler of an Indian State 
and the “Ruler of an Indian Slate” ha.s iurlher lieen dedimul to mean 
such Ruler in bis jmblic and official capacity. The words “Ruler of an 
Indian State” also occur in some of the operative clauses of the Bill. The 
result is tbat Rulers of Indian States have been made liable in their public 
and official capacity to j)ay certain personal taxes and in that conneet ion 
duties and obligations are propot^ed to be imposed upfui tliem; they have 
been subjected to the jurisdiction including criminal jiirisdictifm of courts 
in tbeir public and official capacity; and, finally, tlie provincial officers 
are proposed to be invested with authority over such Rulers in their ptjhllc 
and official capacity. These are very wide and exten.sive powders. Nco'tber 
in the Assam, nor in the Bibar, nor even in tbe Central Act, has such 
express provision been made. I therefore thought that before the House 
proceeded to take tbe ’Bill into consideration it should satisfy itself about 
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the validity of these provisions of the Bill. The Upper House is a revisiug^ 
body and it will be failing in its duty if it does not • take sufficient 
precaution to ensure that a proposed piece of legislation is not palpably 
ultra vires. The Chair accordingly invited the views of the honourable 
members and reo nested Government to consider this nuestion and the 
("hair have had the benefit of the opinions expressed by the members of the 
House as well as by the learned Advocate-General. I now propose to give 
my ruling whether the House should proceed with the Bill or not. 

It should be made clear at the outset that the Chair is concerned oiil> 
with the question of legislative competency and has nothing to do with 
the policy underlying the measure, whi(;h is entirely a matter tor the House 
and the (iovernment. 

The Provincial Legislature derives its powers from an Act of the British 
Parliament. In order to examine the extent of the powers of the 
Provincial Legislature we must therefore first of all see wnat powers the 
Parliament possesses. The stream cannot rise above iU source and the 
Provincial fiegislature (;aniiot therefore have any powers greater than those 
<d the Parliament. Now’ it in indisputable from the principle of the 
Kovereignty of the Parliament that the British Parliament has power to 
legislate wdth respect fo the Ruler of an Indian in any manner it 

thinks fit. In fact the (iovernment of India Act, 11)85, itself is an Act 
where such powers have been exercised. Another example is the Attacti- 
ment of States A(;t, passed recently by the British Parliament. The i^arlia- 
ment can therefore if it so desires give jiowers to a subordinate legislature 
10 legislate with resiiect to Rulers of Indian States. We are now to see 
whether such powers have been given to the Bengal Legislature. * 

The powers given to the Beugal Legislature are mainly defined iii 
sections 91) and 100 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Section 9i) 
says that the Provincial Legislature can make laws for the province or any 
part thereof. Section 100 read with the Lists in the Schedule specifies 
the subjects on which the Legislature can make laws. One of the subject'^ 
is agricultural income-tax. 

If these weri^ the only sections on the subject it would have been com- 
petent for the Provincial Legislature under the principle of pleimry juris- 
diction as enunciated in Reg rcr.sw.v Burah t(» pas.s legislation nnjmsing 
duties and obligations on the Rulers of Indian States in respect of agri- 
cultural income. But so far as the Indian States are concerned, sections 
99 and 100 do not stand alone. They are to he read subject to section 285 
of the Government of India A(‘t, 1935, and the ]»rovi8o to section 2(7) of 
the Act. Section 285 providt'.s that “nothing in the Government of India 
Actj 1935, affects ^ he rufhfs and ohligations of the Orowui in relation to any 
Indian State.” A right or obligation i-^ “affected” wlien it is extended, 
altered or reduced. The s(‘ciion thus j)re.serves tin* present rights and 
obligations of the Crown. The provi.so to section 2(7) lays down that “anj 
powers connected with the exercise of the functions of the Crowm in its 
relation to Indian States shall in India if not exercised by His Majesty be 
exercised by the Crow’ii Representative or his officers.” The proviso thus 
appears to be complementary to section 285. Section 285 preserves the 
existing rights and obligations of the Crowm in respect of the Rulers of 
Indian States, while the proviso to section 2(7) specifies the machinery 
b\ which the pow'ers are to be exercised. 

As regards the nature of these rights and obligations of the Crown in 
relation to the Indian States, there has been considerable divergence ol 
opinion. But one thing ap^iears to be settled. Whatever may have been 
the position in the past, the Indian States arc not at present subjects of 
international law. This view appears to have been judicially recogniaeii 
in the recent case of Biswanath Singh versus The Commissioner of Income- 
tax decided by the Allahabad High Court (1942 All. 393). Reference may 
also be made in this connection to notification No. 1700E., dated the 2l3t 
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August, 1891, publi«hed in the Oficial Gazette where it in stated that the 
* ‘principles of international law have no bearing upon the relatione 
between the Government as representing the Queen-Kmpress on the one 
hand, and Native Stales under the suEeraiutv of Her Majesty on the other. 
The paramount supremacy of the former presupposes ami implies the 
subordination of the latter". But though the States have no inteniatioiiat 
existence, the\ liuve not lost all att»*jbu(es of sovereignty. This will 1 h* 
clear from the India t tftice certilicate regarding the status of the (laekwar 
of Baroda quoted in Statham cer.sa.t Statham and tin* (iaekwur of Barodi* 
reported in Prohate where it is stated “tlioiigh His nighneH.s is 

not thus independent, he exercises as Kuler of a State various attributoa 
of sovereignty including internal .sovereignty , which is not derived from 
British law but is inherent in the Killing Chief of Baroda, subject however, 
to the suzerainty of His Majesty the King of England and the exercise hv 
the Government of India of sut h rights and powers of territorial sovereignty 
as have by treaty, usage or otherwise, passed to or are exereis 4 *d by tlio 
Suzerain." The position appears to be that of i-onstitut ional ibougb not 
of international seini-sov<*reigiit\ . It bas soineiiines been described as 
quasi-international and is f>robabl\ most eorreitly summed up in tbe^ 
following words of Sir Eedei K k Polloek : “Tbe relations between tho 
Government of India and tlie Native States are governed by a body of 
conventions and usage not (juite like anything elsi* in the w’orbl but sindu 
that in cases of doubtful interjiretation the analogy of international law 
may often he found useful and [lersiiusive. " 

From the very natun* ot the case it is not possible to ib‘line these righta 
and obligations with any prtMision. They cannot he deiluced by merely 
looking at the treaties, (UgagemeiUs and for these inav he altered 

by subseipieiit sovereign ot the Crown unless the (’rowii divests iiwdf 

of the power by a statute -a \ lew reeentlv reaflirmed in the (Uisi* of 

Sobhnza II rrrsn.s Miller decided by the I’rivy ^huuu'il and n‘poried in 
(IflL't!) A ilS. f'or modi treat KMi of these trealie.s, »'ngagt‘nM*nts and 
Aom/r/.? by ^ubsecjuent *^(i\ rf eigii a< t*, \^e must refer to Usage, sutferanei* f»r 
political jiraetiec. The language ot sort ion 1-12 of tin* lust, Government of » 
India Act also •'iip])oits this view. It provides tliat all Ireatii's made by 
the East India (^unjiany tn so far as they are in foree. at tin* (‘omincni^enient 
of the Act are binding on His Majesty. It is unnecessary to mention that 
section 285 preserves these rights. 

The legal position ihu.^ apjiears to he this. Any provision of the Bill 
which contravenes any treaty, engagement or saiiad as modified by usage» 
sufferance or political praefi<*e is to that extent invalid being repugnant 
to section 285 of tin* Go\a‘rnmeiit of India Act, 1985. Moreover any 

provision that involves the e\(*reise of the powers in connei*tion with the 

functions of the ('rc'wn in relation to Indian States is to thut e\1t*iit void 
being repugnaiii to tin- proviso in -section 2(/) ot tin* Aid. 

Take fn>t the qiie.stion about tin* imposition ot an agricultural iiHunne- 
lax and the sub.'ieijuent imposition of duties on Killers ot Stales. It may 
be safely assumed that treaties, engagements, sanads or political practice 
do not generally deal with this matter. If therefore tlie imjxisition is to l>e 
justified it must he bast‘d on some usage or suff(*rancc. According to the 
existing practice Killers of Indian States pay revenue and cesses; they ailso 
pay income-tax in respect of income from trading operations in India as 
required under the Government Tradin^j Taxation Act, I92b. Government 
have contended that the usage regarding the payment of revenue and 
cesses can be interpreted as indicating that lands owned in British India 
by Ilulers of Indian States are to be treated as mere zamindaries. They 
have further suggested that by paying income-tax in respect of income 
from trading operations in India the Rulers have undertaken to pay all 
kinds of income-tax on their properties in India even if they ore not 
private properties but public properties of the State. But there is onot er 
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aspect of the matter. Revenue and cess are land taAes, whereas agricul- 
tural income-tax is a personal tax, though assessed with reference to land. 
Taxes on income from trading operations have nothing to do with land. 
It is therefore possible ic take a different view and to hold that there is no 
true analogy, and that no usage is implied, as suggested by Government. 
Further, it would be possible to say that the Government Trading Taxation 
A(‘t, 1J126, is really not a good precedent for a Bill of this nature, for 
before that enactment was passed, a Resolution of the Imperial Conference 
was deemed necessary and therefore the jurisdiction of the Legislature 
arose there from engagement or by sufferance. 

There is another point which is open to doubt. The tax is imposed 
on Rulers of Indian States in their publi(^ and official capacity. It is 
thus a State liability. A question therefore arises whether this power to 
impose the tax should not be exercised through the Crown Representative 
as envisaged in the proviso to section 2(7) of the Government of India 
Act, lli'15. In the case of Biswanath Singh versus Commissioner of Income- 
tax already cited, it was held that the private property of the Ruler of 
Benares was liable to income-tax. But it will be seen that in the present 

Hill the tax is being imposed on the Ruler in bis public and official 

capacity. The case has therefore no application. 

I noTv come lo the point about the assumption of jurisdiction (includ- 
ing ('.riiniiial juri.sdiction) b> Provincial courts over the Rulers of Indian 
States, So fur as International l.iaw is concerned the rule is that a foreign 
sovereign is exempt from every kind of criminal jurisdiction. As regards 
civil jurisdiction too, he is exempt except when he is a plaintiff and except 

that in some countries such exemption has been taken away in special 

<*a8es. In France and Italy, for instance, he is liable for obligations 
incurred in private capacity. In the case of vStatham versus Stathain and 
the Gaekwar of Baroda already mentioned, tlie English courts held that 
tlie rule ot International J^aiw applied to Rulers of Indian Stales exactly 
as in the case of an independent sovereign. Indian law' also appears to 
make no distinction in this respect between Rulers of Indian States and 
independent sovereigns. Here 1 should draw the attention of the House 
to ail imjiortant point which ujipears to have been (‘ompletely overlooked. 
It was assumed during the debates that the immunity granted under 
International Law to toreign jirinces was taken away in the case of Rulers 
ot Indian States under section 8(> of the (’ivil Procedure (3ode, 11108. But 
it will he seen on looking at that section that it applies equally to Rulers 
of Indian States as to independent sovereigns. Besides, the section does 
not take aw'ay immunity hut rather eonfers immunity except in specified 
('uses as will appear on looking into sub-section (2) and other sub-sections 
of the section. The Indian law is silent us regards criminal jurisdiction 
in the case of Rulers of Indian States as well as independent sovereigns. 
The inference therefore is that they are to he treated on an equal footing 
in this matter. I think thus that tliere is good ground for thinking that 
the present usage is that the Ruler of an Indian State is immune from all 
(criminal jurisdiction and he is further immune from civil jurisdiction 
except a.K specified in section 8(5, Civil Pro(;edure Code. I therefore feel 
inclined to hold that the clauses of the Bill wdiich make the Ruler criminally 
liable are not free from objection and that the (dauses which require civil 
proceedings to he taken against him can only he operative wdien the 
procedure laid dowm in the Civil l^rocedure (aide is follow^ed. 1 may add 
here that under the Government Trading Taxation Act, 1920, a State is 
treated as a company and henc'e the difficulties mentioned do not arise. 
In fact this provision did not occur in the Bill as originally introduced but 
was inserted by an amendment brought at the instance of Sir Basil 
Blackett, the Finance Member, for facilitating the working of the Act. 

It was contended that the fact that certain individuals may be immune 
from criminal jurisdiction of courts is no ground for holding the relevant 
provisions of the Bill to be ultra vires. I am afraid the matter is not »o 
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simple as it may appear at lirst sight, lii the Bill, by virtue of the 
definitiou ot the word “person”, a Ruler would he expressly broug^^ 
within the jurisdiction of courts. The Bill therefore tries expressly to 
confer powers on courts w»hic}» it is doubtful whether they (*un be empowered 
to assume, having regard to section 2So oi tne (toverninent of Inuia Act, 
1935. It therefore seems to me that lo -this extent the provisions <»f the 
Bill are of doubtful validity. 

I now' come to llie last point, nanndy, whether the prmisions of the Bill 
empowering provincial officers xo exercise auiliority over the Rulers of 
Indian States are valid. With regard to this i|Uestion, (‘ertain changes 
made in section 8fi of the Ci\il Pro<-edure ('o<le an‘ vtu’v pertinent. In 
this section as it stood before, tin* liiiler (d an Imlian Slate could, like any 
other foreign sovereign or cnv«»y, be >ue«l in tin* eases specifietl. with the 
consent of the (iovernor-licneral in C«>um-il or his ot!i tus. Jn the section 
as it now stands revi.seil under tlo' Ada[>tation Ifnler in ('oum il made under 
section 293 of the {jovcrnnicnt ot India Act, tlic consent has to be 

(•btained in r(?sj)cct ot an Indian Ru)t‘r from the Crown Representative or 
his officers, and in resjiect ol (uheis from the ( Jovei nor-(i(*nerai in (a>uiH‘il 
or his ofii(‘(‘rs. Tlic alteration \\a^ prcsumablx ma<lc to conform to the 
proviso to section 2{/) of tlio (ioMunment of India Act. 1935. Tlic view- 
taken thus ajijiears to !>(> that evon such a simple matter as (he giving of 
})ermissi()n to .sue is a functitm ot tin* f'rovvn in relation ti> Indian State.s. 

T think, therefore, that tlicic ground foi- thinking that the with' 

executive j>o\v(‘rs given under the Hill slimibl be exercised by officers of 

the C3'ow n I{(*])resciita 1 1 vc and not l)\ otfi<'ers ol (lie Provincial ( JovernmiMit . 

I am thus of ojiinion that thi*rc aic^ra\c doubts ulioul the validity ol 
some oi tin* provision'' ot ihc Hill 1 do not, liowcvcr, <leM\ that is 

loom for d iv(‘]g<*ncc of opinion. (t is not tin* duty of tin* Chair fo 

arrogate to itself the iunctimis of a (\)url, ami I do not think it will bt? 
correct for me to sloj) this Hill |>y a ruling of mine unless it is ind is])utahly 
clear to nu* that it is a/tm nres-. In tm* circtimstaio'cs, I rule that the 
Bill may bo jirocccdcd with. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Oi'dci;, order. The House will now' tak(* uj) 

discussion on the clauses «d the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1944. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Mr. fVesident, with 
>oiir permission, I would like to make a somewhat unusual suhniission to 
this Hoii.se, (ioveininenf havi* decided not to move in tliis iloiist* the 
amendments to some of ilie clauses of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Hill of which notices had been given on their liehall and which an* on the 
printer! list. 

1 wish to make it clear that no disresjiect fo this House is intt'iided b> 
the eour.>e we have proposetl to adoj)!. I have, as a matter of coiivi<*iion, 
a high regard for the Second Chamber, wdiieb, by its coinjiosition ami 
traditions, discharges a very important and sahifary function in Parlia- 
luentary (lovernnient. From a personal point f»f view-, 1 am able to acknow- 
ledge with gratitude the friendly reception whicdi I have rereived in this 
House ever since, by reason of the offir-e wbir b I bold, it became my duty 
and im privilege to ]>e present at and participate in the riel ibera lions of 
this House. 

As honourable member.s are aware, the As.sembly is no longer in session. 
Any amendments to the Bill aW settled by the Assembly would have to hr» 
referred to that body before the Bill could become law-. I’lir re in a very 
strong rea.son for expediting the passage of this Bill into law*. 

It is no longer a secret that the Bill is closely hounri up the 

question of subventions from the Centre. And it is extremely desira e 
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that the Hill should become law and come into torce without much delay. 
The Assam Agricultural furoine-tax Bill of 1939 received the Governor's 
assent on the 18th of August, 1939; and it was found in Assam that owing 
to this delay there were difficulties in the administration of the Act in the 
first year of its operation, namely, 1939. The machinery for the adminis- 
trat’on of the Act has to be set up; people have to be trained and many 
foni alitics will have to be gone thrtiugh. 1. therefore, beseech the honour- 
able members to co-operate witli me on my assurance that an amending 
Hill will, without unnecessarv delay, be introduced bv Government to cure 
any tlefects tliai there ma> la* in th(* drafting of the Bill as it has emerged 
from the Assembly, 

1 realise that there are several obvious mistakes, mainly grammatical, 
'riiere an* mistakes of j)nnctuatir>n. It had been our hope tliat the 
Assembly Department would have seen to it that these did not occur in 
th*- amended Hill for the puf)li(‘ation of w'hich that department was 
regponsible. I have examined these mistakes carefully and, on the advice 
of experts, 1 am satisfied that the administration of the Act will not be 
liampered by reason of these obvious mistakes. 

'rhe discussions on the amendments in this House may reveal a large 
measure of agreement on the desirability of (‘ertain amendments. I shall 
certainly take note of these for the purpose of preparing the promised 
amending Bill. Further, certain other desirable amendments may 
suggest toemselves during the first few months of the administration of the 
Act 

Oelay in the passing ot this Bill w'ill not jeopardise the subsistence of 
the present Ministiy. It will just* w'eaken our efforts to obtain from Abe 
Govt.niment of India that measure of financial assistance to which we feel 
the Province is entitled. We have been promised t^ crores of rupees. 
That, as lionoura])lc members will agree, is not nearly enough. And I have 
no reason to consider the chapter of negotiations for an adequate subven- 
ti(m as clos«‘(l. Hengal's claim is just. The impact of the war has been 
very uneven on the different provinces of India. But in order to be able 
to enforce our claim \\v must make our position morally and economically 
nn ..yijieachablc h\ the practice of self-help. 

Wv want lai^c sums of money tor varittus i>r(»jt‘cts of rehabilitation, 
.soim* of which hav<* already been actively taken in hand. It is true that 
I took care -as, indeed, it was proper — not to include any conjectural 
figure representing agricultural income-tax receipts in my Budget for the 
cnrrt*nt ,\t'ar. Hut whatever the \iel(l of this tax — however small it 
may he, e,ompar(*(l to our needs — it is a necessary measure of self-help. 
In tact, the imposition of a tax on agricultural incomes is, according to 
im»st economists and publicists, long over due. 1 am afraid there is 
iiltimatcl\ no c-^cupe Irom it. Meanwhile, let us not, by avoidable delay, 
.jeopardise our claim to a larger subvention from the Centre. We must, at 
this hour ot our need, stand w’ell with the Centre and deserve what we 
desire. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 rise on a point of privilege. I would 
.•‘Ubmit to you, Sir. that the procedure which has just been suggested by 
I he Government is unprecedented in the annals of parliamentary history 
anywhere in the world. 1 submit. Sir, that it is the duty and the preroga- 
tive of every Second Chamber to exercise a revising function over legisla- 
tion which comes through the other place. Sir, today, by a definite 
>(atcmcnt made on behalf of the (jovermnent, we have been told that the 
Government not t>nly do not want to move the amendments w'hieh they them- 
st‘lve> had felt it net'essary to move but they have, made it clear that they 
do not want that av)/ amendment should be moved. They want that this 
Bill should emerge from this Chamber without any change whatsoever and 
in the form in w^hich it came out of the other Chamber. In other words, 
Sir, the (loveruinent are giving a plain direction to their party-members 
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that they do uot want am impartial and jnditdal consideration of the Bi*i 
or any of its clauses on merit'*. Simpl\ ii\ virtue of the inajoritjyj which 
the Government enjoy. the\ A^aiit to ritle rou^ltshod over the rights of 
the members to suj^jjest ainendmeiit^. ami to mak • eorrt*t*tions which ares 
admitted even by the Government as nec.#*ssary. Yon will notice. Sir, that 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister who ha^ made the atHtement admitted that 
there are obvious mistakes in the Bill. There an* mistakes of punctuation, 
there are mistakes in the arrangrement of the clauses, titles have been 
misplaced and transferre<l from one i hapter to another and la "ides, there 
are other teehnical mistakes in the Hill wliieh it is the dut\ of this House 
to take into eoiisideration I am deliberately no^ referring- to the vers 
serious defects in this Hill to which you. Sir. hnv© drawn attention. As 
you have pointed out it is certainly not the dut\ of the Chair to take on 
the functions of a (*ourt of law. but it i** certainly — as you have rightly 
done, — the prerogative of the (’lian to point mit the obviou*; mi*italv«*s vvhii'h 
might vitiate the law alfogctlici. imt oiilv technical mattcr> rt*ganling i>iinc- 
tuation and so on. but very .H(*rious • onstitut ional matters w hi»'li might imperil 
the very validity of the law K\cn in "in h a case, Sir. e arc askcil hy 
Government to pass tin* Hill tinough without an\ <*hangc. b»*cause otherwise 
it would entail tin* summnniim (*1 another Ilou.-^c ami wi* knou that they are 
afraid to fact* tin* Chambci in another plain*. Wc know that they are not 
prepared to face the imlilic opinion of Bengal today. W’e know that in 
another place they have lo'-i then majoiity and beeaii'^e the\ ha\e lost their 
majority, they have taki'ii reemirse to this subterfuge to l!\ (o hurry this 
ifill through in this llou>e Hut tlii.> I submit, Sii, i" to emi%>ach on the 
rights of thi" House. Thi" i" an instanee of (he ne\i despot imu to which 
attention was drawn In Lord Hew art. a Lord Cliief dustice of Knglaml in 
his book, “New Despot i>m ’ ’ This newest type of desjiotism is the t>ianny 
of the Executive encroaching upon the preserves of the Legislature, when 
the functions id the Legislature are usurped the Lx(*eiitive. 'riie plea that 
at some unsjiecified date in the future the (Joverninent will bring up an 
amending Hill wliile the existing Hill, lull ol glaring and patent mistakes, 
must be jmssed a** it is, is hardly an intelligent plea. Hy assurance and 
half-promises like thcM* the Mmisti.v is trying to usurp the functions of the 
Legislature. 1 would, therefore, ask you. Sir. to refer the statement of 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister to the Privilege Committee of fhis House. 
Let us decide once for all w’hether the Government (*aii lay dow'ii that no 
amendment should be made to the If ill, that they do not want to c.oiiRidei- 
the Bill and the amendments on their merits. The only reason advanced 
for this extraordinary request is (hat if any amendments are carried, 
how^ever iiccessaiy (hev may be, however desirable and imperative they 
may be on aci-oiiiif of >he legal and other defects of the draft Hill, it would 
entail the Hill going to another place. This is certainly an encroachment 
upon the privileges of the Houst*. I would submit that before wc jiroceed 
further with the consideration ot tin* Hill thi.s matter should he examined 
by the Privilege (’oinmittei* of this House. (Joverninent might have so 
managed their affairs, Ooverument might have so manipulated their 
majority that they could have defeated even desirable amendments on thi* 
floor of the House. Hut that is one thing. Restriction im the exercise* of 
free discussion and voting and a declaration to that effect is quite un(>iher 
matter. To shepherd a measure through the House in this way constitutes 
an infringement of the rights of the legislature which is unprecedented 
Therefore, 1 move that the matter may be referred to the Piivilege 
mittee of the House. 

Mr- PRESIDENT: Do you want my ruling om* this point?' 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: May I "ppak 

Sir ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but 1 hope you will be brief. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Tes, Sir, I will be brief and 
will not repeat wbat Mr. Kabir lias said. In rising to support the proposal 
of Mr. Kabir 1 would like to state <ine fact which is evident froni the state- 
ment of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. His statement seems to be an 
extraordinary one and I do not know wliether there is such a precedent in 
Bengal ever since the commencement of the life of the Legislature. I do 
not think such a procedure was ever propor>e<l or that any Hon’ble Minister 
proposing to move a Bill in a particular House ever asserted in the face 
of such a consolidated list of amendinent-i. -whiidi are as many as 497 — 
that h<‘ wanti'd that the Bill should come out from that House as it ha<] 
emanated from another House without a single change of comma, or even 
semi-colon, (»r any other ehuJige which might necessitate the Bill having 
t/) go ba(‘k to the originating (’hamher. 

Now, Sir, there is one aspect of the matter which has been lost siglit of 
and which 1 want to impress upon the honourable members of ibis House, 
i submit fbut it is a direct insult to the intelligence of the members of 
this House who liave table<l as many as 497 amendments, to ask them not 
to move any amendments and not to hav(‘ any disciission so tar as these 
anjemlments are concerned. It is astonishing to us all to find a re(piest 
from a man of the jjosition of tin* Finama* Minister that the Bill l)e passed 
us it stands without moving any amendment, and without t*ve!i ])utting 
the commas and semi-colons which tlic llon'blc Mini^tiU’ himself admits 
are not ))roperly ])lacc(l in tlu' Bill, in oidei that he might not have to 
face the hut (9iaml)cr of the Asscmhl\. I s\il)init. Sir, that the llon’blc 
Finance Minister liu^ lost sight of this aspiat ot the matter. What he 
thinks is that the honourable members of ibis House -1 fiml among them 
many su|)porttus of ( loverunumt and many who are oj)])osing- the (Jovern- 
ment and tlii^re are also many who are iiMh‘])en(leiit iiuMnlaM-s — may acc(*de 
i(> his requt'st. But Ih‘ himself has admitted that tht‘ Bill has got did'eets 
and he proposes that with the eo-operution of the memhers (>1 this House 
he woubl bring in an aimmding Bill afterwards ^o that tin* deft'cts which 
he hims(‘lf admits an* e.xistiug in this Bill, might be removed. I do not 
know if (‘ver such an (‘xtraordinaiv reijuest \va^ made before in this House. 
The H(m’hle h'lnanee Minister has not possibly rt*a]iseil tin* M'riousness ot 
the situation. You are going to ]dae(' a Bill ])ermam*ntl\ oi\ the Statute 
Book and it is to go out to the world at large as a piece ot l(‘gislati(m ])usspd 
by the honourable members ot the Beng-al la'gi^lative Ass('mblv ami the 
Bengal Ia‘gislative (’ouueil eiuisisting oi im'inbers drawn irom all parts of 
the proviuet*. You bdmit that the Bill i^ defective. \ou admit that there 
are provisions which rcijuin* <'on.si(b‘rat ion .lust now wi* have got a ruling 
from lh(' (’hair saying that then* arc serious flciccts in certain jirovisions 
of the Bill with regard to the Kuler> of the Indian States and witli regard 
to the i‘nfonemeut of the i>rovisions themselves. With all these defects 
the llon’bb* Fiiiam-c ^liuistci- makes a rcipiest to the memb(‘rs of this 
House -pleasc push it through without any change —and it is really a 
mandate to the members supporting the (iov(‘rmnent, and a re(iuest to the 
members of the* Opposition and independent members — shutting your eyes 
to the defects, shutting your eyes to all that is there so that he might not 
have to go to the hot (9iamber of the Assembly w'hieli he cannot face. But. 
Sir, tln*re is one thing wdiich the Hon’ble Finance Minister noted and T am 
glad that he has noted it. He has noted the necessity of the relic and 
rehabilitation of the desHtutes. T am glad that the Hon’ble hhnance 
Minister lias referred to this matter in bi'> statcm(*nt. We know. Sir, that 
the Belief and Behabililat ion Bill wa> jiassed In this Rouse ami it was 
suggested at the time that it was an emergent measure and should bp passed 
immediately so that it might be put into operation before the. Ordinance 
already passed wdth regard to this matter expired. The Bill was parsed 
by this House, I remember. Sir, that Mr. {’larke, member of vlie European 
Party, suggested at that time that there should not be any delay in passing 
the Bill Docause the Ordinance was going to expire. Becognising all 
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these, the Bill was parsed by tin's H«»use and then it went to the Lower 
House for consideration. When the eonsitleration motion <*aine up before 
the Lower Hou-.e. the Hon'hle the Finatie«' Minister at the time of niovinff 
the Bill fled awa;s and the Bill was not mt»ved at all. 1 subntit the Bill 
has not yet been pas>eti and in .•spit. ' all these things the lloirhlo 
Ministers a(l vised His Kxcelleiu'N the (iovern<»r that then* was no bm^ineas 
for the Le|.jislative As>ernbly and >»» it « as prorog-ned- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, \ou nt‘ed not n*ler t<» the prcHUMnl- 
ings of the other llioise. Vo\i better eonfine \oiir obsc'rvat ions t<i the point 
(d privilege. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 am not reterring to 
the proceedings of tin* other Honst*. 1 am only saying (hat (he Hon’bie the 
Finance Minister wants that this Bill sbonhi la* pas-^t'd in tin* shape uiul 
form in whi(*li it now stands; tiial (hen* should m»t be unv delay because 
he lias got to take stej)s fm tln> rdii*! ami reliabil itat ion id the destitutes. 
I sa> that h(* had induced th** nieinbeis i»l this llou,s«> to ]>ass tlu* Bill 
hurriedly and we complieil with his nMpn'st. allowed the Bill to be passed 
but ]i(* iuis left the Bill in the lurch. Therefore. I .sa\ that (he ri*«jues( 
the Ilon’ble tin* l^bnance Minister has nniih* (hat we slnnild pass (his Bill 
in the shape in which it stands at piesmd is a rcipicst wliich ought to he 
placed la‘fore tin* Brivilcgi* ('nnmiittec inr tin* ptir)M)s<> ol eonsiilering 
wdieth(*r the reipu'st is in nidei oj- whether it is a H*(jUest whicli is practi- 
cally a inundate, as }ia> heen d«-n‘nbnd h\ .Mr. Kahir, In the sup]>orters of 
( io\ eriniient that they "hould mil support an\ aniendnn*n1s gooil, had (»r 
indiifcient. As a niattio ot t>n t, Noiin* of the anicmliin'iit arc cer\ m*i*essary 
and in .sjiitc of (hat tin' lioinnn.ddc mcinhcis supjMuting ( iov<'iiMm*nt have 
heen asked to give tlicii vote'' in tavonr ot ( iovt'nnnent . 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, on a matter 
id ])(‘rsoiial exjdaiiation What 1 said is: that (lovernment amendm(‘nts 
will not lie Tnov(*d and there was. of <‘oursc, a rcfjuest that peihajis it would 
be wiser tor ns to pass the Bill a.s it is iiispitc* of tin* minor d(*lcclH, simply 
bccaust* it is bound up v«*rv <*losejy with the (jUcstioii of snbv(*iiiionH trom 
the Centre, M\ ohjeet was tai from in.sulting this House for which I liuvc* 
a very high respect. 1 hiifie my submission was eoiiehed in a language 
wlii(di could uot j)os-.iblv give ally oftVuee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AV e have been discussing the prdnl of jirivilege 
raised by Mr. Hnmayun Kabir. I (rierl t<» understand bow tin* privilegi* 
of fin* lioiisc Innl Ikm-ii infring-ed. (lovernment liave made certain sug-gcH- 
tions and leijuests ami indieate<l tlie line of action wbieli (b»v(*rnment 
(uoposc to iollow w’itii reg'ard to the ainemlments (d wbi( h tfiey IliemselveH 
had given noti<*e. Now. wliether the suggestions were reasonahle or proper, 
it is not for the (diair to make any observation on tliaf jioinl. (iovernmeiii 
are no doubt free to d(‘eid<* whether they would mova* tin* amendmerd.s or uot. 

As regards the ]»arty arrangements in the House itself, the members 
are not liound to follow (birty decisions. So fin* di'cision of the Party 
does net take away their j>rivilege. The members can exei'ciso their rigid of 
vote in any way fliev like, whatever the suggestions may be or whatever 
the ailvi<*(* may be. Tliey are expected to act ac(*ording to what they them- 
selves feel to be in the l»est interest of tlieir const it U(‘ncies or according to 
their sense of public iluty. The Chair fe<*lh that no privilege id the House 
has been infringed and i-lu* ((uestion ot semling tlie inatt(*r to the Privileg'e 
(‘ommittee does not llierefore arise. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, theie i‘ one jnatter on 
wliioh J W(.uM iikf to way a few worrl.s. Having rorar^l 
having reganl to the statement <d the Hon hie V,, 

(loseruineiit aiaendmeiits are not going to he moved, would it not P 

for you, Sir, to give us time to place further amendments. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 think the difficulty 
may lx* obviated if (fovernmeni ameiidiiientti are allowed to be moved by 
the members ol this side, if necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 was to su^jrest that if any particular 

meiiiWr atta<hes very irreat importance to a jmrticular Government amend- 
ment, he mifjrht be allowed to move it as his own. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, there are serious amend- 
ments w'hich an* not merely confined to the removal of a comma. Therefore, 
they should not be ijifnored. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nolmdy if^nores them, Khiui Bahadur Sahib. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir. the usual 

f )ra(tice and convention of thi.>> ILni^e is that no (►ther member except the 
lonouruble member who ^ives noti(‘e of an amendment is entitled t(> move 
it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 know that. Bui in the special circuinstauces of 
the case, 1 am alhnvinjf this procedure. As it is the ^^eneral desire that 
W'e proceed with the Bill without further loss of time, the (’hair relaxes 
these rules and allows the non-offieial members to move the Government 
amendments as their own. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir. will it lu‘ nt‘ci‘s^ar\ ioi iis to send 
formal notices of these amendments, (H- will it be enough if we ^et up on the 
door of the House and move the amendments? 

Mr. PRESIDENNT : Yes, it will be enoiArh if you jfet up ()n the floor 
of file House and move the amendments. 

CUmse 1 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT : (’lause ] stands ))ar1 of (lie Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it is mv misfortune to 
he the first otfeuder ap:ainst the unusual request which the Hon ’hie Finance 
Minister has imole. I believe 1 shall also be tin* last offender in this respect, 
for the last amendment in the list also stands in my name. 

Sir, 1 lu'jj;' to move that after the Breamlile to the Bill, the word and 
Homan tifj^ure “(’HABI'KB I” he inserted. 

Sir, tin* Bill has bi'eii <livid<‘<l into ehaptt‘rN. In an ovei \vhelmin^?ly 
lar^i* number of Acts, both (’cntral and Brovimial. as well as in many 
English Statutes, clauses 1 and have been driven the diprnity of an inde- 
pendent chapter. It is only in rare eases that they have been relegated to 
a subordinuti* position. I tlo not see any rea>on why we should not follow 
the precedent of tin* majority of the Statutes in this resjiect. 1 hope that 
clau.si‘s 1 and 2 would be given the dignity of an independent (hapter and 
be markeil as (’hapter 1. 

With these few words, I hope that the H(»use ^^ill accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that after the Breamble to the 
Bill, the word and Roman figure '‘CHAPTER I” be inserted. 

Thd Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I wish to point 
out that in very important Acts like the Criminal Procedure Code, Act X 
of 1921?, and in other Acts whiidi this I„egislature itself has jiassed in this 
(^humher, tin* arrangement is that there is a section called Preliminary and 
(^hapters come utterw'ards. Therefore, I do not think that it is any very 
unusual procedure that we have adopted. There may be tw'o (»pinions on 
tin*- subject: hut as very important Act.^ contain this arrangement, as I 
have already mentioned, 1 have follow’ed the same procedure in respect of 
this measure. So I oppose the amendment. 
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Ktan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. Ivfor.* decidinK to 
move this amendment, I have carefully consulted 

Hr. PRESIDENT: You have no rijfht of reply. Khan Bahadur Sahib. 
The question before the House is: That after the Preamble to the Bill, 
the word and Roman figure “CHArTEU I*’ be iuserttnl. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Kfiait Bahadur NAXIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. 1 beg to move that 
before clause 1 of the Bill, the* word “/^rc/Z/ninori/’’ shall be inserted as the 
heading of clauses 1 and 

Sir, this a vcr\ iniporfant amendment. It In calculated to cure a 
serious blunder in legislative drafting. The House will please eousider 
the Preamble. It will be found that the wortt which 

should really be a heading to idauses i anti 2, and wiiieh is invariable in 
all A(‘ts has, somehow or otlier, been allowed to lri“>pass inlt> tin* loct inets 
of the Preamhle. The t*fleet of this amendment and other eonneetial 
amendments ndatiug to the i*reanible, would be that the word " Prvlnni- 
which hnds an una uf lioriM-d ])lace within the ambit of thi* Preamble, 
would be banishetl jind exjxdled from the Preambh* and be relegatt*il to 
its proper jiosition as a heading to elaiises 1 and ‘J. This is the first of 
a series of anientlintMits m this connection. 1 have examined over 500 
e.xisting Acts and inan\ dead Acts too, hut in none of them the word 
/a/za/r// i^ to be found in the textun* of the Preainhh*. Sir. this 
inistakt' has a vei\\ iiittMt"'! mg historv. 'I’he Bill claiist*. as it was ]>ublislied 
in the (’(ifrutta (uKvftv, was sli^htl.v tlifVereiit imunt lioristMl presence 

of the word " minory' iiisith* tht‘ l^rcunihle was detected. I believe, 
at the Seleit (hminiittee staj^e aiul though the mistake was noticed, still 
nothing nmeli was done to enre it. All that was done was that after tin* 
first portion of the Preamble, for the comma a full stop was substituted. 

The effect of it was that tile Pieambh* is now ilivided into three incompleU* 

sentences — one iiieonijilele .sentence before the woril " /*rcl f m ituiri/" , tlien 
the word " f* n ! i m > na r}i" its(«lt as a comphde sentence oj one word and then 
another incomplete s(*n1en<'e. namel\, “It is hcieby toiactcil as follows.” 

As a matter of f;i<1. a Preamble ulwass eoiisists of one sentence only. It 
is never divided into independimt ifu'omplete sentences and the interposition 
of the full slop aftei tlie first [>art of the Preambh* has no ]>arullel in any 
Statute in India. 1 submit that the first ]>art of tiic Preamble should end 
with a semi-c(don or a (olon ; and the word ' ' l*/r/ / m tniiry" should be 
reinoviMl ami placed below the words “It is hereby iMiaeted as follows; — 
As it stands, it is a sei ioiis blunder and we cannot be expected to agree to 
it. If the matter is left as it is, tin* effect would be disa.st rolls. AVith 

these words, 1 suhniii that the amendment sliouhl lx* aceejited, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that before claiist* 1 ol the 
Bill, the word ' ' /*rrl i rinnnrif'' shall be iii.sertcd as the heading of elauscs 
J and 2. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to Hupjmrt the ameodment 
moved by my friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. If we look to 
the arrangement of the chapters, we find that (chapter I begins with (dause 
d. AVhat the Khan Bahadur suggests is that the word “/Vr/r/n/zmr.v” 
should be before clauses 1 and 2. What we find here is: Preliminary -it 
is hereby enacted as below .... and then clauses 1 and 2 nnd then one 
chapter follows another. That would not be in order. For puffing the 
word before “It is hereby enacted as below^” js putting the 

cart before the liorse. Therefore, 1 submit that the u rnendim'nt rrioycd by 
my friend is so just that (lovernment should not Insitafe fo accept if. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr, PTf^iflent, Sir. I rise (« Hupporl lhi» 
amendment but not from a legal point of view: 


Many legui preceoenUt 
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have been cited by niy friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddiii Ahmad, the 
mover. Ah you will remember. Sir, we have sometimes in this House 
delegated to him functions of druftmaiiship and references to books of law. 
I look at the f/uestion from a })lain tommonsense point of view. I feel, like 
the Khan Bahadur, that the Preamble does not make any sense when the 
word ''Pre! i nniutry** stands ini<lway. That is not the point to whicli T would 
draw your si)ecial attention. What I would draw your attention to is that 
certainly the clause “It is hereby enacted a.s lollows” covers the whole Bill. 
This (dause is not a Preh mnuiry' portion of the Bill. It cannot l)e 
regarded as belonging to any part or ]Kn*tion of the Bill. On the contrary, 
after the preamble Htates the reasons f<»r promulgation of tlie Bill, the 
Legislature declares “It is hereby enacted as follows”. The titles of 
rbapters are to be divided according to the subject-matter of the different 
clauses. Therefore, inclusion of the \vt>r<l " Prrinn innrii" here jars, not 
only ugairiftt legal j»r(*ce«lents. as suggested by the Khan Bahadur, but also 
against eominonsense. Not merely that. I do not (juite understand it and 
] would ask the Hon ’hie Finance Minister who has iv far greater acquain- 
tance with l(‘gal language than myself, 1 woiibl ask him what precisely 
is the force of the word “/Vc/////inor?y’’ here. What would be the effect if 
the enactment claust* is rc'gnrded as the ]>reliminarv ])ortion of th(‘ Bill. 
The governing clause I take it is; “It is h('r(4)y tmacted as follows” and this 
is the fundamentjil clause of the whole Bill. That is not a part of a ])arti- 
eular section, that is not a scM'tion of any ])articiila?' cha|>ter. 'Fo compare 
small things to great, thi^ clause is to tin* Bill what the ‘'cntcnce “(lod said 
let there 1 h» light and there was light” is to tlu* re>t ol the Ifihle. The 
words “It is hereby ena<'t(*(l as follows” aic in tin* ]>osilion of this first 
statement of tlit* Bible. It is the genesis of tin* wlioh* Bill and if tliere is 
Homething wrong in the genesis, its (*ons(‘(juences arc going- to be wrong 

ijideed. If the Hon'hlt* Finama* Minist(‘i can satisfy nie on thi> point, 

1 assure him that I will ceitainly v^ithdraw my support from th(' ainenament 
of my friend Khan Ifahadur Naziruddiu Ahmad. 

On lh(' other liund, if lu‘ himself feels that he has no satisfactory expla- 
nation, or that he cannot satisfy any one of us, he should acce])t the 
amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to support 
the amendment which has been moved by my honourable friend Kban 
Bahadur IVaziriiddin Ahmad, f would like to (piote the words w'hich the 
Tlou’ble tlie Finance Minister has said in iqq)osing the first amendment 
moved by th(‘ Khan Baluidui. In suj)porl of his ojiposition to the first 
amendment of the Khan Bahadur the Hon’hle the Finance Minister quoteil 
the uulliorits of the ('ivil Procedure Fode and contended that the word 
“Chapter I” need not he iii(‘()r])orated as proposed in the first amendment 
but that “(chapter I” (»f the Bill as ])laced here in in proper i)lace. If we 
luw examine, having rt‘gard to the statement of the TIon’ble the Finam-e 
Minister, what is enacted, if the j>reliminary portion is left out of the 
tmactmenf, the Bill will read as follows: “Wher(*as it is necessary to make 
an addition to the revenues of Beng*al and for that purpose to impose a tax 
on agrieultural income derived from land situated in Bengal” then comes 
the w’ord Prcli ininary*' and then “It is hereby enacted as follow’s”. He 
has left out the word "Preliminary''^ which should go first. 

As regards the second observation, I want to say that it is well knowm that 
the heading of a Bill aiul the Preamble of a Bill have got to be taken into 
consideration together and then the other provisions w'ill come. If this is 
done, we will find that the words “It is hereby enacted as follows” should 
l)e part of the Preamble and .•should not W detached from it. Therefore, I 
submit that the Mord Preliminary" has been misplaced and it ought to he 
placed in its proper place so that the Bill may come out in a perfect form 
and not in the form in which it now stands. I know, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister will not accept our amendments having regard to the 
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itfttement he hae made this afternoon, but we consider it our duty to point 
out these glaring mistakes so that it might not l>e stated afterwards that 
we overlooked these things and allowed the defects to remain in the Bill. 

With these words, I support the Atn eo dmftn t , 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: 8ir, i rise to oppose this amendment 
on the ground that it ^s useless. In its present place, the meaning of the 
word ^Prclimtnary'* is quite clear. So we should not waste a good deal 
of our time over this amendment. If the word Preliminary ' ' is brought 
down to a place before clause 1, in that case also there will be no dihereuce 
in meaning. 1, therefore, think it is absolutely u.seless for us to waste our 
time and energy over an amendment like this. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, on a point of information. 
My honourable friend, the last speaker, huppen.s to be a great lawyer and 
is also as old as myself. Can he tell us whether ^^luring the whole career 
of his useful life he has come across such a blunder ^ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sir, Mr. 
liumayun Kabir is an uutlior and be publishes hi.s books. 1 think he will 
bear me out if I say that he also does not think that the word ''Preliminary" 
loses its meaning if it is not placed properly. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir. 1 picsume that when a Bill 
emerges from this House, the public will take it that tlie members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council must have been very careful in going through 
it. ThereloiH*, if these glaring mistakes an* not remedied by the (jK>vem- 
ment, not only would they lo(»lv small hut we also will look small as we have 
some stakes somewhere. If the word " Prelf miiutry" is to have some sense, 
it must be placed before clause 1, as suggested by my honourable friend the 
mover of this amendment. With these few words, 1 support the amendment. 
The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I shall not 

endeavour to convince the honourable meml)ers opposite Of course, it 
would be much better if the word "Preliminary" could have been trans- 
ferred to a place lower down; but for reasons of expediency it is not possible, 
and therefore 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that before clause 
1 of the Bill, the word "Preliminary" shall be inserted as the heading 
of clauses 1 and 2. 


The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES— 14. 


Klum Bahadur Naiirtiddln Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muham- 
mad Jan. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kahir. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. B. C. MukherJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


NOES— 2a. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddin Ahmad. 
Mr. Moabahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. . 
Khan Sahib AMhil Arlz. 

Mr. D. L. flifua. 

Mr. Moazaaittiill Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibufla Chowdhury. 
Mr. c. E. Clarfia. 

Mrs. K. O'Rotsrlo. 

Mrs. L. P. DiitU 
Mr. R. w. N. Porsuton* 

Khan Balisdiir Abdul OafM. 


The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur B. M. 
Hotain. 

Mr. Latafat Hotaain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hotialn. 

Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

Mr. W. B. 0. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nlmmo. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy* 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stoiron. ^ 

Khan mahttiur M. Shamwiaaaba* 

Or. Katlruddln rahilidar. 
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Mr* PREilDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. For the 
amendment — 14, against the amendment — 26. The amendment is, there- 
fore, negatived. 

Mri BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, after the word ‘‘Bengar*, the words 
“excluding the temporary re-settlement estates of Sundarban in the districts 
of Bakarganj, Khulna and 24-Pargana8“ be added. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I beg to remind the members of this 
House and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, the mover of the Bill, the history 
of the land revenue settlement of the Sundarban estates. The Sundarban 
estates are not permanently settled; their rent is revised periodically. The 
landlords are given only a small percentage of the profits according to the 
collection made by them at the time when the rent is revised. The last 
re-settlement was made very recently when the revenue payable by the 
landlords was (‘nbanced considerably and their position now is very 
precarious. They are hardly able to deposit tlu* (rovernment revenue in 
time. In tlie report of the Floud Commission, T would speak subiect to 
correction, there is no suggestion for acquiring these. Sundarban estates. 
As a matter of fact, so far as Sundarban is concerned. Government is really 
in the position of landlords and it would be a great hardship if upon the 
small profit which the landhirds were allowjd when the rent was revised 
last, an encroachment is now to be made in the shape of this tax. Anv 
one acquainted with the history of the Sundarban estates would realise that 
these estates had been developed substantially with the money invested hv the 
landlords and during a long period of time the landlords enjoyed little or 
no profit. The risk Tvhich they had undergone in investing large sums of 
money for the improvement of the Sundarban estates was very great, but 
they w’ere greatly disappointed when the last settlement took place, and 
the revenue was revised and enhanced considerably. Sir. 1 would impress 
upon the Hon’hle ihe Finance Minister and memberH of this House that 
it w'ould h(‘ really a <louble taxation, a hardshi]) from which the landlords 
of the Sundarban cstai(‘s and cmtitled to he exempted in accordance with 
the principle already r(‘cngnised by tin* Governmeni in conne(‘tion with 
the assessment of tea couq^anics and the principle recognised in the Finglish 
Finance Act, T mean tlu* provision relating to Income-tax in the English 
Finance Act. It is nothing hni a further taxation on the profit which the 
Sundarban landlords ,are entitled to enjoy in arcordanoe with the assuranee 
given by the Government at the time when the rent was revised last. 

I would remind the honourable members and the Hon ’hie the Finance 
Minister specially of the discussion and the negotiation that took place 
during the time when the re-settlement of the Sundarban estates was made 
last: T mean, the dissatisfaction that prevailed among the Sundarban 

landlords at the time; the offer made hv Sir Provash Chandra Mitter, who 
was then the Revenue Minister, and the terms arrived at at the time. 
There can he nhsolutelv no analogy between these Sundarban landlords 
and the other permanently-settled estates in Bengal. There is no question 
here of a very large profit being intercepted from the collections made 
by the landlords from their tenants. 

As a matter of fact, looking to the history of the Sundarban Settlement, 
we find that the term Sundarban is commonly 'used with reference to 4ll 
the deltaic lands in the districts of 24-Pargana8, Khulna and Bakarganj. 
This tract was not the subject-matter of the Permanent Settlement in 
Bengal. Regulation 9 of 1816 was passed by the Govemor-in-Council on 
the 26th of April, 1816, making provisions for the appointment of Commis- 
sioners of revenue for the area. The provisions of clause 3, section 2, of 
Regulation 9 of 1825 are with regard to the assessment of revenue for the 
Sundarban. Liternlly “Sundarban'' means Sundari forest tracts and was 
once the» favourite home pf Royal Bengal tigers. There is still a large 



1944,] AGEICULTITBAL mCOME-TAX BILL, IIS7 


there lying unmlaimed being pre»ei*ved as reserved forest. It may 
be mentioncKl at this stage that the maintenance of reserved forest is 
essentially necessary in order to ensure the lands being benefited with 
rain water. As a matter of fact, there is a great cry now for afforestation. 
Expert opinion has now established that forest lauds should not be reclaimed 
and converted into cultivable lands, ll’lieu Government proposed to 
settle a portion of Siuidarban lands, people did not come forward in larp^ 
numbers for taking settlement. It was found that the area sought to be 
settled was below the sea level and in order to he of any \ise had to be 
protected by very high and strong eml)ankment^ to keep away the salt 
water. Many capitalists were ruined in their ventures. It was found that 
it was very difficult to protect the einhunknien^s as frequent breaches 
resulted in the embankments unless a very strict watch over the same was 
kept throughout. When the original levenue was assessed for the 
Sundarban area, the rent was Itiw, considering all the facts as stated 
above. After the settleiuent^hohlers r>ucceeded at a very great cost to improve 
the lands, vsettled tenants on the same and begati to earn a good profit 
from the same, the temporary period having expired. Government proposed 
to re-assess tVie rent. As a mutter of faet, rent was assessed, in some cases, 
one thousand times more than the pre-existing rtmt. It was oul> when 
Sir P. (' Mitter. the then Pevenue Minist(‘r, intervened that the rent was 
reduced. So tar as thesr lands are ('oncenied, out ot gross assets they are to 
pay 50 per cent, as (iov<‘rnment revenue, per cint. for maintenance of 
embankments and about IH per cent, as establi.slnuent cost. The ]>ro])rietors' 
share of cess, rates and come to about lA per <*ent. Public works of 

utility and construction of tube-wells and tanks, etc., 2^ per cent.; this 
leaves a balance of only about S per cent, as profit for the Leusehobler. It 
is this 8 per ( «*iit. profit again which is going t<» be taxed under the present 

Bill. 


Now, Sir, lien I wu.s speaking on the queatiou of double taxation and 
was referring to the liistory of laud revenue nsstissmenf in Bengal, 1 
referred to paragraph 15 of the Majority Report of the Floud Gommission. 
My statement llmt the land revenue had hecn desi'ribed therein os a. tax, 
evoked a strong pi<»test in tin* House and it was said that 1 wa^^ drawing a 
wrong analogy. That 1 was not drawing a wrong analogy would be clear 
if uc look to tile history of land taxation not only in India but in Britain 
as well. What is the fundamental firinciple on which taxation is imposed 
on the subject y Tlic fundamental principle is that the State must have 
funds to fulfil its ever-increasing functions of governing the people. 
For that pur})o.sc it is necessary that every one earning an income 
whether from sersice or from laud or by business should contribute a portion 
of the income to the Government of tlie country to enable the Government 
to carry on the administration. Now, so far as land is concerned , it is very 
difficult to ascertain who was the owner of the land. I am not going to refer 
to the controversial point whether the ^tate is|the owner of land or the 
landlord or the tiller of the soil ; but whatever may be the position with 
regard to the ownership, there was no question that a (pertain portion of 
income from the land is due to the Government. When the Permanent 
Settlement was made, this tax was taken into account and it will be found 
if honourable members of this House care to read the Floud Commission 
Report that at its inception the landlords were allowed only a profit of 10 
per cent, the total profit being, as against a revenue of 241 lakhs, a sum 
of 23 lAhs at the time of Permanent Settlement. Subsequently, the land- 
lords found great difficulty in depositing the revenues and man^v estates 
were sold for arrears of revenue and if we look really t/) the history on 
this subject, we will find that the present proprietors are 
and not original settlement-holders from Government. The 
original settlement-holders can be counted at finger ends. Agai ^ 

find that the original rnttlemeni^olderB could not retain a large port n 
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of their e«tate» on account of the very heavy assessment of revenue and 
non-realisation of rent from the tenants. Now, so far as the permanently- 
settled tracts are concerned, it may be said that they have bl^u deriving 
an inflated income at the present moment and as the revenue is fixed once 
for all, the State has been deprived of its share of the income which it 
is entitled to get from the produce of the land. Now, Sir, here we have 
to pause for a moment and carefully consider the situation. As 1 stated 
before so far as the Bundarban tracts are cx>ncerned, the revenue was settled 
very recently leaving the present landlords a very small percentage of profit. 
If you want to tax again this profit, would it not really amount to double 
tajmtion? 1 would Tike the llorrble the Finance Minister to note parti- 
cularly this part of my argument that it is out of the profit of 8 per cent, 
that the tax is being levied. Government is not going to tax or realise 
any portion of the expenses. 

Let us now take the case of the tea growers. I am glad that my colleagues 
of the European Group have now returned to the liouse and are going to 
hear what I suggest with regard to the assessment of the tea companies. It 
is said that they have to pay certain amount of tax to the Central Government 
under the Indian Income-tax Acf; that they have to pay again a heavy assess- 
ment under the United Kingdom Finance Act. It is therefore reasonable 
and equitable that they should be relieved from paying tax again on the 
income on which they have paid once before to the United Kingdom. I 
would submit, Sir, that on the argument which is applied to the case of 
the Sundarbaii settlement-holders, these tea growers would be f>nly taxed on 
the net profits which they derive after paying all outgoings including the 
taxes payable to the Central Government and to the United Kingdom and 
the Bengal Government will only claim taxes on the portion of the income 
left after making these allowances. As a matter of fact, we know that so 
far as the United Kingdom tax is concerned, an assessee is entitled to 
allowances which have not been provided for in our Bill and I would test 
the sense of justice of the members of the European Group of this House 
and members supporting the Government when I move my amendments 
regarding the same. But at present I am on the question of excluding 
Sundarbans. I say, Sir, that having regard to what I have narrated above, 
exclude Sundarbans altogether or if it is considered essential that the 
Sundarban proprietors should be taxed as well, give them the same relief 
which you are giving to the Europeans on the plea of double taxation. I 
submit that in moving my amendment I am only putting my European 
colleagues in this House to test. If they want that they should be relieved 
from the payment of this tax as thev have already paid it in the United 
Kingdom, then so far as the Sundarbans settlement-holders are concerned 
they too are entitled to say that they should be placed under the same position 
and be given relief to which they are entitled on provisions similar to what 
you are going to apply in the cases of the owners of the tea gardens. With 
these words, I place my amendment before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (2) of clause 
1 of the Bill, after the word “Bengal’', the words “excluding the temporary 
re-seitlement stsftes of Sundarban m the district of Bakarganj, Khulna and 
24-rargana8” be added. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I rise to support the amendment of my 
friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. So far as the re-settlement of the 
estates of the Sundarbans, in the districts of Bakarganj, Khulna and 24- 
Farganaa are concerned, we understand that the settlement-holders get an 
actual income of 8 per cent, only and every other thing goes to the coffers 
of Government, It is such a low margin that no further income-tax should 
be imposed on these estates. 

TN HOfl’bIt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMi: Sir, I feel no 
fH^barraasment in opposing the amendment. II honourable members will 
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kindly refer to clauses 6 and 7 of the Bill, they will find that in the matter 
of reduction of the income-tax of the Sundarbans landlords, their difficulties 
have been taken into consideration and there is no need for taking any 
further discriminatory step in their favour. In computing their net 
income for the assessment of this tax, ^leductioiis have beet\ allowed to 
these Sundarbans landlords in view of their peculiar position. It w’ill 
further be found that ^undei t)ther provisions of the Bill, namely, under 
Embankment, sutlicient consideration has been paid to the ease of these 
landlords. In view of this, 1 do not think Government can do anything 
more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause of clause 1 of the Bill, after the word “BengaF’ the words 
“excluding the temporary re-settlement estates of Sundarban in the districts 
of Bakarganj, Khulna and 24-Parganas’‘ be added. 

(Tht' amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 beg to move: tluii for sub-clause (/>) ot 
clause 1 of tin* Bill, the following be substituted, namely : — 

“It shall come into fma'c on such date ns may be notified in tht^ Official 
Gazette, not being earlier tliaii three montlin fr<nn the date of 
Iiublication of tlie assent of His Excellency tl»e Governor or the 
Governor-General as the case may be and shall remain in force 
till the dlst day of March following.” 

1 have no doubt you will bear me out. Sir, that in the Britisli lonstitu- 
tional procedure whenever a tax is imjjosed, the average tax-payer is givtoi 
a period of tinie during whicli to adjust biiiiself to the new imposition. ll 
is only here that we find that very often taxes are snrung upon the p«)or 
rate-payers almost a surprise ami without giving them any oj)j)ortunity 
whatsoever of adjusting themselves to the new financial position accordingly. 
J would stibmit lliat the |)osition in this (*ountry all the more demands 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The time is ii|>. Mr, Ivabir may m>ntinue his speech 
tomorrow. I now adjourn the House till d p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjoumment. 

The Council then adjourned till d p.m. on Wednesday, the 5tb July, 
1944. 


m 
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MEMBEES ABSEOT. 


f4TH July, 1944.] 


Mambm AbsmL 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 4th 
July, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Huniayun Reza Cliowdhury. 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Mr. Abdul Lalifi. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moliolanahish. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Moinin. 

(10) Mr, N. N. Mokerjee. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purasell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Miikle*^!!!' Rahiiiiiu 
(lo) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


First Sasslofi, Mo. S2. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on WedneMdaj^' the 5th July. IJH4, at J p.m., being 
the fifty-second day of the hirst Session of 1}>44. pursuant to section 
62(^)(a) of the Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Hahadur Abdul Hamid (’howdhuk v. 
.i.p. ), was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Proscribed books by Kaii Nazrul Islam. 

204. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Departmenl be pleased to state - 

{a) the names of the books by poet Kuzi Nazrnl Islam, which Imve 
be(‘n proscribed by the Government; and 

(/>) whether the (ioveniment propose to consider the desirahilitv of 
removing the han on these hooks ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (</>(!) Hisher Hanshi. (2) Pralayer Shiklia. 
(d) Hhangar Gan, (4» ( handr.i Hindu, and (5) Vugn Hani. 

(//) 'i'he matter is umhu- (‘onsnlerat ion . 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be jiltMised to state whether he is aware that resolutions 
were jiassed at <liffer<*nt meetings retiu«*st iiiff tin* Government to withdraw 
the ban on these books and that ]>ublie feeling is very strong .against this 
ban which lias shut out tlie publication of some of the b<‘st lit«*niry works *r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am aware of sevcial 
resolutions being passed at meetings, but 1 am not aware of the fmt that 
there is a very strong feeling in the matter. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: VVill the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that some innocent 
religious poems like “Fateha Duazdham” have be<m banned'/ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: i am not aware ot it 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what policy is followed by the Govern- 
ment in the matter of withdrawing bans in such cases/ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When applications are made 
for such withdrawal, they are consi<lered on their merits and if Government 
find that there is no further necessity for the ban they withdraw it; otherwise 
the ban is kept on. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Who are the 

Huthoriti^ to examine these books/ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Home Department. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; We find that 
in the case of books like “Pather Dabi*’ the baa hiCs been witlntniwii, then 
why the ban on these books have not been withdrawn y 
134 
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Tha Hofl’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: 1 Lave nothing further to 

add. 

Mailivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWOHURY; U it a tact 
that high otficialw who were entrusted with the examination a>ked him to 
supply Home copies of these proscribed hooks'^ 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUODINs 1 am not aware of it. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when these books W’ere banned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr^ HUMAYUN KABIR; Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that there 
l»as been a great cdninge ii» tlie ])olitical background and (lunlitiiui since 
the time when the books were banned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long it will take to consider the matter wliitdi 
under considenition of (iovernment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: i believe m a mmiih <•! two. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; in a month or twi»’ is .» 
vt*r\ vague term. Will the Hon'ble Miiiister ])lease give a moie definite 
time? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am >(>rrv, 1 cannoi be moie 

definite in a matter like this. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Honide Mun>lei idea.e .tale 
\vh(‘ther Iu‘ lias read these books? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. Sn. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: H ave those gentlemtui who are respons- 
il)le for the banning of these liooks read the books? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These books w(*re banned 
before this (iovernment assumed otUee. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that a similar 
aiiswt'r was given by the Hon'ble Ministei himself in a difienuit ('al)inet 
about d or 4 years ago? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : 1 do not remember it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If I retresli bi.s memor\ and lemind him 
that the matter was under consideration by him about 4 years ago, will he 
be prepared to look into the old files? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well. 1 ma\ look into the 
files. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of answer {h), when the 
matter is still under consideration, will the Hon’ble Minister ]dease take 
the trouble to read the books? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot give any guarantee 
that I shall read all the books; but I shall read the objectiouable portions 
of the b(K)ks. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister please get these books examined by non -officials ? 
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The Hoffi'bla Khuvaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: There is do necessity for 
such a thing. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please give the names ol tlie members of the committee who will consider 
the matter? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no such (committee 
but the Home Department will consider the matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon ble Minister please see that 
the persons who will examine this question know something alnuit the 
Bengali literature? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 Imve already said, there 
is no committee but the Home Department will examiiu' the «|Uestion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon hle Minister please set* that 
the gentleman of the Home Department wln> t‘\ami!u*s this matter is a 
Bengali uinl has some knowletlge of the Bengali literature? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : The Intnouralde meinhei may 
rely on it that the examination will be tlone most efheit'iitly. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the litm'hlf Minister ])lease state 
if these hooks liave bi*en translated into Kiiglish? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not know, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In hH»king through the objt‘eti(»nahle 
parts of the hooks will lie read tlie texts in originals,'' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T)>e honourable member 
should assume that the thing will he <lone eflieieiitly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have got an inljournment motion. 
Yesterday it was deei(h*d that the ffon hie the ( liiet Minist(*r ^^ould make a 
statement toda\ . So, before he makes the ^tatemellt nia.\ I reioi out my 
adjournment motion ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is not nei‘essaiN . The Hon'hh' the 
Chief Mini>ter will now make the statement. 


Statement by the Chief Minister regarding export of rice from Bengal to 

Assam. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. (iovcrtiiu.-n( luive iM«ued 

.a communique on this sulqcci uiid the Uesionul Kooii ( 'ommisstoner hus also 
issneil a -.tatement explainiriff the position. I will jnst read what has been 
stute.1 there and a.l.l a tev» words more. It is deal from the statement 
made that there was no question oi giving any rice or paddy from Bengal 
to the Assam (loveniment or to tlie Army authorities apart from the quea- 
tioii of on j)urel\ lending ]>addy. (In account ot certain unforeseen 
circumstances the Army made* a demand on tin* AHsani (government for five 
thousand tons of rice. The Assam (jovernment did not have the ytee and 
then the Army authorities approached the (Government of Iinlia who 
approached the Government of Bengal and pointed out that from the 
of view of transport it would be very convenient it Bengal could 
rice to Assam and lhat fbat quantity of rice would b(* given back b> the 
Army authorities to Bengal and that it would he (Muivenieiit i 

of view^'^of transport to send five thousand tons of rice from .North HerigaJ 
to Assam, and that the (Tovernment of India would scmkI to the V '*** ** 

of Bengal the five thousand tons of rice which the> would ^ Yher 

from the Army quota. Later on the Army made a Kame 

five thousand tons of rice and similar arrangements were n » 



basis and on the distinct tmderstanding that the GoTernment of India would 
reimburse the same quantity of rice to Bengal from the Army quota^ a.e., 
in all ten thousand tons of rice will be sent from North Bengal to Assam, 
and before the end of August the Government of India will give back to 
the Government of Bengal the ten thousand tons of rice which they have 
sent to Assam. So it will be apparent that it is purely a cjuestion of 
temporary loan which will be repaid by the Government of India from the 
quota that is reserved for the Army outside Bengal and in other parts of 
India; and the House will agree with me that as it is extremely important 
to conserve transport as much as possible both in the interests of the War 
as well as of the Government of Bengal, that was the best arrangement 
that could be made. There can be no doubt whatsoever that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is not sending any rice out of the province apart from 
what has been sent on the assurame that it will be given back and the 
total quantity of which is ten thousand tons. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir, will you permit me to make a 
statement on my adjournment motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, first let me know if you are 
satisfied with the statement of the Hon’hh* the (’hief Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir. I am not satisfied at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Then you may just put one or two 
questions to the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister in order to tdicit from him 
further information on the .subject. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the matter will ht‘ dealt with in 
connection with the discussion of the mijourninent motion more fully and 
adequately. Tlie matter is this. The Government of Assam issued a 
Press-note on the 1st of July stating that they wanted to meet certain 
commitments of the Army and that is why they required the rice and it is 
not tliat tliey hud no paddy. The Assam Government had paddy but could 
not enfonie its procurement from their own subjects. The cultivator.s there 
iiad plenty of ])addy hut the object of the Assam Government is to tak»‘ away 
the rice of Bengal in order to bring down the price of rice in Assam and 
.purcdiiise paihly more freely and at lower price from their own people over 
there. Therefore, I say. Sir, that the Bengal Government had no liusiness 
to go out of its way' to lower the price of rice of another province when its 
own people in different jiarts of the Province and in several districts are 
unable to purchase rice because of very high price. The price of rice in 
Chittagong and (\>x’s Bazar and Noakhali is ruling at more than forty 
ru])et*s a maund. ’rhat is the situation : and in a situation like this, exjiort 
of paddy should take place not from North Bengal to Assam but to the 
coastal districts of Bengal and to the other deficit areas in Bengal. It looks 
innocent indeed when the Government of Bengal say that they' have sent out 
5,00(1 tons of rice to Assam because they received a call for it from the 
Government of Assam and that ^hen there is a second call for a further 
5,000 tons they' will also send that quantity to Assam, and this is the limit of 
the quantity' of rice that Bengal is prepared to send according to the state- 
ment of the Chief Minister. But, Sir, a statement has also been issued by 
the Regional Food Commissioner. In that statement he does not say 
any thing about the quantity that has been or will be sent to Assam ; all 
that he say's is that certain tons of rice will be sent to Assam but what the 
quanity is going to be has not been mentioned. He does not mention 
any'thing about the quantity' although he say's that this province will be 
re-imbursed later on with further supply of rice. That may' be done later on, 
but at present the people of Bengal are .suffering because the policy that 
is now being adopted, namely', the sending of rice out of Bengal to Assam 
which has really’ got padd.v in sufficient quantities but is not purchasing 
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B|^dy from its own people because the price is so hi|fh. It is very ourioua, 
Sir: the position is very curious. The Regioua) Food Commissioner doe« 
not mention the limit 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He will no doubt contine himself to the 
limit fixed by the Central Government. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The present demand of the Assam 
Government is for 10, (HK) tons and later on we will i^erhaps fiml that more 
than that quantity has been actually sent out of Bengal; that will be a very 
serious situation for this province. Sir. This Government could not 
control the export of rice in 1942 and even in 1949 and as a matter of fact 
rice w’as being exported from the port <»f Calcutta sometimes with and 
sometimes without the knowledge of the Ministers. A r»1atement was made 
to this effect from the Treasury Bench at the time of the discussion on the 
food situation sometime ago. The result was the famine in Bengal when 
thousands of people died for want of rice; a huge population was carried 
away by famine and not only by famine but also by diseases following in 
the w'ake of the famine. Even now we are juissing through a famine of 
money and for want of money, i^'lde arc unable to purchase rice at this 
abnormally high price. So, why not introduce the rationing system in 
the.se deficit areas ? Why export rice again, for the people are still passing 
through acute distress and therefore this policy of sending to Assam paddy 
and rice in the face of this money-famine will result in food-famine even 
though rice is .sent in driblets. The Honourable Minister has stutiMl that he 
is prepared to send out 10,909 tons of riot* to Assam in driblets. T-his policy 
is highly detrimental and prejudicial to Bengal and it is a matter of urgent 
public importance and ot rec'ent occurrence. Therefore, 1 do ask your 
consent to allou' me to move* thi.H motion so that tlic House may have an 
opportunity to discuss the* whole thing. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; From the statement ot the Honourable 
the Chief Minister it appears that it is only a question of loan. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The question is not a sim])lc one of 
loan. Sir. Let me state the wliolc point thus. How does it look tor one 
debtor country to advance money to a creditor country I' It is not at all 

a creditable position. We must first oi all be in a position to be 

in our ow'u house and then con>tider the (|in*sti(ui ot helping others. Wheu 
we are in great difficulty, when we cannot manage our own houseliold and 
w’hen our ow'n people are dying by thousands for w^ant of adequate quantity 
of rice why should we .show this vicarious generosity ot lending our 
things to others? Perhaps you know. Sir, that the Hiii'hie Minister for Civil 
Supplies has had to rush to Chittagong and Noakhali after I P aced my 
adjournment motion the other day, trying to meet the situation. That is the 
position which we are in at present. So how the question of loan ot rice to 
Assam, or, for the matter of that, to other province, can arise at this stager 
This is the policy— whether it is proper or fair on the paH of the (loyernment, 

who are responsible for the well-being of the people of Bengal, which should 

be discussed — the question of giving loan to Assam 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: It is a question of 

exchange 


or 


Mr. HAAIOAS MAZUMDAR; Whether it is a question of l<>“? 
exchange, Sir, we condemn this policy of the 

time when Chittagong and Noakhali and other places are in i efi i . 

as rice is concerned and the Hon’ble Minister for ^ nroviacegf* 

had to run there. Is this the tihie to a<Jvanee 

Sir, this is going to deteriorate the morale of the province and we 

disouse this policy through this adjournment motion- 
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Mf« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 have considered thi 
question very carefully and I am of opinion that after the statement of th 
Hon'ble the Chief Minister this adjournment motion is not necessaiy’’ an( 
1 disallow it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, May I have two points cleared by th( 
Hon’ble the Chief 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No, the matter is closed. 

ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 

On Covamment’s failure to provide rations for *‘Bhog” to Hindu Deities 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have got notice of an adjournment motioi 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which runs as follows : — 

That this Council do adjruirn its business to discuss a definite matte 
of urgent yiublic importance, namely, the failure of the (lovern 
ment of Ilengal to provide for the ration of “Bhog” to the Hindi 
deities in Calcutta and other rationed areas, though promises ii 
this respect were held out by the Hon’ble Minister in charge o 
Civil Supplies times without number. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I make a state 
ment in this connection P As the honourable members are already aware 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies has gone to Chittagonj 
to deal with a situation there. As soon as he comes back, he will make ; 
statement in this House defining the (iovernment policy which has no^ 
been settled and the announcement of which awaits Mr. Suhrawardy’ 
return from (’hittagong. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: When is he expected? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the bth. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, if I am not satisfied with tlr 
statement. 1 think I will be allowed to move my adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, if it is found in order. 

On Covarnment failure to proceed with the consideration of the Benga 
Destitute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have got notice of yet another adjourn 
ment motion from Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji whicli runs as follows: 
That this ( ouncil do adjourn its Inisiness to discuss a definite matte 
of urgent public imimrtance, namely, the situation that has arisei 
by the reason of the fact that the Bengal Destitute Person; 
( Kepatriation and Relief), Bill, 15144, which was ])assefl b\ thi 
House on the 17th February, 15144, has not been further proceedei 
with by the (xovernment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: May 1 move the motion ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No ; at the very outset I want to knov 
the .subject-matter of your adjournment motion. As far as I have under 
stood it from the notice, you want to censure Government by this adjourn 
ment motion for their failure to proceed with a Bill w^hich has been passei 
by this House and .sent to the other House for their concurrence. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, If I may refer to tin 
proceedings of this House, dated the 8th February, page 50, you will fim 
that there is a statement made by the President on that date when tht 
Hon’ble Mr», Tarak Nath Mukherji gave notice of this Bill, I understaiu 
that the.se two Bills which are 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I want to be satisfied that you do noi 
want to criticise the action of any Hon’ble Minister in connection with hb 
activity in the other House, 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER<II| No. Sir. 1 uni not going to 
say what happeueii in the other House; but so far as this House is oou- 
cernecl. it was stated that tliat Rill was a very urgent and important one 
and it was necessary that that should be passed within a certain date 
because the Ordinance was going to expire soon. Actually, the Bill oame 
before this House on the 17th February last and was passed w'ithin 10 days 
and now we are in July but the Bill h«j^ not yet l>eeoine an Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Vlease explain now how it is a mutter 
of public importance. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: If you. Sir. look to the 
Hon’ble Minister’s stulenient <»f the 17th February, H144, \ on will find that 
it was stated there that about destitutes liad betm apprehende<l ami 

taken into custody by government and it was necessary that some prov'i- 
aion should be made immediately for them. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are they still in custody y 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: They were in cushidy at the 
time the Revenue Minister made the statement but 1 do not know whether 
the destitutes are still in custody. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. may I say a few 

words in this connection ^ 1 submit that it is no longer a matter of urgent 

public importance, since the situation has ininienHely improved. Work 
houses have been established all over the jirovince. At i)reHent. the situa- 
tion is almost normal and we hope that the situation will gradiiallv improvi*. 
We wanted to puss that Bill us a precautionary measure but Oiere is uo 
necessity tor that now. Therefore, I suhinit that this motion should not 
be allowed. Most of the destitutes have been sent buck to their homes. 

Mr. lAlIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I ask the Hsm’ble Minister 
through \ou whether a confenuice was held in the Writers’ Buildings 
and whether that conference came to the conclusion that destitutes wlio 
were trying to come to Calcutta should be i»revented from (Muuing to 
Calcutta with the help of the railway uuthoritiiNS ^ 

Th6 Hofi’bls Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That conferema^ wa^ 
held only for the j)urpose of j^reventing people from coming to Calcutta to 
sell rice in the black-markets. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deput\ President, Sir, there are two 
points to be considered in an adjournment motion, namely, wdietlier the 
matter is definite and of urgent public importance. So far as definitenes.s 
is concerned, I would refer to the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister 
when he introduced the Bill. He said that he wanted to pass the Bill in 
order to deal with a definite situation which had arisen. Tire Ordinance 
to deal with the problem would lapse within six weeks of the session of the 
Legislature, and hence the Bill was introduced at a v«*ry short notice in 
this House, t'ertain ordinary rules of procedure were suspended and the 
Opposition and Government came to a mutual agreement in order to 
facilitate the passage of the Bill. 

Now, Sir, thereafter Government for reasons best known to themselves 
did not proceed with the Bill, It is not correct to say, as the Hon’hle 
Minister has said just now, that there w^as no necessity and therefore thc> 
did noC want to pass the Bill. Actually this Bill was put^ on the agenda 
paper on a particular day in the other House, but Governin^^nt found them- 
selves in a hopeless minority on that day and Hon’ble Minister sfle/ 
Hon’ble Minister got up and said that they did not want to 
the Bills standing in their name. Therefore, Sir, it is not a ® j-.. 


matter was 


standing in their name. Therefore, Sir, it is not a 
9 not urgent or important. The fact is that on s pariw 
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the Government members were^not present in full strength — may be, it was 
an accidental fact, but this did not take away the definite character of the 
Bill or its urgency 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, we have never 
said anjywhere or in the Lower House that we did not want to proceed with 
the Bill. On the particular day referred to by Mr. Kabir this Bill was not 
on the agenda at all. On the agenda there were other Bills, such as, the 
Murshidabad Bill, the Home Department's IJjll and the Communications 
Department’s Bill, but I can definitely say that this Bill was not there. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I can testify to the fact, Sir, 
that on that particular day no Bills were moved altkeugh they were on the 
agenda. These were the Bills that were to be moved, viz., the Murshidabad 
Bill, the Coroner’s Bill and the Bengal Embankment Bill; but the Repatria- 
tion Bill was not on the agenda at all. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, since February 
last the situation has immensely improved, and since the establishment of 
work houses the destitute pef)ple are not only getting their accommodation 
in these work houses but also they are getting scope for work there. So 
I submit. Sir, once again that there is absolutely no reason whatsoever to 
think that it is a matter of public importance. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I was going to make my submission, Sir, 
when the Hon’ble Minister interrupted me 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How do you establish that it is a matter 
of public importance? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 was going to slate. Sir, that already in the 
fitreets of Calcutta we find that beggars are re-appearing. Along with 
that we find the Government have moved to sto]) the influx of people 
to Calcutta without tickets. Now, 1 take it that the Hon’ble Minister 
does not suggest that persons of the social status of the Ilon’ble Ministers 
will flock to Calcutta without tickets. If people flock to Calcutta without 
tickets, it will he because they do not have the wherewithal to purchase 
tickets; and the Government move to stop this inflow of people without 
tickets into Calcutta is a clear indication that the Government are anticipat- 
ing the situation which will be created by the influx of large numbers of 
persons in (’ulcutta. Besides, Sir, as was stated a little earlier today, there 
are signs of distress in difi'erent parts of Bengal. We are thankful that 
the distress is not so great as during the last year, but unfortunately there 
are unmistakable signs of distress. The attempt on the part of the 
Government to stop the inflow of people to Calcutta shows that this is an 
urgent matter and it is also a definite matter. It is this situation which we 
want to discuss today. This has been created by the failure of the Govern- 
ment to proceed with a Bill which they had hurried through in this House. 
That is why the matter is definite a,s well as urgent. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have heard both sides. 
Having regard to the statement of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department, I am not fully satisfied that it is a matter of public 
importance. Besides, on motions for the adjournment of the business of 
the House, matters entailing legislation cannot be discussed {vide May’s 
Parliamentary Practice, pp. 249 and 309). It has also been pointed out 
by the speaker of the House of Commons (Vol. 108), House of Commons 
Debate, 5, s. 1339) that if that were allowed, a motion for adjournment 
could be moved’ every day when particular honourable members desired a 
oert^n legislative measure to be introduced in the Houee but which 
was not infkroduced by the Government. I have, therefore, no hesitation in 
dkftUowin^ thii naotion. 
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House vriU now resume further 
TOnsideratiOD of the Bengal Agricultural Iucoiue*tax Bill. Mr. Huniavun 
Eabir. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Kir, mIhv 1 hati moved that in plare ol 
suh-oJiuise (o) of eluuse 1 of the BilL tiie following* be substituted, namely. 
—It shall come into force on such date as may bt» notified in the tltficiul 
Gazette, not being earlier than three months from the date of publication 
of the assent of His Excelleucv the (lovernor or the Governor-ijeneral as 
the case may be and shall remain in force till the dlst tlpv of March 
following. 


Now, Sir, it will be iioticeil that this umeiuiment has two parts. The 
first part deals with the period which should elapse oeforc the Act comes 
into force. Here 1 am standing on precedents not only in Great Britain 
but also in other countries of the world. Except in extraordinary cases, 
taxation measures are nowhere forced through the legislature, aiur in any 
case, new taxation i> not imjiosed on the people without giving them an 
opportunity to adjust themselves to the deinamls of the new tax. In other 
countries the percentage of literacy is much higlicr, the circulation <»f 
newspapers is far greater than we can comadve, public lonsciousness is 
much more developed and poliiii'al feeling strong on account of the 
existence of the party system. Even in smdi countries when a new taxation 
measure is passed, a certain jicriod of time i.s allow(‘d to elapse so that the 
different provisions of that mt‘asurc ma\ be known to all, and there may be 
no ])OMsihility of opjiression or exaction uptm the unsus]>ecting public. 

If that is the case in countries where political consciousness is far more 
developed, I would suggest that in a country like ouVi where literacy is 
low, where political consciousness is not highly dcvelojHMl, where the part> 
system has not yet come into full operation, where electioneering and the 
educating of electorates through continual meetings in diileienl aie;i.«> i>n 
Specific issue which comes before the legislature is almost unknown 1 
would submit that in a country like ours it is even more desirable and not 
only desirable but necessary that a certain period should idapM* belore 
taxation measures enacted oy the legislature are nut into operation. 1 
would like my honourable frfends here to consider the fact that our people 
do not kiiow^ the intricacies of the law and very often tliey are uiinecessuri- 
ly harassed. This also is an unfortunate fact. It has to be kept in mind 
tnat in many cases, specially on account of the deterioration in the condi- 
tions of the services there has been a growing laxity in recent years. As a 
result, llie jiublic are often put to great inconvenience. 

In the case of a Bill like the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Hill wdiicli 
deals with rural people and not with the town-dwellers, not with the muni- 
cipalities but with the 92,000 and odd scattered villages, where political 
considerations are almost unknown, where a weekly newspaper is the only 
purveyor of the news of the world, I would suggest that in such circumstan- 
ces it is imperative that Government should allow the jirovision.s of the 
Bill to be broadcast and known throughout the country so that there may 
be no opportunity either for misrepresentation or ilfpgal or un<lesii'uble 
exactions on the part of the officials. As I have suggested earlier, this 
p^ctice obtains even in highly developed and politically consedous countries. 
Therefore, it is all the more necessary and desirable in a country like ours. 
The first part of my amendment wants to get the principle acce)»te<l that 
whenevf * a taxation measure is put on the Statute Book, a certain period 
elapse so that the provisions of the Bill may be widely known, so 
that tjhere may be discussions on its provisions and as a result of such dis- 
cussions on the difi^ent sections, an iaea of those provisions might K^’^dually 
percolate to the mmds of the masses, There would then * 
w miarepreientatioiis or exactions from the unwary 


be no opportunity 
publir, X would 
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suggest specially to the honourable members of the House who have any- 
thing to do with rural constituencies, to remember that unless they give 
the masses some such opportunity to be conversant and fully conversant 
with the provisions of this taxation measure, w'hich is new of its kind, they 
will be doing a very great injustice to their own constituents; and not only 
that; they will be making the people in the rural areas liable to exactions of 
ail types. 

Now, Sir, the second half of nn* amendment deals with (he question 
of duration of such an enactment. It has been the intention of my amend- 
ment, first of all, to allow a l)reathing space, so to speak, — a period during 
which <he provisions of the Bill can be widely discussed and circulated so 
that there may be no room for misrepresentation. The second half of my 
amendment deals with the actual duration and pendency of the Bill. You 
will remember, Sir, that we have discus.sed this subject in this House before. 
We held that it was desirable that all money Bills should be annual Bills. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister was himself forced to admit when discussing 
this subject that this is a matter which had attracted his ow'u notice. He 
had liimself felt that unless money Bills were annual Bills, the Legislature 
could not have proper control over the functions of the Executive. He also 
informed the House that it was his aim when he first came to the Legislature 
to make some j)rovision by which the Legislature will have control over the 
Executive. You have sucli annual money Bills not only in the free countries 
but also in the Ontral Government at Delhi. Many inem]>prs are aware that 
money Bills are annual Bills, so that appropriations have to be made year 
after year. This annual appropriation gives the Legislature the opportunity 
to scrutinise the actions of the Executive and take the Ministry to ta.skf if it 
goes wrong. 

Now, Sir, going wrong is not the monopoly of any particular Ministry. 
The present Ministry has gone wrong in many things and can go wrong 
again. Its predecessors also erred. The next Ministry may also err. He 
will be a bold man who will say that he will never err, for to err is human. 

If you have annual Bills, the Legislature can have a check over executive 
action. The J^egislature should always see to it that an erring Ministr\ 
does not err too much. Whenever an erring Ministry wanders away from 
the straight and narrow j)ath of rectitude, the Legislature must j)ull it 
round from the wrong path. It must check the peregrinations of the 
Ministers wlcenever they attemj)t to go astray. The Hon hie Finance 
Minister and the honourahle members opposite admitted that my proposal 
was desirable and some such provision should come into being as soon as 
possible. They also admitted that it was desirable that all money Bills 
should be annual Bills so that the Legislature may exercise effective control 
over the Ministry and thereby prevent it from develo]>ing a tendency towards 
becoming irresponsible. 

And it is not a new development here. In other places as well, the 
Executive has tended to transform itself into an irresponsible B'iXecutive 
whenever they found that they could defy the Legislature. In many eases, 
the executive did defy the Legislature. The history of the British Parlia- 
ment and the growth of the British Parliamentary conventions are valu- 
able examples of what I say. The British Parliament fought for a long 
time for the right of having annual money Bills. The British people never 
yielded on this point. It was sometime in the period of the Lancastrians, 

I think^ in the reign of Edward III, that the question first came to the 
fore. The British merchants and the gentlemen of the boroughs refused 
to support any new taxation measure and they refused to vote any money 
unless the King was prepared to listen to their suggestions so far as the 
disbursement of the money was concerned. From that time onward for 
yekrs this struggle continued. Whenever the King was in 
difficulty, he accepted the claim of Parliament and promised that it should 
have control over expenditure ; but as soon as things eased a little the King 
oonveniently used to forget his promises. This struggle finally led to a 
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civil war. Cliarltfs I attempted for eleven long year« to do vrithont Parlia- 
ment beoauAe whenever Parliament was summoned, the very first jietition 
presented was about the control over the expenditure. Through control of 
annual money measures, the l^arliament wanted to exendse <*ontrol over 
the functionings of the Executive. In King Charle.s I decidetl to do 

without Parliament altogether. EV* eleven long years there wu.h no 
Parliament in the British Isles. 

Here, we have no d('ubt the statut(U\ budget.s every Near. Tlierefore, 
here the Hon’ble Miiiisters. wlu> are atraid of public opinion ami do not 
enjoy the confidence <d the Assembly, cun perhaps (h> witlouit the .\.s.sembly 
for one vear but they cannot do without the AssembK for eleven h)ng 
years. They will have to face the Assembly and feel tfie shock of public 
opinion as soon as E'ebruary emerges out of the calendar. The llon’ble 
Ministers here should realise that since they caunoJ enjoy the prerogatives 
of the British monarchs who attempted to usurj) the functions of the Parlia- 
ment, it is better that they should take the Legislature into confidence and 
facilitate the development of healthy co-operation between the Legislature 
and the Executive. In tliat ca.se alone can all parliamentary or legislative 
activities be settled on a more amicable basis. 

After eleven long years, Charles I fouml that he coubl not do without 
Parliament and he summoiuMl what is known as the famous Short Parlia- 
ment. Even then he hud ('ounted without his host. Tile very first demand 
made by Pyni — an honoured name in British histoiN and one of the finest 
parliamentarians of England — was about the redress of the long standing 
grievances of the peojilc. Therefore, Sir. the Parliament was dissolved in 
the course of eleven days or twelve days, — 1 do not remember tlie exact 
period, but that is jierhaps the shortest session of Parliaim*nt on rect>rd. 
I’ltimatelN , the King had to submit to the scrutiny of the Parliament. The 
control of exjienditure passed into the hands of the Parliament. Similarly, 

I have no doubt that the Hon’ble Ministers will also have to face either 
today or tomorrow the Legislature and public opinion. Now, Sir, as 
students of history we all know that certain incidents took plaet* which 
ultimately led to the execution of the King. 

The instrument which the British people, 1 would sav by a stroke of 
]>olitical genius, had discovered about three to four centuries ago was the 
control tlirougli annual money Bills. They thought that this would ensure 
acual supervision over' the activities of (iovernincnt through control of tlie 
flnunce by the Legislature But they did not achieve their object in u da\ . 
For centuries their struggle continued. Sometimes the King won and 
sometimes the Parliament, but Parliament never gave ii]) tlie demand tliat 
money Bills should be an annual affair. Whenever the King came before 
Parliament, or rather the Government came to Parliament tor money to 
carry on the administration, the Legislature immediately put its fingers on 
the sore-spots and required correction of things. Three salutary princijiles 
were laid down in the course of the struggle. I’liese three prineiides for 
which constitutional struggles went on were firstly, that there should he 
annual voting of supplies; secondly, that there should be public audit, 
that is, that every expenditure of the Government should be audited bv a 
committee of the House publicly; and third, and the most important of the 
points — and which we have not yet developed in this legislature — was 
that 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I rise on a jioiiit of order, Sir. My learned 
frien^i’s amendment is that this Bill will expire on the .‘list of March, MGo, 
but he is speaking on a subject which is not the subject-matfer of his 
amendment. He says that this Bill will be an annually renewable Bill- 
This is not relevant. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He is speaking in iustificat/on or that 
portion of his amendment. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I find that my honorable friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has also like many of his colleagues fallen into the habit 
of not reading the amendments at all. If he cares to read my amendment 
carefully, he will find that the purport of the amendment is to make money 
Bills annually renewable. Therefore, Sir, you have rightly pointed out that 
it is not a point of order at all but it is merely an attempt to delay the 
proceedings of this House by obstructive tactics. I am surprised that 
the honourable members of the Government side have taken it upon them- 
selves to adopt obstructive tactics when the (Opposition is prepared to co- 
operate. In fact, we are advocating the development of parliamentary 
conventions by suggesting ways and means by which the Kxecutive and 
the I^egislature may co-operate more fully witli each other. But to proceed 
with my points. 

I was contending that there were three principles for which the British 
Legislatures continually fought irrespective <)f any party. Here I would 
especially ask the honourable members opposite to note that when parlia- 
mentary rights and parliamentary conventions were at issue, there was 
little of any i)artv in the Parliament. On such i.ssues, there was no question 
as to who were tlie supporters of the Government and who were the Ojqiosi- 
tion. The Opposition and the supporters of the ttovernnient verv often 
united <»ver tlu* questions which affect the prerogatives of the ]\irliament. 
Now, Sir, to cut a long story .short, as a result of the struggle for several 
centuries and the Hevolution of ItiHS, after the Petition of Rights it was 
finally decided that all money Bills would be annually renewable. That 
was a great achievement and is a landmark in the history of the constitutional 
development of the world. In consequence, sin(*e 1()88 supplies and demands 
have been annually voted upon in the Hotis(*s of Parliament. 

Now, Sir, the Parliament went one step furtlier in order to ensure that 
the Government or the King did not in any way go behind tlie Parliament 
and did not in any way encroach upon the rights of the Legislature. They 
passed another Act which was called the Knglish Mutiny Act. This Mutiny 
Act was (‘(piully an annually renewable Act. It was definitely enacted that 
the Mutiny Act shall be annually renewed and the pur])ose of tin* Mutiny 
Act Avas t(» pay for the Army. The idea of the Parliament was that if the 
Army was jiaid from year to year by annual grants of tlie Parliament, then 
the King could never defy for long tlie authority of the Parliament. King 
Charles I liad shown that the King <‘ouhl attempt to rule witlioiit Parliament, 
but the annual Mutiny Act made a repetition of such attenqit impossible. 
Annual budgets were therefore a direirt corollary to the annual Mutiny Act. 
If the King defied the nuthoritA of tlie J^arl lament, then the Parliament 
w'oxild immediately stop the passage of the Mutiny Act. If the Army was 
not paid, the con.seijuence Avould he that there would be mutiny. This Act 
continued, I think, for almost tw^o hundred years, and it Avas only in 1888 or 
1889 that it Avas repealed by Gladstone, another great figure in the parlia- 
mentary liistory of Great Britain. Gladstone felt that the name Mutiny Act 
had rather a had odour, a had savour about it. It suggested ns if the 
British people w ere very prone to mutiny against their King. 

It is certainly a fact that the British people have gone against their 
King more often than perhaps any other peojile in the world. Asa result 
they have had a more peaceful constitutional development than perhaps any 
other country of the world. This was because the British people knew 
when to strike. They never allowed things to deteriorate to such an extent 
that the onlv possiSle remedy thereafter was violent revolution. The 
British people revolted against their Kings in time. If they mutinied, 
they did so only in order to check the depredations of their Kings. They 
were thus able to effect constitutional progress — and in most cases, peaceful 
constitutional progress, though there were times when heads did roll even 
in England. But even when heads rolled in England, they were less in 
number than the heads which rolled in France, Budsia and other countrks 
of the world. — 
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In any case, Gladstone felt that the expression Mutiny Act*' had a 
bad odour about it and sug^ted that the British p^ple were always in a 
rebellious mood. He therefore ohangred the name into “Army Act” and 
even today that Act is an annually renewable Act. It should also be 
remembered that during the course of the present World War which has 
disturbed the economic and political life, of all countries of the world almost 
beyond recognition, when great dangers have faced the British people, 
they have never given up this valued right of an annual budget. Kveii 
today, supplies are annually voted upon, even ttnluy the tleniunds are 
annually considered and 1 am not quite sure, — but 1 believe that even today 
the Army Act is being annually repeated. It is only in this way that the 
Legislature, I mean the Parliament of Great Britain, can scrutinise and 
exercise control and effective control over the functionings of the Executive. 

Now, Sir, in our country, we have very few rights. In tlu* Upper 
House, in terms of the Governmtuit of India Act, lUoT), we have no right 
to vote demands for grants. But there is nothing what.socver in that Act to 
prevent us from voting upon supplicvS. There is, I repeat, nothing 

whatsoever in the Government of India Act. llKio. to prevent us from 

voting on supplies. It in this House we cun establish a convention that 
there should be annual voting on supjdies, we shall then have just us much 
control over the fuuctioniuff of the Ministry as the other House has. By 
their right to vote demands, and their right to refuse particular appru- 

j)riatioiis, our c*olleagues in (he otlier House exercise control, over the 

Miiii.steTs which we do not e^xereise in thi.s Chumher. If W(‘ establish a 
(’onventiou that we shall have the right to vote upon supplies, that we shall 
have uiinuall.N renewable taxation measures, the Ministers will be just as 
inueh under our control as thc.\ are uiid(*r the control of th(‘ otlier House. 

I now’ beg to draw the attention of my friemls ojipositi^ to another 
peculiar development in British Constitutional history. Without enact- 
ment of any definite provision of law' and by certain manipulations of tiie 
existing practice, tlie l.egislature there has acquired control over the 
functioning ot the Executive. 1 refer to the Cabinet system. The Cabinet 
system has no place in British law but is a direct cou8(‘([uencc of the practice 
fit ariniiul voting on supplies. If this principle w'ere not there, if sui^h 
measures were not annually voted upon, then there would he no Cahimd in 
the British system of administration. Why is it that the King in England 
is bound to call the office of his Chief Minister the leader of the party 
that has topped the polls in the general election? There is nothing in the 
law to compel him to do so. There is riotliing in the Britisli ( /unstitution 
which compels a King to dismiss a Ministry even if it has not got the 
confidence of the j^ople. Even aa late a.s the period of the American War 
of Independence, British Kings had tried to carry on their administration 
with Ministers that did not enioy the confidence of the Parliament. 
Young Pitt when he first formed his Government did not enjoy the con- 
fidence of the House of Commons but he gradually acquired it. But with 
the annual Mutiny Act, such irresponsible Government could not continue. 
The system of voting supplies developed and became an instrument through 
which Parliament could turn out a Ministry that did not enjoy its con- 
fidence. If this principle of annual voting on supply measures were not 
there, the King could appoint as his First Minister anybody he liked, he 
could set up in office any one he chose. The moment Parliament acquired 
this right of annual voting on taxation measures, the rights of the English 
Kings ^ecame circumscribed. Nobody’ could form a Government or remain 
a Minister unless he was sure that he could carry the budget through the 
Parliame. t. 

I am relating these things for one and one purpose alone Let us here 
also evolve, on the lines of the methods by which the British Parliament 
were able to acquire their power, conventions by which we can cheek the 
action of the Executive. T would request my honourable friends opposite 
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to consider this question carefully. It is not a question which aft'ects only 
the Opposition. It is a thing which would be beneficial to both sides. 
When a similar question was last discussed in this House, I suggested 
that after all (joveniments are temporary afiairs. Today somebody is in 
the Government and somebody else is in the Opposition. It may so happen 
that tomorrow this opposition may come into power. My friends opposite 
know that they escaped their fate by the skin of their teeth. Another 
meeting of the Legislative Assembly and the table would have been turned. 
Nobody ran say that he would be in power for all time to '-onie. No one 
can say who will be in the Opjmsition and who will be on the Government 
side. Healthy (conventions should be established which would help all the 
parties. I w'ould ask the honouruble members oj)i)osite specially to <‘onsider 

this point. Unless we develop ^ gradually I am afraid. Sir, there is 

too niu(di conversation on the Government benches and the two Hoirble 
Ministers sitting there are talking too mu(di. I shall be thankful it you 
ask them to take tlicir proper place. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 shall see that there is no disturbance. 
Go on Mr. Kabir. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you. Sir. Honourable members may 
also have noticed that so far as this particular Bill is concerned, I liave 
tabled very lew amendments. 1 have tabled only three or tour amendments 
in a Bill, consisting of 5,5 or 56 clau.ses and where there are about 450 
amendments tabled by various members.- 1 also could have, if 1 bad 
HO desired, moved as many amendments. What 1 believe is that li we gain 
this one ])oint — that taxation measures shall be annual, that the Legisla- 
ture shall aniuiall.x review the w<nk of the Executive, tliat the Legislature 
shall annually scrutinise the conduct of the executive and si‘e to it that 
they do not go astray, then 1 believe we have got the substance ol what we 
need It will be ]»urliament \s trium]»li not onl\ in this Hcuise but in the 
country as a wiiole. It is in this way, through struggle and discussion, 
til rough give and tak(\ that parliamentai \ conventions have i)een built up 
in otlici’ count ti(‘s. I invite (he lioiiourable members opposite to sujiport me 
in this amendment and see that the pow'er of the Legislature is increased — 
that the power ol the Bengal Legislative Council is increased. At present 
the Council is almost like a po.st-niortf'iti House where we carry out 
examination and dissection of what has hajipeiied elsewhere. Tlie moment 
W’e have control over tin? annual sujjplies, the niomeut we have* annual 
taxation measure, this House will become just as important u,> the other 
House, through the exerei.se ol jiroper powt*r, 1 believe the Jiegisiatiire 
can contribute a great deal to tin* development ol parliamentary rule. 

1 may conclude with one word spec ially to the Hon’ble Finance 
MLiister. The Hon’ble Finance Minister is never tired of saying that he 
finds a more reasonable frame of mind in this House than elsewhere. If 
that be so, he should on his part prove that he really means what he savs 
W helping in the extension of the rights of this House without which this 
House IS reduced almost tn the position of a non-entity. 


So far as my European friends are concerned, they know’ all these 
principles very well. So far as theii- own country is concerned, they have 
fought and fought severely and with the blood of their heart fJr the 
establishment of their rights. 1 would like them to remember what very 
often they forget. Rights cannot be divided geographically. U they do 
not mumtaiu same or similar rijflits in all parts of the norhl, reperousrsions 
of that are bound to be terrible. Kepercussions mav not be immediate but 
a,s the saying- goes “The mills of (fod grind slowly but grind exceedingly 
, “C* ““ “‘♦‘♦'“Ip of authoritarianism, of blind sujinort 
of the Executive, if they take up an attitude of non-parliamentarianisni or 
It they take up an attitude of iasci.sm, u.sed in the worst meaning of the 
word, if they take up an attitude of fascism as tta prerogative of the 
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Europeans in India; it is bound to affect their own political life in their own 
country. There are already divsturbinp: signs and thinkiu| 2 : people are afraid 
of the new despotism. The oonstitutiVmal puuditit in their own country are- 
trying to tind out how to prevent and resist the aggression and invasion of 
the State into the most sacred sancturies of their private life. They can 
never do so while they take up an attitmV of fa.scism abroad. I would like 
them to remember that as they will art here, so the> will be made to act in 
their own country whether they like it or not. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moveil : tliat for sub- 
clause (J) ol clause 1 of the Bill, the iollowing be substituted, namely: — 
“It shall come into force on >uch date as iiia\ be notified in the 
Official (jazette, not being earlier than tliret‘ monllis from the date 
of publication of the assent of Ills hxccllcnc> the Otivcnnu or the 
Governor-General as the case ma> Ik- and siiail remain in force 
till the dlst day of March following." 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. 1 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Siii may I a lew w(>nls as rcganls 
the length of the sjieeches 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sii, 1 rise on a point of order. Can 
two honourable meiubeis siJeak at u tinn-l*^ You liave alreatly calb*d upon 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to speak and now the Khan Ha)ui<lni wants tH speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have calhal upon Mi. Nur Ahnual and he 
will sjieak first. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to oppoM- the amendim-nt mt>\cd l>\ 
the learned J’rofessor Huniayun Ivahir. llis amcndnn*nl is that the Hill 
shall come into force on such date as may be notified in the GHicial t'iazettc, 
not being earlier than three months from the date of publication of the 
a.sseiit of Jlis Kxcellencv the (xovernor or the (ioveinor-(»i*nerul as the ease 
ma> be and shall remain in force till the dlst day of March following. 

Now, Sir, what is the good of wasting time oi tlie Legislature to make 
a law w^hich will expire in three months. It will be sheer waste- of public 
money. Sir, my learned friend, Professor llumayun Kubii*, has raised a 
very important question of parliamentary privilege and control of this 
HoiivSe over finance. Sir, 1 have gone through his amendment v(oy <‘are- 
fully but I found therein no indication of anything like annual renewal ol 
the Hill. If his amendment is accejited, the effect will be that the Hill w'ilh 
expire on the -Ust of March, 194o. My learned friend lias referred to 
parliamentary practice and the Finance Acts of the Fnited Kingdom and 
also of the Central Assembly. Sir, with all respect to the learned professor 
I must submit that he is mistaken. If he had gone through one of the 
Finance Acts of the ( eiitral (Toverninerit, he would have found that by that 
Act the Central Government did not make any changes in the provisions 
of the Acts except in the schedule of rates attached to these Acts, such as, 
Indian Tariff Act, Indian Postal Act, Indian Salt Act or in some provision 
of the Acts which relates to the imposition of taxes or duties. For example, 
in the Indian Finance Act of 1940 the Central (roverninent have changed 
only the rates of telegraph fees, et(*., by some provisions in the Act hut 
the substantive Act.s have remained on the Statute Hook as they were. Also 
in the Assam Agricultural Income-tax T have found that only the rates 
of income-tax are changed annually and not the whole Act itself, and this 
is being done in Assam since 1930. Some years the rate of agricultural 
income-tax is three pies in the rupee and some years it may not be so but 
I find that the rate is the same from 1939. My learned friend .suggests 
nothing of this sort in hi.s amendment. Sir, this Act is a very extensive Act 
containing about Go sections. So, if the amendment of my Ivurued frietia 
is accepted, it will involve a great deal of time and energy to renew' the e 



1146 


A0JtIC0LTUEAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


(5th JtTLT, 


every year and it will become inoperatire eoon after it receives the assent 
of the Governor and becomes the law of the land. This will be the state of 
things if his amendment is carried. ^There is another ground on which we 
can uphold the present Bill and that is that the whole pmrpose of this Act is 
to secure some subvention from the Central Government and to raise addi- 
tional duty. The Government will be in a position to secure loans on the 
basis of this income and also subvention from the Central Government. I 
would therefore ask the learned professor to take into consideration all these 
things and see what will be the effect of his amendment if accepted. 

If this amendment is accepted, then as I have stated the whole of the 
time devoted to its consideration by both the Houses will have been 
wasted. In the case of English Acts and other legislations in the world, I 
find that there are permanent Acts on a similar basis. Only some sections 
are reviewed annually in order to vary the rate of the tax. Suppose, we 
want to reduce or repeal the rate of the salt tax, then only that section 
will be considered and not the whole Act. If on the contrary the whole 
Bill is laid under consideration and if it is renewed every year after full 
consideration, then the work of the House will simply be voluminous and 
unmanageable and we will never come to a decision. I ask my friends on the 
other side to consider this aspect of the matter. With these few w'ords, I 
oppose the amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, in rising to sui)port the 
amendment moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Hinnayun Kabir, with 
reference to sub-clause {S) ot clause 1 of the Bill, 1 would like to remove a 
certain amount of misapprehension which I think is prevailing amongst 
honourable members wlio are supporting the Government. Before placing 
the amendment itself, I would like to place before honourable members the 
clause in tlie Bill w'hich is proposed to be substituted through the ameiplment. 

In the original Bill the provision so far a.s clause 3 is concerned, is the 
following 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What do you mean by “original Bill“P 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Not the Bill that came oui 
from the Assembly but the Bill as went to the Select Committed ot the 
Lower House. In the Bill we find the following after clause 3: If should 
be deemed to have come into force on the 1st day of April, 1944. Now, 
this is an extraordinary state of things in itself. We are now on the r)th 
of July, 1944, and we do not know when this Bill will be j»assed liere and 
will receive the assent of the proper authorities so that it might be eiiforeed. 
The Hon^ble Finance Minister got this amendment passed into the Bill as 

it now stands. “It should be deemed to have come into force , etc." 

I think the Hoii’ble Finance Minister knows very well tlie significance ot 
the word “deemed“ in legislative enactments. The word '‘deemed" is 
used in cases where the fact is really not so but by reason of some legislative 
fiction it is said to have come into operation on a certain date. Therefore, 
although this Bill was not passed and was not taken into consideration on 
the first of April, 1944, the provisions of the Bill should be deemed to have 
come into force on the Ist day of April, 1944; that is to say, that this fiscal 
statute should be made retrospective in its operation. 

Having referred to the clause in the Bill itself, I would now refer to 
the clause by which Mr. Kabir proposes that the clause should be 
substituted. 

It shall come into force on such date The amendment is in two parts, 

as was very clearly pointed out bv my friend Mr. Humavun Kabir himself 
“it shall come into force on .sucb date as may be notified in the Official 
GaJ^ette, not being earlier than three months from the date of publication 
of the assent of His Excellency the Governor or the Governor-General as 

the case may be” This is the first part of the amendment and that refers 

directly to the clause in the Bill itself. Then there is a further proposal 
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»iit the ameudiueut '*»haU reiuaiu in force till the diet day of March 
Wlowing/' If we have uuderfitood the implication there, I think tha 
kpnourable member proposes that iu the first instance this fiscal statute 
ahould not have retrospective ui>eration— you should not tax the people 
before the Bill is considered by the House and is passed into law. So lar 
^ this part of the aineudiiient is coneernecl, I would not re}>eat what 
Mr. Humayun Eabir has said iu sup{)oirnf the aiucudmeut. but I would 

S 've additional reasons which would induce the honourable luembers of the 
ouse to accept this amendment. Now. Sir, it is clear that every one of 
this House knows about tlu‘ vlisiressinf* condition iu which tlie pet)ple of 
Bengal passed last year when famine was prevailing admit te<lly in this 
province. The distress that prevailcMl in Bengal last year was uuhetud of 
and it w'as not a distress which was due t(» natural causes ; but it was a distress 
which was practically the making of man. As a matter fact, we charjye 
that it was the making of the present Ministry. It is Turther clear that in 
the present year in spite of the assurance of the Government, rice, which is 
tne staple crop of Bengal is selling at Us. \4 or 14 — this is the control rate 
and not the actual rate prevailing in other parts of thc\, province. I say that 
the people of Bengal, especiallv those whom we are g«dng to tax by this Bill, 
have suffered and have not yet been able to recoup from the effects of the 
distress of lust year. 11 that is so, 1 suhmit that the Hoirbie Finance 
Minister would realise.that (his tax should not he made t » come into operation 
with effect from the 1st April, J944, and have a retrosjieetive operation. 
Thei*e is another aspect of the matter whi<*h 1 wouhl like the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister to consider so far as the aineinlment which has been moved by my 
honourable friend Mr. Kabir is concerned. You say “the Bill shall be 
deemed to have come into force on the Ist April, 1J)44'’ tht’refoie you iu‘e 
going to tax the people with reference (o the official year from Ist April, 
1944, up to the -‘list March, 194o. If we look to the other provisions of the 
Bill, we find that provision has been made to take into at'coiint th<» total 
agricultural income which tlie assessee has received in the previous year. 
Now, what is the previous >ear .so far us the amount of assessment is 
concerned!^ Previous year would be Isl April, 194d, to dlst March, 1944. 

Now, lei us c{)nsi(lcr, Sir, how the provisions ol the Act would affect 
the people of Bengal. Bast year, those few* agriculturists who produced 
some paddy of their own had to buy at a later stage rice which was selling 
at that time between Rs. 14 to Rs. 120 per maund and we are going to lax 
those people w'ith regard to incoiin^ from the Ist of April, 194d, and up to 
dlst March, 1944. That will be a great hardship and the honourable 
members should consider whether they should tax the members of their 
own constituency. As a matter of fact, 1 made it clear when J moved my 
motion to circulate this Bill and also in ci^nnection with my Select Com- 
mittee motion that this House represents all sections of people and by this 
Bill we are going to tax almost one ami all and therefore the responsibility 
of this House is very great so far as the present Bill is concerned. If that 
is so, I submit, that the honourable memViers will have to consider whether 
they should make the Bill retrr).spective as it is proposed to be made. 

Now, Sir, so far as the second part of the amendment of Mr. Kabir 

is concerned, it says that “ shall remain in force till the 'list day of 

March following”. With reference to this portion of the amendment, I 
find that Mr. Nur Ahmed has referred to the legislation in other countries. 
Referring to the English Finance Act he stated that the English Finance 
Act is practically a permanent Act except with reference to the Schedule. 
I think, 1 have represented him correctly and I speak subject to correction. 
I say, Sir, that so far as the present amendment of my honourable friend 
Mr. Kabir is concerned, the proposal is that the Bill should remain in 
force for one year. That means that if the Hon'ble the Fimuice Minister 
who is in charge of the Bill next year thinks that in view of the then 
prevailing condition the tax is necessary, . then he w ill have to - 

Billjor the consideration of the House. He will have to assign re 
135 
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Uringiug in the Bill agaiu and iheu the Bill *will be placed before the 
House ag^in and shall remain in force for another year. 

Now, Sir, with reference to this matter, may I remind the honourable 
members of this House 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. The 
honourable member has already spoken for more than 15 minutes and the 
speaker previous to him has spoken for 40 minutes. 1 submit this is 
against the rule. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: To which rule do you refer? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 refer to rule 42, sub-rule (4), 
Of course, the heading here is “Motions” and it may be objected to that 
this rule refers to motions and not to amendments to a Bill. To that I 
shall reply by saying that there are four procedures laid down as regards 
the discussion on points raised in the House. One relates to questions, the 
other to motions, the' third to resolutions and the fourth to adjournment 
motions. There is no other way by which a point can be raised in the 
House and no question can be discussed except by way of raising it as a 
motion. Therefore, Sir, the general provision relating to motions shall 
govern all discussions except those whi(di are specially provided for. Now, 
as there is no special provision in regard to Bills and amendments to the 
clauses of Bills, this rule 42 is the only rule which would apply. As a 
matter of fact. Sir, if this salutary rule is not made api)licuble, there will 
be no end of the discussion on the clauses of the Bill in the House and it 
will go on ad hijinituvi. In every legislature some provisions are made in 
order even to curtail discussion on certain classes of motions, when it 
appears not likely to be concluded within a certain time. But here at 
least this salutory rule should be made applicable. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. may 1 speak on the 
subject of this point of order 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir,, so far as I am aw^are, 
the rule limiting the discussion oi» amendments to the clauses of a Bill to 
15 minutes has never been upnlied in the case of discussion of Bills. My 
learned friend's difficulty is that he fears that there would be no end of 
discussion. But, Sir, there are some salutary checks on endless discussions. 
There is a rule that if a member i.s guilty of tedious repetition, then he 
can be brought to a halt. Then there is also the rule of relevancy; and 
the President has always the power to require a particular member to be 
relevant. If he is found to be irrelevant, then he can be brought to a halt. 
There is also anotlrt?r procedure which may be resorted to, viz., the closure 
motion. If any particular member has spoken for an inordinately long 
time, then it is the President’s discretion to stop him and to see that there 
is a reasonable debate. Therefore, there are checks of reasonableness, of 
relevancy and of prevention of repetition. I think there is another auto- 
matic cneck in the good sense of the House and in the over-ridiAg power 
of the President. These are, I think, specific and sufficient reply to 
Mr. Hamidul Huq’s objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: May I point out to you, Sir, that rule" 
74 of the Council Procedure Hules provides that “if a motion that the 
amendments be taken into consideration is carried, the President shall put 
the amendments to the Council* in such manner as he thinks most con- 
veA^ent for their consideration.” As to the limit of time for consideration 
pf me amendments and for the speeches on the amendments, everything 
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^ left t<> the discretion of the President. The second i>oint that is provided 
in rule 74 is that 

u .**/[*• Mr. Has, you are referrinjr to rule 74* 

But this rule relates to Bills originatinir in the Council 

. Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA$s But. Sir, this Bill has c«»iue from the 
Assembly and is now being considered here 

* Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Dus, 1 shnuhl like to 

be assisted only on the point at issue, nHinol\ , whether suh-tduuse (4) of 

rule 42 applies in the cuvse of Bills. 

„ Mn fiond. Mr Hamidul 

Huq ( howdhury, has referred to rule 42. suh-ehiiise {4), which is in Part 
IV of the Bengal Legislative r<»micil Procedure Itules. There, we find 
that except with the perniis.sion of the pH*sideut no speech upon any 
motion shall cxt't'ed fiiteou ]nitiutt‘> in duration*’. Now, with regard to a 
motion itself if you look at rule d* — and for that pnrjiose \ ou will have to go 
to Part IV also you will frud the t(dlo\\ing; — 

(1) A inalter requiring the decision of the t’uuncil shall he hronght 

for\vard by means of a question put hy the President on a 

motion proposed hy the President himself or hy any other 
member. 

(2) A member who wishes to move a motion (other than a motion for 

which is spe(;ifi(‘d jieriod is otherwise pres<rihed) shall give 
noti(‘e of hi^ intention to the Secretary ten days before the 
meeting at whi(‘h he intends to move the motion : 

Provided tliat the President may, in his discretion, admit at any time 
any motion at shorter notice than that ]>reserihed by any rule 
or may admit a motion without notice. 

Now, let us look at other provisions on this subject. Jhirt V deals with 
the question of Legislation and the gentlemen who framed the rules under 
this Part considered that the (|ue.stion of legislation was the most serious 
thing to he considered hy nnunliers of the House and as it has lu'cn admitted 
tliat the Upjicr House is a revising (’hambc*r, the framers of the rules 
advisedly did not make any provision for time-limit in n*spect of speeches 
ou amendments in Part V itself. If we now' come to other parts of the 
Proce<]iire Ihiles, I mean l^art VI, here we w'ill find that that i>art deals with 
resolutions. There again, we find that there is a rule, rule ltd, w'hioh 
provides for a specific time-limit for discussion of resolntions. Then if we 
go to Part VII, there again, we will find a rule, rule 102, which lays down 
limitation of time for discussion <if adjournment motions. These are the 
four Parts dealing with discussion in this House, namely, Parts IV, V, VI 
and VII. These four ])arts tleal with discussion and with regard to every 
one of them except in the case of the part that deals with legislation, we 
find a time-limit provided. Therefore, I submit that the question about 
time in the case of speeches on amendments to Bills w^as specifically and 
advisedly left undefined, because we know that while dealing with legislation 
we have to speak of many things. As my friend, Khan Bahadur Naziruddiii 
Ahmad, has pointed out tlie penalty of repeating oneself, the penalty of 
going beyond the bounds of relevancy — these are enough checks on a speech 
apart from the question of time-limit. Therefore, I suhmif that the point of 
order raised by' Mr. Hamidul Huq t’howdhurv has no legs to stand upon. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: With re^rd to rule 42 
my submission w'ill be that it is absolutely irrelevant for the 
of the present matter, because rule 42 has got no 
the matter we are now discussing. Discussion in regard o 
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16 governed by Cliapter V, an has just now been pointed out by my friend 
Mr. Mookerjee. It will be found that Part Y is divided into several chapters 
or rather sub-parts («), (b), (c), (d), etc. If you look to (d), you will 
find that provision is made there for consideration of amendments to Bills. 
We are not at all concerned with Part lY ; we are concerned with Part Y, as 
we are dealing with legislation and we are considering the question of 
amendments to Bills after the question of taking it into consideration has 
been adopted. Therefore, the framers of the rule took into consideration 
the fact as to whether there should or should not be any time-limit with 
regard to these discussions. As has just now been pointed out, there is* a 
time-limit provided for consideration of various other motions; but so far 
as these motions are concerned, Part \(d) does not at all refer to any time- 
limit. Therefore, the contention tlial rule 42(t/) lays down a tiiiie-liniLt for 
speeches on Bills is absurd and is absohrtvly irrelevant. You are now to 
consider. Sir, whether within Part Y you find any rule which would restrict 
the member as to time save and except the discretion of the President. 
So far as the question of amendments to Bills are concerned, there is 
absolutely no time-limii imjiosed on the members and refmoice to rule 42 is 
irrelevant. 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, >»ni told me that rule 74 refers to 
Pills originating in the Assembly and asked me to explain how it applies 
here. I say that rule 74 read with tSO would show that it applies to llills 
sent to this House from the Assembly. If you look to rule 8t) which says — 
“If the motion made und(*r rule 77 that the Bill be taken into consideration 
is carried, the Bill shall be taken into consideration and the provisions of 
these rules regarding consideration of amendintmts to Bills (save that the 
period of notice of amendments shall be seven days) and tlie subsecjuent 
procedure in regard to the passing of Bills originating in the Pouneil shall 
apply”, it will be seen that rule 74 shows tlie procedure regarding Bills 
originating in the ('ouncil and sent to us or retinii<*d from the Assembly. 
Therefore, 1 say that rule 74 applies in this case. It is the only rule which 
refers to the procedure for consideration of amendments. Pule 42 does not 
apply to amendments to a Bill and it has been admitted hy Mr. (Iiowdluiry 
himself that then* is no such provision relating to amendments to a Bill. 
But for the consideration of the amendments to any Bill, rule 74 is tlie only 
rule, where it is stated: “the Presid(*nt shall put the amendnients to the 
Council in such manner as' he thinks most convenient for their considera- 
tion”. Ample power has been given to carry on the debate just as the 
President would allow and no fetter has been ]>jaced on the discretion of the 
President. In fact, much latitude Iwis been given to all members in such 
cases to discuss the provisions of a Bill from ditferent points of view so that 
there may not be any loojihole left. So my re<juest is that you consider rule 
74 read with rule 8t) which deals with the procedure for the consideration of 
amendments. Section 42 referred to by Mr. Chowdhury has no application 
here. 

Mr* NUR AHMED: Sir, the question has been raised as to whether 
rule 42 applies or not. In this conertion, definition of the word “motion 
may be read. AYhat is a motion? The word “motion” has been defined 
in sub-section (J) of section 1, Part T of the rules. It says “ ‘motion’ means 
a proposal made by a member for the consideration of the Council relating 
to any matter which may be di.ncnssed by the Council, and includes an 
amemlment”. So, Sir, the definition makes the meaning of the word 
“motion” clear and rule 42 says that it wdll apply in the case of a motion. 
So, according io this definition, amendment to a Bill or any matter which 
is the subject-matter of divseussion in this House is a motion. Therefore, la 
my humble opinion rule 42 applies to amendments to Bills also. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABiR: Sir, we have listened to the points rai^ by 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhxiry; but before I speak on the points wnion ne 
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ha« raised, I would refer to the particular clauses iii the Bengal liegiala- 
tive Council Procedure Rules, I would draw the attention of the hottour- 
able members to the ciinvention of this House and I would mention to you* 
Sir, that it has a!rea<l> been held in this House hv more than one Presi- 
dent that there is no definite tiine-lim»t so far as the discussion of amettd- 
inents is concerned. I do not renieml>er whether yt)u have given any such 
ruling but I definitel^s remember that the late Hon'ble Mr. S. (\ Mitter 
gave one such. Very recently when the circulation motion of this Bill was 
before the House, m\ friends op|H»site nosed the question of the limitation 
of time. I claimed that there was no such time-limit tixed for such motions 
and I W’as upheld by the lloii’lde President that so long as I do not violata 
rule 15, 1 was free to discuss anything I liked and that so far as money Bills 
are concerned, anything is l•(‘levant from the post-bo\ t<» His Majesty the 
King. I think that is the t‘xa<‘t languagt* use<l by the Piesident of the 
Central Legislative Asseniii>ly d\iring the discussion of a select committee 
motion witli regard to a money Bill. 

Now, eoiuiug to rule 4!.?, as has already been jM»iuted out, it deals with 
motions. It refers to time-limit in eonneelion with nH»tions. Part VI 
deals witli resolutions and Part VI 1 relates to adjournnuuit motions. 
There is lime-limit for all fhe.M* dilYerent dehate> but there is m* such 
time-limit for the dis<ussion cd' amendments to Bills. In the ease of legis- 
lation, there is a glaring and significant absence of any time-linnt because it 
was never intended that, there shouhl be time-limit so far as <lisi’ussion on 
Bill clauses is concerned. 1 woiihl draw ,\our ntttuitiou to lailes t>(> and l>7 
where the procedure for considering the Bill clause by clause is laid down. 
Mr. Lalit ('handra Das lias referred to lules 74 ami 80 wbiih taken together, 
govern our proceedings so far as eonsiderution of Bills ar»‘ concerned. I 
would therefore submit that rule 15 governs the whole procedure of the 
Legislature and it gives to the President the pow'c*r to coiiti’ol debutes and 
prevent irielevancv or repetition. Be\ond rule lo no other rule ikpplies so 
far as the <liscussioji of matters relating to legislation is concerned. There- 
fore J submit, Sir, that vou will h(d<l that the point of order raised by Mr. 
Hamidul Hu(| ( howdhury is not maintainable. Rule 42 specifie^ally nders 
to motions. We shall be goveriu‘d h\ Part V, namely, by rules 48 to 8t). 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In regard to the point of order raised by 
Mr Hamidul Huq Chowdhur\ , the ])oin( at issue is: whether sub-clu^ise {4) 
of rule 42 of the thmncil Procedure Rules applies in the ease of legislation 
also T bav’e very carefully ccmsidcrcd the matter, and 1 fiml that Ih*^ 
word “motion” oi-ciirs twice, once under Part IV and again under 1 art 
V Part V deals with legislation, and there is no provision anywhere 
under Part IV for . Imposing an> time-Iimif. There are two ;'«»»ngs lu 
this connection. One ruling was given by the late 1 resident Mr. S. L. 
Mitra in which he ruled that “our rules do not proyde for any time-Jhnit 
a*? regards the speeches during the discussion of Bills.” 1 hen he referred 
to another ruling in the Central Assembly where exactly the same question 
arose. One honourable member, Mr. Ahmed, asked Is 
limit for speeches. Sir.” The ruling of the Chair was-- I he honourable 
member is referre<l to the Rules and Stumliiig Orders. There is no time- 
limit when legislation i.s being discussed.” So, I rule the point raised by 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdliury out of order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHUBY; Sir, ma\ I again jioint out to 
you that 

Several Opposition Members including Mr. Lalit Chandra Da.s : Sit 
down, sit dow'u. You have no right of reply. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHUBY: Don't howl. Ive.q. * 

am rising on a point of order. 
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Mfi LALIT OHANDRA DASl Don’t show your temper. That is not 
» point of order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That in for the Chair to decide. 
You keep quiet. Sir, J wanted to ask you one point. 

Several honourable members of the Opposition. Don’t ask anything, 
sit down. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: You dam (inaudible). 

(Shouts and counter-shouts went on.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H; Sir. he has called us 
“dam buggers.” He must withdraw it. (Cries of “withdraw”, “w’ith- 
draw’\ from several Opposition members.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 have not said that. 

Dr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: lie says he has not used that expression. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If lie is a genilemau, lie sliould stand 
uj) and say (hat he has not said it. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 did nol sa.\ dam buggers”. 
What J said was “paglas”, and I withdraw it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: What he said was dam 
paglas”. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, to bring di^Mi the 
temper of the House, I resume the thread of my argument. 1 am glad 
that my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury raised this point 
of order as we have still got to consider about 4(17 amendments and consider- 
ing the seriousness of the Bill and the seriousness of the situation, and also 
the seriousness of the fact that a new tax is going to be imjiosed iqion the 
poor agriculturists of Bengal, 1 think the point of order was raised just in 
the nick of time and decided to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

Now, Sir, t»» resume the thread of my speech with reference to the 
amendment that has been moved bv Mr. Humayun Kabir. I think I was 
dealing with the se(‘on<l part of tiie amendment when this interruption 
was made. The second part of the amendment states that the Bill shall 
remain in farce till tlm dlst <lay of M arid) following. Now, Sir, if we refer 
to the statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the repeated appeals 
that he has made to the House so far as the present Bill is concerned he 
made it (|uile clear that the Bill has been introduced by reason of the 
unprecedented fact that the budget of the present year was in deficit to 
the extent of more than 11 crores. I submit that the Hon’ble Finance 
M inister will realise and 1 think he should be attentive to what I say now' 
— for I see that he is now attending to other business. I do not know\ Sir, 
whether you will ask him to listen to my remarks. (Mr. B.iNKiM Cii.iNDHA 
DrxTA : That is not sliow’iug proper courtesy to the House on the Minister’s 
part.) Sir, I am saying something which should be listened to by the 
non’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SAHABUDDIN: Sir, I find that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is speaking to an honourable member of the Opposition 
who lias gone over to him for some information and it is hardly graceful 
on the part of the Opposition to complain of this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: May 1 submit that 
I was only explaining certain things to an honourable member of the 
Opposition at Eis owm request and may have appeared^ to be inattentive, 
but I did not mean it. 
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0HAMORA MUKHERJI: I think wh«t we are saying 
are all meant for the ears of the Hon'ble Finance Minister and if he does 
not care to listen to us it would probably be useless for us to refer to these 
matters. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is almost time for us to adjourn; may 
1 therefore enquire how long you “will take to finish your speech, 
Mr. Mukherji? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERill: About 10 minutes or 15 
minutes, because 1 shall have to refer t<» Finance Acts of oilier countries. 

The Hon'ble Khan BahMhir 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

I that we sit longer hours in order to make some progress with the 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherji. >ou better (‘onclmle your 
8pee<*li today in another five minutes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: 1 am sorry, 1 have an engage- 
ment just at •) o clock today and so 1 would like to continue tomorrow. It 
w’^as ordinarily understood that as this House never sat be\ond two hours, 
today also it would not sit longtu*. That is why 1 made an tMigagement at 
t) o’clock. If the time is extendetl, then jirojier notice sliould have been 
given to iis he forehand. If, however, that is tlie sense of the House we 
are quite prepared to sit longer hours, but today 1 submit that we may stop 
at this hour. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherji, 1 can give you 10 minutes 
it you conclud(‘ >(>nr sjieech today. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir. I may iinisli my speech 
tomorrow, as i may tak<* 10 nr 15 minutes. 1 have got an engagement just 
HOW" and 1 think it is an unreasonable re([U(*st which the Hon’ble Leader 
of the House has made to exteml the hours. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I think there are precedents of House sitting till midnight. So my 
request is not at all unreasonable. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: in (‘ust* of longer sitting and 
cdiange in the hours of sitting, we want previous notice. 

. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There are also precedents of Parliament sitting till early hours in the 
morning. The request made by me was not unr<*ttsonable. I do not force 
the honourable members to sit for longer hours. It is only a reijuest. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Certainly, Sir, if you so desire, the hours 
may be extended. But generally this House does not sit for more than 
two hours. Today as there w'as no previous notice, it may be inconvenient 
to some members. If it is the desire to have a longer sitting hours, in 
future you may extend the time after consulting the different parties. The 
Leader of House is prepared to sit up till midnight, we are also prepared 
to do 80 . 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN. Sir, when you asked Mr. Mukherji to 
finish his spepech in 10 minutes, he was agreeable but afterwards he Hitid 
be had engagement. He said nothing when you granted him 10 minutes 
tu finish his speech. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think the point sihohld he consider^ 
by the Houee as to how long it shouM sit. Ifiiit before the i^ttlement is 
made, I do not think we should sit for more than two hours. Ho I adjourn 
the House now till 3 p.m. tomorrow. ^ 

Adjourimient. 

The Council then adjourntMl till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the Cth July, 
1944. 

Membart Abaant. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 5th 
July, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Hultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr, Kader Baksh. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. 0. Banerji. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhur 5 ^ 

(5) Dr. D. J. Cohen. 

(6) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Mr. Abdul liatiif. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(9) Mr. R. 8. Purssell. 

(10) Klian Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(11) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(12) Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATE 


First SMti«ii, 1944 — No. 43. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on ThurNda^*, the (ith July, 1944, at 3 p.m.. being the 
fifty-third day of the First Sevssion of 1944, pursuant to section G2(.<^)(«) of 
the .Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aiidul IIamiii CnowimuKY, 
J.P.). was in the Chair. 

Points of Information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we find from today's agenda that there 
are no questions, though a large number of questions tabled by the honour- 
able members still remain unanswered. Will you kindly enquire from the 
Government whether they intend to answer these iiuestions at all or 
wdiether, us was once said by the Ilon’ble Mr. H. h. Suhrawurdy, questions 
if they are not answered in time become so out of date that they need not 
be answered at all, 

. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, every attempt is being made to answer questions as (luickly as possible. 
The bulk of the outstanding questions rtduie to the Civil Supj»lies ]>epart- 
ment and (‘ver;\ body knows how busy the Hon’ble Minister for (’ivil Supplien 
is. So, some dehiy is bound to take place in regard to (luestions relating 
to his (b‘parlment. As regards the ijue.stioiiH of the (dhcr departments, 
their numher is not at all large and every ett'ori is being made to answer 
those qu(*Ntu»ns (juickly. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, there is another matter to which 1 would 
like to draw your att<‘iitioii an well ns the attention 'of the honourable 
members and that is with icgard to the resolution given noti<’e of by me 
in coiiuectioii with the grant of help to literary figures of Bengal. In 
order to take that resolution out of its turn,’ 30 members of this House bad 
signed a rcpreseutation, as required under our rules. I understand the 
Hon’ble President had given his consent that it should be taken out of turn. 
I now learn that (Government are very nervous about the discussion of that 
resolution in the IToude and even though 30 members have signed the 
represeiilation, sancuon of the Hon’ble Minister concerned has not yet 
been obtained. May 1 through you ask what are the great ditficulties in 
the way of Government to allow this harmless and non-political resolution 
to be taken out of its turn and discussed on the floor of this IfouseP 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. I am told that the Ilon’ble Minister has 
refused his consent. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, we know that, and that is why I am 
asking you what are (be reasons for refu.sing con.sent to a non-political and 
harmless resolution like this. Are w^e to understand that wh( 3 n the rules 
were framed, they were meant to be arbitrarily exendsed,^ that fliey should 
be exercised in a manner which is without any ju.stifiration whatsoever? 
No question of policy is involved in the resolution. In fact, 30 uwivherB 
expressed their desire in favour of discussing that resolution out of turn 
and out of those 30 members, half belong to the Goveninient party. Then 
what are the reasons that have led the Hon’ble Minister f.o refuse cantfent 
to this resolution? 
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Mr. OEfUTY PRESIOCIITs The Hon'ble Miniftter concerned is not 
here to make any statement ; but in this connection 1 may tell the honourable 
member that it is within the discretion of the Hon^ble Minister to refuse his 
consent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, may I draw your attention to Rule 24 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules which provides that 
*Hhe first hour of every meeting shall be available for the asking and 
answering of questions/’ Sir, there are outstanding questions and they 
can be place<l before us, and at least one hour we can devote for the purpose 
of putting supplementary questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think we have passed over that matter. 

Motion for Adjournment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have received from Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish notice of a motion for adjournment to the effect that this 
Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the failure of the Government to supply sugar to the 
Jaipaiguri town and district during the last two months acconling to quota 
allotted, in spite of repeated requests and reminders by the local authorities, 
causing serious distress amongst tlie people of the said town and district. 

Now', at the very outset, 1 w'ould ask the honourable member to satisfy 
the House that it is an urgent matter of public importance, because this 
ficarcity of sugar has occurred for the last two months. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir. what 1 stated in 
my motion is that supplies did not come during the lust two months with 
the result that at present there is absolutely no sugar available anywhere 
in the Jaipaiguri district and a situation of acute distress has arisen, it is 
the result of many months of inaction on the part of the Government. The 
persistent failure of the Government for the last two months in supplying 
sugar to the Jaipaiguri district and town in spite of repeated requests and 
demands has led tf this situation. You cannot get a grain of sugar in the 
district. There is an acute distress which has resulted from this inaction 
on the part of tlu* Government. This failure on the part of the (government 
to supply sugar to our district has been a continuing wTong. This distress 
is still continuing and will cbntiniie unless it is redressed by Government 
at once. Therefore, Sir, it is a matter which requires urgent consideration 
and it is of urgent public importance. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There are other factors which also have 
got to be taken into account in this connection. It is known to one and 
all that the major portion of sugar comes from outside Bengal over which 
this Government has no control and also that this (Government has nothing 
to do with the quota of sugar that is fixed for Bengal. This question again 
is linked up w'itn the question of transport over which also this Government 
has no control. Therefore. I cannot understand how the Government of 
Bengal can be held responsible for this state of things in Jaipaiguri. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Now, Sir, with regard to 
that aspect of the matter, I would like to draw attention to the provisions 
with regard to the moving of adjournment motions. 1 must confess that 1 
am a comparatively new member and am not fully acquainted with the con- 
ventions obtainitig here. But so far us I have been able to ascertain, the 
rules regarding adjournment motions are to be found at page 7 of the Rules 
which I understand have got the force of law. Now, Sir, if you will kindly 
turn to rule 97, you will find that we have got (he right of moving adjourn- 
ment motions for discussing a definite matter of ur^nt public importance. 
The first point, therefore, is, that there is not the silghiest doubt that if 
the facts are true, — and no doubt they are true because I have got personal 
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kttowledge of the matter, being a member of tbe Dktriot Exeottt4?u Food 
Committee, and President of the Town Food (onunittee, — they are also 
definite matt<‘rB of urgt*nt public importance. Now, the question is: 
whether my adjournment motion is liable to he disallowed on any of the 
grounds mentioned in rules 98 and 99, I would like to refer to section 100 
first. There, you will find that the last -sentence in clause 1 of rule 100 
says that after an adjournment motion has Wen put in bis hands in time^ 
the Secretary shall inform the meniWr, as early as possible, whether the 
President has given his consent or not. Of course. I do not know -1 have 
not had the privilege of having a conimunicatiou from the Secretary-— 
however I put in a notice but 1 think that is assumed 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What rule you are referring to? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH • 1 am referring to rule 
T.00(i). last sentence, to the effect that the Secretaiy^ shall inform the 
member as early as possible whether the President has given his consent or 
not. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Well, we are not concerned w'ith that. 
My point has no bearing on that. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Certainly not. With 
your permission, 1 am only placing the position of a member who wants to 
move an adjournment motion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you not kindly hDow us to show 
how this matter is a matter ot urgent publi<* importance K 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Before 1 give m,^ ruling on 
thi.s adjournnient motion, ina> I kmiw either from the ’ llon ble the Beudei 
of the House or from tlu* Hon’lilc the Chief Minister if it would be conveiiitoit 
on the part of the Ilon'ble Minister in charge of the ('ivil Supplies Depart- 
ment to make a statement w inch niav throw some light on the circuinstaiices 
connected with the tailuie of supply of sugar to the Jalpaiguri distrn t ? 

The Hon**ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Suhrawardy is expected 
to be back tomorrow and a statement explaining the whole position may be 
made by him tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 

have looked up the notes in the office of the Civil Supplies DBpiirtinen4< on 
this subject and can say that every step is being taken to relieve the situa- 
tion : that much I can assure the honourable members of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AfU^r what has fallen from the Hon^ble 
the Chief Minister, perhaps the honourable member will have no objection 
to wait till tomorrow ! 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about the question of urgency? 

Will it be waived? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That will be waived if it is found other- 
wise in order. 

The Hon’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the urgency of the question 
I want to say something : this matter may wait till tomorrow. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: What about the question 
of urgency ; will that be waived ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 shall consider that point. If it is other- 
wise in order, I will waive urgency of the motion. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBItHf In any case, the difficulty 
t)f my constituency has been broug-ht before the Council. 

Mr« 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTIS Sir, are we to understand 
that the question of urgency would be waived Y 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Yes, if I find the motion otherwise in 
order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May i intervene in this matter for a 
minute or two? The facts are before you and the rule is there 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No discussion is necessary today, because 
the motion is postponed till b)morrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It will come up tomorrow but with regard 
to the question of urgency, will it be w’aiv€*d? ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The matter should not be 
prejudiced by further continuing it today. 

Oofnmufiioatkm from the Covemment intimathig action taken on Motion 

under rule 112. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following communication 
has been received from the Government, intimating the action taken by 
them on the motion (copy enclosed), regarding release of Mahatma (tandhi 
and other (’ongress leaders, moved in and ad<)i»te<i by the ('ouncil on the 
Kith duly, U14d,, under rule 112 of the llengal Legislative ('ouncil Procedure 
llules : — 

The H on'ble Lhief Minister has recjuested the (iovernor to make tl»e 
views of the Ihuigal JiOgislative (’(Uineil known to tin* proper (juarter. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mt. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tht> House Will now re.Mume lurtlier ilis- 
euHsion of the Ib*ngal Agricultural Income-tax Hill, m4. Mr. Mukherjee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a p<nnt of order, Sir. Regarding the 
eommunicution read by the Secretary, the latter portion has not been read 
out. What is the coimnunieatiou to the (lovernment of India? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is \our tpurv ? 

Mr# LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Chief MinisitT has reipiested the 
(governor to make the vit‘ws known to the ])roper quarter: but the latter 
portion has not been read out. Whut is the retjuest made by the Chief 
Minister ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order, it is not necessary. Ye», 
Mr, Mukherjee, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr. President, Sir. I was 
dealing with the second part of the amendment moved by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir when we rose yesterday. I may read again the second part which 
runs us folbiws ; “and shall remain in force till the dlst day of March 
following”. The idea is that the Act should be renewed every year: the 
Fiiuvnce Minister every year would have to come before this House for the 
purpose of establishing the necessity of the tax and also the necessity for 
imposing it and including it in the schedule. These are the two important 
things which hav» got to be considered and the amendment has been worded 
in ibis way because the Finance Minister has brought the Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill as a permanent measure without making any provision in 
the Act itself so that certain portion.s of it might be renewed every year 
and brought before the House as is done in the case of the English Finance 
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J^t. Mr. Nur Ahnietl rai8<»«I objection to this proi'setlure being followed; 
b^t I would show that his objection has no legs to stand upon, bocauae 
looking to tilt* Aft os it is there is no other alteruative for the honou ruble 
mover but to move tlie amendment in the way he did. 

Now, Sir, if we look to the (ieneral Income-tiix Act of 1918, we will 
find that the very first section makes provision for the rate at which 
the tax shall be charged. Then there are other provisions with re» 
gard to the claiming of allowances and they are to be r<*uewed every' 
year. If we Icmk to the Finance Act of 1920 we will find that the 
rate has l>een prescribed for the year 192p. We will find that from 
section 14 onwards and there the rate and the allowances which are to be 
claimed with reference to the tax for that particular year are iletailetl. 1 
need not dilate upon that point again. 1 take another Finance Act of 
There a^aiu you will find from section 14 onwrurds making different provi- 
sions suitable for that year for the purpose of the rate and also the allowances 
to Iw) given. Coming to the last year, 1942, or year before the last, 1 
believe I would like the honourable members to refer to one particular 
section so that the lion’ble the Finance Minister might nott* what are the 
considerations which he has to bear in mind for the purpose of giving 
relief to the assessee.s whom he wants to tax. I'he relevant provisions will he 
found from section 21 onwards. If the H(m*’hle Minister will look to 
section 2(> of the Finance Act t»f 1942, lie will find th^* provisions us follotys: 
“If it is show’n in the case of a person asscsse<l to incoiiH*-tux under Scht’dule 
E in respect of any (jfiicc (»r employment not being u weekly wage-earner 
assessed in accordance witli rule 2 of the rule.s anplicuble to ciwcs 1 and II 
of Sch(‘dule I) that his place of work (►r his resideiH'e has changed through 
circumstances connected with the present war and (hut in consetpience 
he is oblige<I to incur out of the emoluments of the office or employment 
additional expenses in travelling between his residence and his w’ork, the 
additional expense so incurrt*d and defrayed shall Ik* allowe<l as a dtuluction 
from 'emoluments in computing the amount of the asseHsment These 
considerations are shown by the British taxing authorities to the assessces 
who are to be taxed under (he British Finance Act. 

Now, 1 think the Hou’ble the Finance Minister knows full well that due 
to war many villagers and cultivators and owners of lands have been asked 
to leave their villages, to leave their own hearths and homes, to go away 
elsewhere and theref(»re it is necessary that provision should be made to 
give them relief. These people will be affected by the Agricultural Income- 
tax Act and you will have to consider these provisions before you want to 
tax their income wdiich they are supposed to have tlerived with respect to 
the properties during the last year. It would be a great hardshi)) to them 
if you do not take all these facts into consideration. I submit that it is 
necessary that this matter should he considered every year an«l the Hori'ble 
the Finance Minister for the time being will have to place before the House 
and to face the House with regard to particular circumstances prevailing 
in every year when he will want to bring up a provision for taxing the 
agricultural population of Bengal. With tliese few' w'ords, Sir, I support 
the amendment of Mr. Kabir. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, the amendment consists 
of two parts. The first part deals with the commencement of the Act, and 
the second part prescribes its termination. With regard to the commence- 
ment of the Act, there is this thing to be said in favour of the amendment 
that people should get some breathing time in order to adjust their matters 
and be ready for an imposition as contemplated in this Bill. With regard 
to the termination of the Act, some amount of confusion of thoiight pnnaih 
in the House. A very experienced member of this House has stressed the 
fact that the amendment says nothing about renewal of the Bill. I think 
the condition of renewal is so inherent in the amendment 
require any explanation. According to the amendment, the JiiiJ 
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expire auiomaiicallv on the Slat of March, 1945, unless renewed. This 
would necessitate the Hon^ble Finance Minister to renew the life of the 
Act by a short amendment, namely, by substituting the figure 1946 for 
the figure 1945. I, therefore, think that this is so much implied and to 
clear that there can be no doubt about it. 

Then, Sir, we have heard in this House that the time of the House is 
being wasted. I think here also there is some misunderstanding. I do 
'not think the time of the House is being wasted. The “unusual*’ request 
made to the House by the Hon’ble Finance Minister b> drop all amendments, 
has created some uneasiness among some serious members in the House. We 
should sympathise with the Honole Minister, hut the House has a duty to 
discharge. The request made by the Hon’ble Minister is nothing unusual. 
During the last seven years that this House is functioning, we have heard 
this reuest so many times, and the promise of an amending Bill has so 
frequently made and so often forgotten, that it has ceased to he of any 

interest to us. In fact, Bills after Bills have come befon^ this House and 

holes after holes have been picked and very good amendments were on many 
occasions withdrawn or not moved by us at the request of the Hon’ble 
Ministers in charge on the so-called grounds of convenience. 

Matters are going from bad to worse. The bad drafting of Bills is so 
much a by-woni in this House that it has received strong condemnation 
from different sections of the House including the European Benches, who 
are not accustoined to talk loo much; but even thev were so much irritated 
that they also expressed their condemnation. Faulty drafting of Bills has 

become a cHronio affair. The House therefore has to consider what it has 

to do. On the one hand there is the request of the llon’hle Minister to give 
him a free passage this time for a promise that a better Bill wouhl come. 
In fact, such promises have been inmle before and have been regularly 
broken. In the circumstances, there are great diflii’ultit^s in accepting this 
suggestion. There is, on the other hand, u feeling in the Housd that 
however, reasonable the amemlments might he and hoy ever convincing the 
arguments might be in their favour, thev will not he accepted by the 
(Jovernment. The comf<»rtahle majority wfiich the (iovernment ha.s at the 
present moment in the House, makes it incumbent on the part of inde- 
peudent members to explain their reasons fully. It is not that we are 
addressing this honourable House only, but we are also addressing a very 
large public outside and also, if I may be permitted to suggest, even 
posterity too. The fact that Bills are badly drafted will reflect no credit 
on this House; in fact this complaint has been repeated time after time and 
if we allow this Bill to he passed as it is it will create a very bad impression 
on the work that is being done in this House, In these circumstances, it 
is necessary, specially in the case of a badly drafted Bill like this, that 
members ot this House should dissociate themselves from bad drafting and 
refuse to take responsibility for the rebukes that this bad drafting will 
evoke from the law courts and from the public. There are so many defects 
in the Bill, so many gross and careless mistakes and the rate at which the 
I^egislative Department or persons in charge of the drafting of Government 
Bills proceeds, and the rate dt which things are deteriorating, suggests that 
unless a definite stand is made by this House the disease will be aggravating. 
There are very highly paid officers in the l>egislative Department and it 
is their business to draft Bills correctly. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, these remarks may be 
made at the time of the third Heading of the Bill. Therefore, please confine 
your observations only to the amendment la^fore the House. 

Khan Blhailur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I am grateful to you, Sir, for 
this direction; but my only justification for making those remarks at this 
stage was the charge made that some members are rather disposed to waste 
the time of the House. That is a very serious charge. I was trying to 
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justify a fuller treatment of amendments than would otherwise have been 
uecessar^^ In fact, if there was a tendency on the side of the Government 
to consider the amendments arith any sympathy and attention, and if they 
were in a position to consider them on tlieir merits, then prtibably thm 
feeling would not have arisen; and the situation that has arisen out of this 
attitude has not l>een made at all easily by the unusual outburst of ray 
friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury yesterday. We are getting 
accustomed, in the serene atmosphere of this House, to the vulgaritiM 
of the fish market. I was thus compelled to make those remarks in justi- 
fication of the fuller treatment of the amendments. 1, howH'ver, Ih)w down 
to your ruling that normally, at this stage of the Bill, we should confine 
ourselves to the merits of the amendment only. With theik* wrords, I 
support the amendment. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAIIl! Mr. Deputy I'resi- 
dent, it was, of course, open to my honourable friend Professor llumayun 
Kabir to hang an esgay on English constitutional history on the peg of his 
am*^ndment. It was a lcarnc<l discourse — that 1 felt instinctively; W’hether 
it was a very accurate recount of constitutional history — t>f that I have some 
doubts; but' as to the irrelevancy of his remarks in connection w’ith the 
amendment itself, I have not the slightest doubt. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: It is a reflection on the Chair. 

The HonHile Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, this amendment 
proposes that the Bill should come into force about two or tliree months 
before, and should expire on the .‘list day of March, J!G5. I may point 
out, Sir, that for the j>ur]M»He of enacting smh a Bill ihe I/cgislature of 
Bengal has already taken about 8 or 1> months. Is it the wish or the sug- 
gestion of my honourable and learned friend that each year we should 
spend 8 or 9 months in getting a new Agricultural Inc<»me-tux Bill passed V 
It is true that the practice of having the Finance Bill us a sequel t4» the 
Budget every year in the Ontral Legislature is a salutary practice. But 
I have to submit that a Finance Bill of that kind, having regard to the 
constitution under which w'O are working, is io a large extent impracticable 
in the Bengal Legislature. Mv honourabb? friend V!r. Kabir said that 
on one occasion I admitted that 1 had considered the (question very seriously. 
But on that occasion I also mentioned that there were actual constitutional 
ditticuilics in introducing this procedure here. That, Sir, again is beside 
th(‘ point. What 1 wish to say is this: that, if he hud oeen seriously 
desirous of attaining bis object, be should have attac'ked some other part 
of the Bill. As it is, his amendment leads us to a rcductio ad ahsurdurri. 

It was said by another honourable member that by means of this Bill 
we are seeking to tax incomes received during the year UM.'b— the year of 
the great famine. I would say that, while it is true that many jwople 
suffered great hardships last year, it is equally true that certain sections 
of the population earned much larger incomes than they could ever have 
expected t<» earn. After all, what are w'e taxing? We are only taxing net 
incomes ot over Ks, 3,500; and such net irwomes— that is, such assessable 
incomes-o-are to be computed after the very ample de<luclions provided 
in this Bill; so that we are really touching only tnose who have afdually 
received net incomes of over Hs. 3,500. Naturally, they were not the 

C ple who were most hard hit by last year's distress. I know% Sir, that the 
lourable member wanted to l>e sentimental. But, Sir, he ns a law’yei , 
a iawryer attached to many xemindari estates knows very well that the last 
year’s xemindari collections were much higher than the annual collections 
of perhaps ten previous years. Therefore, there was surples money 
somewhere. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHCRdEE: On a point of pvrmmil 

explanation, Sir. May I know from the Hoii'ble Minister how much of 
this profit remains ivith the landlords after paying off their old debts? 
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Th« Honnift Mr. TULSI GHAMDRA GOSWAMt: I have myself 
suffered from debts and creditors; but assuredly that is not a reason why 
tht* Bengal Exchequer should not lay its hands on that part of the income 
which certainly is due to the State, for the amelioration of the condition 
of the people. 

It has repeatedly been said that the Bill is objectionable because it is 
retrospective in character. According to leading authorities on Statute 
Law, a Bill should not be and cannot be properly regarded aw ‘retrospec- 
tive** if only certain stages in the passing of the Bill are posterior to the 
date on which it is deemed to take effect. This is an acknowledged 
principle ; and further. Sir, it cannot be said that the public had no notice 
of the Bill. This Bill has been before the public fumce September, last 
year. So, there was ample notice to the j>eople to adjust their domestic 
finances in view of the impending enactment of the Bill. 

Sir, I think I have answered all the points that were at all relevant to 
the amendment and I hope that if the amendment is put to vote, the House 
will reject it. 

Mr. DEPUTY' PRESIDENT: The question l>eIore the House is that 
for sub-clause (3) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

'Tt shall come into force on such date as may be notified in the Offi- 
cial Gazette, not being earlier than three months from the date of publi- 
cation of the assent of His Excellency the Governor or the Governor- 
General as the case may be and shall remain in force till the .‘ilst day of 
March following.*' 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with tho 
following result: — 

AYEaUn. 


Kfian iahatfiif NailruiMIfi Ahmad. 

Mr. S. 0. Chakravtrtl. 

Mr. L. C. Oas. 

Mr. B« C. Datta. 

Mr. N. c. oatta. 

Mr. M. B. Jalpurte. 

AllMdh Khan Bahadur Shaikh Moham- 
rllHMt 4an« .. 

Mr. Humtyuti Z. A. Kabir. 


Ral Bahadur. B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. O. MfjuimUr. 

Mr. H, H. Mohalanablsh. 

Mr. B. C. MukhMil. 
mk. a. Pal Chaudli^. 

Rai Sahih 4., N. Ray. 

Mf. A^ D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahldtiiziman. 


llOEK-~M. 


Khan Sahib PaHduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Moab ahu ddht Ahmad. 

Mr. Mur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Alls. 

Mr. MoaitomaH Chowdhury. 

Mr. Muhammad NaMbullah Chawdhury. 
Mb. G. E. Ctarka. 

Mr, D. 4. Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D'RoiaHo. 

Mr. R. W. N. Porsuaon. 

Khan Sahadur AbM Qofran. 

Tho Non*blo Khan Bahadur S. M. 
HoMln. 


Mr. LaUfat HoMwin. 

giffryg aaffi i.m. .(M. 


Khan Sahib SuhMall Mollah. 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 
Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub M. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. ShamausMha. 


Mr. 4. W. R. Stooofi. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talul^r. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the amendment — 17 ; against the amendment — 26. The amendment is, 
therefore, negatived. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause (J) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, the words “be deemed to have” in line 1 he deletecl 
and for the words “the 1st day of April, 1944*’ the words “the 1st day of 
April following the conclusion of the war** be substituted. 
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Sir, if this amendment is acc*epted, then sub-clause (J) of clanae 1 would 
read thus: it shall come into force on the first day of April following^the 
conclusion of the war. Sir, the time for this enactment is acconling to me 
most inopportune. The war is at the very gates of Hcngal, and Bengal of 
all the provinces of India is suffering most4rt>m the cfftM ts of the war. f^aet 
year we had a famine in our midst and aa n result many people died. Then, 
diseases followed after the famine which again carried away a large iiuiuher 
of people. People of all status in fiociety were hard hit. Of all the iHH>pl« 
who were the most hard hit. 1 can say without un\ fear of contrail iction 
that rent-receivers and semindars were the worst sufferers iThc lion'bl# 
Khan Bahadur SArruD Mtjazzamtodin Hosain : Certainly not) together 
with the agriculturists. I do not deny that as a result of the war senne 
persons are profiting and that their income has increased. They geueriilly 
are contractors and some of them are labourers also. But the other classes 
of people were very hard hit. The result was — and I say it is also the 
effect of the war — that the pric€*8 of all conimodities and of all mMa‘s#«iries 
of life rose so high that even persons who had an income of Us. 7(K) a month 
four years back could not maintain their family with Its. a montii 

last year or even this year. Jhat was the result of hi^h prices. Generally, 
in our society rent-receivers or saminclars have to maintain a large family 
consisting not merely bf their sons and slaughters and w*ives hut also cif 
their relations many of whom I know' arc poor. Along with this, one other 
thing shouhl be considered. It is this: last \eur the.se people at the call 
of the Ciovernment ot Bengal contrihuted tii the Indian Ifed (Vos!< Fund 
a sum of 40 lakhs of rujiccs. Similarly there were other calls and we know 
as a matter of tac t that local authoritic.s wen* not sitting idly over all these 
culls. These calls were mostly answered by the rich agriculturists and also 
by the rent-receivers and zaniindars. They had io j)ay heavily and they 
paid without grudge. That is a fact whic h should not be overlooked. This 
year also there have been several calls already to help the war situation 
and I do say that the sonal led rich agriculturists, and reul-rccoiv«?rs and 
zamindars will have to pay lavishly. 

Sir, this year not 40 lakhs but 44 lakhs is to be contributed by the 
people of Bengal and I have no doubt that the rent-n*ceivers and zamindars 
will have to pay heavily and I think the gall will continue till the end of 
the war : ^ lakhs this year, possibly 50 lakhs next year and more afU?ir- 

wards and it will get up in this way till the war ends. I say that owing 
to the position in whicn the rent-receivers and zamindars are plai'cd and 
owing to the high price of all necessaries of life it is an undduhled fact 
that most of th^ people are heavily indebted. If, as <he Jl'on'hle Fiiianc^j 
Minister has said, their collections have l>een heavy, I am to say that their 
coffers are empty by this year and I think this will be their condition till 
the war ends. It is said and urg€*d by the Hon'lde Finarxo Minister that 
the Government of India will watch what we (1<» in rc'sjjcct of this Bill. I 
aay that I am one of those who believe that the Government of India con- 
sist of a set of practical people and they have already graiitcHi 10 croriss 
subvention and will do so in future if necessity arises. Our claim for 
subvention does not rest on this taxation measure* alone. Our claim is 
based on account of {he ptraordinary charges in India due to war and the 
Government of India is solely responsible for meeting these charges. 
Famine is also one of the main grounds for subvention. These are factors 
which were taken into consideration by the Government of India and upon 
these factors the Government of India decided that w'e shall have subven- 
tion of 10 crorcs, no matter whether the Agricultural Income-tax Bill is 
passed or not. 

The subvention we are bound to get and we will get more if twcemiiy 
arises. When w*e think of Agricultural Income-tax Bill we should rmnemr 
her one other fact. This fact is that the Floud Gomniission in its report 
aaid that when a taxation measure like this is taken up it should be 
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that the income derived from it is solely devoted for a^icultural improve- 
ment or for project# c^onnected with agrriculture. This is the intention for 
which the agricultural income-tax is to be saddled upon the province of 
BengaL Now, Sir, I ask in all seriousness if this purpose is to be carried 
out, it comes to this that the income that will accrue will have to be devoted 
for the improvement of agriculture. If the income cannot be diverted for 
any other purfioses, how will it help the Government of India in any way 
whether we pass .it how or it takes effect after the war? It woufd not 
affect at all the Government of India’s decision about subvention. If it is 
passed into law without ear-marking of the income, whatever is derived will 
be misspent and will not be spent for the purpose for which it was originally 
intended. It was intended that it should be devoted for the improvement 
of agriculture. But if it is iiow’ passed into law and given effect to before 
the war concludes, there are so many calls for money now, that the money 
will not he spent for the purpose for which it was originally intended but 
will be diverted to wrong channels. 

Now, one other fact in this connection should be remembered. In the 
course of couple of years the revenue of Bengal increased from Bs. 16 crores 
to Bs. 21J crores. What benefit has been dei^ved from this huge increase 
in income? I may then safely say that income derived from this agri- 
cultural income-tax will be also misspent. We have an increased revenue 
and far from reaping any benefit out of that increase we have famine and 
acute distress. Even now we are passing through acute di.stress. Therefore, 
my argument is that even if it is passed n<iw, this tax should (‘ome into 
forc(i from the 1st day of April follow'ing the (onclusion of the war. 

With these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEHT: Amendment moved : that in suli-clause 
(3) of clause 1 of the Bill, the words “be deemed to have” in line 1 be 
deleted and for the words “the 1st day of April, 11G4” the wonls “the Ut 
day of April following the conelusion of the w’ar” be substituted. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. Ocnernment 
have made it abundantly clear that thev want the law to come into force 
with effect from Ist April, 1944, and therefore it is my painful duty to 
oppose the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in sub-clause (3) of clause 1 of the Bill, the words “be deemed to have” in 
line 1 he deleted and for the words “the Ist day of April, 1944" the words 
"the Ist day of April following the comlusion of the war” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. AMULYA DHONE ROY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I beg to 
move : that in clause 1 of the Bill, for sub-clause (3) the following be 
substituted, namely : — 

*‘(^) It shall come into force on the Ist day of April, 1945.” 

Sir, in the year 1923 when I was receiving my college education, I 
came to know a fine gentleman, then a candidate for election to the Indian 
Legislative Assembly and is now the Finance Minister of the province. 
Sir, in introducing measures for taxation after taxation his fine qualities 
have now been changed into an in.strinnent of oppression, perhaps under 
circumstances over which he has no control. A Finance Minister unable 
to control and regulate the finances of the province has no right to come with 
a proposal for taxation with retrospective effect which is bad in principle 
and unfair to the assessees. Sir, you must stop the exf^enditure incurred 
by the creation of unnecessary departments, you must prevent the loss of 
revenues on account of the corruption of the officials wnich has become a 
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niAtt^ of frequent occurrence. Haa the HonT)le the Finance Miniater ever 
enquired into the amount of damage suffered by the Ot>vernment due to 
the purchase of paddy which were allowed to rot on the various railway 
platforms? 

I was glad to know. Sir, just a^ f%w minutes hack that the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister has exhausted all his arguments and he has no argument 
in favour of his proposal to give a retrospective effect to this Bill. His 
only argument is that the Hill was gasetted and the Hill was introducedL 
before the 1st of April, 1944. and that is why he is in favour of retrospec- 
tive effect. His argument is absurd and does not appeal to me. Sir, with 
these few words, I commend my amemlment to the aect‘ptan<‘e of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that 
in clause 1 of the Bill, for sub-clause {3) the following he substituted, 
namely : — 

“(*5) It shall come into force on the 1st day of April, 1945.” 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sir I would support the 
motion for amendment moved hy my friend Mr. Amulya Dhont? Boy, because 
another amendment which stands in my name is also practicallv to the 
same effect. Sir. if we compare the condition of things in Bengal during 
the last year with the condition of things that is prevailing now, it w’ould 
be clear that but for the licdp afforded by the Ontral (Jovernment in 
supplying Calcutta and greater (^llcutta with foodstuffs, it would have 
been impo.ssible for the Bengal Government to provide the hare necessaries 
of life, even rice, for tJ(l million inhabitants of Bengal. So far as the 
agricultural p<ipulati<»n who are going to he hit bv the prt'sent A(*t is 
concerned, 1 suhmil, Sir, it will he admitted <m all hands, (hat they have 
not been able to recover fron» the effe<*t8 of the distress and famine tliat 
prevailed during the last \ ear. It is < lenr that the Bengal Governinent 
has failed to reduce tlie price* of rice to any ai>preriabte extent. The price 
now' ruling i.s in the region of Bs. 14 to Bs. !(> per maund, a jiric'e which 
w'as staled hy the Government meinhers when they w'cre opposing the last 
Ministry as unheard of. If honourable members take the trouhh* of 
referring to the proceedings of the Assembly and the f’ouncil of the last 
year when the honourable iiieinl>ers now’ supporting the (tovermmmi were 
in the Gpi)o.sition, it will he seen that they raised a hue and ery. I 
remember the speech of Mr. Hendry, the Leader of the Kuropcuin Group 
in the Lower House, which considered the price of rice then ruling, viz,, 
Ra, 14 per maund to be very high, and mentioned that as the reason for 
opposing the last Ministry. It is only in some of the districts that rice 
is available at the eoiitrollefl rate; in most of the districts rice is not 
available at the controlled rate. In Chittagong the situation is serious. 
We had it from a very high authority, namely, Mr. Badi Ahmed Chowdhury 
and Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta, members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, 
who represent the Chittagong distriet and w'ho are personally aware of the 
things that are happening at Chittagong, that riee is not available at 
Chittagong even at Rs. 60 per maund and that people are dying there in 
the streets for want of foodstuffs. We have thus a repetition of the same 
state of things in Chittagong as we had in the whole of Bengal last year. 
It has eommenced in Chittagong and if the .situation is not tackled with 
care and sympathy, the distress may spread t(» other parts of Bengal 
gradually. I would reejuest the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to consider 
whether or not he would shut his ey^s to the distress of the people ar»>und 
him and enforce this Act at a time w’hen people are hardly able to 
have a sfiuare meal.* The provision that the Act shall come into force on 
the first day of April, 1944, i.e., that it w’ill have a retrospective orwration 
although it has not yet b^ten considered and jiassed hy the Bengal Legis- 
lature nor has it received the assent of His Excellency the Governor of 
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Beugal, if* something unique. To make a hseal measure retrospective i» 
a very serious thing and I would request the Hon'ble the Finance Minister 
to consider whether there is no way out except by making this Bill opera- 
tive from the first day of April, 1944. 

The Hon'ble Finance Minister has assigned three reasons why this Bill 
should be retrospecttive in its operation. The first reason that he has 
assigned is that the agriculturists have realised a large income last year 
owing tf> the phenomenal rise in the price of rice and the (iovemment of 
Bengal therefore expect that they should get a share out of that in the shape 
of this taxation. Well, Sir, w'heu 1 rose on a point of personal explana- 
tion, he gave away that ground quoting his own instance in particular. 
Then, the second reason wdiich he assigned for making this Act retrospec- 
tive was that the Bill was published in September, ]94*'l, and that there- 
fore the people have hud enough opportunity to know what w^ere the 
amounts which they were to pay as the tax. Had they known of the rate 
of tax which they were to pay, thev would have laid liy something so that 
they could pay the tax this year when the Bill w'as passed by both Houses 
of the Legislature and received the assent of the proper authorities. I 
submit that the proposition has only to lie stated to be rejected as ground- 
less. I submit that the Finaio'c Minister has not lieen able to substantiate 
his reasons for making this fiscal measure retrospective*. As a matter of 
fact, W'hen a fiscal legislation is passed, people have got to know what are 
the amounts which they have got to pay and again I submit that the reasons 
which he assigned lor making the Act retrospective have no substaruje which 
cun be accepted by this House. I submit that it w’ould Ik* a dangerous 
thing. Let us now refer to other pr(»vi.sions in this Bill where provision 
is made as to the method of (computation of the tax, for instance, to clause 
G of the Bill. We find there a provision that the tax is to be assessed in 
the current year with refereiu'e to the total agricultural income received 
in the previous year, i.e.. for the year (‘ommcncing from the 1st of April, 
19411, to IHst March, 1944. The (c(tniputation will have to be made on 
the huHis of the income received in the year 194'M4. I have already stated 
what 1 had to say in this connection in moving another amendment and 
I am not going to repeat them now. I hope my honourable fri(*nd8 will 
remember that. It is clear that so far as the agricultural population is 
concerned, they have not yet been able to liquidate the debts, majority of 
which hod been incurred for maintaining themselves during the last year's 
distress. 1 hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister is aw^are of the ipaebted 
condition of these people. The Finance Minister is also aware that in spite 
of the infiated income which a few of them re<^eived for the surplus crops 
which they could command, they have n(»t yet been able to reach a position 
when they might regard themselves as lieyond want. Government is also 
aware of the distress of the landlords, so fur as Midnapore is concerned 
As a representative of Midnapore 1 should bring these cases particularly 
to the notice of the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his consideration and I 
hope he will kindly listen <o what I have to say in this matter. The land- 
lords have not been able to pay the revenue anti ('ess and their properties 
have been put up for sale. Even the big landlords like Mahisadal Raj 
Estate and Narajole Raj Estate and other landlords have had to apply to 
Government for exempting their estates from being sold for arrears of 
revenue. 

The distress that is prevailing in some of the other districts is also 
squally acute. It may be that in some fortunate districts jwople may have 
just recovered themselves from the after-effects of the distress of last year. 
Even they, I submit. Sir, are entitled to have some respite in order, to 
adjust themselves to the new’ situation that has been created* by reason of 
the war. It is admitted that the prices of ordinary" foodstuffs and all 
essential commodities, such as, cloth and other necessaries have incre^d 
SOO per cent, aiul I would request the Hou’ble Finance Minister to consider 
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whether or not he will allow some relief to the fortunate few who may have 
,ju8t recovered themselves from the after-efteets of the distress. After all, 
it is a measure which is not Kuiug* to meet the deficit in the budgi^t to any 
very appreciable extent. We have lieen told that the Hon 'hie Finance 
Minister expects to get at most a revenue to the extent of alniut 50 lakhs 
of rupees. 1 shall staud corrected if ^e Hon'ble Finance Minister wants 
to challenge my statement. The Central (ioverniuent Uave granted a su^ 
vent ion of 10 crores to the (ioverniuent of Bengal and we must thank His 
Ex('ellen('v the Viceroy for that. We have heen told that the subvention 
of 10 crore^j has been given subjec't to the coiulition that (he Bengal 
Legi.*!latiire should j>asH this mxatioii m»*asure. But 1 suhmit (hat by 
postjHining the provisions of the Act. after it is passed, till one 
year will not in any way affect the subvention that has been 
promised by tiie (Vntrul ( jovernmeiit. I submit that if this tax 
18 enforced trom Ist April, 1944, it would be nothing V>ut taking away 
a portion of the daUhltat from the mouth of the people of Bengal uhich 
they require for their sustenaiu'e. J hope the Uon ble Finance Minister 
will consider this matter seriously and agree to the postponing of the 
operation of the Act till a later date. Sir, the (lovcrnmeni proposed some 
amendments so that there was no doubt that the Act would have to go back 
to the Lower Himse. But now’ 1 find that they are not going to move their 
amendments and these amendments may be ihovimI by some other members 
of the Hmise. I sulmiit lliut the request of tin* ILurble Finance Minister 
that the Bill should }>e jmssed here in the shape in which it (‘ume out of 
the Lower Hoiihc, is not a requ«*st w’hi<'li ought to havi* been made. 7'hcre 
is one other fioirit wliK'h I want to impress ujum the ilfui’hh* Finance 
Minister. If by reason of diM‘Ussi<»n in this ilotise honourable memb»»rH 
are satisfied that there are some provisions which afied seriously th«* posi- 
tion <d tlic ass(‘Ksecs who art* cniitletl to relit*f, is it not rt'asonulde that tht* 
Bill should ho ainondod and shouhl go to the i.owcr House again; wdieiher 
after being convinrcrl that then* are some provistons which tmght to In* 
changed and some amendments which ought to be uee<‘ptt‘tl, tliey sbmihl 
not agn*e to tin* Bill bi'jug .sent to tin* Low’er ILuist* again}' Simjdv btM’ause 
the li(»!ri)je I'jiiatjic M unitor say.s that lie will havo to go to tile Lower 
Hou>o il (flange-' are loadi* theH‘lore th<*y should not agree to this proposi- 
tion, That should not ho the attitude of the honourable members, i'here is 
one other laet so iar un thi^ matter is ooiioerned. KitlN*r the (iovernment have 
got a majority in the I^ower House or (hey have not (the Hon 'hie Mr. '1'oi.Nin 
Ch\ni>iu (jo.swami ; (’ertainly we have got majority). If they have got 
majority as the IIonMile Finance Minister says, in the Lower House if 
they have a comfortable majority, they should have no hesitation in aei*ep(- 
ing the amendments which arc essential. (Joverninent tbejiisclvcs thought 
that there should be some chang-e in the Bill and vntli that view they tabled 
amendments. If you can face the Isiwer Hr»use and if you havi* a majoiity 
there why not aci'ept the amendments which an* essential!'' If he has not 
got tlie majority in the I.o\v(*r House, then 1 think it is the duty of the 
Government to n*sign. That is the point wliieh I want to inqiress ujmii 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister so far as this Bill is comerned. After 
all, Sir, the function of this House is to examine the iiroviHiotis ot the Bill 
and to revise them, if rfm-idcred necessary. Sir, f hoiie the members of 
the C'ouncil will < (insider the responsibility whieh lie upon them in an 
important measure like thi“ and will not consider these arnendment.s a.s in 
any wav censuring the (Ifivernment, I emphasise upon this fuel heeause 
it might pos.sihly be the idea whieh is passing in the minds of tin* supjiorters 
of (fovernment. When eonsidering the provisions of a legislative enact- 
ment consideration should be given us to in what shape the Bill should 
emerge out of the Legislature. It is not a (juestion r»f confidetKe or nh 
confidence but it is the function of this House to sec that the Bill emerges 
out of the I^egiftlature in a perfect shape. 

With these observations, Bir, I support the amendment. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBiSHt Sir, I would like to 
epeak in support of ike amendment, but before 1 do that 1 just want to 
have one information. There are amendments Nos. 11, llA, IIB standing 
in my name and in others" names. Now, I want to know whether those 
amendments will come later on or whether the consideration of this amend- 
ment would automatically decide the fate of the other amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The whole thing hinges upon the fate 
of this amendment. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: There is another infor- 
mation I want to know. On the 4th of July, I think Government said 
that they were not going to move any amendments proposed by them. 
1 want to know which amendments they are going to move or which they 
are not going to move. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Those things are irrelevant 
when considering this amendment. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHAkANOBiSH : That is why I said in 
the beginning that 1 rose on a point of information. I do admit that these 
things are not relevant, 1 do not know in whose name those Government 
amendments are standing and whether Government would move any 
amendment at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. There is no knowing 
whtti aniendinentH will be moved by Government. So, I would request you 
to confine your arguments to the amendment under consideration. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: .\H right Sir, 1 whole- 
heartedly support the amendment. It seems to be a very reasonable amend- 
ment. It says that the Act shall come into force on the Ist day of April, 
1940, that is. some time after or rather from the commencement of the 
next finaneial year after the passing of the Act. There is no unusual or 
unreasonable delay. It is well known that a taxing enactment should not 
be retrospective. Even ordinary enactments dealing with the rights of 
properties are not made retrospective simply because vested rights are 
affected. These are the general rules of legislation. I do not like to 
dilate upon that point w’hirh is perhaps known to every member of this 
House. The Hon’ble Finance Minister wanted to say that because this 
Bill had l>een published in September, 1943, and was before the public all 
these months, therefore there is justification for making this Bill retrospec- 
tive. Let us examine that point. What does the publication of the Bill 
in the gazette mean? Does it at all entitle the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Finance who is sponsoring this Bill to put that Bill before the House 
or to move it for consideration 

TN Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The Bill was intro- 
duced in September last year. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: September last year 
means September, 1943, I think. That is what I am saying. Now, Sir, 
the publication of the Bill in the gaxette does not ensure that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is entitled to put the Bill before the House or to move 
jt for consideration— — 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: The BUI was intro- 
duced in the l^iegislature in September last year. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISHi That h wlmt 1 have 
been repeating 

TIm Hon’bto Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA COtWAMI: You are talking of 
publication of the* Bill in the Gazette. The Bill was (>ublisiuHl in the 
Valcutta GcLzetu in August last, and it «^as introduced in the Legislature 
in September, 1943. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : That makes no differ- 
ence. It may have been introduced, but that does no<, I submit, make 
any difference whatsoever, because this Bill was liot circulatcil for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. This Bill has not passed through any Select Com- 
mittee, nor has it passed through any (ommittee t>f the whole House so 
far as this House is concerned. Therefore, the mere intrudiu'tion of this 
Bill is not sutheient. From the very beginning of the functioning t>f 
Legislatures in this world, Bills are being introduced, they are being 
considered and they are being passed. There is no reason why if a Bill is 
introduced in one year and passed in a subsequent year, that Bill should 
have retrospective operation. 1 do not understand the logic of it. 1 there- 
fore submit. Sir, that that ground does not convince unyho<ly us being a 
justification for making this Bill retrospective. 

Now, another point that* ha.s been put forward is the subvention which 
we are supposed to he receiving, i do not know whether we are actually 
receiving it or we shall receive it in future from the Central Government. 
But unless we j»ass this Bill, ut’cording to the Hon ’hie Finance Minister, 
we would not get that money, (irunted. But wliat is the harm in making 
this Bill prospective instead of retrospective? Jf w’e have to get the money, 
we will get it; but it seems to he an absurd and unreasonable condition 
which suggests that unless this Bill is passeil we. should not get the money 
Ghe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiykd MirAZ/AMUimiN Hosain : Self-help). 

I quite understand the (’eiitral Government saying that unless you try to 
raise funds, we will not give you any money. But, if the Bill is made 
prosiiective having effect from the Lst of April, 1945, would that amount 
to saying that the Bengal (ioverninenl or for the matter of that the Hon'ble 
Minibtf*r in charge of Finance has failed to do his duty? Would that justify 
the Central (ioveniment in going back upon their promise? I Kubinii that 
this is an argument which cannot deceive even a child. But it is perh^is 
what 1 may call, in the absence of a better expression, ztd on the part of the 
Ministers or of a particular Minister w'ho wants to show his ability to carry 
through a Bill of this nature with retrospective effect in spite of opposition. 
But w'e Lave got a taste of that ability on the 4th of July here when he 
admitted that the Bill was defective in many material points which required 
amendment, but because the Assembly was not in session, therefore, they 
were not going to move the amendments which they themselves had tabled; 
and that he would bring in an amending Bill for the purpose of rectifying 
the mistakes that were found in the present Bill. Therefore, it is almost a 
confession that the Bill is not what it should be, that the Bill is not a Bill 
that any conscientious, intelligent Legislature should be asked to pass. 
Nevertheless, it is the ip^e ducit of the Government. Whatever directs 
there may be in the^Bill, we will still pass it, since by the counting of 
heads we are larger in number than the Opposition. We do not mind 
intelligence, we do not mind criticism: but because I say that I must pass 
it, therefore 1 must pass it. Whether Government will correct or amend 
the Bill laler on or not, that is no business of mine at the moment, Sir, I 
do not care at all, because 1 know that these promises made today fro») the 
Treasury Bench are promises which are seldom fulfilled. For, it may be 
that the honourable gentleman who is now in charge of the Finance Depart- 
ment may not be in charge of that portfolio after a few months, so that 
these promises have got no value at all. They have not the binding toni^ 
of a statute or of a resolution of this House. At the present moment 1 am 
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connidering the queeiion ae to whether the genilemea now conetituting 
Council would accept the ip»e dixit of the Finance Minister or ex€ 
their own coriimoneense or their brain and consider this questio; 
its merits and then give their opinion on my contention that a ta 
enactment should not be retrospective, but that it should be prospec 
Therefore, the earliest that the Bill can come into force is the 1st of A 
1945. Well, Sir, I see that my friends on the other aide aie laugi 
But 1 may say that we are not in the habit of laughing when my fn 
talk ; it is neither courtesy nor good manners. When your opfxments i 
you laugh — that certainly is not the eiquette of this llon’ble House. I 
ever, I leave them to laugh as mueh as they like and let me go on 
my argument. (Noise in the (tovernment benches.) Mr. Deputy P 
dent, J am not wanting the time of the House hut please .see how the i 
of the House is being wasted by the other side. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dun t take notice of it. Please go 
with your speech. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Now. Sir. the his 
of taxation f)n agricultural incume in Bengal is {ominonly kiio 

We have enjoyed this^ ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I ^^ouid lequesi 
honourable member not to introduce any irrelevant polnl^. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : 1 huu .1 >mm to > 

ruling. Bui 1 submit that in oidt^r to c.xplain tliat this (U‘la\ oi or 
months will not mutter niu(*h, 1 was bringing in ail tiio'^** pi>ini> 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 think you have alrea<iy sulliciei 
discussed it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : What I was submitt 

was that if the (iovt^rnnieiit coiibi do without tliis agiitultuial no onn*- 
for the lust two hundred years, whethei thi\ cannot wait tor atioljier i" 
9 months. I think 1 am entitlt'd to doxtdiqt that point 

* Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAH ALAN0BI8H : No^. Sir. as you 
fin<l from the history of the British administration in hnlia, it is a hist 
of proniise.s from lip.s and not jirumises trom the heart. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you .speaking against the ame 
meat or in favour of the amendment ? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Sir. 1 am develop 
my point to show that the ilelay of 8 or 9 inonth.s to enable tlie people 
have time in order to pay this tax will not cause any harm and that i 
not an unreasonable request that I am making, (rovernment at that t 
introdiicc'd the Income-tax Act hut deliberately omitted to tax inci 
ilerived from the agricultural liiml. Thea, Sir, there came the educat 
cess and other taxation measures affecting the land. Idiere was no qi 
tion of taxing the agricultural income. Now the question ha.s arisen 
because Bengal is in neetl of agricultural tax for Bengal herself but 
necessity has ari.sen owing to certain peculiar circumstance^ uinier wh 
Bengal finds herself today. No. 1 is war. No. 2 is proximity of war 
Bengal and tho consequential abnormal increase of the prices of necessai 
of life and No. d is the indiscriminate purchase by the military of b 
crops from Bengal which has had the effect of shooting up the prices 
isvery article with the result that hundreds of thousands of people are dy: 
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aeceAsitating the Goveniment to apeutl an enorinou.s amount of money ia 
Order to come to their relief. That ia what I understand to be the bunien 
of the eon^ of the Hon'ble the Finance Minister — that a hir^e amount of 
money had to be s^nt on that account and therefore althoug’h the Central 
Government are w'liling to help us, they .jvoiild not help unless we imposa 
this tax. Then, Sir, it is said that we must impose this tax with retros^ 
pective effect this year! I submit, Sir. that these facts and circumstance# 
clearly indicate that this tax was forced upon Bengal. It wnis a tax which 
Bengal ha.s been forced to adopt because of certain views hehl by the 
Central Government. And it cannot lie argued by any reasonable and 
right-thinking man that that situation was brought about by inisnianage* 
meut of the Bengal Government or this situation was certainly created 
by the agencies beyond the control of the Government of Bengal. !n 
these circumstances, don’t you think it i.s extremely reasonable for the 
Government of Bengal to say to the (’entrul Government that this Bill 
should not be passed with retrospective effect but should be pa.ssed with 
prospective effect, that is, from the earliest available opportunity, or from 
the next finum ial year, namei\ . 1st April. l9*|oy May I not suggest to 
the Hon'ble the Fiuan<'e Mini.stcr that he should very kindly take into 
consideration this aspect of the matter and then come to the decision finally 
whether the request involved in this amendment is not reasonable P 

Now, Sir, you w*il1 Hud from the other provisions in the Bill tliat you 
are going t(> tax the peo]>le not on this year’s income but on the incomo 
of the jirevious year. Sii, I am not wrong perhaps wlon I say that not 
even A per cent, of the pcdple rare to read (he ('nlrutfit (ia^rtte or, r»Mid 
the proceedings ot tins Ilousj* nr the other House. Hut innned mtid \ with 
tl't' pas'-ing of this Bill, machinery will he set up for the realisation of 
taxes and the jicople will be askeil t»> produce ainnmnt.s of the lust \i'nr and 
and will a]*>o l<e asked to j'>av taxes Jn tlu*se circumstanf'es, how* do vou 
that th(‘ i)eo]>h- uoiild b* have I*' N-'w, ltd u> assume for tin* ‘•ake of argument 

that the sahnv that the llnn'lib* tin* Finance Minister is drawing is being 
drawn from bis own agricultural imome. He cannot know' that there would 
be u taxation ena<dmciit witli retrospccli\e effect and he must have in ihu 
ordinary courst* of things spent liis income from IuihIh. 

I'lien, as r»‘gaids keeping of accounts. Now, Sir, very big zemindars 
have got staff to ket‘p account.s but at the Hiime tmu* there are a large 
number of people wht» liave got income fr()m agriculture but do lud keep 
accounts. How they will lx? able to furnish accounts and pay taxes of the? 
previous \(*arP Kvery company or everv busiiicHs house keeps accounts — 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD; On a point of order. Sir Are 
all these things relevant? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Perhaps he is developing his arguments. 
However, Mr. Mahalanohish. please try to conclude a.s soon as possible. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBtSH : Sir, bow can I spi*ak 
when the honourable members are talking so iinicli. I ( imnot speak wdien 
there is so much noise in the House, bemuse tliat i.s not a propiT atmosphere 
to speak on an important legislation of this kind. fKhan Sahib Fawiocoiun 
Ahmkd- No body will be sorry for that.) That Muhnnssion should be 
made to the Chair and not to me. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You need not take any notice of those 
remarks. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBtSH: As I was saving, every 
bnsinesfi house or firm keeps account of the incomes and expenditure of the 
transactions. Now, we are passing through the month of July and if we 
are asked to pay taxes from April, 1944, then we •hall have to take rceounm 
to borrowing or selling some of the articles for the purpose of paying 

137 
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taxes. Money which they had has already been spent merrily, knowing 
full well that they had paid off their old debts and that there was no 
other debt. Now, by one stroke of the pen you are going to make 
the people liable to pay tax on the money which they had practi- 
cally spent without having the slightest idea that they will have to disgorge 
it. It ma^y be that the man who made that income that year has had to 
sell out his land last year, and the big profits that he might have made 
owing to the high price of food crops may not be with him now. In the 
circumstances, is it fair to ask him to pay tax on that income which he 
earned but which he has spent without knowing that a liability would come 
soon ? I, therefore, submit. Sir, that considered from whatever point of 
view, you will find that there is not the slightest justification for making 
a taxing enactment like this retrospective in effect. 

Now, Sir, if it is permissible for me to refer to the original Bill, I would 
iust refer to clause 1, sub-clause (^), which says that “it shall come into 
lorce on such date as the Provincial Government may by notification in the 
official gazette appoint.” You will, therefore, nee. Sir, the publication of 
this Bill or its introduction in the Legislature would not give the people 
any notice that Government is going to have the Bill with retrospective 
effect so that the income that the people had earned in the year 1943 will 
have to he disgorged in the year 1944. Therefore, Sir, my submission, is 
that this aniendmeut is not only a reasonable amendment having regard to 
the circumstances prevailing in Bengal at the present moment, but it is a 
reasonable amendment which is consistent with the invariable practice of 
the Legislatures in every part of the civilized world. I wonder w'hether 
Bengal has gone out (»f that pale. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, w’ill you allow me to speak on this 
amendment, or you will allow me to move my amendment No. 11? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think I have already given my deci- 
•ion on this point to the effect that if this amendment is negatived, you 
cannot move your amendment. You may speak ou this amendment, if you 
like- 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
not been able to show a single instance wherein a Finance Act was made 
retrospective. Generally, Act.s are prospective but Finance Acts are never 
made retrospective. Indeed the present Government in introducing the 
Bill never intended that this Bill should be retrospective in its operation. 
The Bill according to the statement of the Finance Minister was introduced 
in September, 1943. It w’as introduced in September, 1943, to be passed 
that session. That shows indeed that the Government meant that it would 
be prospective and not retrospective. For the Bill was to come into effect 
on the 1st of April, 1944. Therefore, 1 submit that Government stand 
convicted out of their own mouths and they should not now want to make 
it retrospective. Having introduced the Bill in the Lower House in 
September, 1943, and not having proceeded with the Bill they allowed the 
Bill almost to lapse. In fact, 1943 is a record year; it was a year of the 
greatest distress. Bengal passed through a famine. Government took 
into consideration all these surrounding circumstances. They had uot 
therefore the courage to pass the Bill in the September Session of 1943 and 
to push it through the Council because they knew that by doing so they 
would l>e the butt-end of ridicule of all and sundry. Therefore, they took 
counsel amongst themselves and kept silent. They waited to tide over 
this difficult period and had allowed matters so to drift that the public 
were led to believe that this Bill would not be at all proceeded with. Thia 
is what I construe their action to be; otherwise, if they found that additional 
income was necessary, absolutely necessary, there was no reason ^y Uict 
^ ould not ha^a ^tulied it then through the Lafialatnre in hot haaie. 1, 
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^erefore, urgfe that when the^’ introduced the Bill they had not really meant 
it to be retrospective. Having: therefore lulled the public into a feeling 
of security that the Bill would not lie proceeded with, how can the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister now take advantage of the fact that the Bill had already been 
before the public having been published in the (\ilcutta Oatette in August^ 
1943, and introduced in the other House in Senteuiber, 1943? Can he 
really take advantage of that fact? I would say that this fact rather goes 
against the Government, for having introduced the Bill they did not 
proceed with it and thus they actuallj^ allowed the public to belii've that 
the Bill would not be proceeded with. Now I beg to draw the attention of 
the House to clause ti of the Bill which says inter aha : 

** Agricultural income-tax shall be payable by an assessee under the 
head ‘Agricultural income from rent or revenue* in resi>ect of all rent and 
revenue, including any local cess or education cess referred to in section 4 
derived from land referred to in sub-clause (o) of cdaiise (/) of section 2 
included in bis total agricultural income and received in the previous year, 
subject to the following allowances, namely *’ 

I lay emphasis upon the words ‘‘received in the previous year'*. If 
this Bill came into effect from the 1st of April, 1944, people would be ciiH- 
«d upon to pay the tax for their income derived from agricultural land in 
1943. I say that the year 1943 was a year of great distress und famine; 
it may, however, be said: “but those people who are destitute will not have 
to pay anything”. I say that 1943 was a year in which both rent-receivers 
ana zemindars, big or small, rich or ptmr, suffered e<(unlly and had to 
incur a large amount of debt ainl had to extend charity not only to their 
own family but to the sons and daughters <»f their relations and to the 
public as well. It was a year of such great ilistress that the sympathy of 
the whole* world was drawn to Bengal, ^^'lll it, th<*rt*fore, l»e just or fair 
for the P^inanct* Minister t(» insist that for that particular year of all years 
the people of Bengal especially the rent -receivers and zetnindurs shrmld 
be called upon to pay this agricultural income-tax? 

Now, Sir, this is the month of July, Government intended that it should 
be prospective and if the Bill is now passed and assented to by His PiXcellency 
the Governor, say, in the course of 3 immths then to make it prospet'tive 
Government would have to fix April, 1945, as the date for the commence- 
ment of the Act, as the intention was to make it prospective an<i not 
retixjspective. With these words. T support the amendment of my friend 
Mr. Amul.vadhone Roy. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I want t4> nprak a few words on thU 
amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But 1 hast* already called upon the 
Hon’ble Minister to speak. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, I was on iny legs iininediately after 
Mr. Das sat down. If you stifle the discussion in tins wa> on such an 
important matter, the position of the Opposition members be<*omcft very 
difficult. In a matter like this, it is necessary that different sides should 
be given an opportunity to speak and if you want to stifle our f]iffCUMnJon 
in this way, we shall have 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Professor Kabir that is far from my 
intention. I do not want to stifle the discussion in any way. There sre 
other amendments and you will have sufficient opportunity to npe&k. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRt But thi* ainendm«n1 will not bo diocut^ 
Mgmm. I have not followed yom* decision in fhla mailer. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT! I have already called upon the Hon’bk 
Finance Minister to speak. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With great regret, Sir, 1 must say that in 
a matter like this it is not the prerogative of the Chair to shut out the 
minority party in this wav. Those who have spoken so far on this amend- 
ment have spoken from tiie landlord's point of view. From the point of 
view of the peasantry not a single speech has been made today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Professor Kabir, let the Hon’ble Minister 
proceed with his speech. The rules do not preclude the Chair from allow- 
ing other members to speak after the Hon 'hie Minister's speech and you 
wul have opportunity alter the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you, Sir 

The Hon^ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Deputy 
President, 1 shall be very brief. It has been said this afternoon that tnere 
is no jirercdent for retrospective legislation in respect of taxation. Well, 
Sir, tirsl of all, 1 desire to inform the House that this Bill is not retrospec- 
tive exc«‘pt, perhaps in the sense in which the w'onl has been used by the 
Opposifion nienibers. Witli regard to this, 1 need only rite the instance 
of the Assam Agricultiirul Income-tax Act. (Mr. Bankim Ciiaxpra 
MtrKUKKJKK: We are not going to follow Assam.) But this is in answer 
to the (juestit)n that there is no precedent for what you cull retrospective 
legislation. The Assam Act received the as-ent of (loveniment of Assam 
in August. and if was operative from the 1st of April, lUHJh S<) we 

have one handy t)recedent at least. Now, Sir, as 1 have already pointed 
out that it is on account of some technical language tliat it is regarded tlmi 
the Bill is being given effect to with retrospective effect. The Bill was 
introduced in the Bengal Legislature in September last. Now, supposing, 
by a (lifVt'rent arrangement of tb(‘ legislative business (Jovernment had 
iiiade it possible for the Legislature to pass this Bill into law by the d 1st 
of March. vou would not have spoken of retros])ective effect. Now, 

it is onl\ a matter <»f a few nmnlhs after the dlst Mari'h, 1IM4. In any 
case, if it had been passed into law on the dlst March. I!f44, before ofiicers 
could be appointed, before assessment could be started, some months would 
have elapsetL In any case .some delay would liave occurred. Owing to 
congestion of legislative business during the ])rcsent session, we have a 
few months’ delay. Tliat does not make the Bill retrospective at al . 

As regards the (question ot the income of HOd. the had year, 1 think 
1 have already said enough to justify my position that not only is it not 
inappropriate that assessment should commence on the basis of income of 
llMd. but friMii the point of view of < * ouomics it is n sound year-~the year 
which saw larger collections of rent thau in any of the 10 preceding ears. 

I do not think that any economist will ohalleiige the proposition which I 
have placed before the ’ Hou.se. With these words, Sir, I close the debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Huniuyiin Knbir. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. the time is up. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: S>ir, I may mention that 
today this Bill has got much more time than was allotted to it becauM 
of the fact that there was no question and Government cannot grumble 
that there wtvs less time for the discus.siou of the Bill. The Bill baa its due 
ahare of discussion today. 

, Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I am entirely ia your hand.. It Jh. 

jiscUBsion is continu^d^^ iMy apeak tomorrow, * , r; 
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Mf« DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Order, order. An reg^ards fitting for 
lo&^r hours^ 1 leave it entir«*l\ to the HouH.e to tleeide. Hat hh a result 
of discussion yesterday, 1 thought that the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
aiid ,the other leaders would meet aud tlifscusw'' the matter and come to a deci- 
sion. However, I would reque>t the leaders of different grou{K% to meet 
together and ilecide this point. I am not uneoii««eii»us of the fact that it 
is the privilege of the ( hair to decide whether the House should Ml lor a 
longer period or not, hut as the permanent President is expecte*! to come 
in a day or two, I do not propose to exernse that discretion today. 

Now, before we depart, 1 would like io >a\ a few wonls mainly meant 
for our esteemed frieini Professor Humayun kahir. It is tar fnaii my 
intention to stifle any individual im*iiiher or an\ parts irum participating 
in the discussion on au\ matter which is before the House 1 tlooiftht that 
sufficient discussion had been made on the (pie.stion of the i et j osp,-c(jve 
nature of the Hill, and so 1 asked the Hon’hle Minister to repl\ t»n lielialt 
of (lovernment. Then again, looking at the hamls oi the vUh'I, { 
found that there was little time lett and roiisidtMing troni that ptnnt <il view 
1 think 1 have done a service t«» Mr. Kahir h\ not asking him i » speak al 
that time. Because, if 1 had askeil him he wouhl have V(m\ lit lie tunc to 
speak. It would liave ht*en ijuite inndeipiate for him. Howevci, hef<»re 
adjourning the House 1 would like to have the decision on the (Hiestioii ol 
sitting for a longer period. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir. 1 am thankful to \ou for \oiir remark''. 
I was under the impresMon that the ilehute would he elos. d .after 
the Hon ble Ministers repl\, hnt as soon as \ou said that would he 
given an opportunity to .speak after the Hon’lde ilinish-rs reply, I aeiu'pt- 
©d it with thanks. 1 wanted ti» spfuk on (his amemiment }>ecause I thought 
that our point of view was not represented. Howi*vei, I am thankful to 
you for the opiKutunity you have given nn* to .spouk on this amendment 
on the next day. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 think it IS (iovernment which fixe.s the liouis of sitting. For the* pre.senl 
we may not fix the hour of sitting When the permanent President comes, 
the hour of sitting will he fixed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The House stands adjourned till 3 p.in. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 7th July, 1944, 
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MEMBEBS ABSENT. 


[OxB Smr, 1944.] 


ilfmi lf ft iritesiit* 

The following members were abMont from the meeting held on the Gth 
July, 1944:— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Rui Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

(4) Mr, Humayun Reza (Jhowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

((j) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(7) Mr. Abdul Lutiff. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(9) Mr. R. S. PurHflell. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Muklenur Rahman. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(13) Khan Suhih Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Smlon* l944^Ns. 54. 


Thf. met ill the ChaniWr of tlu' Tiegislative 

Buildin^c, C'ahiittti, on Friday, the Tth July, 1944. at d p.iu., iKMUff the 
fifty-fourth iliiy ot the First Session ot 1944, pursuant to Sertion (r2(i^)(a) 
of the ( foverniiieut of India At‘t, 19d5. 

Mr. Deptity Prc'sident tKlian Bahadur Annrn ll.\Mn) ('iiorimrn v. J.r.), 
was in the* (’hair. 

Point of Infomiation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA 8 : Sir, may I rise on a p(»int of informa- 
tion H 1 put a short-notiee question re/^ardin^ t)u» ex-Muyor Mr. Sana! 
Kumar Hoy (’howdhuiy ami another jM'rson iiatned Mr. liaripras^id Misra. 

I do not know, Sir, why that short-notice question bus not conic uj) for 
r<q)ly today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Order, order. The lloirhle President 
lias ailmitted your question as a short-notice ijnestion, and it has been sent 
to th(* deparlnient eomaincd hut iiothiiq^'- ha.s been heard of it as yet. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir. 1 raised this tjueslion only because 
m^v friend Mr. llurula^ Majunidur sent u similar question, and 1 see that 
v^ith respect tc» the question le^ardiiiK the cx-Muvor Mr. Sanat Kumar 
liny ('howdliuiy tlic answer will 1 h^ ^ivon today, but I do not understand 
wiiy iiiv (picslion i elating to another gentleman meiitionefl along with Mr. 
Sanat Kumar i{(>y C’liowdliury should not b<5 unswertul. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE 8 IDENT 1 Will the Hon'ble the Leader of the 
House kindly enlighten the House on the point V 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur ^AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOBAIN: 

Sir, evi<lently materials are being collected to answer the cjuestion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA 8 s Hir, I do not understand how further 
materiuU can he collet ted to answer my oiiestion which is the same queNtion 
as this. Evidently, the ILurhle (he Leauer of the House has no knowledge 
of the case at all. 

The Hofi’ble Khen Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

M av he; it is not niy depurtineut. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE 8 IDENTS Order, order. Some questions down for 
answer today are to be answered by the Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhraward^ 
and there is one question which is to be answered by the Hon’ble Sir 
Nastimiiddiii. But ntme of them is present in tlie House. 

Tha Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur SAtYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

Sir, on behalf of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, I am ready to answer hjs 
question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA 8 : Will he l>e in a position to answer 
eupplemautary questions? 

Tha Hofi'bia Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, Sir. The tile is with me and I shall be able to answer all sujqdem^’ntary 
questions. 

Mr. DEPUTY PREtIDEMTj What about the que«tion* reUtwtf U> the 
Department of the Hon’ble Mr. Sujhrawnrdj? 
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Mr. ME8BAHUDOIN AHMAD; The Hon^le Mr. Suhrawardy is 

expected to be here at any moment, Sir. 

' Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: Has this power been delegated to the 
leader of the House P 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Np, that is not necessary. One Minister can answer for another. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I find that the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
has not yet come; what about those questions? 

Mr> ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: In that case those questions may stand 
over. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Arraat of Mr. Banal Kumar Roy Chowdhury. 

206. Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Deiiartment be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that ex-Mayor, Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chowdhury, 

has been put under arrest for holding a meeting at the Sradha- 
nanda Park to pn»test against the Secondary Education Rill, now 
on the anvil of the Bengal liCgislature ; 

(b) if it is a fact that in course of the debate on the adjournment motion, 

regarthng the banning of the Lora Conference, he stated in 
unambiguous tonns that he had allowed hundreds of meetings 
regarding the said Bill to be held all over the country, parti- 
cularly in Calcutta, without any interference; and that under very 
special circumstances he bad to ban the Lora Hindu Conference; 
(f) if it is a fact that he had ])ublicly and inside the House stated on 
ditlVrent occasions that the Regulation of 1940-41 for holding 
public meetings will not Ik* myde applicable in the Province; and 
(3) if so, whether (lovernment propose to withdraw proceedings against 
the said e.x-Mayor; if not, why notP 

TH« Hon’ble Kban Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
bohatf of tho Ministor in charge of the Homo Department): {a) Yes. 

(i) and (r) It w’as iminted out that there was no question of encroaching 
on civil libertv when the people were enjoying the freedom of holding public 
meetings in all parts of the Province except in one or two places. 

(d) The proceedings have been withdrawn. 

Hr, LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Is the Ilou’ble Minister aware that the 
case wm not merely against Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chowdhury but also 
against one Mr. Hari Prasad Misra, who is, I believe, Secretary to the 
Students' Federation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That question does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: How' it does not arise? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

It does not arise because the original question is only about Mr, Sanat 
Kumar Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr# LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, I am asking a supplementary ques- 
tion as to whether the case that was withdrawn — 

Mr# DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Arising out of which part of the question? 
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Mr. LALiT CHANDRA OA8s Arising out of (a ) — 

. Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. Whut is your question? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister p]e«ise state 
whether the case which has been wathdwswn has Uuni withdrawn only in 
the case of Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy IShowdhury and not in the case of 
another? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

As the question was asked in respect of Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chowclhury 
only, sw I huve given an answ'er only in respect of him. Am no other ques- 
tion ^as asked, 1 hove uot studied it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have the proteedings been fully with, 
drawn or only partially withdrawn? 

The Hon^bie Kl^ Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

1 do sav mobt definitely that the case against Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chow- 
dhury lias been fully withdrawn. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that 
tlie ca.se has been fully withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, the case against Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chow<lhury has been fully 
witlidraw’n. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Has it been withdrawn 
already? * 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Has the case been fully withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Against Mr. Sanat Kumar Hoy Cliowdhury the case has been fnl!.v with- 
drawn. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
ftate whether the case was only against Mr, Sanat Kumar Roy Chowdhury 
or against anybody else? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I had no business to look to that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASi May I enquire from the Hon'ble 
Minister whether this case which has been withdrawn was only against 
Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chowdhury or against Mr. Roy Chowdhury and 
another gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

X am not aw'are of any other gentlenaan. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the file with regard to the case of Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy 
Chowdhury is with him now? 

The Hon’ble Khan BahiMur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The file regarding this particuhir (|ireslion is with me. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the HonMde Minister he nleased 
to state from this file whether the case was against any other person besides 
Mr, Roy Chowdhury? 

The Hon’ble Khan BahMlur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

There ia no mention in the file that it is ajtainst any other person also. 
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Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister let ns know on what ground the case has l>e€n withdrawn? 

The Hofl'bie Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAlS: 

I am not prepared to state that hw’e. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA 0HAKRAVERTI: Why not? 

The Hon’bio Khan B^adur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The reason need not be given here. 

Mr. SHIRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Do I then assume that 
there was no case against him? 

The Hon’ble Kban Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Evidently it was not considered proper to go on with the case. I do not 
know whether the case was actually substantiated against him or not. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: W’hy was it then allowed to be proceeded 
with? 

The Hon*bfe Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The iK)lice starts the case firsi and it is not done \%ith tlie perinission of 
the (iovernnient and without any reference to the Minister in charge, 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether the (’ase was withdrawn because of a certain policy which 
is being followed by the (jlovernment in respect of c’ivil liberty? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDI»( HOSAIN: 

(loverninei\t do not interfere at all. Tlie case was started by the ])olice and 
when the police themselves thought that the case need not be proceeded 
with, they witlnlrew it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (lovernineni consider the desirability of taking stejis against the 
police eoncerned for starting a false case and harussiiig persons in this way? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

There is no ipiestion of taking steps again.st police here. In the l*enal 
(lode there is provision for taking steps against any ofhcer who inten- 
tionally harasses anylMidy. In this case, this point does not ari.se. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased 
to consider the desirability of enquiring into the matter and see if this 
case was started without reason? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government d<* not think it proper. Hundreds of cases are started bv the 
police and they are withdrawn afterwards for want of i>roper evidence. 
As a Magistrate for a long time, 1 know that such things happen in 
hundreds of oases. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the suggestion proceeded from the Home Department to the 
police to withdraw this case? , 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No. 

Statement made by Hon’ble Minister for Civil Suf^lios on “Bhog” ration 

scheme. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir. with regard to my adjourument 
motion on the question of hJiog ration » I think the Hon’ble Minister for 
Civil Supplies is prepared to make the statement today. 
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The Hott’bto Mr. H. S. SUHflAWARDYs Sir, the oonsideratioii of 

this matter caused me a great deal of anxiety. On ih«» one hand, 
there are not only religious susceptibilities but also positive religious duties 
and obligations to be considered; on the other, there is tlie necessity for 
curtailing wastage and duplication of si^pplies. and for general austerity 
in consumption. It is extremely difficult to arrive at an adjustment with- 
out treading on religious I susceptibilities and sentiments. I may inform 
the House that in Rombay there does not seem to he any spiHiinl provision 
for hhoy and in Madras the only special provision is for the offering of 
bhogs to deities in public temples; out even then on no acrouni to more 
than six such shrines per temple. No suplies are given to iudividnals or 
to endowments. These limitations appear to have been accepted by the 
Hindus of liomhay and Madras. In the consideration of this problem I 
have l)eeii severely handicapped by the very unhealthy atmosphere prevail- 
ing in the Province, when no credit w'ill ever he given for honest endeavour 
and w'hen anything that we may do will lx* criticised as a deliberate attempt 
to wound Hindu susceptibilities. In spite of this drawback, I have given 
my most earnest consideration to the jiroblem and have endeavoured to 
meet us far as possible the various suggestions that have been placed before 
me by the very learned and esteemahle gentlemen whom I had the honour 
to invite for a consultation. The plan which I am now adopting goes much 
farther than either Jlombay or Madras and T hope that it will he accepted 
by the Hindu community of Bengal. 

I propose to set up a (Committee of Hindu gentlemen at once to whom 
matters relating to hhog within the ambit of the plan outlined hv me will be 
referred for advice. The questions that will arise are of sucli a delicate 
nature that 1 cannot ask any permanent member of tlie Civil Service to take 
upon himself the responsibility of presiding over the Committee or assisting 
in its deliberations. I, therefore, am of opinion that the Minister himself 
should accept full res|M)nsibility for the decisions that (iovernment must 
make and jireside over it. J now' propose to discos the allotments ihem- 
selve.s w'liicli, it should he liorne in mind, w'ill always lx? governed by our 
ability to sujiply. 

• 

To household deities installed in thukurgfuirx, which are i^enerally rooms 
in residential dwelling liouses, I do not feel I would be justified in making 
a separate allotment. The soinewdiat generous allotment given to individuals 
at the present moment will be sufficient to iirovide for those individual cases 
where purohit gets tlie hhog or a portion thereof. 

Aa regards household deities consecrated in temples, they may either be 
unendowed or endowed. If unendowed, they may be giv(*n an allotment 
as for a shrine; and if endow’ed, then in the same manner as for an endowed 
deity installed in a temple. 

Ah a general proposition only such supplies will be given as are apt 
appropriated by the memlx?rs of the family but arc given to priests, guests, 
iann^asis and beggars, regard beii^ had, however, to the avoidance of 
duplication in the case of priests. The Committee which I have proposed 
will be requested to take into consideration applications on behalf of such 
deities. 

There is another class of deities which have been designated as semi- 
public deities. Many of them are endowed and there are arrangements 
for feeding guests, $annyasis and beggars. A portion goes to the sehaiU 
and the priest of the family. In so far as a certain amount is required for 
outsiders and is covered by the endowment, supplies can be made available 
for these semi-public deities. * 

Then, there are deities installed in temples: some are unendowed and 
some are endowed. Those without endowments will get a ration of one 
unit for each shrine per day, up to a maximum of six shrines 
As regards deities with endowments whose expenditure is fixed by dee « 
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creating them, an allotment will he made to them regard to the 

expenditure under the endowment, the amount actually spent and me 
euppliee available. Then, there are several occasional pu)as, ceremonies and 
festivals. As regards festivaU, we feel that the present condition requiw 
a considerable degree of austerity in consumption and the necewity for ^e 
elimination of all avoidable waste of foodstuffs. I regret that I am unable 
to make any general allotment for the festivals; pnly such allotments ^ are 
sanctioned by an endowment for purposes of puja or sanctioned by a scheme 
of a court of law will be taken into consideration. 

1 am not unmindful of the other requiremenU, particularly of 
when pindat have to lie offered. Deaths, happily, are not too fmiuent in a 
family and it U suRgested that the email quantity of foodstuffs necessary 
to perform the strictfy religious obligations can be met from the savings 
from the general rations of^the family. 

I would like to touch on a certain jioint which has been raised by some 
of the honourable members who have tendered me advice. It appears to 
have been generally assumed that the p^rohit receive remimeration 

in kind and hence the entire remuneration must be in the form of bf^g. 

1 am informed, however, that whereas some offering in kind is essential, 
the purohiU themselves would he happy to receive remuneration in cash, in 
addition to a token payment of the sacred offering. 

I have dared to encroach on this very delicate and controversial subject 
being led to do so bv the supreme sense of duty to come to a decision on tne 
problem which may as far as possible meet Hindu religious opinion. 1 
hone that my difficulties will be appreciated. 1 trust that the Committee 
which I am setting up and which will be composed of learned priests, 
managers of temples and certain other gentleman who are in a psition to 
offer well-informed advice, will be able to asswt (Government and their fellow 
members of the Hindu community in assessing the different requirements of 
the various instituf ions and in offering advice to Government from time to 
• time how to reconcile i^ioning with the imperative religious duties of the 
H i n d u ' com mu n ity . 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDARJ Sir, I have heard the statement of the 
Hon’ble Minister. The labour of the last five months has produced the 
proverbial mouse, namely, the appointment of a Committee. 1 am not 
satisfied with this statement, and therefore I press my adiournment motion 
for discussion in the House. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir may I enquire 
through you of the Hon’ble Minister as to whether he has formed any 
Committee as yeti' 

Th« Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir I said that I was pre- 
pared to form a Committee. I have invited a number of priests, managers 
of temples and certain other gentlemen who. everyone considers, are capable 
enough of offering advice to Government on this matter. 

I did not. of course, ask Mr. Haridaa Mazumdar on this Committee. 
Now Sir, the gentlemen whom I invited have given me a list and a stat^ 
ment of their requirements. I propo^, as an initial meas^, to 
these gentlemen as members of the Committee. If I find that this House 
does not object in any measure to what I have stated, then I may apimini 
the Committee tomorrow; hut if any objection is taken to the proposal, then 
it is no use my proceeding with the matter further. 

MK deputy PRESIDENT: As regards the adjournment 
tabled bv Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, it appears from the proceedings of the 
meeting held on the 19th February last that the very same question arose 
at the instance of Mr. Haridas Maxumdar when ^ter a statement »aade^ 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies Mr. President was pleased 
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to observe "Then, Mr, Masumdar, I take it that you do not aak for premia- 
aion to move the adjournment motion." The reply came from Mr. Maaumdar 
thua — "In view of the asaurance o! the Hon’ble Miniater, I do not preaa the 
adjournment motion." So, in view of these facta, I think, Mr. Maitumdar, 
you are not entitled to move another adjournment motion on the same 
subject in the same session. Therefor®,' aftir the statement of the Honlble 
Mr. Suhrawardy I hold that the ourpoae of your adjournment onotion has 
been served. At any rate, I would ask Mr. Mazumdar to consider whether 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR* Sir, that assurance was not imnlemented. 
It has taken the Hon ’hie Minister more than five months to maao a state* 
luent like that. And it is still in the region of planning: only a scheme 
has been made hut the personnel has not yet Wen selected. In view of this 
fact, 1 think- this matter should be discussed hei'e in the best intcrej*t of (he 
Hindu community. 

(Members from the other side: Why not wait till tomorrow P) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Very well, Sir, I am prepared to wait 
till tomorrow. If the appointment of the Committee satisfies the House, 
then 1 shall have no need to Ixither the very hard-working Minister in 
charge of Civil Supplies in this respect any longer. Not only arp our senti- 
ments and susceptibilities but our religious duties also are involved in the 
matter, and I hope they will be adeqiuitely <^onsi<lcred. In this view of the 
matter, I would request you, Mr. Deputy Pmsident, to woive the question 
of urgency on the next occasion. Moreover, I may say that this adjourn- 
ment motion w'as held uj) so long only becau.s^' of the assurance given by 
the llon’ble Minister in respect of that matter. I arn prepared to wait till 
tomorrow and if 1 am not siitisfied with the ners<innel of the CVimmittee that 
is appointed, then 1 nvpiest that 1 may be aflow’ed to bring up this adjourn- 
ment motion again. I think I shall have your permission to do so. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. When the (Jhair i« called 
upon to give a ruling on any motion it is not the incumbent duty of the 
('flair to take into account the fact as to w’hether the remarks made by a 
particular Minister are satisfactory to the House or not. I am to give my 
ruling only in consideration of whether the motion satisfies the conditions 
laid down in the rules. If according to rule I find it admissible, I must 
give my ruling in favour of the motion; otherwise it will lie my painful 
duty to refune. However, as regards the request of Mr. Mazuimlar, I have 
no objec tion to wait till the House meets again on Monday next. (~)f course, 
on that (lay I shall not be in the Chair and the permanent President will 
give a ruling. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRA^RTI: May I enquire through 
you of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies what are the names 
of the persons he intended to appoint on the Committee, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: That question does not arise, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : Sir, may I mention 
about my motion for adjournment regarding— ■ — 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes, I am coming to that. Arc you 
prepared to wait till Monday next? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: I am afraid. Sir. in that 
case several objections may be raised against the motion by the other side. 
Besides, my motion may not be taken up for discussion before Firday and 
Friday is a non-official day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. Clan you not wait till Monday, the next 
sitting day? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: All right Sir. 



1184 NON-OFFICIAL EESOLUTIONS. [7ih Jult, 

NON4IFFIOIAL RESOLUTIONS. 

Sttps for improving tho imligoiioiis shoo-making indiitiry of BongaL 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: On the last non-official day, the House 
rose when it was considering the resolution tabled by Mr. K. C. Roy Chow- 
dhury which runs as follows: — 

“That this Council is of opinion that steps be tak(*n to improve the 
indigenous shoe-making industrj' of Bengal as carried on by the 
viuchis by supply of leather purchased from big tanneries to 
Bengalee muchi» at reasonable prices and providing facilities to 
Bengalee nmrh.it for making and selling shoes in at least fifty 
shops ill Calcutta and Howrah, the rent of widch is to be borne by 
Government for the first six months.” 

As many as three honourable members participated in the discussion of 
this resolution. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in supporting this resolu- 
tion I submit that the condition of these rnuehis is really deplorable. The 
attack on this indigenous industry by large foreign organisations has told 
very heavily upon their economic position. Though to a large extent this 
inroad is inevitable, still it is the duty of the Government and jmblic bodies 
to help these poor people as much as possible. It is found from the Census 
Reports that their number is dwindling very raj)i(llv and this means their 
numerical and economic extincti(m. Tneir jioverty is a difficult problem. 
For w^ant of funds they cannot go to the free inaiktd and have to buy their 
raw materials on crecfit at uneconomic prices from middlemen who fleece 
and exploit them as much as they like. Then, when they produce their 
goods, they do not get proper marketing facilities, and, as a result, a very 
useful industry is languishing and perishing. If some encouragement 
could be given to them, then probably this indegenous industry may 
improve. There is the Industries Department which spends lakhs of rupees 
on many impractical and unpractical projects. If this department can take 
up this matter, this dying industry may suvvivc. After all, the prosperity 
of Bengal depends largely upon the prosperity of the jyoorer as well as on 
the richer section. Government should therefore take steps to help them. 

First of all, money should be supplied to them. They should further 
be organised into co-oj>erutive purchasing and selling societies wnth Govern- 
ment money. These murhit should l)e supplied with raw materials and their 
products should also be brought to the market.s. If Government takes the 
initiative, possibly these poor people may l>e saved. Although the resolu- 
tion is confined to ihe rtm chit only, there are various other industries which 

languishing for want of proper support; but perhaps it would be 
irrelevant to speak about them. Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury is a life-long 
champion of labour movement and these poor people are fortunate in having 
in him a very able and persi.stent champion. Whatever he moves for the 
welfare of the poor, should deserve careful consideration not only of this 
House but of the Government also. With these words, Sir, 1 whole- 
heartedly support the resolution. 

Tilt Hoil’lllt Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUOOIN: Mr. Deputy President, 

Sir, liH far as this resolution is concerned, I may confess at the very outset 
that Government so far have not done verw much to improve the condition 
of the nmrhit specially in and around (lalcutta. Sometime ago an offer 
was made to train Bengalee murhi youths in the Government Tanning 
Institute ; but it w’as found that the response from the muchis was very dis- 
appointing. One of the reasons w^as that they w’ere very poor and found 
it difficult to come to the Institute for getting the training. Evidently, they 
thought that instead of doing so, they might utilise that time for making 
some additional income and time contribute something to their family income. 
Sometime back it was also suggpested that some stipends should be awarded 
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to them. Unfortunately, that Bcheme' is still under consideration. I can 
Oasure the House that the scheme will soon be considered and I hope in the 
near future it will be possible to sanction a number of stipends specially for 
the Bengalee mttchi youths, so that they avail themselves of tlie stipeiida 
and come to the Tanninj? Institute for pretting the Irainiiij^, 

^ As for the opening: of 50 shops, u simitar scheme also is under considera- 
tion. The difficulty is that with the establishment of these shops it will 
be necessary to arranifiJ ff>r the supply ol leather iiiul other iii'^triiments at 
reasonable and cheap rates. And that is not all; it will also be necessary 
to make arrangements for the sale of finished goods turned out by them. 
Therefore, I wouhl request the honourable member not to press this rt^solu- 
tion, as a .similar scheme which has been rec(»mmended by the .Director of 
Industries is under the consideration of Government. 

Sii*, we have been trying to help these mufhmt as fur as pt>ssible. Apart 
from what I have just now infoiuied the House, it w'as also found that a 
certain class of muchis in the liaja Bazar area were very much persecuted 
by the money-lenders. Investigations were undertaken and it was recom- 
mended by the officer who undertook the investigation that it would be 
necessary to organise co-operative smueties among them. Unfortunately, 
it was found that these people as a class w'ere so sus))icious of each other 
that they were not prepared to accept this suggestion of Govt^rrunent to 
organise co-o|)erative societies. These are the difficulties under which 
Government are working. The muchtj^ are a very backward and ignorant 
people and they are so poor that we have g<>t f<> do a great dt^al to help 
them, esi>ecially in view of the distress in the I*roviuce. 

Large .sums of money art* being spent for the relmbilifution scheme. 
Raw material.s as well as instruments in connection with shoe-making \lT^^ 
proposed to he supplied to the nntrhis as a sort of free gift in the case of 
those rnurfitx who are unable to take them ns loan; and W'herever it is found 
that th<‘ fnvc/iis will be able to repay tliem, these things will be given to 
them in the fonn of loan. Such a scheme is already not oidy under the 
consideration of Government but action is also actually being taken. As 
a matter f)f fact, on the recsunniendalion of (he District Magistrates and 
the Subdivisional Officers such help is being given to these people. In 
short, as T have explained, Government have got full sympathy with the 
main principle underlying the resolution, 

Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then why are you not accepting the 
res<iiution ? 

The Hen’bfe Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN: Sir, as I have said before, 
the resolution is in line witli the policy of the Government and that there 
is|iio harm in allowing the resolution to be passed. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I am very thankful to the 
Hon’ble Minister for giving u.s the assurance that a scheme prepared on 
the lines indicated in my resolution is at present under the consuleration 
of the Government. It is certainly a new^s to me. In the report of the 
Industries Department I have found a paragraph in which they have talked 
about tanning. But I am not interested in tanning and the murhis are 
also not interested in tanning. Tanning is a different thing altogether. 

Tim Hofi’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN 8 Sir, may I rise to say a 
few words just by way of personal explanation? In the Tanning Depart- 
ment of Government there is a department exclusively for shoe-making, 
and it is in this department that the mvrhin are being trained. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I think I may give some 
facts and figures that will help the departmenf to revise the 
scheme if they have already made some sort of a plan in regard 
to this matter. The facts are these: from the census figures I find that 
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the number of muchu ie dwindling. In ldll» thej were 455,000 in number; 
in 1921 they were reduced by nearly four lakhs; and in 1931 there was a 
further reduction. The result of this is that these lakhs of poor people 
for want of materials, patronage and capital, are driven to the plight of 
landless labourers and many tnousands died during the famine. These 
muchit are not only Hindus but Muslims also; it must not be forgotten that 
there is any number of Mussalmans among the mucKu. Their source of 
living consists in making shoes and other leather goods in the villages 
and sundry other thing^i They have been facing during the last ten years 
a serious competition from the great corporation of the Batas. In fact, the 
Baias are mainly responsible for killing this important cottage industry 
which is their principal source of livelihood. Sir, all that this resolution 
requests is to direct the Industries Department to buy leather from the 
tanneries and sell it to the muchu at cost price. Certainly, we have got a 
very big Department of Industry which purchases and supplies for the 
military worth crores and crores of rupees. Why don’t you ask the depart- 
ment to purchase Ils. 10,000 worth of leather and advertise to tl^e muchts 
so that they can come to the Industries Department and purchase it. We 
have a Commercial Museum also, and what is it doing? It is only advertis- 
ing fancy goods and Bata’s productions. If you enter the Museum, you 
will find yourself faced with these advertisements because tl»e Batas give 
the museum good fees. Can anybody deny that our muehis are in want and 
that for want of support they are leaving their profession and joining the 
landless brigades? All the grandiose things are being done in the 
Industries Department without reference to the needs of the poorer section 
of our community. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister to 
go into this question with the Director of Industries and at once start a 
scheme for the purchase of leather and to announce through the Press, or 
through other notices that the muchi$ can buy leather from Government at 
cheap rates. Let me relate a story relating to myself. I went to order a 
pair of shoes with the local murhis. The mnchi said that he had not the 
m()ney to buy leather, but even if he had the money he would be charged 
15 to 20 per cent, more for small quantities of leather than those who buy 
large quantities from the up-ccunlry merchants at Tangra and Colootolla 
who have monopolised the trade in leather. Our indigenous muehis, there- 
fore, have not tlie ghost of a chance to buy leather ec'onomicany. We know^ 
that hand-made shoes last longer and fit Wtter than ready-made slices and 
that hand-made shoes work up cheap in (he long run and are besides 
beneficial from the point of view of the users of the shoes, provided good and 
cheap leather is available. Hand-made shoes are much better thali machine- 
made shoes. I, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister to do his utmost to 
procure leather and supply it to the muehis, and arrange to have the shoes 
thus made exhibited for sale at the Industrial Museum. 

I am thankful to the Hon’ble Minister in charge who has given ihe 
assurance that a similar scheme is in his contemplation and on this assurance, 
I beg to withdraw my resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, can he withdraw the resolution 
without the consent of the whole House? 

Th« Hon*bto Mr. Khwajl SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I want to make my 
position clear on this point. I am grateful to my friend Mr. Boy Chow- 
ahury for accepting my suggestion 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has accepted 
the principle underlying Mr. Roy Chowdhury’s resolution and so no ques- 
tion of withdrawal ariee.s 

The Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have not accepted the 
resolution as it is, but I have signified my approval of the spirit underlying 
the resolution. 
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Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAt: I object to the withdrawal of the 
leBolution. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: After I have put it to the House, th«a 
it will be time for you to object. 

Is it the pleasure of the House to ailow Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdbury to 
withdraw his resolution? 

* Mr. LALIT CHAMDRA DAS: 1 object. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As the House in not unanimous in allow- 
ing him to withdraw, I now^ put it to vote. 

The Question J>efore the House is : that Council is of 

opinion uiat steps be taken io improve the indigenous shoe-mak- 
ing industry of Bengal as carried on by the muchtjt by sunply of 
leather purchased from big tanneries to Bengalee muc/ns at roaS%nablo prices 
and providing facilities to Bengalee mwcAw for making and selling shoes 
in at least fifty shops in Calcutta and Howrah, the rent of which is to be 
borne by Government for the first six months. ' 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYES— If. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. L. C. Oat. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. ilalpuria. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. 
ilan. 

Ral Bahadur B^ M. Maltra. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. MastuUiuddln Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Maazzamall Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Oofran. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Or 

For the resolution — 16; against the 
therefore, negatived. 


Mr. H. D. Malumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanablah. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharlaa. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. . 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahkfuiiaman. 


Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur S. M. 
Hotaln. 

Mr. Latafat H attain. 

Mr. Mohamad H attain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan* 

Mr. W. B. 0. Lakflaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Moila. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Mr. 4. W. R. Stavan. 

Dr. Katiruddin Talukdar. 

er, order. The House has divided, 
resolution — 22. The resolution is, 


Formulation of a oompratiensivo soliome for dovolopmont of indlgonoui 

drug industry, 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Next resolution, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal be urged upon to formulate and put into 
operation a comprehensive and well-planned scheme for the development of 
indigenous drug-industry in Bengal. 

Sir, this is a very simple 

Mr, BIREN ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. When we are 
to discuss this resolution which is a very important subject, the lion hie 
Minister in charge of the Forest end Excise Department which would pi ay 
a very effective part in the development of this industry should imve been 
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present in the House, but we do not find him here. I think that very scant 
courtesy is being shown to the members of this House when we are 
deliberating such an important matter. 

The Hofl’ble Mr^ Khwaja SHAHABUDDINs Sir, this matter is in my 
charge, and 1 am present here. As far as the -Excise Department is con> 
cernedf^they are concerned with the drug control order, and as far as the 
UMinufaeture of drugs is (xjncerned, it is the Industries liepartment which is 
administering it, and therefore I am the proper person to attend to whatever 
Mr. Biren Roy has got to say about it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, this simple resolution de^s with a very vital 
question affecting human and other livefe. This indigenous drug industry 
has fallen oft evil days. It is in a stage of decay not only in Bengal but 
in other provinces too. It was not so during the Hindu period and also 
during the Moslem regime. Even during the Buddhist period it catered 
to the needs of the vast poi)ulation of India. With the advent of foreign 
drugs, this industry has decayed, and we have felt it necessary to revive 
this industry during this great war. When the war broke out and continued 
for some time, there was scarcity of all kinds (»f foreign medicines to save 
human lives; I mean the medicines which used to he imported from foreign 
countries like (Germany, etc. Owing to the shrinkage in the sliipping space 
and h,ostilities with the principal source of supply, namely, Germany, the 
want of drugs wa.s increasingly felt and tlic result was that people began 
to suffer and die for want of proper treatment. 1 want to give a very brief 
descrijition of the state of things which obtained in the past, and to indicate 
what should be done to revive this industry. As regards the first point, we 
have tfot various books and literature of ancient times on the pharmacopoeia 
of indigenous drugs, regarding the development of the ayurvedic drug and 
medicine, (/oming later to the Moslem times, we find that the v'lumi (wliat 
is also (ialled tihht) system of medicine was also developed along with the 
ayurvedic system in India and Nawabs, Emperors and other big personages 
encouraged this industry in all possible ways. All the big hakims, kavirajet 
received stipends and salaries for the development of the drug industry. It 
is also gathered that big hospitals were started with salaried doctors and 
salaried nurses who used to go about the countryside treating the sick free; 
institutions were also built where this industry was developed by exjiert 
hakims and kavimjes. From the book named the Urban Socialism published 
by Mr. Mumtax in America, we find that there were big hospitals founded 
during the times of the Mussalman Emperors, thorughout tne world. In 
Alexandria, Bagdad and Samarkand, tne industry was encouraged and 
devalued by the staff which was engaged in research work. In this connec- 
tion, 1 may mention about the unaai and tihbi college of the late lamented 
Hakim Ajmal Khan. Thi.s college was establislied by him with laboratory 
and research departments wliere both unani and kaviraji vS^^tem were taught. 
Researches were made on both uruini and kaviraji systems of medicines and 
botli pundits and graduates joined this college. I know, Sir, some kavirajes 
in Chittagong who came out of this college. Some of them also came to 
Calcutta and were researching in the unani system of medicine. We find 
from hooks that there are about 2,000 plants which can be very effectively 
used for prejiaration of drugs. Out of 11,000 plants which are used for 
preparation of medicines, about 2,000 have been specifically mentioned. We 
now find that in India raw materials are available for preparing three-fourths 
of the medicines and drugs manufactured by British and other manufacturers. 
The ll4\searcb Laboratory of the School of Tropical Medicines has made up 
to this time experiments on 200 plants and from their report it is found 
that some of the plants are very suitable and effective for the treatment of 
the people of this country. Out of these 200 plants, the Tropical School has 
prepared some drugs and medicines which are of the standard of western 
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drugs and of great value for use in India and other countries. We know 
that before the war India used to manufacture only 15 [H'r cent, of the 
medicines required in India. 

Sir, there is a proverb that “Necessity is the mother of invention^' and 
bearing that in mind Indians have made great progrects in the drug industry. 
Indians now produ<'e about t>4 per cent, of the medicines and drugs for 
consumption in liulia'^and even many oi the mcdiidne-i produced or manu- 
factured by Indians are exported to other countries. So, in order to tlevelop 
thi^ industry it is necessary that more laboratf>rit*s, research institutes^ ajid 
big hospitals ehould be started, ihtkims and kartrajrs should be helped to 
make re.searches on the various plants of which mention has been made in 
various books and also - re.seurcbes should be carried on in uiodf'rn lines 
regarding the 2,(M)0 jdants mentioned in the books. It is regrettable that 
in Bengal there are very few dispen?tarie.s or research institutes which liave 
discovered indigenous medicines. In the Ignited Brovimes and other jiro- 
vinces during the regime of the (’ongress (lovernments, 1 find that a iiuinher 
of these hospitals have been started where the patients are being (reateil 
according to {nitirreda. tiijhi and unani systems. These systems cater to 
^bout 8(1 per cent, of the population of Bengal and it is also an admitted 
fact that facilities for mediial tn'utment is liopelessly inadetjuale in Bengal 
compared to wliat obtains in other part-s of India, It has been uscertaineil 
tlwit in Bengal there i^ one female tloctor for more than 2 laklis of women 
and one doctor for 4(bO(M) men. From the recent reixirt we liml that India 
r<‘(|uiies doot<»rs seven limes more tlnin what it is ut present ; nurses 2(1 times 
and health visitors 27 times more. 

There is another aspect of the matter. If (hose laboratorioH and 
reswirch institutes are opened, then many unemployed people will be pro- 
vided. It is admilted on all hands that wo, Bengalees, lag Udiind in respect 
of starting such research institutioiKs and Kuropeaii travellers who come to 
India have expressed surprise how' an advanced [»is>vince like Bengal can lag 
behind in this respect. 1’here is im adequate number of nurses and dixdors 
in Bengal }io.s|)itals to lake care ot the pe<jnle of Benggl. Therefore, 
medif'ine.s and medir-ijil trealinenl sh4)uld be developed in such a way tliat no 
one may die without pioiH*r treatment. 

In 1948 a dismal picture was prcHente<l to this country when for want of 
medicine and medical trealnieut people died like fjje.s, when cliildren arnl 
young people who wore the future l*opes of this Province died like cats and 
dogs. It wins then realised most strikingly that ahuig with dearth of 
medicine there w’as al.Ho d<«irtli -of doctors. Therefore, this is the proper 
time to come forward w'ith a proposal like thi.s. Kvery Provincial (ioverii- 
ment along with the Ontral (f<»vernmeiit are now engaged in preparing 
schemes for j>ost-war recon.st ruction. \ Sir, the purpose of m.v coming before 
this House with a resolution like thA is to impn*ss on the iion’blct Minister 
in charge the need for a well-planned scheme for the development of 
indigenous drug industry in Bengal. Sir, 1 hoj>e and trust that this reso- 
lution w^ill be accepted <ind not only accepted but will be acted upon, so 
that there may not be u rc^petitkm of the scene like that of 1948, and m that 
medical relief ifiay be brought wuihin e^isy reach of every hou^ieholder. 

Sir, there may be a question as to what methods are to be adopted for 
achieving this object. My .suggestion is that laboratories and research 
institutions should be established and more hospitals sh(»u]d In* started. 
There is another method of encouraging the development of this industry 
and that is by subsidi.sing }uikim$ and kttvirajes. These hakims and havirajrs 
should be made to practise their profession in the mufassil areas in order to 
popularixe indigenous medicines among the masses. Sir, with the adyoit of 
the English or foreign system of medicine a very clever and intelligent 
•action of the people induced the people to think that foreign medicine was 
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more efficacioue and more useful than the indi^nous drugs. Therefore, Sir, 
it would be the duty of the Government to subsidise the hakimt and kavirajet 
for popularising the indigenous drugs among the people there. » 

Again, if these hakivu and kavirajes make themselves very popular in 
the mufassil areavS and build up a good practice there, then the prejudice 
created by a very clever section of the people against this system of medicine 
will be dissipated. 

We generally find that the most famous hakims and kavirajes choose to 
practise in the towns where however there are a sufficient number of doctors to 
look after the needs of the townspeople. It is in the rural areas that doctors, 
katnrajes and hakims are most needed. As far as I remember, in the 
United Provinces this system of subsidy has been, introduced with good 
efiect and is doing well. In the Punjab also, as far as I remember, a scheme 
was prepared and put into operation but how far it has succeeded I do not 
know. But 1 may say again that in the United Provinces this system of 
subsidy has proved very successful and the number of kavirajes and hakims 
has been increasing. There is however the question of money. Those 
who practise indigenous medicines belong to the poorer section and accord- 
ingly cannot afford to esluhllsh any laboratory or any research centre for 
discovering new medicines and for popularising the existing ones. So they 
are in great need of help. Of course, I do not support the idea that (he 
beneficent sarkar will do everything and we shall do notliing. If only 
Government will be good enough to subsidise and enr-ourage the establish- 
ment of dispensaries and institutions for this purpose, tliat will greatly help 
these ])e()])lc to revive tlie indigenous industry. Sir, in my resolution I have 
used the worde “well-planned schenm’’. That scheme should include all 
aspects of the question and it should be prepared by exj>erts on the subject. 
Whenever a demand is made for a scheme or a plan, it vsometiines comes in 
drihlete and not in the shape of a well-thoughtout and comprehensive scheme. 

I am glad to find tiiat the present Ministry is making euch well-planned and 
comprehensive plans and is trying to }>ut them into action. I hope therefore 
that our Ilon’ble Minister who is doing so much for the encouragement of 
other industries will do his best to revive this most important industry which 
conc/crns the ^ople of this Province so vitally. With these words, I com- 
mend my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Resolution moved : that tliis Council is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal be urged upon to formulate and 
put into operation a comprehensive and well-planned scheme for the develop- 
ment of indigenous drug industry in Bengal. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Mr. Deputy President, for the adequate supply of 
essential drugs for the sick and the poor in this country, indigenous drugs 
industry will have to be developed on sound and rational lines. We under- 
stand that members of an Industrial Planning Mission have been touring 
around and are at work but they have not taken any effective measures for 
the growth of such industries and their approach and treatment towards 
these industrial concerns has neither been sympathetic nor helpful. 

Sir, in pre-war days this country had a few chemical concerns and some 
essential indigenous ^rugs were produced. But as things stand at present, 
if properly encouraged even with all handicaps, they will enable the Indian 
manufacturers to supply 60 to 70 per cent, of the total requirements of drugs 
in India. 

It may not be out of place to mention here that a country like Australia 
witbin the last two years of this war has been able to develop her drug 
industry with such speed and effectiveness that whereas before tne war she 
used to import practically most of her medicinal requirements, she is now 
not only meeting the full quota pf her internal consumption bnt is actually 
exporting various kinds of British Pharmacopoeial preparations abroad 
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moluding eTen this countrj*. This has been made possible through ©IfectiTe 
hiftlp rendered by England and also by United States of America. 

Real development of Indian drug industry will make it }Missible for India 
to be self-sufficient in the matter of essentia) drugs and this can be achieved 
only bv rational organisation and a well^lanned scientific development of 
this side of her industry with its unciilary tine and heavy chemical factories 
and pharmaceutical edtffcation as unaniuKmsly recommended by the Drugs 
Enquiry Committee, known as the Chopra CommitU*e, as far Inu k as 

Although the Indian I>rugs Act came into being in 1940, its iinplciueut- 
ing is long overdue. A drug control order came into force in 1940, on 
account of scarcity of essential and important drugs, but unfortunately the 
‘‘natural channel*’ of distribution has not been adopted, i.e., hospitals, 
doctors, and ])atients. On tlie other hand, it is Inung made operative through 
executive channels in utter disregard of ac'tualities. In this Control Order 
in Part II of Schedule A, such British Pharmacopijcial preparation as 
insulin, pituitrin,, aspirin, etc., liave been noted as proprietary dnigs though 
they are not recognised as such by the Indian Drugs Act, 19i0. The prices 
fixed for such articles in this Schedule not only vary widely but are rated 
at a much higher figure than similar substances enlisted in Part 1 of 
Schedule A, i.e., produced here from fine raw materials by lot'al manufac- 
turers even though these may he of the standard of purity as recognised by 
yie British and U. S. Pharmacopoeia. 

To make the pinition more absurd, the fine chemical and other essential 
raw materials fur the production of essential drugs as are included in Part 
III, have been rated in such a manner and so little of these materials ar^ 
imported that these are either unavoidable t(* the essential drug manufac- 
turers in this country or are available only at “hlack-markel” rates, thereby 
making it impo.ssihle to place in the market such essential Indian prepara- 
tions at rates noted in tile ('ontrul Order. This position must have to bo 
substantially altered. What should bo done is that instead of allowing 
the importation of finished and well-pueked British Pharmu(‘ 0 )Mjeial prepara- 
tions taking a lot of shipping space, essential ingredients taking a very much 
smaller space should be imported in bulk in sufficient quantity to allow 
for increased production of drugs in India and then by effectively control- 
ling its price and distribution these drugs should be made available at 
economic prices to India’s millions. 

In the meantime, a Central Drugs Laboratory and Provincial Drugs 
Laboratories as recommended by the Drugs Enquiry Committee of 1930 
may be established to check the standards purity of all indigenous drugs 
manufactured before these' are put on the market for sale. 

The Indian manufacturers are also faced with an insuperable problem 
not only as regards lack of suitable machineri«*s but also of such essential 
stuff as fuel and spirit or absolute alcohol required as a base for essential 
spirituous extracts and tinctures. We find instead advertisements in most 
01 the papers now-a-days of Indian nqade foreign liquors of various brands 
flooding the market thereby creating an impression that everything is set 
for the profiteers to effectively drug the people insiear] of helping them by 
providing spirit for cheap anff large scale manufacture of useful and essential 
drugs to relieve their suffering. As I was saying before in this connection 
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Forest and Excise should have been 
present here to usefully add to the discussion and deliberation of this House 
eo that we might have learnt from him how the manufacture and production 
of quinine and cinebona are going on in Kalimpong and in Darjc‘eling 
districts as well as the production and distribution of the quantity of*aIcohnl 
for medicinal purposes as compared to the allowance of spirit and other 
things for the manufacture of Indian made foreign liquor. These figures 
are not available apd perhaps it may not be available to us for a long time. 
This House should recommend that spirit and absolute alcohol should 
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be made available to indigenoua drug manufactures in larger quantities to 
provide for cheap and indigenous essential drugs and tinctures for the public 
and thus really help the growth of indigenous drug industry in this country. 

Mr. BANKIM OHANDRA MUKHERdEEs Sir, I have great pleasure 
in supporting the resolution that has been moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. The resolution seeks to bring before the (loveriiment a 
problem which is now very serious and urgent. liow, Sir, due to dithcultiea 
about imports we are not getting the inedicine.s that used to come hefort; and 
to which we were accustomed in spite of the fact that we liad indigenou.s 
drugs under the Ayurveda and rnani .systems which could have supplied 
all the re<[uiremcnt/s of llengal, nay, of the whole of British India, We 
have left thofi(‘ inedicine.s to be prepared by the kavimjes and hakims 
according to their own shasfras and method but there is no means of 
examining whether those people are giving us genuine medicines or not. 
Therefore, I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge of fhe Depart- 
ment of Industries jbo consider whether he cannot immediately start a 
laboratory on the lines of the British Pharmacopoeia for the purpose of 
providing suitable methods so that these indigenous drugs may bt* rei-ognised 
by (bjvernment with sperdfij ations on lines similar to what takes place in the 
case of drugs ]»rej)ared in the laboratories of the British Pharniacojxeia iiinler 
the guidance of the British (lovernment. 

Ah a matt(‘r of fact, I have discussed with many eminent dortors who 
are of ihe opinion that if tliis system is taken iij) by (lovernment. then 
we can easily oust the foreign medicines and practicullv about 70 to 00 per 
cent, of medicines maji^ be supjdied with ihe help of indigenous drugs. As a 
giatter of fact, that has alsr» been jiointed out by Mr. Nur Ahmed in moving 
the resolution. The only important thing with regard to this matter is 
that (lovernment should take up this matter. I w'ant Government to take 
up this subject in right earnest. Indeed, this is the most ojijioitune time 
wdieri it should [>e <lone. We know that during tin* last year’s distress 
quinine was not availahle. J)r. B. (\ Boy, an eminent jdiysieian, found 
out a sulwtitute in the rhatnn plant whieh is available in Tbuigal in 
plenty, lie prepared some pills out of this rhatim jjlant whieh worktul 
wonderfully well during the la.st distress and to a great extent the want of 
quinine was solved in some of the ureas where these pills were used. 1 may 
also give another instance for the llon’ble Minister’s information. The 
Servant of India Society with headquarters possibly in Allahabad or Bombay 
was preparing mauv ustdul medicinevS .with the herbs available in India 
wliich were also prixlucing wonderful etfect. As a matter of fact, during tlie 
last distress I got a supply of these medicines from the Servant of India 
Society. I distributed them to the various dislre.ssed areas and I found 
them working very suc(*essfully. The Servant of India Society have got 
medicines not only for fighting malaria but for other diseases, such as 
dysentery, diitlueuza, etc. 

With these wmrds, I support the resolution moved by my friend Mr. Nui 
Ahmed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting 
the resolution moved by my friend Mr, Nur Ahmed. In this connection, 
I should point out that we on this side of the Homse are always prepared 
to support resolutions even when moved by the Government .Party, 
provided they are found to be conducive to the w’elfare of the country. 

Sir, a resolution like this is long overdue and should have be^n moved, 
carried and given effect to long ago. The expenditqre of the Government 
on heads Medical and Public Health in the last Budget was 9 lakhs 60 
thousand and 1 lakh and 65 thousand, totalling 11 lakhs 25 thousand. 
Of iliis amount every rupee is spent on the Western system of medicine 
and a large sum is spent on imported medicines which constitute a drain 
from this poor country. I beg leave to point out that I am not 
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oppo^d to the \V Of^tern sy^steiii of tnedit'ine such hut only to its mouo- 
^lising* our attention and purse. The revenue of the (Government is collec'ted 
from the common people and it is onl\ mete and proper that in all measures 
taken by the (roverninent their views and will should prevail. What do we 
find in practice}^ In this city X‘oriri#;i and alloputhii' practit ioners are doin|i||; 
well side by side and the carninirs of the be^i hirtntj are not less than tinwe 
of the best allopath. Dr. Siirendra Nath Das (rupta, lately IVinripal, 
Sanskrit Collej^e, said in a meeting that though many allopaths imduding 
some with Hritish degrees could not earn atiything, not a single harirnj was 
unemployed. This is perfectly true. 

The most backward among them wdll earn their livehltood b\ .selling 
vajfknr lahan in this dyspepsia-ridden land. In Visuddanand ('liaritable 
Dispensary, Amherst Street. Marwari Hindu Hospital at Harrison Hoad, 
Tularam (ioenka (’haritable Disoeiisary at Salkia, Howrah. imHln incs hi»th 
allopathic and kaviniji are snp])lied free to the j)oor and both systems are 
equally patronised by people. It is a pleasant thing to see a large number 
of our Muhammadan brethnui in the erow'<| at these <lispensaries. 

I understand from a fritunl of mine timt oui Chief Minister the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin is a patn>n of AyurvtMli(‘ medicine in bis owui house- 
hold. Why shoubi then (rovtunnnoit »lispensari(‘s serve allopathic imulicines 
only y If the (iovernment run everywhere a knvtrujt dis])emsary side by side 
with allopathic, a grejit bciictil will be coiHerred upon tlic p(‘oplc and li» do 
this the (joverninent will Iia\t* to lielj) the indigenous «lrug industry. 
I>1’. Hidhan Chandra H(»y lias said llmt tw'o crores of people ai«‘ affectcal with 
diseases. With the rainy s(*as()n malaria will do havoc and douhle tin* 
nunibt‘r. The supply (d western medicines is limited hy \Nar cornlilioas 
and (‘ven if we vry otirs<dves hoarse v\(* cannot get more than otic-thntisandf li 
part of our r<M{uircincnts ol wcstcrji medicine. Shouhl millions die tn 
Bengal on (hat aceotint U'e (ain manufacture large' (jUanlitH's ot ayurvedic 
ineilicines by fitianiiig Lannijty in a ceuitral spot fir in f‘ach ilistnct and 
distribute tht'in througli ( lovtu-tiinent flis]H‘nsari(vs to be startf'fl lor tln^ 
purpose witli salarif'd /v/ /v/v/// .>. I’he ery of tin* hour is “Medicine', iiniif' 
iru'dicirie”. Inipfirts being- liinitcfl there cannot be a more oppfirtune moment 
for firganising- the indigenous drug industry than imw . As legards tin* 
triuinjdis fd the ayurvcil, (he time at our disposal is inucli too small for a 
recital thereof in dc'tail. Tin' worl<l-n*iiowfied Herman firm of C. MfU’ck is 
iiiaiiiifactiiriiig- mahumulh unj , In treatment fd leprosy Sir Ct'oiiard ICigfUs 
liufl recourse to cUahinufiui and his discovery ol the saline 1realmt*nt of 
cholera is atiributed by many tif similar treatment [irevalenl among 
indij.:enoUs jiractil ioiHu-.s in the ilistrict of Midnapfin*, tin* flilVerencf* bf*ing 
that (hf* latter cut slightly the palms fil iln* jiatient in paralb‘1 struig-ht lines 
and ap]>lied salt. Sir H. N. ('liopra’s treatmenl id aimebic dysentery with 
has been accejitefl by the western world. Jf the State serve tin* 
uyurvedif systf*m witli half the zeal that they have devoterl for ni'arly two 
centuries to tin* Wf‘steni system, millions <d deaths will b<* f‘lVe< lively 
jirevented evf'rv year and the results thus obtained will revfd iit ion Ise the 
nn'thofl ot medical treatmenl <if the wlnde w-orld. There is a Bengalee 
practitioner with no medical d(‘grcc who has made mone\ f»y curing Kurop4*un 
ladies in an East Indian Hailuay f-filony suflering fnmi diarrlnea aftf*r chibl- 
birth simply bv j>res< ribing sotip of “//fi/o/Ari/” and In* has got such a 
reputation that European ladie.s ot other railway colonies call him. 

What I have said regarding help to ayurv'ed applies equally to the hnkinn 
system. Onl.v Government money should be spent in the prftporiion of 
patients coming to kaviraji and h/tkimi dispensaries, the doors of which will 
necessarily be thrown open to all without distinction of race and ndigion. 
If we (taniiot flo all this but siiiqdy gf> on ropyiof^ the fo-og/jirnnif* oj mir 
British guardians which has benefited their mother cotintry finam iallv C»r 
two centuries, all our vaunted talk of provincial autonomy, elected legisla- 
ture and responsible ministry will be meaningless. Encouragement and 
all possible facilities should also be given to firms like the Bengal ( hemic , 
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Bengal Immunity, etc., ho that they may manufacture more indigenous 
western inedicine in this country. All financial assistance within the provi- 
sions of the State-Aid to Industries Act should be given to firms manufactur- 
ing medicines. While taking every precaution that not a single rupee of 
the publii; is lost, earnest efforts should be made so that the said Act does not 
remain a dead letter as till now but turns out to be a beneficent measure 
conferring immense benefits upon the people. 

With these words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution before tlie 
House. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, 1 am afraid there is some confusion 
of idea about the resolution moved b> Mr. Nur Ahmed. That confusion is 
particularly emphasised by the speech of Mr. Biren Roy who spoke on a 
8ui»ject entirely different from the subject-matter of the residutioii. As 
far as 1 can understand from the sjieech ot Mr. Nur Ahmed, lie wants that 
the indigenous system of medicines and drugs should lie developed and 
encouraged. In speaking on the resolution, he referred to the ayurvedic 
and uiuini systems of medicines. What he intended was that in addition to 
Allopathic and other systems of western medicines wliich are used in this 
country, wo should encourage indigenous medicines which exist in India : 
they should he rehabilitated. Everybody will support the spirit of such a 
resolution. But I would point out the difficulties in giving a practical 
effect to the resolution. Many peojile know that before allojmthic and 
homeopathic systems came into India the original system of nu‘(licine that 
was in vogue here was eitlier knvirajt or tihhi. There were many instances 
of serious cases being c,ured l>y these systems of treatment. As a matter of 
fact, ^^e liuve heard (hat kanrujes and Itakinis were so efficient at tliat lime 
that in case of pardaiuishi n ladies who did not a)>]>ear before a doctor they 
used to tie a string on the wrist of the ladies and from outside tliey could tell 
what the disease was, siini»ly b\ toucliing the olluu* end ot the string. Of 
course, this may h(‘ an exaggerattal story. Hut the fact is that there were 
efficient knnrajrs and /inkimx at that time. Tlie diffi(‘ulty is that (ju account 
of luck of enct)uragenient since the adniinistrat ion of this (‘ountrv was taktui 
over hy the British, these medicines gradually decayed. Owing to the 
officieiu'y of the orugnisation of the Alh>pathi(! system, we >ee in operation 
today the doctrine of the survival of the fittest. Ulie encouragement and 
development of science and the education which lias been received may 
now eiuibfi* the development of the imligem»iis systtun of mdicines to be 
undertaken with a lair chance of success against the competition of the 
western systems of treatment. And no Minister or Oovernimuit will say 
“no” to what Mr. Nur Aluued wants; but what 1 feel is tliut the main 
difficulty in the way of (loverninent will be to fix a standard of pharinaco- 
puua of these systems. For instance, we know about the preparation of 
well-known indigenous medicines such as vktayaJudh ya yhrita and 
chahhanapraxx or similar things. It is very difficult to fix a standard of 
pharma(a)pada for these medicines. One kariraj uses greater portion of one 
ingredient and another may use greater portion of another ingredient. So 
the effect will not be the same; and there is no check about it. Similarly, 
in tlH‘ case of unam medicines and other medicines, we do not know which 
is real and which is not, because there is no established pharmacopiKia 
according to which those niedicinevS are prepared. We can know the strength 
of timturc atid otiicr things. We cannot know whether hhuxkar lahatia, 
which is very favourite with Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, is prepared by a 
parti('ular kaviraj according to the sfuixtras. Therefore the first thing 
Government should do is to establish the Faculty of Ayuiweda and Unani. 
But in spite of Government’s best intention, they found very great difficulties 
to establish these things in the proper way. Moreover, it is very difficult 
to ascertain who is a quack and who is a real hakim. There are only two 
colleges, one at Delhi and other at Lucknow, which give diplomas and there 
are others who are learning these things as hereditary tradition or by 
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reading tran8la<ion of original booka. These |)eople who thus leara from 
private sources will oppose any systeniatie establivshineiit of Tibbi or 
Ayurvedic (’olleges. 

Then comes the question of patroiia#i^>}, not putroimgc from (nnerniuent 
alone but patronage from the people themselves. Now, if there is u dis- 
penaary of allopathic medicines and side by side then* is a kariraji dispen- 
sary, you will see that people will go to the allopathic dispensary, specially 
if a person suffers from malaria, and 90 per cent, of the patients suffer from 
malaria. The reason is that he knows tliat quinine is the <mly remedy to 
cure malaria. Seeing this mentality many clever kuvirujes give haris (^pills) 
inside which there is quinine. So, (loveriiment in spite of (heir best inten- 
tion cannot give effect to this sort of vague resolutior, although I am sure 
that the Hon’ble Ministers will put their heads together and evolve a system 
by which they will be able to solve the problem, perhaps not in a day or in 
month but in the near future. 

As regards the production of quinine and otluu' things here, there can 
be no difference of oju'niou that (toverninent so far have not done a.s much as 
they could have done. Perhaps they did not feel the necessity on account of 
the fact that quinine used to be imported from other countries. Unfortunately, 
thi^i supply lia'i been .stopped and now (bwerninent have turned their atten- 
tion to increast* the production of quinine here, if is not a question of one 
day. The jdants must grow. (Mr. JIarida.s MA/cMiiAa : \N’liat about 
the substitute of quinine)^) W'ell, as regards that you must re(|iiire quinine 
to mix tJiaf iij) with (dihatim and evaui so tliere is eamsideruhle <hffeiem‘e of 
opinion as regards the* efficacy of this mixture. Of course*, I am not an 
expert anel I cannot say wliether that mixture* is a goexl substitute' or not. 

W ith these* uoreis, f certainly su|»port the revsediition of Mr. .\«n- Ahmed, 
though I unde‘rstaiul that there are* difficultie's in the* W’ay of its e*xee*ution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Oreler. order. 1 aelje>urn tin* House till 
d p.m. f)n Monday, tin* HHli July, 1944 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourneel till J p.m. on Monday, the* lOtli Jul^, lfl44. 



im MEMBERS ABSENT, [7th Jn,Y,1944.]^ 

Mambert AbmiL 

The following mem hers were absent from the meeting held on the 7th 
July, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Eai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Huniayun Ueza (’howdhury. 

(5) Mr. Kliorshed A lam (Jiowdhury. 

(G) Mr. C. K. Clarke. 

(7) Mr. D. J. (\)hen. 

(8) Mr. Kamirii Kumar Ihitta. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(11) Mr. R. S. PuiHsell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Kuhinan. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sauyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sessiofit 1944 — No. 55. 


The Council met m the Lef^islative Chamber of the Lej^islativo 
Buildinpr, Calcutta, on Monday, the lOlh July, 1944, at 3 p.ra., iMniiff the 
fifty-fifth day of tlie First Session of 1944, pursuant to section (>2(-w)(fi) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Uon’hle Sir Buoy Pras.u) Sinuh Hoy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


Point of Information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I rise on a point {»f information? 
May 1 draw your attention to Pule 24 of the Council Procedure Pules which 
provides that ‘‘the first hour of every meetinjj^ shall 1)0 available for the 
asking and answering of question'*? Now, Sir, it would appear from the 
statement circulated to u.s today that as many as 110 questions, including 
58 of the current .session yet remain to he answered. Now, Sir, ivhen there 
are so many (luestions to he answered, 1 <hj not undtustand why we are not 
getting the first hour for this purpose and wliy Pule 24 should he violated? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there is no accumulation in the Council 
Department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May be there is no accumulation in the 
Council Department. But can there be no remedy? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We have repeatedly drawn the attention of the 
Treasury Bench to this mutter during the current session not once, twice 
or thrice hut probably four times. I have found myself a])Solutely helpless, 
ami J must leave it to the g(M>d .senst* of the Hon’h le Min isters. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you allow mo, Sir, to move an 
adjournment motion on the subject of the indifference of Government to 
answer questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It is not for me to make any suggestion on that 
point. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, may 1 pul forward 
an alternative suggestion in this matter? The suggestion is that you 
adjourn the House. You can adjourn the House for non-compliance by 
Government with your directions in the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Chair is not prepared to non-co-operate with 
the Government. I am here to conduct the business of the House; all that 
1 can do, therefore, is to appeal to the Ministers so that they might try to 
expedite replies to the outstanding questions. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, you are also the 
custodian of the rights and privileges of this House; it is entirely in your 
bands to keep our prestige and privilege intact. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, when so many things are going on 
between the Chair and ourselves, the members of the Treasury Bench hero 
are fistening to all these but are not uttering a single word as to what 
they intend to do in respect of answering theis© questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I hear the Hoii'ble the Leader of the House 
on this point ? 
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TIm Hoa’ble Khan lUhaiiyr SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAlNs 

1 think, Sir, that it is nothing unusual to hare only 58 questions outstanding 
in such a long session. Twenty-five of these questions are in respect of the 
Civil Supplies Department and only 12 in respect of the Home Department. 
There are very few such questions in respect of the other departments; if 
all these 58 questioiiH are excluded, then only 52 questions remain pending, 
1 do not think that it is a very unusual figure. If the old records are 
examined, the same thing will oe found. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Not to the same extent, I am 
sure. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Government are deliberately trying not 
to answer these questions. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not admit that. The largest number of questions that are outstanding 
are in respect of the Civil Supplies Department which, as the House knows 
very well, is a very heavy department, and in respect of the Home Depart- 
ment only 12 questions are outstanding. Then, again, at no time in the 
parliamentary era were so manj' questions asked in respect of these depart- 
ments; so you must realise that we have our difficulties and our staff too 
has not been strengthened for preparing answers to questions. Therefore, 
we have to do as best as wo can to answ’er the questions. I may repeat 
that in regard to the other departments only u few (luestions are outstand- 
ing this session, namely, five in the Education Department, four in the 
Finance Department, one in the Keveniie De])artnient, one in the Commu- 
nications and Works Department, etc., while it is only in respect of the 
Civil Sujiplies and Home Departments that a somewhat large number of 
questions are pending. This is due to the very large number of questions 
that are being asked relating to matters concerning them, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA pA8: It seems that the Treasurj^ Bench is not 
even repentant at all. I think our rules contemplate that questions of one 
session should be all answered in the course of the same session, and so the 
Treasury Bench should not take refuse under the plea that this has been 
done also previously. This sort of attitude we do not approve of. And an 
explanation is given wdiich is not w'orth having; not even a promise that 
they will try to expedite the answers, and not even a word of repentance. 
That is exactly wdiy they are losing their popularity and their supporters 
are dwindling. This is the manner in which they are carrying on the 
administration of the country. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

What is the good of making a promise which cannot be fulfilled P I do not 
like to make any promise whidi I cannot fulfil. Firstly, I must say that 
a very large number of questions are being put in respect of the two 
departments. Every one know^s how hard-pressed the Hon^ble Minister for 
Civil Supplies is iu>w-a-days and in respect of his department only, 64 
questions are outstanding from the year 1942 which I submit is not at all 
tiiiusual, because in abnormal times abnormal things must occur. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Leader of the House has drawn 
attention only to the Ministry of Civil Supplies as if no other departments 
are at fault. The Home Department is responsible for as many as 
12 outstanding questions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, 12 outstanding questions in such a long 
session do not appear to he abnormal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In your view it may not be unusual, 
Sir, but at least some sort of explanation ought to be fortncoming from the 
Ministers concerned as to why answers to these questions have been delayed. 
Then, again, if you leave out the questions outstanding for the present 
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M> 0 flk>D» why should questions from the year 1942 to 1943, number- 
ing 52, still remain pending? I may state that for the Home 
Department alone as many as 10 questions w*ere pending up to 1943 and for 
the year 1943, 51 questions relating to all the departments are pending 
still — not to speak of the present yesir. explanation has been given 

by the Ministers in charge of these departments. An explanation has been 
given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture because be has one 
question unausweyed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it arises in this way. It is certainly 
one of the privileges of the members of this Hmifw to get answers to ques- 
tions. The questions relate to matters of public interest and it is in order 
to get from the Government information w^hich could not otherwise be 
secured and sometimes also to draw' the attention of the Government to a 
w'rong which can bo remedied through local agencies and in cases \yhere 
drastic and quick steps are necessary that notices of questions are given, 
because under our rules questions are to be answered in 15 days. The 
statement of the Leader of the House wdiich, after all leaves <iui two of the 
most important departments of the (iovernnu'nt , seems to he very 
very strange indeed! If you leave the Kiiro[)eans and supporters of 
Government, how' many votes the Ministers will conimand? The arguments 
of the Hon’hle Leader of the House seem to be on similar lines. If the two 
important departments are left out, the number of miestions left over by 
the other deparlmeiits w'ill certainly be very small. Why should we leave 
out tw'o of the most imptutant deimrtinents ? *So far as the statement made 
by the Leader of the House reganling the hard-working Minister in charge 
of Civil Supplies is concerned, every one is over- worked in his job. liut 
if a person is not equal to his job, his work should be split up or be may 
give up his j<»b ami make room for better men. If the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned cannot cop(‘ with the job he is entrusted with, let liim say so and 
let the I^eader of the House say that flu* Minister of Civil Supplies is not 
able to eope with the work. If that is so, he should give up the j(d), 
especially when today he has some of the v<*ry best men ol the Bengal 
Civil Service to help his department and be has got more officials higher 
in the list than any other department of the Government. It is as a ]iart 
of his duty that he is doing otlier duties; but this is just as important as 
his other task.s t(» whicli he .should devote his attention. Now, it he cannot 
answer the questions and cannot d<> these things in time, let the depart- 
ment be sjdit up. Asking of question/^ is an important privilege of the 
House and it is no less important work of the Hon’ble Minist<*r to answer 
them than his other w'ork. You will remember that you yourself adjourned 
the House for a short ])eriod in order U» for('4' the Minister’s entry into the 
House to answer que.slinns — you have done so and yonr nnHlecessor bad also 
done so. You havt* said. Sir, that you your.self are lielpless in the matter 
since you have requested the (joveriinieni many times to (*xj»edite answn'rs to 
qiiestions. But Government have not yet responded to your benign advice. 
Would you now, 8ir, kindly advise us in what w'ay we can take up the 
matter and as.sert our privTleges, so that there may not be any recurrence 
of such a state of things? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir you arc an experienced parliamentarian : 
you know what you sliould do in the mutter. But all I jiropose is that 1 
want to take up tlie matter once more w'ifh (he Hon’ble Ministers and I 
hope to come to a .satisfactory solution. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. All right, Sir, we shall then wait and after 
you have tried if the position remains as now, w*c must find some means to 
force the unw’illing Minister.? to give answ'ers to questions. 

IMr. PRESIDENT • I am assured by the Hon’ble Minister in chnrgo of 
Civil Supplies that most of the questions in his department will be answered 
in the course of the next week. I think that is hopeful. (‘*Yes” from 
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iKJveral members.) Let us now proceed with the questions which were 
passed over on pie 5th July last owing to the absence of the Hon'ble 
Minister for Civil Supplies. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Soft coke. 

196 Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleast'd to state — 

(a) if he is aware that tihe price of soft coke, an indispensable com- 
modity for cooking food of j»oor and inifldle classes, specially in 
Calcutta and industrial areas, owing to the paucity of the supply 
of the wood fuel here, has been fixed by the Central Government 
at Ks. 17 per ton f.o.r. colliery siding; 

(/>) if he is aware tliat the corresponding pre-war price was Rs. 3 to 

Rs. 4; 

(r) if he is aware that the c<>st of production of soft coke at the colliery 
at present does not exceed Rs. (i jH»r ton; 

(d) if he is aware that the present exorbitant rate of Rs. 17 per ton has 

been offered as a weightage to soft coke producing collieries 
which do not get a sufficient number of wagons to keep them 
going and jiractically at the exf)en8e of the consumer; 

(e) if he is aware that colliery owners prefer the supply of a sufficient 

numlM‘r of wagons to an extraordinary rate in price; and 
(/) if the Government of ffengal propose to make representations to the 
<yentrul Government to put an <*nd to this state of affairs in the 
bcvst interests of the small colliery owners and tlie consumers 
alike ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy) : (a) The present price of soft coke fixed 

by the Central Gov(*rnibent is Its. Hi j»er ton f.o.r. colliery siding. 

(b) The eorresponding }>re-war price was between Rs. 3-8 and Rs. 5-8. 

(c) to (c) 1 am not aware. 

(/) No. So far as J am aware the increase in rate is due to the high cost 
of coal raisings wlrich is the result of increased labour and other production 
(‘Osts. 1 understand that the matter is constantly under examination and 
review by the Government of India. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDARs W itb regard t(j {^r) to (cH siiue the 
Hon’ble Minister says that he is not aware of these facts, would he please 
empiire and reply to all these questions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Is that a question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr, Mazumdar, your allegation is that cost of 
j)roductioii has increased, etc. He says that he is not aware of the fact 
and he refutes your allegation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Did the Hon'ble Minister enquire? 

The Hori’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; As regards the question of 
cost of raising and cost of production, etc,, it is a matter for the Govern- 
ment of India, and they are enquiring into the matter constantly; the 
i^rovineial Government has nothing to do except to carry on the orders of 
the Government of India. Therefore, in this regard I do not feel called 
upon to make an enquiry. 
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Stock of foodgrains rondorod unSt for human oonsumiition. 

m. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hou’ble Minister ia 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department l»e pleased to state — ' 

(<i) if he is aware of the fact that a huge stock of foodgrains supplied 
hy the (lovernment of India laie feeding of Cj|Jcuttu aiHl the 
industrial areas has bt'i'U sjwiled and rendered unhygienic by 
the recent hi^wy showers in (^jleulta; 

(b) if the reply to part itt) 1k' in the aHiriiiative, whether tlie Govern- 
ment propose to distribute the sai<l stiill so rendered inifit for 
Iiuinan consumption to the various ration sliops here or districts 
outside Calcutta; and 

(r) if not, (i) what will become of tjie said damaged stuff, and (ti) wlln» 
will Ih? responsilde for the damage of smdi a valuahle sto<*ky 

The Hcfl'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {n) It is not correct to say 
that a hugt* stock of foodgrains supplied hy the (lovernment of India for 
Calcutta and the industrial areas has been spoiled and rendered unhygienic 
hy heavv showers in Calcutta; as a matter of fact the damage cuushhI has 
l)een negligible. 

(h) Does not arise*. In any case (lovernment do not propose at any time 
to distribute rice or other foodgrains unfit for human consumption to ration 
shops in Calcutta or to districts in llengal. 

(r) Dws not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (</), will the HniCblo 
Minister be })leased to state what is, in his estinnites the ext«*nt of the 
damage caused Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8« SUHRAWARDYs Somewhere in the region of 
1 per cen t , 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Without giving the percentage of the 
damage*, will tlie llon’hle Minister please stat4> the damage in terms of 
niaunds or in terms of money? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I am afraid, 1 cunnoi 
answer that as 1 liavt* not got sufficient data for that. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: AVhat is the amount of damaged foodstuffs 
supplied hy tlie (jovernment of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: f have no information of the 
total amount ot foodstuffs sup})lie<l by the (lovernment of Imlia; }»ut us 
regards the amount of foodstuffs supplied by tlie (lovernment of India for 
the feeding of (’aleutta, well, with regard to tfiat I am almost eeitain that 
nothing has been daniag<*d ex<*ept what came in a damaged condition. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of the answer just now given, 
18 it not a fa<'t that liefore the foodstuffs are sent to Ifengal th(u-e is a 
machinery of the Government of Bengal in tlie (lov<*rnment of India to 
inspect the (juality of foodstuffs that are being sent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I submit tliis question does 
not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I think, Sir, you are to decide wbicli supple- 
mentary does arise and which does not arise out of a question and it is not 
for the H on’ble Minister to say which question docs not arise. 1 think. 
Sir, it is for you to decide. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, we received damaged 
foodgrains of poor quality and it is not possible for the Ooverninent of 
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Bengal that muat receive foodj^raina to refuse foodgrains. We have set 
up a machinery wherever possible to inspect quality of foodgrains, but 
there must be some amount of tolerance and allowance. 

Mr. iHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is there no officer on 
behalf of Government to inspect the foodstuffs that come from the Central 
Government before they are accepted? 

Tha Hoil*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no question of food> 
grains ])«*ing accepted. They are sent here, and it is not open to the 
Government of Bengal to refuse or send bark the foodgrains. Tne Railways 
will not take them back. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the Government of 
India have said tliat tliey did not send rotten foodstuffs to Bengal and that 
the Government of Bengal can in.speet these foodstuffs at the source? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The Government of India 
may say wl»at they like. The whole matter is extremely complicated. The 
miestion of insjKHtion of foodstuffs is subject to tolerance and allowance. 
Tlierc is a considerabb* amount of corre.sj)on<lciice and circulars on the 
matter, and it cannot Iw answered in an off-hand manner. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the H on’ble Minister be pleased to 
wtate whetlier it is a fa(;t tlud a huge stock of foodgrains w’ere kept in the 
Botanical (iarden without any cover whatsoever and that they were damaged 
during tlie rains? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This question, I submit, 
does not arise out of this question. Still I shall answer it. In the first 
place, it is not a fact that foodgrains were kept in the Botanical Garden 
without cover. They were kept under cover and they were very well 
covered by tarpaulin in the best military manner. In the second place, they 
were not foodgrain.s for the feeding of Calcutta but they were foodgrains 
which came much earlier and which were kept in our godowns here. In 
order to receive the foodgrains for the feeding of Calcutta we had to empty 
these foodgrains by putting them into the Botanical Garden. 

Insufficieficy of the ration for manual labourers and children. 

188. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplie.s Department be pleased to statue — 

(«) if he is aware that the ration of rice and atfa sanctioned for 
manual labourers, including tihose employed in the private house- 
holds, is quite insufficient; 

(b) if he is aware that the ration of rice and ntta sanctioned for grow- 

ing boys and girls up to the age of 12 is also insufficient; 

(c) if the answers to part (a) and (ft) l)e in the affirmative, whether the 

Government consider the desirability of increasing the said 
ration in consultation wdtli the Public Health Department; and 

(d) if so, when the final decision on the subject is expected? 

The Hon’blc Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) and (ft) The present 

ration of rice and atfa allowed to manual labourers and children up to the 
age of 12 years is not insufficient, as it can l>e supplemented by other non- 
lationed foodstuffs, 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Questions over. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR S Sir, with regard to my adjournment 
motion about hhop ration the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies has 
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ftlx«ady made a statement and has also announced the personnel of the 
Committee that he is goinjf to appoint in this connection. Now, regard 
to this aspect of the matter I want to make one or two 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no adjournment motion on the agenda 
todfey. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But it was said the other day that till 
tomorrow he will announce the personnel of the Committee. There was a 
distinct understanding that one of the members of the Hindu Mahasabha 
would be included in the Cominitee, and as regards occasional pujas 
like 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^Ir. Mazunular, I believe the personnel has already 
been announced, and 1 remember to have seen it in the papers. Now, if 
you have any suggestions to make, the best course for you would be to send 
them in writing to the Hon’blo Minister. Don’t you think, Mr. Suhra- 
wardy, that it will be the best course for him to do P 

The Hoti'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you send your suggestions to the Hon’blo 
Minister, Mr. Mazunular, 1 am sure he will consider them. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M AH ALANOBI8H : Mr. President, Sir. I 
had an adjoiirninent motion on the question of sugar shortage in Jalpaiguri 
on the (itii last, in regard to whicli the Dejjuty President was pleased to 
observe that tlie Civil Supplies Minister would make a statement today and 
it would be open to me to move my adjournnuuit motion after the statement 
was made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A})oui the supply of sugar? Will Mr. Suhrawardy 
make tlie statement now r' 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, 1 have the figures 

ready 'with me. 

Tlie complaint is that sugar has not been supplied to the Jalpaiguri town 
and district during the la.st two months according to the quota allotted in 
spite of the repeated reciuests and reminders of the local authorities, there- 
by causing seriou.s distress. I do not know why they should be distressed 
because sugar has not been despatched. But I do wish to make it known 
to the House that so far as de.spatching of sugar is concerned, it is done 
not by the Irovemment of Bengal but by various mills to which tho sugar 
quota has been allotted. The Sugar Controller allots <iuotas to various 
mills in Bihar and the United Provinces as well as to the few mills in 
Bengal; then certain areas are allotted to the mills and these mills are 
expected to despatch sugar to those areas. If they fail to do so, the 
Bengal Government can do nothing in the matter. Often enough^ recently, 
the failure has been due, so far as we have been able to ascertain, to tae 
difficulty which the railways have found in placing the requisite number of 
wagons at tlie disposal of the sugar factories. 8o far as Jalpaiguri itself 
is concerned, the total annual quota for tlie district from December, 1943, 
to November, 1944, which is kiKmn as the “sugar year,” is 15,076 begs. 
Out of this, orders have been placed at the in.stan<‘e of the Sugar Controller 
for India (w’hich again is not a concern of the Government ot Bengal^, for 
12,268 ba^s and the quota which has been despatched by the factories in 
7 months is 7,690 bags. It will be seen that in relation to the quota which 
has been allotted, the number of bags which has been sent by the sugar 
factories within 7 months is well in proportion to the allotments in 12 
months of 12,268 bags. Instead of 1,020 bags a month, in 7 months we 
have sent 7,690 bags which maj’ be considered to be really in exc€*ss of tfie 
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ftllotmentf) which have been made. Conseq^uently, there ahould not be any 
such ^ifrave shortaj^e or distrens because within the last two months allot- 
ments have not been sent. It appears, Sir, that in the Febniary-March 
quota of suf?ar out of 2,9»‘lo bags allotted, 2,460 bags were sent, and the 
last despatch was made on the 24th of May, 1044. Then there was the 
April-May quota of 2,200 bags. But unfortunately, it appears that the 
factory or factories concerned were not able to send their sugar. 
Hence this month w’e have allotted 1,900 bags of sugar more than the usual 
allotment, jind we are sending it from the Gopalpur Sugar Factory in Raj- 
shahi. We are also sending some amount of sugar from Calcutta — 540 bags 
to Jaljiaiguri and ♦360 bags to Alipore Duars. These are, however, excep- 
tional movements and w'e arc taking tin* risk of doing so, although this 
allotment has not been authorised by the Sugar Controller. 

Mr. NACENDRA HATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, with regard to the 
statement which has just been made by the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies, I l>eg to submit that it is not very satisfactory. The plea that 
because certain sugar mills are outside Bengal~-in Bihar and in the United 
Brovinces — and they failed to supply sugar, that is not the fault of Ihe 
Government of Bengal; because the railway wagons are not available, that 
it is not the fault of the Government of Bengal, — this plea is not satis- 
factory. My point is this: sugar is now' controlled and the Government of 
India makes allotments to different provinces. As sm It, tlic (iovciiiment 
of Bengal certainly has its quota to supply it to the distri(*ts of Bengal 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you propose to move your adjournment motion ? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H ; Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Yes, Sir. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 do not think this is a 
matter of very urgent public importance, dalpaiguri district has, as a 
matter of fact, received more than its allotted (juota for seven months. 
Consequently, the statement made by the honourable member that it has 
not received its quota is not correct. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mohalanobish, may I make a suggestion? 1 
would waive the Question of urgency if you w'ait till tomorrow' about this 
matter. I would like to go into the statement of Mr, Suhrawardy before I 
allow you to move the motion. Tomorrow it you biing up tiic matt“i, 1 
shall state my view’s whether I shall give my consent to it or not. AVill 
you kindly w’ait till tomorrow? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : All right. Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I may point out that 
the (jnestion of movement from factory to districts is a matter for the 
Governnient of India and not for the (rovernment of Bengal. Allotment is 
our business — liow' much is to be sent to the districts from the total quota 
allotted to Ikmgal — that is a matter for the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May 1 enouire that according to the 
statement of the Hon’ble Minister it appears that the Jalpaiguri allotment 
of 15,000 bags 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: There should be no more debate on this question 
at this stage. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s W^as any attempt made by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to request the Sugar Controller to send 3,000 more bags for 
Jalpaiguri ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All these points may be considered tomorrow. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, do I understand 
then that I shall get an opportunity of bringing all .these points tomorrow H 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The House will now take up the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1944. 


The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR* Mr. President, Sir, I do not propose to take 
jiiucli tiuie of the House today. The object wliicli 1 have in iiiind has 
already been made clear. 1 Iiojie that honourable ineinbt*rs on the other side 
of the House vill also see that this point is considered before the Bill is 
actually put on the Statute Book. Now, Sir, the aniendinent of my 
honourable friend Mr. Aniulya<lhone itoy wants that the Bill should (’ome 
into force on the 1st April, 1945, and not on the 1st April, 1944. If it 
come.s into operation from the 1st April, 1944, then obviously tlie Bill will 
be of a retrospective cliaractt'r. In this lltui.se, w«* have often held discus- 
sions about the desirability or otherwise of retrospective Bills. I would 
address a few remarks specially to mv friends on tlie left. The Leader of 
the European Party, Mr, H. i\ A. lluiiter, on the 19th January, 1949. in 
the course of discussion on a Bill in this House said. “But there are still, 1 
think, one or two provisions the wisdom of which may he doubted. 1'ho 
chief among these is, to my mind, n troticti ritij . Having ascertained that 
the amendment in the name of my Party rt'garding ndrosjnM'tivt* elVe(*t ha<l 
no hope whatever of h(*ing‘ carried, 1 dei’ided not to waste tlm time of this 

House ’’ Obviously, wIk'U Mr. Hunter spokt* as Ia‘udt‘r of the Knro])ejin 

Party, lie i‘e}>resent(*d the ])oint of view of his Party. Since then, thi^ 
European Parly lia.s discovered new virtues in tlie ndrospeetive (diaracder 
of Bills. In fJanuarv, 1940, that Ihirty were definitely committed to the 
jirinciide tliat tlH*>' <lid not want retros|>ective Bills. This was in resn<»ct 
of a Bill where (iovernment ami the Opposition were united in demanaing 
that the Bill should he put into effect as quickly as possible. It was 
intended to relieve the huKlen of indebtedness of a very large section of 
the peojile of Bengal. I refer to the Bengal Money-lenders Bill. At that 
time, wc On this side of the House and the then (iovernment agreed that that 
Bill should he ])ut on tlie Statute Book as early as possible, even though that 
Bill was of a retros])ccti^ e character, because h.\ that Bill we wanted to 
relieve the indehledness of the jioor people of Bengal. With regard to iliat 
Bill there wa.s no question of any difference of oidiiion between the (iovern- 
ment and till* Opposition; hut my honourable fnemls on my Iclt felt as n 
Party that they could not su]>i>ort the ret rospect ivi* chara* ter of (he Bill, 
“lletroactivity” , said Mr. Hunter, “was a dangerous jnimaph*”. He saiii, 
“Having ascertained that tin* amendment in the name of my Party regarding 
retrospective effect had no hope whatever of being cairied, 1 decided not 
to waste the time of this House by moving it”. He knew that In* would not 
be able to carry tliat amendment as both tlie (ioveinment ami the Oppositif n 
were united on that point. But he still held that th(‘ ref rospeet ive cliaractt r 
was undesirable. lie .said, “But not only i.s retroactivity a dangerous 
principle but its adoption in this Bill is a most dangerous piecedent.” Tliis 
was said on 19th Januarv% 1949. Since then there have been so many 
change.s in the political landscape and the European Party in their new 
wisdom have thought fit to support that very retroactivity, I hofie I mny 
be pardoned if 1 refer to a suggestion which was made in another place that 
this metamorphosis, this new dawning of wisdom is the result of clause 49 
of this Bill. This clause regarding the agricultural income-tax on the t< a 
plantation was suggested by the Select Committee and later on at Hte 
instance of the members of the European Party was dropped. In any case, 
the attitude of the European Party towards the question of reiroNpecine 
nature of money Bills has altogether changed. They are today prepurtHi even 
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to pass a taxation measure with retrospective effect. I, for one^ welcome 
this change of attitude on the part of the European Party. In future, 
there may be new taxation measures with regard to the profits which have 
been earned in this country as a result of trade transactions. I hope. Sir, 
that my honourable friends on my left will then also hold to their present 
opinion and will not change again. I hope they will then admit that a 
retrospective Bill in taxation measures will not be undesirable. Mr. Hunter 
went on to quote from legal authorities. I will not take more time of the 
House. I have given the date on which that speech was made by Mr. Hunter 
and honourable members who are interested in the matter may look up the 
reports. I would only ask the European Party to explain, if they have any 
explanation to offer, what is the factor which has made them change their 
attitude in this respect. I hold the European Party have also a duty to 
this House. Once they were ct»mmitt(‘d to a particular position as a party. 
Today, as a Party, they have chosen to resile from their own position and 
they liave done so without any reason for sucli resilience. I think if there 
is any misunderstanding of tlteir action, the bmropean Party will have to 
thunk theiiis<‘lves for such misun(lerstan<ling. 

Tlie IforPble Einama' Minister in liis statement on tho last occasion 
stated tliat the Bill is really not retros])e(*tive. He argued thal the Bill 
hud l)een juihlished in the gazette in August, 1943, and was introduced in 
the Assemhlv in September, 1943. Xow Sir, the question is quite simple. 
This Bill T »roi»osos to tax the people from tlie 1st of April, 1944. At the 
time the (iovernment first published the Bill in the gazette, there was no 
knowing whether tho (iovernment would proc^eed with the Bill or not. 
Even if they had carried it through the first House of the Legislature, there 
was no guarantee that the (iovernment would })ro(‘eed wilh tlie Bill. You 
know, Sir, what the (iovernment di<l with regard to anotlier Bill wliicli went 
through one House hut has since been dropj)ed for reasons host known to 
the (iovernment iliein.s(*lves. On the last occasion, wliou the question of 
the Bill dealing with repatriation of destitutes came up, the Government 
stated that even though that Bill had been passed by this House, they din 
not propose to pro('e(‘d with the Bill in another ])lace. Therefore, the fact 
that Government had issue<l a ludice in the gazette or that Government had 
introduced the Bill in another place cannot by itself convince the public that 
the Bill would become law. Again, Sir, there are always change's made 
in a Bill. The sha]»e in which a Bill is introduced in the Legislature, the 
shape in winch it luncrgt's out of thi* Select Committee and the shape in which 
it is finally put on the' Statute Book are almost never the same. All kinds 
of changes take place. Therefore, tlie pulilic cannot make their own dis- 
position on tlie basis of a declaration or declaration of intention on the jiart 
of the (iovernment. 

As I said last time, 1 would refer jiarticularlv to the case of the poorer 
i>ersons who will come within the purview of this Bill. So far as the 
landlords are concerned, .so far as the limited companies who have landed 
interests are concerned, they have their own books of accounts. They have 
their ow’n accountants. So far as the tenants are concerned, I think, all 
honourable members w'ill bear me out, most of the tenants do not have any 
regular book of accounts. Most of them do not have any account of the 
type W'hich would be required for the assessment of the tax which might 
be iriiposed on them. Now\ Sir, this Bill was passed in the Lower House 
and is now in the Upper House. The public are now convinced that the 
Government really mean business, and want it to be put on the Statute Book 
this very year. Till now, there was no certainty that the Government 
would proceed wuth the Bill. Therefore, Sir, the poorer assessees are not 
prepared to meet the assessment which might be imposed on them. 

Again, Sir, in politics, as my honourable friends know very well, there 
are many uncertainties. Because a particular Government introduces a 
Bill, it does not follow that the Bill will become an Act. There is a good 
deal of difference between the introduction of a Bill by a Government, and 
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specially a Governmeut wMcli was fast losing its majority » and *n Act 
'vnuch has actually beenf put on the Statut-e Book. In these cirotunstaiioea, 1 
think the Hon’ble Finance Minister will consider the advisability of accept- 
ing this amendment, so that the persons who are taxed and who come under 
this assessment may know what exactly is going to be a charge on them, 
what is going to be their liability. 

One other point has ybeen mentioned by the Hon'ble Finance Minister, 
fie says that the Government of India made a certain grant on the condi- 
tion that Bengal would help herself. Sir, it is not necessary for that 
purpose that this meagre sum of 30 or 40 lakhs should be raised this very 
year. I do not Temember the figure stated by tlie Finance Minister, but 
whatever the figure may be, these few lakhs of rupees are surely not going 
to change the cU-ficit into a surplus. If this taxation measure is passed and 
put on fne Statute Ikxik and cxmies into operation on the 1st of April, 1045, 
the Government of India will no doubt be satisfied that the Government of 
Bengal have done their best to help themselves by taxing the resources <>f 
the province. Once that condition is >atisfied, there is no reason that it 
must be realised from a particular date. I do not think that the Ilon'blo 
Finance Minister will suggest that Hie (iovernment of India will he so 
unreasonable as to make a fetish of the 1st April, 1044. ami to hold that 
the whole thing will become wrong if in place of tin* year 1044 the year 
1045 is suggested. Therefore, on these grounds, namely, that the public, 
and espeeialiy that tyjie of the public who are nflVote<l by th<^ Bill, 
namely, those who do not keep their accounts like the big landlords and 
limited companies dealing with landed i!iter(‘sls, have not had sullicient 
notice, the operation of tlie Bill should he jiostjioned. I'heir inbuests will 
also have to be safeguarded by the (ioverinmMit. Surely, it is not tlu* inteu* 
tion of Government to pcumlist' them simply b(‘eaus<‘ they are sonu^what 
well-to-do. In view of these considerations, in view of the fact that the 
normal conditions Iiave not been restored, that the condition of Bengal 
requires very careful and sympathetic treatment — in view of all these 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please cut short your speech, Mr. KabirP 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am summing up and I have almost 
finished. In view of these facts the date may be postponed. Such post- 
ponement by itself will not induce the Government of India to withdraw 
any subvention that they have granted; in view of all these considerations, 1 
would suggest that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will be pleased to see 
his way to accept this amendment. 

(Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Dutta, you want to epfnik on this particular 
amendment P 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The other amendments, viz.. Nos. 6 
and 7 are practically the same, only the figures are different. So there 
should ^ one discussion on the other three amendments. May I know if 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Has will move his amendment P 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 have snoken on amendment No. 11, 
which is on the same lines as amendment No. 5 which is now under 
discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I say that I have already spoken on 
amendment No. 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are now discussin^i^ amendment No. 5; next 
come amendments Nos. 6 and 7 which are practically the same, with this 
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difference that while No. 5 wants the Bill to come into force on the Is* 
of April, 1945, the latter two amendments want the^Bill to come into force 
”n l «t dav of Anril. 1947. That is the only difference. You don t 

Mr 


on the Ist day of April, 1947. 
want to move that amendment 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8:^ Everything will depend on the result 
of the voting on this amendment ^o. 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Well, let there be one discussion, biit I will put all 
the three uiriendiiients to vote separately ; no separate principle is involve 
in all these three amendments; only a dift'erenc<^ in the year. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, there is a difference in 
principle • 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Order, order, Air. Mazumdar. Only the figures 
are different but tin* principle underlying the amendments is exactly the 
same. Therefore, Air. Das, if you want to move your amendment, kindly 
do 80 now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I' have already spoken on amendment 
No. 5.’ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Then I take it that you do not want to move this 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! As I have alreiuly said, Sir. I have 
already spoken on No. o and until that is disposed of 1 do not sec how 1 
can move No. ti wliicli reters to a later date. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Das, yon either move the amendment or you 
do not. What do you intend to doi'' 

Khan Sahib Mauiwi WAHIDUZZAMAN; Sir. ki us have first of all 
a decision on the pre.sent amendment. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; It is for three years. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; There is no different principle, Mr. Das. D yf>« 
want to move it, you may do so. If you <lo not want to move it. don t 
move it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I do not want to move it now. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Then I take it that you won’t move it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sir, 1 ‘^hall move it later. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Then ])lease move it now. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: He will move it after No. o. 
Afr, Da.s, don’t move it now. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Khan Sahib, you need not give him directions. He 
is suthcieiitly experienced in parliamentary pioceduro. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: It touches everybody on this 
side of the House. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, if I am compelled to move it now 

Mr. PRESIDENT; There is no question of compulsion. There being 
no different principle so far as these two amendments are concerned, I 
think it is only fair that there should he one discussion on these amendments 
and there should be separate voting after discussion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I should like to move it after No. 6 is 
finished. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Wbat lA your objectitm.'^ If you move it now you 
will have right of separate voting. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Sir, I do n<»t utiderstand how there 
will be separate voting. 1 have already spoken on amendment No. 5 and 
the position would be embarrassing if I want to speak again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I do not see any ditiiculty. There is no new 
principle. Thou.sands of amendments have betm inoveil on this principle 
in this House. If there is no new principh* and llieu* is only soiine kind 
of verbal diiierence in different amendments, then the practim* is U> take 
all the amendments tog(‘ther and liave only one discussion but t(» have 
separate voting on each. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 submit. Sir, tliat there is different 
principle involved in amendment No. (>. The idini of first amendment 
No. o is to make it prospective immediately on the 1st April, 194'), but in 
the second No. (> it is 1st April, 1947, that is after the war. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thei e i« no ilifforenre in jirincipU'. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 submit, Sir, that in my opinion there 
is difference. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is quite (rue that if there are sev(»ral 
amendments involving almo.st ilie same princi])!e, tliev may he taken together 
there being one discussion and that it would luive beiMi bidter if amend- 
ments of similar nature ha<l been taken together. Hut, Sir, on amendment 
N(». o there has already Ix'cn a good ih*al of discussion, and some of those 
who liave already spoken on amendment No. 5 miglit speak on amend- 
ment No. h. So I think it would be better if after finishing amendment 
No. you takf‘ up other amendments of similar natun* tog(*ther and have 
one <Hscus‘<ion, otherwise, as 1 have said, if souk* of the members who have 
spoken (ill amendment No. o want to speak (ni No. ti, tlnue may }>e eonf union. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think (here is any insuperable difliculty 
if at this stage No. b is taken uji. Hut if that would satisfy Mr. Das and 
you 1 hav(^ no objection to your suggestion. Out of defenmee h) your 
wishes I agree to your suggestion. Mr. Dutlu will \fiu speak on it? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise in sujiport of the amend- 
ment which proposes that the Bill shall come into force on the Ist day of 
April, 1945. Some general principle is alw’ays accepted in 4he mutter of 
legislation. One of tliese is that so far as procedural legislation is concern- 
ed, it is generally made retrospective in its operation; hut in respect of 
substantive laws (he genera] principle accepted is that it is not usaally made 
retrospective. Not only it i.s not made retrospective, ratlier it is condemned; 
and it is laid down that it should he avoided as far as possihle. Particularly 
in the case of finance Bills which impose a liability on the people, it is a 
universally accepted principle that it .should not he retrospective in its 
operation. Is there any special reason in resjiect of this Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill why it should transgress this generaliv accepted principle P 
If .this Bill is made retro.spective, then various complexities will arise, Kor 
example, in respect of the agricultural income-tax, can it he expected that 
the cultivators or agriculturists would be in a position at all to give any 
account of their expenses? No doubt in fdause 7 of tlie Bill, < ert:iiri 
percentage lias been fixed for allowance to be made for the expensc^s; hut 
it would api)ear from the variou.s amendments that tliat iiercentiigc has not 
been regarded as sufficient. Indeed, it is very doubtful wh(^< her j>er cent, 
would really cover the expense.s. In justification of the jirojiosal 
the Bill retrospective in its operation, it is being argued that it was puhii^hco 
in the Calcutta Gazette, as if it is quite a sutiicient nr>tice_to the 
that such an enactment is going to be made. It is an established j»nm 
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everywhere that stibstantive enactments should not be made retrospective 
in character. Because some time has elapsed since the publication of the 
text of this Bill in the Gazette, that should not be considered to be a good 
reason for coming to the conclusion that this Bill should have retrospective 
effect. 

Then there is another reason. It has been said that Government of 
India would grant the subvention only if they find that this Bill has been 
passed. Now, Sir, I think that the passing of this taxation measure w’ill be 
a sufficient proof of the hona fides of this Government that we have done 
something in the matter of taxing our people. It is not necessary that this 
Bill should first he passed and then (he subvention would be granted. 
There are many of her factors whicli would be taken into consideration by 
the Government of India before they grant the subvention. I do not think 
that the question of granting subvention rests on a frail ground like this, the 
passing of this Bill. Therefore, it is only fair and equitable, — unless of 
course it is a zid on the part of the present Ministry that this Bill should 
be made operative from April, 1944, — that (he Bill should come into force 
from 1st April, 1945. 

With these few words, 1 support the amendment. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on behalf of the Hon’ hie Minister in charge I should like to give reply 
,to one or two points raised by Mr. lluinayun Kahir and iny honoiirabre 
friend Mr. Duttu. Sir, this amendment seeks to defer the realisation of 
agricultural income-tax by six or eight mouths. Mr. lluinayun Kabir 
said that the poor agriculturists w^ould be hard hit if they were to pay the 
tax and if retrospective effecd were given to this Act. As a matter (»f"faet, 
Sir, the Bill docs not contemplate retrospective effect. Of course, it is 
technically retrospective because the Bill has not yet been passed into an 
Act. But, Sir, it has already been made clear that the Bill was introduced 
in the Legislature in September, 194*1, and in ordinary course it ought to 
have passed through both the Legislatures before the dlst of March. So. 
in effect it is not really retrospective. Who are likely to he affected by the 
passage of a taxation Bill like thisK We are told by Mr. Kahir that the 
poorer class will be affected. But, Sir, the provisions of the Bill are such 
that the poor agriculturists will not he at all touched. In the Schedule 
of this Bill it has been definitely laid down under 2{h){ii) that any agri- 
culturist po.ssessing less than 100 standard bujhns of land will he auto- 
matically exempted from the payment of tiiis tax. Sir, how many of our 
agriculturists hold more than 100 hiijhns of land P In this respect, statistics 
were collected for the Bengal Land ItevMiue Commission and it was found 
that in Bengal 90 per cent, of our agriculturists hold less than 10 acres of 
land W'hich means 00 btyhas and that 84 per cent. c»f our agriculturists 
hold more than 10 acres. As a matter of fact, agriculturists bolding 
more than 100 standard highas of land in Bengal will not be more than 
one per cent, and it is they who are the wealthiest among the agriculturists. 

It is said that these peo]>le will he hard hit and they wdll he done for if 
they are to pay tlu‘ tax for the preceding year in wdiic h they liad made 
fabulous income which they had never before seen in Bengal. The paddy 
W'hich was selling at ILs. 2 per maund was sold by these people at Ks. 20 
and some times even at Rs. 25 per maund. It will he for thi.s period of 
income whieli they earned up to dlst of March, 1944, that they will have 
to pay the tax if retrospective effect is given. Tho.se members of the 
Legislature who profess to have sympathy for these people, — I cry them 
down as having no sympathy for the masses, — are really the supporters of 
the capitalists and wealthy ptK)ple. They stand exposed, they stand 
unmasked before the people when they support an amendment of this kind 
in order to show sympathy for those capitalivsls and wealthy people who 
were rolling in wealth when the masses were dying of starvation. 
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It has been made clear that the landlords have got at least 50 per cent, 
better collections last year, on account of the fact that the agriculturists 
were able to get better prices for their products and were able to pay up their 
rent and also arrears of rent. I may repeat that the landlords got more 
than 50 per cent, of their annual colleoHons and it i.s the^i* people who are 
going to he taxed under this Bill. And still it is complninetl that they 
are hard hit or will he^hard hit if the Bill is given retrospective effei't only 
in the technical sense. I think this merely shows (hat the real svmpathy 
of the Opposition is towards the capitalists and wealthy classes of this 
province, although they profess to he supporters <d tbi‘ poor an d the 
oppressed. As regards the initial amount of the income that i> liable to 
be taxed, even the Floiid ('ommission hail suggested that the minimum 
taxation limit should he only Bs. I ,(HM) and even the iiemimlar.s themselves, 
1 mean the zemindar member^ of the Floml (’ommission. in tlieir Minority 
Report suggested Hs. as the initial taxable imanne; hut we have 

made it Bs. d,5(H). Tn s])ite of this, with what face can anybody say that 
the poor or tlie middle class pcsiple will be hard hit by this tax Or liy the 
retrospective nature of the tax uliich, by the way, is only tei hnieally rOros- 
pi'ctive and will not affect the poorer people at all f' I am surpris(‘<i tliat of 
all people my young friend Professor Humayun Kahir whom 1 know to he 
always a snp])orter of tht‘ weak and the oppressed and a supporter of the 
masses of Bengal, sliouhl he sup]»orting an amendnuuit of thi.s nature which 
would only ludp jhe capitalists and the wealthy agriculturist. s who have 
made a fabulous profit during last year. 1 was surprised inde<»d flmt he 
of all people sliould liave sui>porfed an amendment of tliis nature. With 
these words, 1 oppose the amendment, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The que stion before the Houses is: that in clause 
1 of tlie Bill, for siih-claiisti (J) the following hi* substituted, namely 
It sliall come into foice on the 1st day of April, KMo.” 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
folloM'ing result : — 

AYE»— 16. 


Mr. Altai AM. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. L. C. Dai. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad 
Mr. Matbahuddin Ahmad. . 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzamall Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 
Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. d. Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D*Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 


AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad 
dan. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. O. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabfsh. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 


The Hon'blo Khan Bahadur S. M. 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohamad Hossaln. 

Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laldlaw. 

Mr. Abdul LatffT. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Moltah. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaaur Rahman. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. d. W. R. Stovon. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The Ayes 
being IG, and the Noe.s being 30, the amendment is rjegafiv<*d. 

•if. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move*, that in sub-clause (J) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, the follow'ing be added, at the end, namely: — 

“and ahali expire on Gist March, 1945." 
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8ir, I spoke at length in connection with another amendment, amend- 
ment No. 4, which w^as somewhat analogous to the present one 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Mr, Kahir’s present amendment is the same as amendment No. 4 except 
the date, namely, here he wants '‘*anri shall expire on 31st March, lIHo.’' 

Mr. PRESIDENT. But the date is different! 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, March following is the same a.s 31st March, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. Mr. Kahir’s j)revious umeinlment w'as that 
shall come into force on such <iute as may he notified In the Official 
Gazette, not being earlier than three inonthf^ from the date of publication 
of the assent of His Excellency the Governor or the Governor-tieneral as 
the case may be and shall remain in force till the 31st day of March 
following’’. There is no mention of the year. Therefore, I hold that the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you, Sir. I have already stated at 
the outset that I shall not make a long speech. Most of the points w'hich 
1 had to state in this connection have already been placed htdore the House 
at the lime I moved the jirevious amendment. 1 was glad to find that 
beyond making a cavalier remark that mv statement of lii.story was not 
very accurate, the Hon’hle the Finance Afinister could not rebut any of 
the arguments which I put before the House. He could not go beyond 
what 1 said, neither could he put forw’ard any firmer ground. He said my 
narration of the const jtutional development in England w’us not very 
accurate, hut I say, Sir, that not only was my statement correct in major 
outlines but it was correct also in rt‘gard to the ste})s through which consti- 
tutional rights had been ac(|uired by the people of England. As a student 
of )iisb)rv, the Hon’ bit* Einama* Mini.stcu- cf)uld not very wtdl refute my 
argiiUHMits and having yet some historical conscdence bdt, he had to content 
himself with a statement that my arguments were not very accurate. Sir, 
(iu* stati'ment of the Hon*ble Finance Minister lias ])ioved that what 1 said 
on the other oecasiou was (‘orreet. The argument which I advanced 
describt‘d tin* way in which the British Parliament gradually ac(|uired for 
itself file ligiil of linaneial e(uitrol. The Rritish Parliament had realised 
that then* was no other way in which the Execiilive could be* made responsible 
to ])ublie opinion. They had struggb'd to make tin* Executive res})onsive 
to the* opinion of tlie Eegislatun*. The Hon'ble Finance Minister by his 
very sileiu'e admitted the force* of my argument. 

He had only one argument to advance. He said that if my am(*ndment 
were carried, it would re<iuire re-enactment of this liill every year. If the 
enactment of this Bill this year lias taken sc'veii or eight months, could 
the Legislature he expected to give seven or eight months every year for 
an enactnu‘nt of this type? I must confess. Sir, that 1 was astonished at 
thi.s argument of the iton’ble Finance Minister. I thought he had a little 
more political intelligence than to take liis stand on a ffimsy ground like 
this. To extend the life of thi.s Bill requires the bringing forth of a very 
simple provision. It is not in the least necessary that the whole Bill 
should be re-enacted. All that is necessary is to bring before the House 
a one-cbuise Bill, viz., that the life of the Bill he extended for a further 
period of one year. I find. Sir, that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has been 
suffering from some sort of restriction, or .shall I say, constipation of the 
intellect. I am surprised that he could not think of any other device beyond 
the devices which have already been used in the British Parliament or the 
Central Legislature. 

One honourable ineniber opposite got up and said that in the Supply 
Bill of the Central Legislature, rates vary according to the x’ariation in the 
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Soitedule. I eou£e8s, Sir, that the argument was astonishing and yet it 
oeihe from my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed.^ It makes us wonder 
whether he was conscious of what he was saying. No question of Scdiedule 
ean arise iu this Bill here, in the Ftiiauce Art, the question of variation 
in the Schedule can arise because the Fij^ance Bill is a consolidated Act 
in which rates of taxation are men turned in the Scheilule. Therefore, iu 
the Finance Act or in the Supply Bill, variulituis are only in the Schedule. 
But, here this is a particular Act ami au isolated measure. llei*e all that 
is necessary is to extend the life of the Bill from year to year by introduc- 
ing a oncKclause Bill. The only argument that the Uoiride Minister could 
offer to his supporters to throw out my amendment was that it would involve 
a lot of time. That argument is quite wrong and it is absolutely uujusti- 
ffabla. We know in this House that a one-clause Bill ean be oiuried 
through in the course of a few days. If the (Jovernmeiit so desire, the time- 
table of the Budget can he so arranged that at the time when tlie Budget 
is introduced, a notice of the Bill is given. By the time tlie Budget is 
accepted, the Bill can also be made into an Act. The Finance Minister 
can, therefore, offer no arguiiients for opposing this umeudment. He can 
only appeal to his supporters not to throw the Ministry to the wolves. He 
ana his colleagues are afraid of the Legislative Assembly. H(» knew ,that 
bis majority wa.s gone; he knew that if the liower House were summoned 
•gain, then the House of Cards, which is the present Ministry, would totter 
and tumble down. Therefore, he must somehow or other carry the Bill 
.through this House without any chang-c whatsoever, for any change wouKI 
require the reference of tin* Bill hack to the As.sembly. lit' has nut advanced 
any argument. He can at imtst appeal to the pity and compassitm of his 
supporters. His speech is a pathetic uiipeal to his supporters. In effect, 
he says, ‘‘We are helpless, wo have no majority, we have no following in 
the country, w'e are not jirepared to go to the eh'ctorute : therefortt, since 
you have so long supjiorted us, jilease keep us here a little longer and be 
so kind as to pass the Bill without any change, for if any (‘.harige is 
made in the Bill, then we are undone.” Therefore, he has nothing beyond 
this ajipeal which is only a matter of the emotions and not a question of 
arguinent. If the Hon’ble Finance Minister had advanced any real argu- 
ment, we on this side would be quite prepared to consider it and try to meet 
it. As it is only au appeal to sentiments, these sentimental appeals will 
not have much effect on us. I do not know what the result will he on his 
own supporters; he is a better judge of that .than myself. I do not know 
if it is a case of unalloyed sentiment or sentiments alloyed by considera- 
tions of diverse nature of which the Hon’ble Finance Minister may be the 
best manijmlator. AVith these word.s, I commend my amemiment to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in Hub-clause { 3 ) of 
clause 1 of the Bill, the following he added at the end, iiamtdy:-- 
“and shall expire on the dlst Mar<di, 1945“. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. President, 
Sir, possibly it would not be very parliamenlary to say that my friend who 
has moved vthis amemiment w^as not serious; hut I may say that there was 
no restriction on my feeling, as he has said. 1 inav repeat that Mr. ICabir 
was not quite serious wdien he moved this particular amendment. I have 
nothing more to say, Sir, and I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question- 

Khgn Bghglllir NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, I W’anted to say only 
one word on this amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, before calling on the HoiFble Minister 
to reply, I waited but none rose to speak. You should have got up before 
1 called on the Hon’ble Minister lo reply. 

142 
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Khm Bthtlkir NAZIRUDDiN AHMADs The difficulty was that two 

of us rose at one and the same time and 1 hesitated— « — 

Mr. PRESIDENT. By this hesitation you have lost your chance, Khan 
Bahadur. He who hesitates loses. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs It sometimes happens that non-official mem- 
bers are permitted to speak after the reply of the Government member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That sometimes happens, but we should not follow 
that procedure, as far as practicable. 

The question before the House is: that in sub-clause (3) of clause 1 of 
the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely : — 

“and shall expire on the ^Ist March, 1945*’. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (.3) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely : — 

“and shall remain in force for three years from that date”. 

Sir, if ibis amendment is accepted, it would read like this : shall be 
deemed to have (^ome into force on the 1st <lay of April, 1944, and shall 
remain in foice tor three years from that date. Sir, much has been said 
on the subject that Finance Bills should be an annual matter. So far as 
ithe principle of that saying is concerned, we have it that the Government 
of India do follow that practice. A Finance Bill is presented every year 
and the supplies are voted upon; they are voted upon either favourably or 
adversely. In iny amendnient 1 have given a span of three years from the 
date it comes into force. From the opening speech of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister we got it that he w'as under the impression that some of the amend- 
ments tabled were reasonable and that they aie such that it would receive 
consideration later on even though the Bill is now passed without any 
change of even a comma. That is an impression which wag conveyed to us 
when be spoke at the time the Bill was taken into consideration. If he 
wore sincere in that declaratioji, he can very well take up the consideration 
of the Bill after a period of tliree years, as suggested in my amendment. It 
would be time for him then to revise the Bill and to present an amending 
Bill or cixtending Bill. After all, the result of the operation of this Act 
may reveal certain defects which may lead the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
to bring in an amending Bill. There may be various other considerations 
which may weigh with the Hon’ble Finance Minister to see that the Bill 
is revised. If the argument that tlie Finance Bill should he renewable 
every year is supported by precedents, I think my submission that this Bill 
should be renewed and revised at the end of three years is one to which 
no ex(', option should be taken by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. From the 
operation of tJhe Bill for three years, he would be able to see how the income 
has been spent and then he will he in a position to judge whether ihe rates 
are to be changed or not. These are the arguments which I place before the 
House in pressing my amendment — it shall remain in force for 3 years. I 
do not urge that the income derived from the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax should he foregone — that is not ray argument. I do not object to this 
tax being imposed but what I do urge is that the period should be for the 
present for three years. Three years is a sufficiently long period to consider 
whether the Bill is worked successfully or not and whether any change is 
Inquired. With these words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (J) of clause 
1 of the Bill, the following be added, at the end: — 

*‘and shall remain in force for three years from that date*\ 
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IQhw NAZIftUDDIN AHMAD* Sir, I rino jto support .the 

ai^oiidment of nay friend Mr. Iinlit Chandra Das. 1 object to the remarks 
ol Mr. Humayun Kabir about the (iiovaminent not allowing* their 
supporters to act freely. I believe that the Oovernint>n< has a subslantiai 
niajority in the Assembl3^ Their decision is due jo a desire to shorten the 
discussion in thin House, but the effect of that requesl. under the circum- 
stances prevailing here, has bt'en just the opposite. In fact, the decision 
not to move amendments and not to allow any amendments to 1 m» carried, 
however reasonable and proper they might he, has reacted on tlie Opi>osition. 
They have accepted the situation with some amoutit of and are work- 
ing with considerable energy. I believe that the jiositicm taken up by 
the Government only encourages the Opposition io indulge in big talks like 
these 

Mr. NUR AHMAD* On a point of order. Is it all relevant, Sir? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: He is devidoping liis arguments. 

Khun Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 shall be strictly relevant 
in a moment. (Khan Sahib F.\Rii)rni)iN Ahmad : Then you were irrelevant, 
you admit?) Sir, the hon’ble member should realise that I was just showing 
a little courte.sy to the hon’hle member who was interru])ting me. How- 
ever that ma,v be. Sir, T find this amemlment is more eharilahle towards 
the Bill than the Hon’ble Minister himself. The Hon’ble Minister himself 
made it clear that as stum as pracdicnhle he would bring in an amending Bill 
to cure the defects which liave been brought out and which would be dis- 
closed in the debates as we progress with the (dauses of the Bill. There- 
fore, the life of the Bill, as it now stands, will be extremely short, much 
shorter than Mr. Lalit ('handra Das’s amendment would maki* it, namely, 
three years. T do not know wlieUn'r then* is any secret armngement 
between Mr. Lalit ('handra Das and the Hon’ble Minister for which Mr. Das 
lends his .support to the (lovernment. At any rate, 1 believe ibret^ years’ life 
i.s a long life and by that time mueb water will juiss umb*r the Howruli 
Bridge and no one knows what will happen within timi time. Perhaps by 
that time the House will be in a better mood to extend the life of tins 
ill-drafted Bill. (Tnterruption. ) I have one more remark to make as to 
the relevanc.v of mv remarks wliich ha.s been challenged in the House, I 
may point out an example of irrelevancy and inconsistenev on the part of 
iny esteemed friends who have thought it necessarv to intt^rrupt me. I 
find Mr. Nur Ahmed has tabled an amendment, amendment No. 55, by 
which he wants to make the operation of the Act annual. He would 
propose that instead of the Schedule, which is the life and soul of the Bill, 
the words ‘‘annual Bengal Finance Acts” he snbstit uted . The effect of 
that amendment would be to make it an annual Act. The quarrid between 
Mr. Nur Ahmed and Mr. Humayun Kabir is rather on a f|tiestion of draft- 
ing. Mr. Nur Ahmed has said that Mr. Kahir’s amendment does not, on 
the face of it, make the Bill an annual Act but as a matter of fact its effect 
is the same as that of Mr. Nur Ahmed. Mr. Nur Ahmed has, by tabling this 
amendment, accepted the underlying principle of Mr. Kabir’s amendment 
and it is more applicable b) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s amendment, which is 
a more charitable one. I, therefore, think that at least this amendment 
should be accepted. The systematic refusal to accept good amendments is 
only encouraging Mr. Humayun Kabir and others of his way of thinking 
to indulge in some insinuations and allegations which, I believe, have no 
real foundation. 

With these words. Sir, I support the amendment. 

Mr. NAfiENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Mr. Sir, I 

rise to support the amendment of Mr. Lalit Chandra Da.s and ? 

the very outset that this is a very inoffensive amendment and the 
Minister should have absolutely no hesitation in accepting it» becau 



1216 


AGEICULTUEAL INCOME-TAX BILL. [10th July, 


neither affecU the tax nor the revenues derived from this tax. He will go 
on having hie tax merrily for three years, and if at that time Government 
Je of opinion that the life of this enactment ought to be extended, well, it 
would ^ very easy for the Government to briug in an amendment saying 
[that the words three years'* be deleted. That will serve the purpose of 
making this a permanent Act. Now, the contention of the mover of this 
amendment is that this is the first time that we are having an agricultural 
income-tax in Bengal. This is a new Act modelled or rather copied very 
badly from similar Acts passed by olher provinces without any experience 
and the Bill bristles with mistakes, inconsistencies and other defects w’hich 
would be obvious to the honourable meinbers of this House as we prf)ceed 
with the consideration of the clauses of the Bill more and more. Therefore, 
it is all the more necessary that we should start by limiting the life of the 
Bill so that we can see its working, find out the difficulties and then remedy 
them, if necessary, on the expiry of the first three years. On the 4th of 
July last, the Hon’ hie Finance Minister assured the House that he would 
bring in an amending Bill. I submit, in that case he may consider the 
question of the amendment of this portion of the Bill also. Therefore, 1 
submit that there cannot be any ground for objection to the acceptance of 
this amendment. 

There is another thing. The other day the Hon’hle Finance Minister 
and my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed referred to Mr. Humayiin Kabir’s amend- 
ment and said that it would be very difficult if the Bills are reviewed every 
year and that a lot of time and e:n)enditiire will be involved in considering 
Bills of this nature every year. But T would just like to remind them of 

what’ is being done in this House every year with regard to another Bill, 

viz., the Non-agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Bill. That 
Bill was enacted five years ago with perhaps one or two years’ life, and 

since then the Government have been extending it by one year every year 

and it has been extended only recently for anothr year. If the Govern- 
ment could do that, I do not see what difficulty there can he in doing the 
same with respect to this Bill. That is why this Bill should not be given 
a life for more than three years as proposed by Mr. Das. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, this agricultural income-tax lias been overdue in this country. It is 
nothing new. The Government of India and even the British Parliament 
felt that this tax ought to have been imposed long ago. Every body in 
this world who earns a certain income has h> pay some sort of tax. 
Professional men, traders and everybody have got to pay income-tax. 
Therefore, why the agricultural income should go unasseased? This is the 
policy underlying the Government of India Act. In its Schedule it is 
definitely put down as a provincial subject, and even the Floud Commission 
considered this matter and they definitely recommended that the agricultural 
income-tax should be imposed in this Province 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of information, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has been speaking that agricultural income-tax should 
be imposed and such other things as British Parliament and British agri- 
cultural income-tax, but he is not speaking anything on the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think you ought to allow the Hon’ble Minister 
some latitude. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, my real point was that the British Parliament thought that the agri- 
cultural income-tax should be a permanent item of the provincial revenue. 
The Floud Commission also recommended that it should not be for one or 
two years but that it should be a permanent item of taxation for this province 
and that it should remain as a taxation measure until and unless the 
Permanent Settlement was abolished and zemindari rights were acquired. 
Then, it has been said that an amending Bill will be brought forward by 
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the Hon'ble Finance Minister shortly in order to corrtH'i some oC the mi«- 
takes that have crept in the Bill. Therefore, there should not be any 
objection to makinf? the Bill temporary now, ho (luit aloun with these 
corretions, other chanjs^es inij^ht also be made. I may nay definitely, Sir, 
that in an amending Bill that may come hereafter, propoNuls will be made 
only for correcting the defects that Het^e crept in nntl not for altering any 
mam provision of the Bill. That has been quite deHnitely settled. Only 
mistakes of a graininatical and formal nature will he corrected thnnigli 
that amending Bill. We are cpiile definite* that the Hill will remain 
permanently on the Statute Book as long a.s wc* have* got to meet the in- 
creasing demands that are noide from year to \ear for the agricultural and 
industrial improvement of the country. With^ these few words, I oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. Humayun Kabir ro.se, 

Mr, PRESIDENT* Order, order. Aftt*r the Horrhle Ministc’r has 
replied on behalf of Government, it is not the practice for fresh speeches 
to be made. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: We did not know, Sir, that the ffon’ble 
Agriculture Minister was replying to the amendment finally. He sliould 
in that case have made it clear. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I did so in the* beginning that T would reply to some* of the* amendments on 
behalf of tlie Finance Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Tlie question Ix'fore tin* House* is: that in sub- 
clausc* (»^) of clause 1 of the* Bill, the following ho ad(h*d at the end, 
namely : — 

*^and shall remain in force for three years from that date”. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next three amendments are praetically identical. 
What I suggest is that Mr. Haridas Mazumdar should move his amendment 
and then Mr. Lalit Chandra Das will move his amendment by way of 
amendment to Mr. Mazumdar’s amendment, viz., only the words “after the 
cessation of the war”, which occur towards the end of his amendment. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I beg to move: tlnit after sub-clause 
(3) of clause 1 of tlie Bill, the following new sub-clause he added, namely: — 

*'(4) That the income derived from it shall he applied solely for the 
improvement of agriculture or for projects connected with agri- 
cultural improvement”. 

Sir, I had no intention to take part in the debates on the consideration 
of 'the clauses of this Bill for two reasons, h'irstly. the ill-advised state- 
ment of the Hon’ble Minister in charge by which all the Government 
amendments were withdrawn, was a clear warning at the point of the 
bayonet of the majority, of course, that no amendments from any quarters 
would be accepted. T may say that when the Bill is not going to he changed 
even in respect of glaring inconsistencies and grammatical mistakes, the 
entire deliberations on this Bill have been practically reduced to a farce. 
So long as the majority is there behind the Treasury Benches, the amend- 
ments moved by the Oppo.sition will be of no use at all. Tn spite of flu's, 
for practical purposes we are trying to move amendment after amendment 
and the amendment which T am moving is the cream of all the amendment. s, 
because in the Floud Commission report the following remarks occur— 
are strongly of opinion that if agricultural income-tax is imponcfi, it fthouM 
be applied solely for the improvement of agriculture, or for projeoiB connec - 
ed with agricultural improvement”. 
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Tlie Finance Minister says that the ear-marking of any income for 
expenditure on a Hpecific purpose is bad finance. But this provides the only 
safeguard in a baa system of administration, where the tendency to spend 
more money an increasing number of Ministers and Parliainentaxy^ Secre- 
taries and on the liCgislature grows as every day passes. We know' that 
with a corrupt Ministry and an incompetent Executive even ear-marking 
does not go far enough. Heavy sums spent by the Agriculture Department 
last year on the “(irow-more-K)od” campaign liave produced no effect. 
Distrihution of seeds does not benefit the needy but only helps in securing 
votes in favour of such members of tin* legislature as support the Ministry. 
If the prices of rice, vegetables and fish be not the same as in j)re-war times, 
Bengal will be depopulated. At the risk of being vain-glorious, I may say 
that every word of wliat 1 said about the impending famine on the 15th 
March, 194d, as reported in the next day’s Hindusthan Standard came 
true 

Mr. PRESIDENTi Mr. Mazumdar, may I suggest that you confine 
yourself to the amendment which you have moved. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, T was going to prurit out that 
instead of improvement fif agriculture, which is the real object of this 
taxation measure, it would merely result in wasle of money. 

Mffc PRESIDENT: (Vmfine yourself to ihose ])oints only. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Every word of what T said regarding 
impending epidemics in a press statement published in .se^veral (’alcutta 
newspapers in the first wc*ek of May last came true only a few inf>n<hs later. 

T was ])orn in a village, I grew u[) in a village and desire to die in my’^ 
village. I know rural Bengal, T mean real Bengal. T say here and now 
with all the emphasis at my eommand that even if the present or slightly 
less price of rice continue for any length of time, if the pre-war price of 
lls. 4 p(*r maund in villages and Bs. 5 in t(»w'ns rlo not come hack soon, 
the noor hhndraloffs, landless labourers and village artisans will die in larger 
numWr than during last year’s famine. Wliat Dr. Bidhan niandra Ray 
says about two crores of ]>eop]e being affected with epi<lemics only proves 
that malnutrition on a large .scale is taking place, to he followed by di.seases. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: Are these relevant, Sir? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Perfectly relevant. I am showing 
that unless you improve the buying pow'er of the people it w'oiild not be 
possil)le for them to live. The ueejl of the hour is not doctors and nurses 
l)ut able, efficient, honest administrators who w'ill not allow' the hoarders 
and ])rofiteers any rest and bring dt)W'ii prices and make the “grow-more- 
food” campaign a real success. For this, ear-marking the proceeds of the 
agricultural income-tax for agricultural improvement is essential and will 
prove a (lodsend in this Iiour of peril. Let us somehow live with the bad 
finance of vSir Francis Fhmd and then w'e shall have ample time to establish 
principles of good finance as tauglit by our Finance Minister w'ho, not yet 
an old man, has changed chnnieleon-like in a short space of time from the 
fire-brand member t»f the External Capital Committee to the malleable 
Minister of a European-propped-up Ministry. This amendment is so 
innocuous that any Ministr*y' other than the one determined to ruin Bengal 
will willingly accept it. If good counsels prevail and the amendment be 
accepted, I would appeal to the Agriculture Minister, who like myself is 
an old man ti> administer his department honestly and efficiently, so that 
when be is before his Maker he may give a good account of himself. The 
blood-soiled murderer is an au^el when compared with Ministers who by 
their deeds and inrffi^* partisan, dishonest administration are bringing 
about the death ol millions. 
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I should like to revert to the subject of the Finance Minister calling 
ear-marking bad finance. These two wonls he has iittt»red here and else- 
where ad infinitum and ad nameum, too. 1 have just a suspicion ^at these 
have been dinned into his ears by a British member of the Indian Civil 
Service. But 1 would like U> remind him ot the famous song of Dwijendrl 
Lai Roy, namely, “ '* which again was an echo 

of a poem of John Keats of whom Dwijendra liul was a great admirer. 
Britain is not the only country in the worhl and everything British is not 
sacrosanct. There is another country in Kur4»pe calltni France. The 
French people are inainlv agricultural as we Hi‘ngulees are. In Finance, 
before the war taxes colfccted from agricultural interests \\«‘re ear-marked 
for the improvement of agriculture. Thus, this sNhtem of ear-imirking is 
not half so wicked as the Finance Minister thinks it to be -- 


Mfa PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, did you say anything like “blood- 
soiled murderer is an angel when compared with the Ministt*rs“ ^ 

Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Oh, Sir, that is notiiing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you should not have said that. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I bow to your ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No q^uestion of bowing to my ruling. Will you 
please withdraw that expression? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: AH right, Sir, I witlnlraw the expres- 
sion. 

Therefore, Sir, 1 would sugg<*st that the agricultural iiN'ouH* should he 
ear-inarkeil fur the improvenicut of the soil un<l tin' agriculturists and this 
tax should he added to the clause as J have already iinlicatcd. 

With these words, J move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will now call upon Mr. Lalit Chandra Das fo 
move his amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move: tliat after sub- 
clause (3) of clause I of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

“(^) That the income derived from it shall he apjilied sohdy for the 
improvement of agriculture or for projects connecttMl with agri- 
cultural improvement after tlie ce8.Hation of war,'’ 

Sir, in speaking against my 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dus should reserve his speech for tomorrow. 

The House stands adjourned till 3 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournmefit. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th of July, 

1944. 
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ilMiiitrt aimiit 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on tbe 10th 
|oly, 1944;- 

(1) Mr, Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Kader lluksb. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza C’bowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alum Chowdhury. 

(6) Kban Bahadur M. A. Momiu. 

( 7 ) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(8) Mr. B. C. Mukberji. 

(9) Mr. 11. 8, Purnsell. 

(10) Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

(11) Mr. S, N. Sanyal 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First SsssiOfi, 56. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Ijegislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the llth July, 1944, at d p.m., being the fifty* 
eixth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section of 

the Clovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy Phas.^d Sivtiii Hoy, k.c.i.e.)?, wa4 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Communal disturfoanctt. 

206. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister iri 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what districts were 
actually and in fact alle( ted by the eoiiimunal disturbances in the last wettk 
ofMa^-, 1944y 

{h) Has there been any clash between the Hindus and the Muslims If 
•o, how many and in which places K 

(c) How many ha^ve been killed and how many wounded and of the latter 
how many cases are serious h' Have those clashes been mostly between the 
Muslims and the Scheduled ( aste Hindus K 

(d) Were those cases of agrarian troubles}^ What were those cases 
due to? 

MINISTER in Charge Of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) • (a) Khulna and Jes.sore. Although no incidents 

took place in Bakarganj and Faridpur, the tension spread to the bordering 
villages of those districts. 

(/>) Several clashes took place in the Bagorhat subdivision of Khulna, 
notably at Atjuri and Barabaria. A feature of these disturbances was thkt 
they were confined very largely to attacks on the homesteads of the two 
communities and extended over a wide area. Over 500 huts were burnt and 
destroyed. In the Jessore district, clashes took place at Sekra and Bashpur 
in police-station Sailkupa and at Pabahati, police-station Jhenidah. These 
clashes and rumours of the disturbances in Mollahat led to serious com- 
munal ten.sion at Hliatoihat ami Dudsar, police-station Sailkupa in Jhenidah, 
at Noaparahat, police-station Abhoynagar in Narail and in the Sripur 
police-statio^ of the Magura subdivision. 

(c) Five Muslims and one Nama.sudra were killed in the Mollahat 
disturbances in Khulna. 1 huM* no information of the number injured. 
In the Jes.sore district, one Muslim was killed and three Namasudras were 
injured. All the clashes wt^ye between Muslims and Namasudras. 

(d) The disputes were agrarian in origin but quickly assumed a com- 
munal complexion. The Mollahat area is notoriously liable to communal 
ouTbreaks. *1 can give no reason for this. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE; Arising out of (rt). 
will the H on ’hie Minister please state why no mention Iifis been made of 
Dacca ? 

The HoiPblo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Beeau^ I donb4 if ther# was 
any communal diaturbanoe in ike laa4 weak ot Kaiy m Daaea. 

143 
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Rai Bliu^r KEtHAB OHANORA BANER^EEs U it not a fact tkat 
communal disturbances took place in Dacca in the 3rd week of May and 
continued for about a month at regular intervals? 

The Hon’bie Khweja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; So far as 1 urn aware, at the 
time when these disturbances took place there was less tension in Dacca 
than at the time when the communal disturbances broke out in Dacca. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is not Dacca notorious 
for such clashes between members of the two communities? 

The Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the honourable 
member is aware of the fact much better than 1 do, as he has just come from 
Dacca. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does it foUow then, 
Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister does not keep up-to-date information with 
regard to incidents that took place at Dacca during the last four years? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not only during the last 
four years but since 1926. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Arising out of (c), 
the Hon’ble Minister has said that he has no information about the numoer 
of injured. He has only given the number of persons killed. Will he saj'’ 
why it'is not possible to give the number of injured perst^ns? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because, 1 do not think there 
was any large number of people injured — perhaps there were very few cases 
of injured — so they were not mentioned in the reports and representations 
made to me at the time when the incidents took place. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Did the Hon’ble 
Minister make any enquiry as to the number of persons kille«l and injured 
from .the local officers? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information supplied to 
the House is based on the information given by the local officers. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: What is the basis 
of the information of the Hon’ble Minister that five Muslims and one 
Namasudra were killed at Mollahat? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is the report of the 
local officers. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Did not the local 
officers supply information with regard to persons injured? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the District Magistrate and the Superintendent 
of Police did not help the Namasudras while their houses were plundered 
by the goondas? ^ 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not only it is not a fact but 
it is a base calumny that is being spread by a certain class of people. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (ft), has there been any such 
clashes before or is it novel in the present case? 

ThO Hon*bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe it has happened 
more or less in the past. 

Mr* HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (d), will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Qovemihent has taken so far and what 
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other steps Government propose to take in future in order to deiU with 
similar situations, as the Mollahat area, according to liim, is notorioos for 
communal trouble? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaje Sir HMIMUIMliNt 1 am trying to improve the 
relationship of the two conimunities, ‘Rut no special steps have been taken 
for preventing clashes. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KA6IR: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether these communal fecling.s are estranged as a result of com* 
munal propaganda on both sides? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far a^ I knoAv from non- 
official sources, it has been due to certain activities of the Hindu Maha- 
sabha in that area. 

Mr^ HUMAYUN KABIR. Arc we to understand that only one of the 
two organisations is responsible for the oominunal pixipaganda in this area? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the Hon’ble Minister try to ascer- 
tain why Mollahat area is notorious for communal outbreak? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a fact that the League molUiB 
are w'orking in that area sjireading all sorts of runpiurs that they have — 
the Muslims have -got Ptiktsfhnn and that tliey have got rakisihan 
Government at their head? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The incidents look place 
long before the Pdkisfhaii proposal was mooted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it or is it not a fact that the l^eague 
v}4iUas spread' the rumours that they have got Paktsthan? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: League molla^ havcf got 
nothing to do with this propaganda. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Is it not a fact that fanatic mollas have 
been appointed by the Muslim Jjeague to spread fanaticism in this part of 
the district? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think there is any 
truth in that statement. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
please give a particular instance which came to his knowledge that the 
communal disturbance was due to tlie activity of the Hindu Mahasabha 
in that area ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already said that 
a report came to me from a non-official source that due to the establishment 
of certain offices of the Hindu Mahasabha in that area the trouble arose. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: What is the name of the 
gentleman from whom that particular report came? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already told the 
honourable member that this report came from a gentleman belonging to 
that locality where th^e disturbance took place. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of this statement of the Ifon'ble 
Minister, wa.s it due to the activities of the officers that the disturbance 
took place? 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINt No, not doe to any officer. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please «tal# 
what is the name o! the District Magistrate of Khulna and the name of the 
Superintendent of Police, Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the honourable 
member to the Civil List. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
tupplj^ of Civil List to the honourable members of the liCgisl^tive Council 
has been stopped ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A copy of the Civil List may 
be found in the library, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware of the name of the District Magistrate of Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I kpow as much as the 
honourable inenibers opposite know. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to 
tell the names of the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, 
Khulna ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not see any reason why 
1 should supply the information which the honourable members already 
know. ^ 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Ilon’Me 
Minist(‘r j)lease enquire who were the local officers in Khulna at the time of 
the disturbances at Mollahat? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honomabk number 
BO desires, I shall certainly make an enquiry. 

' Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Haviii); roganl to 
the fact that the Hon’ble Minister cannot give any definite idea of the 
number of times that the disturhances took place, liow does he come to the 
conclusion that Mollahat is a notorious ])lace for communal disturbances? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: There were successive dis- 
turbances ill that ])lare. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In spite of my persistent demand tlio 
Hon’blo Minister does not give me the name of tlio District Magistrate 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Das, tlio names of officers should 
not usually be asked for unless you. have special justification for asking 
for names. According to the rules, you are not entitled to ask for the names 
of the officers unless it is necessary to make the question intelligible. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 am not aware of any such rules 
that names of officers must not be asked. 1 just now learn it from you, but 
from the circumstances of the present que.siion does it not show that the 
situation is unusual, iiainely, that there has been serious communal disturb- 
ance and many people have been killed and many others injured in that 
disturbance? ruder these circumstances, is it not necessary to know the 
names of the offieers of Khulna who were responsible for keeping the peace 
of the district and also to know whether the District Magistrate has ^on 
transferred or is .dill there? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, unless you make yourself responsible for 
the allegation that the District Magistrate or the District Superintendent 
of Police or whoever he might be had something to do with. Jibe riot, I do 
not think you are entitled to ask for his name. 



1944 .] 


POINT OF PRIVILEGE. 


ism 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8t Sir, I desire to say that it is not a 
matter of allegration. It is about the inefficiency of the officer tliere. TKf 
inefficiency is apparent, and so 1 think I am entitled to ask questions about 
the officer in order to usrertain whether he i.s still then* nr lu' has been 
transfeired. 1 am not aware of any rule which debars me from makiil|t 
an enquiry about the name of the oflteer who is really responsible for the 
peace and tranquillity of the district— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dus, if I were you I would put the question 
in this way. ‘‘Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
District Mag-istrate during wlu>se term of olUcc the occurienoe took place 
is still there or not?’* 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. It. only shows the difference heiween 
your way of putting things and my way of patting things. 1 pursued the 
ouestion for the simple reason that f wanted to ascertain whetlier he is still 
there. 

Mr. MD. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon hie Minister 

be pleased to state the nanu's of the political organi.sationM or the political 
leaders who are tjying to make capital out ol thest‘ riots? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 don’t think that question arises. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to tell us whether the District Magistrate who is in charge of the dmtriot 
and during whose timt‘ this riot has taken place has ht*(*n tiauslerred from 
that district? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am ver> glad that 
Mr. II aridii.s Mazuindar lias given me this opportunity to make a statement 
about this officer. It wa.s decided to transfer this otiicer at least six months 
ago. As a matter of fact, the Chief Secretary has been most anxious to 
Lave him in the Secretariat here because of his efficiency. Bui at his 
request he was retained there because for private reasons he asked that he 
should not be moved Ivefore duly. Since his appointment this officer has 
for the first time got an opportunity to come to (hilcuttu, and therefore in 
spite of the fact that it ina.\ appear at the present time as if this transfer 
is taking place in view of the incident at Mollahat, the actual facts ai-e just 
the reverse. The Divisional Commi^.Hioner had been tlTiere after the 
incident and had met various deputations from all sides and since then he 
lias sent in a report asking me to issue a communique exonerating the officer. 
But I h(‘ld back the eommunique because a deputation of some of the 
M.L.A’s., and the Ministers belonging to the Scheduled C’asles saw me in 
this connection and I promised them that the Deputy Insjiector-deneral of 
Police would go to the place of occurrence personally and hold an emiuiry. 
As a matter of fact, the Deputy Inspector-General is waiting in my room 

t ‘u8t now. He has come to see me before he leaves for the place. As soon as 
118 report is received, Government will issue a communique on the result of 
the enquiry held by the Commissioner of the Division first and the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police, afterwards. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may I rise on a point of privilege 
of this House? In connection with the discussion on the amendments to 
^he Agricultural Income-tax Bill yesterday, some members of this House 
wanted to speak after the Hon’ble Minister had replied on behalf of Govern- 
ment and the Chair, though not definitely yet in so many words, did not 
allow the member to speak. We think that this matter should 
once and for all, namely, whether in the case of amendments ^ a Bill thjt 
epeech of the Hon’ble Minister on behalf of Government should 
word or whether members of the House had a right to speak 
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the Hon’ble Minister made his reply on the subject. In this respect 
so far as the rules of this House are concerned, there is no specific or parti- 
cular rule, but it appears that this matter did arise once in the Central 
Assembly and there it was held by the Hon’ble President of the Central 
Assembly that the speech of an honourable member on behalf of the Govern- 
ment was not the last word on the debate on the amendments, and that 
even after he had spoken any other member of the House had a right to 
speak. May I refer to the Central Assembly Debate of 1927, pages 2655-56? 
ibe President of the Central Legislative Assembly on that occasion ruled : 
‘^The honourable member should have known that the proper time for him 
to rise was when the HonMjle the Couunerce Member was called and not 
after he began his speech.” Let me stale clearly what happened. Mr. T. 
Prakasani wanted to raise that point while Sir (Charles Innes, the Commerce 
Member, was in the midst of a speech and then he was told that he ought to 
have raised the point either before ibe Hon’ble Member began his speech or 
when he had concluded. After this, the President proceeded “it is not 
proper to interrupt a member in that way when he is making a speech, 
tlitner the honourable member should have risen to the point of order at the 
time when J culled upon tlie Hon’ble (’oininerce Member or should rise now 
when he has concluded his speech. The point of order which the honourable 
member raises is whether the speech of the Hon’ble the Commerce Member 
concliuh's the delmte on the amiuuiments. Tlie honourable uieinhcr knows as 
well as J do that the Governtnent rcyh/ is not the last word on the debate on 
tiT/iendments to a Uill and therefore the debate does not conclude w'ith the 
speech of the Hon’bh' (.’onnncrce Member'*. I’liis will be found in the 
ruling of the l*rcsideni of the (Central Assembly at page 2656, of their 
proceedings of the year 1927; 1 can hand over tlu^ ])ook to you. Sir, if you 
like. (A voick: That is not the practice here.) Sir, I hear a faint voice 
that it is not the procc'duie of this Ho\ise. As this House has not laid 
down a particular proctMlure for thivS purpose and the rules do not say that 
no non-official niembi^r can speak after the reply on behalf of (jovernment 
38 math*, so the general ])rinciple of the rule of bar cannot be invoked unless 
it is .specifically enacted. In this view the right of a member to speak after 
the speech of a (joverument Member eannot be taken away unless there is 
a specific bar. The President of the (’eiitral TiOgislative Assembly has 
allowed this practice and moreover there is nothing against it in our own 
rules of procej^iire whicli make it inapplicable to the j>rocee«hngs in our 
House. It is a matter of the rights and privileges f)f members of this 
House and they cannot be curtailed by implication, as the ruling referred 
to above denotes. Although there is no such rule, if is a matter of practice 
and convention that, on previous occasions members were allow’ed to .speak 
even after the speeches of the members of Government. 

Mr. PRESIDEnV: Mr, Dutta, as far as I remember you are perfectly 
right that there is no bard and fast rule in this respect; but the convention 
in the Bengal Legislature has been that Government have practically the 
last say in a debate in respect of amendments to a Bill. And you will no 
doubt agree with me, that in order to have a finality in a debate, it is always 
convenient for the Minister in charge of a Bill to speak last so that he can 
reply to points raised by different non-official members in course of the 
debate. That has been the practice and that has been the convention of 
the Bengal TiCgislature. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: If the Hon’ble Minister 
raises any new points in his reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no hard and fast rule. If the Hon’ble 
Minister raises a new point altogether and it is found necessary on that 
ground to allow some honourable members to speak, it may be done. But 
the existing convention is a salutary one, and should be ^adhered to as far 
as possible. 
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•ir, HUMAYUN KABIR: May 1 sab'uiit, Sir, that the eonveiitioti hat 
been that even after the Hon 'hie Minister in charge has spoken, members 
have been allowed to speak. But the Hon’ble Minister in charge has a 
right of final replj^— right of a second reply after which there is no further 
discussion. You will remember. Sir, thal both your predwessor and you 
yourself on occasions have permitted members to speak after the Hon^^ble 
Minister had spoken an<i theref )re the Hoirble Minister have a second 
right of reply. In this connection, I would also refer to section 42 of our 
Council rules where, thougli it does not deal w'ith amendments, 

Mr* PRESIDENTS It, deals with substantive motion: in the cavse of a 
substantive motion there is a stHOiid right of reply hut it does not apply 
to amendments — an amendment is not a substantive motion. 

Mr* HUMAYUN KABIR: What I was going to submit was (liat that 
convention has been extended to amendments also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But my experience is just the other way. The 
Minister in charge is allowed to wind up the debate and to have the last 
say. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What I am suggesting is that after the 
Hon’ble Minister bus spoken, members who want to speak may speak and 
thereafter the Minister lias a second right of reply after which no further 
discussion can take place. j 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Bui, Mi. Kabir, that is with regard to a substan- 
tive motion. You now want to introduce this procedure in the case of 
amendments also; but amendments are not substantive motions: that is 
the distinction to whicli 1 would draw your attention. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I submit that the rules are there; but the 
converiti(»n has u( tuall\ been f(d lowed in this House of allowing members to 
speak after the Hon’ble Miniate? 's speech in case of amendments also. If 
jou will look up the old proceedings of the House, you will find, Sir, that 
the late President and you yourself in the past allowed members to speak 
after the Minister and then allowed the Minister to give a final reply. Both 
the late President, and you, after assuming charge nave permitted a second 
right of reply to the Minister, although there is no definite provision. 
Therefore, 1 suggest that the procedure laid down in the case of a substan- 
tive motion has been, by convention, extended in the case of amendments 
also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. I shall look up the matter. 

Adjoumment MoHImi* 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, may I mention 

about my adjournment motion regarding the sugar position in JalpaiguriP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: About your adjournraenf motion, I find from tb© 
statement of the Hon’ble Minister yesterday that he has sent some quantity 
of sugar from Calcutta: 540 bags to Jalpaiguri and 360 bags to the Alipore 
Duars. These are exceptional movements and he has taken the risk 
although the movement has not been authorised by the Sugar Controller. 
Hae it been actually despatched? 

The Hoffl*tile Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Yes, Sir, the orders have 
been given to the department to do so as soon as possible. But I am not 
in a position to say whether they have been able to find wagons. Instruc- 
tions have been given to despatch the bags as soon as the wagons are avarl- 
«bk. It is for the railway to give us wagons for whcih we have asked — • 
it is for them to sanction wagons. We can’t do anything in the matter. 
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Mr* PRCiipiNTl The difficulty about your adjournment motion, 
Mr. Mahalanobisb, is that you want to censure the Government for failure 
to supply sujjfar. Now, the supply of sugar does not lie with the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. The adiournment motion can be moved if there is failure 
with regard to a particular duty for wdiich the Provincial Government is 
responsible. Supply of sugar is not primarily a responsibility of the 
Provincial Government. There are three stages. First of all, the 
provincial quota. Provincial ouota is fixed by the Central Government 
with reference to the total ali-India production and total all-India consump- 
tion. Then, the district alloiinenlH are made bv the Provincial Government 
out of the ppvincial quota. Thereafter, the Government of India come in 
again for distribution of the supply. The Government of India Control 
transport. Therefore, distribution lies w'ith the Cdlitral Government. The 
supply is actually controlled not by the Provincial Government but by the 
Central Government and I wanted to find out from Mr. Snhrawardy wjiether 
he actuallv had made arrangements for distribution though that is not the 
reBponsibility of the Provincial Government. If he has done so, then that 
takes away much from the urgency of the matter and the w’oakness of your 
motion lies there. 1 hope you appreciate the point. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: 1 regret, 1 cannot 
appreciate the observation that has fallen from the Chair; but I still beg 
to submit that the Question of supply to Bengal depends upon the niea.sure8 
that are taken or should be taken hv the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies. The Government of Imlia allots c.erlain to Bengal and 

leaves that quota entirely at the dispo.sal of the (iovernment of Bengal in 
the Department of (’ivil Supplies and then, as to how, when ami what 
quantity would he supplied to each district these things are to he settled 
by the Civil Supplies Department of the Government of Bengal. The 
question of despatch and the (|uestion of the selection of the nulls.- -they 
are all dependent upon the order or direction or request of the Civil Supplies 
Department. It is not the Government of India who sends sugar to 
Jalpaiguri or elsewhere. (Khan Sahih Faeiduddin Ahmad: Yes.) Do 
pot interrupt me. I say it is not the Government of India 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid it is not. I very carefully went 
through the statement of the Hon’ble Minister and from it I came to the- 
conclusion that the Government of India allot the provincial quota and out 
of the provincial quota the Bengal Government allot the district qiiotii and 
the district <iut>ta is distributed by the ('entral (Tov(‘rnment because they 
control transport; supply, therefore, in effect lies with the Central Govern- 
ment and not with the Provincial Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. may I correct the 
honourable member’s impression? The Central Government allot the mills 
They also allot the quantity tjmt should be sent from each mill. We have 
nothing to do with this. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Then, Sir, am T to. 
understand that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies has nothing to do 
in the matter? (Khan Sahib Fariduhdin Ahmad: Absolutely nothing to 
do.) I may just remind the honourable members on the other side that 
they should not interrupt me in this way. The Hon’ble Minister is fully 
competent to defend himself or to make a statement. Sir, what is done 
ordinarily? You will please take into account the ordinary procedure that 
is followed. Unless the Hon’ble Minister moves, the Government of India 
does not^ move in the matter of supply. The Government of India leaves 
,the quota for the province in the hands of the Bengal Government to be 
4ealt with by the Civil Supplies Department. The Hon’ble Minister after 
making arrangements refers them to the Government of India and the 
Centre does not interfere with the arrangements 

Mr. PREiiDENT: Mr. Mabalanobish, you must convince me on one 
point before I give my consent, namely, that Hie dietribption is the fuaetioik 
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of the local OoTernineint. You e&niLot move your adjoamme&t motion unlesa 
you can prove that distribution is primarily a concern of the Itwal 
ijoverninent. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRA VIRTI : What ts the function of 
a Minister tiien, if he cannot move matter F 

Mr. PRE8 IDENTs I cannot tell you that. You study the Govern^ 
ment of India Act and find it out. Here is the statement made by the 
Hon^ble Minister yesterday and I take it that the statement is corriH't. If 
there i.s any mistake in the statement^ you better point it out. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May 1 point out one thinj;. Sir? The 
Government of India allot the quota for Bengal and the Bengal Governmeni 
allot the quota for different ilistricts. This is admitted. But, since the 
Government of Bengal have taken upon themselv(*s the responsibility of 
allotting the quotas for different districts, they should also take upon them- 
selves the responsibility of moving in the matter and seeing that tlo^aa 
quotas reach the districts even if transport is a Central subject. Nnw^ 
since the Government of Bengal have taken upon themselves the respons- 
ibility of distributing the quotas to the districts, they incidentally take 
upon dhemselves the responsibility of moving the prt)pt‘r quarters and 
getting the transport and sending the supplies to the districts and so long 
as proper action is not taken by the Bengal Goveruinent, they stand the 
risk of being censured. 

There is another thing. Sir. The quota that is allotted for .lalpaiguri 
is lo,(K)0 bags but the Sugar ('ontndler allotted only 12dltH) bugs anti no 
explanation lias b(*en given as to whether this Governmeni or the Minister 
for Civil Supplies actually moved the Sugar ('ontroller to see that the 
total (luantity of ir),()00 hags is actually allotted to Jalpaiguri. The 
Bengal tiovernment cannot evade their responsibility of seeing that the 
allotted <]uota actually reaches the place, otherwise the business of the 
Biuignl (loverniiHUit is practii'ally that of a mere clerk. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 cannot agree to this. Since* it is the iluiy of 
the Central Government to supply and distribute sugar, 1 cannot give my 
(onsenl to the adjournment motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, there is one matter in which ih4» 
Government of Bengal has been responsible and that is to see that tha 
monthly quotas are properly sent by the Central Governmeni. When one 
nuota ha.s been sent the Governiiit*nt of India should be moved in tinn* for 
tne next instalment to be sent in time. If the Hon’ble Minister for Civi} 
Supplies can tell us that he has 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, the motion is not that. You just read 
the motion first. I have already given iny ruling in the matter and I can- 
not allow any discussion of my ruling. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, there is a way out of it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, I have givcm my ruling^ 
already. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: All right, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next item ie the Bengal Agrictilturol Uwom»- 
HilBix Bill. Mr. Daa. 
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The Bengal Agricultural Ineome^ax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAS: Sir, yesterday, I moved the amendment 
which stands in my name and it runs as follows: that after sub-claUvse (•$) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

**(^) That the income derived from it shall he applied solely for the 
improvt'ment of agriculture or for projects connected with agri- 
cultural improvement after the cessation of war”. 

Sir, a very wrong lead was given by the Hon’hle Finance Minister to 
the members of the Government Party. In his opening speech he led the 
members of the Government Party and iJhlso us to believe that the subven- 
tion of 10 crores was very much dcjM*ndent upon the passing of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax jlill. "I’liat is whu. lie said and he urged upon the 
House that the Bill should he passed expeditiously without the change of 
even a comma. In fact, he directed that the Government amendments 
should not be moved. I think this was a very wrong lead. Today the 
broadcast speech of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal has appeared 
in the pajicrs and you will find therefrom that the subvention of 10 crores 
is an accomplishcul fact; it has ahsolutidy nothing to do with the passing 
of the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. All that His Excellcncv mentioned 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, is the Inmour- 
able member satisfied with ten crores only? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: You arc raising an altogt‘th<‘r wrong 
issue. Whether wc shall he satisfied with 10 crores or mon* is an altogether 
different question. The thing is that the Finance Minister told us in his 
opening speech that the subvention of 10 crores from the (irov(‘rnment of 
India was very much dependent ui)on the way in which we dealt with the 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill now being debated on the flixir of the House. 
In fact, he was citing this Bill as one of the principal factors in our getting 
the subvention. lie urged upon the members of the Government Party 
Jiot to cliaiigc’a comma of the Bill and not to move i‘ven the very reasonable 
ttiiK'ndmenls (hat they had given notice of. The Finance Minister further 
added that liowevm- reasonable be the amendments of tlu* Op]U)siti()n, it 
would not be ixissible for him to accept any of them, as that would entail 
the Bill being referred to the I..ow(*r House. If >ou read the s])eech of 
His Exi-ellenev the Governor that has appeared in today's papers, you will 
find that all tliat. the G ovenior says is that for the purpose of adding to the 
provincial revenues we sliouUl p.iss the Agricultural Incomc-lux Bill. That 
IS the utmost that In* says; nowwhere in his speiadi is there any indication 
that thf* Bill should he passed swiftly and that amendments however 
reasonable they may be should go. As a matter of fact, the fatwa given by 
the Finance Minister is very much like what is implied in the adage 

fvnrf^ v|:5n, TOn *oi, 

That is the position of the members of the Government Party. However 
reasonable our amendments may be. they will go to the Government lobby 
and vote against and come back. That is their position. Sir. And I 
protest against the way in which we are being treated directly or indirectly 
oyMhe Government having a majority on their side. 

With the above preliminary remarks, I desire to say that ag^riculture 
is the onix, the pivot on wTiieh the whole financial and economic position 
of Bengal de]>en(ls. The rigours of another famine should be averted in 
future and whether Bengal is to live in plenty and sufficiency very much 
depends upon the improvement of agriculture. There cannot be two 
*opiiiions on this point. The Agriculture Department is therefore one of 
toe most important departments for which special provision should be made. 
While opposing amenament No, 12, the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
•swore by the Floud Commission; he was a member of that Commission and 
lie swore by it. And swearing by the Floud Commission he said that it 
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amgt be a permanent measure and all sorts of things. Will he, remember 
bia own performance? That is what I desire to know. As a signatory to 
ilid majority report of the Floud Commission, he was n party to the 
recommendations made therein endorsing what we are proposing in this 
amendment, but he is now opposing tne same proposition. The Floud 
Commission recommended that when thc^Agiicuhural Income-tax Bill is 
to be enacted, it in list be seen that the income derived from it is utilised 
solely for the improvement of agriculture and for projects connected with 
agricultural improvement. That is. Sir, vrhat the Floud ('ommis.sion 
reported. If the zemiiidary system is not to be aboli.sheil, if only tinkering 
measures aie to be adoi)ted according to the .suggestions of the t’loud (Com- 
mission, it is no u.se swearing by the name of Fb>nd romrnission. The 
Floud Commis.sion recommended that the income derived should be utilised 
for agricultural purposes. It is evaded by the argument advaneod by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister lliat it is bad finance to ear-murk tiu' proceeds 
derived from a particular source for a particular purpose. Sir, 1 fail to 
understand the logic of it. 1 fail to understand how such an important 
body us the Floinl ('ommi.s.sion could recommend in the way it did unless 
it was convinced that would l>c tor the goo<l of the agri('ultui ists. Far- 
marking means that the ineonu* is to be spent for the improvement of 
agricultuie. 1 desire to point out that there is al.so precedent with respect 
to this. 1 would refer the members of the House to the Ilailway Boanl of 
the (jroverrnnent of India. The Railway Board ha.s it.s own iiieoine. It 
has got its own lailway budget (juite separatt* from the gemual budget of 
the Central (lovernment. The Railway Board is n‘s])onsible for all improve- 
ments of railways, 'rhere ar<‘ surpluses and sometimes these surpluses are 
^iven to meet deficit in the giuieial budget of the Central (lovernment. So 
it adds to the levenues of the (iovernment of India also. It has been said 
that you (‘annot have a separate lunlget so far as the ugrieulturui income 
is coiiceriu'd, as in Bengal we have one budget and so <»n. We may have 
one budget and to this we can have no objection. h)ven if there is one 
budget then* cannot be any difliculty in llie way of ear-marking a particular 
amount of inoiiey for the improvymont of agriciiitun^. You may say that 
the Government did enough for the improvement of agriculture and that 
the Government have advanced as much as tw'o.cronvs and that they intend 
to do more. But I do say that tw'o crores of rupees is not sutlicient for 
the purpose of improvement of agriculture. At lea.st then* should be 4 or 
5 crores of rupees allotted for the purpo.s<‘. If in addition to two crores, 
for agriculture the income derived from the agrieultiiral income-tax is added, 
that w<mld be a fair amount wdtb w'hieli the AgricMiltural Board can w(»rk. 
I have my own idea of Agricultural Board. The Hon’ble Finance Minister 
may say they have already got an Agricultural Board. But that is not the 
Board we have in contemplation. 

There must be u Board wliicli w'ill remain responsible to the Legislature 
for all its actions. It must be a Board not merely consisting' of experts 
which will merely give advice about agriculture but it must consist 
also of representatives of both the ilou.ses and must be* made responsible 
for each of its actions to the Legislature. That is my idea of an Agri- 
cultural Board. For the purpose of getting an all-round improvement of 
agriculture we must have a plan, say a five-year plan, and an elaborate 
machinery to execute that plan. Therefore, I say that the agricultural 
income-tax receipts should be ear-marked and should be added to the fund 
already supplied by Government from general resources. If the Board is 
left at the mercy of the whims and caprices of the present Government, 
then no agricultural improvement can be made. The Hon’ble Minister says 
that ear-marking is bad finance. But what about the jute tax.^ A promise 
was held out that the income derived from jute would be devoted for the 
improvement of the jute-growers. But such promises are hardly made good. 
With regard to this Bill also, we have received sym pathetic reply that 
more funds would be set apart for the improvement of agriculture. But that 
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will not do. There must be something like a legislative en^tment aAd» 
therefore, I urge that this should be ear-marked now by a provision made in 
this Bill effect to this being given “after the cessation of the war''. This 
only differentiutes niy iimemlmcut tiom tli.it of Mr. llaridas Mazumdar. 
1 have Huid “;iftci tlie war”, hccuuso tlic (jovciiuiiciil miglit say that our 
resources are iH<t enough to meet various deiuauds and therefore wo want 
more money for the duration of the war. This income may be devoted for 
the purpose of the improvement of agrciulture and for projects connected 
with agriculture after the war. 

AVith these f<‘W words, I mo\e my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that after sub-clause (3') -of 
clause I of the Bill, the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

**{4) That the income derived from it shall be applied solely for the 
improvement of agriculture or for projects conne(‘ted with agri- 
cultural improvement.". Since then an amendment has been 
made f)y Mr. Ijalit Chandra Das that after the word “improve* 
inent“ the w’ords “after the cessation of war", be added. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, i beg to support the 
amendment that has been mo\ed b> im> honouiuble lrien*l Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. It has heon sunl, Sir, tlial it i^ bad fimuice to ear-mark a tux lor a 
definite purpose. We ha<l tin's from no h'ss a jierson than tlie Htin'ble 
the Finance Ministi*r liim.selt. I would n‘quesl him to consider this matter 
mon^ seriously and lo<»k to tlie liistoiy of tin' various statutes imposing 
additional burden upon the tax-payers with the object of improving the 
nation-building dejiurtments. Sir, before the present (rovernment of India 
Act was enacted, under the old Diar<*hy, wlien there were transferred 
Bubjdcls administered by Afinisters and reserved subjects administered by 
Members of the Executive C/Ouneil, we know that the llon’ble Ministers 
were ham|)ered for want of funds for the nation-building departments. The 
Court-f(*es Act was ann'iuled and the court-fees were inereased, the Stamp 
Act was amended an<l the rate of stamps jiayable under the Stamp A(‘t was 
also inereaNed witli tlie .sole object of providing funds for the nation-building 
departments. I would request the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and the 
members of this House to bx^k iq) to the various statutes enac ted by the 
Bengal Legislature, since the introduction of the Morley-Minto Kelonn*!. 
1 hope. Sir, they will find that although repeatedly promises were held out 
that funds available from the increased income derived fn>m these sources 
would he utili.sed holely for the nation-building departments, the income 
was not so utilised but merged into the general funds of the province and 
to our gn*at disappointment we find the nalion-building departments starved 
in the same way as before w'ithout any hojn* of being supplied with sufficient 
funds for imjirovemeni and develojiinent (d tlie same. That is our experi- 
ence so far a.s the past is 4*oneerned. 1 would now refer the llon’ble the 
Finance Minister to the signalorit^s to the Floud Commission Report. I 
find there experienced men like Sir F, A. Suidise who had vast experience 
of the people of this country, who had vast experience of the finance of the 
province and held many responsible posts. 1 find, Sir, among the signa- 
tories Dr. Kndha Kiimiul Mukherjee who was then a member of this House. 
1 find the Ta*ader of this Houfie a member of the Floud Commission and a 
signatory to the Floud Conimivssion Report. 1 find my honourable and 
esteemed friend Khun Bahadur M. A. Momin a signatory to this report. I 
would request the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to consider whether these 
gentlemen were not speaking seriously when they stated in their report that 
the income derived from the tax should be used tolely for the purpose for 
which I am moving my amendment. I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble tne Finance 
Minister wrill give these responsible gentlemen the credit that they were 
i^eaking seriously when they spoke about the tax being used iolely for the 
p^poses as stated herein. I submit, Sir, that this is a matter which ought 
Uot to be treated lightly and I would request the honourable membm 
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gupporting th« Government to consider it seriously. 1 would also request 
fto honourable members of this House to consider the words verv carefully ^ 
the words used in the Floud Commission Report are “income shall be applied 
iolsVy for the improvement of agrrieuHure or projects connected therewith.'* 
It has been suggested by the Hon’ble the Eihanc%» Minister that the budget 
of ihe present year has'made a provision for the agricultural improvement 
which would far increase the income that will accrue from the present tax. 

I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was not serious when he mad© 
this statement on the floor of this House. 1 would request him to look up 
his own budget a little more carefully ami see whether the claim which h© 
makes that there is provision in the budget for agricultural iinprovemenl and 
projects can be substantiated or not. 1 would ask the honourable members 
and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to remember the word “project” very 
carefully and 1 would request them to mark the dictionary meaning of the 
word “project”. The word “project”, 1 fiml. means “a d<*sign or a .scheme 
or a plan; something which is designed, intended or devised; it is something 
of a practical nature thrown out for consideration as to its being 
done, a thing designeil becomes project when it is matured and 
eettled as a thing to he accomplished.” Now. Sir, having ascertaineil 
the (lictimuiry meaning of the word “project” and what it impiirts and 
what the authors of the Floud (ommission intended, 1 would now request 
the Hon’hle the Finance Minister to con.sider whether in hmlget there 
is any provision, as he claims, for the purposes indicated above. Looking, 
to the budget of the (loverniuent of Ihuigal i<>r tin* \<»ur nt4-4-4o, 1 am 

referring in the first instance to the U<*d Hook at page I under the head 
“Receipts”, w<‘ find that for the years thi« cstiinate which the 

Hon* hie the Finance Mini.stei makes of the possible receipts <-omes to 08 
lakhs and Hi tlmnsands rnpecs. 


We find tl;at for the year 1114 t-4o llie estimate which tin? Ilon’hle the 
Finance Minister inal<e.s of the jms'.ihlc receipts conics to Us. 08,10,000. 
Looking now to page o on the cxpemlitnre side, we find the llon’hh* iMnanc© 
Mi nisler has estimated the jirohahlc expenditure Lj he Us. 1,80,00,000. At 
page 00 of the same book one will find kh<* detail of the expenses and I 
would draw attention id' the lionourahle members of this House to eonsider 
very carefully the provisions made theiein. In the remarks eoluinn at page 
GO, one finds the following note: “The revised estimate is higher than the 
budget bv Rs. 50,34,000; out of this Rs, 54,84,000 is due to high exiienditup 
on the ‘Grow-more-food’ schemes” mainly as a result of supplying seeds in 
the current year for the grow-more-food campaign of U»e year 15)44-45. Now 
if we consider the expenses us noted at ]»age 00, we would find tliat besides 
{he amount necessary for purtdia.sing seeds, a substantial jiortion of it is 
recovered back again from the sale proceeds, the rest of the provision is 
eaten up by the salaries and travelling allowances of the otlicers concerned, 
appointed for the purpose. One would have to knock his head a good deal 
to find anywhere in the budget any scheme, any design or any project for 
agricultural improvement. I would reiiuest the Ilon’hle the Finance 
Minister to consider that he should give some intelligence to the memhers of 
the Floud Commis.sion who signed the rejiort that they did not mepi that 
the tax from the agricultural income would he devoted in maintaining a 
highly paid staff of ofiicers without inukiug any pnivision for projects 
eonnected with the improvement of agriculture. As a matter of fact, there 
are various matters which are jiending in this connection for the consideration 
of the Government for a long time. One of the most imi>urtarit matters in 
this connection is the question of the manufacture of ammonium sulphate, 
and other chemical manures on a large scale for supjily to the agriculturists 
as scientific manure. I would refer the Hon’hle the Finan;;c Minister to 
what has been done by the Government of Bihar which k now being 
governed under section 93 of the Government of India Act. 31 r. Hfmr. tne 
liivelopitt^nt Commissioner of the Bihar Government, at a press 

tho 6th^ <lay that they bAv© various plans and projects lor 
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improvement of the agncultura) resources of the province. I would ask the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister and the Hon’ble the Agriculture Minister, and 
the Leader of the Upper House, to study those plans and projecte and* also 
to ear-mark a sum of money at least for this purpose. Mr. Dhar also stated 
that they had got matured a' project for the manufacture of ammonium 
su]j[)hate which is a very imiiortant chemical fertilivser. If they invited 
British exjierts to come to the jirovince of Bihar to set up plants for the 
manufacture of aniinoniiim sulphate, the scheme, it wa« stated by Mr. Dhar, 
would reciuire financing to the extent of Rs. 2 crores. I may mention for 
the information of the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister and also for the 
edification of the Hon’ble the Minister f(»r Agriculture that by applying 
ecientific manure like ammonium suipliatc and other manures the yield 
of crops, specially rice, can be increased to twice its present quantity if not 
more. Bengal at prest3nt is said to he a deficit province so far as rice is 
concerncil. We have seen the disastrous result when there was a failure of 
crop for a single year. As a mutter of fact, in some districts or other, for 
want ol proper rainfall in September, 1 mean in the districts in Western 
Bengal, rice plants are dried up and we get very little yield of rice during 
such years of drought. If, as J have proposed, the entire income from the 
agricultural income-tax is ear-marked lor subvention of a project to manu- 
facture ammonium sulphate and for distrihution of the same to the culti- 
vators, it would not only be a boon to the (.ultivators but would solve ond 
of the most intricate problems of the ju-ovince of Bengal relating to the 
supply of foodstuffs. 1 cannot help in this connection referring to tho 
observations recently made by the Leader of the House at a press conference 
held at tlie Writers’ Buildings on the 24th May. The Uon’ble the Agricul- 
ture Minister stated that the normal yield of rice in the province is about 
88 lakhs of tons annually, according to some only 80 lakhs of tons. He 
further said that the annual reiiuirement of the ])rovince at the rate of half a 
seer per head per day is 100 lakh tons. H(‘, however, him.self admitted 

that 1 hope the lion’hle Minister for Agrii ulture will hear wlmt I say 

and not discuss with some other member wlxui I am si)eeially drawing hi.-* 
attention to a very important piiint. As 1 was saying he himself admitted 
that half a seer is the barest minimum and he stated tliat the standard should 
be 10 (‘hitlacks per head per day. At that rate the annual requirements 
would be 125 lakh tons. I w’ould join issue with the Agriculture Minister 
here when he says that 10 chitt^cks should be the standard rate, I hope 
that the Hon’ble the Agriculture Minister knows it full well that the 
labourers and cultivators consume at least one seer of rice a day and that 
during the planting and harvesting seasons they consume more. Now, on 
the basis of one seer of rice for the cultivating population and 10 chittackt 
for other population will strike an average of 13 chit tacks per head whic.h 
would require about 170 lakh tons. It is, therefore, clear that unless we 
can increase the yield to more than twice its present quantity, we cannot 
hope to nuike Bengal self-sufficient in rice even. The Hon’ble the Agricul- 
ture Minister proposes that the waste lands in Bengal, about 37^ lakhs of 
acres, should be cultivated under the “grow-more-food” campai^'. I am 
afraid, how’ever, that if it is intended to utilise all the reclaimed waste 
lands and forests for rice cultivation, the scheme would be a failure. I 
will remind the^ Hon’ble Minister that Bengal has suffered most on account 
of the denudation of forest areas and converting the lands into cultivated 
lands. Not only do we not get sufficient crops from the majority of the 
lands so reclaimed but deforestation brings in disaster to the province in 
the shape of high floods and erosion of lands. I hope I have said enough 
tc induce the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to accept the amendment before 
the House. With these words, I support the amendment. 

KlUUi Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to support the 
amendment of my friend Mr. Das. It is well known that the Flond 
Commission has recommended that the agricultural income-tax receipts 
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■boold be spent exclusively for tbe purpose of the iinprovemeui of aprriciil. 
ture; but there is no such provision in the Bill. The presence of the 
war has created so much dislocation and so much void in the financial 
circle, that there is some justification for the inclusiou of such an amend- 
ment as this. Yesterday His Excellency the Governor in a radio talk 
disclosed that the Government of India had granted 10 iTores of rupees to 
Bengal. So the immediate void that might have been created by tlie war 
has ^one. There is no further urgency about the passage of this Bill, In 
the circumstances, there is no further justification for opposing this necessary 
amendment. In his amendment Mr. Lalit Chandra Das desires that the 
operation of this Bill should begin after the terminalion of the war. By 
that time our position w'ould be much better. So there is no valid reason as 
to why this amendment should not lie accepted. We are taxing agriculture 
and, in 'taxing agriculture, we are certainly taxing the patieiu e of the people. 
The decision to spend the proceeds of the tax for imjjroveinent of agriculture 
would give the people some jisychological compensation for the tux and make 
it less unbearable. 

This is a new imposition and tbe people would likely take it as a julum on 
tbe part ot Government. So, if you give the people sametiling by way of 
sentimental consolation that will go a great way to relieve the dissatisfaction 
of the jieople. Then there is another aspect of tlie matter. If' you s|>end 
the whole of this income for the improvement of agriculture, tlie agricul- 
tural income of the people would expand giving a larger tux yield. This tax 
would further improve agriculture which will again give you better yield in 
tax. Thus, hy action and reaction the agricultural income of the jieople will 
increase and make them progressively prosperous. A great difliculty of the 
province is the dearth of food and if this amendment is adopted, I think it 
would con-siderably solve the food problem of the province. In the circum- 
stances, 1 find no difficulty in the llon’ble Minister’s accepting the amend- 
ment and I would ask him to reconsider his decision and aia’cpt this amend- 
meiit. The allocation of Us. 10 crores by the (iovernment of India has 
taken away all the urgency about the Bill. The great vacuum in the 
provincial finance is gone, and the grant of the sulivention is no longer 
dependent on the passing of this haaly drafted Bill. It should no doubt 
be passed but in a proper form. We can afford to wjiit for some time. 
Necessary amendments should therefore he accepted. Tlie aloofness of the 
Minister in charge or his turning u deaf ear to all reasonable requests for 
improvement is no longer justified. The announijement has completely 
changed the sihiation. In these circumstauces, may 1 ask the llon’ble 
Minister to reconsider his decision because the urgency is gone, the gap is 
well filled up and now there is only the question of a normal passage of the 
Bill. Moreover, this Bill consists of serious errors and bad mistakes and 
therefore it is quite proper that it should be passed with necessary amend- 
ments. There is no hurry. After amendments accepted in this House the 
Bill will go to the other House. In this view of things there should be 
no fetters upon the supporters ot Government and a fresn direction may be 
given to them accordingly. Now, Sir, he is unnecessarily gagging hie 
supporters. Their talents and intelligence are simply being choked. In 
fact, their talents are practically being frozen as the United States Govern- 
ment some time ago froze the (Tedit of the Japanese Government. A vast 
amount of talent is lying waste. The supporters of Government are simply 
reduced and confined to the task of interrupting the members of the 
Opposition. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will kindly come to the rescue of 
hiB supporters and give them some scope for disfmssion and debate. 
(Mr. Md. Habibx7LL.\h Chowdhury: What are you there forP) An 
esteemed member asks why I am here. I am in the independent bench a» 
independence is the cry of the day. Independence is our goal. The honour- 
able member is welcome here. I have declared independence and have 
secured freedom of speech. 

With these few words, I support the amendment. 
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Khan Bahadur III* A, MOMIIIS Sir, tlie House will remember ibat 
Ihe time of the (consideration of this Bill a lot of discussion took place round 
4his very point and I explained to the House the reasons why in my opinion 
^e earnmarking should not be done. I find that all those arguments ha^e 
fallen on deal ©ais; and the entire discussion today has centered round the 
Floud Commission lieport on this point. I think it will be my duty to 
explain to the House wlvat the (^minission had in their minds when they 
made this recommendation 

Mr, 8HRI8H QHANDRA OHAKRAVERTIs The trouble is that what 
you say, you do not follow in action. You preoch one thing but at the 
time of voting you go over there to vote. 

Khan Bahadur M. A, MOMIN: At that time, we all saw that agricul- 
ture was being starved and Government did not spend enough money on 
Agriculture. We also were not vepy much in favour of the agricultural 
income-tax as an intermediate stage between the abolition of the Permanent 
Bettlement and the present state of things. We wanted the abolition of the 
Pei'raanent Settlement altogether, so that there might be no intermediary 
between the actual tillers of the soil and the State. For several reasons, 
that reconynendation was accepted but it was felt that it would perhaps be 
very ditftcult to carry that recommendation immediately. So as an 
€td interim measure it was decided to give some income to the Government 

the imposition of the agricultural income-tax; but this was not a measure 
which we favoured and as such when we made this rccomuiendalion it was 
Auggested that the income should be entirely devoted to agricultural 
improvement. The conditions which existed then do not exist now. As I 
tiaid before, this agricultural income-tax will not bring us perhaps more 
than 50 lakhs of rupees which is 'nothing compared to the amount we require 
for hll-round agricultural improvement. Be.sides the subvention we are get- 
ting from the Government of India on which very much stress has been laid, , 
the Government of Bengal is making lurpe and liberal grants from their 
own budget for the improvement of agriculture. Only on the irrigation 
iide, a sum of nearly I crore of rupees has been allotted. Therefore, except 
merely for argument’s m^ke I don’t think the question of oar-inarking a 
certain income will be of any importance at all. The members on the other 
iido are strongly supporting this amendment. I do not know whether they 
Are doing it only to embarrass the general revenues of Bengal or for the 
|>urpo8e of giving some relief to the agriculturists. If the latter is their 
Intention, I IhinK they have misiudged their recommendation. If you say 
that a particular income from the agricultural inwme-tax should be ear- 
marked for agriculture, naturally by implication the tendency should l)e 
to see that the Government get much from this soiirce. Now, since the 
Floud (Commission had finished its labours. Government is making large 
grants bec^iuso they have realised that the prosperity of the whole country 
depends on the improvement of agriculture. I do not think you will be 
really doing any tangible good to agriculture by ear-marking the income 
from this tax. Mr. Das has suggested that this ear-marking should not he 
done now but after the war is over. We do not know in what position we 
shall be then after the war 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, by way of personal explanation I 
would like to point out that I did not say that ear-marking should be made 
after the war. What I .said was that it should find a place in the Statute 
Book now but the operation of it, so far as that amount is concerned, will 
be given effect to after the war. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Whatever it is, you do not know what 
will be the financiiil condition of the country after the termination of 
war. As a matter of fact, at that time this Agricultural In(X)me-tax Act 
may not exist and may cjuite probably have been discontinued. The whole 
revenue system will probably m in (me mAltring poi And A HAW aysiem jriU 
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have to be evolved if has got to advance anti imikc progress. There- 

fore, this small iiuilter will not tifTect either (he iiuHnne or the prospects of 
agriculture after the termination of the war. I think this insistent on the 
part of the (tpiK)sition on this jnirticular jatiiit is tpiite out of placM» and 
uanecessarv. Yt»u will not he tioing an;*- good In saying that this money 
must go over t<j the agriciiit virist'. thereby In* implication talking away some 
sympathy from the general finamdal assistance ot (ioverinnent. As I have 
said, this Income-tax Act must, of iieie'^sity, he a temjKirary meastire. 
Mr. Humayun Kal>ir will prohahl\ insist when the oppiui unity comes to him 
to speak that all this should he lirushed aside and a revenue sNstem should 
W propose<l wliich w<juhl aUdish the /cmindary s\stcm altogether, I am 
entirely in agreement with him in tlii-. 'I'hc I'loud (’ommis>.i<»n has recom- 
mended the alxdition of the zetmiuhirx sv^tem and ssi has the (fo>crnment. 
But to eiir-inaik any paiticular iiuoinc at this \ery moment or ev<»n four 
years after is wrong tinance, and will ihU do an\ g<H)d. In this resiiei't 
reference to the Kloud Commission is not (juite apjio.site. hexausc (he Floud 
Coiuniission made this rec-ommendation onl\ to make us agret* to the .scheme 
of taxation, for otherwise uc wouUl not have agrccii to it. Hut those 
(xmditions do n<»t exist at the present moment, nor will thc> exist after the 
w'ar, and therefore the (|uestion ol ear-marking is merely an <‘yewash and in 
(his view the amendment should not h<» sui»poited, 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, may 1 ask tlu* honourable 
gentleman who lias just sat down a•^ t4> whether this rerximmemlat ion uhoiit 
the ear-marking <if the piorceiK ol this tax lor agra ultural improvement 
was not intiMided to lie (‘.arrieil out and that the nienihcis signed the report 
knowing lull w'ell that tin* reionimcndation wa^ nu‘i'«»]\ an «'\(‘w.isliy 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: No, it was intended lo he i.>nii‘d out, 
if it wen* gi\eii <*ffect to at the time when tin* rccomim'ndal k ni w as made. 
Now it is ufme('osxa\ . 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABiR: I » oiilcs.s that the arguments which m> 
honourabh* triend tlu* headc.r id tin* Coalition Ihirtv has ad\iuiccd an* not 
ciinvincing. He lias tri(*(l to .state tin* reaMiiis wdiii h have made him change 
his own opinion about tin* application ol the income (h‘ii\(‘d Ir-om the 
ag-ricult ural income-tax. H(* admits that Ik* was a sigii;jjor\ to tin* rciKirl 
wdiicdi clearly laid <low n that aiiN income denved Irom the agricultural 
income-tax should he <l(*vote(I to tin* impi ov emi‘iil ol agriculture. He has 
told us that there were two consideiatioiis which pi'isiiaded him to agree to 
that rec^mimendation. Aecoiiliiig to him neither ol those (viiisiilerations 
exi.st to<la\ . J w'ant first to point out to liim thal the two considerat ions 
that he has sugge.stcd an* iucoiiijiat ibie and cancel each other. Jlis first 
sugge.stion shows tliat the recommcndiition of tlie Commission lo 

devote the proceeds of the kix (o the iinpro\emen( ot agriculture and allied 
project.s was governed by one (-onsideral imi, ruimcl> , that the agricultural 
budget wa.s small and therefore the proceeds derived from the agricultural 
income-tax should he devoted entirely to that purpose. The second con- 
sideration that he mentioned was that if such a recommendation had not been 
made, they would never have ugret*d to lire .scheme of a tax at all. Now, Sir, 
he has not made clear wliat is the connection between the.se two (x>nsi(lera- 
tions. If he was again.st the agricultural income-tax, he should state his 
rea9on.s. Wliat is tire rea.son? W’^a.s it because h** wanted irnniediaie 
abolition of the Permanent Settleineut Or was it that he did uot want an 
agricultural income-tax? Till that xxiint is imide clear by him, 1 <io not 
.think that the second argument i.s of very greftit relevancy for this lloitse. 

With regard to his other point, Sir, at first .sight it looks phiusihie. He 
argues, ‘Formerly the agricultot^l budget was small. AWhen the Floinl 
Commission's rejxjrt was prepared and when they retxiinmended that the 
entire proceeds of the agricultural inconie-tax slwnihl lx? tievoted Hie 
improvement of agriculture this was meant to remedy this deficiency. * ow 
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that the agricultural budget has been increased, it is not necessary to devote 
the whole amount of the tax to agricultural improvement/' This seems to 
be a more plausible argument than tho.se of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 
I would point out that though it h>oks phuisible, it is after all specious. 
It is “plausible" — the very term “plausible" suggests it is not sound, but 
has the appearance of a “sound” argument, it is quite true that the size 
of the agricultural budget lias been increased. It does not follow that the 
whole money of the agricultural budget has been devoted to the improve- 
ment of agriculture or to projects cvonnected witli agricultural impro\ement. 
A.s wa.H fMiinted out by my honoural)le liieiid Mr. llankim Chandra Mukherji, 
a good deal of the recent increase nt the agricultural budget is due to the 
salaries and allowances of certain highly paid oilicer.s. There has l>een no 
well-plaiuied project prepared by the present (iovernment for the improve- 
ment of agriculture. 

The point which 1 now want to impress upon the members opposite is 
this. Because the budget grant is larger todu.\ , tliat is no argument for 
lefraining from ear-marking a larger amount for the development of agricul- 
ture. Nobody will disagree that a veuy large sum is required to meet the 

ravages ot the famine of last year, a 1 amine oi a type which Bengal has 

never experienced before, and which has shaken the complacence of even 
this very complacent (iovernment. For their (?(iuunimity and as ])art of 
self-laudation, they say that the proceeds of tlu' agricultural income-tax 
will he much too small an amount to he d(*voled agricultural projects and 
that they have allotted a much larger sum for this juirposc. This increase 
in the agricultural budget is due to the j)ressure of the J^egislature. Unless 
the lA'gislature for<'ed this upon the Executive, they W'ould not hav(‘ moved. 

My honourable friendh opjuisite know that whatever increase has been made 

in the sizi* of the agriculluial budget is due to the continued pressure of the 
Legislatun' and the public outside. In the past agricultural budget w^as very 
small. It is on account of the agit^iiion in ihe LegislatuiH' and outside that 
the grant has now' been incre«jised. 

Now', Sir, if this amount from the agricult ui\»l income-Uix is devoted 
solely to the ]>rojects (amiiecled with agricultural improvement, that will go 
a long way, liowevtu’ small ihe amount may be. My honoured friend Khan 
Bahaour Momin said that if this money is tlevoled solely for the purpose of 
agricultural inijiiovement. there w'ill he a lendency not to allot any other 
money from the general budget for agricultur<‘. I do not understand the 
logic of this argument. Mow it can he possible that if this money derived 
from agricultural income-tax is devoted to the improvement of agriculture, 
no other grants will he made for that j)uiiK)se'^ What is the position of 
agriculturists so far a<^ their contrilnuion to tiic general revenues are con- 
cernedly Tlie agriculturists in Bengal pay taxes in many w’ays. They pay 
rate.s, they fwiy ccss — but these money .s are not ear-marked for their benefit. 
I'hen, they liave to pay in other ways. 1 would refer to the police and the 
village chowkidar. The police and the chowkidar perform analogous duties, 
the cliow'kidar is after all the village pidice but the agriculturist has to pay 
special rates for having a village police. The citizens of Calcutta do not 
pay any special rale for the benefit of tlie police in Calcutta. For the 
smaller towns in the mofussil they have got the Bengal Police. The 
agriculturist on the other hand has to pay a special tax for the luxury, a 
doubtful luxury at that, of a village police which is often conspicuous by 
its absence in times of need. Now, my friends opposite will perhaps admit 
that these rents and rates are a part, of the general revenues. 

What is asked here is that the money derived from agricultural income 
should be devoted solely to the improvement of agriculture. There is no 
question of refusing grants from the general revenues. Then, again, there 
are. Sir, tlie proceeds which Bengal gets from the jute export tax. The 
agriculturist can legitimately claim that a share of this should be solely 
devoted to the improvement of agriculture. That also has not been done. 
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My houourahle friend says that the agricultural iucome-tax I’eceipts will 
come to Rs. ‘JO lakhs or Ks. 40 lakhs. Whatever it might be, if we set 
apart this amount solely for the purpose of Hgri<‘ultural improvement, 
would that be a ground to deprive the agri' ulturists in)m getting their 
portion from the general revenues that they unetl to get^ 1 think this 
would be entirely wrong. I do m»t know whether it is his personal view* 
or he is speaking hete «s the spokesnum of (i<»vernment . lie is the leader 
of the Party wliieli supports (lovernment. I do not know whether it is the 
attitude of (ioverument that if this income is ear-marked for iin|novemeiit 
ol agriculture, then no further sum from the general revenues t>f the 
province would l>e allotted for the improvement ot agrieultiire. If that is 
also the attitude ot ( iovei iiiiient . then the sooner •'Ueli tio\»*rument goi‘s out 
of otlice. the better for the ctointrv. 

The ear-marking of this iiu'ome would onl\ he an aet ot ladated jusii('e t4> 
the <*ause of agri<'ultur»‘ which has been sutVcring from want of funds for 
such a long time. Therefore, tin* one argument which the lunnMjrahle 
Leader of the Coalition Part\ lias plactnl, nann‘l\, that »*iir-auirking of this 
income will jnevent a further alKaatiiiu of funds, is not teualdc for a 
moment. It he calmly considers what he has >aid. and I havi* very gieat 
<‘(mlidenet* in his judgment ainl sobriety, he will find that this is an unteuahb* 
ground. We on this sid(* of the lious»‘ have otten hmiidited bs his a(lvi«‘4», 
but the regret is, as has been said b\ m\ bomnnable friend Khan Bahadur 
Xazirud<liu Ahmad, the (loviuiimtuit i-' tlel iherabd \ not allowing tlie talent 
and the ability of its su ppoi tm s to make ^ln‘ms<'i\c^ felt for tdVecting imjnove- 
ment of this Hill. .Many very valuable sugg<*s(ious have be<*n made by 
Mr. Xui’ Ahmed, who is ju.'it now going out of the Jloust*. lie has labbal 
certain amendments which arc of a \i*ry d4*siral)b* character. Tlnwe art* 
one or two ainendmt‘iif s ot his. wliich if t'arrit'd, wambl delinittdv improve 
the Bill; but sim])l\ out ot ztd or perhaps sim])ly out t)f fear, the ])rcsent 
(joverimnuit ai-e oppo^t‘(l to tliem. If one amemlintmt is cairi<*d, the (iovt'rn- 
ment will havt* to face a jdact* too hot for them. Simpl\ out ol that f»*ar. 
they will not allow aii\ am(‘ndment to In* (*arrit‘rl. I am constrained, Sir, to 
make this remark ht'cansc t»f tin* tiltilmlc of ( jovernnn*nt . In view* of th(* 
new’ development to wliieh attention has fjecn drawn by Kban Baliatlnr 
Xaziruddin Ahmad, namely, the broatlcasf of His ICxeeHeiiey about the 
subvention of Its. 1(1 crores, the (jUt‘sli(»n of urgene\ or hurrying with this 
Jfill no longer remains. Tlie Bill ought to (*merge from tin* Legislaturt* in a 
satisfaetoiw manner. If tliat decision is taken, nobody will bt* able to 
eontribute more to the improvtunent of this Bill than mv lionourabli* and 
esteemed fritmd on the oth(*r .side, tlie liead(*r of the Coalition Party, if, of 
course, he is allow*ed to ajiply hi^ unfeftenal jmlgmcnt. Our regret is that 
is not a free agent here and wlien tlie legislators of a country art* not free 
agents, it is a bad day for the country. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, 1 rise t^> HupfKirt 
the anieiidmtmt. I do not know' what is the source of information of Klian 
Bahadur M. A. Momin that tin? Bill will be a temporary one ami that tlie 
income derived liy taxation on agriculture w’ill he in the neiglibourhood rif 
R.S. 50 lakhs. As you will jierhajis remember. Sir, tliat during the la.st 
budget di.scussion, we failed to elicit from the llon'ble the Finance Mini-ster 
any information with regard to the actual amount that tins lax is likely to 
fetch. We are in the dark as to liow' much will he available by taxing 
agriculttiral income and whether or m>t (lovernment would be dispo.sed to 
devote tlie entire aimmiit to the improveTiient of agriculture or to })rojects 

connected w'ith agriculture. Sir, we (Mr. Pat. Cnownnrnv: 

The income w*ill he spent on red-tapism.) Xo, on the distribution of 
patronage to the supporters of the Ministry. Sir, we all know' that w'hen the 
Indian Income-tax Af t was juissed or when it was under disctissifm in [he 
Central Legislature, we w'ere given to understand fhal it was a famine 
measure, a temporary measure, and that after the lapse of a (erfain 
of years it would be repealed. But what we actually find tfKiayr 
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been j)lai;e(l iiennanently on the Statiite Book. I have very little faith in 
promises. Therefore, it is very iien^^sary that some provision should be made 
in the Bill which will compel (iovenninuif to spend the amount for ajrrirul- 
tural improvement. Sir, it is well-known tliat the Department of Ag:ricul- 
ture has not been functioning jiropeiiy. We have a laboratory at Dacca with 
a luimlxT of highly paid experts who have been ( arrving on experiments for 
years, hut what is the re-^ult!^ What tangif>le benefit has been 
derived fnnn all this costly paraphernalia? There has been no 
improvement of agriculture in this province. We find that exiHTts 
are making cxpeiiimoits within the four corners of the 
laboratory hut the results of their resoarch stddoin reaeh the actual 
cultivators. Experiments are being made regarding manure, agri(‘ulturul 
implements, tra(‘tors jind all sort> of tiling-'; hut tlie problem is of such 
magnitude that it is very diffii nil to eltoi t au\ radical iiiipi oveinent in 
agricultun* oviTiiighl. in a lountrv wlnoo t)ie land is divideij by so many 
aisles or ridges, tractors cannot at all he u-'eil. It there liad been a farming 
system in thi's coinitry on a w iih* M ale, then the u-e ot tractors might he 
possible. 

Now, Sir, {111 man\ a prev^ou•^ occasion we had to disiu>s flu* great 
injustice that lia<l hetoi done to tio* Province ot Ih iigml liy tlie Moton Award. 
Although the M(‘''tnii Award ha-' since been modiliinl and a '-light improve- 
niimt has htam (dfeeted h\ the '.uhst itnl ion of the Xiemeyer Award. \t‘t much 
remains to he done in tlie direetiioi o| giving tinaneial ndiet to the ]>rovinee. 
It was argued at that time tiuit Bengar*' "lian* ot tln> jute export duty wliicli 
the (aMitral (io\(Mumeut had been phmsed to givi* u-' \va> ui>t being spent for 
the improvement of agric)iliure as had ht-en expcs tei! and wlio knows that 
tlie money that nia\ lie a\ailahh‘ h\ taxing agrieult ural iricomt* will he 
ilevofed (mtirely tf> agrieuitural improvmnent ? That is wliv m\ friend 
Mr, Ma/.umdar wants it to he ineoiporattMl in the liody of the Hill itself in 
order to ensure that the money may he spimt tor tlie juirpose foi whi<-h it is 
intended. 1 would in this eouniu-liou invite a retenmee to the fdoiul ('om- 
mission’s ri'port. Sir. the (lovenuuent will hav»* no just itieal ion in sptmding 
the money on projeets otlier than agrimiltiire 11 it is the intention of the 
Governiiumt to spend this amonnt oiil\ 'it maintaining some highly paid 
ofKcers. on the expansion of tlie (’i\il Siippln^-s 1 lejiait imml and on other 
depjirtments that may lou’eaftm- he estalilished and on tin* distribution of 
putronag«* among the adluueiits and siijipoitejs oi I government , I don’t think 
we on this side ot the House will In- justifitMl iu giving our sujiport to t.lii' 
Bill. Sir. we want to make it perlmtU elear that tin* amount ohtaimul by 
faxing agrieuitural iueouu* should he s|>»-nl tor the imjn-ovement of agricul- 
ture. AN ith th(‘se words. I support tlu' amendment. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Mr President, 
I supjKut the aimmdment moveil h\ m\ friend Mr. Haridas Ma/aimdar and 
nlso by Mr. l*alit (’handm Das. It is true tliat the ineome derived from 
this will lx* not more than 4H or o(t lakhs ol rujiees, as was statml h\ Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Momin and that (ioverument is devoting more money at 
present to the Department of Agrienlture. But 1 want to support the 
amendments on prineijile and the princ iple is that the agriculturists miisi hc^ 
couvinced that the taxes that are being imposed upon them at this time will 
be spent for them and for them alone. It is something like giving with one 
hand what you are taking with the other. It is true that all taxes are of 
that nature, and involve the principle of taking with one hand and giving 
it away with anothc'r; hut if this ineome is ear-marked for tlie benefit of 
agriculturists and the improvement of ngricoilture. then that w’ill be more 
cmnviiu'ing and may dirtxdly help the agriculturists. I therefore want 
that the ineome which is derived from the tax should he ear-marked 
specifieally for the betterment of the agric‘ulturists and not for any other 
purpose and shcmld not go to general administration. Now, it is true that 
Government is at present spending much more money for the improvement 
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of agriculture than it used to do because there is this shortage of fo<^ and 
rice and fo/ the encouragement of the grow-niore-food campaign ; but it may 
be that when these objects are attained they will slacken off. Therefore, 1 
think that if this amendment is accepted, then it will 'go a long way help 
tlie agriculturists permanently; moreover, they will see tluit they are not 
paying to the tiovernment in vain for whatever they are juiying as tax is 
returned to theta in an indirect manner. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I will not waste 
much time of the House, hut ] shall tinish my rt^marks in a few sentences. 

I will HUpplemiMit what Mr. itahir ha^ .said with regard to the nrinciple of 
ear-marking a particular tax lor a particular jmrpose. Tlte lion ide Finance 
Minister is no doubt aware that tbe tax rai*<ed b\ tlie import duty on radio 
sets is all ear-marked and .spent on ilevelopnient (»f broadcjistiitg business. 
So there you an*. That is a spfrific iustama* wbii h sbowv that a specific tax 
may 1 h' raised t(»r a speedtii' ptn p«»si‘. Secondlx , it is triH* that the (htvern- 
ment of India is giving luaxituuni tinaiu ial beli» to help the Hengal agricul- 
turists; but wliy not tun -mark a ]H»rtiou ol tb«‘ tax that \ou are going tt» levy 
on tbe small anti big landlords aiol tlit* tea garden tMUUpauies to tMuibli* them 
to start small agricultural motbd farncx for tin* benefit t»f their tenants? 
Why not similarly ear-mark a small portion of tliis tax for the tea ])lanfers, 
say, the Tea IMauttus’ Asstaiat itui ami dalpuiguii and otbci' IMunters* 
Assotdatitui ? Tbe> arc making e\i>criiuen(^ tor making or turfiing ont tea 
seeds, toa bricks for tbtdr business. Why not givt* smm* money to tb(*se 
Asstx'iations tor conducting their rc-'tsircbes and e\])t‘riimMits on this line 
ont of tbe tax that will be imposed ujM»n them? (iood tea setuls arc essential 
for tea industry and g(»od seculs tor padd\ and (dber cro]>s are etjnally 
important. Therefoic. I would suggest that tlie money raisiul from this tax 
may very well be spent for 'subsidising tin* small scale agri<uil1 ural schemes 
of small lamll(U(ls ami jolvdars in tbe villages. It is v(‘ry <litficnlt for 
(Jovernment agrictiltural farm-s to lusicb tbe villages. Governmtuit have 
cOTitrul farms at (Mnnstirali and Dacia and (dsfwberc; but they I'aunot start 
small faints in grotips of villau’e*. tliemscdves. So small subsidies mav be 
given from tbe income of this tax t<» fidiable landlords and jotcdarn for flu* 
improvement of agriculture, toi di'ilt ibut ion (»f .seeds to their tenants. 
Similarly, a portion of this monev may be given to th(* ten ])lant(*rH for tbe 
benefit of tea industry — for tbe improv4*nient of tea seeds, and for experi- 
ment to imprf>ve tlie cpialitv ot seeds- the experiments are mnv being imob^ 
in and other parts of tbe province. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. President, at 
an earlier stage in the discn'^sioti of this Hill, I spoke at some length on the 
(|iiestion before tbr Iloust- todav. I think it will be better ii I cruifine 
invself to (ine or two nr>w pninf." wbiih wore raided in the course of the 
disciis.sion this afternoon. 

Reference lias lu*eH made to His K\(c]li‘m\ the (Jovernor's t>roadcast talk 
last night in which he rejieated wliat 1 had announced to the House a week 
ago and whidi liad been announced in the Iboss siune time ago. namely, that 
the (loxernnient of Imlia liad agreed to give us an overall subvention of 
Rs. 10 crore^i. It was argued on the oiler side of tlie House, on the basis 
of this announeeinent, that there was no more eanse for hurrying tliis Hill 
through the Legislature, f would res]>ectfully draw* tbe attention of tbe 
bononrable members to a short sentence in His Fxiadlencv’s broadcast talk 
W'bich almost immeiliateH follow'ed the announcement about tbe subvention 
of 10 crores of rupees, \yilb hi.s precision of language His Excellency jioinfed 
out very cogentl\ the neiessity of passing the Agricultural Jneono'-tax fbH 
bv tbe Legislature. I hope honourable members realise the significance of 
that remark in tbe context in which it appears. I was rebuked for having 
interrupted my honourable friend Mr. Lalit rhandra Das and for havong 
asked bim, “Are you satisfied with 10 crores"? I certaialy am no . . i • 
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And it i» abundantly clear from lli« Exoelleuty’H broadcast talk that he too 
is not entirely satisfied. He pointed out quite rightly that even^ with this 
Hiibvention Bengal would not be as well off as most of the other provinces in 
India.# That again is a significant remark. 

As regards expenditure on agric’ulture, my honourable friend Mr. Bankim 
(Jhandra Mukherjee referred to (‘ertain figures in the Red Book relating to 
the current Near’s budget. I would nsk him to read the book more carefully. 
As I want to economise* time, I would like to say only this, that even in the 
Red Book he will find expc‘nditure on irrigation which must he regarded 
as aiicilliary to agriculture. 1 may also telh you that during the current 
year we are going to spend a crore of rup(‘<'> ov(*r and above the amounts 
mentioned in my budget in connection witli cmly one asjiect of rehabilitation; 
and that aspect concc'rns agric ulture and irrigation connected with agricul- 
ture. Tank irrigalicm alone* will co-^t us over Hs. 10 lakhs and other small 
the irrigation proj<*cts will cost us ovc*r Us. ‘..Mi lakhs. And so on. 1 had 
in1(*nd«‘d, Sir, to lu’ing with me a fuller stal«*ment of the amounts that are 
going to 1 k‘ s|H*jct in the couinc* of ihi'. yc‘ar on ]>rojects conn(*( {ed witlc the 
development of agricult nrc, includiiij*. oi couinc, irrigatiem; but I did not 
find the time to collect all the figure". I may say that most of the' ])ro.jectH 
have matvirc'd and some have* l><*en uc1i\i‘ly taken in hand. I 1 i()[h* in the md 
distant futuic* t(» fa* uhU* to furnish honourable* memher" with a statement 
showing how many ci'ore." of rupe*c**, wc j>ro|»osc t<> ."]>end in connectieni with 
p?‘ojt*cis c'alcnlatccl to improve* agrieult nrc* in thi" province. Sir, it may he 
said that this year’s cxpetiditurc is ahnonnally liberal, that we have 
cmlcarkecl cm wliat economists would c-all an “expansionist j)olicy,” as 
distinguished fr<mi a “camtrac't ionisi pedicy”. But the* fact is that we have 
alreaclv decided to spc*nd a large* amount of mcme.N' on agriculture and on 
projeuds conuccte'd with agricoilt nrc* ; :inel therefore thc*)‘e is no point in ear- 
marking the* proee'eds of the agricultural incom(*-tax to he sj>ent on the 
improN'eme*nt of agricult ure*. Sir, 1 explained last time Nvhy 1 consider ear- 
marking as “laid flnaiK'e.” I m*ed not it*peat myself. An honourable 
memht*r on the* other side of the House* mentioned the ease* of the money 
(hat is rc'alised from li(»‘nc‘(*s of radios as a preca-dent which I might profit- 
ably copy. I will just point (*ut tliat the radio business is a commercial 
concc'iii. Idle scheme cd' the* development of tlic* radio i" on a commercial 
basis and thc'fefccrc* (his analog\ chu‘> not apj>!\' t(» tin* ])resent case. Agricul- 
tural cl<'v<*loj)UU‘nt is om* of tin* uat icni-building activities of Government 
and 1 am c'c*rtain Dial c*v(‘u this \c‘ar we shall rc‘pair the liabilities of neglect 
of past yc'ars, and 1 Impe by tin* time* wc* la\ clown our oftic'e we shall leave 
to our siiccc'ssors a happier and more prosperous Bengal. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, T rise on a |H)int of 
information. I’nrm the* "taiemc'nt which the* Hon’ble the Finance* Minister 
has just made it apjiears that there is a provision for irrigation w’hich is 
c’onnected with agiieultnre. Xonn', ma> I ask him w'hether or not it is a 
fact that all expemliture reg^ircling irrigatiem which Nvould go to supply 
water to the agricult urist s are* being recouped in the shape of rates to be 
realised from the agri(‘nlturists ^ 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, it is beside the 
]H)int. The* position exactly is whether yon have remunerative irrigation 
or not, and the exjrendii ure has gid to be incurred in tlie first instance for 
irrigation pi'oject". The |mrticnlar pix)jects Nvhich I have in miud^are pro- 
jects Nvhich will not lx* remunerative in themselves and whiclT Nvill he 
recouped thus. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Haridas Mazumdar ha.s moved 
an amendment which rims as follows: that after suh-clause (t?) of clause 1 
of the Bill, the following ucnv suh-elause be added, namely: — 

That the inwme derived from it shall be applied solely for the 
improvement of agriculture or for projects connected with 
agricultural improvement.” 
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Since which an amendment hu.> been moved by Mr. fxilit ('lia^dra lias, 
namely, that after the word “impixivement” in the last line the wonts “after 
the cessation of war"' be added. 

The question before the House ts» that the ameiniment be made. 

The quest i(»ii hcinjj^ p\it. a division vas challenged and t^iken with the 
following result : — 


ayes— I t. 


Ral Bthailur K. C. Bafierjet. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravertl. 

Mr. L. C. Dm. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. DutU. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohamad 
Jan. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 


Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 

Mr. B. C. Mukhorloo. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Ral Sahib 4. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roi. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduiiaman. 


NOES— 29. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddin AhmMI. 

Mr. Mtobahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohamed Hablbullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

Khan Bahadur Abdui Gofran. 

The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosaln. 


Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Maulana Mohamed Akram Khan. 
Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Mr. Abdul LatifT. 

Khan Sahib Subldali Moliah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmoo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhiesur Rahman. 
Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. Tlie Ayes 
— J(>; tl«e Noes — *.>!). Therefore, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stomls ad.piurned till p.in. iKiinorrow. 


Adiournment. 

The Council then adjourned till d p.m. on Wedne.sday , the CJlh of July, 

1944 . 



MEMBEBS ABSENT. 


[11th July, 1944.] 


1944 

Mwiibert aiiMiit. 

The followinR" nieiiibers were abseiil from the meeting heM on the 11th 
July, 1944:— 

(1; Mr. Sulianu(l<liii AhmeJ. 

( 2 ) Mr. Knder Hak.sh. 

Mr. llaniiilul llu(j ( Miow <lhurv- 
(4) Mr. lliiuiayuii Heiui (’liuwdhurv. 

Mr. Kliorshed Ahtni (Miowilhury, 

(li) Mr. Xare«h Natli Mookerji. 

(7) Mi’i R. S. PurHHell. 

(8) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(9) Mr. S. X. Sanyal. 


BGP-44/S^9MMS0 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOL DEBATES 


First Sss8ioil« 1944 — No. 57. 


The Council met in the Legislative ChamWr of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 12th July, 1944, at 3 p.m., being 
the fifty-seventh day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section G2(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy Phasad Sinuh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in ihe Chair. 


Tho Bengal Agricultural lnoomo»tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I draw your attention to the fact 
that wo have not any questions before us today? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: Simply because there are no questions 
to he answered today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Notwithstanding tho fact that there are 
several questions still to be answered? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is nothing unusual, Mr. Das, to have no questions 
on a particular day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Yesterday, too, we had no questions bo 
to say, there Ixoiig only one. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Yesterday 1 did not put the original amendment of 
Mr. llandas Majuindar hut jmt only the amendment thereto moved by 
Mr. Lalii ( haiidra Das. 1 will put the original amendment to vole now. 

The question before ihe House is that after sub-clause (5) of clause 1 
of the Bill, the following new sub-clauso be added, namely: — 

“(4) That the income derived from it shall be applied solely for the 
improvement of agriculture or for projects connected with 
agricultural improvement.** 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: tliat clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES— 29. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddtn Ahmad. 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemall Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozark). 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosain. 
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Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hossain. 

Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 
Mr. W. B. 0. Laldlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subfdali Moltah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. Bi Nfmmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukissur Rahman. 
Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stevsn. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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Rat Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. L. C. Oat. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. Oatta. 

Mr. K. K. Outta. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kablr. 


NOE8— 13. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 
Mr. B. C. Mukhtrjl. 

Mr. R. Bal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. O. Roy. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. For the 
motion — 29; against the motion — 13. 

The motion is, therefore, carried. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: A point of privilege was raised by Mr. Eamini 
Kumar Hutta yesterday as to whether any non-official member can be 
allowed to speak after the Tlon'ble Minister in charge of a Bill has wound 
up the debate on an amendment. 1 have looked up that point. The 
amendment is not a substantive motion and each member can speak only 
once. There is no right of reply either for a Oovernment member or for a 
non-official member. The only rule is that the mover of the amendment 
should speak first and that has been the invariable practice. As a matter of 
convenience, the Mini.ster in charge has always been allowed to speak last 
on two gfounds; first of all, that there must be a finality to the debate and 
secondly, that the Government should be in a position to reply to the various 
points that might be raised by members of tiie Opposition. That practice 
has worked quite satisfactorily up till now. But this is merely a convention 
and not an inflexible rule. Under special circumstances the Chair can relax 
that rule, but 1 think that the practice which is old and a salutary one should 
be adhered to as far as possible. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, I beg to move the 

amendment that stands in my name, namely, that in sub-clause (1) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise on a point of 
order and it is with regard to how the amendment should be worded. The 
word used here is “deleted but I think the better expression would be 
“omitted”. I have looked into the authorities on this subject. Although 
my amendment may have created some amusement to some of the honourable 
members, still 1 believe that my suggestion is much better from the point 
of view of uniformity. So far as the Central Acts are concerned, that is not 
the word used 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: My point of order is: that 
the word “deleted” should be replaced by the word “omitted” in order to 
be uniform with other Acts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. It merely concerns 
the wording of the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That is a mistake of the 

Council Office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think so. Office simply quoted the 
language used by the honourable member. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In many cases the original 

words have been departed from in the office, and it seems a new practice has 
been started there in this matter. The wmrd “deleted” is not a proper 
expression at all ; it is generally used in proof corrections. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: How does it arise? Mr. Mukherjee aant kia 
aznendment in that form and it has been printed in that form. It i« not a 
point of order. You may go on, Mr. Mukherjee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. The word 
used here is rent “or revenue’*. But xevenue is not agricultural income. 
So it is illegal, for revenue cannot be taxed. 1 say that our right to impose 
a tax on agricultural income is given to us by item 41 of th© Seventh 
Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935, Part 11. Again, revenue 
is not income. We can tux agricultural income, we cun tax land and that 
which is directly obtained from land by selling crops and getting prices for 
them, and all that sort of thing. But that which is revenue cannot be 
taxed, for it is not agricultural income. Therefore, th© u.s© of the word 
“reverua*” in tliis connection is illegal and should not find a place in our 
Bill. It is vltra vires of tlie legislature, I should say. Thai is my point 
of order, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is a point of order, because th© ' 
Bill has already been admitted. Y'ou cannot raise such points of order on 
separate portions of the Bill. Go on w'ith your speech, Mr. Mukherj4je. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 w'ant a ruling from you, Sir, on ray 
point of order as to whelher we have a right to tax “revenue”; whether the 
Bengal Ivegislature has a right to legislate imposing a tax on revenue. That 
IS what 1 am trying to drive at, Sir. In terms of item No. 41 of the 
Seventh Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935, we have got th© 
right to imijo.se an agricultural income-tax or to charge th© income derived 
from land or even tlio income derived directly from land, but surely, not 
revenue. We have not got the right to legisiat© on that matter. That is 
my point of order, ami 1 want your ruling on this point of order. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, with regard to the point raised by you, J 
would refer you to the definition of the term ‘Tnconu‘“ in the (h*nlral 
Income-tax Act. d'here, in the Kxplanatioiis it is laid down in (/)(«) 
“agricultural incoji c ’ means aiiv rent or revenue d»*rived Irom land wlii(*h 
is used for agriculUnal purjioHes; ami exactly that is what in inserted here. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS* Is it your ruling that th© word 
“revenue” can be u.sed? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to move that in aub- 

clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bill in paragraph (a), the words “or revenue” 
in line 1 be deleted. 

Sir, it appears that the framers of the Bill looked to the definition as is 
given in the Indian Income-tax Act and have practically tried to copy it 
out from that j)rovision. Now, we are not concerned witn that Act for our 
present purposes. What I am submitting for the consideration of th© 
honourable members of this House is this: the word “revenue” has a special 
meaning in relation to the land-revenue system of Bengal. We know that 
the Permanent Settlement is not prevalent in all the provinces of India. 
Therefore, the definition as given in the Indian Income-tax Act 

Khan Sahib FAR I DU ODIN AHMAD: On a point of order, Sir. After 
the ruling from the Chair can there be any discussion on this point? That 
would practically be discussing your ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is developing his argument in support of bis 
amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; I am using this nrf^nmeni 
in support of my amendment and I do not think the honournhle 
meftber who interrupted m© has quite appreciated what I said, and wiiaou 
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ttying to undorstaDd what I really meant he raised the point of order. 1 
atti sorry, Sir, that members supporting the Government are not in a mood 
to hear any argument in support of any amendment from this side of the 
House, whether good, bad or indifferent. So far as the word ‘'revenue** it 
roneerned, what I submit for the consideration of the honourable niembera 
of the House is that it has a particular meaning so far as the land revenue 
gysteui in Bengal is concerned. The word “revenue**, the honourable 
members will find, has been used in various places in the Bill. For instance, 
in clause 2, sub-clause (/)(c) the w'ord “revenue” occurs and in various other 
clauses this word has been repeated. 1 may also remind the honourable 
members of the definition of the word “revenue” in Act VII of 1868. 
In section 1 there, the honourable members w'ill find that the word 
“revenue” has l>een defined to mean the revenue which is payable to th© 
State by the landlords with whom Permanent Settlement has been made — 
eithcT zemindar or talukdar. That is the definition in section 1 of Act VTI 
of 1868. Now, if we look to tlie proviso of clause 8 of the Bill we find the 
/ following provision: — “Provided that agricultural income-tax shall not be 
charged on the agricultural income of the Central Government or any 
Provincial Government or any loeal authority”. It that ]>rovision stands, 
then I will submit that revenue which is derived from agricultural lands is 
excluded altogether, according to the definition of the w’ord “revenue” and 
according to the meaning of the word “revenue”. As I have stated, ia 
the land revenue system of Bengal it means the amount which is paid by 
the landlords to the State. According to sub-clausc (/) of clause 2, agri- 
cultural income means any rent or revenue. I submit, Sir, thi.s w'ould intro- 
du(‘.e a word in the legislative provision which would make it inconsistent 
witli the provision contained in the proviso to clause 8. 1 submit that the 

word “revenue” really means the revenue wliich the State is entitled fo 
from the holders of land with whom the Permanent Settlement has been 
made. If that is so, tlieii if we look to the list in the Seventh Schedule to 
the Government of India Act wdiich provides or which empowers the 
Provincial Legislature to levy income-tax, it really does not conn* within 
the- — 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, in this connection, I would draw 
your attention to section 141 of fhe Government of India Act. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir, I am going to 
refer to that section. I have got that in mind. Now, if we look to section 
141 as has been pointed by you. Sir, it says 

“No Bill or amendment which imposes or varies any tax or duty in 
which Provinces are interested, or which varies the meaning of 
the expression ‘agricultural income’ as defined for the purposes 
of the enactments relating to Indian income-tax, or whicn affects 
the principles on which under any of the foregoing provisions of 
this chapter moneys are or may be distributable to Provinces or 
States, or wliich imposes any such Federal surcharge as is 
mentioned in the foregoing provisions of this chapter, snail be 
introduced or moved in either Chamber of the Federal Legislature 
except with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in bis 
discretion.** 

This is the only section which is relevant so far as this matter is con- 
oerned. Now if we look, Sir, to the Indian Income-tax Act wdiich is 
referred to under section 141 of the Government of India Act, we find that 
so far as agricultural income is concerned, the definition is “agricultural 
income’*, w'hich means 

“any rent or revenue derived from land which is used for agricultural 
purposes, and is either assessed to land-revenue in British India 
or subject to a local rate assessed and collected by oflBcers of^he 
Crown as such. 
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Now, Sir, I bepran by saying that the Indian Income-tax Act applies to 
all the provinces in India. It is not meant for Bengal alone and therefoie 
the word “revenue” is an appropriate word but 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the honourable 

member is wasting the time of the House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: No, Sir, I am not wasting 

the time of tlie House. The Hon’ble President was busy talking to the 
Hon’ble the C hief Miiiit^ter and was not listening to iny speech. Therefore, 

1 stopped my speech for the time being, because it relates to a very 
important point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am listening to you very carefully, Mr. Mukherjee. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: No, Sir, you were talking 

to the Chief Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You do not stop your arguments in the High Court 
even when you teel that the Hon’ble Judges are not listening to your argu- 
ments. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Bui, here it is a different 

thing altogether. In such cases, we repeat our argument and 1 will do the 
same here. 

Now, Sir, referring to section 141 of the Government of India Act, we 
tind the following provision : — 

“No Bill or amendmeiit, which imposes or varies any tax or duty in 
which Provinces are intere.st-ed, or which varies the meaning ol 
the expression “agricultural income” as delined for the purpose# 
of the enactments relating to Indian income-tax, or which 
affects the principles on which under any of the foregoing provi- 
sions of this chapter moneys are or may bo distributable 4o 
Provinces or States, or which imposes any such Federal surcharge 
as is mentioned in the foregoing provisions of this chapter, shall 
be introduo(‘d or moved in either Chamber of the Federal liOgis- 
lature except with the previous sanction of the Governor-General 
in his discretion.” 

1 submit that does not really affect the question which I am now placing 
for tlie Consideration of the House. The word “agricultural income” haa 
been defined in the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, section 2(2) and there we 
find the definition of agricultural income to be “any rent or revenue derived 
from land which is us^ for agricultural purposes, and is either assessed to 
land revenue in British India or subject to a local rate assessed and colleot- 
ed by officers of the Crown as such”. The definition as given in the Indian 
Income-tax Act does not seem to take any notice of the inyplii^ations which 
are contained in section 141 of the Government of India Act. The amend- 
ment w'hich I am proposing does not in any way affect the provisions of 
section 141 of the Government of India Act. What I pro[>o8e therein is that 
the words “or revenue” should be deleted; because according to the system 
of land revenue as 1 have stated before and as is prevalent in Bengal, the 
word “revenue” has acquired a special meaning. It means the amount paid 
by a person holding land directly under the Provincial Government or the 
person who pays revenue out of rent collected by him. Now, if neither the 
Central Government nor the Provincial Government are to be charged with 
regard to revenue which they derive from the zemindars and taluKdars as 
they are called, I submit that the word “or revenue” which occurs in siih- 
clause (7) of clause 2, should not at all find a place because that wouiif 
mean that you are going to assess this income-tax on revenue which is paid 
to the Provincial Governpient by the owners of land. 1 particularly use 
the word “owners of land” because I do not think that anywhere in the 
Act the framers of the Bill have assessed any tax on the revenue which the 
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Provincial Government derive from the owners of land. As a matter of 
fact, it is expressly excluded from the proviso to section 3. Therefore, my 
submission is that as the word “revenue** occurs in various places in the 
Bill and in order that the Bill may come out in a perfect form, the word 
should not be introduced in the definition of the word “agricultural income** 
in the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. It is not in any way affecting 
the provisions of section 141 and therefore I submit that there is nothing 
wrong in the amendment that I have moved. As a matter of fact, the 
amendment seeks only to make the Bill perfect and I am sorry that the 
Legislative IJepartment of the Bengal Government — I lay stress on the 
•word “Bengal Government*’ — did not notice this fact. As I have already 
said, if the definition of the word “revenue” is looked to in Act VII of 18G8 
and in the various Regulations from No. 1 of 1793 onwards, honourable 
members will find that the word “revenue” is invariably used for the 
purpose of denoting the amount which owners of land have to pay to 

Government. With these words, I move my amendment and commend it 

to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of 
clause 2 of the Bill in paragraph (a), the words “or revenue” in line 1 be 
deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support this 
amendment. It is well known that so far as the Province of Bengal is 
concerned, the word “revenue” always means revenue payable by the 
subject of the State, but so far as other parts of India is concerned that is 

not HO. The reason is very well known. It is embedded in the revenue 

history of this province.- Originally it was the law that the tenant paid 
rent ain‘(dly to the State, There was no distinction between rent and 
revenue at that time. Then, during the Moghul period the zemindari 
system was created and at the time of the Permanent Settlement there 
was the provision that the tenant should pay rent to the landlord and the 
landlord paid revenue to the State 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, I think that is irrelevant. ^ You 
had better come back to the amendment. You need not go to the history 
of the Permanent Settlement. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it was a momentary 
contact with the past and I was coming forward to the present time. The 
point that I was going to make out was that there was no distinction between 
“rent” and “revenue” prevalent in any other part of India. The word 
“revenue** was first usea in the famous Amini Report in 1778 — long before 
the Regulation of 1793. Now in Bengal and Bihar where the Permanent 
Settlement is in force, the word “revenue** has a special meaning, namely, 
what is paid to_the Government. So it is impossible to retain the words 
“or revenue” in the Bill. Mr. Mukherjee has attempted to explain that 
revenue is received by the Government. It is unmeaning on the part of the 
Legislature to provide that the Finance Department should tax the Revenue 
Department for the receipt of land revenue : that is unthinkable. Probably 
the Revenue Department felt the difficulty that there was the definition in 
the Indian Income-tax Act. In fact, the definition in this Bill is a mere 
verbatim copy of the definition of the Indian Income-tax Act. But, as I 
have said, so far as Bengal is concerned, our history has given only 
one nieaning to the word “revenue** and that revenue cannot be taxed. The 
question is : whether we will be justified in copying the Indian Income-tax 
Act without trying to adapt it to the conditions of Bengal. I have definite 
authority that sucn adaptation will not be against the law. I have the 
decision of the highest court of the land, namely, the Federal Court, on 
this poinlv- In the Bihar Act, they omitted the word “revenue”. 

The House would be pleased to take into consideration the definition of 
agricultural inconae as given in the Bihar Act. There, the word “revenue 
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was omitted and this matter then went up to the Federal Court. This case 
IB reported in 1942 Federal Court Report at page 1. In that case, the que»- 
tion arose as to whether by the omission of the word “revenue*' from the 
delinition of the Indian Income-tax Act^ which is supposed to be sacrosanct, 
the enactnient became illegal. The l*ederal Court held that the omission 
of the word revenue was a mere adaptation of the lanffuape in the Indian 
income-tax Act to the needs and conditions of Bihar and we all know that 
the revenue history of Bihar and Ben^fal is the same. So. there is no point 
in merely copying the definition without lookinfir into the circumstanoea 
Which prevail in Bengal, ^ow, an anomaly of the worst type would be 
avoided if we omit the expression. Nothing would be lost and the Bill will 
be legal, as has been held by the federal t'ourt. Sir, nmy I hand over the 
Keport to your 1 have the ruling of the Federal Coart with me. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is not necessary; you better go on. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Thcrcioic, I submit that if 
this word is expunged, it w ould make things logical ; it would make the Act 
symmetrical and identical with the ideas prevailing hero. As to the 
connotation of the definition, there is a book oy Dr. JSachin Sen according 
to which the word “revenue” in Bengal always means revenue paid by the 
subject to the State. And you cannot, tax this revenue. 1, therefore, 
submit on question of logic us W'ell as on authority that tlie best thing we 
can do is to accept the amendment. 

With these few words, 1 support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULBf CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, by this amend- 
meiil the honourable member wants to change the definition of the term 
“agricultural income”. The definition is given in seelion dll of the 
Oovernment of India Act, iJhlo, read with section 2 of the Indian Income- 
tax Act and is protected by section 141 of the (iovernment of India Act, 
19d’). This (lefinition is binding on the Provincial Legislature. We had 
considered this point very carefully. The Advocate-deneral expressed the 
opinion that to attempt to alter the definition w^ould be “dangerous and 
illegal ’. Those were llu* very words useil by the Advoeute-Oeneral. We 
ha'Ce, therefore, copied tliat definition verbatim in this Bill. 1 would like 
to ])oint out that “revenue” in the particular Act of 18(»8 has a special 
meaning with reference to that Act alone. 1 have noticed on past occasions 
my honourable friend, Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee, q^uoting from his 
dictionary. 1 hope he uses a good dictionary; and if be looks up a good 
dictionary, he will find that “revenue** means “income**. And here we are 
trying to tax income w hick is neither rent nor an income assessable under 
the Central Income-tax Act. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE, On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister was referring to the 
dictionary meaning pf the word “revenue”, but the Hon’ble Minister raised 
that in connection with the definition of the word which is an accepted 
interpretation in the legislation of the Province. That definition should be 
accepted and not the dictionary meaning of the word. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as I have 
already said, that definition applies to the subject-matter of that particular 
legislation, namely, land revenue, and has no reference to other legislative 
measures. That point is perfectly clear. 

One might even suspect that by this amendment an attempt is being 
made to exclude certain incomes derived from land from the purview either 
of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Act or of the Income-tax Act. 

For instance, salamis, w'hicli, are not rent. Perhaf#/lio an income from 
forests. I would further point out that Bihar neaify^ot info trouble by 
trying to change the de finition of agricultural iucomAw given in section 2 
of the Indian Income-tax Act. The Bihar Act speaks of * aay rent or 
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income** and tlie Bihar Government got into trouble over that. They went 
to the Federal Court and the Federal Court saved the Bihar Act by inter- 
preting that “income” there meant “revenue”. I have got the report of 
the Binar case with me here, but I need not waste the time of the House 
by reading out the judgment. I submit that it is not only safe and prudent 
for us to adopt the definition given in the Indian Income-tax Act but that 
there is no escape from it. Therefore, I oppose the amendment not in 
pursuance of a policy of defeating every amendment of the Opposition — but 
with a clear judicial and legal conscience. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: I rise on a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. As I have no right of reply, that is the only way by which I 
can obtain some amount of information from the Hon’ble Minister. May 
I ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister if the word “revenue” is intended to 
convey the idea of an income that is sufficient to cover any income derived 
from such land? If it is so, then w^ould not the word “revenue” in that 
lection be superfluous? The other point of information is: that in Bihar 
ihey deleted the word “revenue” and they nearly got into trouble and 
vent uj) to the Federal Court which saved them. 1 have got the judgment in 
;hat case with me also. In the circumstances, would not the opinion of 
he Advocate-General and the Law Officer of the Crown be re-considered? 

. hope the Hon’ble Minister will explain the difficulties which I feel. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL$I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I do not propose to 
ay up store for future trouble. Therefore, I propose to adopt the safer 
ind more prudent and, in my opinion, the inescapable course of adopting 
he definition, verbatim, as given in section 2 of the Indian Income-tax 
Let. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, may I rise on a point 
if information P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: J am afraid I cannot allow you to rise on a point 
if information, one after another. 

Order, order. The question before the House is: that in sub-clause (1) 
if clause 2 of the Bill in paragraph (a), the w'ords “or revenue” in line 1 
►© deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
ub-clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (a), after the word 
‘land” in line I, the words “in Bengal” be inserted. 

The reason that I have in my mind in proposing this amendment is that 
he definition is rather too wide. It includes income from lands throughout 
be world, but obviously land in Bengal is meant. In these circumstances, 
y the introduction of these two words “in Bengal*’ the needlessly wide 
haracter of the definition would be circumscribed. This is an adaptation 
0 the needs and requirements of Ben^^al and I do not think it would make 
he Bill illegal. If this amendment is accepted, it will narrow down the 
efinition to the needs of the case. With these few words, I move my 
mendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause ( 1 ) of 
lause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (o), after the word “land” in line I, the 
wds “in Bengal” W insert^. 

The Hon’ble f^TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir. I oppose the 
mendment. ^ 

(’The amendment was negatived.) 
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1 *^***.? ?*I*®**Smi AHMAD: I beg to mov* that in 

Clause of tht7 Bill, in para|?raph (a) of sub-clause (/), for the words 
omcers of Ciuwn” in lino 6, the words “Provincial Government’* be 
substituted. 

Sir, the expression “ofHeers of the thrown*’ is very anibiffiious. In fact, 
been some amount of difl^culty in interpreting this expression. 
Inis expression appears in some of the Ordinances and the question baa 
arisen as a practical proposition as to whether police officers, civic puarda, 
A.K.l . men are othcers of the Crown within the meaning of the Essential 
oervice (Alaiiitenance) Ordinance, 1941. The arg'ument advanced a^rainat 
this view IS that officers of the Crown are mentioned in an appropriate part 
of the Government of India Act. It includes persons and officers who are 
appointed by the Secretary of State. The expressirn servant of the Crown 
has created some amount of difficulty and the matter has been referred to 
the Government for opinion. The point is causing some amount of 
anxiety. The question is: whether, after provincial autonomy, any otlicer 
who IS not a member of the Indian Civil Service or any officer not appointed 
by the Secretary of State is an officer of tlie Crown oi of the Provincial 
Government. The question of provincial autonomy enters largely into this 
question, for provincial autonomy would be a farce if officers of the ('rowu 
aie to include officers of the Provincial Government. In these cir(*umst.an(*es 
1 submit that it would be safer — as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister likes 
to be safer~it would he .safer to u.se the expression “Provincial Govern- 
ment . rhat would be easy of acceptance by the House and in that cone 
there would be no trouble at all. Therefore, this amendment is calculated 
to improve the Bill and will also remedy some of the doubts and difficulties 
in the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amondmeiil moved: That in clause 2 of the Bill, 
in paragraph (a) of aub-clau.se (7), for the words “officers of the Crown** in 
line 5, the words “Provincial Government” be substituted. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: I rise to support the 
amendment. The Khan Bahadur has rightly said that the words “officers 
of the Crown” may lead to difficulty in the actual operation of the Act. Wo 
are concerned with the Provincial Government. Officers of the Crown may 
be officers of the (Government of India; but as we are ('oncerned only witn 
the Provincial (Government and not with the Central Government, I do not 
think there can be any reasonable objection to the substitution of the words 
“Provincial Government” for the words “officers of the Crown** and I hope 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister will readily accept the amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the 

amendment moved by my friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. The 
amendment seeks not only to improve the provisions of the Bill, but I 
submit the amendment seeks to remove a defect which is patent in the word- 
ing as incorporated in the Bill itself. Agricultural income means any rent 
or revenue derived from land which is used for agricultural purposes and 
collected by officers of the Crown. I leave out the other portions which are 
not relevant for my present purpose. As the honourable member moving 
the amendment pointed out, the “officers of the Crown” may even include a 
police officer. Now, Sir, it means that a police officer can realise the amount 
of tax and apparently for that purpose that is included in the definition. I 
submit that it is an absurd proposition which ought to be looked into very 
carefully. The word “Crown** has been used in the Government of India 
Act in various places. If we Jook to section 2 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. we find it stated : “provided any powers connected with the 
exercise of the functions of the Crown**. There the word “Crown** has 
been used in a particular sense. Now% Sir, I submit that it is not the 
intention of the Agricultural Income-tax Act to levy the tax on anything 
that is collected by any and every officer of the Crown, except the incr^e 
which is really derived by assessees under the Agricultural Income-tax c 
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from land. The officers of the Crown collect local rates and cesses and I 
doubt very much whether that is intended to be taxed here again. I may 
refer the honourable members in this connection to the proviso to clause 3 
where from the operation of the Agricultural Income-tax Act any income 
derived by any local rate is excluded. Therefore, 1 submit that the 
amendment of the Khan Bahadur should be accepted without any hesitation. 
Here J may remind the Hon’ble Finance Minister that it will not in any 
way violate any of the provisions of the Government of India Act. With 
these words, 1 support the amendment. 

The Hofl’bla Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. President, I do 
not think there will be any difficulty on account of the words “officers of the 
Crown”. The original Indian Income-tax Act had “officers of the Govern- 
ment”, hut to make it uniform with the Government of India Act, it was 
changed into “offict'rs of the Crown”. So there will be no difficulty about 
it and there is absolutelv no danger of the “home guards” being employed 
for realising agricultural income-tax. There is no danger of that, and as I 
have said earlier this afterifoon, that I must stubbornly oppose this 
amendment. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of order, 
Sir. Khan Bahiwlur Naziruddin Ahmad never used the words “home guards*’, 
lie said, (}ivic Guards. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that in clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (a) of sub-clause </), for the words 
“officers of the Oown” in line 5, the words “Provincial Government” be 
substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, 1 beg to move : That in paragraph 
(?) of sub-clause (-/)(h) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the w'ord “agriculture” 
the word “horticulture” be inserted. 

Sir, 1 do not think any speecffi is necessary. 1 do say that the income 
derived from horticulture should not be exemj)ted and this word should be 
ad<ied. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of order, 
Sir. Mr. Das wauls the wmrd “horticulture” to be added after the woi^ 
“agriculture”. That would be meaningless. Because in the Bill there is 
“agriculture, or”. Therefore, the wonl “horticulture” should be inserted 
after the words “agriculture, or”. Otherwise, it would mean agriculture- 
horticulture. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that is a point of order. The 
Hon’ble Minister will reply to that. 

Ameuilment moved : That in paragraph (i) of sub-clause (I)(b) of clause 
2 of the Bill, after the word “agriculture” the word “horticulture* be 
inserted. 

The Hoi»*l>le Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I do not propose to 
change the definition of the word. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Would horticulture be liable to income- 
tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Yes. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in parar 
graph (i) of sub-clause (l){b) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the word 
* ‘agriculture” the word “horticulture” be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Khan Bahadur HAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to more: That in 
clause 2 of the Bill, in sub-clause (i), in paragraph (h Wii), for the word 
* ‘rent-in-kind’' where it occurs, the words “rent in kind^’ be substitutetl. 

You will see, Sir, that here three words are connected bj' two hyphens to 
form one word. I have attempted to substitute those throe distinct W'ords 
unconnected by hyphens. You would be pleased to consider the import of 
this amendment. The expression “rent in kind” is so well known in our 
tenancy legislations that it does not require much elaboration. 

So far as Bengal is concerned, the expression witli hyphens is absolutely 
unknown in our literature on tenancy legislations. It is distinguished from 
“rent in cash”. In a large number of judgment.s in the High (h)urt and 
the Privy Council you will find that the expression “rent in kind” is used 
without hyphens and it is never used with hyphens. 1 submit that the law 
i<i already perplexing. The diversity created by ret*ent legislations is 
Buftiiiently large and we should not perplex the readers by any more 
diversities. It must, however, be admitted, in favour of the IlouTilo 
Minister in charge of the Bill, that this exprcvsnion is used in a hyjiheuated 
form in the Central Act, but, as 1 have submitted, there is no reason for 
slavishly copying the definition of the (’entral Act. There is a story of a 
copying clerk whose duty was to make exact (‘opies from originals. lie was 
told that the copy must be an exact replica of the original and that there 
should be no deviation. He found a dead fly slii king to the original, and 
he was at a loss to find out how* to copy it exactly. He them ran about and 
caught a live fly, killed it and pasted it on the copy and it was now a very 
good copy of the original. 1 want to lay stress on tlie fact that it is no 
good slavishly copying a thing without local adaptation. 1 have also 
considered this from a grammarian’s point of view which would be 
extremely appealing to the Hon'ble Minister wdio is an authority on 
English literature. With duo respect to the framers of the (auilral Act, 

I siiouJd say that in these days of provinc'ial autonomy, Bengal should have 
her ow'n way. The expression, as it is used in the Bill, is a (jualifying 
cx])ression. The exact ex])ression is “receiver of rent-in-kind”. It per- 
forms the function of a modifier to the w'ord receiver and the recognised 
rule of usage in the English language is that when a compound w’ord of this 
type is used as a lueie modifier, that is, when it is used adverbially or is used 
to perform the function of an adjective, tlicn, if these words are used before 
the word to be modified, they should be used in a hyplieiiated form; 
but if these words are used after the word modified, as in this case, then 
they are not to be used in the hyphenated form. The House will be pleased 
to consider some examples. One example is “short-term credit”. “Shortr- 
term” must be hyphenated as it is a modifier to the word “credit” and is 
used before it. Other expres-sions are “up-to-date information” and “20th- 
century-ideas”, where hyphen must be used. I have a book in my hand 
named “Good English. How To Speak and Write It” which purports to 
teach good English to Indian students and as it is written by an English- 
man, there would be no difficulty in following it. The Illvsirated Weekly 
and the Statesman advertised this book for the Home Library and it was 
sold at Rs. 4-8. Here in this book the proposition has been laid down at 
page 211 that if you use a compound word like this to qualify or modify 
a noun, then it should be hyphenated if it is useil before it; but if they are 
used after it, they should not be hyphenated. There are other f*xampfes in 
the book which is written by a well-known Englishman and the heading 
of the chapter is “Hints for Indian Students” 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I don’t think that is relevant, Khan Bahadur Sahib. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I have simply followed it 
religiously and as it appeals to Indian students it would be particuJarJx 
acceptable to men of our type. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These digressions are very interesting no doubt, but 
please come to the point, Khan Bahadur. 
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KhttI Bahadur NAZIRUOOIN AHMAD: All right, Sir. My esteemed 
friends of the European group should be bound to follow this. Although 
the Europeans have their own ideas and their own authority, I have no doubt 
that the oi)inion of the author would be treated with respect even by English- 
men. (A voice: To use correct English?) Well, no one is ever bound 
t< use good and accurate FInglish but we of the poorer lot think it necessaiy 
to stand on a lower level and feel bound t<i use good English or grammati- 
cally good English, a.s iny friend Kai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee 
suggests. In these circumstances, considerations of grammar as well as of 
good sense and correct usage ought to induce the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
to accept this amendment. I would also like my friends of the European 
^oup to give us their opinion as to whether they accept the advice given 
in this V)ook. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 take it, Khan Bahadur, you have finished your 
argument? 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Almost, Sir: only one word 
more. Having bought the book at some cost and as the book has been 
advertised as a model for English grammar and usage, I think it would be 
proper even for my European friends to stick to the instructions given 
there. With these words, I move my amendment and hope that it will be 
accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : That in clause 2 of the Bill, in 
aub-clause (7), in paragraph (h)(n), for the word “rent-in-kind” where it 
occurs, the words “rent in kind” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: I must say at the 

outset that I have considerable sympathy with the amendment. 1 myself 
have in the last twenty years tried to practise economy in the use of hyphens 
and punctuations and think I have gone on with this economy very well. 
But as we have profited by the more substantial portions of the drafting of 
the definitions given by the Central authorities, in deference to those 
authorities I think we might suffer the retention of the word “rent-in-kind” 
with two hyphens. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question b<‘fore the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill, in sub-clause (7), in paragraph (h)(u) for the word “rent-in- 
kind” where it occurs, the words “rent in kind” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment No. 24 is on all fours with the previous 
amendment upon which the House has just now given its verdict. I take it, 
Khan Bahadur, that you do not propose to move it? 

Khim Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That was the verdict of the 
House in one case and the House may feel penitent in another case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that you do not want to move it in any 
case. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In deference to the wishes 

expressed by the Chair and probably 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, the Chair has no wishes in the matter but it 
only made a suggestion. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The suggestion is valuable 
and I do not move this amendment, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I beg to move in clause 2 of the Bill, 
paragraph (c) of sub-clause (7), be deleted. 

Sir, the amendment seeks to exempt buildings situated on or in the 
immediate vicinity of land falling within the scope of the Agricultural 
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Income-tax Bill. This ia a very modest proposal and should be accepted by 
the Government. The dwelling* houses and store-houses of agrriculturiste 
and katchari bans of zemindars are going to be taxed. I only wish 
that the Ministry faced the public with such a proposal. The slogan raised 
against it will be: “they have not left untouched the field or the farm- 
house” ?rtc^ i Mr. Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury of 

the Lower House has recently contributed an article to the Fanchajanya 
a comparatively small journal of the district town of Chittagong 
stating therein that he tried his level best to have the new <‘loth, necessary 
for covering the dead bodies of Muhammadans, exempted from the sale tax 
but the Ministry would not budge an inch. That article has been repro- 
duced in many leading journals of Bengal and has been greedily devoured 
by all and sundry. The attempt to tax the dwelling hous(‘s and store-houses 
of the poor will provide a very expressive slogan and every sorious student 
of w’orld history knows that slogans subverted throm^s, monarchies and 
dynasties. The great French Revolution took place as a sequel to the 
merciless exploitation of the poor and in that fateful period a tannery W'as 
actually started to manufacture shoes out of human leather made of the 
skin of men of the exploiting classes and such shoes sold at fancy prices. 

1 only wish that the Ministers who in their anxiety save their skin 
against the wrath of the Finance Member of the (lovernment of India 
come before us with this sort of all-p(‘rvasive taxation, will not forget that 
a <lay of recknoning will come sooner or later and they will have to face the 
multitude. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: On a point of order, 
Sir. We have specifically excluded tax on buildings 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Then why the definition is there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The definition is 
there, because it is the correct <h‘finition of the Agricultural Income-tax. 
As a matter of fact, wc have made it abundantly clear tliut we are not taxing 
buildinirs. 'i'lie honourable member’s attention is drawn to clause 5 of the 
Bill. Mr. Haridas Mazumdar is delivering a homily saying that we are 
taxing this and tliat. But as a matter of fact, we are not taxing buildings: 
we have left it out 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister replying to the honourable member? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I wanted to stop the 
homily and abuse of the honourable member (interruptions from the 
Opposition benches). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You go on, Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: As I was saying, Sir, a day of reckon- 
ing will come sooner or later and they will have to face the multitude. 

With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 2 of the Bill, 
paragraph (c) of sub-clause (7), be deleted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 am astonished at the 
interruption of the Hoii^ble the Finance Minister when my honourable 
friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar was moving bis amendment, lie interrupted 
by saying “We have not taxed the agricultural buildings”. I was going 
to ask the Ilon’ble Minister to have patience to li.steri to tlu; Opposifion point 
of view but you interrii])ted me. Sir, I would r(*fer to the Bill as puhlished 
in the Cnlcutfn Gazette where the honourable members will find that 
as reported by the Select Committee, I um not r(*f erring to . J • “ 
published in the (razette with the report of the Select f ommjf fee* il* of 
provision “Save as otherwise provided by this Act, the tol owtnf; 
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agricultural income shall be chargeable to agricultural income-tax, etc.'^ 
and in clause 2{c) “any income derived from any building owned and 
occupied by the receiver of the rent or revenue of any such land, or occupied 
by the cultivator, etc.’* (The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami : Sir, 
he is misrepresenting.) I hear the Hon’ble Minister saying that I am mis- 
representing. He must withdraw the word immediately. I think he has 
no right to say that. I was speaking of the original Bill which was reported 
by the Select Comrnitk^e of the Lower House. Now, Sir, in trying to refer 
tc the history of a legislation it sometimes becomes necessary to refer to the 
fact as to how the Bill was first introduced, how it had been passed by the 
Lower House and ail that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But what is the point at issue? The point at issue 
is whether buildings i»rc going to be taxed. The Hon’ble Minister says that 
he was going to tax the agricultural buildings. I was just going to tell 
you refer to the Bill as reported by the Select Committee. But that is 
strictly not relevant here. Let us (consider the Bill as it is before us. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, as I have already said, 
in moving an amendment we have to refer to the various stages of the Bill 
in order to support tlie amendment which we are moving. Now, I was 
going to submit for the information of the Hon’ble Minister by wdiat clauses 
he was going to tax the agricultural buildings. I was just going to tell 
him that if he does not w^ant to tax the agricuiltural buildings, then what 
was the good of keeping the definition in the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you consider it redundant? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Not only redundant but I 
say it is mischievous. By a specific amendment moved in the Lower House, 
buildings were excluded from the operation of the Act. 

Now, Sir, I am going to refer to a more serious objection, and I think 
the Hon’ble the Tinance Minister will try to appreciate it. If we look to 
the Indian Income-tax Act, 1022, you will find that under section 0 of that 
Act “the tax shall be payable by an assessee under the head ‘Property’ in 
respect of the hona fide annual value of property consisting of any builaings 
or lands appurtenant thereto of which ne is the owner, other than such 
portions of such property as he may occupy for the purposes of his business, 

subject to the following allowances ’’. Sir, tlierefore, I find that so 

far as the Indian income-tax is concerned, buildings occupied by the owners 
of the land are to be taxed under the Indian Income-tax Act. Now, let us 
refer to the provision of the Government of India Act. Section 141 of the 
Government of India Act is, I think, of more use here. Now, what is the 
provision of section 141? It is that “No Bill or amendment which imposes 
or varies any tax or duty in which provinces are interested, or which varies 
the meaning of the expression ‘agricultural income’ as defined for the 
purposes of the enactments relating to Indian income-tax.’’ Now this is t^e 
sentence to which I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister particularly, “or which affects the principles on which under any 
of the foregoing provisions of this chapter moneys are or may be distribut- 
able to Provinces or States, or which imposes any such Federal surcharge as 
is mentioned in the foregoing provisions of this chapter, shall be introduced 
or moved in either Chamber of the Federal Legislature except with the 
previous sanction of the Governor-General in his discretion’’. 

I would now refer to sub-clause (J) t)f section 141 which says that “in 
this section the expression ‘tax or duty in which Provinces are interested’ 
means — 

(a) a tax or duty the whole or part of the net proceeds whereof are 
assigned to any Province; 
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(6) a tax or diitv by reference to the net proceeds whereof sums are for 
the time peinj? payable out of the revenues of the Federation to 
any Provinces*’. 

S^tion 141 therefore provides that ‘you cannot tax any income which is 
liable to be taxed under the Indian Income-tax Act. 

Now let us refer to^section dll of the Government of India Act. In this 
section dll, sub-section (~) we find the following provision: — 

“In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the following 
expressions have the meanings hereby resj)ectively assigned to 
them, that is to say: — 

‘agricultural income’ means agricultural income as defined for the 
purposes of the enactments relating to liulian income-tax.’' 

If we now look to the definition of agricultiiral income as given in the 
Indian Income-tax Act, to which reference was made on an earlier occasion, 
you will find that agricultural income means “any rent or revenue derived 
from land which is used for agricultural purposes, and is either assessed to 
land revenue in British India or subject to a local rate assessed and col- 
lected by ofiic^ers of the (down as such’ . (dause (c) di‘als with tlie buildings 
referred to in the present Bill. If no tax is to he levied on tfiese buildings, 
\n by incorporate tliis “term” in the definitions <daiv>e, as it will confuse 
the assessing authorities and they may attempt to include the income on 
some plea or other. 1, therefore, submit that the annmdnjeiit which we are 
moving only seeks to remove a very serious difiiculty in tlie Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill and I submit that the lion ’hie Finance Minister Ix'fore he 
rises to opj)ose this amendment should seriously consider the situation and, 
if necessary, take the opinion of the Advocate-General. With these words, 
I move the amendment. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, 1, too, have got a 
similar motion and beg to move that in clause 2 of the Bill, paragraj)h (c) of 
sub-clause (J), he deleted. 

Sir, clause 5 does not mention anything about sub-clause (c) of clause 1, 
section 2 ; but at the same time it is perfectly noticeable that in order lo 
describe agricultural income the Bill says that the income derived from any 
building owned and occupied by the receiver of the rent or revenue of any 
such land, or occupied by the cultivator, or the receiver of rent-in-kind of 
any land with respect to which, or the produce of which, any operation 
mentioned in items (u) and (ttt) of sub-clause (b) is carried on ; with a 
proviso. It is perfectly clear that this income was sought to be included 
within the definition of agricultural income. Clause (a) deals with agricul- 
tural income and clause (c) also with agricultural ipcome, and we find 
besides a proviso added to it. To be very careful, the draftsman says that 
under certain circumstances certain buildings or income from certain 
buildings should not he taxed. Then proceeding further we find that the 
taxing section mentions only sub-clause (a), clause 1 section 2, and sub- 
clause (h) of clause 1, section 2, but there it stojis short. Now what is the 
implication of this? Perhaps it would be admitted without contradiction that 
the legislature is never supposed to introduce irrelevant or redundant words 
in a statute, and in construing such exjiressions the courts would always 
assume that sub-clause (c) of clause 1, section 2, was necessary and was 
introduced with some purpose. Accordinrg to the observations of the Finance 
Minister however this sub-clause (c) seems to be absolute!/ useless and 
unnecessary, because he says that this income derived from any Iniildirig 
owned and" occupied by the receiver of the rent of revenue of any such dand 
and so forth — they are not going to be charged. If that he so, then what 
is the object of putting in this sub-clause (c) at all? We shall he very glad 
to hear the Finance Minister on this point as to why sub-clause (c) has been 
at all inserted in the definition of agricultural income. 
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How i« the revenue going to be affected adversely by the omission of 
clause P If this clause is not meant for taxation or for increasing the rev( 
from this source, why is this clause there at all? I do not know whe 
there is any sinister motive btdiiud it and whether there is any implies 
which you do not want to express directly. Suppose, there is a plot of 
on which there is a building, say of a cultivator. Now, you say that 
are not going to tax the building but the land is there and you may 
that the building on the land yields certain amount of income: conseijiie 
the land has a share in that income, so it should be taxed. You have 
made it clear here wbetlier you are going to include land or exclude 
AYhat is the motive of this clause (r)Y The taxation enactments are t( 
expressed clearly so that the subjects who are going to be taxed 
see clearly and without any doubt or ambiguity his position wbefher I 
going !(.» be taxed or not. I'be assurance of the Hon’ble Finance M in 
will not give the tax-payer any immunity 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; It is not 

assurance but a statement of fact which I pointed ont in the course of 
speech. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Sir, I am sorry 
Hon’ble Finance MinisttT has taken it to be a statement of fact. Bu 
are discussing ht‘re law, pure law and nothing but law. Wc an* conside 
the question of the effect of this clause (c). What is the question of f 
The fact is that the llon’blc Finance Minister states on the door of 
House that he is not going to tax building 

The Hon’blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Look at the p 
sions of the Bill. There is no mention save and except 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : It is well-known, 
that in a court of law or tribunal W(‘ are not entitl(‘d to refer to si)eech(*s i 
by any llon’ble Minister or honourable nuunber in charge of a partic 
Bill or statement or any assurance, to substantiate our case. Ther 
always depends o!i interpretation and we find h<Te that according t( 
interpretation pul on this clause (c) along with clause 5, the ineanir 
otherwise. In the view of tlu* Ilon’ble Finance Minister certain builc 
are not going to be taxed. But is that clear from the clause it 
Will any judge who will have no assistance from the Hon’ble Minister ^ 
he would be interpreting this clause, a<*cept it? If we refer to the state 
of the llon’ble Finance Minister and try to establish my case will he c 
allow me to do so? He will not. I do not think that the Hon’ble Fir 
Minister’s statement is correct and reasonable and I think no reasoi 
lawyer will argue in this way. The Hon’ble Finance Minister is arp 
that there is no mention about it in clause 5 ; so this will he excluded 
that is 80 , if that is thV idea, why not delete this clause? For what pu 
you include this clause and for what purpose you are insisting on reta: 
this clause? 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The Hoii’ble Minister. 

(Several honourable niembere rose. to speak.) 

Mr« HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, when there are so many honou 
members anxious to speak, may I submit that you should not call upo 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister to reply. 

Mr. LALif CHANDRA DAS: Sir, that amendment stands in my 
also and I have not moved it yet. Shall I move it? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, I beg to move: That in cla 
of the Bill, paragraph (c) of sub-clause (i), be deleted. 
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Sir, the Hou’bl** Minister has said that income from building will not 
be taxed. In tiiis connection 1 will read clause 5 ot‘ the Bill. It saya 
“Save as otherwise provided by this Act, the following? beads of agricultural 
income shall be chargeable to agricultural income-tax, namely: — 

(i) agricultural income as defined in sub-clause {a) of clause (i) of 
section "2 (hereinafter referred to as ‘agricultural income from 
rent or revenue’); 

(ti) agricultural income as defined in sub-clause (h> of clause {1) of 
section 2 (hereinafter referred to as ‘agricultural income from 
agriculture’), 

in the manner hereinafter appearing.” 

So, these fwu heads of agricultural income will be taxed; but the Ilon'hle 
Minister says that he is not going to tax it. 1 do not understand why (c) 
should be included in the definition of “agricultural income”. I think this 
should be excluded altogether. 

With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEEl Sir, the whole Bill is 
a mass of undigested material ami I doubt very much whether the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister himself has been able to understand the implica- 
tions of the Bill on agricultural in<*ome. Sir, as a layman 1 confess 
I have not been able to follow the provisions of the Bill thoroughly. I am 
a dyspeptic myself; I cannot digest anything, so it is very diflicult for me to 
digest a difficult luatt^'r like this. Thc‘ ITon’ble Minist^T asked Mr. Bunkim 
Chandra Mukherj(‘<‘ to refer to clause -5, but wc arc discussing clause 2 and 
not clause o. We should be very careful in disposing of ev(‘ry clause so that 
it mav not be necessary for the (lovernmejit subsequently to bring in an 
amending Bill 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Uai Bahadur, up till now you have not uttered a 
single syllabb* regarding the amendment wc have been diseussing. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 am coming to my 
point. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: It has been stated in 
sub-clause (c) “any income derived from any building owned and occupied 
by th«* rcc civer of the rent or revenue of any such land, or occupied by the 
cultivator, or the receiver of rent-in-kind of any laud with respect to which, 
or the produce of which, any operation mentioned in items (ii) and (lii) of 
sub-clause (b) is carried on : 

Provided that the building is on or in the immediate vicinity of the 
land, and is a building which the receiver of the rent or n* venue or the 
culti^tor or the receiver of the rent-in-kind by reason of his connection 
with the land, requires as dwelling house, or as a store-housi' or other out- 
building”. 

Then it comes to this that if it is a dwelling house, if the building has 
been used for residential purjjoses or as a store house or as an out-liouse, it 
should be taxed. If a building’is u.s€hI as a dwelling house, then how can 
any income be derived from it unless it is let out on a rental basis? Will 
the Hon’bie Minister, therefore, kindly explain the meaning of this? 

With these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I have two difficulties m regard te this 
particular clause. If the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister cun explain what 
exactly he has in his mind, so far as I am concerned, I shall 
objection to the clause. One point to which a passing reference has 
made by my honourable friend who has just sat down is bow can any inco 

146 



1262 


AORICtJLTURAL INCOME-TAX BILL. [12th July, 


be derived from the building which is in the occupation of the receiver of 
rent or occupied by the cultivator if it is used as a dwelling house or as a 
itore-house or an out-building. If it is used for other purposes, then the 
income will not for the purj^ses of this Act be regarded as agricultural 
income. Sub-clause (c) and the proviso read together makes it quite clear 
that in this sub-clause the framers of the Bill had in mind only this kind 
of income derived from the building, provided one of two conditions were 
satisfied. One was what this building was adjacent to the land and the other 
was that it was in the immediate vicinity of the land, but tbercT is no 
reference of which land. Obviously every building would be on land. 
When it is stated that the building is in the immediate vicinity of the land, 
what is the land to which reference is mmleP There is no reference here to 
any income derived from the land that is occupied by the building itself. 
In sub-clause (c), reference is only to the lana which is occupied by tiie 
cultivator. Thereafter, it is provided that the building is on or in the 
immediate vicinity of the land, but we do not understand which land it is. 

My 8ec(md difficulty is this. We know that the agricultural income-tax 
is going to affect a class of }>er8on8 who have plenty of money and who have 
also a good deal of legal advice at their command. Therefore, if there is 
anything in the Bill which in any way contravenes the powers of this 
legislature and which in any way raises any doubt of its legality, the land- 
lords and the landed interests are bound to go to court over it. If this sub- 
clause (c) has no meaning, I think it will give rise to proceedings in the 
High Court and elsewhere. I know that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
is very anxious that this Bill should be quickly passed into law. We have 
told him that so far as the principle of the Bill is conc<‘med, we are not 
opposed; therefore, Sir, 1 have taken no imri in the discussion of many of 
the amendments. But if this clause remains, the only result will be that the 
matter will be delayed by litigation. We have now been told by the 
Hon’ble Fiuan(^e Minister that clause 5, to which we have not yet come, 
lays it down quite cdearly that this sub-clause (c) will have no bearing on 
tax on agricultural income. 

If that be the case, what is the point in having this sub-idause (r)? I 
would submit that there should be nothing which is redundant and super- 
fluous in an act of legislation. F^very word of a clause will be cousidtued 
and scrutinised by astute lawyers. If they do not find any obvious meaning, 
they are bound to read a meaning into it and that will lead to all kinds of 
dihieulties. 

There is one final point. There is at times a tendency on the part of 
the Hon’ble Ministers and some of their supporters to hurry the discussion 
of a clause or clauses. That is very undesirable. I take it that the precise 
difficulty that we are considering today has arisen because of a similar 
process of hurry that was actually exhibited in another place in connection 
with the consideration of clause 2. SuflBcient attention was not paid to this 
matter there. Later on, when clause 5 was being considered, it w£^^ dis- 
covered that sub-clause (c) of clause 2, para^aph (6) had no meaning, or 
if it had any meaning, then it had the meaning that the income derived 
from any building owned and occupied, etc., came within the purview of the 
Bill. Tnerefore, in clause 5, all reference to this aspect of the matter was 
omitted. The result is a great anomaly. In one part of the Bill, we find 
no reference to a particular feature to which, however, there is reference in 
anotlier very important section of the Bill. When this Bill is going 
to be passed into law, we find section (2) which defines the particular words 
and expression which are used here, and which in a way determines the 
limits and the scope of the Bill, contains references to particular items which 
however do not occur in other parts of the Bill. 

These are the three points about which I have difficulties. It may be 
found that the Bill refers to income on house property and then it would be 
outside the purview of the Bill and ought not to come within the Bill itself. 
If it refers to rent, then also ihere is scope for infinite difficulty. Later on 
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attempts may be made to tax income derived from rent itself. There may 
be also other contingencies. There may be a distinct ion dra)2n between the 
income derivetl from a building and the income derived from land on 
ahich the building is situated. Ijet we, for example, take the case of a 
municipal area like Calcutta. In Calcutta, we know that not only 
buildings on a land have an income therefrom, but in many cases the land 
on which the building is 8ituat€^ has a large income, a large premium has 
to be paid in order to build on it. So far as the rural areas are concerned^ 
today that contingency may not exist, but it may be that apart from the 
actual rent or income derived from a building^ the land itself may come to 
have income or premium attached to it. With changes in the economic 
condition the situation is sure to alter. Even today we have in certain rural 
areas 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How long will you take, Mr. Rabir, to finishP 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Not long, but a few more minutes only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you may continue your speech tomorrow. 
The Council now stands adjourned till 3 p.m. tomorrow. 

AdJoumniMit. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p m. on Thursday, the 13th July, 
1944. 
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merely eay^ig |h»t 4^ not w^t to t«pk ilte buildiiiyf#, the Eon'ble 
Minister cMknot prevent tne buiidinf^s being taxed. If that is not their 
intention, I do not understand why in one part of the Act, in clause 5, the 
Government pretend to leave such income out of consideration, and in 
another part, clause 2, whiph is a substantive clause and an imj^rtant clause, 
they leave the matter open. The only alternative *now open is to issue an 
executive order that no administrator of the Act will tax anybody under 
sub-clause (c) of clause 2 of the Act. Such executive order has very little 
force in the eyegif law. Besides, if every thing has got to be done by 
executive orders, what is the purpose of bringing in this Bill before tlie 
Xjegislature and having long discussions in the Assembly and the Council 
in order to improve the Bill? Let the Hon'ble Minister satisfy us on the 
point whether the non-mention of sub-clause (c) of clause 2 in clause 5 
definitely excludes it from the operation of the Act. It is an anomalous 
position and is bound to give rise to all kinds of difiicuHies. If Govern- 
ment want to tax the buildings, we will have no objection. We might 
support or oppose it on th^ merits of the question. Either clause 5 should 
be amended with an excluding phrase or clause 2 (c) should be omitted. 
The present position is bound to lead to litigation and to other difficulties. 
*WLut is worse, it might defeat the very purpose for which the Government 
want to^carry ihis Bill through so hurriedly in this House. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support this 
amendment. I submit, Sir, that it raises an important question. The question 
i» this that puri^raph (c), which this amendment seeks to oinit, is now 
abiolutely superfluous on the cas^ made out by the Hon’ble Minister. It 
therefore, at pest a mere surplusage, hut a more critical examination will 
show that it is something worse tnan a surplusage. In interpreting Acts, 
admissions made in this House will never be taken into account. 
Mr. Huinayuu Kabir did nbt go fur enough. He said that a court of law 
will not look at it as not beiqg worth the pai>er on whicli it is printed. I 
should sav that it is not even permissible to look at it. Courts will simply 
refuse to look into the proceedings of the Legislature. 

Then, Sir, there is another rule of interpretation which is well established 
in courts of law and that is that no word, no phrase, no sentence and no 
clause should Ih* so interpreted as to make it inoperative or insignificant or 
impotent. This kind of interpretation is forbidden. It is assumed that 
every clause, every word and every part of a section which is deliberately 
introduced into a Bill and which is passed by the Ijegislature, has a meaning 
and a purpose. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise on a point of order. As far as I remember, 
the Khan Bahadur Sahib spoke supporting this amendment yesterday. So 
be cannot speak again on the same amendment, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Did you participate in the discussion on 
Ibis amendment, Khan Bahadur Saftiib? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: No, Sir. My honourable 
friend evidently claims a better memory as to what I did than I do myself. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right.' Then you may go on. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: Sir, with regard to this clause, 
1 was emphasising the w’ell-known rule of interpretation that you cannot 
do away with a clause of an enactment by merely ignoring it. The inevitable 
presumption in a court of law w^ould be that paragraph (c), which has been 
deliberately put ^ and passed by both the Houses of the Legislature and 
assented to by His Excellency the Governor, has some definite meaning and 
purpose and a definite function, and Mr. Huma^nin Kabir has pointed out 
the operation of that paragraph has not been very successfully preveni- 
ad* The sheet -anchor of the Hon’ble Minister’s ar^ment is that ^ause 6 
dues not mention paragraph (o) of clause 2; it mentmns only paragraphs («) 
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«]i^ (6). He hae <yn the gtv«&^th of the abeiiM of anj tefeiwoe in 

•laloee % ta ftoragraph <r), that the aotiTities of paragraph <i?>, have, by dimt 
♦f that omission, been paralysed and rendered inoperative ana innocnouB and 
that its retention is 'a mere superfluity. What 1 submit is that clause 6 is 
net in a peremptory or exclusive form.. It merely permits the tax to be 
levied under parairraphs (a) and (6). As Mr. Huuiayun Raliir baa pointed 
out, there is here no prohibition to impose any tax under paraitraph (oh 
Clause 5, 1 submit^ does not, therefore, exclude the operation of paragraph 
(o). In the circumstances, we shall have to move on from the pt^rmissine 
clause 6 to the operative clauses 6 and 7. I submit that parai^'aph (r) would 
be within clause 6. Clause 6 runs like this: “Agricultural income-tax 
shall be payable by an asvsessee under the head ‘agricultural income from 
rent or revenue’.” Supposing there is a building which is let out on rent 
for agricultural purposes, that rent from that huildlag would come within 
the mischief of clause 6 of the Bill in spite of the fa<‘t that this is not 
speciflcally mentioned in clause 5. Then, thert* is a mention of para- 
graph (a) of clause 2 in clause 5, but it would appear that this is in another 
connection. Now, even if the Hon’ble Minister gives us a solemn guarnutee, 
that would not he binding on. his successors in office, (lovernineiits may 
come and Governments may go; and, as we have seen in Bengal, things are 
in a very unsettled state; and the average life of a Ministry is about a year 
ind a half years. Nobody knows what will hapjH*n in the near future, and 
so it would be better if the paragraph w'as excluded. That w'ould make the 
operation of the claus<‘ absolutely independent of any Ministry. Suppost!, 
an over-realous officer taxed a man w'itli agricultural income for rente 
received from a building let out for agricuJtuml purposes, then T submit 
that all these as«uran<'eH of the Minister will go for nothing. The argument 
in favour of the levy would he furnished by paragraph (r) and (daiifw* 6. 
The parugrapdi must, therefore, he definitely excluded. If it is omitted, 
the llon’ble Minister has w-arned us, the sanctity of the definitions in the 
Central Act would l>e vifdated and w^e should Ik* putting ourselves into a 
dangerous po.sition. I submit, however, that deletion of paragra])h (c), as 
proposed in the amendment now before the Houfu*, in spite of the sacrosanct 
character of the definitions in the Central Act and in spite of the dangert 
with which we are threatened, wilKnot at all affect the validity of the Bill; 
and here I am on very solid ground. The argument of “sacrotianctnesB” is 
based on a misconception. Tender section JUl of the tiovernment of India 
Act, the definition ot agricultural income-tax is like this: that agricultural 
income shall Ik* income as defined in the Indian Income-tax Act. 

It is argued that in defining the term “agricultural income” for the 
provinces, tin* British Parliament has accepted in toto the definition given 
in tlie Indian Incomc-ta.x Act, The (lovernment of India Act having 
accepted the definition of the Central A<*t — so runs tlu* argument — has made 
the definition so sacro.san<*f tliat no ]>rofanc hand sliall be allowed to touch 
it, or even to l<»ok at it for a micr<»M*opic examination of it. But, as T w'as 
submitting before. 1 Lave definite autnority for tbe exclusion of this para- 
graph (c) from clause 2. The House will be pleased to remember that in 
the Bihar Agricultural Income-tax Act this paragraph (r) was entirely 
omitted. My authority for saying this is the ruling that T cite<l yesterday 
and the ruling which the Hon’ble Finance Minister was sjienting of 
yesterday. It is regarding the case of Kulu Sing and others rersuA the 
Province of Bihar. The decision of the Federal Court is at page 5 the 
report, 1942, Federal Court Report. The entire argument has b<*en clearly 
explained there. The question which arose there was as to whether the 
omission of paragraph (r> made the Bihar Arrt illegal. 

The argument was somew'hai like this: “Xhe <?efinifio»» is made 
sacrosanct by its adoption in section 311 of the Governmefil of Indin Avi and 
fo we must not touch, take away from or add to it. We must not in unv way 
interfere with it.” But Their Lordships of the Federal Court rejinded tbe 
argtuaent. Their Lordships pointed out that by the elimination of paragraph 
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ttf), thfe Bihar Government merely defined to tax the i^pk for amculium) 
Inoome on bnildin^e, and that the Bihar Act wae a valid piece of Jeipalation 
in epite of the omission of paragraph (c). After this ruling of the highest 
court in the land, specially constituted to interpret the Constitution, I do not 
think there is any difficulty in the matter. The opinion of the learned 
Advecate^General was given probably without reference to this ruling of 
the Federal Court. But after this ruling, there is no question that the course 
proposed would be perfectly valid. Paragraph (c), which is aimless, pur- 
poseless, and needless, and therefore meaningless, must not be allowed to 
disfigure the Bill and iiiust be banished altogether. With these words, 1 
support the amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Deputy President, 
1 am surprised, or should 1 say I am not surprised, at the objection to sub- 
clause (c) of clause 2 of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. Sir, 1 
would point out, first of all, that it was necessary to have a complete and 
isomprenensive definition of the term “agricultural income’’ in the Bill. 
For that purpos<\ you have to appropriate the entire field of taxation in this 
respect. 1 know that in the Bihar Act sub-clause (c) has been omitted 
from the ilefinition. I have also with me the decision of the Federal Court 
which was referred to by my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad. But, Sir, there is a very good purpose in keeping sub-clause (c) in 
OUT Bill. If province after province were to t^de — I use the word “cede” 
deliberately — if province after province were to cede to the Central Govern- 
ment this right by neglect or omis.sion, then the Central Government, which 
IS probably more needy thau i»ur Provincial Government, might pounce upon 
this category of income by an amendment of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

After all, it is the policy of this Government to exclude notional income 
from buildings, ll may be necessary for a future Government with the 
consent of the fiegisluture to take advantage of paragraph (c) of clause 2 
in ord«‘r to raise more money by taxation. Why should we give it up in 
favour of tim Central Government I' As it is, the Niemeyer Award has placed 
the province in a very difficult position. We have been fighting the Govern- 
ment of India about this limitation of our ])rovineial fi»dd of taxation. 1 
submit that the definition would be incomplete 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of order, Sir. 
What T havfe just now heard from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and what 
I have heard from different other speakers it appears that paragraph (c) of 
clause 2 is excluded by clause 5, So this paragraph (c) cannot find a place 
in the Bill. 1 want yoiir ruling on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Order, order. Let the Finance Minister 
continue his speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; If the honourable 
member will bear with me for a few minutes, I shall explain at length why 
I deem it neccvssary to adopt the definition of . agricultural income in its 
entirety. We want to remain in possession of the whole field of taxa- 
tion of all agricultural incomes and nut give up our right to a particular 
category of agricultural income. This is not a charging clause but merely 
a dennition clause. Therefore, 1 submit that although as a matter of policy 
we do not wish to tax notional incomes, there is absolutely no reason why 
we should give it up and make it possible for others to usurp it. By 
non-usage and acquie.scence the Central Government might feel tempted to 
encroach on this area. And w’hat would happen in that case^ Supposing, 
this category of income *comes under the Indian Income-tax Act, tnen the 
actual taxation will be much heavier: whereas here if the Bengal Govern- 
ment are in need of more money they can take advantage of this category 
and with tdie consent of the Provincial Ijegis^ture raise taxation. That^ is 
the sole justification for our keeping the definition intact so that, at the ritk 
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of repetition I «av, 'we nia;v be in posee^aion and continue to be in^ poweeaiun 
of tbe entire field of te:xation that is legitimately the prorinceV, 

Sir, an honourable member yesterday referred to the hiatorical back* 
i^ound of this Bill. I would like in a very few words to aay what tlui 
historical bfickground is. Last ^hen we found ourselves in need of 

more money, we found a Bill ready to impose agricultural income-tax. ^ Tbnt 
was the Bill of 1941, We found it was to be introduced as the Bengal Agri* 
cultural Income-tax Bill of 1943 which was an exact replica, wor<l for word, 
comma for comma and semicolon for semicolon, of the Bill of 1941, But 1 
made it perfectly clear in another place that it was our intention that thd 
Bill should be examined very carefully in a Select Committee of the Assembly. 
As a matter of fact, the Select Committee took three months to prepare their 
report and at the beginning of the sitting of the Select Committee (lovem- 
ment made it clear that notional income, that is, income from buildings would 
not be taxed. But I again repeat, Sir, what is the point in not keeping the 
definition intact so that a future Government when it needs more money can 
approach the Legislature for an amendment of tliis Act and deiyve some 
revenue? Otherwise the Government of India might with some device 
Jay their hands on this area of taxation, and I would ask the honourable 
members to consider this point very carefully. There will be no diflSculty 
m the courts of law. The courts of law in a taxation raeasuje 
scrutinise the provisions of an Act very car(»fully, even more carefully than 
in the case of other enactments, and so long as the operative provisions do 
not contain anything that would make buildings liable to taxation, the tax- 
payer is completely safe or immune. I see no dithrult> ut all. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Ma> I ask tlinoigh you. 
Sir, what is the difficulty of having the clause as it is insert cmI not at the 
pf^‘Fent time but when the future Government would like to impose a tax? 
If a future Government wants to impose a tax, they will impose it. under 
clause o. Se<M)ndly, I want to know from the Hon’hh* Finance Minister 
whether any insertion in the Bengal Act can affect the Central Act or affect 
the realisation of the tax which the Central .Government are doing— - 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The Central Govern- 
ment already admitted that this category of tax belongs to a province by 
their definition of “agricultural income” in the Income-tax Act and this was 
in conformity with *the' provision of the Constituti(>n Act. I would not 
like to encourage the Government of India to find a new device to get hold 
(»f this area of taxation. That is the whole point. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is : that elausP 2 of the Bill, paragraph (c) of sub-clause (1), be 
deleted. 

The question before the House is: that in clause 2 r»f the Bill, paragrajjh 
<r) of sub-clause (I), be deleted. 

The question being put, a division wos challenged and taken with the 
following restfit: — 

AYES— IS. 


ICiHin Bahadur Nazirtiddin Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banarlaa. 

Mr. B. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. L. C. Dat. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datu. 

Mr, K. K. DutU. 

^ttiadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh M 
mad dan. 


KIiImi Sahib Fariduddln AIummI 
Mr. Maabahiiddln A hm a ds 
Mr. ,N«r Ahmad. 


Ral Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabtsh. 

Mr. R. Fal Chaudhurf. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduzxamsn. 


NOES— tf. 


Khan Sahib Nurul A^. 
Khan SahM Abdul ANc. 
Mr. O. L. ~ 
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Hr. MMiMMti ChMviHary, 

Mr. MM hm i mM i MAMMM OUtwHiiiry. 
Mr. C. E. Glarti*. 

Mr. 0. 4, CMmu. 

Mrs. IC. 0*fl«i«rM. 

Mn. L. P. Dun. 

Mr. R. W. N. PtritiMfl. 

Khan BMuulur Abdul Mran. 

TIm Nofi*M« Khan B ah aiBr •. M. 
k Hoaain. 

Mr. toitafat Hoaaain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hoaaain. 


Matdana Muhanunad Aiinaa K hwa. 

Mr. W. B. 4L LaHHiW. 

Mr. Abdul luitm. 

Khan Mrib BubMaH MaHah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Mamin. 

Mr. T. B. Nhnmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlaiiir ftahman. 
Ral Bahadur 11. B. Bay. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Banar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamauiaaha. 
Mr. 4. W. R. Btavan. 

Or. Kaalniddin Tatukdar. 


Mr. OCPUTY PRESIDENTS Order, order. The Houae haa dmded 
J4"er the amendment — 15, a^inat the amendment — 21); the amendment ia, 
Itierefure, negatiTed^ ^ 

In Tiew of the fate of amendment No. 2d, I think amendments Noa. 83, 
28 and 30 are not admissible. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I wish to move No. 28 on 
an entirely different ground. f 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But it is almost similar to amendment No 
23 which has been rejected by the House. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I wish to give reasons 
which are absolutely on a different context — — 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But it is exactly the same amendment 
which was rejected by the House.' 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The words may be the same in the amend- 
ment, but it may be moved on a different ground altogether. Sir, simply 
because the same form of words has been rejected in another place, would it 
necessarily follow that the same form of words in another context would also 
he (»ut of order y 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, do jvou seriously consider 
that this amendment would convey a separate meaning altogether? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The question is one of techni- 
cality and I submit that this amendment does not violate the re* judioata 
rule. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: On the face of it, it does seem that the 
amendments are of a similar nature; hut as you say that you would bo able 
to advance new points, 1 allow you to move the amendment. 

• ' 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: that in 
sub-clause (I) of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (c), for the word “rent- 
in-kind” in line 4, the words “rent in kind” be substituted. 

Sir, everybody knows that my honourable friend Khan Bahadur M. A 
Momiu makes statement, perhaps on behalf of Government, with inside 
knowledge and authority and he says that this Bill would bring an income 
of about Ks. 50 lakhs to Government per annum. (Khan Bahadur M. A. 
Momin: Its. 30 lakhs.) If it is Us. 30 lakhs, then it makes the Govern- 
ment\s case worse and vstrengthens my position'. Some amount will be spent 
on the realisation of the tax and the iiet receipts would be much less^. The 
Government having furtilier already received a grant of Rs. 10 crores, the 
immediate need is fully satisfied. After all these, is it still necessary that 
this Bill should W hurried through without even the necessary ameudmenta 
for the small sum of Us. 30 lakhs minus the cost of realisation? In view of 
all these new faota and circumstances, 1 am asking the Hon'ble the Fiuanoe 
Minister to reconsider his dedeion as to whether necessary and legitiinata 
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Amendments should not be accepted by him. I bnve Ubled A laif^e btithber 
of amendments and I intend tn move those only which are oaloulhled Id 
improve the Bill. 

With these few words, I submit iny amendment to the House, 

Hr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub«dlail(id (/) 
of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph for the a'ord “rent-in-kittn^** (tl 
line 4, the words “rent in kind” he substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I GHA 

amendment . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The . 

aub-clause (7 ) of clause 2 of the Bill» in paragraph (c > , for the word '‘reStk 
in-kind” in line 4, the words “rent in kind” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived, > 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move: that at the end of 
•ttb-clause (1) of clause 2 of the lljll, the following Explanation be adoedi 
namely : — " * . ' 

**/Sjrp1anatton . — The word ‘cultivator’ includes a petitbn who doAs Udt 
cultivate hie lands himself but carries on a^Hctiltural operalidiS 
with the aid of hired labourers,” 

Sir. there are several persons in Bengal who instead of cultivating theif* 
lands themselves cultivate their lands through the help of hired labourers. 
They should not escape from this tax. They should be brought within the 
clutches of the law and so this explanation is ueoessary in order to bring 
them within the operation of this Bill. In fact, there is a large body of 
persons in Bengal who hold a large quantity of lands; but instead of cultivate 
mg these lands themselves, they actually carry on agricultural operations 
with the help of hired labourers and even hired ploughs and their indome 
Is indeed very big which I think. Sir, will lie actually taxable. Therefore, 
in order to make things clear and beyond any shadow of doubt 1 think this 
Explanation should be added, namely, that “the word ‘cultivator* includes 
a person who does not cultivate his lands himself but carries on agricultural 
operations with the aid of hired labourers,” 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that at the Ciid df 
eub-clause (/) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following Explanation be added* 
namely : — 

"'Ej'planation . — The word ‘cultivator* includes a person who does not 
cultivate his binds himself but carries oh agricultural operations 
with the aid of hired labourers.” 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Kir, 1 think the horia 
fide ci^ltivator has been sufficiently protected by the lower limit of taxation, 
namely, the income of Its. 8,000 and by many other exemptions. Sit, 1 
oppose the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is: that at the end of sub-clause (/) of clause 2 of the Bill, thd 
following Explanation be added, namely : — 

''E:rplanation . — The word ‘cultivator’ includes a person w’ho does not 
cultivate his lands himself but carries oft agricultural operations 
with the atd of hired labourers.” 

(The amendment' was negatived.) 

KhM Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMADs Sir, 1 want t« nova the next 
^taatendatent that stands in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed as a short-notirf. 
Amendment. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Which muendiiHent you want to 


COtWAMI: Sir, t nttpoM the 
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Kbail^Bahl^yr NAZIRUDDiN AHMAOl Ameodmeiit 32. Sir, in 
i)xe c.^»e at a short-notice amendment, it is necessary that enough copies 
should be available to the members. We have got the list of amendments 
already tabled before us and the House will, therefore, not be taken by 
surprise. It is a piost important amendment. It will fill up a gap. Sir, 
I'^nk grent weight and respect attaches to the amendments tabled by 
Jtfr. Nur Ahnxed who is indefatigable in the matter of ffbrrect drafting. Sir, 
I await your ruling on this point. 

/ Mr. HUMAYUN KASIR: Si||^ adidtion to what the Khan Bahadur 
has said, there is one other argunjmm 

' ‘ Hr* DEPUTY PRE8fDENT:<^fter some paused Yes, Mr. Kahir, what 
diid you want to say in this connection? 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I was drawing your attention to the fact that 
the Hon*ble President the other day stated that since the .Government as a 
maiter of policy would not move any of their amendments and no Government 
siipporter also would move any of his amerjdments' (Mr. Mesbahttudih 
Ahmed: No, no. This was not said of any of Government’s supporters) 
th^ Hon’ble i’resident would allow such amendments to be niovea on the 
floor of the House by the Opposition members. (Khan Sahib Faeiduddib 
Ahmad : There was no question about the amendments of the supporters 
of Government.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIPENT: Ye.s, Mr. Nut Ahmed. / 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I have not finished yet, Sir. In this respect, 
I am depending entirely upon my recollection and I cannot vouch for the 
accuracy of the words t have used. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. What the Chair said is on record andmay 
be compared. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, my submission is that an ani(‘n(lment standing 
in the name of one member cannot be moved by another member; there is 
ho rule in our Procedure Pules authorising anj^ member to do so. In this 
connection, I may quote fronr a ruling of the President of the Central 
Assembly when this question w'as raised in connection with the Indian 
Mines Amendment Bill, and Col. J. D. Crawford 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT; What are you reading from ? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: From the decisions of the Chair, Central Assembly, 
published 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I fully appreciate your point, but the 
Opposition do not w'ant to move the amendment on anybody’s behalf; they 
ivant to move it at short notice. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: In that case, even if it is admitted it cannot be 
moved on that day. I may read the rule for your reference, Sir. It is rule 
0 — provided that the q^uestion to which such amendment relates shall not 
be taken into consideration on the dp-y on which the amendment is admitted? 
unless the president directs otherwise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Yes, that is it — unless the President 
directs otherwise. * 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. 1 would submit fdr your consideration 


^ Mr* NUR AHMED: I have not yet finished. There is a direct ruling on 
point. And it is this: ^hat co^es of the amendment must he supplied 
to nil the menihers before the sEmendment can be taken up ; but in an^ cas^ 
it op^ot h® up po the Very day. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs I would like to submit for your consideration 
the foDowing facts: the other day when the Hon^blo Finance Minister 
stated that Government amendments would not be moved and appealed 
to his party that they too should not move their . amendmenhs^ the 
Opposition raised the point and the Chiiir was pleased to observe that he 
would permit those motions to he moved on the floor of the House. Npw» 
^ objection may be raised as to how the Chair can say so if there is nothing 
in the rules an^ that is the objection which has just now been raised by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. First of all, I doubt if the ruling of the Chair can be 
questioned; but I am not raising that point just now. Even if tlie ruling is 
questioned, tb^re are certain provisions in the rules which entitle the Ohair 
to say what he actually said that evening. 

As was pointed out a moment ago there is such « thing as short-notice 
amendment and in case of a short-notice amendment* the conditions aro that 
it should be moved on the floor of the House and copies of such amendment 
should be made available to the members. Whether it will be admitted or 
not depends on the discretion of the Chair. In this case, Sir, the Chair 
said that he would permit the members of the Oppositiou to move the 
Government amendments and amendments of members supporting the Govern-^ 
ment and they would be treated as short-notice amendments. So the question 
of somebody moving somebody else’s amendment tloes not arise. You will 
find from the records that the HonMde President said that he would permit 
members of the Opposition to move these amendments as short-notice 
amendments in their own w'av. That was the ruling of the President the 
other day. (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mtazzamuddin Hosain : 
Sir, the President said that in the case of Government uinendments he 
would permit hut not in the case of amendments of Government supporters. > 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, when the Bill was going to he taken 
up, claus<‘ by clause, after the Hon’ble the Finance Minister had spoken the 
question arose whether he would give time to file further amendments in 
view of the fact tihat it had been decided that the members supporting the 
Government would not move any of their own amendments. Then, Sir, the 
President gave his ruling, distinct and clear and it js on record, that he 
would allow any member ol the Opposition to move any amendments of the 
Government. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs Sir; 
the ruling of the Chair was in reltjiect of the Government amendments and 
not in respect of amendments of the supporters of Government. Amend- 
ments of Government Party Viembers cannot be said to he Government 
iimendments at all. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Admitting, Sir, what the Hon’ble T^eader 
of the House has said, it w^as ruled that the Government amendments could 
be moved by the Opposition members. It is to be decided whether you will 
permit the members of the Opposition to move these amendments as short-, 
notice amendments, whether they gave notice of them or not. If honourable 
members supporting the Government now^ decide that they will not move any 
of their amendments, by virtue of power you can certainly permit the 

members of the Opposition to move these amendments. Sir, I am depend- 
ing on the power invested in you. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the distinction between 
the moving of the amendment of one member by another and the moving of 
short-notice amendment is this. It is done with the consent and on hh 


behalf, if the honourable member does not care to remain in the House or i/i 
indifferent to the business of the House. Tlie honourable member who i* 
preeeni in the House but refuses to moVe his amendpiont means that 
no motion before the House. The amendment is simply ihmi 

may, therefore, Brii.e aa to i#liether 
f^l^^lment on . «hort-notice. The reqamte ccmoiiion* abo 
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amendment are natisfied iu thi<4 ca«ie. In the circumstances, the matter 
♦atihely depends upon your discretion. The original amendment of Mr, Nnr 
Alimed on account of his refusal to move it is effaced from the record of the 
House. In fact, there will be no trace of it in the proceedings of the House. 
There will be some trace in the list of amendments. But by refusal to nioTe 
St the whole thing is gone. There is a new pro})osal and the question may 
be considered on its merits as to whether you will allow it or not at ikon 
notice. 

Tho Hon’ble Khin Bnlindur SAIYiO MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I 

•till maintain that the ruling was only with regard to Government amend* 
ments. Whether notices are required to move the amendment or not is a 
question which it is for you to decide. It will be creating a new precedent, 
because it is tbe privilege of every member to move an amendment; and 
if any member does not move it, no other member is to be |>ermiHed 
to mote it. If it is allowed, then I think it will go on tul. inkmt'um. It 
was only in respect of Government amendments that the Hott'ble President 
bald that as that was a peculiar case, he would allow members of the 
0]}position to move those amendinenU. Nothing was said in respect of 
gifivate members' amendments. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: 1 think the mutter is a very simple 
one and the question is not that om* member is moving an amendment on 
behalf of another member. He is simply moving it himself and moving it 
at short-notice. Now, the question is for the Chair to decide whether in the 
circumstances it ought to be allowed as a short-notice amendment. It has 
already btH»n ruled that Government amendments should be allowed to be 
moved by members of the Opposition as short-notice amendments and here 
a distinction has been tried to be drawn between Government amendments 
and amendment. s of which notice bus been given by other members which 
has been styled as private members' amendments. \ do not know what is 
meant by private members’ amendmeitts. In the liegislatiire there is party 
system prevailing and every member has to say whether he belongs to this 
party or that party and if any member savs that he l>elongs to no party he is 
Independent, rihe Hon’ble Khan Baha<fur Saiykd MvA/ZAMmoiN IIoJtAlN ; 
What alM)ut a private member’s Bill?) That is wholly irrelevant to the 
pMsent circumstances. Now, here is the amendment l>elonging to a member 
who belongs to the Government l^arty,V)wes ibis allegiance to that party, 
and gives notice of an amendment which is apjiroved of by that party. 
So, to all intents and purposes, it in a Government amendment though 
technically it may not he so. So, in these circumst anises if any amendment 
appears in the name of a member of the Government Parly who still owes 
bis allegiance to that party, that should be considered as an amendment of 
the Government, because it has been tabled at the instance of the Government 
Barty. But if there .is objection, then it should be allowed to be moved ae 
k short-notice amendment. Because, all the conditions of a ahort-notice 
imendment are fulfilled. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, as you will 

[lerhaps remember, on many a previous occasion when amendments were 
moved by Mr. Nur Ahme<l, the Government invariably acjcepted them aS 
lovernmeut amendments. Indeed, amendments moved by Mr. Mesbahuddin 
filmed, Chief Whip of the Government, were treated as TIovernment 
unendments. , Similarly, as Mr. Nur Ahmed belongs to the Governmettt 
Party, we take it that any amendment moved by him is a Government 
tmendment and we also have l>een led to believe that the amendments 
irhicli stood in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed were really Government 
imendments. Sir, on fthat point you might satisfy yourself by looHitlg 
ip the proceedings of thb meeting at which the Hon'ble President gave that 
iding. Apart from.tbait, I think Knan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad Hinitdi 
m a different footing, because ea aff itidependent member lie has giteff CMl 
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notice of thi^ amendment and the conditions governing shori<notioe amend- 
ments have been satistieii. Tlierefore, 1 think, Sjr, that the Khan Bahadnr 
la quite in order to move the amendment as a ahort-notioe amendment. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the argument udvanc^ hj ih» 
Hon’ hie the Leader of the House is abaolutely irrelevant. He atiid that 
will be creating a very bad precedent 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; He did not Imd precedent. Wlmt he 
eaid was new pixHjedent. ^ 

Mr.- AMULYADHONE ROY: 1 submit, Sir, that it is absolutely wrongi 
The matter is very simple. Mr. Nur Ahmed did not move his amendment 
and sinoe he did not move his amendment it is no longer his amendment. 
The only question which arises is : whether you Oivn allow this ameiidinani 
to be moved as a short-notice amendment. It is entirely in your power and 
there is none in this House who oau take away that power from you. Now, 
Sir, I hope you will exercise your power in the interest of this Houee. 
Then, Sir, there is another point to be taken into consideration. When the 
Hon’lde the Finance Minister t<xjk up an attitude the other day which is 
unpre(x»dented in the liistory of legislation in any country, the Hon 'hi# 
President gave his ruling and practically enteric into a Ghentlemen’s 
Agreement with the Opposition, and I t]iink, Sir, that the Chair should not 
go hack upon that agreement. Apart from that. Sir, it is for you to ^onsider 
whether toe amendment should Ix' moved or not, and I think no extraneous 
circumstance sliould he taken into consideration. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sir. I would like to say a 

‘few word.s on the point which would he something new. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Any new pfiint. Mr. MukherjeeP 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Yes. Sir, 1 want to say a 
few words for the consideration of both the Hon ’hie the Leader of the Ilouaa 
and the Hoii’ble the Financ*e Minister. Sir, as a matter of fact, 1 think 
you have already heard that when this Bill was taken up for oonsideration, 
clause by clause, the Hon 'hie Finance Minister made a stakmient that 
Government amendments were not going to be moved. Of tvnirse, he did 
not make it clear whether he meont only (fovernment amendments or amend* 
ments given notice of by members of the Government Party. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I rise. Sir, on a imini 
of persomil explanation. W'hat 1 said clearly were “amendments of which 
notices lu»d been given on behalf of the Government.’' 1 cpiote the exact 
words that I used. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: 1 also accept the positHm, 
Sir, that the amendments of Mr. Nur Ahmed were amendments put in on 
l)ehalf' of the Government. I think that would make the position clear. 
If that he so (cries of “No, no” from ihe Coalition Party benches, “the 
Coalition Party did not sit down as a whole to table these amendments”), 
I do not know whether you have got the proceedings of that day’s meeting 
with you. (Mr. Dkiu ty Pkk.sidf.nt : Yes' I have them with me here.) 
Then, a question was raised, 1 believe by Mr. Kabir, that some of theae 
amendments were very important and that the Opposition wanted to move 
them if they w'ere not moved by the Government Party. As a matter of fact, 
you will find that there was a subsequent list of amendments which were 
allowed to he tabled and tibat was a late list. You know, Sir, that the consi- 
deration of tftie Bill was postponed in order to decide the question whether the 
Eulers of Indian States could be taxed. The Opposition took this 
kttni^tosend in certain additional amendments ana they were admitted. It 
tba. Hon^ble Minister had indicated hia mind 9 n£dciently 
Opposition could have sent in such notices that they wan tea to 
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ail or some of the amemlments that stood in the names of tlie members of 
the Government Party, so that they mi|fht be moved b5' th«m at the apj>ro- 
priate moment. That was the j>ohitioii, Sir, when the matter came uj> tiiially 
for consideration on the 4th July. On that day, the Hon’hle President 
atated that any amendment standiiij^ in the name of the Government Party 
would be allow'ed to be moved by memWrs of the OpjHHition and it w'a> not 
necessary for the Opjiositiori even to send in notices for that purpose. As 
a matter of fact, we wanted to know whether we should send in our names 
fltatin^^ that^such and .--uch members wanted to move the amendments standing 
in the names of members of the Government Party, whereupon tbe Chair 
observed that it was not neressarv and that it would be enough for us to 
aland up on the floor of the House and to move tliem. That was perhaps the 
language used by the Chair, if I remember aright. Therefore, this rec^uest 
of the Opposition which has been characterised by tlhe I^eader of tbe House 
as unprecedented s<-eni.s to \)e answereil by the unprecedented attitude taken 
by the Hon’ble the Pinunce Minister in directing that Government amend- 
ments will not be moved. I therefore submit. Sir, that you will allow this 
amendment to lie moved by any meml>er of this House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 find that a g<»od deal of <onfiiHion has taken place 
over this question. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Sir. .an Mr. Nur Ahnml 
speak twicer He has jilready spoken once. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: It not actually in (-ourse of a deflate 
on any aineTidnient but on a point of order and he is further clearing up' bis 
position. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, J did not w’ont to move, 
the amendment following upon the pronount ement of the Chair tbe other 
da.\ , but I w'anted to move it at short-notice. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Kindly let me say a few^ wwds, Sir. Some 
honourable members are of the opinion that amendments standing in the 
iiame <)f i>ther meinliers can be moved by any other Inember. I submit that 
that is not so, and I have already q\ioted from a ruling of the President of 
the (Vniral As.seinbly when the question was raised and the President had 
disallowed it, S4iyiug that that procedure was not justified by the rules and 
standing orders. S<> I beg to submit that an amendment cannot be moved 
by any nieinlier on behalf of another member. As regards, short-notice 
amendments, the rule is very strict on tbe point. If any memlier wants to 
put a short-notice amendment, the condition precedent is that he must give 
a <'opy of the amendment to all the members of the House and unless he 
does so, he cannot move : that is the <listinct ruling of the President. As 
you know’, Sir, from your experience* when a Hill cximes up for consideration 
before tlie House, all the members in their private ceipacity send notices of 
amendments. There are v4irious precedents and it will be found from tbe 
procecMlings of the llomse that many amendments are moved from the 
Government side but all of them are not moved. Members table their aipend- 
ments and Government select and accept or reject them. 

(At this stage tlie UoiCble Mr. President occupied the Chair.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point, Mr. Kabir? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The point was that amendment No. 32 
standing in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed was attempted to be moved by 
Khan Bahadur Naziniddin Ahmad as a short-notice amendment in virtue of 
the assurance wliich the other day you gave in this House to the effect that 
BO fur as the amendments not moved by the Government or supporters of 
Oovernment are tymcerned, w^e could move them as short -notice amend- 
ments — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, I think you are adding the word 
* 'supporters' \ I distinctly remember to have said ‘'Government amend- 
nfii6nC'. • 
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Mr* HUMAYUN KABIfl* There aljio T have my aubmiiiiiioii— — 

Mr. PR£8IDENT: Jum a minute: let me fiml out whot I said. Yea, 
tliat is exactly wkit I naid. I tuxld *T was to su|?jrest iilw that if any 

particubir memlier attaches verv ifreat importance to a particular (loTern- 
ment amendment, he mi^ht he allowed to#move it as his own.*’ That makea 
it very cletir. What I felt when tlorernment decided not to move their 
amendments of which thev had given notice of wm* that if the Government 
had not given notice of tlie aineiidmonts some of these amendments might 
have been given notice of by other members and so 1 agreed that those 
amendments might he moved by the memlM»rs who would -wish t-o move 
them. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Amendment No :i2 was 

accepted })y the Hon ’hie Finance Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gertaiuly not. He has no right to ucwpl it The 
right lies with the House. 

Khsri BAflAdUr NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 was instrumental in 
bringing ho much trouble U> the House. May I remove the difficulty. 
(Interruptions from the Government benches. ) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Khan Bahadur, what is your point? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: My fK)int is iliat Mr. Nur 
Ahmad gave iiotic:e of amendment No. 32. But he was not going to move 
it. Then 1 asked the permission of the Cluiir It) move it its a sljort-uotice 
ameiidmeiil, Mr, Nur Alimed contended that no member can be permitted 
to move an amemlment •standing in the name of another nieml)er and that 
there is a rule to that eftect. But I say that that is a different case altogelhe^r, 
namely, that if a meml>er gives notice of an amendment, remains absent and 
askft somel)od> else \o imonc it, ilien he .shows smnt tourtesy to the House 
because he attends u> some |H*rsonal affair of his which he eonsiders to he 
more important than the legislative business. 8o, when a person refuses 
to move his motion, it Ts no longer his motion and any member can move 
that motion a.s a short-notice amendment. The condition of u ahort-notiire 
amendment is thiit sufficient number of copies should lie made available U> 
the honourable members, so that the Hou.se may not 1 k) taken bv surprise. 
That condition has been siitisfied and the most important ground on which 
I base my argument is on the question of merit. This amendment is a very 
important one; it is a constructive amendment and uuv person a.sking leave 
to move thi.'i amendment will ]>e doing a great service. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Ihiha dur Sahil), you may aikteh great 
importance to thi.s ameniiment but the condition of a sliorF-notice amendment 
is that if the l*re.sident p<*rnuts, oral notice a short-notice amendment oan 
be moved. But the Chair must exerci.se that discretion not in ordinary 
circumstances but in .special ci re ura.s Unices. Now, as regards the amend- 
ment, w^t is a? ‘'Agricultural Income-tax” mean.s “the tax payable 
under this Act.” It is purely a drafting amendment. That is all. It does 
not make any change in the substance. I do not tliink this amendment is 
of that character whicli should be accepted at .short-notice. This privilege 
should be reserved for special circumstances. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, there may be a 
lacuna 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We all appreciate your ingenuity. This amend- 
ment, however, is not going to improve the Bill and T thinl< the matter 
should not be pursued further. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, may I move the 
amendment standing in the names of Mr. Biren Roy ^xtd Mr. Meebabnaam 
Ahmed ? 



Mr. MEtBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, Mr. ilunMjruu JUbir 8«t« twtio* 
tliat Im would inoTe the amendment. i 

Mr. MIEBIDENT: Any one CUB move it. Tee, Mr. Hol^olanabifih. ^ 

Mr. HACENDRA NATH MOHOLAHISM: Sir, 1 beg to move: that 
in clause 2 of the Hill, in 8\ib«rlause ( 4 ), for the word in line 2, the 

words **a Ilengal'’ be substituted. 

Now, vSir, thin amendment will appear to be necessary kiving regard to 
the fact that in clause 21 of the Bill the Agricultural Income-tax authorities 
have been enumerated. And they are:— *(a) the Commissioner of Agricul- 
tuml Income-tax, Bengal, {h) the Assistant Commissioner of Agricultural 
Inoome-tax, Bengal, and (c) Bengal Agricultvmil Income-tax Officers. Now, 
the term Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officers has not been defined any- 
where in the Bill. If you refer to the definition clause, you will find there 
only the Agricultural Income-tax Officer Ihas been defined. Therefore, how 
would we know what is meant by Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officers. 
That seems to be an obvious mistake in drafting. However much the 
Finance Minister may boast of his draftsman, 1 pity him because he has ^ot 
such a beautiful draftsman who does not care to read tlie definitions which 
occur in the other substantive clauses of the Bill. The object of the defini- 
tion is simjily to sec* whether a man can easily read the Act cou.sistent with 
the definitions. Coming to clause 21 of the Bill, a man searches in vain the 
whole of the Bill for the definition of “Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Officers. “ Therefore, I believe the Hon’ble Finance Minister will have no 
hesitation in accepting this amendment as a Government amendment. He 
has rightly found out tlie mistake. He had rightly instructed the then 
Parliamentary Secretary to put in an amendment, and I do not see any 
justification why that amendment should not he moved. Therefore. Sir, 
without wasting any more time of the House I should say that this is an 
amendment which ought to be accepted without further argument. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved: that in clauae 
2 of the Bill in sub-clause {2), for 'the word “an“^ in line 2, the words “a 
Bengal'’ l>e substituted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support this 
•imendment. T do not think any speech is necessiir> to sti*engthen the 
argument already advanced, (Khan Sibhib Faridiiddiii Ahmad: Then 
why do you sjmak?) “Why ilo I speak” is an unintelligent question. The 
amendment is a very good amemlmenl. It has been prepiired by the Tiegis- 
lative Dcjxirtment, passed by the Financ*e Dejvariment, approved by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill and again approved by his Party and 
then submitted to the House on liehalf of the Government. Normally, it 
should have required no argument at all. But the trouble is: that the author 
now disowns the amendment. It is not to convince them, but to place on 
reoord how things are proceeding, that I have to 8j>eak. The amendment 
has been carefully considered by the legislative Department and as I 
pre.sume by other departments concerned and the Hon’ble Minhster has given 
it his bles.siiig. In the circumstances, if there is any further argument t^t 
ivs needed, I tliink, the Hoii’ble Minister will give it. I invite him to give 
us all the arguments that lie behind this simple-looking amendment of 
Mr. Meslwhuddin Ahmed. With these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, in supporting the 
amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Moholanabish and 
supported by Kban Baha<lur Naairuddin Ahnul, I would like to point out 
certain difficulties which the mover of the amendment 

Mr. president: May I just interrupt you,*Mr. Mukherjee? Qovera- 
ment themselves probably realised the necessity of an amendment like this. 
ThM is why they asked the Parliamentary Secretary to put in this amesdr 
ment. Therefore, is any further speech necessary? 
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Hr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKKERitCE: WhAt I was going U> poim% 
wh^y ibf avieudmeut moved and it ww< accepted by the Qovam- 
meat. Therefore^ I tbink> 1 itm entitled to spealc on toia ameadmeat. 
Befiidee, there are European members who are iude}>eudent members and 
who may after hearing me change" their opinion and as independent 
members may come wit£ us in the lobby. As a matter of fact, it should 
not be taken that all the members willingly support the view of the Hon*ble 
the Finance Minister that a defecfive Bill like this should come out of this 
House. And 1 think the Hon’ble Minister accepts that position and you 
also, Sir, clarified that position by saying that it is for the meinhers of the 
House to place their amendments for the eonsideration of the House. There- 
fore, 1 say that the fact that they were Government amendments di^es not 
take away the objection. As a matter of fact, the Opposition would have 
supportea this amendment if Governinent had moved it. We want that the 
tax which shall be imposed in terms of the Act should he realisable and 
enforceable wiben the Bill comes into force as an Act. If there were 
insup<‘rable difticulties in tlo' .way of its realisation after the tax is assessed 
t\\ a person who must be authorised b\ the Act, as I shall show presently. 

I submit there is no rejison why the Finance Minister should hurry this Bill 
through in this way. That is tiie reason wiliy I am pointing out that insuper- 
able difficulties would be found in enforcing the Act when assessed. What 
IS the purpose of a definition ^ A dehnition is to denote the imuining of the 
officer wdio is to act under the provision^ of this Act. Now, the definitioii 
IS in thejH* term.s : in Hub-cluuse (2) of clauw* 2, “an Agricultural Income- 
tax Officer” means “n i>er8()n appointed to lx* an Agricmlturul Income-tax 
Officer under secticm 21. ‘ lict us now look at section 21 for the definition 
ot this Agri( 3 iltural Income-tax Officer. In section 21 we do uot 
find any officer appointed as an Agricultural I ncorne-tax * Officer. (^Ihunsmi 
21 and 22 deal ivith agricultuml inotmie-tax. authorities ‘and an Appellate 
'rrihunal : this means the authorities who are authorised to assess tht 
agricultural income-tax and the Apjiellate Tribunal w'bo.se duty will be to 
liear app<‘iils against the rate assesscxl by the offict^rs. Section 21 sayn: 
“There shall be th^ bdlowing classes <»f agricuHnral income-tax authoritif^ 
for the i»uriK)ses of this Act, namely : — 

the Oommi.ssioner of Agricultural Income-Uix, Bengal; 

(h) the Assi.stant Oommih.sioner of Agricultural Income-tax, Bengal;’ 
(r) Bengali Agricultuml liUMime-tux Officers. 

Now by this clause (lovernment want to change the definition by 8Ug|^est- 
ing that the Agricultural Income-tax Officers means “Bengal Agricul- 
tural Tncome-tjix Officers” and thtit would bring the definition into oon- 
sonaiice with the authority that is given in sectnin 21 to a Bengal Agricul- 
tural Tncoine-tax Officer to assess the Uix and fo enforce the payment of tUe 
tax. If we look to sub-clause (o) of clause 21, there again we shall find 
the following words “The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Oflir^ers shall in 
respect of such areas as the Provincial Government may by notification 
determine, exenuse the powers (xmferred and perform the duties imposed on 
them by this Act and by such rules as may he prescrilwxl”. 

Here in this sub-clause, also, we find mention of the expression “Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Officers”, but we have got no definition in the 
definition clause of the “Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officers”. 
Nowhere has this expression been defined and that is why we do not fiml 
any officers of the desi^ation of Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officers, 
as is mentioned in section 21. An objection may, therefore, very well be 
raised that there being no Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officers as define»f 
m the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, notices and assessment orders, 
passed by such officers are illegal and cannot be enforced. The whole Iwisis 
of the assessment is taken away and I therefore submit that the amendment 
really seeks not only to remove a formal defect in the Bill or to improve the 
dwitmg of tlie Bill but it outs at the poot of the whole matter, at the root 
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of and the whole machiiierj under this Act for t^ cbliectiion ^ 

tax would be jeopordieed if the Bill is allowed to be passed in the shape in 
which it now stands. With these few words, I support the amendment. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANURA C08WAMI: Mr. President, I 
agree that this purely drafting amendment would secure the verbal con- 
sonance of this clause w'ith clause 21. But, •Sir, I am satisfied that even 
without this amendment there will be ncr difficulty in the administration of 
thie Act. In the circumstances, I have no other alternative but to oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is: that in clause 2 
of th<» Bill in sub-clause ( 2 ), for the word **an” in line 2, the words *‘a 
Bengal" be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result:— 

AYES— 17. 


Khan Bahatfur Naiirucfdln Ahinaff. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Bansrji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravsrtl. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. OutU. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Moham- 
mad ilan. 


Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kahir. 
Ral Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Malumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 
Mr. B. C. MUkhorJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahidi 


HOES— 37. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Matbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzomall Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Ctarko. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Oof ran. 

The Hon'blo Khan Bahadur S. M 
Hoiain. 


Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohamad Hotsaln. 

Maulana Mohammad Akrum Khan. 
Mr. W. B. 6. Laldlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latlff. 

Khan Sahib Subidall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlaaur Rahman. 
Ral Bahadur R. 8. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. A. SatUr. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 

Or. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The House has divided: The Ayes 
being 17 and the Noes being 27, the amendment is negatived. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, may I move the 

amendment standing in the name of Mr. Biren Rov and Mr. Mesl^ahuddin 
Ahmed ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Yes. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, I would not have 
moved this amendment in the ordinary circumstances; but my object in 
moving it is to show that Government oppose their own amendments. This 
amendment was evidently given notice oi by the Parliamentary Secretaries 
on behalf of Government in order to impix)ve ihe drafting. There are many 
glaring defects in the drafting. Sir, we know that inscrutable are the ways 
of Goal So are also the ways of the present Ministry. It is very difficult 
to understand why th<? Government should think it fit to oppose an amend- 
ment of which notice was given on their behalf by their Parliamentary 
i>eeretaries. 

Sir, the amendment which I beg to move runs as follows : — 

That in clause 2 of the Bill, in sub-clause ( 4 ), for the words *‘the person 
appointoil as Assistant Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax'* 
in lines 1 and 3, the words "'a person appointed to be an Asaiatunt 
Oommiseioner of Agrriotdtural Income-tax, Bengal*’ be snbetitiited.' 
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Sir, this is a very desirable amendment. It removes a ^reat defect and 
it is also calculated to improve the drattiufar- The arguments which have 
been advanced in connection with amendments Nos. 33, 34 hold g(K>d in this 
case also. 1 do not think many words are needtsl to explain the desirability 
of getting this amendment passed. With these few words, I commend this 
amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Amcuidment moved: that in clause 2 
of the Bill, in sub-clause (4), for the words “the per.st)n appointed as 
Assistant Commissioner of Agricultural IiuMJine-tax” in lines 1 and 3, the 
words, “a person appointed to be an Assistant (V^mmissioner of Agri< ultural 
Income-tax, Bengal’' be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I wumt to Miy a few words. Under 
section 21 (t/) we read as follows. — 

“The Assistant Comniis.sioner of Atfriciiltural liu'ome-tax, Bengal, sholl 
exercise in respect of the whole of Bengal all the powders provided 
under section 34 and such powers of the Commissioner under this 
Act or the rules made thereunder, except the powers provided under 
section 37, as ma\ be rlele^uted to him by tlie Commissioner with 
the approval of the Provincial (Government . “ 

Here the Assistant Commissioner of Agiicultural Income-tax, Bengal, 
shall exercise all the pciwc-rs in respect of (he wlude of Bengal. But in 
the definition the word “Bengal” is jibsent aft«‘r the words “Assisl.iint (V>m- 
missioner of Agricultural Incsmie-tax” . So, to be precise, 1 think the word 
“Bengal” should be added aiter the words “Assistant CommissiHiner of 
Agricultural Inconie-bix”. With these voids. 1 supjH)rl tlu* amendment 
mov(‘d hy ni\ honourahle friiuid Kai Baliadui Keshab Chamlra Banerjee. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 also support the amend- 
inent and ni_\ iiigunierit will be just this tliat this amendment is a child of 
tile (Tovernment. It vas coiutuvetl in the Legislative l)e|mrtment and was 
made ^)V(‘r to the custody of two stalwart members oi the House, Mr. Biren 
Boy and .Mr. Meshahuddin Ahme<l. Now, these <*UHt<»diaiis say “we do not 
desire to tuke caie ot the child an> more.” The t4ither s4iyM “I do not want 
the chihl” and when a member picks up the aiiandoned child, and asks the 
permission of the Cluiir to take care of the cliild and give it a home in the 
Inrsoin of the Bill, the father says “if we disc-ard the child, there will be no 
liarm.” 1 believe. Sir, that this was the 4>nl> child that has l>een discapded. 
In the circumstances, I ilo not wish to advance any further argument. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister will strengthen the argument iliat could be 
advanced on behalf of the amendment. AVitli these words I supjKirl the 
amendment . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 tried to provide 
some adornment for the child, hut 1 think that it can do without sucdi 
adornment for the present moment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The cjuc'stion beLire the House is: that in <‘lause 2 
of the Bill, in sub-clause (4) f<»r the words “the person apfiointed «s 
Assistant Commissioner of Agricultural Inc-ome-tiix” in lines 1 and 3, the 
words “a person appointed to be an A.ssistant Coiiimissioiier of Agricultural 
Income-tax, Bengal” be substituted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following resiiU : — 

AYEg— 1®. 


Khan Bahadur Naxiruddin Ahmad. 
Bal Bahadur K. C. Banarjl. 

Mr. $. c. Chakravtrtl. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

Bal Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

148 


Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohoianabish. 

Mr. B. C. MukhtrJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. 8. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl WMhkhurmnMt. 
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NOES--at. 


in Sahib Faridiiddin Ahmad. 

Nur Ahmad, 
m Sahib Nurul Amin, 
in Sahib Abdul Axlz. 

D. L. Bartia. 

Moaziamall Chowdhury. 
in Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mohammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 

0. E. Clarka. 
i. K. D.'Rozario. 

I. L. P. Dutt. 
in Bahadur Abdul Qofran. 

Hon*bla Khan Bahadur S. M. 
lotaln. 


Mr. Latafat Haaaaln. 

Mr. Mohamad Hottaln. 

Maulana Mohammad Akrum Khan. 
Mr. W. B. Q. Laldlaw. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur Mufchlaaur Rahman. 
Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamauzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 

Or. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hoiine Hah divided. For the 
eudnieut — 15; a^inst the amendment — 2(i. The amendiiieiit is, there- 
e, negatived. I now adjourn the House till d p.ni. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The (>)uncil then adjourned till d p.m. on Friday, the 14th July, 1944 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the Idth 
y, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin AhiiKMl. 

(2) Mr. Kader B^vksh. 

(td) Mr. Hamidul Iluq (diowdhury. 

(4) Mr. ITumuyun Re 7 .ii Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Khorshed Alain (diowdhury, 

(0) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Mr, N. N. Mookerji. 

(8) Mr, R, 8. Purssell. 

(9) Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

(10) Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEaSLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 59. 


Xhk Council met in the legislative Chamber the Legislative Duild* 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 14th July, 1944. at d ^.m., being the fifty- 
ninth day of the Pdrst Session of 1944, persuant to section of the 

Government of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Removal of paddy from the Tippera State to the British India. 

208. Mr. NUR AHMED (on behalf of Mauivi Mahammad Habibullah 
Choudhury) • Will tin* llon'bh* Minislei’ in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment he pleased to state— 

{(i) whether he has receiv(‘<l an\ rej)H‘smilat ion from an\ British subject 
or subjects oi the Ftuii subdivision, stating tliat they are prevented 
by the State- ollieials of tin* Maliaraja of Tippera from euttiug 
their padd\ in tin- Maharaja’s State liordering British Imlia and 
carrying that h(»nu* in the British possession without p<*rmit 
whicii is issued only alter pa\ment of exorbitant extra tax and 
up-to-date rent ; 

(b) whether the Uovernim'nt have taken an> , if so what, action for the 

removal of the grievances of these tenants; and 

(c) if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {a) Yes, in November last. 

(b) Yes, ropresentatioiLs were made Jto the Resident, Eastern States 
Agency, and the grievance has since been removed. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; The question is not 
very clear or rather the language is not very lmi»py. So, I cannot follow 
what Is actually meant. Will the IloiChh* Minister kindly (‘xjilain the 
position r" W fiat happened and what stejis have been taken by the 
Government? 

T^O Hon'blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I havi* answered the question. 
If the honourable member wants detailed information, he should refer to 
the questioner. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: The answer is aJl 
right but the question is not intelligible. So I request the Hon’ble Minister 

® explain the position as to what actually happened regarding the 

cutting of paddy. • i k k 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. it is a very novel 
request that I should explain the question. I am answerable for the auewer: 
not for the question. 
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Rai Bahadur KfiSHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Neither the ques> 
tion nor the answer is intelligible, that is the difficulty. Therefore, I 
request the Hon’ble Minister to explain the position so that w'e may follow 
the answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I’he difficult \ is this that the questioner is respons- 
ible for the question and the llon’ble Minister for the reply. So, if the 
question is not clear, I do not tliink the Hon^ble Minister can improve 
upon it. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Arising out of {b), will the Hon'bie 
Minister be pleased to state what was the nature of the representation? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZ3MUDDIN: It was about the grievances 

of the tenants who are .subjects ol British India but who have lands in the 
Tripura State just over the border. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whetlier as a rc'suit of the representation the tenants have now ^ot 
to pay any tax for the removal of paddy from the Tripura State to British 
India? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as 1 remember, there 
was an embargo upon the removal of jiaddy and rice from the Tripura vState 
although the owiuu’ belonged to British India anil tliere was I believe an 
fcxorbiiant iax put on Ihmn. We made representation to the Tripura State 
und an umii'able arraiigenient was arrived at and all the cultivators are now 
enabletl eitlier to bring tlndr paddy to their own homes or sell it at reason- 
able price in the T’ri]mra State. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is any tax paid for it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe the Tripura State 
was realising somi' tax. J do not know it exactly. But very likely the 
tenants have had to jiay some tax. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
|to enquin' and let the ilouj.o know later on whether the tenants have got 
to pay any lax ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is likely they have to 
pay some tax. There is no huv under which you can stop it so long as it 
is not an unreasonable tax. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a.s a matter of piinciple any permit is necessary now’ for 
removal of paddy grown in Tii[)ura to Ibitish India? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think permit is necessary. 
But there is no ob'^triu tion ])ut on the tenants when they are satisfied that 
it is the paddy which has been cultivated by the man on his land in the 
Tripura State. 

Mr. HARSDAS MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister has just stated 
with regard to the imposition of a tax “provided it is reasonable”. Do I 
understand that the tax levied by the Tripura State is reasonable in connec- 
tion with tlie removal of paddy? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not know the 
details of the settlement but the report is that the matter has been amicably 
settled and the local people have no grievance to make at the present 
moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 
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The Advocates Robes Bill, 1944. 

The House will now take up Non-o<f lal Bills. The first item on the 
agenda is the Advocates’ Bobes Bill, BUI, (as passed by tlie Assembly). 

With regard to this Bill, I have just received a <'oniinunieation from 
the Private Secretary to His Kxcelleucy the tinvernor winch runs as 
follows : ‘U am dt‘sired b\ Ills Kxctdleucy flu* tioveinor to refer to the 
Bengal Advoiates’ Robes Bill, l?U-4, wliich has Ijimmi ]>assed b\ tht' Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and sent to the Bengal la‘gis1all\e ('(tinuMl. witli a 
message asking the concunence of the (\mneil theiado, and to sa\ lliat a 
question has arisen \\hi't]ier the pritu'iple of tlie Bill requires previous sanc- 
tion of the (tovernor in liis discretion. Tlu' tpu'stion is being considered 
by His Exci'llimey tlie Governor, w1m>s<' decision \\ill be (’omnninieated to 
you in due course. T am, thm'cfore. to rei|U(‘st that ]n'n<ling further considera- 
tion of the matter by His Kxc'elleiu'v, action may lie taken as (‘oiitem])lated 
under rule ()(■/) of the Bengal Legislative rouiieil Governor’s Kules’L 
So this matter eaiinot Ix' considi'red today. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. this matter has 
been hanging fire since the beginning of tlie current session of the Pouneil. 
So far as this House is <‘ou(‘e7'ned, this (juestion aros(‘ sometime in February 
last. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th s is a s('p:iraie Hill, lini Hnliiuliir. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Tl>i> ( lovornor’s sanc- 
tion had not Ikx'ii received at t!ie time and the Bd! could not be considered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As 1 liaM' alrt'ady shited, ii is not that Bill but an 
altogether sejiarate Bill, as ])ass*>d ]»y tin* Assein))l\ . 

The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to mov(‘ that tin* I’surions Loans (Bengal 
Arni'iidment ) Bill. l!)4(h be reierred to a S(*1(*et ('onimitt(*e consisting of— 

(1> Idle Honoiiralih- Nawab IMnsharrulV Hossaiii, Khan Bahadur, 
Mini.st(‘r in charge of the Judicial and fj(*gishiti ve Depai tmeiits, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Birendra Kishore Boy Chowdliury, 

(4) Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta, 

(o) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(fi) Mr. Huniayun Kabir, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Cliowdhury, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Momin, c.i.E., 

(9) Mr. A^akub H. S. Sattar, 

(10) Khan Sahib Farid uddin Ahmad, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th November, 1944, and 
that the number of members whose presence hhall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this is a very .simple amending Bill which seek.s to amend the 
Usurious Loan*i Act, 1918. The main provisions of llii.s amending Bill are 
as follows; — That in section 3 of the said Aef, in siib-secfiofi f/). for the 
words beginning with “ha.s reason to believe” and (*nding 2^ 

the following powers, namely, may” the following words shalJ 
tuted, namely, — ‘*has reason to believe that the transaction was, as be 
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the parties thereto substantially unfair, the court shall exercise one oi 
more of the following powers, namely: — that the explanation to the 
sub-section shall be re-numbered as Explanation II and the following shall 
be inserted as Explanation I, namely: — 

''Explanation /. — If the interest is excessive the court shall presume 
that the transaction was substantially unfair, but such presumption may 
be rebutted by proof of the special circumstances justifying the rate oi 
interest.” 

Sir, in the original Act there are conditions precedent on fulfilment of 
which powers can only be exercised. Even in that case the court is not 
bound to exercise that power given in section 3. This amending seeks 
to make it obligatory on the court. If one of these conditions exist, the 
court is bound to exercise the pow(*rs enumerated in the main section. 
Since tlie enactment f>f this A(*t tw(> acts have been put on the statute book, 
— one the Bengal Money Ijcnders’ Act, 1933, and the other Bengal Money 
Lenders’ Act, 1940. In both these Acts there are certain exceptions and it 
may be f[uestioned what is the necessity of an amendment of the Usurious 
Loans Act, after the ena<‘tment of those two Bengal Acts. There are 
exceptions in these two Acts. In the Act of 1940, certain class of loan 
transactions have been omitted from the scope of that Act and transactions 
within the city of Calcutta and some other places have been excluded from 
the scope of the A(;t of 1933. So there is necessity for amending the 
Usurious Loans Act which is an All-India legislation. Th^s Bill was 
circulated for eliciting jniblic opinion and we have received 74 opinions, 
mostly from District Judges, — those v(‘ry persons who have administered 
this Act and have sulHcient experiemee about tlie working of this Act. Also 
Distri('t Magistrates and other high personages have supported the provisions 
of this Bill. For the information of the House, with your permission I 
want to refer briefly to some of tin* o])inif)ns. The Additional Distri'’t 
Magistral!' of Bakarganj says, “I have no objection or suggestion to make”. 
The District Magistrjd!' of Birblium says, “i have the honour to state that 
in order to givt‘ wid(*r power to court to givt* relief in desirable cases the 
proposed amendnnoit^ an* necessar\”. The District Magistrate of Noakh.ili 
says, “I have the honour to say that I am in favour of the Bill”. The 
(Collector of Dacca says, “the proposed aint'iidments appear reasonable anti 
that we would exclude the words ‘in case of loans to agriculturists’ occur- 
ring in the proviso to section 2(iii) of the Bill". He wants to exclude 
that, other jirovisions being approved. 

Then the District Judgt' of Bankura says, “I have the honour to state 
that the propost'd amt'ndmtmts will be of immense benefit to the hard- 
pressed debtfirs. The courts, 1 believe, will wekn'une such measure.” 
District Magistrate, Bankura. says, “The yirovisions will h(‘ useful”. District 
Judge of Birhhuin says, “1 am in general ag-reement with the provisions 
of the Bill.” Additional District Magistrate of Howrah says, “The provi- 
sions of the Bill are sahifary." Additional District Magistrate of 
Bnrdwan says, “T see no obj(*ction to the proposed amendments.” Addi- 
tional Collertor, 24-Parganas, says, “The amendments proposed seem to he 
desirable. ” Distriet Judge of Howrah says, “I am in favour of the proposed 
amendments.” Distriet Magistrate of Khulna says, “The Bill as proposed 
may be adopted.” (Jiittagong Mereliantvs’ Assoeiation says, “The Com- 
miftee of this Assoeiation approves the provisions of the said Bill.” The 
District Judge of Nadia says, “As the proposed amendment .seeks to bring 
uniformity in the law relating t!> interest prevailing in the province, I hav(‘ 
no objection,” Collector of Dinajpur says, “The amendments proposed 
appear to be desirable so as to keep it in conformity with the Bengal Money- 
lenders Act and to give more relief as well in appropriate cases.” District 
Magistrate, Faridpur, says, “The amendment is desirable.” District Judge 
of Mymensingh says, “I have the honour to sav that I am in general agree- 
ment with the provisions of the Bill except that the proposed proviso at 
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the end of the Bill is too vague* ^ that is with regard to agriculturists* loans 
Secretary, Bar Association, Midnapore, writes '‘Both the above amendment* 
are matters of procedure an<l are meant to ‘^elieve the debtor in the luattei 
of onus of proof. In our opinion there^ n{» object i<ui to the proposed 
amendments.” District Judge. Midn ore, sa\s, “1 have no ohjeetioii tr 
the propostMl amendment . ” Di.strict Judge of Noakhali sa\s, “! have the 
honour to state that the propov.e<l amendment will cmtaiulv give wuler powerH 
to the courts in cutting down intere.st whenevt‘r tln'v thtnk the transaction 
in question to be unfair. The provisions <»f tlie Hill aie tr«'e from any 
objection and are considered necessary.” District Judge. .M ur- hidaluuf, 
says, “The purpose f>f the Hill is id»vi<>u>. J'he pn)pos<Ml am«Mtdmt*nts ai'e 
to act more favourahlv to the debtor ami spt'ciallv the agi iciilt ni rst debtor 
than b(‘fore. There should be no objeetien to suet- proposal.” Dislrn't 
Judge. Hangjmr, says. “'Dk* Hill aims at g'ranting wiihu- powers to (aoirts 
to give relief in dc'sirahle eas('> u]>pear to me quite* reasonable and 1 have 
notliing to say against it.” Seeri*tarv, IMtauhos’ Ihn .\ ssotoat ion . Jalpai- 
guri, writes, “My Assoeiation has no obj(*elion to tlie Hill lo he pass(Ml 
into Act.” Seeretar\ , Indian Mt'rehanls* Asso» iati(m, (Inttagoiig. alse 
approves of tin* provisions of the Hill. District and Sessions Judge, M\men- 
singh, sa\ s, “J havt* tin* honour to repoit that th(> Suhoidinate Judges at 
this station aie in agreeiut'iil that the propos«‘d ann'mlineiif would give 
courts gri'ater latitmh* in coming to the r(‘li('f of dehlors sutVeiing under 
the huj'den of nieiiuitable loans.” 

Sir, I have ((uoted thes(‘ ojiinions in r.rtruso, heeause jhtof* i*^ a motion 
for eireulat i(Ui . Sir, this Hill was eireulatiMl at length to all District Jinlges 
and all associations and all persons eoin*erntMl and their opinions have heen 
re*ceived. So I afipeal to tin* Hon 'hie Minister in charpe to a<Ma*pl this 
motion: it is a very simple Hill and after nmemlment of the M onev-bmders 
A(’t, DM0, it has hecoim* necessary to amend this Act also. With these few 
words, I move my motion. 

Mf. PRESIDENTS Order, order. Motion moved that the Hill be 
referrt‘(l to a S(deet Committee consisting of — 

(1) 'Die Hon’ble Nawab Musharniff Hossain, Khan Hahadni. Ministei 
in eharg(' of the Judicial and Ia*gishit i v<‘ l)c]>ai t nimi t 
Mr. T. B. Niiiimo, 

(d) Mr. Hirendra Kishore Uo\ Cliowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta, 

(o) Mr. Haridas Alazunidar, 

(fi) Mr. Humay*’.;i Kabir, 

(7) Jvhan Hahadui’ Abdul Hamid Chowdlinry, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Alxlu) Momiri, r.j.i:., 

(9) Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar, 

(10) Khan Sahib Faridnddin Alimad, and 

(11) the mover, 

W’ith instructions to .submit their report by the OOth November, 1944. ane 
that the number rd‘ members whose pre.senee .shall be nece,ssar> to coristi 
tute a quorum shall be four. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 believe that theie >s 
an amendment to this motion tabled by the (Tovernnienl It woiilrl he 
convenient if that amendment is moved and then tlie amem/nnmt and tlm 
original proposition may he discussed togetlier. 

The Hon'hle Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIM HOBAIM: 

Sir, that amendment will not be moved. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In that case, Sir, I would 
rise to support 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, maj' I request the honournhle 
mover to Huhstitute the name of Mr. Bankirn Chandra Datta in my place 
as a member of the proposed select committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will some member propose it? 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: I propose the name of 
Mr. Bunkini Chandra Datta to be .siih>titute<] in the place «»{ Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Diitfii as a iiKunber on the proposetl Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that there is no obiection to the name 
of Mr. Bankirn f’handra Datta beinj? substituted in place of Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support the 
motion. Tlie honourable th<‘ uiover of this Bill is an indefalitrahle worker 
in this r(*speef, aiul he luis spent moie time in the eause of tlh'oi et i<al legis- 
lation than all of iis put toi^ether 1 Imve takeji part in S(>ine controversial 
lep^ishilion, but Mr. Nur Ahmad does not like speetaeular di‘'T»l:iy and he is 
a silent, eonstruet i ve worker. 'Plie reasons put forw.ird b\ liiTu in support 
f)f bis motion ins* ('on vineinif. Bv the passinij of thr Bt*nj.ral Mone^ -lenders’ 
Art of which tb(‘ whole Province sbo\ild be prr)ud, certain well-known 
and liuniaTM' jn-ineiples liavt^ been adopt«‘d but. as is well-known, 
niu»i(*i’ous e\(‘ej»tions have found plaee in the Bill sonH‘lno\ or other. The 
hiimfine ])rovisions of t})e Bengal Monev-houlers Act do not :ip]>lv to manv 
loan transactions iti th(‘S(‘ oxci‘ptinn;il ca^c^. Tin' debtors have to fall hack 
upon the f)hler A<*ts. arnl one of the Arts is attornpte«l to he amended hv 
Mr. Nur Alunerl tr) hrin^^ it as far as pos^-ihle into liiie wnli ilu‘ BcPirnl 
Morn'V-h'nders .-\et. ’Idu* Beniral Monev-lenders Act excepts the Schcd\i1ed 
Itnnks from its operation whieli it is needless to dismiss in detail. I know 
of no princijile h\ whi<‘h th(*se hodu'n '.houhl In* cxia pted T reipemVier to 
have moved for the inelusion of Schedulml Banks in tin* M one v-lenders Bill 
so ns to rnaki' it ariplieahh* to them. There was practicallv a unanimity in 
the IToiis(' for iiH’ludincr Scheduled Ihinks hut. ftir ('ertain pait\' reasons, 
I had t<i withdraw the anu*ndment much to mv <^>wn rccTcf, and much to 
thi’ reprret (»f mv friends ns well a^- of manv e'^tcemed ojiponents. As a 
matti'r of fact. Scheduled Banks are in tlu'orv entitled to charLre anv rate, 
more than the l(*j?al rate. Cor instance, they can charL'’e dO, 40 or even 50 
per eent. or more. Tht*re is nothing to stop them. There' are also others 
who fret tliroufrh other loophoh's. A money-h'uiler. as we under- 
stand it areordinp to the Knirlisli as \%t'll as to the Indian ideas, is a 
professional money-h’mb'r. Set. all ereditors «h> not come within flu* Benjral 
Money-lenders .\ct. Throufrh this and other looplioles. manv unconscion- 
able iisurinns transactions take ]>laee and tbe courts are Indpless in the 
mntit'r, and eannot irivt' any rt'lief. So this Bill is a very timely measure 
and tliere is no point in tlu' ffovernnp'nCs amendment n'crardinp its 
re-('irt'ulation . Mr Nur Abimal has told us that tbe Bill has already been 
eireulated ami tbe opiniems received are inostlv in favour of tbe Bill. This 
shows tliat tbe principle underlvinfr this amending Bill should be accept- 
able to tbe Doust'. In fai't, all classes of debtors in Beniral deserve to be 
treated on tbe same basis. .'Mthouirb Mr. Nur Ahmed lias described the 
Bill witli jrreat modesty as a verv simple measure. T think it is a very simple 
measurt' onlv in the sense that that it is small in size hut it is of tremendous 
importaiu'e and the motion for Select Committee should he accepted by all 
sectifins of tbe TTousf'. With these few words, T support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir. 
f was waitinff for honourable members opposite to tell us whether 
they have any objection to the motion. If they have no objection, of course 
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the Bill may then go to the Select Committee and be thr^hed out there. 1 
for my own part have no objection to accepting the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ijues>iiun betorc the House is that the Usurious 
LoaUvS (Bengal Auieinlineiii > Bill, be reterred to a Select Committee 

consinliag of — 

(1 j The Ilon’ble Nawab Musharrurf Hossain, Khan Bahadur^ Minister 
in charge (d the .judicial and Legislative Departments, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Niinrno, 

(3 ) !Mr. Biieiidia Ki>hoie Ho\ ( houdhury, 

(4) Mr Bankiin C'handr.i Datta. 

Mr Haridas Mazuiudar, 

(b) Mr. lluiuayuii Kabir, 

(7 1 Khan Hahaiiur Al>dui Haiiinl (Tnnvdhury, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul ^loiuiii, c.i.E.. 

(b) Khan Salub Fandiuhlin Ahmad, 

(lU) Mr. Vakub 11. S Sat tar, and 
(11) the mover, 

with ni>tMn tn>ns to .suluuit their rejnut b> the 3()th No\eniber, 1944, and 
that the nuijjher id laeinla'is w ho'^e pie.seiua* shall be lUM'e.ssary to con.'ilitiito 
a tjjinnnm sliall be lour. 

(The motion \sa.s agieed to.) 


The Bengal Commercial Firms Bill, 1944. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I b(*g leave to introduce the Bengal 
(’omineirial Kiiiiis Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 4 he (jiu'.stion liefore the Hoiisi* in; that linive be 
granti'd to Mi. K. ( lio\ ( howdhurv to introduce life Bengiil Commercial 
Finns Bill, l!tl4. 

(I’he motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY (Mr. S. K. D. Gupta): T he Beng.il ComnieKdal hhniiK 
Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


The Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 1 )eg leave to introduce tht‘ Indian Fisheries 
(Bengal Ameiidmcut; Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is: tiiat leave be 
granted to .Mr. Nur Alinied to introduce the Indian Fisherie.s (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY (Mr. 8. K. D. Gupta): The Indian Fisheries (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I have your pennis- 
sion to mention a matter with regard to clau.se o of the Benge 1 yVgrir u/) urai 
Income-tax Bill?" I have sent in notice of a short-nnflre mrunrlnunit 
(Mr. MESBAHUDDiy AiliiED : It does not arise). Yes, it arise.** on areoinit 
of the position taken by the Hon’ble Minister. My friend imt know. 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS But today in a uou-otiiciai day. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: T am simply mentioning it 
»o that perminHioii may be given to circulate it lor consideration of the 
merits and the matter may be coiiNidered later. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ail right, it wil! be done. 

The House stands adjourned till d p.m. on Monday next. 

Adjourninent. 

The Council then adjourned till d p.m. on Monday, the 17th July, 1944. 

MEMBERS ABSENT. 

The following members were* ab.sent from the meeting held <jn the 1 4th 

July, 1944:— 

(1) Mr. Sultan uddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Altaf AH. 

(3) Khan S:ihib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Mr. Kadei Haksh. 

(o) Mr. Hamidul Hmj ( ’howdhury. 

(G) Mr. IIumaNuii Heza ( howdhury. 

(7) Mr. Khoislied Alum (’howdhury. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(9) Mr. Abdul Catiff. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(12) Mr. R. S. I’urssell. 

(lit) Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

(14) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(15) Mr. S. N. Sanya 1. 

(10) Khan Bahadiu M. Shamsuzzoba. 

(17) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 


BOP-44M44aA*7SO 



BENGAL LEaSLAlWE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Ssssion, 1044 — No. 00. 


The ('orNrii, nu‘t in th** li«'^islative (’'hainlu^r t>f tlie Building, 

Calcutta, on Monday, tiu* ITth duly, 1944, at Jl heiiif; tlic nixticth day 

of the First Session td 1944, pursuant to s«‘ction of tlic Govornnumt 

of India Act, IJldo. 

Mr. Preaidcnt (tlie Htui’lde Sir Buoy Bkasad SiNiiii H(»y. k.c.i.k.) wan 
in tljc Cliair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Agricultural income-tax, 

207. Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the lion bio 

Minist<‘r in charge ot tbc l'inanc<‘ Denartinent ln‘ j>loasod to state wbotlior 
lhci<* are an\ comimnio or tirins wtiicdi arc <lorivinjL: a^rriVultural income as 
contcn»]tlati*d in tin* llcnj^al i« ult ural Iin-oinc-ta\ Hill, 1944, from land 
within H«‘n^'’al but which arc operatin^f from — 

(/) an\ ot the 19 llritish linlian Provinces other than Bengal, 
indi vid iiaily in collect iv^‘l^ ; 

(//) an.N ot the d0(l and (»dd Indian Stales, indi viduall \ or collectively; 

(///) the 1 nifi'd Kingdom; and 

(n) iin\ ot Hi-' Ma|cst\’s Dominions such as Canaiia, Australia, South 
Atiica. New /calami and Hire, individually or collect ivcly 

On Will the lliu.'hlc M inisfei he ph'U'scd to state, separately for each 
area a^ above, so tai as praelicalde. or collect ively, tlie number of such com- 
paniis or lnni«^. th»* .nmoiut^ ot then capital, tin* estimated amounts of ibeir 
annual a)»n< uliuial im oiue and the 4*Htimated amounts of their agric'uliural 
ineonie-ta\ lev itihU* umler the Heiigal Agricultural ln(‘ome>1ax Bill, 1944, if 
cnai t(‘(l y 

) Are there aii\ coin pan ic'^ or liims whicii ait* operated t riim any placa* 
in Bengal hut which derive afi\ ineonu*, in tin* different areas reb^rred to in 
part {a) and art' liaide to pay in thow ureas any tax eorrespoiiding to the 
JilopoMul tax leviahle under the said Bill''* 

(r/) It the answer to juirt (/) is wh<dl\ (»r in jiart in tlie affirmative, will 
lie 1 k’ jdiuised to their number, the amounts of their share eajiital, tJbe 

estimated amounts <d their irnoiiie whicfi would c*orn*Hpoiid to the income 
which would he taxahlj,- under the .sani Bill, it sucli income had accrued or 
had been derived in Bengal!*' 

((') Will the Hon hle Minister 1 h* jileaseil to state, as far as practicable, 
the rates of taxes prevalent in the Provinces, States, ttln* United Kingdom 
and the Dominions, corresponding to the tax leviahle in Bengal under the 
said Bill!' 

(/) Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleaseil to state the estimated amount 
of tire proposed annual recijiiocal relief, which would he claimable under 
clau.se 49 of the Bill — . 

(i) against tlie Province (d' Bengal by companies and firms op<*rating 
from tbe Provinces, States, the Unibnl Kingdom and the 
Dominions referre<l to in part {a)\ and 

(//) against tbe sairl areas outside Bengal umler the tax laws, rf rmy, 
in force in those areas by companies and firnin from 

witfiin Bengal P 
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(ff) Is the Bill intended to secure parity beia^een (t) and (iV) in part (/) 
and is it expected that parity or qiiantitative reciprocity would be achieved 
l>etween the relief j^ranted by the Province of Bengal and the relief secured 
l»y corn panics and tirrus operating from Bengal and working outside the 
Province? 

MINISTER in chargd of th* FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Mr, Tulsi Chandra CoewMii)s (o)(0, (^0. 0*’)* (^0 (<’) Not known. 

(a) (til) Yes, 

(r/) Does not aris<^. 

(c) A stafcincnt showing the rates (»f taxation in Assam (current year), 
Bihar (current year) and the I'nited Kingilom (1941-42) is placed in the 
Bibrury . 

There is no agricultural income-tax in anv otlicr Britisih Indian Provimes. 
'the rates of taxation in other i)la<ie8 mentioned in the question are not 
known. 

(/) No amount of reciprocal relief is claimable uiqler clause 49 of the 
Bill w’hich does not make any positive provi.sion in this respect, but simply 
outhoriHes the Provincial (iovernment to make such provision as they may 
consider Jieca^ssary as and when required. 

(ff) No. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Arisi ng out of (/(, has any 
estimate of tlu* recijirocal relief been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: No estimate of 
reciprocal relief has been made, In'cause wo do not exjiect tlial in the near 
future there would arise any (pieMtion of such relief so far as the Bengal 
TreaHurv i.s ('oncerned. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Arising mi t of (<■). rat(‘s of 
taxes in the United Kingdom tor the y(‘ar 1941-42 hav(‘ been given but is 
not any later figun' available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I ^^oul<l have liked 
to give the latest figure, but unfortunately that is not available. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Ibissibly th(‘ later figures are 
much higher than these figure.^ for 1941-42? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I expect so 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hoirble Minister 
kindly en(|uire into the matter, be<-ause this figure is a matter of imporlarn'C? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Yes. sir, I shall be 

V(‘ry glad to eiuiuire as, if the rates are much iiigher. then the reeipr«)r‘al 
relief will recede farther. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: W’^itb regard to the rates of tax in the 
United Kingiloni, are the figures supplied with reference to the general 
income-tax or an\ .sjieeial ty]H* of tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: General income-tax 
under the British Finance Act. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Is there any special agricul- 
tural income-tax in the United Kingdom? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: As far as 1 am 

aware, tlu're is none. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Is there any tax called Schedule A whicK 
veiates to tax on agriculture and rents generally? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA OOSWAMIt Schedule A to 

■what ? 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIOLAW: Tli<> 1 «c(imo-tax law is ilivultnl into several 
schedules, namely. A, IJ, 1). K and F: and Schedule A relate* to incotua 
from rents. 

The Hon*bte Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yes, Sir, that ia 

correct. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: K there any special itxxY 
Schedule A may relate to aj^ricult urul income <»r some otht‘i kind of income; 
but the question is whether there is an\ special income-tax known as 
aprricultural inco!ne-1:i\ in the Vnited Kingdom ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I don t think .so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the llon hle Minister be pleased to 
.state if there is an\ difference in the rales of taxation with rej^urd to iiu^ome 
tlerivi’d from agriculture or otherwise si» far as the Vnited Kingdom in 
concerned Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: As far as I know, 

no Sii. 

Cost of supplying foodstuffs to Government employees at reduced rate. 

209. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAN ABISH : Will the Hon'ble 

Miuisl<*r in < li.irge of the I'inaiu'e Department be pleased to stat(‘“" 

(</ I Mhat IS (lie amount td m tual oi t'stimat(*d averag4‘ loss jum' mouth 
imurred b\ (he ( io\ eriiineiH in sujqdying foodstuffs to their 
eniplo\4*<'> at .i leilmeil rate, im Inding all ineidtuitnl ehnrges in 
connect ion tlMMe\\ ith ; .itnl 

{/n if the (iuNcinmcnt pro{>os<‘ In coinsidei the ad v isahilit> of avoiding 
sin li hi.s*. lt\ (iiscoiii iiiuin^ tin* firexoil s\Htein and hel]dng suc.n 
<*mj)lo><M*s hy — 

{/) tixinj; llu* iiiaxiimim prices of essential foodstuffs fit reasoimhle 
fi; 4 Uti's \\ithin the nuuiris id’ sm h emjdoyees, and 

(//) planting (b*arness allowances in etish to all such employecK, who 
jii(‘ gidting ratnnis from the (loverument 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: (a) In the budget 

estimates I h:ive taken tlie loss during 194*1-44 on the sale of foodstuffs to 
Government servants at concession rates as rupees one crore seventy-five 

lakhs. 

The a\eiag(’ loss ]»er month including jil) incidental charges may bo 
taken as Ks. lo lakh.s 

ih) No. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERiTEE: Will the HoiVblo 

Minister be filensed to .stale whether ration at controlle<l rates are supplied 
to the Vivie (Guards ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I don't think that question arises. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister lu* pleased to state whetlier Vivie Guards are reganled as Govern- 
ment employees ‘r 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: No, Sir 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH ; Will the Hon Me 

Minister be pleased to state whether pecuniary liejj» in the shape of 
dearness allowance will be more economical from the f>oini of Ooverniuent 
than supplying fcKidstuffs? 
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Th« Hm'M* Mr. TULtI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, w« have aa far 
aa possible avoided pay inf; jiecuniary deurne.s.s allowance with a view to 
avoiding; the effects ot inflation. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Does not the Hon’ble 

Minister tliink tliat tliere is a considerable aniouiit of loss and wastajje due 
to this systein of .stijiplyiiiK ration:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: No. Sir 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it not a fact that 
the f/'ivic (i uarclrt in (.’alcutla are Nulariufl 1111*11^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUl.81 CHANDRA C08WAMI: I <1on t think that 
question uri.M’s. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will tl,t’ Ht.irhle Minister W ph’aKpd to 
atate if the of one crore h.event \ -five lakhs which is the estimated loss 

on account of sale of fooflslufl's to f j<iv<*ruineiit servants during 194'l-44 
inclnd<‘s the loss incurred fin account tif supplxin^^ food.stutfs If) Civic (iuardsK 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; I don t think so 
1 require notice for a more spof ific answer. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: K it noi t tac t that 
some of the Civic (luaifls are paid its. .‘10 per month p«‘r head ami kept in 
harracks like* jiolice const aides 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI: 1 don t think my 

esiimatf’ relates to an\ loss due to suppl\ of toocKtutVs to (Mvic (tuardH, as 
far as I remetuher. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will tiie Ilon'lde Ministci ]dease state what 
are IIk' i-ensons for holdiii^^- that llic ‘rianl of an,\ pcf iiniai N ‘fh'aiiif'Ss allow- 
ance to ( l()V(*rnm(*nt servants will lead tf» intl.it ion. wlu’reas purchases hy 
<lov*‘i'Mm(*nl themselves will not lead to an\ such inHat ionar\ effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Ih uisc smh 

purchases ai(‘ made according to fi’rl.nn li\eii ruh’-s ami tlie\ aif’ .il^o jiart 
of th(‘ ;»-eiieial ]Mocuu'incnl scImmiic ot ( io\ <*i nnienl . I tlifM’efiwe think tliat 
the iiiHat ionar\ cfleci is vm mm h h'ss if w i' ;rive df'arness allowance in 
kind ?‘allMM than in cash. 

Rat Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will ih. lion hie 

Minisler stale whether th<* menial staff, 1 mean orderlies, clia jiiassi.s, j>eon^ 
ofc’., attaclK'd lo the Ihm^al Se(‘]N‘1ariii1 and to the Ta*^islative (huincil and 
Assemhly I)(‘partmeiits aie ‘jetting- an> rations at controlled rates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Are they paid any 

«ien rness allowauci* ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Dearnes.s allowance 
IS paid to different catejrories of (Jovernment servants; but without notice 
ami fiff hand I am afraid t cannot jrive a pitn ise answer. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Will the HoiChle 
Minister please state what is the lost of the establishment charges and the 
cost of supplying foodstuft's separately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: A.s 1 have stated, 
faking all expenses into account our loss comes to rupees 15 lakhs a month. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MOHOLANABISH: 1 wanted the account* 
.separately. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TDLSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1 am afraid, 1 em 

not in u position to oblige my honourable friend. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon*hle Minister ttate 

if the budget provides for tlie ration of the Home (fiinrds? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do iioi think tliat ijiiestion arises. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next question on today’s list is to he answered 
by the Hon’ble the Home Minister, He is absent; therefore, all hia 
qiiestious should stand over totlay. 


Cost of atrial visits of Ministers. . 


' 211. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle Ministei in 

oharpe of the Einanre Dcp.t! l iitent he phrased to state 

((/ ) if it is a fat t that the lloirhle Mmwter in eliarj^-e f>f l*ul)li(‘ Health 
and laxal Seli-t ioverniio’nl Department visiteil Idut tajfoiijif 
air in the last ot t)etoln‘i\ IDdd. tor a few hours; 

{!>) if tile said vi^it h\ ihe lioiThlt* Minister ^^as in his official t apaeity ; 

if >o, u lial was tlo' ohjeet and tlie total cost of the \ l^l1 , inclml- 
inj^ his travidlin;^ allowania*; and 

(rt tin* total (‘xjicioi i i u r<* incuin‘d on aci ounl of difVerenl aerial visits 
1*\ the llon'hle Ministers of the (’ahimd to different parts of India 
* on official husmes-, with their naiii«*s ami the oliji%t for whieli 

these \isi|s v\cie uiidei taken tlunrij^ tin* jau iod fioiii Apiil, UMd, 
to -1 a n uai \ , 1 fM4 ^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA COSWAMI: loi Yes 

(A) 'I’he Iloiride Miiiist(*r M.sited ( 'lilt ta^foii^ in iiis oflieial capaeil>. 
The ohjei t ot llte \isit wa-* to see toi liiniMdl what a ira linemen 1 s had been 
made, atid how ma!i\ •'iiietjL'em v liospHals hat! been opeiicil for fXiNinjr 
iiK’dif al lelief lo sk k .h'«,t it utes 'I’lie Hon’lde Minister also \isiletl ihe 
hoinhi'd ar*‘a.s. 


The cost to Ihoviiieial leviuiue on account «d the transit by air was 
uothin^»^ The tra\ellin^^ allowance drawn h\ Ihe llon’hle Minister on 
arrount of roa«l mileaet* wi^s Us. 2tl 


(c ) A stateiueni is 

i at1aclM‘d. 



Stilt rifiCJi t 

nferrtii ta t/i 

rvplif to (jar St ion .Vo. 211. 

Name of MiniHter, 

DoHttnatioii. 

DiiV^*. 

CuMt of traiiHit by 

Hon’blo Sir Xaztmudcltn 

Delhi 

255-43 

Nil, by courtesy of U. 

Ditto 

Foni (from 

5-8-43 

Ditto. 


('hittagoiiif). 



Ditto 

Karmdii 

25 12-43 

Hh.712 S. 

Ditto 

.4ii;artala 

28-1-44 .. 

Nil. by et>urti<*>4y of H. 

Hon’ble Mr. H. S Suiiru- 

Delhi 

4 9-43 

Ditto. 

wardy. 




Ditto 

Delhi 

12 10 43 

Ditto. 

DitU) 


l« 12-43 . . 

Ditt/i. 

Ditto 

Feni 

I4-I-44 .. 

I>itto. 

Hon ’bio Kliaii Bahadur C'hittagong 

29-10-43 . 

Ditto. 

Mautvi Jalaluddiri Ahmad. 




Ditto 

ViKhnupur 

13-11-43 . . 

Ditt/O. 


— All the above jounieyH wore in eonnoction with the fiutieH of the ottiee hohl by the 
Hon’blc Miriinters. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with refei'<*nce to tlo* answer iu 
(h) to ihe effeeUlhat the eost to the Umviucial rev<mue was nothing, will 
the Hon’ble Mini.ster please refer to his statement given below* brom this 
it would appear that a sum of Rs. 712*8 — 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Das. your yue.tu.n ij. ''‘“7; d,7!, 
to follow your question but eould not. M ill you please try to p 
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Mr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (b)^ where it is said that 
the cost to tlic Provincial revenue on account of the transit air was 
nothing, I would like to draw the attention of the Finance Minister to the 
statement given below that, namely, that the Hon^ble Sir Naaimuddin’s 
tour to Karachi cost Its. 712-8 

Thn Hofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: My answer refers 
to the question itself, namely, cost of aerial visits of the Hon’ble Ministers. 
Rs. 712-H probably includes railway fares and allowances. As regards 
aerial tours, the fifist to the Provincial revenues is nil. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (c), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaHi*il to state wb(‘ther the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin visited 
Karachi in his official cu]>y« iiy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI; Yes 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What was the official business y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: In connection with 
the ProvijH'ial Ministcis’ ('onfcrence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (iu«‘stions over, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you take up tlie adjournnu'nt 
motions, J would draw \our attention to one matter of inconvenience from 
which all mcmlMTs of this H(»use are suffering. find that in the baib- 

rooins attacb(*(l to this jduce lhei«‘ is no proper arrangement, and towels 
and HoajKs very often are not there wlien we i-onn'. Tii(‘\ are ])lai<*d at the 
option of the auihorilN in charge, whoever that great authority may be I 
do not know, and th<*y are soint'times tak(*n a\\a\ within a minute or tw’O 
after the Council meeting is over. Tliis is very inconvenient and rnuy I 
request you to kindly take .steps in the matter H 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ye.s, I will look into the matter. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 would add to 
what has already been stated by Mr. Uumayun Kabir that it is an encroach- 
ment of the jH’ivilege of the memhers that soaps and towels and other 
things which are in the bathrooms are taken away 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already told you tliat I shall look into the 
matter. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB ChXnDRA BANERJEE: Tow'els and soaps 
are kept there all right when tl»e As.sembly is in session but when the 
Council is in session we do not find them. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 8ir, there is an adjournment motion 
etanding in my nauit'. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to your adjournment motion, 
Mr. Mazumdur, I liuve carefully considered the matter. 1 find that multi- 
plicity of issues involved in one nndion. The motion also requires reference 
to the proceedings of the other House. So on these grounds, 1 cannot 
give my consent to it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, with regard to mv adjournment motion 
of whi(‘lv J have given notice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: With regard to your motion, Mr. Humayun Kabir, 
you propose to discuss the “failure of the (lovernment in taking necessary 
action lor the passage of the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Lan^ 
(Temporary I'rovisions) Bill, 1044, by the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 
time after it had been passed by the Bengal Legislative Council in order 
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tit *. Now. this Ordinauce 1 believe expired within »ix weeks from the 

lirst meeting of the I^egislature. The I^egislature met oil the 7th February. 
1944. So by the 21st March. 1944, the tlrdinance expired. But you did 
not come up with your adjournment molitin 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you give your ruling. nia> I 
submit one things 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not giving ni> ruling iiom . I am <»nl> 
stating my views. I think \ou are very late. The subject-matter of an 
adjournment motion must be of reient occurrence. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What nou point out is right, but this Bill 
was pas.^ed in this lIou.se on the 2drd March ami thcreaiter the As.sembly 
was in session It i'«juhl not be an Act till it had been passed b\ both House 
4 ind assented lo l)\ tlie (iovcrnor. We were under tlic impression that 
( iovern iiH'n i would jirot «‘ed with tlie Hill. So long as the Assembly was in 
Sessi{»n, tliere would iliii.s In* m> occasion lor an adjournmcmt motion. 

After th(‘ .session (d the Asscunhly tame to an end, we were not sure 
what would be* lhi‘ attitude of (t(»verniiH‘nt . 4'lit‘N might bold that ^ there 
A^as no furtlier mcc'ssitx tor stn li legislation or Ordinance. But on Friday 
last, an ofiit ial notific ation was i.s.sued by the liovernment. It stated that 
in vic^w of the fact that this Bill had not been juisscd. it has b<‘en found 
necessar.s to issue an Ordinance* in order tc»' kec‘]i alive* the provisions of the 
Bill. In other words, Oov<‘ritiiient definitt'h .statt‘d that there was necossity 
toi ket'ping alive tin* piovisioijs of tliis Bill and that it was a nc*ces.sary 
lliing and l}ie\ .still had not moved it in tlie Assi'inbly. 4'h<‘\ also admitted 
that it was a (<uitinuing nect*.ssit\. While* issuing the* notification, they 
jileuded tin* urg»*m \ and importjimc of the* Ordinance*. 'J'he fact, therelore, 
IS tiiat !he\ liaM* not taken steps to pass tins Bill. 'rhe*\ have* m>t doin' ho 
in .sjutc of i))e* tael that the* Bill was and i.s necessary. And tlH*.He? facts 
<*amt* to oui knowledge onli afi<‘r the not ificat ion was puhliHht'd in the 
ncwspapeis It actuallv came to our notice* at about 1 ii.m. on tlml day. 
J took the c'ailie'st (ip]M»rl unit \ lor giving notice of iny acljourninent motion 
legarcling tlu.s. 

'I’hcre is om* moic point, Sir. It is u matte'r of urgent and public 
importance, as has been pednted out by the Hon'ble Minister in his 
fltatement 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the urgency? Tlie urgency if at all wuis 
when the Ordinance liad expired or at least when the other House was 
prorogued. Yon took no action either when the Ordinance exjiired or 
when the other Hon.se was prorogued and waited till Oovernnient issu(*d a 
coiiHuunique. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: We could not move any adjournment motion 
when the Ordinance expired, because at that time the tw'o Houses of the 
Legislature were in .session and it w'a.s wdtbin the* comjieterH'e of Govern- 
ment to carry this Bill through if that yas tlieir intention 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the ])oint. You cannot deny that there 
is a hiatus. The Ordinance came to an end hv the 21 st of March and the 
other House was prorogued I think c»ti the 2drcl June and today is the 17th 
of July, So, I cannot agree with you 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you give ruling on this point, 
may 1 submit to you that only the otlier dayman adjournment motion regard- 
ing tlie destitutes came up and Government got up and said that they did 
not want to proceed with the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, there is no analogy to the present case. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Kven now Government admit that thU i» a 
matter of urgent public importance. 
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PUMIOCIIT* I have give;) my ruling. 

. LALIT CHANDRA OASs Sir, I have an adjournment motion 

fitanding in my name. 

Mf. PRESIDENT* About tbi«, i would likt* to hear Government. 

c Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, thirt matter eomrernH the <‘hief Minister, V)iit unfortunately he is not 
present. 1 nave not got tin* neeeMsa^^ papers witli me and so I am not in a 
piiHjtion to make any stateiuent. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS In that ease, 1 shall allow the hont^uraVde inemher 
to bring up this matter when llie Hon’hle the Ghief Mh^nister returns. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Should we wan for the 

<>hief Minister I' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: li is not a ne\\ thing. llow4*ver, Mr. Das, will 
you wait till tin* (’liief Minister coinesy 1 shall waive tht‘ question of 
urgem > . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right. Sir 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAN ABISH : Sir. I beg to move in> 
adjoiirnnient iMoti<m which runs thus 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You neeil not read ii out. Will \ ou kindl.v .stale 
what are your jjoinis in sujijxul of the motion 1'lie motion is befori* me 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAN ABISH : The motion stands on 
certain tacl.s. It has ver.\ reeioitly come to our notiie that the ( io\ ci iiinent 
in its Agricultun* l)«*parimcnt undei the signaluic ot the SecHOaix to tlic 
l)<‘partnH*nt has is>uc<l a cinoilar to all the District OfhciMs in the Province 
to th(‘ eftVet tliat “tio^ (iovernrm'iit ttuds lonliarassod ])\ tlu' iiublieation of 
the price of ri«a* in th<‘ Su pph mcnt t(f the Culciittd (lazt'fii and Distri(‘t 
()flie<‘rs are informed tliat where the jnices ait* higher than tlie (‘ontrolled 
price, instead oi ai'tual price h(‘ing given. District Officers should show the 
(•ontrolled price, but add that rice cannot be had at the controlled ]>nce”. 
Though the circular is tlated (he Pfth of .lune, it must have reached the 
District Officers a week or two later and it has come to the notiee of tht‘ 
puldic (jiiite recently, I .sa.\ , towaids tlie ciitf of the last week. 1 don’t think 
it will be contradicted that tbis circular has been issinal. Now, we know 
that the price of pad(l.\ and rice is fwing }oibli^}i«*d in the ('dJeutta (inzvttr 
for (lie last dO or *10 years, i.e., since the introduction ot the Hcngal T«*nanc\ 
Aci. Now. it is iH'i-cssary not 4»nl\ for the onlinarx administi-at ion ann for 
urilinary tiadc or comimu'ce jmrpose, but it is also necessary for a vcr\ 
important purpose that is mentioned in the Htuigal Tenanc\ Act. It is a 
fegal obligation on the jiart ot the (lovernment to jiiiblish correct prices in 
the difl'erent districts, dilltucnt subdivisions, towns and villages. A\’e are 
expected to know the correct jirii-es 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think that will do. Ma\ I know the Governnmiit 
point of view, now ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, this circular was issued when it was found out tdiat some of the prices 
current were higher than the controlled price wdiich was the only legal 
price. The (loverninent felt that the prices which were not legal wvre the 
black nmrk<‘t prices. Now the ditticulty was wliether these prices could 1 k‘ 
published. If they w'ere published. Government would be recognising the 
hla<'.k market prices. It was also felt that although Gi»vernmeiit was bound 
to publish current prices according to the Bengal Tenancy Act. they could 
Bot publish the prices which were current, because they were illegal prioea. 
'Tiierefore, in order to avoid these difficulties Government thought tnat a 
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note should be added to the eflfert that rice cannot b© had at the controlled 
price. If black market prices were mentioned. Government would be recog* 
nissng those prices although they have fixed certain maximum prices. 
In order to steer clear of all these ditficultie.s. Government issued iustruc* 
turns that a note should be made toying that rice cauuot Ik* had iu the 
open market at the controlled price. That was the ideo. The idea waa 
not to place Government in a false position in whicli (ioveriiment would 
certainly be put bad they published prices which wert* higher than the 
(controlled price and which were not legal, and in that view of the case the 
Giiyernnient issued ih«* circular. Hut we arc s«‘rioiisly «'on.>idcring tlu* 
mutter, and we lake the opinion of the li«*gal Hcnicinbranccr aiul uls(i»^ 

of the Advocatc-( icncral prolmbK. Then, it n<s(*ssar\ , will withdraw 
the circular. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Can llu* la*adcr of the II oum‘ sa> that Government 
arc reall> ^'■oing to withdraw tie* ciriuilar!’^ 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

W’c arc taking legal ojiinion and I am prepared to sa\ that it we ar<' ’so 
advised, we will (‘ertaiiil\ do so. The adviet* will ht* tuk(Mi with ndtuence to 
the (|uestion as to whether we can ptihlish in the (’afruttn (ui:vttv a rate 
tor rice whiuJi is not tfie real lale. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: \i ( lovernment have aj»> intention to with- 
draw tile circular, then we nt‘ed not ]>ress for this adjoiirnnuMit motion, 
ItioYnh'd oi (oiiise tli.it tin* (lovernment are >»(*rioiis in this matter 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR : And imni(’diat(‘l.\ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 ma\ .sa\ that I am inclin(‘d to givi* m\ constoit, 
to tlo' moving ot ilic motion. Are tlo* (Jovernnient reallv g'oing to with- 
draw the circnlai or not Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, I havt‘ already ma<lc my position clear. 'I'liere an* rlitlicnlties in the 
mutter and I hav<‘ .statinl those ditli(‘ulti(*s. Hut we are prepared to take 
legal opinion and it we are advised to withdraw the circular, then we are 
pr(‘pured to do so. AVe d(» not like to .sujipress the actual facts; tiiey will 
always be imblished. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In that case, the matter may stand over 
today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that Mr. Moholamibi.sh will not irress the 
motiou today. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAN ABISH : Yes, Sir, I d<» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, let me now read the adjournment 
motion. I'he motion runs thus: That this Council do adjourn its bu.sinesH 
to disiuis.s a ilefinitc matt(*r of urgent ]mblie iinportarne, namely, the attempt 
that is Ix'iiig made by Governiiuuit to deliberately sujiiiress tlie publi('ation 
of correct information in tin* ('afrutta (iazvtte of the current and prevailinjfjl 
market prices of rice in tlu* various place.s of the different districts in Hengul 
and U) seiuire untrue and incorrect reports regarding the same by is.Huing a 
circular on or about the Cith June, HM4, to all Districts Officers under the 
signature of the Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal in the Agricultural 
Department to the following effect : — 

“The Government feels embarras.sed hv the publication of the price id 
rice in the Suf/plenienf U) the ('alvutf/i (inzette and District 
Officers are informed that where the prir'e.s are higher than the 
cnntndled prices, instead of actual price being given. District 
Officers should 4iow' the controlled price, but add that ‘rice can- 
not be had at the con trolled price/ . 

which is causing or likely to cause alarm and panic in the country ana 
^ demoralise the District Officers^. 
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Now, i« there any objection to it? 

(Ther»* was no objection.) 

J take it, therefore, that this motion is admitted. I will now fix a 
•date — 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, .sf> far as the <late is con- 
cerned, may 1 make a suhniissioii It is more or less a tef’hnieal matter ir 
which the le^al position has to he reviewed, beravise the entire publication 
of tihis price-list is by virtm* of a provision in tlie Ilenp'al Tenancy Amend- 
ment Act re(jnirin^ tlie j»ublicat i<»n ot the prices of foodstuffs in the province 
in the (jaz(‘tte 

Mr. PRESIDENT; When can the (jovernment exi>ect that le«*a] 
<>])inion ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: There is no question of polic\ underlying 
11^8 matter, and tlierefore the le^al opinion can be obtained in 24 hours 
time. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 submit, Sn, that the question 
of poli«\\ is ifidced involved in this matt<*r. I’he (juestion now in disj)iite ia 
as to mIicIImt a pric<‘ tliat is ille/^'al can }>!• publish<*«l in tiu* Calcutta (iazetti' 
for the jmrposc <») the Ih-n^'-ul Tenancy Amendment Act wliicJh requires the 
pnet'H to In- made known and wln-tlier tin* juices offered are leg'al |)rit‘eri or 
not. In this view I sulunit that discussion ot this matter may be adjourned 
to a <late wliich will ^nve the (jovernment suffieient time to get legal opinion 

Mr. PRESIDENT; but \\hen do tlie (lovcrnment think that they 

can <‘.\pecl this b*gal ojiinion.'' 

The HcMi’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

lly' Friday week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Well, Friday will be too late. It has never been 
ihe juactiee to i)ut off adjournment motiouK indefinitely. Today is Monday; 
j suggest that (jov<‘rnment try to get legal oi>inion by next Thursday so 
that it may be takiui iip on Friday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is a non-official day and we 
object to take uji any other business on a non-otficial day. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it is a more urgent 
bu'sine.ss than non-otlicial busini'ss and there are precedents that when there 
are more urgent business, it is taken uj> on a non-otlicial day. I suggeM, 
therefore, tliat it may be taken up on Friday. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, you have admittesl the adjournment 
motion and the difficulty is about the date. It is for you to decide the date 
of the disi'ussion of the adjournment motion. All tliese discussions are 
iherefore out of order, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The date should be so fixed that (jovernment may 
get legal opinion and I tried to obtain an idea from the Leader of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it may be taken tomorrow. The 
opinit)u can be bad in 24 hours 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are heaps of precedents when adjournment 
motions were taken up after an interx^al of two or three days. So it does 
not matter if discussion takes place tomornrw or on Thursday or on Friday. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Thursday is a holiday. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: There are precedents when 
4idjourninenl motions were taken up long after they were admitted. 
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♦ Mr, PRESIDENT: What is your obiectionP Why cauH you take the 
legal opinion within 48 hours 1 should like to hear Government on this 
point. 

The Hoffi*bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUOOIN HOSAINs 

Sir, Fridaj’ will suit us: Thursday is a holiday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We ohjert to Friday, hetause it is a 
non-ofticial day. The motion has been admitted — it is a matter of urgent 
fmblic importanre ami if tlie Government want to gi't legal opinion they 
<’an obtain it within a da> , 

Tha Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Then, Sir, it jua> be taken u]) on Salurtlay. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The 11 ouse does not .sit on Saturday. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It may nH*et on Satin da> spe.t iully for tliis i|uestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Can’t >ou get the legal opinion l>\ W<vlnesdayl^ 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

it w(»iihl h(‘ too earl\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It tin > (an’t get th<* ojiinion b\ Wednesday, there 
no other alternativa* hut to postjxnie it till Mf»nda\ next. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir. lu fore you deelare 

the (late, 1 suhnnt tliat it would he (“xtnumdy ditti( ull foi tw to have tho 
(Cscussjon on Momlas 

Mr. PRESIDENT : i do not think it is sueh a matter that it eannot lie 
postfw)ne«l ti 11 Momia.i 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Hut it would he very 

incnn\(*ni<‘nt for us on this side of the ilou.s4* if it is jiostponed till m'^xt 
week. It i.s (juilt* jiossihle to get the o])iniou h\ Wcnlnesday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You eannot have it both ways. I tix it for 
discussion on Monday next. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR • li we meet on Thursday, then it may 
taken up on Thursday ; otherwi.se on Monday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have fixed Monday already. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, we find from 
the Grd(’r J^aper that theri* will h<* meeting on the 20tli July, I'liursday, hut 
there wull he solar eclipse on that <Iay so it will he very difficnilt for the 
Hindu inemliers of this Hou.se to attend the ('ouncil. Thendore may I 
request that 'riiursday he declared a holiday J’he High (’ourt will noi sit 
on that day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That (|uestion may he considen’d tomorrow. 
We shall now' take up the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

The Bengal Agricultural income-tax Bill, 1S44. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD • Sir, I heg’ to move; That in 
clause 2 of the Bill, 8ul>-elause (H) be omitted. 

This suh-clause has created eoii3idern|)le amount of anxiety on t)«e part 
of some honourable members. The sub-elau.He defines “Hindu undivided 
family’' to mean a ’‘Hindu undivided family governed hv M iink^hara law”. 
In Bengal the majority of permanent Hindu residents or original Hindu 
residents are not governed by Mitahihara law. f>n account of this definition, 
the provisions relating to Hindu undivided families would lx* inapplicabla 
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to the real Hindu residents of Bengfal for the purpose of thin Bill. Certain 
very good provisions have been made in the Schedule for Hindu undivided 
families, but they are inapplicable to Hindu undivided families governed 
by iJayabhaua system. These considerations are also applicable to Muhajo- 
madaii faioilies who, as a matter ot fa<‘t, live in joint mess. There are 
certain advantages of joint families, but all the advantages reserved to the 
Hindu undivided family are, by force of this definition, taken away. It 
seems that if this definition is omitted, the effect would be that the Bill 
would be applicable to all Hindu joint families, and I have tabled this 
amendment only to make the provisions appli<'ahle to all joint Hindu 
families. If tlii> aiuenilment is not uof-epted, the effect w’ould be that 
separate families w'(»uld lx* more advantageous and the result w'ould be that 
a largt' numh<*r of separations woubl take |da<*e in joint families both in 
Muhammadan and in Hindu families. So iljt* integrity of joint families 
in Bengal, which exist tiom goioTat ion-^, wtuild be <lisrupted and broken up 
by virtue of this definition. 'I’hns, this definition would cause the greatest 
miscliief to our socictx. I do not think ot llindiis onl\ but <d Muhammadan 
joint families also. According io the Hill, it would be more advantageous 
to jiartition the joint familv propcjtie.s. I submit that this ilcfinition slionld 
be omitted. By tlie omission of tfiis definition tlie jiositioii should be the 
saim- for all joint families. W'ith these few words, I <'ominen<l m^ 
amendment to the acc(‘]>tance of tlie House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ()rd<‘r, onler Aimmdmcnt moved that in claust‘ J 
of the Bill, sub-clausc (<V) he omitted. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLAN ABI8H : Sir, I beg to support 
this amcndmiuit on the ^^mplc < 4 ronnd lliat this idea of taxing the Hindu 
undivided family is most ohjcct ionalilc. nofsl ine«niilahle, hard ami un just, 
in this country, amongsl (he Hindus there an‘ really two main systems of 
law liN wliieli I lie Il^Mlu^ aie governed, viz., the M lUiLsIuird and t li<‘ Ihiya- 
hhdf^d. Under the Jneonie-tax Act of the (auitral (iovernment, (liis Hindu 
umlivided faniilx is taxed as a unit, and in liiul Act really no distini- 
tion is made hetv\een the Mifaksluird and the Dayahhaga families. In 
M lidhshdra , until there is jiartition In'tween sevc'ral Tm'mfx'rs of tlie family, 
you eannol know as to what is the exact share of a particular mi'mlnu* of the 
family, and tlou’clore then* may 1 m* sonu* justification for treating the famil> 
as a unit. Hut so tar as t'hi* Ditgahhagd family is eoneerned, >ou know 
definitely what share a ]>artienlar inemher of tin* family has. Though he 
may In* living logellM'r and eii joyiiig^-his slian* ot ])rofit togetlier under the* 
inanag-emeiit ot a kurta of the tamil,\, he has a right to know vvliat is being 
done with his money, and he can at once >a\ that he is entith'd to so much. 
But w liatevt*!- ma\ he the position with regard to the difference* in the 
Mitdkshdra and (he /hit/dhhdga families, (beix* is absedutely no justification 
why a Hindu family, whether M ttukuhara or ! )d gaghaga ^ should pay more 
tux than any oilier subject in the land. You will agree with me, Sir, that 
if we calculate the tax that is jiaid b\ a Hindu undivided family under the 
same rule, we will find that it is mm h more than what is paid by other 
'^members individually in this country. 1 am not going to refer to the rules 
obtaining in otlier countries where* a man is allowed deductions on account 
of hi.s wife, (‘hildren and other members; but here we have got no sindi 
deduct ion. Apart from tlmt, what is the justification for treating the 
family as a unity When you know that you are treating the three brothers 
of a family together, you divide the tax amongst them separately and you 
have your share of the tax. There is no precedent in the world, there is 
no justification for this, and therefore. Sir, I yvould submit that in the 
definition you should not bring in a Hindu undivided family as a unit for 
taxation. It cun Im» easily said and easily ((emonstrated that the State can- 
not iose by virtue of the fact that they are living together, and as they are 
not actually separating so they cannot tax them separately. 

You can alyvays find out their actual relationship. If it is a case of 
agricuhural income-tax and„if you find that it is a holding, then it must bo 
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fia estate refristeml with the OoUecterate atic) trom the ehefietn of the 

€oll€^U»rate you caw eanily find out what the share of the brother it. 

Similarly, if it is a holdiwfr rejfistered with the seiuiiular. you caw easily 
ascertain as to what is the share of his brother and tax him accordingly 
Now, this question of taxation and this sort of taxation will have the effect 
of disrupting the ifindu family, and brothers will be forced to draw up 
deeds of partition or to jro through all the ceremony ot partition in the civil 

courts with a view’ to avoiil this tux. You are thus ti>nin>f tlie Hindu 

undivided family t«> disinlejrrate. The iin».st ohjeetionahb* leaturt* of this 
sort of taxati<»n is the taking of the utolivided taniils as a unit. 1 should 
say that there should not ht‘ any taxation uiuler the soeial custom, ami the 
usii^e whicdi has been t»nin^ on from time iiiinienioriin . and under which 
the Hindus j^eiierallx pndei to live in c4>miuon mess \iitli thetr hntthers 
that should not Iw* toiiclu*d; you can s<*cur4‘ ihi?* tax witlnuit taxing nndividt^l 
luniilie.s. 1, ther<*f4>r**, support this aineiidiinuit and sul>nnt that undivided 
Hindu iainiiies should not he bronjjlit' within tin* taxation scheim*. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, it is the 

imh*tenuinahilit\ ot the individual^ share in an umlivnhMl family jfov«*rned 
hv the iinkshara law that makes it ne<*<*sHury for us to hav<* tdiis definition. 
Ill a Way it w'ork.s harshl\ on tlie M ttuksharn families I admit that ; but 
there w'as no <*scap(‘ from it. In the Hindu famili es ever\ shar«*-lnddi*r is 
to pa\ ]»is own share ot the ajxi icult ural inconn‘-lax . |•'ll■st of all. I «lo not 
stM‘ how this aiTaii^emcii I would t»*nd to di>iniej;iate the Hindu undivided 
tamilies. SjM'akinj^ not on hcdiall ot tiov«‘niment hut ^rivin^ my own 
jnTsonal opinion in tin- ma(t«‘r, I may sa\ that I shall m*ver williiijifly do 
anything to pre\enl the disruption ol lln* Hindu joint iannl>. ll is no 
lonnfer a ^ood tiling; it is an aninhronism and a myth. Hut, as | said, in 
this I am not sja ukiii;: on heiialt ot ( io\ eminent ; 1 am onl\ answiuin^ a 
H’lnaik ot .Mr Moholan.ilush . On tin* question hetoK* tlie Hous(> 1 may 
u }>cat tliat it is liecaii'O n{ the dittirultv ot determining: the shai(‘ of tlie 
iiuluidiial 111 M shn nt tannlii-s that we haNe had tliis didinition. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. nia\ 1 ask a question of 
tlio Hon hlc .MinisH'i in oidm to h.»\e a reilain point «‘liirid.it<Ml I' Tin* 
Hon'hle Miiiistm has jiist now stated that oidiiiarv meinhers ot the 

joint faniilv would t»o taX4*d as individuals, hut in tlie Sch»*diile, in 
pin .» ji .1 apli lAi there is piosisioii ioi jiulividuals iind in jiara^nqih (H) tlu'ro 
is ;i piovision .iii^ain foi an association of individuals. 1 want to know' the 
purpose (d tilt' two. 1 should like to know, first oi all, the ilorrhh^ 
M MisPo's siew-p(»int as to whether it is liis intention to tax Hindu fumilie« 
as .in ,i.s>oi la I ion of i ridi % idiials m pure]> ii- individual ]>ersonsy That Ih 
the ])oint I want to he clean'd u]». 

The Hon’hle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sii , it IS our mien- 

fion t<i tax individual iinuiiheis of the Hindu taniilics governed h\ the 
f hniahlui {fit law as individuals. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Shmihl iliev not he taxed as 

j|sso4*iations id jieisons*-' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; NO. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The qucMtion h«*fore the Hous(‘ j .. that in clause 2 
of th(‘ Hill, snh-clanse {S ) he omitted. 

(The amendment was nepitiveil. i 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you permit me to move amend- 
ment No. 41 ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Te«. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA«: I to move that in clause 2 of Iht 
Bill, for stib-claune (.9), the followinj^ 8uh>clauHe he substituted, namely: — 

“(,9; ‘person’ ineludes any cQnipari\ or association or bod\ of indi- 
viduals, whether incorporated or not, and includes also a Hindu 
undivided faniilj and the Kuler of an Indian State”. 

Sir, this ainendnieiit stands in the name of Mr. Hiren Itoy and 
Jlr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, that is to say it was a (iovernnient amendment, 
which now f have the privilege to move, if it is accepted, it will remove 
a great miHconception . The definition, as it stands, is defective. The defini- 
tion given in sub-ijausi* (U) of clause ‘2. says, “person” includes a Hindu 
undivided family, a firm, a com]>any and the Huler of an Indian State. In 
this amiuidiiKMit (Iovernnient wanted that this should be changed. Tire 
word “firm” has been omitted and the words “association or hotly of 
individuals” have been atldcd. In the definition tliere is no such cxprcssfon 
tts “a.sHficiation or liody of individuals”. I tlesire to draw the atttoition ot 
the Hon’bb* Finance Ministt*r to (A; of the Schedule in the last page of the 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

In the cast* of evei\ company, firm or other association of individuals, 
tlu‘v will h<* taxed. In the Schedule ue find that (‘vei> company, firm or 
ot,ht*r asMocialion of indivithials will he iaxctl hut in the tlefinition we do 
not fintl th«‘ use of (lie word “association of indivithials” Si» it is ahsolufel> 
neiatsstiry (hat this definition slionld he eorit'cttal and (lie wind “association” 
sliould find a place in the tlefinition. Suppttse, .i ho<l\ t)t individuals l.akt*H 
u]> a big land in tin* Sundeihans ami makes vei \ good profit out ot it hut 
liecuuse tlit're is no mention of the assoeiafion or body of imlividuals in the 
definition claust*. this hoil\ will la* <‘\em})tetl evt*n tliough it makes .in 
income of Us. d.oOO or more. 

With these words, f mov<‘ m> aint‘ntlment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amemiment inovtal : ’Diat in clause 2 ot tht* Bill, 
for ,suh-('laiise {ih . the Ittlltiwing suh-elausc he suhstit ntiMl . namely: 

”(«9) ‘ iiicludtvs an\ company oi assticiation oi hod\ of imli- 
vidvials, wlu'lhiM’ inettrpor.ilt^d oi not. anti includes alstt a Hindu 
untlivided lamil\ .uid the Uuho- ot an Imtian Statt*.” 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I rise to support this amendment. 
The Government ihemselve.s felt eomiielhal to give notice of this amend- 
ment and have at the last moment seen fit not to move it only because the> 
consider discretion to he the better part of valour. I w'ould draw' the 
attention of tlu^ Hon’hle the Finance Minister to one kind of situation 
which not only may arist* in future hut lias arisen mi many occasions in the 
past and may arise again Tlieie is no reli'iencc whatsoever to a partner- 
ship in (he definition in elausi* 2. 'I'here is no im^ntion of partnerslijp in 
the Bill as passed by the Assembly. I'here is no mention either of the 
fact how tile income of Individuals who compose a partiu'iship will he taxed. 
Obviously, it will mean differential rates. If three persons constitute an 
association and it each prnson has an income of Us. i.oOtl, then the ratt‘ 
for the total income would he ijuite diflferent frr>m what it would l>e if the 
incomes are considered separately. The definition in the Bill-clause is 
obviously defective. Tt leaves out of consideration tlie case of partnership. 
Take again the case of individuals who in a hoilv undertake agriculture 
of a big [>lot of laud. I know of a body ot people who are cultivating 
jointly th<‘ whole ]mddy hind of a village in file Nadia district and they 
are making a fairly good profit. Now, umler tlie Agricultural Bill as 
passed h\ the Assembly, their income w'ould not he liable to he taxed 
necause they are neither a company nor a firm n<fr a Hindu undivided 
family' as there are both Hindus and Muhamtnedans in the Group, — nor 
they are Rulers of Indian States. Government cannot tax their income 
even though the in<x)me is more than Rs. 3,5(H> Government recognised 
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thene defects as sotm as this Bill came out of the LefrialatiTe anvil ill anothtM' 
place. That is why they j?ave notice of this ameiulinent hut they ate not 
prepared to come forward with this amemliiient. However imieh niy 
honourahle friend Khan Bahadur Nazirutldin Ahmad may say that (loverii- 
ment are not afraid ot puhiie opinion noi aie they afraid of facing' the- 
Legislature, the Government know heftier. Government themselves knovi 
and every lomourahle memher of this House knows what is preventing 
Government from moving tliis ameiuiment. It is their mortal terror ot 
facing the H(*ngal liegislatiire and nothing else. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: So, 1 lisi^ to support thia^ 
amendment. The definition in the Bill-elau.se is ilefeetive. It does not 
include “association or hod\ of individuals whethei ineoipornted or not'\ 
The House will be pleased to note that this fulho- expression finds a place 
in the Schetlule hut in the luuiy of the Bill only the word “person” is men- 
tioned. If in the definition the word “person” is not made to inelude 
“asHOciation or hod\ of individuals whetln^r ineoi porat(‘d or not”, then it 
would ht* extremel\ d^uthtiiil as to wlielhei the provision in the hmly of the 
Bill would really apph to them. Thus, the* Seheduh' eoulains certain; 
classes ot jiersoiis on tlie ex{iectation that they will he taxeil hut the body 
of the Bill omits it. But the umemlment is also a ereature of the (loverii- 
ment. It is really a child of tht‘ Hon’hh* Mimstei. It was eonemved in. 
the liCgislat i\ t‘ llejiai t men I and it fouml the light of «la\ in the printml 
aiiKMidnienl . Now, Sir, (his new child is not luiieh lu'ili'i lluiTi its 
predei'cssor : the one m the Hill-idause. In the Bill-elause th<*re is th»‘ 
expn*ssion “fiinr' winch is omitted in the amendnoMit . Now, the amend- 
nuuit has (crfain dettsMs iind advantagics. TIu* original Bill has ei'rtuiii 
defects and a(l\antages. Tin* Bill-idause mentions “firnr’ which the* amend- 
mtuit (/Tints 1’h(‘ aiin'iidment contains “association or body of indi vidiials' ' 
and onnl'^ ‘tinn>'’ Both tiiese an* (iov4*rnment dralts, and w'Inh* (lying 
to sTijiport this aiin‘ndinent . I d(» so with this reservation that there is 
nothing linn h to choose between the two. 

Then, then* i*' anotln'r asp»‘et ol the inatti'i. 'I’he word “perHon” has 
been defined in tin* Bengal (ieiieral ( laiises Act. it is dtdined in section 
ol that Act 'I'hc appheation ol that dctinilion, hoW(‘v<‘i, is depend- 
«‘nt upon thcie h(‘ing nothing repugnant in the subject or context , d'his 
w’ill lead to difficult ies and uncertaint i<‘s. In that s<‘ction ot the Bengal 
General ('lansc>. Act, “jier.son” includes “any company or asso(‘iation or 
body of individuals whether incorporated or not”, 'rhis definition cxeUidcM^ 
the expre.ssion “firm” to he found in fhe Bill-dausc, and then we find 
the ex])r(*ssion in the Bill-clausi- and the e.\]nessioii a.-w defineil in the Bfuigal 
(leneia! ( lauscs Act aiol there is an incomplete definition in flu* anitMidment 
jiroposed h\ the ( io\ eminent . None of the.se (h*finit ions would be (juito 
saiisiaelory but, on the who](*, I should think that the aiMcndimuit in 
.slightly better. With this reservation. I support the am(*ndnient. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: Si I, I agree tllat 
the amendment would make the definition of “person” full(‘r and more* 
expressive and it would make it more extensive by bringing- in 4ither lale- 
gories mentioned in the General (’lause- Act. But I point out that thf* 
operative provision is in clause 3 which refers expn‘ssly to as.sociation ot 
body of individuals, and I do not think that this amendment is uhsolutelv 
necessary. Therefore, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order, d’he (^ue.stion hefon* the House i-* 
that in clause 2 of the Hill, for suh-clause tin* following suh-elause he 

substituted, namely': — 

“(^/i ‘person’ includes any eoiiipany' or association or hixly 

vicluals, whether incorporateil or not, and inc*Judtw n/so « in< tr 
undivided family’ and the Kuler of an Indian Stat4*. 
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Mr. S. C. Cliekravertt. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. M. R. JatMirta. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. 


Mr. Maabahyddin AkiMi. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Abdid Ailx. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazxamalt Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibuilah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. 4 . Cohan. 

Mri. K. O'Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Outt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Farguton. 

Tha Hon'bia Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hotaln. 


Mr. H. D. Mahimdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohotanablah. 

Mr. R. Fat OhaodhuH. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzai|Mn. 

NOES--35. 

Mr. LaUfat Hotaln. 

Mautana Muhammad Akrahi Khan. 
Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlatur Rahman. 
Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamauztoha. 
Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 

Dr. KafIruddIn Talukdar. 


Kabir. 


Wr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hou.se has divided. For th 
uTneijdrneiH 1!.^, agiii/iHl the uinendiiieiit — 25. The ajiieiidineut in, iherefon 
negatived. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May 1, witii your peruitMHior 
Sir, move amendment No. 4d standing in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed u 
;i short-not ie(‘ amendments ' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 4i is alreadv jli’>ij»ose<l ol and you cimmtt move it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The wordings of the amend 
meiit uill greatly imprcue the Hill. So. I would ask ><>in peiuiission t 
move tin* ameu<lim*nt. ^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut I am afraid it has heen dis])Oseil of and I eann<» 
allow \ on to mov<* it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, tlie wordings an* so goo< 
that I want to kt'ep tliem on n'cord. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut you cannot d(t it. Many giKxl things we hav 
to forego in life and this is one of them. You may move vour amendmen 
No. 44. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sii, 1 heg to move: Tha 
in sub-clause of clause 2 of the Bill, for the word.s “any other assoeia 

tioii” in liiu‘ 2, the woials “any a.ssociation' ’ be substituteil 

Sir, the Bill-clause stands as follows: ‘'principal officer” useil with refer 
cnee to an Indian State, a eoinpuny or any o/Z/rr association means”, eU* 
In using the words “an> other association” it implies that in the contex 
there is provision for other aBSOciations from which this is being distin 
guished. Neither an Indian State nor a company is an “association” 
There is therefore no force in the word “other”. It is redundant, absoluteT 
inartistic and meaningless. So, this word should be banished from th( 
definition ; it is inoperative and impotent. In fact, there is a rule of inter 
pretation of Statutes that every word must be ffiven some meaning. Judge 
might think that, as the Act has been approved by the Bengal Legislatures 
the word must have some meaning; and they might be forced to give somi 
meaning to it. In the circumsianoes, I think the word **othsr” should h 
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omitted. It would mean economy of expression. On this oceaaion, 1 ko|>e» 
Jhis would evoke some amount of intellectual sympathy from the fion’hle 
the Finance Minister. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause {12) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “an\ other association” in line 2, the 
words “any association” he substituted. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. for the sake of 

economy of words, I shall imly say that wdth reference to this amendment 
the word “other” is necessary. I wtmld like the Khan Bahadur to r«»-read it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : That in sub- 
clause {12) of clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “any otlier Association” 
in line 2, the words “any association” he substituted. 

(The amendment was nej^atived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 bejf to move : That 
ill sub-clause {11) ot clause 2 ot the Bill, for the woul “include” in line d, 
the words “also apply to” be substituted. 

Sir, this IS a drafting; amendment — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, is any lonj^ speech necessfiry 
to move this amendment)^ 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, whether lon^ or short, 
the speech will have the same efl'e<‘t. H it is short, it will suffer from 
inexjilicitne^s ; and it it is Inn^'^. it w ill slniw in some gT(»ater diduil tile 
merit of the uniendinenl ; hut as to tlu' result, it is <the 

result would In- death in any ease). The purpose of tln*st* speeidies is to 
show and kiM‘p on record the work that i.n done in tlu‘ House, that is, fliat 
bad draftsmanship is hein^^ objected to b\ at least a section of the* House. 
That is the purpose of the.se amendnu*iit,s. It is not necessary inffiiema* 
votes. 

J suhiiut, Sir, that the words “also apply to in the amendtneni, are 
more accurate from tlie jioint of view of Kiiffhsh usa^e. The difliculty with 
the wMird “include” is tlnU its nfniiinative “received” is a verb, and it is 
supposed to include “receipts” — a noun. Tbul is in effect the woidin^r of 
thi.s sub-edause — the word “received” includes ”ri‘ceipth”. Idiis is the 
anomaly which we have come to — a rvrh iucludinjr a noun. In the circum- 
stances, if we chancre the word “include” and sulistitute “also apply to”, 
the effect would he that the word ‘ ‘rec-cived” shall opphf to “receipt hv an 
agent” and so forth and in [laragraph (2) “receipts by other persons.’ It 
will maintain some symmetry from tlie grammatical point of view'. Tliere 
are authorities on English usage* in this llou.sc*, naim*ly, Mr. Humayun 
Kabir and the Hon’ble Mimst<*r himself and others on the European Benclies. 
They w’ould he ph*ased to consider this matt«*r and remove the grammatical 
anomaly. With these words, I propose the amendment. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment ihovcmI that in sub- 
clause (11) of clau.se 2 of the Bill, for the w'ord “include” in line If, the 
words “also applj^ to” he substituted. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The amendment 
proposed is a drafting amendment and the drafting experts of Oovern- 
ment consider that our present draft is .satisfiictory and in fact it is the 
correct one. Therefore, I oppose the amendment. 

Khan BahMhir NAZIRUDDlM AHMAD: Sir. T wantixl tl>.> JT»n'bl« 
Minister’s own o|>inion as a (|Teat autlvority on Knglisli usage sod not a 
mere repetition of official ve«iioii. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Order, order. The questioD before the House 
that in »ub-clau»e (14) of claune 2 of the Bill, for the word ‘"include** i 
line the words “also apply to*’ be substituted. 

(The amendment was nej^^atived. ) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: A« an alternative to the la 
amend m«*nt, 1 ha\e tlie next amendment in the hope that this would evol 
jfreater sympathy frf)m the Hon hie Minister, namely, his personal sympati; 
and m>t the deiiartniiuital sNinpathy. 

Sir, 1 he^ to move that in .sub-elause (/*/) of clause 2 of the Bill, for tl 
wonl “imdude” in line d, the words “be deemed to apply to” 1 
substituted. 

'Idiis, 1 think, would l>e better than the last amendment. This is anoth< 
version of the last amendment. I hope it would be slightly better reoeive< 

1 leally want the Hon 'hie ^Minister's personal opinion for which 1 have 
great regard. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause {^4} of clau: 

2 of the Bill, for the vs ord “include” in line d, tlie w'oids “lie dt‘emed 
ujiply to” he suhstitutefl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, in the opinic 
of the tiovernment (‘xpiuts including mvself, our words in the Bill are mo: 
correct. Thei'efort', 1 oppose the amendment, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ord er, order. 'Fhe question hetort* the House 
that in suli-cdaust* {N} ol cdause 2 oi tin* Bill, tor the woid “include” 
line d, the woids “he deemed to apply to” h<* suhstitiitiMl. 

(Tlie umemlinent was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: I heg to move that in su 
clause {14) of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (/) for the words "‘an agent 
in liiii‘ 1 , tlie words “his agent” be substituted. 

Sir, the House will please consider the text of the Bill-clause. In tl 
main jiart of this suh-ilause, iianieiy, item 14. tlnua* is a refereiu'e to tl 
W'ord “person”, The words are “ ‘received’ used with reference to the recei; 
of tlie agricultural ineome hv a ])erson shall include”, etc. Then in par 
graph (i ) “rcci'ipt hv an agent” is menlioned. 1 think that when tl 
]>rincipal is menlioned earlier in the ilill, the words “his agent” would I 
more ujipropriatc. 11 yi>u used the words “an agent”, then it would ha' 
no referenct* to the word “ptusoii” with whieli it should he clearly relate 
After the amendment, the jiassage will read as follows: ” ‘received* usi 
with reference to the receipt of agricultural ineome hy a person shall iiudui 
receipt hy his agent.” That is reallx what is intended; there is no liar 
in saying what you obviously mean. With these w'ords; I commend ir 
amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (14) ( 
clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (7) for the words ”an agent” in line 
the words “his agent” be substituted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I regret that I have 
oppose this amendment of 1115 ' honourable friend, for in this particular cas 
at any rate, 1 think that if he had read to the end of the sub-clause; be wouj 
have seen that “an” is definitely better drafting. The words "'receipt 1 
an agent or servant on behalf of a principal or master respectively” refi 
to the principal, and the arguments advanced by the Khan Bahadur wii 
regard to the person in the main clause 14, which governs sub-clauses 1 as 
2, 1 think is redundant. Therefore, in this particular case at least I d 
not complain against the Government’s drafl. 
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Khmn SahiKlur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a noint of personal 

explanation, Sir. The position taken by Mr. UumaMin Kubir is absohitely 
clear no doubt; but with regard to the !u*\t |>ortii>n upo!» whit'h he relied 
there is an amendment al.so. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, thi.n in not a personal explana- 
tion ; but you are speaking again in suppo'rt of your amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The reason why I have 

proposed this amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I mil nfrniil tlmt is not a ptMsoiial I'xplunation. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Th<- reason is this: I have 

not overlooked (he position referred to hf iiiy friend, Mr. Ilumayun Kabir. 

If he had been careful enough to look to my other amendment, then ha 
would have found that tliis amendment is ab.Nolutel> idtnir. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May 1 eongrat ulaf e my friend 
Mr. Kabir on his consequential support of Khan Baliudur Naziruddin’a 
amendment P 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : With regard to this 
amen<lnient T submit that tlu' drafting is reiilly bad and the Klian Baiiadur’s 
amendment reatl with thi* othm* additional ainemlm«*ni. 1 tliink, would be 
better, nanndv, “ ‘received’ used with rcfermice to th(' rei'cipt of the agri- 
cultural income by a person shall include rerndpt by an agent or servant 
on his behalf” and tin* n‘st may be omitted, 'rhen it would inake a corrc»et 
sense, at least more correct than what i>t pioimscd in thr Bill. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I would rather 

prefi*r to iollow tlu* ilraftsmansliip of m\ fiieiul Mr. Humayun Kabir to 
that of Mr. Moholanabish : So I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion before the House is: that in sub- 
clauhi* ( /'/ ) of clause ‘J of the Bill, in paragraph </> tor tlu* words ‘‘an 
agent” in liiu* 1, the words ”his agent” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; 1 beg to move that in sub. 
clausi* ( /■/ ) of clause ‘J of the Bill, in pamgraph (/). tlie words “on behjilf 
of a principal and master respectively” in lines 1 and 2, the words “on his 
behalt” be substituted. 

Sir, this jiortion whiidi I want to (hange l»y my amendnu'ut was lelied 
ufHin by a great antlioritv in this matter, Mr. !hnna\MM Kabir. wboni tlu* 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has also described i\> sueb. Wbai 1 would ask of 
Mr. Hum.aynn Kabir is to consider tlu* amendment which was lost in the 
light of this amendment. The amendment wlii<‘h ban been lost juNf now is 
on the same line and is cal(*nlated to -erve the same juirpo.Hi* as tliis. 1 am 
grateful to Mr. Nugendra Nath M oholanahish for looking at my amend- 
ment from a practical ]H)int of view and i*xjdaining tlu* real object <if tlu* 
amendment. I would ask Mr. Humayun Kabir to Icnik at this ainendment, 
as I value his opinion, as that of the Hoirble Finaiue Mini.ster in a matter 
like this, and say w'hether it is neeesKary or not, and whether it is on the 
Siime line witli the amendment which has just now' b(*en lost. If iliat 
amendment had been accepted, it wouhl have made some sense. Half the 
improvement has been lost, and if thi.s amendment is atrepted. it w'oiibl be 
the better half, though the worse half is lost. With these word.s, I heg to 
propose my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amenament. moved tlu.t in (/■/) of 

clause 2 of the Bill, in porajfraph (/) for the woriN “on helmlf of <i 
and master respectively'' in lines 1 and 2, the w^orcls **ou his benaU 
subatituteds 
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Mr. NACCNDRA NATH MOHOLANABISN: Sir, I support the 
amendment. I think this amendment will make the sense clear and better. 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I oppose the 
amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it is very discouraging. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question l>eforo the House is: 
that in sub-clause ( 14 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (/), for the 
words “on behalf of a principal and master respectively” in lines 1 and 2, 
the words “on his l>eKalf” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN' AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clauw { 14 ) of ckiiise 2 of the Bill, in paragraph ( 2 ), for the words “receipts 
hy other persons’’ in line I, the word.s “receipt by any other person” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the House will he pleased to consider the text. It is a mistake on 
the opjK)Hite direction. In one case the word “other” was uiineces.sarily 
used and in this c^jise the word “other” has been used. If the honourable 
members will lof)k at the text of the Bill, they will find that “any other 
person” would be a more precise and more coiiMjiiant with the drift of the 
text. With these words, I propose my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause { 14 ) of clause 
2 of tile Bill, in {xiragraph { 2 ), for the words “receipts <)f <)ther persons” in 
line 1, the words “receipt by any other person” be substituted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, T think it is definitely a better draft 
and 1 have much pleasure in supporting the amendment. Whatever the 
ITon’ble Ibiamce Minister .says alwmt expert advice, he will agree, or if he 
does not agree openly he knows in his heart of h(*arts, that it is a better 
drafting. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Sir, 1 support this 
amendment, because without the word “any ” before the word “other”, it 
would create a lot ol trouble at the time of interpretation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I admire Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad’s perseverance but 1 am afraid 1 cjinnot accept 
tlie amendment, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The miestion before the House is: That in sub- 
cjause { 14 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, in p-amgraph (.2) for the words “receipts 
by other person.s” in line 1, the words “receipt by any other person” be 
substituted. 

(Tlie amendment wjis negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: That 
in sub-clause { 14 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, in pivragraph (2), for the words 
“whicli are deemed to be his receipts under the provisions of this Act” in 
lines 1 and 2, the words and commas “which, under the provision.s of this 
Act, shall be deemed to have been received by him” be substituted. 

Sir, this is also a drafting amendment. The words have l>een re-arranged 
to strengthen the context. „ The words in the Bill look like a school boy’s 
translation of a Bengali passage; but there is a sequence of ideas in Beng^i, 
and there is another kind of sequence when you render it into English. 

1 submit this re-arrangement would look much better and I hope that a 
Bill from the Council should emerge in the best possible form. In the 
circumstances, I submit that honourable members, if they calmly consider 
the matter, would agree with me. I venture to submit that it is an 
improvement on the wording of the Bill. The present perfect tenee is Bxno 
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applicable hare. In the circumstances, I wouW ask the Ilon’ble Minister 
to reply to thin amendment. I am a learner and a student and the Hon'ble 
Minister is a jrreat iimster. Inste^ul of saving ““In the view of the office 
it is good" or *‘I do not think it is bad" or "I do not think the amendment 
is better" and so on, he should reply to my arguments. I have a great 
respect for his jM'rsonal opinion and I hope he would deal with the points 
and if he c4in give any g<x^d reason?-*, iliat wotihl be ('lonvincing. 

With these wonts, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; That in snb-clauso {14) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, in piiragraph (2^ for the words “which are dcenuHl to 
be his receipts under the provisions of this Art" in lines 1 and 2. the words 
and commas “which, under the provisions of this Act. shall be deemed to 
have b€»eii received by him" he substituted. 

The Hofi*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I have m.t read the 
book my honourable friend Khan Ibihadur iNaziruildin Almiad was «|noting 
the other day “English: liow to read and speak" or something like tliat. It 
is my misfortune. I think our drafting is gootl t*noiigh for our purpose and 
I am not certain that Khan Bahadur’.s amendment will Im» better, (Khan 
Bahadur Nazikudoin Ahmad: The reply is not very em’ouniging.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the Htmse is: That in sub- 
clause {14) of clause 2 of the Bill, in imragriipli (2). for the* words "which 
are deemed to be his receipts under the provisions of this Act" in lines I 
and 2, the words 4 ind commas “which, under the pi^ovisions of tliis Act, 
shall be deemed to have been received by him” Ik* substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg t^> move that in 
sub-clause (14) of ckiuse (2) of the Bill, in p<iragraph (2 1, for the words 
“receipts of agricMiltiiral income hv way of adjustment of accounts with any 
other person" in lines d to 5, tiie following words lie substituted, namely ; — 

“any sums received by him by way of adjustment of acc-onnls with any 
other persons." 

Sir, in effect it is nothing more than re-iirrangement of the words wdiich 
are propos<‘d to be substituted bv this amendment. T submit that this is 
more natural in the sequence of ideas and the re-arrangement of words. With 
these few words, T propos<^ my amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (14) of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragraph (2), for the words “receipts 
of agricultimil income by way of adjustment of accxmiits with any other 
person" in lines -'I to 5, the following words be siibHtitiit<‘d, namely : — 

“any sums received by him by W'Siy of adjustment of accxmnis with any 
other persons." 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 do not find 
any improvement in the suggested amendment. Our drafting is good 
enough. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clause (14) of clause 2 of the Bill, in paragrciph (2), for the 
words “receipts of agricultural income by wav of adjustment of accounts 
with any other person" in lines 3 to 5, the following words he siiljsf if uled, 
namely : — 

“any sums received by him by way of adjustment of accounts with any 
other persons." 

(The amendment was negatiwtd*) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the BUI. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
Chapter 1, above elause 3 of the Bill, the following heading of the chapter 
be inserted, namely, “Charge of Agricultural Income-tax”. 

All the other (chapters in this Bill have independent headings. This is 
the only headless chapter in the Bill. The expression which I want to 
insert here is a heading which has already found place in the marginal 
note. In the marginal note there is the expres.siou “Charge of Agricul- 
tural Income-tax But, as is well-known, a marginal note can 
never he referred to for purposes of interpndation of an Act. It 
is only a help to find out in a cursory nianiuT the contents of the 
section. With regard to the heading of a chapter, it occupies a 
more important position. It has a constitutional function to dis- 
charge. I3ie heading of a chapter is something like an introduction to 
the sections of the chapter, ft ex<*rcises the function of a preamble to an 
Act. As the preainlde governs the whole Act, so the heading of o chapter 
governs the wliole chapter to whicdi it acts as a legislative preface. In Civse 
of any doubt as to the meaning of a section in a cliapter, the heading of the 
chapter is a legit iniat<* guide t.o iuterpreUition, Tlu' expression used in the 
he^iding can bf* l<‘gitimately referred t^) for pur|>oses of dearing up any doubt 
in tlie .secti<»nH. The expression “(Miarge of Agricultural Income-tax” as 
llie h(‘ading of the chaj)ter ai)pears iu the coiTesjM)nding section of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, and the Ilon’ble Minister and hono\irable members 
will find that tiiis idcnti(‘a] luuiding appears almve section 3 of that Act. 

I <loubt not that it is an imidv<*rteiit omission and that it is appropriate that 
the chapter should liave a heading. This is absobitely undeniable; there 
is no other example of a simihir omissnm in any other chapter or in any 
Act. In these circumstama's, this heading is ]»rop(‘r and should therefore 
be inserted. 

Now, ])rok'ihly the llon’lde Minister might siiy that this headless chapter 
is servic»*al)le ; l)ut I think it cannot he denied that this is clearly an omission 
on the part of the (lovernment draftsman. I'he Ilon’ble Minister on behalf 
of (Iov(‘rnment will perhaps sity “I do not think that our draft is defective 
etc.”. I’his course eiuMuirages me to a gn\at extent because it concedes 
that the amendment is a good one, but for reasons of urgency and not for 
reasons advjinced l)y Mr. Hiima.\un Kabir, (Jovernmeiii cannot accept this 
iimeiidment. Tlie sympatfi\ with which the Ilon’ble Minister has lately been 
treating our amendments, is rwilly very enc>ouraging. My honourable friend 
the Finance Minister, whose friendship I enjoy and which I very much value, 
might sjiy that this headless ehapler will be quite serviceable; be might 
pven say — c^T^, , that is to say, a wooden 

■at will he u.seful enough if it ran eatch rats. He will perhaps say that a 
headless chapter will be (piite eftV<tive if it ean serve our purpose. That 
may be the line of the Ilon'ble Minister’s reply. But I hope that he will 
not. with all the great authority which he exercises and the great authority 
which attaches to his unique position in this House and the inimitable way 
he has of dealing with things, he will not try to brush aside this item. 

I would ask him to kindly make a distinction between the amendments 
which could he dispensed with and this amendment that cannot be dispensed 
with except on grounds of extreme State urgency, which I have submitted 
loes not really exist. I think this headless chapter might give some 
imount of thought to the compiler of Crossword Puzzles in the lUustrat-ed 
Weekly of India, He will give a clue to a mizzle as “a headless chapter of 
m Act*' and our friends of this House will point to this chapter. Thia 
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amendment is an anieudment of substance and not merely a drafting one 
and will cure a lacuna in the Bill aiul 1 subuiit it should be accepted as such. 

V 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ameiuhneut moved : That in chapter I, above clause 3 
of the Bill, the following heading of the chapter Iw inserted, namely, 
‘^Charge of Agricultural Income-tax.’^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, if conslsteiK'y is a virtue, then I 
think the Hon‘l>le Minister will do well to adopt this suggestion contained 
in the amendment. For. it we l<K>k to ('Iniptcr 11, we shall find a heading 
there, namely, Compulation of agricultural iiUMunc-lax and ulhnvarices. If 
we look to Chapter ill, we will find a similar heading, luiinely, Liability to 
assessment in special cases. If we Imik Chapter IV. there again we will 
find a heading, namely, liuxime-tax authorities ami Apindlate ’riibunal. In 
the ('siise of Chapter V’ also, there is a lieading. and so on and so forth. 

In this view', J do not know’ wdiy (’hajiter I siiould not have a Invading. 

If should have a lieading and that lieading is clear, namely “I'harge of 
Agricultural Income-tax*’, Then again, in the Indian Ini'^nue-tax Act 
wliich they have cujiied, all the chapters have headings. All lh<*se 1 think 
will convince the lion’ble Minister and persuade him to accept the amend- 
ment. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, if ( hapler I 

lacks a Insading it has a very good puriHise t-o .ser\e. A Insuling would have 
been artist i(' ; but since wi‘ have marginal notes, 1 do not think that any 
inconvenience would lu‘ caused either to the assessees or to the assessors. 1 
am grateful to my fneml Khan liahadur .Nazirmhiin Ahmad for having 
recof;ins(*(l the inatler t>t great urgmicy (Mr. Hi nlwin K.muh : and not 
jK)liti('4tl expe(lu*nc\ ) <;iml not |H>lilic4il expeduuicv that has compelled 

me to .Np<M‘(i HI) the jirogre.ss of the Hill through tin* 1 jegislal ure. In view 
of my declaration mad<* at an earlier stage, J would ask my honoumble 
frieiui m»t t-o press this 4iinendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: May I ask one (question to 
the Ilon’hle Minister? Is it permissible to refer t-o the marginal notes? 
Our iinjuession is tluit it is not at all necessary to have marginal notes. , 
Marginal notes or remarks are abs<dutely delest4*d bv judges in interpreting 
a section. These notes are meant probably to fiml out the contents of u 
section in a rough and ready manner — — 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: But the headings 
are not for legal or altruistic purpose. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: I submit, Sir, the heading has 
a legal purpose. 

% 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I w’ould not allow* members to argue 
in this way. Yes, Mr. Mobolanabish, you w*ant to say anything? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH iCOHOLANABISH: 1 do not think I need 
add anything in the circumstiinces. Bui it is a settled hiw* tlnit you c^innot 
refer to marginal notes in interpreting a section and it is also a settled fact 
that sometimes you are bound to refer to headings in order to interpret that 
chapter. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is. That in Obapfer 
I, above clause 3 of ‘the Bill, the following hesading of the Chapter f>e 
inserted, namely : — 

‘‘Charge of Agricultural Income-tax". 
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TIm qn««tion being put, a dirieion was chcdlenged and taken witii tlie 
ioUowing result ; — 


AYEa— IS. 


ICIieii ■sHAAur NsiiriNldln AluiUMl. 
ItsI Bshsdur K. C. Bantrjss. 

Mr. B. C. Chsknivsrti. 

Mr. L. C. Dm. 

Mr. M. B. Jsipuria. 

Mr. Hmtmvm Z. A. Ksbir. 


Mr. H. D. Molumdtr. 

Mr. N. N. MoholsiiabltH. 

Mr. R. Psi Chaudhuri. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhlinf. 

KNm Sahib Maulrl WahldmaaiwM. 


NOES--t4. 


Mr. Mssbahuddm Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Khan mbHIali Abdul Atlz. 

Mr. 0. L. Barua. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibultah Chowdhury, 
Mr. C. E. Clark#. 

Mrs. K. O'Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Outt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Fargufon. 

Tha Hon. Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotahi. 


Mr. Latafat Hoasaln. 

Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 
Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlatur Rahman. 
Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
Mr. J. W. R. Btavan. 

Dr. KMirudIn Talukdar. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House bos divided. The Ayes — 
12; and the Noes — 24. The amendment i.s, therefore, negatived. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Shall we finish claiist? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, T have got an amendment which will 
tuke some time. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, T also object to taking up clause d 
now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you seriously object to this P 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. The House stands adjourned till 3 p.m. 
tomornow . 


Adjournmant. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th July, 1944. 

Members Absent. 

Tlie following members were absent from the meeting held on the 17th 

July, 1944:— 

(1) Khan Sahib Fariduddiu Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Sultaiiuddiu Ahmed. 

(3) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(4) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(5) Mr. Humayim Beza Chowdhury. 

(0) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(8) Klian Bahadur Abdul Gofmn. 

(9) Mr. Abdul Jjatiff. 

(10) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(11) Mr.' N. N. Mookerjee. 

J12) Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

(13) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(14) Dr. K. S. Ray, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 61. 


TAk Counc il met in ^he Legislative Chamber of the Lejrislative Ifuildin^, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 18th July, 1944, at 8 p.m., being the sixty-tirsi 
day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section of the tiovtun- 

ment (d' India Act, 19‘{5. 

Mr. President (the lL>irble Sir Buoy Prasad Sinod U(»y. k.c .i.k.) was 
ill the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As most of the quest lon.s are to be answered by the 
flon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, I would like to know whether he will be able to 
att(‘iid the House today. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Suhrawardy arrived only 
at iKKui today, the train having arrived very late. So he will not be able to 
be present today. I would, therefore, suggest that the (piestions do stand 
over to<lay. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right. The\ will be taken up tomorrow. 

Prosecution of Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy Chowdhury and Mr. Hari Prasanna 

Misra. 

210. Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge ot tin' Home Dejwntnient be jileased to state — 

(O) whelhei he repeated the assurance while the motion for adjourn- 
ment, regarding the iKinning of the Lora Hindu ('onfereru'e, W4is 
lieing debated uikui in the Bengal Legislative (Council in this 
House on the Pith June, 1944, that the people were free to hold 
meetings anywhere in Bengal; 

{h) whether he can n'concile that s(4iteinent and gi'iienilly liis stat^'inent 
on civil lilw'rtii's with the pro.s4‘{'ut ion of Mr. Sanat Kumar B>oy 
( howdhur\ , ex-Mayor of (\tlcutta, and Mr. Ilari Pi'iis^inna Misra, 
Secretary, Hindu Students’ Federation, for holding ])ublic meet- 
ing at the Siaddhananda Park in Calcutta, on tlie 22nd April, 1944, 
to jirotest against the Secondary Kdutuition Bill, 1944; and 
(r) whether (‘onsistent with his statements aforenn'nt ioned Cov<»rnment 
propose to instruct the Public* Pro.secutor to withdraw the. 
prosecution of which the date o1 hearing is tixed for the 2Hth 
June, 1944, in the Court of the Chiet Presidency Magistrate; if 
not, why not? 

MINISTER in Charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(h) The proseculion which was iiislituled agaiasl Messr.s S. K Uoy 
Chowdhury and Hari Trasanna Misra for holding a puf.lic ineeling on the 
^*nd April, 1944, at the Sraddhananda Park, has been dropped. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT Chandra Das: Was it dropped u( fljH instance of 
(iovernment ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yea. 

152 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 


[ 18 th Jttlt, 


Shooting in tho Daooa Jail. 

215. Mr. H ARID AS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that the ex-Chief Minister, Mr. Fazlul Huq, promised 
to enquire into the ehootirig in the Dacca Jail; 

(h) if it is a fact tliat the said enquiry never took place in spite of 
repeated demand from the Bengal Legislature and the Press; 

(c) if the (ioveniment projjose to hold an encpiiry into the serious affair, 

regarding the shooting in the Dacca Jail in the interests of public 
confidence and future security; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already made it clear 
that I do not consider myself bound to implement any promises made by my 
honourable predecessor in office. Nor am I prepared to re-open the matter 
after -such a lapse of time. 

Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon'ble Minister please say if 
the same G-overninent continues in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Am I to understand that the siune 
Government does not continue? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Ilon’ble Minister says so. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will tlio Ilon’ble Minister please tell us 
what is the policy of the present Government with regard to emiuiring into 
any incidents of this nature? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The policy of the present 
Government is to tijike immediate steps to make an enquiry and satisfy 
themselves whether there has been any wrong done by any officers of Govern- 
ment; and if Uiey are satisfied that any officers have been in the wrong, 
action iwS taken against them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is purely a hypr)thetical (piestion, Sir 
Nazimuddin, and \ou neetl not have answered it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member has 
ask<‘d me for a statement of our pieseiit poli(\v and therefore I did so. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: A policy is involved in this question 
also, because the llon’lde Minister siiys that he is not Imuiid by it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a hvpotlietical question, and 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Not a hypothetical question in the 
truest sense of the term, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if 
tho assurance was given by Mr. Fazlul Huq in his personal capacity or as 
the Chief Minister of the provinee at the time? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think the records are there 
aiid *lhe honoumble member can Jraw^ his own conclusions therefrom. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state how^‘ long Mr. Fazlul Huq was in office after he gave 
the assXirance ' for an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble f^waja slr tfAZIMUDDIN : So far as I remember, 
perhaps, just 5 or 6 months. 



Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Durini; these 5 

months what did he do in the matter? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the TIon’ble Minisler l)e pleased to 
state what was the i>olicv of the jwirty which be tlien represented w^ith regawl 
to the enquiry? 

Th 0 Hon’blo KhW 8 |& Sir NAZIM UDDINz I Wi>\ild a^ain refer the 
honourable member to my spee(‘l»es which appeared at the time in the jumpers. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will tlu' Hon'ble Minister be pleaised to 
state if it is not a fact that his ywirty demanded this emiuiry? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very 'stnonj^ly and held very 
ationg opinion on the subject. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Since the Uon ble M inivSter iis la*a<ler of the 
Opposition at that time demanded 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Kabir, this House has nothinj^ to do with any 
policy of a party. Yo\i should put your question to Sir Nazimuddin as a 
Minister and he too should answer it in his c.apacity as a Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The question arist's in this way. Sir. 
'J'he lion ble Chief Mini.ster was then J reader (»f the Ojiposition and, he and 
the party of wliich he was a leader xadiemently criticised the (Government 
and weie anxious to have^in ciKjuiiv. Toilav he is head of the (Government 
uith (he same party. 'Fheretore, (ht* (|Uesti()n of iiarty attitude eonn‘s in. 

I would ask him if the statement made by him m the capacity as tlie Lender 
of the ()j){)()sii ion still holds 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I mn afraid, rules do mil (amtemplatt* that the 
‘.tat(‘nient made by a f>arti< ular imonher as leader of a party can form 
.«uh j(*ct-niatter of u (iiK’stion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All ri^hi. Sii 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In his printed answio th(‘ llon’lih' Cln<d 
Minister .said “Nor am I jnepaied to reopen the mattcu’ aft(*r such a lapse* 
of time". What is the elate ot tabling this question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have referred to the lapse 
of time after the incident. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did not the Jlon’hle Minister think tluit 
it was his duty to carr> out wlmt (hat party wanted to do alniut the Dacaiii 
shooting when he CMaine and formed the (lovernment ? 

P^^ESIDENT: You (‘an ask him questions only in his capacity as 
Minister. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether as the fJhief Mini.ster he does not think it proper to carry out 
the view he held a.s the leader of his own party — ^now the (jfoverninent party? 

Mr, PiRESIDENT: I do not think strictly that is permissible. How- 
ever, I will allow the Chief Minister to answer it if he so wishes. 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T think I have made my 
position very clear on the subject. I hold the view that the Government 
in ofl5ce then was the Government responsible for redressing* the wrong-s. 
The Government that come.s afterwards cannot rake up all the wrong’s that 
took place at the time of the previous Government and rectify them. tSo I 
hold that I am responsible for incidents that take place during' my time. 
The Dacca incident took place before my time. 
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[ 18 th July, 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not the duty of the Government to redress any grievous wrong 
done in the time^of previous Government, immediately after he assumed 
office ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When the thing had already 
been dealt with, I do not think it is right to reopen it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Was the Hon’ble Minister satisfied thiit the 
things were dealt with properly when he assumed office? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whether it was properly 
done or improj)erly done does not arise. If it w'as improperly done, it was 
for the Legislature to take action against the then Ministers. This Ministry 
cannot do an;^ thing to set right the wrong done by the previous Government. 
The Ministry that has come into power cannot be expected to right a w’rong 
done by the previous one. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The Hon’ble the Home 
Minister has stated that the present Government cannot be held responsible 
for what has been done in the past in the matter of redressing a wron^. 
Our question is: why the information asked for has not been given, or in 
other words why em|uiries have not been held? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ^ve got nothing further 
to add. I have already stated that the then Ministry did not hold any 
enquiry. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may 1 mention mv adjournment 
motion regarding the filling up of civilian ]>osts by military personnel in 
large numbers ])y tliis Government ? It was decided the other day that this 
adjourument motioTi would be brought up wd>en Sir Nazimuddin comes .so 
that be co\ild make a .statement. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 shall he very glad to 
make a .st.ateimMit tomorrow'. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, T object to his making a statement 
t^)moi’row'. Under rule 97 of our Procedure Rules ytm, Sir, can give your 
consent to an jidjournment motion if you think tlie motion is in order. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: i\Ir. Das, the question of admissibility W'ill have to 
be (■■onsidercd after I have heard the statement of the Hon’ble Mini.ster. 1 
C 4 innot come to a decision without listening to the Hou’lde Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Hut, Sir, rule 97 does not make any 
^uch provision thal after hearing the other party you will come to a decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on know very well that the discretion lies with 
the (diair and it is hardly jKissihle for the Chair to come to a decision without 
hetiring the statement of the Hon’ble Minister. So, I must wait for the 
statement of the Chief Mini.ster. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, W'ill you kindly alk)W' me to point 
out iMMlaiii facts wdiich have been slated in tlie moliou, namely, tluit Bengal 
Government has ajiplied to tlie Central Government asking for a large 
number of Army officers to fill up <*iviliau post.s. I want to knoV w'hether 
it is a fact that an application 1ms really been made to the Central Gkivern- 
meiit for the importation of a large mimber of Army officers to fill civilian 
posts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We decided the other day that this question should 
not be taken up in tlie absence of the Chief Minister who alone was in a 
position to make a statement and thereby to throw some light on /this 
question. Now, he has arrived only today and he says he would the 

statement tomorrow. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Sir» will you kindly consider the fact 
that one day taken by the HonH>le the Iiea<ler of the House saying that 
the Chief Minister was not here and that he would make a statement when 
he oomes. Today we liave 13 members and tomorrow when the motion will 
be taken up we may not l)e 13 in numbci and the (^hief Whip will object to 
the motion beinp: admitted for discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, all these things are irrelevant and 
unnecessary. I hoj>e you appreciate the i>oint that no decision can be 
arrived at now. I (‘tinnot ^ive mv <H>nsent or refuse my cxmsent without 
hearing the facts in p<jssession of the (’hief Minister. You have made c^rt4un 
alleviations and I must hear what the (loveriiment have tu say on this 
matter before 1 pive my consent or refuse it. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUIZAMAN : Sir, will you 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. When the Chair is addressinv; the 
House, no one should rise in his place. The Chief Minister will make a 
statement tomorrow and the matter must w’ait till then. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, the Chief Minister 
has already got enough notice oi this question. So if he wants to make a 
statement, he can do so now. 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I returned to Calcutta at 
12-30 p.m. today; so how could 1 p<jssibly know anything about this mot ion V 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the only fatd to be jisoertained is: 
whether any such attempt is being made by the (loveruinent of Bengal for 
the importation of army officers for filling civilian posts in Bengal. It is 
only on that point that my adjournment motion is based. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, 1 am not in a {xisition to give my decision 
without listening to facts: .so it is no use discussing the matter just now. 
If the Chief Minister is in a jKisition to give me the facts just now, then I 
can also give my decision immediately. But as he siiys that he returned to 
Calcutta at noon todav, and is not in a position to <lo so, we must wait till 
tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I refer to rule 97 in this fxm- 
nection ? It siiys that a motion for adjournment of the business of the 
Council for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance may be made with the consent of the President. Thereff>re, the 
matter for consideratioii by ,vou, Sir, is wdiether what I have stated in my 
adjournment motion is a definite nuitter and whetlier it is a matter of urgent 
public importance. If it is a definite matter and also a matter of urgent 
public impKjrtance, it may be discussed at once. But if you are to bear the 
other side first, then you are opening the discussion before my adjournment 
motion is admitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, it has b€^n the invariable pmctice to hear 
both sidea before the Chair gives the decision — it is no new thing that I am 
suggesting. 

Wr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not always so, I submit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How otherwise is the Chair going to make up its 
mind on the question of urgency? How can it decide, again, whether it is 
a matter of definite and urgent public importance or not ? You have made 
certain allegations and assertions, and I must find out the facts from Govern- 
ment : all these are necessary before I can give my decision. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is the duty of Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not propose to discuss my ntlinfr with you. 
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Mr. 8HRIBH OHANDRA CHAKRAVERTl: In tkat case, are we to 
assume that the Chief Minister has no knowledge of the proposal which has 
been made as regards the filling up of civil appointments by army officers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, I hope you realise what the Chief 
Minister has told us, namely, that he 'came back to Calcutta only a few 
hours before, that he had no notice of this motion earlier and that he would 
like to find out the facts before he could make a statement on the matter. 
J on my part do not want to come to a decision unless I know that the facts 
mentioned in the motion are authentic. The Chair must get the oppor- 
tunity to (jonsider all authentic facts before the decision is given. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: One thing, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T am not going to discuss the matter any more, 
Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 am only pointing out this : it is a 
matter of which the Hon’ble the Home Minister must have full knowledge, 
namely, whether an application has been made to the Central Government 
for army officers. Does the Hon'ble Minister deny this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can do .so tomorrow when facts will be in our 
possession. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I know that. But the difficulty is that 
the Chief Whip of this House will be counting the heads and if we are lesser 
in number, objection will be raised by him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, if (he Opposition thinks that i1 is a matter 
of urgent public iinfmrtance, then there should l>e no difficulty in having 
adequate number of members of your party present in the House to support 
you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: vSir, on two consecutive days we have 
got our men ready and we may fail on the third day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am very sorry, Mr. Das, I <*annot discuss the 
matter with you any longer. 

Recess on account of Solar Eclipse. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, now that the atmosphere is c(X)ler, 
may 1 emjuire whether we ure going to nu'et on Thurschiy ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I w^ould like to know the views of the Hindu 
leaders, avS it is a Hindu festival, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want a holiday on Thursday, Sir. 
The eclipse starts at 9-45 a.m. and will end by 2 p.m. No food is to be 
taken three hours before and three hours after the eclipse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, what is your view? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I would like Thursday to be a holiday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a question of holiday, but of convenience 
for attending the House. Thursday is not a public holiday. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The High is closed that day. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, we do not go by the High Court Calendar. 
But the position is this; if it is inconvenient to the honourable members to 
attend the meeting of this House on Thursday next on account of the solar 
eclipse, then, of course, we have got to declare that day a holiday, so far 
as the business of this House is concerned, for the convenience of the Hindu 
members. That is the point on wffiich I would like to liave the views of the 
honourable members. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHAHDRA BANERdI: Sir, I drew your 
attention a^ut this yesterdaj^ and you were pleased to say that you would 
oonsider this matter today. Hindus have ffot to observe certain reliprious 
rites on the day on which solar eclipse takes place. The eclipse starts at 
9-45 a.m. and ends at about 2 o’clock tom<;;rTow. The Hindus cannot, there- 
fore, take their meals before o o'clock. they wull st«vrt cimkinj*' after the 
eclipse: they will to the Ganjres for bath and perform reli).fious rites. 
On the next day, Friday, also they will have to observe certain rites after 
fasting. So it W’ould be difficult for them to attend the (\)unril on Friday 
also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^lay 1 have the opinion of the Leader of the House 
on this point r* 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, sin^e the Hindu memWrs want a holiday on Thursday, wh‘ cun have no 
objection to it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may T suprjrest that wdien 
they want a holiday on Friday also, Friday may also be (dosed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right ; then we reassemble on Monday next 
after tomorrow’. Now, the House will resume further discussion on the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8: Sir, with Nour permission, 
may 1 move amendmenl No. 53? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8: I beg to move that in 
clause 3 of the Bill, after the words “financial year” in line 2, the following 
l>e inserted, namel\ : — 

“(ommencing with the financial year which began on tbe 1st day of 
April, LM4”. 

Sir, ff w’l* look at the Bill as it is, we find that agricultural income shall 
be charged in (‘luli financial ye^ir in acc/ordance with and subject U) tbe 
]ir»)vision of this Act. II ere in the definition (dause, “finanidal year” is 
not dchi'ed. Therefore, it is riecessary to clear up from when and up to 
when we call it a financial year. Therefore, my amendment is intended to 
(dear up this ambigui^;. “For each financial year” without the addition 
of the words proposed in this amendment does not make it clear as to what 
is tbe finam ial year that is meant in this clause; and it would be extremely 
difficult for the officers wdio wdll be called upon to administer this law to 
find for themselves what w'as meant by tbe authors of this Bill. It may 
be argued that financial year is a term w’ell known to every body whicn 
f^tarts on tbe 1st April and ends on dlst March. But in a 8pe(dal enactment 
wdien we are defining various words and expressions, it is necessary that tbe 
words “financial year” should be clearly and - specifically described as 
proposed in this amendment. I think this amendment would not disturb 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as it would not affect the tax on the other 
band; it would certainly clarify the ambiguity. I hope the Hon’bb^ 
Minister would not feel any difficulty to accept the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: tliai in clause 3 of the Bill, 
after the words ‘"financial year” in line 2, the following he inserted, 
namely : — 

“commencing with the financial year which began on the 1«1 day of 
April, 1944.” 
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Khan Bahadur MAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment and in doing so, I shall slightly depart from the line taken by 
the mover of the amendment. Financial year has been defined in the 
Bengal General Clauses Act, section 3, sub-section ( 1 €), ‘ 'Financial year^’ 

according to that sub-section means “year commencing from the first day 
of April”. It is, therefore, clear that a financial ^ar begins on the lat day 
of April and, therefore, ends on the 31st March. But it is necessary to state 
the year when the <x)mputation of income-tax wdll begin. So far as the 
coininencenient of this Act is concerned, it is laid down in clause 1 that 
“The Act will be deemed to have come into operation from the 1st day of 
April, 1944.” The Act will have been born with retrospective effect, but 
if w(‘ do not accept the amendment, there will be nothing to show that the 
computation of tax would begin from the 1st April, 1944. It w'as to avoid 
this difficulty that this Government amendment was tabled and I think it 
is a very necjessary amendment. If it is not accepted, it may Mead t(» 
serious trouble. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAI^I: Mr. President, I 
should rejoic^e over the conversion of the honourable members of the 
Opposition Benches to our view that the operation of the Act should com- 
mence on the Ist April^ 1944, and was very glad to find the honourable 
members of the Opposition trying to make it quite clear that the tax will 
begin to be levied in respect of the financial year beginning on the 1st April, 
1944. But I find that such clarification is not necessary and we need not 
make certainty doubly sure in regard to this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 3 
of the Bill, after the words “financial year” in line 2, the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

“commencing with the financial year w'hich liegan on the 1st day of 
April, 1944.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I would like to move a short-notice 
amendment with your permission at this stage. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, 1 cannot allow more short-notice 
amendments to be moved. " 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Of course, it depends entirely on your dis- 
cretion to give me permission or not; but if even before giving me a hearing 
as to what my short-notice amendment is, say that your decision is not 
to allow short -notice amendments 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should make clear that I shall discourage short- 
notice amendraent.s, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, Sir, it is one thing to discourage and 
another thing to say that you will not allow short-notice amendments to be 
moved. To say that you will not permit any short-notice amendments 
whatsoever to be moved is a very improper attitude on the part of the 
President, if I may put it so, and I submit is without any precedent in the 
history of any legislature in the w'orld. What is your opinion, Sir? Can 
1 mention the short-notice amendment or not? Do you allow* me a hearing 
regarding luy short-notice amendment or is it your determination 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, as I said before, I shall discourage sbort- 
notice amendments. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Discouraging and rigidly ruling out short- 
notice amendments are two entirely different things. Perhaps you will hear 
me now before you give your decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the short -not ice amendment that I 
wanted to move with your permission and for which only verbal notice is 
necessarj’ provided copies ol those amendments have been made available 
to the members, is the one which wus oriprinally proposed to be moved by 
Mr. Niir Ahmed, namely. No. bb. and " n which 1 feel very strongly. On 
several occasions, in connection with other Bills also ] havt* attempted to 
get this principle accepted as a part of all legislative pnx'edure in this 
province. It relates to the (piestion (»f fixation of the rates of tax .so far as 
any taxation measure is concernetl. Tlu'refore. if \oii. Sir. will alb»w me 
to move the amendment, 1 would move it. Have 1 Y<nir permissi<‘nK 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 quite see your jH)int, Mr. Kabir. 'Fhis is no new 
suggestion that you are making. In fact, you made that suggestion more 
than once and more than once the House gave its cieeision on the propo.mil 
negativing it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 would make one more attempt, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: E very time tl»e House Ims turned your suggestion 
down. So I feel no justification in allowing your short-uoticH' amendment 
and I therefore dis<aUow it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I gave notic'e of this 
amendment, but on careful cHUisideration I find that this amendment is not 
necessary, as it is alreiuly covered by the Bengjd (leneral Clauses Act, 
section dt/i?”). (Interruptions.) vSir, J find that .some gentlemen are making 
interruptions. They may take jKirticuhir pleasure in my admission that 
this amendment is unnecessary. 1 luive always bikcm the position that 1 
shall propose only tho.se amendments which 1 eonsifler neces,miry and I shall 
not be afraid or a.sliaiued in the legist to withdraw any amendment which 
subsequently appears to be unueee.ssary. So, in conceding this 1 was not 
departing from the honourable traditions of this Tlonse. With these words, 
I seek permission not to move the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y( )U do not move the amendment? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I beg to move that the proviso to clause 
3 of the Bill Ire omitted. * 

Sir, knowing fully well that the debate in ibis House is (juite unreal, 1 
am moving it as if in a dream. Still 1 shall have to point out as a matter 
of duty cterhiin things with regard to my amendment. 

This amendment eeks to bring the agricultural inc-ome of the Central 
Government or any Provincial Government within the purview of the present 
Bill. There is abs<rlutely no re^i.Hon why such agricultural income of the 
Central Government should be exempted. Bengal has suffered grievously 
under the Meston Award as compared with other provinces and as in the 
early period of British rule so in a lesser measure even now this province 
contributes the major part of the money necessary for administering Hie 
Indian Empire. In regard to export duties on jute and its ininufactures, 
the “Capital” in its jubilee number .says: — 

“These duties have yielded large revenues to the Government of India 
and in the lioom period, it was estimated that, with the revenues 
from the export duties and income and super- tax paid by jute mill 
companies, the jute industry provided more than one anna per rupee 
of the total income of the Government of India”. 

If we add to this, import duties collected in the Port of Culoutin in 
respect oi goods consumed in the province and at the same time remember 
that Bengal compared with other provinces uses a very much 
quantity of these things, the conclusion will be irresistible . 

(Central Oovarnmpnf aefores from us a disproportionate snare o i s 
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During^ this war it has been in a large measure miming the show with excess 
profits tax. When the prices of textiles ruled highest, Bengal had 
to pay roughly seventy crores of rupees per annum on this head and of this 
huge sum the greater jwrtion went to the Central Exchequer. Why should 
we then be overj^ealous in giving all sorts of concessions to the Central 
Government r* Why should our Einauce Minister be simply overwhelmed 
with grjititude tor the subvention granted to usK A cx>nsiderable portion 
of our Huflerings during last year’s famine and also now is due to the 
financial injustice perpetrated by the Centre on this province. A very large 
number of soldiers js stationed here not to defend Bengal alone but the 
whole of India. But the brunt of suffering falls on us. Our cows are being 
slaughtered indiscriminately while the neighbouring province of Bihar is 
bringing out almost every month more and more rigorous measures prevent- 
ing cow-slaughter. If cattle had to be slaughtered for the military, the 
required number should be taken from all provinces on population basis 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdnr, you are deviating from the amend- 
ment before tlie House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I am sliowing, Sir, by argument that 
the Central Government should not be exempted from this tax. The same 
is the case wilii regard to vegetables. On account of restrictions on railway 
traffic, vegetables (‘aimot come in large quantities from outsitle the province 
and tlie result is that the military with their long purses, specially the 
Americans whose privates earn Ks. 5 per diem besides food, can become 
the highest bidders and buy up the greater part of supply. While a weak- 
kneed (iovernmeiit cannot make a just representation of its case to the 
Centre, it comes before us with the proposal of exempting the Centre. We 
should imt)ose this tax to record our protest against the unreasonable 
treatment nuded out to us, if not for anything else. Why should the agri- 
cultural income of the Provincial Governments be exempted!^ Though in 
(»ur ease it will be a case of book adju.stment finally, still collections should 
be made and shown separately. 

The (kuitra! Government charges all its different departments for postage 
stjiinps though the expenses go to a common pool. The income of Bengal 
Government for its own kinds as show’ll! in the last l)udget i» given below and 
calculated on the present rate a very large figure of agriculpiral income will 
be fortlKx)tiniig. I 4im giving tlie hist Budget Estimate for llGd-dd- — 

Ks. 

(Collection from estates leii.s<*d to farmers in Chittagong 

Hill Tracts ... ... ... ... 1,60,000 

Collection from estates leased to farmers in other 

districts ... ... ... ... 10,00,000 

Collection from estates held direct by Government in 

(Chittagong Hill Tracts ... ... ... 

(Collection from estates held direct by Government in 

other districts ... ... ... 73,00,000 

Miscelluneous receipts in other districts ... ... 

Miscellaneous receipts in Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 45,000 

Miscellaneous receipts from estates held direct by 

Government in other districts ‘ ... ... 7,81,000 

Miscelhineous receipts from estates leased to farmers in 

other districts ... ... ... ... 11,000 

Receipt (including rent ot buildings) realised from 

works ... ... ... ... 3,000 

Total comes to about Ks. 93,00,000. Therefore, we find no reason to 
exempt the (J^eutral Government from the burden of this tax. 

With these words, I move my amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Ainen<lm«nt moved : that the provisjo to clause 3 of 
the Bill be omitted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to supiwrt the 
amendment. We have alreiidy included ihe Rulers of Indian Stales within 
the purview of this Bill. It was argued earlier (hat tlnnigh they have 
several sovereign or semi-sovereign rights, they would not be exempted from 
paying the tax. Now, there are three authurities which are within the 
mischief of this amendment, namely, the Central (iovernment, the Provin- 
cial Government and any looi^l authority. The (ax will be levied only on 
one condition that these authorities must earn their income witliin the 
confines of Bengal. The Central (uivernnient i.s luit deluirred fixun earning 
agricultural income by buying sonu‘ tea company shares, or by buying shares 
of the Midnapore /Aunindary ('omiKiny. With regard to a Provincial Govern- 
ment, there is nothing to delwir them from holding hinds. So far as any 
local authority is concerned, it mav lauiuh ujnm an agricultural enteiprise 
and earn some income. On the analogy of the Rulers of Indian Stales, there 
are no reasons why there sliould not he any tax on municipality, district 
l>oard or local board. If any I'rovincial Government enters into business 
of an agricultural nature, they .should wine within the mischief of the Bill. 
So, on the principle of inclusion of all persons wlio derive agricultural 
income, we have to tax every one whatever may he his position. I support 
this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir. the Provincml 
Government cannot tax tin* revenues of the ('entral (government. 1 would 
refer the honouiahle niemhers to section lad of the Government of India Act, 
193'). J do not know whether the hononralile inenihers would like me to read 
out that sei tion. It runs as follows “Projierty vi'sted in His Majest \ for 
pur{K)ses of (he Government of the Kedmation shall, save in so far as any 
Federal law may otherwise provide, he exempt irom all taxes imposed by or 
by any authority within a provinci' or hVderated State.” Then, Sir, no 
purpose would he served by taxing Croxincial G-overnmenCs own revenues. 
Thirdly, llie agrieultural income of a local authority is usualfy very small; 
and if we tax those small incomes, (lovernment will probalily have, to com- 
pensate those local hodie.s in some wa> , l»y .subventions or granis-in-aid. 
Therefore, it is better that we exclude tlie Fentral Government, the Provin- 
cial Government and loc^il l>oili(*s from th<‘ sc^ipe of (fixation under the Bill. 

Mr. LALiT CHANDRA DAS: May I rise on n jmint of information, SirJ^ 
The Ilon’hle JHiiiister just now fKiinteil out a section of the Government of 
India Act showing that the revenues of the Government of India cxiuld not 
lie Uixed. If that l>e so, tlien, why is it that the Central Government has 
been brought in here in the jirovisoV It is not necessary; the Law pivihihits 
it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : May I ask 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I iet Mr. Das’s ])oint of infotrnation be answered 
fir.st. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: We wanted to make 
it quite clear that we did not want it in the definition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Mahaknobish ! 

Ifr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, the HonTile Minister 
just referred us to section 154 of the Government of India Act, 1935; hut 
may I refer him to section 155 of the Act which says that the exemption is 
only in res]>ect of federal taxation and not of provincial taxation.^ 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: I r««l «ut (l.o whole 
section minus the proviso, namely, tliat provided that the tax that i» a reso y 
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in force sliall continue to be in force ; otherwise there is a bar to the provinces 
trying to tax the sources of Central Revenues; that is quite definite. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; One more point requires to be 
cleared up, Sir. The Hon’ble Minister said that the Bengal Government 
could not tax the items of Central Revenues. But the purpose of the proviso 
was to exclude the Government of Bengal or any other Provincial Govern- 
ment : this question has therefore not been replied to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: There are other 
Provincial Governments holding agricultural hinds and properties in Bengal. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that the proviso 
to clause d of the Bill l)e omitted. 

The question being put, a division wa.s challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYE8— 16. 


Khan Baliadtir Nazlruddtn Ahmed. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. Banarjaa. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipurfa. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 


Ral Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Ral Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOE8-~27. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Motbahuddin Ahmod. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Khan S^hlb Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzomall Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohamed Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarfco. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. O'Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Outt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 

l(i; and the Noes — 27. 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Maulana Mohamed Akram Khan. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmoo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rabman. 

Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shameuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

The Ayes — 


Order, order. The House has divided. 

The amendment is, therefore, negatived. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move: that in the proviso 
to clause 3 of the Bill, aft.er the words “local authority” in line 3, the words, 
figures and brackets “or any public institution registered under the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860 (Act XXI of 1860), or the Company’vS Act under 
any special licence of the Provincial Government” he added. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was very eager to exclude the 
Central Gk)vernment, other Provincial Governments and local authorities 
from the purview' of the Bill. Now, I w^ould request him to accept this 
amendment so that these institutions may be also excluded from the purview 
of the Bill. This amendment seeks to exempt public bodies carrying on 
agriculture neither for profit nor for charity but for educative work. An 
instance may he given. The National Council of Education in Bengal 
started a large agricultural farm at Jadavpur. It has since been occupied 
by the military. If it were not so, the farm would bring a good agricul- 
tural income and in that case the Finance Minister would take out a slice. 
My humble self darted a kitchen garden on a fairly large plot of land at 
Narayanpur Colony for the training of school boys. Unless this exemption 
is granted, all puWic-spirited attempts at improving agriculture in this 

S redominantly agricultural province will be stopped. I know the Finance 
[inister will not accept this amendment but I would request him to exclude 
these institutions which are registered. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Aiiien<im«ut moved: th»t in the proviso to clause 3 
the Bill, after the words “local authority’* in line 3, the words, figures 
and brackets “or any public institution registered under the Societies Regis- 
tption Act, 1S()0 (Act XXI of 18(H)), or the Cfunpiiny’s Act under any .special 
licence of the l*ix)vincial Government’* he atided, 

Tha HOfl*bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I see absolutely 
no reason why these registered institutions which derive iut'ome from 
agriculture should be exempted. This matter was also considered in 
another place as the honourable members are perhaps aw^are. (Khan 
Hahaclui Naziiuodin Aumkd: We are not permitted to be aware of wlmt 

g assed in the other House.) But as this Bill has come from the other 
[ouse reference to the proceedings of that House is not entirely irrelevant. 
The amendment is unsound and the reasons given by 'he honourable mover 
are unconvincing, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8: On u point of informa> 
tion, Sir. I would like to know whether the (.Calcutta University or the 
Dacca University has got agricultural property; and if so, wheth»*r the 
income derived iroin that proj>erty wull he exeludedP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; As the Hill stands, 
the Universities would not be exempted if they have assessiible incomes. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8: Would it not proper 
to exclude theml^ 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: No. vSir. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: One more point, Sir. There 
are charitable institutions and institutions of learned bodies registered under 
the Societies Registration Act. These charitable and leanied bodies are 
really bodies which benefit mankind; should they not be exempted from 
this tax y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

How does this question arise in connection with this amendments 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: 1 am afraid the 

honourable member has not read the Bill well : religious trusts have been 
cxem})te(l . 

(The inn end merit was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; The iiexl amendment is of the same 
nature as (bat moved !> my friend, Mr. Haridas Majumdar. Since that 
one was voted down l)> the House, I am not moving it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 was just going to point that out. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: 1 beg to move that in clause 3 of the 
Bill, a further proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided further that twenty-five per cent, of the agricultural income- 
tax so charged under section 3 be earmarked in eacli financial year 
for the purpose of expenditure towards the improvement of 
agriculture”. 

Sir, amendment after amendment has been moved by my honourable 
friends to my right and to my left with the object of apfilying the income 
derived from the agricultural income-tax to the improvement of agricul- 
ture, but it appears that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is opposed to any 
suggestion for improving the Bill that may emanate from this side of llic 
House. The matter does not rest there, Sir. He has also declared an open 
war by his public pronouncement that all the 497 amendments will receive 
the same treatment in his hands. So, Sir, what is the good of his occupying 
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a seat on the Treasury Bench If a fi^ramophone is placed in his place, I 
hope the result will not be different. The conduct of the Hon'ble Mr. Tulsi 
Chandra Goswami clearly demonstrates that he has been so well tied by Sir 
^aziinuddin to the machinery of the Government that he is moving round 
i( all right without any grudge whatsoever. On the one hand, he has no 
independence, no free hand in the matter, and on the other how can he 
dare face the Legislative Assembly? The plea of subvention is merely an 
eye-wash as has been clearly proved by the statement 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. 
Sir. May I refer you to amendments Nos. If), 17 and 17AP The House 
has alrt'ady decided on the subject-matter of this amendment which has just 
now been moved by Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, there is a slight difference 
between these amendments; the former batches wanted total receipts to be 
ear-marked for agriculture, whereas the present one asks only for 25 per 
cent, of the tax. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am grateful, Sir, for your 
observations. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: If tin House has 
decided that the entire ])ortion, it should not Ix' spent for tlie purpose of 
agricultural improvement, 1 think the question about a portion ol it going 
l(U‘ the improv(fmeut of agriculture does not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The previous amendment wanted that llie icveiiue 
derived from the agricultural income-tax should Ix^ solely devoted to agri- 
cultural improvement and that was not ae(‘epted. But the present anuMui- 
ment wants that 25 per cent, of the income be devot<‘d to agricultural 
income. So it is somewhat different. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Thank yon, Sir, for your kind ruling. 
'Idle Deputy President tried to come to the reseiu' of the Hon 'hie Finauee 
Minister, hut 1 am sorry his wisdom has come late. 

Now, Sir, eoming to the amendment itsell, I must hnnihly submit that 
here is a d(‘tinite and most reaMinahle proj»osal tor ear-marking 25 per cent, 
of the agricultural income for the improvement of agriculture. But it must 
be opposed because you have no majority in the Lower House. You have 
got no jirovision in the Bill for applying the inc'omc from this tax for tlic 
l)ctt(‘rnient of agriculture. Therefore, you must accept thiN ainendnnmt 
irrespective of wdiether you remain or cease to exercise \()ur constitutional 
right of silting on the other aide. You must set apart at least a certain 
percentage of the agricultural income for the im]>rovenieut of agriculture 
as has been recommended by the Floud Commission. Bengal is no huiger 
suffering from the injustice done by the Meaioii Award. She is now getting 
tw'o-thirds of the jute 'Export duty and a share of the income-tax; and 
in vi(‘w of all these einuimstaiiees, wdiy do you want to spend all the 
proceeds of the agricultural income-tax for administrative requirements? 
A portion of the lax must he utili.sed for the source from wdik'h the income 
is derived, as imposition of taxation cannot be justified without any 
corresponding benefit to the people. With these words, I move my 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 3 of the Bill a 
further proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided further that twenty-five per cent, of the agricultural income- 
tax 80 charged under section 3 be earmarked in each financial 
year for the purpose of expenditure towards the improvement of 
agriculture”. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8: Sir, I support this 
amendment. Though amendment No. 17 and other amendments by which 
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it was ought to be provided that the entire incoVie of agricultural income- 
tax will be devoted to the improvement of agriculture were turned down, 
still it is something to provide 25 per cent, as suggested in the present 
amendment. One argument we have heard very often from the Iloirble 
Finance Minister and that is that it is bad finance to ear-mark any amount 
for any particular purpose. 1 do not see how it is had finame to dt» so. 
It has not been hacked by any argument b\ the llon’hle Minister save and 
except his bold assertion. It was pointed out during the »iist‘Ussion of a 
previous amendment that it was (dearly laid down by the Fbuid {'ommission 
that when you raise agri(‘ultural income-tax, you ought to sjuuid the mt»ucy 
for agri«‘ultural improvement. Nobody can deny that agriculture in 
Bengal is in a hopeb‘ss condition and that it rtajuircs vast im]»rove- 
ment. Our leadt'r of tin* House, the Hon’ble Minister in <djarg(* 
of Agriculture, will also agree with nn* that agricuilt urc* rc'cpiires 
improvement and that again re(tuires money and Beiigal s hnance at 
present does not provide for sufficient money to im])rove agriculture*. Now, 
here is an opportunity: why not take it ^ If you do not utilise the entire* 
money out of this tax for agriculture, why not take 25 per c(‘nt. of ity Tiie 
other day my honournhle friend Khan Bahadur Momin argued that though 
tile hdoud (\)mmi^sion made a recomiii»‘ndat ion like* that, still the time* has 
changed. But how many years have elapsed since the sitting of the* Floud 
Commission — a fe*w ye*ars emly juThaps — and my friend cannot re*as(>nahly 
exjiect that legislation could he* made* in the twinkling of ati eye slmnltane*- 
enisly with the* issue of the Report of the ('ommission. This Bill may he 
said to have* heeii lirought eloscly e>u the hee*is of the h'loud fhunniission 
and it is most unjust and unfair to say that the* time has e'liangeel and 
the*i‘efore* this re'coinincndat ion of that ('ommission should not be take*!! into 
aceeuint. I submit that having regard to the* pre*s(*nt circumstance's In 
Bengal, having re‘gard to the most deidorable condition of agricnlt lire* in 
Bengal, it is n(‘cessary. 1 say imperative, that (loveunment sboubl set apart 
certain perccuitage of the agriciiltutral inee>me-tax feu' the improvement ot 
agriculture*. 1, t h(‘re*fore, whe»le-lieartedly siippeirt this ame*nil inent and I 
hope that this aniendiiH'nt would he acc-e*])ted by the* Hon'hle Minister 
though in,\ i>re*vious hope*s have* all he‘(*n disappointed. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise* to sup])cut the* 
ani(*ndn!(*nt . Althoug-h 1 should have liked to ear-mark the whole* of the* 
proce*c*ds, still I supjxut the jiresent amenchnent on a cine'stion of principle*. 
As has b(*en just now })ointe‘d euit by my honourable and learned frieuid who 
spoke before me that the heuiourable Khan Baliaciur Momin, who was a 
distinguished member of the Fleiuel Commission, has made a rather startling 
dir>clo‘^ure* that this recommendation did not really express his own mind. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: On a ])oi!it of ]>c‘rsonal e*x planat ion . 
Sir, 1 am alraid, 1 am being mis(|uoteel and niisre‘pr(*senled liy (‘very 
member on the other side. I never said that this tax should ru»t l»c« ear- 
marked for agriculture. What I said was that wc* made r(‘e()TMn!endat ion 
for agricultural tax in the Floud f 'ommission Report only because we found 
that there was no (‘hance of abolishing the zemindary system. So when we 
found that we could not get the whole bread, we tried to be* satisfied with 
half a bread. I never said that money was not required. 1 sjiid that we 
were getting much more money, in excess of the requirements. In fact, the 
Uon’ble the Agriculture Minister’s pocket is full and he does not know how 
t(> spend so much money. Therefore, this ear-marking is not very judicicius. 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar is very fond of pumpkin and he is greewing them 
in his garden but he should be more reasonable to claim that the^ income* of 
this tax should be ear-marked for agriculture alone. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, we should he cxtnmieJy 
grateful to my honourable friend for thi^ personal explanation. My 
honourable friend said the other day that he and another of his 
colleague on the Floud Commission, who is also a member of this J/oumc. 
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ft^eed to the inclusion of this recommendation for reserving the proceeds 
of agricultural income-tax for improvement of agriculture, for other 
reasons, and I then and there pointed out the al>surditv of incorporating 
anything in the report which the signatories did not mean. Sir, the other 
day I was reading a great ruling on the interpretation of Acts and written 
documents generally, in which it was said that the author of an Act or of 
a document was a person least fitted to interpret the Act or the do< uinent. 
A document should be held to mean exactly what it says and not what its 
author wanted it to mean. The test is: what the document plainly means 
and not what the author meant. Sometimes, in political give-and-take, 
we have to make concessions. Tliis is what the learned/ judge in the ruling 
said. In parliamentary assemblies or in j)()litical crnnmittees or in similar 
other places, we have frequently got to give and take and situations do 
often arise where sound and explicit draftsmanship has got to be sacrificed 
and ambiguous substitutes accepted for the j)urpose of reaching an agree- 
ment. In doing so, each party is led to think that he has gained his ])oint, 
although the compromise draft may be obscure or equivocal. In such cases 
it would not be unnatural for any of the contending parties to atteiiq)! to 
read and interpret the written document through his own })ersonal feelings 
or preconceived ideas. In the circumstances, it would not be very wise 
on the part of this House to read the Floud Commission's l{.ej)ort as the 
Khan Bahadur would want us to read, but try to find out what the rejxut 
actually means and that I think would be a safer way of ascertaining the 
mind of the Commission as a whole. As far as tlm reeoinniendation — that 
the })roceed8 of the tax should be ear-marked for agricuilture— -g(>es, it wa.s 
unanimous and great weight attaches to that recommendation. As 1 said the 
otht‘r day, every tax is unpopular; but in order to give the people some 
amount of sentimental consolation, llie proceeds should l»e reseived for 
agriculture, and, if accei)ted, it wamld make the tax le>s iini)o]>u]ar. A> 
I said the other day, greater expenditure on agric-ultu?e would enhance 
agricultural income which wdll improve tax receipts and tliese in Oieir tiiiu 
will go back to improve agriculture and so on. Thus, by action and reaction, 
the tax will improve agriculture and improved agricultuK* wo\ild (miich 
tlie I<i\che()uer. Sir, we have been hearing all the time about food 
shortage, of the “Grow-more-food'’ campaign which has been a(‘cepted as 
a national slogan; hut tlie i>ity is that enough arrangements cannot bo 
made to grow more food for the eternal shortage of funds. And today, we 
have heard the honourable Klian Bahadur asserting that there is more money 
in the pocket of the Agriculture Minister than iiis pocket ( an h(dd. It so, 
Sir, if lie has more money in his pockets than he knows bow to s])end, let 
U8 pick holes in his pockets and allow' liim to drop a few precioiK coins, so 
that W'e may try to solve some other national problems. But to be frank. 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister should be able to find work for the niouev that 
he has in his hand. IVrsonally speaking, I doubt ver\ , much whetlier the 
Minister has more money than he can .spend, it is really doing him great 
injustice to say so, for we know ver\ well that he has not enough money. 
Want (d‘ money is the cry everywhere, and, as every honourable member ol 
this House also knows, during his jire-inini.stership days the Minister for 
Agriculture was crying himself hoarse that agriculture was being starved 
for want id money and I would, therefore, reipiest tliat the assertion, that 
the Agriculture Minister lias more money in his pockets for the improve- 
ment of agriculture than he can spend, should not he fastened upon him 
and it should rather be resented by the Agriculture Minister himself. This 
small amendment has raised all these important questions. Although the 
amendment is described as a very modest one, the principle involved is 
very lar<?e and I think the Floud 'Commissiou’.s recommendations should not 
be lightly set aside. I, therefore, support the amendment whole-heartedly. 

Ilf. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, I rise to support this amend- 
ment. It is of the nature o'f a compromise between the position which we 
on this side of the House have taken up and the position which has been 
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f»pr«fieiited by the spokesmen of the Government.^ The Hon'ble Deputy 
Ptesident reierreci to ameuiimeiits 15, lii and 17 which were rejected 
hy this House, li he had cared to refresh his memory, he would 
have noticed that those amendments wante*! that the entire income derived 
from the agricultural income-tax should W devotetl for the purjiose of 
agricultural improvement. That proposiuon not conceded to by the 

party supporting the Government. In other v^urtls, it seemed to be the 
opinion of the members of the Government J*art\ tliat the entire amount 
derived from the income of this lax is not uecosarv for the agricultural 
budget and need not be ear-marked lor that purpose. That was practically 
what my honourable friend Khun Bahadur Abdul Momin bus slated, lie 
said that the situation has changed ami today the agricultural budget has 
more money than the Hon'ble Agriculture Minister knew how to spend. 
This I should say is the unkinde.st cut 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: On a point of order, Sir. 1 did not 
say that the agriculture budget has more money than the Agriculture 
Minister knew how to spend, i said that the Apnultnre Minister lias 
more money than he can sppnd. My friend Mr. Kahir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You should not interrupt th(' 
honourable member. Go on, Mr. Kabir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you. Sir. My Imnourahle friend 
Khan Bahadur Momin has not unproved tlu* po.sition h> his explanalion. 
He has said tliut the agricultural budget had mon* moiM*\ than tlu* Hon‘l)h‘ 
Minister can .spend. •] said there was more money in the agricuJt ura 1 
budget than the Hon’hle Agriculture Minister knew how to sjiemi and he 
said “more iiione\ than lie can siieiid”. 'Flic dilYcreme licre is the (lifl«>rcnce 
between tweedledum and tweedlialee. 

Sir, my honouralile friend Klian Baha<Iur Momin repeated more than 
once on the tloor of this House that tln^ Hon’lile Minister in <-liarge of' 
Agriculture lia> more nionev than he can spend. In other words, uci'ording 
to Khan Bahadur Momin, the position ^ regairding agricultun* is ^uell that 
there is more money today allotted tor the improvement of agriculture than 
can he spent on agriculture ami therefore no additionsil sum is reipiired to 
be ear-marked for that purjiose. 1 do not think J have represented the view 
of the Khun Bahadur unfairly. 1 htive tried to exjilain his jiositioii as 
clearly as possible. This represents fairly the position taken up b\ Khan 
Bahadur Momin and since he is the leader of that party, I take it that this 
is also the view of tlie party wliich lie represents. In other words, the 
party which supports the Government today places on record its deliberate 
and explicit opinion th if according to that party no special amount need 
be ear-marked for the improvement of agriculture as more money has been 
allotted in the agriculture budget than the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister 
can spend. 

Now, Sir, I want to take uj) two aspects of that statement of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur. On the one hancl, I would say that it is a failure 
of imagination on the part of the Leader of the Coalition Party; on the 
other, it is an indictment of Government of which he is a supporter. These 
two are inter-related. Regarding the charge of failure of imagination 
which 1 have brought against him, I suggest, Sir, that he is a bold man, or 
should I say a callous man, who would say that the money allotted for agri- 
culture is more than need be spent by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Agriculture. Who in this House can say that more money need not be given 
for agricultural improvement, and that the money allotted is already 
adequate? You know, Sir, from your experience that the condition of agri- 
culture in Bengal is very serious. This seriousness again ha>i difftirent 
aspects. There is no standardisation of seeds in Bengal. We find some nne 
Bpecimens of rice, but these are not standardised. Agriculturists 
go to the market and say: here is a quality of rice for which they can g e 
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tt guarantee. With regarrl to other agricultural crops also, there is no 
standardisation. This applies even with regard to jute which is one of the 
most important money crot) world, and the most important money 

crop ot the agriculturists of Bengal. One of the main difficulties of the 
agriculturist is that he cannot always supply a standardised product, lie 
is, therefore, not able to get from his agricultural produce that price which 
he could fairly obtain and demand from the world market. My honourable 
friends on my left, the membejs of the European Party, know this very 
well. One of the reasons which they often advance for not giving a better 
price for our jute is that the product is not standardised. They have to 

buy all kinds of assorted jute and pay a price which is determined by the 

lowest type of jute. Therefore, so far as agricultural improvement is con- 
cerned, there is the j)roblem of standardisation of products, of jute crop 
as w^eli as the food (“lop. 

These are all big problems and require money. Researches and experi- 
ments are necessary to standardise seeds. By researches and experiments, 
we shall have to hn<l out what kinds of seeds would flourish best in the 
conditions which obtain in Bengal. I do not know whether the Leader of 
the (Joalitiou I’arty will say that all these things have been done or whether 
he will say these things need not be done. If one of these two be bis 

Ijosition, I will not certainly further argue with him. 1 will take his 

case to be a hopeless one wdiere arguinenls will be entirely useless, I am, 
however, confident that this is not his position. His position simply is 
that tlie pres(‘ut Minister lacks the competeiu'e to carry through a construc- 
tive programme of this type. 1 am quite sure that many of my honourable 
friends, inenibers of tlo^ Coalition Party, know that these problems require 
very canful consideration from the Government and this has not iDeeii 
d(uic. 

'J’hen again, tiiere is the problem of cattle which is closely associated 
with the improvement of agriculture. It is one of the crying shames of 
our i)rovince that we have no siaiidardised type of cattle for agricultural 
purposes, or for the i)urpose of sui)pl.\ing milk. Dairies can be included 
under ilii' dtqmrliutuit of agriculture in a broad sense. Then there is poultry 
fanning which also rc<|uires improveineut. There is also the need to 
inijU'ovc tlie nature of the soil. There are als(» jirohlems of research in 
regard to dilTcrent kinds of iiiannre. The natural resources of Bengal need 
to he replenished. Thme are other important problems as well and if 1 
had further time I would go into details and state the different categories 
under which exjiiuiiuents have been carried on in other countries. Those 
countries ear-mark reveiuu‘S for certain puriioses. Notwithstanding the 
jierenitory uhiUr dicta of the IIonTile the Einance Minister, there are 
amounts whiidi are ear-marked for specific and special purposes. 

I fail to understand how' in the face of all these facts, the Einance Minis- 
ter (lui come up and say that he is against ear-marking or that it is bad 
finance. One-third of the budget which he has presented is ear-marked for 
some 8])ccific jiuiqioses. The moneys charged to the revenue of the pro- 
vince defy his dictnm and over them, neither he nor we have control. That 
is already there, ear-marked for definite purpose. If my honourable friend 
the Finance Minister really means what he says wlien he states that no 
amount should he ear-marked for any purpose whatsoever, all the amounts 
which are charged to the revenue of Bengal should be taken out of the 
budget. 1 do not think it is fair on his part to say that he does not believe 
in ear-marking money and at the same time bring before this House year 
after year budgets in wdiitdi amounts are ear-marked for specific purposes 
by charging them to the revenue of the province. Amounts are certainly 
ear-marked and T w’ould like the HoiEble tne Finance Minister to deny this. 
They are certainly ear-marked for specific purposes. He may say that he is 
helpless for he is governed by the Government of India Act, these being 
statutory provisions ; but that does not help him. It is precisely our purpose 
to make statutory provision for agricultural purposes. I may tell him that 
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All the p^blems I have mentioned require researches and experimental 
namely, improvement of seeds, staudurdisatioii of crop, breeding of cattle, 
standardisation of rattle in Bengal, dairy, poultry farm, better type of 
manure and improvement of agricultural inqdements. 

All these are matters of researt'h. a!* tliese are inattto’s of exjuudmeiit. 
It is not desirable that there should be a debate year aftt'r year on these 
matters. lor these seientifi«* inv(‘stigations, it lia<i httoi the e\'in*rienee of 
practically every country in the world that sums are t‘ur-murked . These 
amounts are not brought within the t\iriuoil and din ot (la\-lo-»la\ parlia- 
mentary warfare. Therefore, the Hon'hle Finance M iiii.ster’ would ' hr well- 
advised to accept an amendment like tlu* present oio‘ demanding that only 
25 per cent, of the tax is to he devoted to tlu‘ improvtonent ol agriculture. 
As I have stated previously, thi.s recommendation is in .lit* natnie o\ a com- 
promise between the point of view of (to\eriimenl and tin* point of \ iow of 
the Opposition. The Opjmsition wanted that the \n liole amoijnl shniild he 
ear-marked for the im jiroveinent of agriculture and I make hold to say tlial 
even if the whole amount derived from llu‘ tax is ilc\ole(l lo tin* iinprovt'* 
inent of agriculture, that would not he ade(|naie to in<‘c( tin* suggi'stions tliat 
I have made. Research on the lines that 1 have suggested, nould alone 
require more money than can he obtained from tin* (uHi e tax. If this token 
grant, if this aimuidment for stdting* aj>art oiil\ 2o jxm' e(‘nl. of tin* tax is 
ac(‘epted, then and then alone can th«‘ Hou hle Minister in charge of 
Agrienlture or tlie party \\liieh is supporting him sa\ that they n'ally and 
genuinely want to imi>rove the agriculture of Bengal; othtow ise, tlour 
professions would he mere tall talk. 

One further point. Sir, before f conclnde. It is adn)itt('d in tlie c<*nsns 
figures and I believe inv honourable fri(*nd I In* F«*ader (»f (In* Ilou-'C*, the 
Minister of Agriculture, has mor<* than once state<l on tin* floor of the 
House tliat about one-fourth of the total arahh' land in Bengal is not 
( ultivateil, alxnit one-tourth of the total <’ulturahle area in Ihuigal is still 
not under cultivation. Now, Sir, that is om* of the sc^Acrest indictments 
possible agrainst this (iovernimuit , and not only against this ( io\ ei nnoMil , 
hut also against the (fovernments that liave gone hefon*. If one-fourth of 
the total arable area of the jirovince is not under cultivation, it is tin* duty 
of the G()vernnient which take.> charge f)f the provincial administration to 
see what is the reason thereof. Wliy is it that we find that in certain artuis 
agriculture is not a i>aying profession and therefor<* the jjecjple aic rtauMl i iig 
from agriculture as a profession? AVhy is it that in certain art‘as, sjaa ially 
in Central Bengal, tliere is such deteriorat ion in the <)Uality of the soil 
that agriculturists are gradually diifting aw’ay from agriculture? It, is no 
doubt true that as a r#*sult ot the artifirdal boom irt agrieiillural prices 
during th<* last twa) y(Mis, agricult lire has hecoiiK* a y)aying j>roj»osi tiori just 
now, hut everybody knows that this is only a passing y)has(^. I u any case, 
unless steps are taken now^ for placing agriciilttin* in Bengal on a footing 
of permanent improvement, I think the Hon’lde Minister :ts well as this 
House will he certainly failing in their duty. 

Reference ha.s been made to the Floud Commission and to tlie fac t that 
the recommendation of the Commission was unanimous tli.at the proceeds 
of the tax should be devoted to the improvement of agrif ultnrc*. No 
satisfactory reply to that has yet lieen given. If the recnnnncndat ion of this 
type of expert body has to he rejected, it should he only on grounds that are 
unimpeachable. I myself am not a blind follower f>f the* Floud (ami mis- 
sion's Report, and, as a matter of fact, T do riot s(‘e eye to ey<- with 
them in some of their recommendations; but I certainly consider it my 
duty to advance cogent arguments if T do not approve of ariv of llieii recom- 
mendations. But, here, beyond .saying that the situation lias changed and 
that so much money is not now’^ necessary, and tliat the Ag j icuJtnre Mini-tfrr 
bas more money than he knows how^ to dispo.se of, wdiich T think a severe 
condemnation of the present Government coming as it does from the leader 
t'f the Coalition Party which supports the present Government, no 
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arguments haye been offered for rejecting the findings of the Floud Com. 
mission. I think Gevemment would be well-advised in accepting a modest 
amendment like the present one. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I support the amendment of m^^ 
friend Mr. Amulyadhone Ray. It is a very modest amendment and I hope 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister will see his way to accept it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I should like to clear up some misconception that has arisen in the 
course of this debate. My friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin said that 
the Agriculture Minister had more money than he could spend. As a matter 
of fact, he knew that over and above our budgeted money the Cabinet had 
san<‘tioned one crore of rupees for the purchase of bullocks and catUe for 
agricultural purposes, but we could not spend it because Bihar put a ban 
on the exportation of cattle from there and bec'ause other provinces refused 
to supply us with cattle and bullocks. So we are trying our best to meet 
the situation from the cattle av-ailable in our own province; consequently all 
the money could not be spent. The position is that w^e are determined 
to develop agriculture to its utmost capacity and we are determined to 
spend as much money as may be nec(‘ssary for any new scheme for the 
improvement of agriculture. No money will be wanting, whether it is 
ear-marked or not, for the improvement of agriculture in Bengal. That is 
the position we have taken up. 

As regards the Floud Commission, we stand by the recommendations 
of the Commission. They have recommended that the money derived from 
the agricultural income-tax vshould be sjjerit for tin* development of agricul- 
ture. We are not only determined to spend the entire income from this tax 
but much more than that. At th(‘ most we expect to get Us. )U) lakhs out 
of this tax.. But last year we s])ent Us. lot) lakhs on agriculture and this 
year we have budgeted for spending Rs. Idd lakhs; but over and above 
that we have allotted one (uore of rupees for the purchase of cattle and 
bullocks and we have sanctioned more money for other schemes, which will 
come up before the House in (‘oniUM'tion with the Supplementary Budget. 
So the (jiiestion of ear-marking this small amount does not arise. This is 
our position. With these words, 1 oppose this amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, are w'e to understand 
tdiat the Hon’ble Minister’s view is this : that not only he would aj)j)ro- 
priat^ the entire income of the agricultural income-tax but something 
much moreP If so, we expect that he accepts the principle of the amend- 
ment — 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We accept the spirit of the Floud Commission Report. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. President, I 
have very little to say after what has fallen fr(}m the Leader of the House. 
The House has rejected the principle of ear-marking the proceeds of a 
particular tax for a particular purpose, and if the ear-marking of the whole 
of the proceeds of a tax is bad, ear-marking a portion of it is worse. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, the dimculty created 
by the Hon’ble Minist-er, Agriculture 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order, I think you have spoken more than 
once Khan Bahadur . 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, it is an important 

point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, I cannot allow this point to be 
disotissed. 
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Kim Bahadur NAZI RUD DIN AHMAD: Sir, things should be made 

more clear otherwise it could not be followed. The Hon’ble Minister for 
Agriculture has creafeil some amount of diffirulty in the way of the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister 

MTb PRESIDENT; Order, order In explaining things w’c some- 
times create confusion and let us take it that this is a case of confusion. 

The question before the House is: that in clause ,‘1 of the Bill, a further 
proviso be added, namely: — 

FroOded further that twenty-five per cent. of the agricultural 
income-tax so charged under section d be earmarkt'd in, each 
financial year for the purpose of expenditure towards the improve- 
ment of agriculture.’* 

The question being put. a division was challenged and taken with tho 
following result : — 


AYES—n. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravertf. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chaudhury. 
Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. O. «l. Cohen. 

Mrf. L. P. Dutt. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

The Hon. Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotaln. 


Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


Mr. dLatafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossaln. 

Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 
Mr. W. B. Q. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 
Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


Mr- PRESIDENT; Order, order. Tbe House has divided, ^'lie 
“Ayes” — 12; the “Noes” — 25, The amendment is, therefore, negatived. 

Khsn Bshfldur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, may I mention a matter 
in which we are interested? 


Mr* PRESIDENT' Not at this stage, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Some of my friends who 
are deeply interested in the matter 

Mr- PRESIDENT; Not at this stage, Khan Bahadur, hut you may 
mention it at the end of today’s business. 

Khm Bah^ur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The matter will take some 
few minutes, Sir. 

, PRESIDENT; I^t us proceed with our business and then we 

shall listen to you. If it takes some time, we will sit some time longer to 
hear your proposal. I will now put clause 3. 

Clause 3. 

The question before tbe House is: that clause 3 stand pari of <hc BUI, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 4, 

Tbe question is that clause 4 stand part of tbe Bill, 
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Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMOAR: With your peTOission, may I move 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji’H amendment No. 60A? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no, that has been disposed of. You c^n’t 
move it. You move your own amendment. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I bepr to move that in clause 4 of the 
Bill all the words befjfinninj; with “includinfr any local cess’' in lines 4 and 
5 and ending* with “respectively” in line 7 be omiited. 

Sir, this is a very logical amendment and it does not reriuire any 
explanation. So 1 hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister will accept in ioto 
the amendment. AVith these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in clause 4 of the Bill, 
all the w’ords beginning with “including any local cess” in lines 4 and 5 
and ending with “respectively” in line 7 be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. President, it 
has been held by the Patna High Court that “cess” is an agricultural 
incomt^. Hence it is desirable to bring this provision into the Bill. The 

i )rovi8ion, how’ever, does not aff<'ct the assessee adversely. This clause 
ays. dow’n the manner of cub'ulating the agricultural income without 
producing any advei'se effect on the assessee. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (jncstion before the House is: that in clause 
4 of the Bill, all the words beginning \yith “including any local cess” in 
lines 4 and o, and (uiding wdlb “rcs])ectivc]y” in line 7 be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 beg to move that in clause 4 of the 
Bill, after sub-clause (n) the following lunv sub-clauses be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(on) any recei])ts of agricultural income wbich are of a casual and 
non-recurring nature. 

{ana) any agricultural in('ome whicb may be recoived after the 
(‘oniinemaunent of this Act but which accTued. liecamc due or 
is otherwise related to a period earlit‘r than the ]>revious year 
to the y<‘ar (Miding the dlst March, lf>45.” 

Sir, this is a reasouabh‘ amendment wdiicb will improve the Bill to a 
great exttuit and h'uve out those incomes which should not be included in 
the assessable iriconu*. So it is reasonable and should be accepted. 
Although I know it is useb^ss to advam'e any reasonable argaiment for the 
acceptance of a very reasonable amendment, I have moved it in the hope 
that Hon’ble Finance Minister may be induced to accept it. With these 
words, 1 move my amendment, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in clause 4 of the Bill, 
after sub-olause (a) the following new' sub-clauses be insei*ted, namely: — 
any receipts of agricultural income which are of a casual and 
non-recurring nature. 

(amt) any agricultural income wbich may be received after the 
commencement of this Act but which accrued, became due or 
is otherwise related to a period earlier than the previous year 
to the year ending the ‘list March, H>45”. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: Mr. President. Sir, I 
support this amendment which really seeks to clarify the provision wdth 
regard to income that is proposed to be taxed. The first part of this amend- 
ment is to exclude any receipts of agricultural income which are of a casual 
md non-recurring nature. With regard to this, it is well known that this 
s not regarded as an income. We know that in the Indian Income-tax 

let there is a clear provision to exclude any income of that nature. In this 
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Bill the Governiuent have not couaidered the case from that point and they 
want to include local cesses, education cesses. But the Hon'ble Minister 
has just now stated that it w’ould not matter much because under section 0 
they have granted some allowance and that the a>sessce will not be in the 
least affected by this clause. In this connection, 1 may bring to the notice 
of the Hon’ble Minister that in any taxing enactment it >houid always he 
carefully stated which are the incomes and which are the receipts W’hich 
should not be considered as income. If you do not insert a clause like 
that, it will be an unusual thing and the assessing officer will not be able 
to exclude them. I'or example, a man purchases a properly lu the begin- 
ning of the year and then alter some time for some reason or other he sells 
it at the end of the year, not to make a bargain o\er it, m>t to make a traile 
of buying and selling, but for some jiersonal necesMi\ ami by ibis trans- 
action he may have got lis. 5,(HK) to Its. 10, IKK). Now, mil ess you exenijit 
all such things, there w'ould be hardship on th<‘ pan of the assessees. 
I, therefore, submit that his amendmeut is very reasonable and sliould be 
accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr President, I 
have carelully considered this amendment and I shall deal with the two 
parts of the amendment separately. Kegarding the lirst part, in view of 
the elaborate definition of agricultural income in the Pill, excmpliou of 
casual receijits is utiiioccssary . Any income which is agricultural income 
should be taxed, whether it is received regularly or at intervals. Por 
example: (1) rents not collected troin >ear to year or tht‘re being 

occasional defaults, {'^) laud not \iel<ling t'rojt c\cry year it being neces- 
sary to kfcH^p it fallow at intervals, (d) agi iiMiltiiral income derived from 
land subject to occasional alluvion or ililiivion and so on. 

As regards the second part, the Bill seeks to tux agricultural income 
received and not agricultural income accrued. It woulil, tbeielore, b(‘ 
unfair to adopt the accrual basis for purposes of exinnption. 

Por these reasons, J liavc to oppose the amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Now that this amendment 
has been disposed of, may I mention the matter, Sirr' Besides, it is just 
5 o’clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Tonight there is a religious 
festival of the Muhammadans, called Sliabe-Mcraj. (Somk uemhkr.s : 
Tonight or tomorrow' night?') 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There seems to be a difference of opinion about 
the date. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, tonight. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: There is the great authority 
of the Leader of the House that it is taking place Umight. The ceremony 
requires us to keep up the whole night. As a holiday has been granted to 
the members of the Hindu community on account of a flindu festival, I 
think Wednesday sliould be observed as a holiday in the interest of the 
Muhammadan community. 

Mr.. PRESIDENT. Khan Bahadur Sahih, T have no objection 
maintain the communal ratio in this matter, but it all depends on your 
Muslim colleagues here. I w'ould like to hear the views of the header ot 
ihe House. 
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Kh« tahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Of course, there are some 

Muhammadans in this House who do not want the holiday and it is not 
our fault. We who belong to a certain section of the Muhammadan 
community demand that Wednesday should be a holiday on account of 
our festival. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The Assembly oihce is 
closed tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It 

is a religious ceremony which is observed at night only, Sir, I do not 
think, therefore, that it is absolutely necessary that we should close to- 
morrow. 

Mr. HUM A YU N KABIR: Is the Government opposing this? The 
Leader of the House has not expressed any opinion on the matter. 

It is not absolutely necessary he has said, but he does not say whether 
there should be no sitting tomorrow. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: The position is this: we have Government business 
now before the House; therefore it is for the Government to suggest 
whether there should be a holiday tomorrow or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir, let him say so. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUZAMMUDDIN H08AIN: I 

think Government does not want a holiday. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Then, does he oppose it? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It seems ti> be so; so I am afraid Khan Bahadur, 
I cannot help you. 

The House stands adjourned till 3 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 19th July, 
1944. 


MEMBER8 AB8ENT. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
July, 1944: — 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Huinayun lieza Ohowdhury. 

(5) Mr. K. K.‘ Dutta. 

(G) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohammad Jan. 

(8) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(9) Mr. N, N. Mukherji. 

(10) Mr. B. 0. Mukherji. 

(11) Mr. R. S. rurssell, 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Mr. K. C. Rov Chowdhury. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(15) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukder. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44— No. 62. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Jluihling, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the J9th July, 1944, at J p in,, being the sixty- 
second day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to .section of the 

Government of India Act, 19.95. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Ahdui. Hamid ('HOWDUuny , J.r.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 

Cheap grain shop at Kandi. 

212. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies ])e]>artment be ple«4.sed to .stjite — 

(r/) whether it is a fact that there are about 20,000 people residing within 
the munici|)al area in the Kandi siilxlivision in the Midnapore 
district ; 

(h) whether it i.s a fa(‘t that there is only one Government Grain Supply 
Dept)t wheifOrom only 10 maund.s of rice are distributed at (am- 
trolled price daily ; and 

(c) whether coni])laints have reached him about the inadecjuacy of the 
quantity supplied? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr, H. S. Suhrawardy) * (< 1 ) According U> the Cen.su.s of 1941, 

the j)Opulatioii of the Kandi Municipality is 10,052. 

(h) Tliere was a cheap grain shop which ufjed to 8up]>ly 1,150 persona 
with foodgrains at the rate of 1 seer per head j)er day. 

(c) No. 


Standard cloth for ilessore. 

213. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Will the HonHde Minister in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the quantity of the standard cloth despatclied to the district of 

Jessore with a statement of the quantity sent to each subdivision; 

(b) the date of the despatch and the quantity already sold in each sub- 

division ; 

(c) the names and full addresses of the persons in whose favour permits 

were issued for standard cloth in the subdivision of Bongaon; and 

(d) the principle on which standard cloths are being sold? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) and (b) During 
1943, 56 bales of dhuty (9 yards x 39 inches) and sharee (10 yardi*x44 inchet^J 
154 
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were receired for the whole of the dietrict of Jeseore. These bales were 
despatched to each of the subdivisions between the 20th May and 3rd 
September, 1943. A further consignment of 13,348 pairs (dhuty) and 36,100 
yards (grey shirting) were received hy the retail dealers of this district 
during the last week of November and in December, 1943, from the Khulna 
Reception Centre. A statement showing receipt and disposal by sale from 
May to December, 1943, is laid on the Table. 

(c) (1) Rai Sahib Hazarilal Pramanik, Cloth Merchant, post office Gopal- 
nagar, Jessore; (2) Munshi Quorban Ali, Cloth Merchant, post office Bongaon, 
Jessore; (3) Babu Hazarilal Singha, Cloth Merchant, post office Bongaon, 
Jessore; (4) Babu Krishnadas Haidar, Cloth Merchant, post office Benapole, 
Jessore; and (5) Babu Surendra Nath Kundu, Cloth Merchant, post office 
Mohespur, Jessore. 

(d) In order that the cloths might reach the poorer classes and the most 
deserving among them lists of pauper families who are not assessed to union 
rates, are prepared by the Presidents of the union boards and are scrutinised 
by the Circle Offic(irs, Special Officers, Subdivisional Sui)ply Officers, 
Assistant Inspectors of Jute Regulation on the basis of union records. Each 
wholesale dealer is allotted a number of unions for retail distribution, as also 
a number of sub-dealers. 

The families finally selected are given permits for purchase from the 
selected dealers and the sale is supervised by the above officers. For proper 
identification of the persons selected, a representative of each union board 
is asked to remain present during the hours of sale on fixed days. 



Statement referred to in reply to question No. 213 of standard cloth, shoudng receipt and disposal from May to December, 194S, 

up to 31st December f 1943. 
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Rttliaf work at Purbadhair. 

214. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether in the 
village of Purbadhair and in the Purbadhair union in the district of Tippera 
(police-station Muradnagar), there has been any relief committee formed? 
If 80 , who is the President thereof and how many sittings it had? 

Oj) Are the (iovernrnent aware that there are many hhadralog middle 
class families almost landless and many Muslim and Hindu labouring x)eople 
who are starving in that union? Do Government propose to cause a list to 
be prepared of them and send relief to them without further loss of time to 
prevent deaths from starvation? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be jjleased to state what steps have been' 
taken to give relief to those people? 

(d) Do Government propose to undertake test relief work and engage the 
labourers in that union? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) A union relief ^mmittee 
with Maulvi Siddiqur llahaman as Chairman for the Purbadhair union, and 
a village relief committee wdth Babu Raman i Mohan Das as President for 
the village Purbadhair were formed. Each committee had seven sittings. 

(h) A list of deserving persons including landless bhadmlogs wm 
prepared. 

(c) Gruel kitchens were oi>ened in 5 different centres of ilie union, but 
they were closed down with the harvesting of j)addy, as tlie attendance of 
destitutes at the kitchens began to fall off. 

(d) No, since labourers w^ere not available for w'ork at the test relief rates 
of wage«. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the test relief wages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certainly, I am not able to 
give any definite reply today; but test relief w^ages w^ere low'er than those 
of agricultural wages. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Have you any idea what the test relief 
rates are, generally? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir; the test relief rates 
vary. v 

8hootmg in the Dacca Jail. 

215. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that the ex-Chief Minister, Mr. Fazlul Huq, promised 
to enquire into the shooting in the Dacca Jail; 

(h) if it is a fact that the said enquiry never took place in spite of 
repeated demand from the Bengal Legislature and the Press; 

(c) if the Government propose to hold an enquiry into the serious affair, 
regarding the shooting in the Dacca Jail in the interests of public 
confidence and future security; and ' 

{d) if not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): I have already made it clear that I do not 
consider myself bound to implement any promises made by my honourable 
predecessor in office. Nor am I prepared to re-open the matter after such 
a lapse of time. 
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Supply of fooilstuffs to the familiee of seameii and sailors. 

216. Mr. NUR AHMED: («) Will the ITon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Civil Supplies Department be pleasrd to state if it is a fact tbsit the 
Government of India have drawn tbe special attention of the Government of 
Bengal to average supplies of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life to the 
family members of seamen and j^ulors in especially in Chittagong? 

{h) If so, have the Government of Bengal made any special arrangement 
in Chittagong for supply of foodstuffs aiul other necessjiries of life to the 
families of seamen and wulors in Chittagong? 

(c) If not, why not? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {a) Yes. 

(h) Gtovernment issued instructions to District ()tfi(*.ers, imduding District 
Magistrate, Chittagong, to pay special attention to the needs of families of 
seamen and to make supplies available to them Iroiu the resources at hie 
disposal. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the llon’lde Minister he i>h\jiHed to sUite if 
special attention has been paid to the needs of the families of seamen and 
sailors after the issue of the instructions? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY : I believe so. Thm time no 
families of seamen and sailors have lH>en given special canls from which to 
draw ration. 


Export of paddy from Tamiuk. 

217. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies I)e|Nirtment he plejised t/o state if 
his attention has been drawn to the ftitd tlwit in the Nandigram polirnv 
station, Tamiuk subdivision in the MidnaiH>re district, there luis been failure 
of crops in the present ye^jir resulting in insufficient supply of foodstuffs in 
the tuitire subdivision? If so, will Ih> be pleased to sUile if he proiM>Ke8 to 
stop exporting paddy from this subdivision? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There has been a pirlial 
failure of crops in parts of Naiidigmra poliee-sUition. It cjannot be said 
that this fwirtial failure of crops has resulted in an insufficient supply of 
foodstuffs in the entire subdivision of Tarnluk. 

Steps, however, hi. ' c already been taken to stop exporting paddy from 
the Tamiuk subdivision. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRi^ MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
he pleased to state from what date to what date this reply relates? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The present position is tliat 
we have stopped exporting paddy. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is it a fact that it relates to September, 
1943 ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir; the export has been 
stopped for some time past and it still continues to be so. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: As regards the paddy 
which is in stock there already, will the Hon’bie Minister be pleasecl to state 
whether it is enough for the maintenance of the whole subdivision.^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is a certain amount of 
paddy within the subdivision, but Government have also stocked 
Government will release it and at the tame time import more pao y 
necessities demand. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minist^be phased to state 
the date from which the export from this area w»s stopped • 
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Th0 Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Government exported certain 
amount at the beg:inninj;f of the season. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Wliat monthP 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I cannot exactly recall at the 
present moment. I believe we passed orders stopping it some time in the 
month of March. 


Free kitchens in Chittagong. 

218. Mr, NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the (hvil Supplies Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that all the 
free kitchens in Chittagong have been stopped to the great suffering of the 
poor people? 

(h) If not, how many free kitchens and in what thanas have been stopped 
in (/hittagong up to P'ebruary, 1944, and how many kitchens in 1943, and 
why? 

(c) Is it a far^t tluit rice is still being sold in some thanas, such as, 
Hathazari, Jloalkhali, Ihitiya, Uanchlais and Double-Moorings, etc., at ij 
to IJ seers a rupee in the black markets? 

(d) If HO, what steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal to 

? ive alternative relief to the poor and the destitute in those areas where 
re(* kitchens have been sto])j)ed and also for the supply of rice and other 
foodstuffs, at the controlled rates at Chittagong? 

(e) Do the Government propose to introduce full rationing in Panchlais 
and Double-Moorings thanas of Chittagong? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: (a) No. 

(h) 577 free kitchens were stopped up to February, 1944, in the thanas 
Rouzan, Ranguiiia, Satkania, Banskhali, Fatikchary, Hathazari, Kotw^ali, 
Sitakimd, Merssari, Chakaria, Kutubdia, Maiscal, liamu, Ukhia and 
Teknaf. 

No kitchen was stopped in 1943. 

As conditions had improved, kitchens were rej)laced by w'ork houses to 
oiKtourage industry and discourage mendicancy. 

(c) The price of rice is between Rs. 30 — >32 per rnaund. 

(d) Rationing is going to be introduced very soon for non-agricultural 
poor peo})le in tlnvse areas'. It has started in Fatiya and Boalkhali from 
February, 1944. 

(e) Bulk rationing in these areas has been going on since Aj)ril, 1943. 
Mr, H ARID AS MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer {If), will the 
IloiCble Minister be pleased to shite how maiiyVork-houses have been opened 
in 1944 in place of the kitchens closed? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am glad to be able to 
correct a certain statement which I made some time ago wdien I said that 
there were some 10 major work-houses and alwut 100 or 120 minor w^ork- 
houses. Actually there are 200 or so w’ork-houses. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
stato how many of them are major ones and how many minor? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are 16 large work- 
houses and about 200 small work-houses. 

High price of rice at Dacca. 

218. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that halam rice is now' selling at Rs. 18-8 per maund at 
Dacca as reported by Associated Press from Dacca, April 9, 1944; 
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(b) if 80 , whether this is not against Price Control Order issued by the 

Government ; and 

(c) what steps Government intend to take to prevent such acts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWilftDY: (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes, in regard to wholesale transactions only. 

(c) Steps are being taken to place on the market stocks of Government 
rice which are available in the areas concerned, and it is hoped that this will 
automatically bring down the price level. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEES Will the IW ble Minister 
be pleased to state the price at which rice is selling in Dacca this ’week? 

Tho Hofi’bis Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS I do not know, Sir; but I 
know that the price is on the decline. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the price of rice yesterday in Diicca was Us. IG per maund, which 
is more than the controlled rate? 

Tha Hon*blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. I conshler that fwitisfuctory 
for this time of the year. 


High price of rice. 

220. Mr. HARiDA8 MAZUMDAR. ^Vill the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

ia) it liis attention has been drawn to the neWvS appearing in a daily 
(-alciitta puj)er that rice in Rajyerthana //at in Madaripur sub- 
division, at Gossain //at, Dingamanik, Tongibari //at, liauhajang 
Bandar is being sold at higher price than the controlled pri(;es, 
in some ( uses beyond Us. 25 per maund ; 

(b) if it is a fact that after the announcement of a reduced new price 
scale in Bengal, rice has become scarce in many /i/its of the 
Province ; 

(r) what is the price of rice prevailing at this time of the year 1942; 

{d) what are the reasons for this abnormal rise in prices in spite of a 
bumj>er crop this year; and 

(e) what steps the Government propose to take to meet this serious 
situation? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UI^RAWARDY : (a) According t/o reports 

received from loc^al officers, the retail prices of ri(*e have ranged between 
Us. 17-2 and Us. 19 in the Madaripur subdivision and between Us. 18-12 and 
Us. 19-4 in the Munshiganj subdivision during the fortniglit, 5th to 19th 
April, 1944. 

(h) Government have no information of any such general scarcity. 

(c) The ])rovincial average price of coar.se rice during Ai)ril, 1942, was 
Us. 5-5. 

(d) Ui-ses in prices have been purely local in character and were due to 

\ speculators or temporary local shortages caused by transport 

difficulties. The general trend in prices has, however, been downwmrds. 

(e) In deficit areas, Government is placing on the market stocks of 
liengal aman rice at Us. lG-4 retail and stocks of imported rif^e at t*veii 
cheaper prices. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of an.swer (d), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken 
to keep down the activities of the speculators or black-marketers in these 
places ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: At the proeent moment r <Jo 
not think that much speculation is ^oin^ on, A certain amount o ra e 
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traiiHactions is takinj^r place and these have told upon the market and have 
brought down the jirice. As a matter of fact, although we have flooded 
the whole of Dacca and Feni with our own rice — with Government rice — 
ell (iovernment rioe are at present held in stock and there is ver 5 ' little 
oft'take. It <ipr>ears, therefore, that there is rice flowing into the market in 
quantities sufficient lor the people — but I am still keeping that rice in 
stock. As a matter of fact, we are opening up a hirge number of places for 
stocking and keeping rico so as io make it available for the people should 
the jiresent availability fail ^he people in the general market. 

Mr. ^UMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the price of rice at present in these are^, as the figures given 
by him refer to the month of April? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is much below that in 
many mses. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what 
is the mice of rice at Drestmt in these areas, as the figures given by him 
reler to tne moniii oi April? 

Th6 HOfl’bIs Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is much below tliat. 

Mr. HUMAYUH KABIR. What is the price of rice in Madaripiir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is difficult to say precisely 
at this time. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please erujuire 
why pe<iple are not tjiking Government rice ev.eii where it is available? Is 
it because of the inferior quality of the rice or because it has deteriorated 
beyond the suitability of consumption? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Obviously, this matter is 
alw^ays under enquiry and it has been our policy to see that the quality of 
rice is maintained. There is constant delerioiMition and therefore constant 
examination by us. The rexison why people are not purchasing our rice is 
that they are able to purchase at the local market local rice wdiich they 
appreciate more than foreign rice and at coiujuditive prices, so that if a 
man can get Barisal Balam rice at the local market at a little higher price, 
they w'ould prefer that to the Central Provinces or Sind rice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it a fact that people Avere asked to 
purchase hajra if they w^^mted to purcliase Government rice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 believe that was only for a 
short time, a A^ery short time. Such an order w'as passed for the purjAose of 
stimulating the use of hajra and t^) make it familiar to the local people hut 
that w’as for a short time only and the orders have now been w ithdraAvn. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The order has been withdnnvn? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Iloirhle Minister 
please cxnisider the desirability of releasing the entire Government stock of 
rice in the district of Dacca for side at a lower price st) that it might not 
he destroyed or damaged txtusiderably ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: I have no desire to put that 
rico in the general market, Sir. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Hon hie 

Minister consider hajra a suitable substitute for rice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I consider hajra as a flrst 
class substitute except for the hhadralogs, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’hle Minister please state 
whether the rice which is held in stock by Government is not continually 
deteriorating as a result of such stocking? 
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TIm Hon'ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It i.s l>oun<i to (i«>teriorot« 
under ntituml causes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In that rtse, will (ioveruiuent consider the 
advisability of releasinpf this rice in ojder to further briiig down the priced 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: When the time comes, 1 
shall do so; but this is not the time. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Ihxs the Hon'ble 
Minister jiei 'vonally {>refer /uijra to rice for his own consumption ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is always the ditneulfv 
of answeriniT^ a personal (ine'^tion; but, Sir, .sometimes 1 associate myself with 
the hhadralog classes. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister please «t«te 
the reason w^hy he should not consider the advnsiibility of releasing (lovern- 
meiit rice in the market to bring down the price to the level of the prices 
prevailing in all the districts of Bengal, so that they cqui at least jmy s<une 
respect to their i-ontrolled price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Beiause 1 do not want to 
depreciate tmr stocks of rice there. With gn‘-at dithculty we have built up 
our stock and we are piocuring and building up st-ocks, for I do not kjtow' 
when there will In* a scarcity. If there is shorUige of locutl lalwiur or if from 
any otlier (QUise scarcity apj)ears, then we should have a st^ick in hand to 
put on the markets. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
pleivse state the policy of Government in keeping stocks of rice in the distrit't 
of Dacca and not reb»<ising the sjime vvlnm rice is not available at controlled 
prices in the market and thus bring it on a {xir with them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am afraid, i have been 
misunderstood. If \ou ask me why I am not placing it at cheaper mte in 
tile market to bring down the price, then a.s regards that there are (iovern- 
ineiit stocks elsewhere 4ind retiiiilers liave rice in their iMJssession and they 
are available for any one against ration (%ards which have been distrihut<*d 
to the people. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: That is so far as the nilioned area is 
concerned. But wliat alxiut the areas whore ration system Inis not been 
introduced? l^i not (Jovernment think it pjoper to udease this siock to 
the.'ic areas so that pcujde may liave some resjiect for IIh* control price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 n.sir net ions have been issued 
to ration the wliole of the Dacca ilistrict including all the rural areas — 
particularly in areas affected last year. Arrangemenl.s have been made in 
pursuance of th-o.se instructions to ration every part of the rural ana of 
Dacca. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When do you expect the arrangements 
to be completed and be in operation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They are complete and in 
operation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fad tluit at 
Dacca Government supplies of rice are not being obtained by the M^iballa 
Committees in vdew of the bad quality of the rice to which notice was drawm 
of the Hon’ble Minister on many occasions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This, Sir, is » v^r.v vor^y 
story. There was a period of time w^hen Mahalla Omiiuitlee wouhi tio a 
rice from Government siocks complaining of the had 

could not sell it to consumers. On the other hand, the ^ them, 

anxious to take their stocks which they could not make av 
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We decided to release eome inferior quality rice in the market at a Tery 
cheap rate and that rice was put on the market and was welcomed by the 
consumers. Therefore, whtTe the Mahalla Committees did not take our 
stocks and make it available to the consumers, we have opened stores where 
we have made this inferior quality of rice available for the consumers. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it not a fact that 
the rice stocked in the Government godowns is of inferior quality and unfit 
for human consumption? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is not a fact. That is 
part of a mischievous propaganda. 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state 
what is this (dieaper rate at which he is placing rice in the market? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: That depends on the quality. 
For instance, at Dacca we have placed inferior quality rice on the market 
to be sold at Rs. 8 per maund, and in 7 other places we are pkicing inferior 
quality rice at Its. 11 per maund. But the rice considered to be A grade 
rice, the price of that we have not reduced. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Has the rice fixed 
to be sold at Its. 8 been supplied to the Mahalla Committees for distribution? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not certain ^ilvout that. 
But the Mahalla Committees non-co-operated with the local authorities at 
that time. In any event, it was taken up readily by the peo])le of Dacca 
and the entire stocks disappeared. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it not a fact that 
the C-entral Relief Committee of Dacca met the IJon’ble Minister and some 
of the representatives of the Government to complain almut the quality of 
rlbe an<l to reejuest them to supply better quality of rice for the consumption 
of the people? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Insteaid of asking for 
information you are supplying it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether this ric^ offered at Rs. 8 a maund has all been taken up? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Have the Government accepted the principle 
of gnidation of lice and fixing prices for different qualities of rice? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, long ago. We are 
sending officers down for the purp{)se of grading rice and we are trying to 
sell A gr4ide rice at market rate. Inferior quality rice we are trying to sell 
at a iMHiuced rate and if we find there* is a sliortage of supply, we will release 
our reserve stocks. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will this principle of gradation be applied 
to the wliole of Bengal, as has been done in Dacca? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, to the whole of Bengal. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Has it been applied to Calc\itta? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Not yet, Sir. I am trying 
to put various grades of rice into the Calcutta market, but as the rice sold 
in Calcutt^i markets is whole.some and good, the best (juality of rice is being 
sold at a higher rate than in the muffasil. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May I enquire whether the 
superior quality of rice has been relevased in the markets in the Presidency 
Division ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: So far as I can say offhand, 
this rice has not been released in the Presidency Division. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR* Has the question of releasing graded rice in 
Calcutta been taken up, and if so, at what price? 
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The Him’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Orders were issiie<i long ago, 
but I believe that it will be put into practice within a short time. 

Teitders for the Presidency, Centrel and Dum Dum dills. 

221. Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether there is a rule 
that tenders for the supply of food to the jails has to be accepted within 14 
days of the submission of sucli tenders by contractors? 

(h) Is it a fact that one Mr. B. N. (luha submitted such tenderisi for the 
Presidency, Centra^ and Dum Dum .laih in December, 194‘1? 

(c) Is it a fact that the tenders were ac(‘epted after more than three weeks 
in violation of the rule referred to above? 

(d) Will he i)lease state what was the rate offered in the tender and the 
rate at which the contract was accepted? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Oi) D is specified inviting 
such tenders that the rates offered therein must stand for at least two weeks 
from the date of opening the tenders. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(J) A statement is placed on the Table. 

SUitvinent referred to in r^epli/ to qnenfion A’o. 

A. Rales offered by Messrs. B. N 

Ttomfl. 


. (liilui A ('<)., in their ttmder : — 

For I'lih'uttrt JhiIh and 
Dinn Dviin (V'ntrul Jail. 


Rod pumpkin 
WTiite pumpkin 
Lov'ka 

Mukhi knehoo 
Urmjal 
Ratldish 
On iiliflowor 
Cabbage 
Fatal 
Kakrol 
Green pnpita 
GrfH*n plantain 
Vchhe and karalla 
Jhinga » 

Peas 
Beans 

Ladies finpor 
Dhudnl 
('uf’utnher 
Knot khol 
Sweet potatA 
(Uochinga 
}ieet 
IManpold 
T omato 
('arrot 
Turmp 
Squash 
Falong sag 
Other sag 
Freneh beans 
Potatoes 
Pona fish 
Cut pona fish 
Bata and sorts 
Koi and magur 
HiUha 

Mutton (1st class) 
Goats’ liver 
Suet 


9 8 |>er nmund. 

» H „ 

» 0 „ 

9 8,. 

10 0 

0 0 „ 

17 H „ 

19 8 „ 

17 8 „ 

15 8 

12 8 .. 

12 0 
17 8 „ 

16 H „ 

15 8 „ 

12 8 „ 

15 8 „ 

12 8 „ 

16 8 „ 

17 8 „ 

22 8 „ 

12 H „ 

50 0 „ 

15 0 „ 

45 0 „ 

50 0 

40 0 „ 

10 8 „ 

10 0 „ 

17 8 

21 10 „ 

39 10 

1 M j>f*r seer. 

\ H „ ,9 

3 12 „ .. 

0 14 ,9 99 

S7 8 fx^r ttmund. 
j 12 fx»rs<wr. 
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B. The items for which the contract was accepted at the abovementioned 
tendered rates — 

For Presidency, Alipore Central and I>um Dum Central Jails: — 

Mukhi Kachuj cabbage, patal, kakrol, peas^ ladies finger, French beans, 
pona fish, ciit-porw, hata and sorts, koi and magur, hilsha^ mutton 
and goats’ liver. 

For Alipore Central Jail only (in addition to the above items), knol khoL 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN : With reference to answer (h), will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleosed to state whether this Mr. B. N. 
Gului was offered a contract before this? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. Sir. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: With regard to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state after how long these tenders were 
acce])ted? Was it after 3 weeks? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Within a very short time, 
a day or two, I suppose, it was not in any case more tlian a week. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Then it was accepted shortly after- 
wards ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: With regard to answer (d), has the 
Hon’ble Minister satisfied himself that the rates offered by this contractor 
were not higher than the prevailing market rate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am making enquiries, and 
have asked the Inspector-General of Prisons to submit a report. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: With reference to answer (</), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether all the items included in the 
stntenu'iit referred to cover the items supplied by this contractor or there 
were more and different items? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many tenders were received ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. Sir. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this Air. B. N. Guha has been given this contract on behalf of a Parliamentary 
Secretary ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is the first time that I 
have heard of it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly enquire 
into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly, if there is any 
justification. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
state whether the items which were not mentioned in item B of the statement 
have already been accepted from Mr, B. N. Guha? And if so, at what 
mtes? The Hon’ble Minister has stated about other items. Were those 
items accepted from Air. B. N. Guha? And at what rates? 

ThO Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is obvious from the reply 
that the other items were not accepted from Mr. B. N. Guha. 



•Ir. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is that obvious? I sliould think it is not. 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: I sl.ouhi think so. 


Security prisonera Srijut Rabindra Nath Sifcdar and Srijut Mohit Mohan 

Moulik. 

222. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : {a) Will tho 

Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Home Depiirtment be pleased to state 
whether any allowance lias been granted to security })risoners Srijut Rabindra 
Nath Sikdar and Mohit Mohan Moulik wh(» w’ere arrested and detained at 
Jalpaiguri? Are tliey still in tiie Jalpuiguri .Jail or have they been 
transferred elsewhere? If so, w'here? 

(h) Has any allowance been granted to the famili(*s of either of them? 
If so, how much? If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that Srijut Rabindra Nath Sikdar fell seriously ill recently 
and is still in indifferent health? 

(d) Have their casetj been recently considered with a view to their release? 
If not, do the Government projmse to consider the cases afresh? 

(e) Have they been inf(»rnied of the reasons for their detentions? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (ti) Security prisoners are 
not granted any allowance other than the diet allowance at lis. 1-8 ner diem 
and this has l>een allow'ed to these prisoners. Rabindra Nath Silcdar has 
recently been transferred to the Presidem v dail and Mohit Mohan Moulik is 
now detained in the Raj<shahi (Vntral Jail. 

(h) No allowance has been granted to the family of either of them as no 
one in the family was dej>endent on the ])risoners. 

(c) The security prisoiuT was suffering from am<i'hic dysentery wdth daily 
passing of inncoiis in stool, lo'patitis and pyorrlnra and the condition of liver 
and dysentery w’as, on treatment, improved. He is in indifferemt health 
now'. 

id) Yes; hut Government are not jirepared to release them at present. 

(c) YVs. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fa<tt that when they are detained 
in jail, do they not get their food from the jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Security prisoners do get 
their food in jails. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Is this sum of Rs 1-8 

meant for their daily food? Or is it in addition to the food that they get 
in jail? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, no, this sum is the limit, 
up to which they are allowed to spend on the food. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H s Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that nowadays a man cannot have two meals at Rs. 1-8 per diem? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I know, the average 
Bengali middle class family spends about 12 annas per head per dfem. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Will the Hon bJe 

Minister be pleased to state if he has ascertained who are the members of 
the families of these detenus? 

The Hon’bic Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not follow the 

question. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA HATH M0H0LAHABI8H: The Hon’ble Minister 
has stated in reply (6) that no allowance have been granted to the families 
of either of them as no one in the family ,was dependent on the prisoners. 
My question is whether he has ascertained the number of the dependants. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have stated in the printed 
reply, no one is dependent on these prisoners. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Has he ascertained 
whether the members of their families were their dependents or not? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Who are they? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government intend to release these prisoners in the near 
future, say, before the Pujas? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I can make no statement 

about it at present. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a fact that examination of 
the cases of jirisoners under detention is being continued with a view to 
releasing them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The examination of the case of 
prisoners and detenus for the purpose of releasing them has not yet been 
nnished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not the time for Government to 
formulate their policy with a view to releasing these prisoners? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have examined a 
considerable number of cases and have passed orders on tliem. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it a fact that Government have 
decided to make only partial releases — say one-third of the total number 
of prisoners P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then, is there no possibility of one- 
third of the prisoners being released in the near future, say before the 
Fujas ? 

(No answer was given.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the I^on’ble Minister enlighten us as 
to w^hen this figure of Its. 1-8 as diet allowance of security prisoners was 
fixed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: During the regime of the 
present Ministry; I think within three months of their accepting office. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What was the amount before? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I should think 12 annas. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: With reference to (b), the Hon’ble 
Minister says that no allowance has been granted to the family of either of 
them as no one in the family was dependent on the prisoners. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister now state tpe aqqfce .ol the income of this family? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: WUl the Hon’Kle Minister 
■ please state if he will consider the desirability of increasing the allowance 
in case of sick prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIH: So far us those prisoners 
who are ill are concerned, they get whatever is prescribed for them by the 
doctors irrespective of cost and I have known several security prisoners 
stating that they get far better food in hospitals than in their own homes. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon^de Minister state if 
Rabindra Nath Sikdar had any income when he was arrested? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. 1 have fished, <iut the 
facts. He was earning lls. 70 a month before he was arrested ; h^ had no 
wife or children to uiuiiOain; lie was, however, htdping his widowed sister, 
a minor son and a daughter with a portion of tiie, income. The financial 
position of the family being good, it was decided not to grant any family 
allowance. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: }low does the llon'bh* Minister know 
that the financial jiosition of the family was good? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir |4AZIMUDDIN: From the same source from 
which I have collected the above information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; From bis statement we find that a |>or> 
tion of the income of the stM-urity prisoner went to help certain relations 
of this detenu and still the Iloirble Minister says that he had no dependents. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Wh ut is your (lucstiotiy 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My question is this : The ITon’ble 
Minister says tliat the detenu has no flependent on his in(‘f)me, and from 
his statement it also ajipear.s that he had an income w'he.n In* was arrested 
and he used to Indp certain minor relations of his family and widowH'd 
sister and Imt son*^ and <laiigh1(‘r. Therefore, the reply is not correi't : that 
is my submission, Sir. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN : After the statement just now made 
by the honourable member, is the Hon’ble the Home Minister prejmred to 
revise his former answer saying that he had no dependent on the date of 
his arrest? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Widowed sister and children 
are not considered as dependents, specially if the widowed sister has a 
father or parents of the husband living. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
widowed sisters and their sons and daughters are considered to be dejien- 
dents of the brother? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not if the parents of the 
husband are alive. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are the parents of the girl or of the 
husband of the wfidow alive? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Obviously it is so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is not a matter of ‘"obviously” ; are 
the parents actually alive at this moment? 

ThB Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice so far as the 

question regarding the parents being alive is concerned. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAE; Was it not tbs declaretl jwUoy of the 
Government of Bengal that when a security prisoner was earning sometning 
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at the time of his arrest, a family compensation was given in , accordance 
with his earning for the dependants of the prisoner?' 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not when the circumstances 
of the family were good; in the other case a compassionate allowance was 
given and not an obligatory allowance. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Who according to the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister are regarded as dependants of a detenu:*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That depends on the cir> 
cumstances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What are the materials on which tlie 
Ilon^ble Minister says that this particular detenu’s circumstances were 
good? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The condition of the family 

is good. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the annual im^omc ot the 
family? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How does the Hon’ble Minister say 
then that the condition of the family is good? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tliat is the report of the 
local officers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have not the local officers reported 
about the annual income of that family:*' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Thai is not necessary. If the 
circumstances are good, that is enough for the honourable member's purpose. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I enquire wffiat w'us the earning 
and income of the detenu Mohit Mohan Moulik at the time of his arrest:" 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : He w^as working in the soap 
factory run by his elder brother. He has no de])endaiit and the family is in 
good condition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ])leased to 
enquire what is the annual income of the family even tliough the report is 
that his family condition is good? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I do not consider it neces- 
sary in view of the local officers’ report that the condition of the fumil5' is 
good. If the honourable member makes a counter statement, I will have 
it checked. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order, will the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister make a statement on Mr. Das’ adjournment motion? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a statement but it 
is a note submitted by the Home Department relating to the subject in 
question. 

Owing to the stoppage of recruitment of the I.C.S. and the I.P. with 
a view to the appointment of war candidates in the vacancies in these 
ser'^ices the Government of India had under consideration the question of 
strengthening the Civil Service in India on a long-term and All-India 
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basis for the duration of the war and for some years thereafter and they 
asked the Provincial Government in their Express letter number so and so 
dab^ 23rd December, 1943, to furnish stateuieuls indioatiiig the extent to 
which the Secretary of Stale’s services and the provincial services Class 1 
required strengthening in view of war requirements and recent develop- 
ments. It was envisaged in that letter that those requirements would be 
met from demands to be made on the aimed forces. This matter was dis- 
cussed by His Excellency Sir Thomas Kuthertbrd w ith me and it w*as agreed 
that some military oth(‘ers could be employed in the Civil Supply Depart- 
meut immediately and also about 30 to 40 I.C.S. and P.l\S. otticers fixua 
other povinces. Then in our immediate telegram IS, dateil 24th 

January, 1944, a formal demaml tor a<lditional men was madt* to the 
Central Government tor immediate reintoneinent oi the Civil Seiviees in 
Bengal ajmrt from the long-term reintorcement, owing ^ > tlu* strain imjiosed 
on all cadres in Bengal by heavy deputations to the Civil Sufiply 
Department. 

These deputations had rendered the statt‘ of the General Administration 
precarious and the position couhl not he rectified hy rt‘cruitment from 
internal sources since men already trained in aiinmustralion wen* requin‘d. 
The demand made was lor some militar\ ollici‘is together with about 40 
civil ofticers. In reply to this tt‘lcgrani the Govtuniuint of Imlia in their 
telegram No. 203/44Ests., dated 2hth January. JfHl, offered the services 
of 5 senior and (i iunior military otticers and 40 civil officers from other 
provinces. Later tliey offered 0 Ihiiergemy Commissioned Officers and 12 
military ofhet‘rM with exjierience of Food Adminislration in Syria. As 
against the total offer of 29 military ohieeis and 40 civil officers. Of thi* 
niilitarv oftic(*rs, 19 are einj)loyc<l in the (’ivil Sujiplv Department and 4 on 
General Administration and miscellaneous work. ()f tin* civil olliei*rs 21 
are employed under the (’ivil Supply Denarfment ami 17 on <j«‘neral 
Administration work. This was surely a .Nuort-term reinfoi-ceim*nt scheme 
extending for a jieriod of one year for tin* juesenf, it being understood that 
arrangements lor long-term reinforcements would la* eomi>lefed in the 
meantime. 

In connection with the long-term scheme, Mr. A. J. Dash, (M.k., i.c.s. 
(retired), Chairman, Public Service Commission, Bengal, was jilaced on 
spei’ial duty to investigate the relative urgency and importance of the 
demands made by the various dejiartinenfs of Government for rein forcciucnts 
under the scheme. The report submitted hy him was discussed in a Cabinet 
Meeting as a result of which the Chief Secret ary ’.s letter No. KKil-A., ilated 
the 15th March, 1944, was issued to the Government <d India. Full particu- 
lars of the reiiuirements were given in that letter and it was on this basis that 
the statements re(|uired in the Government of India’s original Express letter 
No. 27C/43-p]sts. , dated the 23rd Deceinher, 1943, were draw-n up and sent 
to the Government of India. In our statements we asked for 93 officers — 
<5 to fill I.C'.S. and senior B.(\S. posts and 18 to fill l.P. posts. In reply 
to Chief Secretary’s letter, dated the I5th March, 1944, the < government of 
India, Home Department, -Htated that no further I.C.S. officers could he 
supplied but that in respect of the loan of military officers, Bengal’s demand 
W’ould reieive jiriority. 

An Indian Army Order was promulgated giving the term of appoint- 
ment of military officers volunteering for the Civil Services. It was pro- 
posed to constitute a sjiecial cadre for them. They would be posted after 
training to fill up deficiencies in the various Civil Services. 

The selection of volunteers is now taking place and I(K) of those volun- 
teers will shortly be deputed to Bengal. 

It should be emphasised that all these additional offic'ers from outside the 
province are required to fill vacancies caused by the expansion of work parti- 
cularly in the Civil Supplies Department whjch the exi.sting cud res of the 
I.C.S. , B.C.S., etc., were not designed to meet. The inirodurtion of these 
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reinforcements for the period ol the war and a few years after its termina- 
tion will not adversely ufieet llie uoriiial expectations of promotion of 
officers in the B.J.C.S. and B.C.S. In fact promotion from the B.C.S. to 
listed posts has been well above average for the last two years wliile there 
is a proj)Osal no^\ that about bO ofliceis ol the B.J.C.S. should be promoted 
temjMjrarily to tlie ii.C.S. 1 uia> also mention that 17b temporary promo- 
tions have been made the B.J.CbS. liom the subordinate services and 
further possihilitie^ of jnojiioti<m in IheM* services to replace men at the 
Uip required lor ilie war time duties \\oiild jirobably l>e necessary. In so 
far as iJiis is conipatihle with the inainteiiaiice of an efficient general 
ttdministi alion such furtlier promotions will definitely be made by (jovern- 
irient in preferem‘-e to bringing of icinforceiiient from outside the province. 
For the pieseni reinforcement actual \u<'ancies exist and simjily (aiinot be 
filled by oUkjcih in the normal cadics ol services in Bengal. 

Sir, the gist ol this siatcmcnl will show that the demand for officers is 
80 great that in spile ol pi-omolion fi«»m <»lhcr services we should fie requir- 
ing ITb jnen and j^ropo^al^ for promotion of another b() men and also of 
recruitment are iindiu consideration. As lar as possible we have got to have 
at least about another oliiceis tmm the Military . The (’ivil Sii])jilies 
Depaiimcnt have cxiiarnlcti mi mudi and have rcfjuired so man^ ofheers that 
it IS absolutely impossible to meet (heii demand unli‘ss miMi are brought 
from outside. 

EVir. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will sou, Sir, ]>( unit me to submit 
that th(‘ stateiiKMit does not at all remove 1 lie neci'ssily of Iln‘ ailjournment 
motion wliieli i l,:tve tabled. I shall with _\onr jiei ni ission , Sir, read out 
t lie w Ol ds ol I lu‘ mot ion ~ 

“'i1iai this (\»uncil do adjoinn its busilies^ tt) discuss a definite inattt'r 
ot uij^etil public importance, \iz., (he situation aiising out oi 
tin* (loverumciit of lUmgal ajipl.sinu to the (bmtral (io\einment 
as ii'viuiUmI in todas 's paper.s asking for services of a largi* 
iiiimbeT' of Army olliems to Indd civilian posts in the jirovinee 
to the di'lrinnmt ot tin* elainis oi tin* B(*ngali‘es to those jiosts, 
intensitying at the same tinu* tin* problem ot unemploymeiil in 
lleii-al”. 

Sir, what I want to dnnv your attention to is (liat as a mat(ei“ of tael 
eertain arrangements liave be(*n iinnli* b^> (he (xovernment of ih'iigal to 
ineiease thi'ir eadre of (dlieers by importing military ottieeis and oilier classes 
of officers from outside without doing an\lhing to .solve the profdem ot ' 
shortage local y\ It is eertaiiil.v mtt the ('as(* of tJie (lovernint'ut of Bengal 
that their own otiieers are not qualifit*d to fill llie fiosts, 1>\ promotion of 
course 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, Oi-der. I think tin* floiriile Cliief 
Minisli*r has fully i'xplaiiied tlu* jiositioii. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 submit that the statement of the 
Iloirble Chief Minister is not satisfactory. It is lor you to withhold 
vour eoiisein or allow me to move mv adjournment motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I should like to add only one word to 
what has been said by Mr. Das. As I look at the question, ‘two important 
prinei]des are involved. I do not however wish to go into the merits of 
tliose ])rineiples, tfiough I shall touch on (hem briefly. 

\\btli ivgard to the advisability of admitting this motion, which relates 
primarily to the rei'ruitmeiit of military oHieers— or rather importation of 
military officers — I submit that it relates to a principle which Government 
should consider careiull.\ , as it involves responsibility of a very grave 
ch^acter The other is with regard to the arrangement regarding provin- 
cial distribution of officers, the method of recruitment, the mixture of 
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civilian and military — iunide Bon^^fal and i>ut.sidt» — \vlu<‘li is of very 

l^eat importance to the ]mbli(‘ of Beiijral. Perhaps, it would have been a 
Better thinj^ if Goverimient had set apart a <lay tor the discussicui of this 
question, and iny own feeling is that we sh(»uhl have a full discussi<m. No 
doubt, tiiere ina> be Tuan\ thiiijH'^ t«*r thi‘ ii *vt‘rimieiit to place before the 
House; on the otluu* hand, there art‘ varine- -JU^*^tions relating to tht' (*conomi<*. 
and political iinj»li<ai i<m‘' the (jue*sni»u which van be brought forward 
by the ( )p]»(»siti()n. S«>, if Oovernintiit are prt'pared in set a]>art a day, 

perhaps Mr. Da^ ina\ In* ])ei ‘'iiadtai to withdr.tw hi-< prt">ent motion. Other- 
wise, Sir. I would "iujr^^-est that you <lioubl imt withhidd wnir constmt to 
the moving of this motion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In Mew ot Die (ttfci made by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, (loverninent wtoDd be vi>r\ ulad t<» ariangt* a 
discussion on this matter on any Fri<la\ that the ( tppvi.^it »on ma\ like. D'ries 
of “No, not on Fridays” friiin the (tppo'iition benehe>.) 'This adjournment 
motion can be moved as a special motion ne\( I'lidax. 1 liiink this will 
be aece]>table to tlu‘ < tpjiosit ion . N«*\t h'lid.ix m .« Speeial Motion Day 

when this matter can be takmi up and di^i ih-'VmI. legartD its merits, I 

may submit that this not a matl»‘r, hist ot all, ot ,ni\ urgcnc\. Secondly, 
wa* have been employing military oHietos tt*r a hm^ time and this is wad! 
knowai to the ttpjiosition DtppoNition incnibeis ; No, we never knew this, 
w'e never heard of (hisK It has bi‘en done in tin* past mnl 1 submit that 
in vi(*w of the statemi'iit that 1 have just now made. Iheie is mt imnnaliiife 
ne('essit.\' for diseussin;^ this matter (lOMinment aic. ln)we\er, (juite jire- 
jiannl to givv* eonseiit to the diseii-sion ot tills motion as .i special motion 
whi(di will have prioiitv over all resolniioiis We are ipiite agieealile to 
diseuss this matter ne\t hhi<la\, if the (Opposition so liki‘s. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Das. 1 think that atliM’ tlm state- 
ment made h\ tin* Tlon’hle (’hief Mini*‘ter tin* Iloiise has no (d)j(‘efion if 
tliis motion is diseiissed ;i-, a Sj»eeia) M(*tion. I hat is the proposal o/ 
Mr. Kahii’ and the Ibm'hle ('hit*! Minister aeei'pfs that pr(*]>osal. 

. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; I Innl suggested Diat i) the (ioveinmeiil, 
ofi'ered one full day pel haps we might agret*, but it it is going to eneroaeh 
on a private nimnher's dav- 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am not now talking (d tin* date, but 
only of discussing tliis motion as a sjiecial one. I liat is wbal Froiessor 
Kaliir !ias suggested. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: It was only my |n*r^oii;il Sir. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Win n \ on (*.\pr<*sscd that ojiinion, 1 
tlioughi it was an opinion (‘Xjuessed on Ix'half ot tin* ( 0|i]M>si1 ion . I did 
not think for a moment that Frotessor Kabir <*ould make any stal(*ment in 
u lighthearted manner. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 made it (piiti seriously when I said so but 
I said that in that ease Mr. Das might be persuaded to aeeei)l the stiggcst ion . 
Tliese are the exact words that I used “Mr. Das may be ])eisnad(*d to agrm* 
if Government give a special day”. This wdll show tlial I was speaking not 
on behalf of the Opposition but entirely on my own. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The fm t that the lIorDble 
Minister has admitted that the matter is urgent— 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I did not sav so. sir. On 

the contrary, 1 pointeif out that it w'as not an urgent inatti'r nor was D 
anv importance; but I agreed to tin* diseiission of ihi*^ matter a^ a 
tootion only to meet the Opposition's point »f vii w : otherwise the* 
is neither urgent nor important. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs I consider the matter to be an urgent 
matter of great public importance, for it concerns the whole of Bengal and 
affects the bread of many people of Bengal. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly explain when army officers were drafted to Bengal previously for 
administrative work'' Therefore, we want an immediate discussion of the 
motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: For the moment, we are not discussing 
the <late of the discUHsion. The question now is whether your purpose will 
be served if you get a full day to discuss the matter. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But 1 am not agreeable to have the 
discussion on next Friday which is a non-official day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not the question before us at the 
moment. The (luestion is: whether you will agree to the discussion of the 
matter as a special motion, as I have already pointed out several times. As 
regards the elate, that will be fixed later on. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The whole thing is this: if this 
motion is accepted as a si)ecial motion by the Hon’ble Home Minister and 
discussed on Tuesday nexi, then w’c can come to an agreement. The day is 
very important and we will agree to Tuesday next and not to Friday. We 
have lost one Friday because it has been declared a holiday and if you want 
another Friday to g(t, w'c lose another. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you willing to ait for a longer time 
than usual. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No. Sir, two hours. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, we liave had many resolutions and accepted some resolutions. So we 
can have Ibis s])ecial mol ion on Friday. There is no Non-official Bill before 
the House at present. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN : Sir, this is a very urgent matter and 
if we do not take tin* matter immediately, the Central (iovernment may take 
action on the suggestion of the Bengal (Iovernment. But if in the mean- 
time Bengal <iov(‘rnment change their opinion as a result of this s])ecial 
motion and the Central (iovernment are informed of it, they may be pre- 
vented to do so. So it necessary that this matter should be discussed 
immediately. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: [ think Sir, that the Hon’ble Home 
Minister should accept the suggestion of Mr. Has. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The consensus of opinion then is that 
this motion will be treated as a special motion. As regards the day on 
which this special motion will he discussed, I leave it to the Hon’ble the 
I’resident to decide on the next meeting day. If he does not come on the 
next day, I shall do it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the date can be fixed by the Home 
Minister. If be agrees to Tuesday, we can agree to it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I accept the decision of the 
Deputy President that it may he left to the President to fix the date. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Does the Home Minister 
waive his right about date? He does not want to be consulted? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I waive my right so far as 
the date is concerned. I won’t object to this being treated as a specistl 
motion. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have an adjourmnent motion 

today. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As ropirds that, tlu* Chair has not got 
sufficient time to examine it. It may oe taken up on the next day for 
decision of the question of its admissihilii v. The question of urgency JS 
waived. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABiS: Sir. may 1 know from 
the Leader of the House whether he has got the4>pinion of the Advo<*ute- 
General in connection with my adjournment nmtiony 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAlYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Legal opinion has not yet been received from the Advocate-iieneral. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The House will n(o\ ri'snine dist'Ussion 
of the Bengal Agricultural Tn«‘ome-tax Bill, 1JM4. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr Deputy 

President, I beg to move iliat in paragrapli {h) of clause 4 of the Bill, after 
the word and comma “purposes,'’ in line d, the words “or as Dthutt^ir" be 
inserted. 

Sir, I move this amendment to do awa\ with tlie distiintion which 
appears to have been made in tliis 8ub-s<‘ction between Hindu ami Muslim 
property devoted to religious and charitable ]on’poso‘.. \\ bile in the <‘ase 
of tile former, only that pro])erty which is held under trust or othm' legal 
obligations wlndlv for r<‘ligious or charitable ])urposes is cxmnpttMl from 
the tax, in (he cast* of tin* latter, \VaJ\f~(i}-<tUauliuls are also exidmb'd. So 
far as I kn(*w, W an* Muslim frusts for the benefit of 
childr(*n. 1die>’ do not, therefore, iliffer essentially from Hindu DvhniUir 
property. If the inccjiin* from If V/ /»*/-</ /-nV-// a ////As* is to be excluded from 
taxation, T do not see why the inccune from Hindu Ptlmfhir piopcrty as 
sucli should not also be so exiduded. Smdi property comes umler the owner- 
ship of the deity. The income is partly devoted to tin* d«*ity’s worship, 
partly to charitable purposes and partly to the benefit of tlntse in charge of 
the worship. In otb(‘r words, if Muslim trusts made for the b(*neti1 oi 
children of tlie original owm*r may be excluded from taxation. Hindu 
Dehatt/rr property, wdiose ineome is partly enjoyed by the desi'eiidanls of 
the original owner, should have this heiiefit also. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved : Tliat in para- 
graph (h) of clause 4 of the Bill, after the word and coma “j)ur)»oscH,” in 
line d, the words “or as DehatUir' be inserted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Mr. Hep nty Presid(*nt, T rise to su])])ort 
the amendment which has been moved by mv friend Mr. Birendra Kishore 
Roy Chowalhury. Apparently, there has been an omission, and it is 
desirable that the word Dch(itt4ir' should be there. When arrangements 
have been made for exempting charitable trusts such as \V (ikf-aUaUayhui s , 
I submit. Sir, that tlie incomes derived from Drltaftar shoubl also be equally 
exempted, inasmuch as such imaunes are utilized for the wursliip of the deity. 

With these words. Sir, I supjmrt the amendment tm>ved just now’. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Mr. Deputy President, I 
rise support the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Birendra Kishore 
Roy Chowdhury. It wants to add to the actual words of tin* f lause itself 
the words “or as DehatUir" after the words “any agricultural income deriv- 
ed from property held under trust or other legal obligation wholly for 
religious or charitable purposes'^ Now, possibly, it is nth rcalizctJ that a 
Hindu religious endowment is not liable to be treated as a trust at the will 
of the Provincial Council. In the case of Vidyavarathi reported in 4ff 
Madras, it was held that Hindu religious endowments are md to he 
as trusts. Therefore, I believe, that it was purely a case of niistaKc. 
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the framers of the Code intended that Hindu religious endowment which 
are known as iJrJjfittar should not he taxed, they used words whicli are not 
approi)riate for the purpose. The ainendineiit before the House only seeks 
to clear up this doubt, and therefore 1 submit it should be acc<*j)ted by 
Oovernnieiit and by the honourable members «)i this House, Nf)w, the 
amendment seeks to introdme the folhnving words after tin* weid and 
comma “j)urT}oseH,” the words “or as DchatUir'*. Tt the word /hhaft^ir' 
is included tlierein, I believe all misapf>rehensi<»n that might arise* hereafter 
may be removed, and therefore tin* words “or as ] >ih(itUir' slnmld be added 
HO lar as liiis elaiise is (‘oneer!n*<l . It is stated that religious purpose* iindinles 
I hhdttdrs. Now, if that is the object, it should be incorporated in clau^^e 
(/>); on tlie other hand, if my frieinrs words are t(> b<* excludcfl, the ])osition 
should at h*ast b<* made clear so that there may not be any doubt when the 
time for assessment comes. With the^e woimIs, T su])port tin* motion of my 
friend. 

Khan Bahadur KAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Kir. 1 rise to support the 
am(‘ndim‘nt which has be(*n mo\cd by my lri(*nd, Mi‘. Hirendtii Kisinoe Hoy 
fjhowdhury. Sinc(* Wakf-dl-al-duldds have l)(*er» included, 1 do not 
see any reason why Dchtiitars should be exclud(*d. It must be remembered 
that lull Ihhdttur properly is on the sann* jdane ainl it is only fair that such 
property should lx; treated on the same basis and should lx* t‘xemptt‘d from 
taxation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I think T can 
add very little to what ui> tiieud Khan Hahadur Naziruddin Almiad has 
just said. It is a very desirable am(*inlment, and the (lovernment should 
hav(‘ no ol)j(*etion to aer‘<jpt it. W(* want the Dchutidr ])roi)erties to be 
treat(*d in the sann* way as tin* W dlxls-nl-dhaulads . Sir, it is well known 
that th(*r<* are many Dvluittdr ])r(jj)(‘rti(‘s in Bengal. To tax Dchatfar 
inconn* W(»uld, 1 think, being going b(*yond tin* j>urpose for which these 
Drhdtfdrs w(*re and may in futuic b(* (*reated. Tin* incomes accruing from 
the Dchdffdr pro])t*rtit‘s are utilized for tin* niaintenain*e of the deiti(*s. So, 
I think, tin* ameinlnu'nt should b<* acce]»t(*d by (TOVt*rmneut . Tn many 
])arts of Hi*)igal -wln‘tln*r in Kast(*rn Bengal or in Western Bengal — 
Dchdttdr ])r«)]K‘rt it*s aia* found to exist, and tin* income, as 1 have already 
said, from thesi* prop(*rti(‘S an* d(*voted e.\clusiv(‘ly to tin* worshi]) of the 
d(‘iti(*s concenn‘d. Having r(*gard to the fact that this income is meant to 
b(' spent for religious pur])os(‘s. it is only meet and proi)er that the Dchnttar 
pro])t*rties should be c\(*m])tt*d from taxation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR : Sir, T rise to support this amendment. 
?r^3rtc-T a i 

Com i 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT : What are you reading from ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR : Dr. Narendramith Law’s 'q 

just to shoAv that iinh'ss tliis amendment is accepted, the religious charities 
will In* liard hit. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT : Do you pro|K)Sc to read the whole book ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR : No, Sir. I will read only a few sentences. 

^ \ %9R 

•illf C^ I ^110 wf^ 

This ivS only one instance; there are numerous such institutions all over 
the ]>rovinee. If we tabulate them, it will he a formidable list. Even 
where ihey are confined to one eommuuity only, they relieve human suffer- 
ing. T think this amendment unlest^ it is accepted will leave a loophole 
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with the result that religious aud eharitahle iiistitutious will suffer a good 
deal. With these words, 1 eoiiiineud iii.v ameuduieiil to the ae<^eptauee of 
the House; at least this iiupoitant ameudiiieul eouceniiiig tlie iueluaiou ot 
Hindu religious Uchnitar institutuuis should he aeei*]>ttHi. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MOHOLANABiSH : Sir, when 1 wan coa- 
this Jiill with a view tti ]>ut ii< *iim*n<liiieii(s. tlu.'t partieiihir clause 
drew* luy attention and i tmind that the ^eiilleinan who tlrafttal this clause 
geenied to liave a particular tasci nation tt»r Mo'^lein trusts. Now if you will 
kiiully consider tliis elau.^e, \ ou will find that liii> eli»n>e a clause for 
exeiuptin^r certain income Inun the pui \ n^w t»t tin la.v ^tmerally enumeratc» 
certain trust piojiertit's er j>n»peities umho etatain legal (ddigation wdiolly 
or jiartJy lor religious or chaiitahle i>urpt»>es. 1 think that if tins clause 
stood lik(‘ that without attempting to «‘iaimerate anv Moslem trust 
or Hindu trust as it has been alteinpteil to he done lute, tin* matter might 
have h»oked vt‘r\ much ihsamt. Sir, what i" tht‘ ohpMt oi hiinging in 

this partuular class cfl trust 1 eiinnot tt»r m\ life umleislaml. Docs it 
at all show that tin* elaii^e was intended tn c\4 hide a particular Moslen; 

trust 1 ladicvc not. Anti it it was intemietl to e\t huh* proptuties uinler 

trust wholly or partlv, then we ctmltl ha\e liad the same clause 

without thi‘ atlditional words or in tht‘ ease t»l M»»^lem trusts eommonlv 
known as uI(uL\ . M\ ptuni is. th.n iitlier there was this 

intention to e.xelude this pai tit ular clas^ ttl (iicsts •»! ihire was some inti'ii- 
lion — as tilt* hinanee Ministtu- was just ni>w s.i\mg of aii veil ising thi.s 

jiarticular clas> ot trusts. W’hal was iho ittunt in putiing it in in this 
clauser' So 1 thought that this elaust‘ slmultl imt he ai all lluut*. and tluu’c- 
fore, 1 ha\t^ tabled a meml num t s Ntt^. (»7 ami (»!) which will j>rest>ntl\ come 
under discussion. I tliought tlu* othei- way and in m\ amemlimmts 1 sug- 
gested the omi‘'->ion ol \\ dl.f-nl-unlitd st> that all tiusfs mii\ ht' eo\ oretl hy 
tht‘ same law, wlie'.her Hindu liusis oi Muslim trusts. whtdU or partly 
this will co\ei all t ase^, without an> tlisfiniUion Ihit as this elaust* is there, 
iiatuialK (UH‘ stM’htui, the Hindu eommunit\ , might reasonahls think that 

you ale not going t<i e.xempt Hindu eharitahl(‘ endowments. It is well- 

known that tliere are huge and niiinerou.s Hindu endowments tlie incomes 
of which ale eiifiitdv., mos{l\ ol partl\ devoted lo ehaiitahie and ridi- 

gious purposes. Now, the point may naturally aiise in the mind oi the 
assessing ollicer wluui the ijueslion ol evcmi»1ion ot such income 1 rom such 
endowed piopi'i'ly will come ui>' look h(‘n‘ the Hindu PrlHittnr propert\ 
is not eXi'luded 1 rom the tax, it is <»nly tin* Muslim liusi that has Ihm'M 
excluded. 'I’he well-known maxim is that whim a jia ri iculai- thing is 
.s]>cciall\ mentioned, the other things are excejUeil ; that lh(‘oi\\ will he 
employeil l)\ the assessing ollieer in tin* case of Hindu ndigious trusts to 
tJieir disadvantage. \ou want to keep the clause with regard to Muslim 

trust, I til ink in all lairiiess the Hindu Dchattur should alwass he sjieei- 
fieally mentioned so that theie may not he an\ dillieiilly or argument ahoiit 
the ([uestion of exemiition. Witli these wolds ! support this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr 1 resident, 1 am 
(juite satisfied that Dchdttar jirojierties wliieli my honourable friend 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar took so imicJi pains to adviudise and of wdiich I 
believe he is in a substantial sense u lieiiefieiary, come under clause 4. 
The reason why Wakf-al-<iula<ls have been mentioned in particular is because 
it is a known form of trust. The maehiiiery for creating tliis trust is known 
wliereas in the case of JJchdttdrs, tllt^y uiay he ereati*d by various kinds ol 
documents and you will see that “proi»erty held under trust ot other ](*gal 
obligation wholly for religious or charitable fiurjioses, etc.”, covers ail 
Dchattar projierties that are in existence. If my honourable frirnd 
Mr. Nageiidra Nath Moholaiiabish wants communal jiaiily even in t 

of the use of words, I think he would perhaps he justified in asking for too 
inclusion of the word Debatiar^'. OtherwdHC, I do not see anv purpo-^o. 
All DehatUir properties are covered by oar definition and it is ^ 

to use the word Dehatfar^' which after all has no connotation m t 



1362 


AGEICIJIiTURAL INCOME-TAX^BILL. [1^ 3mjt, 


Mr< DEPUTY PRESIDENTS The question before House is: that in 
paragraph {h) of clause 4 of the Bill, after the word and comma “purposes, 
in line f‘l, the words “or as Dehattur' be inserted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— U. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Mr. Altaf All. 

Ral Bahadur K. C. Banarli. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 
Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 


Rai Bahadur Brolandra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Moiumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 

Mr. B. C. MukharJiM. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mautvi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 21. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Metbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. O. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosain. 


Mr. Latafat Hosain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Mauiana Muhammad Akram Khan. 
Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Mr. IX piity President, 
J beg to move tliat in pariigraph (/>) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words “or in 
the case of Muslim trusts commonly known as W akf^al-iinhtdn'^ in lines 
f) and () he deleted. 

Sir, we havi* just now been discussing the other amendment, viz., whether 
it is at all nt‘c(‘ssjn’y to include this particular form of Muslim trust within 
tlu! i)urvi('W of this clause. Now, Sir, we must remember that not only the 
Muslims Init tin* Hindus, (Christians, Buddhists, Jains and several other 
communili(*s and religioins sects also living within this province do own 
agricultural j)ro])erty, and each om* lias got t‘nd()wm(*nts of various nature 
and under various denominations, and they are all for religious or chari- 
table piir]ioses. it is imimssible for the Finance Minister or for the matter 
of that of any lawyer to enumt'ratc all classes of trusts that art* in vogue by 
name. The Hintlu Dvbaitar,^ have just now been stated by the Finance 
Minister to have been included in this amendment. 1 submit that neither 
any Cdiristian endowments or any Buddhist endowments or any other 
religious endowments have been mentioned specifically in order to safeguard 
their being exempted within this clause (h). 1 have been wondering as 

to what was at the back of the mind of the authors of this Bill when they 
framed it. Is it their intention to exclude the income of this particular 
form of trusts Is it their intention to exclude a part of the income of this 

class of trust, which under the terms of the trust may be devoted or applied 

to charitable or religious jmrpose. 1 do not know but we know this much 
that \y <ikf-al-al-auJa<l is one of the many forms of wakfs authorised 

by the Muhammadan law and we also know that there are many other 
classes of wakfs which are made by religiously-minded Moslems for the 
purpose of charity, for the relief of the poor and other like purposes. I 
would emiuire of the Hon’ble Minister whv in this Bill those wakfs have 
not been mentioned P Why are they left alone and only a particular class 
of wakf is mentioned is this clause? We know that ordinarily Wakf-al-aU 
aulads are really meant not for charitable purposes, nor for religious 

purposes but mainlv for the maintenance of the wakeef or his descendants. 
(Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyi^d MuazzaMTTDDIn Hosain: That is why it 
is necessary.) All right, Sir, I am coming to that presently. Now under 
the ]l^ngal Wakf Act, 1934, you cannot have a W aicf-ahal-aulad unless 75 
per cent, of the income is applied to the maintenance of the wakeef or the 
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mainteuance of his descendant, so that mainly it i» a sort of device under 
the name of a trakf to maintain the family of the wakeef and nominallv for 
the purpose of charity. There is no harm even if 99 per cent, of the income 
goes to the wakeef or his descendants for their maintenance and only one 
per cent, is devoted to reli^nous or charitable purposes. (Khan SahiU 
1? ARiPi DDiN AiiAiAD : ^ ot cveii that, even cent, per cent, may be devoted 

to the mainttmance of the irakeefl) I am comiim to that, my friend; don’t 
be anxious, that is not the wav to listen to a debate. Now, Sir» under the 
law a man may make a 11 akf-al-^tl-aulad by devt>tinjf the entire income of 
the property for the maintenance of himself or his <les<>endants howsoever 
remote. Such wakf.n would provide for relief of the pool or other charitable 
or rehgmus purposes only when there arc and will he no heirs or successors 
oi Wie wakeef in any of the branches to enjoy (he property; or in other words, 
when the property is likely to go to the Crown by escheat, at that time onlv 
will this fm// property vest in charity for religious purposes and so foHli 
1 hat is the case of wakfs that is sought to be included within this partieular 
provision, namely, clause (h). At the same time, you do not at all care to 
notice other classes of religious and charitable endowments which are made 
by Hindus and Moslems also, and with regard to the classes of endow- 
ment of Christians, Jains, Buddhists and so forth. Was it at all iieces- 
8ar\^ having regard to the clause that you are going to give relief onlv 
with regard to the income that is applied for the purpose referred to. 1 
believe, charitable and religious purpo.se8, and again is expanded by the 
Explanation by saying that “charitable purpose” includes relief of the 
poor, education, medical relief and otht^r object of gem*ral public utility?” 

I say that this particular clause is absolutely imnecessary. If it is a 
case oi 11 akf’-cil^al-'Oulad ^ you are to show by the diu’ument itself or some 
other proof whether you are reserving the ‘entire profits for the purpose 
of maintenauce of the wakeef and his descendants or whether you are 
appropriating certain percentage for wakeef and liis dcHcendants and 
certain percentage for religious and charitable purposes. So you will be 
entitled to relief to the extent to which you apply the income fdr ( harifable 
and religious purposes. That being the position, 1 sav there is absolutely 
no necessity for including this clause in the Bill. ]Siow\ Sir, let us take 
into consideration the position. If the amendment is carried and if you 
omit or delete this particular clause “<ir in the case of Muslim trusts 
commonly known as Wakf-ahaulaiV", how are you ^oing to be affected so 
far as the tax is concerned? By inclusion of this will you get more tax or 
will >ou exempt more endowments wdiich are not entitled to exemption? 
On the contrary, if you retain this clause you bring in difliciilti<‘s to 
thousands t)f persons who have got endowments. When from a j»articular 
cnd(»wment a portion is used for charitable purposes y(m are giving exeirij)- 
tioii to that portitm because that is what you mean’. But I am not sure 
whether yon will be able to express it clearly by this clause, because tin* 
words “income ai)])lied thereto” would bring in complications later on, 
whether you nieaii Wakf^al-aiihul or wdiethcr you imsui for such purpose 
by the expression “the income applied thereto”. That is very doubtful; 
but I have got a shrewd siispicHui that there is an i<lea beliiml it lliat Wakfl 
aUaulads are in a way intended to he exempted altogether. But whether 
that is so or not will be the snbje<-t-niatter of amendment No. (iM. But there 
is absolutely no purpose in retaining these words in claus(* (b). If you just 
consider clause {h) after eliminating tlic expression which I have referred 
to, you will find that it would be quite good reading, carrying good sen.se 
and serving the same purpose which I believe the authors of the Bill had 
in view. 


If your intention is to exclude all charitable and religioii*-' instit iitiou,-,-;— 
the income of all charitable and religious institutions which npjdy (heir 
funds entirely or partlj’ to such purposes — I think it is better for all con- 
cerned that this particular clause which specifically jiientious the case of 
Muslim trusts, W akf-aUal^vlad , should be deleted, bec ause yon do not add 

lofi 
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anything to this clause; nor do you make a different clause by which you 
intend to regularise the matter. What you intend is to exclude the 
Debattars and other religious trusts, but by doing so you would only bring 
in confusion if you were to retain these few words in sub-clause (b). 
Therefore, legislation, especially taxing legislation, should be as clear and 
as explicit and as void of all ambiguity as pfxssible. There should not he 
left any room even by implication for any loophole in any taxation measure. 
I have therefore, Sir brought in this amendment for the serious considera- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister, and I think that the omission of these words 
will not affect any trust — Muslim or otherwise. 1 submit. Sir, that by 
omitting this trust from the scope of the Act no harm will be done. As the 
Finance Minister lias just now told us, the interest of economy should 
prevail, and my submission is that these words should be omitted so that 
economy might be effected in the use of paper. I therefore commend this 
amendment to the acceptance of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; “That in para- 
graph {!)) of clause (i) of the Bill, the words “or in the case of Muslim 
trusts <‘ommonly known as W akf-al-aulads' in lines 5 and 6 be deleted.*’ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this amendment. With all 
jesjuad to the honourable mover 1 must submit that he is labouring under 
a misap])rehension. J submit that in this sub-clause {(>) there is enshrined 
one prineijile which is ap])licable to ail classes ot trusts. burther, there 
are two parts of this sub-clause. The first part says that ifi “any agricul- 
tural income derived from property held under trust or other legal obliga- 
tion wholly for religious or (diaritablc purposes, their income will be 
exempted from the operation of the Agricultural Income-tax Act. Then 
comes the second part regarding which my honourable friend has moved his 
amendment. Now what will happen if part of the income of any trust or 
legal obligations as applied to charitable or religious purposes? This 
question has been dealt with in the latter part of this clause. Sir, it appears 
to me that all that has been said by my friend regarding Muslim trusts, 
commonly knovMi as Wakf-al-auUids, has been stated under a misappre- 
hension. In my opinion there is absolute necessity for mentioning Wakf- 
al-al-aul(i(ls in this (lause. In the cas(‘ ol these uuikfs, some iiK'ome is spent 
on education, religious and charitable ])urposes; but other portions of that 
income are spent for the benefit of the persons named in the trust as bene- 
ficiaries. It HO ha})])ened that under the Indian income-tax Act a portion 
of the income covered by the W (ikf-al-al~(i ulads was not exempted from the 
income-tax and as tlit‘re was no micIj j)n>vihion for exemption, it is onlj^ 
meet and proper that such exemption .should be })rovided for in the present 
Act so that religious and charitable ])Uii>ose.s might be fully served. The 
difficulty arose in the case of the Indian income-tax Act; and so to avoid 
future -ditiiculty it is only fair that tliese trusts should be exempted from 
the Agricultural Income. tax and I therefore say that Wakf-aL-aUaulads 
has not been differentially or favourably treated. 

Then, Sir, there is another point to remember. It is a trust in which 
epeeific mention is made about religious and charitable purposes. So, I 
think, this amendment if carried will create a situation which will deal 
bad blow to these trusts, for in that case the whole income will be taxed 
including the income which is applied to or is ear-marked for religious and 
'educational purposes. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 also rise to oppose 
this amendment; but in doing so I shall rely on arguments slightly differ- 
ent from those adduced by iny honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. My 
learned and honourable friend, in arguing against this amendment, was, 
in fact, arguing in favour of the last amendment. Every argument against 
this amendment is an argument in favour of the last. Now, what are the 
provisions of tha Bill P My honourable friend makes a distinction between 
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two classes of charity — oue relates to such charitable and religfious iusti- 
tntions which are wholly for charitable or religious purposes, where the 
whole of the income is excluded from taxation. He has envisaged another 

kind of trust, where only a part of the income is to bo applied to religious 

or charitable purposes. 11 niy friend is right in his opposition to the present 
amendment — and I think he is rights Uien there is no reason why Dehattnr 
properties should not also be included in the scope of the exception. If, 
however, Dehatt^ir properties must be ex<*luded from the exception, there 
is no reason why W akf-^tl-al-nulads should not follow suit. Of course, this 
is by way of argument. I do not really desire that Wakf-al-al-aul^s 

should not be exempted. What 1 want is a sort of parity beiwet.n Hindu 

and Muslim trusts, for dehatUir is as much a religious ami chacilahle trust 
as U akf-al-al-aulad. 1 do not deny that dilhcullics liuvi* arisen under the' 
Indian Income-tax Act in rcsjn'ct of Wakf^d-nl-uulad,^ If that is. so, 
that only makes out a strong t'use lor 'ipecilicall\ c\cm]>ting \\ akf-^il^ttl” 
auhul}^ in the Bill; hut, at the same linn*, 1 do not s('e wiiy, on tlni same 
reasoning, Dehattar j)roj)(*rties should not la* himilarl\ eNempliMl. 

If the provision that eharilable and religious endowments, part of tho 
income of whicli is employed for such purposes, will go protect IhdmtUir 
properties, then on the same argument, tlie same j)roviMiou should protect 
the Muslim trusts and tin* special pri)tc(‘tion of \i' akf<^~aUal-^iubid would 
not have been recpiired. Dchuttar ])roperties should also have been men* 
tioned in order to free* them from <loiil)ts, vcxatit>n and litigativ)n. It is 
therefore ([uite certain that a mistake has been math' by my Iriemls on the 
side of the (iovemnn'iit in voting tlown the prt'vious aiin‘inlnu*nt . I tliink 
that it wdll he etpially wrong mi the part of th<‘ Opjiositiou to vote for this 
amendment. A mistaken ojijiosition on the part t>f Iht* Government 
supporters in tlie last ease .should not ht' a reason tor a mistaken 
support for the present amendment. Though technically the sfmnsora 
of these amendments were absolutely right in trying to treat both 
classes of charities on the same basis, it would he a logical result of the 
lloirhle Minister’s assuranee in the ease of the Dv.balUir properties that 
tlie case of \V (ikf-a}-(il-<iuJ(ids also docs not need to he spceitieaily exem)>ted. 
Though 1 fully r(*alis(‘ the logie. of i\\(t situation ireaied by opposition to 
the previous amendment, still I should think that the, spci'ifie exemiition of 
W (ihf-(il-(il-a\ilads slioulcl he retained in the Bill in order to guard against 
suhse(|uenl doulits and diffieiilties. 1 should, tln'iefore, think tliat inv 
learned friends who are supporter.s of this amendment should wait and hide 
their time, for, after all, ])olities is a waiting game, and, alter all, tho 
opjiosition , whieli is blind o])j)oHition to-day, and lias been foicrd n]>on my 
honourable friends of the Government Party as a matter of necessity, will 
pass away. Things will, he seen in their proper light in the tiilhj(\sH 
of time, and 1 iliink tliat in the amending Bill which we have laion 
promised by the llonTde Finance Minister the inclusion ol ihi^ exprtission 
Dehattar projierties will find a place and that I think will settle these 
honest differences. But the fact that one of your h|gH has been cut 
off is no reason why the other leg should also be siinilarly cut-off for 
purposes of symmetry. The leg which is entire and whole should be 
retained; and the leg that is cut off, should be restored. It is not necessary 
that the leg that is cut oft', should be restored by surgical operation, and in 
this case, a mere amending Bill will be enough. When the amending Bill 
is brought forward, attention should be paid to DehaWir properties. For 
all these reasons, 1 oppose the amendment and hope that this wrong wliiidi 
has been done, unintentionally will be righted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHAMDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, in rising to sni)i>ort 
the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Moholanaliish, 1 would like at tho 
very first instance to remove a misapprehension which I am sorry to sco 
is passing in the mind of both the mover and the 

him while opposing the amendment. *read mit the 

which leads me to support the amendment I would lik 
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claune itself before the House. The clause stands thus: Sub-clause (6) 
of thin clause 4 — the first portion says that any agrricultural income derived 
from properties held under trust : I would ask honourable members to mark 
the word “held under trust”. I would also ask honourable members to mark 
the words “le^ul obligafiiJti”, Both thest' words “under triisr* and 
“le^al obligation” arc important words which have got to be given their 
proper meaning. The first portion of the sentence refers to or covers all 
trust ])n»pertv, as the Finance Minister has himself assured us that it 
includes Hinciu Dehnttar properties as well as other trusts. If the Hon*ble 
Minister includes under truet all income from all properties which are 
devoted to charitable and religious purposes, then last two lines in the 
clause, tlmt is “or in the case of Muslim trusts commonly known as 
Wakf^ahauUids, the income applied thereto” — these two lines are not only 
unnecessarv but it brings in an amount of <onfu8ion which ought not to 
be igrnored. If the first sentence ineludes Hindu religious and Muslim 
religious trusts, it is absolutely unnecessary to mention an.vthing about 
Muslim trusts. The first four lines include trust or legal obligation wholly 
for religious or tdiari table purposes, etc., but in the last two lines if you 
accept Wakf-al’dyJnd , other Muslim trust is not excluded, then 1 must 
say that you are doing injustice to other Muslim trusts I mean wakf 
propery so called. I would warn iny Muslim friends here and ^leauest 
them to seriously consider whether they should allow the last two Hues 
of this clause to remain in order to create <lifficiilty with legard to wakf 
estates so called. As a matter of fact, the two amendments standing in 
the name of Mr. Nur Ahnted, Nos. ()2A and G3, clearly intended 

Mr. NUR AHMED: On a point of order. Sir. Is the honourable 
member in order to refer to amendments which have not been moved at all? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am not referring to them 
for supporting them ; but 1 am referring to them for the purp<>se of 8uj»port- 
ing the amendment now ])efore the House 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee. liow long will you take 
to finish ? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I will take some time, suy 
10 or lo minutes, becairse it is a very important matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In that case, 1 must adjourn the House 
now. The H()ust‘ stamU adjourned till p.m. on Monday next. 

Adjournment. 

The (’ouiicil then adjcmriied till 3 p.m. on Monday, tlie 24th Julv, 1044. 

Members Absent, 

following inciiibc!>> were absent from the meeting held on the 19th 
j'Tily 1944: -- 

(1) Mr. Sultamiddm Ahmed. 

(2^ Khun Sahib \uiul Amin. 

(4) Mr. Kader Haksb. 

(4' Mr. Humayun Ueza ('liowdhury. 

(o) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(0) Khan Bahadur Abdul (lofran. 

(7) Mr. M. B. Jaipuria. 

(8) Albadj Kliaii Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 

(9t Mr. Abdul Jjatifi. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(11) Mr. R. S. IHirssell. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Kay. 

(13) Mr. K. (', Koy Chowdhury. 

(14) Mr. S. X. Sanyal. 

(15) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, IS44 — No. S3. 

The met in the Legislative (^hamher of the Le^'^is^lative Build- 

ing, Calcutta, oil Monday, the ‘J4th July, LM4, at l\ p.iii.. heiii^- the sixty- 
third day of the First Session of llMl, pursuant to section <d’ the 

(ioveriiment of India Act, I9d5. 

Mr. President (the llon ble Sir Buoy Piiosad Sin(.ii Hoy, k.c.i.b.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

High price of foodstuff in Bakargan]. 

223. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Iloirhh*. MinisUu* in 
charge of the Civil Su])])lies J)epariinent lit* pleas'd to state — 

{a} if lie is aware tliai the ahnornial rise in tin' price of rice, paddy 
and other foodsluh' has wrought unt<)ld sulferingH to the ixior 
]a‘ 0 ]ile of Bengal, particularly of Bakarganj hringing tliem 
right on the verg-e ot starvation and famine; and 

(h) if the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, what 
steps, besides the ftiod census drive, the (iovernment propose to 
take to meet the emergen<*v in question? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEf’ARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): {a) Yes, but the situation in 
Bakarganj was, on tin* whole, less desp«*raie than that in other an*as. 

(A) It is needless at this stage to recount all the measures taken. The 
position is now completely normal. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Will the Ilon^ble Minister be ideused 
to state the date when this question was put? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Someti me last year, I 
should think. 


Supplies of foodgrains received by Bengal. 

224. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Uon^de 
Minister in charge of the Civil Sujiplies Department be pleased to state 
if, in consequence of Major-General Wood’s broadcast of the lOth April, 
194d, stating tliat foodgrains to the value of 100 crores would be purchased 
duriHig next 12 months to maintain an equalisation of supplies all over 
the country^ Bengal received any supply? If so, what is the total value 
of such supply and when was it received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes. A statement show- 
ing the value of the supplies received, quarter by quarter, during the period 
16th April to 31st December, 1943, is placed on the Table. 

167 
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Staiem^rU referred to in reply to question No, 224, showing the value of the supjdies 
received during the period 16th April to December, 1943, 



Ist quarter 
(16th April, 1943, 
to June, 1943). 

2nd quarter 
(July, 1943, to 
September, 1943). 

3rd quarter 
(October, 1943, to 
December, 1943). 


Rs. 

a. 

P* 

R«. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Rice 

1,41,45,440 

0 

0 

64,71,140 

0 

0 

4,24,78,540 

0 

0 

Paddy 

13,97,760 

0 

0 




2,16,160 

0 

0 

Wheat 

1,07.47,991 

4 

0 

3,16,33,740 

0 

0 

3,27,28,837 

8 

0 

Wheat products . . 

12,27,946 

10 

9 

94,74,917 

14 

0 

3,10,17,865 

7 

3 

Jowar 

6,92,712 

0 

0 

11,49,003 

0 

0 

13,47,516 

0 

0 

Bajra 

18,33,990 

0 

0 

50,42,670 

0 

0 

54,73,920 

0 

0 

Maize 

98,777 

7 

0 

1,38,868 

10 

0 

8,00,310 

14 

0 

Gram 







48,80,400 

0 

0 

Pulses 

.... 



13,06,830 

0 

0 

66,38,400 

0 

0 

Barley 

.... 






19,31,429 

8 

0 

Total 

3,01,44,617 

5 

9 

5,42,17,169 

8 

0 

12,75,12,379 

6 

3 


Export of rice or paddy from Bengal. 

225. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the lion hie Minister iu 
charge of the Civil Suj)j)lie« Dej)artnient he j)leasecl to state — 

(a) if they have information as to what luis been the total quantity of 

riee or paddy ex[)orted from liengal during th(‘ months of May, 
duinq July and August; lf>4d, and if so, give the figurort there- 
of; and 

(h) what ste])s (government took to prevent sindi ex])orts and have 
taken to ju’eveiit export of rie(‘ or j)addy from Reugal in future 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: {<i) The quantity exported 
is trivial being ship’s stores. 

(b) No action was called for as the annmnt of exports was negligible. 

Export of rice from Bengal. 

226. Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY; AVill the Hon ble 

Minist-er iu charge of the Civil Sup])lies Department be ])lea8ed to state — 
(</) if they iuive information as to what lias been the total quantity of 
rice ex]K)rted from Bengal since January, 194-3, and if so, the 
figures thereof ; 

(h) the total quantity of rice imported into Bengal from other provin- 
ces since January, 1943; 

(c) the names of the places where these exports were made with 

quantity sujiplied to in each case; and 

(d) the names of the places from which rice was supplied to Bengal 

with the quantity of imported rice sujiplied from each such 
place? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a) and (c) The information 
is confidential; but I can assure the honourable member that the quantity 
exported in 1943 is very small. 

(h) and (d) A statement is laid on the Table. 
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StatenutU referred to in reply to question No. 226y showing the Mol guaniity of rice 
imported into Bengal from other provinces dnring the period January to 
December, 1943. 




Rioe. 

Mds. 

Paddy. 

Mds. 

Sind 


. . 519,893 


Punjab 


.. 955,517 


Central Provinces 


.. 431,087 

27,472 

Rewa State . . 


46,746 

Orissa 


.. 1,606,958 

272,497 

Keraput State 


2,492 

United Provinces 


64,083 


l^njab State 


8,074 


Eastern StaU's 


. . 754,567 

61,665 

Bihar 


.. 1,011,051 

66,035 

Gwalior 


951 

Ajmer-Marv\’ara 


1,177 

, . 

Kathiawar State 


347 


Bombay 


914 


Eastern Army 


17,783 


Assam 


10,593 

100,265 

Bhawalinir State 


2 

Wwt Indian States 

Total 

. ! 1 ,202 

.. 5,433,437 

527,934 


Alleged sale of foodstuffs to the black market by the controlled shops. 
227. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOUDHURY: (./> Will tin' Mini.strr 

in ('liaTfjf of (in* Snpplic'^ n«*j»ar<im'nl Im‘ |»lras<*(l to s1at<' if it is a 

ia<'t tliat tho^o \\ lio ait* tound t<» hoII i<»o(lstuiYs Iroin coni r<*lle(l shops to tin* 
black luaikct ait prosecuted and their stdlers’ lictnice are canctdled lorth- 

with? 

(h) Is it a fact that the control sh(»ps at Naltli bazar, Mitapur bnt, 
Braliinandari^»'a Imt an<l laizar, poilce-slat ion liuhaj^ara, district .]<‘ssore, 
sell ft)odstutY> to iht' hla(d\ market without sellin}^ tliein at the <’ontrolh‘d 
rate to the poor villagers 

(r) Is it a fact that the villa^rers of the said loialities rejiorted tliosi‘ 
facts to the suj)j)ly othcers <.f the Narail subdivision, distiict Jessore, ^\ho 
have so iar failed to t ke an\ .stej> to ^ive relief t(> tlje poor villa^^ers or to 
take steps to t*n force the law*' 

(d) If the answer to parts (n) to (r) are in the afiirinativi*, is the lloirhle 
Minister to tak(‘ any stejis in the inatU>ry Ji so, wliat are th(‘vr' 

If not, what are the reasons thmefor ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (o) Yes. 

(b) and (V) No. Only one such case at Naldi bazar was reported and 
the licence of the offender was cancelled. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Liabilities of Subdivisional Offleerp Bongaon. 

228. Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY 5 (a) Will the ifon’hle Minister in 

cliar^re of the Civil Supjrlies Departurent Ire pleased to state whethifr the 
Government in the Department of Civil Supplirvs feceived any rr'/rresen tui- 
tion refrarding heavy liabilities of the Subdivisional Officer, Banff tuoi , to 
the local merchants? 
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(6) Is it a fact that the liabilities of the Subdivisional Officer as the^ 
stood on the IHh May, 1943, to Messrs. Hajarilal Sinha, Bongaon rice mil 
and other local merchants amounted to Rs. 2,92G-15? 

(c) What was the extent of his liabilities up to the 9th May, 1943? 

(d) How long did the liabilities remain outstanding? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes; in regard t( 
Mr. rl. C. Chakravarty, the former Subdivisional Officer of Bongaon. 

(b) to (d) The officer had some liabilities which are reported to havt 
been i)aid off; no further (‘omplaints of non-payment have been receivec 
since. I am not prepared to disclo.se any further details as the matter it 
purely of a personal nature. 

Return of licenoes issued to Muslims and Hindus for sale of edibles at 

controlled prices^ 

229. Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister ir 
char^?-e of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there is any arrangement for submission of periodica 
returns by the supply officers, including District Suppb 
Officers, .showing the number of licences for sale of edible.s a 
controlled prices issued to Muslims and Hindus; 

(/;) if not, whether he proposes to call for such returns; 

(c) if he is aware that the Muslim interest is greatly suffering at tb( 

hands of non-Muslim supply officers in the matter of granting 
licences, and allotment of (plot as, etc. ; 

(d) if he is aware that Mu.slim claims for licem^es are rejected oi 

flimsy grounds by non-Muslim sujiply officers; and 

(e) if he intends to ajipoint equal number of supply officers fron 

Muslim and Hindu communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) No. 

{h) Returns were called and the number of licences issued to Muslim 
and non-Muslims in Calcutta and the districts (excluding Noakhali am 
'Darjeeling) up to 13th August, 194‘1, are us follows: — 

Number of non-Muslim — 29,712. 

Number of Muslim — 

(c) and (d) I have received complaints to that effect. 

(c) I do not consider this to be necessary. The present position i 
that out of 119 posts of District Licensing and Returns Officers an 
Subdivisional liic’ensing Returns Officers 52 posts are held by Muslims 
()5 by Hindus and two posts are vacant. 

Shortage of fuel in Calcutta. 

230. Mr. W.. B. G. LAIDLAW: AYill the Hon’ble Minister ii 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state-^ 

(a) if he is aware that there is a grave shortage of fuel in the Calcutt 
area for industrial ^d domestic purposes; 

(h) if he is aware that large quantities of wood fuel are lying at th 
Ben^al-Nagpur Railway stations in the Midnapore distric 
awaiting despatch; 

(,c) if it is a fact that there are more wagons at the coalfields than th 
collieries can fill with coal and that the stations wher^ th 
majority of the wood fuel is lying are on the Midnapore-Jhan; 
extension of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway; 

* / 
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(d) what st^ps have been taken by Gnverninent — 

(i) to secure wagtins from the railway authorities for the transport of 
this wood fuel into the Calcutta area, and 
(it) to orgranise alternative means of tTa-nsport of this wood fuel into 
the Calcutta area ; and 

(e^ if no stej^s have been taken, ^ ill the Hon’ble Minister please state 
the reasons therefor!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: (n) There is shoHage of 
coal for domestic and industrial j)uri>oses in Culcuttu at times. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) I have no information. ^ 

(d) An arrang’omeiit has been made Avith the Hengal-Nafrpur Railway 
under wliich large <iiiaiitities of w(K)d fuel are being brought into Cabnitta 
for distribution under tin* su]»ervisioii of my department. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Supply of boilod rice. 

^1. Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: {<i) Will the Honl'ble 
Mini8tt*r in charge ()f the Civil Su]»pli<‘s Departimmt be pleased to state 
what steps are being taken to supply lK>iled rict* to the (lovcrnnnmt stores 
and ration shops P 

(b) Is he aware that mostly unboiled rice is now oldainable in such 
shops and tliat liardly 10 per cent, of the peoi)le of this I’rovincc* take 
unboiled rice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (n) Every effort is being 
made to supply some boiled rice to all tin* Ooverrmjent sb>reH and ration 
shops but the rice coming from outside Bengal is mostly unboiled and it 
is not possibl(‘ to guarantee a supply of boiled rice to all shops at all times. 

(/>) A considerable portion of the rice obtainable in sindi shops is 
unlK)iled. 

The percentage of the ])eople of the Province who take boiled rice is not 
known. 


8upply of rice to Barrackpore. 

232. Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil S^'j-plies Department be pleased to st^i-te if it is a fact 
that onlv 7,000 mauncis of rice were recently allotted to th<‘ Subdivisional 
Officer, Barrackpore, for distribution at controlle<l prices among approxi- 
mately (i lakhs of people residing within the subdivision? 

(b) Is it a fact that the quantity allotted (7,(KK) maunds) is only suffi- 
cient for 1 day’s consumption at the rate of J seer ])er head per flay for 
only 4 lakhs of people? 

(c) Is it a fact that the foodstuffs (rice, dal alia and sugar) allotted to 
tbe food committee of Bbatpara works at only 4 seer per month or more 
than a month? 

Tbfi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) No. Nearly 90,000 
were allotted. Apart from the foregoing, industrial labour 
wnicn forms the major part of the population of the subdivision receives 
supplies from employers who are given block allotments in addition to the 
above quantities. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Rationing has been introduced in this area. 
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Rction for factory workers. 

233. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY; (a) Will the Hon'hle Minister 
in charffe of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state if he is 
aware that the Rationing’ Authorities of Bombay have sanetioned 50 per 
rent, more rations for faetory workers per head than that allowed to oilier 
individuals? 

(h) Is he aware tliat indn*!!!’!;!! w’orkers consume not less than three- 
fourth s(*er of foo<lgrains per caf>ita? 

(r) I)o(*s he propose to f(dlow the Bombay jiractiee regarding rations to 
industrial and manual workers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: ( n Yes. 

{h) 'J here is no aeeurate inttn matiofi on this point. 

(r) It is not propo.se<l to follow the Ihunbay praetiee, but alternative 
arrangements are already in ton e in Cabnitta : suppbonentary rations are 
avuilalrle for ail lndu->trial workms iirubT tbe c«>ok4*d-tood eantinni selieme. 
Moreover, tbe basic ration ot iootlgrains in Cab’utla is in ex(‘ess of the 
ration gi'an(e<! in Bombas whilst milb^ts wbi<li torin jiart of th<‘ lation in 
Bombay are unrat ioiH'd in Cab’utta, ami 4*an bt* jniiehased without any 
limit: as to (juantity from tbe (i<t\einment stores, 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Arising out (d' (r), will tln‘ lIon*l)le 
Ministm- la^ ]d«*as<Ml to state if be is aware ot tin* <*xistioiee of any (‘untiMUi 
in juti* mill arm wlnua* <’ooke<I-food is supiilied? Has tlie eno^ed-food 
canh'eii HC'lieine muterialisinl ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am aware that tljere is a 
nuinbor of employers who have adopted tbe (MMiked-food canteen scheme^. 
1 think Mr. K. C. Roy (’howdhury w^ho represents labour is probably aware 
of tli^m hiinstdf. 


Ration for tho manual workers. 

234. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the ITon’ble Minister 
in chnrgt* of tin* Civil Su]>plies Departnuuit be ])leased to state if he is 
ftware that manual workers who earn monthly wages are unable to pur- 
chase ration (‘very week ? 

(fi) J)o(‘s lie f)r(>p(>S(‘ to pass ord(*rs to allow them to jnncdiase four 
weighs’ ration once a month? 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) No. 

(/y) No, Arraiigeiiienfs have howover been made in certain factories 
to allow purchases to he made for two weeks’ ration at a tifme. 

Alleged hoarding of rice by Government during scarcity. 

235. Mr. RAKAJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be jd eased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that in certain districts, quantities of rtce were 
kept hoarded by or on behalf of the Government while there was 
acute scarcity of rice prevailing in those areas; 

(б) if so — 

(i) the names of those districts, 

(u) the approximate quantities stocked in each (to be specified by 
name), and 

(m) whether the stocks kept were for civil or military purposes; 

(c) when the Hon’ble Minister first came to know of those reserved 
stocks ; 
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{d) what were adopted then to release those hoarded stocks to 

the starving people: and 

(e) what has ]>econie of tho'^e stocks since theny 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAR0Y: No. 

(h) (c^ Do not arise. 

Disposal of Government stock of grains and pulses. 

236. Mr. RANAillT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon hie Minister 
in char^^e ol tht‘ C’ivil Supplies Department lh‘ pleased to state- 
ful tiie approximate quantities oi grains and jnilst's. split ami unsplit, 
rt‘spt‘rt i\ t'l\ . in custtaly of the t'ivil Supplies Depaitment tor 
tin* dis})osal ot uhieh tendeis ha\e recently heeii invited; 

(/>! the speeitie kinds of grains sought to he disjiosed of; 

((') the s])e('itie kimls ol jiiiKes soug'lit to he disjiosed of. 

{d) nlum Nin h f 4 :iains and puN(‘s were jirot urtal hy the Dt*partment 

la^t year; 

(c) whether they were purtdiasetl; 

* ( f) if so, tlie ('ost juice at nhieh the different varieties were ju'oeured ; 

{//) the rt*astui (^r reasons for which it has now become lu’cessary to 

disi)(>se them of ; and 
> 

{ft) the ain(»unt that is exjiected from the transaction 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (u) (/) Jowar upjuoxi- 
mutely — tiO.tMH) inaunds. 

in) Uajrn ai)|»roxiinately -- 7d,0(M) maunds. 

(//I) Maize apjjroximattdy — mauiuU. 

(ir) Oram and du/ ajiproximaUdy — 8<K),(KK) inuunds. 

{fn Details as at (a). 

(c) tjium, sjdit and unsjilit, and other vurietietj of ajilit and unspliti 

dm. 

{(h 1 hese ^^rains and jiulses were pianuired by the Departineut between 
November, 194 d, and January, 1944. 

{e) Yes. 

if) (i) Jouar — lls. 9 per inaund. 
in) Ihijra — Rs. 10-4 ])er maund. 

(Hi) Maize — Rs. 7-10 per maund. 

(i'v) Gram and d^il as under — 

Arhar — Rs. 16-8 per maund. 

Kfiesari — Rs. 10 2 :)er maund. 

Mung — Rs. 15-8 per maund. , 

Musur — Rs. 20 per maund. 

Gram d<il — Rs. 15 per maund. 

Gram, whole grain — Rs.- 11-2-8 per maund. 

Other dais — Rs. 13-8 per maund. 

These prices are the average prices of the various lots of d^l procured 
during the period. 

, id) The offtake has been poor; due to scarcity of godown accomwoda- 
Hon, substantial quantities had to be kept in the Botanical Gardens. 
These have to be disposed of before the rains. 
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(h) It is not yet poftsible to estimate with any degree of 

accuracy, but the amount is likely to be Rs. 1.20,00,000. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Arising out of {g), will the 
Hou’ble Minister please state if the grains are kept under any shed or were 
just kept under a cover? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The grains in the Bota- 
nical Gardens? They were kept under tarpaulins. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: With reference to (h), 
will the Ilon’ble Minister please state if he has been able to dispost* of the 
stock by this time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, part of the stock has 
been disposed of in the way that it has been sold. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the lion ble Minister 
please state the price fetched for the same. 

The Hon’ble Mr H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, there have been 
varying j)ri(H‘s, tenders were (uilled for and various tenderers tendered for 
various kinds of pulses in various godowns at various })rices : it is iinpoi^ 
sible to give one answer for them. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: T n|ein the total i)ii(e at 
whi(‘h the entire stock w’as sold, the stock which c(»st Government 
Rs. 1,20,(X),0()0. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know. I would 
like to have notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: With reference to {h), 
will the Ilon’ble Alinister jdease take steps to supply the information later 
on, namely, the total price that the sale of the stock has fetched? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: With reference to (//), will 
the Hon’ble Alinister please state if tlu* transaction has resulted in a loss 
or profit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: AVell, if I had the total 
figure with me, then I could have hy means of subtraction informed 
the honourahle members as to whether there has been a loss or a jjrofit out 
of this transaction. But not having the full figure at which the thing was 
sold wdfb me, 1 cannot say off hand. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Well, Sir, that is only a 
truiwsm ; w’e want definite facts. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Have the goods which 
could not be kept in the godowms been already sedd? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, the goods have been 
sold : not only those which were outside the Botanical Gardens but also 
those wdiich w^ere in the godow'ns. Such goods have been sold, as we 
thought that it might deteriorate; therefore, we got rid of them rather 
than having to sell them ofE subsequently at a loss. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: How much has been 
realised therefrom? 

Tha Hon*bla Mr. H« 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I want notice. 
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Searoity of soft ooko. 

237. Mr. HARIDA8 MAIUMOAR: Will the Hcmhle Minister ib 
charge of the Civil Supplioi^ Department K pleased <o stutt' — 

(ff) if his uttentien has been draw:, to a statement madt‘ hv Mr. 11. I), 
^razuimlar. President, Ifindii Chamber of (’mumeree, regarding 
the sott Coke situation in Hengul ; 

{h) if it is a fact that man\ thousand ton.s of soft coke are lying idle at 
Mugma and .Iharia coalfields for want of adtapiate urrangtnnenta 
lor traiisjHut. mainly Railway wagons; 

(r) if so. what ste]is the (Tovernment have taken to stM'ur© more wagon- 
supply from the (Vntre to coju* witli the S4*rious situation that 
has arisen due to severe seareity of soft eokt* in llengal, parti- 
cularly in (treater (’aleutta; 

(d) if not, what stejKs the (Tovermmmt jirojiose to take to relieve the 
distress of the people of ]h*ngal particularly of (ireatt*r Calcutta 
by an adequate supitly of the said commodity without further 
loss of time; and 

(c) if the Government jiropose to lay on the Table of the House the 
corn\si)ond(‘nce that passeil between them ami the (a*ntre in this 
regard, to conviiu'e the peojile that tlu‘\ have left no stone 
unturned !<» tackle the situation properly 

The Hoft’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes 

(h) Yes. Tlnue are certain quantities of soft coke held by the collieries 
in tin* dliaria and Mugma fitdds. Suctions to clear these stocks an* issued 
by the ('ontroller of Coal Distribution (who is a Government of India Gflicef) 
accoiuing to alhxation to the pro\inces made b\ the War R(*sources (h»m- 
initlei* (d tlie \dceroy’s Kxei'utive (\>uncil, and w'agons are alloiated by the 
Controller of Ciial Distribution as tin* day-to-day W'agons position permits 
a<cor({ing‘ to the priorities of industries. 

(/'» The Rrnvin<'ial^ Gov(*rnment have made repres(‘ntation to the (N*ntral 
(}overnm(*nt si-veral times in this matter. 

id) Does not arise. 

(( ) I cannot agree to the correspondence between the two (iov<*rnnients 
being ]daced on the Table of the House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. Sir. Cannot tho 
members of the House call for the j)aperH — <'orreH])ondence — as a matter 
of rights 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I do not think so. They may l>e confidential. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR S Arising out of (e) may 1 emjuire from 
the H on bit* Mini.ster if this ct^rrespondence is confidt*nf iul ^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, Sir, yes. I think 
corresiiondence between two Gowmraents should always be considered 
confidential : otherwise no Government official can write to any other 
Government official. 


Rural wator^pply. 

238. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the HonTde Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Tx)cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware that in reply to question No. J of the JOth February, 
1940, the then Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
concerned said that a detailed programme of work with a view to 
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the problem of rural water-supply effectively within a 
reasonable period, was beinjr drawn up for the whole Province 
with the aid of the District Boards and in consultation with the 
liOdil Water-supply Committees which have been set up for the 
purpose; 

(h) if so, what steps the Government have taken since then to formu- 
late a comprehensive scheme for the purpose ; and 

(c) if tlie scheme is ready, what steps the Government have taken to 
implement the same? 

MINISTER in chari^a of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Jaialuddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(/^) Tn December, P)41, a revised comprehensive pro^rra«ime of rural 
wa1er-HUf)ply tor <he Province was drawn ii]) by tlie Chief Kn^»'ineer at an 
estimated cost of Its. r),2‘l,(>l iiccording- to rates ot materials and labour 
current at the time, ^ 

(<■) 44ie j)r()g'ramme was not finally approved by Government. Kveii if it 
w'(‘r(* aj)])roved, it v\onI(l not be possible to j.»;ivf‘ efle('t to it owin^ to war 
conditicms. A(Ie(iuate ]>r()visions were, however, made durin^j the last 3 
years to ^»-ive effect to the usual scheme of rural water-suj)pl v’ in the 
Pr( >vinc(‘. 4’h(* statennuit below will show th(* provisions mude mol liie 
actual cxj)en(litureH incurred during the three years: — 


Provision. 

Ra. 

1941*42 .. 10 lakhs 

1942- 43 .. 10 lakhs 

1943- 44 . . 19 lakhs 

Health Report of Chittagong. 

239. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Ixieal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state if it is fact that the Government of Bengal is prej)aring a health report 
of Bengal, espe(‘ially of Dacca and Calcutta? 

(h) If so, do the Government propose to incorporate in the said health 
report a spt'ciiil rei>ort of Chittagong like that of Dacca and Calcutta? If 
not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that the death roll in the Chittagong district in 1943 is 
highesf ill Bengal ? 

{(h What was the total number of deaths in tlie districts of (?) Chittagong, 
(ii) Tippera, (ni) Dacca, {ir) Mymensingh. (r) Faridpur and (ri) Barisal 
and what was the ])er(’entage of increase in the number of deaths in 1943 as 
compared w'ith that of 1942. 1941 and 1940 in these districts and what was 
the ])opulation of these districts in 1943? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) and 

(b) Tile usual Annual Public Health Report for the year 1943 is under 
preparation which will contain necessaiy information about Chittagong 
also. It is not intended to prepare a special repoD in respect of Dacca, 
Calcutta or any other local area. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) A statement is laid in the Library. 


Actual 

expenditure. 

Ra. 

6,05,808 

3,32,257 

12,66,433 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Arixinp out of ( c^, will the Hon ’Hie Minister be 
pleased to state what was the iiiereased percenta^re in 194^1 as compared 
with 194‘J and J941 in Chittajirontr 5^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 wont 

notice. Hut I ('an tell you tht‘ hij^rheei mortality fijrure which is 43. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arisiinr out of {(f), a stattuuent is laid 
on (he Library 3'able. Sir. I do not ^ee it phuaul on the 3'able here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is to be placed. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Hut we coubl not. look iubi it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 under’^tand that it was not done by mistake. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Xow uc slmll take up the adjournment motion of 
Mr. Nae’ciidra Nath Moh< danabiNh. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, tlo're was an adjournnn mt motion 
in my name. 

Mr. PRESIPENT: W c ( annot disiMi'.s otbt‘r ailjournment motions today. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This will be considered tomorrow then? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, if you like. The tinu‘-limit for tb<» speecbes 
on the adjonritment motion to discussed today i*' IJO minutes for the 
mover and minute.s for the Ilon’bb* Mini.ster’s reply and 10 minutes for 
other speakiTs. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: And for the re])ly of the mover? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 10 minutes. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What is time-limit for the right of 
reply ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 10. minutes. Yes, Mr. Moholanabish. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Mr. President. Sir, I 

beg to move: That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent jniblic importance, namely, the uttmnjd that is being made 
by Government to deliberately sujipress the publication of correct informa- 
tion in the Calcuitr (ta^ette of the current and prevailing market prices 
of rii'c in the varimis jdaces of the different districts in Hengul and to 
secure untnn* and in<-oriect reports regarding the same by issuing a circular 
on or about tlie 19th June, 1944, to all District Gflicers under tlie signature of 
the Secretary to the Government of Hengal in the Agriculture I>epartmeni 
to the following effect: — 

“The GovernrniMit feels (unliarrassed by the jmljlication of the prici* of 
rice in Supplement to the Cafriitfn Otizcitr and District Officers 
are informed tliat where the prices are higlier than tlie controlled 
]>rice, inst(‘ad of ar-tual jirice being given, District Officers .should 
show the (ontrolled prive, but add that rice (*annot Ik* had at 
the controlled jirice”, 

which is causing or likelv to cause alarm and panic in the country, and 
demoralise the District Ofi^icers. 

The text of the motion will show that atU'inpt is actually being made to 
suppress the correct price of rice which obtains in the districts 

and that there is also a request to District OflScers to make untrue reports 
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saying that rice is not available practicaly adding that it is not available 
at the controlled price. This publication" of the market price of rice, as 
is well-known, has been in vogue from about 1885 when the Bengal Tenancy 
Act was passed. Under section 39 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, it is a 
statutory duty imposed upon the District (^cers to repcjrt monthly or as 
fre(juently as he may be directed by the Provincial Government the price 
of stuj)le food crops including rice. This has been going on without any 
hindninci* so long hut all on a sudden we find that Government took it into 
their head to issue a circular of this nature at a time when the market price 
of rice or paddy is re(juired to he known widely hy tlie j)eople r»f the country. 
Having regard to tlie famine of last year, the price of rice is a very 
iin])ortant matter for the public at large. We find that instead of giving 
the correct information through the (razetfr as we had l)een getting up to 

this time, Gov(‘rnmcnt wants to suppress that news. Now*, Sir, what is 

the cause for this snd<len attcmf»t on the part of Government to suppress 
this news? In order to ascertain that I would ask the honourable members 
to recall the incidents that Inippened a we<*k or so Indore tlie 19th 
of June. You will remember. Sir, that an adjournment motion was 
tabled by an lionourahJt* niemher in this House and it was allegeil 
that rice was selling at (Jiittagong at Rs. 60 per maund in spite of the fact 
that the (‘ontrol ])rice w’us much less than Its. 20. Tliat statement of the 
honourahh* member of this House was at once contradii ted on Indialf of 
the Government and in the absence of better proof tliat adjournment motion 
w'ns not consented to hy you, Sir. A day or two after, you w'ill remember, 

Sir, another motion in a different form alleging that rice was selling at 

Chittagong at Its. (iO ])er maund was brought and this time tin* honourable 
member was armt'd witli a copy of the (Uilcutta Gazette and tlie Treasury 
Bench in view of the pr(»duction of the Calcutta Gazette could not actually 
oppose that motion. 

T do really think that that incident in this House was responsible for 
this circular wliich was issued only a week later, and if you read. Sir, 
this circular, you will find it stated there that the Government feels emhaiTass- 
ed. AVhal is the emharrassment save and exceyit the embarrassment in 
being detected in making an untrue statement When the honourable 
memlier asserttnl that ri(‘e was selling at (Jiittag^^ng at Ils. fiO per maund, I 
uiii sure, the Treasury Benches knew that it was so. Because the honourable 
member had not with him the relevant copy of the Gazette at that time, 
the statement was contradicted; but tlie next day or the day after when it 
was proved from the Calrutfa Gazette, it could not he contradicted, and that 
I think is the cause of the emharrassment. That (‘inbarrassuient, I feel, was 
not the emharrassment of the Agriculture Department hut it was the 
emharrassment of the (^ivil Supplies Department, and I tliink tliat in this 
matter the Civil Supplies Department has got hold of the Agriculture 
Department to issue this circular to save the face of the Civil Supplies 
Department and to avoid the emharrassment of the Hoii'ble Minister in 
charge of the ('ivil Su]>plies Dejuirtment, Now, Sir, this sort of embarrass- 
ment the Hon'hle Ministers are feeling for some time past. A short while 
ago the Hoii’ble Ministers found it very embarrassing to carry on the 
business in the Lower House, and they bad to advise that the Lower 
House should he prorogued and it was proixigued. We find, Sir, 
Ithat there was another embarrassment owing to the continuance of 
the How’rah Municipality and the Hon’hle Ministers had to advise 
the supersession of that municipality and accordingly it was sought 
to be superseded. Now, we find that another Hon’hle Minister finds him- 
self embarrassed by the publication of the price of rice in the Calcutta 
Gazette and this circular has been issued. Now, it is necessary for 
us in this House to consider whether the Hon’hle Ministers are really at 
liberty to issue these circulars for the purpose of avoiding their personal 
embarrassment. This shows that they are acting or trying to covp up 
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their ineaparity, their inability by the Pre<H, by prohibitinjr p\ibli- 

cation of true news. Sir, I would like t<* point out that the dutv of publi- 
cation of the market prices of ri(‘e l>einfr a statutorx duty, the Mini.ster in 
charp-e of A^rriculture or tor the matter of that the Minister of Civil 
Supplies had absolutely n<) ri^dit to i >ue any eircular w'hieh can militate 
aftainst the statutory provision of the llen^rnl Tenancy Act. If you turn 
to the provisions of this Act. you will find that the re])ort of the market 
price ill the (\jJruttn is to he used as evidtuice whenever it ia 

necessary to ascertain the market price in an\ court of law . 'I'hendorc, you 
caniK^t prevent its ])uhli<*atioii . nor can yon ask the District ('ftit'crs to 
publish it in any other way than is reipiired by the provision of the law. 
You ‘-an certainly make rules under the provision of seetion diltD, you 
can make rules under seetions 189 and 190 of the Jh n^uil Tenum'v Act, but 
tho.se rul<‘.s should be rules conducive to the att-iiinin<*nt of (he otijcct, viz., 
the obtaining of the market price. It was sugges(<‘tl tite other day that (hey 
were consiih*ring whether th«*\ shoulil allow the puhhe.ition of the prices of 
the black market or whether it was really permissible to get black market 
prices published in the (Uilcutta (ia.::cttv. NAw, it is Well-known, Sir, that 
market jiricc's imam prices which olituin in the market which a willing 
buyiT pays to a willing selh'r for a certain comimxMty. It d(*p<uids on the 
(piestion of (hunand and sup]>ly and by merely issuing this control order 
y«»u cannot, unless you can ''U|)ply the eoinmo«lit les. keep tin* prices dt>wn. 
C’ontrol pri<'e is not the maiket juiee ; that should be known and realised 

by the II onourahle Minister in <hurge who should in't say that the Iibu'k 

market pii<e.- (he piiee at which people Inul to buy (’ominodit les in the 
market, — should not be jnihlished beeansi*, forsooth, it does not conform 
to the ai’tili(‘ial price wliich (jovernment has (diosen to fix, I'here 
is not the least doubt tliat the control price is not the market ])riee ; on 
the otlier hand, the ])nee that is really obtaining in the niarki't at wliich 
])«*o[)lc have to ])urehase conmiod ities should be regarded us tin* mark(*t 

price. You < an niakt* any eonmient in the ('aJruttn (iazette you like about 

that price: you may say that it is black market price, but if you have at 
all to piibli'^li any price, you have to publish it as tin* maiket prict* and sou 
cannot certainly ask >our district oftic(*rs not to publish market ])ri<*cs but 
falsely to add “that rice cannot be liad at the controlled prim*”. I submit 
that T do in all seriousness charge (host* respimsible frir the issue of this 
circular with ilcl iheratcly trying to fabricate* false evideiiec, that tln*y an* 
deliberately trying to abuse their powers in inducing the District ()ffi«-cr, 
all resi)onsil>](' gentlemen, who have rec<*ived the highest degree of education, 
ami some of wlioin arc memhers of the Indian Civil S(‘rvn'<', and pos,s<*Ms (he 
greatest n*gard for truth — you ask them to make false rejiorts in fhe 
Gnzttte. If it were necessary, I could ]»rov<* in a court of law' (hat the 
circular amounts to an attempt to fabricate fabse c‘vidence. The gentl(‘men 
w'ho are tlie authors of this circular are under the protective w’ull of the 
provision of section 1517 of thi* Criminal l^roccdure (‘ode: they know fully 
w'ell that they cannot he proseimted because llo'ir pros(*cution (cannot be 
had without the sanction of the (Jovernment and they themsidves fonning 
,the Government will surely w'itlihold that sanction. JJut if you can give 
me that sanction, 1 would prove to the hilt in a court of law' that this 
amounts to an attempt to fabricate false evidence and also that responsible 
Ministers in this country are unfortunately prepared to go to tliat length 
to avoid embarrassment later on. And wdiy should (here lie this emharrass- 
luent in this respect. Sir:' It may be remembered that even after fin? last 
year’s famine the Civil Supplies Minister boasted that there would be no 
famine tin’s year. “We have planned arnan procurement poliiy, we have 
arranged for procurement of ninan paddy and rice from surplus dininetf* 
and to transport them to deficit districts, so that there cannot he any want 
of rice in any of the districts of Bengal.” Seven months of the 
already passed by and we find that in many districts, partnm ar 
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Chittaffon^?* and other ni^rhhouring' districts, rice is not to be had. And 
the price at which rice is available there is about Ks. 60 per maund. 
It means that you cannot have rice at all, which a^aiii amounts to 
famine. If tliat be the position, where is your much-vaunted procmreraent 
policy in spite of the Civil Supplies Department with hundreds and 
thousands of clerks, with hundreds of Bengal Service men and scores of 
Indian Civil Service men? If, with all these men you cannot supply even 
the needs of one district w'hich is in want of rice and paddy from the 
surplus districts, then you are absolutely a failure in your office. 

It is said, and we have been treated ad nameitm w’ith the story, that 
the [Ton ’hie Minister in charge of Civil Supplies Department is the most 
over-worked man in the Government of Bengal. He does not have time to 
answer (fiiestions in this House: he does not have time to attend the Council 
in order to make statements on important motions and excuses are alw^ays 
put forw^ard that that Hon’ble MinisW is so very busy that he cannot find 
time to do so many things. I know% Sir, there is no man who can say that 
he is busy, that he cannot attend to his normal duties and if he is so lazy that 
he can net do his legitimate business — not extra business — he is not fit for his 
job. Tliat apart, it is clear that Biis circular has been issued with a view 
to sav»‘ the face of the Civil Supplies D(‘partment and T am afraid 
the iBm’hle Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department has been 
made a scapegoat in this matter. An\ how, I cannot alKolve him from 
the liabilitv in this matter. The (ireular has been issued from his depart- 
ment and lie has taken the liability on himself. I do not know* how’ the 
Agriculture Dcpaitnumt should have gone out of its way to instruct the 
District Otlicers to make a fal.s(‘ statement— T submit the stcji taken by the 
depart immt is m<*Ht mi^cliiexous and unworthy of the (h'partment and it 
should have been re< alUul long ago. If 1 understood th<‘ Tytmder of the 
House on the last occasion, he said that they were (‘onMiliiug their lawyers 
whether the black-market piices (‘ould or could not he published, llul if that 
had been a true plea, an honest plea, a homi fidv jdea, that step should have 
been lakiui before the issue of the eiii-ular. 1 do not supjiosi* that that 
gentleman with givy hair, with advancing years, having experience of life 
did not at all lori'see that the effect of this circ ular would liavc tlu* ciliaU 
of nullifying the law — that it was merel\ foi hoodwinking th(‘ p(M»ple. Is 
it not suppressing the inetfieieiicy of the Civil Siip])li(‘s Deparlmmit? The 
answtu' is obvious. I should think tliat tins cncular is a piece of docuiiient 
for which tlie department has h(‘eii put to shame; tiit‘\ should have huig 
before witluhawn it and siiouUl have at once directed tlnui- subordinates to 
act aceordiiig to law. Cnder siu'tion dft of the Bengal Ttmam^y Act, the 
dut,\ is cast upon tlie District (Hlicer and that duty cannot in any wa> he 
infringed by any eireular letter or private eorrespondeiuM* by an\bod\ . If 
tliev wanted to modih the rules, there are jnovisioiis for making inles they 
should have taken rt'coiirse to tliat; hut they knew whatevtu' change the\ can 
make in the rules they cannot alter the statute. The rules provide for 
publishing the market ])rice ; hut th(‘y .say contnd price is tlie market 
price wliicdi is ahs(du1e]y nonsense. So I submit, Sir, without taking any 
further time of the House that tliis circular is most inexpedient, illegal, 
inifU'ojier and destuves tlie severest condemnation of the honourable numihers 
of this House. AVith these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved:. That this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public ini])ortance, namely, 
the attempt tliat is being made by (lovernment to deliverately suppress the 
publication of ('orrert information in the Calcutta Gazette of the current 
and prevailing market prices of rice in the variou.s places of the different 
districts in Bengal and to secure untrue find incorrect reports regarding the 
same by issuing a circular on or about the 19th June, 1944, to all District 
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Officers under the signature of the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
in the Agriculture Department to the following effect : — 

“The Government feels embarrassed by the publication of the price of 
rice in Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette and District Officem 
are informed that where the prices are higlu*r than the controlled 
price, instead of actual price being given. District Officers should 
show the oontrolled price, but add that rice cannot be had at the 
controlled price*', 

which is causing or likely to cause alarm and j>anic in the country, and 
demoralise the District Officers. 

Mr« HARIDA8 MAZUMOARs Sir, I rise support the motion. 
Months ago when I had the privilege of raising in this (ouiicil the matter 
of high prices as nublished in the i'alruita Gaztttc, 1 had a suspicion that 
Goveniment would in future stop the publication of these inconvenient 
figures. In private conversation with respectable friends I gav«* expression 
to the fear which has now come to he true. 'I’he great British statesman 
Ixird Palmerston said that even gods have no power over figures. Bui liere 
a pupjict Ministry ()i Sir Samuel lloare-braml automuuy in one tif the many 
provinces in Britain’s de])enduncy, restunhling veT> much tin* cockroach in 
the B(‘ngali proverb claiming to be a bird, scimis to be more powerful than 
gods and wants to kill figures )t*st they should piovide gKiunds for 

complaint now and documentarN evidence ti»r the future liisloiiaii. Truth 
and publicity are like the w iinl blowing fnadv am! cleaiisnif^ an unhealthy 
atmosphcic. Mr. ( liurchii! sofui al(<*r hecommg the Piemier said in 

Parliannmt that he wanild never suppres'^ truth as sue h snpprt*ssn»n defeats 
its (twn ol)ji‘et and gixes i to wild lumoiiTs. |n the diirkt'st (lays he kepi 
aloof from giving ros\ ])ieturt‘s. t)n the Idtli Mas. lll-H), lie sni^l : “I 

Jiave notlmi^' te nilei l.nt Idood, toil. te;»rs and sweat.*' On the Sth 

tlctfduT Me\t he s;iid: “Not onl\ great dangers, biit nian\ more mis*' 

fortunes. niaii\ shot t -conn ngs. tnany niisl:ik«'s. many disappointments will 
sur(d\ he oiir lot Death ainl sntrow will be the eom]>anions o( our j iiiimev, 
liardship our gaimeiil; eon>ianey and v.iloni our onh shield." On the 17th 
•lanuatN. l!OI. he said: “Do not suppiise that we are at the <md of the 
road." 1 make no afadiigx for (pioting more passages ol the British 
I’remier who has brought his eoiiiitr> within a measurable distance of 

vietor\ if on]\ to sliow }|ow' a national ealatmt\ lias to be fought not with 

falseliood but witli tnitli. Our mislottune is not less serious Ibati tliat of 
Britain in the early days of the war. da lakhs died in last year’s famine, 
which is a(‘tuall\ more than the casualties of the whfdi* British Kmpire in 
tins war. Here fiur Nfiuisters for* th<* sake of the spoils of offiei* iinderi‘a1{*d 
the severity ol the .sit lation as evidenced in Mr. Sulira wanly ’s now* notorious 
"sufficiency of ffsxlgrains" speecli of the tSth May, DMd. On tin* ISth .lune, 
lff4(l. Nlr. ('hurchill said; “I do jiot at all un(b‘rrate the sever’ty <^>f fhe 
ordeal whieli lies liefore ns.. Kvery man and every woman wdll have 

the chance to show* the finest (jualitics of th(‘ir root* and render the higlie.st 
f«€*rvic<* to their caus(*. lor all of us, at this time, whatever* our station, 
our occupation or our duties, it will be a help lo remember the farnous 
lines : 

“He nothing common did or mean, 

Upon tliat meriioralile scene.” 

(In tire I4th .Tuly, lfl4U, when America had not joined the w’ar anrf 
Britain was fighting sing)e*}iand<*d, he .said: “Arol now it has come to us 
to stand alone in the breaeh, and face the worst thiit the tyrant'.s might and 

enmity can do We are fighting by ourselves alone; but wi* are not 

fighting for ourselves alone." It is tliis sjiirit of facing facts, however 
unpleasant and not a mean attitude of putting them aw*;iy from j»iib/ic. view 
and snarling at any^me who wants to ventilati^iublic suffering which 
impel our Government in this hour of peril. While rice selling at its- 
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per maund at Chittagong and has been selling generally at Rs. 32 all these 
months in areas like Noapara, the birthplace of the poet Nabinchandra Sen, 
touching for a short period but never going below the level of 22 and 
while malnutrition due to people's inability to get full meal at four times 
the normal price of rice is carrying away thousands, the Press cannot use 
the word famine as if simply by shutting out that word composed of six 
letters the Government can keep away peojile’s suffering <lenote<i by that 
term. If famine do not prevail here now, it never existed on earth. An 
increasing number of destitutes i> corning into Calcutta and their number 
in that part of Uashhehari Avenue alone which i,> between Russa Hoad 
and Deshapriya Park will be not les?, than bl). If death and starvation 
come in their grim reality, what earthly purpose is served bv merely 
stopping the publication of high prices in the Calcutta Gazette'^ I’he time- 
honoured practice of publishing this information has been for the good of 
the people and in compliance with the requirements of the law of the land. 
It helped in the past the normal flow of trmle and enabled merchant.N on the 
basis of authentic information to buy where the price was cheap and despatch 
where it was high — a task wliich tlie present Government has tried but 
failed to perform in this crisis. The utility of this puhlieation at this 
moment is all the greater, charity which aftt‘r last year's famine must, 
of course, he limited c.an choose the jilague spots. If all ])lace.s where rice 
is selling from Its. 17 to Its. (il) are classified trigether under the common 
remark “Rice not available at coiitrolled rates”, philanthropic bodies like 
the Itamkrishna Mission, Hindu Mahasahha, Rharat Sevasrain Sanglia, 
Servants of India Society, Marwari Relief Society and American Thristian 
M issions which did sphmdid work last year will have to rely on newsj)a])cr 
reports for seh'cding tlieir fiehls of work. Hut such reports in the nature 
of things eannot In' as aceurate as those ol responsible otli(‘ials who are 
paid handsomely for their work. In the past a hundred jier cent. Hritisli 
rule wliich was far liettcr than this makc-helievc democracy evolved tliese 
excellent im'thods of administration of a poor country. Hengal was visiteil 
by many local famines in the past and the famine at Harisal whicli Aswini 
Kumar Dutta fought is still fresh in my memory. On none of those 
occasions did tlie (lovernmt'iit feel the necessity of sto])ping this puhlieation. 
This Government has a fatal genius for doing cxai'tly tliose things wliich 
will have tin' effeed of hastening ])eo])lc's ruin. While it will not do its 
duty, as for ('xample, by starting tree kitchens again all over the ('ountry, 
it W’ill jilace obstacles in tiu' path of those* who want to do cdianty 
on a well-conceived plan, l.ast year while Srijut Sliyama Prasad 

Mookerjee moved about at liomhay w’ith the Beggar’s howl, 

Mr. Suhrawardy’s and Sir Azizul Huque’s sjieeches about Ifengal at that 
time not Vicing deficit in respect of rice delayed the arrival of charity and 
killed thousands of lives wdiieh might otlierwise have been saved. The 
guiding princi])le of the present Govt‘rnment cannot he better de.scribed 
than with the Bengali proverb: “1 cannot do good. I can do miscliief. 
Just tell me what you will pay me for this.” Truth has never been a 
favourite virtue w^ith our present Ministers. Indeed, with regard to 
one of them a court of law pronounced that he had not told the truth. 
The highest court of law' in the land has now’ declared that the supersessiou 
of the Howrali Municipality on the plea of enemy raid first upon the 
mediaeval towm of How^rah and. if possible, then on Calcutta humming 
with gun and shell factories and a ceaseless stream of military lorries rashly 
driven at a safe distance from a receding firing line in distant Manipur is 
a travesty of truth and — I am now quoting the words of the judgment — 
“the maintenance of the vital services of the How’rah Municipality in the 
event of hostile attack had nothing to do with the making of this order”. 
The present circular of the Government to District Officers not to show the 
prevailing liigh prices is of a piece with the career of crucifying truth at 
every stage. The fact of making profits in Punjab wheat was denied by 
our Food Minister till Sardar Baldeb Singh. Punjab , Minister, and Sir 
Colin Garbett’s statements disclosed the truth. The question is — how long 
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will this state of things continue? The present circular has for its object 
nothing better than what is characterised by criminal lawyers as destruc- 
tion of evidence 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Masumdar^ >/*u must resume your seat now. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: A very severe remark has 

been made against the Hon'bJe Minister for Agriculture whose department 
is responsible for this circular. 1 however believe that the Hou’ble 
Minister did not know the obvious implication of the circular The. 
thing may have gone out in due course without his knowledge or 
without his examination of it in a critical manner. Sii\ the Hoii’ble 
Minister i.s honest and holds a unique position m this House in 
this respect. However, be that as it iiiu\ , I feel that the language used 
in the circular is really embarrassing to the (Government. Tlie publication 
of the price in the Gazette is less embarra.ssing to Ciovernuient than the 
publication ot this cinuilar. The qiie.stion should be looked at from a legal 

f oint of view, because the price ii.st is published to serve a legal purposi*. 

t should not be linked up with politics. Tliere is a section, section dll in 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, which proviiies foi enhancement of rent if iliere 
is a rise of price.s (hiring a c(*rtain period of tim(‘ aiitl section db jirovides 
for publication of the market pric(\s b\ the ('ollector of the di-stnct: 
Collectors are to supply tlu‘se particular.s to the Board of i{(‘vt*mie and that 
department ha.s to jmblisli them in the ('alcutta Gazette. I’he importance 
of this jiublicutioii cannot be exaggerated. Tins price-list is j)ublis}u*d in 
the Cahutta (razittt and is vcr\ carefully collected in all annotatt'd editions 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. it has been held b^\ (he High Court that 
courts must look to this price list in tlu' Gazitte in or(h*r to arrive at a 
correct (b*cision as to wlieth«*r there has been a ris(‘ in the pric(‘s of food- 
croj)S, In (h(*se circumstances, if the court is bound to look at tin* prices 
publislied in the (fazette, the pric<*s should be safe and reliable. No ques- 
tion of embarias.sment sliould come in in a lt‘gal publication. Knibarrass- 
iin'iit may arise wIhmi one is entangled in an irregular love aftair. in the 
matt(*r ot the publication oi prices which liuve to do with legal proci'edings, 
no (jU(*stioii of embaiTassiiient at all arises. So, J submit tliat the t'xpression 
used in tlie circular is most uiiliappy. The circular says that “(jovernment 
feels embarra.ssed by the jniblication of tlie juice of ri(*e in the Suiijilement 
to the (Calcutta Gazette". (Khan Sahib Faiuouddin Aumad : No, no.) 
Well, Sir, the circular states that, and no amount of “No, no’^ will do. 
That is wliat the circular exactly says and 1 am quoting from the circular. 
(Khan Sahib Fakiiutddjn Ahmad: Thoy said (hat out of modesty.) Sir, 
(government cannot be » ^mipared to a “mode.st lady”; I think the llon’blo 
Minister himself will refuse to accept the imputation, shyness. The circular 
says that “(invernment feeLs embarrassed by the jiublication of the price 
of rice in the Supplement to the Caelutta Gazette^ etc.” Th<^ whole burden 
of the circular is embarrassment and I have already submitted that 
embarrassment should not enter into the picture at ail. The figures do not 
concern the (jovernment. They concern only courts and the figures that 
are published should supply reliable data to the parties and the courts in 
the matter of enhancement of rent. Then, under section 39 the Collector 
is required to prepare periodical lists of market prices that is, the actual 
market prices of commodities. That is the thing which the Collector must 
a^ept and not the controlled or black-market rates or any other rates. 
The actual prices should be stated, because the Tenancy Act requires the 
actual ruling prices. For example, w^here the controlled price of rice is 
10 BeeTB per rupee but it is actually sold at 2 seers per rupee, the controlled 
rate in such a case dwindles into mere wishful thinking. Market price is 
the price which is actually prevailing in the market. It has nothing to ^ 
''^ith any theoretical prices. The price is the actual money which has to M 
paid for the rice. If the ixjntrolled rate is a certain thing and ”}®*’*®* .r* 

IS another : and if the actual rate at which rice is Bold is higher or lower 
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the controlled price, then the actual price and not the notional piioe should Ih 
incorporated in the report. The circular goes on — “• • where th< 
prices are higher than the controlled price, instead of actual price beinf 
given, District Officers should show the controlled price, but add that ric< 
cannot be had at the controlled price * * * •»» policy encouragei 

suppression of facts and does not leave the Collector option to show th< 
actual prices. But the matter has got to be considered from the legal poini 
of view alone and I submit that the circular should be withdrawn. Latej 
on the circular may be a subject of severe comment in the Civil Courts and 
in the High Court. This is too serious a matter to be dealt with from 
the political point of view. With these words, I submit that the Hon’bh 
Minister with his long experience of life should look into the matter properlj 
and withdraw the circular. Things should be allowed to go in their usuai 
course. The subject really concerns the Revenue Department but 
unfortunately the Revenue Minister, who was seen somewhere in the House 
earlier this afternoon, and must have taken notice of the debate, has gone 
away. He is concerned with this subject but is now absent from the House, 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture should not have been the 
author of this circular, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue 
Department should have been a far more ap])ropriate Minister for dealing with 
ithe question. The Revenue Minister should have told us what he thinks 
about the publication of the actual prices or prices made to order. I submit 
that in the circumstance the circular should be withdrawn : that is the 
remedy that 1 suggest to the Hon’ble Minister. With these words, 1 support 
the adjournment motion. I would further request the Minister to correct 
any imaginary prices which may have been published meanwhile. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr President, Sir, I have not 
been aliK' to iinderstund tlie underlying purpose for which this motion has 
been moved by my friend opisisite. Every action has or should have got 
a certain definite jiurpose behind it. ( Vrtainly he is trying to help some- 
body but 1 cannot understand wlioin he was going to help. By section 
di) of the Bengal Tenancy Act a statutory obligation is imjHised upon the 
Provincial (lovernment and this section has a definite purpose that when- 
ever a question of increase or decrease of rent is in issue, a certain data 
shall have to be looked after and these })rice lists are publislnul by the 
District Officers with the apiu'oval of the Board of Revenue. Whenever a 
landlord aiiplies for enhancement of rent, the average price of the last ten 
years is taken into consideration and these figures are collected by the 
District Officers in that connection. Now, in execution of that obligation 
upon the District Oflicers Oovernuieiit have to publish these price lists. There 
is a law in this country that rice or puLses shall not be sold at more than 
a certain price and anyboily who pa,^s more than that does an illegal act. 
My friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar has referred to a decision in the King’s 
Beiudi in his speecdi which has been wiitten for him by somebody 
(Mr. Harid.\s Mazi md-au : It wa.s published in the paper). Sir, the first 
principle of law is: that evidence which is ribtained in an illegal manner 
i.s not taken into cogni.same in a court of law*. For example, if a person 
goes to commit a burglary and while there he .sees another person commit- 
ting a crime is that man's evidence admissible? (Mr. Nagendra N.itii 

MonoL.ANAiiisn : Certainly admissible) but the highest authority on 

the subject says that that evidence is not admissible. Therefore, when 
the (lovernment have to publish the prices, they have to publish the prices iu 
the locality and that price is of the o]ien market; no illegal prices can 
be recorded in the official record wdiich only prevail in black or bidden 
market. Now the question is: whether under section 39, Government is 
to publish a price which is not restricted, price which is demanded in the 
black -market. Certainly Government cannot allow the entry of such 
price in the lejgral document, because it is something which law does not 
recognise. This is from the legal point of view. 
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With regard to the utility point of view, on the basis of this black- 
market prices the rate of enhancement of rent cannot be fixed. Some people 
are utilising the condition of scarcity and demanding higher abnormal 
price. Government are unubh* to trace them and run them to earth, because 
of the protection given by niy learned f. Vnds opposite in the sha]H* of dis- 
cussions of motion like this, and if these people are allowed to have their 
transactions recorded in the ofKcial documents, then when the poor people 
will come to look for evidence against the claim for enhancement of rent, 
wdiat evidence they will find? The (iovernment record will slunv an 
abnormally higli rate. Therefore, m\ IcarncMl friend is se<*king to lodj) the 
gentlemen who will claim enhancement of rent on the plea of al)m»rma1]y 
high price of rice, and not helping those people an whose btdnilf he pretemls 
to talk, namely, the pcM>r peasantry and the rent-paying cult i vators. because 
this official document will lu* a juiwerful evidence against these cultivators. 

Secondly, Sir, in the Settlement operations there is a standing rule that 
prices of abnormal years, i.e., years of famine or scarcity sliall not be taki'n 
into consideration at all, and thend'ore. here by omitting to record tlu* blat k 
market price Government is only depriving the ('oiiits of Oie evid(‘nce which 
would be relit'd upon by the courts in assessing rent against the tenant on 
claims for enhancement of rent based on prices prevailing in an abnormal 
period My learned friend, wluui lu* i.s trying to have the black market 
price recorded in the official doi ument. be is certainly trying to help a feW' 
landlords who will take advantage of this recuird. 'riiis is quite umler- 
standahle. So, as a practiral ])roposition, my friend is not trying to lielp 
the poor and suffering people. 

Then, Sir. from another point of view, it is nothing but a politiiail 
stunt. Tict them examine it carefully. The\ should know that }Hiblieation 
of abnormally high prices in the official document will produce adviuse effect ; 
and ev(‘n wdiere in a particular area the price of riei* has gone down t^i the 
normal level, the peojile there will .say “Now in tliis district rice is s(dling 
at the rate of Ks. 8 a inaund, but hwik at the neiglibouring district where 
it is selling at Ks. 20 per maund. Sf» hd. us bold back the rice, and he wdio 
w'ill ludd back will get the benefit in a short tinit*.*' In this way, a vi(dn\is 
circle will he created. Therefore, from that point of view also my learned 
friend wdll benefit a class of people who have so long benefit ted by the 
existecne of the blaek-market, namely, the loiardiTs. So, lb(‘ underlying 
pur]K)se of tbi.s adjournment motion is quite idivious. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir. a strong Oovern- 
merit is never afraid of retracing a wrong step but a tottering Government 
is afraid of its own sl'.^'lov^^ and T believe it is for this reason tliai the 
Leader of the ITouse had not the courage to wdtlidraw th(‘ cdroular 
which has been issued by his department. Sir, I could not under- 
stand and follow the argument of my friend Mr. Harnidul ITuq 
Chowdhury. For what he said was that the price that was fixed by the 
Government — that is the controlled price, only would appear in the 
Government Gazette and any other price appearing in that Gazette would 
amount to illegality. Sir, this argument I cannot follow at all. 
The circular states that wdiere the prices are higher than the con- 
trolled price, the actual price is not to be recorded, but that some- 
thing else is to be recorded, and w’hat that something is — that also is 
stated in the circular, and it is this: instead of actual price being given, 
they should show the controlled price, but add that rice cannot he had nt 
the controlled price, etc.’^ Well. Sir, if that much can he written- -that 
rice is not available at the controlled rate, etc., where then is the harm in 
quoting the price at which rice is actually available and sold? The 
argument advanced by Mr. Harnidul Huq Chowdhnry is absolutely with- 
out reason, and groundless. A statutory obligation has been laid 
the Collectors hv section '19 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. So 
saetian atanda, iti is tlie boufiden duty of the Government to »eo that t e 
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Collectors submit to the Board of Revenue price lists every month or even 
for shorter periods. In fact, in sub-clause (6) of clause 39 of the Act it is 
stated — 

*'in any proceedings under this chapter for an enhancement or reduc- 
tion of rent on the ground of a rise or fall in price the court 
shall refer to the lists published under this section and shall 
presume that the prices shown in the lists prepared for any 
year subsequent to the passing of this Act are correct, and may 
presume that the prices shown in the lists prepared for any 
year prior to the passing of this Act are correct unless and until 
it is proved that they arc incorrect". 

and then ^ain under sub-clause (3) of clause 39 it is laid down — that it is 
also the right of the tenant as well as the landlord to object to the price 
that is published by the Collector. Sub-clause (3) of section 39 runs: “the 
Collector shall one month before submitting a price list to the Board of 
Revenue under this section publish in the prescribed manner within the 
local area to which it relates, and if any landlord or tenant of laud within 
the local area within the said period of one month present to him in 
writing anv objection to the lists he shall submit the same to the Board of 
Revenue with the list^^’ 

So it appears that it is the right not only of the landlord but also of 
the tenant to know the jirice at which food crops are actually sold. There- 
fore, I submit that the circular that has been issued by Government is 
really perpetrating a wrong which no strong Government would be afraid 
to right'. 

Then, Sir, there is another ver\^ important matter in connection with 
this and it is that the public should know the actual prices prevailing in 
the different districts of Bengal at a particular time. The other day T 
tabled an adjournment motion regarding the price of rice in Chittagong, 
but I had the misfortune of not b(*ing able to impress upon you the fact 
that rice was selling there nt about Hs. GO a maund, inasmuch as you wanted 
documentary evidence from me as to how it was that the price was so much, 
and I coulfl not satisfy you on that point. Then, subsequently, T again 
came before you, Sir, with an adjournment motion regarding the high price 
of rice not only in Chittagong but also in the eastern riparian districts; 
and at that time T w’as fortunately able to produce a copy of the Calcutta 
Gazette on the point, by looking into which you were pleased to admit by 
adjournment motion. 

Now, Sir, that adjournment motion was admitted here and it was also 
admitted in the Assembly and discussed. And it produced the desired 
effect. The result was that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies had to run to Cliittagong and the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Local Self-Government Department had to run to Chittagong to 
see for themselves the actual situation. It is now, Sir, the most critical 
^riod of the season. This time last year there was a repilar famine in 
Bengal and we passed through a very serious time. So it is absolutely 
essential that the public should be informed and the public should know at 
what price rice is selling now in the deficit areas of Bengal. It may be 
to the interest of Government to hide the fact, it may be to the interest of 
Government not to allow facts to come out. But the public is willing and 
has a right to know the actual price that is prevailing in the different 
districts— whether it is being sold at Rs. 40 or Rs. 60 as in the last year. 
If it is selling at Rs. 40 per maund, is it possible for middle-class hhndra- 
lofjs and poor people to purchase rice at such an exorbitant price? For 
{this reason, the public has a right to know the actual price prevailing in the 
market and the members of the Council has to discharge their functions and 
to move the Government to do the right thing. Now, Sir, if these things 
are suppressed, it means that you will have to leave the affair entirely to 
Government to do things in whatever way they like. Well, Sir, tiunga 
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are not going on well, there is something wrong. If things were going on 
well, the Government would not have been so anxious to hide facts and 
would have reported the actual price of rice. It is a very serious thing. 
There is sUitutory obligation to do a certain thing and that is prohibited 
hy Government. Last year there we * a fauiine and this year there is a 
great apprehension about it. as there is scarcity in varioii.s parts of Bengal. 
At such a time the Di.strict Officers were told that market pncc.'i must not he 
published. Possibly it is known to all that quite reeently au attempt was 
being made by the Food Mionber of tin* Government of Imlia to import 
sufficient quantity of rice to India by shipment and regular t\issel is going 
on between the Government of India and the British Government, 
Mr. lieopobl Amery said as a matter of fact that ship]ung‘4 are being provided 
for and every facility will be given for shipping rice to India. How ran 
the general public come to the rescue of tlie destitutes unless they know 
fact.s? There is something wrong in many parts of India, pait it'ularly in 
Bengal. 1 think it is something ft»r which Government will not get any 
credit an<l Government should not put u]» any dtdenee for their action in 
publishing the circular. They should withdraw it which must he udmilti'd 
to have been issued in a hurry and without foresight. With these words, 
I support the motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir. in rising t<» suppoH 
the adjournment motion moved by my friend. Mr. Xagendra Nath 
Moholanohish. I would like to point out that the circular that ha.s )»een 
issued by the Government of Bengal prohibiting tin* publication of the 
actual price at whi(‘h ric'e is selling is a serious thing and j>osHihly the 
present Govcriunonf is not aware f>f the Icgislntivi' (‘naefment under 
%vhich this price list is puhlislieil in the (\i}i'utto GV/.-c/Zc. Attention has 
been drawn to tin* rules by different memhers of the lloust* and 1 am not- 
going to refer to it again. T would like to point out a m isapprtdicnsion 
which is passing through the mind of some* iiKunhcrs of the House and 
RpeciuIIy of my friend Mr. Ilamidul Huq ('howdhury who spoke a few 
minutes ago. 

I think. Sir, there is a confusion in his mind as to the lonirolled rate 
of rice wliich tlie (Government is declaring and the price list which is 
published in the Calcutta (lazcttc under the statutory provision of section 
39 of the Bengal IVnancy Ac‘t. T think my honourable friend 
Mr. TTamidul TTuo Chowdliurv knows it fully well that the contndled rat4» 
is being piihli.shed under the Defence of India Buies for tin* purpose of 
controlling the Thrice of rice in the province owing to the abnormal situa- 
tion that has taken place on account of th<‘ Tiri'valence of wair in Ihmgal. 
N<)W\ the ordinary purpose of that is to enable the Goverimn'iit to provide 
rice in the market at the market rate. The Ilon^hh* Mr. IT. S. Suhrawairdy 
made a statement the other day that rice was being sold in the market 
at a higher rate than the controlled rate and tliat people were not willing 
to purchase from Government stocks as the rice or other artieles wdiich are 
stored hy Government in their stores are sometimes unfit for human cons- 
umption. As a matter of fact, the Tfon’hle Minister himself admitted that 
people in Bengal would like to pav a rupee or two more for buying the 
Barisal riie in.stead of eating Sind rice which Government wu*re .siqiplying 
at controlled price. Therefore, hlack-inarket is not an under current. 
Rice is being sold by the hlack-marketeefs in the face of the Govern inenf 
officers and to the knowledge of Government officers and Government d.'ire 
not launch prosecution.s against these persons. And what is the ranmn F 
The reason is apparent and clear and I w’ould like the lionounifde memhers 
to consider the po.sition senously, A cireiilar has been i.ssiied h\ tfie Agri- 
culture Minister, I do not know how he comes in, he has been made a scape- 
goat, I think. I think the circular ought to have been signed hy the Siipp/y 
Minister or the Revenue Minister. The Revenue Minister ought to 
signed that circular ^cause it is the Board of l^veuue with whose app 
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tile price Hste would be published in the Calcutta Gazette. There is no 
question that this does not appertain to his department. 

Let us now turn to the controlled rate of price and the policy of the 
Oovernment hitherto pursued in this province. We all know that acute 
distress prevailed here last year. The circular that has been published is 
in line with other circulars that are being published and have been pub- 
lished by the present Government ever since it assumed office. The first 
circular that we find was issued by the Civil Supplies Minister last year 
after l>is assumption of office saying that there was no shortage of rice in 
Bengal. His e-\act Bengali words were WoPr 

Then there were circulars intimating that Government was 
going to bring down the price of rice and the prices were going down bv 
leaps and bounds. But we found that a.s soon as a circular w'as published, 
the effec t was that there was no rice t^) be had in the open market. Then 
what happened during the harvesting of the Aman crop? We all know 
that we had a v<*ry rich and successful Aman crop. Then again, Avs 
crop was also fairly goo<l last year. The Government ]»ursiied a ]>olicy of 
monopoly in tin* rice trade and all the normal trade channels were 
alKdislicMl. Wc know that the deficit in tlH‘ Budget was due to the 
launching of this purchase of f(K)d-stuffs by the Civil Supplies Department 
duribg the last year and also in the present year. Now. let us consider 
the eff(‘ct of flu* j)oli(y whi<’h Government is ])ursuing in the mutter of 
purchasing ric(‘. G-overnment has a]>pointed its own agents w'ho could 
purchase rice from diffcnuit dislric*ts. We know, and it is also admitted 
on all hands that the aman crop w'as a bumper crop this year. But where 
has that ric(* gone*? Whert* the Bengal rice — that i>uiuper cro]> — whicli the 
tenants harvested has gone? Surely it is not with the poor cultivat(>rs, 
l)ecaus(‘ th(*v had to sell it for the purpose of purchasing their other neces- 
sities. Traiisjjort from one district to another has been ])r(diil)ite(l so far 
us th*‘ normal trad(* channel is crmccrned. We do not know what policy 
Govt'rnmeni is ]>ursuing in the matter of transport, in the case (b)vern- 
ment agents who are purchasing ri(*c in <liffcreiit districts: but we know 
that while in one district the Government agents are pundiasing rice, in 
deficit districts like (^hittagong, Dacca and Noakhali rice is not available 
even at the rate of 4t), 4o or 55 rupees. 

Now\ Sir, w(' have heard that Government liave purchased rice from 
Sind. We do not understand why (Tovernment should purchase ri<‘e from 
Sind wIhui Bengal has a bumjicr rice cnip? The suspicion is very great, 
and we dtuiiand a statement from the Minister of Civil Supnlies as to 
w'bere lias the pun'has(‘d ri<’e from Bengal cultivators gone. The suspicion 
is great that the Government agents who have purcliased rice from the 
(Uiltivators of Bengal are selling it in the black-market at the high rat« 
of Its, IM), Bs. 40 and sometimes even at the rate of Ks. 00 per maund. 
We charge the Government agents with . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, you are not speaking on the 
adjournment inofTon. You must confine your observation to the point at 
issue. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, the point that I was 
developing was a |>oint which directly comes under the adjournment 
motion. I would like to point out 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But your time is up. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, T fully agree with 
the remarks of Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdlmry on this subject. I agree 
that Government officials should not publish illegal prices as that would mean 
recognition of the black market. Then, I would follow up Mr. Chowdhury’s 

remark by stating that thi^ black miuket price wherever published eems 
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to suggest little attempt to control the prices and to control the black 
market; and 1 would only suggest this that (ioverumeni ought to follow 
up their circular w4th a direction to re-double the ettorts of liovernmeut 
olhcers to eulorce price-control, wherever it comes to the notice of these 
ofhcers that prices are in excess of th# liovernmeut tigures. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 will not take more tUap a 
few minutes, because 1 will not repeat tlie obi, obi story that has lieeu told 
already. I will coiihue my remarks to a eeituin village in Chittagong 

with which 1 am in close toU(h, i.e., JSoapuia which has not only given, 

birth to the great Poet Nabinchandra Sen, init it is also the birth place of 
a holy Saint, Sacihu Tara Charan. 1 visitej the village my sell and 1 am in 
close touch with the village people who eume to ('aleuttu lust week. What 
they told me has some connection with the present u*.scii.ssion. 1 w'ouhl ask 
Government to make u note ol it, a> lhe\ might wish to make an enquiry 
about it, Noapura ami Guzrun are about JO mih‘> liom the town of ( liitta- 
gong. Por the lust six months the people ol theMe villages have been 

buying riee at its. jiei mauml ami t«)r the last three wet‘ks at per 

mauml. 1 fully believe what a \illage man told me ami it was also eofitii til- 
ed by <»ther Chittagong people. Now a <la\s many consumers liaM* to buy 
in the black market and tliere are profitcm.s ami black markelt*ers. One 
of them wlio liappeiied t(t la* a patient ot my ii<»ctor iiieml in t'hittagong 
is a rice tlealcr ami he coiitessed that he was also chaigtug tlie hlaek-market 
price ol K.s. d2 a mauml and oiil\ 7 da>s baek he ('hargeil my friend 

that rate. He said that be had to purclia.se this net' irom a suiplus distri<*t 
at Its. 20 per mauml and had to pay be'^ides a large sum to this man and 
that man to cross the houmlaiy ()t the <listri<*l and so on. riicrcton*, my 
point is that the wholt* thing shows e.\tn‘im* <<urupljon and hrilieis. And 
the strungest jiart of the thing is that in the ( hittagnng district ol all dis- 
tnct.s, which IS in the close.st vicinity ol the ha'*e (d War in Munmi Iront, 
tile strangest thing is that in this district (iovernineiit i.s not making any 
serious effort to see that nee is supplied from the surplus distriiOs or from 
any where at any 1 say at any (‘ost advisi*dly, let it be by aeroplane 

even it hundreds of rupees are incurred for transport. Sir, eviuy res]>(>nsif)le 
man in Ifengai is saying how i.s it that (iovernment cannot maintain supply 
or control the prices lu Chiltagong aithougli it is controlling the price of 
nee ill the 24-1‘arganas, Ifurdwau, etc. The logical comiusion is that there 
must be something w'rong about the administration in the district of 
Chittagong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy Chowdhury, it is far away from the 
Calcutta Gazette. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 am sorry. Jlut my point is 
that it is not merely a question of black-market. People are obliged to jiay 
black-maiket prices to keep themselves alive in any way; whether the price 
is legal or not, it does not matter at all; a man when he is starving is ajit 
to pay any price to save himself. If (ilovernmeut interferes and says that 
such price is illegal, that won't hold water. And it is curious that 
Mr. liamidul Huq Chowdhurj' should come here and stand up to defi‘nd 
the circular and not ask for its withdrawal- As 1 have said, it is not a 
question of black-market or illegal prices. Mr. Hamidul II uo Chowdhury 
and the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture both of them know' that from top 
to bottom there is corruption and bribeiy and that black-marketing is 
thriving only on account of the prevalence of corruption ami luihcry. 
Therefore, I suggest that that military officers be sent to Chittagong on sjicciaJ 
duty for checking this corruption and bribery. I could have uiuhrnUKxl 
the attitude of Government if they acted in that sjjirit and di<l lht*ir duty 
by the people. But on the contrary, I find that some Hon’hh* Minister 
goes and pays a flying visit to Chittagong, makes an enquiry and comes 
Back amd says that the people there have got plenty of money on account 
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oi the war and that inflation is the main cause of black markets. Well, Sir, 
what will they do with this money, if there is not enough foodstuff to buy 
with itP Are they going to eat the currency notes to satisfy their hunger, 
or are they to buy in the black market? Ljet the Minister say that the 
Government is unable to stop this corruption; we will then know what to 
do. If corruption cannot be checked, let section lid of the Government 
of India Act be applied to Bengal ; that alone can save Bengal from the 
very serious effects of malnutrition, desease and debility. 1 again repeat 
that it is section 9d that has saved Bihar. Sir, I have been to Simultola 
and Jhajha in Bihar and have seen how prices have been reduced there 
with my own eyes by the ceaseless vigilance of the l.C.S. and other officers 
unhampered by Ministry. 

Mr> PRESIDENT: Order, order: that is not the point at issue. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: All right. Sir, I have finished. 

(At this stage the Deputy President occupied the Chair.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Deputy President, Sir, J think there has been a great deal of confusion 
regarding this matter. In the first place, some of the honourable members 
of the Opposition want to know how ,the Agriculture Department could be 
held responsible for the publication of agricultural statistics. The publica- 
tion of W’eekly figures of staple crops is done under an executive order (and 
not under the Bengal Tenancy Act) under Chapter IX regarding jirepara- 
tion of crop statistics, Agricultural Statistics Manual. There is a separate 
Chapter for preparation of price list under the Bengal Tenancy Act and it 
is Chajiter X oi the same manual. It deals with preparation of price list 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act, section dJ). Under section •VJ quarterly 
and annual figures of current prices are published in the Calcutta Gazette. 
The basis of these figures is the weekly return which is publislied under 
the executive order of Government. In view of that, the Agriculture 
Department is connected with it. Gf course, when this circular was issued 
the legal aspect of the question was not at all considered. On the face of 
it, it appeared absurd that Government would fix a ceiling price and again 
publish current prices which were higher than ceiling price and so the 
circular was issued. But the circular was issued without taking any legal 
opinion. When 1 came to know of the circular, 1 made it clear to the 
House that if after taking legal opinion we found that we could publish 
the actual prices legally, I would certainly withdraw the circular. We 
have taken legal opinion. The legal opinion says that we cannot publish 
prices which are illegal. Dr. S. C. Basak, senior Government Pleader of 
the High Uourt, says in his note — “In my opinion it is not possible to regard 
the jirice in excess of ceiling price as the open market price. There maj^ 
be a black-market w'here rice may be sold at a price in excess of the ceiling 
price; but such a market cannot be regarded as an open market or mart 
as contemplated by rule 6. Moreover, it is quite clear that although the 
price actually paid be higher than the ceiling price, neither the seller nor 
the purchaser will admit it, nor it will appear from books of account that 
the price was higher tlian the ceiling price. The black-market price is an 
illegal price and the Government cannot recognise it. The price list is 
prepared under section 39 (^), read wdth section 30(6) and section 32 (a) 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The price contemplated in these sections is 
lawful price and not illegal price. 1 am, therefore, of opinion that it would 
not be legal to publish the black-market prices in the official Gazette. In 
my opinion, Government having fixed a ceiling price, it would not be legal 
or proper for Government to publish a record of transaction made in contra- 
vention of the legal ceiling price'*. 

This is the opinion of Dr. Basak. We have oiher example. Under 
section 102 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, we are to record the existing rent— 
in the course of preparation of record-of-right, — but in recording su^ rents, 
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we eumiot record rents which are illej^al hion^ in conlrnvention of sect ion 
29 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In thousands of (‘uses we had to reject 
illegal rents though actually paid for many years. In sueh cases the entire 
enhancements baa to be cut dovrn and the original unenhaneed rent n^corded. 
We could not record illegally enhanced' rents because the law contemplates 
that nothing illegal shoiild i>e recorded. That is commonsensi* and I do 
not think anything «an be said against it. One word mon‘ and about it 
Mr, Hamidul "Huq (liow’dhury has already' spoken the Oppo.sition. May 
1 enquire, by tabling this adjournment motion whom lln‘ Oppositi«>n is going 
to help*!' 1 believe they are going in kill the poor tenants. 

For, if on the basis of the black-markiq prices rents were enliaiiced 
contemplated under sections '^'2{(l) ami (A), ilu* rents would iiicrcast' by 
200 or dOO per cent. Sir, the Opposition .sa\ that tlie> aie championing 
the cause of .the poor tenantr\ but I timi tlie\ aic championing the cause 
of the landlords. However, Sir, w«‘ lia\c been advlstal that iii the price 
column no price higher than the <‘eiling pri«‘e could lie published; in sueh 
cases the column of cnrnmt prices should be bd’t blank ami in lln' rcinuiks 
column it should lie shown that rice is not available in those* places uitlim 
the controlled price. 1 want Ui ht' very clear on this point. We do not 
want to ('onceal tacts. \W» have to g«‘t hlack-mai k«‘t piir('«^ through the 
ag<‘ncy of tlu* ( ivil Supi)ii(*s Departimuit . so that tin* department might 
rush in siqiplics to the fwior p(*oph‘ in the areas when* rii-e is selling at 
rates above the ceiling rat(‘. Tin* Direi'tor of Civil Snjiplies has agreed 
that it any of tiie memhers of the Cegislatnre wants to know the hlack-market 
price, he will he ghol to supiily the infoniiat ion . 'I'he honoinaldc memhers 
may get the inioi mation. onl v tor the asking even wdieii the Council is not 
Kitting. 1 <lo not think, heing mcnil>ers of the la'gisluture tht‘y (*an ask 
the (lovernment to do something winch is ahaolutely illegal. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Mr. Deputs President, 
Sir, I am taken aliack hy the speecli of the HoiChle Ministto’ for Agri- 
ciiltnie. 1 was surpri.sed to hear the great advocati* Mr. ]lnmi<lul lluq 
('howdhiirv speaking on the admissibility or iiiadmiKHibility of evidence and 
saying tliaf it was absidutely illegal and therefore il wuh not evideiic'e. I 
had never had the fortum* ot meeting him in a forensic batih*. 1 wish I 
w’ould have liim some day but 1 must ft^ll him that that pro]>osition ol law 
is absolutely bad. Evidence that is collected, even if illegally, is evidence 
in a court of law. If it is fabricated, then it is not cvidt*ricc. I am li(‘re 
trying to show that wdiaf the Hon’ble Minister is doing is tantamouni to 
fabricating (‘videiice and T think Mr. Hamidul liinj ('how'dlnny would ccrt.'iin- 
ly recall to his memory certain well-known ca.se.s in which i*vid('nces eollei leii 
by illegal searches were admitted hy the High Court in sj>it<‘ of his 
(Mr, Ha MIDI L Ili'u Chowdiiihv: That is had law) \ou ought to go lo the 
Privy Council to set aside the derision of the Hig*!] Court. ] do md find 
any trouble over the arguments which have been advanced b\ Mr. Hamidul 
Hiiq Cliowdliury and (iu* HonTde Minister save and exc(‘pf tin* common 
remarks made b\ them emjuiring whom wv are going to help by rai.sing 
this question in the (ouncil. My first answer is: to benefit the Hon’ble 
Ministers themselves so that they may not stray out from the natli of truth. 
Secondly, I am going to show that we are here in this f'ouncil not to allow 
this sort of trickery to go on on the plea (»f illegality of price to put on 
record for all time to come what is not true. 


Therefore, Sir, it is not the question of benefiting the landlords. It is 
not the question of benefiting the tenants. It in the question of truth and 
truth alone. There is absolutely no justification on any ground whats^ 
ever to keep your record in this way, which even after 100 years wjil he 
evidence of these matters, so that we may have, to look into this 
and find out what was the condition in Bengal in the year 


would the people at that time think of us if we say " ^ine 

able at controlled price, and they would say that these gentlemen hmi 
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ulterior motive in fioncealiiij( the actual price. I would a«k iiiv learned 
friend Mr. Hainidul Huq ('howdhury to revise his commercial law once 
again to find out what is the meaning of “market price”. You actually 
control price when the market price goes higher up. When you think that 
the market price should not go so much, you want to control it. But what 
do you control)^ You control the market price. But in order to e<mtrol 
the market price you should make sufficient supplies available. If you 
cannot supply in sufficient quantities, then the black market comes into 
play and the market price goes up. This is your embarra.ssment and for 
that embarrassment you have taken recour.se to fabricating the price list 
in the Calcutta Gazette. Of course, our friends sitting on my left have 
supported my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Huq (^bowdhury. In this 
connection, may I have the permission of the House to narrate a short story? 
There was a young boy who was HUi)ported from the very beginning of his 
life by his aunt who used to encourage lifln in every vice like telling lies, theft 
and so on and so forth. When the hoy grew' old be was caught red-handed 
in an ufd of theft and he was being taken by the police to jail. At that 
time his aunt wanted to see the hoy before he was taken to jail, and the 
boy said that he w'ould like tf> Hi)eak to the ears of his aunt. The aunt was 
taken there and the boy without saying a single word bit b(*r ears and 
said that if slie had (;orrect.<*d him from the very bi'ginning, he would not 
have been taken to jail. So my honourable friends on tlie bd’t liavt* been 
encouraging the H(uiT)le Ministers in every work they are doing but a time 
will come when they (tlie Minister.^) wdll say that the\ sliould have correct- 
ed thorn earlier. 

Now, Sir, my (intention is tliat it is not what is wanted under the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. You are contnjliiig the price foi the time being 
owinf^ to tlie prevalence of tbe war; but having regard to the fact that rice 
is being sold in tbe market and tbe District Officers being awar(‘ of the 
fact that rice is being sold at higher prices, they are liound under tlie 
43tatutory provision to report correctly and tliey are not to oliey your order 
or your cdnuilar to r(*port falsely or to supjiress facts, 'riierefore, Sir. if 
you think that this puhlicuition of true juice might hurt the tenants, then 
you may make legislation, but you are not entitled to jiublisli false rejxirts. 
J say that in sjiite of the forensic ability of 103^ learned friend Mr. Hamidul 
fiuq (Miow'dhur.v, let this ease of fabricating evidence go to any court of 
law and let him def(*nd it. ^ 

Sir, iny friend asks “what about Dr. Basak’s ojiinion”? Well, Sir, we 
know how’ legal ojiinioii ('an he obtained in s{)meb()d3 s favour; it depends 
upon the manner of jmtting a case; by j)utting uji a matter in a certain 
manner they cun have an ojiinion in their owui favour. That is W'h3' I am 
sure that the other jiarty having heard the HonTrle Minister, and the 
mouthpiece of the Ministerial part3', Mr. Hamidul Huq ('how'dhur3', gave 
the opinion in the favour of Government. I’he Government liad ab.Holutel3' 
no ease at all and I have no doubt that this ])lea of illegal price is an after- 
thought . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does the Hon'ble tbe T.euder of tbe 
House want to rejrl)' to this speech? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, Sir. 1 do not think that it needs a reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the attempt that is being made by Government 
to deliberately suppress the publication of correct information in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the (iirrent and prevailing market prices of rice in the 
various places of the different districts in Bengal and to secure untrue and 
incorrect reports regarding the same by issuing a circular on or about the 
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19th June, 1944 to all Distriot Officers under the signature of the Secretary 
|o the Qnvemment of Bengal in the Agrciulture Department to the follow- 
ing effect: — 

“The Government feels embarrasse d by the publication of the price of 
rice in supplement to the Calcutt<k Gazette and District Officers 
are informed that where the prices are higlier than the controlled 
price, instead of actual price beintf given, District Officers should 
show the controlled price, but add tlint rice cannot be bad at the 
controlled price,” 

which is causing or likely to cause alarm and panic in the country, and 
demoralise the District Officers. 

(The motion was negatived, s 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned til) 
S p.m. topiorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till H j).m. on Tuesday, the 'Joth lul.v. 1944. 
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[24th July, 1944,} 


UtaHlMrt Alittfit 

The k>llowing menibers were absent from the meeting held on the 24ik 
July, 1944:— 

(1) Mr. Kader Baicsh. 

(2) Eai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(3) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr, K. K. Dutta. 

(5) Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria, 

(7) Mr. H. Kabir. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. A. Latiff. 

(10) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee, 

<12) Mr. R. 8. Purssell. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Dr. K. Talukdar. 
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mGAL lEGlSLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Ssssioiiv 1M4^No. 64. 


The Council met in the I/egislative Chamber of the Legialatiye 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 25th July, 1944, at 3 p.m., being the 
sixty-fourth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 02(5) (a) 
of tne .(jrovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (th§.Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions standing in the name of the Hon’hle 
Minister for Civil Supplies will stand over till tomorrow, as he is not present 
in the House. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, he is expected any moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the House cjiniiot wait for him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information, Sir. Art 
you going to fix up the date with regard to my niotion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not now, Mr. Das. I shall talq? up the matter after 
the questions are over. 


Orifrtit Press of liulia. 

243. Mauivi MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Publicity Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the names of the news agencies subscribed by the Government with 
the amount paid to each of them; 

(h) whether he is aware that there is a news agency, named Orient 
Press of India; 

(c) whether the Government are considering the desirability of sub- 

scribing the services of this news agency also; and 

(d) if the reply to paragraph (c) is in the negative, what are tlie reasons 

therefor ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Ptilin Behary Mtillick): (a) (1) Indian News Agency Telegrams — 
Rs. 480 per mouth. 

(2) United Press of India News Service — Rs. 520 per month. 

(3) Orient Press of India News Service — lls. 400 per month. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 


HARIDAS 


Adjournment Motions. 

MAZUMDAR: 1 have an adjournment motion which 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, your adjournment motion raises an 
issue identical to what had already been discussed in oonuection 
another adjournment motion moved in this House on tJm 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das which ran as follows .--“This Council do aJjoura 
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itfi business to disctisi a definite matter of urgent public impertemee, namely, 
the failure of the Government of Bengal to meet, by the adoption of proper, 
timely and adequate remedial measures, the very serious situation wmch^ 
arising out of the outbreak of prevent ible diseases following ihe famine, has 
taken and is taking a huge toil of human lives from all the districts of the 
province.” Perhaps you have forgotten about it. So, this adjournment 
motion cannot be discussed. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is a continuing necessity. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, it is not a continuing nece 8 sit 3 ^ 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: iSuppf>sing there is a riot in the town of 
Howrah on a particular day and there is an a<ljoumment motion and after 
25 days or a month another riot takes place 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ riiat is something h> pothetiral. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I will in a moment show that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, let us not suppose something and come 
to a decision. Pule (5) says that a motion must not revive discussion on 
a matter which has already been discussed in the same session and thii 
matter was, 1 remember definitely, discussed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If the situation lias aggravated since then, 
that is, if the position of malaria ttxlay, towards the end of July, has become 
far more serious than the situation arising out of the malaria epidemic on 
the 9tb Febriuiry, would it not be a new matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has not become far more serious. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: From the rei)ort, Sir, you will find that 
on the 18th ihe A^mrita Uiuar Patrika stated that the scourge of malaria 
is creating havoc 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case, this is substantially the same question 
and 1 cannot admit your motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
made a statement 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may move this matter in some other form, not 
by an adjournment motion and the Hon’ble the Leader of the House, if he 
likes, may make a statement. You cannot move this motion. I am bound 
by the Hules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, there is onother adjournment motion 
standing in my name which runs as follows : That this Council do adjourn 
its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not iieoessarv to read it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: namely, the situation arising out 

of the judgment of the Special Bench of the Hon’ble the Calcutta High 
Court regarding the Howrah Municipal affairs and Mr. B. P. Pain, Chairman 
of the Howrah Municipality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou need not read it. I have got your motion 
before me. One point on which I would like to be satisfied is this: what do 
you mean by “the situation arising out of the judgment of the Special 
Bench P” What is the situation? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The situation is this: From the 
judgment it appears that the facts or allegations made against Mr. Barada 
Prasanna Pain were true. No oounter^ffidavit was filed in the oourt to 
meet those allegations and the Bench held that the supersession order wee 
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not valid and the very gentletnan who was the Chairman of that municipality 
U still an Hoii*ble Minister of the Bengal (loveriiiuent. Ue is one of the 
members of the Cabinet. So, when these alienations urC proved ajit^^iost the 
Hon’ble Minister, when the supersession orcler has been held not to be 
bona fide, then how can he continue to a Minister of the Beiif^ul govern- 
ment. When it is clearly an abuse of power, this Ministry also is to be 
blamed and we want to discuss tlus matter. It is a very urjjent and important 
matter from the point of view of the public and we 'want to discuss it. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: May 1 bear <.t(>v<*rmnent on the point H 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMBOt 

Mr. l*residont, under the rule, an adjoiirninent nmti«*n can be brought on a 
definite matter of urgent joiblic importance for which (h'vernment is respon- 
sible. The (pic'^tion of siijiersesHion of the Howrah Municipality has lH*en on 
the tapis for a Ion;; tinu* and it is a very old question. It is not a matter of 
recent occurrence. The order of supersession was given by the Government. 
The matter was taken to the High Court and the High Court has given 
its decision. 1 do not understand what situation has arisen out of the High 
Court decision. Gn the other l»and, over the question there is a difierenee of 
opinion between the Executive and the Judiciary, and therefore, we have 
applied for permis.sion to the Federal Court, and permission has been given 
by the High Court for this ap])eaj to the Federal ('ourt. Although it. may 
not be technically nuh jiidire, it may be said to be xuh judice in the sense that 
we intend to file an appeal to the Fetleral Cimrt. Thertdbre, suppose we 
discuss this matter and conu* to a decision tfalay and then t)ic judgment of 
the High Court is dissimtcd from b,\ the h'edcrnl Cj)urt tomorrow, what will 
happen? Undtr these circumstances, my suhinissitm ti) you as the President 
is that this do(‘s not come witlun the purvi(‘w of an adjeunnment motion and 
so far as the judgmt'nt nt th<‘ High Conn is coiiceined. Government can only 
take action b\ filing an apjical. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The matter cannot be regarded as xv}> judicv^ as you 
have not tiled tin* appeal at yet. 

The Hon”ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have 
already sulunitted that in the technical sense the matter is not xuh judic6, 
but as Government has got the permission of the High (\>urt to file an 
api>eal to the Fecleral (a>urt, it may be said to be xuh judice. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Is 'he Howrah Municipality functioning? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

Municipality is functioning. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How? Government passed the supersession order 
under the I>efence of India Buies, and the High Court issued an injunction 
against the ofiicer who was appointed by Government to run the municipality. 
So how can the Municipality function at all ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the 
municipality is functioning. The question is this up to this time, under 
the High Court’s Single Bench order, the municipality has been functioning, 
80 far as I know. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister admits that no appeal has yet 
been filed. So the matter is not at present sub judice, I do not think there 
is any substantial objection to that point. 1 am not satisfied from the 
Hon’ble Minister’s reply that the municipality is functioning. 1 do not 
understand how the municipality can function. Government passed orders 
a^erseding the municipality and the High Court jiid^pn^nt prevents the 
omcer appointed to run the municipality from functioning. So, evidentJy 
there is a stalemate and that is the situation, in my opinion. Theref ore^^I 
give my consent to this motion being moved and I fix tomorrow, immediately 
after the questions, for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 
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•iMeitI Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, Mr. Das, what is your point? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my motion was admitted on Wednes- 
day last as a special motion by arrangement and the Deputy President left 
the date to be fixed by you when we wanted a date * 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Yes. Bui as no Special Motion was formally 
tabled 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. That motion was itself to be treated as a 
Special Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. No, Mr. Das, 1 am afraid you have to table a Special 
Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am reading from the report, Sir; it is 
as follows: Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury was in the Chair and 
said that there was a consensus of opinion in the House in favour of this 
motion being taken up as a Special Motion. He ruled that it should be so 
treated. As regards the date he would leave it to the President to be fixed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I hope you will realise that the Chair has 
no power to convert «n Adjournment Motion into e Special Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But what J have narrated was the opinion 
expressed from the Chair that day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps that ruling was given out of deference to 
the wishes of the House; but I may tell you that a formal notice has to 
be given of such a motion. If any one wants to move a f^pecial Motion under 
rule 9(j, he will have to take the consent of the Chair, then tlie motion has 
got to be sent to the Government and the Hon ’hie Minister in charge has 
also to give his (consent })efore it cjiii be actually included in the agenda. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I point out one thing, Sir? My 
point is that on the very day that the Adjournment Motion came up it was 
accided to be treattnl as a Special Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I .am afraid it could not be so treated. You are a 
lawyer, Mr. Das, and you should realise the technical difficulty about it. 
Evidently, there would be no objection if you send in a notice of the motion. 
And I hope you will do so if 30 U really w^ant to have the matter discussed 
as a Special Motion. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : If that is your direction, 
then he will certainly comply with it; but we are referring to the matter as 
it acttially happened on that day when Sir Nazimuddin wms prepared to have 
the matter moved as a Special Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These are very technical matters and I have got to 
follow the rules very strictly, Unle.ss there is a formal motion under rule 96, 
and I ^idmit it ana the consent of the Minister in charge is received, no 
motion can be discussed as a Special Motion. The Chair has no right to 
convert an Adjournment Motion into a Special Motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: May 1 refer to what happened 
on that day, SirP All the procedure laid down in rule 9G was followed on 
that day. As % matter of fact, after the Adjournment Motion was admitted, 
the Honourable Home Minister stated that it should be discussed as a 
Special Motion and it was moved as a Special Motion and the Deputy 
President who was acting as President accepted the motion as a Special 
Motion and only the fixing of the date remained and that was left to you, 
Sir, 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAIIS Because we did not want to have it 
dUacuaaed on a non«o£Bcial day, which was the sugrg'estion of the Home 
Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whatever might have happened, first of all a fcNrnud 
notice should be given 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASt The Deputy President did not say any 
such thing, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ‘There was a consensus of opinion” that is what the 
Deputy President observed, “that this motion would be treated as a Special 
Motion'*. As regards the date on which the discussion would take place, 
that was left to the Chair to fix. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir Nazimuddin said that it w’ould be 
taken as a Special Motion — r- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is better that you should give a formal 
notice of this Special Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Permit me to say, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, Mr. Das, what is the difliculty in giving notice 
of this motion ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I may point out tl»at when I wanted to 
move it, it was treated as if I had given notice of this motion. And Sir 
Nazimuddin accepted this view also. So there W’as the consent of the Chair, 
there was also the consent of tlie Minister in charge eonct'nied, and it wae 
therefore tieated as a Special Motion; only the date was not fiMMl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Ihis, \ou forget the language of your own 
motion. Your motion was that tiui House do now adjourn. Certainly you 
cannot adjourn tlje House and move a Spc<‘ial Motion on the same terma 
at tli(‘ same time I So 1 rule that you will kindly give notice of your Special 
Motion. I will admit it and I presume that .(iovernment would not object 
to it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, in that case I do not know when the 
date will Vie fixed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The date will be fixed as soon as possilde. But let 
the motion be submitted first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, the ruling that was given the 
other day with regard to ray motion by the Chair, that ruling has been ruled 
out by you. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 must be guided by rules. The Chair has no right 
to convert one kind of motion into another. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, the motion was accepted as a 
Special Motion and Sir Nazimuddin agreed to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have given my ruling. I do not understand what 
ifi your difficulty in sending in a formal notice of your motion now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It means throwing back an urgent matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why? You send notice of the motion to me and it 
will be admitted tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then, Sir, you will fix another date 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I can fix it tomorrow. 

Longer sitting of the Council. 

Khan Bahaihir M. A. MOMIN: May I mention one thing, Sir, before you 
take up the discussion of the Agricultural Income-tax Bill? You have seen 
during the last month how little progress we have made with the Government 
business, namely, the Agricultural IntJome-tax Bill. This week and 
days in the last week have all l^en taken up in discussing adjou 
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motioUB and otUer moticma and 1 think thia afcate of vill eontiavD for 

#omo time more. Under the circumstances, if you follcMr the ordinary rule 
of carryinu on the meeting of the House only for two hours a day, I do not 
iliink we Miall be able to make any progress with regard to the Bill. More- 
• 0 fveTf if I am allowed to say so, in discussing the Bill we are not going on 

in a business-like manner (Mr. Shkisii Chandea Chakkaverti : This 

is a reflection on the House). No, 1 said **We are not going — . — But 
if the cap fits him, I can’t help. Now, Sir, are we to go on in this way 
indefinitely or are we going to finish the Bill in a reasonable time? If that 
is your wish and the wish of the House, the only alternative is to give more 
time and we should henceforth sit for longer hours. Two-hour-sittings 
every day will not make any effect on the progress of the Bill if things go 
on like tfiis. Even though ihe adjouriimeiit motions are defeated, still they 
have to he brought in and so they are taking up the time of the Hpime. I 
suggest that from the next week or from tomdrrow or whenever it suits the 
jdeasure of the House the lime of tlie sitting should be fixed at 4 hours and 
if necessary w'e may sit for whole night. After all, it is no use coming 
here for two hours. As a matter of fact, this House has in the jiast not 
even sat for two Ijour-s daily. There were holidays and other things. So, 
We have done very little jirogress. I suggest that the hours of sitting 
should l>e doubled and if that does not also lead to fair progress, we must 
sit all night. 

There i.s anotlier jioint to be '‘onsidered in this connection. Sir, Ramzan 
begins, I believe, from the 21 st of the next month and it will be very difficult 
for the mofussil merabers to s1a\ on at Calcutta at that time. I hope all 
these things sliould be taken into con.sidcration. 

Mr« HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, practically the time for the consi- 
deration of the Bill has been doubled, as the first hour reserved for (juestions 
and answers are now being utilised, there l>eing no questions practically. 
As regards (he adjournment motions, when there are urgent matters of 
publics importance, we arc^ entitled to move ff)r ad joiirnnient of tlie House. 
As regards the extension of time of daily sittings, we have every objection, 
ae after •sitting for a long periojt from February, we do not want to sit for 
longer liours. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I object to longer hours than usual. 
From 19d7 till now, tlie j)ractice lia-< always been uniform. I remember on 
one occasion when the Leader of the House was the Leader of the Opposition, 
at the time of the consideration of the Bengal Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, the then Education Minister, Khan Bahadur Abdul Karim, 
thought that he could finish tlie Bill in two days but Uie ()i>position took 3() 
days and never .sat for more than two hours. At tJiat time not a single 
objection was raised by the (jovernment. Here is a very important taxation 
Bill whieh is going to affect the jieople of Bengal as a whole, and we have 
tabled as many as 500 amendments. Now, at the very beginning of the 
consideration the Hon’ble Minister stood up and issued a fatwa to the 
members on the opjiosite side that this Bill sliould be passed without change 
of a comma as if we are so many nutarnatofu; they forget tlie fact that this 
House i-s a revising body. 

Then there is another point. We have in our midst businessmen and 
lawyers who cannot be away from their place of business for a long time. 
Soine of them come only at the time of voting on a particular important 
amendment. It is not possible to keep them engaged here day in and day 
out. If they have to sit for more than two hours, they will be restive 
because they have to attend to their other business also. You will, Sir, also 
take info consideration the health of the members of this House because 
sitting for more than two hours Tvill affect their health. So, upon all these 
founds I object to the ^extension of time of sitting. 

Mr. W. B. p. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, I he«ur Hr. Das refcariAg 
to the buflines^men who find it difficult to keep themaelv^ away froiia ^eir 
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%ii 0 uiesae 8 . We would also weleome aii;^ extension of hours so Omt we might 
finish the Bill and get back to our businesses. One further point Mr. Das 
referred to and that is the procedure of this House in the past. Ho went 
back to 1937, but 1 distinctly remember and I am corniborated by one of 
my colleagues that on otcttsionH we sat for more than two hours. On one 
occasion, I remember we sat from 2 p.p. to (> p.m. in the eveninjf. Two 
hours is not sacrosanct that we shall stick to it always. Finally, it seems 
to me that when the House ha.^ aceejded the prinrij>le of the Bill, we might 
deal with the details as quickly us possible in u businesslike manner. 

The Hon^ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, may 1 point out 
that it would not cause very great inconvenience to honourable inemnors who 
are alleged to be very busy men. If, for instance, we sit beyond five o’clock, 
it would be very convenient, because 1 do not think that even busy men who 
do very much business do anything between five and six. On the other 
hand, it might help these bus> men if we go through the Bill and finish it 
in the course of two or three weeks, because it would give them more 
leisure and make them more free to attend to their husiness. 1 entirely 
agree with tlie Leader of the Eurojiean (iroup that w^e should sit longer hours 
to economise time for ourselves ultimately, ami I think the House will be 
well-advised to sit hmgei hours. Therefore, 1 would reqm‘st the Opposition 
to agree to an extension of time. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, out of 11 pro- 

vinces in India there are Second Chambers in six of the provinces, and 
nowhere do the Second Chambers sit for moie than two hmir^i ordinarily. It 
is very true that in the past we sat for a little more than two hours, but 
euch oc('asions were \a‘r\ larc. Tins is a very imjjortant Bill, aiul although 
we liave accepted tlo' j>riii( iplc (»1 tliis Bill, we arc now going Uirouph the 
detail.^. The ])roviNions of tlu* Bill are so very iiuportunt and are so fraught 
with far-rcachiug con.'itMjUemes that we should give our best though is on 
the (luestion in this Hou.m*. rherefore. Sir, 1 tliiuk we should proceed vory 
filow’lv s(» that it may not be neccs^ary after a short while to bring in another 
amending Bill that will be passed in ibis House. Mr. Das lias already said 
that this House is the House of the Elders where there are elderly people 
who can liardly aftOrd to devote more tiian two hours at u time. It will 
impair their efficiency. With these few' words, 1 object to the proi>osal 
for an extension of time. 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, 1 endorse the view* 
of all my friends who opposed the proposal for an extension of time. It has 
already been -shown that the time of meeting has been practically doubled. 
Due to shortage of questions in the agenda, practically the whole of the 
two hours is being utilised for consideration of this Bill. The other point is 
that the Opposition is interested in the amendments and they tliink it their 
duty to scrutinize them and j>ay sufficient attention to them so that the 
defects in the Bill may be remedied. But if Goyernmetit want to gag us, 
then it is a difi'ereiit question altogether. If Government i-H so anxious to 
finish the Bill hurriedly, then the best course for them w'ould he to apnly 
to the Governor for an Ordinance on the subject as they are doing in other 
matters. If the Government want to stifle the Opjio.sition in this way, then 
all that we can do is to appeal to you as the custodian of the rights and 
privileges of the House and request y«ni to look to the interests of us, who 
constitute the minority party in this House. 

I do not know why Khan Bahadur Momin should all on a sudden raise 
this question, although we find that be comes very rarely in this House 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order, order, that is not relevant, Mr. (’hakraverti. 

I think we have heard all sections of the House now and 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: except one sectiim. Sir. 

,'wliiok is also deeply interested in the matter. May I hare a word, i 

Mr. PREtlDENTl Tes, certainly. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, aomehow or other, I aeem 

to be the guilty man. (Khan Sahib Faridudoin Ahkad : Whom do you 
represent?) Well, I represent, may be, only myself, but I also represent 

f ood and constructive work in the House. The position is this, Sir: the 
[ouse is sought to be punished for the delay in the progress of this Bill ; 
no doubt, there ha?i been some dela^’, but for this who is guilty? Are they 
those members who have carefully gone through the Bill and have proposed 
amendments or does the fault lie with bad draftsmanship? I submit the 
fault lies w’ith bad draftsmanship. Sir, there is another aspect of the 
matter. We are doing some amount of intellectual work, however 
unap})reciative or inattentive some members of the House may be to it. 
(Khan Sahib Fahiduddin Ahmad: Most members do not agree w’ith you.) 
Well, that ehows that those members are not attending to the business of 
the House. That is an admission whicli hardly does credit to the honourable 
mem))er8 on that side of the House. The j)o8iti()n is: that w'e are doing 
some amount of intellectual work, and I think everybody in this House shoula 
be disposed to agree with this view. It is fairly obvious that int<*llectual 
work of thi-s tyi)e recpiires some amount of preparation. We cannot speak 
ofi'-haiid and do two liours’ work here <>n an iinpoitant Bill like this unle.s8 
we have also made some more hours’ work before or unless we make some 
hours’ work after. We have got to work both before and after we meet here. 
As to the cheerful suggestion of some lionourahle memhers including one 
from the Kuropean group that w'e should sit whole nights, if accepted, it w'ill 
turn thi-s august asstunbly into a night club. 

Mri PRESIDENT: Order, order, Khan Bahadur, that is hardly relevant. 
Flense resume your seat. 

I have listened very carefully to the views of the different sections of 
the House. There is no doubt that we are making ratlior slow progress; 
there is no doubt that for various reasi^ns we are n(>t making much ht‘adway 
with the main business before the liou^e, and it is desirable that we should 
speed up. Either we should do so 'within the time, that is, the usual time 
of two liours, or by sitting longer hours. These are the two alternatives 
left. Now, as regards the. argument of intellectual work or that the Council 
cannot sit for more tlian two hours, or again the argument advanced by Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Cbaiidra Banerjee that througljout In<lia the Upper House 
flits ordinarily for two hours only — although 1 do not know where he gets 
this information from — 1 may say that the Honourable Judges of the High 
Court may he supposed to be doing some amount of intellectual work and 
they do not do their work for two liours only; then there are the Advocates 
of the High Court who too may be supjKised to be doing some intellectual 
work, and Khan Bahadur Naziriiddiii Ahmad himself as Public Prosecutor 
of Burdwan has to do some intellectual work, where there is no time-limit 
and where he has to be on his legs for 5 or b hours at a stretch perhaps, — 
to that argument, therefore, I attach not mucli imjiortance. lint it is the 
question of convenience, jirovided that consideration does not militate against 
the disjiosal of the business of the House. 1 propose to give my decision 
after duly considering this matter, tomorrow. One fact mentioned by Khan 
Bahadur Abdul Momiu Sahib is that Ramjan is approaching and many 
members bailing from the mofussil will be put to great inconvenience if 
they have to remain in Cabmttu and cannot go home. That is a point which 
the Chair must take into consideration in coming to a decision. We have 
got to proceed with the business of the House. It is certainly the privile^ 
of the Opposition to criticise the Bill by moving amendments and it is the 
duty of the Chair to see that the privileges of the Opposition pe fully 
maintained and they are given every facility in expre.'jsiug their views; but 
at the same time the business of the House must proceed. I propose to give 
my decision on the matter tomorrow and I hope the House will accept that 
decision. 

The House will now resume further discussion on the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill. 
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TIm B«iig«i Agrtottlfural Inoomt^tix Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: 8ir, I waa apaakinff on 

amendment No. (17 which was moved by my triend Mr. Naprendra Nath 
Moholanabish the other day when the Hpuse was adjourned. 1 was referring* 
to the question that the addition of the words **or in the case of Mualim 
Trusts commonly known ns Wakf-tiL-al-aulmV was not only unnecessary but 
that it really introduced confusion which oup^ht to be removed in order that 
the clause itself as a wdude might not lead to a construction whitdi was not 
intended, viz., that W'thkf estates under the Muslim trusts may he excluded 
from the operation of the clause. When I was referring to amendments. 
62A and Gd intended to be moved by my friend Mr. N\ir Ahmed, he wanted 
to rise on a point of order saying that an amendment which was mU moved 
could not be referred to. My friend Mr. Niir Ahmed ought to have realised 
that I was quite within my rights in referring to the amendments prt)posed. 
What I w’as going to say was that the prop<»sed amt*nilment of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed really 8U]ij>orte(l my argument and it was eleur tliat the (government 
realised the force of the objectiiui whieh I am now raising with regard to 
the iuterpr<‘tatiou of clause 4 of the Hill. If, as is contended by the 
Hon’hle tlie Finance Minister, the first four lines of the clause* include all 
trusts: IJinilu, Christian, Anglo-Indian, Euro)>ean, llinhlhi.-t , Muslim and 

the Hrahmo religious trusts, why is it then that in the last two lines Muslim 
trusts commonly known as \Vakf-<il-n1-(tuhuls are agair) mentioneell' li 
means that really the Muslim trusts arc im» 1 includeul in tlie first four linea 
of the clause. I hope the llon’hle Minister will realise that in order to 
construe a Statute there must be a harmonious construi tion t)f all i>arls of it 
and every part of it shouhl be given eflect to. I also think the Finance 
Minister knows that in the* cu>(‘ of construction of a Statute it is not 
permissible to refer to his assurances given on the fltM)r of the House which 
oiumot in any way be brought in in a ( ourl of law ft>r the pur)>ose of coii- 
Bt ruction of the Statute or to the speeches of the honourable )uembers of the 
House. There is also the principle of construing a Statute, namely, that 
where there an* general words fullow’ed by jiarticular w'ords, the general 
words should yield to the specific w’ords. Now’, if this (‘onstruetion is taken 
into account, tlien it w’cuild he clear that .so far as Muslim Trusts are con- 
cerned, the last two lines refer to them and therefore the first four lines are 
excluded and in that view’ it may be sugge-ited that ordinary wakfn are not 
included in the exemption. Although it is clear that that is not the intention 
of the Legislature, it is ne(‘essary to consider seriously whether these two 
lines should he retained if Muslim trusts commonly knoyrn as Wakf-al-al- 
aulads are included in the first four linw as I hold they are, if the con- 
Btruetion which the Hon’hle the Finance Minister seeks to jmt upon them 
is correct. Then, it is clearly redundant and may lead to the difliculty I 
bad pointed out before. It is sought fo he supj^orfed on the ground that 
Muslim trusts known as Wakf'dl -a} -aulads are of a particular and peculiar 
nature and therefore they have been mentioned. 

I am sorry the .supporters of this argument have not really appreciated 
what W akf-aUal-aulads really mean. If we look to the Muslim law and the 
principle on which Muslim Wakf-al-al’aulofh are supported, wo find 
that the real reason is not the maintenance of the descendants of the wakeef; 
when a man intends to constitute a wakf of his properties, he dedicates the 
property in the name of God and absolves himself from all interest in it. 
God becomes the real owner of the property. If a man makes a wakf of all 
his proi>erties, then he really places himself and his family along with others 
at the mercy of God and is entitled to His protetifion. If in .such case a 
proykion is made for himself and his family, it is not to he 
uncharitable or unreligious, that is the original idea of Muslim U akf-al-air 
aulads. It is therefore nothing unusual and should not Iw looked ^ • 

special idea. The property really vests in God. I, therefore, submi i 
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W aJcf-al~al-auladi really do not stand on a footing different from ordinary 
wdkfs. I submit that this amendment should be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. President, my 
honourable friend Mr. Banklm Chandra Mukherjee spoke more as a lawyer 
engaged in a case than as a legislator. Wakf-al-aUaulcul is a particular 
kind of wakf, mainly for the benefit of descendants. This, I believe is the 
translation of llie word. Here is a case of dharity beginning at borne and 
therefore we are entitled to tax those l>€neficiaries who enjoy portion of the 
income of the property for tlieir ownselves. It is only a portion of the 
income which is actually em|)lo\ed for charitable purposes that is sought to 
be exemr)te(i. Cljari table objects and iJehattnrs have l>een exempted by sub- 
clause (i) of clause 4. 4’herefore, 1 lliink there is very good reason why 
Wakf^n-al-auJads shoubl 1 h» mentioned specially saying that that portion of 
the income of sutdi trakfs as are devoted to charitable objects may be 
exempted only to that extent. 

Sir, 1 ojiposc* the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (^ue.stion before the House is: That in para- 
graph (h) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words “or in tlie case of Muslim trusts 
commonly known as in lines 5 and fJ be deleted. 

(The ameridni<*nt was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA pA8: Sir. 1 }>eg to move : Thai in para- 
graph (h) of elauM* 4 of the Bill, after t)he words '' \V akf-al-aUaxdnds'* the 
following Iw* inserted, namely: — 

“and in the case of persons producing evidence satisfactory to the Agri- 
cultural Income-tax Officer in the manner prescribed of their 
having undertaken to contribute regularly to the funds of any 
public institutions for religious or eliaritable purposes out of the 
income derived from agriculture.'’ 

ISir, tlie meaning and purjiose of my amendment is clear from tlie word- 
ing. It does not reejuire amplification. I would only try to explain my 
viewpoint by some examples or illustrations.* Suppose the Maharaja of 
<'oHsimbazur undertakes to contribute regularly fo the funds of the Calcutta 
University or to the Jadav|K)re (^)llege of Engineering or sujipose the 
Maharajadhiraj flahadur of Burdwan decides to contribute regularly to a 
V fund either for religious or for charitable j)ur]>o^cs, should not their income 
derived from their lands be excluded from assessment? That is the point. 
Now. T should think that it has a very laudable object, and as it is, the 
amendment if accepted will also encourage ])eople to come to the rescue and 
advancement of jjublic institutions. With these few words, I move my 
amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Order, order. Amendment moved that in para- 
graph (h) of clause 4 of the Bill, after Uhe words akf-aUal-aulads^ the 
following be inserted, namely: — 

“and in the rase of jicrsons producing evidence satisfactory to the 
Agricultural Income-tax Officer in the manner prescrilied of 
tlieir having undertaken to contribute regularly to the funds of 
any public institutions for religious or charitable purposes out of 
the income derived from Agriculture." 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. President, I 
oppose this amendment, because a provision like the one which is being 
proposed by *my honourable friend Mr. Tialit Chandra Das would leave a lot 
of loopholes. I can understand a ^ift in respect of a property being created 
by way of trust and allowanc'e being made for that, l^at is the practice 
of the Indian Income-tax Department. But where an assessee is in full 
ownership of the property, there is no reason for counting reduction in 
respect ot sums spent on charity and when that expenditure is not necessary 
for earning the income. Sir, I would oppose this amendment 
oonscientiously. 
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•Ir. PRESIDENT* Order, order. The question before Henee is 
that in paragraph (6) of clause 4 of the Bill, after the words 
auladii*' the following be inserted, namely: — 

**and in the cose of persons producing evidence satisfactory to the 
Agricultural Jucome-tax Omeer in t^je manner prescribed of their 
having undertaken to contribute regularly to the funds of any 
public institutions for religious or idiaritable juirposes out of the 
income derived from Agriculture." 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 4 of tlic Bill, in paragraph (/>), for tlic word “appried” in line C, the 
W'ord “applicable" be substituted. 

Sir, this is merely a drafting aincndmenl Th(‘ Bill-('lausc exempts 
trom taxation those incomes whicli are act\iaU\ “n/)/>/o7/" d\iring ilu\ year 
for purposes of all tdasses of trust. The amendment would exempt “all 
incomes whicli arc really apvlicahle for sucih imrnoscs”. If there is a trust 
which provides that tlie wliolc of the income sliouid be applii'd for charitable 
or religious purposes, llien ai'cordiiig to the ainendnMnt, the whole incuuno 
should be eximijiled it it is sptuii partly in the same >ear and partly in the 
next. The Bill-clause provides that to be exempted, the whole musi be sjicnt 
in the year. Supiiose, a tru.st jiroperty has a net iiicoin<‘ of Us. TiO, ()()() and 
also aiippos(‘ that the trust provides that the whole income of U». 50,000 

should Ih‘ atiplied for charitable ]>urpos4‘s, and su]>i>osing that, for some 
accidental reasons, tlie amount could not be so a)>]>li(*d Ix'fore the year 
closes but only Us. 40,000 is applied during the year and the balam'e is 
applied in tlie beginning oi the next year. »So far as tbo Uill-elnnse stands, 
t4ie whole of the unspiuit amount shall be tnxabb', wlieroas the principle of 
the amendment is that if certain profit or income is n’s<'rv<‘d, for jiurjioHcs 
of charity, then it should be excluded The te^l i>, : wlu'tbiT the whob‘ is 
reserved for charitable or religious purposi's or wbetlicr it should bt‘ the 
actual expenditure. The amendment has reftu'once to the terms of Ohe vuikf 
or charity or dehattar and other things; the Bill-clause <lcj>ends upon the 
pure accident of actual exr>enditure. The principle which is incorporated in 
the Bill really supports the amendment. This is the purpose behind the 
amendment. With tJhese few words, 1 inovtj my amendment and hope it 
will be accepted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clau.se 4 of the Bill, 
in paragrapli (/;). for the word “applied” in line (>, the word “applicable*’ 
be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, on a first read- 
ing of the notice of tliis amendment, I myself thought t])at it was just a 
drafting amei^ment but from the .spt*ech of the mover I find tliat there is 
seriou.s objection to accej>ting such an amemlment. I’he mover would like 
to protect the misap])lication of portions of the fund iilUdted to charity for 
personal use. 1 cannot be a ])arty to this. Sums actually applied to 
charitable objects will certainly be cr)nsidered for the purposes of exemption ; 
but if we are to exempt all sums which are anniicable to charitable objects 
but not actually .spent on them, then w© shouJn bo encouraging dishonesty. 
On these grounds, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House — 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May I rise on a personal 
^planation f 

Mi** PRESIDENT: I do not think you can make a second .speech, Khan 
Bahadur. 

KlUll Blrindur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Not » Aecond Kpoeoh, tat I 
wanld like to laake a personal explanaticKi. 
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Mr. PREtlDENTi All right. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The Hon’ble Minister 
assumes that my point was that whatever money was not spent for chariW 
would be spent for personal purposes. That was not my object, Sir. It 
may be that this unspent money would be spent next year. Any income, 
reserved for charity, and unspent during the year should not go to the 
pocket of the trustee. That is not my point, for that would constitute a 
breach of trust 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that will do. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May 1 have any observations 

from the Ilon’ble Minister on this explanation of mine? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I am not convinced, 
Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 4 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the word “applied” in 
line G, the word “applicable” be substituted. 

(The ninendnient was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: T beg to move that in 
clause 4 of the Bill, in paragraph (/;), for the word “thereto”, in line 6, 
the words and coniuia “to sueh trust, legal obligations or religious or 
charitable purposes” be substituted. 

The word “thereto” has a (dear reference to some of the matters which 
ore detailed in the amendment. The way in which the clause has been 
drafted would make the purpose of the w'ord “thereto” doubtful, and this 
has been already adverted to by some speakers. The scope of the word 
“thereto” in the text is doubtful and miglit lead to trouble hereafter.- So, 
in order to be very explicit and to remove all possible doubts, I have sought 
to incorporate the words which would make the meaning absolutely clear. 
This is a purely drafting amendment and is intended to make the thing 
absolutely clear, and should be accepted by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 4 of the Bill, 
in parngra])h (6), for tlie word “thereto”, in line G, the words and comma 
“to such trust, legal obligation or religious or charitable purposes” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: This amendment 
unlike Ihe previous amendment is really a drafting amendment; but 1 do 
not think lliai it is necessary, because the word “thereto” is quit© clear. 
Sir, 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion before the House is : that in clause 4 
of the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the word “thereto” m line 0, the 
words and comma “to such trust, legal obligation or religiols or charitable 
purpo.ses” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 4 of the Bill, in tlie Explanation, for the word “Charitable” in line 1, 
the word “charitable” be substituted. 

Sir, the amendment is purely of a drafting nature and it attempts to 
substitute only a small letter for a capital letter with which the word begins. 
The expression “charitable purposes”, "which appears in the body of clause 4, 
has been defined in the E^tplanation, In the Explanation, the passage 

means this: In this section “Charitable purpose includes ”. The word 

“charitable” in clause 4 begins with a small letter, but in the definition it 
begins with a capital letter. The invariable rule is that in the definition 
clause the word defined begins with a capital letter only when it is so used 
in the body of the Bill itself. There are many examples in clause 2. There 
ia no earthly reason why the word should begin with a capital letter. The 
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oae of the capital letter is a mistake. In the ciroumstanoes, I aubmit that 
ttuB is a drafting mistake and should be corrected. 

Mr. PH ESI DENT 8 Amendment moved that in clause 4 of the Bill, in 
the Explanation, for the word “Charitable'* in line 1, the word “charitable" 
be substituted. 

The Hoii’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM I : Sir, this amend- 
ment seeks to amend a printing error which I think could well be taken 
into account when we bring in an amending Bill. It is unnecessary now. 
So I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in 
clause 4 of the Bill, in the Explanation, for the word “Charitable** in line 1, 
the word “charitable** be substituted. 

. (The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move: That in clause 4 
of the Bill, after paragraph (6), the following now’ paragraphs be added, 
aamel3’ : — 

“(r) anj' agricultural income devoted to charitable purposes for which 
proper audited accounts are kept, 

(d) receipts accruing^ from agricultural land in Bengal which are of a 
casual and non-recurring nature.*’ 

Sir, charitable purposes have been detined in the Explanation given to 
seetif)u 4 of the Bill. Jt inclu(l(*s r<*lief to the poor, education, medical 
relief and the advancement of an^ other objm't of general public utility. 
This being so, if agricultural income is spent for furtherance of this object, 
— and audited accxuints would be able to show it to ih<' satisfaetion of the 
Agricultural Income-bix Officer, — then I think it should be considered as a 
fit expenditure for which no assessment should be made. Secondly, the 
receijits accruing from agriculture which an' of a nou-rccurring Aaracior, 
being of a casual nature, should aWo be excluded. 

With these words, I move my amendment. 

IV!r. PRESIDENT • Amcmlmenl moved: That in clause 4 of the Bill, 
after paragraph (4), the following new paragraphs be add(Ml, namely: — 

“(r*) any agriciiliural income devoted to charitable purposes for which 
proper audited accounts are kept, 

{d) receipt.s accruing from agricultural land in Bengal which are of 
casual and non-recurring nature.” 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to support the 
amendment wliicli ha.s betii moved by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. Thcie is also a similar amendment standing in my name. 
Now’, if wo look to the meaning of the word incoSne, it means something 
which comes regularly and every year and therefore I .say that receipts 
which are of a ciisual nature and w’hich are not annually aceruing from the 
land should be excluded from the operation of the Act. Now under sub- 
section (d) of section 4 of the Indian Inoome-tiix Act of 1922, there is a 
special reference to incomes which are of a casual or non-recurring nature 
and provision is made that they should be excluded from being taxed 
under the Indian Income-tax Act. I do not understand why that exclusion 
has not been provided for in the Agricultural Income-tax Act, when we find 
that in most instances the framer.s of this Bill have been punctilious in 


following the provisions of the Indian Income-tax Act. Now, it may he 
suggested as to what are casual gains. This has also been con.sidered and 
provided for by rules made under the Indian Income-tax Act. The two 
conditions laid down in the Income-tax Act in order that the exemption on 
the ground of casual profits may be taken advantage of are the ' 

They must not be the profits of a profession, vocation or 
^arise from business that is from any venture or concern f j would 

trade, commerce or manufacture ; and they must not be 
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only refer the hoitour^ibie members to the woitis *'tbey iziu»t ndt be annual* \ 
There are many such casual receipts in case of agricultural lauds whiok 
people do not annually receive but are only casual^nd I would submit that 
those should be excluded from the operation of the Act. Ajiother-way of 
considering as to wlietlier it is a casual gain or an annual income is to sea 
whether the gain was made in cxjuiiection with any operation of carrying 

out a scheme for making profits within agricultural land. I hope the 

Hon’ble the Finance Minister will realise that there are many items which 
come to an agriculturist casually and are not annual and therefore a provision 
ought to be made as in the Iinluin Income-tax Act, so that these casual 
receipts are excluded from operation of the Act, 

I may refer tlie illustrations given in the Indian Income-tax Act Manual 
as examples of casual receipts — 

(i) A purcihases a house with a view to re-selliiig it at a profit; his 
|)rofit8 from the transaction arc liable to income-tax even although 
it he an isolated transaction. B purchSwSes a house for his own 

residcuice and lat(*r on sells it at a profit; his profit is not liable 

to 1)0 taxed. 

The IJ on’hle the Finance Minii^ler and the honourable members of the 
House will kiu(ll> n(»te ilie distimdion between tli^ two classes of cases. 

(li) A wins a i>rize in a lottery or a bet on the race eoiirse; liis receipts 
tilierefroin are not assessed. 

J need not repeal other instances. On the other hand, the yields from 
Treasury Hills are taxed under the Indian Income-tax Act. 

With th<‘se words, F su])port the amendment which has been moved by 
my friend Mr. Lalit Cliandra Has. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the House haa 
already given its verdict on botli parts of tliis amendment. As to the first 
part, 1 need not repeat what 1 said a few minutes ago in connection with an 
amendment of Mr. Lalit (?thaudra Has; and as regards the second part, 1 
spok<‘ at some length on a prc'vious occasion on an amendment moved by 
Mr. llaridas Majumdar- 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Wljat is the number of that amend- 
ment, please ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: It is amendment 
No. 02. 

I do not proj)ose to make tw(» separate speeches. I oppose the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 4 of the Hill, after paragraph (h), the following new para- 
graphs be added, namely: — 

“(r) any agri(‘uliural income dcvottxi to charitable purposes for wdiich 
projK'r audited accounts are kept, 

(</) receipts accruing from agricultural land in Bengal which are of a 
casual and non-recurring nature.*’ 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Clause 4, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that olause 4 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that ill 
clause 6 of the Bill, in paragraph (t), tke words ‘*or revenue” in liue S be 
deleted. 
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Sijr. I need not repeat the ai 7 ?iimenta which I made in connection wiHt 
another amendment of mine of a similar nature, but there an objection wa» 
taken that the definition of afrricultiiral income as given in the Income-tax 
Act or in the Government of India Act should not be altt^red. I do not 
think that objection applies to the amendment which i am now proposing^ 
and therefore the defect in the drafting 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, I am sorry. There is on© lat* 
amendment hy Khan Hahadur Naziruddin Ahmad which is not on tho 
printed list hut which was admitted. It is amendment Xo. 7^11. Now^ 
Kluan Bahadur Sahib, do you propost' to move ity 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sit 

I beg to move that in clause o of the Hill, after the words “Itejuls c»f 
agricultural income’^ in line ‘.i, the words “and iti* nlher“ In* insetted. 

Sir, it has already becti given out by the llfjirhle Minister in chargo 
that it is not projKtsed to t<ax anylH>»ly for itK'ome arising out of buildings: 
that is to say tliat jiaragraph (r) of suh-dause (/) (d‘ elau'ie ‘-i ot the Hill 
would not be actually put into operation; but during the debate on 
paragraph (r) of the defitiition of agric'ultural ituiome, it was shown that 
there are cerUtin clauses in the Hill wdiich in .spite of the absence of reterciu'© 
to that piiragraph in clause o would mak<‘ agricult und imsune from buildings 
taxable. In order to remove 4»ll doubts this amendment is profHised, If 
this amendment is accepted, then paragrajdi (r) in the definition of “agricul- 
tural income” ('an nov(*r he hiought into op<‘ration; otiM»rw*ise there may I)©* 
a tax realised on this head, although the Hon’hle Minister says that h(* does 
not wish to tax anybody on this ground. Hut c}hus«‘h i\ and 7, the charging 
clauses, an‘ rather too wide to allow this kind of income to (‘scape taxatiort 
in spite of the assunince of the Ilon’hle Minister. I think this amendment 
wdll give effect to the real desire of the pilot of the Hill and also to the 
real desire of tin* House. Tf. for e(‘rtain technical reasons, paragraph (c} 
in the defiintion of “agricultuml income” has to he retained, it (-.an ho 
effect]vel> excluded from taxation hy flie addition of the three w'onls in the 
amendment. The ameTidinent will, therefore, remove all jK»ssihle doubts, 
and should he accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 5 of the Hill, 
after the words “heads of agricultural inemne” in lifie 2, the words ‘‘and 
no other” he inserted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment moved by my friend, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. As 
I jjoinled out while 1 was moving tliat sub-clause (r) which referred te 
buildings in the definition clause of agricultural income in clause 2 shouM 
he deleted, it was not only redundant hut also mischievous. You will find 
that so far as the principle is concerned, it wuis intended t-o imjMise a tax on 
buildings in the original Hill; hut the two sections which provided for 
taxing the inoonie from buildings were omitted in the Lower TTonse, after 
the refKut oi the select committee. Here, the Hon’ble Minister has made 
it quite clear that income fioin buildings will not he taxed. If that he so, 
then ! would submit, as I submitted before, that the retention of paragraph 
(c) in the definition clause was rather nn»eliievou.s and it is also ambiguous. 
It may he that the as.sessing authorities, in the absence of any express 
provision anywhere in the Hill wiih regard to express exclusion of the 
income from buildings, would be peiplexed by seeing a reference U) the 
income from buildings in the definition clause and they nmy be inclined t-o 
include the income from the buildings; in order to avoid that difficulty and 
in order to make the administration of the Act and the ta.sk of the as.sessors 
easy this amendment has been proposed. With these words, I support the 


amendment. 

The Hoil*ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I 

apprehension in the mind of the mover i» quite unnecessary 


think the mis- 
ancl unjustified. 
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We have excluded the portion *^of income from buildinga, etc., from the 
purview of the Bill and there ia absolutely no danger of that class of income 
Ming taxed. So I do not see any purjMse in changing the marginal note 
to cmuse 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that in clause 5 
of the Bill after the words “agricultural income” in line 2 the words “and 
no other tneans” be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: I beg to move that in 
clause 5 of the Bill, in paragraph (t), the words “or revenue” in line 3 be 
deleted. 

Sir, I need not repeat the argument which I advanced in support of a 
similar amendment in connection with the definition clause itself. The 
objection in connection with the definition clause is not applicable to the 
amendment which I am now proposing for consideration of the House. If 
that objection is removed, 1 think the House will accept the amendment 
because the language seems to be rather not only vague but is quite 
inappropriate. Agricultural income, as <lefined in siib-ckiuse (a) of clause 1, 
would not have been referred to as “agricultural income” or revenue. No 
agricultural income is derived from revenue which is paid from the 
provincial revenue. Therefore, the words “or revenue” is inappropriate 
there. With these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Amendment moved that in clause 5 of the Bill, in 
paragraph (t), the words “or revenue” in lino 3 be deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD. Sir, 1 rise to support this 
amendment. The House would be pleased to remember that in the dis- 
cussion of paragraph (r) relating to the definition of agricultuial in(U)me, 
the words “or revenue” were objected to and attempted to be removed 
from the clause. Tlie reason of the IIon’])le Minister’s opposition then was 
that this definition was an exact co])y of the defiiiilion of the “agricultural 
income” as given in tlie Indian Inc^)jue-tax Act. Another argument was 
that the (Government of India Act, by section 31], had sanctioned the 
definition of “agricultural inc-ome” as it is given in tlie Indian Inconle-tax 
Apt. On the giound of sanctity, it was held by the Hon’hle Minister that 
the removal of the words from the definition would s<' tar impair the 
definition that it would be rendered whollv void. In the Bihar Act, these 
very words were actually omitted but it was held by the Federal Ciourt that 
the Act was not, on that ground, illegal. Wliatever reason there ajipeared 
for the retention of these words in the definition clause on the ground of 
sanctity, there is no reason why they slioiild he introduced in (dause 5 which 
is the operiitive clause. The ground of sanctity under which the Hon’ble 
Minister took shelter does not really apply in clause f). Here, the taxing 
section includes the w’ords “or revenue”. As has been already clearly 
shown, the words “or revenue” will not only be unnecessary hut thoroughly 
unmoauiiig. You will be pleased to remember, Sir, that the word “revenue” 
in Bengal ha.s a peculiar meaning. Revenue is not rent hut it is’ any 
payment which a subject has got to piiy to Government. This distinction 
between rent and revenue is unique in Bengal and Bihar. 

As this House does not consist of so many experts on the Revenue law 
of Bengal and Bihar as you are, a word or two by way of further explana- 
tion seems necessary. Revenue is payable by zemindars and other 
proprietors to Government. Can you tax that revenue? That will be 
rather taxing the income of Revenue Department by another department — 
the Finance Department. That is meaningless and illogical. The objec- 
tions which were raised by the Hoir’ble Minister against the omission of the 
words “or revenue” from the definition clause, do not apply here. Here, 
the question of aanoiity does not arise. The Government of India Act 
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does not sanctify it. Therefore, the words “or revenue ’ are not only 
superfluous but mischievous. It is for this reason that I particularly 
support this aiueudinent. This aiueudineiit is extreiuoly iiuporUint anci 
I must confess that it had escaped my utteutiou. With these few words, 
I support the amendment. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir. ii it was sanc- 
tity on tile last occasion, it i.s coiisisteiu\ on this occa.iioii. K very where 
in BeuKiil, revenue means land revenue. That ineiniiujr is (tmhned to that 
particular iirovision of a particular legislative eiiactim'iit. We propose to 
retain the words, 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before tin* House is: That in cdauao 
o of the Bill, in paragraph (/), the words “or revenue' in line he iloleted. 

(The amendment was negativeil.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 heg to move: That 
in clause o of the Bill, in paragraph {ti), the word “agrii ulturar* in line 
d be deleted. 

Now, Sir, 1 would request the honourable imMiibers to look to the word- 
ing as they appear in the original Bill itself and then iht'v would find the 
reason for (his amendmenl. The clau.se reads thus: agricultiiial income us 
defined in suli-cLuise {h) of clause 1 4il section ‘d hercmattcr ndernn! to «ih 
agricultural income from agriculture. 1 think, Sir, no lurther words would 
be necessary to support my amendment. What 1 want t(> say is that the 
word “agricultural” shouhl be deleted and the clause should stand “lJ(‘n‘iii- 
after referred to as incsime from agricultun*”. As a mattci ol fact, if you 
look to the subsequent clause.s ;in(l the e<arlier chiiises of the Hill, wi* do not 
find anywhere any reference to the sentence — iigriculiural income from 
agriculture. Kverywhere we find either reference to agricultural income or 
reference to income from agriculture. 

1 therefore submit that the word “agriculturar’ in line d should be 
deleted in order that the clause niay be understandable. With these few 
words, 1 commend my amendment to the acc.eplama* of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Amendmeut moved: that in clause 
5 of the Bill, in paragraph (//), the word “agricultuml” in line d be deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD. Sir, I rise to support this 
amendment. The expression in the Bill, namely, “agricultural income 
from agriculture ' amounts to gross tautology and is so much jarring to 
the ear that auy one not having the nerves of my honourable friend Khan 
Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad would be thoroughly shaken by this. VVTmld you 
tolerate the use of such expressions as “horse’s flesh from the horse” or 
“human milk from a woman”? Is this over-accuracy necessary? I sub- 
mit that the doubling of the expression “agricultural” and “agriculture” 
is grossly insulting to the intelligence of this Hou.se. II the expression is 
“income from agriculture” as in the amendment, then the meaning will be 
quite clear. But “agricultural income from agriculture” is not only a 
superfluity but bad draftsmanship. So on these grounds, 1 submit that 
the amendment should be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO8AIN1 

Sir, I wish to say a few words in this connection. Sir, there i.s a cle<fir 
distinction made betw’een the two kinds of agricultural income — one is 
agricultural income from rents and another is agricultural income from 
agriculture, i.e., from ploughm|( 6nd cultivation. One is raiyat'n 
and the other is semindari income. These are two distinct 
is why the expression is put within inverted commas. I am very - 

my two learned friends who are eminent lawyers couhl not under* 

161 
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The Hofi’ble Mr. TULftI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I Lave nothing to 
«ay after what has been said by my honourable friend, the Leader of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 5 
of the Bill, in paragraph (n), the word ‘‘agriculturar* in line 3 be deleated. 

(The amendment was negatived.). 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 5 of the Bill, for the word ‘‘appearing’* at the end of the clause, 
the word “provided” be substituted. 

Sir, this is a drafting amendment. On a careful examination of similar 
passages in the living and dead Acts, it has been found that the use of the 
word “appearing” is really connected with a purpose, but anything which 
is already there does not find expression in the word “appearing”. We 
always say “purposes appearing” but “things provided”. In the circum- 
stances, the word “provided” would be a better substitute and would fit 
in with the established practice of draftsmanship. With these few words, 
I offer my amendment for the consideration of the members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in clause 
6 of the Bill, for the word “appearing” at the end of the clause, the word 
“provided” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. In my opinion, the word “appearing” sounds nicer than the 
word “provided”. My honourable friend has referred to section 6 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act. It runs as follows: — 

“Save as otherwise provided by this Act, the following heads of 
income, profits and gains, shall be charageable to income-tax in 
the manner hereinafter appearing, etc.” 

Sir, I ithink both the Government of Bengal and the Government of 
India are agreed that “appearing” is a better word in this context. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 5 
of the Bill, for the word “appearing” at the end of the clause, the word* 
“provided” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 5 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 6, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in clause 
6 of the Bill, for the word “Agricultural” in line 2, the word “agricultural” 
be substituted. 

Sir, this is also a drafting amendment. The House will be pleased to 
consider that the word “Agricultural” does not requite to begin with a 
capital “A”. It should not begin with a capital letter unless it be in 
accordance with the rules of grammar ; that is. unless it is placed at the 
beginning of a sentence or forms the first wora in a line in poetry. In 
the circumstances, the letter “a” of “Agriculture” should begin with a 
small letter. That is a very simple position. In fact, it is a pity that this 
siiiall thing should have escaped the attention of the draftsman or of those 
who are responsible for drafting of the Bill. I wish, therefore, to substitute 
a small “a” for the coital Such use of capital “A” is not to be 

found anywhere else. Tnis amendment is calculated to improve the text and 
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to AToid the grammatical error. There is, after all, the question of usapre 
and the question of grammatical accuracy which is to he rcsjvected although 
there are some of us here who are ready to laugli away all ideas of 
grammatical propriety. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moxed: That in clause G of the Bill, 
for the word “Agricultural” in line ‘J, the word “agricultural” be 
substituted. 

Tim Hoil’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: As on the previous 
occasion, here capital “A” is neccssiiry, and that is what we have been 
advised by our drafting experts. I must, therefore, opjKise the ameiulment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is (hut in clause G 
of the Bill, for the word “Agricultural” in line 2, the word “agricultural” 
be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 beg to move that in 
clause G of the Bill, the words “or revenue” iu lines 2 and d he deleted. 

It may he asked why I am again moving this ainendnuml after a similar 
amendment in respect of this very clause has been negatived earlier. The 
reason is ap})arent. I find here tliut this is the dirt'i t ( lansi' wlnue we are 
going to make provision for assessing this tax on agiicoill ural .income. 
Therefore, no ambiguity should he allow'ed to remain 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

On a i)oint of order, Sir. A previous amendment in resptud of tins very 
section and in respect of this very matter also having been lu'gatived, this 
amendment cannot arise, ddiis amendment rais<*s tiie very iiuestion that 
the t‘arlier amendment raise<i. There it a])peared in inverted comma and 
here again also it does so; namely, “agricultural income liendmifier 
referred to as ‘agricultural income from rent or revenm*’, etc.”, in clause 
r)(?), and the very thing ajqiears also here in clause G, lines 2 and d. So 
he cannot move the deletion of an expression which has been retained by 
the cons<*nt of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will do, Khan Bahadur. 1 think he i» right 
Mr. Mukherjee. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 do not think, Sir, he is 
right, because in clause 5 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I may remind the honourable member that amendment No. 78 is being 
moved and not 79. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Or, I am sorry. Sir, I 
agree with the Hon’bie Leader of the Hou.se and I don’t move 78. T will 
move amendment No. 79. 

I beg to move that in (dause G of the liill the words “and revenue” in 
line d after the word “rent” be deleted. 

Sir, the reason why I move this amendment is this-^ 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

On a point of order, Sir. This amendment is also not in order. After 
having said ”rent or revenue” in clause 5, it become.s conserjiiential — in 
respect of all rent and reveniie”. S<j I do not think it can lx; moved. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, flie paint is 
that Government in their Bill have always inserted the word reve 
after the word “rent”. That is the definition I think 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But 1 think it is consequential. 
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The Hon’bfe Mr. TULif CHANDRA COtWAMI: Sir, it is conse- 

quential. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: But, Sir, ‘ in respect of 
all rent and revenue” will be inconsistent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It seems to me that it is consequential. So you 
don’t move it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I beg to move that in clause 6 of the 
Bill, in paragraph (ii) of sub-clause (I), after the words ”local rate” in 
line 1, the words “or tax” be inserted. 

Sir, I want to make it clear — any local rate or cess includes tax. If 
there is any fresli tax that should be included — that is what I mean in this 
amendment and that is the reason w’hy I have moved it and hope that it 
will be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause of tlie Bill, in 
paragra])h (ii) of siib-rlaus(* (/), after %he words “local rate” in line 1, 
the words “or tax” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the words “local 
rate” are .appropriate; hut if by the addition of the w^ords “or hix” the 
honoiirahlt* mover means taxes like sales tax, etc., sales of the cro]), then 
such t4i^ would be 4ilIowed and we have alre^uly provided for that in siib- 
clavise (10) of clause fl. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is : That in clause 
6 of the Bill, in paragraph (n) of sub-clause (7), after the words “local 
rate” in line 1, the words “or tax” be inserted. 

(The am(‘ndment was negatived.) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I b(‘g to move: That in clause G 
of the Bill, in ]»aiagruph (if) of sub-clause (7'), after the words “Education 
cess” in line 1, th(‘ words “and including the tenant’s share of any such 
rate or c(‘.ss” b(' instated. 

Sir, landlords are g(‘nerally required to pay all sorts of cesses and there- 
fore they are entitb‘d to this relief. They should be allowed to realise the 
cesses from th(‘ tiuiants and this should be included. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause G of the Bill, 
in ])aragruph (//) of sub-clause (7), after the words “Education cess” in 
line 1, the words “and including the tenant’s share of any such rate or cess” 
be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; Sir, this amend- 
ment is not only unnecessarv but is misleading. The Education cess which 
the landlords pay is generally realised from the tenants, though in law the 
payment is not conditional upon the tenant’s paying the cess. I oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in clause 
G of the Bill, in paragraph (ii) of sub-clause (7), after the words “Educa- 
tion cess” in line 1, the words “and including the tenant’s share of any 
such rate or cess” be inserted. 

fThe amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move: That in sub- 
clause (1) of clause G of the Bill, in paragraph (n), after the words “in 
respect of such land” in line 2, the following be added, namely: — 

“Payable under the Cess Act, 1880, the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Act, 1930, or under any other Act which may come 
into force hereafter.” 
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Sir, I more this amendment to make the definition expressly definite and 
clear. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; That in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 6 of the Bill, in paragraph (it) after the words “in respect of such 
land” in line 2, the following be added, namely : — 

“Payable under the Cess Act, 1880, the Bengal (Hurul) Primary 
Education Act, 1930, or under any other Act which may come 
into force hereafter.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 think this draft- 
ing amendment is unnecessary. I oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause (J) of clau.se G of the Bill, in paragraph (/i), after the words ‘‘in 
respect of such land” in line 2, the following be ailded, nanudy : 

“Payable under the Cess Act, 1880, the Bengal (Hurah Primary 
Education Act, 1930, or under any other Act whi(*h may come 
into force hereafter.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir. 1 beg to move tlmt in 
sub-clause (2) of clause G of the Bill, the W'ord “borrowed” in line G be 
deleted. 

Sir, 1 would refer the honourable members of this Hou-^e to th<» elinise 
itself for the purpose of understanding tlie amendment wliicli 1 am moving. 
Clause G refers to agricultural income subject to the following allowam'es, 
and ill the case of the allowances under sui>-chins(* (2) a pnoision is made: 
“where his interest in such land is subject to a morl^iage or otln'r capital 
charge, tin* amount of any interest ])aid by him in the ]>reviouM year in 
respect of such mortg'age or charge, and where such land lia^ betui ac(iuir(‘<l, 
reclaimi'd or improved by him by the use of borrowed capital . ” I 
proposi* tliat the word “borrowed” should he dtdeted, because I think that 
it w'ould he admitted on all hands that it is iu‘C(‘ssar\ to inj]»iove tlie lands 
and funds are necessary for that. He may not use it from the horrowc'd 
capital. He may use it from the income which lie has derived from the land 
itself. That amount ought to he given to him by wav of allowamcs. With 
regard to allowances, I say that the capital amount that is eniployisl, even 
if it i.s not borrowed, should be excluded. If it is spent from tin* agricul- 
tural income, it is for the improvement of that very land. T do not know 
why the Hon’ble the Leader of the House is astonished at tliisy Tt is not n 
question of interest, it is a question of a capital amouni that h;»s been spent 
for improving the land and if the capital amouni has been taken up from the 
income of the land itself, I say that ought to be excluded frf)m tin* operation 
of the tax that year. If it is not excluded, then people will ind he inclined 
to improve their lands, because they w’ould liave to pay tin* income-tax on 
that capital amount that may be spent, and it may be that he would not 1)0 
in a position to pay the income-tax if he has spent the <apital amount which 
he had to use for the purpose of improving the land itself. 1 would like to 
hear the Hon’ble the Leader of the House with regard to this amendment. 

With these words, I support the amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-clau.se {2i (t{ clause 
6 of the Bill, the word “borrowed” in line G he deleted. 

The Hon'ble Khen Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUOOIN HOaAiMs 

Sir, mv honourable friend wanti that the entire capital that is .^pent on 
improvement or reclamation of the land should be excluded (rom ( i c 
tion of the tax. If that i* the object of hw amendment, then he should 
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haTe hiked for that in his next amendment. But he has not done so. So 
his amendment becomes meaningless, and therefore I oppose this amend- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I think that the 
amendments Nos. 84 and 85 should go together, for independently they are 
meaningless. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If that is so, then I move 
both of my amendments together. Therefore I ask the leave of the Chair 
to move both the amendments together. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no objection to your moving them together. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (2) of clause G of the Bill, the word “borrowed'’ in line G be 
deleted. 

I also beg io move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 6 of the Bill, for the 
words “the amount of any interest paid by him in the previous year in 
respect of such capital” in lines 6, 7 and 8, the words “the capital so used” 
be substituted. 

I do not think 1 need make any speech. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

My honoumble friend wants that even money spent on the acquisition of 
land should be excluded from this tax; if a man purchases land for further 
improvement of his existing land, even that purchase money is to be left 
untaxed. I do not think that is at all fair: Therefore, I would opi>o.se the 
amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 support the amendment. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Which amendment I'' Or do you supjwrt lK)th the 
amendments ? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I support both the amend- 
ments. They are consistent and are linked up together, even though they 
are separate. The first amendment without the second would be illogical, 
as has been pointed out by the Leader of the House; but taken together, 
they assume a symmetrical sliape. Sir, the position briefly is this : Money 
spent for improving the land will increase the income from tlie laud, and 
that will yield increased taxation. This increase in income from land 
will be taxed; but you are in addition going to tax the capital itself whicli 
will bring about this increased income. Once you are taxing the income 
and then again you are taxing the capital; that amounts to double taxation. 
So if you exclude this sum from the tax, then there will be no harm 
because it ^^ould encourage the people to improve their land. Some 
encouragement should be given to the peojde to spend on imj)rovement of 
agriculture which is one of the objects of the Bill and which is laid down 
in the Floud Commis^jion's Report, although nowadays that report meets 
but with scant respect from this House. Still, Sir, that should be the main 
object of the Bill. If encouragement is given to the people for improving 
their agriculture, then Government would be gaining in improved receipts, 
and the rai>/ats would be encouraged in practising frugality and })rudence. 
But instead of doing that, you are going to tax their capital with which they 
are to bring about the improvements. That is not fair or prudent. With 
these words, I support the two amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I take it that we are 
discussing amendments Nos. 84 and 85 together. The purpose of these 
amendments is partly to restrict the scope of the sub-clause and partly to 
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enlarge it. The sub-clause at ptreaent provides for allowances in regard to 
interest paid on capital borrowed for imnroviug land but the amendments 
suggest that interest should not be allowed as a deduction but that the whole 
of the capital should be allowed as deduction, irresnective of whether such 
capital has been borrowed or not. First of all there is no reason why 
interest should not be allowed es deduction wnen the capital has been 
borrowed for the purpose; secondly, expenditure of capital cannot be allowed 
as deduction from income: this cuts across the principle of the Bill itself. 
Therefore, I oppose both the amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 6 of the Bill, the word “borrowt'd” in line G bo deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
( 2 ) of ckuse G of the Bill, for the words “the amount of any interest paid 
by him in the previous year in respect of such capital”' in lines G, 7 and 8, 
the words “the capital so used” l>e substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 3 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adlournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 2Cth July, 
1944. 
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ii«fiib8rt AlWMit 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 25th 
July, 1944: — 

(J) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr, Huinayim Rezti Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. K. K. Ihitta. 

(4) Kluiii Ikihatlur Abdul Gofran. 

(o) Mauhiiia Mohd. Akrum Kliaii. 

(()) Mr. Abdul Ijatiff. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(8) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(9) Mr. K. S. Vurssell. 

(10) Dr. K. S. lUy. 

(11) lUi Ihihadur it. B. Roy. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Siinyal. 

(Id) Dr. K'U.siruddiu Talukdar. 

(14) Khan Siihib Maiilvi Wahid uzzaman. 


BGP-44/5.a569A-7B0 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sasstoffit fM4 — No. 65. 


The CoFNi II. met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the Leirislafive Building, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 2(>th July, im4, al d p.m., being the sixty- 
fifth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section fi2(^)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Sir Buoy Piiasao Si'* ,ii Hoy, k.c.i.k.) waa 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy has left for Datca. With your p(‘rmisslon, I would 
like to answer the questions standing in his name tomorrow. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Ver\ wtdl, Mr. Suhrawardy ’s <juestif)ns will b» 
Ijiken up tomorrow. 


Datenus 8j, Profulla Ranjan Chakravarty and 8j. 8udhir Kumar Aich. 

244. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: i<n Will th(> Ilondde Minister in 
charge of the Home l)o|Kulmeiil 1 m* ple^ised t^> >tat<‘ if the (iovernment 
<’oniemplaie tie* deslrahiiity of relea.siiig 1 Vofe.s.mirs ProfulLa Banjau (3iakni- 
varty and Sudhir. Kumar Aich of the Brojo Mohan (hdh'ge, Barisal, wdH» ar© 
still in <lel«*nliony 

(A) Do th<‘ (jovernmeiit consider tin* ndvisability of proviiling ll»em with 
Mutable allowances for their nuiintenance 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (^/) No. 

(b) No. The honourable member may refer to Bengal Security Prisunera 
Hules 8 and 14. 

Sir, I would like to add to tlie an 8 W(‘r and it is to the effect that 
quest Kui {b) wos a bit vague. It i.s not clear whether the honourable 
member meant maintenance lor the pris<jnerh themselves or for their families. 
As far as maintenance of the family is concerned, tlie families of both the 
security prisoners are in receipt of maintenance allowance. As far as the 
security prisoners themselves are concerned, the honourable member no 
doubt is aware that the policy of the Government is not to grant any personal 
allowance. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what allowances are allowed to the families of the detenus for 
maintenance P , 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Security prisfuier J*rofulIa 
Ranjan Chakraverty was at first granted a family ullowanc^^ of Rh. 50. But 
that allow’ance ha.s been increased to Rs. 75 per month by Government IcHer 
No. so and so, dated 30th June, 1944. Security prisoner Sudbir Kumar 
Aich was originally granted an allow^ance of Rs. 40 per “*"“* 7 * 
from 12th May, 1943Tbut this was enhanced to Rs. 60 per month from Ibih 

^ptember, 1M3. , 

162 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Were tke»e security prisoners informed 
of the reasons for which they were taken into custody and, if so, did they 
reply to those charges?' 

Th 0 Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: Before the new Ordinance 
was promulgated, it was not customary to inform the security prisoners the 
reason why they were taken into custody ; but under the new Ordinance, the 
provisions of which are strictly being followed, 1 assume that these security 
prisoners are being informed in the manner suggested therein. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As the (juestion refers to tbeir reh^ise, 
did the ITon’l)Ie Minister lake into consideration the loply tlmt was giv<‘n by 
those security prisoners to the (“barges made against them?' 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 have already said,, 
the provisions of the new Ordinams* hava* l>een complied with and (jovern- 
ment think tluit they (onnot be released at ihe present time. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 ask tbe ITon’ble Minister vvliether 
he personally examined the.se cases and took into account tbe explanation 
that they ga\(* in reply to the charges?' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have nothing further 
to add to wluit 1 liave alrmdy stated. 

Longer hours of sitting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V esterda\ there \\a.s a suggestion alHuit longer sit- 
ting. f have very carefully considered this (jut*sti()n. Now, in view of the 
fact that U]) till now we have not been able to make sufficient progress with 
the prim'ipal business before the House and in view also of the fact that 
Rmnzntt is a jiproat h ing and it would he iucon vi'nienl for a large numlier of 
honourable uiemh(‘rs of this llou^t* to attend the sittings of tlie llouse during 
Rdtnzdn, I think it i-s desirable that we expedite the business of the House 
and til is can be done in two ways as I nn'iitioneil yt‘sterday. Firstly, by 
expediting or sj>e(‘ding up tlie business and, secondly, by sitting longer 
iiours. 1 tliink botli are lUMessury to soim‘ extent. Now', as regards the first 
procedure., of course, tin* ( )]>position, I lully rt‘alist‘, should be given full 
facilities to press their points of vi(‘W' ; hut a.s regards sitting longer hours, 

I hope thc'e will be no ohje( tion it I <leeide that we shall sit from d p.m. 
to Ti-do p.m. from Monday next, that is, three (piarters of an hour mor(‘ than 
our usual sitting. 1 only suggest three (juarters of an liour becau.s(^ tliat, I 
think, would he least iuconvenient and least irksome to the honourable 
members. 1 ]»o]ie tbe House w’ill accej)t the decision. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, with regard to 
the observations which you have just made that during the Ramzan it will 
be Inconvenient for the Muslim members to attend the Ilotise, may I say 
that in previous years, the (hmncil used to sit uj) to 4 p.m. during tbe Ramzan 
so tliat Muslim member.s might say tbeir prayers and attend to other religious 
duties without interfering with the work of the Council? I think, Sir, you 
will kindly consider this 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Certainly I have considered all these points; but I 
am afraid my honourable friend forgets the point that was made out by 
Khan Bahadur M^ A. Momin that many members hailing from mufassil 
would like to go ba(*k to tbeir homes during the Ramzan if possible, because 
in the present circumstance it wdll not be convenient for them to remain in 
Calcutta and perform the religious duties during tlie Ramzan. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, can’t we sit earlier, say, at 2-30 pm.? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not the least objection to sit earlier. I 
ahall accefpt the mamrity view in this matter. If I find it suits'^the majoritf 
to sit earlier, I will certainly 
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Kluui Bahwiwr NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, lUAy I aoftcMt m> aarliics 

bonri' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What time do you finest ? 

tChflll Bstisdur NAZIRUDDIN AHM'ADs Sir, it will be oonTenieut if 
we sit at luilf-pa^t one. As rejfards the Hpt>ediii#j: up of the debate, I think 
it is beinf^ spewed up from yesterday 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is all rijfht. \<mr suj^^ostion is that we start 
at half-past one. Is it h 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Si^ 1 su^frest that time 
be increased only by half-an-hour. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Why!'" Do you tliink that fori \ -five minutes would 
be too longs'' a time ^ 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it will be conv(MruM»t if yon would 
allow us to .sit from 2-15. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the views of Mr. Laitllaw’f 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Sir. 2-15 would suit us very well. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, if we sit at 2-15, lot us sit uji to five n’cloi'k. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS and other members : Vory well, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tboroforo, from Moiulay next wo shall start 4 it 2-15 
p.m. and ((Jiitiiiue iij> to five oVlock for the present. Hut we may have to 
incTx^asi' tli(‘ sillni^jT hour'- still further, if necessary. 

Special Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A'* regards the special motion umler !it» alK)Ul vvhi<’h 
Mr. liiilit ( 'liandrji Das notice y4‘sterday, I tind the ('hair ha.s been 

asked to fix a 'I'lie ('hair <xin fix tlie (bite only with rej:car(l to non- 

ofiicial business; hut wliere official business ^.^ets preference the date has to 
he fixed with the c-orisent ol the (iovernment under Itule 20. So may T hjive 
the views of the Hon’hle the (.liief Minister? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

Sir, may I .speak ? ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, I think the date should he fixed on Friday, i.e., on the non-oflicial day, 
because this is a non-official matter and so it should he treated as an ordinary 
private resolution. Government is not prepared to j?ive one of its own 
business days for the discussion of a matter like this. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the other day the 
Hon’bie the Chief Minister wa.s present in the House, and as we objected to 
a date being fixed on a non-official day the matter was referred to you for a 
decision. Otherwise, the matter would have been disposed of that very day. 
The Chief Minister wms almost willing to fix a date on a Government day, 
hut as he could not fix ujmn a iwirticular date, the rmitter was referred to 
you. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, ail along 1 jj^intaiW 
that the discussion of a subject like this should take place on Friday, i.e.f 
on the non-official day, and not on a Government business day. I nev^ at 
any stage, as far as I lemember, agreed with the Buggatiion that *ua 
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discuasion should be held on o (jovernment day. 1 would ask the honourable 
members opposite to consider the fact that the Agricultural Income-tax Bill 
has got t{) go through; and as the month of Ramzan is approaching^ it would 
he extremely inconvenient to protract the sittings of the House, as it would 
cause considerable hardsliips to the mofussil members. So we want to 
finish it, if possible, before the 2t)th of August and, therefore, 1 feel that 
every day is valuable and unlc^^s something exceptiomil happens we should 
go ahead with (ioveriiinent business which for the present consists of a 
Hnancial or taxation rneasun* and which has got to be put into effect this 
year, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sii , may i say a few words, since in a way 
1 am responsible for the jjresenl situation? It was at my suggestion the 
other day that this question of special resolution came up at all. My 
honourable frientls on mv right, specially the mover of the adjournment 
motion, was insistent that it should 1 m^ moved as an adjournment motion. I 
made a suggestion that this subject was obviously in the interest of 
the House to discuss. It affected the riglits of a very large number 
of officials in this province and fhrough them also the fortunes of all the people 
of this province. This matter should, therefore, be discussed at all costs. 
Since (lovenmieiit did not seem disjioscd to agree tr» the adjournment motion 
just then, 1 Iboiigli that a via media could be found if a special motion 
on lh(‘ subj(M*i w'cre tabled. When T niadt' iny suggestion, the Iftorble the 
Honu^ Minister acet'ptcd that suggestion and said that it was a ^iropei' matter 
to be (1 i'sciissed as a spt'cial iH^solulioii. He waiittul to takt* iij) the s])cidal 
motion on a J^'iiday to which th(‘ Opjnisition objected siiu'c we bad already 
inisHiMl many J’lida.N^. Hy agrcuumuit witli (bn^crninent and at the sjiecific 
re(|ucst of sonic members ol (he (iovernment party, the Opposition forewent 
their right oi having a ])rivat(‘ member’s day last Friday. Another Friday 
should not, tlo'r»‘tore, b(‘ taken uj> for a niallt'r wliicli wa'* ])riniarily the 
(‘oncsM'ii of (lie ( nn ('rniiKMil 'Die Ilon’bl(‘ Diqiuly Frc'sidioit -aid that so far 
as 11 h' i|'nslioii itscll was coiKauiied, there was agiasunent on botli sides of 
the ^nn^e I bat it slmuld be discusseil as a sp(*eia] motion. So far as the 
ffxiim oi a date* was coneorncil, (iovernment w'anted a private member's day 
and tin' nKMiilxo's t bought it would be an undue encrn.aclumMil on tlie rights 
if a non-oHieial day was alloitml for tbe purpose. If a matter wbieli w'as 
priniai'ilv tbe I'esponsibi! 1 1 y of ibe (iovernment, wbidi arose out of tbe 
aetion of Ooveriinumt and for which many members of tbe (Jpposition wanted 
to nlo^e an adjourniiumt motion, if sueli a matter were to be taken uj) on a 
iion-offieial day, it woubl be an undue eneroacbmeut on the rigbt.s of tbe 
private ineinlaos. Tbe Hon’ble the Heiiuty President who was in the Chair, 
tlierefore, deluded that this (|uestion sbould be decided by you. It is now 
for .you. Sir, to ileeide whether tbe matter is one for wliich a private 
member'.- da> should be given uj) or not. 1 quite see the force of what thie 
llon'lile Sir Nazimuddin has said, namely, that a money bill is pending in 
this House and (iovernment want to finish it by tbe 20th August, if possible; 
but at the same time, this is also a matter which has been created by the 
Provincial Government and it relates to an important matter of Government 
decision. Therefore, it is for you to decide whether a private member’s day 
flfcould be sacrificed for this purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That w^ill do. I have understood your point. But 
the difficulty is that in view of the statement of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister tbe Chair has no option in the matter. I would refer you to rule 
20 regarding arrangement of business, which says that when Government 
business has precedence, the Governor may arrange the business in such 
order as h© thinks fit. Therefore, the Chair can only fix a date for non- 
official business. So I fix Friday next for the consideration of this special 
ipotion . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Friday this week? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Y<'.s, FriJay Oiis ai>ek. tlwit is, the dav after 
tomorrow. 

Mr* LALIT CHAM DR A DASs Will there he n<i other business on that 
<lay? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Well, that will depend. Suppose wo finish tho 
epcoial motion early, then other business also may be taken up. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS* Will the uon-oflicial business in that 
case he non-official resolutions? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No, I think it will be Addresses to the Governor. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we will take tij) the adjournment motion of 
Mr. Haridas Maziimdar. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: T boj? to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 
before the honourable meinher moves the adjournment motion, may I say a 
few word.s in this connection? Sir, we have not vet seen the jtidefment of 
the Tlif^^h Court — 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a jKiint order, Sir. I am in i>OH«e«- 
sion of the TTouse and was just mo\in|^ mv imdion, how then can the llon’ble 
M inister make a sUiteinent now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Just a minute Mr. Mnzurndar. W^hat is it, Khan 
Bahadur Sahib? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: My sub- 
mission to ,\oii i.s tijat I liave not y<‘t a copy of tlie jinlprintuit of the TTijrh 
Court. So until we have a 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot make a statement Wforc tho adjourn- 
ment motion is moved. You may say wluit you have to my after the 
adjournment motion is moved. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: But, Sir, 
unless a copy of ihe judpmenl is in my possession, liow can 1 know the 
position? Unless we ^o throui^Ii tl>e whole judj»‘ment which is lenp^thy and 
apply our mind lo it in order to find out what is the position, it is not 
possible to reply to 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; On a yHiint of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please wait, Mr. Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: We have 
got no official copy of tlie judgment 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Khan Bahadur, the point is this ; you find it difficult 
to reply to this debate on l>ehalf of Government in view of the fact that y 4 )U 
have not yet a copy of the judgment nor have you been able to apply 
you||^ind to it. WTien was the judgment delivered ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; My 

information is that the judgment has not yet been signt^d. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : The point that has l>een rais^ 
is for your consideration. The facts are that we have not yet been able to 
get a oopy of the judgment which is very long, about 145 pagea^ ana, » ui 
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is more, our informatiou w that tho judgment has not ^et been signed — 
there is no guarantee that it has been signed. And, Sir, the honourable 
members — and this is a very important point — not one of them was present 
in the court. So not one of them knows what the text of the judgment is; 
so until the honourable member has a copy of the judgment, 1 submit it 
cannot be said wlial is the text of the judgment. Because it does not contain 
full judgment. The honourable mover has asked to consider the effect of 
the judgment of the High (Jourt, but how osin one see the implication of the 
judgment if that judgment is not obtainable. I, therefore, submit that if 
necessary this adjournnuml motion may be discussed a week hence when 
copies of the judgment would be obtainable to anylxKly. How c.an the 
Government reply to the debate in the absence of a copy of tlic judgment? 
The honoura})le mover has cited an extract of the judgment published in the 
newspaper. 1 am not saying that the motion should be disallowed. I say, 
let the motion be discussed as soon as a copy of the judgment is available. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These points which are now being raised by 
Government should have been raised wlien the question of admissibility of 
the adjournment motion was under consideration. They did not object 
then. Now they say that they were not in a position to reply to the 
debate. Usually it is the practice to fix the discussion of an adjourn- 
ment motion as soon as possible. So, it was fixed today. Nf) objection 
was taken by the IJon’ble Minister then. Now I am told that (Government 
have not got a copy of the judgment, that they hud no time to apply their 
mind t^) this motion, tlial they are not in a jMisition to reply to this motion 
and so on and so forth. J quite apj)reciate the difficulty. Take for instance, 
the other adjournment motion is^gaiding the j)ublication of tlie price lists. 
As soon as tlio Chair realis^nl the difficultv of (jovernment that without legal 
advice the (Government (H)uI( 1 not repl\ t-o (In' (lel>ate, tlie (’hair fixed a date 
after a W(H‘k. Now, as regaids this motion, piactically tlie (iovernment was 
a consi'iiting ]nirty to th(‘ decision and for (iovernment to get up now and 
to say that they ;ire not in a position to n'ply to tlie debate is an attitude 
for wlii( h theri' is no jiiecedent . 1 cannot now ask the House to defer the 
discussion to a date con\cnient for (iovernment. I full\ sympatliise with 
Government. 1 think this difficulty ought to have been foreseen by them. 

Yes, Mr. flarida.^ Mazumdai. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Sii. 1 beg to m o\(‘: Tlial this Council 
do adjourn its business to discuss a ilefinite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the situation arising out of the judgment of the Special 
Bench of the Hoidble High Court regarding the Howrah municipal affairs 
and Mr. B. Ibiin, Chairman of the Howrah Municipality. 

^ir, J should like to jioint out at the very outset that we do not treat this 
motion as a vote of no-confidence against the Ministry, but just as affording 
an oppoi'tunity for discussing a first-rate constitutional crisis whore a Hign 
Court has found the a<*tion of a Provincial Government to be a colourable 
use of the Defence of India Hides designed to protect a Minister against an 
impending law suit relating to the illegal use of public funds. 

This now-famous judgment whieli may, after all, prove to be the first 
nail in the (‘offin of the present Ministry was secured at considerable sacrifice 
and personal expenditure by a body of public-spiriteil men on the western 
bank of the Gang<\s, and the whole of Bengal owes a deep debt of gratitude 
to Babu Banwarilal Hay and others wihose, names will live in history and 
who have served to lift, however partially, the screen that hides from public 
view a clandestine state of affairs carried on by this purdah Ministry which 
wants to live and flourish in a life of concealment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you must confine your observation# 
to the situation that has arisen out of the judgment of the High Court. 

Mr. HARIDA9 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 
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A number of Puhliritv OfK<'ers has rerently been appointed, at a tiiiK^ 
when every rupee should be like a prisoner and looked at twice before beinff 
Jet ofT His Exeellency the (tovernor said some time ago that these 
appoin^tments are not for any political purpose 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Order, order. Mr. Mar.uindar, I cannot allow vou 
to speak like that. If you cannot refer to the Ilijfh Oiuirt jud#?ment, then 
you let someone else to do .so on your behalf. But it would be very unfair 
ll you proceed like’ this. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Sir, I am (xintiiijji: to the High (lourt 
judgment. 

His Excxdlency the (iovemor .said .some time Ago iK«t the^e appointments 
are not for un> politiciil purjK).se 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow that, Mr. Maziimdar, for that is a 
matter which cannot be di.scu.s.sed in thi.s House. We cannot discuss His 
Excellency’s conduct here. 

Mr. Mazumdar, you must cs^ntine your observatioiis strii'tly to the situation 
that has arisen out of the judgment of the High (x>urt. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: On a point of ortler, Sir. May T submit 
^or jour consideration as to whether the honourable member is or is not 
■entitled to go into the situation which was prevailing in ilio Howrah 
Municipality just preceding the order of supersession I' 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, lie can, only if it is relevant to the motion 
before the House; otherwise not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The only quest ion relevant 

IB the situation created by the judgment; hut the mover (cannot criticise tho 
orders that have been passed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR r 1 think 1 am enlitb'd to do so. Bui to 
resume. Now, Sir. who has been appointed to thi.s post of Subdivisional 
Publicity Officer*' He liappen.s to be a nephew of Mr. Salim. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, you have ruled that this matter 
ia not in order. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Well, Sir, I am coming W the point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you must wime to the point at once. 
If you cannot speak on the ndevant matter, leave it to your friendfi and 
euppiirfers. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Who do you think, vSir, was the rival 
•candidate y This candidate hjwl not the requisite or the minimum quali- 
fications — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Which candidate? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The mndidate who has been appointed 
BB the Subdivisional Publicity Officer. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mazumdar, you must come to 
the point. You cannot refer to these things. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; I may tell this House and through it 
the general public tluit I understand that a contract for .supplying seeds to 
the value of half a lakh of rupees was given to a cousin of his, perhaps living 
under the same roof. The seeds were supplied, but they did ' 

So money spent benefits not Bengal agriculture, but her Agnc 
Minister. There is another point. 
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Mf. 8ULTANUOOIN AHMED: Sir. thl^ uothioj; to <lo with the 
High Oourt judgment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I must a^sk you to resume your seat, 
Mr. Mazumdar, if you go on in thi.s way. I cannot allow you to continue. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This mirdah affair i.s of a piece with the 
“Barada” affair of the Howrah Municipality. Three days before the super- 
session, Mr. Pain, Chairman, appointed a son of the Vice-Chairman, who 
does not possess the retmisiie qualifications prescribed under Government 
rules framed under the Bengal Municipal Act, as Market Superintendent 
on a salary of ICs. 100 per month. There is no dearth of qualified and poor 
Muhammadan youths at Howrah who could fill this post. Some time ago 
in a suit, Birendra Nath Kar and others versns Rabftdra Lai Sinha, tne 
trying muiiHiff of Howrah, held that the proceedings of the meeting which 
elected Mr. l^ain’s nominee as the Chairman of Ward Committee No. 7 
were illegal. On appeal the sub-judge upheld the decision of the munsiff. 
But in 8])it(^ of Cie two judgments, Mr. Pain has not taken any steps to 
i^ctify the wrong and is flouting the fa>iirf’s orders 

Mr. LATAFAT H08SAIN: Is all this relevant to the subject, Sir? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: But at least it relates to the affairs of 
the Howrah Muni(dpality. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMAD: The member is speaking of the previous 
history of the How'rah Municipality. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Yes, certainly; lie is doing so. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 believe, Mr. Mazumdar is now' trying to make out 
his c>ase and is giving the background of the nff'airs of the Howrah Munici- 
pality. And so long" as he is referring- to the affairs of the How-rah 
Municipality 1 w'ill allow him to continue; hut he must strictl}' confine him- 
jself to them and the moment ho digresses I will stop him. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. The wrong is conti- 
nuing. l^he (Uiainnan is flouting the eourCs orders and his nominee still 
tiourislies as the Chairman of the Ward Committee. In regard to disappear- 
ance of land, the Government auditor’s note referred in clear and 
unambiguous terms to erasures and new' insertions in the record-of-rights 
and stated tluit tlie\ boj-e no att<‘station. When tlie audit note came up 
before a nu'eting of the Commissioners, the\ demanded an en([iiiiy. The- 
Chairman for two years had suppressed the enquiry and takeii no steps in 
that dln'ction. In the lligli (’oiirt Mr. Justice Das in his judgment said.* 
“In view of these allegations and charges, wliich stootl uncoiitradicted, it 
was impossible to hold that the appropriate authority had actually applied 
its mind to the fact.s or to iiie conditions i)in*cedent to tlie exercise of the 
power, or that the impugned order was made in good faith.” ITis Lord- 
ehij) was salisfieil that tin* petitioners liad established that the “order was 
nuule for the collateral piirjiose of protecting Mr. Pain against the threatened 
litigation and tlie maintenance of the vital services of the Howrah Muni- 
cipality in the event of an hostile attack had nothing w'hatsoever to do with 
the order”. 

In Ilis I/ordship’s judgment the making of tliis order w'as clearly an 
abuse or, at any rate, a colourable use of the powders conferred by ride 51F 
of the Defence of India Rules and could not po.ssibly he regarded or imtain- 
ed as an order “made in exercise of those powers”. The charges have been 
accepted as true. I^et me now quote from the affidavit in the High Court 
some of the cluirges. On the 19th May, 1944, the majority of the Com- 
missioners of the Municipality of Howrah acting under the advice of the 
Advocate-General of Bengal tabled a motion for a requisition meeting to 
institute a suit for enforcing the personal liability under section 104 of the 
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Bengal Municipftl Act nguinst the s;iitl ('hainnan for wast^ and inis- 

application of public money an<l illegal payment of niunicifml funds. 
Particulars are given below ; 

liiiiler tbe relc\ant statute ami statutory rules ;ind in jxirlicular under 
section 1(1*} of the Ibuigal^ ^funicipal Act and rule 147 of tbo Municipal 
Account Pules fi aim'd by (lovernment, every rtmirai't involving an expendi- 
ture o\t‘i Its. oOll must be sanctioned by the (^ommi''Sit»ners at a meeting and 
shall be in writing and signed by at least two (\)mmis.aoners. In order ii> 
circumvent the same, the said Mr. Pain .sjilit up estimates and got contracts 
each for less than Its. oOl). T.o cite one imstancc: a rooni was coiistrueted 
for the said Chairman at the municipal premi.ses. It involved an expendi- 
ture of over Its. d,000- Separate estimates were made for floor, root aud 
walls and separate contracts were given 

Mr* PRESIDENT! Mr. Muzumdar [sou ma[s I'lit short sour speech anil 
oome to the actual situation. 

Mr« HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR! All right. Sir. Suidi illegal estimates 
and contracts in respect of various piihlic works were sanctioned by or under 
the aulhority of the Chairman to the extent of rupees one lakli without 
sanction of the (Vimmissioners. 

The (rovernnuMit auditor reported after empiiry that there was a shortage 
of land to the extent of d bighas and Id eottahs Ix'longing to the muni- 
cipality, out of llie total land of *11 biglias comju’isi'd in the munii'.ipal 
trenching ground wliicb ^\as cun\ cried into a park. Mr. Pain had Ins ow» 
land, about (S loghas. ndjaceni to llie same. Mmjuiry was sought to be 
instituted as to the said shortage or loss of land belonging to the said 
municipality. 

Posts and appoin t im-nt.s were made by the (duiirniitn vvliudi were not legal 
and not confirmed hy the (Commissioners on the ground that men apjvointed 
were without the rixjuisiti* (jualitii'kitions a.s re<juired hy tin* (lovernmont 
rules. In spiti* of the* .sami* being jiointed out, salaries were bidrig paid to 
such pi'rsons, 1 he saiil payimuits were illegal and tlie reijuisil ionists wanted 
to stop such ilb'gal fiavments. 

The said Mr. Pain was apprehensive of the disidosures that would follow 
such a motion and the institution of the suit against him and ho wilfully 
failed to call a meeting within the dOth May, 1944, the period of 15 days 
prescribed by statute. Tlie (hmimissioners of the municipality on tbo 2nd 
day of June 1942, cvalled a meeting under section 78(2) of the Bengal 
Municipal Act and tln^ meeting was fixed for the 12th day of June, 1944, 
5 p.m. 

On the i th day «»f June, 1944, the Ilon’lile Mr. I*ain, the said Cliuinnan, 
renuesteil the ( ommissioners to withdraw the motions and slated that ho 
would stop the or<ler of siifiersession of the municipality if the resolution 
was w itlidrawn . Ife ollcred to slay such supersession order, which he had 
apparently arranged and been appri.sed of, if the re.solution tabled for the 
meeting of the 12tb June, 1944, was withdrawn or even }K)slj)oned. 

On the 8th day of June, 1944, a meeting of the fk^mmissioners who sent 
ilr^ held and they decided not to withdraw the Raid motion. 

Mr. Pain came to know the said decision. Supeiscssion order mentioned a* 
aforesaid follow'ed on the 9th <lay of June# 1944. 

The Provincial Government, if its action were fjona fide could have passed 
an order under sub-rule (3) of rule 51 P of the Defence of India Tiittles asking 
the Municipality of Ilowiah to ta^e sp*cific measure or measures whirJh it 
deemed nect\ssary for ensuring the maintenance of the vital Muviees of the 
said municipality. No such order was ever made. At no time whatever the 
Government of Bengal had made any grievance or complaint on the ground 
that the municipality had failed to maintain the vital Bcrvieen or that *here 
Was any danger whatever to the maintenance of the vital services of tn# 
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municipality. As a matter of fact, complete civil defence scheme was 
prepared by the Howrah Municipality and the «ame was approved by the 
Oovernmeiit of Benji^al and has been completely jfiven eft‘e(‘t to and the 
Government of Ben^^al has been regularly coiitributin^r a portion of the recur- 
ring exj>endlture tor tlie exe<'ution ol the said sclienie without any complaint 
whatsoever. 

The order f(jr supersession has been i>assed not to defend or protect Howrah 
or its vital services but to shield a member tif Cioverniuent from the conse- 
quences of his own misdeeils. 

Now, the nuestk)n arises as to what should be done with reprard to the two 
bod ies, viz,, the Howrah Muiiieipality and the Berip-al Ministry. Will the 
second municipality of Berij^al lakiiip^ its birth immediately after the p;rant 
of Local Self-(jt(»vernmeiit by one of ludia’vS good Viceroys, Lord Ripon, be 
allowed to function Tiormally as it is doing now^ Mr. Justice Das observed 
that tlie order (jf supersession of tin* municipality was illegal luid invalid. 
Therefore, any act designed to d<‘feat the objei't of the order of the High 
Court will be (MUisidered as eoiiteiiij)t of court. But tliis lawyer-Chairmaii 
has s(^ant regard for law. Since Mr. Justice K(lgl(‘y’s judgment delivtTcd 
by the middle of June allowing the muniei])ality to fumdion normally, he 
has not called oiu* meeting of the (^ommissionvi^ and wants to create a <lead- 
loek by eommitling statutory breaches und<‘r tlx* protecting wings of the 
Ministry. Il<‘ has not attended the Municipal Olhc'or tliesc t^^o months. 
Can the alfairs of Ifengal's secoml municii)alit,\ . for the l)r(^akdown of vvbo.se 
vital H<‘rvicj's the (iovcrnnuuit <‘xj)ressefl an (jver-abiindant nieasiin* of con- 
cern lattdy, b<> maiiag<‘d in this way^ J'liis gentbunan <loes not dare to 
tread the soil or fac(‘ the j)ublie of Howrah. Mr. Pain finds time for every- 
tliing <‘xe(‘j)t for doing th<‘ duties of a Chairman of a munieinality which he 
will not relimiuisli (uther. Recently in tin* Lower House he treated bis 
audience to tui ofl-cjiiottul passage* of Kdmimd Burke*. 1 should like to 
quote (irattan's remarks about (liffard : ‘’W'heu I observe tihe ejuarter 
wlienee* tlx* edije'ction eome's, J am not surjiri.sed at its be'ing made*. It pro- 
ceeels from (he* hire‘d traduce*r e>f his eeuintry, the* c\“(*ommunieated of his 
felle)w-(itize*ns, the* legal rebel, the unpunisbe*d, ruffian, the bigoteel agitator. 
In tlx* e*iiy a fire-brand, in the court a liar, in the stre*e‘ts a bully, in the^ 
Held a eaiwaj-d. And Ne* e»hi\oxie>us is be le> the ver\ pjerty he wis}»e‘s to espouse 
that be is only .sui)portabh‘ by de»ii»g those* elirtv acts the less vile* refuse to 
do.’’ 


As regards the repercussions e»t the judgment on the Ministry let me cite 
the iiistane‘e of Hi.s Lxe-ellency Mr. Glancy, the Governor of the Punjab, in 
dismissing one Minister e>n the ground of im])roper treatment meted out to a 
lady teacher. The facts here are proved and the Federal Court cun go only 
int(> the points of law. Are these proved charges not grave enough to dismiss 
the Ministry berer^ Public money should no more be spent on a law suit in 
the higher court. The plea of enemy raid first on Howrah and then, if 
possible, on Calcutta is ludicrous, as stated recently by the Statrsmayi. The 
proceedings of this meeting should be placed before His Excellency who 
should decide whether a Ministry like this can be entrusted with large sums 
of money. 

I want to say a few words to my European friends. They have read the 
judgment in the SUifesjnafi, Th^re it wa-s said that it was a devastating 
judgment, not devastating from the point of view of the Chairman of the 
■Howrah Miinicipality but devastating from the i)oint of view of the public 
of Bengal, the ratej)ayers of Bengal. 1 should like to point out to them that 
they should think twice before they go to the Ayes lobby or to the Noes lobby. 
For them the only path of rectitude is to say that the judgment is passed 
against an act of Government and they should, if not by speech, at least by 
votes, support this motion. Witih these few words, I move the adjournment 
motion standing in my name. 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS Motion niovoii ; That this rKiuncil do adjourn its 
business to disriiss a definite mutter of urfrent publie importance, noinely, 
the situation arising? out of the judjrnient of the Special l^nch 4>f the HonMdo 
Hi^h Court rejfardinj^ the llowmh Municripalit > affairs and Mr. It. 1*. Pain, 
Chairman of the Howrah Municipality * 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President. Sir. I profmse to 
be very brief in vieN> of tin* ruling >oii have jjfiven tliat we should imt 
digre.ss. I will only dt'al ^^ith the effect of tin' jndjrnicnt on the order of 
supersi'ssioli of the Howrah Municipality ainl tin* issue of ffuo trarronio on 
Mr. Noniaiii. 1 am supjmrtin^? my learned friend Mr. Harldas Mazumdar’s 
motion. 

Sir. no at t of any (ioverinnent has received the .pnlicial indictment as 
•ordid and di-screditahh' as this nuihi fide invocation i»f the powers under the 
Defence of Trulia Rules for heljiing a particular Minister of th<‘ (^ahlnei. 
The Hi^yh Court’s Special Herudi has held that the order passed on tiie !Uh 
of June, 1944. siijn'Tsedinj?’ the Howrah Municipality is ilh'^al, invalid and 
unsustuinahle. J’he Tlij^h (hmrt has further held that th(‘ i>owers under the 
rule> of the Defence oi India A«t wen* exerci'^crl nir//o fine and, it 1 may 

quote the wokK ni lii> leodship the (Jiief .lustice ‘d'or a (uilourabh' purpose 

and for tlie purpo*'!* of proteclintc the Hon'hlc Mr. Pain, a member of the 
CahiiH't, from a thrc'atened lit i;»'ation . According to the said orders, 

Mr. Nomani has been injuio led trom aetin^* nmi»‘r tin* ordi-r ol supersession 
by the (invernineiit lb* usurpc'd tlie o^liee.^ of tlie (Miainuan and Cominis- 
flioiiers wliieli, aecordin«> to the h'arni'd -Iud;4‘i"', Mr. Nomani had no 
rii^ht or warrant to do. 

Sir, n'gards the Province of Bengal, the writ of (a*rfiorari and 
Proliibi t ion was asked for; Imt tin* (auirt held tliat tin* ordt'r beinp;' an 
exeeutivi' one and not a judieial ortler. it Inol nn jur ''.diet ion to issue ihosci 
writ." ajjaiii'.t th<’ Piovinee cjI Beii'i'al. J’hc'.e writn failed on iei'hnical 

fj^rounds, but the wjit ot (juo irarninlo against Mr. Noinani sum «'(*ded . I 
think, tliei'e i-> some amount f>f coTifusion in tlie miml'. of '*ome of us hen* as 
regards the jioint as to wht'tiln'r tlie (’ourt hy discharging tin* rub* so far as 
it ndated to tlu' i-'Siu* ot the v^ri(s of (N'llioiari and Pridiibit ion and not 
cxiircssly setting aside the or<b'r of supersession is'iued by the (lovernment 
impliedly <lirei'ted tin* (Commissioners to function as Ix'fori*. But tliat ia so. 
Sir, The (huirt in fact hu'. held that thi-' order of su[)er.s(‘ssion and a])]ioint- 
ment of Mr. Xornaiii was invalid, illegal and nnsiist 4 iinalde arnl that, there- 
fore, Mr. Nomani was a nsurj>cr and had no right or warrant to he there. 
The Court liad t(» go into tln' matter about the It'gality (o ill(‘<ialit\ of the 
order tif tlie (Tovernnient to detcrininc the (pie-'tion as to whether .\lr. Nomani 
was there under a jumper ojaler or not, and it did e.oiiu; to the eonelusion that 
the order appointing Mr. Nomani was illegal, invalid and could not be 
sustained. Therefore, the jiosiiion is this: that NTomani as a usiirjx'r has 
had to vacate liis siuit, tlie scat of the Cliairman and the Commissioners and 
the legal effect of that would be that the Chairman and the Commissioners 
would be rc'slored to tlicir pr<‘vious status and they should be functioning 
as member.s of the Howrali Munieijiality as before and that, therefore, there 
■was no deadlock. Tlie Chairman sliould continue t-o function immediately 
and not let things go astray in the way they are doing just now. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of order. Sir. I 
find that flic Mini^^tcr in cliarge of the department is absent. It has been 
held on a similar occa.sion before that it is necessary fer the Hon’hle 
Minister concerned to be |)re*<ent and listen to the debate if he intends ^ 
reply to the debate in whatever wray be can, as otherwise the debate will be 
absolutely meaningless : that is my point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! That is not strictly a point of order; but it la no 
doubt proper that the Hon* hie Minister should be present ere. 
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lArfBANKIM CHANDRA DUTT: 1 would submit tbat these few 
minuteH which are being reduced from my quota will not be counted. As 
I wa.s .submitting, Sir, I understand that the Chairman now takes his stand 
on the vi(‘w tliat he is now functux officio and, therefore, he cannot now act; 
but in view of the order of Their Ijordslujis the Munici]>ality of Howrah 
should bo functioning immediately" alter or as soon as Mr. Xomani has 
vacated. I am afraid, he is entirely wrong in his views. The warrant 
under whicb (Mr. Nomani) ousted the Chairman and Commissioners of the 
Howrah Munieipality and rxn upied the chair has been held by the High 
Court to he illegal, and, theretore, he must go. As soon as Mr. Nomani 
vacates his ofJice, tlie old state of affairs, namely, the xtatiix quo ante of the 
municipality must be deetned to be restored. That is why I say there is no 
deadlock at present there as suggested by tlie IIon’l)le Minister for Jjocal Sidf- 
Ooveriim(*nt yesterday. As a rnotter of fact, the Cliairnuin and Commis- 
sioners should be made t(j funetion and that immediately r- 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I have 
not got tlhe official report of my speech of yesterday, but so far as I rcmeml>er 
1 did not say so. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTT; All right, Sir, I stand corrected to 
that extent. Jliit as I was suggesting, tin* p(*sition now is, that there is in 
fact nobody in the municipality to function. I had receivec^ information 
from a very reliiible officer of th<‘ municipality that a eheciue for payment 
to th(‘ ('ah'utta J'de<‘tric Sujiply ( V)r])orat ion eitlier today or tomorrow was 
sent to the Imja-rial liank, l)Ut tliat eheiiue was refused by the bank on the 
ground that tlu'v wtu'e not (juite el(*ar as to tlx* effect of the order of the 
High Court and they, thend'ore, r<‘ferred the matter to their legal advisers. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: May 1 

say tliat lat,e yesti'rday evening 1 got the information that tlx' cJiecjae of the 
munieipality was dishonoured H This information may helj) my friend. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTT: 1 am also tohl that there is a 
proposal by tlu' Cuvernment to help the Howrah Municipality financially so 
that it might carry on. There is the question of ])ayment to the conservancy 
that has got to lu* made. Tliis may be done. But there is the day to day 
administration of which you are well aware from your prc'vious experience, 
Sir, tliat the niuuicipality has to do its daily routine business. That could 
not be dom* in the absence of a (liairmaii. There are brcaehes of sanitary 
rules, there* are breaedies of engineering rules, building rules. Prosecutions 
will have* to be started against these infTingenieiits. But who is going to 
pass orders h* There is nobody to do so. This mere financial help to the 
muiiicijiality cannot make it function without the Chairman actually resum- 
ing his work. I will not dilate on the various other points. But, Sir, you 
knc)^y that the Chairman has refused to work. It may be that he is under 
a niisappreliension tjiat he is fuucttts officio. But it must be said that the 
effect of the order was to make him alive — very much alive — to his duties. 
In any way, the position is that the municipality is practically at a stand- 
etill. The salaried officers will have to be paid on the 1st or 2nd of the next 
month. But nothing has been done to solve that point. Their Lordships 
have given a sufficient hint that the Government should be well-advised to 
withdraw this order as early as possible and I would request the Government 
that the sooner they withdraw this order the better not only for them 
but for W'rybody concerned. 

I would not dilate on the various points raised by Mr. Mazunidar 

(here the niembei reached time-limit). I hope you will give some time 
as some time has been taken up by the points of order raised while I waa 
apeak ing. ^ 

,Mr. PRESIDENT: Extra time has been included. 
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Mr. BAN KIM CHANDRA OUTT: 1 am in your liandH and 1 resume 
my seat. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDiN AHMAD: Sir, a point Ih*»‘U made 
by the llorrble Mini'^ttr ui of hoeal Self-tiovernnnmt that he has 

not yet received a eop\ of the judgment of the High ('(Uirt and the House 
cannot, therefore, go into tihe matter fully. 1 shall, therefore, deal with 
the broader uspe(‘ts of the ca^e us reported* in the Statrs ui<ift , I think 
reports of High rourt ease> in tlie SUttonuiu are accepted even by the 
Migh Court till certified copies are availabhn (-ertain hroadt*r and undeni- 
able aspects of the judgment arc xery >ignifieant 

Some important aspeeln of the judgment haxa* alreadx bemi referred to. 
They are that this supersession order \va> supposed io have been passed by 
the Government for the jiurpose of inaintenunee of the vital serviei's of the 
municipality in the event ot a hostile attack. Hut altbough the order 
purported to serve this purpose, the High Court eaine to the {mnelusion that 
this was absolutely a colourable use ol power: in fai't, a misuse of power. 

I do not desire to include tin* Hon’bb‘ Minister in this sinister business, 
but somebody or bodies soimdiow managed it ; and according to tlu‘ High 
Court, the real object of tlie supersession onh'r aas ratlier to serve indirect 
ends than to serve the purpose of the war. In view of the fact which can- 
not b(* gainsaid that tihe shadow of the war is gradually vanishing from the 
borders of Heiigai and is receding nior<‘ and mor<' into th(‘ inti*rior of Hurma 
and Is probably fading out or will tadi- out from the eastiun tlieatn^ in a very 
short tim<*, the onh'r at tliis moment is unjustified. Hut that is not the 
point wliieli 1 liave in my mind. Gne finding of the jndgim'ut is ahsiduitdy 
decisive, nann'ls , tlini the oidi'i* ol su jieist'ssion was i>ud. 'I'he High Court 
tell that HIh'V could noi ]»as> an order against tlie (lovcrnmenl of Hengal 
iH^cause tli<‘ order was j)ass(‘d in tin* name of (la* ( iovt'rnor, but thi'y gave 
an injunction ujum Dk' ofliciu- apjioiiited by the < «ov<‘riim«>nt restraining him 
from taking chargt* ol tin* administration of tiu' munieipality. Now an 
impossible situation has Ihm'ii eicatt'd by the judgment, Mr. I^omani, who 
was aj>j)()iiiti‘d h\ tin* ( ioM‘i-nnM*nl to discbargi* the funetioUH of tlu‘ munici- 
pality, has been restrained, and unless tin* iud^meiit is set aside, this ord<‘r 
stands. Now, the efleet of this order should lx* rather disastrous on the 
municipality unless snmelliing is dom* ineanwliile. There is a gap in the 
municipal administration at Jlowrah and 1 have an aulbority before me 
which would show that the Howrah Municipality, inst(‘ad of being 

Mr. Nomani’s land, is now really in “No man's land”. 'I'his snjx'rsesHion 
order was ])asscd under niU* olF of the Defenci* of India Uules, 

aub-nile (ii^. Tb<* (‘ffe.et of tliis order is des(‘ribed in sub-rule (7). 

The sub-rule say*^ 'When an onh'r of supersession lias been maae 
under sub-rule (6), all the mt'mbers of the local authority shall, 

as from the date of su])ersessloii, vaeatt* llo'ir oibces as siicli members”. 
The Muiiieipal Commission<*rH, including tin* ('bairman and the V'it (‘-Chair- 
man, having by virtue of the order vacated their oflicefl, the Municipality 
is now under no master. The suli-rule further provides that all tin* jiowers 
and duties of ihe municipality shall be vested in the person appointed by 
Government, that is, in Mr. Nomani, The sub-rule further provides: “All 
property vested in the local authority shall, during the period of super- 
aession, vest in the appropriate Government” : that is, the Government of 
Bengal. Now the monies, properties, its carts and vehicles, its oflSces 
and furniture and all other things belong to the Provincial Government. 
The Municipal Commissioners have ceased to function; the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman have no authority to act and, by a clear and unambiguous 
order the High Court has effectively restrained Mr. Nomani from 
functioning. 

May I ask as to who is now the master of the Howrah MunirjjmJityP 
It is now a fatherless and motherless municipality. In fac/, a 
lias been created by the judgment which is unparalleled. I think, ^ if, e 
point was suggested by you yesterday, and it should have been a cn up 
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by the authorities in the meantime. Now the situation created is that the 
municipality cannot function. If the Hon’ble Minister is right in saying 
that the municipality is now functioning, it is an illegal functioning, and if 
money is spent by anybody in the municipality, he would be chargeable 
with a criminal offence. This grave situation should at once be remedied. 

The High Court has held that the supersession order is illegal; it has, 
in consequence, restrained the officer appointed from acting at all. The 
High Court has also held that the supersession order is invalid and illegal 
and a colourable transaction or rather an underhand transaction to help a 
certain private individual. In the circumstances, should the superse.s8ion 
order be allowed to continue, first of all, when the High Court has condemned 
it as a collusive affair, and secondly, as the municipality cannot function? 
If it is functioning, it is functioning illegally and irregularly. In order 
that the municipality should funeCon properly, the order of supersession 
should be vacated. J have gof a very large precedent fur this course. You 
will be pleased to remember, Sir, that the Special Court Criminal Ordinance, 
No. T1 of 11142, w'as promulgated by the Viceroy and an innumerable number 
of courts w’(‘re cremated. I’heM* courts had tried innumerable number of 
accused j)ersons and thousands \ver(' convicted by the courts. Hut the 
Federal Cniirt hold (hat these (‘oiirts had b(‘eu illegally ecJiistituted. As 
soon as the judgment was passed by tli<‘ Fedeial f'ourt, the Viceroy, with- 
out waiting for a co])y of the judgment, at o!i(*e repealed that Special 
Ordinance No. II of 11)42 h\ another Ordinaiua^, No. XIX of lJ)4d. This 
was done on tli»‘ day following the <!a\ of tlu* jiidgmtuit , and it is to be 
romemb('r(‘d that the* (lovtunnieiit of India had in their mind an intention 
of filijig an apj)eal to the Ibivv Council. Now’ tlie situation that has arisen 
in Bengal is exactly ofi a par w'ith this. 1 believ(‘, Siiy (hat the super- 
session trrder itself should be sup(‘rse<led and the municipality should be 
allowed to function in tlie normal w’ay. Idie ITiglr Court should bt* resjject- 
ed, and its decision should be treated with some corirtesy. It is im]>ossible 
to allow' things to drift like tliis 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V our time is up. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: All right. Sir. with these 
words, 1 supp(»rt the motion. 

Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: Mr. President, Sir, as we understand the 
situation arising out of the High Court decision, the officer appointed by 
Glovernmeiit, Mauivi JIamid Hasan Nomani, to carry on the powers and 
luties of the superseded Chairnuin and Commissioners has hee*^ restrained 
Dy order of the High Court — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Steven, do you mind speaking through the 
nicrophone ? 

(The member went to the microphone.) 

Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: I w^ould rather prefer to repeA what I hare 
dready said. As we of the Iluropean Group understand the situation 
arising out of the High Court decision, the officer appointed by Govern- 
nent, Mauivi Hamid Hassan Nomani, to carry on the powders and duties 
)f the superseded Chairman and Commissioners has been restrained by order 
)f the High Court from carrying out these duties. On the other hand, we 
inderstand that the order of supersession still subsists and, therefore, the 
Chairman and Commissioners are unable to carry on the work of the 
Qunicipality. If we are correct, this is undoubtedly a serious situation and 
ve think that the Opposition have been done w'ell in bringing it before the 
louse. 

It is up to Government to satisfy the House that satisfactory arrange- 
nentvS have been made for carrying on the work of the municipsdity. We 
lannot acquiesce in the present situation which appears to ua to mean that 
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there is no executive head in olmr^re of the municipality. One solution 
would be to cancel the order of mipersession , dissolve the municipality, and 
order a general election. We would like to be satisfied us to the objections 
to adopting this (‘oiirse which appears to be the fairest one in the circuTn- 
stances. There was u general election very recently in the (^ity of Cal- 
cutta, and it is difficult to see, in view of this, what reasonable Objection 
can be taken to a general election in Howrah. If, howcvt'r. (fovernment 
do not projiose to take this course, then we must know what arnuigtunents 
Governrneut ])ropose to make to carry on the work of tin* munitupalit y. It 
will not do tc) allow matters to stand as at pn'seiit until a Fedeial Court 
decision is obtained as this wruild mean, in t‘lVt‘ct. allowing the jiresent 
stalemate to eontinue for an indchnitc ptniod. 

The otlier serious aspect of this nialtcr is that doubts have Ix'cn expiftss- 
ed by the High ('ourt as to the vaiidity of this exerc’iso b'v (hivioninent of 
their powers under tin* l)ef(‘nce of India Hub's to siipi'rsedc Howrah 
Municipality, and in fact the good faith of the ( iovi'rninent has het'ii ques- 
tioned. Thi.s, Sir, is a serious stigma which ( Jovt'rnnu'nt must take 
immediate stejis to remove. Wt*, Sir, in another plact* suptirtcd tin* order 
of superscs.sion hecause w(* were satisfied that thcic were go(»d groundft 
for su]>erse.ssi()n <d tlie municipality. We arc !>ou , howi'vcr, ia<’ed with 
a different situation in \n Inch the good faith of ( iov<*! nno-n I has bet'ii ([Ues- 
tioned b\ tlic higlicst ('oiiit in Hcngal. (lovrrnim'iit must, in our ojunion, 
satisfy the House that tliey hav(’ acted in good failh. Wc led. houever, 
that from tlu' point of vi<*u of ( lovcinment , il is CHsofitial that tlicrt* sliould 
)n‘ a j)rop(*r official einjuirv into the nnrkiiig of flu' admiiiist i ai ion ot t.ho 
Howrah M nnicipa lit\' during the past tew \e.iis arol into llic a Ib’g'a I i(»n» 
against the Chairman. 

Ih'for<^ wc decide our attitude towards this adjournment motion we 
would like to lu-ar from tin* llononrahh* Minister, in th<' first place, what 
arrangements be projxtse.s t<) make tor earr\ing on lln' work of tlie muni(u- 
j)alit_\ ; ami in tin* secoml jilacc, what action lie propos(*s to take to remove 
the uridonhted stig-ma uhicth tht* Jligh (kuirt (h'eision has attaidied to 
(Tov<Tnmeiit . We would like to know in partimilur that an oHieial emiuiry 
will he set oji foot iinmediab'ly. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Su-, as a repicsentati vt' in this House of the 
municipalities in the districts of Howrah, Hoeghly and 2-4-HarganaM, and 
also as one rejiresenting officially- tin* recognisf‘<l Association of Municipalities 
in Bengal, 1 would he failing in my duty if I <ii(l not assoedate my.self with 
this note of protest against the manner in which the premier municipality 
of Howrah, adminv^tered under the Bengal Municipal Act, has been 
superseded. 

Much has been said and written about this regrettable ejiisode and I do 
not intend to dilate on it any further. Bui the way in which things are 
moving and facts as they stand now wuth regard to the number of munici- 
palities superseded in Bengal .show that if things are allowed to continue 
in this manner it would lead to a negation of self-government in this pro- 
vince. Sir, even with all its drawbacks I am in favour of allowing full 
freedom to a local self-governing institution and tliis, I suppose, is the 
general idea of the present menruiers of the (’abiiiet whose chi(*t has stated 
on various occasions that he w'ould see that ev(*n the system of nomina- 
tion in the case of municipal institutions is abolished. I consider that the 
local bodies of this provfhce are the training centres for future administrafors. 
Even our Chief Minister himself was for a long time Chairman of Ho' Dnrca 
Municipality and there are several members on the Cabinet today who some 
time or other also served in the municipalities or district hoards in their 
re8X)ective areas. I think. Sir, that with all their party factions ana 
electioneering contests no one could ever think of kicking out their 
man or Chief while serving their fellow citixenn in 
ina^tutious in such a manner as has recently fallem to the 
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municipal administrators of the second city of Bengal and of bringing about 
a deadlock, as noted by the learned Judges of the High Court, by a colour- 
able use of the Defence of India Rules. May I know, Sir, for whose benefit 
and to protect whom this was doner' Mr, J^ain ]iad once been one of the 
leaders of the local self-governing institutions in this province and was also 
associated with the All-Bengal Municipal Association and his name has 
appeared in connection with this supersession. It is very sad to fifid that 
today Mr. Pain will be instrumental in bringing down t)he institution of 
Local 8elf-(jovi'rnment in Jhmgal. Mr. Pain would not like to be hounded 
out of the district, as he publicly announced, where he has served for the 
last tw'o de(*adeH; but lie can taj^e u liand in getting his colleagues out from 
the administrative positions which they hold as representatives of the 
electors of tlie jdace, l>ecause they could not see eye to eve wutJh him. 
Mr. Pain is not now a resident of Howrah. He is now a r€‘sident of the 
metropolis of Calcutta and has chosen to be under the protective wings of 
Sir Naziinuddin. 

Now, Sir, there may be jirivate factions in a municipality; there may 
be party factions as we have also various parties iii this House fighting and 
agreeing again witli each other. That is a lecognised principle of the 
democratic system of government. If such diflerences are taken into 
account, then there will he ample scope for superseding the whole legislature 
and for that no such invocation of D(*fence of India Rules will he necessary. 
Section hd of the (loverninent of India Act alread\ provides for it. But 
would Mr. Pain or liis oilier (‘()lh‘agues like sucli supersession 1 for myself 
or members who are eonueeded with the local sdf-governiug institutitions 
w'ould iH'ver tliink of supersession or tlhe abuse of jiowers in any form. We 
are liere for running d<*mocra<ic institutions in sjiitc of all our difTerences 
and nri‘ anxious to fight evil inside and outside. 

Somehow or otlu'r. the (ioveriimeiit lias he(‘n ill-ailvised and being ill- 
advised it has gtmo t.o such an extent tliat this atrocious order ol super- 
fipHsion lias Iummi made in resjiect of tlu* largest inuiiicipality m Bengal. 
The Hon’hle Minister in charge of the iiocal Self-(ioveinment in repl> to 
a question in this Council last session slated that lie was considering the 
proposal of the Bengal Municipal Association for tlie formation of a TiOcal 
Self-GoverniiH'iit Advisory Comiiiittet' a coiinnittee which was proposed at 
the open session of tlie conference of the municipal administrators of Bengal 
year after year w'ith a view to stnuigtlien th(‘ lies between the Government 
and the local bodies and also to secure a general improvement in the tone of 
administration of sudh local bodies in this province and also to offer advice 
to the Government liefore actually such cases of supersession of municipali- 
ties take place. Nothing has since happened to this announcement. We 
fully endorse the views expressed by the European Party here, that there 
should be an end of this state of affairs in Howrah and, if necessary, there 
ought to be an immediate^ order for general election, so that real representa- 
tives of the peo]de may again be elected to take clliarge of the administration 
of this local self-governing institution. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: vSir, I am in a very difficult 
l^osition so far as this party is concerned. 1 had something to do with the 
%ourse of litigation elsewhere and, therefore, 1 have to be very cai-eful in 
what 1 say about that aspect of the matter which was dealt with in the 
judgment itself. The Acting Chief Justice in his judgment has said that 
the anxiety that has brought this matter to the High Court is not the wel- 
fare of the ratepayers, but it was something diffdfent. It has also been 
said that this municipality was possibly one of the worst municipalities in 
the province right from the year 1932 onwards but suddenly in the year 
1942 certain incidents occurred over the A.R.P. organisations when some 
of the Commissioners of the municipality woke up and when in 1943 Jthe 
Chairman of the municipality accepted the position of a Minister in the 
Provincial Cabinet against the wishes of some of his co-religionists, 
this desire became very keen and it was then that he was persecuted 
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U ewry uvailable opportunity. But that is not a new thing even, 
kir. Jrariiell, the Irish leader, had to suffer auch indignities. !Forgfed letters 
were manuiactured to run him down. Jb'or a tew days he was the most 
ibnoxious man in tlie British Kmpire. His crime consisted in the fact that 
le was fig^hting for the freedom of hi'.» people. Becentlv, we all know* 
loV a letter was forged and made of immediately hefore a General 
idection in Bngland \i’lth the deliberate purpose of tiriving fnim ottice a 
-♦abour ministry in Kngknd. Having the advauiag4‘ of the Bress and with 
he judiciary sympathetic towar<ls the point of view represeiiteil l»v friend® 
tpposite, the Opposition are in u better position to create a show of a case 
mt of nothing. The persecutors of Mr. Bain arc cognisant of all these 
idvantages and they are proceeding step by step. 

So far as the High Court is concerned, it had not the aiUantage of a 
lovernment affidavit. Government ilid not place before the High ('ourt 
he facts which were in their posse.ssion -the faets on tli(‘ ha, sis tit wliich 
hey were justified in faking the atdion. Whether it was the jiroper and 
ight stej) to l)e taken was for the Government and their lt‘gal adviser to 
ay. The legal adviser was sati.sfied that in view of the legal position as 
hey understood it, a demurrer’s attitude was the best attitude in this case. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (hi a point of order, Sir. 
loe.s this arise out of the judgment of the High Court The judgment 
f the High Court has in unmistakable terms pointed out that us the 
loverument 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut what is the point of onlerh' 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The point of order is that 
e was going behind the judgment of the High (’ourt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Opposition tried to give us their background, 

0 Mr. Hamidul HiU( Cliowdhury is also giving us the background. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, my learned friend is a 
uccessfiil lawyer and as such he knows the advantage of interruption. 

Sir, as 1 was saying, the legal adviser of Government was of the opinion 
hat it was a perfect ease for demurrer’s attitude. In other words, it was 
sserted that the High (Joiirt, as constituted under the law, had no juris- 
iction to interfere-^ 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, is he entitled to 
riticise the High Court judgment!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is not criticising. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, from that point of view 
he (jrovernmeiit did not file an affidavit which the High (youri subsequently 
bought was necessary for the Government to place before them. The Hign 
’ourt said that the procedure wlhich is followed by the High Court is: 
hat one side came up with the facts whereas the other side for 
□me reason or other did not place the facts and, therefore, the Court 
resuming the facts to he true proceeded at once on that basis. Now, the 
osition that has arisen immediately on the basis of the High (Jourt 
udgment is not whether the judgment is correct or the supersession order is 
ood or bad. It is an ancient history. The subject before the House is 
hat a stalemate has been created so far as the Howrah Municipality is 
oucerued, and so far as the stalemate is concerned, it is for the Gov^erii' 
lent to find out ways and means. 1 should make myself clear that it 
-fill be the duty of the Government to arrange things in such a way that 
0 far as the rate-payers are cdlicerned, they do not have to sufier in the 
iSLat on account of this difficulty that has been created. Sir, 
hould say that it is well-known and the House also should know 
Luancial position of the municipality i* anything but good, x » 

63 
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Sir, that annual revenue or income of the municipality is 21 lakhs of rupees, 
but the arrears stand at 29 lakhs of rupees — a thing which is not to be 
heard of in any of the local bodies in the province. Therefore, if tiie munici- 
pality is allowed to function, it cannot function without financial assistance. 
In fact, as early as 1939 or thereabout there was a definite proposal by the 
then Collector of the district to supersede the municipality, because it was 
incompetent to run its own organisation. Any one who had the 
misfortune to pass through the roads of Howran knows the condition 
of the Howrah Municipality and how they maintain their roads. That is 
the financial position and the supersession order is a reflection on all 
concerned; the whole group or gang of them who are now posing as 
patriots. Any one wdio knows the condition of the Howrah municipal 
roads will at once be able to say how the administration of the municipality 
is carried on. As late as 1939-40, and also as late as 1941, the municipality 
applied for a subvention from Government saying that they were not 
capable of carrying on the work of the municipality and along with that 
1 understand there was a recommendation of the Additional District 
Magistrate for lihe supersession at least of the Assessment Department, 
because it was not only incompetent but also corrupt and this corruption 
had crept in not because the Chairman did not exercise his responsibility 
but because members of the committee were such that they saw to it that 
well-to-do people did not pay their assessment, or that assessments whenever 
made w'ere such successfully challenged by the defaulter. And thus such a 
condition of affairs arose in the municipality that the Commissioners were 
unable to 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr. LATAFAT H088AIN: (Spoke in Urdu.) 

The Hon’bie Mr. BAR AD A PRA8ANNA PAIN: Sir, as one of the 

persons most directly affected by this adjournment motion, I desire to say 
a few words on this occasion. For the last fifteen months, and for the 
last three months in particular, a perfervid propaganda has been carried on 
against me, because 1 recognised the fact that the Hindus in Bengal, as 
elsewhere, must agree to work hand in hand with tihe Muslim League for the 
welfare of the province, and I had the courage to act according to my 
convictions. Mahatma Gandhi has today made it clear in no uncertain 
manner that tlie Hindus must not merely co-operate with the League but 
must make in their favour concessions of a far-reaching character, in order 
to earn their goodwill. To do my humble bit, I left a profession which had 
always treated me well ami in which I had made thousands of friends with- 
in the province and outside. I endeavoured, in my humble way, to serve 
my province. For more than 20 years 1 have been actively associated with 
the How^rah Municipality and in July, 1942, I had the unprecedented honour 
of being elected Chairman of that municipality for the fourth term. I was 
connected with numerous public institutions and my assistance and 
co-operation were eagerly sought on all hands. All these changed in a day 
immediately I joined the present Ministry, and the most abominable lies 
have been and are being propagated against me. I can do no better than 
quote the following passages from my speech in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly on the 2ist June last on the no-confidence motion against me: 

“Ill-informed and mendacious criticisms lhave been made about my 
administration of the Howrah Municipality, and allegations have been 
made that I deliberately absorbed 4 bighas of municipal land into my own 
land and that I have been guilty of unauthorised expenditure of large sums 
of money which have resulted in loss and waste of municipal money and 
that illegal payments were made under my orders. After these charges 
were made, as Chairman of the municipality I asked the Hon’bie Chief 
Minister to cause an immediate enquii^ to be made into these allegations 
by an oflicer not below the rank of a District Judge. Even then, I consider 
that I owe it to the House today to give them an idea of the position, so 
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?/ mischievous propajrauda whioh is beinir 

Dtlitv^had“fn"Ts7^i t^h l»nd is that the mimici^ 

mp«»«r«mfn* hiRha.s of land, that the present 

Z thJTn^ "i * 1 ® " i" that as I have land 

the north of the municipal land. I munt have absorlxMl 4 hitrlias of 

^a3^tn^ht" ^“-n-ve of an.JthiiJlo^ 

Firstly, there was Goveruiuent .survey of the laud in liOtl-lT when it 
4^ biSs ^ -I'-e ^'t ami not 

Secondly the survey record-of-riK^its made in "t]f ,.17 ;,|so shows 41 
bighasS 3 cottahs 0 chittacks and not 4o lii^jhas. 

nnd’'^i'‘‘!.^L‘? municipal Survey Superintendent surveved this land 

feel SSd Lot 4Tbigbi” *' ■’ '■ 

lov ? municipal fmstn aliKMimcnl dvcrseer verified the 
laiHj and he also found the same measun'inent. 

Fifthly, in 1941 a sub-eommilfee of the Munieipal Commissioners examin- 

scLIn!! 41 *“! <>t the area aeeepted tl.e i>lan drawn up by 

showinp the total quantity of land to be 41 biRbas 3 cottahs 0 elntln.ks anS 

ien3lv‘'ofTt remarked; ■•\\e have examined the plan and approve 

Sixthly, the Report of the Sub-Committee was approveil and eonfirmed 
ny the Commissioners at a meeting held on May IG, 1941. 

Seventhly there existed a ten-feet wide drain between the municipal 
land and my land and absorption of munieiiml land into mv land was a 
physical imposssibility. 

Kisbthly, the land which I purchased in March, 1940. was fi hiirhas aid 
today, on measurement it is found to he a little less than (! hiKhas and not 
ten bitWiiis which should have been the ease, if T hud absorbed 4 hiRlias of 
municipal land. 

Ninthly the party from whom I purchased, bought it in July, 1939, 
from Jjalit Mohan Rqv and others and his document also shows that the 
area conveyed was G bighas. 

Tentbly, Laht Mohan Roy’s father purchased it from ranchuram Haiti 
previously in 1919 and his document also shows the area of the land con- 
veyed to be 6 bighas only. 

c purchased it from one Mr. Fnirweather 

n September 22, 1919, and his document also shows that the area convoyed 
was h hiphas. 

"mts were instituted a^ains Mr. Fnirweather in 1911 and 
IJK in respect of this land by one Mr. Khitindru Nath TiiRore and the 
main^, judgments and decrees all show the area of the land to he C bitrhas. 

lo’ib and No. 977 of 

1912 in the court of the Second Munsif of Howrah. 

Thirteenthly, Mrs. Fnirweather to whom the land origiiiallv belonged 

Sow R^ir^ Fairweather years before^ Thfs will ilso 

snow the total quantity of the land to be 6 bighas. 

in ^ f statement made is that I incurred unauthorised expenditure 
1 • V T about a laly;h of rupees. T had only ordered expenditure 

competent to order of 24 items of work of les.s than Rs. r>00 
c w 1 C were emergent and which in the agregate was below Rs. 12,000. 
Revised rates for twenty-one of these items were later sanctioned h.y the 
Commissioners in meeting and they cannot, therefore, by any stretch of 
imagination be said to be unauthorised. Revised rates for only three, 
aggregating m Talne less than Rs. IJHOO, have not yet been before the 
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Comm i«*i oners for confirmation. Fearing how very reckless they have 
been in Uheir allegations, the Opposition in the Howrah municipality only 
day before ytstenlay have sent in a reqiiisition for rescinding the resolution 
confirming the 21 items, so that they might at least show alleged unautho- 
rised expenditure of about Us. ll^tKtO. That is how charges of maladminis- 
tration are being bolstered up against me and are Wing circulated through 
a definitely unfriendly ])reHs. 

It has l)een said that (iuvernment passed orders superseding the munici- 
pality in f)r(ler to protect me from a threatened law-suit. If the.se facts 
furnish materials for a law-suit against me, 1 do not, I fancy, need much 
protection. It has also been said that the t'oiumis.sioners were prevented 
from jjassing a nsolution at the re(|uisitiou meeting notified he held on 
the 12th of . I vine last .Hanctivming a law-.suit against me. A reference to 
the refjuisition itself will show that the revjiiisitionists did not know whom 
to sue, me or, in their own language, some r)ther i»erson wlio may be found 
to be liable. 'I’hey did not know or state wliat to sue him (»r me for. They 
did not know oi slat<‘ uliat the miseonduct (tr illegal payment or b>ss or 
waste was. 'rio-y did not indicate anv thing. All tliat tlliev did was to hunt 
6ut a he(‘ti(Ui from the llongal Municipal Act and to copy its language into 
their juopo^evl resfdution. I’lie w hole idea w tv) coerce me into submittiug 
mv resignation from llie Ministrv on tlie isMie of the Svu’ondarv Education 

ni'ii. 

It has been aske<i uhy ito aftiil.i vit^ were filed stating tliest* tacts in the 
High Court, I wa.s no parly to the ])ro(a‘4*(liiigs tln-re and I could not swear 
any afTIdaviis; hut as 1 have sai<l, on the 21st of .Turn* I made in the Assembly 
the staiiOiMMit from wliieh I have qiiotval. I have again asked the ilon’hlc 
Chief Minister to n]i]>oint immediately a senior District Judge to eiujuire 
Mito the al legal lous made against me 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sii, I lis^ to suppmt the 

motion that has heen moved )i\ mv friend \fi Ma/.unidar and in doing so. 

I would go straight to di'ul with tlie effect of the judgment of t!ie Hon'ble 
High ('(»ur1. T(' d(» so. 1 huvt‘ to Tt‘ad the exact ordei \vhi(‘li lias not Is'cn 

jilaced lad ore llie House and whieli onbu* was deidannl to he illegal bs the 
Hon*bl(‘ High Court. This ordv'r was j)a^'‘ed on the 9th June, 1944. The 
order niJis as follows; — 

“Wh ereas the (ioxenou is of opinion that it is mae^saiN to >u)>eisttle 
the ComTnissi(uiei s ot tlu' Howrah Municipality for ensuring the due mani- 
tenaiiee of the vital sorviees of the saiil ba’a] avtthoritx in fhe evfuiv of 
hosiih' atfack. Now, theiefore. in e\erei^i‘ of tlo^ ]HtWf*r conferred h\ sub- 
rulc fi of rule olh of ih»‘ Defema* «d India Uules. the fJoviunor is i>leased 
to supv'i'.sedt' flic (hinnuissioneis of tbe Howrah Muni(dpalitv for a peruwl 
of J>ne yi'ar with etlVid frtim the 9th June, 19tf, ” 

Sir. the order of superses.sion . therefore, is lo take ♦dyeci foi one yea: 
from the 9lh id June. 1944 Now, Sir, immediattdy after ili:s ()Td«*r was 
mvs.sed, soim* of tlie (^vmmissiomus of the Howrah Muiiicipalitx moved the 
TTon’hle Hig'h ('ourt and a rule was issued orignnalK auaiiist Mr Noinuni 
who was the officer appv»inted hy the Government of Bengal to admini.ster 
the Howrah Munieii>ality . Now. when tihe matter came up before the 
Hoiride High (Aunt, an objection was taken that the Government was no 
party and the wdiole proceevling wa.s vitiated. A rule was issvied 
as to wliether tin* writ of certiorari and the writ of proliibition should 
not Ix' i.sMied upon the Province of Bengal on the affivlavit whieli 
was filed hv fhe (’ommissioners of the Howrah Municipality. The mattei 
was dealf with hv Mr. Jtistiee Kdglev and the case was referred to a SjuMdal 
Bench and after all (his you w’ill find. Sir. that in the petition wliiidv was 
presented to the Ifon’Ide High. Court serious charges were laid against 
Mr. Pain hini.self with regard to Iii.s action in the municipality as Chair- 
man. No affidavit was filed in the High Court either on behalf of ike 
respondent, that is, Mr. Nomani or on behalf of the added respondent, 
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i.e., the Province of Ben^. We have heard just now from Mr. Paio 
that he was no party to this order or to this prm'eedinp. and, therefore, he 
could not file any anidavit. I think Mr. Pain knows fully well us a success- 
ful law^yer that he should have filed an afiidavit on behalf ol the Province 
of Bengal or on behalf of Mr. Nomaiii. But why he did not do m» is ijuite 
obvious. Mr. 1 a in knows very well ’that whatever he speaks on the floor 
of this Hou.se either in the Low*er House or in the Vnper Uoiise would 
not be subject to^n\ (‘riticisni anywhere, but if lie fio's an utlidavit and 
if that affidavit is found to he false, then hi.s place w*ill he soincwhen* tdse 
and his position will not be that of a Minister of the (hihinct. He enuin iated 
his 13 points — unfortunateK , he did not enunciate 14 poiuts.-..iu his state- 
ment today therehv defeioliiiK hiinselt that he <li<l not upprt>priate any 
land of the Howrah Municipality. If he had such u strimj^ defcin'c, why 
did he indine the Ministry t<» obtain the order of '*upe] session inon His 
Excelleiu'v the (ioveinory The HijJrh Court in uninistakahle terms ptdnted 
out tlint the was wecurt'd and procured in order to save Mr. Pain from 

Rome letral proc<H‘dinps in the Court and that the hostile attack wlil(‘h was 
referred to in the order of supersession was not the hostile attack of Jajian 
or any other enemy hut was the hostile attack of tin’ ('ommissioiiers 4>f the 
Howrah Municipality aj^ainst Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain himself. This is 
made perbn'tly (dear in the Hi^;<h Court judgment. Sir, we wert* sur]>ris('d 
to hear t he Tf on’hle the (diit-f Minist»*r todav pointing out s<‘riouslv that us 
they h ave p'ot no copy of the judjjment, it is impossibb' for the i iovcTtnnent 
to consider wdiat the situation is. There is no (jin^stion of nnidin^ the judtf- 
ment of tlic Court wiiich runs to over loO tyj»e-\vrit ten pag^cs. 'Phe 

Adv(»cate-(rcncral and Mr. Tlamidul Hinj Chowdhury who r(‘pn‘s<’nti’d tin* 
Province of Hcnpal in the Hit^h Court knew what the ord(*r of llh‘ Hijrh 
Court is jind. therefore, the Oovernmeiit also kiHJw wliat 4‘\a(tl\ the order 
of t*he Hon’hle Hiph Court is. 

The onlv question is: what the (iovernment is pomp to do after havinp 
pot lh(‘ order (»f the High Court. As a matter of fad, it was seriously 
nrpued hefoic tin- Iliph Court that as the Honourahle Ihplj Corn I eonlil 
not issue anv writ of rrrtiorari apain.st the Oovcrninent , j3rol>ahly th(‘ order 
whi('h the (iovernment was poinp to pass was 

Mr. LATAFAT H098AIN: Sir. is the honoumlde member K-udinp 
from a certified copy of the judpirient? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is understood that wdieni'ver an honourable 
member makes u statement in this House, he takes responsibility for it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUICHERJEE: Mr Justice Das in the 

course of his judpment referred U* a well-known observation ot the l.ord 
Chief Justice of Enplaiul as follows: This is the King's Court; we sit 
here to administer and interpret the law.s of this realm in tin* King’s name, 
ft is res|H‘etful and proper to assume that once the law is dcr lan^d In’ a com- 
petent judicial authority, it will lx* followed by the Crown, 

I would remind the honourahle members of tliis Houm* and also the 
flon’ble the Chief Minister, and the Minister in charpe of I.oral S<df-( fovern- 
ment^ tliat the Hiph Court exercised jurisdiction on this oecasiim a.s the 
King’s Court, as the supreme court for tliis province and, therefore, tin* 
observation of tlic Lord (’hief Justice apjdies strictly to the judgment of 
the Higli Court. I am glad tihat mv friends sitting to mir left, 1 mean the 
European Croup, Iiuve not in this instance supported the Cov<*rnm(‘nt and 
have declared in no unmistakeahle terms that they want the (iovernment to 
take steps immediately in accordance wdth the orders of the High Court 
The judgment of the High f.’ourt was pronounced on Wednesday last. 1 
believe, on the 19th July, and seven days fcave elapsed since tber» and still 
we find that the Government is sitting tight over the judgment without 
taking^ any action. Sir, I need not refer to the position of the Howrah 
municipality which has been to some extent referred to by my friend 
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Mt. Bankim Chandra Dutt. One thine that I should like to say is 
this — His Excellency has directed that the Commissioners of the Howrah 
Municipality are unfit to carry on the work of the municipality. Now, 
Sir, the ComniiHsioners include Mr. Pain also and, therefore, there is in 
that order a censure upon Mr. Pain himself. I suppose His Excellency 
tvill <ronsider whether Mr. Pain could remain as a Minister after the super- 
session order which was obtained hy him and his colleagues. I will only 
refer in this connection to an action of the Governor of the I'unjah where 
fuie Minister was dismissed for an offence far less heinous than this offence 
rif which Mr. Pain was now’ accused and which the Hiffh (.'oiirt finds has 
been i>rovcd to the hilt. This should he taken note of by His Excellency 
ind lie should consider whether Mr. l^ain should he allowed to adminster 
the funds of this jirovince to the extent of several crores when he could not 
nanaire the funds of the Howrah Municipality whose income was in the 
neighbourhood of lf> or 20 lakhs only. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, as usual, I 
diall he brief. The effect of this judgment on the people has been electric. 
Out I will not speak on the legalistic aspect of the judgment. I will speak 
"inly on (he realistic aspect of it, and it is this; that people are goiu}.;, I 
mean the <*mployee.s of the Howrah Municipality, are going without ])ny 
ind thev cannot he ]iaid as my friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad 
lias said tliat th<* municipality is now' fatherless and motherless. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ] hope you will ])e brief, as you promised. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Yes. Sir, I shall 
finish in two miniitf‘s. Tcui will find that everybody whether in the tea 
ihoj)S or in the fofjthall grounds or anywhere else is saying after 7 >*;uling 
he judgment : wliy is it that the Minister and Chairman of Howrah 
Wnnicipalitv does not resign in si)ite of the stigma cast on him by the 
iudgment? Throughout the length and breadth of Bengal it is Indng said 
hat the TTon’hl<‘ Mr. }*ain should have taken recour.se to resignation, 
fie shoubl come out of the Government, take his j>osition as an hon(‘st 
mihlic man and (hen try to clarify his position and defend himself; hut he 
itill sticks to his job and pretends to he innocent of the charges made in 
the affidavit before th(‘ High Court. 

The third ]u)int is: Tt is an utter irres})onsibjlity on the part of the 
part of the Government. Wlien they knew' that the j\idgment. created a 
leadlock, why did they not vacate the 8U]K*rsession order, as was done in 
'onnection w’ith a case cited by iny friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
^hmnd. Wbal did the Viceroy do when the Federal Court judgment was 
)a.ssed P lM»e next day the Viceroy issued a second ordinance and alb)W’ed the 
quo to he maintained. 8o the Government w’ould be well advised to 
•ancel the order of 8U])ersession and to order re-election, otherwise the 
tfinistry would continue to be tbe laughing stock of the whole country and 
he ratt‘-pn>ers of the nuinicipality would refuse to pay taxes. 

The Hon’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. T will deal with only 
wo ])oints and the otlier points will hv dealt with by the Hon’hle Minister 
n cdiarge of the department. The hvo questions are what the Government 
>ropose to do to resolve tlie deadlock that has been created; and 
chat .st(‘ps Government propose to fake about the enquiry sugge.sted 
>y Mr. Pain Sir. 1 feel that after w'hat Mr. Pain has stated about the 
lUegations, it ought to be clear to every fair-minded person that the allega- 
ious that are being made in this House and in other places an* purely 
>olitical and have no foundations whatsoever. Tt is unfortunate that 
Tovernmeut did m»t file an affidavit and allowed the High Court to pass 
ertain remarks; Imt we were a.ssured by our legal advi.sers that on the 
rrotind of jurisdiction we were bound to win the rase. As we were anxious 
o have a decision quickly for the purpose of solving the impmse that has 
>een created, we felt that if we went into the quevstion of affidavit the case 
could be delayed. 
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Our position at the present moment is this : as stated before, we have 
not received any certified copy of the judgment and it is very difficult for 
us to come to any decision us to the steps that we should take on this 
question. 1 would like the honourable members to realise that the judg- 
ment of tlffi High Court is not merely confined to the Howrah Municipality. 
The implications are rather serious. (Mr. Shkisu Chandka Ciiakkavkrti : 
Yes.) If the judgment is not challenged before a superior court, it is 
likely that the action under the Defence of India Kules may be open to 
question at any time. Hy the jirocedure ^^hich has been adopted by the 
High Court, we do not know whether the appeal will bo to the Federal 
Court or to the Privy C^mncil. So, as I said, apart fn>m the question of 
the Howrah Municipality we may be advised by our legal advisers to file 
an appeal on this question, Thi.s is the situation as far as our legal 
position is concerned; but we can give this assurance that as soon as we are 
in possession of the judgment, we will take steps lo 8 »h) that tliis impasse 
which has been creuted is somehow or oilier soheil. The Hon’ble Minister 
for Local Self-Government Department will presently inform you about 
the steps that have been taken to i-outinue the administration of the essential 
services of the Howrah Municipality. 

Now, as regards the (]uestion of allegations, 1 am personally definitely 
of opinion tliat in view of the remarks of the High (’ourt the Gov<‘rnment 
must take early stejis to have an enquiry made b\ a higrii ami responsible 
judicial oflicer into the a<liniiu.*.tratioii of the Hnwrah Munieijmlity during 
the last four or five years and also into the allegations that have been made 
against the executive autliorities of the Howrah Municipality. (Mr. Hankim 
Chandka Mukuekjkf. ; Why not allow the Coninu^.sioiu'rs to tile a suitl') 

1 would like Mr. Mazuindai who is so eiilliusiastic over the mattiU' to 
finance the Commissioners to file a suit ; but why the muiii(’ipal funds 
should be spent on suits against the muiucipal authorities ^ Now, 1 do 
not understand against wdioiii these allegations are niadi*. As fur as we are 
concerned, we are detinitely <d opinion that there ought to be a projier and 
suitable enquiry at the earliest opportunity. It was not possible for us to 
hold an eiKiuirv as the matter was suit jadin'. Hut as the judgment has 
now been delivt'red, we shall hold an em|Uiiv immediately. The Minister 
for Local Self-Government Department will f»e able to givi* you facts and 
figures why it wa.s necessary^ to supersede the inunii'ipality ami liere 1 may 
repeat the argument which I used in another place and that is lliat from 
my personal experience as an c.r-(’hairinan «»f a municipality for more than 
six years, 1 know how difficulties can be created by party factions amongst 
the Commissioners. 1 believe my honourable friend sitting over there 
on the op])osite side, Kai Hahuilur Keshab Cliandra Hanerjee wlio was the 
Vice-Cdiairmaii during the time I wa.s the Cliairman, will be able to tell you 
how ett'orts are sometimes made to pull down the ('hairmen and the Viee- 
Chairmen. I say this that when Government realised that the situation 
had become such that whereas on t>ne hand the (’hairman harl not the majo- 
rity to get his deci.sion carried out, the Munii ipal Coininissioners on the other 
hand had not the majority which would entitle tliem under the law to 
turn out the Chairman, they thought that it was a perfect impasse. Indeed, 
there was a perfect impasse so far as the Howrah Muni( ijiality was con- 
cerned, because whereas on one side the (’hairman could not get hi.n reso- 
lution through because of obstruction by the Municipal (’ommiHsioners, at 
the same time the opposition party also were not of sufficient strength to 
get sufficient majority w'hich will remove the Cairman. (Mr. JjMat 
Chandra Das: It is a technicality.) It is not a question of techni- 
cality — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up. 

Th. Hon’bl. Khwaji tir NAZIMUOOIN: All riRbt, I renumc my 

seat. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OACi M»y 1 enquire of Sir NasiinuddiB as 
to whether his promised enquiry* will cover the question of the maintenance 
of the vital services against enemy hostility? 

(The honourable member rejieated his question once agai^ but no 
answer was given.) 

(At this stage several honourable members rose to speak, but they were 
not allowed to do so.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am afraid the Hon'ble Minister- 
in-charge is entith'd to sjieak for full 20 minutes, and it is fair that he 
should be given opportunity to reply to the debate on behalf of the 
(iovernment, 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, ten members can speak under 
the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You object to Government replying to the 
debate? You must realise, Mr. Mesbahuddin, that when Government 
want to reply to tlie debate, the Minister-in-charge is entitled to speak for 
full 20 minutes, and it is only lair to the Hon’bie Mini.ster-in-ehaige, it is 
fair to tile House and it is also fair to the subject under discussion that 
the MinisteJ-in-<‘harge should be given full opportunity to speak. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the 
points that liave been raised by Mr. Steven of the European Party, and also 
hy oti»er honourable members of the House as to whether arrangements have 
lieeii made tor carrying on the essential services of the Municipality 

Several Members: We cannot hear. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: All 

right, 1 am speaking loudly. 1 can tell the Uou.se that .so far as the 
essential services are concerned, we have made arrangements that they 
sluHild be curried on and that the staff of the conservancy service should 
be paid regularly. We have made 1 lakh 80 thousand rupees available to 
the l)l^trict Magistrate with instructions to pay the staff of the niuniei- 
pulity out of tins sum, and the Secretiiry oi the municipality would be 
currying on tiie e.s.sential ser\iees with the money that will be provided. 
In the meantime, wt‘ are considering, as soon a.s we get a copy of the 
judgment, wliat is tin* legal situation that hu.s arisen out of the judgment 
of the High Court. Jh*>ond this I cannot say anything. 

Sir, I would like to say a few worils on this order of supersession 
of the Howrah Municipality. I made it quite clear while speaking in 
anotlier place that nearahout Howrah the Seramjiore Municipality wa.s 
supersedeil, the Hooghly Municipality was also superseded; no objec- 
tion was taktui or rai.sed at the time. But as soon as tihe Howrah Munici- 
pality is superseded, a hue and cry is raised. Other municipalities were 
also superseded. For instance, the Burdwan Municipality was superseded 
and us I have already stated the Serampore Municipality was superseded 
on 22iid June, 11M4. The stale of affairs in the Hooghly-Chinsura Muni- 
cipality was not worse than that in the Howrah Municipality, but still 
tilu* lormcr muuii ipahty was superseded before the turn of Howrah muni- 
cipality came. The Howrah Municipality was inspected by Mr. Stuart, the 
District Magistrate, in 1940 and he iound it in the worst possible condition; 
later on it was inspected by Mr, Hartley, the District Magistrate, who too 
iound tliat the condition ot the Howrah Municipality was in a w’orst possible 
state. 1 may also .say in this connection that some time ago a memorial 
was submitted by the Commissioners of the Howrah Municipality to His 
Excellency, the late Sir John Herbert, say^g tfcat the municipality was in 
a w’orst possible state. So, whatever else it may prove, it proves and it is 
admitted that the Howrah Municipality Waa in a mess and was beyond 
redemption, The Collection Department and the Conservancy Department 
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were tl»e worst offenders. Tbe District Magistrate said that it was no 
wonder that the Chairman of the municipality should live in Calcutta* This 
was in 1941 when Mr. Stuart instHH-ted tlie municipality. Tlu' Municipal 
Commissioners gradually found that they were incapable of managing the 
affairs of the municipality, as arrears ot rates and taxes had accumulated to 
the extent of lakhs of rui)ees and it was itiereusingls In'roming iinpossiblo 
and was beyond the imwer of the Commissioners to run the municipality 
with so much arrear adtumulating. That is why they asked for a suliven- 
tion of ti lakhs of rupees and in this couneetiou, the Additional Distriet 
Magistrate was deputed to emiuire. (Tovcnmieot hu\ing ecMisidered his 
report eame to the eonchision that with this state ol aiburs the munici- 
pality could not be run and that it was thoroughly incapable of maintain- 
ing the vital services of the town in ease of an air raid. There were strikes 
of BW'cepers going on also nearabout. 

Well, tliese facts were ])laced bef<ire the iloverninent and on faits 

Governnieiit came to the ('oiieliision that the municipality should be sup< r- 
seded. It is unfortunate tliat the High Court referred to Mr Harada 
Prasanna Pain; however that is u matter tor Mr. Pain hiinsell. 

In the first in>tanee, Mr. Noiiiani was made a party as he was the 
offif'cr a). pointed there. Tlien the (loveinment was made a parts, (lovern- 
ment took the stand that High C<»urt had no jurisdict ion, as they were 
advi.sed b\ their legal advihcr that tihey had nothing to sj>eak on auiduvii. 
Then, Sir, t)u‘ ininnetion was })as'Hed. We are i-onsid<‘ring the ijuestion of 
appeal. We liave got penni.ssioii to file an appeal; but as has Iummi exi>lainc< 
hv the Hon’ble (diief Minister, we an* considering the point whether appeal 
lies to tlie iMMleral C(»iirt or t»» the Privy Council. Meanwhile, we have 
apiilied f(»r a <'ertified ( (»]»v of tlie judgment and that is wliy 1 submitted to 
you tliat It would be diifi(Milt for Government to take part in file discussion 
hf this motion unless W(‘ have a copy of tlie jmlgment. Then, Sir, if as n 

result (d the a])peal lh(‘ .lecision of l]i(‘ High (ourt is rever.sed, wliat will 

be the |io-ition regarding this adjournment imdiimy High Court decision 
is not the last say in the matter. 

Now, Sir, so lar a^ the horn/ fide of the question is emoMTued, 1 have 

made it\|Uile clear that (io\ernment had no other ultionat i V(* but to super- 

sede the municipalitv. It would apiiear from the report submitted bv.Hie 
District Magistrate tliat some of tbe Municipal Commissiom‘rs had sidicited 
the Government to suixTsede the municipality for bad finance. I’hen* is no 
nuestion of shielding Mr. Pain. 1 must say tliat the suggestion tliat the 
Ruperse.ssion ord(‘r was ]>assed in order to shield Mr. Pain i.s entirely wrong. 
If that had been tlie int(*nti<in of the Government, they w'oiild have asked 
Mr Pain to resign his ehairmanship of the municipality and then the order 
of suiiersession would liave issued. So there was no (piestion »)f shielding 
Mr Pain as has Imhui said by tbe Opposition. We have eondemiied the 
working of the munieipality. fMr. Siiiiisii Ciiv.vdka (hr \khavkhti ; 
Thereby vou are condemning Mr. Pain.) Yes, we have cmidemned the 
action of the entire municipality and this eondemned Mr. 1 am with others. 
With these words, I oppose the motion. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, T shall not take much 
time 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir, how’ can he speak imwP 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Can he make a speech after the IJon’ble 
Minister-in-charge has replied? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not ordinarily, but I have permitted him as a 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I r.«<- fiv 
time.s but could not catch your eyes. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: You may apeak after the Khan Sahib. 
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Mr. LALIT CHAHORA OAS: This in an adiournment motion and 
there i« a eertaiii time-limit. Sf) ran it go on indefinitely 

Mr. HARI80AS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 move that the qnestiona be now 
put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want that the questions be now put? 

Mr. NARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the ques- 
tion be now put. 

(The motion was nepfatived.) 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, as we live we learn, 
provided of course we have the inerit^ility to add to our knowledge any- 
tliing that (“ornes in. ^I’his dehate would have bc^eii absolutely in an 
atmosphere of unreality if wc had not heard what we ha\e just now' heard 
from Mr. Ilamidul Huq (’howdbur\. He knows the full text ot the judg- 
ment and fi’oin tlie portions that have }M*ei» j>ul»lislied in the news])apers 
it is not ])Ossihle to assess the eireiiiiistanees (jr the situation that has arisen 
as a result (d this judgiiieni. Mi. Ilamidul Ilmj ('howdhury having 
direct t<»u( h with the facts and circumstances <d the c as«‘ and having direct 
connection with the actual conduct <d the case is in the know' rif more facts 
tiuiM ar(‘ known to any other meniher of this House. He comes in and 
says that from his p4Tsonal knowledge of the < ireinnstanees he tliinks that 
the High (’ourt proecM’ded on an assumption tliat (TONa'rninent did !iot have 
fiictH and that the* High Court pr<»eeeded (»n an c.r /u/rfr (‘videine. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of order. 
Sir, is he entitled to say that the High ('oiirt i>r(Ka*eded on an assnmi>tion 
or proceeded <»n c’a* futrie evi^lenee? 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMED: T agmin say that the High 
Court ])r<K'e<'ded on an c.r paric evidence. 

T'ln'refore, tlie judgment of which iiiucli cajiital has been made in this 
House is not ot nnieli importance to us, much samdity lias beem attached to 
the judgment, hut certain vile 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. As two hours are now over, the 
debate* automatically comes to an <*ud, 

I adjourn the House till d, p.m. to-moirow'. 

Adjoummant. 

The Council then adjemrned till d p.m. on Thursday, the 27th July, 
1944. 

Members absent. 

The following members wen* absent from the meeting held on the 2f>th 
July. 1944; — 

(1) Mr. Ka<b‘r Ilaksh, 

(2) Mr. Humayun Keza Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(5) Afaulana Mohammad Akrain Khan. 

((d Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Molndanabish. 

(St Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(9t Mr. H. Pal Chaiidnuri. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(in Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

(12) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(Id) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsussoha. 

(14) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(l-o) Khan Sahib Maulvi WahiduKzaman 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Satskm, 194«— No. 6S. 


The (\)i Ni iL met in the I.ej^islative ('hamher of l!je Legii^lative Building, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, tht‘ liTtli duly, 1944, at d p.m., being the sixty^sixiu 
day of the First Ses>it)u of 1944. pursuant to f%ectit>n Ovt^)ta) «)f the (loveru- 
meiijt of India Att, 19d’». 

Mr. President (the ilon’blt‘ Sir Buoy Pkasau SiNtJii Hoy, K.r.x.E.) wa« 
in the Chair. 


Point of Information. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir. yesterday 1 made a ]Hx>mi>e that I vviuild answer tlie tpiestions stundiug 
in the name oi the llon'ide Mr. Suhia\\ard\. Hut iht* relev^int tiles were 
mislaid .somewhere' and lln‘v <'.oild n<»t he pul up to me in time. They have 
l>een m;^de ()\t‘r to me onl> just now and J <M)uld not hit remly for miswer- 
ing .supplementa lien if»da> . I ''ill go through the tiles t-oiiay and with your 
permission I 'vould iepl\ to (he «iue*'(ions tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; So those (juestions should stand over tmlay. 

Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have (ahltMl a .short-notice iiuestion 
oil the basis of a '-ti'ong rumour in the lobby tliat Mr. dunankur lie, an 
in1imat<‘ inend ol Mr. l*aiu, going to he appt>in(ed ni connection with 
the iMKjuii' })iomi>ed hs the Home Minister ^\esterda>. 1 liave a slirewd 
suspicion liiat It "ill ha'e the consent ot the llon’lde Minister' in (duirgi* 
of tin' Loc.il Seli-( lover nrnent Dep.ir (inent 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 h ave not seen that question us yet, Mr. Ma/.urmlar. 
It has not been admitted by me. 1 must examriu* the question first and 
then it wil! have to he sent to the Minister in eharge for his concurrence. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of inlormution, may 1 raise 
the matter toda\ '1 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. As you havt‘ pul in a .short -not ice (jmvstion, 
you should 'vail. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But you will see. Sir, that I may not 
have t« wait for a full year for an aris'ver to the ({uestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut what .vou assuiua tliat y 

Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, riuiny short-notice (jue.stioris are 
fit ill lying with (Toverniiient unaii.sw ered 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I c 4 iriiH>t assume that the Hoii’hle Minister would 
refuse to answer your (juestion if he c^)nsj<lers it iinimrUinl. 

The next item we take up is the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. 1.ALIT CHANDRA DAB: I beg to move that in clau.se h of the 
Bill, the proviso to sirh-cluu.se he omitted, ** 

Now, Sir, allowance has been proposed he given for mnnie*^ "hich n1*» 
paid under mortgage or charge; hut a rider has been added to the 
“Provided that the interest allowable under this edause shall not exte^^ tne 
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amount which the ASseAeoe i» liable to pay in reepect of such mortgage, 
cliarge or capital ns a borrower under section 30 of the Bengal Honey- 
lenclers Act, 1940/' Now, Sir, the provisions of the Bengal Money-lenderj 
Act is not applicable to the Scheduled Banks. If the charge of interesi 
be greater there and if the -interest paid there is not <leducted as allowanc^, 
fheji it would l»e unjust. I think therefore that it would be fair if thi> 
proviso were deleted. With these word.H, 1 move rny amendment. 

Mr. {^RESIDENT: Amendment moved : That in clause 6 of the Bill 
(he proviso to sub-clause be omitted. 

Mr. BAHKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I l>eg to support the amend 
merit. As a iimtier of fact, 1 lind that the trainers of the llill forgot that 
under the Bengal Money-lenders Act there is a jirovision which has excluded 
the Scheduled Banks from the (►peration of the Act and so if any agriculturisi 
has the misfortune or the good fortune to obUiin a loan from a Scheduleii 
Bunk at a rate higher than what is legally payable under the Bengal Money- 
lenders Act he is not entitled to the concession gixiiited by the pixivisO. 1 
do not understand why the agriculturist who hax>pens to be the debtor of li 
scheduled l»ank should be punished in this way. As a matter of fact 
(fovernineht h\ e\< liiding tlie scheduled banks iroin tbe operation of iht 
Bengal Monev-lendeis Act has accepted the pnnciph' that the intt‘i«*si whicl 
th(‘se sehedubnl lisinks i harge is legally payalile and recovei ahlt‘. « It that 
is tlie position, tlien the agriculturist who has got l!» pav int«*r(‘st legalU 
should l)«‘ given tlie concession which is legally ])a.\abie b\ hnn. \Vitl^ 
tht'se few words, I support the amendm<*nl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 ojifMisc tiu 

ainendnn*n(. it is not ver\ liktdy that the ''che<lule<l banks would chaigt 
interest at a rati* higher than that prescrilaMl in the Bengal Monev -lenderj 
Act and an usscssec netal not pa\ an in(en“*t wliicli is not legal in I lu* cas* 
of otlier nioney-lcn(h‘rs. I think thertdon* (liat tlu'- i-^ a lea‘^on.lble am 
salutary provision. It I may go to th(‘ lii-'lois of the piesont elauKe, I 
ina\ sa\ that (he proxi-^o was introdueetl li\ the Se|e( t ( omnntti'e ot tilt 
Asseinhlx . 1 think it is a vei y reasonablt* pioviso and it shiaild he retained, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The (piestion Indoic the House i*- that in clause (j 
of the Bill, the ])ix»\ iso to sub-clause (/) be omitted. 

The (piestion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
follow'ing ro.su U >- 

AYES— 11. 


Khan Bahadur Natiruddin Ahmad. 
Rat Bahadur K. C. BanarJI. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. Khorthad Alam Chowdhury. 
Mr. L. C. Oai. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 


I Mr. H. D. Mozumdar. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharil. 

Rat Sahtb J. N. Ray. 

I Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


NOES— 17. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddln Ahmad. 

Mr. Maabahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. t. Barua. 

Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Choudliury. 
Mr. C. E. Ciarka. 

Mr. D. •!. Cohan. 


Mra. K. 0*Rozarto. 

Mrs. L. P. Outt. 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur Salyw 
Mutharruf Hoaaln. 

Mr. LaUfat Hoasaln. 

Mr. Mohamad Hoasaln. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlatur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Ral Bahadur R. B. Roy. 


... Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The Ayes 
^11 and the Noes — IT. The amendment is, therefore, negatived. 

Mr* HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Sir, I beg to move: That in sab-claus< 
{3) of clause 6 of the Bill, the words “as interest*’ in line 1 he omitted. 
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Sir, this is a very useful umeiidment. There are other sums which are 
pai<l towards loans untl they should 1 h» iiududei! in the allowances. 1 hope 
this amendment will W accepted. 

With t)»ese few I iuo\e my amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : That in suh-chivise to) of 
clause (> of the Hill, the word> “a.*' interest** in lim» 1 he omitted. 

Mr. BANKIM £hANDRA MUKHERJEE: .Sir, I heir to support the 
amendment whieh ha" been moved h\ my hnnhiirahle Iriend Mr. Mfti/.umdar, 
The amendment -eeks t<» lenioxe tlie word ‘‘interest*’ trom the vdause. If 
we read tlie elaiise. we find “aiiv sum paol h\ him in the jirevious \i*ar UH 
intt*rest on am loan taken h\ him uinlei the ieult iirist.s’ lagans Aet» 
1SS4, <ir the l.aiid ImpnnemtMit Logins A( i, ISSd, in resp«*et of suih land.’* 
Now, Sir. it will he that the loans iinun.d h\ an ajjfiicidt ui isl under 

the Aj^rieiiltunsts* I/<»;in> Art and aU<) under the Ixunl Improvement IriKina 
A(‘t are required ^enerall\ tor the purjiose (d impioviu;; tli»* land, for the 
puiposeot hrln^injr the laiul iindei lultivation. tor the puijHrseof putehasili^ 
-seeds and for xaiuuis o(h<*r pur|M»ses whi(*h an* rej'o;.^ni,sfd under tluvse tW4» 
A(Us. It is llierefore not clear at all wh\ onl\ the int«*rest should b© 
in(“lu(l«‘<! and not tlie entire loans tor othei purpo.ses as deseriheil above. I, 
tlii'ietoie, siihniit th.it tins aiueudnn‘nt st‘oks lo ^'^ive taeilities ti/ thti 
aj^ricult mist s i«n the pinpo.se ot pa\in^ otl then ilehts. otherwise if may ho 
that lhe\ w^uihl keep tlie di'hts haii^ni^- i(»r all time to eonu' oul\ |vayinjj: 
inten‘sj e\ei\ \ear. 

This will als4) hampm- the .ij^ucull urisj m Imiitowiii).: mone\ toi‘ the 
purj)o’'e ol nujiniviu^ his laud. ft lie h.is j/ol to pa\ t;i\ on the capital sum 
which he has to sjm'ikI toi the puijHise <d improving his land, then it would 
retard nuyuoveiiieul ot tlo* hind, and would atTis-t the ow -more-food eam- 
paijxu ot whi< !i we an* hearing' "o luueh. As .i matt^u <d fact, I W4»uld 
reipiest the ^rne u 1 1 UT e M lUistei to eousiiler whetliei his j^rvo w-more-food 
(•amp.n;.'ii sh"iih| he eoiitiued <»ul\ 1'> nq;ulat ad \ ei t isemen t s in tlie (ia/i*ttei 

or whet he? Ik- slouihl iiot yjTiv?* real shapt* t<i the campaiyjru h\ |;i'ni).»- lacilitieM 
tot the puiposi- to flu* leultunst . With these tew words, I support tlu* 
<imendnien1 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, allov^anees can 
he mad(* in n*spect ot rt'payment of interest ; hut allowuim es cannot he made 
for rejMiymenl <d <i capital nature, 1, therefore, object to the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The ouestion l>efore the House is 
that in sub-clau.se (3) of clause h of the Bill, the words “as interest” in 
line I he omitted. 

(The amendment wa.s nejratived.) 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOUDHURY: Sir, I hej/y to move 
that in sub-clau.se (.ifi of clause t> of the Bill, the words, fij^ures and (xuiimiifl 
“under the Ajfriculturi.sts* Iv<mn.s Act, 1H.S4, or the I^Aud Improvement I^oana 
Act, 1883” be deleted. 

Sir, this amendment is allied to the? previous amenclnient. But 1 want 
to make it clear that if an agriculturi.st Uikes loans for improving his land 
either from (tovernmeiit or from other ordinary monev-lenders, then he 
should obtain M»me facilities from (fovernmeiit . Sir, t am moving this 
amendment wnth a purpose which .sluiuld not he misundersf^KKl, The 
limitation imposed by reference in this clause to the Agriculturists’ Jssins 
Act and the I^aiid Improvement Ixuiiis Act Iwis been riiilier unwise, ft is 
not merely under these Acts tliat loans are taken for the irnproveriient r»f 
landed estates. The zemindars and talukdars have ver>' often to incur debts 
in other ways also for improving their estates and developing agriculture. 
The loons are in fact not usually taken for improving estates under any 
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specific Act. Thejte are iucluded in ihe j^eneral debts of the estate-holders. 
It can however be shown from their )K»oks that the loans were taken not for 
their personal t>enefit but for the improvement of their property. The 
clauses should conseciueiitly be ameniled and redrafted, so that the interest 
paid on thew* losins may Have the benefit of exemption under the section. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Drder, order. Amendment moved that in sub-chiuse 
ij) of ckuse () of the Bill, the words, fij^ures and (X)mmas “under the Afrricul- 
luiists’ Loans Act, 1«S84, or the Jiaml Im})iovement Loans Act. IHSd” be 
deleted. • 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 would like to supimrt 
the amendment that has been moved by my friend Mr. Hoy (’houdhury. In 
lUpportinp the amendment 1 would like to ]M)int out one fact which |K)s.sibly 
has escjij>ed the attention of the framers of tlu' Hill or it may be their inten- 
tion, I do not know. Now, so tar as suh-chuise (.7) is concerned, an apri- 
cuiturist is sui)i)osed to borrow mone\ under the Agriculturists' Loan.s Act 
or the IjJind Improvement Tioans Act for the purpose of improving: his land 
in f)rder that he mi^'‘hl derive a better income Irom tlu* land itself, and 
therefore that money ouj^ht to he dedueleil 1)\ w:t> ot allowance un<h*r the 
clnu.si*. If W(‘ IfKik to sub-elause {10), I do not know* wliether the llon’hle 
tin* Finance' Minister wants to imlude expeinliturc ot siu'h nature' l)y way 
of allowance's, wc firoi that it runs as follows: - 

“(10) any other exp<*ndituii‘ ot the assess4»e. not ht'inj; in the nature of 
e‘4ipit.{il expenditure' or peiMUial exjx'nditun' laid out wholly and 
exclusively lor llie jnirjsi'.e of den vui^*' sueh ae-rieultural income 
frxun such land.” 

N<nv' if an a^^ricull urist ls)rrows mone\ fni tlie junjaese ol derivin'? his 
•^ricult ural incono' from the land an<l foi tin* ])ur]><>''(‘ of tin* improvement 
of tin* land itse'lf, tln*n the entire sum is to be* allowed umlei sub-clause (10). 

, If tfiat is not iiife'inbsl to be included umh'i sub-clause (-Vi. there 
sei'iiis to he some im‘ousislene\ , becaust* if a man borrows under tlie A^iicul- 
furisls’ I.oaii'^ Act or undei tlie Laml lmpio\<‘ment l/oans Act for tin* 
puifioses sficeitied in sul»-elause (/'>), w be* not entitled to this allowum'i' 
also*' 1'here seems to be an imoiisist em > whieh I think outrlit to he 
removed, h\ di'letiii}? tin* rett'ieme to these two Acts Ami as has alread\ 
b»‘en pointed out b\ tlie iiiovei himself, a pi'ison ma\ lioirow monev lor 
purjioses apart ttom tln>se mentioned in (he .\j?'neultunsts' Loans Act and 
tliere is no reason wh\ lie slioubl not ^et tins di'dm'tion. With these words, 

1 supjmrt lh<’ ainemlim'nt im»\ed b\ ih\ friend Mr. Biremlia Kishore Hoy 
I’howdhury. ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: ])o the honourable 
members realise that this amendment if accepted would actually restrict the 
scope of the allowances, for an allowance in respect of interest on capital 
borrow'ed for impivivement ot laml has already been provided for in sub- 
clansc {li) Y This sub-clause is inteTnb'd to jiroviile for an allowance 

under (lie two Acts specified. 1 am not. therefore, inclined to accept the 
Hinemlim'iit as it would really restrict the scope of the Hill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The ijut'stion before the House is: that in sub-oiause 
b>) of ('lause b ot the Hill, the words, figures, and commas “under the 
A|?ri<‘ulturists’ Ii<mns Act. 18S4, or tlie Land Improvement Thkiiis Act, 188*3“ 
be deleted. 

(The amendment was nej?atived.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I have your permis.sion to move 
as a short-notice amendment the amendment No. 93 standing in the name 
of Mr. Nur Ahmed?' It is a very important amendment and 1 hope. Sir, 
you will please allow me ito move it. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid, Mr. Maxuitul^u'. I miiuot accept a jihcrt- 
notic^e amendment unless it is itvilly of a substantial character. T siiid the 
other day that 1 wouKl diMx>urajre short ^tiot ice amendments. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: ^ renumber tliat, Sir. and it is on that 
basis that I have asked yt>ur permi.ssion to mt>ve it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry. Mr. May.umdar, 1 cannot ^ive you leave. 

Hejcartlinjf the next thuH* .sets of smnendments. namely. Nos. 94, 95-9S 
and 97. they are practically the same. In ta(‘t, Niks. and 97 tire exactly 
the same with this exception that there is an atliiition 4 »f the followiiijy: words, 
namely, “and reli^riou.s pur|H»es of a tustomar\ nature” iii amendment 
No. 97. Motion.s Nos. and 9t» are im luded in these two. I suK>>rc«t 
therefore that there Nlimild l»e one diseusM«»n on all of tliem but I will put 
them to vote si'jiarately . 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 be;j^ t<» iiooe that in clause (> of the 
Bill, the fidlowin^ he iuseitetl at the end of suh-( lause ( >’1, namely ; — 

“any suin yiaid hy him as inter<‘-t in tlu* pre\ious \ear on hiuns for 
ivi\ meni of land ie\enn(» or rent .iiul an\ lo<aI late or cess in 
respect ot siu li laml ; aii\ aimiunt of peiialt v panl h> liim in the 
previou> \eai on the aiiear- <d lam! n*\<*nue; an\ suins spent l»y 
him in the f»r<'\ uui> \ear 1 <h' eharitahle pin]w)Hes not is>v<*red by 
section 

Sn , this nniendment is (juite sclt-e\ plaiiatoi s . 4'lic lUMialtN paid li\ t lu^ 
lamlholdei's towards the n‘\enu(* in arreaj- should lie included in the 
allowances as a!s<i the clniiitii's which are not im luded and not co\ered hy 
section ft A) should l»c imluded in the allowan<-es. With thi’se vvoids. I 
move in\ amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: I be^ to tm.ve that in < laus« 

G of the Bill, id tel sub-clause fo), the l<dlowin^r .sub-clause be added, 
ntimely : — 

''{3a) iin\ sum fiaid by him in the pr<*vious year as interest on loans l<»r 
jKiyment of hind r<‘venue or rent titid iinv lociil rate <»r eess in 
resjiect of such hind ; any amount of iieiuilty paid by him in the 
prenious yciir on the iirrears <d land icveiiuc; any sum spent by 
liini in the previous year for < haritable iiml religious purposes of 
a customary nature not covered hy section 4 (A).” 

Sir, the amendment pnictimlly speaks for itself. But I would ii<ld a few 
words by way of explanation. Wt* all know tliat landlords who an* not 
able to pay their i«*venm* in time are allowed under tlie ])resent system to 
pay up their revenue with jienalty and with other expense.s to tlie (»ov<‘rn- 
inent for the pniisisi* of saving property from ladn^; sfdil in amdion for 
arrears of revenue. As a matter of fact, it is ^mlv inability of the land- 
lords to pay revenue in time that leails to jienally umler the provisions of 
the Uevenue Sale law. I do not know yvhv this piovision has not been 
in.serted in tin* clauses when* ullowames are allowed t^j the ax'‘^’icultaiiists 
wdth re^raiil to the exjienses le^itimatdy inmirred h.v them on account of 
their properties. 7’hen tliere is another <‘lause the last clause in my 
amendment yvhicli s(*eks to allow some expenses to the a^ricult iirisiH in the 
previous year for charitable and relijrious purpo.s<*.s of a ciistomarv nature 
not covered by section 4(Ai. T woiihl re(|uesl you, Sir, and fhroiix'‘h yf»u 
to the Hon’ble Finance Minist(*r and the honourable memberH of the fJoiise 
that there are many expenses of a religious ami churilable mifuie which 
is customary and thoujrh there is no docuinenf and they are not 

leffally bimlin^ they have the force of law and peojde liave to incur 
expenses just as other item.s of compulsory expenditure for (he 
meeting- the expenses of the periodical religious rereiiionie^ am ^ 

charitable purposes connected yvith the religious observam es w u i .y 



1450 


AGRICULTURAL INCOME-TAX BILL. (27th July, 


have to perform. These allowances are not covered by clause 4(6) of the 
Bill. There we find it stated that before one can claim allowances 'with 
regard to expenses of a religious and charitable nature he has to corTol>orate 
it by a documentary provision. But it is well-known and I hope the 
Hon’ble Finam^e Minister knows himself personally that there are expenses 
of a customary nature for charitable and religious pur]»ose which a man 
has to bear ev(*n though he liohls no property for that purpose out of the 
income of the agricultural properly he holds. Therefore, I submit that 
the Hf»!i*^ble Finance Minister shoultl consider this amendment favourably 
and accept it. 1 can assure the Hon'blp Finance Minister that if he accepts 
my amendment, he wrmld have no dithculty in getting it through the 
Assembly if it goes there in that form. As a matter of fact, it is not merely 
the Hindus but people of all nationalities h<ive to incur such expenditure 
from their {igricultural jjroperties eveii though tliev do not hold the prop<‘rties 
in trust. 1, therefore, submit tliat (his amendment should he accepted by the 
Tiouse. 

Witli these few words, 1 move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendments moved : 

That in clause b of the Hill, the foil-owing ])e inserted at the end of suh- 
clause (.'i), namely: — 

“any sum paid by bini as interest in the previous ;\ear on I^kuis for jKiy- 
ment of land rev(*nue or rent and any local rati‘ or cess in respect 
of such land; any amount of penalty paid by him i^n the previous 
year on the arnvirs of land revenue; an> sums sjmoiI by biiii in the 
previous yoijir for charitable puriH)ses not (M)vere(i by section 4(6).“ 

That in clause ti of the Bill, after sub-clause (o’), the following sub- 
clause be 4idded, namely : — 

“(.io) 4iny sum juiid by him in the previous \ear int('^e^t on loans for 
IKiyment of land revenue or rent -and any bxnil rate or cess in 
respect of such land; any amount of jienalty jiaid by him in the 
pn'vious ye4ir on the arrcjir.s of bind r(*venue; any sum spent by 
liiiu in the previous year for charit;ible 4ind religious purjHise.s of 
a I'ustomarv nature not ('overed liy section 4(6).“ 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. I rise to support the tw^o 
amendments which ('■over 4ilmost the .S4ime ground, l^he amendments seek 
to exidude from t4»xation certain items of expenditure. The first item is the 
interest [xaid in the jirevious ye4ir on land n*venue or rent or local rate or 
cess. Now. many estates, birge or small, have got to pay land revenue, 

rent, bnal mtes 4ind ces-'^es. But the payment of interest on these items is 

an ordinary charge on the estate, and in spite of lH\st precautions some- 
times there is shortage of iuone\ or other reasons may compel a party to 

pay interest. This is a legitimate <diarge on the ineome and there should 
l>e deduction on this 4 UiM)unt. 

The second item of expenditure is the penalty p;iid for arre 4 irs of land 
revenue. This is also nu item which should he excluded from taxation. 
Sometimes, on account of muses beyond the cxmtrol of the juirty it happens 
that land revenue is not paid in titiie. This may be due to "a variety of 
causes, and tlu* penalty that is levied by the (Tovernment in consequence 
is a legitimate charge on the estate. 

The next item is the expenditure on charitable and other religious pur- 
poses not (Mivered by clause 4(61. This requires a little explanation. Under 
clause 4(6), exiHuiditure fur charitable and religious purposes is excluded 
where there is a trust property, that is, whore there is a trust, such as a 
wakf^ dehattar and the like, which is created by a deed or established by 
tradition or by operation of law. The exclusion is dependent upon whether 
the charities fall under clause 4(6); if so, whatever may be the amount spent, 
large or small, it would be excluded. But on principle, charities which are 



1944.] 


AQRK ULTURAL INrOME TAX BILL. 


1451 


not covered by olauf<e 4(6> ahould not be «hut out. The»e nnoffioinl 
charities are very common in Bengal and are ingrained in our nuttire and 
should be on a par with otticiul charities. There should be no distinction 
between the two cIusson ot charities. .In the circumstances. 1 think that 
.these three items aie h^giiimate exceptions and the amendment should he 
accepted. As Mr. Muklierjee has pointed out. j»rohahly these items liave 
escaped the attention ot the draftsman. 1. theref»>rt*. support the 
amend me iH . 


Tha Hon*ble Mr. TI/L8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. the siH)|>e of the 
allowances provided is wide and ample, and I <lo not .see any nece.ssity for 
further allowances which might emlsirrass the Income-tax Officers. So I 
oppose the amendment. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: (h de I, order. Now 1 jiroivise to put Mr. Hnnkitn 
Cluindra Mukherjee’s ainendmenl hist, het au^e if that is carried, then 
Mr. Haridas Mazuindar’.s amendment will not arise. 

The (uiestion Indore thi‘ llou'^e js that in clause ti ot llit* Bill, after snh- 
clause (•)), the following .suh-ckiuse he ailde«l, namely.-- 

“(.‘kO any sum paid by him in th<‘ previous \eai as interest on loans for 
payment ot lain] revtuiue or rent and <an\ locail rate or cess in 
re.sin'ct of sin li land ; an\ am<nint of penalty paid hy him in the 
previous year on the arrears of lainl levenm*; any sum spent hy 
him in the previous \e..ir for <hant.;ihle and ndigious purjHises of 
a customary nature not I'overed hy sett ion 4(/0.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall now put Ml. Hundas Majuiridar's uiiKMld- 
meiit. riic qucstnui btdmc the House is that in (danse ti of the Bill, the 
following !»(’ m^ci’tod at tlic end of suh-clausc (J), namely: — 

“an.\ sum paid hy him us interest in the pn‘vious year on loans for pay- 
ment of land la'veiiue or rent and any local rate or cess in respect 
of such land : any amount of penalty paid by him in the previoua 
y»*ar on the arrears ot land revenue; any sums spent hy him in 
the ]»revious \ear for charitable purposes not ('overed hy section 


(The atiKUidineiit was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 heg to move that in 
'Clause () of tlie Bill, for sub-clause (•/), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(4) any sum paid by him in the previous year for the maintenance of 
any irrigation or protective work or other capital asset.” 

Sir, this is merely a re-arrangement of the words in this sub-clause. A 
mere comparison would suggest that the sub-clause has In^en written liy one 
who is versed more in Bengali titan in English. Tlu* exact secpience required 
by English usage has bt^en lost sight of. The amendment is merely a re- 
arrangement of tlu* words without any oth<*r cliange at all. I will merfdy 
read the Bill-clause and also read tlie nm(*ndim*nt and say nothing else. 
The sub-clause in the Bill reads: 

”(4) in respe(*t of the maiiitciiaiice of any irrigation or protective work 
or other capital asset the amount jiaid in the previous year on 
account thereof.” 


I believe in Bengali, the pas.sage would exactly stand like this 
English it should be slightly recast. The amendment i.s to the effect ( / 
■any sum paid by him in the previous year for the 
gation or protective w'ork or other cajiital asset.” I think Jh"* 


cajiitul .'VY ««rfect 

read much better. In a legislative draft the rendering should bo 

418 possible, and the U ni should be written and re-written an( 
tio sparing of effort to improve it. 
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Sub-clau»e (6) of this clause is exactly on the lines of my amendm^t. 
There is ahs<ihite want of uniformity and hymmetry in the drafting of similar 
suh-clauMeh in this Hill. Suh-clau^es {4) and {6} are written in different 
styles. Sub-clause (.'ii also is unlike sub-elause (4 1 as niy friend 
Jdr. Humayun Kabir pointn out. On the.se considerations, I lielieve that 
the context would be strengthened and improved by accepting the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Amendment moved. That in clause G of the Bill, 
.for HubH'luuse (•/), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(^) any sum paid by him in the previous year for the maintenance of 
any irrigation or protective w(>rk or otlier cajutal asset. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment. If we look at tin* elan.se itself, ue do not know how this sub- 
clause (*/) eatne to worded in the xvay in which it stands at jireseiit. Clauses 
(J), (6*) and every other clause, and sub-clause </)— they all seem to be under- 
standable clearly; but when we begin to r«*u<l sub-e)ause [4), we do mit find 
wiiat it purports to lu’ovide. It savs “in respect of tin* maintenunee of any 
irrigation or protective w'oik or oilier capital asset thiui come the words 
“amount paid in thi* previ<»us year on account thereof”. 

I do not know whether it is Knglish languagi* or an> other language and 
1 wonder if my Scoteli friemls will be able to undeist.iiid tin* language. But 
I submit that the amemlnient only s(‘eks tn impn^ve the lancnage and it would 
l>e in accordance w'ith language used in other .\ets and easily understandable. 
VV’itli these woi'ds, I support the amendmciil nM»\«‘d b\ m\ tnend Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sii, tin* languagt 

used is not certainlv llcbrt'w: 1 do md sa\ “(freck , bt'causc that is really 
not understanablc by us. But 1 think the emphasis is in thi* right place, 
'rherefnre. I do not *s(‘e an\ neee.sHity loi tin- drafting amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDE^T: 'Phe (jm'slion before lh»‘ llniise is that in danse G of 
the Bill, tor sub-clause (•/), the following be subst it uttMl , namely: — 

“p/) any sum paid by him in the previous L'*' die maintenance ol 

anv irrigation or jirotei’tive work or other eajiital asset 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 1 leg to move that in sub 
clause (4) of clause G of the Bill, after tile winds “protective work” in lim 
2, the word.s “or applying manure” lx* insertiMl. 

Sir, 1 do not know' wiiv this was not inclmled and why the framers of i 
Bill like the Agricultural hicome-ta\ Bill altogether forgot about the monej 
w'hicli an agriculturist should spmid tor tlie^purpose of applying manure it 
hi8 land in order to get more yield from the land itself. ..Vs a matter of fact 
we now' hear so much about increasing the productivity of .soil by means of 
manure, I may refer in this connection t(» what Sir Joginder Singh, i 
Member of the (rovernmeiit of India, has said. Hi* said that attempts wert 
being made for the purpost* of munutacturinur sidentlGc manure on a largi 
scale in order that agriculturists may be supplied w'ith suidi manure for th< 
purpose of imjiroA'ing tin* productivity of the .soil. As a matter o 
fact, it has been admitted on all hands that the produce of the soil can bt 
increased twice it.s present yield in the eourse of a few years by applicatioi 
of scientifie manure. Expenses for seeuring seientifir manure would not bi 
inconsiderable. So some provision should be made for this purpose in claiisi 
4. If the Ilon’hle Finance Minister assures us that the agriculturists shoulr 
be entitled to a deduction under clause 10 of what ex)>en8e he has to incur fm 
applying manure, that would be a quite different thing : otherw ise the amend 
jnent should be accepted by the House, especially when we find the memben 
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supporting the (towminent are ho much 8oli4‘itou'i for the cau»e of ajifri- 
cuituristH I hojH’' the^ should ununiinout*) y my amendment. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Amendment iiuned that in Huh-claniit* {•/' of clautMer 
() of the Bill, after the words “protKtive work” in line 2, the worda ”or 
applying manure” be inserted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support this 
amendment. The amendment i'^ part ieiilai I v useful. »<sp('eially tor the 
itnrdwan Division. It wtdl-known tiiat Uunhvan Division was highly 
ailvaneed in agri<'ultnrt‘ htdoie the British ot'eupation. But after 

lenturies, the fertility <d land has enormouslv tlettuioratetl and the manuring 
of land is an imlispimsahle mM-es<ity evt*r\ wliere. In Kastt‘rn Bengal there 
is probably no smli m*e<l. Applying manure tt* laml is tht‘rt*fore a pn>dtie- 
^ive and ligitimafe evpenditnre tor enltwators If this pr<*vision has not 
already Ixhmi included in some other plaee. then the amendmi‘ni slionld l)t^ 
accepted. Such exjaunlitures should be excluded from taxation. 

The Hon'bfe Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

Sir, r am sorry that two oi my cmimmt lawyer fiiends arc undiu* the miw- 
appi eiiension that (his af>pli<*s tf> agi icnlt nrists ) tar as their agricultural 
incoiiK* is (ainccrio'd Section (i i> fiii income fiom rent and seition 7 for 
iiu'ome tiom agncniluie in whii-h tlieie delmite pio\isinn for di‘duc- 
tion of <'ost. Here we aic di’aliiig with rent and ie\enue. We are not deal- 
ing with the leal agrieiilt urists at all So this amemiment is out of 
place lo're. As regards manure and olhei things, e\e! \ thing has been put 
undel sub-elailse (/) t>t clause 7. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I bad no intention to take pait in tlo* 
<lebatt‘ but the Konarks oi my honourable triend who has just sat <lown pro- 
voke me to ask imn <me t»r two (jiiestions. It is (piilt* true that so far uh 
normal evpmidituic on agrieiilture is coneerned. it is piovide^l nndei (’lause 
7, Hiib-c!aus(‘ (/», loit ('ajiital expenses wbndi bavi* alitsolv been incutred will 
not b(‘ calculated in assessing the income-tax on ugriinilt ure. In thin con- 
lection, I would ask tlie [lon’ble Minister to (‘onsidei’ whether it in not. a 
a fai t tliut t<alay in Ib'iigal the (jiieslmn of supplying nianur<‘ is not one whieb 
can la* satisfactorily tu< kle<l b\ ordinary (nltivutoiH. My hoiionruble friend 
who spoke earlier n‘fern*d to the Burdw'an Division and saiil that there was 
deterioration in tlie (jiiality oi soil and applieation of mniiMn- was an essentia! 
eoniiition for the improvement fd agrieiilture. I would ask Itim to consider 
tliat It is the case not onh with reganl to the Bnrdwan Division, but yDo 
with practK’alU the whole of Bengal. D i.s no doubt true that tilT 
Vf*ry recent Iv tlie (juestion of manure was not so important in Last Bengal 
as there w'ere regular inundations. You know, Sir, that the juisilion of rivera 
in Last Bengal is md ho sat i.sfactoi \ tod.iv as it was before. In anv ciise, 
except in certain selected areas, tlie problem of application of manure in 
( eiitral iiengal and Ivast Bengal is a very serious (juestion. The expensefi; 
of successful manuring is geiiciuily beyoml the cajiacity of most ordinary or 
middle class agriculturists. I’bereioie, even though clause (» deals mainly 
with the income derived from rent or revenue. I would ask (he Don^ble 


Minister to eonsiiler whether the (piestion of applif'ation of manure does not 
eoine under sindi permanent imiirovenieiits. 'I nis is a sort of cujiital invest- 
ment on land. The rate at which tiie soil is deteriorating makes it clear that 
unless steps are taken very soon and on a sutheieiitly large scale, the position 
will almost be Itevond recovery. We know that in eerfuin areas of .fessore, 


Nadia and Faridpnr. and I have special knowledgi* jd Farirlpu?, the land 
has gone almost out (d cultivation because the deteriorat ion is so great that 
the question of manuring those lands is beyond the means of ordinary culti- 
vators or even beyond the means of middle i lass agriculturists. Jn 
casies, even the iandlord.s themselve.s find it iliffirult to bear the en . / 

supplying manures. Tt is a big problem which no^rabl© 

but they may say that their schemes are not ready. A* y 
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tiift If’udf^r of tht* Coulitioii Rarfv stat4.*fJ on an earlier oc’caftion, thp 
Oov«‘rnrnfnf havt* more inonev to the Afrricultural. Department than 

they know how to Mpend. If that he the eane, they should at any rate 
encourage the laiollords who are relatively belter off to invest their money in 
imf»roviij|j< the h<m‘ 1 throujfh the u>e of artifieial jnanure, throu^di the applica- 
tion of different kinds of manure'*. For tliis reason certain amount siiould 
he ear-rrui rked to c.xempt tlie-e eo.**.tH fiom tlie opeiati(/ii of the Ta.\ and it 
ffhould he jirovided in rJau.se G and not in clause 7. 

The Hofi’bla Khan Bahailur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

On a f»oint of jjiersonal explanation. Sir. ('lause G does not deal with this 
subject at all. '1 he (juestion of the 4*(»st of manurin^r »‘omes under different 
«e*cto)n alt»»^et h(*r, clause 7. So. he lias misuiuh'rstood the ju»int altogether. 

The HOfl’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I oppose the amend- 
ment, lu'cause our <dau.se i\.*> it stands 4-overs the application of manure 
undouht(‘<Il V, if this is necessary for the purjiose of securinjf an agricultural 
income.^ Sulj-cliiuso (/) eovt'is tlu* point. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Tlx* (juestion before the House is that in sub-clause 
{•/) of clause G of the Hill, aft«*r the words “ prot(*ctiv(' work’ in line 2, the 
wonls, “or applying: manure” be inserted. 

(’I'Im* ainendiiient was negatived.) 

KhAfl BshBilur NAZIRUDDIN AHMADs Sir, 1 be^ to move tliat in sub- 
eliiuse {•/) of clause G of tin* Hill, in tlx* Kxjibination , for the word and 
inverted <‘oiniuas “ ‘Mainteiiaix'e , the w'ords aixl inverted c(»mmas “The 
^’Xpiession ‘riiaint(‘nance’ ” be substituted. 

Sir, tlx* ameixliuent is of a draftin^^ nature but its im])lx*ations arc* serious. 
..Vs I have already submitted, a w'ord which is d(*fined in the Hill, invariably 
b(‘^ins with a capital letter if tor obvious nuison the w(4rd has bt*en u-^ed wutli 
4i <*a|>ital letter in the b'xt of the Hill. Hut %vhere it is used with a small 
letter in the text, then in the d<*finitioii <*lause the word is never used wuth a 
capital letter. There are man\ examples in this Hill itself, and I need not 
^^o to other Hills atxl Arts for exampb‘s. In the definition clause there are a 
iar^e number of iustuix*es, such as, “ Ap’riculturul Income-tax Officer, 
Assistant (Commissioner, ( ‘ommissioner” aixl so forth. They be^'-in with 
<‘apiial letters because in the Hill ahso they be^jiii with capital letters. In 
this <*ase, in sub-(‘lause (•/), in liix* j, the word “maintenaix*e” be^jrins with 
a small letter but in the K,i' pUifuit ton , which defines it, it be^’ins with a 
<*a|>ital letter. Now, in this east* there is one difficulty; for the word 
”Maiutt‘naiiee” is the be^nnniup* of the senteiiee. Thus, for reasons of 
xrammar, it should bt‘jriu with a capital letter, but for reasons of draftinji^ 
symm(*tr\ it sliouhl be;^in with a small letter. Tlx* fpiestion is: whether tlie 
two prineinb‘s could be recorx iled, i.t*., if its agreement with the w^ord in the 
tf*.\t as well as tlie jj'ruiuniatit'al rule <*ould be reconciled. The usual device 
in such ea.ses is to interjiose a word or tw^o l)efore the first word and thus to 
remove the offendiipr w'ord from the bejfiiiniii^ and thus remove the ncicessity 
tor usinj^ a ea])ihil letter. The Explanation bepiiis like this ” ‘Maintenance’ 
irx'ludt‘s and so forth”. In tlx* amendment a little clianj^e has been su^- 
^rested, TJiat w'ould satisfy both the renuirements ; jj^rammar would be 
«atisfie<l and lejrislative dniftiner w^ould also be .standarised. In the eir- 
s'umstauees, there is ample rea.son for adopt inp: this course. Goiiijr throup;h a 
lnrf?*e number of Acts and Hills I find that this device is adopted in a larpre 
miniber of Acts, I am iixlebted to Mr. Nur Ahmad for the next amendment 
which deals with this very question. He has also put his finprer at the rifrht 
spot, but I think there i.*4 some inadvertent omission in his amendment; but, 
neverthelesvS, he has bx’ated the disease. He would substitute “the word 
Maintenance”. I have attempted to substitute “The expression ‘main- 
tenance’ Possibly, Mr. Nur Ahmad’s idea was that the word “word” 
ehauld be uscil to denote a $inp;le word and the word “expression” should be 
used to denote a larger number of words 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Khau ]iaha<hir Sahil>, that uiuencliu<'nt ta not before 
the House. 

Khui Batiachir NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 was trying? to stroiifrthen 
my emeiidmont l>y rofcrrin^ to that of, Mr. Nur Ahuied. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May Ih\ b\it you ouirht to kiio\^ that ttM'hiiioally that 
:u 111 * U(i lilt* lit is not hrfon* the House. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: 1 know that. Sir. I was 
merely tryinj; t-o siren jjrtluui tny anieinlnieut hv rt*f»*rrin^’‘ to that anienclment 
which is ulentieal with my aiuemlnient ; criticism was not my ohjta'tive. I 
know tliat that amendim'ut will not come licfon* the lloinse jiiul that thi.s 
amendment would he lo^t to this llou>e. 1 only ohserveil that Mr, Nur 
.Vhmed also placed his finj^rer on tho same weak s]hu and located llu* distunu*. 

I i^.ive you. Sir, tin* other day an idea of the nnmunt ot lahour we have to 
iindeiyo before wa* come to tin* llou>e; althoU)j:h a larjjrc number of supporl«‘rs 
ot (fovernment pr«)ve their existence 4tnl\ b\ loml ami soiiotous, “Noes", 
the work involved in the mutt«*r of this legislation on our part is very great. 
Sir, I have gone through the history f)f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 <io not think you should vo into all these ileiails; 
It is not m‘ces,sarv nor unite n'levat^t. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Al! ii^>ht. Sir, I may say that 

the drafting of my amendment is in consoname with established usage not 
only in India but al.so in Kngland. I have gone through a large numl>t‘r of 
enactments and can as.'.urc tlie lloiisi* i»l the accuracy ot the statement 
Then* is an (‘Xaet ))arallel in the Itengal 'reiianey ,V't in s*«ctinu ITS 'Diere. 
in the K.r plumif mn the passage is “'rio* expression ‘hoj t icult nral’ lands*'. 
If tin* sonteiiee began with the wonl “horticulture", tin* “h" would liave 
been a capita] word, while the woial itself in the text bi‘gins witli a small 
b'tter. 

lUit m order to avoid this anomaU , the form used in tin* E.rjtUinatum is 
“the Expression 'hortienltnral land’ ", anil 1 can satisfy the llonsi* tluii the 
w'ord "Expression" can be used for a single word. It is a \»erfect modi*! and 
ran be safely followed. As I liavi* .submitted, tin* two o]>posit(* n*quirem(*nis 
can Im* satisfied by jin* interposition of tin* two wonls “d'he ex]>r<‘Hsion” . 1'be 
rules of gfiod drafting as wn*!! as ibosi* of gruinmar will be satisfied by this 
simple device. I think that for all tliese n*asons this amendment shonl‘l 
be aceepted . * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the advice of 

our -flrafting experts is that this amen<lm4‘nt is unneci'ssary . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* fjin*.stion befon* tin* House is that in sub-elause 
{4) of <‘lause b of the Bill, in the Explanation, for the word and inverted 
commas “ ‘Maintenance’ " the worrls and inverted eommas “The expression 
^maintenance’ ” be .substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I move ann*nd!nent Nf>. lOOA 
of Mr. Xiir Ahmed as a short*notiee amendment? 

Mr. PRE8 IDENT;b I am sorry, I cannot allow short-notice amendment 
on the line of Mr. Xur Ahmed’s amendment. You b(*tter move your amend- 
ment No. 101. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. I btg to move that in 
the Explanation in sub-clause i4) of clause 6 of the Bill, for the wonis or 
repairing” in line 4, the words ‘‘for replacing or rcroiistnicting an.v o.V ** 
embankments or repairing” be subst ifuted. 

Sir, I think this is a very essential amendment and sh.mJd be accepted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Auieiidment moved that in the Explanation in sub 
clause i^J) of clause fj of the Bill, for the words “for repairing’' in line 4, tht 
words lor replacing or reconstructing any dykes or eiiibaukiuents or repair 
ing be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKERdEE: Sir. I rise to supi>ort th 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. It seems that th( 
clause as drafted does not include the expenses which is sought to be adde< 

the amendment. The existing clause runs as follows: — 

“ ‘Maintenance* includes current repairs and includes also in the cas< 
ol i)rote(‘tive dykes and embankments all such work as may b( 
iieccHsary from year to year lor repairing j^ny damage or destruc 
tion <*aused by Hood, or other natural causes.” 

I ossibly tin* II<»n ble iMiianee Afinivter knows and ('vn'ry one cd us who hai 
got some experienee of this class of (*mban kmenls and d\kes knous that ai>ar 
Irorn current repairs and <*xpense.s for repairings damages and desiructioi 
we have sometimes to replace the dykes and (*ni}>ankments and also to recon 
Htnn*t th(*m. I he restrictive words used in the clause seem to exclude sue} 
expenses mentioned in the amendment itself. I do not think the framen 
of th(* Hill intended to exclude exfK*nse.s lor replacing’ and recon.structin^ 
dyk<‘s and eiti liankineiits whieh are totallv destroyed, and theri'fore 1 subnii 
that the ann'iidment slo.uld be accepted. ‘ .\s a matter «d tact. e\(‘i\ one win 
has known or has seen the havoc caused by the <“yelom* in tlie district o 
Midnapore year heiore last knows fully well that larg^e expenses had to la 
ineum*d hy the p<‘ople lor the purpos<* of firoteeting^ the (*ml)aiikmeijts. Onl'i 
the oth('r day I had occasion tt) im‘t*t tin* lion hie Alinister in charge o] 

( ommunieat ions and Iir^ation for’ flu* imrpose of refjuesting* him tha 

(•xpeiises in <*f)nneet ion with the se\eral end)ankno*nts and d\kes wliieh havt 
l)e(*n des(ro\ed and were b<*ing replaeeil ought f<i bt* taken up by ( io\ t*rnim*nt 
1 he landlords tlimnselvt's were unable to meet the e\]a‘nses altliougli the]! 
havt* eornhiiK'd for the purpose of pooling tlu‘ir u‘soiirei*s tog’ellier. It n 
therefore ess(‘ntially nee»*ssary tliat the elaus«» should bt* elt'ared up am 
8iu‘eial pi'oN’isioii madt* lor allowance lor tin* t*.\j)er‘ses im*ntiom*d in tlu 
nmemlimmt. If nia\ In* suggested that tin* word “tb^struetion’ ' is tlH‘re ii 
the e.\f)lanati(»n , Hut I think th«*rt* tin* word is not so (dt‘ai and thereffirt 
the aim‘miinent should lu* aeeept(‘<l for flit* [uirpost* of elt*aring up th( 
douhfs and dillieullies of the ass(*ssing (»thet‘T’s in this respect. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, I also rise to support the 
ainendineiit. In the <»iiginal Hill (‘lanst* it is only <‘(»nlim*d to repair ol 

daniag’t's and so forth. Any t‘Xp(*mliture iiieurr(*d tor rei»airing' prot(*etive 

walls and so forth is e'xelinled. 

Hut in the amendment jiroixised the cost of replacing or reconstruction 
and such other thing is sought to lu* ineluded. 1 suhiiiit the <*OHt of j>ro- 
tective works is also a nec(*ssary element. It is not f*npital exymnditiire. 
The fact that it is incurred at once (bK*s not nmke it capital exjiendit ure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, the capital 

expemlifure (d reconstruction or rt‘placing oanmd }>e allowed in this tax; but 
allowance.s for rt‘constT ui‘tnui and replacing that inav be necessary l)y way 
of repairing damages eausi’d b\ lfor)d have lieen provided in the suli-elause. 
We cannot inakt* allowance lor capiital expenditure. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERUEE; AVill the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to sUite what he means by csipital expenditure and recurring 
expenditure ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Onler, order. Mr. Mukherjee, I am on my legs and 
actually }uitting the ijiiesfion to vote; so you cannot ask any question. 

The (piestion before the Hoii.se is: That in the ?J,rp1atuition in sub- 
clause {4} of 1 ‘lause 0 of the, for the words “for repairing” in line 4, the 
worde “for rejdaeing or reconstructing any dykes or embankment or repair- 
ing” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 



jjj. i ji 4.^ V ^ rill ji n a 
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•ClMM Bihadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: .Sir. I be^f to niove: That in 
irub-clause {4) of clause (> of the Bill, in the AV/>/<i notion, for the words 
“other natural causes” in lines 5 and t>. the words “other causes beyond his 
control or not arising: out of his default” W suhstitvite<l. 

Sir, in tlie Bill-c lause, the exemption from taxation is confined to “damage) 
or destruction caused by fl«»od and other natural ca\ises‘‘: but tlie exprecssion 
“natural cau^es“ is of dtmbtful imi>ort ami ainhi^uous. Tlic jioint is that 
if any damage is caused f(»r wliiih tlie tcoianl or the o\vm*r is not rcsjionsihle 
or which is not due to his fault or iieghg«'iu‘*\ I linnk tht* cost of repairing 
that damage shemhi lu‘ included in tio* allo^xam-c. AVe have distinguished 
members of the* business cominunit\ in cuir midst and tlo*y will. 1 hcipe, 
assure the House that any lo'-s which is lauseil not h> ills dcfoult or 
negligence, siiould he legitimate idiargt's against e\]»cnditurc ami should he 
excluded from taxation. An examination t>f tlie aciounts nt a well-managed 
limited I'omjjany uould show that these arc imlude«i. 

The idea is based ujion sound princ iple. The prim ijile is that the loss 
caused by reasons nver wliich he had m> eontnd or not arising out of his 
default must he excluded. Witli tht‘sc words. 1 move my aiinMidmi'lit . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: ( trder, order. Amendim*nt mc»\c*(l that in suh-chiuse 
(4) of clause <1 of the Bill, in the h'.rphnmt ton , tor tlie words “«»thc'r natural 
c;iuses” in lines ami (i, the words “otiier causes 'oe\ond his «s»nit<»l or not 
arising out ot Ins deiault” he .substituted 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. 1 supjwirt the amcMid- 
ment movc*d 1)\ iny friend Khan Bahadur Na/.irmldin Ahmad. A-s a nmtter 
of fact, 1 flunk thei'c is an admission with regard !<) the miturc* 4)t tl»e 
damage* as indicalc'd in the aim'mhm’nt itself Now. as if is, it ma\ he 
stated that t hei t* can not lu* an> dest i mt i<in of an <‘inhan k ment <u' a protective 
w^ork except h\ IIchkI oi h\ natural cxiuses I think 1 ina\ illustrate it for 
the elmitlalion of the hoiHon.ihle memhejs of this llnusi* h\ redereme to one 
or two instiiiice-. 'I'lo'M' ma\ he huge huloU se.itleieil iieai a l.ii;.'e aiea of 
agrn ult u 1 . 1 1 lands Due to the* ded.nilt ot ilte ow net of the Imml there may 
he hieaches ill I hi* euihanklitent or the hutid its«‘l{. and flood wiitcT or null 
watei ma\ enter- in huge t<»!rents and damage the agncultural lands he‘low 
•as also the miniature hunds juoteeting thes(' lands. We have got 
expei‘i(‘nee ol such damage's of lands h> tlood water winch is mU jircrtc'cted 
hy the enrhankment itself. h'or aejKiiring the* miniature hunds and ferr 
removing the sands which rover these larols, tin* agr ieult urists have to incur 
huge e.\jM‘nditui<* 1 therc'forc* submit. Sir, that the ♦‘xpenditure should not 
he rest rietc*d nni\ to damage's due* to natural causes hut, as iridicatc'd in 
the arrrendim'nt itself, to causes }>e\ond his eonlrol and not arising out of 
liis detauil. With fhc*se fe‘w words. 1 support the rimendmerif . 


Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I \sould add a few w'orcls for the <*on- 
sideration oi the llorr’hle the Finame Minister 1 would refer eHpc‘eiall> to 
ea.ses where it may he due to action of persons othe*r than the jrerHoriH who 
are resjronsihle for the maintenance of the protective* dvkc*s or flic emhaiik- 
inents. 1 think it will he agree*d hy the Hon’hle the Finance* Minist(*r that 
there inav Ih* case.s where water has ac cuiiinhiteel ami iinU*ss the wxiter js 
ollow'ed \n go tlireiugh quickly, it may damage crops. 1 think it wdll he 
w'ithiu his experience that in rtUe-li ease's, the villagers have at times taken 
the law into their own Ibinds. The.\ have made a small opening in the fmo- 
tertive <lyke or the emhankuient with the result that (he water ha.s been 
allowed to go out: pc*rhai>s such a step was neec'S.sary at tin* time* it was 
taken. But nevertheless the damage to tlie emhankimmt ic'inain.s ami 
(obviously tliis damage would not be the fault of the* jiersmis who were 
responsible for the maintenance of tlie dyke or tlie emhankm«*nt. 

Again. Sir, I do not know’ if my honourable friend the Finance 
has caught the infection as yet; but many y>ersc)ns with whom he if* ai*»oc 
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see 8al>ot«urji «n<l flmim of Halxiteurn all around. It W there may aImj 
be Ottseii of »al>ola|;^e. It there in a casw* <»1 »jibotaj^e and a protective dvkf 
or emhankiiicnt is* daiua^etl. is the person, — the landlord or whoever he may 
be who in responsible for the iiiaintenaiiee ot the dyke, — to be 
charged with tlmt dainaj^ey Therefore, Sir, when reference is made tc 
dainag-e caused only hy flood or other natural causes, the picture is incomplete. 
1 would sxibmit that the openinj^ of a i>ortioii of llie dyke or the emlmnkment 
by the action of the villaj^ers in an open manner should also l>e covered along 
with the damage caused hy HcmmI or hy other natural causes. 

Such repiiirs nmy involve ex[)enditure <»n a fairly heavy scale. I would 
like to know' from the llon’hle Finance Minister w*hat liis attitude is with 
regard to aii\ (hiiinige tljat iiia\ he caused tn ati einhankinent in either of 
the ways which I luive {M>iFit<‘d out. If n were* nec<*s,>K;ir\ , one could g<> on 
niultiplying inMt4inces; there are all kinds of ways in which damage could 
he ciuised to an cTnhankiuent williout there being a flood or a tempest or a 
Htorni, or other natural raiiscs. ] would like to hear the Hon’hle Finance 
Minister on this fwiint. 

Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I think the provision 

is (jiiite adequate. In fact, that tlie K.rphitmt ion jirovides for an allowunie 
for grants lor repaiis as well as rejwiirs luuessitated f>v flcwids, (‘U*. As 
regards natural (auses, I do not s<‘e liow tin* matter can come in in an Income- 
tax Hill, As regards damage ot the type referred to h\ Mi. Kahir, 1 think 
the (smrts ar(‘ then* ami thnuage C4iii in* reco\ercil there. I do n<)t IfiiiiK an 
liicorm*-1a\ Hill of tins kiml can provide tor tfiis thing. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* I he (|U(*.stion hefon* th(‘ lloiist* is: that iii suh-clause 
{4) of (dause (i of fhe Hill, in the K.r plnnot ton , for tlie woids “other natural 
causes” in lines rj and ti. the words “oth(‘r causes hevorni his control <»r not 
arising out of his default” he substituted. 

The (juestion being put, a <livisiou was challenged and taken with the 
follow’i ng r<‘sult 


AYES— 10. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. L. C. Dai. 

Mr. Khorihed Alam Chowdhury. 


I Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

NOES— 21. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Matbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmod. 

Khan Sahtti Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzomall Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarko. 


Mr. D. J. Cohon. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozarto. 

Mrs. L. F. Dutt. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur S. M. 
Hoeain. 

Mr. LAtafat Hoteain. 

Mr. Moham^ Houain. 

Khan Sahib Subid AM Meiiah. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhleeur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

1 Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House Ims divided. The Aye^ 
being — 10, uml the Noes — i/l, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that after sub-clause {4) 
of clause 0 of the Hill, the following be inserted, namely : — 

*'{4a) in respect of maintemince of the parents, ^sons and daughters and 
wives and servants of his family, the amount paid in the previous 
year and on account thereof.” 


vSir, this follow's the English law'. Now, Sir, in England so far as agricul- 
tural income-tax is concerned, agriculturists are allowed to deduct the costs 
in respect of the maintenance of parents, sons and daughters, etc. In our 
part of the country the agriculturists have also got to maintain all these 
persons. So, they should in all fairness he allowed to deduct all these 
expesses. With these words, I move my motion. 
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Mr, PRESIDENTS Amemhiient iimvtHl : Tlml after <4ub-clatt»e {4) of 
clause (» 4»f the Bill, the followiiijr he iiiserlesl, namely: — 

'\4ti) in resj>ect of maintemnue of the iwreiits, !«<ms ami claiiKbtem ami 
wives and servants of his family, the amount jniid in tiie previous 
y<*4ir i»n account thereof.” 

The Hofi’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: The expenses 
mentioned in the amendment Ini'* iiolh^nj? to d^i with the earning ajrriotil- 
tural income. I would invite the hommrahle inemher’s attention to the fact 
that we <ire dtNiling with clause (>. Theief4»n*, 1 think, the amendment has 
cx)me at an inappropriate place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The tiuestion hefoie the House js . 'I'hat after sub- 
clause i4\ of clause ti of the, Hill, the hdlowiujLr he insorte^l, nuim^l\ 

*'{4a) in respect of maintenaiUM' of the jKiients, sons and daujrhters and 
wives and serv’unls ui his famdv, the amount paid iti the pn*vious 
year on account thereof.” 

(The amendment was ne^ativt^l. > 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sit, 1 he^f^ to nioNe; I'hat for .snh- 
clause (7) of eiause (J of the Hill, the tollowinj^ suh-(laus«‘ he substituted, 
namely : — 

”<7) in respect nf the cost ot eollectiau ot sin h nM>t nr revenue indmling' 
th(‘ eosf dt uiajntenaiiee of atiy Lutclniri nr nther capital ass<‘ts 
and an> <*\penses ot 1 it ij^-at i(m . any e\ pt mlit iii e aetuallN incurred 
tor collecting such lent nr tevenne fm m.nntaiuiti^ an\ ftuft^ian 
nr ntlnu* capital assets .iml f(tr litigatmn in tonneclitm with the 
realisation of >uch tent or revenue.” 

Sir, this is a \«‘rv important iinnmdmeiit am] I lit>pe \\ will he aecepitul. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment mo\<‘d : 1’hat ior snh-i lause i7) of 
clause' () nt the Hill, tin* iollowiny ^uh-clausi* h«* siihst it uted . namely: - 

"(7) in res{ie( t nl tiu' e(*st nf colle< (inn nt sucli n*nt nr fevi'liUe Itiellldin^ 
the enst nt maintenanre ot an\ k'ati'lnit( nr oilier capital ass»*tH and 
any expenses nf 1 it i;4rat mn , .my cxp*‘mlilure uctiially incuircd for 
cnlleetiiij^ siich teiii nr rt'Xciim* lor niu 1 n I ai 11 i II ^ any kaiiiuiri or 
ntlicr capital a-^-'cts ami fm litijratmii m cniim'ilinii with tlo^ 
r(‘alisatinn of sm ii rent oi revenue.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, fiat rate is the 
best method in this cax*. because it avoids friction and it is administratively 
more convenient. We tliink that a Hat rate of lo per cent, i.s ade(|uat«*. 
Morevor, there is a further deduction allowed for tliose who keep their 
account.s propt*rly. In the cin'urnstances, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piest i<in bebire tlie House is tliat for sub-c lause 
(7) of flau.se fi of the Hill, the bdlowiii^ sub-cLiuse be substituted, namely:— 
“(7) in rc'sppet of tfie cost of {-olba tion of^sm h rent or re' enne includiiif^' 
the cost <d maintename of an\ kutcluiri or other capital assc'is and 
any expcuises <j1 liti^atimi, any exj»enditnrc‘ actually incurred for 
( fdlectiiijj: such rent or revc*iiuc‘ for maintain iny* an>' lidirlian or 
other capital assets and for liti^iration in conm*ction with the 
realisation of such rent or revcuiue.” 

The motion h<*ing put, a division was ^•h;^lb*n^^^*d and taken with the* 
followiiij^ result: — 


Khan Bahadur Nazlruddln Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. BanM’ii. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 


AYES~-8. 

I Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kablr. 

Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

I Mr. B. C. Mukharfl. 

! Mr. A. D. Roy. 

N0E8— 21. 


Khan 8ahib Farktuddln Ahmad. 
Mr. Mothahuddm Ahmod. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmod. 

Khan Bahib Abdul Aiti. 


Mr. D. L. Bania. 

Mr. MoauofiMlI OhOMcdfiury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdlhury. 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Chomdhuty. 
Mr. 



1460 


AORICtJLTUEAL INWME TAX BILL. 127th 


Mr. C. C. Ctorli*. 

Mrt. K. O'Roiario. 

Mra. t. f». Dutt. 

Mr. II. W. N. rargtiMn. 

TIm Khan Saliatfiir t. M. 

Hataln. 


Mr. Latafat MaaaaM. 

Mr. M a tiaw ii tf Hoaaalfi. 

Khan 6ahlh Subldail Maliali. 

Khan Bahadur Muhhlaaur Rahafian. 
Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 
i Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 


Mr# PRESIDENT# Order, order. The House has divided. The Ayes 
bein^ — 8, and the Noes — 21, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 l>eg to move that in suh- 
«lauHi> (7) of ehiu.se 0 of the Bill, the word.s “<(>r other oiipital as.sels and any 
«xpenHeH of litigation” in lines d and 4 he deleted. 

Sir, the objec t of my am'endment is tliat these expen.se.s should iK)t be 
incduded within the Id per cent, which the Hoh’lile Finance Minister allows 
^ landlords for the exist of rxdlection of reiit.s. We all know that a landlord 
is hardly aide to make his collec tion on the Id per cent, basis that is provided 
for in tin* Bill and if that is added to capital a.ssi*ts oj exptMises of litigation, 
then landlords will he nowhere. 

Fxpenses of litigation should he juovided .somewliere else. For tliat 
purjiohc, I have made some provi.sion in tlie amendment whicli I have proj>osed. 
jBut I would siihinit tliat it is inccjuitahle to lump up is»sts of esillection with 
■<'xpenses of a capital nature and exp<*nse,s of litigation. I iherefon*, submit 
that the* amendment which I oiojiose .should b(‘ a(‘i (‘jifed in order to relieve 
the landlord from the harsh clause which has been imsiriHuaf ed in the Bill. 
With th(‘se Words, I move m_\ amendment 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in siih-clati'*e u\ of elause 
of the Bill, file words ‘'oi <»ther capital assels and ,iny (‘xpenses of Iitiga- 
•lion” in lines *1 and 4 he deh*ted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, Intrh.m and 
<itlier capital assets necessary for coUt'cting rent — thesi* have Ix'en iiududed. 
Whether lo jur ('cut uni is adiMjUati* oi not dejiends on many eireunisl aio'es. 

feel that for general class of landlords that is an udesjuate allowance 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mas 1 know his ]ierso„al 
ox])eri(‘nc<* in tlic inattcM ;" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: W ell, if h ;>< nds on 

the difl'erenf properties. In the cast* of >uine properties we can collert \ery 
•cu.^iily. h\ post <'\en; and in others \vc liave to inmit sonic expenditure*. But 
1 tliink Id ftcr centum is an ad«‘(Hiate figure and 1 do not tliink that in 
prescribing Id ])er cent, ^^c have* allowed too little. In that view of the 
niutt(*r, 1 o])pose the* amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The cpiestion leefoie flic Ih nisc is that in .suh-clause 
(7) of clause h of flit* Bill, the words “or other ('upital as>ets and any expenses 
of litigation” in lines d and 4' he deleted, 

tThc amendment was m‘gatived. » ^ 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: T beg to move that in .suh-clause (7 ) of 
oiause f> of the Bill, for the words “fifteen per ccnfiim" in line 4. the word.s 
“ai'tual cost exceeding tw(*nty-five per cf'ntum" he substituted. 

Sir, 1 have just lieard the Hon’hle Finance Minister to .say that Id per 
rcnfitm itududes the (‘O.st of litigation. In considering the famine conditions 
prevailing and dearness allowances granted to the riaihs and ponumthas and 
other workers, 1 think Id per cent, i.s not at all sutheient and 2d per cent, 
•should he u reasonable compromise. In the circumstances, 1 think this 
^imendment at least should he iK'i epted. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: I would suggest that other amendments on the .same 
lines should he moved together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that in siib-clau.se (7) of 
x'lause C of the Bill, for the words “fifteen per centum'" in line 4, the words 
^‘actual cost not exceeding twenty per centum” be eubatituted. 
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Mr* PRE 8 IOCNT 1 Amendments moved: that in attb-olause (7) of elnuee 
6 of the Bill, for the words ‘^fifteen per centum'* in line 4, the words “actual 
cost exceeding twenty-five per centum" be substituted; also 

that in sub-clause (7) of clause 6 of the Bill, for the words "fifteen 
per centum" in line 4, the words **|lciual cost not exceeding twenty per 
centum" be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Sir, 1 rise to support tha 

amendment moved by Mr. Haridas Masumdar and Mr. Lalil ('handra Das. 
The amendment which has been moved first should be accepted because the 
assessee urill have to i>rove whether he has actually incurred the costs. 
15 per cent, which has been allowed is not at all adequate. It has 1 hn»ii 
arbitrarily fixed and slu)uld nut be allowed to remain in the Statute Book. 
We all know the landlords get iuti> ditficultv to collect rent. Sometimes 
tenants of a whole village combine against the landlord and refuse to pay 
rent. The position of iandlonls in such oases becomes pr<*canous and be 
has to launch a wholesale litigation for the purpose of realising icnt. The 
landlord.H have been deprived of the jmwer of certificate procedure. The 
Hon 'hie the Finance Minister bus, ol course, stated that rents arc somtv 
times collected by post. 1 think it is only in exceptional eases that rent 
is paid b> some tenants by po.st. Bui wdiere there is dispute between land- 
lords ami tenants with regard to the amount of rent, then the iandbud has 
got to institute rent suits for the purptKse of realising rent. Therefore, it 
IS not pos>il)Ic to kee]> tlu";!!' expenses within 15 per cent, which has been 
allow^ed in the elause. 1. therefore, submit that the amendment should 
be accepteiL 

Tim Hon’ble Mr. TUL 8 I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the only thing 
that I have to add to mv previous sju^ech on the subject is this that Bihar 
has provided for only lli per rent, and in the Indian Income-tax Act the 
allow'ance is only 0 per cent. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER4EE: IXxs the llon’ble Minister 

follow Bihar in all aspects}^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
That in auh-clause (7) oi clause 6 of the Bill, for the words “fifteen per 
centum" in line 4, the words “actual cost exceeding twenty-five per centum" 
be substituted, 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The miestum before the House is. That in sub- 
clause (7) of clau.He G of the Bill, for the words “fifteen per centum" in line 
4, the wordvS “actual cost not exceediug twenty per ventum" be substituted. 

(The amendment w'as negatived.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move: That in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 6 of the Bill, for the word “fifteen” in line 4, the word 
“twenty” be .substituted. 

1 hope, Sir, this amendment at least should he accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clauae (7) of 
clause 6 of the Bill, for the wwd “fifteen” in line 4, the word “twenty” 
be substituted . 

Tim Hofi’blaMr. TUtSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 6 of the Bill, for the word “fifteen” in line 4, the word 
“twenty” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 heg to move that iu eulxUu*# 
(7J of clause 6 of the Bill, for the word “fifteen” in line 4. the warn 
“eighteen” be substituted. 

oir, I hope this amendment would be ecoepted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved thnt in anb-clanee (7) of daime 
6 oi the Bill, for the word ^'fifteen’’ in line 4, the word "‘eighteen’* be 
fluhatUuted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER^EE; Sir, 1 rise to support the 

nmeuuiiiejut moved by my tnend Mr. Masumdar. This is indeed a test to 
hee wbether ibe lion ble Minister wnll accept the request of the Opposition. 
15 pel cent. )» not jiiucii. dust now he reierred to the Bihar Agricultural 
income-tax Act. 1 use to support it only for the purpose of making some 
reteience to file Bihar Agricultural Income-tax Act to which the Hon’bie 
the iiuuuce Minister just now reierred. I hope the lion' hie the Finance 
Mimstei Will remember the Bihar Agricultural Income-tax Act when we 
move other amendments and would agree to follow the example of Bihar 
and introduce similar provisions with regard to the avssessees in .this 
Fiovince. 1 hope the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister knows that in Bihar 
the process oi lealisatiuu is not so diihcult as in Bengal, and therefore the 
Bengal landlords are very much hard hit witii regard to their expenses for 
collection and the 16 per cent, which has been provided is hardlj-^ sullicient 
for the puipose. 1 had something to do with the Bihar landlords and 
leiiunts, and 1 have some experience which 1 may tell the iion’ble the 
Finance Minister. In Bihar the landlords and collectors are in majority of 
cases tlH3 same individual. The landlords till their own soil, and there is no 
such eiuboiate system ot sub-tenancies as we find in Bengal. If the Hon’ble 
tile Finance Minister will reier to the case of Barisal where sub-infeudation 
prevails, he will rememUrr in what dilhculties the landhirds are put in the 
matter of collecting rents from their sub-tenants. In tne circumstances, I 
hope the Hon’ble the Finance Mini.ster will accept at least 3 per cent, 
additional allowance for the landlords and allow the amendment to be passed. 
With these lew words, 1 support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I opiiose the 

amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(7j of clause tj of the Hill, for the word “fifteen” in line 4, the word 
“eighteen” bo substituted. 

(Tbo ameudmeut was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 3 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 28th July, 1944. 

Members Absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 27th 
July, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Sahil) Nurul Amin. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Rera ('howdhury. 

(4) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran, 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akram Elian. 

(9) Mr. Abdul liutiff. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Moholonabish. 

(11) Mir. N. N. Mookerji. 

(12) Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri, 

(13) Mr. R, S. Purssell. 

(14) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(15) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhurv, 

(16) Mr. S. N, Sanyal. 

(17) Ehau Bahadur M. Shamsuaaoha. 

(18) Ehau Sahib Maulvi WahidussamAu. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First SmiOfi, 1944, No* 87. 


Thk (..oi'Nt'iL iiu't III the Le^“islativt‘ <'h}imlN*r of tlM" Le^islutiv© 
C alcutta, (ui Fn.lu> . the ,.*Sth .Iul>. IMU. at iJ p.ui.. hein^r tho 
aixty-MMenth day of the First Soston of lfM-4. pursiiaut to ,He(-li 4 Ui 
of the tiovernineut (d India Act. Idd » 

Mr. Fresiilent (the Ilnn’hh* Sir BiJo\ Fn\s\i> Si.m.ii H«n . K.c .i.h ) wa* 
in the (’hair 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Rice position in Bengal. 

240. Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: (o* Will tl,e lion Ide 
Minister in (diar|;i- (d the ( i\i| Supplie*. iK^part intent hi- ph-a-^ed In state what 
is the position witii re^^aul (o n<e in this Fio\inei y 

{li} Is theie an\ s'^steni ol ennind at present witii n-^ard to prici*. sale 
and in(»veiiient id tice tmiu one di'>lij(’l to .iinithei r' 

(<•) It so, w li.il all* till* dct.iiU;^ II not. do the t i overn nii*n I propose to 
lensuie the sah*s ol nee to the puldic at ii tail juice!-' 

((/ \ What Is (lie lot.il <juantit\ ol nee i»nd p:nld\ jiurcloised li\ the 
CioveiTitnent under the ‘'l)i*nial F<dice’ !-' 

( /’ » lias .in\ jioition ol this heeii feleased to the inaiki't or foi an\ other 
purjiose It so. what well* the eiieunist.inees tliat led to sill h release y 

(/ ) Is It a fa< t that sinh !eleas««-., an* entiM-ls at tin* disAetion of t h« 
Ciovei nineiii <d 1 ndia 'f 

( f/ » Do the tioNeinnieiit |>ro|»ose to 1>U\ further (Jllantities of run* y If 
.so. do lhe\ jirojiose to l»ii\ it tiirou^^h r«*jf Istiu ed dealers who will tiliancf* 
this and sell (he nee at a tixed pi m «* on jiertiiits issihmI hv tlie ( i ovt^rniiient K 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) The ( ioverniiieiit of 

India have undertaken the resjionsihilit \ ot iiiakinj^^ siijijdies <d rica* for tdi« 
requirements of (’ah'ult.i and tin- Industrial area Tlie Bengal (loverninent 
have provnleil ( umler the 1 //e//# sfdieiiu* i for }»rf»('unMnent and inovenient of 
rice from suTjdns to defn it aieas 
( fi ) Yes 

(e) The priee ot rite and |>add\ has heeii eonliolh*<l from time to time 
the h:^atioii of statutory maximum |»rie»*s t hrouj.rho\it tlie Brovince, 
C’opies of these notifications are laid in tin* Lihraix 

The innvemeiit of rice and jiaddv from one distrii l to another lias also 
been controlled in resjiect of the fo]l<»winj^ 12 surplus disfriids from which 
export is not allow erl without a jicnnil except in the ease of eonHi^»'nment« 
of 2A inaunds carried as jiersoiial iu^jra^re on railwavs ; 


(1 ) Midnapore 
(2) Baiikiira. 
(dt BirVihum. 

(4) Burdwuij. 

(5) Malda. 

(6) Dinajpur. 


( 7 ) .laljiai^^uri. 

(H) Uujshuhi. 

(ft) Bojrra 
(10; M>mensin^ti 
(11) Bakargaiij. 
(J2i Khulna. 


167 
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Control haft al«o been instituted in respect of the sale of rice from rice 
mills under the Bengal Kice Mills Control Order, 194‘i; rice mills have been 
prohibited from selling rice to any person except a (iovernni^nt Purchasing 
Agent or a permit-holder. 

In view of the above answers, the latter part of the <ju»*sti(>n does not 
arise. 

(d) to (/) The total quantity of denial rice uas liO.OOO tons of which 
27,4()() tons were released lor the Civil population in Bengal; 2.o()() tons were 
exported to Cejlon and the reinaining HKJ tons were sup]>lied to the Army. 

(//) Ooverninent are alrt^ady ]>urehasing rice and paddy through 4 Chief 
Purcuasing Agents who are ojierating on their behalf on a (‘oinmission ha.'^is. 
( lovernnieiit are selling this rice and pa(hl\ t(» consumers in <leficit an‘as as 
and when necessary. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Are the (»o\crnin<‘iit aaare tluit as a 
piTsonal luggage a consignment of niaunds of rict‘ if> not allowed on 
st(*ainers ami on railways also, as Hai Bahadur Keslialt Cliaiidra Barierjee 
savs, at tino'sy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

May he that on aeetuint of any rules pifiinulgated hv the jailwa>^ or steamer 
conijiUiiies th(*mselve.s, th«*y (‘aniiot allow such consignment of rice. But 
W(- have nothing to do with liial. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Since this is a Govern- 
ment order, will the llon’hle Minister please ^.tate wlietliei or not it is 
desirable to eommunieate this order to tin* Joint Agent of the Stmuner 
Companies y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Well. Sir, tlie ( lOvn'rnimMit order is only permissivt*, that one can take ho 
mneh hut if the railwa\ aut liorit ios find tTanHj>ort ditHeultH‘s ov it th(‘re 

are other imffe important articles to eari>, tlien I do n<»( lliink Government 
<nin issue any instruction to these compani(*s to alter tlu‘ rules. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Will the HonMo 
Minister ]ileasc state whetlu'r they will inform th(‘ steanuu' authorities 
this Governmeut order pt*rmitting the carriagi* ot ‘Jf mauuds of riii* as 
personal luggage? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AiN; 

Cojiies of the order may he .sent to the steamer agents, as desired by the 
honourable member. 

Purchase of rice by Messrs. Ispahani A Co., from Bihar and Orissa and 
the Eastern Agency 8tates. 

241. Mr. LAL.it CHANDRA DA8: Will the HoiCble Minister in charge 
of the (-ivil Supplies IKqiartmeiit be pleased to state — 

(o) how inaiiY maiimls of rice and at what rates Messr>. Ispahani & Co. 
purchased as an Agent of the Government of Bengal from Bihar 
and Orissa and the Eastern Agency States during the period the 
embargo cm riee remained withdrawn; 
how mueh of this rice and at what rates the said ( Ompany could 
deliver to the Government and how much yet remains to be 
delivered ; and 

(c) if it ift a fact that the local authorities of the Provinces and the 
States concerneil are not affording proper facilities for trana- 

I iorting to Bengal a large quantity of rice purchased by Messrs, 
'spahani & Co., if so. what steps Government have taken to 
transport this rice into Bengal? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. M. 8. Buhrawardy): {a) and (b) A siatomont 
is laid on the Table. The prices charjred to (loverument were in all cases 
the prices actually paiil by Messr^. l.spahuiii (’o. 

(c) As rejrards purchu.'ies in the Eu'^teru States, transport dilhculties 
have delayed iiK>yenieiit>. As rejra* the Hihar and Orissa purchases, 
there luive been ilitlieultie> in •.ecui’n^ ex|u»rt permits fnm» tfie l*rt)vincial 
Administrations e<uu‘erned. The mat ter is, however, bein^i;^ actively 
pursued. 

Statement referred to m rt ply tu ijne^tufn \o 1*//. sbtHcirn; t/ir quantity 
of rice purchased by Messr>. M. \( . isiuihani Ltd . ,es an Ayent of the 
Goi'ernment of JLnyaJ, from lithar, (ht^ni and Kastern States during 
the period when the t mbaryo n mauied withdrawn and the diltrenes 


made ayainst it up 

to fh( liith 

May, VtN 



l‘n>vmce or State's. 

J.Jiurtnt u \ 
jmrrImH, i| 

\\ orap* 
nito jM'i' 
miuuikI 


Btihui.'H 
rt'inum to b*' 
iloli\ rri'd. 


Mils HrH. 

Kh. tl {> 


MUh. nm. 

Bihar , 

:u;ii.7e3 I'u 

K n 


711. m» 0 

OriBHa 1 

I9r>.mr» L»n 

2‘J K 0 

ii.’i.:is7 If. 

7l.5f.U ft 

1 

Easn'm StaO'H | 

:.':ir).iMi7 o' j 

in 0 0 

llHt.l’Ul' if, 

4f..(»U4 26 


Mr. LALIT CHANORA DA8: Will \Uo llon'ldt' Minist.r bt^ pleased to 
state whether this <ju(‘stion js lit months or a \ear old 5^ 

The Hon’bte Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

The honourable meni])t‘r know., it belter than I <io. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the ilon bb M mistier be j^ood enou^rh 
to tell us it the diili(‘ult\ (d exporlinjr nee hom liihar on aeeouiit «»1 transjKirt 
difhculty has been removal and it Messr.s. Ispahani to ims been able 
to get back the rice*' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

I think the matt(‘r has not been settled \et. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: l.s the 11 on’ble Ministci i.s md c(*rt4iin 
about it y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

For dehiiite ans’vvi‘r of that 1 w'ant notice. 

Rai KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Ans ing out of ( c ) , in 

view of the ditficulties in securing export permits from the IVovincdiil 
Administrations concerned, will tlie llon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any communication has been made to tin* tiovernrnent of India and 
whether they have been infonned of these ditliculties f' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: 

Certiiiiily; w e are in coi resjjondence w ith th^ (fOv<‘rnjnent of Fndia with 
regard to this matter. ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Jlon hle Minister he jdeased to 
state whether Messr.s. Ispahani & Co., have got anv protil tnit of tins 
transaction Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIM 

It is definitelj' stated in the printed answer that the privet* clmtffv j 
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Govt^rnmenl hy them wen* in all the price?* ac-tually paid by MeikHni. 

iHpahaiii & Co. So there in no question ot j)robt. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If there \n no question of profit, then 
Messrs. Ispahuui A Co must have ineurreil loss as a result of this transac- 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, they have incurred loss. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I know \^hat is the amount of loss I:* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That I (cannot su> ; but I know that the.\ have incurred loss. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What IS the motive behind iiirurrinf? this 

loss on the jKirt of Messrs. IsjKilmni & Co.? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIY ED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

In order to lielp the liCajrne Mini.strv to tide rnei the rice situation last 
year. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To hei]> the Ua^ue Ministi> ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What romuiisso,a <Ijd they 
(diarpc? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

There was no (juestion <d I'onmn.ssion la>t \(*ar ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about this scat's (Mununssion ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Qu(‘s<ion oi fills \t‘ai*s commission docs not aiisi' out id this 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS : Is an\ (Mumnission Ikmii^^ jriven this \car 
to compensate the loss incurred by tlu* Ispahani cV Co. to he!]) the League 
Ministry last vear? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The <|uestioTi rehites to transactions of the last year So that (]ue.stion does 
not an.s(‘ 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Will the Hot.'hh' Mini.stcr he ])leased to 
state whether this yt*ar Messrs. Is]>ahaiii & ( o. lias hccii jrraiitcd commission 
as a comi)cnsut ion for the loss ini’urn'd h\ them to lodj) tin* Ijeajrue Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

I have alr<‘ndy said that the question alauit trarisio t ions relating to this ymr 
do<'s not arise in this (]uestion It has been stilted ideally that last year 
no commission was jvaid to them. They actually (harmed only the cost 
price. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is the Hon hie Minister 
entitled to s;iy that as the (]uestion relates to last year, the question about 
this _\ear tloes not arisi*? , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble ML^ister volunteered certain reply and 
said that on account of the last year's tnuisaction Messrs. Ispahani &. Co. 
incurred hiss. This year there is some provision of commission and 1 think 
Mr. Das wanted to know' whether this ycar’.'< commission was for covering 
the loss incurred last year. To that the Hon’ble Minister said that the 
question iloes not arise out of the present question. Of course, strictly 
ipeakiiig, it does not arise. But it is for the Hon’ble Minister to volunteer 
n reply if he so desires. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: i)uit ilu- llni.'l.l.- M Hiisler lias horti 

pleased to statt* that he ha'< pranted (*(>iuiiii»ion to Messrs, l.sjmhafii & 
this \ear^ (lid th«‘ l.eajjiu* Ministry in settling the eonirnission take into 
consideration their last year's lo.ss and tried t4) compensate them 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, Sir. 


Purchase of rice by the Government. 

242. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will th<» Hon’hh' Minister in clmrjre 
of the Civil Supplies Departnu'nt he pleased to .state — 

(a) if it is a fact that the Civil Sup7»lies Department of (he (Jovernment 
lleiifral has already throuj^h their aj^eiiis started punduisinjjf 
from tin* siiridus districts of Itimj^al; 

{h) if so, who are the aj^^t'iits making smh purchases and from when 
th<*se purehases Imve eonimciie»*d ; 

(r) if the (Tovc'rnment have orj 4 :aiiis(>d non-oftieia) food eoiiimitt('(*s in 
all (}i(‘ subdivisions of cacli distiiet in terms of (h(*ir d|*clar«yd 
plans; if not, why not; 

{(I ) if the tioyernment propost* to takt* st(*ps in (‘onsultal i(»n with the 
non-offieial food eoiiimit t(‘es so that eaidi suhil J vision may ht* (|uite 
s(*lf-suflici(‘nt in rej^ar'd to its stock of rice hefoit* any (piantitv 
of lift* or paildy is removed from (liat ai(*a; it not. why not; 

(c) if (h(* riov(*riirnent eont(*Tn]da (t* carry in^r out its procurement plan 
hv fuirchases of rice or padd> from (In* surplus rural ureas and 
reiMoviny same to tlie deficit ar«*as licloit* tin* juiee of tin* said 
food^jrrains tails to a ti\(*d nniiiinum level, it so. why ; 

(/) if it is a fact that the ( i4iv(‘inm4‘nt <»f llenjjral is at»pointinir four 
Child Afrents for the nureh.ise of paddy and rice fiom rural n(‘n^al 
in act ordance with their own procurein(*nt plan and on tin* sole 
n‘sj>onsi luht y of tlie Provincial ( ioy ernnH‘nt ; and 

( // ) if so. what is tin* natiin* (d (In* said procurement plan and wh(*ii 
this plan has h(*n finally settled and ace4*pt(*d liy tlie Cabinet V 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of the Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) Yes 

(If) (1) Messrs. M. M. IsiKthani, litd. 

(2) Messrs, Ihiulatrarn Uuuthinall 

( ‘1 ) Messr.-.. Sliaw Wulmce. 

f4) Messrs Ilaja Srt'enuth, Uaja daiiakinath Hoy, Sitanatli Rai 
Bahadur. 

Purcha.ses conimenced on 21st I>(f*eenib(‘r, 194d. 

(c> The work of .settinjr up food coniTnitte(*H lias been praetimtlly com- 
pleted in all the subdivisions of the I*rovince. In fin* f«*w’ instances where 
committees have not y«*t btmn st‘t up the work of constitutin^ir tliem is well 
in hand. 

{(I) (ioveriiiin'nt an* takinjr all possible steym to see that sufficient reserves 
are left for local need4 before any stocks aie iinived to other ureas and it is 
part of their yiolicy to consult local non-official food committees on all 
matters pertaininy? to local supplies. 

(c) No, becau.st* deficit areas which arc in rie(‘d of supplie** niutmi he 
allowed txi starve until prices in siiryilus rural areas come down to « 
minimum level. 

(/) Yes; the (iovernnnmt’.s yirociiremcmt plan has. howivfr, 

drawn up in consultation with the Centml Govefument. 
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(g) Reference i« invited to the Press Note issued on 2nd December, 1943, 
a copy of which is laid in the Library. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of reply (c), may I enquire 
from the Oovernmeni whether the committees have been set up in those 
localities y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

No, they are being constituted and although the question is old the reply is 
up-to-clate. ' 

Ration for digger, carrier, etc. 

245. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in cliarge the (’ivil Supplies Dc'partnient be pleased to state 
what quantit> of rice per day he has providt*d tor — 

(//) digger, male an<l female; 

(h) carri('r, male and female; 

(c) working cliildnMi, male and femahs and 

(</) adult de])endant, male and female, of a fainil> of cultivators and 
labouiers in dtdiuniining the r<Mjuiri‘inents of a particular ar(‘a? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): Pre.sumal>l\ the lionourahlo 
member uders to rural aieas. 'I'he an>\v(*i i-- - 

The total quantity of ri(M» per \ve(‘k 2 s(*ers for adult (not below 12) 
and half the qua?itit^\ for ehihlren betwisoi 2 and 12. children below 2 being 
neglected. If sutlicient ,sup]>lics are .tvailabh* in an\ area or if the shortage 
is gi‘av(^ in any area the (juantities of lation may he im'reasiMl to a maximum 
of 4 ,se(‘rs ]>er W(‘ek tor adult and hail the ijuanlilN foi' ehihlten between 
2 and 12, eliildreri helow' 2 being m‘glected. 

No sjiecial jirovision has been macb* ioi any particular ehi>s of workers 
(digg<*is, (‘ariicos, et<’.) and no distinction has b(*en made beiwanm woikers 
ami (lejx'iidants oi between males and females. 

School health service. 

246. Mr. NUR AHMED: (f/) Will llu* Ilon'ble Mini.ster in charge of 
the Education IX'})artment he pleased to stalt' wlitdlu^r an> self-supporting 
school liimlih stoviee ha.s hetm created in Hmigal for the hioielit of the 
students 

(/i) Js it a fact that a self-sui>porting ^'alth seiviet* for the European 
schools is jiroposed to be (‘stablished in Bengal y 

(c) Is be aware that owing to deheienov in diet, the health of the 
students during the periml of war emergeney is rapidly deteriorating in 
Bengal y 

{(}) If .so. do tilt' (loveinment propose to establish a self-supjiorting health 
sendee for the Imlian schools in Bengal to bring about an all-round improve- 
ment in the health ot Indian studentsy If not, why not y 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (r/) No. There is, however, a scheme in o])eration 
for the metlit%il inspection in the Government and *lhe (toverniiient-aided 
seeomiarv schools for-lMivs in the city of Calcutta. A scheme has also been 
inauguratetl for systematic mediial examination of girls in iiie (rovernraent 
and the Government-Raided colleges ami schools in (^alcutta. Medical 
examination and supervision of students in 7 Government high schools in 
the Presidency Division are also being done. 

{b) No sueli proposal ba> been received by the .Government. 

(c) No statistical information is available in support of the complaint. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Will tlu» Hon'bU* Minister be pleased to state it be 
contemplates to establish self-supj)ortiiifr health service for the examination 
of the health of the student.^ of Hast IWnfraly 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. Sir, it will have to \v& 
done alonji>^ vvitli the post-war ivconst ’ action proposals hieh are under eonsi- 
deration now. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULtAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plt'aned tt> state why only ('alcutta and Presi<lency 
Division were sebn ted in iH>lUH'tinj>: the lu'^alth statistics out of the districts 
and subdivisions? 

The Hon'ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: liovenunent could not start 
the examination throughout the Province all at «iace. A bej^innin^ had to 
be made somewhere and it appears that the previous (lovernment who started 
the work lieg-an from Calcutta. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hoii’hle Minister he pleased to state what he means h\ inedic^il examination 
and supervision of students? 

The Hoil’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: IhuMors visit the institutions 
from time (o time and look afttT the freneral healtli of the students. I 
think tins is what is meant h\ medical examination ami supervision of 
fltudents. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will (he 
Ilon’bie Minister be jihvised to state what steps (ioverniiMUit proi>ose to take 
if as a result of the medical irispeclit)n the hi'alth of the students is found 
to be bad ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know all the detaiU 
cf the schfMiie Hut apparently a boy or a ^-irl if found deticiiuit in any 
resfipct, ineilii al tre;itjneiit is arninjrtMl loi ; and if any other stt*ps arc found 
to lu' necess;ir\ thesi* are aNo taken. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’blc Minister be ])leased to state how much it will (‘ost the (loveriiment 
if a conipridierisi ve sc lnoiie is launched f^ir the whole of Heiifj^al ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That will be taken into consi* 
deration when the scheme will be prepareil. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Will tlie HonTdo 

U inist(‘r be ])lee>'d to state how' lonj^ has this hcIhuih* been in ojieration ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 d() not think 1 can ^ive a 

very accurate answer; but from my own jiersoinil imjiies.sion I think it has 
been in op«*rafion for (jiiite a consideralile time, say for five or six y<*arH or 
more. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Is it a fact that the 

Bcheme has been in operation for more than IH \ears? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May be I do not contest it. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Will the Hon blo 

Minister lie pleased to .slate whether the rc'ports submitted by the medical 
officers reveal a vei y satisfardory state ()f things so fur as the health ot the 
students an* concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There has b en no r emit 
report to that effect. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRA VERTI: Will the HonTdo 
Minister please tell us whether these medical visitors are required to su imJ 
any periodical reports to the Government F 
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The H0fl>ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Appanutlv vSir. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: May we know if there is 
any HVHtein that those nietlieal visitors must hold periodical inspection and 
ctabrnit reports 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: For these details, I want 
iiotic(‘. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Will the Hon ble 

Minister t>e pleased to ^five us a comprehensive reply to this question 
statiriff the health of the students as revealed in the reports r)f the medical 
officers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the question is vaKue. 
The quest umer himself i.s of the opinion that the scheme has been in 
operation for ten years or more If so, then a lartre number of report® 
must have bf*en submitted diirini^ all these years. If my friend wants a 
coninrehensive T-eply as to all (he n*ports (fiat have been suhinitttMl, I cannot 
surely jirive it oft-haml. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: (Questions over 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I !na> mention a vtuy urt^ent matter 
with retrard to (he hhog ration stateiiHuit? Since the 11 on 'Me the Tauidc^r 
of the House is ^nvin^^ replies on behalf ot the Minister of f'ivil Supplies, 
ma\ 1 eiKiuire if any meeting of tin* Hhoif (’(unniit !«•«■ has been held since tha 
arijnouneement of the personnel of the ^aid comiri j1 lee ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, onier Mr. Mazumdar, either _vuu have to 
table an ordinary (|uestion or a short-notice (jiiestion in onl(*r to ^o‘t any 
information in this mutter. I (ainriol allo\N such a qu(‘stiori bein^r put off- 
hand. I’ljut is not the practict* ot the House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 have already put in a short-notic® 
question rej^ardinjf this matter. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If >ou have tabled a short-notice (|U(‘slio?i, then why 
are you following it up by putting questions on the floor of the House!' 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 want t(> know wlu'tlief tlie flon’ble 
Minister will answer ni\ <jUt‘stioii 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is rM‘vt‘r the jiraetiee to ask .such <j ii»*.st loris un 
tfie floor ( he J 1 OUsC. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sii. with ri'gard to shorl-nntue (jue.s- 
tuins, I nia\ inform \ on that (juite a lar^i* mmiber of sucli (luestioiis are 
lying with (Toverimient unanswered. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is ver\ unt(»i t uiiale. I agiee Hut when you 
ha\e pnl a shorl-nol i(‘e ((Ut‘stion. \ou sluiuld wail lor its reply. You I'aniiot 
put a shor(-noti<‘e i|iii’stion and (hen follow it up l)> juittiiig another (juestion 
on the same matter on the Hour of the Hoiistc This is not the practice 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: When we come witli ail journnienl motions, 
the Ministers suggest tfiat it is better iliat w t* should jiut in short-notice 
questions on the subjec't, and when tlie\ are so put they are kept hanging 
nre lor a pretty long tim<* tor months together I seek your protection 
that this matter should be iirought up before the House as early as possible. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: H short -notice quest ioii.s aie not being answ^ered, it 
.is unfortunate; I luqie that Government will ywy attention to this matter. 
That is all that 1 can say. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May 1 enquire if this question may be 
taken up next Monday, Sir? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Put \nu have alrvaily a qm*sfio!i ! 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: i have luU stH'ii It \et; it Ini'* not \t*t lu'on 
before me. 

Extension of time for presentation of Select Committee’s Reports. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. may 1 havo your tM'rrniMsion to move two formal 
motions!'^ It is ro^ranlinjr tho extension of tiino to submit thi* rt»ports of 
two Seb^ot ronimittec's wliioh havo boon app<»inte(l by tin* House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 


Mr. NUR ANMED: I hv^r to niovo that tin* tiiiu* to sulunit tbt* rt*|>ort 
of tin* Soli'ct ('omTniftr<‘ oii tin* Kasti‘rn lbMi;jru] and Assam Di.'^ordorly Hnuso 
(Amoiidmont ) Hill, bt* t’.\f«Mid<Ml till thi* dl.st .lanuary, IfMo 'rio* tiim'-liuiit 
ex))ired on tlio IHli Julv la,‘.t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y our ion is that tbo fiTm*-lntnl should .bo 

extondod till tlu'dlst .Ianuar,\, l‘Mo? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Vos. Sir 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tho (piostion before the House is. that the lime Iw 
extended lor tin* pn'sentatKUi of the rejxirt of llie SeliMt (\nnmitl«M‘ on the 
Fasteni Hen^’-al and A.-^sam I)isord(*rly IHnise (Amendment) Hill till the dlst 
January, 194'’) As there is no ohjec'tion, leave is ),rf'«nited What is your 
other motion y 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I he^^ t<> move that the time tor MiihmittiiiK the 
report of the Select (’oiniiultee on the H(*ii;^xil Supj»re.s.sion of Iminoml Tnifljo 
( A niemlmen t I I*il! be extended till the dl.st Mareh. 194 * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of th<* House to «*xtend this timef 

< ( *1 1 {‘H of “ \ es” . ) 

(/riie leave for extension of time was granted.) 

Point of Privilege. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: On a point of privile^e^ 

Sir. Yesterdav when the Couneil ineetin^r ''as ^oinjx: on, I was 
throii^^di a eo{)y of M e “Amrjia Bazar Patnka” in tin* Idluury but before the 
(a)uneil dispersed at a o’clock I went back and «iid not timl the co}»> . On 
eri<jUir\ I was told b\ tin* Jvihrariaii that it find he<*n takiui away b\’ the 
Secretary of the ^e^^^l:ltIve As-semblv. May 1 erojiiire wdodher these 
jf)uriials and new'spupers are jnt<*nd(*d only lor the use of the m<*mbeis of 
the Le^j^islat 1 ve As''embl\ and not tor the inemla'rs of the ('ouncil as wadlf 
And also wfietlier the Seeretaiy to the Asseinbl> Jb'partmeiit is justified in 
removing eopit*s of new^ipajieis from the Hibrarv befon* the (ouncil meeting 
terminates ? 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir,, I too had a 

similar experience. 1 went to tlie fdbrar> for a couple ot papiTs hut w'a» 
told that tluy\ were at tin* nouiient not in the library but with the Assembly 
Secretary and that if I could wait they could be procured for me. That ix* 
the situation that happ<*ns there sonietiiries. Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: This matter will he enquired into ^ 
1 will now take up the Special Motion of Mr. fajlit 
regarding recruitment of army officers for civil posts in P 
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Special Motioii. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I heg to move that this ('ounril disapproves 
of the action of the Bengal Government applying to the Central (Jovemment 
for services of a large number of army officers to hold civilian iK)sts in this 
province to the defriment of the claims of the Bengalees to those j)ost8 
intensifying at the same time the problem of unemployment in Bengal. 

Sir, it api)earft that the Hon'ble Home Minister is not here and we are to 
discuss this very important matter in his absence. I hoi>e some Ilon’ble 
Minister on his behalf w'ill b<* in a position to reply to wdiat I have to say. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yes, 1 have ccune prepared. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we have fallen oi\ evil days with 
evil tongues compassed round. Sir, when in justice we want bread, our 
legitimate claims are brushed aside with caustic casuistry. In Bengal the 
problem (d uneitjployment of educated young Bengalees ludonging to the 
middle cdas.ses is a serious one. Tiiousauds are silting idle. 1 say this 
without any fear of contradiction . Many of them W(‘re lirilliaiit .Ntudenl.s in 
their educational car*‘(*r hobling University diploiiiu.s on all <*onceival)Ie 
eubjeets - general, scientific*, mc‘cbanical, elec-tric al, commeri'ial or tc'chniral. 
You ('an liav(‘ any number of them. And \(*t. Sii, the* Bc'ii^al (Joveiniuent 
liavti askc^l tor an indent of a large number cd army cdiic'ers from the Uentral 

Government, the ('eiitral Government promising to give to tlie (‘laims of 

the Bengal Government for army oflicc'rs its lir.si considc*rat ion - lo fill the 
civil jio.sls in this j>rovincc to the detriment ol the cdaini^ of tlo* cliildic'M of the 
soil. It ma\ be argued with .‘ronie show* of plausibility that jiersons with 
fljMM‘iali.s<‘d knowledge and exiierience, such as the b'ood H.itiouing Adviser 
or the grain st-orage expert, etc., c^innot be had in sufficient numbers to 
meet the rc^ciuirenients ot the siiualitui tor winch special indent in a few 
cas(‘s has become necessar.v. Hut to import as many KM) pcTMins to fill 
<!i\il j)osts and tliai tioiu unorthodox souicc' sucli llu' ann\ iv .iltogether 
A dilVcrc'ut firojiosit Ion for which there can be iu> justification wliatsoever 

Uln‘ llon’blc the (ddef Mini.^tcM says that all these officers arc' reejuired 
to fill vaeam ic's caused by the e\})an''i(Ui ol work part icularl \ iii the* (’ivil 
Supplic's Dejiai't uieiit which tin* existing cadre ot the* Indian ('ivil Sc'rviee, 
Bengal ('ivil Service, etc., wa‘re not designed to iu('(‘t. (iranted that; hut 
pray wli\ rush to the* iiriuy to fill llie ]>o.-sl>.''' M<»\ 1 ask, Sir, if the 

Government acKc'rtised these {losts and invited applications from candidates 
with requisite cjualifications f Did the Government make any effort for local 
recruitment before moving the Uentral (ioverniuent for supply of officers 
from the urmyr' Sir, it is surprising that our army sliould he suffering from 
a supertiuity of officers in spite of the fac t that the war is now* at its zenith 
and that very seven* fighting is now going on both in the East as well as 
in the West. It sc'ems mysterious, really, that many of tliem in such crisis 
would be found willing to leave the annv and join the civil department. 

Sir, the Gn‘gory Committee laid down that what was reejuired of officers 
in the whole range* ot c'ivil supplic's including the food administration "was 
energy, devotion, knowh'dge ot the urea and of its peojile and prac'tices of 
locxil trade and, alwve all, the ability to administer. Surely the knowledge 
of the area and of its ju'Ople and practices of local trade will he largely 
unknown to the army officers, whereas eac'h and every one of tho>e cjualilies 
will he found in an ahundaiit mtxisure with the children of the soil. 

Sir, the Bengal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil Service com- 
mand a strength of 1)28 officers. There are besides the Indian (Tvil Service 
people. As between them they have contributed a total of 19d officers to 
the Civil Supplies Department. Of these 19d officers, 23 were contributed 
by the Indian Civil Service and 50 by the Bengal Civil Service, the rest 
being taken from the Bengal Junior Civil Service. 
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I wonder why thi' ('ivil Service and Heug^al dunior CHvil Service 

could not contribute the tjuota of otticers reijuired by the (’ivil Supj>Iie« De- 
partment fr(uu time tt> time, from ilieii Jobber ranks. You can easily make 
up the depletion by promotion from lower rungs of the ladtler ami by recruit- 
ment at the base. W’e have coun’ * sj* sp]enili<l maltuials lying idle. Are 
they of no u^e-^ ^'hen again, were scarebe.s made for the reijuired peraon# 
from the judiciary t»i trum the Itar^ Dili (lovernment ti’\ to ascertain from 
the Bengal National ( humber of (^ommeree, the Munlim Cliainber of Com- 
merce, Indian National Cbamlier o! i'ommerce, even Maruari t'bainber of 
Comnieri'e it they would supjils experts and uon-c\perN vs ilh reijuisite quali- 
hcatiou.s ti* till up the civil ptwtsr' If not, uhy not!" Can it possibly bt*, 
Sir, that this communal (Joveinmcnt thought that in thi' presioit i^xjmuHiou 
of ser\ Ill's in diflercnt depai Inients ol the (oiie'-.iiunt with the minimum 
qu 4 iliti<.'at ions iinjuired, it vioiild not bt* jKiN..ible to maintain (oiiinninal ratio 
and ibiit in the c\ent ot loc4il reel uit m<*nt , iuonI t>t tli«*Nt* aj>|voinl ments would 

go to the Ca.ste Hindus and so tlie altt'rnative oi aimy otliccrs would servo 

tlieir purpost* better" \Ve do not know. Let u*, hope. Sir, the Ixs'ider of 
the lloiwe will not attempt to delude u^ wiih the expressum *’!onj.r ternr’ and 
“ftbort teini '. liong term is long term. Short term h but lbt« thin end 

of the wedge \\ li\ sliould e\en sborl-lerm a opoi ii t nit'hls go t‘lsew here 

wlicn in the jiroNime iNelt the Hengalet‘s ait' staixinu and tan ill-aOortl to 
lose a "ingle .)ol)!" Sii. the Bengal ( io\4‘Mt ment in lainelx subniitling to the 
dietate'^ «)1 tlie ( intial tioxeininent or to the wliiidiaiid neaiei liome liavti 
Haiailiet'd (he Im*"! intere"?" <d (lit' provime loi wim!) (hex deserve eensuix*. 
Sui'cIn, Sir, all the new a])poini meiits do not retjuiie e\pir( Knuwledgt* We 
would ITue to Know lioiii the ( i ov t'lji inen t here and now how many of them 
lequiied e\peit Kiiowleilg'e and how many did not ami whether Use is or is 
not lieing inadi' ot the wold 'e\j*ert ’ as a piei.-\t tt>r |-!uropean i/at ion of 
ceitain sci \ a es I wi^h (he titoernment (<» rememhei that iH»t oidv Britain, 
the Maldle i‘!ast. S\ i la tu even Au-^tialia. loil India is ,ilso the liomeland of 
e^J>e^ls .ind that : lo-v <an h- liad licit* in aiiv numltei 


Sn , this pidiev <d impoilini.' 4umv olliteis ini civil post*, at a tino' when 
(ialidliijl held out the tdivt' hralieh oi peaet* to bli-aK (he dcatiloeU sUggi'sU 
ing till' handing ovei ot iIm* civil ml m inist nit nm to National tlovernments 
at the Centre and in 1 ht* Biovlnees this new jxdiev ot nnlitan/.at ion or 
EuroptMTi iz;i 1 ion ot tlie civil si'rviecs. he it b\ oB to htl ratio, Ini" iille<l mo 
with ilouiits it (bt* British (ioviTnment t*ver intended oi intends lo eoneede 
Indejiendenee to India alter the wai. It seems to me eiyslal ( leal tlial vvhal 
they have, the oiigin ot it heing aggres-^ion, thev will letain Sir, (In* Allies 
have a clear field in India on the militarv side to jml jorth then best eft'orts 
to win the war. In tlii'^. they have the eo-oj»erat nm and tlie best wishes of 
all oi us. But it the Bntisii mterfrre with the civil side also in spite of 
the iuet the civil authorities an* out to eo-ojierate sixteen annus in war 
efforts and lielp in the winning of the war, they leave no doubt whatever 
that they want to tigliten their griji on India to the point of snftoeation. 
Sir. why should the British care if they really intend to coneede self- 
gov'ernnien t to India after the war wliieh let us hojie will (*nd in a couple of 
years at the most, whv should the British rare for the ratio of the KurojuMin 
element in the s(*r\iees!" .Sir. between Euriipeaii ratio sand eonimiinal ratio, 
efficiency, honest v, nationalism and even independent* have ])(*en jmt to a 
pretty tight c^irner indeed. 

Sir, while e<)nnm*ridi ng the residutjon to the aieejitanee of the Hfnise, 
permit me to record my cmpliatic jirotest against this wanik-kneed prdiey of 
the Bengal (iovtojiineiit whi‘b in my opinion has oma* more jiroved itself 
unfaithful to the best interests of the jirovince. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that this Council d.saf»pi ovts of the 
action of the Bengal Cnvernrnenl applying fo the Central (fover/imen n 
aervices of a large nuinber of army offic ers t(> hold ^ 
province to the detiimenl of the ciaiiiiH of the Bengalees 
aifying at the same time the problem of unemployment in ^ - 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, i ri>e to give 
my qualififn] support to the motion, it was only the other day that my 
att(uitioii wan drawn to a report published in the Calcutta newspapers regard- 
ing the de(ti.Hi<jn <»t the (iovernment of Hengal to recruit a Large number of 
army otfieers for < ivilian [Kists for the purjMjse of c^irrying on the day-to-day 
adininiHlratioii of the proxince. ^ 

It occurred to me that it was a novel procedure. Never before has 
recruitment been made on this Iwisis. Alt('i the Orcat War of 1914-18 a 
certain number oi army officers— per'.oiiM who had served in His Majesty'* 
For(?eH — wer(‘ ai)i>oiute(l to the Indian Civil and Medical Services and f>osted 
to different provinces. Sir, the problem ot unemployment in Hengal is 
very acute. No doubt, the war has ohsorhed a gcKxl inimher of our 
unemploccd young men, hut it does not tom b even the fringe of the jirohlem. 
There are .still a large number of (jualified \oung nn*n who are roaming 
about in search <d st‘rvice. It is untortunate that when the situation in 
Hengal in regard to unemployment is so seriou.s, the Provincial Government 
Rhould have thought fit to approach the Central Government for securing 
the Hcrvices of (he arm\ officers in older to carr\ on the civil adnunistration 
of the jirovince. Sir, I said at the outset that 1 would give my qualified 
Hupfiort to this motion, ami I shall state my leasons for doing so. '1 he poinf 
is that if the appointment ot the military officer. s ultimatidv leail to adminis- 
trative imjuovement . 1 shall have no ohjectifin Hut it is diifii'ult to say 
wlndher the steji taken by tin* Goverinmmt of Ibuigal is ?.onml or justifiable 
having regard to (he peculiar conditions of the provime. Sir. v\c do not 
know and perliaps I shall not he far from wronp if 1 sa\ that other Provin- 
<*iiil Governments have not rexjuisitioned the .service's of tin* army officers 
for (‘arrying (»n the adnunistration of their re.speidive provinces. There are 
only f<nir oi five provinces in India where Provincial Autonomy is function- 
ing ami no Croviiicial (iovernment has perhaps upprouclied the Gov eirimeri t 
of India for securing tin* s<*rvi(*cs of army men for this [iiirpose. It is 
reported that oO per cent of thes(‘ apjmintments will go to Kuropeans and 
fiO pel' cent, to Indians. l*ersonall\, 1 do not grudge Kiiroptniii.s being 
uppoiril<‘d to responsible ^fMi.sts. The fHiint for f'onsideral ion is: whether or 
not tin* I '*iov 1 iK'ial Government was lusiiticd in asking the (bivi'rnment of 
India to h‘nd (he '‘ervices <d army otficers and vvhethei or not it was desiriible 
H) he satisfied that thev are pi-op(*rly qnaliti<*d to hold sin li jwists judging 
Jby the sl-iuidai'd <d tin* I.(\S. (‘xaniinat ion . Not onlv is the policv wrong 
as I hav(* alread.v exphuned, hut I think eHi« nmey of administi'ation will he 
gix'atlv impaireii if (lualified men such as we had in the past — the type of 
men belonging to tin* Imliun (^ivil Service who wi'ie recruited on the results 
of comfiet it iv t» <*xamina( ions — are not ap}H)iiiteil to responsible jKi.sts. The 
administration is hound U* suffer if properlv (jualitie<l and trained men are 
not. apfvointt'd. Sir, it is rnd st.ated in the leports inildished in the news- 
pajiers as to how maiiv army offic'ers will 1 h» placed at tin* disfKisiil of the 
Hengal (iov ('rnmenl . 'rh<*re ore in this province a Lirge nuniher of capable 
men who by e\pe!i(*nce and education are in no way b*ss (competent to hold 
iiU(‘h appoint inenls in provincial administration. 

Sir, 1 do not know how many of these officers will he Bengalees; but I 
think the number of Bengalees, if any, will be vei'v small. It is well known 
tlmt Bengalees, though qiuilitied, find it extremely difficult to secure jobs 
in other prxivinces. Even ])rominent Congivssmen like Dr. Bajemlra I’nasad 
and others cannot shake off their prejudice against the Bengalees. Every- 
body is aware of the Award given liy l)r. Bajemlra Prasjid on the Bengalee- 
Behuri question whii h never siiw' the light of da\ . This was when the 
Congress Government W’as in power in Bihar. Similar prejudi<e prevails 
against Bengalees in the Punjab, the Cnitt^d Provinces and other Provinces. 
It is, therefore, unfortunate that when starvation and misery stalk the land, 
non-Bengalees should be appointed to hold responsible positions in the 
administration of the province. It has been an extremely unwise step and 
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Ooverniufut should liavt* coiisultt^d non-o!tuiul juihlit' t^piuioii befort» apprv>m b- 
inff the (Tovernnienl ol liuliu 4»n the f*«hjeet. With these wordH. 1 eupport 
the motion. 

Mfa C* E« CLARKE* Mr. I^resnient. Sir, in oiir (ieliluMations on tbiA 
motion we are united in our eonelusious We eoiisider that it is inosit reffret- 
tahle that a re^pjoisihle member of the Opposition .should have brouflT^^ 
forwoiil .1 inolion <d thi." t\pe. We .should luive tliouj^iif tlnit in view of 
the diflieult time tliroujfh wliieh we have pa.ssed and are passiujf, all partial 
would be uinl^Ml in weUainuno tlu‘ ‘.it'p taken b\ tiovei nment to streng^thon 
the mlmmisirat ion We do know that the Oppo.siium <li»\ in iind day out 
criticise the admini-'teat ion ioi int'ltieienev and eoiruptnui lint it now 
.appeals lhat when steps ale t*iken to ''Irengthen tin* ailnuni.st lat ion, the 
Opjvosition ale equallv ciitiial. I*.iiln‘r tliey st'ti‘ that the ( jo\ emmelit *8 
ob]t‘cl Is to ♦ itMte a lar),;e numbei ol jHists lor 1 lu‘ purjK»se o! pat I'oriajU'e 
or the\ stat(' that ( Joveinnient s ohpM t is |(» hiinjL; in non-lleii^alet's from 
outside the jucoima* to the detriment td tlie lh*n|.»;alee.s. I euii only say 
that even if we hutl not heaid llie stalionent ol the Hon'hle (’hief Minister 
ami Hi" l’i\< elleii( \ ’s liroiidca.si , we vvouhl have loiind it ditfii nil to hebevo 
that a iMjpulai Ministiv resjioiisild^* ts> tlie pes>ple ol wnuld reeiuit 

non- lh*n;i-aliH‘s it .suit^ilile Iteii^^alees were av<iil dd<‘. 

J he t tj»po.sit ion cannot he unaware ot their i esjimisi hi 1 1 1 v in this mailer. 

Jf it hajijiened that their <]ilieistn was "ineesslnl and < i t>ve! iinicnt was 
prt'ventcd iroiu "ti t'li^^thcn iii )4 the adm in isl r at ion in the manner pr«»j>osed, 
tlu' rc"j>onsil)il it \ lor tlie >itiiation which wouhl then iinsi* woubl lie with 
the ( t[>posit ion. I’lial situation has Immoi dcscrilanl to iis bv the ('bief 
Minister 'I'he ;,,o-nci.il .id nt in i"t i at nm lias been senousjy weakened b\ iho 
drain to tlie I'lvil Su]»j>lie" 1 )ep.i r t men l ami that ilep.irlment w still sliort 
of [Ko soiiind d heie is pa 1 1 n u la ? 1 v a sl)orta;4‘e ot otln ers tor .seiiioi adminis* 
Irative j)ost> l ins. .Sn. i" .* stale oj atlau.s whieh ean ^ive u.s no rontideiiee 
that tlie .iditi in !>t r a f ion •>! r en^i I helied as it ha.s been would be able to eope 
with aiiolliei disi'tei and the re"|von"ibihl v loi sin h a eonlin««'mv would 
lie with I he t 1 ion 

Members will reeall the situation in .laniiarv. l!Hd. 'rbere was no food 
oi^ran isat ion wortliv ot tlie narm*. and to the re]»eal(Ml demands trnm 1!I42 
onwards that a jiroper organisation should la* set up the repl\ was always 
that the neeessary otti<ei" r’ould not hi* found. d'he luet was that ilm 
administration had been seriouslv weakened over a period ot many years 
by a steads drain ot oflie«*i\s to tlie ( iov ernmenl ol India and tor serviee in 
othfM pi’ovime.s. It it i" aUo lemernlieied that a^ ;i wai measure n‘eruit- 
rmoii to 1 be Indian thvil Sejxne v\.is stojiped, tlie re.isoiis ioi the iaet that 
the adniini^tTation were* unable to cope with tin* food eri'-is of Mf-I't will be 
apparent. Kveri todav when the hood Department Ini" been evpunded 
lievond re('(); 4 ^n 1 1 1 i m . llie p«*is<innel i" "till inadequate loi a |wipula1toM <d f>t) 
million jieople. Moreover, the ^»^eneral adm inisti .it ion in order jo "atisfy 
the needs ot the h'ood Depai t rmoif bu" lH*en seriously weak. There lias been 
a very lar^^e inerea"e in the work ol the ordinarv ad nnii rst r a I mii Distriet 
Magistrates are exeeptionall \ over Imrilenerl ami the Subdiv isional OHieer 
has liecome a bird ot passage iiere UmIuv and gone t4»mor i-ow I kmiw', Sir, 
that in one important subdivision, the Harraekpon* .subdivision, tlierc have’ 
been no less than six changes during the piist yeiir and the exfibination 
given is shortage of offieei-.s The inlminist rat ion lannot lumlion efficiently 
in rtiH'h cir'cunistame", and it cannot lie expeeted to cope with any sudden 
emergency. 

Jt is important that this motion should l>e viewed in its proper perspec- 
tive. Mr. Das accuses (joverninent of applying for the Herv^ces of a b*^rg 0 
number of army offirers. What is this large riumbi'r.^ itecording fo the 
Chief Minister’-^ statement 2d railitarv ofticers have already been recro; 

Mild Government have applied for a further m. I do not know 
pamtive figures of liengaTees recruited for the f a vil .Sup/il/ex in« n 
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for general administration, but I do know that many hundreds must have 
been recruited. For example, in connection with the recent expansion of 
the Civil Supplies Department, I believe that the department attempted to 
recruit no less than 500 Inspectors, and in addition to this the number of 
iicerising otlicers, storage officers, must run into many hundreds and 

yet these figures do not take int(» account the large number of officers who 
have been recruited in Bengal lor the medicxil and public lieiilth services. 

Moreover, there are two {Kiints to be kept in view in conneetion with the 
recruitment ol arrnv offieeih. The first point is that this recruitment is for 
the purpose of filling administrative posts for which qualifications of 
previous training in administration is required. This is the most important 
iKjini, .Mr. l^resident. The only possible channels for filling .such posts in 
Bengal are cut her liy promotion from sulK)rdinate services or liy recruitment 
of r(‘tin*d (iovernmeut officers. One c^uinot rec ruit Bengalee officers without 
prc'vious training in administration for these* posts. We have been assureil, 
Sir, both by His Kxeelleiicy the (tovcTHor and by the Chief Minister that 
everytliing possible lias be»‘n done to fill these posts either by promotion or 
b\ recruitment ot retired (lovernment oflicc-rs, and lionoiiiable members 
must be aware that eonsiderabb* numbe^r of retired (iovernment officers have 
ttctuall> been rc’cruitcd in Benj.jal. It lias also been imide clear to us both 
by (bivernmcuit ol India statcunents and b\ the ('liiet MiniNter that ii is not 
possible* to obtain un\ turthe-r oliicers from other jiro\ iiic(*s. In these ciicum- 
etanees, Sir, it seems to us that the only alternative left ojieii to (jovc*rn- 
ment was to applv for army assistance, and if t iovernment had not done so, 
ill our oponioii, tlit*y would have h«*en failing in their duty to the province. 

The second point is tliat it has been made <*lear both by the* t iovernment 
of India and by the (diief Minister that this recruitment of army officers 
is for a ti‘mporaT\v period (>nl\ . To ejuote a (iovc*rnment ot India Press 
Note*: the services ol the**!* arjiiv offic(*rs will be lent tor llie duration ol the 
war in the Par Past and probably for a limited further period thereafter. 
At a Press ('onfcieiice it was explained b\ the Home* S(*<Tctary, (fovc*rinm‘nl 
of India, that “this is a temporary scheme of rein lorcc'incnt and not a way 
ol tying the* hands of futuie Provimual ( loveriiments. There is no suc'h 
inlc'ntion. >cheme is designed to tide us over the int(*rim pc‘Tiod until 

permanent re< ruitmc‘iit to the Civil Service is rf‘Mnm‘d“. I can only add. 
Sir, that tlie ann\ can ill-atb*rd to spare oliicc'is and that it ilCbefits this 
House to criticise the assistance which lias b(*en so generously afforded to this 
province by the army. 

Mr. Das has suggc‘stcd that (lie reciuitment of these army officers will 
intensify the unc’mployment proldein in Bengal. It is difficult to see how* 
tlie recTuitmeni of I'-Jd army otlicers can ati'ect the uneinployiiient problem 
in this province muteiiul]\ in any wa>. We know, on the other hand, that 
it can strengthen tlie administration and we know that BengaPs primary 
need at jueseiit is a vstrong admiiii.stration. So far as the labour classes are 
concerned, we know that there is no uneinplo.\ ment and, in fact, honourable 
members must be well aware tliat there is at jiresent a serious .shortage of 
labour in the* proviiu'e. There may be* a middle-class unemployment 
problt'in, but the* reasons for this are also well known to members. They 
W’ere referred to b> II is Kxcellency in bis recent broadcast in the following 
terms : — 

f 

‘T believe that the prudent thing is for us now to set about the training 
of our own men particularl\ in technical employments so that we will have 
a suppl.v of MUing men ready after the war to fill the many jobs that will 
have to be filled in the various branches of Agriculture, Forestry, Engineer- 
ing, Veterinary Science. Pisheries and the many other practical sciences 
and professions. I make no seert't of mv own belief that India in the past 
has gone in too much for law and too little for the more practical professiona 
and employments.” 

In our opinion the only solution of the nuddle-clas.*4 unemploj’ment 
problem lies along these lines. It is certainly regrettable that Government 
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should have to go outside the province for officers, hut we must face the fact 
that Bengal does not have an adequate number of young men trained for 
practical work or tor administration. I would conclude, Sir, by emphaaia- 
mg what His Excellem v the Viceroy has already stressed that the problem 
in Bengal is now mainly administrative. The province now has adequate 
food supplies and the problem is t create an organisatiim wliieb can 
procure jnd ensure the ei{iiitable distribution of these fooil supplies. In 
our opinion, Sir. lumoiiruble members who attempt to hamper the creation 
of this organisation or tlie strengthening of the general administration are 
doing the greatest disservice to the i>et>ple of Bengal. 

Mr. BIRENORA KiSHORE ROY CHOWDHURY; Sn. I am parti> 
cipating in the present diseussiou with a very Ih'uvv heart. It is very 
unfortunate tliat on this issue the Mu.slim League and the other ]>arlie.s in 
this province are not abst)lulel\ united. 

The importation of niihlars otticers int<» i ivll eniplo\ment has to be 
< ondemiual on inoit* tlian oni* ground. In Sir, tlu* (loverninent has 

tailed to make* out an\ ease lor such an extraordinar\ step. 'I'li roughout 
the Itmg In.^torv <•! British a<inn!iistration in India, a dear distinction has 
been maintaim’d tn‘t\veeu civil and militurv administration and no military 
otficers wcrt‘ **v<*i drafted to ci\il duty at K'ast in tin* Kt*gulation Brovinces. 
It was onl\ in n<m-rcgulatu»n areas that a certain pro])t)rtion of I’ivil posts 
wer(‘ filbai at one lime by iuilitar\ otticers. 'this practice also was discon- 
tinued a ijuarler ol a eenturv ago with th(* progress ot civil isut ion in the 
non-regulation an*as. It is a fat“t, Sir, that eioplosment ot military men 
in {'ivil posts has ah>a\s been regardtal as a symbol of buckwarilness in 
udmiiu‘'t rat ion and livilisation. It is regndtable that in the middle of tho 
twentieth (a*ntiir\ wlien we had earned so iiimdi e.v peri(‘net‘ of jirogressive 
gosernnient, this ri'iiograde su*j) is being taken b\ the (iovernment of India 
with tlu' appro\al ot the (lovt'rninent ol Bengal. 

The main argument which htis been advanced in favour of th«‘ prenent 
stej) is that recruitment to the Indian ('ivil S^uviei* has biaui tcmjiorarily 
stopped and on that account there has been a shortage of supc^rior oilicerH to 
be enj|d<»\ed ni i es[w)nsible jvosts. 'I'his argument. Sir, makes abs<dn1ely no 
appeal to me. Stopjnige of lurther reeruitmeiit to the Indian (Uvil Service 
and the Imliaii Police Ita.s been demanded with absolute uiianimiiv by 
Iiuliaii opinion tor tin* last twenty year.s. Kven sueb an ardent Moderate 
as Sir Sivaswami Aiyer urgtMl tlie I.,ee <\>mmission in l!)‘d4 to recommend 
the discontinuance of such r(‘cruitment. It is not necessary here to refer 
to the sub.se<{ucnt history ot this <-ont niversy ; but it is pertinent for me to 
emphasise that the continuance ot recruitment U) the Indian Clivil Service 
has been legarded by all shades of Irnlian opinion a.s inexmsistent wdih 
constitutional development ot this countrv. It wcis good fiom tins point 
of view that tor the last two \ears no new ap|K>inl men 1 s were inad(* tsi the 
Indian {'ivil Servir e. But it woiihl liave been better still if llie posts usually 
oei upied by them were filled permanently by men trained in the Provincial 
Services. In.stead of taking such an action, tlie (iovcinimoit of Bengal has 
inifxirted and are now imjHuting military oiHeer.s tempoianly to fill tlic gap. 
In other words, this importation i^* taking place <»nly !>> way of keeping 
alive the reservation for the l.(bS. and l.P. oflicio'^. In 1922, Mr. Lloyd 
(leorge made his famou.s “Steel Frame” Hpeoeh as the British I*rime Minisber 
arnl m tlo\ lie d(‘elared that whatever iiiig-hf lie the form ot (iovernment of 
India, tlit* Indian ('ivil Ser\ w<»ubl c-ontinue to lie the backlKine of fmlian 
administration and .'^afegua^d thereby the ini4»rest.s of British Impenalisin. 
The present p<ilicv of the {Toveniment, as evidenced in the importation of 
militiiry officers, appesars only to be the ofl'shoot of that declaration. After 
15 years of dyarchy and 7 year.s of provincial autonomy v.e find ourselves in 
the same .stage of administrative development as we were 2r> years ago 
This i.s certainly a state of thing.s which the Ministry ought to have resistetf 
more effectively' than it did. 



1478 


8PECIAT. MOTION. 


[28th July, 


Sir Nazimuddin has pointed out in his statement that the importation 
of inilita^' officers would not aftect in any way the promotion of officers of 
the Provincial Services to superior and listed posts. He has not, however, 
supplied us with the actual figures of such promotion. The total number of 
Superior Executive and Judicial offices, commonly known as Listed Posts, 
was in 194‘J twenty-two but including temporarily held offices it was thirty- 
one. What is the total number of Idsted i*osts held by officers promoted 
from the Provincial Services t<>(la> ‘i In education, in training and in 
general outlook there is hardly any differen(‘e between average members of 
the Indian ('ivil Ser\ ice and lliose ot the I'rovincial Services. 1 do not say 
that (lie adui mist lal i\e calilue is very high and oull-ook ver\ w ide in either 
service but what 1 do emphasise is that members of tlie higher service are 
not rnoie cMicicnt than officers of the lower organi'>iat ion . If the latter are 
promoted to superior posts at a comiiarai ivcl\ early age, they mn\ prove as 
good as average Civilian^. In view ot this tact, shorfagt* in the ranks of 
the Indian (’ivil Service is no argument tor the iinixut^tion ot outsiders 
into the provincial administration. It is on the contrary an argument for 
the wi(b‘r employment of Provincial Officers in more res]K)nsible posts. 
What is again true ot Civil Servic e posts is true also of th(‘ posts ot superior 
Police Otticers in Ifengal. The Provincial Polic-c Servict* is the backbone* 
of Ihdice adminisl rat ion in Indian Provinces. li will, on this iiccdunt, be 
highlv disc reditable on the part of the (iovernment to import outsiders to 
such superior |M)s1s In tin* evedusHm t/o trained Provincial men. 

Apart, Sir, ti’om the grounds ot c*onstitutional piogicss and geinT.il 
ecjuilN and justice, there are ordinary administrative* rc'asoos also why the 
militarv cdficers should not be drafted to civil duty. Military organisation 
and civil gov(‘rnnu*ntal (crganisation are two entirelv ditVi*rent things 'Phey 
have hecouic* .still uuuc' ditV('i<*nt with Ifiegrow'th of s])ecial isation in military 
W’ork. In vi<*w of this fac-1, I do th) 1 undei stand how a jxnson siiujilv !)t*cau't' 
he has (‘xpericiice ot military work will prove cffic-ient in civil work as w’ell. 
Bengal is at tiiis moment passing through a crisis m more than one sernse. 
In order that this crisis ma\ In* met scjuarely, boldly and ettic'c*! i vely , men 
who arc* aln'udv trained are nc'cc'ssary to fill uj) suptuior administrative 
offices But instead, .Sir, I finci that the ( lovernmc'iit is ado]cting the pcdicy 
of importing milituiv men without an\ <‘X])encn<‘c ot civil administration. 
Ordinarily, an officer ot c*itlier tin* Proviiu'ial or the Indian ('ivil Service 
re(juir«*s at least two coinjiletc* year*s’ training before tliey can be entrusted 
with 4 mv rc*s[>onsible w-ork Will not tin* military otficeis now being 
brought into the civil admini.stration re(|uire this training K Without it 
the}' will only make confusion worse confounded and it they are to be given 
this training they will become during the period of emerg<‘ncy out of all 
responsible work. 

I repeat, Sir, that the (iovernment wiiich is bent on making this ex])eri- 
meiit is not doing justice either to the people of Bengal or to its own officers. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Mr President, 
at the very outset 1 would like to make it absolutely clear that on principle 
I am definitt'ly against importation of ofhc'ers, military or otherwise, to this 
])rovinct*. There was a time when Bengal used to lead the whole of India. 
The greatest of Indian politicians once declaretl “What Bengal thinks 
today, India thinks tonmrrow”. Not only in politic^ and literature but even 
in the Services Bengal used to lead the wbob* of India. 

It is a fact, Sir, tliut during the earlier part of British rule when the 
Hindus acc<*pted fort*ign domination a.-' a fait nrcompli the Muslims 
boycotted not onl> Engli.sh education but also State Services under the 
British. As a result, tin* British (amsidered the Muslims Bengal to be 
‘‘an'h rebels" and shut them out of the administration of the country. But 
of late the Muslims also have changed their policy and are now* getting their 
rightful s^lare in the administration. Hue to transfer of capital from 
Calcutta, Bengal has already been deprived of many of her privileges and 
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if in normal circumstances officers are imported from outside, progress of 
our proviiue will naturally be haiuj»ered, Viub»vibtedly, we are passing 
througb bad days, but that does not gt> to ]>rove that Hengal cannot produce 
sufficient nuinbers of young men to fill up the cadn* of the Indian Civil 
Service. So. if our (tovernment accepts the general jxdic’v to imi>ort officers, 
Hindu Bengal will be relegated to the background and tin* growtn of Muslim 
Bengal will be Htiflerl. But, Sir, before 4ii<aj>j>roving of the action of our 
Government — we must remember lliaf if a popular (iovernmerit and our 
Government we slmuld look into the einono'itaio es wlnt h ciunptdltHl them to 
accejit oflicern fnmi outside. In the cas^ ol St'rviees also in other cases, 
the theory of demand and supply op«‘rat(*s. \V<* all kni»\\. Sir, that all of a 
sudden file Government <»f Imlia stopp(*d reeruitinent to tin* Indian (^ivil 
Service and flu* Indian l*<dice St'rviit*. As a resolt, our Governiiu*ni have 
been deprived of their annual tpiota (»f 1 (’.S. .md l.l‘.S. men. At the same 
time, due to emergency and tlu* (litiia! 1 o(m 1 situation, deinaml for high 
officers has increase*!!. Only t)ne departno'nt, iiaimdv, the ('ivil Supplies 
Department, has absorbt*d hundri*ds ot nur best otlirt*rs inclutling several 
members of tlie Indian (’ivil Serviie. And there i*. doniand f«>r even more, 
Bengal Govenniu'iit trwNl tlieir utmost to cojK* witli the situation. Sir 
Nazimuddiii madt* a statenu*n1 the otht*r ilav that jfroiuolioti from tlu* Bengal 
(’ivil Ser\i<a* to tlu* listed post>< had be«‘ti well ahii\e the a\eragt* for the lust 
two years; wliile there was a jiroposal that about oO idlirei's of the Bengal 
Junior Civil S4‘rviee should hi* promoted teinjiorai il\ to (he Bengal (’ivil 
Service* and l7o ((‘tnjxuarv proniotinns had been made te the Bengal Junior 
Servit'e from the Bengal Suhordinatt* Serxiee*'. And imt only that, Sir; in 
many big subdivisions we find that Sub-Deputy ( ’(dlectois are currying on 
the duti(*s of 1h(* Subdi visi<ina I (Mlic(‘rs. bawNer'* )»a\4* )»e«*n appointed as 
Magistrate's. Jtetir4*(l oflicc'rs have* h(*en reapp<Mn(ed tt) till u]> r<*.sj»onHibb* 
I» 08 if ions. 

When. Sir, all tlu* source's liave be*e*u «*\ liausleel , our ( iov(‘rtimcnl had no 
other alternative but to lf»ok e*lsew'lu*re. It hu'^ be*<*n sugge*st«*<l that (iovern- 
ment oug-ljt to have* re*cruite'd me*n from our province* aiul giveoi the'in appoini- 
ments after jiroper training. But tlu* epu'stion <»f training doi*s not arise* 
here, because* necessity demaiuK trained nu'ti. lle>avy de'putation to tlu^ (’ivil 
Sup])lie.s Dcpartnu'iit have ulr(*ady re*iuiere*d the* slate* of the* ge*iu*ral adminis- 
tration ])re'carious, J’his is wliy the* imjmrlation of military oiiice'rs trairu*<l 
in Syria and other jilaces was agreed to. Kxtraorelinary situation always 
justifies extraeerdinary iiu*asiires. We* also e*an support this as an e*nH‘rge*ncy 
measure. Wliat in after all tlu* nuinbe*r of officer'^ to be importe'd? The? 
(’hief Minister has declare‘d something like* one* lHindie*el. We have* been 
told it is a “purely short-term r(*jnff»rc<*ment scheme* (*\te*n<iing for a perioel 
of e)ne year”. We liave* also geit the assurarue* that this arrange'nlent, W'ill 
not adversely affect tlu* normal exjnuisifui or pionmtion of oflic{*rs in the* 
Bengal Junior (’ivil Service and the Bengal ('ivil Serviee*. 

But, Sir, we must not forge*t that the* Government ejf India have stopped 
recruitment of Indian (^ivil Service* and Indian Beelie'e* Se*rvice with a 
view to the appointment of w’ar canelielates anel they have under considera- 
tion the question of strengthening the* (b'vil Service in India on a long-term 
and all-India basis for duration of tlu* war and for some* ye'ars fbereafter. 
When this scheme and other all-India schemes for post-war e*<'onomic indus- 
trial and educational development will be given effVet to, Bengal is bound 
to suffer. 


I W’ould request the litmourable members ojiposite* to consideT tie is point 
calmly and oppose all long-term all-India schemes before critif'ising .s/iort- 
term scheme for emergency, for their own Government. With thene* words, 
T oppose the motion. 


Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Bir, I ha.l no inicti(i..n ..f i^ku,^ nny 
part in the debate today. Bnt Mr. Clarke’.. Hi.e<-ch l.a. 

words. There is a Persian proverb 0«r-i-Ounahbn<J 
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few 
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tae azgunah ast^’. It meanii that if you commit a bad act that is bad enough, 
but if you ])ut forward an excuse for that it is worse. I am not aware of 
the details of the administration and I mu.st qiiot^ another Persian proverb 
to justify — if justification k possible for the action of Government in this 
case: ‘Giamooz-i-Sultanut-i-Khe»h ra Khusruwan danand'% meaning the 
necessity or secrets of their administration is known to the Kings them- 
selves. The Chief Minister considers this recruitment necessary. 1 do not 
want to criticise him but when Mr. Clarke gets up and supports this action 
of Government and in doing so he gives a left-handed compliment to the 
BengalecH, 1 think I njust demur. The cry of efficiency in the administration 
of this country has been raked and more efficient men in administration have 
to he im]»orteil from r)utHide — that is what Mr. Clarke said, I Ijelieve. 

Well, when w'e have got so many (efficient men here in Bengal, wdiy 
recruit military men from outside}' I presume military officers have 
absolutely no exj}erience of administration. Tliey do not know Bengal, 
they do not know the language of the country, they do not know the manners 
aiul customs of the j)eoj)le liere, still tliey are efficient! Mr. Birendra 
Kishore Hoy (^howdhurv lias said that even the I.C.S. peojde have to 
undergo training for a jicriod of two years hefon* ttu'v take up any resjion- 
sihle pf)sts. But here the military officers are reli(‘ved of their military 
works and tliey come to administer us straightaway and we are expected 
to he very much obliged to (iovernment ! This is a -state of things w^e 
cannot understand. (Government are recruiting military personnel for 
civilian posts while there is a dearth of military iiersonnel in the army 
itself. [ should think tliat these army offii'ers who ar(‘ being sjiared are 
unfit for military servici*. (The FTon’hle Khan Bahadur Saiykd Mvazzam- 
rmiTN FfoSAiN : They have stopped n*cruitment to the Indian Civil Service.) 
T have no charm for tin* Indian Civil Service and the Hon’hle Minister 
himself also knows nimdi of the I.C.S. ])eop]e. He should not have any 
charm for the I.C.S. people also. At iiresent there are (10 per cent. Indians 
in the I.(hS. cadre*, and I.(\S. does not necessarily mean that they should 
all he rt‘cruited from the military. So that argument iloes not hold good. 
What about the* recruitment of lawyers to certain posts, as has alreaely 
been referred tor' It is true that some lawyers have been recruited hut 
there an' many still who are doing nothing. They <lo not refjuin* any 
training. They are* pe'Ojde (»f tlu' e*ountrv, they have ht*en eelucateel here, 
ithey d(*al with the (*uses of the* people* eit this ]>i eiviiu'e*, they know the 
weakness anel the* stie*ngth eif (‘harae ter of the pi*o]>le here, they know how 
te) deal with the* peeqile. Gf cenirse, the* Civil Supplies Department is taking 
every available man we can sjeare: why, nedmely knows why? I am not in 
it. But it w’ill he elifticult tei accept the ])osition that tlie Civil Suj>plies 
l)e]nirtment is starving fe>r men. Mr, Clarke> has said that in the Depart- 
ment of Food Supplies we w’ant officers from outside, perhaps to ce)iisume 
them or what? T say it is very wTemg indeed. We proeluce the foe>d 
supplied here but w'e canneet distribute them! To say that Bengalees are 
not competent or that Indians are not comj>eteut is very bad. If that is so, 
then all tliese .shouk and cry for local .self-government bet'ome meaningless. 
If yon can recruit officers for civilian posts, then you can as w'ell recruit 
Brigadiers as Cabinet Ministers (Mr. W. B. G. Laidi.aw : You won’t like 
that). It h as been stated that military officers are being recruited tem- 
porarily. I do not believe it. We all liave heard about the ‘*thin end of 
the wedge”. If is going to be that thin end of the wedge. From j>ersonal 
experience 1 know’ how* military officers recruited as temporary District 
Magistrates eventually retired Divisional Commissioners. And at that 
time there wms no question of dearth of officers in this province. Sir, I do 
not wish to dilate further on this point. But I must say that this is a move 
which is not a popular move. I will not go so far as to say that the 
Government has committed a mistake. Ordinary people would say that 
Governnient would be committing a mistake if they imported military men 
for civilian posts in Bengal, but I say that it will be a suicidal poucy of 
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Governmeut, As I said before, 1 do not know what their reqiii remen is are 
in this respert, and so I would not go to the length of opposing them in this 
matter, but 1 would much prefer that tiovernment had taken the nou^oftioials 
into their coniideiu’e before they took smh action as the}’ have taken. 

AihadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Mr. PresidanL 
Sir, I support the motiou moved b} my fiu-mi Air. Lalit ( handru Dus. I 
do not look at this question from the point ttf view o| Mr. Dus. 1 do uoi 
ask: why 100 or jiioie military otticers art* einplo\t‘tl in the (-ivil lXqiaj:*t- 
ment of Bengal when there in unemplo\ incut among the t‘ducalt*d civil 
population of the jirovince. 1 look at tin* nin*>tion tr(»in a dilb'reiit point 
of view’ and it i.s this; As there is a talk td compromise between the 
Congress or the peojde of India ami the British ( iovt'i nnu*nl , tliey w ant fu 
keep the key positions in their hainls in ^pitt* o1 ill M*t t ii'ineiits. 'riiup is 
wliy the}’ intt‘Md to take eih‘cti\c mea*>uit*s to counterait this move even 
after the war and so the\ are sending iIn'sc mihlary ofliiors to the I'lovince 
of Bengal in the lir^t inslaiiie. We an- not reHuin hut Neiy juohahly the 
India t>tii(‘e made this proj) 0 ''al to the (iovernment ol India who in its turn 
passed it oil to tlu* (iovennnenl of Bengal. 'I'lo*} hav** readily act'epted 
the proposal and alter this acct‘j)tame hy the (io\ cnimont of Bengal, other 
provinces also will ftdlow suit. 'Fin* presi'iit pronosal is to send a contin- 
gent of 1(10 uiilitary men to Bengal temi»oranl> . Hut no time-limit of their 
stay in Bengal is It may be lor a limited period oi om* yi*ar, ten 

years or, who knows, it may be for evcT. 'Flit* tiovernment Harly who are 
in favour of Ibis scli<‘me \er\ probabl\ do not lealise its full implications 
and 1 would reqiu'st tli<*m to think over (lie matter seiioiisly bc*loie .tlu*y 
dt'cide one way or the otln'r. W’illi tb(*s<‘ woids, Sir, 1 wlnde-lieartmlly 
support the motion mo\(*d by m\ lionoinable lii<*nd Air. Halit Chandiu Das, 
and I iiojie that my lri(‘nds opjiosite ‘ w ill also disujijuovi* ol tliis proposal 
and support this motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to sujiport the 
motion that has lK‘(‘n movi‘d by in\ friend Air. Lalit ('hundra Das. I rn*ed 
not read out the motion again, b<*eauHe it is well-known to tin* member^ 
of the House, but 1 would like to reli*r to one or two jmssages Irom the 
stateimmt of the llon’ble the Cbiet Miiiistt*!’ wbieh b<‘ made the other clay 
in conneidion with this matter. Sir Nazimuddiii said that their demand 
for officers was so great that in spite of promotion fiom otlu*! s«*rviees and 
recruitment (joxeinment had got to liave at least oflieers from ih(* 

military. The Civil Sujiplies Dejmrtment has exjianded so mueb and it 
requires so man} otfiei'is that it would be imjiossible to fill the |)o.si.s with 
the men t}je\ have. I would reijiie.st the honmirable mt‘mbers to murk tin* 
word “imjiossible” in the statement of the iJon’ble the ( hied Alinister. 

Next, I would refer to tlie que.stioii us to whetlier this pidiey is a short- 
term polic} or a long-term policy, because I find that there is some amount 
of misapprebeusion in the mimis of the iionourable members with regard 
to this matter. The Hon ’hie tlie Cliief Minister stated that owing to the 
stoppage of rei.Tuitmeiit to the Indian Civil Service and tin* Indian Police 
Service, with a view to the apjiointiuent of war candiilates in the vmiancies 
in these Services the Giivernmeiit of India had undiT consideration the 
question of strengthening the (.'ivil Serviia* in India on a long term and on 
an all-India basis for the duration of the war and for some years thereafter. 
Here I pause for a moment and 1 would request the honourable niembers 
to mark the words “for .some years thereafter”. Then again, I refer to 
another passage in the statement of the Hon’ble Chief Alinister wliich is 
still more surprising and seeni.s prejudicial to the interests of the office/ s 
in Bengal. The Hon’ble Chief Minister stated that Mr. Dash, the Chair- 
man of the Public Service (’ommi.s.sion, Bengal, had been placed <m sp/e/ul 
duty to investigate the relative urgency and importance of the demands 
by the various departments of Government and reinforeement ijn<lei *e 
scheme and on the basis of hi.s report the Government <d India nai »<*e » 
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approached for 93 officers — 75 officers to fill I.C.S. posts and senior B.C.S. 
posts and IH to fill I.P. posts. Now, Sir, I have done with the Chief 
Minister’s htatenient. 1 would now request the honourable members of 
this House to (jonsider the seiioU'.ness of the situation and the position 
which the lion’ble Cliiet Mini.ster lakes in this statement. The Hon’ble 
Chief Minister states that it is inij)ossible to fill up the posts wdiiclj he 
requires with the officers whifdi he lias |^ot at present. I would like to know* 
from the llon’ble Minister wliut eflorts he made for the purpose of recruit- 
ing' these 93 or 100 otlicers’ posts which he requires. I understand that he 
requires these posts for the Civil Supplies Department 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There is too mucli humming in the 
House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If I am mistaken, Sir, I 
may be corrected but I think I lie stahonent indicates that the officers are 
re([uired for tlie (’ivll Sujijilies l)(‘partmenl , N«»w', I am glad, that 
Mr. Clarke has spoken and I am glad to find that it was Mr. Clarke’s spetali 
that provoked my friend Khan Bahadur Moniin to speak in nqily to that 
H]>e(*ch ; otherwise possibly we would not have heard condtonnatioii from the 
other si(h‘ of the House in such clear and unmistakable tmans about the action 
of Cioveinment , although ha\ing legard to his position in that Party he had 
to soften down seme of his w'rath whem Ik* ('iidial l»y saving •something which 
he thought was n(*c(‘ssarv in order to support (iovermnent. 1 find tiiat lie 
has gone awa\ and possibly he will not appear again today. 1 submit that 
so far as the jiolicy is concerned the Hon’ble Clnei Ministm' slatt*s that in 
Bengal lie has not heen able to find 93 olliceis to till ]M)sts in the ('ivil 
Supjilii's Dejiartment whicli he wants. 1 submit lliis is a slur which he 
has cast not on Bengal but ujion himseli as well, lit* has cast an asjier- 
sion on the members not only of his own community but on the entire 
Bengalee population. 

I can assun' the honourable members that i‘Vt‘n among the Muslims 
they will find not 93 but 900 men who could till up tin* jxists vacant in tiie 
Civil Supjilies Deparimmit creditably. So far as tlu? Hindus are concerned, 
1 need not say anything more. I submit that tlie statement oi the Jlou’ble 
Home Minister, to sa> the least of it, has bt‘en made witliout tlie least 
cuiisideraiion for his countr^imui and ioi th(‘ pi‘ople of Bengal. T submit 
that this is a sm'ious asjiersioii u|»on the province of Bcuigal as a wdiole. My 
honourable friend Mr. Mohd. Ilahibullah Cintwilhurv just now' said that at 
one time Ihuigal was leading India on all niattios and the saying was that 
w’liat Bengal thouglit tmlay the rest of India thought tomorrow. I am not 
going to take my slaiul on this laM-ause my Kunqiean trienils may not accept 
that as true. But 1 can say this much that the peojdi* of Bengal have shown 
their merit in the Indian (’ivil Service and in all the dejiartmeiits of 
(b>vernment and it has heen admitted by ]a‘ople in very high quarters even 
in England and America and in otlier parts of the world tliat Bengalees can 
do their jobs eiiually, if not better than others. If that is the jiosition, I 
submit that it is clear from the statement of the Chief Minister that it was 
the present !Miinslrv which made this reipiest. There is another aspect of 
the question which 1 would like the House to consider. If the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister really thinks that he has not got sufficiently well-equipped 
officer.s to fill up 90 or 100 posts, does he really think that he is advancing 
the cause of Bengal — nay of India Today he is in the Muslim League 
Party where they are claiming Independence for India. If he is of opinion 
that there are not enough men to fill these appointments, he should admit 
that India i.s not fit for self-government. The Hon’ble Chief Minister should 
have thought seriously before be took up this attitude. As a matter of fact, 
it ie not u true fact. Even the British Government, Mr. Churchill and 
Mr. Amerv, are of opinion that India is fit for self-government but that 
the only obstacle which stands in the way is that they are not able to 
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present a united front. That is the only ditficulty which is being pointed 
out by Mr. ( hurchill and Mr. Aiiiery. There is no question that tn«y are 
not fit, no questii>n ttiat they are not able to gi>vern India if left to tneui** 
selves. If that is the position accepted by our Rulers, 1 think it would l>e 
a very detrimental policy which the Thief Minister enunciuted™~that in 
Bengal w’e have not got enough ofti. » rs to till up the posts which he wants 
to fill up by recruiting men Irom the army. I tlo not know what is the 
reason for recruiting tliese army olticers. It has been [minted out by Khan 
Bahadur Moiiiin that army olticers are not tit ior these jt»bs and that they 
would he quite inetiicieiit im the jnir]>ose ior which they are being brought 
in. These olHcers have no exiieneiue oi Bengal : they do not kmov our 
language and they will not be able to do the work which is going to bo 
assigned to them for a considiuable time to come and they will have to 
depend entirely upon their subordinate ollicer.s {«.. the purpose of carrying 
out thidr work which is entrusted to thmn. 

I submit, Sir, that tin* jxilicy whicli the [iresent ( b»\ ernnicrit is adopting 
for the recruitment of army otticers from outride is not a scnind policy and 
there cannot be any siipimrl from this side t)l the Moose. 1 app«*ai specially 
to the Indian membt‘rs who are s\ipjM»rting the (tt)ve! imnoi t dial tliey slnmld 
not siijiport this suicidal jiolicy. If thex supp<»rt this pnhc\ . it will sound 
the deatii-kncll of ilu* jirospects of (he oUn ers <»t Bciitral. \\ should protest 
against this policy comhincdly and mdin c tin* jocsent ( invent iiient to recruit 
otficers trom Bengal alone. 1 would further ie(|uesi (In* (tovernment 
sujiporteiN to sup[>ort this motion which is not a mol ion of no confideiK'e 
against the Ministry but is rcall^X meant t<» assert do* rights nt th** t)Hic<*rH 
of Bt*ngal. Mr. Lalit Thainira Das has [>oiiil(*(l out (hat it would be 
detriiiU'iital to tin* interests of tin* oflic<*rs of Bengal and wmibl intensify the 
unemploMiient jiroblem in Bengal. 

^iow, as legards the appointment of hiwv(*rs to tin* eivil posts, I can 
assuri* dn* Ibm'bh* Miiiist(*r that if in* want.s ltd In* will g(«l DIM) from the 
Bar. 11c lias already recruited lawyer-Maglstrates. li he inalo*«H an attempt 
to get more lawyers, he will In* glad to find many lawyers wlio will do creilit 
to tin* posts they will lx* ajipoiiited to and disi harge their jobs more ellieiejitlv 
than the military personnel. Sir Naziinnddin ongld to know that it would 
be a dangerous [loliey which In* is inaugurating. As a imdli'r of fact 
l?engalei‘s an* at a disiourit (‘very when*. No [irovince has reqm'sted Bengal 
to send men there. Why (dlicers friuii outsidi? should eoim* to fill tin* jmsts 
here ? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr Br(^sid(n1, Sir, \ 
congratulate my friend Mr. Ijalit Thandra Das on his bringing in lliis 
motion Ixd'ore this Jlon.se wbicli is of a far-reaidi ing coriserpienci* to B(*ngal. 

1 was also glad to hear tin* sjx*e(‘!i of the licader of tin* (\)alition i'artv, 
Khan Bahadur AI. A. Afoiniii, who ha^4 suj»port(*d tin* vi(*vvs oi tin* Djiposition 
and lias rej)li(‘d effectively, jirobably more efbxtively than we could do, to 
the speech of Mr. (larke. The polic y of the (foverumerd is to bring certain 
army officers to this province to fill some civilian ixists and the [irevious 
speakers have* dealt with the matter in minute details. T do not intend to 
dwell on those jioints any more. The views whicli have been ex[)ress(‘d by 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, Leader of the ('oalitioii Party, in regard to 
such a vital matter wliicli concerns both the Hindus and the Muslims, is a 
healthy sign and if tin's is maintained, I think the [xditical salvation of 
India w'ill be w'itliin an easy distance. It is regrettable tliat (iovernm<*nf 
did not consider the pros and cons of an important matter like this liefore- 
band. 

Sir, I am in doubt whether or not these military personnel have been 
tbmst on Bengal Government. It is impossible for us to know wh.'it ih 
the secret behind this proposal. It may be, as the Leader of th'* f DuliUon 
Party has said, that some inefficient military officers are being d/n>wn over 
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to U8 or I abtould think that the officers who have become fatigued in thia 
war are coming to Bengal to enjoy their leisure at the cost of the Province 
of Bengal. In any case, army utficers are being placed in charge of the 
administration of a province of which they know nothing. 

Even the European l.C.S. officers, when they are sent to this country, 
have got to undergo a training in the matter of office procedure under their 
own subordinate officers. 1 personally know of European I.P, officers being 
])ut under a senior Indian JLleputy Su]>eriutendent of Police to learn office 
procedure for six months. After the training he became a .superior and 
asked the said Deputy Suiwrinteiident of Police, who taught him office 
procedure to call him “Sir”. So it is useless for us to discuss how these 
ofhcers will be efficient at all. 

As for corruption and bribery, it is not unknown in the Military 
Department, liather we would n<jt be untrue if we say that the Military 
Department in war time has been the hot bed of corruption. In the lust 
war, a large number of European military officers were involved in a bribery 
ease which is (luite well-known, and these officers had to go back home on 
retiring furlough. My Euroj>ean friends very ])robably know of this case. 
So Bengalees uih* not the only persons who are liable to corriij)tion. With 
these words, I support the imition. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: May 1 Hj)eak for a few moments? 
Mr. Clarke’s speech seems U> have been to some extent misumlerstood by 
the House. In the tirst jdace, please allow me to j)oiut out that he spoke 
throughout of army officers. There are many, nian> Indian officers in the 
army but no distinction was made in his remarks as bet\vt*en Euroi>can 
officers and Indian officers. 

The next point is this: that a good deal has been said about army 
ciiliciU’s having no experience of administration, but 1 may say that that is 
one, of their luincipal lessons, their whole business is administration. Let 
me in this connection take the example which you must remember the 
llon’hle ('hief Minister gave us only two days ago. Fie told us-this is 
no mailer of opinion but a matter of fact — he told us that out of a compa- 
ratively small number of army officers, both British and Indian, 12 had 
actual experience of food administration in Syria. (Mr. Laut Chandra 
Das: (Viuditions in Syria arc quite different.) May be, Sir, but 1 ask you 
to consider if, when you arc sick and you send for a physician, you enquire 
wlicthcr lie understands the language you speak, or you enquire whether 
he h as experituice of the eomjilaint from which >ou are suffering or when 
the provima’ gets into a mess like iLdid last y(‘ar, is it not the niost sensible 
thing to send for people who had actual expcrieiu'e of u similar situation 
quite recently? Let me also refer to the wonderful ami noble work which 
was ilone by army doctors during the last famine in the wav of providing 
medical relief. (Mr. Lai.it Chandra Das: That is altogether a different 
matter.) . If Khan Bahadur Momiu were here, 1 would have asked him if his 
memoiy is so short that within b month.s he has forgotten all that, if he has 
forgotten the fact that there were .sections of the province which got medical 
relief to the distressed such us had never been known before; and not only 
that, nobody has ever heard anybody saying anything but good of the work 
whic h the army did on that occasion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I support the motion of my friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This special motion of my friend j3ri8tle8 with 
difficultit‘s and lias to be viewed from many points. Bengal is now in a 
sad predicament and her future should be our prime consideration. Any- 
thing else should be subordinated to that, I had occasion a few days ago 
to refer to the recent statement of Dr. B. C. Roy that two crores of people 
are suffering from diseases. 1 have just a suspicion that the Council gets 
tired of the same thing being repeated here again and again. But we have 
come here for business and for doing this we are paid handsomely out of the 
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provincial exchequer. I feel flattered because I find that. T«.rd Faringdon 
in the liords debate on India referred to tins very statement of Dr. B. C. Boy 
considered tlie piv »t round whieli all our lejEfislative 
activities must move If the.se two crofes of people die. the future historian 
will that while Bengal after ue year’s terribb* experienee <if famine 

was still buriunjr with distress and suffering, the Nertts of the provinee were 
ftiicliinjaf in an air-Conditioned le^jj’islat ive ehambt*r. Fb»w to save the raceP 
1 hat should be our primary loueeni. If it be proved t'onelusively that 
peoplT* cannot be save exiept by the import of armv tdheers. 1 for one would 
mipport such procedure. Even if edmate.i Hen-ale,. hhnJrmof, vouflis, 
Hindu and Muhammadan, are depriv,*,! of some posts of Deputy Magistrates 
and Sub-Deputy Majij’istrafes for a year or two on tliat ai’eount, the more 
important consideration of the suftVrin^r and (1,‘aih of tens of ihousands 
should weijrh ^^ith us and lead us to a<,‘ept the prripnsed arnin^eiueiit 
cheerfully. -Things have come to sueh a pas< in Hen-al that all imlieations 
con\ ev the impression that r,'plue,*ment of th,‘ pr,‘N»*nt t\|»e of permanent, 
offieers from the Indian (Mvil Service ineludin- its Hritid. meml»,‘rs d(»wn 
Suh-Insjiector of 1 oliee is hi^jchly <b‘sirable. ^Plo* ap],outtment of army 
officers provides an opportunity in that dir,‘eli<»n. East year th,* s,‘rvices 
rendered by the military in famine reli,‘f w,*r,. sph iuli<l Endei the elrcum- 
stances one uould ordinarily wide, urn* th,* propo.sed an iuiyeni,*!it . Hut the 
causes of im'fhciency of th,* Servi,*es h,*r,‘ lie d,',*per. A con apt, conuiiimal 
and capricious Ministry at the h«*a,l has demoralise,! the Sen iecs. A Ih-puty 
Ma^i.strat,* in a far-off di.striel knows that th,* (“iitetion of his future 
appreidatiiui will not b,* his ,dliei,‘my but th,* dej^i,*,. of assistane,* lie ('an 
render to the paity eaueu.s that rule.s at th,* moim'iit. V\’li<*n a ^liiiister 
visits th,‘ town, the former will h,* busy s,*eui‘ini^ addressi's of w,*leotm* for 
the ^iiesf from th,* mun icipalit v, district board o? a hod\ of Hnnkt'vs. IE* 
knows that if he can do tliis succwsfuHy , he will be in the j^food ImmiKs of 
the Afinisters u ho in th,*ir turn w’ill publish in the “Hen^r-,] \Ve<'kl\’* 
photo^^raiihs of a lai>:,* ^•af h,*ririff welcominjr p,,pnlai Min!st,«r Mr, so ami 
so. As re-nrds the normal hard day-to-day work the Deputy .Magistrate 
knows tliat he can ncjrlect it. with impunity. I have hear,! fiom a retired 
Sill, divisional Officer who rose to be an actin- District Ma-istrati* that even 
a Siib-Hej»‘istrar (‘annot be transferred without tlo* int,‘rfcrcne»‘ of th,* 
Afinister or his Chief A\ hip who is ^uid,*d by ('ommunal considi*Tat ions and 
w’ill s«*lect >food centres, whicfi were so lonj^^ re-arded a.s rewards for 
meritorious work, for men of his owui cfunmunity. The Imlian ('ivil Service 
is well-kiiow'D to us. We mu.st admit that in the past it set up a hi-h 
standard of purity and efrieieni'y in administration. Hut with tin* in- 
au^furation of the Montford Keforms it underw,*nt a , ]lant^^e. W’e remember 
how many Hritisb members of this .Service n‘.sijrm*d then and otloT Hritish 
membeis Iiad to be jiarnpered wdth Eee concessions. The Hritish rnembers 
with honouralile excefitions who .still have th,* wliip han,l from the 1 1 iinalaya.s 
to Caiie Comorin have never be,-n known for their symj,athv with Indian 
a.spirntions. One will not be far wronpr in asHiiminjl: that they feel that 
they will lose nothing if democracy lie diMcr,‘,lite,l in this country. Th,*y 
are ther,*fore sittinjr on the fence. Hut this attitude on flie part of 
liermanent Serviees which constitute the ‘‘steel frame” in the administrative 
system not only in this country as once described by Mr. Fdoyd Oeor/r,. ]>ut 
everywhere else on earth, cannot b«* helpful to a poor country which lias to 
maintain these white elephants. Such attitude may wmrk with tolerahle 
injury in fair weather but is positively danf^erous ili a time of famine or 
war or both. A.s re^^ards the Indian members of the I.C.S., they an* n, if her 
Indians nor Euro]>eans and nowhere in last year’s famine could tlicy jushfv 
the heaTv salary bills on their account. Amon^ tliem, of cone's,*. ;,** amonir 
tlie British members there are honourable exceptions. Sir Thnnia*^ Itnthrt foul 
whose transfer last year from Bihar to Benpral was not mm f, rcli'-h^'d ever, 
W Con^srress organs and who rendered yeoman’s service to jhi-* prnvirxc ,n 
tne short time at his disposal is such an honours Fde exception, ffe it was 
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who accepted khadi dress from Rajaji in Madras. I have ^ven the etiology 
of the administrative breakdown in Bengal which now calls for a large 
drafting of army personnel. In Bihar the same I.C.S. is vrorking whole- 
heartedly. 11 a j)atrioti(‘. Ministry come into j)ower here, it ran hold the 
bayonet of resignation at the head of the I.C.S. in case it pursues the policy 
of sitting on the fenre any further. We know Mr. Amery’s concern t(> show 
to America that democrar^y and autmiomy is prevalent in so many provinces. 
The I.C.S. will work then in right earnest and seize us in Bihar last year 
rice and jaiddy stocks wliich now remain hoarded all over tin* province 
Bl)ecially hy those wlio own more tlian 100 higfias of land and wliose number 
lias been growing for some years and has been accentuated as the result of 
the famine. I'nless that in done, tlie situation will not im])i‘ove. If that 
be done, the juice of rice will soon reach the figure of Hs, 11 as in present- 
day Bihar. If the Ministers w'ere not week and subservient and could give 
up their jfd>s any moment like the ends of cigarettes, the I.C.S. w’ould work 
and tliere would arise no need of imjuirting army men here. Taking this 
view of things, 1 wholeheartedly support the motion. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Sir, in the course of this 
debate, iw'o reasons have been advanced fr>r th(‘ -step taken by the (lovern- 
ment. One is the jirevalence of corru})tion. Tlie second ground is that 
Bengal lucks sutficiciit efficient officers, M^ith r(*gard to tht‘ fiist ground — 
corrujitioii — it is no jirevaleiit in Bengal that it has attracted tlie notice of a 
comparatively Tiew’cotner to th(‘ Province like His Kvccllencv the (lovenior 
of Bengal. But corrujition w’ill not be <*radicated simjily by bringing in 
high officials from tlie military. Corrujitioii has entered into tlie core of 
our syst(‘m. It is now more jin'valent in the higlier circb\s than in tlie 
cadres fxdow'. I need not jiroceed furtlier \i])()n this matter lanause it is so 
very widl known, or ratfier notorious. You (‘nnnot root out iht* corruption 
by recruiting some* military otficers from outside. His Kxcelbmcy the 
(iovernor has reijuested the ])eo|)le to rejiort instances of (“orrujition and bring 
in wntness(\s to prove them, so that the canker of corrujition might be 
eradicatc'd. IVo doubt, trained Bengalee ofHcers have been taken aw’ay to 
ditVerent dejiurtmimts, but lber(‘ are still enough honest and efficient young 
imm in Ifeiigal to till the reijuired jiosts. But in supjiorting the motion 1 
do not, disjiaragt* the w'ork dime by the military during last year's trouble- 
some days in Bengal. Tlie military did yeomen's service during the terrible 
famine and their work was highly apjireciated. Their w’ork wms really 
extraordinary. There was, however, thi‘ -shadow of war then overshadowing 
Bengal. In those circumstances, the advent of the military was not unwel- 
come. The su]>]n)rt that I am going to give to the motion is not due to any 
want of apjireeiation of the services of the military. The (jiiestion rests more 
ujion princijile than ujion the ifeai’th of exjierienced men. Hamine is far 
fading away; the military situation is improving; the jobs are reoeding; 
Assam is already (deared ; Burma is being balf-cleared. The fear of w'ar and 
the danger of invasion have all gone. In fact, if you examine the reper- 
cussion of the new’s of ilu* war on tbe share market, you would be at once 
struck with tbe extraordinary strength that first-class shares are disclosing 
for the lust one month and a half. 

Tht‘ extraordinary circumstances and the difficult vsituafion which called 
for tlie emjdoyment of tbe military for civilian work are absolutely gone. 
On a question of principle, therefore, it is impossible for us to agree to a 
inx)i>osul like this. If you apjwint some militars’ men, probably tbe fringe 
of the services where there is corruption would be improved; 
but it will be no real improvement of tlie situation unless you 

put in some military men at tbe very centre of the Government. 
Now, Sir, discipline is ab.sent from anything connected with the 
food administration. Honesty has left the place and the remark 

that w’e have just now heard from the Lender of the Govern- 

ment Party, strongly criticising the Government in this respect and support- 
ing the motion, is revealing. I do not know what the members of the 
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Goveniment Party will do. There is the voice of their Leader speakinj;? 
one way and there is the voice of another leader speakinjf another way. 
There is absolute bn'ach <jf discipline in their ranks. Then* is corrtiplion; 
but there are .still Jionest men, if you will only select them, I support the 
motion on the ground that Benff,d posscrsses suHicient ability, sulHcient 
honesty and sufticient (apacity to supply olfiiers of the requisite standard. 
With these few W)r(ls. Sir, I support tlie motion. 

Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAiN; Spoke in I nlu. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The dehate has not concluded. So 
it will be taken up on the next Special Motion day. The House now stands 
adjourned till ‘.i-lo p.m. on Monday. 

Adiournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-1 o p.m. on Monday, the dint July, 

1944 . 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[28th July, 1944.] 


iltiiibtrt abstfit 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 28th 
July, 1944:-- 

(1) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Ileza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(5) Mr. 11. W. N. FerguBon. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kubir. 

(9) Muulana Mohaimnad Akram Khan. 

(10) Mr. AWlul'Latiff. 

(11) Rai jlaliadur B. M. Maitra. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholauubish. 

(1.3) Mr. N. N. Mookorji. 

(14) Mr. R. ]*al (diaudhuri, 

(IT)) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(lb) Dr. K. S, Huy. 

(17 > Rai Bahadur it. B. Roy. 

(18) Mr. S. N. Saiiyal. 

(If)) Khan Bahadur M. Shain.'.^uz/.alia. 

(20; Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzamaii 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE CX)UNaL DEBATES 


First Ssssion, 1944 — No. 68. 


Thk CorNciL nu*t in the liO^islative (^lianilnT 41 ! llie Lo^islutivo Build- 
ing, Calmitta, nn ^fniuiay, the Jilst 'Tul^, Hi44. at ‘.J-IT) p.in., th«‘ sixty- 

eighth (lay ol iIh' First Session i»t‘ 11)44, pursuant to section of the 

Government oi India Aet, 19dl). 

Mr. PiN'sideiit (the Hon'hh‘ Sir IliJoY S 1 N 4 .JI l{o> . K.r.i.K.) was 

in tihe Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Strike in the Indian Rubber Manufactures Ltd at Lillooah. 

247. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: {a) \Vill Die llon'lde Minister in 
charge ot tlo‘ < 'om nier< 4*, Lahour an<l Imlustrii's Department ]m‘ ph*ased to 
state it lie is avvar<* tiiat then* has he(*n a strike of tlie wnrkj'rs at the Indian 
iluhher Manufaet ures, Ltil., I.illooali, since tin* lOth .)ul>, l!)44y 

(h) Is lie a\\an‘ lliat a iu>tic4* et tin* ‘'triki* uas sent ti* Do* Management 
ot the <(»mpan> <m tio' 'Jthh .luio*. 1!)44. and Do* eop_\ o\ Do* notice was 
lorwarded to Do- Lahoui Comml'^sioner ? 

(c) Is h(‘ uNsaie (hat Do*rc was a strike in the said i‘oncern in Decemhor, 

1 l)4d y 

{(/) Is he a\Nar4‘ that Do- said company has reiumtlx introduct'fi a shitt of 
t(‘n houis })(•! day iiolminig oio‘ hour ioi titlin inst<'a<l ol tlo* usual s>hift of 
4‘ight lioiiis jici da.\ including halt-an-liour for tifliny 

(c) Is he a\vai4- that the M anag-4*no‘nt of the companx' did not allow the 
shitt <lulx xsnrkeis to resume dutx since drd dulx, 1944 'r* 

(/) ])o»*s h<‘ pio])ose to d)t<'(‘t an 4*u(|uiry hx Do* Labour rommissiondr 
into Do* grievances ot tin* xvork(*rsy 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin) : (n) Yes The 

strike actually startl'd on Do* drd duly, 1944. Some of the workers who did 
not join tlic slnk4‘ on Do- -ird dulx, 1944, did so on the lOth duly, 1944. 

(h) and (m Y 4*s 

(</) ddo* conijianx inlUMlnccd a sliiit of 9 hours «*\<duding the jauiod of 
r4‘^t t Torn the drd dul.x, J944. in tin* phoa* of a shift (»f lo)urs excluding 
Jest ]M*riod 

{t) t)n the 4tii dulx, 1944. the strikers liad rejmrted for work hut as they 
refused to work mon* than 7^ hours, work wa.s not starkMl. 

(/) The matter was taken up hy tlo* Labour ( Vunm issioner and as no 
satisfactory s<‘tD(‘m(*nl couhl Iw* n'ached it has been ri'ferred for ad judicaiion 
under rule Si A ot Do* l)et4*ne«* of India Rules. 

Mr, K, C. ROY CHOWDHURYS May 1 ask th<; Tlon’hle Minisli'r if 
be is avxare tliat an\ work in excess of 7i hours ha.s to he paid for as over* 
time ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, K, SHAHABUDDIN: 1 would not like to expn'.ss 

an\ opinion on this que.stioii us it appear.s froiri m.x reply in (f) th/it the 
matter has been referred for adjudication. 

Mr. 8RISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: How long it will tuk4» to 
complete the adjudication? 

170 
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The Hon'ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: It will take its usual course. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 have an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: Y es, 1 have considered your adjournment motion 
and I am afraid I cannot ^five my consent to it. The position is this — it is 
an expression of (»pinion hy Sir Naziniuddin as Home Minister on a situation 
that i.s long" over. At best, it is merely a po.st-mortem analysis of the situa- 
tion that is lon^ pu.st. So I do not think it is a matter on which adjournment 
of* the House could be justified. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it your final rulin;?' on this ]M)int, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, as a simil ar motion was negatived 
earlier. J do not move the next motion on lh(‘ list which stands in my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House will now resume further 
consideration of* the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move ; That in the 
proviso to sub-clause ( 7 ) of clatJse b of the Bill, the words beginning wdth 
“fiubject to a maxijmim” in line 8 and ending with “derived” in line 12 
*be omitted. 

Sir, 1 do not think any speech is necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in the proviso to sub- 
clause ( 7 ) of clause b of the Bill, the words beginning with “subject to a 
.maximum” in liiu' 8 and ending with “derived” in line 1*.^ be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, a ceiling is 
necessary where expenses are concerned. 1 ojijiose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ([uesiion before the House is: Thai in the 
proviso to sub-clause (7) ot clause b of the Bill, the words beginning with 
'‘subject to a maximum”, in line 8 and ending with “derivo(r‘ in line 12 
be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. ( hakn iverfi, will you please wait a minute? I 
was trying to find out whether there has been any decision on an amendment 
like the one you are moving now. Well, I find that there are several 
amendim*nts like the [ueseiit one. So, the House? having already given its 
decision on similar amendments, you cannot move this amendment. 

Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: But here it is a little bit 
different. Here I am suggesting that the iierson who ket'ps his accounts in 
a proper form and gets them certified by Accountants should get some 
allowance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You want to increase the concession further? 
Well, then you move it. 

Mr. SRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Sir, I beg to move: Tbat 
in clause b of the Bill, in the first proviso to sub-clause u), for the words 
•‘twenty per centum” the words “twenty-five per centum” be substituted. 

. Sir, the proviso to clause 6, sub-clause (7) runs: — 

“Provided that in the case of an assessee who can produce his accounts 
audited and certified to be correct by an Accountant, and at the 
option of such assessee recorded in writing the allowance shall 
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be, instead of such sum, the actual cost of collection incurred 
during the previous year as determined by the A^icultural 
Income-tax (Hficer on the basis of such accounts, subject to a 
maximum eiiual to twenty per centum of the total amount of 
rent or revenue which accrued to him in the previous year in 
respect of tlje land from which smh rent or revenue is derived’*. 
In this case, Sir, as the proviso is worded it gives discrt'ti(ui to the officer 
to fix the percentage in the end. What 1 propose is to enable the officer 
to use his discretion to the <‘xtent of jut c«*nt. if lie is satistie<l in regard 
to the manner in which the ae«‘ount is maintained and certitied by the 
accountant, as ]>rovided in the Hill. So f think. Sir. (Oir d<‘inaml is very 
moderate and 1 Iiojm* tin* TTon’hle Finance Minister will acc<*j)t it. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAN ABISH ; Sir, I support this 
amendment on the simple ground that when (In* accounts nt an assessce are 
really audited, wc can find out what legitimate <*.\|»cns(‘s ha-^ laaoi pro|)erly 
incurred and their remains no room for douhl that this ha.s been actually 
incurred. If tlie assessee lias actually incurred cxj)enses <*\(tHNliug ‘Jo ]>er 
ceitt. and if it is ])roved heforc the Income-tax oilict'r hy audited accounts, 
then only the limit sliould In* nj) to Jo per cent. M\ snbniission is tliat if 
really an asse‘*see produces betore the ln(‘oinc-ta\ (Hliccr audited accounts 
with pi’oper vouclicrs and acbluccs a (dear proot that l)c ha*' actually incurred 
more than Jo per (‘(‘nt. (d expenses, then the Income-tax (ttliccr should have 
the discr('tion to allow the (*xi)enses up to a limit of the maximum ot J5 per 
(;ent. 'Pwinity pel' ('ent. se(*ms nuilly too low. You cannot really foresee 
the actual ex])ense iin'iirred in agriiuill iiral ])ur'<uits There may be eiieiim- 
stani’es whert‘ an ag-riculturist may hav(‘ to sp4Mid im»rc than JO p(‘r cent, or 
more than Jo j>er C(‘nt. So, if l<'gitim.it(t‘ <*\p«'nse> are to he <b*duct(‘il, the 
audited acc(mnts should liavc soni<‘ sp«*« ial advantage If it is found that the 
expense ratio wiMif up higher than J5 per cent, then there is no reason why 
you should not give him at h‘ast llie maximum of ‘Jo ]»er cent, allowance 
Vhich i^ not unrea>^onalde With these remarks, I suppott the amendnouit. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: We have made 
allowances for all asses.sees k(‘eping accounts properly. 

Mr, PRESIDENT, Older, order, 'rin* (piestion belote tlic House is: 
that in clause b of the Hill, in tin* first jiroviso to sub-clause (7), for the 
words “twenty jicr centum” the words “twenty-five per centum” be 
aubstituted. 

The motion lieing put. a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result 

AYES—#. 


Ral Bahadur K. C. Bantrjea. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartf. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 
Mr. L. C. Dat. 

Mr. N. C. Dana. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddfn Ahmad. 

Mr. Masbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurut Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzamaii Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chotidhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Hablbuilah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 


I Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

' Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

j Mr. N. N. Mohotanablah. 

1 Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

( 

NOES— 30. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozario. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur S. M. 
Hoaaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoteain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hottain. 

Mr. W. B. 0. Laldiaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhiasur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 6. Sattar. 

Or. Katiruddin Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Mouse li.-i.s riiv/ded. The 
’^Ayes” being 9, and the “Noes” 20, the amendment is negatived. 
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Mr. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: 1 I<«k !o Ulove that in clause t> of the 
JJiU, the ton to the first proviso to Nuli-t-laiisc {7) l*c louitted. 

Sir, this uioendincnt freeks to extend tlu* hcnefit of the allowance to tke 
generalitx of the asscssees who keep their accounts in the traditional 
inaniHM' and < anno.t employ registered ataountants enrolled in the register 
of accountants maintained h^ ilie (entrai (jfivernment under the Auditors 
ijertificat'C Rules, Hid';!, or iLe holder of a ii'strictcd certificate under the 
liestri('t(*d < Certificate Jiules, iHdCJ, or a mejnber of an Association of 
Accountants recognised h\ tin* ('tmtrai Jhuird of Revenue. It is not 
possible for the sake ot <‘conom\ for a c’Oinparatively small number of 
peo])le li\ ing in villages oi sulxlivisions or distriit towns to requisition the 
sen’i< es of registered accountants who gciierall\ carry on their business in 
Culcutia. The elV<‘cl of this clause as ii stands will b(‘ that those who have 
a large agrit iiltui al income ami can, therefore, afford to take the help of 
highly qualified accountants — they will get the benefit of this allowance of 
'ZO iHU" cent, as the cost oi collection; while the jroorer jieople W'ill get only 

the allowance ot lb per* cent. As tire number of smaller assessees is muen 

larger than the bigger ones, tin* Bill will prove a veritable engine of 
oppression to them. Moreover, this unscientific and crude piece of legisla- 
tion will theii be not for tire benefit of rlie j>eopl(» but for tin* benefit of the 
Ministry and its suj)porters. Since tin* time i>f the discussion of tbo budget, 
we fiave been crying o,urs(‘lv(*s hoarse tliat the lieav\ exjienditure iru'urred 

on account ot tlie “grov\ -morc-tood campaign” has resultrnl in a big zero 

and Wo are glad to find that wliat w c had said mouths ago as admitted by 
the Stofcsf/Hin in its issire of ‘^bth rnstant. it said that the “grow-nrore- 
food and \t‘gclable campargrr umbutaken by tlu* (iovmrunent wbicli has 
cost the jHibiic I'Nclu'quer* laklrs ot rupee> siiu'c 15141 do(‘.s not aj)p4‘ar to 
liuvi* \{'\ juodiui'd aii\ appreciable imjrrovenu'nt on tlu* general condition 
and the .sujqilics are continuing to be far silu>ri of tlie di‘maiid. J f no 
iangil»le imjirovernent could be nrade, why this taxation rm'asuri* i-' ('lause (1 
provifh's ioi' an allouaiu’e of all <*x pendituK* actuallx incurr-ed for the 
income. It is common e\j)(*ri<*nee that books of uci-ounts kept in Bengali 
or ati\ other Indian language b\ ordinarx sor/nir.^, who have no knowledge 
ot the iMiglish language, not to sjreak »>f lu*ing a r'egist(‘r(*d aeeountaiit, ar(‘ 
a(‘c<’ptt‘d h\ tlu* income-tax oftii'er as accurate and trustworthy. Why should 
tiuue b(' a costly standard ot accruint in this iamnu‘-ri(hlen landy If tbese 
account^ pass throiiHij the serutinx of tlu* a«-countants and ar<‘ found to be 
uecuratc and t rust u orth.x and if tlu‘;\ art* found correct by tlie Income-tax 
officers, tlum why irisisf on such a cosfly )>r-oct‘d ure ^ With these* words, I 
nioN t* irr> anu'iuinu'rit . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Aim‘ndment rnovctl : that in clause (j of the Bill, the 
fo flu* tirst prttviNO to sub-clause (T) he ttrnitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, the speech 
deliveifd h,\ the lioirourable member is in respect of some other amendment 
uTul so it is not to the iioint. 1 ojipose tiie amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The (|ue'tion befoit* tlu* House is: that in clause 6 
of tlu* Bill, the h.rphnidt ont to the first proviso to sub-elause (7) be omitted. 

The motion being ])ut, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— 11. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 


Alhadj Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. MohoUufiabish. 

Mr. A. 0. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


NOES— 20. 


Khan Sahib Farfduddin Ahmad. 
Mr. Mosbanhuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur i^hmad. 


Mr. Suitanuddin. Ahmad. 
Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 
Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 
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mt. D. L. Barui. 

Mr. Moaziemmli Cliowilhury, 

Khan Bahadur A, H. Chowdlniry. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibutlah Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mrt. K. D’Roiarlo. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M, 
Hotain. 


Mr. Latafat Hosaaln. 

Mr. Mohamed Hosaaln. 

Mr. w. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollaffk 
Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 
Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Or. Kasiruddin Taiukdar. 


Mr, PRESIDENT* Order, order. The ITcmse has divided. Th'e 
**Ayes” heiii^ 11, and the ‘‘Noes ‘20, the aniendnient i.s negatived. 

KKan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. I 1 h'^ io n.ove that in 
clause (» of tile Hill, iu the K.rphnuiii*tn to tlie pros iso to suh-elause (7), 
for the word and inverted eominas “ ‘ A(‘eountaiit’ ” tl>e words and inverted 
eoiniuas “Tlo* »*xpression ‘areovintant * ” lx* svih-'t itutixl . In the <lefinition 
clause in the first sentiune tin* word “A<‘eonntant” sli(>uhl lit*ein with a 
small h'tter: hut as it i.s tin* first word in the sontenct*, \{ has ix*en j^fiven 
capital letter. So T have attempted to insert tvo words Ix'fon* it, s«) that the 
rules of Iejjfi.slati\ e eti<|uette arnl thoso <»{ f^raininar would Iu* reeonciled. 
In tin* circuinstaina's, 1 think this amendnn‘nt shouhl ix* acct^pted, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment ino\e(l; lhal in elauso (> of the Hill, in 
the Ej plnuat ion to the first i»roviso to suh-elaiise {7). f»»r the word and 
inverted eominas ‘ Aecouutant* ” the words and inverted ronimas “The 
expression ‘accountant’ ” he suhstitutt'd. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: I op]>o.He the 
amendment. Tlie draft inj^»‘ experts eonsider the anieiidmenl tinnecessary. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The {|u<*stion h«*f(»re tin* 11 ous<* is; that in clause 0 
of the Hill, in the E.rpUnuitum tii the first proviso to snh-claiise f?'), for the 
word and irivcr1t‘d coinnias “ ‘ Acemintant’ ” tin* words and inverted commas 
“Tin* exjire.ssioii ‘accountuiit ’ ” lx* substituted. 

(The afin*ndmeut was rn*^atived.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I U*^r to move that the w'coinl proviso 
to suh-claiise (7) of clause (i (d the Hill lx* omitted. 

This proviso lays down that an assessee wln> once oxercises the o]ition of 
havin^^* an allowainx* for aetual (‘ost on the basis of liis ace.ounts shall not 
he entitled to claim the alt<‘i native allowance of lb ])er cent, ^frant.ed to 
tho.M* who do not jiroduce accounts. The need f<ir omitting: tin* jiroviso 
would not arise if t)he present Hill wx'ii* r4*asonuble and just ainl allowed all 
expenditure incurred for <?arning: the agricultural iin'ome instead of fixing 
a maxiinum of per cent. The Vrivy (’ouncil in its judgment in Haia 
Pravat Chandra Harua’s case (d4 Calcutta Weekly Notes, ]>age 1017) held 
that If agricultural income had been included within tin* scope of the 
fn<‘ome Tax Act, the income from z«*iniinluries would Iiav(* been tax<‘d uinb'r 
section 12 of the Act and that section lays down : 

“Such income, profits and ^ains shall lx* <*ompnted after making allow- 
ance for any expenditure (not ]>eing in the nature of (capital 
exp4*ndit ur<* incurred solely for the pTirpose of making or earn- 
ing such income, profits or gains, ])rr)vided tJhat n<» allowance 
shall he made on aec<»unt of an> j)ersonal expens<‘K of tlie 
assessee’’. 


The collection charges under the managemeiit of the Court of \\’ards are 
said to have exceeded 20 per cent. As the price of rice, tin* staph* foixl of 
the province, is four times the yn>rmal rate and vegetables and fish s<*ll evm 
higher, the cost of living has incieused enormously arul the cf)st ot collec- 
tion lias gone u}> cceordingl y. Tin* sircars and f/omasfas cannot w'ork unless 
they get food. Kuropean mercliants of Clive Street know how inuch wore 
they h ave tn .sp<^*rid nowm<lay« on their <*lerical staff. 

e^bn 88 a human cattle farm, one has to assure the worker a living wage. 
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If prices increase furtiher, collection cLarffes will record a further increase 
but our omniscient Government will not allow more than 20 per cent. Even 
now in numerous case.*, the cost is not less than 30 per cent. This is sheer 
injustice to the poorer section of the assessees. If, however, conditions 
improve and the pri(‘e of rice goes down, the cost of collection in some cases 
will be less than 15 pf^r cent., and so the proviso is carefully inserted in 
order that the assessees may not get the benefit of the 15 per cent. rule. 
How we wish that in devising beneficient measures our Ministers disjdayed 
half the zeal wliich they devote denying small mercies to small peojile ! 
Bengal in that case would have been a better place to live in. The Ministry 
seems not t(» have comj)rebended two axiomatic . facts, namely, that the 
income of rent-receivers is inelastic and that the <'(»st of (‘ollection is bound 
to go up and down in relation to wair-time prices. 

Sir, with these words, I move my amendment, and I hope that thin 
being a ^ry reasonable amendment, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Finance wdll accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendm eiit moved: that the second ]>iovis() to sub- 
clause (7) of clause^ G of the Bill be omitted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support ibis 
amendment for this reason that if a man submit.s an account in a certain 
form ho would no! la* allowed w'ilhout the s])ecial })ermission of I he offiior 
to chock it. It is no good saying to a man that if you decide to be born 
a man and act accordingly, you cannot th('r(*aftci‘ (diaug(‘ into a woman. 
In matters of accounting theie is no such finality or absoluteness. I submit 
that the convenience oi tiie tax-pa><*r should be consiille'd and this incon- 
venient rule sliould be changed. With these words, 1 support the amend- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Question before the Ilou.se is that the second 
proviso to sub-(dause { 7 ) of claus(‘ G of tlie Bill be oinitted. 

The motion being j)u'l, a division was cliallenged ;md taken with the 
following result : — 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Outta. 


AYE8— 10. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


NOES— 21. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddtn Ahmad. 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibuliah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 


Mr. O. J. Cohen, 
j Mrs. K. D*Rozario. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur S. M< 
Hosain. 

I Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

I Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 
i Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subid Ali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

I Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 


, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes ’ being 10, and the “Noes’’ 21, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. BIRENORA KI8HORE ROY CHOWDHURY: I beg to more 

that in sub-cliiuse (A) of clause C of tb© Bill, for all the words, figures, 
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brackets and coramas iM'jjinninp: witli the words “in respect of'’^ in line 4 
to the end of the siih-clause, the followiiijj ho substituted, namely: — • 

“any sum which was received 1>\ tlu' as.scssee in the previous y^nt*^ ns 
rent or revenue hut wliich accrneil to him Ix'fore this Act came into 
operation^. 

Sir, the object of my amendment to tins clause is very simple. It in 
but common knowledge tliiit the tenants fall very freiiuently into arrears 
in respect of llic payment of their n*nt. It is but usual in many iiistaneea 
with them to jiosijione payment of rent for two or tlir^M* years. In years 
which are especiall\ lean, the tenants are unable to clear tlieir dues to the 
landlord. After a year or two. however, vvhmi tlicir lomlitious improve, 
they either (dear all their dues, past and (uirrent. (»r ( Itnii only th(‘ arrears. 
The estate-holders have to aeee])t this arrang(‘ment in the ii^terest of the 
welfare of the tenantry. But simply hecaus«‘ the y.(‘mindar> and tahikdars 
have allowed on this ground their rent to fall int<) arrears, it will be, 
absolutely inequitable and unjust to impose taxation upon such arrears. 
This will amount to legislation with retrosm‘ctive (dT<‘(d . Siudi le/arislation. 
Sir, lias b(‘en disaiiproved all over the world on just grounds. With these 
few woi'ds, T move the umendnumt. 

Mf. PRESIDENT; AnM*ndim‘nt moved: that in sub-(daiise (S) of 
clause G of the Bill, for all the words, figures brackets and commas hegin-i 
ning with tlie words “in icspi^ t ot" in line 4 to tlu* (Oid of (hi* sub-(dauae, 
the following Iw* sul>.stituti*d , namtd^ : — 

“anv sum which was rciadviMl h\ the a.ss('ss(»e in tin' jirevious year as 
rent or leviMiiic hut whiidi acoiucd to him lieton* tliis Act caim' into ojM'ra- 
tion”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the whole basis 
of the Bill is i«*cei}»t and not acerual. So I oppose the amendiiHMit. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The (iu<‘siion b(*ton‘ tlie II ouse is : that in wub- 
clau.si* (Si of (lause tl of tie* Bill, for all the words, tignies, luackets and 
commas heginning v^itli the wauals ‘*in r(*.s]K*et of“ In line 4 to Ibi*^ end of 
the .suh-(’la 11 sc, the tollowing be sub.st ituted, naimd^ : — 

“any sum w hich was r<*c(*ivcd b\ tlu* ass<‘SKee in the previous your as 
nmt or reviume but wbif h accrued to him Ixdore this Act enme 
into opera! ion” . 

(Tlie amendment was negatived.) . 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAP: 1 beg to movt^ : that in sulv 
elaus<' (10) of chtuse G of tlu* Bill, alter the words “personal cxjieTiditnre’' 
in liiH's ‘J and d, a comma Im* inserted. 

Sir, tliis amendment lia'- evoked .some amount of mirtli In this House. 
1 believe smallei- men like us ha've to take noiice of small things like 
commas. I have found the jmsition of a comma making much difference 
in meaning tlioiigh according to the lh<*or(^t ical rules of interpretation they 
are not so leg-ardcd. But still t}M*v make a lot of difference. For tlu? confti-' 
deration of tin* House, I sliall cil(‘ an illustration. Tlicre w^as a notic>c* board 
saying — 

“ tfZrFr i” ' 

A mischievous boy removed the comma one place to the left and the 
notice now read — 

^ >itsn i” 

The translation is — “do not commit nuisance here; if you do, you will 
be punished”, 'bhe passage, after the comma is rnoved, wouW rneaa 
^'commit nuisance here; if you do not commit nuisance, you 
punished”. A comma may thus make a lot of difference in nieariiiig. 
thi§e words, I move flay amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendmeut moved; That in sub-clauae (10) ot 
olauHe () of tike Bill, after the wtirds “personal exiKMiditure” in lines 2 and 
3, a comm’a he inserted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I sunport the amendment of Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Alimad knowing? full welt that this amendment will not. 
be aceepted, as the honourable members opposite have not the right even 
to remove a com in a or insert a eomma. 

With these words, I support the ameiidnient and if it is not accepted : I 
nhall press it to a division. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAi|l; As the comma Is 
not absolubdy necessary, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause (10) of clause (J of the Bill, after the words “personal expenditui*e“ 
JD lines 2 and 3, a comma be inserted. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Oh, 1 am soit\ Noes liave it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; But, Sir. aftm- declaring that the “Aye^'* 
have it, can you recall your decision now^ 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: No; but that ua^ a slip oi tongue 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of oi-der. Sir. When >ou 
put the aniendnHOit befor<‘ the House, you m'ver take into consideration as 
to w’he'thcr “Ayes” will have it or “Noes“ will have it. You never take 
into considmation the Opposition par(> or the Oovernmtmt party. It is 
left to the discretion of the part.> concerned to ( hallenge your derdsion wlieii 
you sav “A>es“ have it or “N(M‘s” Imve it. Idiere is no rule in our- 
Council Procedure Rules to show that you can recall your decision when tho 
Government party is sleeping over it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordt'r. Ia‘t me look irjto the (jiu'stion and 
let us proceed with tlie business in the meantime. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOUDHURY; I beg to move 
that after sub-claus<* (10) of clause b of the Bill, tlie following sub-clause 
be added, namely; — 

“(11) any jkortion of agricultur;if iiuoim' other than such as referred 
to in clause (h) of section 4 spent in tlie jirevious \<*ar hy the 
assessee for (‘haidtable ])urpOvsevS. “ 

Under sub-clause (/>) rrf serdion 4, agricultural income derived from 
property held under trust wholly tor religious or cliaritable purposes has 
been ex(‘luded from taxation. But, Sir, it is not sim])ly tlie income derived 
from such trust j)ro])ertv wliir h is devoted to religious or charitable purposes. 
Every year the estatk'-liolders have to spend a large iiroportion of their 
income from piopertv wliitdi is not so i‘ar-marked to this end. In fact, tlie 
income derived from trust property is <)nl^ a very small proportion of the 
total suui wliicli is .spent by the zemindars for religious or charitable 
puryioses. It is necessary on this account that all the expenditure made by 
them under this head should he exemjited from taxation. The purpose of 
my ainemlment is thus very clear and I have no doubt about it that the 
Government will be only doing justice by accejiting this amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved: that after sub-clause (10) ot 
tdause 6 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(11) any portion of agricultural income other than such a*, referred 
to in clause (h) of .section 4 spent in the previous >ear by the 
assessee for charitable purposes.*’ ^ ji» 
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The Hoii’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I oppose the 

amendmeDt. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before tlie House is: that after sub- 
clause (JO) of clause 0 of the Bill, the followiiijr sub-clause l>e added 
namely : — 

“(11) uijy portion of agricultural income other than such as referred to 
in clause {b) of section 4 spent in the previous year bv the assessee for 
charitable purposes.” 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with tho 
following result ; — 


AYES— •. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. t 

Rai Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. j 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. I 

N0E8 

Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. j 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurui Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. I 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. j 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. i 

Mr. Mohd. Habibuilah Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. I 


AthadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jaiw 
Mr. H. D. Mazumdar. 

Mr. A. O. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


23 . 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozarla. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M* 
Hotaln. 

Mr. tatafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohamed Hotsain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subid All Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

Or. Katiruddin Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Ordei, order. The House lias divided. 
“Ayes” being ft, and (he “Noes” 24, tiie aiiiendnienl is negatived. 


Now. a" tc^.;af(U tin* a nnuidnietit n^ganling wliicli I made a mistake in 
giving my decision, I have considered tin' point. VVHiat I really meant wan 
“Noes lia\(‘ it”. I di<l not mean “Ayes have it”. It was mendy a slip 
of itirigue on m\ part. 1 find it stateil in sub-rule (<S’) of rub* Hof tbe Bengal 
l^‘gislative ('onncil Procedure Buies: “If any member enters a lobby and 
discoveis either before or after voting tliat lie has I'ome to tbe wrong lobby, 
he shall iinmeiliately inform the President and the Presiilent may in bia 
discretion allow' the inemher’s vote to the expunged from the division jist of 
sueh a lobby and he entered in the divisifin list of the lobby in whieb tbe 
Tnemb(‘r desire<l to vote, pmvided that sucli a mistake is brought to the notice 
of the President before the result of the division is dtMlared.” 

In this rase, I leally meant “No(*h have it” but it was jiurely a sliji of 
tongue on my jiart. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will \(»u kindly allow' us to discuss the 
point, Siry 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If you will kindly permit me to start 
discussion on the point, I would like to say that the analogy pointed out by 
tbe Chair wifli tlie recording of voles in a wrong lobby doe.s not hold good 
in respect of tlie pre.s<*nt situation. It is not at all on the same lirn* and on 
all fours with the present ease. Now', Sir, what you actuaIl^' meant ituiy 
Ixj a different proposition ; but W'hat you ucdual ly ntteri'd is tlie only 
that matters in this matter of “Ayes” and “Noes”: liecanse it is not always 
that the Chair has to say “Noes have it”. It may oceasionaJJy he that o 
President is eallml U|)Oii to say “Ayes have it”. The fact that both P“ 
present in the House have got the inherent right to ehalieng*^ ® ” 
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of the President goes to show that it is actually the utterances of the 
President that really matter — for no party can divine what is actually in 
the mind ol the President. When you. Sir, utter any one of those formulae, 
whether by mistake or deliberately, there is the Government party sitting 
0 there and the Opposition here and they could easily challenge your utter- 
ances. If the Government party did not challenge your announcement, 
it is not our fault. If we knew that it was by mistake on your part that 
■*‘Ayes have it” was uttered by you, then we could have called for a division. 
After the words “I think the Ayes ha\e it”, the words “Ayes have it” 
became final and nobody nt‘ed divine what was actually in the mind of the 
Chair. After all, it is a (jue.stion (d challenge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am just now told that Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed did 
actually say “Noes have it” by way ftf challenging my decision; that is 
what I am told by the Secretary. 1 did not hear that word : I missed it. 
I inisH{‘d w’hut he said; but the point is that I really meant “Noes have it”. 
It is a luma fide mistake on my part and I immediately corn'cted myself. I 
think that was all that had happened. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you kindly 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That is the rea.son why I did not call 
a division. You, Sir, twuce said “I think the Ayes have it” and then “The 
Ayes hav<* it”. 3'hereafter, when it wa.s pointed out that it shopld be 
“Noes have it”, you said that it was a mistake on your part. Therefore, 
J am the wrong«‘d party, t}i(‘ aggrieve<l party, U'caiise we want* deprived of 
our right to call a division. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you can take it from me that I 
realised the mistake immediately; really, it was nier(dy a slij) of tonj^iie on 
iny part. Aft(*r all, a imunbei who moves a motion or sp(‘aks on it inuy’^ say 
many things by mistake which he does not actua11\ mean and no exception 
is taken to it. I may honestly say that 1 did not nu'an what I did say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you kindly allow im‘ i.) say a word 
or tw(»y 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, yon have said juvst now tlmt tliere 
was somelxxly who (hallenged a division and that from the other side some- 
lH)dy said “no”, l)ut tliat you yourself did not hear it. Jt is not th(‘ hearing 
of tin* Seendary which matters. Wlien > on ])ut a ((‘itain aineiidment you 
say “Ayes havt‘ it” or “Noes have it”. Put. your (hadaration may l>e 
challehged hy calling for a Division and it slionid he <lone immediately 
after what you say. The word “no” does not matter. If a division is to 
be called, the words “Noes have it, division” are to he uttered. In case 
there is no challenge, yon for the second time say “Noes have it” or ”Ayes 
have it” as the case may Imv We are told that the word “no” was uttered 
after you finally declared that “tlu‘ ‘Ay(*s’ have it”. Did he utter “no” 
immediatidy after yon said “Ayes liave it”y Kvidently, he did not <*all 
fora division: othei'wise he would ha\e < halh'nf»e<1 it in a regular w*ay — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Orde r, (U'der. Ft was a case of a honn fide mistake 
on my part and I think there should be jio controversy over this matter. 
The Opposition should not take advantage of a mistake on the part of the 
Chair. Y^ou have every right to challenge a division, so have the Govem- 
numt. I take the res]K)nsihility of the mistake on myself. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, w’e are not going to take advantage 
of your mistake. It is far from our intention to do so. On this point I 
entirely agree with you; hut the question is: whetlier you are mistaken or 
whether you are right is absolutely immaterial. You passed a verdict and 
everybody has a right to challenge it. But in this case without challenging 
it they submitted to your verdict. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh»4 I n>ally iiic^ant wa« “Xoois hav'e it’\ But it 
was a slip of ton^*ue and I said "Ayes havo it 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that had hoon tho caso, we would 
hare called for a division. We havje Inst our ri^ht to ask for division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVell, there are precedents: we can go hack to the 
clause ag’ain and put it to vote. In the ^oney-Ijonders Bill 1 tind that wdien 
there was .sudi a mistake, the whole danse was |)ii( to vot:‘ th uovo 
is what I find. With reg’urd to Mone> -l/cntler-' Bill tlu‘ lloust' proceeded 
w'ith the discussion of this Bill Indore ohlainin^; tlu‘ previous consent ot the 
Governor under section >• It 'vas put to vote ami th«‘ President 

declared and then it was found that the Governor’s nuiseiit N\as not taken. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In that <’as 4 ' it was done ht'canse it wa« 
the unanimous wish of the House, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When such a mistake occurs, it is always a 
bona fide mistake. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, whether you have done it 
throufrli mistake or not will really ht^ of no h(*lj’ t<» us. In this pnrtiexilar 
case the w'holi* tliii\^“ lias i>c<‘n (piitc' rej^ular so tar a*' our Kules |^o, I find 
from (uir Buies that after a (jueNtion is ])ut, tin* Presid«*nt shall ascertain the 
views of the House* on an ann'ndment hy askinj:;' wind her “.Vves will have it 
or “No(‘s” will have* it. If tin* elecision ot “.Vy»*‘' ni “Noes * is not 
challen^^ed 1»\ any im*m])(*r of tlie parties com «*rm*el, the Presiehuit 
announce's his decision. Aft(*i" the lesult has been announceil, \yhether it 
IS due to uii.>takt* oi dm* to an r»ver'«i^lii is not tlie (jiiestion. 1 he only 
epiestion i*' : wlietln r it can la* i<*-opem*<1. As re*}jrards judgim'nt in a 
court, fin* mistake* e*an he* r(‘<'t ifie*el hy .i InViicr trilninal: hut in e*ase of 
proce*ee]in^*'s in a I i slat ure* tlie Breside'iit nowhere* has Ix'e'n j.fiven the 
ri^fht to r(*view his own announee'im'iit . It is not a epie*stie>n of mistakes 
it is a f]uestie)ji of tin* lionour eif the* Hemse*, it is a e)Ue*stie)n of tin* tradition 
of the Heiuse*, it is a eiuestieiii eef the' privil<‘|^e*' of the House*. As soon as the' 
pronounccnicn I is made*, it is final. The euily reMm*ds tei re‘cfify lliis mistake 
IS to .send tin* Bill to the* othe‘r Henise*. If yeoi. Sir, \e)urse*lf gn to ren’tify 
the mist. ike, tln*n that wenilel he cre*atin;r a danp-rems ])n*e*edeiit . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I think Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta referreel to inherent ri^hl. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: No. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, e very trihunal has ^^ot an 
inherent ri^ht arnl it is sensihl(» tei emrree't a decisieui. If a .Judp;<‘ finds a 
mistake, he e-an e»*rtainl\ eMirre*ct it when it is a elerieal nrisfake*. So, 
here su])pos(* a mem her eit tin* Jfeiuse* ^e»es and vote's in a w'rong hihhy and 
then eemie.s tei the (’hair tei say that In* tias <*e»mmil ie‘e] a mistake hy voting? 
Ill file Avron;^ hddi\', then tliaj mistake can he reetifie'd. Tliis ABG eif law 
IS known to e*ver>'l>()ely , In this ca.se* also you say. Sir, that this has heem 
done tlireiugli mistake. Tlien'fore, the honourable members of tliis Houses 
should be sensible, tbey slmuld mil be irrational, they must take* a rational 
view of tlie matli'r. Thi'' is almost a technical inislaKC. It is evi(le*nt that 
you want eel te» say “Neie.s” havw* it but you actually said “Ayes” liave it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, you are the cu.stodian of tin* rightn 
and privilef^es of tin* House. Now, it is a right of the other siele to sa> “.Ne> 
when vou say “Yes.” Supposing instead of saying “Yes”, hy ruistnki*. you 
actually utter the worel “No”, neither of the parties here <*an krmw wlmt was 
in your mind when you uttered the word. If there is a misttike* 
procedui^ to .show that you e un go back ujion it. If a convention is e /«« ^ . 
a great difficulty will follow. There are two parties and each party nas me 
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riRhi to challenge and when ihat mistake was not challenged and since you 
are the custodian of our rights ainl privileges, jdease do not creaW a 
convention. 

Mr. SULTANUODIN AHMED; So far as this question is concerned, 
as soon as f(»r tlie first time you called out “Ayes have it”. I stood up and 
said “Noes”. You did not eatch it hut the Secretary did. Y'ou then 
realised your mistake: so before your utterance had heroine final in this 
House you realised your mistake and gave us your correct decision. This 
cas(‘ is inucli inoK‘ favourable than the one eited by iny friend, Mr. Haniidu) 
Hu(( ( 'howdhury . Tlmt is a much more serious position than the i)re8ent 
one. In this case wliile you were still on your legs and before you finished 
you realised your mistake. Your eort‘e(‘ted utteranee, nani(‘]\. “Noes have 
it” uas final atid that <le( ision eannot he eliallenged. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, onlei- I hay(‘ candully eonsiclered the 
matter 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, f wislj to say a few Word« 
in this e(umeetion. 'With regard to the question of liond fidtt mistake, I 
do not challenge it. '(’h(‘ fa<‘t that <me of m\ fri<*nds on tne (lovernment 
side actually uttered “Noes ha\c it” \ihich uiifor tunatidy vas not heard 
l)y the l^'resideut, must be accepted. The only wav a l'r<‘sident can commu- 
nicate his d(‘cisi(ui and iiiNcst the decision with finality is by a word of mouth, 
and whether the l’rcsid(*nt is right or wrong, his decision is absolubdy final. 
So fai as the decision of tht‘ Ibcsident is conccrmsl, the only opy>ortiinity of 
ehallenging it is jit the first atinouncement .Vftci- the first armouncomfuit 
some time is given, and bomuirabh* meinbcjs on both sid(*s should be quiU* 
alert, and if, in th(‘ opinion of any member, a wrong announc(*nu*nt is made, 
the im*mb«u’ may at once chalh*ng“e it ; but J havi* nev(‘r heard that tin* second 
arinoumaMiKUit, whi<'h is the final decision, can be chalbuigcHl. The rule is 
that the President’s ruling is final; \\heth(‘r it is right or wrong, <loes not 
matter. In tin* ei reumstames, \our ruling that “A>es havi* it” has the 
stamp of finality. It <*aii be eorreeded ami there art* provisions for it in the 
Act. If the amendment is a<‘eepted in this Hous<‘, the only constitutional 
way of correcting it is to semi back the Hill to tlie Lowin' House. Now, in 
the circumstances, sour ruling is final. I'he very finality which attaches 
to your ruling is an anss\«T to tlu‘ vii-w that is propounded. Therefore, I 
submit I bat tlie Piesideiit's din ision, givon rightly or wronglv, is absidutely 
final. In Ofay’s Parliamentary Practice or in tin* rules, or in the collection 
of the rulings of the lat<* President of this House or in tlie rolleetion of the 
rulings in flu* (Vntral rjcgislature you will never a find a ease like this that 
the President’s ruling (‘ould he <-hallengt*d and corrected on the ground that 
it was wrong or given by mistake. The President's authority is supertor to 
all these things. Tie is above mistake and alxive wrong. In the eirium- 
sUiiu'cs, his ruling is absolutely final and it eannot be eorrei'ted. I place this 
matter before you as beiii^ a matter of serious technicality and a matter of 
law. Tt raises a very interesting constitutional question, and you have got 
to decide it as best as you can. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have verv’ (‘arefully (oiisidered this matter and T 
agr(*e witli you that the President V ruling ought to he final, jirovided it 
is a ruling which he really meant to utter. The word that I uttered in the 
present east* was Tiu*rely a slip of tongue and so it cannot be interpreted as a 
ruling. The usual method of ehallenging a ruling is by ehallenging a divi- 
sion. Tfen* in this ease a division was challenged but unfortunately I did 
not catch it 

Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DAS: Then there is an end of the matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Has. you need not repeat all those things again 
and again. 1 am disposed to hold that the i’hair has tlie inherent right of 
at least correcting a slip of tongue on his part ; if the Chair had not got that 
right, things would l>e impossible. 
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Mr. SRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Alay i say— 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. ( "hakiavorti, you kiu>\v Vfiy woll that 'w lion the 
€hair is (»u Ins ho sho\iJil not hv int. rrupiotl . llowVvor. I would like to 
coii'iidor the matter further I an^ not prepared to vom'I up inv mi.stake 
by Rivin;*- an arhitrarx ruling. J vxant to w,‘i^-h this mattei very earefully 
and try to Hint out pieeedents one way or the other and shall ^n've any final 
ruliup or decision in a eouple of days’ time 

The Hon*bie Mr. K. 8HAHABU0DIN: Max I sprak a teN> words, SirP 
Just now y(>u iniormed the Hotis*- that xaui «d»scr\fd that the de< ision or the 
ruliu^r was a slip cd tonj^nie on yotn part .nu) then' it ended detinitidy 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8s No', jio. In* <lni in»t sax an\ sueli thiiiff. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: i iu ('hair said that it waj<i a 
miBtake on its part and that the deeision should be “Noes have it’*. Thert>- 
fore, 1 do not know, Sir, if after ^ivin«,»' a eonsidere*! ruline it is open to you 
to reconsider your decision. You. Sir, have pointed out that the (Uily filing' 
that the (’hair can do umh'r siu'h circu^U'^tances i.s to t'orn'i 1 any iuisfako 
whii'h has been <lue to a slip ot the tongue. 1 am not a laxx.x<*i ; but as a lay- 
man tin* thing ajipears to me t<i be xerx siiujdi* and I do not Iviiow why such 
hair-s])litting aigunu'iits should go on «»\ei such a sim|>le matter. laxi 
us now take tlie situation as it has actually happened. ^ on }j;ot up from 
iht* chai!'. Sir. and in giving youi decision \ ou f)ernups nneonseionsly uttered 
xxords xxliich \ou did not mean, ((’ries ol «di, oh. tioni the (tppositioti 
bemdu's.) Sir, it is not a «juest,ion id erving “oh, oli*'; if tin* ( )p]>o.Hitioij 
lienclies ciy, “<di. <di" in t h is ( on nec I ion , then peiliaps thex mean to iloubt, 
whether the lb*‘sidi*nt aitnally made .i /b/c mistalo*. I say, Sir, that 

tli(‘ (’hail ulleicd iliosr words n neoiisr lously and it jn\ triemls on ifie other 
-.ide dll not aiiept tliat statement, then llo‘\ aH‘ inconsistent and it in no 
Use argninji with them. V«ui haxe said. Sir, that you uneotiseiously uttered 
the words “Axes have it” while the thing that you really meant was “No(*s 
haxe it ' It Is a i|nestion of fact. ( I ntoirupt ions. ) Well, Sir. if th<‘y go 
on inter I upt ing like this, I do not mind As soon as th()s<‘ winds eamt‘ out 
of your monlh. my frii'iid Mr. Sultanuddin Ahinerl imimuliately ehalbmged 
your ruling by irxing out “Nfies have it*’. (Mr. L.xi.n ('ii\Ni>n>\ Das: 
None* of us on tliis side beard it.) It I undeistuud arigld, Sir, it is Ibe 
established practice in this House that in eballenging Ibe verdict of the 
<]^hair instead of calling a “division” always the eonirarv phraseology is 
used, namely, if the ('hair's decision is “Axes have it’’, it is m<*t l)y the 
challengi's oi “‘Noes have it”. Thai is the ]>rac1icc. Sir, of calling a division 
eve^ywhe^^ but recently Mr. Mazuindar has taken to the practice of calling 
“division*’ instt'ad of actually using the contrary e\])ression “Noes have it”. 
Actually, Sir. xour verdict of “Ayes have it“, xvas immediately cliallenged 
by Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed am] Uvo others. (Mr, Hariux.s IMa/uxidail: 
The (’hair did not bear it.) Tt is not a question of liearing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you must allow I lie llon’ble Minister 
to .speak xvuthout interruption. 

Th0 HOf1*blo Mr* 1C, 8HAHABUDDIN: As 1 bav'e said, Sir, sucii tbinga 
do happen quite unconsciou.sly and when you gave your verdict “Ayes have 
it”, as you did and as in doing so you were under the impnvssion that vou 
were fironouucing the right verdict, you did not realise that a chaJIeiige had 
come from this (juarter. When this was brought to your notice, yon, Sir, 
very rightly declari'd that by mistake you uttered the words (hat you did 
ana mentioned exactly what actually did happen. 

Mr. 8RISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the Ifon’ble MininUir 
putting words into your mouth, words which you did not um*. 
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The HOfl’ble Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am stating only the facta, 

arnl not cliHiorting tliem like my friendn. Immediately after, you said 
“Noes have it”, and the Opposition are distorting 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: On a point of order, Sir. The Hon’ble 
Minister has said that the Opposition are distorting facts. I take serious 
objection to it and unless- and until you decide that point and ask him to 
withdraw the expression 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Shahabuddin, J think you should withdraw it. 

The Hon’hle Mr. K« SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I bow to your ruling and 
withdraw it. But I submit that I was not saying anything unparliamentary. 
As J was saying — immediately after you said “JSoes have it”. That was the 
final word. 1 was going to say that it was lulmittedly the rule everywhere 
that if a mistake is corrected in the same breath, there can be no objection, 
f may tell you that in games refrees are allowed to correct hona fide mistakes 
ill im])ortant games where there are heavy stakes. Here, Sir, what you 
have doner' You said by mistake “Ayes have it” and immediately your 
attention being drawn to the mistake, vou gave the right ruling that the 
“Noes ha\e it”; and when the matter was turther sought to be diseaissed, 
you said that “that is my ruling — Noes have it”. How, then there is any 
room for fiirthm- consideration. In this epnnection, I may just recite an 
incident which took place in the other place 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVhieh place? 

The Hon'ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN; f think it is the parliamentary 
practice to <all the Assembly “other jilaee 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, w’hat happened in the Assembly haa 
nothing to do with us in tliis House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the difficulty? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Ilon^ble Minister w’as referring to 
what ha]>pene(l in tlu‘ Assembly. I object to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I think it is permissible to 
refer to the incidents that take place in the Central Assembly and in our 
Assembly. Sir, in support of an adjournment motion, as you know, 50 
members are required to rise iu their seats, and when the members rose the 
Opposition objected. The Secretary then counted the number and found 
that 48 members had ris<‘n in their seats. The Speaker said that the 
requisite number 

Mr. SRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is it allowed, Sir, to give 
details of what happened in the Assembly? Many times you ruled that there 
should l>e no mention about the incidents in the other House — there should 
be no mention of the proe(‘edings of the other House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I most humbly submit this 
by w’ay of illustration and for your consideration 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Shahabuddin, I fully understand 
your point. Please sit down 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have finished; only a few 
seconds more. Now, the Speaker declared that as requisite number of 
members bad not risen in their places, the motion was out of order. Imme- 
diately that de» ision was challenged and it was found on second counting 
that more than 48 members were ]>resent 

Mr. SRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can the Ilon’ble Minister give us the details of wliat took place in the other 
House ? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Shahabuddin. you may better not mention tbe 
roferenoe to the other House and simply state the farts. 

The Hon'hle Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Now, v^ir. my first point is that 
you first ^ave your rulinjr immediately your attention was drawn to the 
fact when you ^aid “Ayes have it”. Tlien a^ain, hearing Mr. I-iilit Chandra 
Das and some other hon'ble memhers yoii ajjfaiu j:cot up and said that the 
amendment was lost. Therefore, after all th«*se, I do not think the matter 
is still oj>en to further consideration. 

Mauivi MD. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sir, as soon us you said 

“Ayes have it“, you realised the mistake and in the* same breath said “Noes 
have it”. I myself and Mr. Sult^iniddin Ahmed j^ot un and said “Noee 
have it”. Perhaps our voiee did not reach yo”* ours out the Secretary 
heard us. 

Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir. you said several times 
that you wanted to hear the Opposition on this point. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y es, I wanted to hear the 0|>p(*Hition on this point. 
Now, as refrards the fact, there is no dispute that tin* t'hiiij- unconxMously 
uttered “Ayes have it“. Thiue is also no tlisptPe that Mr. Sullanuddin 
challen^eil the decision loit I could not hear him and so 1 said “Ay<'s have 
it”. That was a decision I ;rave unc«»ns<‘iously. I realised my mistake and 
T correeb^l it. Now, the point that has Ihuui tried ti> he <mj is : whether 

having- uttered that “Ayes liave it” or “Noes havt‘ it”, tin* ('hair has j.j'ot any 
ri^ht to correct even any fxnia fide mistake and on that I am inclimMl to hold 
that the (’hair must have M)me inherent rig-ht to correct such mistakes: other- 
wise it would he iin]»ossihl(‘ to carry on the husiness of the House. However, 
I would like to look into the precediuits and ^ive iny decision day after 
tomorrow. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, will you hear uh before 
your decision is *.riv(‘ny 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If necessary. 

Khan 8ahitl FARIDUDDIN AHMAD. Sir. who will call for the dis- 
cussion ? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: I shall call for it; if you want to say anything new 
on this point you may do so. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Suppose a telling is over; and 35 
is for the motion and 5 against the — r— 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. ITamidul Iluo Chowdhury, I have understood 
everything and I have not the slightest doubt in my mind that it was purely 
a hona fide mistake and that I unconsciously stiid “Ayes have il“. Now, 
as the Iveader of the Opposition thinks that the Chair has no right to correct 
himself, 1 want to find out whether there i.s any i>rer:edeni like that or not. 

iMr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, there is another point you will please 
consider, namely, wlio i.s to give the decision in the matter. I think it is the 
House and not the President. The President only declares the decision of 
the House. When the members of the House go to the lobby to vote, you 
count the votes and when you find one party in majority you declare the 
decision in their favour. The analogy of the court does not ai)i)ly here. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, you are repeating your arguments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, you meehanically announced the 


decision of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You mean to say that even tlmugJi I 
uttered the words “Ayes have it” and unconsciously too, still i 


merhaniruJly 
have no right 


to correct the decision P 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You. Sir, have no ri^ht to correct the 
decwion of the House*. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: Sir, when you said 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. I understand your point Mr. Hamidul 
Huq (Uiowdhury. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: How ran you understand me 
when 1 not spoken? f s.^y that when you said “Ayes Ijuve it”, you 

had all the lime in your mind that “Xoes ]iave it” So it is a Juma ///r 
mistake. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: ICxactly so. I have said that It) times. I quite 
Xollow you. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: As re^nuds the question of 
«ho lltln^^ who has slioiited louder, whether “Ayes" have aliouted louder or 
”Xo(Ls“ liav<* shouted loutler? That is the basis of your deci'^ion ; and then 
you jfavo an ()j)|K)rtunit \ to (‘hallen^je that decision immediately^ Aa a 
matter of fart, I vv<»nld have ralh‘d tor a division at that time- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, all th(‘st‘ points were ar^^ued in your 
ahsenee. Ii<'t us nou proceed with the discussion of the Hill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 heg- to move that in 
<dause T of the Hill, for the w'ord “Agricultural” in line ‘J, tin* w'oni 
^‘agricultm al” lu* suhst ituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 7 of the IHll, far 
the word “Agricultural” in line 2, the word “agricultural” he substituted. 

'The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; In a similar amend- 

ment I gave my reasons for ojifiosing- tlu* amendment. I oppose this amend- 
ment also. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|Utvstiou h(‘foie the House is: that in clause 7 of 
the Hill, for the word “Agricultural” in line 2. the word “agricultural” be 
substituted. 

The motion b(*ing jmt. a division was cballengt'd and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— «. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 
flal Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravertl. 

Mr. Khorshed A lam Chowdhury. 
Mr. L. C. Oat. 


I Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

{ Mr. H. D. Mazumdar. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharii. 

I Mr. A. D. Roy. 

I 


NOES— 23. 


Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 
Mr. Metbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemall Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 
Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 


Mr. D. •). Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozaria. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohamed Hoetain. 

Khan Sahib Subid All Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 

The “Ayes” 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order. The House has divided, 
being 9, and the “Noes” 2d. the amendment is negatived. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in the proviso to sub- 
Hause (i) of clause 7 of the Bill, after the word.s “hired labourers” in line 5, 
the words “or har(fad<ir$'^ be inserted. 
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Sir, I think it is not the intentiou of the Goverument that the har^ad^r 
ahould be excluded from the consideration of the question of allowance. The 
proyiao runs as follows: “proviiled that in the case of au af^ricultural income 
derived from land possessed by an individual or a Hindu umlivided family 
and cultivated by such individual or hy members of such family with or 
without the aid of servants or hired labourers or of both, the allowance admis- 
sible under this clause shall, instead of such cost, be a sum eijual to fifty 
per centum of the market value of the prodxice from such laiul”. 1 want 
titnt tlo- })(ir<j(n}nr ^bould be included in it. With these \\oi'(l>, I move my 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendnu »nt moved that in the provi.so to sub-clause 
(i) of clause 7 of tlie Hill, aftt^r the words “hired labourers” in line 5, the 
Words ”t>r hnf f/aJars" be in^ertcd. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the 
ameiKinu'iit moved by my friend Mr. Halit ('handra Das, because 1 think 
it is a ('lt‘ar omission in the clause. 1 think the Hou’ble Finauc(» Minister 
knoN^s and every one of us know here except my Kurojauin friends that there 
ia a syst(*in of euUivalion by htirrjadtir prevailing in Heu^^al and 1h(‘ Ixir/^ddar 
do(;j not iome within the dctiniti(»n of servant or labourer. ThondOn*, unless 
the words “or l)nr<uul(irs^* are added, it would mean tiial wlo^rc ciiltivators 
ha^e taken the help of harfituhira he would not ^el any d(‘(hndion at all 
Witli these words, I support the amendment. 

Khdfl Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 also rise to support the 
amendment. I think it is a (dear omission. I’here is a eustom of owner of 
land cultivating’’ himself his (ovn land or with the help of.servatits or oth(*r 
memhers of the family, 'riiert* is also a custom very common of havii»^ (Mil- 
tivation with tin' htdp of (hi r (fa dors . So there is no reasjin why harf/(j(lars 
should h(‘ e\(duded. It is a ('b'ar ca^(* of omission, as lias already bc'cn said 
by tb(‘ previttus >pea!n'r. If th(’ amendment is aeei'pted, it will supply a pip 
w'hieh has bemi left out eandessly by the draftsmmi. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 would in 
a few w'ords why the insertion of these w’ords would be (|ullt‘ ina})proi)riuto 
here. The question of the <ost of eultivation arises when the owner culti- 
vates himself or with hired labourers. When it is eulflvaled by a harf/adar, 
the harf/ndar does the eultivation and retains a portion of tin* produce and its 
cost. Til that case, it does not imdude cost and the cost .should not be deducted 
over a^ain. If the po.s.se.ssor has to siniply certain lliin^»^8, for example seeds 
and other things, such things will be allowed under sub-clause (f^). Will the 
honourable member kindly see sub-clause (9) to see the force of my answer/' 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On u point of information, 
Sir, will the llon’ble Minister clear uj> one point — whether this amount haJi 
been included in clause 9? 

Tha Hon’blo Mr, TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I cannot supply iha| 
information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin question before the House is : That in the 

f iroviso to sub-clause (/) of clause 7 of the Bill, after the words “hired 
abourers” in line 5, the words “or hargadars” be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I w^ant to move the next two amend- 
ments together. This clause 7 relates to the ])rinciple 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You please move the amendments 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Oh, I am sorry, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, mistakes do happen. 


1*71 
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Mr. KAMI HI KUMAR OUTTA: Sir, aa regards the mistakes of members 
they can always be rertified ; but as President’s word is final, mistakes com- 
mitted by the President cannot be rectified. Even the Judge cannot amend 
his judgment. 

Sir, I beg to move: That in clause 7 of the Bill, in the proviso to sub- 
clause ( 1 ) for the words “equal to fifty per centum” in lines 7 and 8, the 
words “not less than fifty per centum” be substituted. 

I also beg to move: That in clause 7 of the Bill, in the proviso to sub- 
clause (/), the following be inserted at the end, namely: — 

“or HU(‘h other higher sum as may be proved to the satisfaction of the 
agricultural income-tax authorities”. 

Th is clause seeks to lay down the principle which is to be adopted in 
assessing the tax on the culHvutors of tin? soil. As certain allowance has 
been nuide in rfvspecl of the costs incurred by actual cultivators, this amend- 
ment lias been ]>ropos(‘d with a vi(‘w to s(*e that a fair allowance may be 
deducted in assessing a tax. The majority of the cultivators are illiterate 
or siMiii-ill it erat(* and certainly they arc not <‘Xpec‘tcd to !{<■(*]) proper accounts 
of the ('.xpenses tlo'V liave to incur in tlu' matter of cultivation. As a matter 
of fact, it is W(dl luiown tlujt in our country ciiltiv.ators really do not know 
wh(*ther tlu'v really derive* any income if they include* their own labour into 
the cultivation. 'Fheir labour tlH*y do not take into account while adjusting 
the* profit. But tli(*y have to eng’age laboure'rs and in that ceenru'etion they 
havi* to uneb*rgo ce*rtain (*X])enses, T think that anuiunt should be included 

in the allowance. It has been ])rovided in the* proviso that “ a sura equal 

to fifty jier c(*ntum of the market value of the ])roduce raised from such 
land”. 1 say thiV; is neit ade(|uate relie'f. I’lie allow’ance ought to be higher 
but this proviso leave's no room for g-iving r(‘li(*f in cases like that. We all 
know the chronie* jeoverty of the cultivators of our country. AVe also know 
that the cost of cultivation is daily growing higher. By clause 0 we are going 
to tax the* ])t‘Ople who are incompe'tent to protect their own interests. As 
illiterate jieoph* k(*ep abs(dutely no accounts of the ex])enditure undergone 
in course of cultivation, it will be very fair to make T>rovision for allow'ance 
which wanild give them a good margin free from liability, and I do place my 
motion before tin* House aud rc'eoinmend it for aeeeptanee. I would apj)eal 
to the Hon’ble Minister in eharge of the Bill to aeeept the amendments at 
least for the benefits of the persons who do not keep any accounts of expendi- 
ture incurred for cultivation purjmses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Amendment moved that in clause 7 of the Bill, in 
the ])roviso to sub-clause (/) for tbe words “ofiu^il to fifty per centum” in 
lines 7 and 8, the wmrds “not less than fifty per centum” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 7 of the Bill, in 
the proviso to sub-clause (7), the foilowung be inserted at the end namely; — 

“or such other higher sum as may be proved to the satisfaction of the 
agricultural income-tax authorities”. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I like to support the amend- 
ments that have been moved by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. In doing so 
I wa)uld like to point out that the proviso fixes the allowance to an uncom- 
fortable sum equal to 50 i>er cent, of the marked value. As has been 
pointed out by the hon’ble mover, there are other expenses. The proviso only 
jncludes the case of agricultural income derived from land possessed by 
individual or a Hindu undivided family cultivated by such individuals or by 
the members of such family with or without the aid of servants or hired 
labourers. 

Nowg Sir, so far as the labourers are conceded, it is well-known that the 
rate at whio^ labourers are now paid is very high and if besides paying their 
wages thet to be fed — and it is well known that at the time of cultiva- 

tion the labourers have not only got to be paid cash but they have got to be 
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fed as well — the expenses bec*c>me more than oO per cent, and in sneh oases 
the (jultivator will nut Ik* able to I’elief from the actual amount 

deducted as allowiince. As a matter of fact, to ttmeh the prt^fit a cultivator 
should have trot possibly mure than JOO bij'has ot land and in siudi eases it is 
absolutely m^'essary that hired iftlH>UTers have ^ot to he «un|dc»yed. The 
moment xou s})eaii i>f hired labourers you ha\e ^ot to consider tlie actual 
amount spent and the a<tual amount spent will, aecordinj** to the present rate, 
go beyond 50 per ('ent, I, therefore, submit that the limit of 50 ])er cent, 
ought not to be there and tliat it shonhl be left io the income-tax authorities 
to Ik* tixed as the c‘as<* may be. With the>c words. 1 support, the umendmeuts. 

The H0ffl*bl6 Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: I think there is 

-a certain amount of confusion in the mimls of th. movi'r and the supporter. 
First of all, if actual <'ost has o(>i to be cabulatcil , tbcn‘ is no juirpose for 
providing for a pr(‘siimpti\c cost. The necessity for piovision of presurnjH 
tive cost arises only in case of certain persons who do not kci*)) accounts and 
actual ('ost cannot be calcnlattMl. 'I'bc basis of actual cost was cntiiady at 
th(‘ discndion (d the a^^cs^iMg otliccr. It may be addial that 50 per (‘ent. in 
considcKMl \crv fair in ^ it \v oi the extensive prt'valenct* ol tlic sVsitun, 

a(‘eonling to wliicb a harifuddr retains 5(t per et'n* as cost tif cultivation. i, 
ther(*fore, ojijiosi' both the amendm<*nt8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Older, oiab'r I'lie (piestion before the llonsi* is that 
in clause 7 ol llic Hill, in tli<‘ proviso to snh-elanst* (/) for the words “«‘(pial 
to fifty jier centum ' in lint's 7 and <S, the wtuals “not less than tifiy jmr 
centum’’ be subst it utt*d . 

('Phe amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jueNtnui btdore the Mouh«‘ is that in clause 7 
of tin* Hill, in the jndvi.Mi to snb-('Iaus(‘ (/), the following hv inserted at the 
end, namely: — 

“or such otht'f higher sum as may be proved to the naiisfaction of the 
agricultural income-tax ant horities” . 

(The aiiH*iidim‘nt was negatived.) 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. I beg to mov(* that in 
clause 7 of the llill, in the proviso to sub-clause (/), the folb'wiiig lx* added 
at the end, namely: — 

“besides thi* (‘ost of pnxuiring live-sto« k and inaintaining liv(‘-st(H'k and 
the cos^ of jnirchasing manure”. 


[ submit, Sir, thtit tin* jirovision vvhieli has been made in the Hill dooe 
not include thi’sc costs. As a matter of fact, I submit that Ix'sidt's the (‘ost of 
piocuring and inainfaiTiing live-sto<'k and the cost of purcliasing manure 
there are other costs which have g-ot tr» be met by tin* cnltivaior if he has 
to cultivate his land. Anyone having prm*tical experience of cultiva- 
tion in the ])rovince would know that cultivators have very oUen to jiur- 
chase live-stock for the purpose of carrying on the work of cultivation. The 
clause provides only for expenses in connection with upkeep of cattle for 
the purpose of such cultivation. The purchase of cattle is as necessary as 
upkeep of cattle and cannot be relegated to ibe position of a capitnl expendi- 
turo w^hirh is not entitled to any allowance. It would be a great hardsbip 
on the cultivators if they were not given allowance for purchasing Hvo- 
stock and also costs of purl hasing manure. We would be doing a gn al harm 
to the agricultural population of the country if we assess income-tax upon 
agricultural income on the .same primuple as the Gidian Imome-tnx A( t anr 
exclude expenses of a capital nature which a cultivat^ir hiis to Jornir in ‘ ^ 
that he may carry on the cultivation work with profit. Afajon ) hnvtt 
tivating population depend solely on their agncu/tural inemm* .//l f v:/ on 
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tax is to be assessed, many necessary works of improvement may have to be 
postponed if not jifiven up alUigetlier and that would be harmful to the 
cause of agriculture. I hope hon’ble members will bear in mind that for the 
purpose of giving proper incentive to carrying on works of improvement and 
thuN to helji the “(ilrow More Food Campaign'" it is essentially necessary 
that expenses which may ordinarily be termed as capital expenses should 
be deducted from agricultural income. 

With regard to tlie question of manure, unless we make some provision 
granting allowance for the co-^t nl purclia.sing manure, cultivators will he 
discouniged from investing large sums of money for purchasing scientific 
manure in order to increase the yield and this would again affect the “Grow 
More Food Campaign" of the Government. I have already laid great stress 
on the ([ucsstion of applying scientific manure in order to increase the yield 
of tlie food crops of Ilengal, specially rice, to twice its ])resent \ ield and unless 
liheial provision is ma<ie giving allowances for th(‘ ])urchase ot si’ientifie 
manures, J am afraid w'e w'ill he (h)inf» irreater injustice to the cause of 
th< “Grow More Food (Campaign”. 

As a matiei of fm'.t, whim 1 was moving this amendment regarding the 
purchase of manures in conne(*tion with <*lause 0, the litmdei of the House 
poiut(‘(l out that this would really <*ome under clause 7 and not under clause 
6. It wms point(‘(l out at the time that it wniuld (rome under clauses 0 and 7 — 
undi't <daUMe (», hecaiise the landlords who deriviMl rent troin hmants might 
even if they recidved <*ash rents (mcourag<* eultivation hy siqiplying manures 
so that lie 'might get proper and quicker realisation of rents, and in respect 
of clause 7 no ohjee.tion can he made ami exjuess mention should be made 
with r(‘gard to this item i>f expenditure in this (dause. If the llon’hle 
Finance'^ Minister wants to say tliut clause 9 shall inelmh* thes(‘ expenses with 
regard to tin* fmrehase of eatth* and other things. tlicTi T nould like to hear 
from him on tliat point Gthmwisiy I would ^^lhmit tliat the \\<nd “capital" 
brings in an idea of vagueness and .should he removtnl and I hope the amend- 
mmi? sliould 1><‘ lu-eepted by the House With these words, I move my 
auK'ndnumt , 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 support the amendment. 
The <*osi of firocuring and maintaining live-Hto(‘k and the (jost of jiurchuHing 
manure- all this is a legitimaie charge on eultivation and the\ are netv^sap' 
for the jmr|)ose <d iinpioveineiit. II we allow for these things, it will 
enhan<’(‘ pioduction. In thes<* (ireuinstances obviously, this sliould he 
exelnded. As was point«‘d out l)y the Ron’hle Leader of the House the 
other da\ , this matter really relates to (dause 7; now, this is also to he 
found in clause 9. I'he cost of improvement of cultivation should he a legiti- 
mate ( barge on it and 1 thendore support the amendment. 

The Hon'ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the presumptive 
cost is proposed to cover items (1) to (4) in sub-clause (/). Therefore, a 
separate provision for any one of them is not necessary, as proposed in the 
amendment. 1. therefore, o])i)ose the amendment, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 Phe question before the House is that in clause 7 of 
the Bill, in the proviso to sub-clause (7), the following be added at the end, 
namely : — 

“besides tlie cost ot i)roeuriiig live-sto<'k and maintaining live-stock and 
the cost of puridiasing manure". 

(Tlie amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I think, Sir, it would be 

better if T moved ameudinents Nos. 1G2 and 1(>3 together, because they are 
connected. Hav(' T your permission, Sir? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I to move thttt iu 
clause (J) of clause 7 of the Bill, the word “borrowed ‘ in line (5 be deleted. 

Also be*^: to nio\e that in sub-clause (.’i of clause 7 of the Bill, for the 
words the amount of any interest paid b\ him in the previous vear iu respect 
of such capital” in lines (>, 7 and The words -‘the capita*! so useil’^ be 
substituted. 

Sir, tile object of my amendment, as will be clear from tin* uords which I 
intend to delete from the clause, is that any amount nliieh has been spent by 
the cultivator whether it is borrowed or not slum Id be ^iven tied net ion of. 
The entire capital sum which is spent for the pnrjmst* ot iniprovii,;^ tin* land 
and lor the purpo.'.e mentioned in the clause >lumld In- dt>«lueted. 'File 
claus(‘ runs thus: “whme his intei-est in Niich land is subie<t to a nunt'.iam* 
or other (aijdtal chaijjie, the amount of an\ inle.est juid b\ buu in the 
pn‘Vious year iu resjtei t of .such mortg’a^e or char).ii'. and wluu t' sueh land 
lias been aeijuired, rei laimeil or imf^ro^ed l>y him by the use oi )Muio\\<*d 
capital, the amount of any interest paiil hy him iu the previous \ear in 
respect of sueli capital ' As .» matter of fact. Sir, wliiui 1 was iiuum;.’ a 
similar aiiiendiueiil iu eonuiMUion with idause (1, it was obi(‘ct*‘d to ti\ die 
la'adei- of tlu‘ House and the f’manee Ministt>r tliat yon should not ^ise allow-^ 
aliee e\en wiiere the piopeitv is aeijiured. I e< nld see tlu' force of their 
ol)je(‘tion at once. [tut 1 do not know why tlu'Si* llii'm* w’oids ba\e bemi 
jilaeed loi.'etlii*r “acijuiied, leelaimed or impro\ed'’. My ainendnumt would 
reall\ alfeet the (luestion ol iiMbuiiatum or im pro\ eimm t . 1 submit. Sir, 

that even if t lu' eullisator impro\es the land without horrowdn^’ capital and 
if he iiiipioves tin* land by tli(‘ iiu oiiie <»f the ]nodnce that he pets from the 
ap’iU'U 1 1 u I .( I laud, he -should oet deduetnm <d tin* entile amount heeansi* lu‘ is 
iinproviiip the land whi( h will imjirove llie yiidd oi the land hereafter. Tin* 
(d)i(M tion that e\en li the enlti\ator aeipiires a land, the i-apital should not 
lie allowed to be d(M|ueted is no doubt substantial; but 1 submit that if you 

cousiilei the fact that sjemually these cultivators amiuire lands from iiieoine 

(h*ri\e(i from liieii luddinps, I think you will realist* the weiplit of tin* 

aipiuiieiii Suppose, a l ultn do? has pot a small plot of land aloupsidt* the 

land he is eultivatinp on belialf ol others and if lit* aetjuirt's laud frtim tin* 
income deti\t‘d fiom the piotluee of Ills own laml, tIuU'e is no harm in allow- 
inp the deduction fiom tiie tax. It will sei ve as an inciuitivi* to the aprri- 
eulturist to improve his land ami thus ineimisi' its income fiom tin* next 
y«>ai and so on. 

With these f(*w wortls, 1 move my amemlmenl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendments movtMl : That in snh-<danse (.7) of 
(daiist* 7 of the Bid, the word “lioriowetr’ in lint* (i ht* tlt‘b‘t(*d. 

That in sub-elaust* (.i) of elanst* 7 td the Hill, fttr ilie wortls “tin* amount 
of any interest paid by him in tin* jirevitms yt*ar in rt*Hj»eel tif Hindi t'ajdtal” 
ill lines (i, 7 and S, tin* words “tin* capital so ust*!]” be Hubst,itutt*tl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: T wuis plad to hear 

that the mov<*r of the amendment saw stunt* Itirce in tin* arpiinn‘nt, I advanct'd 
in o)»i)osinp- amendment Ntis. Sd S5 to clause 0. 1 need imt r(‘pcat tlmst* 

arguments and in ortler to ectmomist* time, f, simply ojipose the ann‘in]im‘nt . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The tjnestitui l)<*foi(* the IToust* is: that in suh-idanst* 
( 3 ) of clause 7 of the Bill, the word “borrtiwetl” in lint? (» bt* de]et(*d. 

The (jUeHtitui heinp put, a tlivision w'as ehalleiipetl ami tal<<*n with (In* 
following result: — 

AYES— a. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. Banerfi. 

Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury. 
Mr. L. C. Das. 
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Mr. K. K. Dutt. 

Mr. H. O. Mazumdar. 
Mr. B. C. Mukher/t. 
Mr. A. D. Roy. 



1510 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 


f.llsT July, 1944 .] 


NOEft—lt. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddin Ahmad. 
Mr. MeabahuiSdIn Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Choardhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mrs. K. D’Rozarlo. 


Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat H attain. 

Khan Sahib Subldali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimma. 

Khan Bahadur MuKlatur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. w. R. Stavan. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Tlie House has divided. The “Ayes” 
beiri;.^ 8, and the “Noes” 19, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The f|iiesfion Ixd'ore the House is: tliat in suh-elause 
(S) of elaus(* 7 of tlie Bill, ff>r the wcucN “the amount of any interest paid 
by him in the jirc^vious year in resjieel of sueh eapitul” in lines G, 7 and 8, 
the words “the eapital so used” lx* substit \itetl. 

The (|ueHtion being i)iit, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES— 6. 


Mr. Khorshed A lam Chowdhury. 
Mr. L. C. Oat. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 


Mr. H. D. Mazumdar. 
Mr. B. C. Mukharjl. 
Mr. A. D. Roy. 
NOES— 18. 


Khan Sahib Farlduddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 
iChan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mrs. K. O'Rozario. 


Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. 
Hosain. 

Mr, Latafat Hotsain. 

Khan Sahib Subid All Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, <u-der. l'h(* House has divided. The 
“Ay(‘s” being fi, mid tht* “Noes” 18, the amendm(*iit is negatived. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Idie House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


^riie (’ouncil 

1944. 


Adjournment. 

then adjourm‘d till 2-15 ]).m. on 

Members absent. 


'ruesday , 


the 1st August, 


The following members were ab.^ent from the meeting held on the 81st 
duly. 1941; — 

(1) ^fr. Altaf Ali. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(8) Mr. Ifumayun Reza Chowdhury. 

^4) Mr. B. C. Hatta. 

(5) Mr. R. AV. N. Ferguson. 

(G) Khan Bahadur Abdul Oof ran. 

(7) Mr. M. K. Jaijniria. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(9) Maulana Atohd. Akruin Khan. 

(IG) Mr, Abdul Latiff. 

(11) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(18) Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

(14) Mr. R. !8. Rurssell. 

(15) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(IG) Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(17) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(18) Khan Bahadur M. Shaiiisuzzoha. 

(19) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 



BENGAL LEaSLATWE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Swfon. 1M4 — No. $9. 


The ('ouncii, met in the liej^:ishitive (^haniher of the Leffislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the Ist August, 11)44, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
oixtv-ninth duv of the First Session of 11144, pursuant to sec^tion 02(if)(a) 
of tne Government of India Act, I9d5. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.k.) woo 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Bengali Novel **Oukkha Mochan”. 

248. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Depariinent he pleased to state if 
he is aware that Mr. Annada Sankar Roy, i.c.s., is the author of several 
Bengali novels including “Dukkha MfK‘han” pu])lislH*d by tin- G. M. Library, 
Calcutta, and that the aboviuiamcd tiction is full of noleccnt suggosti4>ns, 
is of a low moral tone and is full of sex apjieal 

{/->) Is there any check on the Governni(»nt s(*rvants writing novels with 
sex ajijieal If so. will Govt*rnnierit be ph‘ase<l to take action h* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of the Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) • (o) 1 am awaie that Mr. A. S. Hoy, 

I.c.s. , is fh(‘ author of several Bengali novels including '‘Dukkha Mocharr ’. 

I am not aware tliat there is any special emphasis of an ind(‘cent (’haracter 
on the subject of s<‘\ in the bo(»k mentioned. 

(/;) No; (lovernmeiit servants who write novels are subject to exactly the 
same restrictions in rt'gard to tin* moral tone of tlieir work as are non-oiiioial 
writers. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he has gone through the book "Dukkha 
Mochan" P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No; but it was examined by the Government Jjibrarian and passed as not 
objectionable. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state who is the authority who examined itP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The Bengal Librarian. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he or the Home Minister took the trouV)b» of reading the book 
And see if it is a fit book for publication P 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The matter was referreil t^i tlie Bengal Librarian and be said that there 
was nothing objecti(mable. But if the honotir.alde member flesires (hat if 
ehould be further examined by some other oflic<‘r, it will hr* done. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; May 1 know if it wa» per»oaallj 
examined by the Hon’ble Minister in charge and if it is his opinion tna 
such a book is fit for publicatioDT 
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The Hoti’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED liUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

He may not be a competent man to give any opinion. Sir Nazimu(Jdin is 
not 80 conversant with the IkMigali language as to give an opinion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Is the 

Hon'hle Minister aware that while good books are being proscribed with- 
out proper examination, more objectionable books are being allowed to 
be published and sold like hot cakes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It has l>^n stated in the 
answer that Governinent are not aware that there is any special einphasis 
of an indecent character on the subject of sex in the book. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to .state if there is anything approaching 
indecent in this book P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

From the report w^e find that there is nothing objectionable in the book. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Are we to understand from 
the answer (a) that the book is partly objectionable and partly not 
objectionable Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please repeat your queetion •' 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: In answ^er («), the reply is 

“1 am not aware that there is any special emphasis of an indecent character 
on the subject of sex in the book mentioned.” The Hon’lde Minister said 
tliat tliere was nothing of an objectionable cliaracter in the liook. So, will 
he please recoii.cile the two answers P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 do not think there is any discrepancy in the two answers. 1 have made 
it quite clear. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if the book will be further examined by 
Government P 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That question has already bemi answered. 

Adjournment motion. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there is an 
adjournment motion standing in my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Regarding your adjournment motion, Rai Bahadur, 
I am afraid you have not taken the earliest possible opportunity because 
yesterday there w^as a notice of an adjournment motion particularly on the 
same line, and on the same Subject and the motion was not moved. So, 
you have lost the chance. The practice is, as you know, that it must be 
moved at the first available opportunity. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 would like to 
explain the position. So far as I am concerned 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of your being concerned or 
others being concerned. The motion should have been moved yesterday. 
As a matter of fact, there was a notice to this effect but the motion was not 
moved. So, I am afraid it cannot be moved today. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH ; On a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. An adjournment motion w'as before the Hou.se yesterday and 
we expected that the honourable member who gave notice of that adjourn- 
ment motion would move that : but for reasons best known to him and 
which we cannot guess the motion was not moved. I want to know whether 
this 24 hours’ delay will technically debar the motion being moved. 



1944 ,] 


AGRICtLTrftAL INCOITR^TAX BILL, 


1618 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If I admit an adjournment motion after the tirat 
available opportunity has been missed, that will be creatinjf a rather bad 
precedent. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M9H0LANABISH: I was going to aak 
whether there is any rule whieh prevents this motion being moved today 
simply because it could not be moved vesterday but which is otjierwiae an 
urgent matter of public importance. I'his is only a delay of 24 hours. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Moludanabish, I ma\ just refer you to a deci- 
sion of the President ot llie ('entral Assembly in which he held that the 
member should move a motion at the earliest available opportunity; and in 
the present < asc the earliest opportunity was \ester(la>. So we must stick 
to the practice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. on many occasions urgmicy iiuea- 
tion was waived and you gave opportunities to the members of the Afinisierial 
party to bring such things at a suitable time;. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Ma/.uindar. I think you know 
that 1 have never givt*n any opportunity to the Ministerial party; they do 
not bring adjourniimrit motions, hut the Opposition (b>es it. So, if the 
question of urgency 'was waived, it was waiviMi in favoui of the Ojipo.sition. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to nifivc that at t)ii‘ toid ot tht^ 
proviso to suh-(‘lause (A’) of clause 7 of the Hill, th<‘ following he added, 
namely : — 

*‘oi an> law for the time lieing in f<»rc(‘”. 

Sir, it i.s pKJvidcd in tin* proviso to sub-clause (.’i) of (he Hill that the 

interest allowaldc under this dau.st' shall not c\('<‘cil the intioi'st w hiidi the 

ns.sess('e i.s liahh* to puy in respect of sucli mortgage, (diarge or (nipital as 

a borrower undt-r section '{(I of the }b*ngal Monev-lcndc«rs Act, 1!M0. 1 want 

to add tlie al>ovc-nient iontnl words to it. My reason is: that it this clause 
is am(*nd(‘d, as suggcst«*d, the intei'cst is to be an allowance in calculation 
of agriciiltuial income for wliich taxes are levi(*d. I think that following 
the example* of the Bengal Money-lenders Act, PMO, the wmnls “or any law 
for tlie time lieing in force” should be there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Amendment inov<‘cl ; that nt the end of the proviso 
to sub-clause ('i) ot clause 7 of the Bill, the following be added, namely; — 
“or any law' for the time being in force.” 

Khan Bahaefajr NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support this 
amendment. The Money-lenders Act is confined to those fdas.seH of cases 
where the money-lender i.s a profe.ssional money-lender. When a man 
lends money only casually, he is not a money-lender within the meaning of 
the Money-lenders Act. The aHse.s.see may, therefore, have to pay interest 
not only at tlie prescribed rate under the Money-lenders Act hut also at 
much higher rates. Then in the Money-lenders Act there are a number 
of exceptions. The Scheduled Banks are entitled to charge any rate of 
interest without any restriction. Similarly, various other bodies are 
exempted from the ojieration of the Money-lenders Act. If it is intended to 
allow exemption to an assessee on the ground of payment of higher rates of 
interest under any Act, the addition of the words would seem to be 
necessary. With the.se words, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’hle Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: The Monf v-ienders 
Act prescribe.^ the maximum rate of interest t,hat can he clmrgtuJ and 
"neither the honourable mover nor his supporter gave us 
as to which other Act which might be mentioned here. We 
exemption with regard to interest up to the limit prescribed by tne gai 
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Monej-lendern Act, 1940. If debts are incurred at higher rates, then the 
iMtTOwer will be obliged to pay higher interest. 1 do not see any necessity 
of an additional clause like the one which has been moved, namely, **ot 
any law for the time being in force* \ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s But if the Money-lenders Act goes, 
(hen what will happen P 

The Hofi*ble Mr. TULSf CHANDRA C08WAMI; Then it will be for 
the Legislature to look afier (he poor borrowers. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Th© question before the House is: that at the end 
of the proviso to sub-clause (J) of clause 7 of the Bill, the following be 
added, namely: — '' 

“or any law ff)r the time being in force.” 

{The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub-clMue 

(O of clause 7 of the Bill, the words “as interest” in line 1, be omitted. 

I am reading sub-clause ( 4 ) which runs as fcdlows : — 

**( 4 } any sum paid by him in the previous year as interest on any 
loans taken by liim under tin* Agi iculturists’ Loans Act, 1884, 
or the Land improvement Loans Act, 188d, in respect of such 
land.” 

Sir, if the words “as interest” be left out, it would read as follows: 
“any sum paid hy him in the previous yejir on any loans taken by him 
under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 1884, or the Land Improvement 
Loans Act, 1888, in respect of such land.” 

The reason why I say. Sir, that the.se allowances should be made is 
that when such loans are taken by the agriculturist, it is for the purpose 
of improving his land which will bring forth an agricultural income upon 
which tax will he imposed. It is for this purpose that loans are generally 
taken, although loans may also he taken under the Agriculturists’ Loans 
Act in times of great distress to keep body and soul together. Tinder these 
circuinstanctvs, when loans are taken under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 
whatever is paid by the agriculturist should be deducted in calculating 
the agriciiltuial income upon wdiich assessment is made. 

VVitli these w'ords, I move this amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved; that in sub- 
clause ( 4 ) of clause 7, of the Bill, the words “as interest” in line 1, be 
omitted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to support the 
amemlment moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Now, everyone 
knows that when uu agriculturist approaches the Agriculture Department 
or the Government for land improvement loan he is really in dire distress 
and has not been able to procure loans from anywHere else. As a 
matter of fact, w'e kiunv that w'ben loans under this Agriculturists’ Loans 
Act are advanced there are various procedures the poor cultivator has to 
follow’ before he can actually get the amount of the loan from the Govern- 
ment authorities. As a matter of fact, these loans are incurred: firstly, 
for the purpose of maintaining themselves; and secondly, for the purpose 
of cultivating the lands and purchasing seeds, cattle and other things. Now, 
80 far as the land improvement loan is concerned, this is merelj’ for the 
purpose of improving the agricultural lands so that the lands w’hich are not 
yielding any food crops may yield some crops. In such cases, I submit, 
that not only the interest but any amount which the agriculturist has to 
pay to the Government either towards interest or towards principal should 
^ remitted by way of allowance. With these few words, I support the 
ameadment. 
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TIm Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I oppom the amend- 
ment on the jfround that it is only on the interest on the loan that we are 
allowing an allowance. In this clause, we do not propose to take inte 
consideration any amount of loan incurred by u cultivator to maintain him- 
self and his family. 

Mr. PRESI^DENT: .The question before the House is: that in sub-olanin 
{4) of clause 7 of the Bill, the words “as interest” in line 1. he omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move tliut in clause 
7 of the Bill, for sub-clause (t>), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(J) any sum paid by him in the previous year for the inainteiianee of 
any irrigation or protective work or oth(*r capital asset.” 

The amendment, I submit, is only a roarrun^enient of the words in tha 
sub-clause. A mere reading of the sub-clause in the Bill would show tl^ 
necessity of this aniendnient. In the Bill tbt* sub-clause stands thus: — “in 
respect of the luaintcnance of ai»> irrigation or ]>roiective work or other 
capital a.ssets the amount j)ai(l in the previous vear on aci’ount thereof**. 
And the ainendincnt stands thus: "any sum juiid by him in the previoua 
year for the maintenance of any irrigation or piotective work or other capital 
asset”. 1 think this will give (he reader the least amount of trouble in 
appreciating the sub-clause. On a plain I'omparison of the Bill-clause with 
the amendment, it would appear tliat the amendment is better and simpler. 
The House may be j)b‘a8ed to consider s<»iiie classic Aids of India. They am 
written in the plainest style. The sequence is so natural that no effoit ia 
needed to appreciate them. Law is already sutfiriently intricnite and 
absirust* ; therefore, tlu* r<‘.spoii.sil>ili(y of the diaftsmen is very great and 
no pains should be spared to make the enactment sjinple and logical. In 
these cinuunstances, in the hope of making the te.\t simpler and mom 
intelligible, I have .submitted the amendment befoie the llouse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment move<l ; That in ehmse 7 of the Bill, 
for sub-clause (-5), the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(^7) any sum paid by him in tb(‘ pr(*vi{uis year for the mainten- 
ance of any irrigation or protective work or other capital asset.*' 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sub-clause (.5) of 
clause 7, corresponds to sub-clause (4) of clauoe C and in apeaking on 
a similar amendment on the last occasion I pointed out that our draftsman- 
ship in regard tn this clause is not at all at fault, I cun understand the 
English quite clearly. 

Mr, PRESIDENT? The (juestion before the House is: tbal in clause 7, 
of the Bill, for sub-clause (»5), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(J) any sum paid by him in tlie pievious year for the maintenance 
of any irrigation or protective work or oth<*r oajntal asset 

(The amendment was n<‘gatived. ) 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : 1 beg to move that in 

sub-clause (o ) of clau.se 7 of the Bill, for the word “assets” in lir»e ‘2. the 
word “asset*’ be substituted. ^ 

Sir, the amendment is so clear and its purpose so free from any ambiguity 
that I need not at all speak at length on the purpose of this amendment. 
The fact that this amendment was tabled by two members of the Hovern- 
ment party shows that they very much realised the necessity of this amen - 
ment. I think the substitution of ibe word “asset” for thp 
will give a clear m<*aiiing to the clause. With these wofuSr 
amendment for the acceptance of the House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (S) of 
clause 7 of the Bill, for the word “assets” in line 2, the word “asset” be 
substituted. 

' Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 be^ to •support the 
amendment which hud been tabled by Mr. Biren Roy but has just been moved 
by my friend Mr. Moholanabish. I do not know why Government chan^arcd 
their mind and did not want to pr<»ceed with the amendment which tliey 
•proposed deliberately. There cannot Ik* any .doubt that the word “assets” 
IS a mistake and the word “as>K*t” should he the proper word which oug’ht 
to t>e tlieie. If that is so, the amendment oujfht to have been moved by 
the Government party and with the support of the minority party it would 
liave hcKui unanimously pa.ssed liy the House without any obstacle. But 
apparent 1> tin* only objection is that the Hon'ble Finance Minister w’ill 
liave to to the Lower House if an amendment is accej)ted by him and he 
is afraid of facing* tlie Low'er House. Either the Government has got a 
majority or not. If they have a majority, they might accept these amend- 
ments and face the Lower House and get the Bill passed; but if they have 
not gf)t a majority, tliey sluiuld clear the jiosition and say that they have no 
majority and that they do not want to gt) to the Lower House. The Hon’ble 
F'inance Ministi'i ihinks jhat h(‘ has a clear majority in the TiOwer House. 
If that is so, why is he afraid of going to the Lower House and get through 
the Bill as a j>erf(‘ct thing witti al! the mistakes correcdial ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, 1 may tell 
Mr. Bankim (’handra Mukherjee that we liave a very fair majority in 
the Lower House and not only 1 am not afraid of the Ixiwer House but in 
due course* and at the right time we shall show him lliat it is so. Now, 
Sir, my point is tliat an unnece.sary aiiien(iim‘nt slionld not be acci'pted. 
The time of the House is valuable, the time of the (lovi'innient is valuable 
and it is also necessary that the* Bill slioiild be* ])ass<‘d without avoielable 
delay. That i.s tlie only reasem wliy it is not at all necessary to accept this 
amenelme*!! I in order lo make the meaning (dear. Sir, I oppose the amend- 
ment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tlie eiiiestion before the Hou.se is: tliat in sub- 
clause {'")) of i-lause* 7 eif the* Bill, for the word “assents” in line* 2. the word 
“asset” Ik* suhst itiited. 

(The ame'ndTm‘nt wa> negative'd. l 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move; Tliat 
in clause 7 of the Hill, in the Explanation to sub-clause (-7), for the word 
and inverted commas “ ‘Maintenance’ ” in line 1, tin* words and inverted 
commas “The expression ‘maintenance’ ” be siibstitut(*d . 

Hen* also in the text the word “maiiitename” begins with a small 
letter. But in the dt‘finition (danse, contrary to tin* usual practice in such 
cases the word has begun with a ea])ital ]('tt(*r. If tin* offending word is 
remov(*d from the lieginnitig of the seiitenee by the interposition of these 
two words, the rules of grammar and the etiquette of draftsmanship w'ould 
be met. In thevS<* cireuinstanees, 1 move the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clau.se 7 of tlie Bill, 
in the Explanation to sub-clause (-7), for the word and inverted commas 
‘MaiiitenaiK'c’ ” in line 1, the w’ords and inverted commas “The ex])ressi(>n 
‘maintenance' ” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, the advice of 
our drafting exp(»rt is that the amendment is unnecessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; That in (dause 
7 of the Bill, in the Explanation to sub-clause (-7), for the word and inverted 
commas “ ‘Maintenance’ ” in line 1, the words and inverted commas “The 
expression ‘maiftt;^nance’ ” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: Sir, I to That 

in clause 7 of the Bill, in the Ejrplanation to sub-clause (J), for the worda 
“other natural cau.ses” in Iine.s o aiul 0. the wonin ■other eau.'^es beyond his 
control or not arismjj: out of his default*’ be .substituted. 

Sir, this is not a drafting: anoutdinent : it is r<'ally un important amend- 
ment. The Bill-elause says that “the exjH'Uses of current repairs^ and 
“inaintelTanc'e from year to year” and “eosi af repairing: damage or destruc- 
tion caused by hood or other natural cause.s” shall he included in “Mainte- 
nance”. Natural causes, as are known tt) the law, are “acts of (lc*d”, those 
which are irresistible acts of natiirt*, wliieh cannot be foreseen and if fore- 
seen canmit be prevented, Flooil is one of suv*h natural causes. In tlie 
books we find tihat the natural causes are, st rin, tt*ui]>est, earthquake, 
exceSvsive rain, .severe flood, etc. The Bill-clause allows <*xj>ense.s for repair- 
ing- damage caused by these natural causes. But <-\en]juion shtuihl also be 
given for the damage caused hy othiT caust‘s lu'Nond on<*’H own control or 
not arising out of his own <lefault. Natural caus<‘s arc not opnoseil to 
unnatural cause.s. Natural lausos p(dni t(» acts done by Nature and not by 
human agency . But damages ma\ also be caustal by wild b<>ar.s and W'ibl 
elephants as well as liuman cm-mies ami inischief-makiMs. Damagi* cauHed 
to protective dykes h\ these agencies and cansis ar<‘ legitimate charges on 
tile income and should lie e.\(‘4*ptc<l . 'Phi* Bill-clause <hn‘s not imdude 
thes(‘ (“auses hut they e<»me v\itliiii tin* amemlmenl. ii an asses, has to 
incur exiiendituie for imj)r(»ving a d>ke or reiiairing a damage, it should 
not Ik* confined to natuial cau''(‘s. I ha\e theielnn* aliemfited to inlroiluce 
the expiession “otlu*r cause's Ix-Nond his conliol or not arisju^r out of 

default”. K\«‘mption should be gianteil lor cos} of nqiairing damagOH 

which are caus«*d by agencies wliieh are not natural (’uus<*.s. In fact, if the 
assess(‘c is not at fault and if tlu* damage has not oceurr4*d l>\ his own 
default, then ihcre is no reason wliy the ex<*mpti()n sliould not Ix^ allowed. 

In tile circumstances, I submit that the amendment should 1 m* ean»fully 

consi(h*i4*d and should h<* ac((*pt«*d. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendm 4*11 1 moved that in clause 7 of the Bill, in 
the E.rpUtnat nni to sub-clause (J), for the words “other natural (‘iiu.ses’* in 
lines and (i, tin* wor4Ls “other cau.ses b4*yoml his control or not arising 
out 4)f hi.s default” be substituted, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I rise to support the 
amendment movetl by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 1 do not want 
to re{)eat the arguments which have been advanctnl. J only want to add 
that 1 do not appreciate Klian Bahadur’.s appeal only to the lawyer members 
of ibis House because every oue liaving some knowledge of the cultivators* 
work in the villag4*s kmnvs it very W4dl, and I h()j)4* (be Hon'bh* Finance 
Minister if he doe.s not know it will try to know it from bis friends and 
supporters, that it i.s not m4*rely natural 4-au.se.H that 4 ’ause damage to ilie 
cultivators’ land but lliere aie iitber cau.ses; and llierefore the amendment 
sboubl be aia-epted in order that allow'aiiee might b<* ()htain4‘d hy these 
unfortunate cultivatius when 4alainities oth(*r than natural causes rlestrfiy 
their lamls an4l huge sum.s are required for the purpose of improving and 
restoring their land to tlie previous e4indition. With tlo'se wajid.*,, I supjiort 
the amendment. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : With regard to tlie 
exemption 1 beg to point out that under the Income-tax Act in cases of 
asset.s 4jr income lost by human agenci(*.s and mischief })y similar r*;ius4*, 
allowances are not allowed and if you follow that priru-iple, tin's arm'iidmerit 
should not be accepted. But my submi.s.sion will be that that primipie 
should npt be followed here; becau.se, so far as the Income-tax ^ 
cerned, you cap keep money or assets w'ell guarded and ther4*fore i ^ 

10 any loss by theft to a certain extent you are 

gence. ' * - - 


OSS by tnen to a certain extent you are 

Therefore, under the Income-tax Act that, allowance is i > K 
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<*ftmiot, similarly » ^ftiard his lands nr fields. If is not posifMe or 
fiftSibie for any man to pfuard his fields in such a way that no nriscbiefi* 
maker r*an do any mischief or that wild elephants may not come and destroy 
the bunds or embankments or things of that nature. So I think that thena 
oufi^ht to be a sensible difference between the principle adopted under the 
Income-tax Act and the principle that is to be adopted in this Act. 
therefore, support this amendment but on different grounds. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the relief sought 
by this amendment is beyond the scope of the Income-tax Bill. Any 
compensation for damages caused by agencies other than natural should bo 
found elsewhere than in the Income-tax Officer’s otficie. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that in clause 7 
oi the Bill, in the Kjrplanaitan to sub-rule {5), for the words “other 
natural causes” in lines 5 and b, the words “other causes beyond his control 
cft not arising out of his default” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan B^actur NAZmUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (7) of clause 7 of the Bill, for the words “loss of or damage to“ 
in lines 2 and *'], the words “loss or damage to” be substituted. 

Sir, in the Bill-clause the contraction “loss of or damage to” has been 
used. But it should be seen whether the word “of” or “to” w’ould really 
apply to the case. Analysing the passage in the text it should stand thus: 
“insurance against any loss of such land or any damage to such land,” I 
submit that what is meant in the context is that if any loss occurs to land 
and if there is any insurance against this and if any premium is paid, then 
that payment of the i)iemiiim w’ould be allow^etl as an exemption. Th^ 
whole point of this amendment lies in a short compass. It is whether any 
“loss to land” should be preferred to “loss of land.” The House will bfe 
pleased to consider the difference and the effect of the difference. The 
authorities say that the word “loss” is a])p}icablc \vlu*re a thing is lost 
altogether. If a lady loses her husband the whole ot the husband is gone 
and if a ship is lost, it is gone altogether. But if the husband is damaged 
ot if the shij) is damaged, the thing remains but only there is some loss or 
daraag(‘ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sah il), is husband a tiling/^ /■ 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. in the bands of 
powerful lady a husband is sometimes less than a thing (laughter). 

Sir, in the circumstances, the question is: wdiether you would be permit- 
ted to say “loss of land”, for that would mean that the land is entirely gone. 
This view is supported by an authoritative book on the subject, namely, 
Ferland’s English Synonyms and Antonym.s. It is an American jiublication 
and is meant tor persons like us who have not much knowledge of the 
English language, that is as much knowledge as iny friend Mr. Hamidul 
Huq ('how'dhury claims — for them the best thing is to \ise these standard 
books. There is the other book — Crabbe’s Synonyms whi(“h is also equally 
authoritative book. It is held in these books that “loss” is applicable to 
comi>lete vanishing of a thing and “damage” to partial loss. In anv case 
the question here is: whether w^e are permitted to use “loss of lancl“. I 
submit that the meaning that the draftsman wants to convey is really logs 
'‘to” land or damage “to” land. Instead of repeating the word, the usual 
contraction, which is a favourite drafting device, has been employed in tbo 
amendment. That is, for the words “los.s of or damage to land” it has 
been attempted to substitute “loss or damage to land”. The result would 
be in exact accordance with the accurate use of the English language. 
Accordingly, this humble amendment, which is backed by the highest 
Authorities, should evoke the sympathy at least of the literary section of 
tbie House. With these words, 1 move my amendment. 
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Mr* ^REAIDBNTS Anienilme»t movttd: That In of 

clatKie 7 of the Bill, for the words “lo«« of or damage to** in Hnea 2 •ml 2,^ 
tho wordft “loss or damage to** be «nbeutute<l. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANORA C08WAMI: I be^ to submit that 

our drafting experts meant exa»*tly what they have written, namely,— 
against loss of or damage to such land or any cTops. so that there is no cata 
for making a change in the wording of the sub-clause. I oppose th# 
amendment . 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of perHonal 

explanation. Sir. 1 never suggested that the draftsmen did not mean what 
is implied -by the sub-clause. The <|Uest»ou is v^i)ethe^ they succeeded ia 
making the meaning deuir in the expression which they have used. 18 
was not for me to suggest that their draft was unintelligible or their 
intention could not be understood . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
clause (7) of clauso 7 of the Hill, for the words “loss of or damage to** i» 
lines 2 and d. the words “lo-^s or damage to” hr suhstitutt'd . 

(The amend nieul u jih negati\ed,) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 heg to im»vc that the following ba 
inserted af((*r •^nb-<‘lause ( 7 ) of danse 7 of the Hill:- - 

“(7^;) any snin spent bv him in the previous y(‘!ir for charitabb* pur- 
]>()S(*s n(»t falling within section 4(h) out of his total agricultural 
income from agriculture of that year 

Sir, charitahle purpose has been difined in clause 4 of the Bill aa 
relief of the poor, c(!in*atif)n , medical relief, ami advumenient of nnv other 
object of general public utilit\. If recognition is given to suen sums 
W’hich art* spent h\ (h<" agriculturists for <'haritable purposes, then T think 
it would ])(* of great encouragement to charitably disposed persons. A 
limit has been fuit to expenditure lor < hariiable purposes by the worda 
“trust or legal obigation ,” so that when sums are spent by ibe agricnllurista 
not under trust or under legal obligation, they w’ould not Ixs taken into 
account in giving allowance \vhib‘ ralculuting the agricultural income. 
Therefore. 1 think provision for allowance should be made for relieving 
the agriiulturi.sts in cabulating income whenever they spent any sum for 

charitable purju)seK even tlioug-h that expenditure may not be covered by 

any tru.st or legal obligation. With these words, I move ray amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment mov«*d that the ffdlowing l>t‘ iriserti^d 
after sub-<]aiise (7) of (laiise 7 of the Hill: — 

“(7o) any sum spent b\ him in tht» previous \ear for charitable pur- 

jmses not falling within section i(h) out of his total agricultural 

income from agri< ulture (»f that vear;” 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may 1 move a short- 
notice amendment to this amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid that w'ould be rather difficult. I am 
not inclined to jiermit you to do so. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 want the deletion of 
the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Aie 30U supporting the amendment? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I wa» proponing to Holou- thm 

Word* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 cannot allow you to do no. 
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Khin BAha^r NAZIRUDDIN AHMADs In that case^ I support the 

amendiiieot as it is. My intention was to improve the an^endment further. 
But J think the House is not in a mood to make any improvement at all. 
The amendment is very desirable. In fact, we have accepted amounts 
spent for charitable i)urpo8eH and religious purposes. But we have been 
careful in confining our exemption for charitable purposes in recognised 
trust. As is well-known, acts of charity are common in Hindu, 
Muslim, Christian or othcir religion. In the circumstances, if charities 
created by document are to be exempted, I do not see why charities not 
created by document should not also be exempted. The point is that the 
amount h])ent (m charity shoulrl he exempted. The exemption should not 
l>e in respect of only charities recommended by document and not of those 
not recommended by document. Both are charities — one supported by a 
document and the other without a document. But if chanty is to he 
protected and encouraged, this amendment should be accepted. With these 
words, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM I ; Sii •, it is neccssarv 
to make a distinction between income alienated by trust or other obliga- 
tion lor th(‘ fiurposc of charity and casual expenditure's om eharitahle 
obj(‘ct8. This is a d(‘finition without which w(‘ cannot successfully 
administer an J ncoiue-tax Act. Some c.asua) acts ot charity may have 
other effects than sliglit relief from the income-ta.x authorities. Persons 
will, for instance, not even be called in Heaven without tht*ni. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. 'J’he question before the House is: That the follow- 
ing be inserted after sub-elause (7) of (danse 7 of the Bill: — 

“(7('0 any sum spent by him in tlu^ previous \ear for charitable pur- 
poses not falling within section 4{h) out of his total agricultural 
income from agriculture of that year.” 

(The amtvudnient was negatived.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Sir, 1 heg to move: 
That th<‘ ])roviso to sub-clause («V) of clause 7 be omitted. 

Now, sub-(‘lause {S) speaks of allowing depieciation on account of ]>lant8 
and machinery, but it is subject to a proviso which says “Provided that 
such amount is actually written off in the books of the assessee”. We 
want to deb'tt' this jiroviso for th<‘ simple n'a.^oii that in the fir^t place you 
may, in assessing the agriculturists find tliat there are persons who 
are not in the habit of keeping accounts or others who are illiterate 
and do not ('iiiploy clerks to write out their accounts. Therefore, 
in the cases of these agriculturists perhaps no allowance will be given 
under this head. That, I submit, is rather unkind and improj>er. Then, 
with regard to the main idea of having written down values ot plants and 
machinery, 1 may say at oiu'e that this theory or this idea of keeping 
accounts has been very recently introduced in the Indian Income-tax Act. 
Yov half a century the Indian Income-tax did not make any provision for 
this w^riting down values and dejireciation were allow'cd on a certain w’ell- 
knnwn basis. At the time of submitting returns, the assessees used to send 
the particulars of acquisition of such plants and machinery and upon that 
deductions used to be made. I think on the basis of this new idea the 
Hon’ble Minister wants to introduce the idea of the writing down of values 
of plants and machinery; but the Hon’ble Minister should take into account 
the difference between the assessees who have to pay income-tax and the 
assessees who shall pay the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax. There is a 
good deal of difference betwn'cn the two classes of assessg,es. I vshould, there- 
fore, like to say that if you like to give any allowance on account of depre- 
ciation of plant and machinery, you should omit this proviso. You are 
showing on paper that you are allow’ing certain depreciation; but the 
proviso takes away the allowan(‘e. Perhaps more than half of the assessees 
will fail to write down on their books of account the depreciation value 
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utd thereb.v lose the henoHt of the allowance. !^o I aubiiiit. there should 
i>e a certain percentnjfe of ilepreciatiou for different classe.s of plant and 
nachinerv aiiti that allowaiice should he ^^i\en autoinatirnllv, and you 
ihould not insist on writing it down in the hooks of aeeount. With these 
n-ords, I commend my motion to tht acceptance of the House. 

PWESIDEHTj Amendment iijoved : that the proviso to suh-clause 
o) of clause < of the Hill he omittetl 

Khan Bahadur HAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I support this amemlment. 
ihere are good n'asons. 1 he mover of the aiiieiulmcnt has clenrlv 

ndicated Ihe n‘asons behind. Neitht‘r the Agricultural Income-tax Act 
lor the Indian Income-tax A<*t makes it ohliiratory on the part of 

►ny assc'ssee to maintain aii ac<*ount and ther«' are many pt*rsons, 
nany agriculturist.^ who ilo not kt‘cp an\ rctrular acrount. The 
iroviso will only be taken advantagt* of by big coin]»a n i*'.s lik»‘ (he 
ifidnapore /emindary Comjiuiiy and not (he semi-litcrate and illiterate 
.griculturistH who rciiuire more pi(»tc(‘tion. In la<t. as Mr. Moliola- 

labish explaintal, tlu‘ <l(‘pr(‘ciat ion will la* allowed to wtdl-know^n 
ompanies cinly. This proviso would shut out mans from securing 
epreciatiou and its dcli'lion would haim no ont‘. whib* ordinary house- 
olders would b«' able to take ad\antag<' of this clau^<‘, \\'(‘ have not yi't 
een able to make pidmarv eduf'ation oompulsfirN . !)d pco c(‘nt, of our 

eople an' still un(‘ducatcd and to o.xpfM’t such nn'n it) k(*c]> regular 

ccounts of macliincrv and (dlier things in th»*ir laioks would be to ask 
bem to do the impossi})le. In these ciriniiustances, (he jiroviso will be a 
tumbling block io nian\. If the provi.so is deb'ti'd. no harm will be done. 

L very beii(*ficcnt princijdc has been enacted in sub-idaus»* (iV) wdiicb, I 
elii've, is taken awa> »*ntind\ in tlie ca.si' of Iho.se jicrsons who reijuiro 
rotc'ction, nainely, tlie ordinary <‘ultivators. In ihc.si* circumstances, 1 
ubmit that tin* deletion of tin' proviso would be d(*sir.il)le on grounds of 
xpedi<*iic\ and oonvcnicnce I. therefore, sujiport this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Si 1 , 1 o])pos(^ ( he 

mendment. It has been riglitl\ said tliat a similar jiroviso occurs in 
ridiun Incoino-tax Act. Sir, I submit that sub-clause {S) of clause 7 applies 
3 ]»eople w’lio Use maelnnerv. and it is iM>t likelv that the proviso will make 
he agrif'uU urist jioorer. 1 .s«'e, tln'ceforc, no point in having tin* proviso 
eleted . 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: f)rdcr, <»nler. The (|U«‘stion before tin* House is 
hat the jiroviso to -ub-clau.se (S) of clause 7 of the liill be oiuitb'd. 

(The ametidmeiit was negativeil . i 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg t(i move tliat, in 
laUvse 7 of the Hill, '^ub-clause ^ 10) Ik* omitted. 

Sir, sub-clause ( /O) i.s an all-enibracirig iniscliicf. My honour- 
hlc fri(*nfls will be [ileased to .see tin* elaborate jirovisions beginning 
itb sub-clause (1) and ending with sub-clause (/>). Tlicse nine clauses 
sscribe with meticulous care the jirovisions which should be complied with 
i order to earn an exemjit ion . Hut all thi.s care and all this nice advertiso- 
lent of wisdom is entirely thrown away by the introduction of sub-clause 
^0). Sub-clause (10), 1 submit, will have the effect oi nullifying all the 
ib-i'lauses that lie before it. Sub-clause (10) exemjits “any rdher sum 
hich inav be pres(‘ribed ” . 'J'liis meuris that exemption can be fj^rantrd 
ipriciously by the rule-making pciwer. Jf that is so, I think, a ease has 
ien made out for deleting the sub-clau»<*« (1) to (0) outright. It if* no 
^ making elaborate provisions and then nullifying the wdiole by enacting 
1 all-embracing^ilau.se like this. This sub-clause (10) ruise.s an Important 
[lestion, and us ^the Hon’ble Minister has been pleased to refer to the 
idian Income-tax Act, I submit, that this all-embracing power has not 
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been given to the Central Governnient. This is a power which shouM 
nerer be given on principle. In fact, taxation is a matter for the Legis- 
lature. Principles of exemption should never be left to the Executivs. 
Control over taxation is a most important right, and I submit that thin 
taxation should really be controlled by the Legislature. I submit that 
sub>(dause (10) gives absolute, arbitrary and irresponsible power to the 
Ex(*cutive. They can say “Well, we like that such and such thinn 
should be exempted”, and a rule will accordingly be made under this su^ 
clause. Thus, through this small loophole, anything may be done. We 
know that in these days of Provincial Autonomy when parties are growing 
strong, members are acquiring intlucnco and pressure is put by the party on 
the Executive, very unsatisfactory result is bound to occur unless 
a limit is set to their HC()|>e oi activities in this matter. I think 
on principle this sub-cdause (/O) is the most mischievous sub-clause. 
You cannot arm tlie Executive with an all-embracing pow’er. I think 
Adolph Hitler did not acquire greater power in Germany than these rule- 
making authorities are going to acquire under this sub-clause. This sub- 
clause is a most inoffensive-looking but at the same time a most dangeroua 
8ub“vlause. Sir, yesterday a small comma created so much trouble in this 
House, and this small sub-clause may (reale similar trouble afterwards. 
What is the use of defining e\emj)tion8 with inetii uloiis lare and then 
again keeping the door open to undo the work?" Just like locking the sadur 
door and ke(‘piug oj>ei} the /cfnrkt door. You are partiioilarly car(‘ful in 
enatding inclusions and exclusions; but at the same time you are going to 
draft rules which may undo the whole thing. In these circumstances, I 
oppose this sub-clause as the most mischievous pro\ isinn in the Hill. With 
thes(» wonls, I move the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amen<lment moved: That in clause 7 of tin* Hill, 
snb-clause (/O) be omitted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. I dm t(^ Mipport the 
amendment imtvcd by my friend Khan Haliadnr Naziruddin Ahmad. As 
has been pointed out, the words “any other sum which may be prescribed” 
seems to be analogous tf) another clause in the Hill, which is clause 49, 
where also the Provincial (lovernment may by notification in the Official 
Gazeftr make provision for tiic graiiting of relief in respect of agricultural 
income and so forth. I do not know what is tlie hidden idea behind this 
clause; but I would remind my friend the Finance Minister of his attitude 
when we wanted to move amendments wliitdi would liavy really given some 
relief to the agriculturists; opposition was meted ('ut to those amendments 
and all the amendments which we moved making specific provision with 
regard to ivlief of the agriculturists weit^ oi)i) 08 ed and negatived. I 
do not know' what is the meaning of the words “or any (»thcr sum which 
may he prescribed”. Either vou have not specified everything whi(‘h an 
agriculturist is entitled to under the })iMn’iou.s clause or you have specified 
it. As a matter of fact, I heard the Hon ’hie Finance Minister .saying that 
under siib-clnu.so (0) everything that was not covered by the other clauM 
would be given effect to. Iff so, then wh> i.s this provision made for the 
purpose of enabling the Provimual (tovernmeni to prescribe sums as allow- 
ance in res|HH‘t of a particular class of assessees?' 1 think it is only a weapon 
which Government want to keep in their hand for some ulterior motive and 
I hope that sjjeciallv my European friends will consider the vague provision 
of this clause carefully. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 submit that 
flub-claust' (llH is very appropriate here. No one denie.s that a taxation 
measure is entirely a matter for the Legislature. But I would just point 
out that the j)rovision of thi.s sub-clause relates to the possibility of 8om» 
additional relief. Therefore, that principle does not apply. The honourahl# 
mover of this amendment may think that it would leave a loophole* but tt 
ia a loophole in the right place. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
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Mfm PRESIDENT* The question before the House is that in oiause 7 
4pf the Bill, eub>clauae (10) be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The quest M^n before the House is: that clause 7 
stand part uf the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr* BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEEs Sir, 1 beg to move: That 
after clause 7 of the Bill, the following clauses be inserted, namely: 

^*7A. The Assessee if he proves that for the year of assessment he has 
his wife living with him. or that his wife is w^odly maintained by him 
during the year of assessment, and (hat be is not entitlecl in (oniputing 
the amount of hia income for that >ear for the purposes of the Income-tax 
wider this Act and the Indian lnc»*mc-1ax Act of to make any deduc- 

tion in respect of the sums paid (or the muintename of his wife, shall 
be entitled to a deduction of K.s. 1.200 annually from the amount of which 
lax is payable under this .\ct. 

7B. If the A.ssesscc proves (hat lie is a willow *r and (hat for (he year of 
aflsessment a person being a female relative of his or of his deeeased wife is 
resident w'ith him for th(‘ jmrpose of having tlie < bar^^e and care of any 
child of his, or he proves that he has no female relative of his own or of his 
deceased wife who is able or willing ti* take smdi <‘liarge and that he has 
employed some other female person to undertake the same, he shall, subject 
aa hereinafter provided, be entitled to a dialuetion ot Its. dOO in respect of 
that femab‘ lelativc or other female jicrson p<*r year; 

Provided that - 

(a) no deduction shall lie allow’cd under this section unless the Assessee 
proves that no other individual is entithnl to a deduction in 
respect of the female relative under the jimvision of this Act 
or, if any other individual is so entitled, that the other indivi- 
dual has rel inijuisheil his elaim thereto; and 

(/>)^no deduction shall be allowed under this section where the female 
relative is a married wcunan living with her husband, and the 
husband has claimed and been allowed a deduction of Rs. 1,200 
under the provisions of this clause ; 

Explanation . — In this Section the expression ‘child’ means a child in 
respect of whom a deduction is allowed under this section ; 

(c) this section shall apply to a Assessee being a widow as it applies 
to an A.sscssee being a widower, with the substitution of ‘her 
deceased husband’ for ‘his deceased wife’. 

7C. If the Assessee proves that he is un-married and that he has 
liying with him either his mother, being a widow or a person living apart 
from her husband, or some other female relative, for the purpose of having 
Ihe charge and care of any brother or .sister of his, being a child in respect 
of whom a deduction is allowed under this section, and that be maintains 
the mother or other relative at bis own expense; and that neither he nor 
mny other individual is entitled to a deduction in respect of the same jjerson 
under this section nr if any other individual is entitled to any such dediic- 
lion that the other individual has relinquished his claim thereto, he shall 
he entitled to a deduction of Rs. 

7D. If the As.sessee proves that he ha;^ been living at the year of com- 
mencement of assessment any child who is cither under the age of Jf» years 
twr who, if over the age of 16 year.s at the <’ominencenient of that 
IS receiving full-time instruction at any University, conege, school or " ^ 

educational establishment, he shall, subject to the provisions of this sec ♦ 
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be entitled in respect of one child to a deduction of Rs. 360 and in respect 
of each subsequent child to a deduction of Rs. 240. The expression ‘child* 
in this section includes a step-child. 

7E. If the Assessee proves that for the year of assessment he has the 
custody of and maintains at his own expense any child who is under the 
age of 16 years at Ihe (commencement of that year, or who, if over the age 
of 16 years at the commencement of that year is receiving such full-time 
instruction as aforesaid, and that neither he nor any other individual ia 
entitled to a deduction in respt^ct of the same child under the foregoing 
provisions of this section or under any of the other provisions of this Act, 
or, if any other individual is entitled to such a deduction, that that other 
individual has relinquished his claim thereto, he shall be entitled in respect 
of the child to the same deduction as if the child were a child of his. 

E.rplarmiion . — No deduction shall be allowed under this section in 
respect of any child who is entitled in his own right to an income exceeding 
Rs. 360 a year : 

Provided that in calculating the income of the child for the purposes 
of this section no account .shall be taken of any income to which the child 
is entitled as a holder of a scholarship, or other similar educational endow- 
ments : 

Provided further that if any question arises as to whether anv Assessee 
is entitled to an allowance uncler this section in respect of a child who is 
over the age of 16 years, as being a child who is receiving such full-time 
instruction as aforesaid, the Assistant Commissioner of Incumie-tax may 
consult the Head of the institution. 

7F. (/) If the Asse.ssee proves that he maintains at his own expanse 

anv person being a relative of his or of his wife who i.s incapacitated by 
ol(l age or infirmity from maintaining hiin.self, or his wife’s widowetl 
mother, w’hether iiu'apacituted or not, and being a person whose total 
income from all sources does not. exceed Rs. 360 a year, he shall bt* entitled 
to a deduction of Us. 240 in lespect of each person wliom he so maintains, 
and a like deduction shall be made in the case of an Assessee who by reason 
of old age or infirmity, is comjielled to depend U])on the sei’^ces of a 
daughter resident with and maintained by him or her. 

(2) Whtne two or more persons jointly maintain any such person as 
aforesaid, the deduction to be made under this section shall be apportioned 
between them ju proportion to the amount or .value of their respective 
contributions towards the maintenance of that j)erson. 

{3) This section shall apply to an Assessee being a female person as 
it applies to an Assessee being a male person with the substitution of 
‘husband’ lor ‘wife’. 

7G. The deductions to be allowed under the foregoing sections would 
be allowed only^ where the Assesytee proves that the agricultural income of 
the Assessee assessable under this Act and the total income of the Assessee 
under the Indian Income-tax Act of 19‘22 does Tiot exceed Rs. 12,000.” 

Sir, although this is a very long amendment, it is necessary that 
honourable members should appreciate its importance. I was, indeed, very 
sorry when my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury stated that 
the amendment should be taken as read and need not be rea(l out in the 
House. I I do nut know whether that attitude was proper. 

I would like to refer the honourable members of this House .to chapter 40 
of the English Income-tax Act, 1918, being 8 and 9 George V. On referring 
to section 1, we would find that there the tax is levied in respect of all 
property, profits or gains described or comprised in the Schedules A, B, C, 
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D and E of the First Schedule to the Act. Turning to the Schedule itself, 
we would find that the following classes of profits, gains and property are 
included therein : — 

Schedule A deals with tax to be xharged in respect of pmperty on all 
lands, tenements, hereditaments and heritages in the United Kingdom. In 
looking to the detaj^ls with reference to the assessment on the annual value 
of lands, tenements, hereditaments or heritages we would find that the 
tax is assessed on rack-rent of the property at which they are let and if 
not let at rack-rent they are worth. With regard to other kinds of lands 
and properties, various provisions are made, detiiils of which I need not 
refer to the honourable members of this House. 

Schedule B deals with tax to be charged in res]>ect of occupation of 
lands, tenements, etc. The rules are prescribed in the said schedule. 

Schedule deals with tax to be charged in respeed of all profits arising 
from interest, annuities, dividends, shares or annuities payable out of 
public revenue. 

Schedule /> deals with tax to be charged in res]>ect of annual profits 
or gains arising or accruing (t) to any person residing in the United 
Kingdom from any kind of property whatever situate in the United Kingdom 
or elsewhere, (ii) to any person residing in the Ignited Kingdom from any 
trade, profession, employment or vocation whether tlie same he respec- 
tively carried on in the United Kingdom or elsewlnu-e (iit) and to any 
person whether British subject (»r not although not resident in the United 
Kingdom from any property whatever in the United Kingdom or from 
any trade profession, emjdoyment or vocation exercised within the United 
Kingdom (/??) and also on interest of money, annuities and other annual 
profits of gains not charged under schedules A, B, U or hi and not s])ecially 
exempted Iroin tax. Various rules are made with regard to assessment 
under Schedule I), details of which it is not necessary for me to refer to 
the honourable members. 

Under Schedule E tax shall be charged in respect of every public office 
or employment or ])rofit and in respect of every annuity, pension or stipend 
payable by the Crown or out of the public revenu(‘ of United Kingdom 
other than annuities charged under Schedule (' for every 20.f of the annual 
amount thereof. Now if we look to the Brovincial liegislative list under 
the Government of India Act 7th Schedule list II, we would find that 
items 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 48(«), 48(b) and 50 provide for taxation 
by the Provincial Government with respect tp various (dasses of income. 
So far as agricultural income is concerned, it is specifically provided for in 
item No. 41. Looking to the report of the Indian Taxation Enquiry 
Committee of *1924. we find at page 37 the system of land taxation of 
other countries summarised. So far as taxation imposed is concerned, the 
followdn^ features are nientiond therein: (a) a flat rate on capital or annual 
value, (6) a progressive tax on income which includes the income derived 
from the land, (t) in most cases a death duty or other capital tax, in some 
cases both, and (d ) a local rale. The principles underlying taxation may be 
stated in the word.s of Professor Seligman : “The relation of the individual 
to the local community is somew'hat different from Ihis relation to the State 
at large. The town is to a certain extent an association of business 
interest. While therefore the obligation of the citizen to eoiitribute to 
the general burdens should be regulated by the principle of faculty or 
ability, it is eminently proper that in the c-ase of the local l)od)c*s more 
tax should be paid to the principle of benefits. A tax on real state is a 
^al tax, a tax on product. It is not a personal tax. The rc-aJ State tax 
is a specially good local lax.” 

If we compare the system of land taxation in Britain and in British India, 
we will find that so far as land is concerned in Britain, it is taxed only 
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0»6e: ill# rate ina^ be bi|^h or low. 8o far ae British l^dia U concerned, 
ih© Taxation Enquiry Committee considered the question as to whether land 
revenue is a tax or rent, in paragraph 78 of their Report and the following 
paragraphs. The Report examines critically the position with regard to 
land revenue and in paragraph 84 we find the following statement: — 

“The contention that land revenue is a tax is reinforced by the facts 
that the State has never claimed universal ownership ; that it has conferred 
proprietory rights in permanently-settled areas; and that it imposes no 
restriction of sale or mortgage and in the case of nnyatai'i laud. The 
argument that the levy differs from a ta?^ and resembles a rent in the fact 
that it cannot be altered to suit the requirements of the State, in the long 
period for which it is fixed, and in the amenities given to the payers of 
land revenue in the shape of rent-free house-sites ; the use of common lands, 
the grant of loans and otherwise is necessary by the fact that there are 
many functions of a landlord which the State does not perform” — I w^ould 
pause here tor a moment and would request the honourable members to 
consider this aspect of the question very carefully. It is clear that the 
State will not perform all the functions which are necessary tor the 
protection of the people generally within the J^roviuce — ‘‘and that the 
process of assessment and collection is akin to that of a tax-collector’'. 

Sir, if we look to the history of Bengal during the last 1;')() years since 
the inauguration of the Permanent Settlement in 1793, we would find that 
the landlords are responsible for the establishment, maintenance and develop- 
ment of educational institutions, hostels, charitable dispensaries and other 
institutions for the benefit of the public which are ordinarily the functions 
of the Government. In the majority of cases the landlords also excavated 
tanks for the benefit of the agricultural population and had it not been for 
the help which the landlords ungrudgingly gave for the cause of public- 
welfare specially education, 1 do not Know wliat would have been the posi- 
tion of education in this country. We may quote the instance of the 
primary education tax and the attempt of the present Government to make 
primary education compulsory. 1 am sorry to say, Sir, that the Government 
have failed to introduce compulsory i)rimary education in the whole Province 
and the way in wdiich primary education is being conducted is far from 
satisfactory. The Report of the Indian Taxation Enquiry Committee has 
after referring to the two decisions of the Privy Council indicated that at 
the time of the Permanent Settlement the British Government were not the 

S roprietors of the permanently-settled areas and that in accordance with 
le ancient Hindu law as also the Muhammedan law they were entitled 
to a certain share of the produce of the lands and so this was really a tax 
and nothing else. I will, however, warn my honourable friends through 
jrou, Sir, that they must not suppose that I am opposing the agricultural 
income-tax on that ground. My object is to show that this is really 
nothing but double taxation. Let us consider now what the landholders 
of Bengal have to pay in the shape of taxes by reason of their occupation 
of land. The first tax, as I have indicated above, is land revenue in the case 
of ssuniiiulars and rent in the case of subordinate tenants. They have next. 
Sir, to pay road cess and public works cess for the maintenance of roads and 
public works at a certain rate per rupe(‘. They have next. Sir. to pay an 
education t'ess for the primary education of their children and also 
of the children of the locality. Next, Sir, these people have to pay the 
chowkidari tax which now is known as the union board tax. With reference 
to the chowkidari tax, the report of the Indian Taxation Enquiry Com- 
mittee has mentioned various aspects from which the tax should be consi- 
<lered. The lieport states that the chowkidari tax in Bengal sometime in 
the year 1924-25 amounted to G5*G lakhs of rupees. The Report further 
states that the upper limit of the tax was raised from rupee one to rupees 
four, to be levied and spent ly the union boards for improving local sanita- 
tion and disposal of civil and criminal cases. I do not know the amount 
ipl the union board tax now levied in Bengal from the landholding classes 
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Lb thi© villages. I would request the Hon’ble Finance Minister to look up 
and see for himself the total amount of union board tax paid by the landr 
holding classes in Bengal. Thus, Sir, one finds that the Government is 
realising from the zemindai*s taxes in the shape of laud revenue, in ths 
shape of road and public works cesses, "in the shape of education cess and in 
the shape of union loard tax. These are the four different taxes levied on 
the cultivating classes in Bengal. Agricultural income-tax is the fifth tax 
that the cultivators have to l>ear and therefore in assessing the tax you 
have to consider most carefully whether or not the tax would hit tha 
middle class and affect them seriously. I might remind the Hon’ hie 
Finance Minister that in the amendment I have prui>osed J have fixed 
the maximum limit of income of persons to be Us. 12,000 when they 
would be entitled to the deduction ]>roposed by me. Sir. if I now refer 
once against to the JEnglish Statute, we find that the princi])le oT the 
tax there is to have a ]>oitioii of the surplus iticome of the assessee 
after making provision for the exi>enses of/ maintaining themselves 
and the members of their family. It is commonly said that the British 
people are groaning under the heavy tax of lOs. in the £. But even then, 
Sir, what is the acdual position there? Tlu>re is a surplus amount which 
is left to an assessee after meeting all i)rimary expenses, which ! have 
indicated and the scale there is much heavier than the one that I have 
proposed here, for it may be assumed without contradiction that we 
generally i (Mini re less than the British people. Sir, 1 would re(in(‘st my 
honourable friends to my left, 1 m(>an'tho members of the Kuropeiin group, 
to consider the amendments whi(di 1 have now’ pr()])()Med. I say, Sir, 
that they are on their trial today and it is up to them to support thetie 
amendments of mine, so that when they themselves claim relief from double 
taxation under tlie priivisions of danse 41) of the Bill, they inight make out 
a more plausible case. It w'ould not be for the Hon’ble Finam’P Minister 
to say that llie rate of tax lie is levying is small compared with the tax that 
is Wing levied under the Briti.sh Act. It is not uncommon to find in this 
country that the head of an ordinary iniddle-cdass family has got to 
maintain about lb beads. If w(‘ look to the present ratio of expenses for 
maintaining with bare Hiislenane.e 15 men, the minimum requirements 
would be about Bs. l-S per day which means that he is to spend at least 
Rs, 700 per month for maintenance alone. Besides this, he has got to 
meet tW expenses tor clothing, medical expenses, expenses for repairing 
house, etc. I am not including the other expenses of cultivation because 
they have been dedu('.ted and the balance is only to be taxed. We would 
thus find that a man having an income of even Rs. 5,000 j^er annum 
cannot carry on without hardship if he is to pay the tax from the amount 
which is required fur his maintenance. If however reasonable allowances 
are granted for the maintenance of himself, his wife and the other rnembors 
of his family, and only tlie surplus income is assessed as in the British Act, 
I do not think, even if the tax is double, treble, quadruple or even levied 
for the fifth time, there should be any objection. In this connection, I 
would particularly request the Finance Minister to consider the plight of the 
middle-class people with an income from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 15,000, having to 
meet all sorts of expenses, the most important of the expenses is the higher 
education of his children. Sir, if you want to raise the standard of living 
and the economic condition of the people of Bengal and if you want to give 
them some respite from worries and suspense, you will have to consider the 
allowances which T propose in my amendments relating to clauses 7(a) to 
7(6). I hope, Sir, honourable members of this House will consider Ibis 
amendment in a reasonable .sjnrit. I would assure them Hint this is not 
meant as a censure on the Government in any vv’av. They would only he 

f iving due consideration 1o the rt»quirements of the assessee w^hom they^ 
ave the good fortune of representing in this House. T would like the' 
honourable members supporting the Government lo consider this matter 
from this point of vk w and not be carried away by the feeling that 
the amendment happens to be moved by a member of the Opposition it 
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be turned down, no matter whether it is reasonable or not. Sir, I think the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister had stated in connection with his reply to the 
debate on the circulation and Select Committee motions that he was not 
suggesting that the tax was being levied on account of the inflated income 
of the. people, althf)ugh I tried to suggest that this was so. I submit 
Sir, if it is conceded that this tax is not going to be justified on account 
of ten]]>orarv inflation due to war, I would ask him to (consider whether or 
not these allowances should be granted. In considering the amendment to 
th^ schedules, the honourable ineinbers wdll find that 1 have proposed that 
in the case of incomes exceeding certain limit the tax may be raised up to 
2-9 pies ill the rupee. 1 hope, Sir, that in this way the loss which may 
accrue on acfiount of the allowances I have proposed will be recouped to a 
certain extent from tlie increase of tax 1 have proposed from people who can 
(iffonl to pay from their income. Hoii'ble members, wdll also consider that 
in this country we have no legisjation making provision for the unemployed 
they have in llritain under the fin employment Insurance Act. The number 
of unfortunate people in villages who cannot maintain themselves with barest 
necessaries of lif(* is not inconsiderable; they fall back upon their neighbours 
who are more fortunate and wdio are cliaritah]\ dis])osed. As a matt(‘r of 
fact, we note the well-know'u Hindu idea tliai the guest is to be honoured 
tthovi* all peo])]e. 1 w'ould rtunind the honourable members nf the well- 
known Sanskrit slokt* : 

There are similar provisions in ihe Muhamnjadan law well ami they 

do not turn away a [)erson who comes praying for some dole for their 
niaint(‘nance. If you liit these per>ple by taxing them beyond their ca]>a- 
city, th^ will be compelled to refuse the help wdiich they were giving so 
long. You will have to maintain poor houses and work bouses: you will 
have to take tlie responsibility and bold yourself liable if a single individual 
dies of starvation. The deficit of the present year lias been met from the 
grant wdiich His Excellency the (lovernor has suctaunltMl in obtaining from 
the (Central (iovernment of Rs. 10 (u-ores of rupees and w’e must thank him 
for that. I must say, however, that by granting 10 crores of rupees to the 
Government of Bengal the Central Government does not in any wuiy deserve 
to bo congratulated. Sir, there cannot be any doubt that the deficit of the 
present year is due to the famine conditions that prevailed in Bengal during 
the last year and the acute condition that is now' prevulcnt in Bengal. If 
it is fince conceded flint this deficit is duo to war conditions and tlie death of 
about 4 million ])eople of Bengal iluring the last year was occasioned by 
shortage of foodstuff whicli could have been jirevcnted, 1 submit, Sir, 
honourable members wdll find that it was the incumbent duty nf the Central 
• Government to come to the assistance of the peo])le of Bengal long before. 
As a matter of fact, Sir, we feel that but for the highly injudicious 
declaration of the Ilon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies during the last year 
after the present Ministry assumed office tliat there W'as no shortage of food- 
stuffs, the Government could have prevented the death of so many people 
and the money which came subsequently from the other parts of India and 
from the other parts of the world would have to a certain extent relieved 
the situation. But I am not referring to these matters now to condemn the 
action or inaction of the Ministry during the last year. Past is past and it 
is no use referring to the past for the purpose of criticism merely. We 
refer to the past only for the purpose of preventing such recurrence 
in future and our experience of the past is only a guide for that purpose. 
I am referring to the grant of the Central Government of a sura of Rs. 10 
crores enabling Bengal Government to meet its deficits. Once it is con- 
ceded, as I have stated above that this deficit is due to war conditions: once 
it is conceded Hxat Bengal was in the forefront of the war during the last 
year and during the present year, Bengal is actually in the midst of war, 
a grant of Rs. 10 crores by the Central Government is nothing. I hope, 
Sir, I have said enough for the purpose of inducing honourable members 
to accept the amendment that I have proposed and I hope they would 
accede to my request and accept the amendment proposed. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amoudment moved: Tliat after clause 7 of tlie 
Jill, tbe following clauses be inserted, namely: — 

“7A. The Asvsessee if he proves that for the year of assessment he 
las his wife living with him, or that his wife is wholly maintained by him 
luring the year of a.^sessnient, and that he is not entitled in computing the 
iTOOunt of his income for that year for the purposes of the Income-tax 
inder this Act and the Indian liuanne-tax Act of 1922, to make any deduc- 
ion in respect of the sums paid for the maintenance of his wife, shall be 
mtitled to a deduction of Its. 1,200 annually, from the anunint of which 
ax is payable under this Act. 

7B. If the Assessee proves that he is a widower and that for the year 
)f assessment a })er8on being a female relative of his or of his deceased wife 
s resident with him for the purpose of having the (barge and ear(‘ of any 
^hild of his, or he proves that he has no female relative of his own or of 
lis decea.sed wife who is able or willing to take such iltarge and that he 
las employed some other female person to undertake the same, he shall, 
lubject as hereinafter provided, be entitled to a deduct iou of Ks. dt)0 in 
'espect of that female relative or other female person per year ; 

Provided that— 

(a) no deduction shall be allowed under this seetion iinleHs the Assessee 
proves tliat no other individual is entitled to a deduction in 
respect of the female relativi* under the provision of this Act 
or, if any other individual is so entitled, thol tin* other indivi- 
dual has reli(|uished iiis claim tluueto; and 

{b) Jio deduction slmll be allowed under tliis st'cti(m vvluue th(‘ ftunale 
relative is a marrieil w’oman living with h(‘r husband, and the 
husband has chiimed and been allow(*d ,i (](*duction of Hs, 1,200 
under the provisions of this clause; 

Explanatum. -In tliis S(‘ctiou the exj>ressiou ‘child’ metins a child in 
respect of wdiom a (hMluction is nllowaul un(l(*r this section; 

(c) this section shall ap]dy to a Assessee* being a widow as it applies 
to an Assess(‘e being a widower, with the substitution of ‘her 
(l(‘(‘eased husband’ for ‘his deceased wife*’. 


7C. If the Assessee proves that he is un-married and that he ha.s living 
with him either his mother, being a wdelow’ or a j)e rson living a])art from 
her husband, or seune other female relative, for the purpose* of having the 
charge and care of any brother or sister of his, being a child in respect of 
whom a deduction ir. allowed under this section, and that he maintains the 
mother or othetv relative at his own expense; and that neither he nor any 
other individual is entitled to a deduction in respect of the same person 
under this section or if any other individual is entitled to any such deduc- 
tion that the other individual has relinquished his claim thereto, he shall 
be entitled to a deduction of Rs. 300. 


7D. If the Assessee proves that he has been living at the year of com- 
mencement of assessment any child who is either under the age of 16 years 
or who, if over the age of 1(> years at the commencement of that year, 
is receiving full-time instruction at any University, college, school or other 
educational establishment, he shall, subject to the provisions of this section, 
be entitled in respect of one child to a deduction of Rs. 360 and in respect 
of each subsequent child to a deduction of Rs. 240. The expresifion ‘child* 
in this section includes a step-child. 


7E. If the Assessee proves that for the year of assessment he has the 
custody of and maintains at his owm expense any ('hild who is under the 
age of 16 years at the commencement of that year, or who, if 
of 16 years at the commencement of that year is receiving '/”!•„ 

instruction as aforesaid, and that neither he nor any 

entitled to a deduction in respect of the same child under te g g 
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provisions of this section or iindpr any of the other provisions of this Act, 
or, if any other individual is entitled to such a deduction, that that other 
individual has relinquished his claim thereto, he shall be entitled in res- 
pect of the child to the same deduction as if the child were a child oi his. 

Explanation . — No deduction shall be allowed under this section in 
respect of any child who is entitled in his own right to an income exceed- 
ing Rs. 360 a year ; 

Provided that in calculating the income of the child for the purpose of 
this section no account shall be taken of any income to which the child is 
entitled as a holder of a scholarship, or other similar educational endow- 
ments : 

Provided further that if any question arises as to whether any Assessee 
is entitled to an allowance under this section in respect of a child who is 
over the age of IG years, as being a child who is receiving such full-time 
instruction as aforesaid, the Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax may 
consult the Head of the institution. 

7F. {]) If the Assessee proves that he maintains at his own expense 

any person being a relative of his or of his wife who is incapacitated by 
old age or infirmity from maintaining himself, or his wife’s widowed 
mother, whether incapacitated or not, and being a person whose total 
in(;ome from all sources does not ex(;eed Rs. 3G() a year, he shall be entitled 
to a deduction of Rs. 240 in respect of each person whom he so maintains, 
and a like deduction shall be made in the case of an Assessee who by reason 
of old age or infirmity, is compelled to depend upon the services of a 
daughter resident with and maintained by him or her. 

(2) Where two or more persons jointly maintain any such person as 
aforesaid, the deduction to be made under this section shall be apportioned 
between them in proportion to the amount or value of their respective 
contributions towards the maintenance of that person. 

(3) This section shall ap]>ly to an Assessee being a female person as it 

applies to an Assessee btdng a male per.son with the substitution of 

‘husband’ for ‘wife’. 

7(1. The deductions to be allowed under the foregoing sections would 
be allowed only where, the Assessee proves that the agricultural income of 
the Assessee assessable under this Act and the total income of the Assessee 
under the Indian Income-tax Act of 19‘22 does not exceed Rs. 12,000.” 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to support this 
amendment. I have not been able to carefully study the whole amend- 
ment (Cries of “Oh, oh” from the Treasury Benches), but I have full 
reliance on the honourable mover who has, with painstaking care, prepared 
the amendment. I have, however, to discharge a very general 
duty, that is, to deal with the general aspect of the case. When I said 
that I had not studied the amendment in detail, I did not mean to say 

that 1 did not know w'hat the amendment means or that I did not know 

whether that amendment should be accepted or not. My honourable 
friends who are very merry over this admission really interpret their 
own mind. They are absolutely aloof from what is bein^ said and done 
here and my admission is not really due to any absent-mindedness on my 
part as my honourable friends on the other side really showed yesterday. 
(Mr. HahIidul Huq Chowdhury : You are saying too much). However, 
Sir, so far * -i the proposed sub-clauses are concerned, the first sub-clause 
7A deals with the case of a married man. 7B deals with a widower, 
7C deals with an unmarried man. With regard to these three sub-clauses, 
the general principle underlying them is that those who have to maintain 
certain relations, the maintenance charges should be exempted 
from taxation. Then sub-clauses 7D, 7E, 7F ^and 7G deal with persons 
who maintain children under 16 years, who are studying in the University 
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ind have not sufficient income of their own and those who maintain 
’elations of the wife and other persons in the family. These proposed 
mb-clauses have been taken from the English Income-tax Act. As has 
[)een already pointed out by my friend Mr* Mukherjee that the English 
tax-payers though they have to pay a larger i>ercentage of their income, 
jtill these deductions are allowed. As far as 1 can guess from what I 
k:now of the English society, they are not accustomed to maintain relations 
to the extent we Hindus and Muslims do. Every large family maintains 
% large number of relatious and they are considered to be a 
legitimate charge on the estate. There are old ])erHon8 having no income ' 
ind there are children who have got to he |>rovided for. Even in 
countries like England, where it is not as much a virtue to maintain 
relations, these exempiions are allowed. Tliese e-annj>tions should have 
apparently greater application to the conditions of Bengal. As has 
already been pointed out, this Agricultural Income-tax Act is going to 
be thrust upon the people all on a sudden; it will 1 believe create a great 
amount of dislocation in the income of the peopl(‘ and some amount of 
breathing time should be given to them. The difficult situation in which 
the landlords have been placed has very ably been dis(‘.ussed by my friend 
the mover. In fact, they have found themselves in very difficult 

circumstances. This agricultural income-tax will very badly aftect them. 
I, tlierefore, think that the exemi)tions sliould be more equitable. Instead 
of allowing the Executive to create some loopholes and give exemption as 
they please, it is far better that exemption should hi* specifically 
mentioned on tlie lines indicated in the proposed amendment. It is the 
middle class families which will be badly affected. In tlie cases of a large 
number of middle class families with apparently good incomes wliich have to 
maintain a large number of relations, the large burdens which they have 
got to hear on this ac(‘nunt have not been exempted. These natural 

charges deserve exeiui)ti()n. These jjroposed exem])tions should be 

carefulK studied and accepted. They are already acce])ted in the British 

Iiicoinc-tax Act and there is no reason why you should not accc])! them 
here, 8])ecially in view of the fact that the relations have got to be 
maintained which is the moral duty of every family in the difficult 
circumstances through wliich the middle classt's are now passing. It ie 
all the more desirable that amendments of this type should be accepted, 
and exemptions should be allowed really on a more ecjuiiable manner. 
As I have already said, I support the principle of tliis tax but, at the 
same time, 1 give my support to the generous and legitimate exemptions. 
Income-tax should be levied on real income. Incomes charged with large 
burdens are only pafU'r incomes. Net incomes alone should be charged 
with income-tax. In the circumstances, I believe, these exemptions 
should bo accepted on principle. The amendment is based on humanitarian 
considerations. It is calculated to determine; the real int;ome of the people 
ac(‘or{ling to tlie condition of the country and to the fe<;1ings and sentiments 
of the people and tliey should therefore be accepted. With these few words, 
1 support the amendments. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; Sir, unlike the 
sponsor of the amendment, I liave devoted all attention to the amendment 
that it deserved. I may at the outset say that I have a certain amount 
of sympathy for the amendment. But let us consider the amendment 
carefully. The proposed amendment seeks to introduce a few new clauses 
in the Bill. These new clauses are intended to provide that as 
long as a man’s income, both under this Bill and under the Income-tax 
Act, does not exceed 12,000 rupees a year, he sliall he entitled to a certain 
amount of fixed allowance in respect of his wife, womoi# 
children, incapacitated relatives, etc. These suggestions take ntte'* ® 
provisions for personal allowances in respect of wife and 
British Income-tax Act. I would, however, like the ? avstem 

certain points which would show the difference betwee 
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adopted in the Bill, namely, the Indian system and the British system. In 
-onr Bill there is an exemption limit of 3,500 rupees as against the exemp- 
tion limit of only £110 under the British Act — I take the figure of the year 
1941-42. Secondly, in our Bill as well as in the Indian Income-tax Act, 
tlhere is a free-slab of Its. 1,500, although there is no free-slab in the British 
system. On account of these two points of difference in the two systems, 
there is no room for providing for personal allowance in our Bill. The free- 
slab provides for this adequately. 

Finally, it may be pointed out that the impact of the British income- 
tax on the British tax-payer is much more than the impact of this Bill 
on the Bengal tax-payer. Even when an assessee in the United Kingdom 
has a big family and all his income is earned income, the effective 
rate of income-tax may rise as high as 19 shillings in the pound, I take 
the 1941-42 rates. The maximum rate in our Bill is only a few 
annas and six pies in the rupee and the effective rate is certainly much 
lower. In these circumstances, the criticism of the Bill on the lines that 
personal allowances are not provided for in it, as in the British Income-tax 
Act, is entirely unreal. This Bill not only provides for a much higher 
exemption limit and a complete free-slab — features which are not present in 
the British Income-tax Act, — but the effective rate of the tax in the case of 
the assessees is very much lower in our Bill in spite of the absence of express 
provision for personal allowances. Taking all these things into consideration, 
1 w'ould ask the honourable member who lias moved this amendment to consi- 
der seriously whetlier the taxation measure, as it appears in the Bill, is not 
fair and just. I would, therefore, ask him not to press his amendment to a 
vote, or in the alternative we must oppose it as best as we can. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; On a point of information, 
Sir. Hon’ble Finance Minister stated that there was no tax on the first 
8,500. As a matter of fact, I find that in Schedule A to the proviso to 
•ub-clause (2), the figure given is Rs. 3,500; but according to the 
provision of sub-clause (7), the tax is to be levied after the first Rs. 1,500. 
Will ihe Hon’ble Minister please clear up this anomaly? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 will ex])lain that 
when 1 come to explain the slab system. 

Mt. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: That after 
clause 7 of the Bill, the following clauses be inserted, namely: — 

“7A. The Assessee if he proves that for the year of assesrfinent he has 
his wife living with him, or that his wife is wholly maintained by him 
during the year of assessment, and that he is not entitled in computing the 
amount of liiis income for that year for the j)ur])oses of the Income-tax 
under this A(rt and the Indian Income-tax \rt of 1922, to make any deduc- 
tion in respect of the sums paid for the maintenance of his wife, shall be 
entitled to a deduction of Rs. 1,200 annually from the amount of which 
tax is payable under this Act. 

7B. If the Assessee proves that he is a widower and that for the year of 
assessment a person being a female relative of his or of his deceased wife is 
resident wdth him for the purpose of having the charge and care of any 
child of his, or he proves that he has no female relative of his own or of his 
deceased wife who is able or willing to take such charge and that he has 
employed some other female person to undertake the same, he shall, subject 
as hereinafter provided, be entitled to a deduction of Rs. 300 in respect of 
that female relative or other female person per year : 

Provided Uiat — 


(a) n<^ deduction shall be allowed under this section unless the Assessee 
proves that no other individual is entitled to a deduction in 
respect of the female relative under the provision of this Act or, 
if any other individual is so entitled, that the other individual 
has relinquished his claim thereto; and 
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(b) no deduc tion shall be allowed under this section where the female 
relative is a married woman living? with lu*r husband, and the 
husband has claimed and becm allowed a deduction of Ra. 1,200 
\inder the provisions of thijs clause; 

K,rpln,7iatnm . — Tn this section the expression ‘child’ nieans a child in 
respect oLw’hom a deduction is allowed under this section; 

<c) this section shall apply to a Asvsessee beinj^f a widow as it applies to 
and Assessee l>ein«j;* a widower, with the siiljstitiitinn of *her 
deceased husband’ for ‘his deceased wife’. 

7C. If the Assessee proves that he is unmarrie«l and that he haa 
living with him either his mother, being a widow or a person living apart 
from her husband, or some other female relative, fm the jmrpose of having 
the charge and care of any brother or sister oi his, being a cliild in r('S])ect of 
whom a deduction is allowe<l under this st‘ction, and tliat In* maintains the 
mother or other relative at his own ex])ense ; ami that neither he nor 
any other individual is entitled to a dedm.tion in res]>t‘ct of the same person 
under this section or if any other individual is entitled to any such deduc- 
tion that the other individual has relinquished his claim thereto, he shall 
be entitled to a deduction of Rs. 300. 

71). If the Assessee ])roves that lie has been living at th(‘ year of eom- 
mencement of assessment any child who is either under th(‘ ag(* of 10 years 
or who, if over the age of 10 years at the <‘ommeneement of that year, 
is receiving full-time instruction at any University, college, school or other 
educational establishment, he shall, subject to the provisions of this section, 
be entitled in respect of one child to a deduction of Ils. 300 and in respect 
of each subsequent child to a deduction of Rs. 240. The expression ‘child* 
in this section includes a step-child. 

7E. If the Assessee proves that for the year of assessment he has the 
custody of and maintains at his own expense any child who is under the 
age of 10 years at tlu* commencement of that year, or who, if over the age 
of 10 years at the commencement of that year is receiving such full-time 
instruction as aforesaid, and that neither he nor any other individual is 
entitled to a deduction in respect of the same child under the foregoing 
provisions of this section or under any of the other provisions of this Act, 
or, if any other individual is entitled to such a deduction, that that other 
individual has relinquished his claim thereto, he shall be entitled in respect 
of the child to the same deduction as if the child were a child of his. 

Explanation. — No. deduction shall be allowed under this section in 
respect of any child who is entitled in his own right to an income exceeding 
Rb. 3G0 a year : 

Provided that in (jalculating the income of the child for the purposes of 
this section no account shall be taken of any ine-ome to which the child is 
entitled as a holder of a scholarship, or other similar edm^ational endow- 
ments : 

Provided further that if any question arises as to w'h ether any Asesseee 
is entitled to an allowance under this section in respee,t of a child who is 
over the age of 16 years, as lieing a child who is receiving such full-time 
instruction as aforesaid, the Assistant Coniraissioner of Income-tax may 
consult the Head of the institution. 

7F. (1) If the Assessee proves that he maintains at his own expense any 

person being a relative of his or of his wife who is incapacitated by old age 
or infirmity froip maintaining himself, or his wife s widowed mother, 
whether incapacitated or not, and lieing a person whose total ine-ome from 
all sources does not exceed Rs. 360 a year, he shall be entitled to a dedu<5tion 
of Rs. 240 in respect of each person whom he so ^maintains, and a i e 
deduction shall be made in the case of an Assessee, who by reason o . 

Or infirmity, is compelled to depend upon the services of a daugnter 
with and maintained by him or her. 
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(2) Where two or more persons jointly maintain any such person as 
aforesaid, the deduction to be made under this section shall be apportioned 
between them in proportion to the amount or value of their respective 
contributions towards the maintenance of that person. 

{S) This section shall apply to an Assessee being a female person as it 
applies to an Assessee being a male person with the substitution of 
'husband* for ‘wife*. 

7G. The deductions to be allowed under the foregoing sections would 
be allowed only where the Assessee proves that the agricultural income of 
the Assessee assessable under this Act and the total income of the Assessee 
under the Indian Income-tax Act of 1922 does not exceed Rs. 12,000**. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

(Jlavse 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Clause H .stand part of the Bill. 

Now, Khan Bahadur, do you want to move your amendment No. 191? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir; but I am afraid 

that amendiricnt No. 1H9 has been passed over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, this will fo-appear as 193A. As regards this 
amendment of yours, I find that the House has already given its decision 
sometime ago on a similar aTiiendmeni of >ours. iSo 1 do not think you can 
move it, 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: 1 will simply move it without 
any speeeli. It was defeated indeed, but it was in another context. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is the very same armuidment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That may render the passage 
of the amendment difficult 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is a mere matter of drafting as you observed 
on the last occasion. 1 am afraid, therefore, you cannot move it. You 
can move auiendnuuit No, 192, if you like. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move; That in sub- 
clause {2) of clause 8 of the Bill, the words “as long as” in line 5 be 
omitted. 

The words (complained of by me appear in suh-claus(^ (2) of clause 8. 
If the hoiiourahh* memheis would read the clause, they would find 
that ihe words “as long as” have no definite meaning or purpose in the 
Buh-chiuse. I’erhaps the \\ords “as long as” have some eoiineetion with 
certain later expr<‘ssions. If the expression later on is inelastic, inter- 
position of certain other words after them has separated these words from 
the context in which they should stand. I shall read the suh-clause so 
much as is neceswsary : * * the agricultural income derived 

therefrom shall, as long as for the purposes of assessment of income-tax 
under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, the income derived therefrom 

* 1 think a man of ordinary intelligence would stumble over 
this clause and would haye great difficulty in understanding what is meant. 
After very careful consideration, I have come to the conclusion that the 
words “as long as” are connected with the words “income derived 

* ♦> ♦ *” so on and so forth. But the interposition of these words is 

parentheli(nil and the other words connected with these words are hopelessly 
separated. Only the words and the parenthesis would have been better. 
Tfith all the experience that I can claim of reading and interpreting statutes, 
my first impression was that the words “as long as** were absolutely 
necessary. But later on^ after a great deal of thought, I found that th^ 
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are connected with some later words and the confusinf^ intei^sitioii of 
several other swords have created havoc. That is another examine of hasty 
and careless drafting. With these words, I beg to move my amendment 
simply to draw the attention of the government to the dithcult state of 
affairs that has been created by the introduction of the parenihetiool 
expression in a wrogg manner. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 8 of the Bill, the words “as long as** in line 5 be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. I was glad to 
hear from my friend Khan Bahadur Nasiiruddin Ahmad that he realised 
that the w’ords “as long as” were necessary and that they had a purpose. 
In that view, 1 opjiose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I have your consent 
to withdraw the aiiKmdment? It will take st)me time to ascribe any 
meaning to the passage. That was why I tabled this amendment. (The 
Hon*ble Mr. Tulsi Chandba Goswami : It is not my fault.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Has the honourable member leave of the llouse to 
withdraw his am('ndmi‘nt ^ 

(VoiCK.s : Yes.) 

(The amendment w'as then by leave of the House withdrawn.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: vSir. I heg to move that in 
clause 8 of tlie Bill, in tlie E.rp!a/uitton to sub-clause (2)^ for tbo words 
‘‘attributable to” in line 4, the words “derived from” be substituted. 


The jmssage \\}ier(' these w'ords occ'ur reads lik(‘ this: “ such 

portion of that income as is attributable to lands in Bengal **. The 


words “attributable to” s(*em to me to be rather loost* and vague. They 
are too geueral for the purpose in hand. 1 submit lliui the substitution 
of these words would really improve the draft. With tihese few words, 

I move my amendment. 

M‘r. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: Tliat in edause 8 of the Bill, 
in the E.rploriation to sub-clause (21, for the words “attributable to** in 
line 4, the wmrds “derived from** no substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA CQ8WAMI: I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That ip 
clause 8 of the Bill, in the Explanation to sub-clause (2), for tho worda 
“attributable to” in line 4, the words “derived from” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move ; That 
in the Explanation io sub-clause (2) of clause 8 of the Bill, for paragraphs (t) 
and {ii), the following paragraphs be substituted, namely: — 

“(i) according to the proportion of the area in Bengal as compared 
with the total area within Bengal and without Bengal. 

{ii) notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, in the case of 
tea f the plant Camellia Thea (Linn) ] grown in Bengal and 
sold by the grower himself or his Agent after manufacture, the 
agricultural incom^ derived therefrom shall be payable on the 
whole of such agricultural income.*’ 

I beg also to move : That in sub-clause (2) of clause 8 of the Bill, 
paragraph (ii) of the Explanation be deleted. 

I would like to point out in support of my amendments that 
as it stands in the Bill suggests that the proportion fixed by 
under the Indian Income-tax Act of 1922, is inflexible and as^ue 
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Accepted by the authorities assessing the agricultural income-tax. I would 
like to emphasise the fact that the Provincial Government should not be 
bound by the determination of the authorities under the Indian Incomes- 
tax Act of 1922 and the officers appointed under the said Act. Sir, it 
may be that niany things escaped the attention of those authorities which 
our officers will be able to detect and it would not be fair to bind the 
Bengal Government with decisions arrived at by the officers appointed 
under the Indian Income-tax Act of 1922. The determination by the 
authorities of the Indian Income-tax Act may be received as prirna facie 
evidence, but should not be taken as conclusive. I submit that with 
regard to tea, the officers appointed under the Provincial Government 
should have a free hand in the matter of assessing income-tax derived 
from tea planters and they should not be hampered in any way by any 
decision arrived at by any other authf)rity. We should have a uniform 
system of assessment throughout the Province with regard to all sorts of 
cases and should not allow one class of assessees to be guided 
by decisions arrived at by a different machinery. I would submit, Sir, that 
if the amendments that I have proposed are carefully looked at, it will be 
found that they are really giving the authorities assessing the tax under the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Act beUer scope for (‘xamining the income 
of persons who are charged under the Indian Income-tax Act. This affects 
the growers whether they are Indians or Europeans and therefore I submit 
that in these cases my amendment should be accepted so that the decision 
of the Income-tax authorities may not be binding upon the provincial 
Authorities. With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendments moved: that in the Explanation to 
Aub-clause (2) of clause 8 of the Bill, for paragraphs (t) and (u), the follow- 
ing paragraphs be substituted, namely: — 

“(i) according to the proportion of the area in Bengal as compared 
with the total are within Bengal and without Bengal. 

(n) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, in the case of 
tea [the plant Camellia Thea (Linn)] grown in Bengal and sold 
by tlu* grower himself or his agent after manufacture, the 
agri('ultural income derived therefrom shall be payable on the 
whole of such agricultural income.’’ 

Also, that in sub-clause (2) of claiuse 8 of the Bill, paragraph {ii) of the 
Explanation be deleted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Explanation 

deals with the question of apportionment of agricultural income where 
euch income is derived from lands partially in and partially without Bengal. 
It would be better where an apportionment on the basis of accounts naa 
been made by Central Income-tax authorities to adopt that apportionment 
in Bengal rather than apportion them on the basis of area and I submit 
thaU paragraph {u) of amendment 193 is irrelevant in this context and 
hardly means anything. 

As regards amendment 194, I submit that if this paragraph is deleted, 
as pro])osed, it would be necessary to provide for the cases where tJhe Central 
Income-tax authorities do not make the apportionment and I submit that 
such cases will not be infrequent. 

(The amendments were negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUK.HERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sab-clause (J) oi clause 8 of the Bill, the words, commas and figures ‘"a 
certified copy of an order of an assessment under the Indian Income-tax 
Act, 1922, or” in lines 2 and 3 be deleted. 

Sir, the purpose of my amendment is that the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax authorities should not be bound by any decision of the autho- 
lities undergo Indian Income-tax Act, but they snould be able to look lo? 
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themselveft as to what would .be tbe amount for whicli tho assessee is to be 
taxed. I do not think it is necessary to add anyth iiigf to what I Lave stated 
in respect of my previous amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AmendmenCmoved : That in sub-clause (S) of 
clause 8 of the Bill, the words, commas and fij?ures “a certified copy of an 
order of an assessment under the Indian Income-tax AVt, 1922, or^' in 
lines 2 and 3 be deleted. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, the words. 

commas and figures which the mover of the amendment prop(|scs should 
be deleted are necessary and therefore they must h(^ retuiuen. I oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (3) of clause 8 of the Bui, the words, commns and fij^nires ‘‘a certi- 
fied copy of an order of an assessment under the Indian Income-tax Act, 
1922, or*’ in lines 2 and 3 be deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Clause 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 8 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause t9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 9 stand 
part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10 of the Bill, after the words “shall not“ in line 1, a comma be 
inserted. 

Sir, as enough controversy has already been raised on a similar amend- 
ment, I would simply say that the introduction of this comma would 
rather make things clear. That is the only object of this amendment. I 
submit that it should be accepted. It would be an insult to the intelligence 
of this House to repeatedly submit sound amendments to be repeatedly 
voted down. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Amendment moved: that in clause 10 of the Bill, 
after the words “shall not“ in line 1, a comma be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10 of the Bill, in paragraph (n), for the words “has paid or will 
pay” in line 3, the words “is liable to pay” be substituted. 

Sir, the reason for this amendment is that tax or its exemption would 
depend upon the liability to pay rather than actual payment. In the 
Bill-clause both the standards have been laid down, viz., “has paid or 
will pay”. So, an anticipated payment will also be exempted. Tho 
best expression which will convey both will be “is liable to pa.y”- The 
expression “will pay” is vague and indeterminate. The 
amendment is, I think, more simple and more accurate. ^ Witii tneao 
words, I move my amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 10 of the BUL 
ill paragraph (a), for the words “has paid or will pay“ in line 3, the words 
“is liable to pay^^ be substituted. 

The iHen’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move that in clause 10 
of the Bill, in paragraph (a), for the words “has paid or will pay" in 
line 3, the words “has paid or is liable to pay" be substituted. 

This is an alternative form of the last amendment: it is more compr^ 
hensive and may be the least unacceptable to the Hon^ble Minister. With 
these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 10 of the Bill, 
in paragraph (a), for the words “has paid or wilb pay" in line 3, the 
words “lias paid or is liable to pay" be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 10 of the Bill, after paragraph (/>), the following new sub-paragraph 
be inserted, namely: — 

“(66) any nniri which he receives as a member of an association of 
individuals, the agricultural income-tax of which has already 
been taxed." 

Sir, by sub-paragraph (6), any sum which a man receives as a member of 
a Hindu undivided family, which has been already taxed has 
exempted on the ground that it would be double taxation. By this short 
amendment, 1 desire to extend the relief from similar double taxation to 
those iKioplc wlho do not come within the meaning of the “Ilindu undivided 
family". A “Hindu undivided family" according to this Bill) wH* 
appear from the definition section, n*ally mt'aiis a Hindu undivi(h;d family 
belonging to the Mitakshara scliool. It is well-known that Bengali Hindus 
do not genc'rally form part of the }/ ilaksJidru family. Thus, the exemption 
allowed by sub-paragraph (6) to Hindu joint families belonging to the 
Mitaksham scliool will not get the benefit of this exemption. The exemption 
is just and ^Jhoul(l be extended to all jiersons who are members of a joint 
DaytihiiQ<j(h family a?) well as to joint Muslim families. If double taxation 
is to be relieved, it should he relieved for all persons concerned. The Bill- 
clause exempfs only M tfakshara family. Ordinary Bengali families, both 
Hindu and Muslim families, may he described as an association of indivi- 
duals. ]f se.vejal persons belonging to a joint family have formed an asso- 
ciation of individuals, and if their income has already been subjected to 
taxation, they sliould be relieved from further taxation. I submit that the 
principle of the amendment is just and should be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 10 of the Bill, 
after paragraph (6), the following new sub-paragraph be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(66) any «uin which he receives as a member of an association of 
individuals, the agricultural income-tax of which has already 
been taxed;" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, if the honour- 
able mover of the amendment carefully reads paragraph (a), he will find 
that the casd of Mitakshara family has been considered. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 10 
<jf the Bill, after paragraph (6), the following new sub-paragraph be 
inserted, namely: — 

**(66) any sum which he receive as a member of an association of 
individuals, the agricultural income-tax of which has already 
been taSJfed;** 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause lO 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

• Clause 11. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Aah^ur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, may 1 move amendment 
No. 205 standing in the names of Mr. Biren Roy and Mr. Mesbahuddin 
Ahmad P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has been disposed of as neither of them 
wanted to move the amendment. If you wanted to move the amendment 
you should have stood up at the time when I called out the names. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the difficulty is that we 

have to wait to see whether the amendment standing in the names of the 
Government Whips is moved or not 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 1 am afraid the amendment cannot 
be moved now. 

The question before the House is that clause 11 stand part of the Bill.' 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 12. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 12 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move: That 
clause 12 of the Bill be deleted. 

Sir, in this connection 1 may read out clause 12 of the Bill. Clause 12 
stands thus: *Tn computing the total agricultural 

Mt. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, your amendment is a negative one. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, it is not a negative 
motion so far as the whole Act is coiiceined. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can oppose the clause, but you cannot move 
that the clause be deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I submit that the 
decision of the Chair on previous occasions has been that if a clause is to 
be deleted, there should be a motion to that effect. 

Mr. ^PRESIDE NT: The question before the House is that clause 12 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 8ir, 1 would like to oppose 
this motion. Clause 12 reads thus : — 

“12. . In computing the total agricultural income of any individual 

for the purpose of assessment, there shall be included 

(a) so much of the total agricultural income of a wife or minor child 

of such individual as arises directly or indirectly 

(t) from assets transferred directly or indirectly to the wife by the 
husband otherwise than for adec|uate consideration or 
connection with an agreement to live apart. 
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The words of this clause are wide enough to catch persons who have got 
tome proper^es belonging to wife or minor children. It would be a very 
good weapon for the Income-tax Officers; and tihe Assessors, who will assess 
the income-tax will be given a very good handle for the purpose of compel- 
ling the assessee to submit to any terms which the Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer might impose upon him. Now, what are the assets transferred direct- 
ly or indirectly What does “transferred indirectly^ mean? I would like 
the Hon’ble Minister to explain what he means by expressions, such as, 
“indirectly to the wife” or “transferred directly or indirectly to the minor 
child”. What is the indirect transfer which he wants to incorporate in this 
paragraph? A transfer is either directly made to wife or to minor child. 
I find the Hon’ble Minister is going to take help from the draftsman. I 
hope he will take proper help from him. « 

Now, Sir, 1 would submit that this clause as drafted should not be 
allowed to stand in the Bill. If there is any vague wording in any other 
Act, that should not be any ground why a vague word like this should be 
incorporated in the present Act, even when it is pointed out that such a 
word should not be incorporated in the Statute Book. 

Now, Sir, I would refer the Hon*ble Minister to paragraph (b) which 
runs as follows : — 

“(6) so much of the total agricultural income of any person or 
association of persons as arises from assets transferred otherwise 
than for adequate consideration to the person or ossoeiutioii by 
such individual for the benefit of his wife or minor child or 
both.” 

I do not understand, Sir, how an association or an individual could 
transfer for the benefit of his wife or his minor child? The clause gives 
no meaning as it stands. On the other hand, it gives wide scope to the 
Income-tax authorities for the purpose of compelling the assessee 
to sulmiit to Ihis terms. I submit, Sir, that the entire clause should be 
deleted. As a matter of fact, if the wife has got an agricultural income 
from properties belonging to her or if a wife has agricultural income from 
properties which belong to the husband and which have been transferred by 
the husband in favour of the wife or by the father in favour of the minor 
child, the Income-tax Officer can assess the wife or the minor 
child, if the income is sufficient for that purpose, separately under the 
provisions of the Act. Tihere is no bar to that assessment; but if you 
want to give such a wide power, this would act really as an engine of 
oppression and anybody and everybody can be harassed by reason of the 
provision contained therein. 

With these few words, I .oppose the retention of this clause in the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; Sir, I would like 
to say why clause 12 should be retained. Clause 12 has been imported 
from the Indian Income-tax Act, and is designed to prevent fraudulent 
and unfair transaction. Sir, the honourable member asked me as to how 
property could be indireclly transferred by a husband to bis. wife or 
vice versa. The object of using the word “Indirectly” is quite clear. 
You can make an indirect transfei* to another person in various ways. 
You can, for instance, have a henanti transaction and you can put up a third 
party who will purchase the property on the understandinir that it will be 
re-conveyed to your wife, etc. That is how an indirect transfer can take 
place. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERtlEE. On a point of information, 
Sir. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if it is his intention that a 
suit will have to be instituted in order that the Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer may ascertain wbetlher a transaction is henami or swanami? 
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The Hon*bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The whole obiect of 
clause 12 is to prevent the evasion of taxation and to wee that the macniiier3r 
to prevent this evasion is adequate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we may stop here for today, and continae 
this matter toniorraj^'. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl 

Sir, before you adjourn the House, may I mention that on next Friday 
Shabi-haraf, a festival of the Muhammadans, takes place, and the House 
may not sit that day on that account? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. But Friday is a non-official day! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hon’hle the Jioader of the 
House says that Friday is a day of Muhammadan festival and Moslem 
members of the House would not like to meet that day. I take it that it 
is the general desire of the House that we <lon’t meet that day — I mean 
Friday next? 

(There was general agreement.) 

All right; so there would be no meeting on Friday, the 4th August. 

The House now' stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m., tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 2nd 
August, 1944. 
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(1) Khan Sahib Faridiiddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humaj^un Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(8) Mr. M. R. Jaijuria. 

(9) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. ^ 

(10) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(11) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(12) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(13) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(15) Mr. R. Pal Chaudhury. 

(16) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(20) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(21) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(22) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sessioffif 1944 — No. 70. 


The Coun(’ie met in tlie Legislative (’haniber (»t the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednenday, the 2nd Augu^t, HMl, at 2-lo p.iu., 
being the seventieth day of the First Sessitm of 11144, ])insinuit to section 
C2(2)(«) of the <TOvernmeJit of India Act, 1035. 

Mr. President (tlie II on 'hie Sir Bmoy Pimsad MN<;ii Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the (3iair. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move : that 
in clause 12 of the Bill, in paragraph (5), after the words “asso<‘iatiou of 
persons” in line 2, the words “or the Killer of an Indian State” be 
inserted. 

The object of niy amendment *is to s])ecifically mention the Ruler of an 
Indian State. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in claus<‘ 12 of th<* Bill, 
in paragraph (h), after {he words “association of persons” in lini* 2, the 
words “or the Ruler of an Indian State” be inserted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to support the amendo 

uient. The Ruler of an Indian State should be mentioned as other parties 
are mentioned, otherwise the clause would lie incoin]>lete. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : 1 oppose the amend- 

ment. I do not think it is necessary in tin* context. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is: that in clause 12 
of the Bill, in paragraph tb), after the words “assoidation of })ersonR” in 
line 2, the words “or the Ruler of an Indian State^^ be inserted. 

The question being jnit, a division wnis challeng6‘d and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYE^IS. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 

Mr. Khorthad Alam Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakra varti. 

Mr. L. C. Oat. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. 1C. K. Dutta. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahd. 4an. 


Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 
Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohoianabith. 
Mr. B. C. MukharJI. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Ray. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chawdhury. 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Masbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Atimad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Hamidul Hue ClMMMlhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 

Mr. c. E. Clark#. 

Mr. D. J. Cahan. 

Mrs. K. 0*Rozarlo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 
“Ayes" being 18, and the “Noes” — 21, 
175 


Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. Haaain. 
Mr. Latafat Hoasaln. 

Mr. Mohamad Nottain. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laldlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subhfali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur Muklasur Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


The House has divided. The 
the 'amendment is negatived. 
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Clause 12. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The queBtion before the House is : that clause 12 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Sir, when you said ‘‘Ayes have it”, the Whip 
of the Government Party, challenged by saying “Noes have it”. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: No, Sir, 1 did not say that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He says that he did not do it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I cannot disbelieve my ears. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is probably a comedy of errors. 

Clause 13, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 13 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 13 of the Bill, for the word “guaridan” in line 12, the word 
“guardian” be substituted. 

Sir, the word which is objected to has no meaning whatsoever. 1 do 
not know whether it is French, or German or even Chinese. It does not, 
I hope, represent the Bengalee word “ ”. The more probable 

word would be “guardian”. You will find^ Sir, that in sub-clause (a) in 
line 1, there is the word “guardian*’ and again at the end, six lines from 
the bottom, the said word “guardian” appears. These considerations as 
well as its relation to the words “minor, lunatic, idiot,” in the clause, 
would show the word should be “guardian”. We cannot go behind the 
Bill as presented to the House or to consider how it was dealt with in 
another place. Assuming this to be a mistake, the only thing we can do 
is to pass the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 13 of the Bill, 
for the word “guardian” in line 12, the word “guardian” is substituted. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the meaning of the word, Sir? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is meant to be “guardian”, surely. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; I oppose the amend- 
ment, Sir. The mistake is obvious. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause ^3 
of the^ Bill, for the word “guardian” in line 12, the word “guardian” is 
substituted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjf. 

Mr, 8. C. ChakraverU. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta 

Alhad] Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. 


AYES— 17. 

Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 
Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharil, 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

Nr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


Mr. Moabahuddln Ahmod. 
Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. AMnid. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 


NOES— 22. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. H. Huq Chawtfhury. 

Mr, Mohd. Habibutlah Chowdliury. 
Mr. c. E. aarko. 
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Mr. D. J. Cotiwi. 

Mrt. K. D’Rozailo. 

Mrt. L. P. Dutt. 

Tha Hon’Ma Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hostain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hoaaln. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 


Khan Sahib Subidall MollalT. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaaur flahiiMii. 
Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stavtn. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 

The “Ayes’’ being 17, and the “Koes” 22, the tinieiuhnent is negatived. 
The question before the House is: that clause stand part of the Hill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 


Chi use 14. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 14 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, I l)eg to move: that in 
clause 14 of the Bill, the words “or trustees” in line 4 be deleted. 

Sir, on a careful consideration of the Bill-clause, it appears that these 
words are redundant. The word “Trustee” used in singular is better than s 
in the plural. This is not at all necessary. The Bengal ticneral Clauses 
Act provides that these are redundant and therefore should be deletefl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 14 of the Bill, 
the words “or trustees” in line 4 be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion l>efore the House is: that in clause 14 
of the Bill, the words “or trustees” in line 4 be deleted. 

(The amendment was negativ(^.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move: that in 
clause 14 of the Bill, for the words “trustee or trustees” in line 6, the word 
“mutawalli” be substituted. 

Sir, the words “trustee or trustees” do not convey that meaning which 
is conveyed by the word “mutawalli” ._ There are many important rulings 
on this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 14 of the Bill, 
for the words “trustee or trustees” in line 6, the word “mutawalli” be 
substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment which has been moved by my honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
Naziniddin Ahmad. It is well-known that these words “trustee or trustees” 
do not apply in some cases, either in connection with the Hindu Endowments 
or the Muhammadan Endowments. So, these words should be substituted 
by mutawalli. As a matter of fact, I think the words “trustee or trustees’* 
will be inappropriate in relation to a Muslim Wakf. I hope my Muslim 
friends will seriously consider this fact before they oppose the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, it has been said 
that there are many rulings in support of this amendment but none has 
been quoted. I am satisfied that the words “trustee or trustees” will 
include a mutawalli. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that in clause 14 
of the Bill, for the words “trustee or trustees” in line 6, the word 
“mutawalli” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The ijuestion liefore the House is: that clause 14 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clcmses 16 and 16. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 15 and 10 stand pari of the Bill. 

The question heiore the House is : that clauses 15 and 10 stand jiart of 
the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed' to.; 


Clattse 17. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 17 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: {Sir, I beg to move: that 
in clause 17 of the Bill, after the words “association of individuals^’ in 
line 1, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“Not being members of an undivided Hindu family governed by the 
JJayaUiOffa School or an undivided Muslim familj.” 

In this (dause, mention has been made ol association of individuals. 
There are certain provisions relating to joint families belonging to the 
Mitakhara School. Obviously, “association of individuals” did not mean 
in the (context joint families, either under the Hindu or the Muhammedan 
Caw. This exception should he provided, otherwise it may be argued that 
'^association of individuals” would include joint families. In the (dr* 
cumstances, the jiroposed exception should he madi* to pie vent mis- 
understanding. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: tiiat in plause 17 ol the Bill 
after the words “association of individuals” in line I, the following he 
i nserted , namely : — 

^'not being memhejs of an undivided Hindu family governed by tin* 
fhiifahikaga School or an undivideil Muslim family.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, 1 think this is 
hunecessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT': The question before the House is: that in clause 17 
oi the Bill after the words “association of individuals” in line I, the follow- 
ing be inserted, namely: — 

“not being members oi an undivided Hindu familv governed by the 
DaybJiaga School or an undivided Muslim family”. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

: Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I l)eg to move ; that in 
'clause 17 of the Bill, for the word “part” in line 8, the word “share” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the word “part” is not precise. It does not convey any precise 
fraction of the income. The word “share” conveys the meaning of a 
specific share and so it is preferable to the word “part”. That is the 
expression used in similar contexts. So I would prefer the word “share”. 
With these feu’ words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 17 of the Bill, 
for the word “part” in line 8, the word “share” be substituted. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, in this context 
“part” is a more proper word. Therefore, I oppose the amendment. 

t 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. with regard to this 
clause, I wish to say a few words 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ehan Bahadur Sahib, that is never the iiiaetiee. 
You had your right of speech when JDu moved this uinendmeut, 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 want to say 
regard to the clause itself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, let me first place the I'laune before 
House. ' 

The question before the House is: that in claxisi* 17 t>f the Hill, for fhi! 
word “part’' in line 8, the word “share** be substif utt*(l 

(,The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, now \on may sa\ what yml 
have to say. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 find that in (lause 17, 
in lines 6, and 11. the word ^share>h<dders“ or “sliare-holdei” has been 
used with hyjdiens between tb(‘ two words. I bidit*vt‘ this is not eone(‘t. 
Otherwise, landholders, householders, basket Imlders, etc., will have hyphens 
between them. In the circumstances, before pa^'sing this clans(‘, this 
fact should be taken into account. 


(In use 17. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Order, order. The question befoie the House is: 
that clause 17 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause J8. 

Mr. PFtESIDENT: ClauHC 18 Ktiuid part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Kir, 1 beg to move : that in 
sub-clause (7) of clause 18 of the Bill, for the words “Agricultural income- 
taxV in line o, the words “the agricultural in<*oTne-tiix" be substituted. 

Sir, tins is a drafting amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that in sub-clause (7) of 
clause 18 of the Bill, for the wnmls “Agricultural income-tax” in line 5, 
the words “the agri< ultural income-tax’’ be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I should submit 
that the amendment is unnecessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The c|in‘stion before the House is: that ip sub- 
clause (7) of clause IS of the Jfill, for the words “Agricultural ipcome-tai” 
in line 5, the words ‘The agricultural im‘ome-tax“ lie substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move : that, 
in sub-clause (7) of clause 18 of the Bill, the word “solely” in line 8 be 
deleted. 

Sir, I submit that the word “solely” seems to be mischievous and oug-lit 
not to be kept. If we look to the clause itself, we find that it runs as 
follows : — 

‘*Save as provided for in section^ Id, 14 and 17 if a person receives 
agricultural income derived from land and such income is derivefl 
partly for his own benefit and partly for the benefit of beneficiaries 
or wholly for the benefit of beneficiaries, agricnltuml income-tax 
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akall be assessed on the total agricultural inoome derived from such 
land at the rate which would be applicable if such inoome had been 

derived solely for his own benefit ” 

Now, I do not know why an income which a person receives on behalf 
of a beneficiary and to which he has no claim should be added for thei 
purpose of maaing him liable to pay higher rate of interest. He receives 
the income for his beneficiary and he hands it over to the beneficiary. The 
beneficiary is therefore to be taxed with reference to the amounts which he 
receives. He has absolutely no interest in the money which he simply 
hands over to the beneficiary. Therefore, 1 do not know why the words 
‘‘derived solely'^ for his own benefit should have been used here and it has 
been provided that agricultural income-tax at ‘such rate shall be leviable 
upon and recoverable from such person in respect of such income. The 
word “solely*’ may be omitted and then the clause will be understandable. 
The word “solely” seems to be a surplusage and may bring in vagueness in 
the interpretation of the clause itself. If the real intention is that the 
amount which he receives for his own benefit should be taxed, then the 
word “solely” should be deleted. With these words, I move my motion. 

Mr, PRE8IDEKT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (I) of 
clause 18 of the Bill, the word “solely” in line 8 be deleted. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to support the 
amendment. The amendment is a very simple and a just one. If it is not 
accepted, a very great injustice will be done. Ijet us take the case of a 
I>erson who has his own personal agricultural income, and he is also a trustee 
or friend or guardian of another person and receives income on behalf of 
the person whom he represents. The result of this would be that his own 
income and the income which he receives merely as a receiver or a friend or 
a guardian on l>ehalf of another, would be added to his personal income for 
the purpose of tbe tax. T cannot think of a more unjust provision than this. 
A man who receives income for the benefit of another acts as a volunteer 
and he could not be taxed for another man’s income. This amendment 
the ne 3 i;t one taken together will mean a complete provision. The effect 
of this amendment and the consequential amendment which follows it, is 
that if a man receives income on his own behalf and also on behalf of another, 
then they should l>e separated; that income which he receives on his own 
Accx)unt alone will be taxed and the income which he received for another 
will be taxed only if it is otherwise taxable as a separate income of another 
individual. I think this is sheer justice and the amendment should b© 
accepted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; It should be under- 
stood that clause 18 is intended to ]>revent fraxiduleut ev.^sion ol the tax. 
The cases where any person receives agricultural Aucome on behalf of mother 
under the provision of any law have been provided for in clauses 13, U and 
16. I may inform the House that a similar provision occurs both in the 
Bihar Act (section 11), and in the Assam Act (section 1-). I, therefore, 
oppose the amendment and shall also have to oppose the other amendments 
to clause 18 if they are moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 18 of the Bill, thle word “solely” in line 8 be deleted. 


(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to move : that in 
sub-clause {1) of clause 18 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, 
namely : — 

“according to the benefit received by himself and the beneficiary 
separately”. " 

Sir, although my previoue amendment has been negatived, I think this 
amendment makes the position more clear and it ought to be accepted by 
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the House. I do not know what the Hoii’ble Finance Minister means by 
quoting Bihar and Assam Acts, We are not going to take our lesson either 
from Bihar or from Assam. I hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister realises 
that mere quoting the Bihar or As^^ Agricultural Income-tax Act will 
not do. He must find out some other cogent and valid reason for assessing 
the person who does not derive any income for his own benefit. What justi- 
fication is there for assessing him at a rato higher than what w;ouId be 
payable if the as.sessment were to be l>ascd on his strictly personal income? 
I hope the Ilon’ble Finance Minister will realise this and instead of quoting 
Bihar and Assam Acts he will find out some other cogent reason' for this. 
With these w'ords, I move iny amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendnaent moved: that in sub-clause (7) of clause 
18 of the Bill, the following be added at the end. namely: 

‘‘according to the benefit received by himself and the beneficiary 
separately”. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I use to su])port the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Bankim (diandni Mukherjee. The 
-effect of the amendment would be that the amount of his own income and 
the amount on behalf of another of wdiich he is a trustee or guardian would 
be separated and that different incomes would bo alloc.uteil to different! 
persons. That income which appertains to his own account sliould be taxed 
against him and that part of the income wdiich is for another jicrson or 
persons, would be allocated to that person or those persons. I think it is 
only just that it should be so. Otherwise, not only higher rate would have 
to be paid but this wmuld increase the amount of tax. In the circumstances, 
this amendment would remove an injustice. With ihese words, 1 support 
the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I have already 
stated my reason for opposing all the amendments under clause 18. It is 
not on tile analogy of Bihar and Assam that I do so; but I have given 
cogent reason for not accepting any of the amendments under clause 18. 
Clauses 13, 14 and 15 provide the necessary relief. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 18 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, 
namely ; — 

“according to the benefit received by himself and the beneficiary 
sejiarately” . 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 


AYEa— 14. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 
Ral Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mlikharji. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

NOES— 22. 


Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr, Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

Kiian Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. c. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. 


Mrs. K. D'Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotaln. 
Mr. L. Hoasaln. 

Mr. Mohamad Hostaln. 

Khan Sahib Subkfali Molla. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momfn. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. Js W. R. Stavan. 
or. K. Talukdar. 



1550 


AGEICULTURAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


[2m Aug.» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes” , 
being 14, and “Nos” 22, the amendment is negatived. 

The question before the House is : that clause 18 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 19, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 20. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 20 stand pari of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 20 of the Bill, for the word “wilhoui” in line 2, the words “out of*' 
be substituted. 

Sir, in this clause the expression used is “a person residing withoui 
Bengal”. I should amend it to make it “a person residing out of Bengal”. 
The word “without” does not convey any clear meaning unless it is con^ 
tracted with the word “wiihin”. The expression “out of” would be more 
appropriate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 20 of the Bill, 
for the word “without” in line 2, the words “out of” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAM I : Sir, J think with- 
out” is a more appropriate word than “out of”. I opi)ose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before tlie Hou^e is: that in clause 
20 of the Bill, for the word “without” in line 2, the words “out of” be 
substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 20 of the Bill, for the w’^ords “for the purposes” in line 7, the w^ords 
“for all the purposes” be substituted. 

There are many purposes which the clause speaks of and the expression 
“all tlie purposes” is very complete and I have taken the expression from 
the corresponding section of the Indian Income-tax A(*t which is supposed 
to be so much sacrosanct, fn these circumstances, the ex})ression is not 
only very accurate but is supported by a great authoiity. I hope Oiese 
words should be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 20 of the Bill, 
for the w’ords “for the purposes” in line 7, the w'ord> “for all the pur})oses” 
be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA G08WAMI : This is an unnecessary 
amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that in clause 20 t)f the Bill, for the words “for the purposes” in line 7, 
the Avoids "for all the purposes” be substituted. 

tThe amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move : tliat in 
tbe proviso to clause 20 of the Bill, for the words “an opportunity” in line 
2, the w^ords “a reasonable opportunity” be ^substituted. 

Sir, the Bir>clause requires that the Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
should give a party, against whom he is going to proceed, an opportunity 
of being heard. The usual accurate expression in the circumstances is “a 
reasonable^ opportunity”. An opportunity and a reasonable opportunity are 
entirely different things in the eye of the law. An opportunity may not 
be sumcient or may nqt be given at an opportune moment. Tte Income- 
tax Officer may be passing by the road and he may notice an aasessee and 
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jutiy ask him a question point blank, “Well, what have you got to say to 
this and that?'’ The assessee may say, ‘*1 have not got the papers with 
me at the present moment. I have to consult a lawyer and do other things 
necessary Wt’ore I can answer your question.” As (he Bill-clause stands, 
be has given him an opportunity. But a reasonable oj>p()rt unity is a 
different thing altogether, and this eN])ressioii has been used in many Acts, 
and whenever an opportunity is to be given, a reasonable opixHtvinity is 
directlv mentioned. Sir, in.stead of allowing the Income-tax Officer to act 
in his own way in the matter of giving ojiportunily, a reasonable opportunity 
should be mentioned. Tf ”a reasonable opport unit \ “ is not mentioned, 
injustice may follow. In the circumstances, J suhmit lliat “a reaNonahle 
opportunity” should be given, for an op])ortunity ma\ he insufficimjt or 
inadequate. “Reasonable opportunity” is tin* .^toi k expression used in 
many well-knnw’ii Acts. In these circumstances, this stock expression has 
received the sanctity of time and so it should be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in tin* ])roviso to clause) 
2U of the Bill, for the words “an opportunity” in line 2, tiie words ”a reason- 
able opportunity” be substituted. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHAi-ANOBISH : Sir, 1 rise to support 
this ameJulnuMit, and in supporting it 1 may sa\ that tins expression winch 
is sought to !>(*> introduced is almost uinvtusal in every enactment. 
Wheueveu’ the law intends to give a i»arty an o[>tK>rtunlt\ for doing certain 
things it invariably says that the party should he given a reasonable 
opportunity, for an opportunity by itself does not mean a reasonalile 
opportunity. If a man is scr\ed with a notice only tw'o hours l>eff>re for 
showing cause and if he fails to do that, the Income-ta.x Officer will in tho 
first instance say, “Well, 1 gave you an (>p[M>rt unit v b\it you missed it”, 
and the Af)})ellatc (V)urt or a Tribtinal might say, “Well tho law says that 
you should ha\c an op]»ortunily . You got an opportunity hut you missed it 
and so I cannot help you.” But if the expression “a reasonable opix)r- 
tunitv” is used, tiicn it would l)e m*ccssary for the Assessing Officer to 
give a reasonahh" time which would mean a reasonable oi)i»ortunity lor him 
to show c*ause or to do things nc‘ces.sary tor him U) do. And if any officer 
unreasonably or w himsicall v or capriciously disposes of a case without giving 
a reasonable opportunity to a man, the A])j)eHatp (^ourt will at once say, 
”Wcll, yon have not given the man any reasonable opport tinity and every 
man is entitled to have a leasonable opportunity to show cause". There- 
fore, the ^imeiidment projmsed is m>t only ieas<)imble hut I shouhl say is 
really absolutely necessary to protect the rights of the assessees. Yoa 
cannot tax any one without giving him sufficient time, sufficient opportunity 
to have his say. Instances are not uncommon when tlie peculiar wording 
of a i)ai titular enactment is taken advantage of by the officers wlio have to 
administer law, specially towards the end of the ffnancial year in March. 
It sometimes happens that in order to <lispose of cases, they generally 
issue notices to parties to show cause within a short and unrt‘asonal)ly 
sht)rt time am] wdien peoi)le cannot comply with Mich notices tiiey dispose 
of those cases and the cases go to the Appellate Court. That is what we, 
as lawyers, have experienced in the administration of law, so that it would 
be quite proper and reasonable for the Legislature to fnake a jjro vision that 
such action on the part of officers may not affect the persons who are going 
to be taxed. It is, therefore, safe and reasonable to accejit this amendment 
so that there may not any question that the law does not require 
any reasonable opportunity to l>e given. If, however, it is said that this 
opportunity should always l)e regarded as a reasonable opportunity, then I 
would ask him to kindly look up the appropriate provision in several enact- 
ments and codes which are in force in Bengal; he will then 
wherever the word “opportunity” is mentioned, the I^egislature has invar^ 
ably used the words “reasonable opportunity”. with 

edly support the amendment and I think that it should also nn 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 
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The Hoif’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIr^I rise to oppose the 
ameadment. Opportunity always means reasonable opportunity in law as 
well as in common usage. One honourable member said that in almost 
every enactment where the question of reasonable opportunity being given 
is considered, the words ‘‘reasonable opportunity” are precisely used. 
Here, Sir, 1 have got the Indian Income-tax Act with me, and on turning 
over its passages I find that in connection with a provision with regard to 
liability in special cases, specially with regard to persons who are not 
ordinarily resident in India we have in the proviso to section 43 wording 
of this kind: Provided further that no person shall be deemed to be an 
agent of a non-resident person unless he has had an opportunity of being 
heard by the Income-tax Officer as to his liability. This Income-tax Act 
is a very important enactment, Sir, it is an Indian Act and this clause 
relates to the liability of persons resident outside India, and only the wmrd 
“opportunity” is used and not the phrase “reasonable opportunity”. So 
you can understand that if the word opportunity did not imply reasonable 
opportunity, this provision of the law' would have acted very harshly on the 
people who are not residents in India. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Question before the House is: that in the 
proviso to clause 20 of the Bill, for the words “an opportunity” in line 2, 
the words “a reasonable opportunity” be substituted, 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 20 
stand part* of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 21. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 21 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : I beg to move: that 
in clause 21 of the Bill — 

(i) in paragraph {h) of sub-clause (i ) for the words “the Assistant 
Commissioner” the w'ords “one or more Assistant Commissioners” 
be substituted. 

If you read the clause a^ it is, it runs — “there shall be the following 
classes of agncultural income-tax authorities for the purposes of this Act, 
namely : — 

{a) the Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax, Bengal; 

{h) the Assistant Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax, Bengal.” 

I propose that in place of “the Assistant Commissioner” the words “one 
or more Assistant (Commissioners” he substituted. It is perfectly clear 
that it would not be possible for one Assistant Commissioner to cope with 
the work that will be required to be performed by the Assistant (Commis- 
sioner. Therefore, under this clause as it is, if the Government want to 
a])point more than one Assistant Commissioner, there will be difficulty and 
the law' will not permit them to do so. The words “the Assistant Commis- 
sioner” clearly indicate that Government contemplate to aiipoint only one 
Assistant (Commissioner of Income-tax. That I submit is obviously not 
the intention of Government or the author of this 'Bill. I propose that 4;o 
obviate that difficulty w hich is very likely to occur, you should put in “one 
or more Assistant Commissioners” in place of “the Assistant Commissioner”. 
If really you can do with one Assistant Commissioner, that is a separate 
thing; but in view' of fact that this was an amendment tabled by the Govern- 
ment members. Government wanted to be empowered to have more than one 
Assistant Commissioner. I, therefore, submit that this was an oversight 
on the part of the draftsmen and I think that ought to be corrected by 
substituting the words “one or more Assistant Commissioners of Income- 
tax” for “the Assistant Commissioner”. With these words, I move the 
amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that in clause 21 of the Bill — 

(i) in paragraph (b) of sub-clause (2) for the words “the Assistant 
Cfomniissioner” the words “one or more Assistant Commissioners’* 
be substituted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to support this 
amendment. My learned friend who moved the amendment gave out the 
conjecture that the original draft was made by mistake. But it may be 
that ot that time, or during its passage in another placv, the apjx)intment 
of only one Assistant Commissioner was in oontemplution. The idea of 
more than one Assistant Commissioner may have developed , later on as the 
administrative problem involved became more and more clear, or it may 
be that there was an oversight. At any rate, the amendment is a Govern- 
ment amendment and it is obvious that more than one Assistant C«mimis- 
sioner would be required to cope with the amount of the work. In the 
circumstances, it is necessary that Government should be armed with more 
than one Assistant Commissioner. The singular includes the plural only 
if there is nothing in the context to go against it. In the context there 
is only one Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax and it is not possible 
that Government would appoint more than one Commissioner but it is not 
so in the case of Assistant Commissioner. *So. obviously they ^ould retjuire 
more than one Assistant Commissioner. In the circumstances, Government 
will not be able to fall back upon that safety-valve ]>rovided in the Bengal 
General Clauses Act. So, there is a very good reason why this amendment 
should be accepted. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Mr. President, Sii’, I rise to us\irp the 
function of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as I want tfK oppose this 
amendment. My reason for opposition is merely the ground of economy. 
We all know that Bengal is over head and ears in del^^ and I do not want 
that Bengal should b(* saddled with further taxation. On this ground the 
amendment must be opposed. My friend, Mr. Mahalanobish, is going to 
give an instrument in the hand of Government and th(^ Government will 
ultimately say that it is you who are in favour of aj)pointing more Assistant 
Commissioners than one. No doubt it is a Government amendment but 
they have forsaken it for fear of meeting the Assembly. They thought of 
more than one Assistant (.V)mmissioner latter on j)rol)abiy to make provision 
for their supporters. Therefore, Sir, apart from all other grounds, the 
ground of economy is the most formidable and on that ground I oppose the 
amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: As Government’s 
present intention is to appoint one Assistant Commissioner, 1 do not think 
we need amending this particular provision. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that in clause 
21 of the Bill— 

(/) in paragraph (h) of sub-clause {1} for the words “the Assistant 
Commissioner” the words “one or more Assistant Commissioners” 
be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I beg .to move: that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 21 of the Bill, after the words “the Provincial Government” 
in line 2, the following be added, namely: — 

“on the recommendation of the Public 'Service Commission and in 
accordance with the Communal Ratio Rules” 

Sir, if my amendment is accepted, — and I am sure it will not be accepted, 
— it will read as follows : — 

“The authorities specified in sub-.section (2) shall be Appointed hy the 
Provincial Government on the recommendation of the Public Service 
Commission and in accordance with the Communal Hatio iiuJes. 
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1 want to make it clear that 1 have no special fascination for the Public 
Service Commission. As a matter of fact, if records are scrutinised, it 
will be found that there are many cases of injustice done to the Scheduled 
Castes both by the Public Service Commission as well as by Government. 
I feel that this amendment will serve as a check or rather a biuke both 
on the Publi(i Service Commissihn and the Provincial Government and this 
consideration alone has prompted me to move this amendment. Sir, in the 
year 1940, the Communal Ratio Rules were piiblishe<l by the Bengal Gov- 
ernment. Although the Scheduled ('astes are entitled, on population 
basis, to about 20 per cent, of the services, ' they were given by 
these rules only Ih per cent. It has been our sad experier^ce that these 
rules have been observed more in the breach than in their observance. I 
now ask the Hon’ble Minister why a Committee has not yet been appoint- 
ed although a unanimous resolution was passed by this House on this ques- 
tion, namely, to enquire into the observance or non-observance of the 
(/omniunal Ratio Rules. Wliy this Committee has not yet been appointed? 
The Hon’ble Leader of tlie House says that tlie Home ]le]ririment will take 
action. The resolution was passed more than six montlis back and no action 
has yet l)ee]i taken. Th(‘re is absolutely no certainty whether the Govern- 
ment will at all appoint the Committee. T am afraid tbe\ will not, because 
that would *iean examining the past records for which they are responsi})le. 
Th(‘refore, they do not dare to appoint this Committee at all. 

Tlien, Sir, tliere is rule 14 ot the (h)mniuual Ratio Rules, which provides 
for submission of j)eriodi(*al reports. Sir, on many occasions, questions have 
been asked on the floor of this House in order to elicit information from the 
Government w'hether the Communal Ratio Rules have been actually followed 
or not. The Hon’ble Minister has consistently refused to, give any reply 
whatHoev<*r on this (pie.stion, although they are morally bound to disclose 
how far these rules are ob.served. Now, Sir, my friends on my right are 
asking me whether candidates have already been selected for these appoint- 
ments 1 want a definite reply from Government whether in filling Tip these 
appointments the Scheduled (’astes are going to get their proper share or 
not. 


I cannol force the Hon’ble Minister to accept the amendment. But I 
must get a definite reply from Government in clear language that in making 
these appointments the claims of tlie Scheduled Castes will not be ignored 
at all. If a proper reply does not come, the only power I have got is to 
call for division of the House on all the amendmenis that have not yet been 
moved. I give tliis \\ai‘ning to the Hon’ble Minister that I shall do this it 
he fails to give a definite reply as to the poli(‘y whicli will >)e followed by the 
Government in regard to tliis amendment. I shall not be ashamed of going 
alone into tlie lobby if I am not followed by m> friends at all. It this 
warning is not taken seriously by the Hon’ble Minister and by tlie (govern- 
ment, I tell tliein in most clear terms that T shall not 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr., Roy, tlie right of dividing the House is a 
])rivilege, but you should not divide the House just to spite some bod> . 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the rights of the Schedule Castes 
are much more valuable than that. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All lipht. ro on with your speech. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Therefore, Sir, with this warning, I 
resume niy seat. -I think he will not take it lightly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved: that in sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of clause 21 of the Bill after the words “the Provincial Govern- 
ment” in line 2, the following he added, namely: — 

■“on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission and in 
aooordance with the Communal Ratio Rules.” 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAO: si., | rise to sup|)ort the 

ameudment aud the .sentiments which have been exj)ressed by the honour- 
able mover of this amendment. Thaie are only (wo »|»poiniment» reserved 
in the previous sub-clauses, namely, (1 ) the (’omnnssioner of Agricultural 
Income-tax and (2) the Assistant Commissioner, and my honourable friend 
ill speaking on the last amendment lias tlefinitely suggested (hat there 
should be no laxity in increasing the nunilu'r of ottii i‘Ts. Sir, there are only 
two officers to be appointed, aud if we are to give effect to the Communal 
Katio Kuies, there are the consiih'rations ot the ( aste Hindus, of tlie 
Scheduled Castes, ot Muslims, and of Chri.slians both Anglo-Indians ami 
Europeans and there ma,\ be others. Tlieie are iiianv co-shurers to share 
tJie loaves and fishes of office. In the circumstanc'e.s, 1 believe that in onler 
to .give effect to the sentiments expressed l>,> my lionoiirahle friend, it is 
necessary to increase the number ol officers. Aftt‘r all, there is enough 
money in Bengal, — as a matter of fact, it lias l>e«*u statcil by a very respon- 
iible member of the Government Party that the Agri< ulture Minister has 
more money than he can spend — (here is, therefore, no ilearth of money, and, 
in the cirpumstances, if more persons are ajmointed to derive benefit under 
the increased recei[)ts of the Government, there would Ih^ so much the 
benefit for the different communities. Therefore, I sujijKirt the sentimeuts 
expressed by the honourable mover of the amendment, and 1 do not in the 
least yield to anyone in my support to this amendment. 1 shouUl ask the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill to give eti‘ei‘t to the suggestion which 
has been made and he sliould tr\ to satisfy the claims of the community 
whose interests have l>een disregarded all along. With these words, 1 sup- 
port the sentiments and also the ainemliueiit . 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: 1 rise to support 
the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Boy. It \h ii very 
de'^irable aine.ndment. I agr(*e timf persons slouild he ajipointed by the 
Puhliri Service (.'oinmission, uv otherwise iiualified and experienced ofHcera 
would not h(* iivailahl(‘. It has been the praetice hitherto of appointing 
jiersons to suitable posts on tlu* reeomnieiidat ion of the Publii* Service 
Commission; so there is no reason wfiy (lie recommendation of the Public. 
Service (.'oinmission sliould not be accepted in making aiipointiiHUits to 
tluvse posts. Besides, there is a genuine grievam‘.e of the Scheduled (’astes 
community tliat thcii interests are not being properly looked after, 'riiere- 
foie, in the case of these apiioinlments, the communal ratio rules should 
be observed. M’^itli tlpvse words, I support the atnemlment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I have no doubt 
that the Commuriai Katio Rule.s regarding appointment will be observed 
in this case; but it is no duty of my department to prevent the applioatiou 
of the rules regarding the recommendation of tlie Public Service Commission 
and the Oimmunal Katio Kuies in respect of appointments under this Act. 
They will operate automatically; there is no question of any assurance frtim 
me and therefore I think tliis amendment is unnecessary. The rules will 
automatically come into operation, and the appointments will be governed, 
by the relevant rules. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: On a point ot information, Sir. May 
I enquire of the Hon^ble Minister if appointments to these posts are already 
being made? I put this question in my speech but no reply has been given. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOEWAMI: No appointments 
have yet been made. Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
{ 2 ) of clause 21 of the Bill, after the words “the Provincial Government 
in line 2, the following be added, namely: — 

' “on the recommendation of the Public Service Commisflion and in 
accordance with the Communal Ratio Buies". 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that clause 21 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 22, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 22 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 22 of the Bill, for the words “may be necessary ” in 
line 2, the words “it considers necessary’’ be substituted. 

This is something more than a drafting amendment. In the clause it 
is provided that “the Provincial Government shall from time to time appoint, 
as and when may be necessary for the purpose of hearing appeals”. There 
is difference between the exuression “may l>e nec^essary” and the expression 
“it considers necessary” : tne latter expression lays do^^n a subjective 
standard. A similar expression evoked a heated controversy in the House of 
liords. Sir John Anderson, who was for sometime the Governor of Bengal, 
was the Home Secretary at <ba< time and he passed a detention order upon a 
person. This was the Liversidge case where the whole thing turned upon 
the difference between expressions like “ma\ be necessary” or “considers 
necessary”. 1 submit, there is a world of difference between these two 
expressions. There may be some difficulty in appreciating the subtle 
difference and it may be thought that things will be all right. But these 
are the places where correct drafting is re(|uired. The Bill-clause enables 
the Provincial Government to appoint members of the tribunal as may be 
necessary which will leave the question of actual necessity to a court of 
law. If we accept the amendment, the discretion of the Government will* 
not be liable to be questioned by a (>)urt. Trouble arose in the Liversidge 
case over a similar expression and the situation was saved by the majority 
of the Law-Ixirds by atlopting special rules of interpretation for war time 
legislation. The present is a peace time legislation and a liberal standard 
will not be allowed. In the circumstances, these words are better and should 
be adopted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 22 of the Bill, for the words “may be necessary” in line 2, the words 
“it considers necessary” be substituted, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, I beg to support 
this amendment for the simple reason that the standard that is necessary 
is certainly higher than what is implied by the words “it considers necessary”. 

I submit that in a case like this, the words “it considers necessary” are 
really very appropriate. With these few words, I support the amendment. 

Rai KA8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, I beg to support 
the amendment. I am not a lawyer; so I am unable to cite any ruling of 
the High Court. But as a layman, it appears to me that the expression ‘‘it 
considers necessary” is much better than the words “may be necessary” 
which occur in the clause. I think in matters like these, legal questions 
are raised which ultimately prove to be embarrassing for the authorities. 
So, I think in order to avoid future troubles, the words “it considers 
necessary” should be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; I oppose the amend- 
ment, because it is a drafting amendment. We would like to stick to our 
own drafting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 22 of the Bill, for the words “may be necessary” in line 
2, the words “it considers necessary” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY 5 Sir, I bog to move: that in ?«ub-clau«e 
(/) of clause 22 of the Bill, after (he wonl “lueinbers” ot the end, the 
following be added, namely: — 

“of whom one shall be a member of the Scheduled Castes.” 

Under section 22(7), an Appellate Tribunal will be appointed consisting 
of three members. Sir, it has been our experience that if statutory provi- 
sions are not there, members of the Scheduled Castes are not taken on a 
body like this. The Public Service C^uiimis.sion is an example on this point. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Mini.ster might say that the ap]>ointinent of the 
members of the Public Service Commission has got nothing to do with tlie 
Hon^ble the Finance Minister, and that it is made entirely at the discretion 
of H is Excellency the Governor. It iimy lu* true; but. Sir. there ore other 
bodies where we find that members of the Scheiluleif Castes do not get any 
chance whatsoever. Therefore, the insertion of these words is ahsoluttdy 
necessary. As 1 have already stated. Sir, I feel that unless a provision of 
this nature is inserted in this Bill, (government will never uppc^nt any mem- 
ber of the Scheduled ('astes at any time in future. 

With these few words, I move my amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause {}) of clause 
22 of the Bill, after the word “members” at tlie end, the following be 
added, namely: — 

“of whom one shall be a member of the Scheduled Castes”. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
support this amendment. The Hon'ble Minister may say that the 
Communal Ratio Pules are there and will automatically come into opera- 
tion; ))ut we find that appointments are being made in the various branches 
of the administration without regard to the provisions of the (.Communal 
Ratio Rules. So 1 think there shoiikl be a specific provision in the Act 
regarding these appointments. It is a very modest demand. Out of 
members to be appointed, there is no reason why one of them should not 
be a member of the Scheduled <3a8t(*H. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, there is no 
reason whatsoever to suppose that meinlKjrs of the Scheduled Cosies will 
not find a place on the Tribunal ; but it may just happen that a indmber of 
the Scheduled Castes community possessing the requisite (iualifi<*.ations may 
not be found. There is no reason, however, to suppose that the Scheduled 
Castes will be excluded. I, therefore, oppose this amendment. 

Mr. RRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 22 of the Bill, after the word “members” at the end, 
the following be added, namely: — 

“of whom one shall be a meniber of the Scheduled Castes”. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: that in 

paragraph (6), for tho words 
High Court of Calcutta m line 2, the words “High Court of Judicature at 
Tort William in Bengal” be substituted. 

Sir, I venture to submit tbis amendment with the hope 4hat this will 
receive special consideration at the hands of the members of tbe House 
So far as the Chartered High Courts are concerned, they are always des- 
cnbed as the High Court of Judicature and in the case of the High Court 
of Calcutta it is always mentioned as High Court of Judicature at Fort 
William in Bengal. When the High Court was established, it was described 
like that in the T^etters Patent and in some of the Acts dealing with High 
Court this courtesy has always been maintained. 

You know, Sir, that the establishment of the Fort William was one of 
the earliest acts of the East India Company, and therefore tbe name of 
the Supreme Court and then of the High Court is ever associated with this 
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Fort. It is due to us to show that sentimeut oi historical associaticjn aud 
respect to this Court and we should describe the High Court wdth all 
the forinalities <lue to that august tribunal. A leghslative enactment is a 
document of the greatest amount of formality and in documenCs like this 
things should be expressed with all the necessary formality. As in this 
HoUvSe we call each other hoiiourable member.^ although outside the House 
we do not do so, so in thiN Legislature it is highly necessary and extremely 
courteous to show courtesv to others. So far as the High (’ourt i.s con- 
cerned, this is the well-known stock expression, and 1 think reference to a 
few* Acts will he ^uite enough. There is Act V of llfdG dealing with the 
High Court. In these Ai ts High Court has been described as in the amend- 
ment. 1 shall briefly reler to a lew other Acts, and w'ill not dilute upon 
them. We have Act AIX ol 1807 which is Harjeeling High Court Juris- 
diction Act, 1807. It is a (’entral Act, and in section 2 ot this Act, the 
High I'ourt is described as the High Court of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal. Then there is Act XV of UlHf— the High Court’s Jurisdiction 
Act. In the Preamble ol this Act the High Court is descril>ed as the High 
('ouri of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. J have already referred 
to the i.etters Patent of the High Court as well as the Charter of the Supreme 
(;Ourt W'here the High Court bus been described as the High Court of Jinli- 
calun* at Fort William in Pengal ami tln^ Su]>reme ('ourt as the Supreme 
Court ot Judicature at Fort William in Bengal. Similarly, the High Courts 
of Madras and Bombay are invariably associated with two well-known Forts. 
] do not know^ why this time-honoured custom of mentioning the name of 
the High Court shouhl he departed from. I think some respect is duo to the 
highest and most indeiKiudeut Court in the Province. With these few words, 
1 suhiiiit that this aiiiendineiit should riM’cive some amount ol sympathy and 
at least soun^ respect for the High Court. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment mo veil : that in sub-clause of 
clause 22 of the Bill, in paragraph (/>), for the words “High Court ol 
(hilcutta” in line 2, the words “High (hmrt of Judicature at Fort William 
in Ihuigal” he substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir. 1 would re(iui\>>l 
the honourable mover who moved the ameiidmeiit to consider Hie tjovern- 
meiii of India A< t, 1{»85, which i^ a document of ^ouk' little im})ortauce. 
1 will rider liiiii to secHon 2Pf ot the said Act whiidi has detined the meaning 
of “Jligh Court” and which runs as follows: — 

“The following courts shall in relation to British India he deemed to 
he High (^ourts for the purposes of this Act, that is to say, the 
High (/ourts in (Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, Allahabad, etc.” 

1 do not think the British Parliament show-ed any disrespect to any 
of these august High (/Ourts, nor is it our intention to mean any disrespect 
by not mentioning the Fort to which the High Court is attached. 1 there- 
fore oppose the amendment. t 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is : 
that in sub-clause {2) of clause 22 of the Bill, in paragraph (h), for the 
w'ords “High Court of Calcutta” in line 2, the words “High Court ol 
Judicature at Fort William iu Bengal” be substituted. 

(The amendment w’as negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move : an alternativi* 
amendment to the last amendment as follows: — 

That in sub-clause (2) of clause 22 of the Bill, iu paragraph (6), for 
the words “Hign Court of Calcutta” in line 2, the words “High 
Court at Calcutta” be substituted. 

Sir, I am grateful to the Hoii'ble Minister in charge of the Bill for 
referring to the section of the Government of India Act. I may say that 
I also had notice of that Act and this amendment in this alternative form 
is the result of a previous study of that very section. Now, the question is 
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iidi tiult tht* tuuut^rs (»i tii(‘ < iiufinuient of liitlia Ait uanfinl to show dis- 
C‘omt> l)\ that sort of uoniiMolut ui t‘.. liut Ihero Uo- 
Ijpgislature was really a list of all the (’ourts in India, some 

them not connected with any Fort, .ind therefore perhaps they gavo it 
sfcLrt names, such as the High (hnirts at Calcutta. ]h>inba,\ , Ihitna and 
Ml forth. Here, however, \\c are dealing with one High ('ourt associated 
vjth Fort William and the invariable precedure in India has been, from 
the earliest times, to iise that expression w*hich was mtoitmmd in the last 
ameiidmenl. Hut as I knew that the HonMde Minister might be UhI to 
refer to tlie (lovernment oi India Aet, 1 have submitted this alternative 
amendment. The (}iiestion is a ehoiee between the language in the Hill- 
elause. namely, the High ('ourt of (^aleutta and the High Court tit 
('uleutta. The expression “High Fourt of t'abutta” us in the Hill-elause 
<lut‘s not mean an> tiling. Is there any High (hiurt “of” Calcutta, or 
lathei. 1" It not the High ('oiiit “at“ Calcultay If >(m rel\ on the 
terminology ol the (iovernment oi India Act, then by all means, stick to it. 
You must then ac( ept the proent amendment 'I'herc i.s a High ('ourt “at” 
iiut William in Hcn^al hut theiu' I^ n<) High (.’ourt “of” Calcutta; that 
Would Lt* a wrong expression, and in dealing with expressions like these wo 
sliould never be slipshod in our manner riiat is why I propose the alter- 
iiat i\ e ameridimuit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ■ Amendment moved . that in sub-iduuse il^) of 
i lause of the Hill, in jiaragrapli (h), hu the words “High (’oui’l of 

Ciilculta*' in line llie words “Higli ('oiirt at (^l1cu1la“ should he 

eubstituted. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: 1 remember to ha\e 
read m\ Kiiglish gramimir huig ago but now I have managed to forget most 
of it tor TeasoiiH which I need not explain here. But I think that as my 
friend Khan Hahudur Naziruddin Ahmad has pointed out, the expression 
“High C^ourt of ('alcutta” does not convey any meaning; the word “of“ 
is meaningless. It would he better if it is substituted by the w'ords “High 
(3oijrt at Calcutta” and m\ reasons are these. The High ('ourt has its 
jurisdiction all over Bengal, ff the word “of” is retained, it, would mean 
that the ('ourt’s jurisdiction is only over (h\lcutta, the city of Calcutta only, 
whereas if the expression “High Chmrl at Calcutta” is substituted for it. 
then it would loiivcy a different meaning altogether. It would then mean 

a High (Jourl that liad its jurisdiction over the whole of Bengal and merely 

is located at ('alcutta. These two things are different. That is why I 
think the amendment should be aecepted. 

The Hoif’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI; 1 am afraid, there 

is confusion in the minds of the honourable members 1 think the* uTnerid- 
merit is unn(*cessary . 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: tliat in sub- 
f lause of clause 22 of the Bill, in paragraph (/f), for the words “High 
f^ourt of Calcutta” in line 2, the words “Higli (’ourt at (hihritta” }s‘ 
substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to mi/ve that in sub- 
elause (2) of clause 22 of the Bill, in paragraph (b), for the word “pro- 
fessionally*' in lines 3, (i and 7. the words “as siudi” lie substituted. 

Sir, in the Bill-cl.^iuee the expression occurs in the following context 
“the lawyer member shall be a barrister or advocate of the High Court 
of Calcutta or a pleader who has practised professionally for a period of not 

less than 5 years ” The expression that is used, namely, “practised 

professionally” need not be there. It should be “practised as such”. The 
word “professionally” implies certain restrictions. Suppose, a pleader has 
practised un professionally or not professionally, would you debar him 
from the appointment? Obviously, you do not intend to do so. Then, iSIr, 
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the word “proleafiionally* shouJd not be used as a legal expression — lawyer® 
should not use it, and the words such” are a better suDstituto for *‘pro- 
fessionally ” . In fact, it is the most artistic way of expressing the meaning. 
I think, therefore, that this sul>stitute should be carefully considered and 
act epted. With these words, 1 nujve my amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in sub-clause { 2 ) of 
clause 22 of the Bill, in paragraph for the word “professionally*’ in 
lines 8, H and 7, the words ^as such” be substituted. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, this is another 
instance of bad drafting. It is bad English. The expression “lias prac- 
tised professionally” is bad English, just as the expression “he aj>peared un- 
successful in the examination”. Sir, when 1 was a student in the Tollege 
(that WHS long before, about il2 years ago) the Principal of the College gave 
a testimonial to a certain student before he left the college and in this 
testimonial he wrote that so and so “is a young man of aimaole disposition. 
Unfortunately , ho appeared unsuccessfully hetore the examination”. He 
was a European professor and a.s we were reading at that time in tlu^ 4th 
year class, vve ai once noticed the language and it occurred to us that it 
was a defective expression. So also the exj)reHsion “lias practised profes- 
sionallv” is defective. JVusonally, I would liki* to eliminate the word 
' altogether But since my friend the Khan Bahadur has suggested the 
substitute “as such*’, I have no other alternati\e but to sujjport it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I use to support the 
amendment that has been moved niy Iricnd Kliaii Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad. 1 do not know' how the word “protessionally” has l>een introduced 
in clause 22 and who is responsible for this introduction. I do not know 
whether the Hou’blc pj nance Minister will now cite tlu' Bihar Agricultural 
liicnine-lax Act or tlu' Assam Acl or c\cii tlu* rndian I iicom(*-tax Act in 
supjiort of it. 

Sir, the words used hei<‘ in sub-clausc (2) oi clause 22 (»f the Hill arc 
“the law'ver member shall be a barrister or advocate ot the High (h)iirt of 
Calcutta or a pleader who has practised professionally lor a period of not 

less than five years T do not know, Sir, whether the wmrd has been 

used for the purpose of giving some hamlle to the income-tax authorities 
for refusing a pleadi'r’s appearum‘c before a tribunal on the ground that 
he has not professionally practised tor a period ot not les^ than 5 years. 

I <lo iKil ]\iiow what protcsMoiia ily jiractisiiig means. If a j)h‘U(!er practises 
in a court of law, does he practise professionally or unprofessionallv If 
a pleader is guilty of unprotessional conduct, there ar(‘ jirovisions under the 
liCgal Practitioners’ Act wdiich make him liable tor juiniNhment. 1 do not 
know whether it is intended to give some handle to the authorities so that 
they may keep it for the purpose ot some ulterior motive. I, therefore, 
submit that this amendment should be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the word pro- 
fessionally” is not certainly good but we have no ulterior motive. It has 
been similarly used in the Indian Income-tax Act. 1 think it is a correct 
expression, if my opinion is of any worth. 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tre question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 22 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the word “pro- 
tessioually’’ tii lines 3, 6 and 7, the words “as such” be substituted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result :• — 

AYES~12. 

KImmi Baluifiur Naiimdilln AtonMui. Rai Bahadur B. M. Maftra. 

RAI Bahadur K. C. Banerlaa. Mr. H. o. Mozumdar. 

Mr. 8. C. ChaKravartl. Mr N. N, Mohohuiablsh 

Mr L. C. Oat. Mr. B. c. MukhtrN®. 

Mr K. K. Dutto. Mr A. o. Roy. 

Mr Hianayun Z. A. Kahlr, Mr. b. k. Roy Chowdhury 
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Mr. Mostoohuddin Ahmod. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan •Sahib A. Atiz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


Mrs. K. O'Roiario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon*bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotaln. 
Mr. L. Hotsaln. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossaln. 

Mr. W. B. 0. Laidtaw. 

Khan sahib Subldali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Mr. «!. w. R. Steven. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The 2l»)use )j;ih ilivided. The 
“Ayes" bein^ — 12 and the “Noes” — 20. the aineiidinrrit is nefr*itived. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move: that in |)aragr!q)h ih) of siib-elanse (2) of clausi* 22 of the Bill, for 
the word “five” in- IiiH‘ 4 ami line 7, the won! “len” be subHtitnted. 

'idle object of my amendim'iil is vt‘ry Himple ami straightforward, Tho 
Al>i>ellatc d liliiinal pioNided for in tiii.s r hiusc will U‘ a pivotal factor of fhd 
mat hitlers lor (‘olhu tiiig agrir ultural income-tax In ordrT that tire tax- 
payers max derive all the laoudit from the d'rilmnal iiiti’iuled by the framers 
of the bill, it IS hut fit and proper that its meiiilMUs snouhJ not only bo 
expeiKUKcd imui hut should hav«‘ sullicnuit standing to insjure confidenco in 
the litigant puhlu-. It is not enough tirat a lawyer or imomc-tax jiraeti- 
tioner to he ajipoiiiti'd to the dVibiinal sliouhl ha\e only hv(‘ year’s^ practice 
to Ills cretlil Of course, I know that wlien attual appointments will be 
made, men iai more (‘xpruiein cd will ordinarily U* clioseii But it is not 
U 1 --C ic keep tin’ ojtpoj I unit \ h'j^allv <>p<‘n tor lln‘ ihoicc »d a man slil ravV 
in the I'MitcssKui W'liat I di'sirc. Sir. i-. to witlnlraw ’his opportunity. 
Wdtfi these few woids, 1 nio\e the a nicndiiicn t . 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Am cndmcnl ino\c<l ; that in paragraph {h) of eul>- 
( lausc (2) of < lausc 22 (d tin* Jlill, for the word “fi\e ’ in lim^ 4 and lino 7, 
the wor«l “ttm' he suhstituted. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: Sn . 1 rme to support 
the amcndTm*nt moved l)y Mr. Birendra Kishore Itoy ('howdliury. Sir, five 
V(‘ars is too short a periorl for a member of the legal priifession to acrniire 
.sufficient experience, and in eonnection with the constitution of an appellate 
trihunal, 1 think more <*xperiem‘e<l imm shouhl he apixunted. Five yearn’ 
practice at the Bar is pr act really nothing l'’i\c y ears'--time is not suflicieiit 
for a lawyer, whc’iitu- he is a barrister or au advo< ate or an ordinary pleader, 
to j^ather sufficient experieme. I'iven in days gone by the mem hers of the 
Indian (dvil Servic(‘ of not less than 12 or lo y<*ars' standing’ were posted 
as district Officers. Why? The reason was that five years’ or t<*n year's’ 
finie was not considered adequate for the purpose, and I think that in the 
matter of making appointments in the Appellate Tribunal due regard should 
be had for the experience of the persons .so appointed. So I think the word 
*‘ten” should be substituted for the word “flv<‘”, as suggested by 
Mr Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 

Khsfi BAhfldur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD* Sir, J also rise to support 
this amendment. The question is one of appointment ot members of the 
Tribunal, and in that Tribunal lawyers of some experience would be 
rlesiial'b*. AVithin the first five years of his career, a lawyer may not he 
able to acquire sufficient experience. Another five years is necessary to 
become really experienced. Before ten years a lawyer does not attain 
maturity, and if five years’ experience is considered to be enough to entitle 
a candidate to sit in the Tribunal, much injustice will be perpetrated. The 
Bill is badly drafted, and really good lawyers would be required to inter- 
pret it. For certain extraneous reasons not conneeU^d with the menfs of 
the drafting, good amendments are being voted down. 
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If a lawyer .showH particular brilJiaiice and particular industry, even 
then ten years would be the mininiuni. J say this from long experience; 
it takes hard study and long experience to mature. Besides, before the 
Tribunal clever and experienced lawyers — exj)erien(ed in mertaiitile and 
commercial law— will Ik? taking pari and will raise points which might well 
be beyond the capacity ot a b-year lawyer to apprei iate. Then agitin, •'> 
years^ experience would, leave a loophole for encouraging favouritism. 
Young men from respectable and influential families might get appointed 
without much consideration and the> might not be able to do justice to 
their appointmenl. A great deal of legal exiK?rience would lie required of 
the incumlxmt. lamger legal exp(‘rien( e would be highly desirable and my 
friend the mover of tin* amendment has done a service by drawing the atten- 
tion of the House to this matter. 1 had 8 or 10 days’ time within which 
I put in amendments and now I find that the Bill should lie re-wntten whob*- 
sale. I confess that this jioint escajied my attention. This ih a very 
important clause and it affects the efficiency, independence and ability of 
the memliers of tin* M’ribunal, lor tlie\ will havt* to decide abstruse {questions 
of law, much mon* abstruse than an* thought of by many members of this 
House. With thesi* wmrds, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; T think tin minimum 
qualification should not be placed too high and a minimum pi act ice o< 
years may be considered <juite suitabb*. Alter all, tlieie ma\ be some 
brilliant young men who may make their mark within h >i'ais liom tin* 
coinmeneemeui of their professional eareei and th(‘y should not he shut nut. 
In this view', I think this aim*ndnient is not neeessaiy. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The (juestion h(‘fore tin* House is ; that in paia- 
graph (b) of sub-clause (2) of clause 22 ol tin* Bill, ior llic word '‘live” in 
line 4 and liin* 7, the word “ten’' lx* substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg i(» mo\e; that in Mih- 
clause {4) of clause 22 of the Bill, for the words “shall he Ihesidcnr’ in 
line 1, the words ‘shall be the Bresiilent’’ be substituted 

Sir, the economy in words whic'li has l>e(‘n rei^ortod to in drafting this 
Bill makes tin* (lauses suffer in accuracy and diction. “Shall he Presi- 
dent'’ may he suitahle in parti« ular coni(‘\ts. hut it niemls'iN ot the House 
will i(*a(l the p.issage, then it wouhl at once Is* ajqiaient t(» them that tin* 

• word “tlu* ’ is neiessai’N. I wodid ask the honourable memhets. who huvt? 
not got a eojn ol Hu* Hijl. (Khan Sahib Niini. Amin: We have got 
copies of the Hill). 1 know that; tliat is wh\ I said those who are not 
armed wdth a copy. 1 know e\ei\ meinbei has a lojiy because evt'i \ mem- 
ber has been supplied with a eop\ . 1 meant those members wlio have not 

properly studied the Bill or are not atteiuling to its terms 1 am reading 
to tliem tlie offending passage which runs thus: “The judicial member 
eball be President of the Appellate Tribunal”. I think. Sir, the ajipropriate 
expression should be “The judicial ineinber shall be the President of tin* 
Appellate Tribunar’. The omission of flu* word “the" is a wnmg econom\ . 
It seems to me that the word “the” is necessary There is nothing 
sacrosanct in a (lovernnient Bill and the addition of the word “the” shouhl 
not offend their sentiment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in .sub-elause {4) of clause 
22 of the Bill, for the wmrds “shall be President” iu line I, the words 
“shall be the PresidenI” be substituted. 

The Hon’Ille Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, tlu* ])ropo.s(*(l 
amendment would not be an improvement on oui ilrait. 1 oppo>c ij. 

/ Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|Uestio!i lH*ftue the House is that in sub- 
elause (^)i of <dause 22 of the Bill, for the words “shall Ih* President” in 
line 1, the weirds “shall be the President” he substitiiterl. 
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The raotion being put, a diTision was challenged and taken with th<^ 
following result : — 


AYE^r 


Khan Bahadur Naxiruddin Ahmad. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 


Mr. Meabahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Hur Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khm Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr/ D. L. Barua. 

•Clri Moazzemaii Chowdhury. 

Klian Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Hr. Mohd. Habibuliah Chowdhury. 
Mr. D. j. Cohan. 


Mr. N. N. Mahofanabith. 

, Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

NOEB-tO. ' '' 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. ' 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. Naaalfi^ < 
Mr. L. Hotsain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hostaln. 

Mr. w. B. O. Laidtaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Mr-J. W. R. Stavan. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. Thf 
'‘Ayes” being — 7 and the “Noes” — 20, the ainendiin^nt is negatived. 

('liiusc 22. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before th(‘ House is: that (dause 22 
stand j)ari of the Bill. ^ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 23. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 2d stand jmrt ol the Bill. i 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: vSir. I beg to move : that 
clause 2d of the Bill he re-uuiiibered sub-clause (/) of eluuse 2d and ilhd 
following new sub-clause be added as suh-elaust‘ (.2), namely : — 

“(2) the person referred to in seetioii IS shall furnish to the heneficiury 
a certificate of the amount of tax paid by him or to b(^ paid by^ 
him on account of agricultural income for the share of the pro- 
fits of tlm l>c*neticiary. 


Sir, 1 submit that the clause as it stands givt*s authoiity to the principaJ 
officer of every company at the time of distribution of dividends out of agri- 
cultural income received by such company to furnish eveiy person receiving 
suc^h dividend with a certificate to the effect that the company has paid <»r 
ftrill pay agricuiltural iiu'ome-bix on the agricultural income which is beiug 
distributed in the wa\ if dividends. 

Now, Sir, it we look to clause 18, we find that sub-clause (2) runs as 
follow’ s : — 


“(2) Any person receiving agricultural income as referred to' in frtrh- 
section (i) may, before paying to any beneficiary any >Uare of 
such agricultural income to which such beneficiary is (ui titled, 
deduct from such share the amount of agricultural income-tax 
or its equivalent value in kind if such share is paid iti kind 
rateably paid in respect of such share. 

Therefore, really the tax which he has to pay is for the income of +he 
beneficiary even though it may be at an enhanced rate lo which the bene- 
ficiary may not be liable or the person receiving the income may not be 
liable. I submit. Sir, that the amount whicli he pays on a( count of the 
beneficiary and which he takes from the share of the money jiayahle ti the 
beneficiary, he should be authdtised to give a certificate fo the beneficiary 
that he has paid income-tax to the extent of the amount which he has paid 
or which he will pay for the beneficiary on account of the fieueffi^iAry » 
share of the income. It may be that the beneficiary is riot tiable ty 
be taxed at all, and in that case the beneficiary will he entitled 
of the entire amount from the Government on the basis of the certificate 
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which he receives from the person who has paid the income-tax on the basis 
of the income which he received himself. Althoi^h my amendment with 
regard to dause 18 was not accepted, 1 think this amendment shoull bo 
accepted because it is of the same nature as the existing clause — with regard 
to shareholders in companies from whose share of the dividend the income- 
tax is paid by the company. I think either there was an omission or if it 
was not thought of I would like the Finance Minister to consider this so 
that it would be consistent with the other provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that clause 23 of the Bill be 
re-numbered sub-clause (i) of clause 23 and the following new sub-clanse 
be added as sub-clause (2), namely: — 

“(2) the person referred to in section 18 shall furnish to the bene- 
ficiary a certificate of the amount of tax paid by him or to be 

I paid by him on account of agricultural income for the share of 
the profits of the beneficiary’'. 

The Hon’M* Mr. TUL8I teHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as tl.e tax 

would be collected from the recipients of the income and as no refund is 
allowable to the beneficiary, no provision for a certificate is necessary. I, 
therefore, oppose the amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 23 
ftSnd part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, although my amend- 
ment to clause 23 havS l>een negatived, I would like to say a few words with 
regard to the clause 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I suggest, Mr. Mukherjee, that you continue 
tomorrow. I think that would be better. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I adjourn today, I would inform the House 
«as regards the ruling (hat I proposed to give on the ditfi('ulty that has arisen 
due to my slip in putting one of the amendments to vote and declaring the 
decision, I am still considering the question and I propose to give my 
niling later. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 3rd Augusf, 

1044 * 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2nd 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humayun lleza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(6^ Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(8) Maulana Mohammed Akrum KKan, 

(9) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

ai) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdul Rashid. 

(13) Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(15) Khan Bahadur M. Shainsuzzoha. 

(161 Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzamau. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944~>-No. 71. 


The Council met in the liegislative ChamWr of the LegiAlatiTe 
Building, C’ulcutta, on Tliursday, drd August, 1944, at 2-15 p.m., heing the 
aeventy-first day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant t*> seotion (J2 (2) («) 
of the Government of India Act, 19-45. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Sin(;h Boy, k.c.i.k.) wae 
in the Chair. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that olaoae 3S 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion being put, a l>i vision was challenged. 

(When the Division bell was ringing.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. On a point of onler, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th ore cannot In* an\ point of order when the Division 
bell is ringing. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, anoMidment No.. 254 sliould have 
bef*n j)ut to vote Imt \ on have put the whole claust*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I remember Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukberjee 
s]>oke yesterda\ on tins amendment and aftei that the amendmmit was put 
to vote uml ni'gatived 

The que.sljon betoie the House is that (dau.st* 24 stand part of tin* Hill. 

( Division wa.s not pressed and the iiiolion was agn*ed to. i 

(lauxv 24. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 24 stain! ]>art id the Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : 1 beg to move that in 
sub-clause (2) of elaiisi* 24 of the Bill, for the word “may'’/ in line 4, the 
word “shall” be substituted. 

In clause (/) it is laid down that the Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
shall publish in the newspapers notification (‘billing u{H)n jiersons to submit 
returns. Then in clause (2) it is .said that if the Agricultural Ineome-f 4 ix 
Offi cor is of opinion tha^ any person is liable to agricultural inc-ome-iax, 
he may .serve notice upon him. The imjdii*ation of lM>ih these cLiuse.s seems 
to be that the issue of a personal notii'e for submisHion of return is optional. 
That provision in the Indian Income-fax Act has been very recently adopted 
on the ba.sis of the Pbiglish Act, and during all fbese years — more tkan half 
a century — that provision wa.s not in the Incvome-lAix Act. In this <M)untry 
illiteracy is aVwut 95 per cent, and newspaper-reading public is less than 
half per cent. Notices in new.spapers are not very useful and issue of 
personal notices is incumbent and therefore I propose t<3 substitute the word 
‘‘shalB’ for “may”. With these words, I propose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause {2) of clause 
24 of the Bill, for the wonl “may” in line 4, the w^ord “shall” he substi- 
tuted. 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: In the context the 
word “may” is correct, as it is not contemplated that a notice snail He 
•«r?ed in every caae. I oppose th© amendment. 
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* Mr. PREilDENTfi The auestion before the House is that in sub>clause 
{2) of clause 24 of the BiD, tor the word ‘*may” in line 4, the word "‘shall*' 
be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES— 17 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddln Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohd. Jan. 


Mr. Humayun Kahir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanahith. 
Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

Mr. A .D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


Mr* Mesbahuddln Ahmtd. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. 0. L. Barua. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


NOES— 22 

Mrs. K. D'Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

Or. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes’* 
being — 17, and thfe “Noes’* — 22, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: I wish to speak on this clause, 
Sir. In this elause no arrangement has been made as to the person upon 
whom the notice should be served where the assessee is the ruler of an Indian 
State. This didiculty was thoroughly di.scus.sed in the House on an earlier 
occasion, lleie the word person, which also includes the ruler of an Indian 
State, does not include his agent. According to the (.’ivil Procedure (.'ode, 
there is an arrangement for serving notices upon the agent of a lluler of an 
Indian Slate. *l'hat was discussed at the time when the point of order was 
raised. There is this difficulty here also. There was an amendment which 
was not moved on account of the absence of the member at the time; but 
fltill there is this difficulty and it should be remembered at the time of 
passing this clause. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir 1 also want to speak on 
this clause, (’lause 24 appears in Chapter V which is the machinery of 
assessment chapter. Here for the first time we find that assessment is to be 
made ui>oii the ruler of an Indian State on a certain principle and a return 
of agricultural income should be called for from sncli a ruler of State, like 
other assessees. If we look to the clause itself, we find that the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall, on or before such date in each year as may be 
prescribed, give notice by publication in such newspapers and in such other 
manner as may be prescribed — requiring every person, etc. We have in the 
definition of the word “person” included the ruler of an Indian State. 
Therefore, the ruler of an Indian State is going to be assessed under notice 
served by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer under the provisions of this 
clause, I submit that if we look to the definition section itself, we will find 
that according to, sub-clause {12) of clause 2, “Principal Officer” used with 
reference to an Indian State, a company or any other association means the 
manager or agent in Bengal of the lluler of the Indian State. I submit 
that you cannot in the first instance require the ruler of an Indian State to 
submit a return. If the Income-tax Officer proposes to call upon the ruler 
of an Indian State by publication in the Gazette that he should furnish the 
return of his agricultural income within a period of 60 days, and if he does 
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not comply with the notice, there ie no provision for enforcing it and there- 
;£ore I submit that clauae 24 as it stands is defective and Ve oppose the 
retention of the clause in its defective form. With these words, I say that 
the clause oug^ht not to remain. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question T^efore the House is: that clause 24 
stand part of the Jlill. 

(The motion was agreed to. > 


ChiuKv 2~}. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 luuse stand part of the Hill, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 heg to move that in clause 
25 of the Bill, in suh-clause (2), after the word “person*’ in line 2, the 
words “or the recognised agent (»f an Indian St;»<e“ he inserted. 

Sir, I warn the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the suppi>rters of the Hill 
that it would be dangerous if the Hill is allowed to stand in the form in which 
it stands at prt'^ent. After all, we the members of this House have accepted 
the principle of the Hill and we want that us much tax as is possible should 
come to the coffers of the prt>vincial exidieipier iroiu those wlio are able to 
jiay. 1 am sorry that my attempt to give some ndiei to the middle class 
who are tlie backbone (d‘ the society has not hi -m upj)rov«*d by the House. 
Hut in this ease it is not a (piestion of a'^sensing persons who are unable to 
pay. W’e have got about 5 or (i Kulers of Stale in Bengal and the amount 
we'exjMM't from them is considerable. If that is so, we ought ti> sec* that the 
provision lor tlie t‘ntni ((‘jneiit of the tax and r<*alisation ot the same are not 
kept in a state in w liieh the Uulers of Indian Stales may escape payment 
altoj^t'ther. As a matter of fuel, the (jueslion us to whether the Itulers of 
the Indian States are liable to pay (his tux was raised and disc.usseil and w© 
agreed to the* principle that the Uuler of an Indian Slate is liable to pay 
this (ax. Now , Sir, you cannot by serving a notice on the Ruh'r of an Indiun 
State enfoiee eillu*r asst“isment or payment of the money.' Wo have also 
pointed out that there is a ]>ro\isi()n in the ('ivil Hroet‘dure (sale for service 
of notices with regard to the eases against Ruler of an Indian State. 1 
therefore huhmit that so far as this ciiupter — the eha[)ter of asH(*ssmcnt, is 
concerned, we ought to lie very careful. 1 warn the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to consider seriously whether he should not accept this amendment 
in order that he may not find it difficult afterwards to realise this tax from 
the Ruler of an Inilian State. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 25 of the Bill, 
in sub-clause (2), after the word “person*’ in lino 2, the wmrds “or the 
recognised agent of an Indian State” he inserted. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to support this 
amendment. If we wmiit to Uix the Ruler of an Indian Stale, some serious 
ooiistilutional (piestion may arise. For this purpose there are provisions in 
the Civil Procedure C’ode wliich are analogou.s to tliat which is sought to be 
introduced by this amendment. If we interpose an agent or if we could 
arrange by correspondence with the (lovernmenl of India, then w'e shall be 
able to fix up a man who would be responsible to the Ruler of the Indian 
State. In these circumstance.s, if this amendment is not accepted, the jirovi- 
sion U) tax the Indian Princes may rcnuiin a jiioirs wush. In order to make 
the provision effective, this amendment should he accepted; fitlierwisc* (heie 
will remain a gap and the solemn provisiDU for taxing the Indian Princes 
may become absolutely impotent and inoperative. Therefore, in order to 
strengthen the decision of the House to tax the Indian Slates, it is necessary 
to insert a provision like this. 1 support the amendment. 


The Hofi’hle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMi: Sir 

to find that my honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra 


I am indeed glad 
Mukherjee has at 
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last CMjme round to th« view that Rulers of Indian Statas should not escape 
assessment. That is a j;^d sign; but 1 wi.sh to assure my honourable friend 
that we have taken sufficient care in devising a machinery for assessing 
and collecting taxes from the Indian States. 1 do not think the Rulers of 
Indian States w'ould be able to escape assessment. I oppose the umend- 
inenl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question l>efore the House: that in clause 25 
of the Hill, in sub-clause (2), after the word “person” in line 2. the words 
“or the recognised agent of an Indian State” be inserted. 

(The ametnlmenl was negatived.) » 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move : That in 
sub-clause (2) of clause 25 of the Hill, for the words, commas and figures 
“prcKluce, to cause to l)e there produced” in line 7, the words “produce or 
cause to be produced” be substituted. 

The passage w’hich is affected by this amendnouii runs tlius:” a 

notice requiring him to produce, to caiise to be there produced, any 

evidence ” I think the word “to” is a mistake for the word “or”. 

This mistake crept intxj the Hill as it was orif^inally published in the 
Gazette . To rectify tliis mistake (jovernment has given notic'e of tliis amend- 
ment. There is no difference of opinion among the different sections of 
the House that it is a mistake and the mistake lias been acknowledged by 
the (lovernment by their notice of this aiiHUidment. (Tovernment amend- 
ments are drafted by their experts; they are then passed by the Dtqiartment 
concerned before being approved by the Hon’ble Minister and then they are 
given n-otice of by members acting on behalf of the Government. Therefore, 
this notice is a purra guarantee that the amendment is a necessary one, and 
I hope this amendment would be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2i of clause 
25 of the Hill, for the w’ords, commas and figures “produce, to cause to be 
there produced” in line 7, the words “prodiK^e or cause to he produced” be 
substituted, 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 rise to support 
the amendment. Jt is unfortunate that although Government realised their 
own drafting errors and although notice was given on behall of th(‘ Govern- 
ment by a Harliamentary Secretary, the Hon'ble Minister is nductant, as 
we have seen in connection wdtb another amendment, to improve the language 
or remove any apparent defect in the drafting. As tin* Khan Hahadur has 
rightly pointed out, the word “there” is unnecessary and If retained would 
be meaningless. Evidently, it means the office of the Agricultural Income- 
tax Gfficer. Cerhiiiily, the amendment before the House, namely, “produc>e 
or cnuse to lie produced” would he a distinct improvement on the expression 
that appears in the body of the clause. Therefore, I think that the amend- 
ment sliould he accepted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I rise to support this amend men I and for 
reasons whiidi are obvious, at any ratt‘, to llic Hon hle Finance Minisff'r. - 
I would ask him if lie has any defence whatsoever for the position which, , 
I am afraid, he is g'oing* to take up in a miiiut(‘ or two in respect of this 
partii'ular amendment. It is not a mere drafting amendment : and if the 
sentence of the Hill-clause is read as a whoI(‘, particular]> the (daus(‘ as it 
stands now', it does not make an> sense whatsoever. The undesirable clause 
w’as described by my friend Uai Hahadur Keshah ('handra Haiierjee as an 
error but I think it can he more correctly characterised as a schoolboy 
iiowder. I jihall read tlie relevant sentence as it stands. Sir, the clause aft 
it now' stands reads — 1 will leave the earlier portion governing the clause, 
because this is only a qualifying clause and does not affect the structure 
of the sentence as a w hole. This is the substantive portion of the clause — 

he shall serve on such person, a notice requiring him, on a dat# 
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to be therein specified, either to attend at the Agricultural .lucoiile-tax 
t)fhcer’8 office or to produce, to cause to be there produced, aay evidence ou 
which such person may rely in support of the return.” Now, Sir, 1 ask you 
what exactly does Ibis mean? In the earlier half of (he sentence, there i» 
^ notice which requires him to attend at the Agricultural Income-tax Officer’* 
office. This is quite intelligible. The alternative is that the officer require* 
him to produce auy evidence mi wliiqb such person may rely in support of hi* 
return. This also makes sense. a* the clause m>w stands, it read* that 

he shall require him “to prodiifc, to cause to he there produced, ” 

What is this “to cause to he there protlm^d*' whieh is again protected by 
two c(mmias on either side 'r^ t'ommas have now heetnjie ot liisttiric import* 
ance in this House. These two c'oinmas lake it outside the general How of ’ 
the sense <d the •senteme, J'rotected h\ thevst* two comnias. it is quite 
fonuidahle. It has become a tormidahle ohstu<-le to any interpretation of 
the clause as a vvlode, hecause. taken apart Ircmi the movt'inent of the 
eentence as a whole, this “to cause to he there piiniueed” govi*rns (lie parti- 
cular word “produce . Anyone with the least idea oi eitlu'r Knglish 
grammar or English usuage would simply wonder as to what it would mean 
if this particular clause “to cause to he there produced” governs tlm word 
“produce”. I do not know it the Hon’hle Finanet* Minister, however subtle 
he might he, can skate over the difficulties into whieh his own iirafting 
experts ha\e landed him. I do not know how he is to pirouette out of thi* 
labyrintli. tiovernipeiil them.^elves felt it nee,i ssar\ to give notice of 
amcndinents to take out, first of all, the tao eonimas which if removed wdll 
change the a liole meaning of i he suh-idausi*. Now, if (he (Government 
;unendment acre curried, tht'ii it would reail quite simplt' as follows: “he 

shall s(‘ive on such person, a notice requiring him li> produce or caus* 

to be i)ro<lin‘ed an^> evi<lenee on ahieh su<'h person may ndv in support of 
the let urn.” "J'his is (juiti* intelligible. The oftii'cr shall serve on the 
assesset* a notice and in virtue of (his notice he shall anpear there in person 
or he sluvll produce through some intermediary any evidence which he might 
have in order to justif\ the coirectness of his return. Hut this is as it 
would lie if the (ioverniuent atmuidmeiit wen* carrii‘d. If the (rovernment 
amendment i> not (aiiOMl. and iht* clause* n'luains as it stands now, that 
interpretation would not be open to the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 1 do not 
think any amount of verbal jugglery will permit him to say that this i* 
a grammatical mistake or that it is a drafting umeiidment, and therefore it 
would be correct(*d eitlar b> the ollice or that then* would be no difficulty 
in its interpretation. 1 think I have placed it sufficiently (‘leurly, and 1 
am confident tliat 1 liave (^mvinceil you at any rate, although 1 may have 
failed to convince the Uon’ble Finance Minister who refuses to be convinced. 
There is a,Hengali saying that if a man is asleep you can wake him, but 
if he i.s fully awake and teigns sleep, you cannot wake him and even 
Hercules wouhl t<ul to wake him. That is the altitude which is being 
taken up hy tiie Hon hle Finance Minister. He fully realises that thtv 
clause as it now stands is not only nonsense hut worse. It is niischievous 
and is liable to all kimbs of misinterpretation und all kinds of difficulties. I 
havt* no doubt tliat many of my lawyer friends will be glad if these anomalies 
Teniain, and m> fri4*mls on my left may also be glad if tlH*y remain in the 
Bill. They iniglit therefore supjmrt this sort of — shall T say — mis-delivery 
of the departmental draftsmen ot the (jov«*rinnent. All those who are 
conciernefl w ith cvnmmoii sense and all those w lio are concerned with hringing 
out the Bill in a pioper, healthy and normal manner, wdll, I arn sure, fee) 
that this clause as it stands now would simply not make H«*nse. It is simply 
nonsen.se. l-nless these two offending eonimas an<l the won] “there” ami 
the word “to” are taken out, 1 submit it is not going to mak** anv s«-n.se at 
all. I will submit further that (Government themselves would be lamhd in 
difficulties and I am sure the High (’ourt itself will find it v<*r.v difficult to 
give any interpretiition wdiat.soever. I am here on safer rounds, for 
not a case of trying to wake up a man who is feigning Bleep, if 
u taken up to the High Court, I am quite sure the High Court will say that 
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sub^iauAe { 2 ) of clause 25 of the Bill does not make any sense. If it does 
not make sense, the whole Bill may be made inoperative. Since this is one 
of the operative clauses of the Bill, Government in their mortal terror of 
another place, in their reluctance to face public opinion, in their anxiety 
to avoid summoning the Lower House, might find that they are faced with 
a deadlock, which not all their ingenuity w'ill be able to overcome. There 
are some other clauses in the Bill whose defects might not hamper the 
operation of the Bill as a whole; but this is a sub-clause which deals with 
the question of assessment and the method of determining the assessment. 
If there is any dispute on the fjuestion of the method of assessment and 
of compelling the person assessed to submit to whatever assessment is made 
by Government, if the clause dealing with these questions were held up and 
proved inoperative, then the whole purpose of the Bill would be defeated. 
The Finance Minister often tells us that he will not get a subvention 
from the Government of India unless this Bill is passed within a particular 
date. I c-an assure him that if the High Court rules that this sub-clause 
in the Bill is inoperative, the result might be just the same. The result 
might be that the Government of India might also say that since the 
most important clause in the Bill is not only defectively drafted but 
drafted in a manner which makes its operation impossible, then what would 
be the conclusion? (Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury : we will have to 
amend the Act). Well, Sir, you cannot correct the Act without amending 
it. And that is what we are suggesting to the Government. I am very 
glad that my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, who lias some legal 
acumen and perhaps some legal (x)nscience, realises that amendment ia 
necessary and corrections should be made if necessary. He thus realises 
the necessity in spite of a certain amount of discomfbrt because he is afraid 
of what the consequences might be if the Government were forced to face 
jthe Assembly. In spite of bis discomfort he is not very vehement in his 
opposition to tliis amendment. I discern some relurtanc(‘ in him to support 
Government in this case. When a member of his status who is ready to 
support Government rt'asonably or unreasonably, — when I find a member 
of that typo rather reluctant to support the Bill-clause and willing to accept 
the amendment moved on behalf of the Opposition, I take it tliut the posi- 
tion of Government is rather seriotis. It is pretty bad indeed and if it 
were not so, then there would be no’ reason why he should not have been 
much more vehement in his opposition to this amendment. I would conclude 
by saying- 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir Can 
the honourable member speak for himself and for another member opposite 
at the same time? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It depends on his ingenuity. 

^ Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am glad, Sir, that you find nothing in 
the point of order. I certainly give the palm to my friend whose ingenuity 
in the House is (juite well-known. However, to proceed with what I waa 
saying, I may say that the Government themselves felt that the clause as 
it stands is just nonsense. That is why Government asked two of their 
Parliamentary Secretaries to give notice of an amendment — an amendment 
which was approved by them and drafted by the Legislative 
Department. In the normal course of events, that amendment 
would have been carried without doubt. But unfortunately Govern- 
ment have allowed extraneous (onsiderations — the question of their 
waning strength, their fear of losing the position whicli they 
occupy today if they face the I^ower House, to prevail over their duty. 
This IS the burden of the song of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. When 
ever he gets up to vspeak, a whisper goes on in his mind. That whisper says, 
“Do not take us back to the other Chamber which is so hot and out of 
which we escaped with so much diflSculty and skill. Once we have com© 
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<mt of. that ordeal, do not pash as back ip that pttrgaiorv’’. If that th# 
arghnieiit of the Hoa’hle Finance Minister, I leave it to the Hooie to aooept 
or reject that argument for what it is worth. 

I know, Sir, that so far as my friends to the left — I mtmn the Europeaa 
Party, are concerned, they are not afraid ♦ i any violation of thtdr mother- 
tongue so long as it serves the purpcise of saving this particular Govern- 
ment from facing the ordeal of the wer House. They submitted to a 
violation yesterday when an out? ige was coiumitteif on the Kiigliah 
language. By their vote a meaningless word ‘‘guaridan^’ was accepted and 
obtained legislative sanction. Whatever little clmnce tjiere was to correct 
the spelling mUtake, tlmt has disappeared after the vote of the House 
yesterday. This word has been kept and its special s|>etting. The sound 
of it is something like “guaridun” and that has been accepted by my friends 
to the left. They will submit to a new violation of the English grammar 
today if this ameudmeut is not accepted bv tbem. Thi.s will Im' another 
violation of their mother-tongue. After all, 1 am a foreigner, and if I 
express any regret for such outrage'it would be a half-hearted regret. Great 
difficulty will be created for them if the clause remains as it is. What I 
feel is that it is for tliem to decide what tliev should do about this 
amendment. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Sir, I rise to support 
this amendment. But I shall not recapitulate the -eusons already given by 
the h(»nourable mover and tlie other two honourable members Uai Buhaidur 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee and Mr. Huma^un Kahir. I d(» not like to 
repeat those* reasons for the simple reason that I consider it an insult 
to the intelligence of the honourable members of this House tt) exnhun to 
them over again that this nmenelment is neces.sury. It is so simple, it is 
so clear tliat it ought not to reeiuire any argument to convince any reason- 
able man with an ordinary knowledge of the English language to show that 
tlie amen<lment is necessiiry. During the last feu day.s we have h(*ard the 
debate in this IIou.se with regard to some of the amendments and we have 
found that apart from the <|uestion of principle on the (piestion of drafting 
amendments when amendments W'ere really necessary the House has turned 
them down for the simple reason that they will mit all<»w any amendments 
U) Ik* passed. 

Heretifter when the proceedings of this House will be published, people 
who would peruse them would perhaps think that the honourable members 
of this House w'ere absolutely ignorant of ihe Eiiglisii language 4ind would 
perhaps (on.sider that no European meml)ers of the House were present in 
the Hoii.se wdien all the.se drafting 4im(*ndnients were lK‘ing tliscu.ssed. We 
luive not yet heard them speaking on this amernlment or on the amirndment 
whicli sought to correct the word “guaridan” yesterday. 1 do not know 
how any honourabh- member of this House c-ould opjMi.se an amendment like 
this, 1 do not consider that it is a inattc'r wliich could bo lightly talked out. 
It is a very serious matter and this House 1 consider is a House consisting 
of responsible gentlemen w'ith education and experience. We are trying b) 
improve the Bill by correcting the mist^ikes that are there. It is no use 
saying that I will have “guaridan” instead of “guardian”, because that does 
not matter. I do not know whether the lloiride the Einarioi* Minister wjis 
a student of merit or not in hi.s yoiyjger days, hut 1 ciin say that as lie is 
not looking so dull now he was not null eitlier in his younger <lays and he 
ought to understand that the posterity wmII think of him as one who never 
cared for the dignity of this House or for the dignity of the business of the 
House. I do not know^ what any gentleman with a grain of <>onnnon sense, 
with a grain of self-respect would think of this Ifou.se wdien they will jieruse 
the proceedings of this House. With these few words, f support the 
amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I nne 
amendment that was given notice of by Mr. Biien Hoy and Mr. Mesbanm ( m 



j/^hzned and which has actually been moved by Kban Bahadur Naziruddiu 
Ahmad who ia the aponsor of aU amandments intended to remove all drafting 
defectH in the Bill. Now, Sir, I do not like to say anything with regard 
to the question whether this amendment should or should not be accepted 
by the House. I think the fact that it was put as an amendment to be moved 
on behalf of Government sufficiently warrants, the conclusion that at one 
time the Government wanted tlmt this amemlment should be moved and 
passed by this House. 1 cannot exactly say what was the point of time 
when this was decided. But before the amendments were Uiken up, a 
oonsiderahle time lapsed as the question of the competency of the Bengal 
Legislature to tax the Ruler of an Indian SUte arose and the considemtion 
of the Hill had to be posti>()ned for about a month, I believe, and then there 
was some uncomfortable develf)j»mftnts that took ]>lace in the Lower House and 
suddenly tluvt Ilousi^ was prorogued. We are not g«ing to give the reasons 
why thijit ILjuse was prorogued but wwii after the prorogation of that House, 
the TIon’ble the Finance Minister stated on the floor of this Hou.se that 
Government do not propose to move the amendnieuls which have been tablecj 
on their l>ehalf. I need not s;iy anything on the question whether this 
amendment sliould he accepted or not. The fact is clear that^ the amend- 
ment is necessary. The only question is, as Mr. Ilumayuii Kabir pointed 
out, as to the attitude my Kuropean friends are going to take up. It has 
been stated hy Mr. Kahir that, they have .supported the Government in 
opposing an anKOidmcnt which was sought to he introduced yesterday with 
regard to the word “guaridan”. Possibly the European members could not 
«upiH)rt the ()piM)sition hut had to go to the Government Lobby becau.se 
otherwise there would be some disaster which I need not di.sclose again. But 
when I met the Leader of tlie House yesterday I was told that this mistake 
should be (corrected as a cleric^al mistake. I must say that it can no longer 
be treated us a clerical mistake in view* of the fart Hie amendment relating 
to this word was actually moved hut was voted down by the (Tovennnent 
majorit>. I do not know what the courts w'ill think when they will consider 
the clauses of the Hill in which the amendments w^ere opposed. As a matter 
of fact, the proceedings of the (.Miamber are not open to the cx)urts and 
therefore tliey wilt think that the members of the liegislature were careless, 
were sleeping and were not attending to tlieir business when this Hill was 
passed. It is for this reason that we are moving these amendments and 
are placing our views with regard to .some of the mistakes which seem to be 
pi)vious. As a matter of fa(‘t, if cs)urls find that no meaning c^in he attached 
to a particular clause of the section, then it will throw' it out and possibly 
the whole thing may be thrown out as unintelligible and the machinery of 
assc.ssnient may fail on that account alone. If we lo(>k to the clause itself, 
I mean, clause '2o, ajid also look to the offending place where the words 
stand, tlion, :i.>i jminltnl out h\ my friend Mr. Humayun Kahir in a very 
forceful language, wc see that it does not make any meaning and that it 
seems to have no sense — I do not like to use the w'ord “nonsense’’ — but I 
would like to use the w'ord.s tliat it dot's not make out any sense. If that 
is so, 1 think the Hon'ble tlie Finance Minister should consider whether 
hi' should allow tliis mif^take to remain in the Hill or w'liether lie should 
not even now agree to have it rectified in the way jiroposed in the amendment. 
With tliese words, Sir, T su])p(>rt the amendment. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Oi^ a point of order, Sir. I am not 
conversant with law, but J w'aiit to know as a layman whether the President 
bus not the right to disallow' a question if that question is put in such a 
way as to convey no meaning at all; or wlietlier, if a re.solution or a clause 
of a Hill is introduced in a language which is neither Engli.sh nor Greek 
nor French, the President has the inherent right to disallow' that resolution 
or that clause on that ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I am speaking offhand, I may not be very 
accurate; but I think that the President can only disallow a clause of a Bill 
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ff it u uUrd rires of the Leirislature ; the President (‘annot 
or make correction in the draftinjf of a Bill. 


re-draft the BilJ 


Or. KUMUO 8ANICAR RAY: If a particular clause of a Bill appears 
be meaninprlci^s, can the President allow that particular clause to be dis- 
cussed in the House until it is modified in such a way as to convey some 
meaning ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The President has no power to do so. As regards 
questions, the President can disallow them if they appear to he defective 
or meaningless; hut as regards Bills, except on the genc^ral qu(‘stion of 
ultra t'lrcs, 1 do not think the President has any power to modify thorn in 
4hy way. 


The Hofi*ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, this idmoua 

printing mistake does not reflect an\ discredit oii the drafting capacity df 
government draftsmen. The printing mistake is obvious, and I tliink that 
the ailnjinistration of the Act will not he hampered hy this obvious {printing 
mistake. I think the amendment will be taken note of iii the amending 
Bill that will come. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; The Hon hie Minister will 
please note that the same mistake appt'ars in the co]>y of the Bill whi(^h was 
published first in the ('nlcuito Gazette. So it is not a printing mistake. 
The same mistake ap{)ears in the f/azette eo)»y as well as in the original 
copy and in another <*opv which was passed hy the Assembly. So tliere are 
three c<tj)ies in which tfic sanu* mistake ajipears. Therefore, Ihis is no 
priiiling mistake at all. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, as the Hotrhle Minister 
hiins(*lf ticcepts that it is an obvious mistake, can he after that oppose' the 
amen<lnu*nt Y He says that it would he correcteil in th(‘ amending Bill 
that %vill (M)iHe. Tlierefort*, having admitted that it is a mistake he cannot 
oppose the aniendineii t . " 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 will not vote. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: He* has no vote in the House. 

The (luestion hid'oii* tli(‘ House is that in suh-cAuuse (.•) of clause 25 of 
the Bill, for th(‘ words, commas and figures “produce, to cause to he there 
produced” in line 7, the words “produce or cause to Vie produced'’ be 
euVisti tilted. 

The ([uestion being put, a division was chnlh‘ng(*rl and taken witli the 
following result : — 
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Mr. B. C. Datta. ^ 

Mr. N. C. Datta. ^ 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 


Mr. Masbahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan 6ahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 
khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhtary. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. O. 4 , Cohen. 


I Alhadj Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. dan. 

Mr. Mumayun Z. A. Kabir. 

{ Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

i Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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Mrs. K. D’Rozarlo. 

I Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosafn. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hosaaln. 

Mr. w. B. C. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Bubidaii Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momm. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Yakub K. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. J. W. R. BUven. 

Or. K. Talukdar. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. Th^ House has divided* The “Ayee" 
being — 16, and the “Noes' ' — 24, the amendment is negatived. 

Dr. K. 8. RAY : Sir, before you take up the next amendment may I 
refer to the point of order I raised? I still think with due deference to 
your ruling that the matter requires further consideration and I hope you 
will give your considered ruling on the point. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, a similar matter was 
raised in the House of Commons and the Speaker observed that the combined 
wisdom of the whole House will prevail 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will do. Thank you. It is an interesting 
point and it should be looked into. In fact, I did not give any ruling. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: SU, I may point out that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is necessary to pursue this matter 
further. Mr. Das 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 beg to move that sub-clause (4) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of order, Sir. 
Before my friend, Mr. Das, proceeds with his amendment, I propose to raise 
a point of order. It is about sub-clau.se (4), w'hich Mr. Lalit (Tiaiidra Das 
wants to delete. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The point of order is Omt 
sub-clause (4) is vltra vires. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That amendment is not yet before the House. Let 
him first move the iiiiiendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may T explain the 
situation P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no proposal before the House, and your 
point of order cannot be on nothing. There must be something before the 
House on which you can raise a point of order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: There is something before the House 
you, Sir, have already said that clause 25 do stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But his objection is with regard to the particular 
amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir, the object is the 
same but w(' difl\'i’ in the manner of approach. Sir, sub-clause (4) says 
in effect tlnit “if assessment of any agricultural income is made under sec- 
tion 8(J^), then that may be reopened by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
with the consent of the Commissioner.'* This claslves with the decision 
which you have already given. Sub-clause {2) of clause 8 deals with an 
important matter. It deals with the valuation or ^||ither the assessment of 
the income in east* of tea. It is well known that tea is a Subject of cultiva- 
tion and then it is subjected to a process of manufacturing. So far as the 
raanufactiiriim- profit is concerned, it is taxable by the Centre and so far 
as the agricullinal profit is eoneerned, it is to be taxed by the Province. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; The point of order is this: 
under sub-clause (2) of clause 8 it has been conclusively settled what is to 
be allocated to the Province and what is to be taxed by the^ Gentry So, 
this matter cannot be reopened as it has already been decided by the House. 
Now bv this sub-clause, the whole thing will be reopened by the Agn- 
cultural Income-tax Officer with the consent of the Commissioner. You 
cannot pass a sub-clause which conflicts with an earber sub-clause. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: What you say is a conflict in law. I ana afraid I 
cannot allow yon to speak on this matter again. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The point of order arises in 
this way that the present sub-clause clashes with what we have decided 
already. We cannot pass conflicting provisions. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: If it clashes, that may be decided in a court of law* 
it is not for the Chair to decide that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to inovt* : That sub-clause 
{4) of clause 20 of the Bill be deleted. 

Sir, I shall not repeat the arguments whii h have just now been advanced 
by mv honourable friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad as to why this 
sub-clause should be declared ultra vtres. In sub lau.so (^) of clause 25 

the Agricultural Income-tax ()ffi(‘er shall .serve on such person a 

notice requiring him on a date to be therein specified either to attend at the 
Agricultural Income-tax Officer’s office or to produce, to cause to be there 
produced any evidence on wliicb such jierson may rely in support of the 
return. This is the jirocedure, Suh-cdause (o) of the section lays down how 
assessment has to he made by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer. Now* 
Sir, I do not understand the reason why this proi edure should not he followecl 
in connection with a person who is an assessee under suh-clanse (2) of section 
8. I do not understand why the jiermission of the Commissioner should b© 
at all necessary. So my submission is : that if this suh-clanse is really 
deleted, then all advantagt^s of the procedure of rules 2 and '1 will auto- 
matically go to a person whose agricultural iiKuirne has to he assessed under 
the provision of sub-clause (^) of .section S of this Bill. With these words* 

I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that hub-cUius(‘ (4) of claua© 
25 of the Bill he deleted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I su]>port th(‘ motion of' 
my friend Mr. Lai it Chandra Dus that sub-clause (h) be deleted. Now 
the point that was raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Abinad is not 
altogether without any substance. 1 am not going against your ruling* 
Sir, but I am going to refer to what you observed a few minuti^s ago when 
Dr. Ray mentioned about the previous amendment, namely, that you can 
only rule out a clause if it is ultra vires. The question is that if it ia 
pointed out to the House that one clause is repugnant to the other I am not 
going to say that it is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will just explain. 1 said tliat the (’hair can only 
give its decision on a point of order which rai.ses the (luestion as to whether 
a jiarticular clause or a particular Bill is ultra vires of the powers of the 
Legislature or not; but if there is repugnancy between two clauses, it is an' 
entirely different question and that has to he' interpreted }>y the courts of 
law. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: What I was going to ©ay 
is that if repugnancy is detected on the floor of the House when we consider 
this Bill, we should do our duty in clearing u]) the mistake and removing 
the repugnancy. The Hon’ble Minister should seriously consider whether 
he should allow the rejiuguaiicy to remain although it is jiointed out by the 
members. It may not have been detected in the Lower House. We are not 
concerned with that. We are going to place a Statute permanently in the 
Statute ^^gister of the Province of Bengal. The Bill will remain for ever 
even if the Government changes and even if the form of the Government 
changes; and thus we will leave a legacy to the posterity showing that wo 
have passed a Bill with repugnant clauses although we knew 
were repugnant. That is why I ask the honourable members and tne on 
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\the Finance Minister to consider whether or not the clause is repugnant. 

For that purpose it is necessary to look more closely to the Bill. 

Now, Sir, let us consider what is there in sub-clause ( J ) of clause 8 
Jivhich runs as follows: — 

For the purpose of the asvsessment of agricultural income-tax 
under this section or any rule made thereunder a certified copy 
of an order of an assessment under the Indian Income-tax Act, 
1922, or a certified copy of an order of any appellate or revising 
authority or of tlie High (Vnirt or of His Majesty in Council 
altering or amending such order of assessment under the provi- 
sions of that Act shall he conclusive evidence of the contents of 
, such order”. 

Clause 25 ajipears in a chapter which depls with the machinery of 
Ussessment, and sub-chiuses (2) and (J) of clause 25 provide for machinery 
bf assessment and obtaining returns from the assessee. Sub-clause (2) reads 
fus follows: — “If the Agricultural Income-tax Officer is not satisfied without 
Requiring the i)re8eiice of the person who made the return or the iiroductioti 
bf evidence that a return made under section 24 is correct and complete, he 
shall -serve on such person, a notice reciuiring him, on a date to he therein 
epecdfied, either to attend at the Agricultural Income-tax Officer’s office or 
to prodiK’e, to cause to he there prodiu^ed, any evidence on which such 
person may rely in su])i)(>rt of the return.” Sub-clause (/j) also provides 
that on the day specified in the notiire issued under sub-section (2) or as 
boon afterwards as may he, the Agricultural Income-tax Officer, after liearing 
#mch evidence as such person may profluce and such other e^iden^e as 
the Agricultural Income-tax Officer may recpiire on s])ecified points, shall, 
by an order in writing, assess the total agricultural income of the assessee, 
and determine the sum jiayahle by him ou the basis of such assessment.” 
Then -sub-clause (4) says that ‘‘the powers conferred by sub-sections (2) and 
iS) shall not, excej)! with the permission of the Commissioner, be exercised 
by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer in tlie case of agricultural income 
which is assessed under the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 8 and 
I'egarding whicii an asse-ssee has submitted together with his return under 
fiection 24 a certified (^opy of an assessment order under the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 19*22,” 

' Now, possibly the honourable members may question : where is the 
Repugnancy*:* 1 would point out the repugnancy immediately. In suh- 
■clauso (/f) of clause 8, it is decided that “tlie order shall he conclusive 
Evidence of the contents of such order.” There is nothing for the Income- 
tax Officer to do after tlie order of the authorities under the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922. Why it is written then in sub-clause {4} “the powers con- 
ferred by sub-sections (2) and (.7) sliall not, excejit with the permission of 

the (Commissioner If you leave that power that he is entitled to 

go into the question under sub-clauses (2) and (*7) of clause 25, in that 
case the position would he that if the ('omniissioner autliorises him to do 
bo, he is entitled to revise the onler and take steps under sub-clauses (2) 
and (*7). Hut so far as sub-clause (.7) of clause 8 is concerned, it also 
deals with conclusive m'idence of agricultural income of the assessee. 
Therefore, I submit that this clau.se should he deleted, not only because it 
is unnecessai'Y hut hei auvse it is repugnant. I may remind the honourable 
members of tlie House that so far as ibis clause 8 is coiU'erned, I moved an 
amendment that so far as the words “a certified copy of an order of an 
assessment under the Indian Income-tax Act” being conclusive should be ' 
deleti'd and treated as evideme only. That amendment was not accepted 
however, and I tlierefore want to remove the repugnancy which is there in 
clause 25. I find that was not accepted and I propose that the repugnancy 
which is here vshould be removed. As the House has not accepted the 
previous amendment, here I want to do so and give the Provincial Govern- 
authority to have some check on the asseasmeRt order made by the 
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luthorities under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922. As a matter of faotj 
t may be said that attention was not drawn to certain things which might 

detected by the Income-tax Officer under the l^rovince of Bengal and 
therefore I want to remove the word conclusive evidence and want to nay 
diat it shall be treated as evidence only, pure and simple. With these fo'i^ 
vords, T «su[)port the amendment. 

Mr* HUMAYUN KABIR* Mr. Presidt'iit, Sir, 1 beg to support the 
tmendment though I might say that w’hen the amendment was first luovej 
was not clear about the purpose which this amendment liad in view; 
?he discussions that have followed and particularl\ the p(»int to which 
eference was made by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad has lonvineeJ 
ne that an amendment of the tyi)e wmibl be necessar\ it the Bill is not to 
»e open to dispute and probably stultification. You have ruled that when- 
ver there is any conflict between any tw(» pieces <»f legislatitui or ditt’erent 
farts of a particular Act, the (juestion of interpretation of that conflict will 
le left to the courts of law. That ruling is quite proper and that is m 
t should be. I want to draw your attention to another aspect of the matter, 
amely, that when thi.s House has taken a particular decision in the course 
if a session, does it lie witli it to go against that decision witliin the 
ame session ^ Another asjiect of the matter will have t»> be considered, 
nd there you, Sir, are the final authority, not the court. So far as there 
i any repugnancy between different Acts of the Legislature or betwoeri 
ifferent parts of the same Act, these* w'oubl no doubt be int(*rpreted by the 
lourts of law; but when a d(‘cision has been taktm in a sessiem and that 
ecision is sought to be m(Hlifi(‘d and violated during a latter ])art of the 

ame session, it is for you to deci<Ie the quesflon As I was submit- 

ing, when a decision has been taken and if lat(‘r on during the same 
ession that decision is .sought to be alt<‘red, then. Sir, as the enstodian 
f the rights of the House it would li<* in \onr }>ower to decide whether 
tiere is any such violation or not. 1 take it that Khan Bahadur Nazir- 
ddin Ahmad had in view this aspe<'t of the matt<*r to wdiieh In* wanted to 
raw' your attention. In ebiuse H (.1^) we havt* already d«‘eided tlie jJroiiedurdJ 
■>r the assessment of agric ultural income-tax on iiK'onn* dtu'ived from land 
n which tea is cultivated. It has <lefinitely b(*t*n laid down that this 
ssessment will be made by the Ineome-tax Officers acting under the Indian 
Q(’ome-tax Act of the (iovc'rninent of India and tlie Brovincial Oovern- 
lent will have no say in the matter. I’he assessment th(*re wdll be clearly 
emarcated into two portions. The im'onn* due to the (Government of India 
□ d the agricultural income-tax. in clause 8 w^e have already decided in 
lis House that so far as agricultural ineome on tea is eoneerni‘d, the Ineome** 
IX Officer of the Oovernnipiit of India will decide how^ much of that inc>ome 
to be assessed as industrial income under the (Government of Tndifli 
n(;ome-tax Act and how much will bo left out of computation for the pur-* 
ases of Indian Income-tax a.s incfune d(‘rived from agriculture. Tbere- 
)re, a finality has already been reached. We have* already decided Unit 
gricultural income from tea w ill not be* assessed by the lhcf)rn(*-lax ( Iflir'cr 
I the Government of India. Now', in clause 2') (2) and (J) taken togedher; 
e find a new' asj)ect of tlie sanu* matter. Here, inc()me deriverl from tea 
ill no longer be determined b\ the ln<*oine-tax Oflicer acting under the 
rovernment of India. Here, the income-tax on tea will be decided, so far 
s the jmrpo.ses of this Act is concerned, by the Agricultural Income-tax 
fficer. That I submit is an anomaly, for it is violating or ux>stdting a 
ecision w'hicdi the House has already taken. It cannot be said that there? 
4 any qiie.stion of oversight liere, bec'ause w'hen clause 8 w'us considered, 
ttention wa.s drawn to this aspect of the matter, namely, that so far ai 
le income from tea is concerned, the Provincial Government have practirally 
iven up all their rights. An amendment was moved by which the refur/ia 
f the Income-tax Officer would have been recorded only as evidence, hut 
ot as a conclusive evidence. Government did not accept that arnendmen 
nd took up the position that so far as the income from tea is concernea? 
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ihe decisioD of the Income-tax Officer will be final. Thus, an opinion which 
had definitely been given is now sought to be modified. That is why we 
are drawing your attention to the question whether in the course of the 
same session and in considering the same piece of legislation, the House 
can give two contradictory opinions. There are degrees of contradiction. 
There is in philosophy contradiction as well as contrariety. There are 
certain points which may not be completely opposed to each other. Here 
it has been definitely laid down that the income derived from tea will 
be finally decided by the Income-tax Officer of the Government of India. 
That is a final and definitive position and the upsetting of that would, 
by implication, be contradictory. If it were a case of partial contradiction 
and if it were not a case of clear-cut opposition, then it could be said that 
in a case of partial contradiction both may be wrong though both cannot 
be true. But here a definite position has been taken that assessment will 
be under clause 8 and to alter that in any way is to deny it. The House 
is thus being asked to go back upon its own vote. I would draw this fact 
to your attention and to the attention of the members of this House. 

It is for you to decide whether the House can vote upon a matter which 
has already been decided upon in this House. A decision has been taken 
and that (lecision is now sought to be upset by a back-door method, by a 
qualifying clause. I (;an see that one argument may be advanced on behalf 
of the Government. They may say that the Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
will not necessarily modify the return, but may actually accept the findings 
of the ln(‘.ome-tux Officer of the Government of India. To say this is to 
admit that he may but need not necessarily in every case do so. Whatever 
happens, it is going to contradict an earlier decision of the House. It is 
for you, Sir, to decide whether it is not actually upsetting the earlier decision 
of the House. In this view of the matter, 1 feel forced to support this 
amendment which has been moved by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I also rise to support 
the amendment. I had ])artly discussed this matter when I raised the point 
of order. Now, the question is: whether we should pass sub-clause (4) of 
clause 25 in view of the repugnancy, and also on other grounds — on the 
ground of drafting anomalie>s which 1 shall point out sliortly. Sir, it has 
already been decided by this House by the acce])tarice of (dause 8(^) that so 
far as tea is concerned, the manufacturing income and agricultural income 
shall be determined according to the Indian Income-tax Act by the Indian 
Income-tax authorities. They shall decide or some higher authority under 
that Act shall decide what will be the manufacturing income and what will 
be the agricultural income in the case of tea. An ujiper hand is given 
to the Indian Income-tax authorities for the simple reason that the agri- 
cultural income has been defined in the Government of India Act to be 
as it is defined in the Indian Income-tax Act. The Indian Income-tax 
authorities have, therefore, been given the upper hand in tbis matter. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, at an earlier stage of the debate, at the time 
of the first reading of the Bill, said that 60 per cent, of the income has 
been calculated as agricultural income and 40 per cent, as manufacturing 
income. Suppose, a tea company has an income of Rs. 1,00,000, 
Rs. 60,000 would be agrii'ultural income and Rs. 40,000 would be manu- 
facturing income. Sub-clause (.'i) of clau-se 8 says, “A certified copy of 
an aw'ard made by the Indian Income-tax authority will be conclusive 
eviden(*>e of the contents of such order” that the total income of the 
company is so much and such portion of that income is agricultural 
and such portion of it is manufacturing income. This has been accepted 
by clause 8 6'^). Now, Sir, as has been pointed out by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee, this amendment would have softened the rigours of the law, but 
that has been successfully negatived. The rigorous character of the power 
of the Central taxing authorities, which was already conceded by tbis House 
by clause 8, bae again been reaflfirmed in tbe proviso to sub-clause (1) of 
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clause 24. Now, Sir, let us examine the effect of sub-clause (^) which is 
attempted to be deleted. Under sub-clause {4) the wjiole thing is bound 
to he reopened by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer and the only formality 
required to undo what has been done is the consent of the Commissioner. 
All that will be necessary for the Agricultural Income-tax Officer to reopen 
the matter would be just to get the consent of the Commissioner under 
clause 25. Sub-<dause (2) of clause 25 provides that when a return is 
submitted, the Income-tax tjfficer is to give notice to the jiarty to attend 
his office and produce or cause to be produced accounts. Under this clause 
the agricultural income is assessed. But an exception has been made with 
regard to sub-clause (4) that in case the tax is levied uinler sub-clause 
(2), the Income-tax Officer cannot reopen the case unless with the consent 
of the Commissioner. That is another way of saying that he can exercise 
powers to ask for returns, giving notice to attend and produce account books 
and then reopen the assessment made by the Central Income-tax authorities. 
Now, Sir, there are, therefore, two provisions in the Act — one is the power 
, given to the Income-tax authority in accordance with the ])rovisions of the 
Government of India Ac t. Sir, having conceded final powers to the Indian 
Income-tax authorities to ronclusively dtnide the agricultural ini'ome in 
case of tea, and having provided that a j)roduction of a certified copy of their 
order shall be conducive cvi<lence of the contents of such order, it i.s clear 
that the production of a certified (‘opy would 'ahsolufely paralyse the 
Agricultural Income-tax Officer, He has no power to question it. The 
valuation is complete and cannot be reopened. Yel that is what the present 
sub-clause {4) attempts to undo. Then again, the amount of agriioiltural 
income is not determined under clau.se 8(2) hut it is decided under the Indian 
Income-tax A(;t, 1922, by the Indian ln(‘ome-tax aut.horitii's and clause 8(2) 
really allows tlie valuation to be acce])ted as a matter of course. So the 
valuation is not made under clause 8(2) but it is a m(‘re u(u‘eptanco of the 
valuation made by the Indian Iin*ome-(ax authorities. So the j»hraseology 
used here wrongly assumes that the valuation is made under clause 8(2). 
Clause 8 is so far behind clause 25, and so many clauses intervene, that the 
real logic of connection between clause 8 and clause 25 has been lost sight 
of. The draftsman was under the impression that th«j decision as to 
valuation was made under clause 8(2) and he was aKo under the impression 
that it was revisable by the Agricultural Income-tax Oflic^er; but if he had 
carefully considered clause 8(2), he would have found that the valuation 
was made by the Indian Income-tax authorities under the Indian Income-tax 
Act and not under clause 8(2). In fact, the interposition of so many 
. clauses between clause 8 and clause 25 has caused this confusion. In these 
' circumstances, the drafting of sub-clause (4) is defective. I think that if 
the whole clause is paraplirased, then sub-clause (4) will run like this; I 
suggest a way of re-drafting of sub-(dause (4). I cannot amend it in this 
way but I would like to .show that draft would have been better and would 
have avoided many objections and on a comparison with that draft the 
present draft of 8ub-olau.se (4) will be rejected. I have redrafted sub- 
clause (4) simply for the jjurpose of comparison and to give point to my 
argument. The draft should read like this. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, that draft is not before 
the House and can he refer to that draft? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think, Khan Bahadur, you cannot do so. You 
can only speak on the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The wordinf^ of the prexeot 
sub-clause is defective, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you have managed to speak so long even on 
that defective draft, please do not try to redraft. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: My object is not to bare th« 
draft before me a<;cepted by the House; that I cannot do and I know tbat; 
I do not wish to do any such thinf?. My only object is to show to the 
House a better sample. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: We do not want that. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: We know* that you do not 

like many good things. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do not talk of your draft any more, Khan 
Bahadur. It is not consistent with the amendment we are discussing. The 
amendment now being discussed is the deletion of sub-clause (4). So what 
is the good of your ])roducing a re-draft when you are going to delete it 
altogether? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: For the simple reason that 
on the ground of drafting also the sub-clause should be rejected and I 
can give the House a better draft for comparison. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, you are not re-drafting but you 
are doing away with the sub-clause altogether. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: Well, Sir, I can show the 
House what an ugly l>oy is like, if I produce a handsome hoy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid that is not the question before the 
House. You need not pursue the point farther. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: All right, Sir. My learned 
friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow’dhury has said that he will not have a good 
draft, he does not like it. Sir, I know that good things are not liked by many 
p(M)ple, Quinine is good for people suffering from malarial fever, but it is 
not liked by many. My learned friend has repeatedly interrupted me. I 
think he hiis iwiid tlnil the collective wisdom of the House , has rejected my 
propos4ils. I do not think, Sir, that it is the collective wisdom of the House 
that has rejecded my innendinents ; rather it is the w’isdojii of the majority 
bl the House that ha.s done so. Of course, with regard to my Kuropean 
friends they t<M) have joined the majority. In fact, the Euiopeans have 
joined the majority hiil the question is w’hetiier they are right. Is it the 
collective wisdom or the iHillective unwusdom of the House that is being 
displayed here? I would like to point out to them by an analysis as to what 
the draft contains. I think the matter wxiuld be brought to a short finish 
if 1 read the re-draft as a whole. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think that is absolutely irrelevant, and 1 have 
said so more than once. ] again suggest that you need not pursue the 
point. Please revsume yoni* seat. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Your direction will be 
absolutely binding on me. But 1 am arguing as long as I think there is 
any room for argument; but as soon as you give >out final ruling or direc* 
tion, then it wull be absolutely binding on me and you may be sure, Sir, 
thattno one is more willing to obey your ruling than my humble self. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you should not pursue the point about re- 
drafting please. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMED: Sir, ma.\ I reproduce it from 
liiemory? I know it so well that I can almost reproduce it 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I am constrained to say Khan 
Bahadur that it is pure waste of time. The time of the House is too valuable 
to be wasted like this. 
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Khm Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD 8 I am sorry, Sir. Then I 
must say that the drafting of the sub-clause is very bad. 1 may, however, 
ask the honourable members to apply for copies of the draft which I have 
prepared 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Xhan Bahadur, 1 must ask you to resume your 
seat. I cannot allow you to go on in this way. Either you speak on the 
amendment or resume your seat. These are all irrelevant arguments that 
you are trying to advance. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, it is extremely regret- 
table that you think so. Of course, your ruling is binding on me and I 
bow to it 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, he is challenging your 
ruling. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I am not challenging the 
ruling of the Chair. 1 have some objection to the clause and 1 am addressing 
the House giving various reasons and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, a man of vour education and your 
station of life should have more respect for the decision of the Chair. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD. Sir, in that case I am abso- 
lutely helpless. I may simply say that the sub-clause is badly drafted 
and on this ground it should be rejected. On the ground of repugnancy 
as well as on the ground of inconsistency, 1 supjmrt the deletion of sub- 
clause {4) of clause 25. Then, Sir, I would ask my European friends if 
they agree to the systematic defilement of their language. English is the 
greatest language in the world. The Europeans who are opposing these 
amendments know that the amendments are light. In the circumstances, 
I would ask them to consider whether they would be silent witnesses and 
be real abettors to the defilement of their own mother-tongue. I liave 
always a feeling that the Engli.sh language is the greatest language and 
am always for its propagation. As a matter of fact, it has been rapidly 
spreading. It is much more widely used than it was 20 years ago. English 
is the official language ol India; English is sjioken all over the continent. 
But the rate at which the English language is being spoilt, the Englishmen 
will have some day to go j^way trohi Inclia. Boycott, non-co-operation and 
civil disobedience could not do anything to them but the way in which 
defilement of their^ mother-language is going on will (romped them to give 
up this country in disgust. 1 think they shouiil help us in our attempt 
to improve the English language and make it the lingua franca of India. 
We have great interest in maintaining the dignity and purity of the English 
language. But I think Europeans have a strong commonsense — they nave 
a powerful conscience — and I ask them to apply them to the second reading 
of this Bill. With these words, I support the amendment. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, exeopi the point raised 
by Mr. Humayun Kabir I do not want to enter into the learned discourse 
that was given in this House by Mr. Bankim Chiaudra Mukherjee and by tlie 
last speaker in the midst of so many “circ^nstaiice.s” . In his anxiety to 
support the amendment, the last speaker has overlooked certain things 
altogether. Something is meant for the Income-tax Officers appointed 
under this Act to do besides what has been done by the Officers under tlie 
Indian Income-tax Act. If yon will kindly refer to that sub-clause which 
speaks of cases of “gardens” falling in more than one province, you will 
find that this task is left to the Officer appointed undijr this Act and in 
that case he will have to assess not only the portion of income that will 
fall in this province but he will also have to assess the total agriculture 
income. Section 8 lays down the procedure by which the income is to © 
179 
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settled. It says “ in certain assessment the assessment made by 

the odicer under the Indian Income-tax Act shall be conclusive 

but somebody will have to assess. So, some function is left even after 
the assessment is made by the officer under the Indian Income-tax 
Act. In the circumstance-j, he will be entitled not only to exercise 
the general power ot calling the assessee to produce evidence regarding 
his agricultural income derived from the tea gardens but also other 
income and the assessee will also be called upon to produce evidence for 
his exemption. Theretore, the officer has been given the power to take 
evidence of apportionment of exemption between the provinces and for this 
purpose the officer will have to take the permission of the Commissioner. 
Therefore, Mr. Kahir’s argument that, there has been a decision on a similar 
motion as is now projmsed by clause 2b{4) and vso there cannot be another 
decision is incorrect. There is no provision by which the Chair can intervene 
in a matter like this even if contradictory decisions 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: On a point of order, Sir. What has just 
fallen from the honourable member is not correct, because there is a definite 
rule, rule 43(^) of our Council l^ncjcedure Rules, which says: “An amend- 
ment on a question must not be inconsistent with the previous decision on 
the same question given at the same stage of any Bill or motion”. There- 
fore, w'hat has been just now said that you, Sir, have no pow'er to rule out 
an inconsistency or contradictory decision is not correct. 

Mr. HAMipUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; I stand corrected The other 
day it was pointed out that provisions made in respect of a motion are 
dinerent from the provision made for Bills. Therefore, I overlooked it. 

My point is that clause 8 is not negative and, therefore, it is not repug- 
nant and so far all the arguments advanced on this basis are absolutely base- 
less. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. 
I should like to do it on a difTerent ground altogether. I do not at all 
agree with the contention that this sub-clause (4) is unnecessary and repug- 
nant to sub-clause (2) of clause 8. As a lawyer, I can only say that sub-clause 
(2) of clause 8 lays down a substantive law as to the principle ot taxation 
on agricultural income and also lays down the procedure as to how the 
income is to be assessed. One is substantive and the other is procedural. 
But at the same time I support the amendment. This amendment would 
tend to avoid distinction between tax-payers and tax-payers. This sub- 
clause was added apparently to give protection to the tea planters. The 
same procedure should be adopted evervwliere and no distinction should 
be made between tax-payers and tax-payers. Apparently, this sub-clause 
(4) is only intended to placate the tea planters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I submit that 
sub-clause {4) of clause 25 is neither ultra vires nor repugnant. Sub-clause 
(•5) of clause 8 provides that a certified copy shall be conclusive evidence of 
the contents of the order, i.e., it shall be neces.sary to pcove them under 
the Indian Evidence Act. But it does not take away the power of the 
Agricultural Iii(‘ome-tax Officer to make enquiries. On that point the 
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition is in agreement with me. I submit that 
the object of this sub-clause is neither to protect any particular class of 
assessee nor to enact some inconsistency with other provisions of the Bill. 
The object of this silb-clause is simply this : that the order of the Income- 
tax Ofiicer of the Government of India will be conclusive so far as the order 
of the officer is concerned. That order may be revised by higher autho- 
rities. Our Agricultural Income-tax Officer may supply information to the 
Indian Income-tax authorities if there is very good ground for their suspi- 
cion that the returns submitted by the assessees in question were faulty. It 
is the nature of administration of Income-tax law to be to some extent 
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inquisitorial but it is necessary that there should not be too much inquisitive- 
aess on the part of our Agrioultural Income-tax Oilicers, because unless 
there is very good ground for suspicion there should not be unnecessary 
inquisitiveness. After all, we are accepting assessment made by the Indian 
[ncome-tax authorities. In most cases we have to presume that those orders 
ire just, but there may be oases and we reserve tor ourselves a power of 
snquiry into the returns submitted by a particular class of aasessees to the 
[ntlian Income-tax authorities. If we dul not take tliis power, it would 
iiave been impossible for our officers to enquire even when there were grounds 
jf suspicion. So that far from protecting a particular class of assessees 
jve are taking power to ourselves to see that obviously false returns are n(»t 
made on the basis of which our portion of the income would be assessed, 
ind there is both reason and justification for sub-clause (V) of clause 25. 
[ hope the House will be completely satisfied with what 1 have said. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that sub-clause 
[4) of clause 25 of the Bill be deleted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYE8~-12 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddtn Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravertt. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Outta. 


Mr. H. Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. D. Mozumdar. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherjt. 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

M:. A. D. Roy. 


N0E8 23 


Mr. Mesbahuddtn Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahio N. Amfn. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemaii Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Hahibulla Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Ciarke. 

Mr. O. J. Cohen. 


Mrs. K. O'Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotatn. 
Mr. L. Hosiain. 

Mr. Mohamad Kqsiatn. 

Mr. W. B. G. I^ldtaw. 

Khan Sahib Sub’dati Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. 8attar. ' 

Mr. J. W. R. Staven. 

Dr. K. TaluKdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House hos divided the “Ayes'* 
being — 12, and the “Noes” — 23, the amendment is negatived. 

MTi PRESIDENT: A.s regards tlie next amendment of the Khan 
Rahadur, namely, aincndnieut No. 2r)2A, 1 do not think it can be moved, 
:>ecause we find it siaied in HaLshury's J.aws of Knghiiid, page 1()4, that the 
douse of Parliament have nothing to do with the marginal notes. The 
ame thing was also stated by Lord Hanworth in another case. In that 
dew of the matter, I rule that this amendment cannot be moved at all. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The word “assessment** is 
he marginal note on the left side — this is in reference to the statute which 
s mentioned in the text. This is just to facilitate the search 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is in the same position — marginal note on 
;he left side and reference to statute on the right margin. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDINN AHMAD: Previously, such amend- 
nents were allowed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If some mistake was made in the past, there 
eason why we should continue it. I think it is better jaol to move tins 
amendment. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I refer to clause 24 as it 
stands. There we have in the right margin at the end “XI of 1922”, and 
Khan Bahadur^s proposal is that the same thing should be done in this 
case also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The mariginal references are in the same position 
in the left. What is the difference? Do you move your amendment, 
Mr. Mukherjee? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir. 

I beg to move that in clause 2o of the Bill, after sub-clause (J) the 
following new sub-clause be added, namely : — 

“(5) In the case of the Kuler of an Indian State the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall, in case of the failure of |he recognised 
agent of the Iluler of an Indian Slate to submit the return 
required by any notice given under sub-secion {:^) of section 24,, 
or when the recognised agent has not made a return or a revised 
return under sub-section (J) of the same section or the recognised 
agent fails to comply with all the terms of the notice issued 
under sub-section (4) of the same section or the recognised agent 
having made a return fails to comply with all the terms of a 
notice issued under sub-section (2) of this section, ascertain the 
amount at which the Euler of the Indian State shall be assessed 
for the purpose of Agricultural Income-tax Act and detenniiie 
the sum payable by the Euler of an Indian State on the basis of 
such assessment.” 

Sir, the purpose of the amciulmcnt would be clear when I refer to the 
clause itself. You will find in sub-clauses (2) and 0) that if the Agricul- 
tural In(‘ome-tax Offic'er is not satisfied without requiring the presence of a 
person to show thatfthe return or the produetion of the evidence is correct 
and complete, he shall serve on such person — by ])erson I mean here also 
the Euler of an Indian State according to the definition — a notice requiring 
him on a date to be therein speeified, either to attend at the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer’s office or to produce, to cause to be there produced, anj" 
evidence on which such person may rely in support of the return. There 
cannot be any doubt with regard to the position that we cannot require 
the Ruler of an Indian State to attend in person. That would be altogether 
vltra vires of the liegislature and of the officer concerned. In this con- 
nection, I w^ould remind the llorrble the Fiiianne Minister that I did nut 
agree at any stage that a Euler of an Indian State is liable to be taxed. 
As a matter of fact, I expressed doubt in the beginning and I expressed 
doubt throughout but I have proceeded on the basis that the Euler is liable 
to assessment, leaving the matter to be decided in a court of law. As a 
matter of fact, so far as the Assam Agricultural Income-tax Act is concerned, 

I think litigations have already cropped up and this Act will also give rise 
to litigations between the Province of Bengal and Rulers of Indian States 
and it wull be a gold min^ to the profession to wdiich I belong. Therefore, 

I may disabuse the Hon’ble the Finance Minister if he has any misapprehen- 
sion that I have agreed with him that a Euler of an Indian State is liable 
to be taxed. The question is: if you are entitled to tax the Rulers, then 
under clause 25(2) an Agricultural Officer may cause him to api)ear in 
person. That is a thing which you cannot attempt. Therefore, I want to 
make it legal by providing that if the Agricultural Officer is not satisfied he 
need not ask the Ruler of an Indian State to appear in person but he may 
assess *^for tha purpose of Agricultural Income-tax Act and determine the 
sum payable by the Ruler of an Indian State on the basis of such assessment”. 
Now you have not provided any machinery under which you can compel a 
Ruler of an Indian State to appear before you and if they do not appear, you 
cannot assess them in terms oi tius Bill. Therefore, I say this new claiise 
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should be incorporated in order that there might be a legal provision for the 

f urpose of assessing the Rulers of Indian States. \Vith these few words, 
move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Amendment moved that in clause .25 of the Bill, 
after sub-clause (6) the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(^) In the case of the Ruler of an Indian State the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall, in case of the failure of the recognised 
agent of the Ruler of an Indian State to submit the return 
required by any notice given under a return or a revised return 
under sub-section (5> of the same section or the recognised agent 
fails to^ comply with all the terms of the notice issued under 
sub-section (4) of the same section or the reiognised agent having 
made a return fails to comply with all the terms of a notice 
issued under sub-section (^) of this secijon, ascertain the amount 
at which the Ruler of the ludiun State shall he assessed for the 
purpose of Agricultural Income-tax Act and determine the sum 
payable by the Ruler of an Indian State on the basis of such 
assessment. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir. the House has 
already negatived an amendment moved by tbe honourable Mr. Bankim 
(^handra Mukherjee (Amendment No. 44A) on ihe appointment of the recog- 
nised agent of the Ruler of an Indian State, and in view of that fact 1 do 

not think the House will now consider the amendment which has now been 

moved. In any case, I o])pose the amendment on the same ground which 
was advanced by me in the case of the previous amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 

that in clause 25 of the Bill, after s\ib-elatise (5) the folh)\ving new' sub- 

clause be added, namely: — 

**(0) In the case of the Ruler of an Indian State the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall, in case of the failure of the recognised 
agent of the Ruler of an Indian State to submit the return 
required by any notice given under sub-section (2) of section 24, 
or when the recognised agent has not made a return or a revised 
return under sub-section (5) of tlie same section or the recognised 
agent fails to comply with all the terms of ihe notif:e issued 
under sub-section (4) of the same section or the recognised agent 
having made a return fails to comply with all the terms of a 
notice issued under sub-section (2) of tliis section, ascertain the 
amount at which the Ruler of the Indian State shall be assessed 
for the purpose of Agricultural Income-tax Act and determine 
the sum payable by the. Ruler of an Indian State on the basis 
of such assessment.^’ 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Claute 25. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I speak a few won].** 

on this clause, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I am already on my legs, putting the clause 
to vote. You should have got up before I got up to put it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I did so, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDEMTi You did w wLcn I wa» going to put it to rot*. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: I submit th«t the question 

of consideration of a cla^ise comes in only when you have put it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rub-clause (4) was moved in the very beginning 
and then amendments were moved. And when I was on my legs and was 
going to put the motion to vote then you stood up. I am eorry you cannot 
speak now; you are too late. So I must put the clause now. 

The question before the House is that clause 25 stand part of the Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 26. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 2(5 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May 1 suggest that we 
adjourn now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDRIN AHMAD: Because, I think we have 

done enough business today. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No, Sir, we would like to 
proceed. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER4EE: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause {2) of clause 2G of the Bill, for the figure “1945” the figure “1947” 
be substituted. 

I would like to speak on this amendment by referring to the clause itself. 
Sub-clause {2) of clause 2(5 runs tlius — “Where the total sum computed 
under heads of agricultural income as that on which agricultural income- , 
tax is payable by an asscssee in any year, being a previous year not earlier 
than the previous year for the assessment for the year ending on the t3Jst 
day of March, 1945, is a negative quantity the assessee shall be deemed 
to hav(» sustained a loss to tluit extent in tliat year, and such loss shall be 
carried forw^ird to the following year and set off against the sum on w'hich 
agricultural income-tax is computed to he payable in such year, and if such 
loss cannot he wholly set off in such year, the amount of such loss not so 
set off shall be carried forward in the same manner to the next following 
year and so on, but no amount of such loss shall be carried forward for 
more than six successive years.” 

Now, Sir, I would submit that the total sum computed under both lieads 
of agricultural income is that on which agricultural income-tax is payable 
by an assessee in any yetar. 1 propose that for the year 1945, the figure 
1947 shoulil he incorporated, as we slumhl leave two y'cars during which the 
agricultural income should not be assessed. Therefore, the first year that 
I propose for the collection of this tax is 31st March, 1947. 

Now, the words are “being a previous year not earlier than the previous 
Tear for the assessment for the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1945”. 
The “previous year” would be the year ending 31st day of March, 1944. 

I submit that would mean that the Act comes into operation on the 1st day 
of April, 1944. What 1 propose in my amendment is that if we make 
it 1947, then we will have two years after the passing of the Act in which 
the loss and other things have got to be calculated. That is the reason why 
I propose the figure 1945 should he changed to 1947. Of course, strictly 
speaking, I may point out that as the amendment of the opposition was 
negatived to nu\ke it postpone the operation of the Act, this ought to have 
been 1946; but that does not matter. 1945 as it stands seems to be either 
a mistake or an oversight, because previous year will be Slat March; 1944. 
Tberef^tC; I subiziii that my amen^tni should be accepted. 



1944.} AWOUENMENT* 

Mri PRESIDENT: Amendment mored that in snb-clause ( 2 ) of olauso 
26 of the Bill, for the figure “1945’* the figure “1947” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMi: Sir, there is no 
reason why the figure 1945 should be changed. 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
( 2 ) of clause 26 of the Bill, for the figure “1945“ the figure “1947“ be sub- 
stituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on 
Monday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 7th August, 
1944. 
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Mwnbert abtent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting on the 3rd Augusl 
1944; — 

(1) Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Mr, Kader Baksh. 

(4) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. B. W. N. Ferguson. 

(G) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(8) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(13) Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(15) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(IG) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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First SMSioit, 1944— No. 72. 


Thk Council in<*t in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 7th August 1944, at 2-lo p.ni. being ,tho 
seventy-second day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to seetii)n 
of the (iovernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the HoTCble Sir BiJo\ LK\s\n SiN(;n Pov. k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Reftrence. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sij', it is my melaneholy duty to refer to tht‘ death ol oik* ol tlu* sittijig 
inembeifi ol our House, ISawabziula Altaf Ali. Sir, lit* wa^ onlv 57 >earK 
of age and aftei' a short illness ol only five days he passed away in his 
('aicutta it'sidenee. H(‘ was an t)ld Parliannnilari oi and was a nnunber of 
th(‘ prt‘-Peform days Council. IL* was the Chairman oi the Hogia District 
licmvd and also the Clmirnian of the Municipalit\ ol Itogia. IL* was a ketui 
s{a)i Ismail and a well-known social figure in the cit> ol Caleiitta. Sir, this 
llou^i* naoiins his loss which cann* s<» smhhmly; nohods ^•\pecl(‘d that he 
would !)o going away so soon 1 sliouUl now liK<‘ to ncoc the resolution 
w liich 1 ..ns as iollows : - 

“’I Ills Council iccoid.s its .sense ol sori’ow at the dciiiise ol Navsah/ada 
Altai Ali, a sitting inemlxo- of the Council, who was a scion of 
an old arisl(»ciatic /cmindar family, a ]>uldic man ot long standing, 
a proiniiK'nt social lignic. a keen '-porlsman and, ul)o\c all, a, perf(M't 
g^nt Icina n . " 

1 hojie this i(*solution will lx* a< cepted by the w’hole Hous(* 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Kesolution moved: That this Conmil n'cords its 
sens(‘ ot '-orrow at Hit* denii''e <d Nawahzada Altai Ali, a sitting nn'inlier of 
th( (amncil, who was a scion of an old ^ aristoci’atii' zeunindar family, a 
public man of long standing, a ])rominent social figure, a, ktMui sportsman 
and, al)o\e all, a jmrfect gentleman. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, on hehalf f)f m^' l^arfy, 1 as.sociat<^ 
myself with tlie resolution of eondolenee inov(‘d by the Jjcader of the House. 
Nawahzada Altaf Ali wujs indeed a person wdio wuis wcdl-known for liis 
non-c‘ommnnal and liberal outlook in r(*gard tf> political issues. He wuis 
connected with almost all the Ixmefieent f)ii]>lie aetivities in tin's province 
and was loved and admired by all sections of the people lor his charming 
manmus and unfailing courtesy. With these words, I support the resolufion 
which ha'^ been ])lac<*d befort* the House. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, on behalf of myself 
and the party to which I have the honour to belong, 1 associatr^. myself 
with the lesolution of condolence Avliieh has been nioveil l?y fin* fvcadci* 
of the House on the dt'afh of 'Nawabzada Altaf Ali, of Jb»gra. Sii, 
the late Naw-abzada has been taken aw'ay by a short illness of fi\’e (la.\.s. 
Sir, it is our unfortunate lot that in almost all sessioTis of tin* House wr* 
have to mourn the loss of one or other member^ of this Jrou‘;.{*. L ro/nin']^ 
ns that we really are living in the midst of death, — a fact wh/cJi we so often 
forget. Sir, the Tsawabzada was a gejitlemaji to the tip yd Jos h/ig-crs He 

was the pink of courtesy and a man of very iiberaJ views Manv^ 
endowments benefited evenly both the Hindus and 3lns im^. f 

180 
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above all communal feelings. He was a scion of a premier zemindar family 
of Bengal, but his sympathies were always with the poor. Indeed, he was 
never ashamed to call himself a member of the Krishak-Prt»ja Party in 
Bengal. If sorrow shared is sorrow relieved, I can assure his son, Khan 
Bahadur Muhammad Ali, Parliamentary Secretary to the Chief Minister, 
that he and his biothers, his moiher and his sisters, in fact, all the rest of 
his family have our fullest symj)athy in their great bereavement. May his 
«oul rest in pi^ace ! 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, with profound sprrow 
and grief I rise to associate myself with the condolence resolution which 
has been moved regarding the sudden death of Mr. Altaf Ali. 1 have seldom 
taken part in a matter like this before. But in spite of my ill-health I 
have come today to pay my tributes to the memory of the deceased. 
Mr. Altaf Ali needs no introduction. We knew each other for more than 
20 years, and our cordial relationship has continued since then. This 
relationship grew more intimate since 1920 as both of us belonged to the 
same party in the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Sir, regarding his political career, you personally know better than we 
do. He was born in the noble Nawab family of Bogra. His father was 
the late Nawab Nawab Ali (’howdhury Bahadur of Dhanbari, Mymensingh. 
Although he was liorn with a silver spoon in his mouth, he always rendered 
yeoman’s service to the less fortunate section of the public. Mr. Altaf Ali 
was a keen sportsman. He joined politics quite early in his life.- In 
politics he acted under the guidance of the late Mr. ('. R. Das. Mr. Altaf 
Ali was unostentatious and unassuming, and a man ot honest and firm 
convictions, wdio would do his utmost to brifig about communal harmony 
in the province and so he was admired by all sections of the Public. His 
charities were wid(*, and be made no distiiudion between the Mussalmans 
and the Hindus; but these were mostly so private that few jicople knew of 
tbem. 1 need not say much about his ]>olitical eare(*r. 1 ]io])e his eldest 
son, Khau Bahadur Mubamma<l Ali, will follow in the footstejis of his late 
lanienled father. I pray to the Almighty to give his soul rest and»]>cace. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, it with a det'p feeling 
of sorrow that I rise* to associate myself with the resolution. It \n\> ])(*en 
my privilege' lo know the late lamented Mr. Altai All for about half a dozen 
years but 1 have' known about him for a very long lime. He was a staunch 
nationalist and a member of the Swanijya jiarty in the old Bengal Legis- 
lative Council. Although a member of one of the richest and most aristo- 
<*ratie zi*mindar families, bis symjiatliies were always with the ‘down-trodden 
peasantry of this province. When an opportunity came for election to the 
Upper House, he therefore chose the tiidvet of the Krisbak Praja Party in 
preferenco to that of any other, even though it was perhaps easier for him 
to secure uoiuination from some other party. Be it said to his credit that 
[throughout his political life he was steadfast and staimeh to tlie party 
whose ticket he accepted. In this House he always carried out the mandate 
and the pidicy of the party faithfully, even at the cost of personal interest 
or the interest of the class which he represented. A man of wide 
sympathies, liberal c\ilture and polished conduct, his equanimity of temper 
made him popular with all the sections of this House. 

I associate myself with the resolution moved by the Leader of the House. 
] have no doubt that as is the custom in this House, further proceedings 
of this House will be susiieiided today in honour of liis memory. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, on behalf of my party and on behalf 
of myself, I fully associate myself with the resolution moved by the Leader 
of tile House. *\Vhat has fallen from my friends here is fully shared by 
me. I can say that the late Nawabzada was a perfect gentleman^ in the 
truest sense of^ the term. What is more, he was truly a People’s man. 
Although born of an aristocratic zemindar’s family, he fully sympathised 
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with and actually shared the weal and woe of Ihe poor<»r sections of tho 
people. By his death we have lost a sincere iiiend. a staunch party man, 
and a zealous fij^hter for the freedom of his <M»initrv. Witli these words, 1 
associate inyselt with the resolution that has been m<»\('d t>y tht» llou’ble 
Leader of the House. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. 1 wtioh heariedly 
associate myself with wliat has falhm from the previous s^ieakius. T have 
known Nawahzada Altai Ali for many \ears. Although luuu witii a silver 
apoon in his mouth the Nawahzada wa.s unassumin^»- in his manners. He 
was the xery pink of courtesy. His amiable dispositmn. aflable manners 
and, above all, his courteous dealinjjs with his friends ;jntl his subordinates 
made him an ideal nobleman of the day. He was tht‘ S(‘ion of an illustrious 
family whicli is w’ell-kuown in lh‘n»^:al for its j^enerosity and publit* s])irit. 
The Nawabzada attended fthe Council 111001111 * 4 : o:.Iy a tew days apro and 
nobody could then think that his end was so near. He was not only popular 
with his tenants but with all classes of people, as will be cviileni from tho 
huge crowul that assembled when the train carrying his dead body steainod 
into the Bogra station. Today we are mourning his loss not because he waa 
one of our colleagues in the (hmncil but because* wt* feel that, tin* void created 
by his death wdll be difficult to fill. Nawuibzada Altaf Ali was a gentleman 
of liberal views and strove his utmost for commcnal harmony. He always 
shunned the lime-light. To do honour to sucli a man is to do honour to 
ourselves. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Sir, T wdsh to assiu’iate this party (Kuropcan 
Party) with the ttunis of th(* rcxdution moved b\ llu' Lcad(‘r of th(‘ House 
and to extend our svm])athv to the r(*lativ('s of IIh* laic Nawahzada Altaf 

All. 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sn. i( is with 

ii heavy heart that I assoeiatt* m\s(df with tin* sentiments expiessed in tin* 
resoluhon niovcfl hy tin* ljead(*r of the House, ddie d(*ath of Nawabzada. 
Altaf Ali is a ))ers(uuil loss tf) me. In bis \ounger da>s wlten Nawahzada 
Altaf .Mi was a Dt'puts- Magistiati* of Noakliali, the inenf1»ers of our lainily 
eann* in eoiitaet wilb him. After r(‘signing from this work he ioitied 
]>fdities ,01(1 la*«‘ame Chairman <d the District. Board and Miinieipnliiy ot 
Bogra. and then a inemlM'r (d tiiis Houst*. His jiatriotie Inslinet indu(‘(‘d 
him to join the Swarajya Party organised by tlie late Mr. (h B. Das. 
Althougb a nnunber ot the landlndding (dass, his sympathy tor the poor 
look him to tin* Krishak-I'raja Party. In my opinion tin* most im])oriant, 
trait of his (diaraeter wa.s his sjiort.sm unship. We did not s(*(* <*yi* to i‘y(*, 
but our diifer(‘nee in*ver eT<*ated any bitterness. Undoubtedly, Mr. Altaf Ali 
oceu])ied a uniqu jiosition in Bengal. With t1n*s(‘ words, 1 assoc iatt* my- 
self wdiol(*-heartedly witli the resolution. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Befoi<* putting to vote the T<*so]iit ion which ha.s 
heon so eloqiiently mov(*d hy the Lead(*r fif the House, tin* ('liair would Iik(* 
to associate itself with the ex]>ression of .sympathy and gri(d' hy nn‘nibers 
repres(*nting. tlie ditVerent groups of this House. Xawalizada Altaf Ali was 
the son of the late* Nawah Nawab Ali (ffiowdhury Bahadur and a dangliti r’s 
sou and heir of the late Nawuib Ahdus Sobhan (dioudhnri of Bogia. I had 
the privilege of coining in contact with him nearly years ago as a nnan- 
her of thy old Bengal Legislative Omncil. The late Nawahzada wars assooi.ited 
witli tlie Bengal Legislature from 1910 wu'tli a, small In-e.ak. wh(*n hr wms 
elected a member of the Council of State. T had also an opjmihinMx of 
watching his civic duties, because be wai.s for a, long tinn* tin* Ch.iirma/i ni 
the District Board of Bogra and also the fffiairman of tho Murma j»-di/ v' o 
Bogra. Soon after the introduction of the .system of elceO'd Y’,"'" 
Chairmen for District Boards hy the (lovernment ^>f Eord ^ 

late Nawabzada Altaf Ali was elected Chairman of the ogr.i 
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Board and he continued in this office for a number of years. Consistently 
with his position as the premier landlord of the district, he kept himseif 
above party politics and he used to be respected alike by the Hindus and 
Muslims of the district. His loss is a ffreaJt blow to the Muslim community 
in particular and to Bengal in general. This House of wliich he was a 
valued and belove<l member deeply mourns his loss. 

I will now' place the resol ul ion which has l^een moved by the Hon ’bio 
tilt? Tioador of the Hquse : 

“1’liis (’ouncil recordN its sense of sorrow' at the demise of Nawabzada 
Aliaf AJi, a siUing niemb(‘r (if tin* (Viuncil, wdio was a scion of an 
old ai istoeratie z(‘mindar family, a yiublie man of long standing, 
a jiroiniuejjt social figure, a ketoi spoitsman and above all a pertect 
gentleman.” 

T w'ould retiuest th(‘ hfinourabb* members to rise in their places as a mark 
of rosp(‘ct to the memory of the deceased. 

(Hoiiourable imunbers rose* in their seats.; 

1 ludieve it is the gemoal desire ol th(‘ House that a message ot condolence 
should b(‘ sen! to Ihe meiiib(‘rs of lli<‘ bereaved family. 

(Many lionouialile members; Yes, Sir.) 

The House stands adjfuirned till t?-15 p.m. iomorrow a^ a mark of re^^pect 
to th(‘ ni(‘nior\ of tin* dec(‘ased. 

Adjournment. 

Tilt' (ouncil (litMi ad)ourn(‘d till 2-lo p.ni. on Tues(la\. tin* cStli August, 
19d4 

MEMBERS ABSENT. 

Th(' Ibllowiiig nieinbers wen^ abveni Irom ih(‘ nonHing li«>ld on (he 7tb 
August, 1914: 

(1) iSli. Kad(M Baksh 

(2) Mr. Huinauiu l{t‘za ( ’liowdlnu v . 

(d) Mr. It. \V. IN. F(‘rguson. 

(4) Khafj Bahadui Abdul (iofran. 

(5) Ml. M. U. .Iai])uria. 

((j) Alaulana Mohd. Akiuni Khan. 

(7) Mr. Abdul liadtV. 

(S) Ml. \. N. oholanabisli. 

(9) Khan Bahadui ^1. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. IV. IV . Mookerje(\ 

(11) Mr. T, B. Nimmo. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Piirssell. 

(Id) Khan Bahadur Miiklesiir Itahman. 

(14' Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Itashid. 

( 1-0 Dr. K. S. Ka^. 

(10) Dr. K. Talukdai. 
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The Council met in the Ijegislative Chuinher of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 8th August, M)44, at p.iu. being 

the seventy-third day of the First Session ot 1944, pursuant to section 
{y2(2){a) of the Governnienl of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hnu’ble Sir Buoy 1*mosai> Sinoh Koy, K.t m.b.) waa 
in the ('!hair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE: Sir, we have nut got 
copies of the short-notice <iuestions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Short -notice (luestions are not circulated. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Then the questions 
as well as the answers may be read. 

250A. Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Agriculture ])e])artment he plcuised to 
fitate the causes of the unprecedented rise in prices oi all kimls (d vegetables 
and lierbs to the e.xtent of eight to ten times the usual prii/ey 

ib) Does he contemplate taking steps to lauitnd j)ric(*s tlnueid)^ If ho, 
in what manner and by what time':' 

(c) Does he contemplate taking similar steps regaiding th«; prices of 
meat and Hsh, which have gime up uhoiit four times th<‘ usual prii'ey If 
BO, in what manner and by wliat t unci' 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): in) Agridilturul 
Department does not keep any information about lierbs for wliieh mH-essary 
question may be put to the Minister in charge of Medical and Public Health 
Department. 

As regards vegetables, it is true that the prices have risen about 8 to 4 
times of normal prices. 

The following are the causes of rise in prices: — 

U) Demand being more than supply owing to abnormal increase in 
the population of Calcutta city, the prices have risen to some 
extent ; 

(ti) Transport difficulties; 

(ill) Sympathetic rise in pri<es due to rise in the prices of fw)d crops; 

(iv) Stoppage of supply from adjoining provinces owing to embargo 
placed on exports; 

(v) Profiteering to some extent by the middlemen. 

(6) (i> As regards English vegetables, the prices have been amicaldy 
controlled without resorting to Defence of India Rules and the system is 
working fairly satisfactorily. About 150 inaunds of Darjeeling vegjdabJes 
are being sold in Calcutta markets at the prices fixed by fhe Directoi of 
Agricultural Marketing in <-onsideration of the j»ri<'es jucvuiliug at 
Darjeeling. 

Hi) As regards country vegetables, the problem is beset with diffirultioh. 
The vegetables come from so manj'^ directions and such a large number of 

m 
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people are engaged in the trade, that without employing a huge staff it is 
not possible to enforce the controlled prices or to stop black marketing. 
It also seems that the controlled prices that may be fixed will not be 
substantially less than the prevailing prices. The growers of vegetables 
who are generally poorer agriculturists had to purchase paddy tor their own 
consumption and other consumer’s articles at about d times the normal 
prices and so they can reasonably demand d times the normal prices for 
their vegetables. It does not appear that the growers are charging more 
than parity price for their vegetables. It will be unwise therefore to do 
anything whu^h is likely to affect the growers, as it will discourage them 
from growing more and more vegetables. It is only the middlemen who 
are in some cases making some undue profit and all that the Government 
can do is to reduce their margin of profit. Ilut this cannot be done easily, 
as it is apprehended that it the market prices arc lediiced, the middlemen 
instead of reducing their margin of jirofit, will try to reduce the j)rice thej' 
pay to the grower. 

It is further apprehended that as soon as prices of vegetables are con- 
trolled, they niay disappear from the open markets and may be sold in black 
markets may be sold by street hawkers at higher prict's. A huge staff' 
hardly commensurate with the ultimate benefit to the consumers will have 
to be entertained if any control is to be made effeetive. Under the cir- 
cumstances it is proposed that the Government instead of trying to control 
prices should purchase an apjireciable (juantitv of vegetables from the 
growers, bring them to Calcutta by lorries and sell thton at cost price 
througli Government grain shops as in Bombay. There are however 
peculiar difticulti(‘s to be faced ('ven in this ssstem in Bengal but the 
Government is md in a position to disclose them, as th(‘v may open tlie eyes 
of mischief makers. Government is however havin <4 tlie pro])osal seriously 
examined and a decision is likely to be taken soon. 

For the information of tlie Hoii.se, I would quote the figures showing 
(1) j)rice8 charged by growers, (2) cost of landing in Calcutta, (d) profit of 
xvhoieseller (middleman), (4) expenses of retailers, (b) profit oi retailers, 
(()) price paid by (mnsumers, collected in respect, of some of the j)rincipal 
items of vegetables after detailed enquiry: — 



Akkelpur 

Patal. 

Borhainpur 

Patal. 

Krishnagar 

Pumpkin. 

Bongaon 

Bnnjal. 


Rs 

. a. 

P- 

Rs. a. 

P- 

Rs. a. 

P- 

Rs. a. p. 

1 . Price charged b 3 grower 

« 

0 

0 

7 12 

0 

1 8 

0 

8 0 0 

2. Cost of landing in Calcutta 

4 

7 

6 

2 12 

0 

1 8 

0 

1 10 0 

3. l*ro(it of wholosoller 
(Middleman) 

2 

8 

6 

1 8 

0 

1 0 

0 

1 6 0 

4 . Expenses of Retailer 

0 

H 

0 

0 8 

0 

a 8 

0 

0 8 0 

5. Profit of retailer 

4 

0 

0 

2 8 

0 

2 6 

0 

3 8 0 

tJ. Price paid bj'' consiinu'r 

17 

8 

0 

1.') 0 

0 

8 14 

0 

18 0 0 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Sahib, I am ^nvry to interrupt you. 
The Chair has got no copy of the reply that you are reading. I am "sure 
there will be dittieulty on the part of the honourable mt'inbers to put suj)i)le- 
mentary questions bearing on so many figures that you have been quoting. 
Therefore, 1 suggest that copies of your reply to this question be made and 
circulated to the members tomorrow for the facility of putting supplementary 
questions and for the Chair to decide which .supplementary questions should 
l)e allowed anil which should not be allowed. Otherwise, it would be 
infpossible to follow those replies. So 1 would request you to read your 
reply leaving out those figures. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But some supplementary questions may be 
asked today also, Sir. 
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Mr. PRESIDEHT: 1, think that would be rather repeating the same 
thing twice over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Hahih, you may go on reading out 
your reply. 

The Honnile Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It 

will appear from the above statement that the u Imlesellers* pn»H( ranges 
from Id annas 9 pice to Its. per muun<l and that of retailer from 

Rs. 2 to Hs. 4 per inaund. The retailer's profit appartuitly seems to be 
unreasonably high but allowauee being made' for rottage and loss on transit 
the profit will probably dwindle down to half. 

There is another statement showing the eomi)aruti\e prices of April and 
July which 1 need not read. It will be seen fnun tlu‘ ui)ove that there has 
been an abnormal rise in the ]>riee of potatoes ..iul thi'i is ilue to the fact 
that local potatoes have been nearly exhausted and jliliar, Assam and 
Madras having put an einhargo on the t‘xport of pt»tato (he price is souring 
sharply. But Government is in eorrespondem-e with tin* adjoining pro- 
vinces for allowing its export to Bengal to a limitt'd extent. Ma<lraR has 
already agreed to ])ermit 5()0 tons of potato to be exported to Bongal in the 
month of August but Bibar and Assam have ret used to allow the export of 
food potato to Bengal. The statement shoMs Giat tlu' prices of brinjal, 
bittbrgourd hav(‘ iuereased by 59 per cent. The j)ri<es of patiil, pumj)liin 
and onions have however ap[)reeiably d(‘creased. It is hoptal that with the 
coming in of the monsoon there might b(‘ a steady deerease in the pric'cs 
of all kinds of seas<nial vegetahles. The control oi pr i« c ol meat and 
fisli is also not an easy task. Various eoinjdieat ions are lik<‘l\ to aiise and 
the situati(m is likely to grow wors«* if control was attempteil without 
assuring supjdx . .\s regards fish, h<)W(‘^er, it will he [)ti''siblc to bi ing down 

the pri(‘e to some <‘.Ktent 1»> controlling the snppl\- of ire, whldi plu>s ;<neh 
a Iarg(' part in the fish trade* of Calcutta. Gn\ermnen1 hav(‘ derideel to 
a])})oiiil an lee t’ontredler and is ti\\ing to secure; the st*rviea*s ed a ge‘ntlemuu 
with ex[)e'iienee anel jaTsonality. It is hojaal tlial tlu* suppl\' e)f fish te) 
Calcutta \Gn incre‘ase‘ leer the future, and that there will he* auteenuitie* 
reduction in its j)riee. 

As regarels the* e*ontre)l e)i tlu* priea* <d‘ meat, tlu* matte*!' has ne)t ye*! bee*!! 
taken uj), (ieevernment luewevei* is aware* that tlu* rise in the ]uie*e* eef nu'ut 
has been largely due to the emharge) put upon the export of goats, e*e)ws and 
buffaloes by Bihar wherefrom a large number of animals useel lei eeuiie for 
the Calcutta slaughter-houses. Government is wiitehing the situation 
carefully anel will take the necessary ste])S. 

State prisoner Babu Narendra Nath Chatterjee. 

250. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : (a) Will the 

Hou’ble Minister in charge of the Home Dejiartment be ])leased to state 
whether Babu Narendra Nath Chatterjee is being detained as a State prisoner 
under Regulation III of 1818 in the Karidpur District Jail? 

(b) If so, since when is he being so detained? 

(c) Has any personal allowance for himself and a family allowance for 
the maintenance of liis family yet been granted? If so, from when and at 
what rate? If not, why not? 

(d) Are any books, newsfiapers and magazines supplied fo him in the 
jail? If not, why not? 

(e) Has he been informed of the reasons of his detention? 

Minister in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HonWe Khwafa 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) Since the 24th July, 1943. 
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(<?) Yes, he haa been granted a {personal allowance of Rs. tjO per month 
since the 24th July, 1943, and a family allowance of Ks. 20 per month since 
ilie 23rd July, 1944. 

(d) Two daily newspapers are suppliwl at Government cost and the 
ptisoner can read books obtained from the Jail Library. The prisoner can 
also obtain other newspapers and books from outside subject to the usual 
restrictions. 

(e) No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how many members a family consists of? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
why the family allowance of Rs. 20 per month was not granted from the 
24th July, 1943, but from the 23rd July, 1944? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the personal 
allowance is concerned, that was granted because he was a State prisoner — 
all State prisoners are given personal allowance, and that was sanctioned at 
that time. As regards family allowance, orders were passed later on after 
verification of fact^. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why was not retrospective eftect given 
from 24th July, 1943, to the family, because the family had to be 
maintained? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will make enquires. I ask 
for notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Arising out of (e), why 
was not this Regulation HI prisoner in formed of the reuvsons of his 
detention ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The procedure is in accord- 
aiMc uitli Ordinance (’ legarding the detention of prisoners and that has 
been followed in lliis ease. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did not that Ordinance require that 
every prisoner detained would be given the reasons for his detention and 
that he would be given an opportunity to reply? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The provision of the 

Ordinance has been complied wuth. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Ordinance would apply to Regulation III 
prisoners ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. Strictly speaking, it does not 

apply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Hon’ble Minister is prepared to extend that principle 
and give him the reasons of his detention in this particular case? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if, because the Ordinance does not apply, Regulation III 
of 1818 has been followed in this case of this prisoner? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is true. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 hare got a Hhort-noiioe quet»tkm. 
I am fortunate to find the Hon’ble Minister in ( harjre (»f the Supply Depart- 
ment today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Suhrawardy, are \ou to answer it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. Sir. 

256. "'(a) If any meetinj; of the ‘Bho^ Coiiiiniltee*’ has been held sinee 

the announcement of the personnel of the said (\)inniittee ; 

(h) If so, when; if not, why not; ^ 

(c) Whether any Press Note has been issued hy the (ioverninent inform- 
ing the public to whom and wiien the svhtnts. managers and trustees of the 
endowed dcbuttcrs should apjdy for ration cards and other relief, if any; 
if 80 , when, if not, why not; and 

(d) if the (ioverninent contemplate to take >t‘nous stejjs in the matter at 
an early date; if not, why not”? 

The answer is as follows: — 

“(//) and {b) The first meeting of the committee has been culletl on the 
11th instant. 

(c‘) No; details of reiiuireinents, etc., will heve to be W(uked out first in 
consultation with the c(uninittce before arrangmnents tor sn]»p]ies ean be 
made. 

(d) Y'es. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: lias the llon'blc Minister received 
repres(‘iitation from 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, (Imt ])ortion of your question 'was 
disallowed. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But I huvt‘ not been informed of it, 

Sir. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I sent certain Hhort-uotice. 
questions witli regard to tiie Howrah Municipality and 1 would lik»‘ to km>w 
whether they ha\e been admitted and would be i<'pli«al to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: So far as the Council Department is ecuieerne<l, tbe, 
question has been admitted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Then 1 would like to know 
when it is going to be answered. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Whether the question would be accef)ted at short- 
notice or not depends on the IJon’ble Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, T had a sh< >rt-notice (luestion regarding 
the reports of hunger-strike by pcditical prisoners in Hie Alipore CJentral 
Jail. I would like to know whether my short-notice cjuestion has been 
admitted by you, Sir, and if it has been admitted by you whether the 
Hon'ble Minister is prepared to answer the question at short-notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The short-notice ejuestion has been a<lmitte(l ho tar 
as the Chair is concerned; as to whether that (juestion will be aris\\crf>d f»y 
the Hon’ble Minister at short-notiee or not, it is for him <o repiv. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I eiiquin* lh rough vou t>i the 
Hon^ble Minister whether he is prepared to answer it 

Tto Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: Kir. I Ik.v<- »<>( 

^ettioii yet. I propose to do it tomorrow. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, there is another short- 
notice question 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards these short-notice questions, an unusual 
procedure is going to l>e followed and I am inclined to discourage it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, T am only asking 
whether my short-notice question regarding the Famine Enquiry Commis- 
sion has been admitted or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may firid that out from the Secretary or the 
Council Department. The time of the House is valuable and we should 
avoid mentioning all these things in the House, as far as possible. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 gave notice 
of three adjournment motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is rather unusual. One does not give notice 
of three adjournment motions at a time. However, which one you refer 
to now? 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Kegarding the cloth 
situation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Th at is inadmissible, because the (iovernnient of 
Bengal has nothing to do in this matter. What is your nexty 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may 1 be per- 
mitted to have my say in the matter? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have given my ruling. You euiinot discuss >the 
matter. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: The next one is with 
regard to the increase of the individual ration of sugar 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not consider that to be of urgent public 
importance, because Government ha.s not reduced the supply of sugar but 
has increased it. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may 1 make my 
submission and show how it is of urgent public importanct‘? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is not urgent and 1 am afraid 1 cannot allow you 
to discuss it. Your next one? 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; The next one is a 
general question covering the food situation particularly with reference to 
rice. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Regarding vour adjournment motion on the food- 
stuffs, I find from today s paper that the price of rice in Chittagong is 
going down. A similar motion was hrouglit by Air. Ealit Cliaiidra Das in 
this session and it was negatived by this House. So, it cannot be moved. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, as regards the rice 
position in Alidnajiore, I had been to Alidiiapore on Saturday last and I 
found no rice selling there. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is the authority for your statement? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; I personally went to 
Midnapore and I myself went to the market but 1 could not had rice from 
the shopkeepers. The situation there is very serious and the people were ^ 
apprehending the repetition of the famine of last year. As a matter of 
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fact, I was told that rice was not available excex)t in the black-jnarket ami 
that too in a very small quantity at annus 8 or annas 10 per «eer. 1 
en&raffed a hackney-carriajjre coachman who was a Mussalmun and he 
that he could not get rice for the last few days except for paying annas lU 
per se<'r. The situation is hec(miing serious and 1 submit tliat this matter 
ouglvt to be discussed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. a similar motion regard- 
ing the ri(‘e position in Midna]Mire was discussed at an earlier date*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Here the nn>th>n is something ditlerent. Tlie 
honourable member refers to the positiiui ii\ Midiia])(»n* town itselt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. 1 have no knowKnlge 
of the facts. It the fa vts wiue hrtuight to iny notice, 1 would have looked 
into them. But 1 cannot understand why the jxisition shouhl )m* ko at 
Midnapore when it is a surplus <listrict and when to my knowliKlge there are 
euflicTent food-grains in Midnapore. And moreover. Sir, annas 8 n seer is 
not a black-murket rate either. (Mr. Bankim (’handha Mukukujkk: 
Annas S jier seer is not a blaek-market rate!). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May i .suggest one things It is an urgent matter 
no douhi and the honourable member makes a ileiinite allegation trom Jlis 
personal knowledge. He says that he liimself w<*nt tluoe and he eame to 
Know that no rice was available in the market. 1 herefore, 1 would suggest 
that you emiuire iuUi tlie inaltor as oarly as ]i(>ssihh‘ ami thi'n imika a 
etatement. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: r shair <1.. Dial. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of inlonnation, Sir. The 
Hon’lih^ Minister states that annas eight per seei is not bbmk-niarket 
price 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, that (jU(‘slion does not arise now. 
It has been disposed of. The Hoirble Minister lias agrceil to emiuire into 
the matter and mak(‘ a slatcimuit. 


Mr. HAR1DA8 MAZUMDAR: The matter is very urgent, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite realise that it is very urgent. The matter 
has been brought to the iioti(‘e of the Hon’ble Minister and he is going to 
make a statement on tlie subject tomorrow. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I may lie ^allowed to speak on the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: First, let the Hon’ble Minister make the statement 
first and then if it is considered that the urgency continues, then certainly 
you w'ill be allow^ed to speak. 

Regarding your adjournment motion, Mr. Mazumdar, may 1 enquire 
how could you collect the information from jiractically half of Bengal in 
euch a short time? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 have already submitted a cutting liom 
the Amrita Baza/r Patrika which you will find along with the ailjouimocnt 
motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have seen that. They refer to the .sifiintioij in 
July. 

Me. HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: It is cqntinuinK 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, it is not continuinR. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAXUMOAR: 1 have got deHnite information that 
the state of things is continuing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that information I'an be definite. 
That is exactly the point. How can you get information so quickly from 
such a large areiir' Wluit is the source that collects that information 
for you? I am afraid, I cannot admit it. It is rather confusing. If it he 
in July, will that continue in the month of August? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: If a mull lies down sick from malaria, 
can you say that he is all right within the month ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: I cun say that the report is 

correct. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Muzumdar, I cannot admit your adjournment 
motion. This particular question regarding sui>}>ly of (juininc was dis- 
cussed more than once and the llon’hle Minister, Public Health and Local 
Self-Oovernment Department, made a ilefinitc statement regarding it only 
three weeks ago. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I have also raised another point, namely, 
that the quality of <iuinine is very pool. This jfoint was never raised 
before in this House. This is certainly a very imjfortant matter. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of information, 
Sir. Mr. Mazumdar always speaks of a tiling as reported. fl»* floes' not 
take the resiionsibility for tlie facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order. Sir In 
the first place tlie (Tovernment of Jlengal caimot be resjionsiblc foi the 
quality of the imiiorted (juinine, and in the second place, Sir. the hoimurable 
member cannot assert that the quality of quinine is veiy ])ooi . The 
honourable member liad better try to administer \\ to himself fiist. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Mr. Mazumdar, (hat this is not 
matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Then what will be an urgent matter, I 
do not know. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Only the other day this jiarticular question waa 
considered; so I disallow it. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; May I rise on a matter of privilege of the 
House? Once before I retem*d to this matter. The point about w’hich 
I w'antpd a decision from you is: that if a matter is once discussed in this 
House through an adjouriimeiil motion about a particular question and if in 
the course of another week or in the course of another month a similar 
situation recurs again or there is a continuation of the same state 
of things which was discussed in the adjournment motion, will it be in 
order or will it not lie in order to raise the matter again by a fresh motion 
of adjournment? 

PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir, you know it very w’ell from your 
oxperience of legislative busine.ss that there are subjects and subjects, and 
you cannot apply the same principle or the same rule to all subjects. This 
IS a matter which was discussed only the other day. This question of 
supply of quinine was incidentally considered by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department concerned. He made a definite statement on the 
matter and so the point was thoroughly threshed out. Now, what is the new 
point or fresh urgency I fail to understand? 
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MOHAYUH ICABIRs It is true that the matter was hilly eon- 
aidered. But the point that has arisen is: if the Hon’ble Minister concerned 
at that time made a certain statement alnnit the supply of quinine or the 
iiicideiice of malaria in the Province, the question will" have to be decided 
whether the situation has been remedied or not. If the situation has not 
been remedied, and we assert that the prevalence of malaria is even mom 
aeriouB today, and as a matter of fact. His Kxcellency the (Governor in hia 
broad(a.st speech the other day said that 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kahir, let me su^fjrest om* thing* to 
Government. I hope Government will make a fresh statement on the 
entire situation 

Mr. HAMIDUL CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. Mr. 
Humayun Kubir has said that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Ta*t me first dispose of ibe matter. 
Will (i()V<‘rnment make a fresh statement on tlie entim malaria situation 
including the (juality of (}uininei'' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have 

got no notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You will have to make a statement not today but 
after aseertaining what the subject is. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The general point raised by 
Mr. Kabir is mishaiding, and, Sir, by a.sking Governimuit to make a slate- 
moiit you have to some extent countenanced it. It is ])niticiilarly to be 
noted that for tin* <lis<*nssi(»n of an adjournment motion a pattieular pro- 
cedure is laid down; simply because a parfictiiar (piestion is ilisitissed atid 
it continues to remain a matter of public importance, — it does not follow 
tliat tlie matter will continue to be disctissed whenever it is br<»tigbt up. 
'I’here ar<‘ leim'dies for tliis, but this i.s certainly not the way; remedies of 
the probi<'m must b<* found out in other ways. Thertdorty adjo\ii*mnent of 
the Hoii'.t' can only be agreed to if it conies wdthin the rules and rule 99(/fi) 
of f)ur IVocedure Ifub^s prohibits the discussion of a subject which lias been 
discussed — it does not matter whether the .subject is continuing; tUereforo 
the motion cannot be discusse<l. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, there is a certain amount of miHUtider- 
standing among ourselves in this matter, i entirely agree with what you 
say. Ml. lluq Chowdhury, as regards the principle that nmlerlies the. 
admissibility of an adjournment motion and that is why 1 said that the 
Question had been recently discussed and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
tne department had given his views as regards the .supply of (piinine and 
therefore the adjournment motion was not admissible. But in view' of the 
fact that the situation may have been (‘ontinuing and may have aggravated 
in the meantime or that the quinine supplied may not he up to the mark, 
I think, therefore, that it is in public interest that the House shiuild be 
kept informed of the position regarding such an im])ortant mutter; and it is 
in that view that I nave made a special request to the llon’ble Minister 
to make a statement on the whole malaria jmsition, including tlie (|uality 
of quinine. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Ve., Sir, 
I am prepared to make a statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When? 

Tlw Hon%l« Khu Bahadur Mauiai JALALUDDIN AHMAD: r>.rlm;>» 
«n the i3th or 14tJi of thia month, or early next week. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, the Hon’ble Minister has agreed to make 
a statement on the subject early next week. I hope this will satisfy the 
House. 

Let us now go back to the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. may I have 

f our permission to refer to a matter of very great importance to the country, 
mean, the shortage of milk in Calcutta and the industrial areas ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am afraid — not, because if you want to do it you 
should put in a short-notice question. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Since you are 
unwilling to allow an adjournment motion to be moved, will a short-notice 
question be answered? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How can 1 guarantee it? 

Let us now go back to the Agric.ultural Income-tax Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

The question before the House is that clause 2C) stuml part ot the Bill. 
(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 27 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 27 stand jiart of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I ])eg to move: tliat sub- 
clauses (2) and (J) of clause 27 ot the Bill ho deleted and the following 
clause be added as sub-clause {2), namely: — 

“(-2) Where a person dies before the ])ublicatiou ot tlie notice referred 
to in sub-section (7) of section 24 or before lie is served with u 
notice under sub-section i^2) of section 24 or seilion 'kS as the 
case may be or without having furnished a return whiidi he has 
been reijuired to furnish under the provisions of section 24 or 
having furnished a return, wliicli the Agricuiltiiral Income-tax 
Officer has reason to believe to be in(‘orrect or int'omplete, the 
Agricultural Income-tax Officer shall serve a notice on the heirs 
of the deceased in terms of section 24 for submitting returns in 
respect of their shares”. ^ 

1 may read the Bill-clause as it stands for the information of my 
honourable friends. Sub-clause {2) runs as follows: — 

‘‘(^) Where a person dies before the publication of the notice referred 
to in sub-section (l) of section 24 or before he is served with a notice 
under suh-sc('tion {2) of section 24 or section as the case may be, his 
executor, administrator, or other legal representative shall, on the serving 
of the notice under sub-section {2) of section 24 or under section 38, as 
the case may be, comply therewith, and the Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer may proceed to assess the total agricultural income of the 
deceased ]>erson as if such executor, administrator or other legal representa- 
tive were the assessee as if such administrator or other legal representa- 
tive.” 

I would request the honourable members particularly to consider the 
question that in this sub-clause, after the death of a person the Bill pro- 
poses that the income-tax should be assessed on the basis of the im onie of 
the person who dies, although the assessment w^as not comj)lete in his life- 
time. Sub-cl:iU8e (J) runs thus: — 

“Where a person dies without having furnished a return which has 
been required to furnish under the provisions of section 24 or 
having furnished a return which the Agricultural Income-tax 
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Officer hiis reason to believe to be iiu*ori*ect or iut‘Oiiiplete. the 
Ajfricultural Income-tax officer may make an asseHsment of the 
total agricultural income of such person and determine the agri- 
cultural income-tax payable by him on the basis of s\ich assess- 
ment, and for this purpose may by the issue of the appropriate 
notice which would have had to be s«*rveil u]>on the deceased 
person had he survived, mpaire from the executor, administra- 
tor or other legal re])resentatives of the deceased juuson any 
accounts, documents or other evidence which he might umler the 
j)rovisions of sections 8. 24 and 2o havt* nMpiired from the 

deceased person”. 

The position, as enunciated in sub-clauses (2) and (J') t>f <dause 27, is 
hat even though the mau is dead, his income should be asse>sed as if the 
erson is Tiot (lead. Now, let us examine the po^i*‘on. If we h>i»k to 
lause 29 — I do not know why this distinction has been nunle there so far 
a a company is coiu'crned. I would now refer part imilarly to clause 29 
hich provides as fcdlows : — 

“Where, at the time of making an asNessment umh i sta tion 2-”>, it is 
found that a change has occurred ii\ the constitution of a firm oi' 
that a firm has been newly <*onslitute<l, the asse'^smtmt shall be 
made on the firm as con.‘'titute<l, at tls time of making the 
assessment.” 

So far as companies are coiuerned, provision has bemi made that the 
ssessment should bt‘ on tin* ])asis ot the state ol things as existed at tin* 
ime of making the ass('s.'>unent . In tin* case of a i)crson, tin* ])osition has 
Itogether be<*n revi'ised. AN hen a p»*r8on (lies leaving 4 (>r ■) (‘hildren as 
eirs, his ])roI^crt^ is to be divided aiming his heirs. But still after his death 
hen Die linn* of assessment comes, tin* clause reipiires that the assessment 
liould he made on the ]»a>is of tlie total agrieultnral ineome of tlu* dead 
erson wlio may have an income of, sa\ . Hs. 10,01)0 l<*aving five sons. Now 
lese five sons would inln'iit the income of Rs. 10,000 at tin* rate of 
:s. 2,000 each. In the ca.se of a (ompany the (lause pro\id(*s that the 
xisting state* of things will have to la* taken and assessim'iit made* on that 
asis. But in tlie case ol the person these unfortunate lieirs would he taxed 
a the income of their parents, although tin* prop4*rt> has been divi<b*d. So 
is wh(jlly inequitable. I do not know wbelber it was advisedly ih^ne or 
hether it is a mistake on tin* jiart of the framers of the Bill; but (;ertainly 
is a <f istiiict ion which ought not to have bwm made. It inay be that th(^ 
jmpany eariied large profit and at the time of reconst il ulion it is shown 
lat there is no profit. The ('-oinpany goes out altogether, but in the case 
f a iierson, ]u*ii In* dies leaving 4 or o children, the agricultural income 
ill be assessed on tic* total income. Now, if we look to the Schedule, we 
ill find what a heav> burden wdll fall on the children of the deceased if 
ley are assessed on the basis of tlie total agricultural inc()in(* of the deceased 
)ncerned. That is why I have jiroposed the amendment that if the person 
ies before the assessment has been actually made under (dause 25, then you 
live to serve a notice ujion the h<‘irs of the deceased wdth reference to the 
icome wliicli they are entitb'd to separately. 

With thesex few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That sub-claus(*s (2) and (.Ti 
r clause 27 of the Bill be deleted and the following clause be added as suli- 
iause (2), namely: — 

“(2) Where a person dies before the publication of the notice leferred to 
in sub-section (/) of section 24 or before lie is serv(*d with a notice 
under sub-section (2) of section 24 or section 18 as the canc u/a.v 
be or without having furnished a return which In* has >ecn 
required to furnish under the provisions of nortwri 24 or laving 
furnished a return, which the Agricultural income-tax 
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has reason to believe to be incorrect or incomplete, the Agricnl 
tnral Income-tax Officer shall serve a notice on the heirs of th 
deceased in terms of section 24 for submitting returns in respec 
of their shares/^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 rise to support this ainendmeut. I 
seems to me common sense that when the pro])eity of a person has beei 
divided, the successors should not be compelled to pay the tax at the rate a 
which the person from whom they inherited would have been liable. I' tak 
it that the rate would he much higher in the case of such a person. In th 
case of liis 8UccesHt)r8 the income would naturally he much fowei. If the^ 
are re(iuired to i)ay at the .same rate as their predecessor in interest, thei 
it would ohvioiisly, in certain cases, impose a great liardship upon thi 
successors. In view^ of this fact, this amendment deserves the o(»nsi«eratioi 
of the llon’ble the Finance Minister and 1 ho])e he will see his way to accep 
the amendment, if, of course, iii‘ dares to do so. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD* Sir, I also rise to support tbi 

amendment. It is based upon, I believe, sheer histice. If a man die: 
leaving a large nninher of heirs, ihe lieirs get the first sliock on the deatl 
of their anccslor. Th(‘y then gel the second shock when the joint notice 
is served iijMin them from the Agricultural Income-tax Offi(‘er. This tax h 
going to be levied for the first time in Ihmgal : so we should be cautious ii 
its ai)plication. I, therefore, think it would he more ecpiitahle to le^^ 
the tax according to the share of each heir. It may reduce the rate of tai 
in many cases and in some cases may relieve the share-holder altogether. 
With tlu‘se words, I supjxjit the amendment. I submit if this amendment 
is accepted, no harm will he done; on the oher hand, considerable amount ol 
justice will he done to the heirs of the deceased person iii this way. 

Mr. LALIT KUMAR DAS: There is a nother point and it is tins. If 
it so happens that the person upon whom the notice was served under sec- 
tion 24 of this Hill dies before he re<*(‘ived th^ notice, then what will hapi)enl^ 
It is provided undtu* section 27 that his exe<*ntor, administrator or other 
legal rei)res{*iitati ve will he treated as the assessee and will he made to pay 
the amount W’hich would have been j>aid had he been alive. It will clearly 
oj)erale as a great hardshi]) upon the repr(*seniat ives, for, if the assessment is 
made jointly upon tl»e leg.d sn(*cessors of the assess('e, then the Government 
can at (uice (‘Xeeut(‘ the iucoin(‘ assi«ssed and realise it from om* of t)»em. If 
a man dies leaving d nr 4 heirs wh(» are living separatidy and if they are 
to he assessed jointly, then the In(‘onie-iax Officer wdll he able under the law 
to realise the wlnde amount from one ot theM* persons. That will he a great 
hardship. The liability should he aci'ording to tin* share's of tlie snc'cessors. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; Suf)-(lau8es (2) and 
(J) had been taken from section 24tB) of the* Indian Income-tax Act. Sub- 
clause (2) deals, with a case where tlie assessee dies before the publication 
of a notie'e and suh-clatise ( 3 ) deals w'ith a ease where the assessee dies after 
he has b('eii called upon to submit a return or after submission of returns it 
is found to be ineorrect or incomplete. In both cases the further dutie.s 
of the assessee are imposed ujxm his exeeutor, administrator or other legal 
representative. The amendment propo.sed is meaningless. It suggests 
that when a person dies his heirs shall he called upon to submit returns in 
respect of their share hut the remission contemplated in this section is in 
respect of the agricultural income derived by the a.sses.see before his deatih 
In that^ income the heirs certainly have no share. That income w’as ths 
^sessee s alone. The proposed amendment, therefore, is absolutely meaning' 
less. 

As regards the analogy that has been sought to be. drawn between this 
cas^ and the ease of companies, 1 would like to point out, first of all, that 
. y are not disposed to tax the companies as such. That is not the scheme 
of ihe Bill. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that sub-clauses 
> and (S) of clause 27 of the Bill be deleted and the following clause be 
ded as sub-clause (2), namely : — 

*‘(2) Where a pef^on dies before the publication i>f the notice ivferrod to 
in sub-section {1} of section 24 or before he is served with a notice 
under sub-section {2) of secticto 24 or section as the c'ase may 
be or without havinjr furnished a return which he has been 
required to furnish under the provisions of s4‘ction 24 or having: 
furnished a return, whi<*h the Agriculturai Ineoine-tax Otticer has 
reason to believe to he incorrect or iinoiupli'te, (he Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall serve a n<»tice on tlu‘ lo irs of the decanis- 
ed in terms of section 24 for submitting reiiirns in res|KM'i of 
their shares.” 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
[lowing result: — 

AYES~13 


lan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
. 8. 0. Chakraaartf. 

. K. A. Chowdhury. 

. L. C. Das. 

. B. C. Datta. 

. N. C. Datta. 

. H. O. Mojumdar. 


tan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad. 

. Mesbahuddin Ahmsd. 

‘. Nur Ahmed. 

‘. S. Ahmed. 

lan Sahib N. Amin. 

lan Sahib A. Aiiz. 

0. L. Barua. 

. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

H. Huq Chowdhury. 
lan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
. Mohd Habibuliah Chowdhury. 


Mr. B. C. Mukherli. 

Mr. R. Fal Chaudhuri. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A .D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES -21 

Mr. C. £. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoaaln. 
I Mr. L. Hossaln. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

I Khan Sahib Subldall Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. NImmo. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The ‘"Ayes” 
ing — and the “Noes” — 21, the^ amendment is negatived. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 beg to move that in 
iuse 27 of tlie Bill, after sub-clause {3) the following new sub-clause be 
Ided, namely: — 

“(4) When the Ruler of an Indian State dies, his successor shall be 
liable to pay the agricultural income-tax assessed as payable by 
the Ruler of an Indian State or any agricultural income-tax 
which would have been payable by him under this Act if he had 
not died.” 

The reason tor this amendment is that in the case of a Ruler of Indian 
ate possibly the proceedings contenijdated under sub-clauses (2) and (.i), 
iinely, that notice? should he serven upon his executor, administrator 
other legal representative does not appl^y ; and in order to avoid the 
)8sibility that when the Ruler of an Indian State dies there may not be 
ly machinery for either ass^^ssiug the income-tax or realising the tax that 
definite clause should be inserted in order that the tax which has been 
isessed on such a ruler is realised by proper proceedings under the law. As 
matter of fact, we know that some rulers of Indian States in Bengal are 
>verned by the Mitukshtira school of Hindu law and so far as ilu* clause 
concerned there is no executor, administrator or other legal 
‘presen ta live. Therefore, there is a hiatus and there is a defect and 
though the definition of the term “Person” includes Ruler of an Indian 
ate, the assessment may not be realised altogether. Therefore, I submit 
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that the amendment which I have proposed should be accepted in order Aat 
the defect may be removed and in the Act there may be a clear provision in 
regard to the .Kuler of an Indian State. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in <*lf?u8e 27 of the Bill» 
after sub-claune {3) the following new 8nb-clause be added, namely: — 

When the Kuler of an Indian State dies, his sueeessor shall be 
liable to pay the agricultural iueome-tax assessed as payable by 
the Iluler of an Indian State or any agricultural income-tax 
which would have been payable by him under this Act it he had 
not died”. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD: Sir. 1 support this amend- 
ment. It attects the Rulers of Indian States. This is a necessary provision 
and would remove a defect in the clause. 

A loophole may be left if the amendment is not accepted. 

Mr. LALIT DHANDRA DA8: Sir, the definition of the word “Person” 
includes Die companv and the Ihiler of an Indian State. T^ow Sir, it has 
been pointed out by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that clause 27 covers the 
case of Indian Rulers; but I desire to point out that m the case of ^e death 
of an Indian Ruler the words in sub-clauses (^) and (J) are not sufficient to 
toucli their successors. The words used are “executor, administrator or 
other legal representative” in place of the original jissesssec. I think the 
proper word should he “successor”, because an usurper ma\ be a successor 
in the case of an Indian Ruler and siibs(*(iuciit ly lie may be recognised as 
the person who is a Ruler of an Indian State. These words “executor, 
administrator” may not cover the case of a suci'cssor ot an Indian htate. 
It is for the purpose of being sure that the tax may be realisable troni 
successor of the Ruler ot an Indian State in the case of his death that this 
amendment has been suggested. I hope the Jloirble hinance Minister 
should consider it and not reject it lil^e others. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I am entirely 
unconvinced that there is any lU'cessity for this amendment in view of the 
definition of the word “])erson” al^;eady ac(‘epted by tins House. 1 think 
they are quite safe with the provision as it has been drafted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question b<^fore the House is that in clause 27 
of the Hill, after sub-clause (.3) the following new sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

“(^) When the Ruler of an Indian State dies, his successor shall be 
liable to pay the agricultural income-tax assessed as payable by 
the Ruler of an Indian State or any agricultiiral income-tax 
which would have been payable hy him under this Art if he had 
not died”. 


The motion being put, a division was challenged and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES— 12. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Rat Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 

Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 


Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. B.* C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pat Chaudhuri. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOES— 22. 


Khan Sahib P. Ahmad. 
Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 
Kban Sahib A. Aziz. 


Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
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Mr. c. E. ClarM. i 

Mr. O. 4 , Cohan. I 

Mn. K. D'Rozario. { 

Mrt. L. P. Outt./ t 

Ttio Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosain. 

Mr. L. Hocsain. i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordoi. 
“Ayes” l>eiiig — 12, and the “Noes” — 22, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Mr. Mohamad Hoaaain. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

The House has divided. The 
the aniendim'ut is nt‘gatived. 

before the House is that elause 2T 


('Ll use 2cS\ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2S stand part of tlie Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (i) of clause 28 of the Bill, after the words “assoi iation of indi- 
viduals” in line 2, the words “not b<‘ing membeis ol an undivided Hindu 
family governed by the seluxd or an undivided Muslim family” 

be inserted. 

Sir, I <lo not wish to submit any argument bevuid what 1 have already 
stated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: 'I'hal in subHlause ( /) of 
clause 28 of the Bill, aftiu' the woids “as.sindat ion <d indi\iduals” in line 2, 
the words “not being mcmliers ot an umhAidial ilindu faniil\ govermul by, 
the ])ii)j(th}m(f<t ^dnnd or an undivided Muslim tamil>’* be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Ihis amendment, f 
submit, is uniu'cessary . (Uause 28 applies only to tompanit's, firms and 
association ot individuals and not to un<livitl#d families with dtderminable 
shall*, s. 'JdierefoK', the amendment must be opjiosed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The <|Uestion before the House is that in sub-<‘luuHO 
(/'i of clause 28 of the Bill, after the words “association of individuals’* in 
line 2, tlic words “not being members of an uiulivided Hindu family 
governed by tlie Diufahhayu school or an undivided Muslim family” l>e^ 
inserted . 

(The amendment wuts negatived.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is that clause 28 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion agreed to.) 


(lause 29. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 29 stand part of the JlilJ. 1 find that the 
word “persons” in the text of this clause is correctly printed in my copy, 
though tlie ink is not^quite distini*!. So this amendment is unneceH.sary and 
need not be moved. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But in my copy it is not 
(juite distinct. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Ask the (iovernTuent to print 
it in a better way, ,so that the “s” may he there. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: i bav. been using 
several copies both in this House and in the Lower House and in all these 
copies^the “a” is not indistinct. It may be that in the new- copies s 
not very distinct. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2S 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sab-clause (1) of clause »30 of the Bill, after the words “Hindu undivided 
family” whenever they occur, the words “governed by the Mitakshara 
school” be inserted. 

Sir, 1 have already argued this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in 8ub-<dause (/) of clause 
80 of the Bill, after the words “Hindu undivided family” whenever they 
occur the words “governed by the MitaksJiara school” be inserted. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, in view of the 
definition of “Hindu undivided family” in clause 2, I submit that this 
amendment is unnecessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub-clause 
{]) of (dause ‘10 of the Bill, after the words “Hindu undivided f^mily” 
whenever they occur th(‘ w^ords “governed by the M italsham school” be 
inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg U) move that in 
sub-clause {1) of clause 80 of the Bill, for the words “there is separate 
]) 08 se 8 siou and enjoyment of kucIi property” in lines 9 and 10, the words 
“there has been a separation qf the undivi^lcd family” he substituted. 

Sir, T w’ould like to say a few w^ords in explaining the amendment 
wdiicdi 1 am moving. If we look to the clause itself us it stands, we find 
that the clause is in these terms: “Where, at the time of making an 
assessment under section 25, it is claimed by or on behalf of any member 
of a Hindu undivided family”, I pause here for a moment and 1 would 
say that this refers to Hindu undivided family as defined in the Act, that 
is, the Hindu undivided family governed by the Mitak.^hara school of 
Hindu law. Now, in the subsequent lines of the clause the provision is 
that a partition (has taken place among members or groups of members 
of such family, the Agricultural Income-tax OfiBcer shall make due ^ 
inquiry thereinto, and, if a certified copy of a decree of a competent 
Civil Court for partition of the joint family property or a document 
purporting to show' that there is separate possession and enjoyment of 
such property is produced. Now, the clause requires that unless a 
document showing separate possession and separate enjoyment is produced, 
such property is going to be assessed as if it was an undivided family. 

I would like the Hon^ble Finance Minister to note that it has been decided 
by the judicial courts up to the Privy Council that so as undivided Hindu 
family governed by the Mitah.^hara school of Hindu Law' is concerned, a 
declaration or a proclamation that they have divided is sufficient for the 
purpose of breaking tihe unity of the joint family. As a matter of fact, it 
has been held that a statement in a plaint that the family has separated — is 
.quite sufficient and after that the members can no longer be referred to as a 
Hindu undivided family governed by the Mitakshara school of Hindu law, 
according to the definition of tliat term in clause 2{S) of the Bill. There- 
fore, I submit that there is a mistake here. Tihe intention was that 
the members of an undivided family should get the benefit of their 
separation and be assessed separately after there has been disruption of 
the joint family. Therefore, my special appeal is that the requiremerft that 
there must be separate possession before suen a member of a Hindu undivided 
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family can claim separate aseH\sament is not icjral. There is some oonfuaion. 
A Hindu un<livided family is no lon^jfer a Hindu undivided family, as soon 
as there is disrujUion in ihe j(nnt family hy a declaration that tiiie family 
has beeoi divided. Theretore. there w«>uld he a loophole so far as this clauae 
is (oncerned. It would not be a Hindu utalivided family after this disruption 
and there would be no assessiuei*'- at all on the basis of a Hiudu 
undivided family. Therefore, the w v»rds ‘‘separate pt>ssehsion'’ should be 
deleted and the amendment that 1 propose slumld be accepted in order that 
the edause mav be in consonance with tihe lat<‘st jinlicial prtmounceineiils on 
the status of tlie Hindu undivided famil> ‘governed by tlu* M lUikshara School 
of Hindu law. dVith tlieso words, 1 mov(‘ niv amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-ilause (/) i»f 

clause dO of the Hill, for the words “tluae is separate possession and 
enjoyment of such ]>roperty“ in lim^s d and Id, tL * words “there has been 
a separation of the undivided faTuily’* is substitutml . 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: vSir, I list' to support the 
amendmtuit . What is obviously im'ant by the ti'xt ot lh<‘ Hill-clause is that 
there has Ihmmi a inntitiou ; ami what is iiisiotcd instead is that there is a 
separate jiossi'ssion, etc. Sejiaratt* posst'ssion is (|int<‘ ((Oisisteiil, witHi joint 
property. In res]>e(‘t of joint ]U'op<M*ti<‘s, iIhtc ina\ b<' se)>aratt‘ ]»oss<’'ssion as 
a matter of (“onvenieiice. Han\ members of .joint taniihes (‘ujoy and 
possess liouses, tanks and bniblin^s. fiidds, et<*.. separately as a mattirr 
of eon venieni'e. St'parati* possession is no test ; it is merely an evideneo 
of partition or s<‘]>aiatioM, but not synniivmons with it lliis anH‘ndni(*nt 
makes the position absoluttdy eh'ar and the learned imoei ei tin* ameml- 
nient rj^htl\' t'lted in support ol his aim*ndineiit the latest, judii’ial 
prommncennMit n'latin^- to joint family pro|H‘rt> b(‘lonf.ri to tin* ^t ttahshara 
sehool. With these words. I support the amendment. 

The Hen’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: M\ .honourable 
fiieml Mr. Hankini (‘haiidra Mukln*rj('«* seems to liayi* a jiassion tor making 
a sinijde tiling complicated. The words used in the text arc more definite 
than tlioso he ])roJ^ose^ to substituti* in their ])la(’e and 1 think tin* T iiv\ 
Couneil rulinj.f he has just <|uot4*<i has no ajipl ic*at ion to this matter at all. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the HoirbU Minister 
kindly take h'^al advice on tin* matter.'* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The iiuestion before the House is: (luit in sub- 
eluuse (/) of clause dO <.f the Hill, for the words “then* is he|»araie yiosses- 
sion and enjoyment of such property” in lines 9 and Id, the words “there 
has been a separation of the undivided family” be substituted. 

The motion being j>ut a division was cballeng(‘d and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES 9 


Khan Bahadur Naiiruddln Ahmad. 
Ral Baheaur K. C. Banerji. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. H. D. Mozumdar. 


Khan Sahib r. Ahmad. 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemall Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. MohJ. Habibullsh Chowdhury. 
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Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 21 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J Cohon. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Hon. Khan Bahadur S. M. Hasain, 


Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 
Khan Sahib Subldali Mollah, 
Ral Bahadur 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 
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Mr. PRE8IOENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes'’ being — 9, and the “Noes” — 21, the aniendinent is negatived. 

The next amendment stands in the name of Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, before the amendment 
is moved, may I mention an important matter? One of the honourable 
members of this House has been suffering from gout and he finds it 
difficult to move to the Ibbby. I suppose there are precedents where an 
honourable member can record his vote from the House without going to the 
lobby, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly, if any honourable 'member finds it 
inconvenient to go to the lobby, his vote could be arranged to be recorded 
here. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr ( larke may, therefore, be 
permitted to record his vote from here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Clarke need not go out every time t^j record 
his vote. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to move: that in 
sub-clause (^) of clause dO of the Hill, all the words beginning with “the 
Agricultural Income-tax Offic^er’’ in lim?s 1 and 2 and ending with the 
word “and” in line 11, be deleted. 

Sub-clause (2) of <*lause dO stands as follows: “Where such an 
order has been j)assed, the Agricultural Intome-tax Officer shall make an 
assessment of the total agricultural income received by or on behalf of 
the joint family as siicli, as if no partition had taken place, and eaidi 
member Cr group of nlemhers shall, in addition to any agricultural 
income-tax for which he or it may he separately liable and notwithstanding 
anything contained in clause (h) of section 10, be liable for a share of 
the agricultural income-tax on the agricull ural income so assessed accord- 
ing to the portion of the joint family ])roperty allotted to him or it; and 
the Agricultural Income-tax Officer shall make assessment accordingly 
on the various inemhcrs and grou])s of members in ac(‘ordance with th^* 
provisions of section 25.” 

Now, if wc look to clause 2;’) ot tht‘ Hill, we find that the assessment 
is made on certain jiriiiciple indicated tljerein. I would submit that 
this is really a punishment to the members of the joint family. 

I find that in opj)()sing the previous amendment the lloii’hle Finance 
Minister stated that the Privy Council decision which J referred to did 
not apply. Tliis reminded me of the saving : “Many people rusli in 
where angels fear to tread”. I do not know whether the Hon’blc 
Minister knows the particular ruling to which 1 referred before. He 
said that that case did not apply to the Hindu undivided family. I would 
suggest that so far as this (danse is concerned, what is suggested is 
that assessment is to be made where such an order has been passed 
notwithvstanding anything contained in sub-clause (h) of section 10. 

If we look to clause (h) of section 10, we find that “any sum which 
he receives as the member of the Hindu undivided family, the agricultural 
income-tax of which has already been taxed”. That is a provision under 
which exemption is provided. If the intervening clauses are 
deleted, then I would submit that assessment will have to be made on the 
simple basis that the Hindu undivided family are separated and therefore 
they Jire to be assessed separately with reference to their respective incomes. 
T, therefore, submit that the clauses which I have indicated should be 
deleted in order that they might give a real relief to the persons who are 
going to be taxed. With these few words, I move my amendment. 
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i?^*i?ii^***^^**''^* Ameudmeut utuved : that in sub-clauae (2) of clause 30 
words beginning with “the AgriiulturaJ lacozii«*tax 
Officer * in lines 1 and 2, and ending with the word “aiur’ in line 11, be 
deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMt: Sir, the words 
proposed to be deleted are very n.'•'e^sary. I'he case contemplated in 
sub-clause {2) is that ol jiartition aftt*r the close of the previous year in 
respect of wliii h assessment can be made, lienee, the a.ssessment will have 
to be made in respect of the agricultural iio'oiue of the whole family, 
though the liability to pay will be divideil among the vurioirs members or 
groups of members accoi'ding to the partition that has taken place in the 
meantime. Sir, 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause d(l of the Bill, all the words hcginuiiig with “the 
Agricultural Ineoine-tax Officer iu lines 1 ami 2, and ending with the 
word “and” in line 11, be deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.; 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause {2) 
of clause BU of the Bill, the following words, brackets, figure ami letter 
“notwithstanding anything contained in elau.se (/>) of section 10“ in lines 7 
and 8, be deleted. 

Sir, sub-clause (6) of seetiou 10 of this Bill, deals with the eases of 
persons who get exemption from assessment of taxes in lieu ol “any sum 
which lie receives as a member of a lliudu undivided family, the agri- 
cultural income of whicli has aln*ady hemi taxed.” Sir, sub-clause {2) of 
clause »‘i0 of this Jfill sajs: — 

“\V Jiere such an order lias been passed, th(‘ Agrieiill ural income-tax 
Oflicei shall make an assessment ol the total agrieulfural income 
reeei\'ed hy oi on behalf of the joint family as such, ns if no 
partition had taken place, and each immiber or group of 
members shall, in addition to any agritdiltural inenine-tax for 
which he or it may be separately liable and notwithstanding 
anything eontaineil in idause (/>) ot seetion 10, be liable for a 
share of the agricultural iiieoirie-tax on the agricultural income 
so assessed according to the ])ortion of the joint family property 
allotted to him or if; and tlie Agriculfuia) Incoim^-fax (Htieer 
shall make assessment accordingly on the various imunbers and 
groups of members in accordance witli the provisions of seetion 25.” 

Now, these words “notwithstanding anything contaiiKul in clause (h) of 
section 10” are uniiefcssiiry and it woubl .seem as though this provision in 
sub-clause (2) of clause BO is an encroachment upon tlie exemjition jirovisiou 
given in clause (h) of .section JO. With these words, I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amemlment moved : lh«t in sub-chiuse (2) of clause 30 
of the Bill, the following words, brackets, figure and bdter “notwithstand- 
ing anything contained in clause (h) of section 10” in lines 7 and 8, be 
deleted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 ri.se U) support the 
amendment that has been moved by my friend Mr. Das. It is a necessary 
amendment in the sense fbat it seeks to ilear up (*ertain defends 


which are there in the Bill. Now, sub-elause (2) says “ notwith- 

standing anything contained in clause ’ (h) of section 10”. In sub- 


clause (h) of clause 10, we have got the provision for exemption from 
assessment of the tax, and it says “agricultural income shall not subject 
to the provisions of section 17 be payable on that part of the iota 
agricultural income of a person which is any sum which he 
as a member of a Hindu undivided family the agricultural income 
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of which has already been taxed*\ Therefore, in the case 

of individual assessment, the person is not liable and is entitled 

to exemption with regard to income which has been already paid by the 
Hindu undivided family to which he belongs. Now, here if we look to 
the provision of clause '10, we find in sub-clause (2), the following 
expression “Where such an order has been passed, the Agricultural 

Income-tax Officer shall make an assessment of the total agricultural 
income received by or on belialf of the joint family as such, as if no 
partition had taken j)lace, and each member or group of members shall 
in addition to any agricultural income-tax for which he or it may be 
separately liable and notwithstanding anything contained in clause (h) of 
section 10, be liable for a share of the agricultural income-tax, etc., etc.” I 
do not understand wliat is tlie reason for introducing this clause here, 
because so far as sub-clause (h) ol clause 10 is concerned, I find that there 
is ex(‘niption with regard to income only because it has already 

been paid b^^ him as a member of the undivided Hindu family. For every 

member of a Hindu family ass(‘ssment is proposed to be made under the 

provisions (d sub-clause (2) of clause dO also. Tlierefore the words 
“notwithstanding anything contained in clause (b) of section 10 should 
be deleted, in order that there may not be any conflict in the two 
provisions. Therefore, 1 suj)])f)rt the anNunliiient moved by Mr. Halit 
(diandra Das. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 also rise to support 
tlie amendment. Sub-clause (b) ot clause 10 prevents double taxation 
a thing whiedi looms so very large in clause 49. There is double taxation 
her(‘ and the aniendnient would prevent^ it. 1 would ask the Luropi'an 
members to support the amendment, if they vsoiild desire siipjiort tor 
clause 49. In (‘lause 00, juovision has been made for taxing men 

“notwithstanding anvthing contained in clause (b) of section lib etc., 

etc ” The expression would mean that it a ease occurs where the incrune 

has been already taxed, it will be taxed again notwithstanding 

the Tirovision l.arring out double taxation provided for in sub-clause {b) 
of clause 10. If there Is double ta.xatioii, the Bill clause says: never 

mind sub-clause (b) of clause 10, if it idashes with the ])rovision in this 
new elaus(‘“ As a matter of lael, it this is done the generous provisions 
of clause 10 would he* done away uitli and would he absolutely nugatory. 
The efi'eet of this will be that in many eases there will be double ^xation 
and the iusiifieat ion of the double taxation will he found in the otteiiding 
expressioil soiiglit U. l.c ounltoil. Thosi; words are really ia:seliievous ii. 
etteot. The auieiidme?it i.s exireiuely deMiahle and should he jKu epled. 

The Hon'blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : f mihiuil. Sir not 

a word has been said in support of Ihe aineudn.eut in order to prove that 
(he words jiroposed (o he ihdele.l are unnecessari and that in order to avoid 
( ontradietiou hetween elaiise Wj>) and this suh-elause. this should he 
deleted: so there is no question of double taxation, I can assure my 
honourable friends. 

Mr PRESIDENT: The (juestion before tlie House is: that in vsub-clause 
(2) of'elaiise 90 of the Bill, the following words, brackets, hgure and letter 
“notwithstanding anything contained in clause (b) ot section 10 in lines i 
and 8, be deleted. 

(The aiiiendineiit was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to move that in the 
proviso to sub-clause {2) of clause 30 of the Bill, after the word during 
in line 2, the wwd “the” he inserted. 

Now if we look to the clause itself, we find that the word “the” is 
neeessarv in order that the language may be more definite and perfect. 
As -i matter of fact, that is why the Oovernment after seriously considering 
the 'matter and after consulting the Government draftsmen and taking the 
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advice of their lawyers deliberately jiro posed this amendment. For some 
reason or other, they are now not moving it and that is no reasKiu why we 
members of this House should allow this Hill to emerge in an imperfect 
form. As a matter of fait, I may point out that while discussing a Bill 
the members of this House should roiisid^u* the matter seriously and they 
should not ))e in a jovial moot! and support the Government even though 
there are mistakes in the t lause.s of no Hill which the Government them- 
selves admitted. With these words, 1 move the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment nio\ed : 'I’hat in the proviso to sub- 
clause (2) of clause dO of the Hill, alter the word “during” in line 2, the 
word “the’' be inserted. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sii . 1 rise to su[>porl the 

amemlmeiit. The text of the Hill witlnuit tin* amemlment would read like 

this: “ property has been partitioneil during j»rr\ ions year”, and 

with the amendment it would read — “ proptuts has Ikhui partitioned 

during tlie j)r(‘vious year”. I'his was a tiovcrn nnm ( amendment ami must 
speak for itself. 

1 think no honourable imunber whose ear has been timed to the use 
of good Knglish would ohject to this amemlment. Gf (‘oursi», the Ilou’ble 
Minister might say that his text will do or that tin* lame clause will be 
able to walk and ]»erform a journe\ an<l that would he enough. Hut 1 
submit that legislative* draftsmanship should bi* of tin* highest order and 
inUvSt be (d perfect character. Ho, in the interest (d goml draftsmanship, 

I submit, this small amendment should be aeet-p(e*d. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 submit that 
the rejiutation of the House will not he se'rimisly impaiied if tliis aineml- 
nicnt is not accepte‘d. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The (piestion Indore the House is: 'riiat in the 
proviso to sub-clause {2) of clause dt) of tbe Hill, afte*r the word “during” 
in line 2, the word “the*” be inserted. 

(I'he aniendnieiit was negatived.; 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir. I beg to move ; d'hut snb-idausc fo) 
of clausi* of the Hill be d(‘leted. 

Now, the Huli-clauso says “Wliere sindi an oi drr has not been passed 
in respeit of a Hindu family biiberto assessinl as undivided, such family 
shall be deemed for the " ])urposes ol this Act to continue to V)e 
n Hindu undivided family”, ddie reason w hy 1 object to tbe retention 
of this sub-clause is tluit this is an invitation to the Agrieiiltural Income- 
tax Officer to be dil itoi;.’. 'The officer would think tliat when there is 
siicli a ])rovision th< re i.s no liurry to dispose of the ca.s(^ Jn fact, the 
jirovisinns in clause dO, sub-clauses (/; and {2), would go to show that an 
order will be necessary for the purpose of a.ssessmeiit when there is a 
case of ])artition of the Hindu undivid(*d joint family; but when it is deemed 
necessary to continue to be a Hindu undivided family in spite of the fact 
that there is no longer joint ness of the family, it is clearly an invitation to 
the Income-tax Officer to he dilatory and the state of confusion will 
continue for years even. Therefore, 1 object to the retention of this sub- 
clause (3). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Amendment moved: That fjub-clause (3) of (dause dO 
of the Hill deleted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to Hupport tlw 
amendment of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I w’ould like to point out that 
this sub-clause is really a conflicting provision having regani to llie 
other sub-clauses of the Bill. The sub-^fause s^uds thus; 
an order has not been passed”, I believe. 


this 


‘Where such 
refers to the proviso to 
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8ub-oIaui6 (I) of clause 30, respect of a Hiadu family”. We 

have got no dehnition of a Hindu family anywhere in the Bill. We have 
got a definition of a Hindu undivided family. Therefore, we have got a 
clause which has not been defined. It may he a Hindu family under the 
Dayabkaga system. So, this is a cdause which has not been defined and 
which brings in confusion. 1 do not under.stand, Sir, why the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer should be given the authority to tr<*at a Hindu 
family as undivided family. The members of the family will have the 
right to show that tliey do not come under the definition of tlie Hindu 
undivided family as given in the definition clause. Here in clause 30 what 
is proposed is, first of all, to invest the Agricultural Income-tax Officer with 
an authority to decide whether they are continuing to be members of the 
Hindu undivided family in spite of the fact that they are living separately. 
Evidently, the asHumption would be that though a divided family they can 
still \>e regarded us members of an undivided family. Therefore, the autho- 
rity is given here to tlie Agricultural Income-tax Officer to decide something 
which would 1 k‘ in conflict with the definition clause. I, therefore, submit 
that this clause {2) sliouhl be debded altogetlier. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 rise to support the 
amendment] The sub-clause seems to me to be confusing. It is said 
that a Hindu family in certain ciicinnstanceH must be deemed to be a 
Hindu undivided family, but by a 2 )revious definition we have ac(;epted 
a Hindu undivided family as Hindu undivided family governed by 
Mitakshara school. There is difference between M liaksJinra and Dayahhaga, 
just ns there is difi'erence between tlie Sbui and Sunni schools of the Islamic 
iaw. This provision would lend to much confusion nml would ultimately 
affect the Uixing p<^wer ot the taxing officer and (‘onsidernlile (lifficiilt ies may 
arise. 1, tbeiefore, think that clause (2) should be deleted. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: SuIm lause (/i) is 
necessary to provide for cases where joint family has been partitioned 
and assessment has not taken ])Ia(‘<‘ in respect of agricultural income 
derived from the joint family as such. 1, therefore, tihink that tlie retention 
of 8ui)-(dause (*}) is nec'essary. 1 oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: TIk' (j[uestion before the House is: that suh- 
clause (S) of clause 30 of the Bill, he dehde^d. 

((The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. i want to speak on the 
whole clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 33ieix‘ is another amendment, arnmidinenl No. 274A, 
standing in the name of Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in deference to my 
lionourable friend’s reijuest, 1 do not move it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, may 1 now speak on 
the whole C'lause? The Opposition moved several amendments in order 
that the defects in clause 30 might be removed. In the first instance, w'e 
have seen. Sir, that so far as clause 30 (/), {2) and (.J) are’ concerned, they 
refer principally to Hindu undivided famliy which expix'ssion has been 
defined in sub-clan.se {S) of clause 2 of the Bill. 1 pointed out that 
in sub-elanse (J) there is: a defect which would land the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer in insuperable difficulties in coming to a decision 
with regard to the question as to whether a Hindu undivided family, that 
is, a Hindu undivided family governed by ifak.^hara law is to be consi- 
dered as undh ided or whether there has been disruption in the undivided 
status of the family. Then, again with regard to sub-clause (2)y I have 
pointed out. Sir, that there is a provision which is really in the nature of a 
punishment to the members of the Hindu undivided family. Now, having 
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reirard to it ma\ Ik* that when the Aprrioultural Income-tax 

Umcer t ome^ to consider tlie various proviaiona in clause 30 for the purpose 
undivided family as defined, he will l>e fao^ with 
dimculties and lit i^rat ions will surely follow and possibly he will have to 
refer the matter sometiines to hiffher officers and vsometimes (o the 
Court. In order to avoid these diftvullies, I submit, t^ir, that clause 30 
should not r(‘main in the form in which it iu>\v stands, and therefore, I 
would o])p()se the retention of the clause in that form. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlu* question iK'fore the House is: that clause 30 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was a^^reed to.) 

Chiuxe 31. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: C'lauM* 31 stand part of tlu* Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I he^^ t.> move that in 
elause 31 of tlie Bill, after tlu* word “provided” in line the followinj? 
be added, namely: — 

“or wliere he proves that he ilid not leefdvc the notiia* within a reason- 
able time”. 

jVow, it We look. Sir. to ilause 31, we find tliat it runs thus: “Where 
an assesset' within oiu* month from the service of a notice of d(*mand issued 
as hereinafter provi(l(‘d satisfii*s the Ajrriiuiltui al Ineome-taN Officer that 
he was prevented by siiffieient cause ”. Now, ht‘re tlie asses.see is 

alhiwed on(‘ month s tinu* from tlu* stuviia* ot the notice 3'here is no provi- 
sion wh(*i’(* he did not reieive the notiei* at all. 3'hert*fore, there sliould he 
some prin isioii for (‘asi‘s \n here lie did not receive tlu* noliei* and the one 
month s lime which is given is not oiil\ limited to om* month from the 
service of the notice hut he slioiibl satisfx the Agiii’ultural Income-tax 
Officer that he comes within a rt*asonahle tinu* to oppose the* assessment . 
As a niattt*r of fact, this has oeenred where tlu* notice is niisluiil and it 
is rnarki'd ”s(*TV(*d” and in sueli eases if an c.r-por/c asH<*ssiiu»nt is imule the 
aasessei* finds himself in diffienlty: and as soon us one month t‘.\])ireH he is 
met witli a plea that his obj<*efioii ('annot be taken as be bus laune long^ 
after the time. I will give. Sir, one or two instanet*s wdib regard to assess- 
ment of taxation under tlu* Sab*s 3\ix Act wbieb i-ame to mv notii'e. In the 
year 194‘.2 in Deeiunlier after tlu* fiist air-rai<l b\ tlu* Japanese in (kvlcutta 
.several merchants li'fl this city. t)ne of flu*in \v<*nt to Hyderabad. He 
was dealing in j<*wellerv, and notice's were sent to him seime of which 
actually reached him in TI\dei*abad long aft(*r one month wJiieh is provided 
in the Sales 3’ax Ae*!. Re came back to Calcutta after 5 oj* (| mouths. H(* 
wanted to bulge a i- jiunder but was told that it was barred by liinitatiou and 
there was absolutely no renu'dy for him in Ibis ease. Tlu‘re^re, it is very 
neres.sarv tliat some siu'b . jirovision should be madi* to remedy hu(*Ji eases 
of liardshij). With tlu'se remarks, 1 move m_\ amt*ndmeiit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 3J of the Bill, 
after the word “firovided” in line 2, the following lu* added, namely : - - 

“or where he jiroves that he di<l not reeeivi' (he notice within a reasmi- 
able time.” 

The Him’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. I ojipose j,tu* 
amendment, because T think eases of non-receipt of notices have bc<‘n con- 
sidered under sub-clause (4) of clause and clause (2) of clause 2') 

-Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is flint in c/uuse 'll 
of the Bill, after the word “provided” iu line 2, the following* he ad<h*d, 
namely : — 

“or w*here he proves that he did not recteive the notice within « ra<ion- 
able time.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) ( 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 31 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 32. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 32 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause S3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 33 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 34. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 34 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: T beg to move that the proviso to sub- 
clause (/) of clause 34 of Uh' Bill be deleted. 

Sir, the proviso lays down that no appeal shall lie again.st an order 
under sub-section (/) of se(‘tion 43 unle.ss the agricultural income-tax has 
been paid. S(*ction 34 deals with appeals again>t assessment under the 
Act. If you r(dain a clause like (hat, iiamel,\ . that ])ayment of a^ri(*ul- 
tural income-tax will be a pre-re(jiiisite c(Uidition for a nia!i wishing to 
appeal, then it will be putting an embargo upon his right to appeal. The 
utmost that could be said or laid down would have been a sca uritv to the 
satisfaction of the appellate ofUcer; but instead of doing that, what has 
been provided for is that no ajqxud shall lie against an order under sub- 
section (/) of section 4b unless the agricultural iiH'ome-tax has been paid. 
This is in anotluu- wa,\ almost taking away the right of appeal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the iiroviso to sub-clause 
(/) of clause 34 of the Bill be deleted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment that lias Ixam moved by Mr. Das. In supporting the amend- 
ment r would like to say that the honourable members should remember 
that we are going to tax a (dass of ])eo])le who are already jiaying some 
sort of tax for the purpose of (lovernment expenses. Thej" are paying 
rent, they are paying revenue and this is an additoinal tax which you an* 
going to impose on them. Now, su])])ose by some misfortum* if the assessee 
could not satisfy the Agricultural Income-tax Officer as to bis income, be 
has been a»essed at a very high figure and be is unable to deposit the 
amount in court, should his right of appeal be taken away as in the case 
of an ordinary tax under the Indian Income-tax Act? Possibly the Hon’ble 
Finance ^Minister will say that tliere is a similar clause in the Indian Income- 
tax Act. AYe are hearing this ever since 'we have been considering the 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill. We are hearing about the Indian Income- 
tax sometimes, sometimes Assam Income-tax and sometimes Bihar Income- 
tax Act. But I would ask him to consider the position of the agriculturists 
of Bengal. He should consider that Bengal is not Assam : Bengal is not 
Bihar (The Hon’ble Mr. Tri.si Chandb^ Gosw’ami : Bengal is 

India.) Before citing Assam fir Bihar he should consider the condition of 
the agriculturists in Bengal. Therefore, I should say that this proviso, as 
pointed out by Mr. Das. has taken away % right of appeal and so it ought 
to be deleted. There should be a clear right of appeal. As soon as the 
appeal is decided, the money will be realised in due course. 

Khsn Bshttdur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I also rise to support the 
amendment. The proviso which is objepted to provides that if an order 
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is passed under sub-section (/) of the section, no appeal shall lie under 
sub-section (/) of section 45 nffaiust the order. Appeals are provided for in 
section 45(7), where it is laid down that where an nssessee is in default 
in making a payment of income-tax, a penalty of a sum not exceeding half 
that amount would be levied : and this proviso provides that, if that^ is 
not paid, no appeal shall lie against the order. Of course, from the point 
of view of discipline, this proviso is very good — you have not paid the tax, 
hence you must pay% penalty and, if you dt> not pay the penalty in advance, 
you have no right of appeal. But it may be that," due ''to hardship or to 
some mishap, the assessee is unable to pay the tax in time; and if the 
income-tax officer somehow or other, feels that his dignity has been ques- 
tioned and the defaulter should be punished, then the result would be that 
an indigent man will be saddled with additional expenses before he can file 
an appeal. The provision is that there will be no sut ti right of appeal unless 
he pays the penalty in advance. Now, if a well-to-do man fails to pay the 
-tax, a penalty may be justified. But there may l>e cases of real hardship, 
where a j>erson is really unable to pay: in cases of such hardship, a more 
liberal policy should be adopted. An appellate authority is more likely to 
be a man with experience and widef outlook of life, and it is likely that he 
would take a lenient view in such cases. No embargo should be placed on 
bis right of appeal. I, therefore, support the ameLilinent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI ■ Tltc auNMulnient is 
probably based on a misconception. In apjicals against orders und(‘r sub- 
section (1) of section 45, the amount of (h(‘ tax is not disputcjl. It is only 
the penalty that has been imposed for default t)mt is sought to be reduced 
or avoided, if po.ssible. Hence in such ('asi's it is obviously dcsira)>le tliat- 
the amount of the tax wbi(‘h is not in (lisj)nt(* should bt* ])aid before tho 
assessee can make a prayer for remission of the penalty imposed for d«*fault. 

I would like to draw the attention of the honourabh' membi*rs to tlie position 
that this is a (*ase whore the amount of tax is not disputed but it is only the 
penalty that is disputed. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of information. Sir. I want 
to know from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister as to what be means by 
eaying that the amount in respect of income-tax i.s not disputed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That is penalty for 
default. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: That the proviso 
to sub-clause (1) of clause 34 of the Bill be deleted. 

The motion being put, a Divison was challenged: but when the motion 
was put for the second time, Division was not pres.sed. 

(The amendment was then negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; T beg to move : That in 
the proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 34 of the Bill, the following be added, 
namely : — 

“or security to the satisfaction of the Appellate Officer has been fur- 
nished.” 

Sir, we have just now heard from the Hon’ble Finance Minister tliat the 
appeal referred to in the proviso is really an appeal against tho order in 
respect of the penalty. If we look to clause (J) of section 45, we find the 
following : — 

‘‘When an assessee is in default in making a j)ayment of agncul/ural 
income-tax, the Agricultural Income-tax Officer may in 1^J‘^ discre- 
tion direct that, in addition to the amount of thn arrears, a fluni 
not exceeding half that amount shall be recovered from luo 
assessee by way of penalty.” 


1fi!i 
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Now, let us consider whether the appeal which is raentioncd in the 
proviso is limited to orders under sub-clause (1) of section 45. Clause 34 
runs as follows 

“Any assessec objecting to the amount of agricultural income assessed 
under section 25 or section 31 or the amount of loss computed 
under section 20 or tlie amount of agricultural income-tax deter- 
mined under section 25 or section 31 or denying Jiis liability to be 
assessed under this Act or objecting to a refusal of an Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer to make a fresh assessment under section 31 or 
objecting to any order under section 30 or section 32 made by an 
Agricultural Income-tax Officer or objecting to any order imposing 
any penalty “ 

Let us pause here for a moment. Here we have got a definition that an 
assessee in objecting to any order imposing any penalty under sub-section 
(1) of section 43 or objecting to a refusal on the part of an Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer to allow a claim to a refund under section 47, 48, or 51 
or the amount of the refund allowed by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
under any of these sections, may appeal to the Assistant Commissioner 
against the assessment or against such refusal or order. There is a general 
provision with regard to appeal. Wilh regard to all the orders which are 

mentioned in sub-section {!) Tlien the proviso comes in where it is 

provided that no appeal shall lie against an order under sub-section (7) of 
sect ion 45. Under sub-section (7) of section 45, a penalty is imposed not 
exceeding half tlie amount of the tax. It is not a very inconsiderable 
amount, and witli regard to the penalty the provision is that penalty has been 
paid or llie agricultural income-tax has been paid. I do not understand what 
he refers to tlierc,' wbother lie lefers to the ])enalty itself or to the tax itself, 
i, tlieretore, projiose tliat in order to give relief to the assessee and to see that 
the light of appeal is not hamiiercd in all cases, tlie Agricultural Tneome- 
iax Officer may demand se(*urity for the satisfaction of the amount, and 
there foie in th(‘ amendment 1 propose “or becurity to the satisfaction of the 
Apiiellate Officer has been furnished”. As a matter of fact, we all know, 
Sir, that in case of money decrees, the execution of the decrees states that 
he shall salisfy, et(\ I do not .see wliy that facility should not be given, 
liere. Otherwise, if the amount is remitted by the Appellate Officer — we all 
know the great difficulty we find in getting a refund of the money which has 
already been dejiosited in Government offices. It is, therefore, necessary 
that in.slead of lequiiing the person to deposit the amount, he may be allowed 
to furnish security to the satisfaction of the Appellate Officer in order that 
he might appeal against the order. I do not see any reason why if security 
is furnished to the satisfaction of the Appellate Officer, he should be com- 
pelled to deposit the amount in ca;>,Ji. I, therefore, submit that the amend- 
ment which I propose may be accepted by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in the 
proviso to sub-clause (7) of clause 34 of the Bill, the following be added, 
namely : — 

“or security to the satisfaction of the Appellate Qfficer has been fur- 
nished.” 

The Hon*bIe Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, my honourable 
friend must have read the clause many times in order to understand it clearly. 
The tax is not in dispute and the question of any security cannot atise; 
it does not really arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the proviso 
to sub-clause \i) of clause 34 of the Bill, the following be added, namely: — 
“or security to the satisfaction of the Appellate Officer has been fur- 

/ nished.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is that elauso 34 
fitaml part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Cruise ;ic5. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Clause stand part of the Hill. 

Kh&fl Bflhfldur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD* 1 beg io move Uial in para- 
graph {c) of sub-clause (-/) of clause 3o of the Bill, after the wonN “fresh 
order“ in line 4, the word “or” be inserted. 

’ Sir, this is a most innocent-looking amendment hut it seems to ine to be 
extremely important. Without it the Bill would be absolutely laine and Us 
balance would bo absolutely lost. It is a (lovernmonl aimiulment. but 
now it thinks that it is uunec(‘ssary for the purpose of understanding the 
text. 


In paragraph (e), various powers are given to an Agricultural Income- 
tax Officer. We are not concerned wdth all these alternatives. I shall read 

that portion wdiicli is iinmediutoly important. It .say.s “ Tlie Assistant 

Commissioner may either direct the Agricultural Income-tax Officer b) make 

a further inquiry and pass a fresh order ’ . Tlien I sliall vein] j)ara- 

graph with the amendment — “or to make an assessment in the manner laid, 

dow’ii ”. I'hese two powers are given in th(‘ all ernati vi*. W'e liavo 

begun with the w'ord ** either \ so the seeond alternative must bt‘ ]>reced(Ml 
by the word “or”. The word.s ''either** and "or" make a lja]»])y ]kui’ ami 
eliould be there. Without th(‘ one the other will l>e lomdy and unhappy. 
They are a happy couple and in the English language they arc alwa>s 
togetlicr. So witiiouf the wonl “or” the passage will be meanin;^lcss, Willi 
the word “or” tht‘ result will be that tin* jiower.H giveif to the «)}ti{ cr would 
bti alternative. 11 <* will luiva* to choose the one or tluvotlicr. But the elfect 
of Die omission of IIk; word “or“ would be not only that, tin* alliTiiativo 
sense would be lost but the passag(‘ wouhl convey no meaning. 4'hc ammid- 
mc'iit will cure a lacuna in tlii‘ clause and J feel that, tins lacuna should 
b(? rciiuivcd. Vital words should not be (Kdibe.ralcly omitUal. Tliat is not 
the way of drat ting b'gislati v(^ measures. IDie word “or” is t'^stuit ial. 
Without Die amendment tlie clau.sci will b(‘ understood only in tin' t'hina 
Bazar and in the New Market or possibly in the (Drandiii i^liawk but that 
is not the kiiul of drat tsmanship which would enhance the rt'])ulat ion of 
this House. The Hon'ble Minister will perhap.s say that the icjjutalion of 
the House wdll not sutfer if this amendment is not aceejded. 1 think, Sir, 
there should be some distinction between persons with Jiuining towards clarity 
of expression and .hose who are absolutely immune from that feeling. So 
for the sake of muse sensitive persons this word “or” should bo inserted. 
Willi these words, I submit my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in paragraph (e) of sub- 
clause (4) of clause 35 of the Bill, after the words “frcBh order” in line 
4, the word “or” be inserted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, i would like to say at 
the outset that I do not share, in supporting the amendment, the same 
feeling which the Khan Bahadur, the mover of the amendment, held. It 
is not a question whether the reputation of the House will be affected or not, 
it is not also a question whether the feeling of persons who are sensitive to 
the English grammar should be respected or not. I say, Sir, as J am .say- 
ing all along, that this amendment is necessqry in order to give* some mean- 
ing to the clause as it stands. -Now, let us consider clause 30, sub-eJause* (/> 
which is referred to here. By this sub-clau.se you are giving ihe AppeJhtie 
Officer, a superior officer and not a leiw'er officer, the powers e)t hcanng an 
appeal and providing what the officer has got to do when he hears an jppta 
"Nirtw ^ir far as the hearing of appeal is epneer^edf the clause says 
that an’ofder under subictir(4 of seZon an order on either 
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ft member of a Hip^u ^divided family or a family whose jointness baa been 
disrupted. That is an order to consider with reference to Hindu undivided 
family under clause 30, sub-clause (/). In the case of an order it can 
direct the Agricultural Income-tax QflBcer to make further enquiries 
and pass a fresh order to make the assessmeiit in the maimer laid down 
in section 30. Now, I submit, that this would be meaningless because he 
is not given an opportunity to pass an order under sub-section (/) of section 
30. Whereas the opportunity has been given to the Appellate Officer to 
pass an order under sub-section {1) of section 30 he is directed to mal^ 
further enquiry and pass fresh order in the manner laid down in sub-section 

(2) of section 30. Unless the word “or’* is there, you do not assign any 
meaning which the Appellate Officer has got to direct. The word “or^^ 
should be there in order to make the sub-clause really effective. I there- 
fore support the amendment moved by Ehan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I presume my 
honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee read the Bill through. 
I do not find any amendment proposed to clause 35 excepting the amend- 
ment in the names of Mr. Biren Roy and Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. So 
am I to presume that my honourable friend had no difficulty in understand- 
ing clause 35? In view of that, Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. BAffKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of personal 
explanalion. I did not refer to the defects of the Bill ns a whole, but 
I wanted to point out the defect in the substantive portion of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tliai is all right. The question before the House 
is that in paragraph (c) of sub-clause (4) of clause 35 of the Bill, after the 
words “fresh order” in line 4, the word “or” be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 35 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Tho House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council theq adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 9th of 
August, 1944. 

Members absent. 

Tlio following members were absent from the meeting held on the 8th 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. K. K.‘ Dutta. 

(4) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

( 5 ) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

((>) Mr. M. R. vlaipuria. 

(7) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(S) Mr, Abdul Latifi’. 

(9) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(14) Khan Babadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(15) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(IG) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(17) Dr. K. Talukdar. 

(18) Mr. S. N. Sauyal. ‘ 
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Calcutfa^ in the Ijojrislative ('liuniliei of the [jeirislativo Building, 

Calcutta on \\ eduesday he i»th August, 1<M4, at 2-ir> p.ni heing the 

oi the (loveninipiit. ()i India Art, IDda. ' ^ 

Mr. President (tlu* Hoirhh‘ 
in the Chair. 


Sir PrJoY P«\s\n Stngii Hoy, k.c i.k.) 


Adjaurnment for want of quorum. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I tliuik is tjuoruin. 

M». HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: No, Sir, there is no .,u,Tun,, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ease, the IIoum- stands adjourned for 15 
minutes. 


{ffousr rrdssi nihlrii aftrr aJ jourri ninit .) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 

No. ‘jr)()A which was read 
may Ikj j)ut now 


Sui>j)]enieii<ari<‘s on the shorl-noi ice question 
out hy the lion hie A^rneullun* Nfinister yeHt(^^clay 


Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion hlo 

Minister in chai>:<‘ o) the AKncoltuie Ihqiarlinent phuisi* stiito whether or 
not the hit^h price of vep'fahles is due to the larj^e supplies tiuil are made 
for the use of the army y 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoffi’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mnazzamuddin Hosain): Sir, an answer to 

this (piestioii has already tieen ^dven. It is due to tlie demand more 

than the Hiii>ply. The army has made its own arrangement for veg'etable 
supply; hut it IS lK*lievod that a certain jxirtioii of such vog-etahles k'X"* 
from th(» civilian n kei for the use the army, also. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it not a fact that 

coritracloiN supiily quantities of ve^M^ahles I’oi the use of the arinyy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I 

am not in a position to say. Ihe army lias also ^ot its own arraiiireinent 
for supply of ve^^etahles : that I know' definitely. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: From what other pro- 

Vinces are vej^etables coming’ to Beng’aly * 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

From Bihar only, .so far as I am aware. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it not a fact that 

vegetables come mainly from the mughlKinring districts and the fnihurlmj) 
areas of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AI YEO MUAZZAMUDOfN HOSAIN: Ye^ 

most of them do come from suburban aieas and naighbouring districtH. 

184 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Then, is it correct to 
say that vegetables are imported from adjoining provinces from a distance 
of hundreds of miles to (’alrutta? 

The Hoti’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It 

is nowliere stated in my answer that it is imj^orted from adjoining j>rovinf eH; 
only one vegetable, namely, jx>tato is imported from outside BengaL 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is it the experience of tho 
Hon’ble Minister that as soon as piices are controlled the articles tiisappear 
from the open markets and are sold in black markets or by street hawker® 
at higher prices, as stated in the answer? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIY ED MUAZ2AMIUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, 

that is the apprehension unless it be stoj>ped by vigilance and by stamping 
out tlie l)lack markets. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is this apprehe nsion based 
on experience in the case oi' other articles where control has actually been 
imjxvsed ? , 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, 

based on ex}>eiieiue as well as on imagination. 

Mt. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: With reference to (/>)(/), will the llon’bl© 
Minister jdease state: out ot 150 mauiids of English vegetables how much 
iH*intend(‘d for the Stuart Hogg Market ? 

n^he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 do 

not know; but 150 maunds is the total Quantity, of which some quantity goes 
also to other markets, namely, the College Street market and the Bhowani- 
pur market. Thertdore, I am not able to say exactly how much of th(‘se 
English vegetables g(H\s to the Hogg market. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: The Hon ble Minister 
has said in his reply that regarding country vegetables the problem is beset 
with difliculti(‘S. The vegetables come from so many directions and such a 
large nuiulHu- ol jxiople are engaged in the trade that without employing a 
huge stall it is not }K>Hsible to entorce the controlhal prices or to stop black- 
murketiug. It that be the case, what are the nieuvsures Government propose 
to adopt in order to deal with black-marketing? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That 
is mentioned in jxiragraph 8. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if out of these 150 maunds of vegetables brought from 
Darjeeling any share goes to the military or tliey are for the ronsuirtj)tion 
of the civil population — do the military take a share of these 150 maunds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The 

military is not supposed to take a share of it. It is really meant for the 
civil population. But I cannot say if some of their servants take a share 
from the market. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Arising out of the last answer, is it a fact 
that nobody can purchaser more than two seers of the vegetables at a time 
out of these 150 maunds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, 
that is so. > 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: Are iiisi^ections made in the Stuart Hogg 
aiaakct by the Government staff oi by the market authojities or by both 
acting in co-operation? 
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The Hirn’Me Khan Bahadur ftAIYED htUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINi The 

Government of Bengal marketing staff inspeet the Hogg market from time 
to time. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: If it is . fact that not more than two seers 
of veget^ibles can he purchased at ;»-time, how is it possible for the army 
to take any substantial quantity of this 150 maundsP 

ThoHon’bleKhanBaliaduraAIYEDMUAZZAMUOOIN HOSAIN: That 

is why I said that the aiiiiy is not supjxiseil to take any share from this 150 
mauiids from the Hogg market; hut if their servants take (»nc or iwo seers 
T do not know and I think iioIkmIv can dettn't it. 

Mr. C. El CLARKEs Does llie Hon bb^ Minister eonsidt‘i‘ that the 
obvious inflation of ])riees is ju.stifle<l solely b\ the ('uust“> stated, namely, 
abnormal demand P 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

Thc-i'e are scMU-al causes stated -a^i many as five causes mentioned — of 
which one is almormal demand. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Arising out of sul^-paiagi aph (7) of iiaj-agi*ai>h 5, 
is it not a (act tliat a large staff is emplo\efl in t'alcutta fo?- the I'ontrol ol 
CMinsumers’ ginids sorm* of which an* <lefinitel\ luxury items and is it not a fact 
that the gcuieral foodstuffs an* much more im])orfant and should lu* hrought 
under some fyp<‘ ot contiol as of>tained in the ease of food-grains 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahaiditr SAIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: Yen, 

certainly. As I have said, on the whole the juices of \c‘gidables aie not 
ver> much in excess as the pric-c's of food-gi ains. 'I’lu* coiiTciit jiiicc's of 
f(K)d-grain> arc ;> to 4 hiindic'd [a-r c't‘nt. higher than tin* noimal pnccs. 

Rai Baihadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; Arising i>ut of answer 
the Hon’ble Minister said “It also .seem.s that tlie controlbyl joieeH 
tliat may be fixed will not he substaiitiall\ less than tlic picvailiiig piic'cs.” 
Does the Hon'hle Minister mean tlic‘nd)v that no useful jiurpose would be 
.servc‘il by imposing the .s\.st('m of eoiitiidP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yea, 
without affecting the growers no siib.‘^tant ial reduction in prices could b« 
effected. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: K ai Bahadur, you should take permission of the* (jliair 
before you put a suT>|)leinentary question. 

Mr. SHRISH UHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, under (b){it) of the 

reply in the second paragraph it has lieen stated, “It is apprehended that 
as soon as prices of vegetables are controlled, they may disapfiear from the 
open markets and may be sold in block-markets or may l>e sold by street 
hawkers at higher prices.” Does the IToii’ble Minister place vegetables on 
the same footing with other articles for consumption P Vegetables by nature 
are perishable and eaniiot be hoarded like other food-grains. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Cer- 
tainly not. I have not stated that. T have said : they may be solil in the 
black-market, in the streets and unle.s.s I have a very big staff T shall not 
be able to stop that profiteering. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Have you gol any exjicri- 
ence in tbi.s matter? So faj’ as our experience with regard to is 

concern(‘d, we know they sell ai ticles at miicli c Iieapei rat^s tliau those 
available in the market, becau.se fh<*y ha\e m estnbliMhment e.v/wu.ses and 
other things. 
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The Hon’ble Khaii Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

Wluni thf* control is people j^enerallv go to the place where there 

is no coiitn)! or insjjecition. They want to nell these veg’etables outside the 
city of Calcutta. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Does the Hon ble Minister 

want to say that tlie hawkers would sell the ve^retables outside the city of 
Calcutta and in placcvs where there are no meny 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, put your question in a proj>er form. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What leads the Hon ble 

Minister h> tlu* coin lusiori that the hawkers would sell the vegetables outside 
the limits ot the cit\ of (^alcu1t4i and at a higher irricey 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The 

uatuial 1(‘iid(*ney of tin* is to sell arti< les at a plar-e whore there is no 

insjH'et if)n or supervision or eruitrol. It is human nature to do so. That 
is our e\[K*i‘ieTir e. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Have sou become absolute- 
ly liopeless so tar as prie(‘s of vegetables are eontu'rnedy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; I 

hav(* definit(‘ly said that the prie(*s are* not very much in excess of the |^a^ity 
prices of food articles and otlier consumers’ articles; and if those j)ncos are 
to 1)0 (‘(Uit rollod furtluM, llio gro\\er'^ would ho atloetod. 11 w can icduo.e 
the middh'-mau's profit, ('crlairi reduction can he luadc^ But for all this 
a huge statV will Ix' necessary \vhich will he hardly commensurate with the 
iiltiinalc Ix'uefit to fht' <‘onsumers. Kvcm if we do (uiiploy this huge staff, 
the henelit will tiol l)e sul>sluntial, the pnc(\s may 1 m‘ reduced liy anna 1 to 2 
annus jn'i seor. If wc* try U> crontrol pric'es, the middlo-mun instead of 
nuluoing tlH’ii margin of firofit will try to joduct' the prici* tliey pay to the 
growers. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Am 1 to undei^tand 

that ( i<)\ ('runumt dcs's not find it |H)ssihh‘ to do anything? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HQ8AIN: It 

has In’cm dotinitoly statcnl that (Tovernmout doe.s not like to control the prices 
without Is'ing suii^ol tin' supply and without having a, higg«‘r staff to control 
cffVcl ivel.N . All that (iovernment j>n*iM)se to do is to purchaso vegetahlos 
and s(dl if at cost price' in the city, as tlic\ have* startl'd in Bombay. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: When do you expect 

this to materialise!" 

The Hcm’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

After certain eiuiuiiies on account ot |K*culiar conditions in Beugal. We 
find that there arc* certain conditions peculiar to Bengal and do not exist in 
Bombay ; certaiu difficulties may -arise w hich wdll have to be met and it 
may lake 2 or T weeks to come to a decision. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: What are the diffi< 

cultiesK 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 

cannot disclose them. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Arising out of (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say if the 550 inaunds of potato that will 
be available from Madras will l)e sold at controlled price to approved dealers ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Yes, 
Government will place them in charge of the Director of Agricultural Market- 
ing with whose permit only things can be sold. 
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•Ift HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: Will Government control th« 
prices nt wliith flicse people will Ih> soiling* them. 

The Hon’bfe Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: Yob, 

Goveruiiient will keep .strict suiK'iwiso'ii over the sale. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’hle Minister lie 
pleased t() say if ( iov<*i anient is going to fix the price lor the.se articles P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, 

in consultation with other jmoiiues. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will tho Hon’ble 

Minister K* ideased to .state wiietlier his attention ha.s In'en drawn to a n^jHirt 
published in the (olumns of Statrsnuin , dated ‘JOth July. 1944, under the 
caption “Food Front and hig increase in prices of vegetables” 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes; 

I have not carefully gone tln*nugh it but have given it a cursory glance. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE: Do tho nr ices of 
different classes of articles mentioned in that table differ- maternally P 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 

have not compared them. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon ble Ministor 
be pleased to stat<‘ if <ht" r>(Hl ton.s of |K>tafo brought fiom Madras will be 
(listrnbuted in diffeient districts iti Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; No, 

it will Ih- distributed among de«i!ers who have applied for ]KMnuitH and will 
not be restricted to Falcutta I*(‘rmit.s will be given to those who apjily for 
it and who arc rtnilly dealers in poiabc 

Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN; Arising out of {c), will tin* llon’ble Minister 
be pleased fo statt* wlietlier he has <-onsidere<l thi* tjuestion or done anything 
about licensing of slaug}it(*r-housesp 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, 

slaughfer-h(»use.s are under the strict sui^u-visiori of the officers of the Vet^- 
n'nary lK‘j>jirtment . 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: The Hon’blo 

Minister has said that there will l>e an ai>]>re<nable inm-tnise in the supply 
of fish in the near future May 1 ask w'here does this supjdy <‘ome from? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: It 

comes fi’om Goalundo, Khulna and Sara Ghat and phu es fi-oin where it 
ordinarily comes. The difhcmlty is that for want of ie(‘ it is not coming 
in sufficient quantities; but with the appointment of a (amtrollei of lee we 
expect that sufficient (juaiitiiies of ice will lx* available for fish being brought 
to Calcutta, and that is wh\ I ex|M‘et that the supply of fish in Calcutta will 
b© increased in the near future. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the upixiintment of a Con- 
troller^ of lee automatically increase the production of ice or w’ill j( make 
the distribution of ice proper for the fishing tr'adep 

The Hon’bie Khm Bah^r SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Ho 

will only c(mtrol distribution of ice and see that ice j-csci ved for Hie 
fiehi ng trade as much as f>o.ssible. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; What prcp rtK.u <.f the av.iilalJo 
ice is being allotted to the civil population? 
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The HofinMe KIimi Bahadur BAITED MIUA2ZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I 

am not in a ix).sition to Hay that. Now the whole thing will have to be 
re-considei-ecl and revised probably in consultation with the military. 

Mr. HAMUDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the proprution le^s than 
60 per cent., as it is at present? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 

am not in a jK)8iti()n to say that. 

Mt. 8HRI8H CHAND^RA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long (iovernment will take to watch the condition 
and do something to ameliorate the present condition? 

The Hoft’Me Khan Bahadur 8AITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The 

Government is watching the situation in respect of meat, but as regards 
otlu'r items we have already proceeded very far. As legards fish, we have 
said that with tlie inciease in the supply ol ice we will he able to increase the 
HUfiply of fish in (\ilciitta. It is only in respect of meat that I have stated 
tfiat th»‘ situation is being watched closely. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURT; In view of the fact that ice is 
the real Ijottleneck in the matter of the supply of fish, wdiat steps Govern- 
ment of Bengal has taken to re-open the non-working ice factories by pro- 
curing from the Government of India parts that are aviiilahle and also 
chomic^als ? 

The Hofi’hle Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Steps have already l^een taken, hor want of di(*sel oil many inanufiK turers 
of i<^e closed down their factories We are in consultation with the Govern- 
ment of India officer who is in charge of diesel oil. He has l>een jdeased 
to allot larger cuantities of diesel oil so that larger (luaniities of ice may 
h(‘ manufactured part iculai'ly foi tln^ fish trade Wc an* lujlher in lu'go- 
tiation with him. 

Rsi Bsihsdur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE. Aiising out of answer 
in (/;)(-n), viz., ‘Gt is further appn'luuuh'd that as soon a^ jirices of vege- 
tables are controlled, they may disa|)])ear from the o})cn markets and may 
he sold in black-markets or may i>e sidd by street haw'kei's at higher 
pnct‘s.. It that he the opinion of the Goverumtuit. will the llon’hle 

Xfinisler be |)b‘a'<(‘d to state \\b\ tlic sy>tcm of jirii'e-coiit rol b.is been intro- 
duced on other ( omnuxlitii's such as rice, and other articles of focxl? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There is a hii^e staff tor making the pi ice-coiitrul systtun efVectnc, namely, 
the Detective Police and otheis who aie always on the watch for black- 
imuketems and those iMM^ons who are trying to haw;k in the streets. But 
I have got no such staff. That is why I have already stated: “A huge staff 
hardly comiuciiMuati* with ultimate beiudit b) the consumers will have 
to lx* entertained if any control is to he made effective ” 

Rfti Boh&clur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE S On a point of order, 
Sir. That is not the answer which was wanted by me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Ibii Bahadur, that is not a point of order. I’leae© 
allow the Hon’ ble Ministei' to finish his answer. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 
I have already answered the |K)int that the honourable member was making 
that ill the case of rice priee-eonlrol was made. I said tliat rice is a staple 
food and for that Govoniinent had to employ a huge staff — not only for 
seeing that the <M>ntrolled price was made effective but also to find out and 
bring to Ixxik the black-marketeers and other people. I have not got such 



Id44.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1627 


a huge stall’ and it 1 iiu»l tn »uuplo\ siuh a htige staff, then the cost thertnyf 
would not Ix' eoininensurate with the Ixuiefits that would ultimnte^ly accrue 
Dora it. That is what I have alrejuly {K»inttHl out. Sir. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Mu\ 1 know what i.s meant by the words 
“other people*' y The Hon’ble Minister says “blHek-marketeers and other 
people”. Who are these “other pie” P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Hoarders, 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: Is thioe any other j)eo}>ley 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I Y ED MUAZZAMUDDINi HOBAIN : 1 do 

not know. I have nothing to do vith riee and therefore 1 know as much 
as the honourable menil>er knows. 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: ( .nnoi (b.veniment employ 
the same staff which is doing Uiok against hiKirdiMs and profitc'crs in rice 
about the^e articles as w(dl- in addition to tlnnr usual duties^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 do 

not think it is ])ossible; it that had been jjo.ssible tliiui the control 
of fish and \egetiibh‘s would ne\ei ha^e Imh'ii 1 lai.sferi e»l to the Agriclill nro 
Deixirtment from the Civil Supplies lh‘|rartmenl . They said that they 
could not <leal with this matter; they luui so much work to ilo that they made 
over the whole thing tf> the Agriculture Deiwirtmeiit. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As regards the supply of i, e tho 
lion Me Ministei has not state<) clearly whether the Coveniment of India 
is f.:ouig t(j siifiplx the macinmuy paits to the tactorii's which liaM' dosed down 
on jucount ot the dctc< (s in jaiits and if so, wiudher ht* is taking further 
stejw lo see that tin* i< (> that is manufm t ure<l bs these aidisl fai tories do not 
ixi.ss to tile blac k-ma i keteci s again? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: All 

these uMaii^cTiKuit^ Ikmui imole So iar as I am aw.nc, tlic luetories 

tiiut have closed down, that is mainly due to the want o1 diesel oil and not 
for want <d ^ladllne‘^ being ont of oialcr ; but it there be any sudi dillienliy 
we will certainlv tr\ to get the* inaeliinery that have gone Out oi oicbu , if 
neeessars, by ap[>r<)adiing the (jovernimmt cd India. If these faetoiies are 
going on Avorking, we will tlicui eeriainly s(*<* that that ici* is iitilisiMl for thi* 
nsn trade- exeiusi v(‘l\ . 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; It has lx‘en sUited 

in the aiiswei tlmi an embargo has been jdaeed by Bihar on the -xiant of 
sluM-p goats, buffaloes, etc. Wliat sic-ps have })f*pn taken by ( ioveinmeiit 
up till now' to|iii(lue(‘ the Bibar Covernment to facilitate the exfxut of cows? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Wo 

have approadied the Bihar ( i<»veuinient for jK'rmitiing us to bring down 
some plough cattle, not cows reallv. We have asked them for jiairs, 

but only 250 jKiirs have IxMm given. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Hut that i« so far 
as 1 remeintHm for agricultural purjxisefl? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Ye., 

that IS SO. 

Mr. MiUHAMMAO HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY; Nothing for food P 
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; For 

that purpose w'e have not yet made any request to the Bilinr f invc’rnment. 
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Rat Bahaiiur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: It appears from llie 
j»ply contained in (6)(u) that Government's apf)reh€‘nsion is that as soon 
as prices of vcg-etableB are controlled^ it may have the effect of driving vege- 
tables underground ^ 

The Hoti’ble Khen Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Not 

undergrcMJiid to he hoarded, but to the Ijlack-rnarket. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Disapi>car from the 
Ofien markotH and may lx* sold in black-markets, etc., or may be .sold 
by Htre(*t liawloos at higher prices. If that is the conclusion of Government, 
will the Ib)n’ble Minister please .stale as lo why they have imposed a system 
of price-(X)ntrol on rice? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as that (juestioii is concerned, it ha.s ])eeil 
answered by the II(»u'l)!e Minister already, lor he has said tliat given a 
sufficient numlx*r of staff his department also is i^rejwred to undertake the 
control rd' vegetables, etc. That is what the ITon'ble Minister has already 
said, and you must have heard it over and over again. 

Rai Bahaduir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: It is not a question of 
employing^ ji hug(* staff. Sir. The point is as regards the ])rinciple — -namely, 
that if a system of price-eontnd is iinpose<], it will })a\(* tht‘ (‘ffect of driving 
vegetable undeigrouud. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as 1 umhu-stand his answer is this: That 
without sufficient supervision there is every lisk that these aiticles will 
be driven underg»‘roiirid — that was the an.swer. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In view (>f the fact that Govern- 
ment re:dises that one of tlu* w’ays of really bringing down the prices of 
vegetabl<\s is to o|K'n Government stoies, will the Ibui’hle Minister be 
T.loiised to state if tin* Government will 1>e in a ix)sition to come to a 
decision in this matter in the C(jur.se of thi.s month? 

The Hort’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDpIN H08AIN: I 

have already stated that we hojre to come to a decision within two or three 
weeks. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is it not a fact that in 
every market there is already a certain staff — TXquity Ins|>ectnr-General 
or something' like that — to look after the affairs there, to prevent lioarding 
and to bring to Imok tlie eul])rits? If th(*re is already a staff stationed at 
every market, and I liave |K*rsonal knowledge of this, w’hy then is it not 
possible for this staff to look after oth(*r foodstuffs such as meat or fish 
or any other commodities tliat the Hon’hle Minister chooses to control? 

Tho Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I 

‘do not know of an\ such staff. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hnn’hle Minister ^ 
pleqsed to state if Government will see that the controlling staff posted in 
various markets are bsaited in prominent places in the market so that the 
iiufferiiig pundiasers may aiqiroaeh them easily and get redress? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 

have got no sindi staff and I am not in a position to give any assurance about 
that. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: As regards Stuart Hogg market 
the Hon'hle Minister has said that there are certain staff there to superv^ise 
the vegetables that come from Darjeeling. Will the Hon'ble Minister con- 
sider w^hether any grievances may be reported to them? 
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The Hoffbte Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMIUDOtN HOBAIN: 

That might l)e cousidered. Wo have only 6 or 7 ofticers in the Marketing* 
Department. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; From the answer that 
has been given hv the H(vii’hlo Minister just now, shall we be wiong if 
w© eonie to the conclusion tliat fei ihe present Oovt*rnment is tillable to 
take any stt'ps to ameliorate tlie p'esent (’onditions of the* prieos prevailing* 
and make foodstufts available at reasemabb* priees^ 

The Hofi'ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN X 

Cert ai nly you would be wrong in eoining let that eoiudusion. After reiidiiifp 
the whole thing let the public judge what it means. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The II ouse will now take up further discussion of 
the Bengal Agricultural Incoim‘>-tax Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; On a point of onier, Sir. 
The Ilon’ble h’lnauce Minister who is in charge ol the Bill is not present. 
Ae he is {lilotiug tlie Bill, we cannot proceed with th<* Hill without liiiu. 

Mr. PRE8I DENTS I understand that the Ilon’hlo Minister in charge 
of Agriculture is going to reply on behalf cd the ITon'ble Finance Minister. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But. Sir, 1 do not know 

if this can }>e done 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it can l>e done: any Ilon’ble Minister can 
speak on tlu* provisions of this Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But he is in charge of the 
Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Fven thcui anylsidy (’an sjxuik on it. In ^as(^ of a 
motion thi.s (annot la* done. In the case of a motion nolxxly ex('eid the 
Minister in charge « an reply. Hut there is no motion today. I'he lion’ble 
Minister in charge of Agmulture will only la* replying to some of the 
amendments and 1 think that <'an done by any one. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Hut we nn ord our protest 

and I think it will be a part of the ])r(»eee<lings of today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it w’ould go into tin* proceedings today. 

Milk situation in Calcutta. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, lafore you pro- 
ceed with tlie Bill may 1 draw the attention of tin* ( loverrimfUit to tlie 
abnormal rise in the price of milk to which I refernul ye.sterday and you 
were kind enough to direct me to raise this (juestion today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: It will bc^ universally 
admitU*d that milk has l>ecome .scarce in (’aleiilta. The price of milk has 
risen to 2 seers per rupc’t* and in some caM\s to 12 annas jicr seer. It baa 
become vers^ difficult to keep balue.s alive and wo do not know what will 
hapj)en to the future generation if this slate of things continue for com© 
time more. I do not know whether fFOvernment liave taken into eon.sidc‘ra- 
tion this important jndnt. So far as I remember, a repoil appear(*d in 
yesterday's new’sjNi[x»r, in the columns of th(^ nintJy.sthan Starulard to the 
effect that Bengal M oiiHurs Leagur* or some such organisation ha.s already 
addressed a letter to the Government drawing their attention to the serious 
situation that has arisen owing to the high juice of milk aufl in some rases 
want of milk in the market. So, I would like to have a statement from 
the Hon’bl© Minister cone(*rned as to what is actually the i>oHiUoti «u 
what they propose to do in this matter. 
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Mr. PRiSIDENT: Are the Government in a position to throw any 
liprht on this matter? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I Y ED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir. 
^iefly the {Kisition \h this: Milk position has become acute, it is true, but 
in onler to relieve this situation the real cause of it should be found out. 
The real cause lies in (he fact that for our milk supply we have to depend 
mitii'ely on the a^n iculturists generally and our aKi’iculturists are so very 
poor that they ciinnot fill their own tielly, so how would they be able to feed 
their cows. The result is this scarcity. We all now realise that we must 
do somethin^'* to establish bip dairies. Government are seriously considering- 
this matter and as an exfx*rimerital measure Government are g'oing to start 
a few dairy farms and demonstrate (o the ptMijile how these dairies can lie run 
on a business line and on profit. For (his purpose (jloveniment is going to 
bring two exi)erts from N(‘w Zealand, a country which is famous for dairy 
farms ami dairy [>roducts. (Tovernment has already started negotiations. 
We are soon going to have the ex|>erts and with theii help we are going to 
start one or two dairy farms within a month or two. We want to demons- 
trate to the richer i>eople so that they may take up this dairy fanning on 
a cornmenial basis. By starting these dairy ‘farms alone, we can solve the 
problem of milk supply, otherwise we will have to dei>end on the agric iil- 
turists who an* (hcmselves ill-fed and ixioriv clad and we can uevei' expect 
to Bolv(‘ our milk problem by deiiending on them. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a point of infor- 
mation, Sir. Is it n(d a fact that scarcity of milk and the consequent rise 
in the juice of milk is dm* to (he prevalence ol cattle epidt‘inics and a large 
niimlier of deaths in (hi* catth* population in Ih-ngal and also to the .slaughter 
of inileh cows? Idle last (uie i.s a v(‘ry important point foi- (-onsidei alion 
and will the TTon’hle Minister j>h*as(* state what stejis if an\ have (loverri- 
iiient taken to stoj> this slaughter of mileh cows? This seandty is due not 
only to the inability of the agriculturists to feed the (-at tie ]K>i)ulation but 

Mir. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a i>oint of order, Sir (an 
he Ik* allowed to go on sjieaking in this >vay ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So tar as 1 remfmber he rose on a jvoinl of infor- 
mation. Yes, Bai Bahadur. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: In the ciiciiuiMtam es 
will the JTon bh* Minister jdeast' state* what steps the Bengal Goveriiiiioiit 
have tnken to increase the sup])l\ of milk and to pieseive the cattle jyopu- 
iation, mainly mileh cows? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 

I have given only an off-fiand reply ;is regards (lie supply of milk. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is a very inijxirtant question and I find a large 
numl>er of honourahh* inenihers are interested in this matter. So, are 
(.lovernment in a i>osiiinn to make a comprehensive statement, say, at a later 
dale (‘onvenitmt to Goveniment ^ T think that will be more sat i.sfaetory ? 

The Hon’ble Kbim Babadiir SAIYED MlUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 
Sir, I j>i’oi)ose to do it later on. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Is the Ilon’hle Mini..ter aware that 
over LMKH) iiiaunds are required for prejiaration of various milk products? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think the whole question may be answeied in the 
course of a statement by Government. Now we turn to the Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Clause 36. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (^lause 36 stand part of the Bill. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 he^ to movo that in aub- 

clause {^) i)f eluii,'*e •»(» of the Bill, fc^r <h»‘ worfU “ol>jt‘ct> to'\ in line 1, 
the \vor(U ‘"tlisu^Ti'ev with" Ih' suh^tiluted. 

Sir, in Mih-rlau’^e wheit^ the \M>Ki< tueur, tlu' oJea that is intended 
to be eon\e\e(i tlial it the (’onuiio hut obje<’t> n> an> onhn made by un 
Appellate ('ouit. then that eourt 1 U> foll(»v\ eertiun pi oeed urt'. In la(‘<. 
if an inferior eourt finds that it is not in ajrreemeiit with the order of a 
superior eourt. then it may have to f^o ihrouj.rh •*onu‘ pnxedure. In the 
eireuiuslxmavs, the uord would i>t‘ more 4jppi‘opri.itt‘ to the text 

and I hope this amendment will bt‘ ueeepted 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendim •lit moved that in sub-elause {I*) ot eluutie 
of the Bill, for the words “objeet'^ to" in line 1. tlu* wiiids “clisa^rees with" 
be HU hst it tiled. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I rise to supi>ort the 
amendment moved by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin ^hmad. 1'he proposal 
is that in suh-elause (2) of ebiuse iUi tif the Bill, for the words “ohjeets to" 
in line 1, the wolds ’‘dis-iy*-! ees with” be substituted. N<»w tile elaiise 
itnnds in this w a\ : “1'lie ( ’oininissioner may. if, he objei t.s to an order 

]iassed by the Assistant ( 'oumi issioner" I do not umler.stand what 

the framers of the Hill means by the words “il he (d»|eets to". The 

Coininissioiier is (he Apptdlate 'rribuiyl and it is not the (|uestion of 
objeetin^T^ to. The trial court passes an order am! the Appellate (’oiirt 
rexepses that oidet; oi i( it dia*-. not ifSot*,*- it .iL’“iees uilli it 'I'lietidorM* 
“diso^^i’eev willi” aie beftei wtO'ds t<» nitr<*duee there than the words 
“objeetii to” 1 ther(*fore r-ubrnit that this simple amendment will be 

ae(;epted by tlie House. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur SAiYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I think the words '‘objerts to" are mor»‘ appiopnate. But here ilp' 

Comm is-^KUier i- not llie Appellate autboiiu, Hul moIs a pa i t s lust jjs in 
tlie sii l.-olii ii-o i/i oil a-‘'e>si*o objeetiii^' to .lU older passed is a purt\, 
Miiiilarly the ( ’om m isNioiiei is also a part\ loue. He (dtpxts to an order 

(la.ssed. He dii«*els an ii]i]ieal b) 1 m* preferred to the tribunal Here, he 

is not an Afipellate aiithnrit;.. He is an ♦•\eeuti\e liea<l and as an exeeutivi* 

head, he objects to it just as an assessee leiti (dijeet io an order. Tbe words 
as they exist are more appVoiiriate So I o[i[K)se (be ummidmeiit , 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, onler d'be ttm^stion belore the House, is 
that in siib-elause of <laus<* .‘{(i <d the Hill, for tlu‘ words “objects to 
in line 1, the words “disa^rrees with' be substituted 

(The amendineii was ne^mtived.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 be;^: (n nmve that in siibu biuse (4) 
of clause db of the Bill, for the word "twenty-five" in line 4, thy word 
"ten" be subst itiited . 

Sir, siib-elaU'.e i/l of elausf -UI of the Bill '<a\'', that an appeal to t hr* 
Appellate ddibunal .sliall be in the pre.scribed form aiol sliall be verified 
in the prescribed manner, and shall, except in the case of an appeal 
referred to in sub-section (~), be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five 
rupees." Sir. this fee of Ks. 25 is too high and so 1 projuise that instead 
of Its. 25. it shoiibl be reduced U) Hs. H) only. With tliesr* words, I move 
my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order Amendment moved : 
claus(‘ (4) of clause db of the Bill, fur the word "twenty-five in line 4, 
the w'ord ‘Hen" be substituted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: &ir, J would 
the amendment that ba.s bocn moved by my 
the clause as it stands making an inflexible fee of K». j 


like to support 
Has, J think 
all cases is not 
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at all proper. As a matter of fact, there are provisions with 
regard to other matters where a niaxiiniim fee is prescribed and there ia 
a fee for smaller assessees prescribed with regard to smaller amounts 
whicli are challenged by way of an appeal to the Appellate Tribunal. 
Therefore, J would like to support the amendment that has been moved 
that for the word “twenty-tive”, the figure “ten " l>e suhstitiite<l. As a 
matter of fact, this will have to be paid by the assessee for filing an 
ap])eal to tht* Aj)j)ellate Tribunal in every case, and therefore if the 
Government had proposed a smaller fee for smaller assessee, we would not 
have obj(‘(ted to that; but instead of that a single figure has been put. I 
think the figure of Rs. 2 ^) is too high and so it should be reduced to Rs. 10. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, tli(‘ fee is already l(»w, and cannot be further reduced. Under the 
Indian Incojiie-tax A<*i, tlie corresponding fee for such an appeal is 
Rs. 100. Here the fee is only Rs. 25 as against Rs. 100 in the Indian 
Income-tax Act. Theeefore, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clauHe (V) of clause d(i of the Bill, for the word “twenty-five*^ 
in line 4, the word “ten*’ be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result:-— 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmed. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravertl. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 


AYES 11 

Mr. H. D. Mozumdar. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherjee. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 


< NOES- 20 


Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd Habibulla Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Hon’ble Khan BahadiM* 8. M. Hoeafn. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes” lieing — 11, and the “Noes” — 2t), the amendment is negatived. 


Proceedings of the entire sitting declared null and void. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I rise on a jioint of order? It 
seems that tlu' proceedings so far carried on today are null and void, 
because when you first entered the Chamber you bad to adjourn the House 
for want of (pioruiii. You then adjourned the House for 15 minutes; but you 
cannot do so under the Standing Orders. According to President’s Standing 
Orders No. 10, you should have adjourned till the next sitting day. 
Rule 10 of the Standing Orders says: “If it appears, on notice being 
taken or upon report, afier a count has been made, that a quorum is not 
present, the President shall order the bell to be rung for two minutes. 
If afU'r such interval a quorum is sfill not present, the President shall 
adjourn the rouneil without the question being put, until the next sitting 
day; and the hour of such adjournment, as also the names of the members 
present, shall be printed in the proceedings of the day.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point, Mr. Das? 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point i>; that ytui should have 
iwljourned the House till the next day and not simph for I‘'» minutes, as 
you hud done. My next point is that all proceeiliiijj^s of today should bo 
considered null and void. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, I think that will simplifv matters and the 
rule is very clear in this respect. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The rule is ver> dear that 
before the House is adjourned, the hell shall he run^ for two minutea, 
and 1 am told that, the htdl was not rung. Thereton', 1 think rule l(> does 
not apjily. How eini it he assumed that then* was no quorum, when the 
bell was not rung. A hirgi' numher of tht* mernher.s were in the lohhy and 
if the bell was rung, they would have eomt* and tluoe would have lieen 
quorum. So there is no rea.son why th«‘ proeeedings of this sitting should 
be considered null and void. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The po int is this: that Iht' iiell was rung at iho 
beginning for five minutes, and when I raiiu' int«> the ('hamher 1 found 
that orilv S meinber.s inehidiiig the (diair were pre.senl in the House. 
Therefore, 1 adjourut'd llu‘ Hiuise and tloui n‘-us'«»emliled alter lo minutea 
after having rung tlo' hell foi d minutes as usual, iiid sima* then we have 
been carrying on th(‘ proeetalings. 'riiai is what has happ«*ned 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Had the honnurahle memlK>rA 
known that then* was no quoium. llo'y w(»uhl lia\i‘ eotne in if they heard 
the hell ringing whieli is a summon f<»i the* meeting’. lint no hell was rung. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It was an irregularity, and with tin* unanimous 
consent of the House. I am irndined to suggest that th(‘ jiroceedings should 
be incited as null and void. If this is agn‘ed < 0 , let us do it ami let the 
House stand ad|nnnu*(l till ii-ir> p.m. tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the j)roci‘edings of today Ix^ regard- 
ed as null and void? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ix’t the Honourable Chief Minister givi‘ his vie.W'A 
on the point. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Well, the ( hair has alrmuly declared 
that the proceedings of today will he null and void. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The point is: that thin Bill 
ha.s been going on for a very long tirm*. As I had slated once hidore 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, can lie rise on a question of 
privilege of this House; this matter does not concern an administrative 
policy of the (iovernment 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Order, order, 1 have heard the Opposition and 
certainly the Chief Minister should also be given a hearing. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Tho Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
is here, Sir, and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, hut the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s responsibility 
is in no way less than that of the Hon’ble the Ijeader of the House in 
this matter. So, let u> hear him. Sir Nazimuddin. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I have said, this Bill 
has been going on for a very long time. It is a taxation meu.sure and 
Government are most anxious that this Bill should he passed as. quiykly as 
possible. Besides this, there is the question of Ramzan that in conun an 
it will be extremely inconvenient for Moslem raernhers 
they have to sit during the Hamza/n period. I feel that if the i 
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finished before the next week, we shall have to ask leave of the House to 
have all-nif^ht sittings till the Bill is finished. There will be no other 
option left b) us but to ])ress for it. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Is this a threats 

The HcMi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not a question of threat. 

It is not something that ir» unparliamentary; rather it is the usual practice 
of all jjarliamentary bodies and thercf are precedents for this even in the 
Bengal Ticgislature. 

Mr, PRESIDEHT: May I interru])t the Hon'ble the Chief Minister for 
a while I jjuite realise that it is an important Bill — a taxation 
measure (‘(‘rtainly of very great importance, and I would appeal to the 
House that tlie Bill should b(‘ finished early, because this is the on'e important 
business which has been Ixdore the House for a long time. But unfortu^ 
natelv the jiroceedings of todav have become irregular. So I think 

it will be juopei for us to declan* the proceedings of today null and void 

and to adjourn the House. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMAD: Why not adjtuiin the flous(‘ now’ and 
not take up the business afresh from this time, namely, d-ot) p.m.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: N o, we cannot do so. We would rather begin at 
2-ir> f).m., tomorrcnv and in order to make up for tlu' time that \\v have 

lost to<lay, w(* may have to extend our fitting, tor It) to Id minutes for a 

few days. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, no. 

The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; V ou are suggesting this 
step with the unanimous eonsmit of the House and 1 beg to submit from 
this side that unless tlie Hour^e agrees to sit late htmrs 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would leijuest the Hon'ble the Chief Minister 
not to raise this (piestiun at this stage. I would leave it to the good sense 
of the House and I am suie every meml>er of the House would look to the 
convenience of others, f am almost sure that Hindu members of this 
House would not like to put the Muslim members to incon\ enienee so far 
as lidiiizdii is eone.erned. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, we shall be all willing to eome in 
the morning. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It tl>at diftieulty arises, you will have to accommodate 
your eolleugut‘s ami it is only fair. So J suggest that with the unanimous 
consent of th(‘ House that the luxieeedings that we have already transacted 
today sliould lx* considered null and void, and we adjouni till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Your proposal, Sir, is 
eminently reasonable and we accept if, and I hope that Government also 
will agree to it. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On b^dialf of the Opposition, I accept 
your suggestion. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMAD: May I make a suggestion, Sir, in this 
connection Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is UY 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN aHmAD: It is this: When you heard that 
there was 'no quorum, you ought to have continuously rung the hell for 
two minutes, then to takt‘ count and find out whether there was a 
quorum present or not. If alter that you found that there was no 
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cmoruin, thtMi your iluty was to adjourn the House till next day. I submit 
that if you adjourn the House now, at 10 luinutes to four, you can aa 
weU proceed with the business oi the and carry on up to 5 o’clock 

and there would be no harm. At 2-15, when you found that the House 
had no tjuoruin. yini did nut adjourn tV,* House till 2-15 p in., tomorrow. 
That vou have not done. So wh. i you have done after has become 
irreg'ular. Hut it \ ou can under the rule adjourn the House now Ix'cause 
there was no iiuorum at 2-15 p.m..* you can as well jiroceed with the 
discussion 

Wr. PRESIDENT: Jhat can be done with the unanimous consent of 
the House. It the House a^iees. tliat <*an be done. Hut if there is a 
dissentit'iit ^olce. then tlic ('han i> in a lo*lple*^s po^^ition. Your Mi^^t*.st ion 
is reasonable but the Opposition does not seiun to agreeable to it 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: No Sir, wc .d>je( t 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mas I sptak a few words 

in the matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not ne(‘e.ssar\ t<» spt*ak an\ longer. May I 
have the llon’hle (iiiei Minister's consent to the Mi^^^cstion made hy iney 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, if >ou think that it is Iho 

•w ist'st course, I a^re<*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you. It is decided with the unanimous 
consent of the House that the pitx’eedin^s so lur ^one throu^'ik should l>e 
c(»nsidt‘n'd as null and void and we meet at 2-15 p.m , tomorrow. 

'I'iic ‘^tamls adjourned till 2-15 p.m., •tomorrow'. 

Adjourfiifient. 

'I he Couiif il then adjourneil till 2-15 p.m., on Thursday, the lOtb 
August, It)44. 
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Members absent. 

The following- members were absent from the meeting held on the 9th 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(;3) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(G) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

{ 7 ) Maiilana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(8) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(9) Mr. Abdul l^atilf. 

(10) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Molholaimbish. 

(12) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(IG) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(18) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

’(19) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44 — No. 7S. 


The Col>cil met in the * Le«r Native Chamber of the LegislstiTS 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 10th August, 1044, at 2-15 p.m,, being 
the seventy-fifth day of the First Session of 1044, pursuant to section, ■ 
B2(2){a) of the Government of India Act, 1035. 

Mr. President (the ilon’ble Sir Bi,joy Puasad Sincjh Roy, e.c.i.B.) 
was in the Chair, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWER5 

Detention uncier rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules. 

251. Mr. KAMINI KUMAB DUTTA: Will tlie Hon l>lo Minister in 
charge of the Home Deparlinent be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of persons still kept in detention under the provision of 
rule 2G of the Defence of India Rules under the dnection of the 
Provincial Governmeut; 

(5) if the pi o visions of rule 2() of the Defence of India Rules have been 
declared ultra vires by tlie Federal Court ; 

(e) if the ( lovernment are aware that the ordinance promulgated by the 
(iovernor-tfeneral of Imlia validating rule 2ti of the Defemm of 
India Rules has been declared ultra vires by the Ilon’ble tludge 
of the High Court of (ailcutta; 

(d) if the (lovernm(*nt ar(‘ aware of the fact that the detention of 

])ersons under the provision of rule 2(1 of tlie Defenc<T of India 
Rules has ]»een ludd b> the High ('oiirt of Caleiitta to be illegal 
on an application under section 41U of the Criminal Procedure 
Code ; 

(e) if the Government are going to give direction for the ndeuse of all 

the persons now in detention under rule 2t> of .the Defence of 
India Rules; and 

(/) what step the Government contemplate to take in respect of all the 
pf‘is(Uis wlio aro being detained now under direction given under 
rule 2(i of the D{*feru*,e of India Rules? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur S. M. H08AIN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) On 14th July, 1944 — 3,749. 

(f) Political security pri.soners — 1,251 males and ]«H femal(‘s. 

{il) Criminal security prisoners — 2,480. 

(5) to (/) When on the formation of the nre.sent Ministry’' I rn.sumed 
charge of my office as Minister in charge of the Home Department the 
validity of some of the orders of detention under rule 20 of the Dt^fence of 
India Rules made during the regime of my Hon’ble predecessor in office was 
under examination in judicial proceedings Viefore the Hon'ble High Court. 
The final judgment in the matter was pronounced by the Federal Court who 
held that no order of detention under rule 20 of the Defence of India Rules 
could validly be made except after the Governor had personally applied his 
mind to the case and been satisfied that the making of such an onh^r was 
necessary. Although an appeal against this decision has already been filed 
before the Privy (Council, immediate steps were also tak<*n <to insfifute a 
review of the cases of all the security prisoners then under detenUon in tJwi 
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light of the law as laid down by the Fedefal Court with a viow to issue fresh 
orders in the cases in which continued detention was considered necessary. 
Ml such cases have already been reviewed. The materials in each casd 
under review were examined by the department and by myself and the case 
submitted to His Excellency the Governor for bis consideration and orders. 
The same procedure has also been followed in the cases of all prisoneri 
arrested and detained since the pronouncement of the Federal Court decision 
deferred to above. 

The Restriction and Detention Ordinance (Ordinance III of 1944) 
promulgated on the 15th of January, 1944, enacts in a self-contained instni^ 
meut the provisions relating to restriction, detention, etc., hitherto embodied 
in rule 20 of the Defence of India Rules but introduces the following new 
features : — 

(i) Provision is made for communication to the security prisoner on the 
grounds on which he is detained so far as this can be done 
without disclosing facts which it would be against the public 
interest to disclose. Persons detained also now have right to 
make if tliey so wish a representation against the order and they 
are to be informed of this right and given llie earliest practical 
opiiortunity of making such a rejiresentation. 

XU) The duration of an order of detention is now restricted to 0 months 
unless within that period a further order of fTOverninent is made, 
after a review of all available materials (including the prisoners' 
representation, if any) for its extension. 

{Hi) Provision has been made for submission to Government for confirma- 
tion or cancellation of all orders of detention passed by subordinate 
authorities in the exercise of delegated powers. 

These provisions will ap]>Iy to all orders previously made under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Rules. These are validated by the Ordinance and 
sre given efi'ect us if they had been made under the Ordinance and necessary 
measures have been taken to give t lYect to these provisions as early as 
prucJicable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quest ion No. 250A and answers thereto w^ere read 
out yesterday; but in view of the arrangement agreed to at that time, 
/ iupplementary questions may be put agun today. 

Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Yesterday, a number of 
nuppleraentaries was put. Those qu<*.stions together with the answers given 
thereto may be incorporated in todaj’^’s proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The proceedings must be regular. You can put 
aupplementary questions today also. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the prl^b 
of fish has been fixed bevoiul 100 per cent, higher than what it was in July, 
1940 ? 

The Hoti’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

At what percentage I cannot say, but it has gone up substantially. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is he aware that the price of rice is lets 
how than in July, 1943? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIIt: 

Certainly, it is very much less. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Then how is it that the price of fish and 
vegetables has gone up 100 per cent, since 1943? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

etable has not increased, it is onlj^ the fish. 
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Hr* HUMAYUN KABIRs Ib the Hoit'ble Minister mwmm tbal as 
Imported in the Stnfesman of July 29, 1944, the price of vegetables bae 
increased in some cases from 100 to 166 per c^ent. and in no case lesa than 
60 per cent, since July, 1943F 

Tim Hwi’ble Kliaii Batimittr 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAINs 

I do not accept that. 1 have my own figures here. 

Rai KE8HAB CHAMDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Will the Hon*bIe 

Minister be pleased to state whether his attention was drawn to a report 
published in the St/itesman of the 29th July, 1944, in which a table show- 
ing the prices of the different kinds of vegetables in tilie market was given f 
How is it that the prices mentioned tbprein do not tally with the rates 
mentioned in the Ilon’ble Minister’s reply. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H 08 AINI 

I am not responsible for the fignix's quoted in the paper referred to; but, we 
have our figures from our Marketing officers. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Will the llon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state wbetber on a jieru.sal of tJie report puldish<^ 
in the S/aft snian of 29tli Jnl\, he liad ne<*essary <*iu[uirieH uuule in order 
to ascertain what (In* prices act nail \ were^* 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN HO8AIII1 

I did not think it necessary, beeauM* J got my figun‘8 quoted by responsible 
oflBcers. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ: DoC'i the llon’ble Minister vou< hsafe for the 
correctness of tlje figures quoted by himP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AiYED MUAZZAMUODIN H 08 AINt 

As regards the statoinent I cannot say. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Arising out of (7). 

will tlie Tlon’ble Minist<T be pleas<*d (<» sa> whether' the high prices of 
vegetables, h.^h and meal me due to a great extent to tin* siqqdy of these 
articles to meet Army requireinents P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAINfi 

I cannot say that: the Armies are having tindr own supplies arranged bilt 
to what extent of thoir con.sumptnm 1 cannot say. 

Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: If as has already been saitl 
that the figures quoted in the Statesman are not correct, does the Hon’ble 
Minister consider it desirable to contradict them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMU&DIN H 08 AINS 

Every paper can jeiblish anything it likes. I have published my own figures. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Is the Hon’ble Minister aw'are that the 
prevalence of malaria this year is very largely due to devitalisation of people 
owing to lack of proper nutriment? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HO8AIN1 

Evidently, it is so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this lack 
of nutrition is very largely due to the high price of fish, meat and other 
foodstuffs including vegetables all over IkmgalP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A I YE D MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAIN: 

That I < ould not say, because it is only the richer p(*ople who go in for (]h*«o 
costly luxuries now. Tin* jieople who are suffering fratn nntlaija are 
the iroorcr agriculturists who can hardly afford to buy these things. They 
generally live on eial; hhat and wliafever tlmy catch and wtiatovcr they 
can grow. 



Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: WiU the Hdn’ble Miniatet be 
pleased to inform us whether he is aware that the militaiy or the persons 
DrouR:ht here in connection with the war are going to civilian markets and 
purchasing vegetables there? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I am not aware. There may be some purchases made by the military. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased state wliether he has made any inquiry and found out if the 
military have got their own arrangements for the supply of fish? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The military have their own arrangements for the supply of fish. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are they not encroaching in 
any manner upon the civilian supplies? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Tes, to some extent. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that the military 
have got their own scheme for the supply of vegetables? If so, has that 
scheme been brought into operation? / 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The 8(‘li(*me has bt^m brought into operation in Darjeeling, Chittagong and 
other places, 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what quantities of vegetables are produced in Darjeeling, Chittagong and 
such other places? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

These are military secrets. I cannot disclose them. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state to this House at least to what extent the military are 
encroaching ujmn the civilian source of supply in the matter of vegetables? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

We have not taken any siati.stics; nor can any statistics be taken. But it 
is a fact that the military are taking away some of the articles of food which 
are meant for civilian p()j)ulation. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that the military 
contractors are purchasing things in the civilian markets of Calcutta and 
taking tJiem to the military camj)s ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Even if it is a fact, we cannot prevent the military from going into the civil 
markets and purchasing things. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wliat result has been achieved by launching the “Grow More Food 
Campaign” for the last two years? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I cannot give the figures just now. But there has been considerable result. 
For example, but for the aman seed distribution we would not have got e 
bumper crop this year. 

. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Does the Hon’ble Minister intend to increase 
Jhe supply of fish, meat and vegetables by distributing aman seeds? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINI^ 

No, not that. You were asking about the result achieved by the “Grow 
More Food Campaign'*. You wanted, c-vcryihiiig. That is why I said that* 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to 
(b)(it), paragraph (^), namely, that it is further apprehended that as soon 
as prices of vegetables are controlled, they iniiy disappear from the open 
market and may be sold in black maikets or may be by street hawkers 
at higher prices — how does the Hon'ble Minister come to the conclusion 
to that effect? Ts he not aware that a ‘iystem of control so far us rice, 
atta and other edibles arc concerned has been imposed 

, The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

It has been already e^pIained that control coiibl be exercised if a huge staff 
is placed at the disposal of my department for this purpose, but the result 
of that will not be commensurate with the benefits that would ultimately 
accrue to the consumers from that. 

Mauivi MD. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: In (h){i), the Hon'bla 

Minister says that as regards English vegetables, the prices have been 
amicably controlled without resorting tc» Defence of India Rules and the 
system is working fairly satisfactorily. Is it not possible for him to control 
Bengalee vegetables also in this way? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINX 

They are so large in number and they come from so many quarters that 
without entertaining a huge staff it cannot he managed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that the sources 

of tliese vegetable seed.s are other than India? 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINt 

Not all; but most of them. But what has that got to do with this? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has the Goveniment any large 
scale scheme for increasing tihe production of vegetables this year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, Government has taken as a matter of fact 3,000 acres of land on which 
to grow vegetables. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, answer is being 
given to Mr. Hamidul Huq (^howdliury’s question while I am on my legs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But why should you be on your legs th<*n? You 
should wait. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: I caught your eye 
and you called upon me and therefore I put my question. My question is 
this: Is it not a fact that in spite of this huge staff being employed by 
the Department of Civil Supplies Government have not been able to stop 
the surreptitious removal of stocks and black markets? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 
Yes, to a large extent it has been stopped. 


Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAIT: In reply to a supplementary ques- 
tion of Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury the Hon’ble Minister bas said that 
Government has acquired about 3,00ft acres of land for the cultivation of 
vegetables: are we to take it then that the Governineiit i'S going to supp/y 
vegetables to the civil population in future? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAHAMUDDIM HOSAIM* 
Yes, but a major portion of it will go to the military; the 
unless the military is supplied in this way, it will suonlied 

ments of the civil population: that is why they too will have to be supplied 

with them. 
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Khan Sahib WAHIOUZZAMANr How much will the Government of 
Bengal get from the military for supplying out of 3,000 acres that are 
proposed to be acquired? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAfYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The arrangement is that the military will purchase at the cost rate: Govern- 
ment will only supervise; that is all. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the scheme for the produc- 
tion of vegetables for the military a schtune entirely run and organised by 
the military with the assistance of the stalf of the Government of Bengal? 

the Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There are two separate schemes: one is an exclusively military schema 
with which we have no connection: the military have their own supervising 
agency and they are getting their own seeds and they are getting the lands 
cultivated by theinselves, tiiat is, by their own arrangement. We have 
nothing to do with that scheme, except now and then to offer assistance 
and advice, if asked for. There is another scheme according to which if 
Government found that in spite of the military having their own scheme 
Hhey are coming to the civil markets, that is, encroaching on the civilian 
markets, we have decided that we must grow sufficient vegetables for the 
military so that they may no longer encroach on the civilian markets. 
That is the scheme about which I was speaking. We have got about 3,000 
acres of land which are being cultivated tlirough cultivators the products 
of which will go to the military mainly and the remaining portion will be 
for the use of the civil population. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Arising out of answer 
(iv), the Hon’ble Minister says that the following are the causes “stoppage 
of supply from adjoining provinces owing to embargo placed on experts” 
and so on. Does the Hon’ble. Minister mean to say that vegetables are 
imported from the neighbouring provinces such as Bihar, United Provinces, 
Orissa and Assam? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, potatoes come from Assam and from Bihar and there are other veget- 
ables also which come from Bihar and Assam. I 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he is satisfied tliat after his scheme of the cultivation of 3,000 acres comes 
into operation the military will not encroach u})on the markets of the civil 
population ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think eiicroachineni on the Calcutta market will be very little. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon’blo Minister 
be pleased to state wluit is the net amount of vegetables that is available 
in Calcutta aud Bengal out of which the military necessity is met to what 
extent and what is released to the civil population? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is not possible to say that. 

( Questions over.) 

Point of Information. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, before we take 
tip the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, may I refer to a vital problem 
with which we are confronted 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, if every day this sort of 
things go on, the regular business of the House 

(Interruption from the Opposition Benches.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT* Order, order. What is the problem, Rai Bahadur? 
I do not think it is proper to allow these things to go on every day. Yes- 
terday I allowed! you to mention about milk. If every day you bring in 
a new question you should do it in j proper way. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. yestenlay'i 
proceedings have become null and void and unless 1 mention about the milk 
problem today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Oh, is it alxmt the milk problem? I thought it 'was 
about meat. Yes, please go on. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: What 1 was saying 
is this: before we take up tlie business set down »n the order paper today, 
paay I refer to a vital problem with which we are confrontejl J mean the 

S upply of milk in the mufussil and Calcutta and subuibs in particular. 

'he situation has become almost critical in view of the scarcity of milk* 
Is it due to high death-rate of cattle or to some other causes? Has tha 
Hon’ble Minister made anv enquiry in the mutter and will he make a state* 
pieiit at the earliest possitile opportunity? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

Yes, 1 am prepared to make a statement within a week. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; In this con^le^tion 
1 would request tlie Hon’ble Minister to refer to tlie report published in 
today’s Avinta Bazar Patrika regarding the statement made by 8m. KamalA 
Devi 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Any suggestion or advice that you want to offer, 
you had belter send it personally to the Hon'ble Minister. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Sir, from our side of the Houae 

I object to Rai Bahadur’s suggestion 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 have an adjournment motion 
regarding fish problem and industry. Sir, the zoological s(diolars 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have carefully gone through your 
adjournment motion, Mr. Roy Chowdhury. Although I have some sympathy 
with you, unfortunately 1 cannot give my consent to your adjournment 
motion ^ 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I explain the position? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no use explaining the position to me, because 
I tell you wiiy : your adjournment motion almost amounts to a recominenda- 
tion and is in the nature of a resolution. Your motion raises tw^o issues. 
Firstly, you object to (rovernmerit’s advertising for si^cial officers and you 
suggest the purcha.se of motor launches. These are the two things which 
should exactly be ilm subject-matter of a resolution. Secondly, the subject 
of your motion is a matter which has been undertaken by Government in 
the ordinary course of administration. Lastly, I do not think it is a matter 
of sufficient urgency. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY! Sir, may I be permitted to speak on 
the question of urgency? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ DHOWDHURY: Sir, an atmospluie has been 
created in this House to do all other work or business except the business 
which we are doing. 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, as regards urgency 


Mr. PRESIDENT; May 1 

You put a short notice question 


suggest one thing, Mr. Roy 
regarding this gutter or a m 


Chow'dhuryf 
otion uuder 


section 96 P 
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Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: If the Hon’ble Minister promises to 
answer the short-notice question, then I may give notice- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You better send the short-notice question. I shall 
admit it and shall then make it over to the Hon’ble Minister. What is the 
good of extracting a promise beforehand? 

Sitting hours of the Council. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I wanted to speak about 
the extension of the sitting hours of the Council. This taxation liill is with 
us for a pretty long time and the Ramzan is approaching. The difficulties 
of the honourable members who come from mofussil and who will have to 
fast during the Ramzan will be tremendous. If they stay in Calcutta 
during the fasting period, they will have to suffer great inconvenience with 
regard to food and other things. I am speaking on behalf of myself and 
on behalf of the Muslim members here. Moreover, when the Assembly could 
iit for longer hours, there is no reason why we, a much smaller House, 
could not sit for longer ])eriod. Therelore, w’e should so arrange our 
business that we might be able to finish the Bill before the Ramzan, 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, vesterdav the Chief Minister also 
made the same suggestion that we must finish the Bill before the Ramzan 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not a new^ pr()pf)Hal. When we decided to 
ait 45 minutes more than we were previously sitting, I informed the House 
that if w^e did not make sufficient progress w'ithin a limited pt‘riod of time, 
we migilit have to sit much longer in view of the approaching Ramzan 
month, because maiiv Muslim members would find it extremely difficult to 
atay in Calcutta and discharge their religious duties during the Ramzan, 
So, I would appeal to the good sense of the House to accommodate each other 
and agree to sit longer hours. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN:^ Sir, the Bill might be taken up after 
the Ramzan. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That cannot be done. Legislative business cannot 
be postponed to suit the convenience of certain member.s. So, I suggest 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I submit, Sir, that the Bill is 
making a very good progress 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, not. That is a view with wffiich you 
must agree with me. In fact, we have discussed only half the number of 
amendments in so many days’ time. So, if we go on in this way we shall 
not be able to finish the Bill before the Ramzan which, I believe, will 
commence from' the 20th of this month. (Mr. Hamidut. Huq ('howdhithy: 
Immediately followed by the Puja holidays.) Yes, that is another difficulty. 
Therefore, you must agree to accommodate your colleagues. This is a 
matter in whicli there must be reciprocity* and mutual accommodation; 
otherwise it would be impossible to discharge the duties in this House. In 
the circumstances, I propose 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you decide, may we piake our 
aubmission P 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: The position is that they are 
suggesting that during Ramzan they cannot possibly stay on in Calcutta. 
We know last year the Muslim members attended a very important session 
of the Legislative Assembly during the Ramzan. I cannot understand the 
logic of the members of the other side wffien they say that during Ramzan 
they cannot stay on here in Calcutta. They can ao everything excejit 
coming to the meeting here. Then again, it is a very important measure 
and Government is determined to carry it through and it will be very 
difficult to do the same without the co-operation from every si4e 

■IT Tl, t ..... ia nnettl/tTl 
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Khan Bahaitor NAZIRUDD1N AHMAD: Sir, with ngurd to the dlB- 
culties of Muslim uienibers I appreciate it more than Mr. Hamidul Hu(| 
Chowdhury. ' I think the mofusRil members are more subjected to trouble 
than town members. The convenience (\ilcutta members is allowed to 
dominate over the mofussil members. Mr. Hamidul Hiiq Chowdtiury earns 
a living in Calcutta and it is for their convenience tiiut we have to begin 
work at 2-15 p.m. I suggest that we should begin at 10 or 10-30 a.tn,, 
adjourn for lunch and then begin again and adjourn at 4 or 4-30 p.m. This 
will be highly convenient to mofussil members. 

^ Mr. FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: In reply to what my friend Khan Sahib 
Wahiduzzaman has said, 1 would like to .say, Sir, that it is the grievance 
of the mofussil member.s which has been brought lo your notice unodicfally; 
Ihey liave never been away from their homes for seven montlis at this time 
of tlie year. Having lived for seven months away from bon»e at this 
extraordinary time of hardships and ditliciilties, it is only imlural that the 
mofussil members should feel inclined to go away from Calcutta to perform 
the ensuing Ramzan festival in due manner. It is not the (|uestion of the 
meml>er.s’ doing work during the Ramzan, The circiimstance.s liave totally 
changed and therefore it should be taken notite of us a special east*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay I have Government views on the quesfionP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINr 

It is the Opposition members who are saying that this Bill should not have 
retrospective effect; Imt if the passage of the Bill is delated as now proposed 
by them, the retrospective effect will be for a longer ])eriod. After the 
Bill has been passed, the assent of the Governor will have to be obtained and 
after that, assessment will liave to he made nml the nssessees will have to 
be properly informed. So Government must get sufficient time to maka 
asses.smeiit and to inform the people h(» that they may bi' in a ixisition to 
pay their taxes within the year. In the circumstances, it is absolutely 
necessary that the Bill should Ih' got through as (iuicKly as possible. It 
cannot be postponed till after tihe Ramzan. It must be finished before 
Ramzan. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Laidlaw, may I have your views in the matter? 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Well, Sir, I quite agree that taken as a 
body we have got to do a certain thing, if possible, by a certain time. There 
may be a section that wunts to delay things deliberately. Nevertbeless, 
taking the body of memlx'rs as a whole, public opinion about this House 
must bt? very po'»r, indeed. 1 can safely say that inside the House without 
the risk of being in contempt. The fact remains that tlie House has been 
given a job to do which it is not doing. Now, Sir, there was an opportunity 
yesterday and an example yesterday. Well, it was perfectly possible, I 
think, to smooth over the little mistake which happened; but instead of 
doing that, I conceive the whole two hours' work was washed out for 
nothing at all 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It was the decision of the 
Chair to do so. 


Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: I think it was a recommendation which the 
House could accept or not. Well, my view is that we should (b» our be.sL 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am sorry that Mr. LaiJ- 
law referred to the proceedings of yesterday in that way 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, without referring to what 
Mr. Laidlaw has said you had better give your suggestion, if any. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE s Sir r,-gan} to ‘h® 

waste that has been charged against the members of the Opposition, 1 tliinlt, 
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we are entitled to answer that charge. As regards l^is remark that the 
public has {,fot a poor idea of the business of this House, I must sav that 
fo far as this Bill is concerned it is up to us to explain the matter a little 
piore clearly. 

The existing arrangement, we understood, was going to be adhered to, 
and HO far as the husiness of the House is concerned we have practically 
disposed of about 35 clauses. As a matter of fact, there were some adjoiirn- 
pient motions which we could not help moving, because they were urgent 
matters and you allowed them to he moved in this House. I do not lihink 
any objection can be raised with regard to that matter. There are only about 
20 clauses remaining, and as was pointed out by my friend that when even 
last year business could be carried on during Ramzan^ we do not know why 
business cannot be carried on this year during Ramzan w>ithout increasing th^ 
hours of work to the inconvenience of the members of this House. We will 
ineet the objections of the members of the Government with regard to the 
4irae during the Ramzan. We are willing to accommodate them so far ae 
the period of Ramzan is concerned, if we cannot finish the Bill by the 20th 
of August, but at present, I submit, there is no occasion for discussing this 
matter. Let us proceed with the business for another week and after that 
the question can be raised. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The question that we hiivt* to discuss is 
the duration of tlie sitting. Two arguments have been advanced in order 
to increase hours of sitting. One is that we have had a very long session 
and the other is that the Bill must be finished by a particular date as many 
members of the mofussil desire to go home by that date. Tlie question 
pf Ramzan was brought up but not pressed very much, because as was 
pointed out by Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman from this side of the House, it 
la an obligation on a Mussalman not to allow Ramzan to interfere with his 
normal duties. In fact, it is one of tlie conditions of the fast that the 
person must carry on his normal duties, and if he pleads that on account 
of fasting he has not been able to carry on bis niirmal duties, the merit 
of the fast will not be recognised. This point seems to have been admitted 
By the Khan Sahib (Khan Sahib Faridmblin Ahmad) of tlie other side 
and that is why he did not press this point. He said that tliey w’ould go 
tome and begin a new life; I do not know. Sir. what a new life means 
jfind what he iiieaus to imply thereby. 

There are two other substantial reasons advanced for longer sitting: 
one is that there has been a long session and it is quite natuTal for members 
to desire to go home. The other is that the cither House, namely, the 
Assembly, sits for longer periods. With regard to the first point, it is true 
that we have had a long session but that is jirecisely the reason why hours 
should not be increased. Th(‘ effect thereof is that we are now a tired 

Nouse; every member is tired and the House can be said to liave gone 

stale, having sat for 6 months. Then, again, wdiile dealing with an import- 
ant Bill of this nature, it is not at all desirable to hurry it through. This 

sort of hurry will have an undesirable effect on the Bill as a whole. 

Then, Sir, wfith regard to the point that another place, namely, the 
Assembly, sits for longer hours, I would suggest for your consideration 
this point. Firstly, there are 250 members in that House and its size is 
about five times the size of this House. Therefore, even by the simple rule 
of arithmetic members there have much less time to give to the business 
of the Hoiise than is done here. With a House of 05 memhers, and sitting 
ior two hours, the obligation upon every member is far greater than in a 
House of 250 members. It w’ould not be too much for that House if it sat 
for C hours. I want to draw' your attention to another point, namely, that 
jt is because the other place hurried through the measure that this Bill has 
been found to be so defective. Government them.selves have admitted that 
there are drafting mistakes of a serious nature. The Bill was considered in 
the other House more in passion than in reason. It was hurried through in 
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a manner wluch made it impossible for them to consider the clauses of the 
Bill calmly, I would also mention that you. Sir, have increased the sitting 
hours of this House from two to two iiul tbrec- 4 ]U\rtt‘i s of an hour. 
Previously, this TIouse ba,s iiuletni soj— iimes sat for 1hre{‘ hours but to ask 
the House to sit beyoiul three hour'^ would be to imposo a jtrrt'iit strain; 
especially in view of the fact that all these three hours are taken up in 
Government business. The answering of questions has been cut to tha 
minimum. On most of the days, there are no (juestitnis or if there are any, 
they do not take more than Imlt an hour at the most. If we have a lhr«»e 
hours’ sitting daily, and this lIous«' has .sometime^ done so iti the ]>ast, but 
only on very rare occasions, that is aho\ii the limit whicdi 1 think members 
of this House can be asked to bear. 

As for iny friend, Mr. Laidlaw. I tbiuk he does not mind sittir>g for 
longer hours hoeause his party does not take part in tlu' proei*eding.s or 
deliberations of this House; they do not care to reply to the debate hut they 
come here merely to record their votes. They might ns well take tlieir 
seats somewdiere outside and do their husine.ss and come in only when the 
division hell rings. They should not theielore he considered at all. So 
far as the question of the sitting luuirs of the House is concerned, it is only 
the members on this side of the Htiuse who are concerm*d. It is they who 
*re taking part in the discussiiui and trying to give it a luoper shape. 
<Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury att^Inpted to si>eal<^ Sir. I have ultnoBi 
finished. It is those niemhers of the House who are taking an active and 
creative part in shaping the Hill that are to 1 m' luuird. All others concerned, 
who are ihere for voting only without giving any reason or argument for 
the clauses, they need not he heard. The Kuroju'an group here is a pros- 
perous community; they can send their deputies to do their ousiness for them 
with the assistaTU'c of qualified persons and such persons are not weanling. 
But we have to do both our legislative work and other work by ourselves and 
we have to apjih' our minds to the legislative work as well as to pur own 
work 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any new point, Mr. Chowdhury P 

Mr. HAMIDUi. HUQ CHOWDHURY: May 1 suggest that if the 
Opposition is anxious about discussing the merits of the Bill properly lei 
them sit longer hours. They cannot have it both ways — adjournmeni 
motions and other things and at the same time sit only for the sclieduled 
time 

(Inte?rrupti()ns from the Opposition.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (tnler, order. I have heard you suflicieutly 
Mr. (Tiowdliury. f have listerned to the opinions f»f the TTHunhers helrmging 
to different groups of the House. I think we all agree tliat the Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill being the principal, husines.s, and an imi»ortaut taxation 
measure and as the House has been sitting for nearly s(‘ven inouths, it ^9 
desirable that we should come to a ronclusion of our business. I believe 
ihere is no difference of ojiiiiimi on this point, T think at the same time 
it is desirable that the Ojiposition which i.s trying to im])rove the Bill should 
be given sufficient facilities and opportunities to do so. (loverninenl on the 
other hand are opposing every amendment put forward by the Opposition: 
«o it is their responsibility and they will have to face the Oppfisition. Ai 
the same time, it is the duty of the Chair to see that the business of the 
House proceeds and comes to a conclusion within a reasonable time. We 
cannot go on discussing this Bill for month.s. On this point I appreciate 
what has been said by Mr. Ijaidlaw' about the public opiniorr rod side. \Vo 
are not carrying on the business with sufficient expedition. I Oiink with- 
out curtailing the opportunitie.s that sihould be offered to the Opposif ion, wo 
should atari sitting longer hour.s. My suggo-sfion^ i.s that from nex wee 
we sit up to 7 o’clock 

Khan Sahib Maumi WAHIOUZZAMAMj Sir, cannot sit up to 
7 o’clock. 
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Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, we cannot agree So 

longer hours. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. This I do specially in view of the 

fact that Ramzan is approaching 

(Interruptions from the Opposition.) 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, you are inviting 

obstruction 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHiOUZZAMAN: The Bill may go on till after 

the Ramzan^ but we cannot sit longer hours 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, you did not hear the opinion of the 
Congress group at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you anything to say? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Y es, but I was not given an opportunity. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why did you not rise in time.^ I have given my 
suggestion to sit upto 7 o’clock. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I also to say 

flomething in reply to what Mr. Laidlaw said about public opinion outside 
and about the business of the House, but you gave your decision without 
allowing me to have my say (interruptions from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I asked all the leaders of groups to 
epeak 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of privilege of 

the House, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is 3 ^our point of privilege? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The point of privilege is 
that I wanted to speak in reply to Mr. Laidlaw’s remarks about the manner 
in which the business of the House is going on and the opinion thereon of 
the public outside, and this privilege was not given to me and I was 
throttled in tin’s way. You did not allow me to have my say and you gave 
your ruling on the point without hearing us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid jou have misunderstood me. Have I 
referred to Mr, Laidlaw’s proposition? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIOUZZAMAN: Yes, Sir, you did make a 

reference to what Mr, Laidlaw said 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir, you did refer to 
it: I say you did. liet the shorthand notes taken down by the official 
reporters be read out 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Well, the public outside has a right to judge 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we are representatives of the pubr 
lie. We represent the public in this House and we know that the public 
have no such idea as Mr. Laidlaw has said and I think he has nothing to 
do with that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am very sorry. 'V\Tjat I meant was that the 
public outside has a right to judge what progress we have been making 
with this Bill here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the newspaper reports say that we 
ore making progress -(There was uproar in the House.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, you should not introduce heat in the 
matter. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, her© on this tjid© of the House there 
are Muslim members who do not want to go home during the Ramzan, 
(Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmad: They are not Muslims,; 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, Khan Suhih Fariduddin Ahmad 
aays we are not Muslims. I challenge the statement. H© must withdraw 
it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Sahib, will you please withdraw the state* 
meat? 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 did not say they are not 
Muslims. Mr. Lalii Chandra Das was mispronouncing the word 
"Muslim”. He was saj'ing “Maslim”. So I said they are not Muslim. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please withdraw the statement. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: All right, Sir, 1 withdraw the 
statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the mofussil members want to go 
home but they have* already gone lioiiic <5 times. There were six long 
adjournments. It is not a continuous sitting for six months. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: However, we must sit longer hours. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We are not going to sit longer. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, don’t you realise 1h>w diHicuU it 
would be for us to stay here from 2 to 7 p.m. and make speeches? 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, tlieir duty is to (‘ome her© 
and utter nonsense. 

(At this tJiere was trenmndous uproar in the House. Opposition 
members took oh.j(‘ctinn to this word "nonsense”.) 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, he must withdraw the w'ord. 
He lias no riplit to s;iv .tliat. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We strongly protest against this word. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRXvERTI: Sir, ho should withdraw 
the word at once. 

. Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: It is very bad indeed. Ho 
should not say that. He mu.st withdraw it. 

(Cries of “withdraw", “withdraw” and “get ouC’ from the Opposition 
Benches.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, you must withdraw 
the word at once. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, they should first withdraw 
the words that we come here and only vote. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, the other side is only 
carrying out the mandates of the Government as servants. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That is all right. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Huq Chowdhury, you must not use the word 
"nonsense”. ,lt is the privilege of the Opposition to criticise the Govern- 
ment. It is their duty. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, has he withdrawn the word? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I am not going to withdraw 

the word undess they withdraw the words that we come hero only to vo o. 



Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, in the interest of peao^ and d^hitj 
dt the House you should withdraw the word. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: All right, Sir, I withdrlri^ H 

bn the ground that they withdraw theirs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That may he taken as withdrawn. 

Now, let us proceed with the business of the House. 

Kfian Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, what about the sitting hou^? 
Mr. PRESIDENT; I accept Khan Bahadur Naziniddin Ahihnd^ 
knggestion and let there be a compromise that we sit up to 6 o’dook. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax BilIp 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 36 stand part of the Bill. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 3G of the Bill, for the words “objects to** in line 1, the 
words “disagrees with” be substituted. 

I submit, Sir, that the words “objects to’* are inappropiiate to the text 
and the words “disagrees with” would be better. I hope the Hon’blb 
Minister will accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 36 of the Bill, for the words “objects to’* in line 1, the words “dis* 
agrees with” be substituted. 

The Hon’bic Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I think the word as appears in the Bill is more appropriate. The words 
“objects to” are in accordance with the Income-tax Act. Here the Com- 
missioner of Agricultural Income-tax is a party and not an appellate court. 
Just as an assessee has got the right to object and not to disagree, so the 
Commissioner of Tncoine-tax has the right to disagree. The phrase as it 
stands IS more appropriate. 

The question before the House is: that in sub-clause (2) of clause 36 
of the Bill, for the words “objects to” in line 1, the words “disagrees with'* 
be substituted. 

, The motion was being put, a di^sion was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYES— IS. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

: Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

< Mr. B. C. Mukhtrjaa. 

Mr. R Pal Chaudhuri. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. BIran Roy. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8. N. Banyal. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlduzzanian. 


Khan Bahadur Nazimuddin Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banorji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravartf. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. dan. 
Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabfr. 


NOES— 13. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

'Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

.Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

^lir. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemail Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibuila Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. I^RESIDENT: Order order, 
being — 18, and the “Noes** being — J 


Mr. D J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozarlb. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosabi. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Khan Bahib Bubidall MollaK. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Battar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


The House has divided. The **Ayes'* 
I, the amendment is negatived. 



Aaaicwjb’nmAt, nrct^-Tjix rhA; l*il 

Khan Sahadur NAZIRUOOIN AHMAOt May I riae 6n a iWint 

|)tivilege of the House, Sir? 

Ufa PRESIDENTS Yea, wha’t is it about? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It is about the econoinisia# 
of our time. I propose that yesterday’^ business need not be repeated. I 
have authority to show that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think there can be any discussion as to 
this, Khan Bahadur. Yesterday decision was the unanimous decision of 
the House, and I am not prepared to re-open it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 d(» not mean to re-opoA 
it. I would only refer you to section GO (.’i) of the (Government of Indih 
Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are referring to seetion (»(} (.V» of the (lovern- 
tnent of India Act, Btdo. I know that. Khan Bahadur. But we must |?t> 
by the rules of (his House; we cannot fr.anie rules and at the same timb 
not abide by them. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That \^ou)d save a lot of 
time, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I k now that seetion very well. But unfortunately 
there is some ainount of anomaly between our rules and this seetion. St> 
long as tlie rules are there, we mu.st follow them. So you need not discu^ 
that point again. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 4 ) 
of clause 80 of the Bill, for the word “twenty-five" in line 4, the word 
“ten” be substituted. 

Sir, sub-section (•/) of elauso 30 runs thus: “An appeal to the Appellate 
Tribunal shall be in the prescribed form and shall be verified in the pro- 
Bcribed manner, and shall, except in the ease of an appeal referred to in 
sub-section (2) be a<'companied by a fet* of twenty-five rupees." 

Now, iny amendment aims at reducing that amount from Hs. 25 to 
Rs. 10. Rupees 25 seems to me to be too bign an ainount to be imposed for 
filing any appeal. It i.s prohibitive or rather exorbitant and therefore 
harsh and unconscionable. Section 34(7) proviso says: "provided that 
DO appeal shall lie against an order under sub-section (7) of section 45 
unless the agricultural income-tax has been paid." The condition pre- 
cedent to the filing\o{ an appeal against the tax imposed upon an asseHsee 
is that he must pay the whole amount of the agricultural income-tax before 
the appeal can be fiied and after that again to ask him to pay on his memo- 
randum of appeal a court-fee of Rs. 25 seems to me to be too heavy and 
this amount therefore should be reduced to Rs. 10. With these words; I 
move my amendment, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment! moved: 

That in sub-clause (4) of clause 30 of the Bill, for the word * ‘twenty-five'^ 
In line 4, the word "ten" be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I rise to support the 
amendment mpved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I would 
like to point out that the right of appeal has been given to an 
ossossee under sub-clause (7) and the prescribed fee is Rs. 25. If 
we now refer to the schedule itself and consider the schedule and th<» 
amount of the lax that is levied on individuals, we will find that on the 
first Rs. 3,500. there is no agricultural income-tax to be levied. A man 
having ap agricultural income of Ka. »5 000 and no other income wu J ave 



4o be taxed on the basis of Ea. 1,500 as the amonnt on which the tax ia^ to 
Im assessed. I have calculated the figure for Ks. 1,500 at the rate of nine 
pies in the rupee, and it comes to about Rs. 24. I speak subject to co^ec- 
tion, but the figure comes to about Rs. 24. Suppose, these small agricul- 
turists, who are not liable to be taxed for some reason or other are assessed 
by the agricultural income-tax officer, want to get exemption of the 
assessment of Rs. 24. The clause provides that he must pay a fee of 
Rs. 25 on the memorandum of appeal before his appeal is to bejheard. I 
do not think a more absurd proposition has ever been mooted on the floor 
of this House so far as agricultural income-tax is concerned. 1 would 
remind the Ilon’ble Leader of the House, who has now practically taken 
charge of the Bill, to remember that we are now considering the case of the 
agricultural population of Bengal with an income of over Rs. 1,500. If the 
income is Rs. 1,600, then he will be liable to pay as income-tax the sum 
of R.s. 100 and for that he has to pay a fee of Rs. 25 for memorandum of 
appeal. The Leader of the House will, I am sure, take recourse to the 
Indian Income-tax Act and say that as in the Indian Income-tax Act the 
minimum fee is R.s. 100, he finds justification in providing for this small 
aurn of Rs. 25 for the agricultural population of Bengal as the amount 
which the assessee has to pay for his memorandum of appeal. I would only 
refer the Leader of the House to his own statement mane in the Floud Com- 
mission Report with regard to the condition of the agricultural population 
of Bengal. I would request him to look up the Report once again and 
consider what he said then. I do not know whether he has changed his 
mind now and has got some inflated idea of the conditions of the agricul- 
lurists of Bengal. The Leader of the House should consider the fact that so 
far as the tax assessed under the Indian Income-tax Act is concerned, the 
people pay tbis tax on their earning and sometimes on their income over 
and above the income which most, people have from agriculture proper — the 
landed properties. Therefore, any provision with regard to the appeal there 
may not be a hardship to the people concerned. Herq we are concerned 
with the agricultural population. These people hardly have enough money 
left after meeting their requirements to pay the tax even. So it is very 
difficult for them to pay any extra sum. As a matter of fact, these people 
who are liable to be faxed — they ought to be given more facilities for proving 
their case. I am only pleading for the poorer classes of'the people and not 
the richer classes who can pay Rs. 25 and more than that. If you lay down 
a graduated scale of fees, we have no objection. With these w'ords, I 
support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H03AIN: 

“Sir, the corresponding fee for filing appeal under tlio Indian Income-tax 
Act is Rs. 100. But here it is only Rs. 25. My honourabjie friend 
Mr. Mukherji refers to the Floud Commission Report, /but he forgets that 
our recommendation tliere was assessment on incomes of Rs. 1,000 and 
above: here it is Rs. 3,500 and by tliis not even one per cent, of the agricul- 
turists will bo touched. It is only the richer agriculturists who will be 
touched and they can well afford to deposit Rs. 25 to file an appeal. 

With these few words, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause ( 4 ) of clause 36 of the Bill, for the word “twenty -five** in line 4, 
the word “ten** be~8ubstituted. 

The motion being put, a Division tvas challenged. 

(While the Division bell was ringing.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I draw your attention to the 
canvassing done by the Hon*ble the Agriculture Minister in the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There should be no canvassing in the House. 
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Khan Baliatfur Nailniiidln Alunad. 

Rai Bahadur K. c. Banarji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. K. Alam Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

AihadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 


Khan Bahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. Ahmad. 

Khan 8ahlb N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Azix. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Choardhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibutlah Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: onl 

**Ayes” being — 19, and “Noes” beii 


Mr. H. D. Moiumdar* 

Mr N. N.^Mookarll. 

Mf. B. C. Mtiharji. 

Mr. R. Fal Chaudhuri. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Blren Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahidutaaman. 


~^ 13 . 

Mr. o. J. Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D’Rctario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Hon. Khan Bahadur 8. M. Noatatn. 
Mr. L. Hotsain. 

Mr. Mohamad Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subtdati Mollah. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 


•r. The Iloiiwe bus ilivided. The 
ig — 23, t.h(* uniendnient is negatived. 


(la use 3(j . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlio (question before the House is: that clause 30 
stand part of the Hill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 37 . 


Mr. PRESIDENT: (1 iuiso '17 slauil pari of the Bill. 

Mr. LALiT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in ftul:)-clauR6 
(3) of clause a7 of tlie Hill, for the word “twenty-five” in line 2, the word 
“ten” be substituted. 

Sir, this clause 37 of the Hill <leals with the power of revision by Com- 
missioner. Sir, sub-clausc of tins <*luusc runs as follows: ‘ Every 
application by an asse.ssee under sub-section (2) shall be accompanied by 
V. fee of iwcnty-five Sir, I want that in the case of a revision 

petition the fe<* of *S. ,2o should lie reduced to Hs. 10. My friend, the 
Leader of the House, was telling us that it would not affect the poorer 
agriculturists at all. Hut aft<*r all it will affect the agriculturists who shall 
have to pay income-tax. Ihissibly, he has forgotten what 1 said in connec- 
tion with my previous amendment relating to clause 3B. There is a condi- 
tion precedent to an appeal and that condition precedent is that agricultural 
income-tax has got to be paid down in full. When that has been provided 
for and when tht‘ money that the assessee w'ill have to pay is in the Govern- 
ment Treasury already, why should Government he at all harsh in imposing 
a restraint upon the rights of the parties to go to the Appellate Court or 
to ask for revision by the Commissioner. It is a prohibitive fee and so 
this fee of Rs, 25 should be reduced to Rs. 10. With these w'ords, I move 
my amendment. 


Mr, PRESIDENT* Amendment moved: that in sub-clause (3) of clause 
37 of the Bill, for the word “tw'enty-five” in line 2, the word ten a 
euhstituted . 


Mr. eANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. 

Amendment that has been moved by mjy friend Mr, Das. 

1S6 


I rise to mpport tha 
I Uil to MO, Sir, 
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why this heavy Bum of Its. 25 has been provided for a revision application 
by an assessee before the ^CommisHioner. I think the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House knows that even the High Court demands Rs. 10 lor a revi- 
sion application in cases in which the valuation is above Rs. 1,000 and 
in cases in which the valuation of the property is below Rs. 1,000 the High. 
Court demands only a fee of Rs. 5. 1 find the Leader of the House 

raises the status of the Commissioner of Income-tax to more than the status 
of a High Coijrt Judge by demanding Rs. 25 as fee for a revision applica- 
tion to be filed before the Commissioner for the purpose of revising the 
decision of the Appellate Tribunal. As a matter of tact, possibly the Leader 
of the House wanted that through <he agric ultural income-tax he not only 
-should realise money in the sliape of income-tax but also a large sum in the 
shape o# court-fees on meinoianduin of appeal and also on revision petition. 
This is an additional burden which is going to be levied upon the poor 
assessee. In connection with an earlier amendment under clause 30 he said 
that he was not going to hit the poorer section of the agriculturists. I do 
not know what his idea is with regard to the poorer section. We are not 
dealing with the poorer section. We are dealing here with the middle-class 
neople and my submission is that it is the middle-class people who will be 
Lard hit by the provision of the Income-tax Act when we know the methods 
which have been indicated in the Bill with regard to the assessment of the 
tax. There is sure to he a large number of cases because in the first 
instance agricultural officers will liave to — I am not dealing with tlie land- 
lords who nave got income in money value but I am dealing with the lower 
middle class agriculturists who have got to depend on their produce. Now, 
Sir, various systems have beem indicated in the clauses of the Bill to 
ascertain the amount of produce and the value of the produce and other 
methods for the purpose of arriving at a pro])cr figure with re.'rard to the 
income of a person. I think it w’ould be found that most of them are 
defective and a large number of cases are sure to crop up witli regard to 
assessment of these lower middle class people who are agriculturists and 
who depend upon tlie produce of their land. As a matter of fact, we have 
heard Ihe Honourable tlie Leader of tlie House wdio is in cliarge of the 
Agriculture Department tliat even with tlie liiige Government machinerv in 
hand they have not been able to ascertain tbe correct figure with legard to 
the produce in this jirovince. He ha.s got to incur expenditure for a large 
staff for the purpose and the Government of India lias imposed n duty on 
this Government in older that tlie prodiues of the province might be deter- 
mined more correctly and more accurately. In reply to a question which 
I put on the floor of tlie House tlie Agriculture Minister liad to say that he 
has not been able to determine ihe produce of tlie province with reference 
to the yield of each higha of land and with regard to tlie classes of land. 
The estimate they have produced is mere guess work and I suppose this 
guess work is going to be followed in tJie Assessment Department as w^ell 
niKi followed w'ifh vengeance. In order that the officers concerned might 
be able to show that tliey liave l>een able to assess a large amount of agricul- 
tural income-tax, there will be competition amongst the agricultuTnl income- 
tax officers to net a large number of assessecs. It is these middle class 
people who will need relief and w'ill have to come to the Commissioner and 
ihe Appellate Tribunal ; sometimes we get relief on.l}^ wlien the revisionnry 
nutliority is approaehed. Sometimes we do not get any relief from the 
appellate officers while Tribunals, who are above the atmosphere of the 
Assessment Department, sometimes consider the objections more favour- 
ably and reduce tbe tax. If you demand Rs. 25 for tbe appellate court 
and another Rs. 25 for the revisional court, it means that so far the people 
^oing to be taxed from Rs. 25 to Rs. 75 or more and they will not 
therefore go to the appellate eourt. For w^ho will throw away good money 
after bad on the off-chance of getting relief from the appellate or revisionary 
officer P It means surely that you are going to close the door to appeal or 
revision and compel them to pay an assessment of Rs. 25 or Rs. 75 without 
any chance of obtaining any relief of tbei^ grievance by way of revision. In 
this view, I support the ain^pduient. 
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Khan Bahadur NAZiRUDDiN AHMAD: Sir, I rise to support the 

amendment. The question is whether you should put a higher fee or a 
smaler fee for a revision to Commissioner. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill says that in the Indian Income-tax Act the fee is Rs. 100. 
The analogy is not quite apt, because under the Indian Income-tax Act 
the man aSected earns lakhs and lakhs and even crorea of rupees. So in his 
case tlie fee of Rs. 100 is noth Here we are dealing with the 

poorer section of the agricultural population and in my opinion the 
best fee would have Htecn a graduated scale depending >|)n the amount 
of assessment which is under objection. That wouhf^have been more 
equitable; but, in the absence of tliat, we should prescribe a moderate 
fee. With regard to the richer classes, I have nothing to say, but with 
regard to men of moderate means, who will bo affected by this provision, 
the condition of payment of a higher fee would be a hardship. In fact, 
the effect of the rejection of this amendment would be to make justice a 
costly affair. I think Rs. 10 would be a reasonable sum. The question 
is: whether you are going to give justice to all. As it is a new tax, which 
requires adjustment ol one’s income so far as the middle classes are con- 
cerned, I think a fee of Rs. 10 is sufficient. This taxation Bill is the thin 
end of the wedge, 1 do not tliink tliat the rate ot tax which has been 
provided will be the limit. This fee has been prescribed in anticipation 
of a higher tux in the future. In the early stages, there will be many 
revisions to settle difficult or doubtful points and the rate should therefore 
be lower. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, this is nothing new. Evt‘n in the Indian Jncomc-tax Ait Rs. 2b has 
been fixed as the deposit money necessary for a revision application. The 
analogy of the High Court doe.s not liold good. Agricultural im:ome-tax 
is a sort of income-tax and so the analogy of the Income-tax Act should 
apply here and not of High Court. As regards the point that it will be 
ditticiilt for the poorer people to j)uy the lee, I have already said that 
this Bill does not at all touch the poorer agriculturists. -As a matter of 
fact, owners of lands up to 100 bighas have been exempted. No enquiry 
will be made in regard to them. Only the richer agriculturists, whose 
number will be not even 1 per cent., will be taxed. 1 do not understand 
why the Opposition always brings in this question of poor agriculturists. 

With these few words, 1 beg to oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: 

That in sub-clause (J) of clau.se 37 of the Bill, for the word *‘twenty- 
five” in line 2, the word “ten” be substituted. 

The motion being put, a Division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES— 20. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. «lan. 
Mr. H. Kabtr. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 


Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mookerii. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Choudhury. 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

Khan 8ahlb Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 23. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 
Mr. M. Ahmod. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amfn. 


Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhun^. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 



Mr. Mohd. HaiMliulta ChowHhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clark*. 

Mr. O. «l. Cohan. 

Mrt. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotaln. 
Mr. L. Hoaialn. 


Mr. Mohamad Hoataifi. 

Mr. W. B. Q. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidall Mollah. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamauzzoha. 
Mr. J. W. R. Stavan. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The House has divided. The 
**Ayes’’ being 20, and the ‘'Noes'’ 23, the amendment is negatived. ^ 

Mr. PRESIdENT: The question before the House is that clause 37 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 38. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 38 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I beg to move : That in sub-clause 38 
of the Bill, for the words “fopr years” wherever they occur, the words 
“three years” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause 38 of the 
Bill, for the words “four years” wherever they occur, the words “three 
years” be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, a similar amendment stands in my 
name — amendment No. 298. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can speak on this amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is a different clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you propose to speak on this? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The period allotted in section 34 of the Indian Income-tax Act is one year; 
but in this Bill the time 'allotted is four years. It has been deliberately 
done. There is no reason to reduce it further. I oppo.se the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que.stion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(i) of clau.se 38 of the Bill, for the words “four years” wherever they occur, 
the words “throe years” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
Bub-clause (2) of clause 38 of the Bill, the words “of this section” in line 
2 be deleted. 

Sir, this is a drafting amendment, and so obviously fair that it should 
be accepted at once. By the Bengal General Clauses Act, certain conventions 
have been established. The expression used in the context is “sub-section 
(i) of this section”. The words “of this section” are redundant and un- 
necessary, Under the Bengal General Clauses Act, section 3, sub-section 
(43), “sub-section (7)” means “sub-section {1) of this section”. The 
conventions of the ^ngal General Clauses Act nas been followed throughout 
except at this x^l^'ce. These words are not necessary and they should be 
eliminated. Otherwise, there will be no use in passing a General Clauses 
Act like this. The Bengal General Clauses Act is on line with the Indian 
General Clauses Act and also the Interpretation Act which is the correspond- 
ing Act in the United Kingdom. With these words, I submit my 
amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clauBe (2) of clause 38 of the Bill, the words “of this section’^ in line 2 
be deleted. 

Th# Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAINs 

The amendment will make the Act more misleadiiijj, beeause there is another 
reference in the same section to sectton 25 just before it. If sub-section 
(i) of this section is not definitely Btated, it may be taken to be sub-section 
(7) of section 25. '■So in order to make that clear and set the matter at 
rest, I think they should stand. 1 oppose tlie amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clause (2) of clause 38 of the Bill, the words “of this section’* 
in line 2 be deleted. 

(The amendment was neg-atived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 38 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clauxe 39. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 39 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I bog to move that in sub-clause 
(i) of clause 39 of the Bill, for the word “four” wlicrcver it occurs, the 
word “three” be substituted. 

Sir, when I I•o^e last time 1 ma<l(‘ a mistake. M\ friend Mr. Haridas 
Majumdar’s amendment related to fdausc 3<S of the Bill and it was in 
connection Muth income escaj^ing asM<'ssment. But my present amendment 
relates to clause 39 of the Bill and it relat<‘s to rectiticat ion of a mistake. 
Section 39 of the Bill lays down that “the ('ommissioner may at any time 
within four years from the date of any onlcr ])asHed by him in revision 
under section 37, the Appellate Tribunal or the Assistant CoTnniissioner 
may, at any time within four years from tlie date of any order passed by it 
or him on appeal and the Agricultural Income-tax Ofiicer may, at any time 
w'ithin four years from the date of any assessment order or refund order 
passed by him, on his own motion rectify any mistake apparent from the 
record of the revision, appeal, assessment or refund, as the case may be, and 
within the like period rectify any such mistake which has been brought to 
his notice by an assessee.” 

I want that this period of four years be r(‘diu*.ed to three years for the 
rectification of the mistake. Four years secuns to me too long a time. It 
has, besides, its own dangers also. It lays down that even if within these 
four years something happens, the Commissioner or the Assistant Gommia- 
sioner may revise and increase the assessment or reduce the assessment of 
the assessee. The period seems to me too long and therefore it should be 
reduced at least to three years and whatever mistake may be made it should 
be corrected and set right within three years. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (7) of 
clause 39 of the Bill, for the word “four” wherever it occurs, the word 
“three years*’ be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I rise to support the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Laiit Chandra Has. I think it is a 
very reasonable amendment and it should be accepted by the House. P'our 
years is a long time from the judgment of the Commissioner nr the Appel- 
late Tribunal and the time should he accordingly reduced to three years 
as proposed in the amendment. In respect of clause 38 a similar amendment 
had been negatived but that was an altogether different clause and this 
clause stands on another footing. Therefore, I submit that the period of 
four years should be reduced to three years. 



The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINs 

The period of four j^ears is allowed for the rectification of errors in the 
Indian Income-tax Act and this Bill because it is a taxation measure follows 
the Indian Income-tax Act. So I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (/) of clause 39 of the Bill, for the word “four'' wherever it occurs 
the word “three” be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

(Before the members went to (heir respective lobbies.) 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, before we go to record 
our votes, I may bring to jour notice that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
detained Hai Bahadur Eadhika Bhusan Roy. Will you kindly make 
enquiries as to whether he is being detained by the Chief Minister or not — 

Mr, ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: No, Sir. that is not correct. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, the Chair has nothing to do with it. 


AYES- 20. 


Khan Bahadur Na;Eirudd*n Ahmad. 
Rai Bahaduur K. C. BanerJI, 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipurla. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. Kal)ir. 


Ral Bahadur B. Ml Maltra. 

Mr. H. D. Mozumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mookerjt. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. K. n. t:c» Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8. N. 8anyaf. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman 


NOES— 23. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzema*! Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibulia Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 


Mr. D. J. Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D. Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. K-osaln. 
Mr. L. Hos-sain. 

Mr. Mohammed Mncrjiin. 

Mr. w. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Moilah. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. battar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes” being 20, and the “Noes” 23, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 39 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 40. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 40 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 41. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Clause 41 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, I beg to move: That in clause 41 
of the Bill, the words “The Agricultural Income-tax Officer,” in lines 1 
and 12 be deleted. 
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Sir, if clause 41, as it now stands, is allowed to remain, the Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Officer shall have the same powers as are vested in a court 
under the Code of Civil Procedure and all proceedings started before them 
shall be judicial proceedings. But, Sir, I think that in ail fairness the 
Agricultural Income-tax Officers should under no circinnsiances exercise 
any judicial power. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister after his ronveraiou 
to the new faith is gjoing to embody in this Act a principle against which 
the country is fighting for generations. Sir, we are agitating and very 
rightly agitating to change the practice, which has prevailed hitherto, of 
the Executive Officers sitting as Judges, as in most cases the police or 
the executive is the prosecutor. In this Act the Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer shall be the cliief executive officer performing multifarious duties. 
People of this country will have no faith in the iusticc administered by 
such an officer. Therefore, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mft PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in claus^ 41 of the Bill, 
the words “The Agricultural Income-tax Officer”, in lines 1 and 12 be 
deleted. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: T rise to support the 
amendment that has been moved by Mr. Amulvadhoiie Roy. If we look, 
Sir, to clause 41, we find it says: “The Agricultural Tn('nmr-1ax Officer, 
the Assistant Commissioner and the Appellate Tribunal sliall, for the purposes 
of this Chapter, and the Commissioner shall, for the purposes ot section 
37, have the same power ns are vested in a Court under the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 190«S, when trying a ‘^uit in r(*spcct of the following mutters:” 
Now, so far as the Agricultural Income-tax Officer is concerned, the autho- 
rities which are vested in him are mentioned. We have got tlic Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Officer defined in the fir.st instance in section 21. Now 
if we look to section 21 we find “I'liere shall be tlie following classes of 
agricultural income-tax authorities for the purposes of this Act”, and 
there we do not find any officer of the name of Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer. We wanted to remove this defect bv moving an amendment in 
the first instance to sub-clause (2) of section 21 of the Bill. That amend- 
ment was not accepted. There we pointed nut that in (dause 2 you men- 
tioned certain officers wdio are not mentioned in clause 21. In 21 we find 
no officer. It is a Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officer that is men- 
tioned. Here in clause 41 we find Agricultural Income-tax Officer. TTnlesa 
we delete this clause here and take away the power which was vested in 
him, there wull be some coiiflict so far as sub-clause (2) of sections 41 and 
21 of the Bill is (‘oucerned ; because it is very difficult to know who are 
the officers mentioned therein. 


Now look to clause 21. There we find “There shall be the following 
classes of Agricultural Income-tax authorities for the purposes of this Act, 
namely : — 


(a) the Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax, Bengal; 

(h) the Assistant Commisisoner of Agricultural Income-tax, Bengal; 
(c) Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officers.” 

You do not get Agricultural Income-tax Officer in clause 21. Now in 
clause 41 the Agricultural Income-tax Officer becomes a Court and is vested 
with powers. What will he do? Where is that authoritv? He has been 
defined no doubt in clause 2, but we find none in clause 21. In clause 4J 
we find the Agricultural Income-tax Officer vested with certain pow-ers. 
Therefore, it is nece.ssary that the words “The Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer” be deleted altogether. 

There are other objections to which the mover has 
and I need not repeat them. But I may point out the anoma i 
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varioufl clauses which we notice in the Bill and we hope that the Leader 
of the House will consider them as reasonable so that the BilU might emerge 
in a perfect shape from this House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIM' HOSAINs 

It follows exactly the provisions of section 37 of the Indian Income-tax 
Act. The same powers are given to the Income-tax Officer under the 
Indian Income-tax Act. We do not see why this poiver should not be 
given to the Agricultural Income-tax Officer. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House ia: 
that in clause 41 of the Bill, the words “The Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer”, in lines 1 and 12 be deleted. 


The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with tha 
following result : — 


AYES— 20. 


Khan Bahadur Nailruddin Ahmad. 

Ral Bahadur K. C.^Banerji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chdwdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. Kabir. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. MookerJI. 

Mr. B. C. MukherJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 23. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibuliah Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 


Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Ho.i’bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotaln. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr, Mohamed Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Moilah. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. TJie House has divided. The 
“Ayes” being 20, and the “Noes” 23, the amendment is negatived. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been brought to the notice of the Chair 
by the officer in charge, of the lobhv that during the last divison 
Mr. Hamidul Huq (Chowdhury went out of the lobby and came back and 
then recorded his vote. Is it not a feat, Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury that 
you did so? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir, it is so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That was irregular. Therefore, his vote cannot be 
counted and is cancelled. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: In respect of which division, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In respect of the division just preceding this. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What would then be the result of the 
voting ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The voting on thaf division was “Ayes” 20, and 
“Noes” 23. Therefore, the revised result is “Ayes” 20, “Noes” 22. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in danse 
41 of the Bill, for the word “power” in line 4, the word “powers’* be 
substituted. 
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Sir, in this clause 41, the Commissioner and other otiicers, namely, the 
Assistant Commissioner and others have been given the powers of a civil 
court, to enforce the attendance of any person and examining him on 
oath or affirmation, compelling the jjroduction of documents and issuing 
commissions for the examination of witnesses, etc. 8o the correct word 
should be “powers”. The Civil Courts have a variety of powers and these 
various powers have been conferred upon these officers. As various pow*ers 
are meant, the word should be in the plural number. AVithout the amend- 
ment the passage reads as follows: “the Agricultural Income-tax Officer,* 
the Assistant Commissioner and the Appellate Tribunal shall for the purpose 
of this Chapter, and the Commissioner shall, for the purposes of section 
37, have the same power as are vested in a Court under the Code of Civil 
Procedure.” With the amendment , it will read like this “these officers 
ehall, have the same 'powers' as are vested in the Civil Courts, etc.” I 
think this is the stock expression used in similar cases. If it is only one 
power it should be in the singular number; but when several powers are 
meant it should be in the plural number. This is a simple question of 
grammar. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will accept the. ameiuhmMit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 11 of the Bill, 
for the word “power” in line 4, the word “powers” he substituted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I do not know what to 
speak on this amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then why did you get u]) to speiiky 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, we h:i\r icadu 1 a stage 
where the number is 304 and 1 have been trying 1o analyse out of these 
304 aniendnouits how many are in connection wiili making singular a 
plural and a i)lural singular, h(>w many are relating to (‘onnnas instead 
of semi-colon and putting c*onnna where tliere is none. I have not hecui 
able, in niy etl'ort to tind out the exact number. In any ease my fricuid 
Khan liaiindur Naziruddin is very i)ainstakiug and he is doing a good 
deal of work in the L(‘gislature and helping in the legislation whi(‘b is 
going to benefit the GO millions of llis Majesty’s .subjects: he never allows 
an opportunity to slip wherein he can make some improvement. Unfor- 
tunately, owing to ignorance of tlie language in which these legislations are 
drafted we find it often difficult, sometimes almost impossible, to follow 
the arguments which niy friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahnmd 
advances. We have had the history of a comma already. We had the 
other day a comma which by accident is bound to create not only a legis- 
lative but also a judicial history, as we have been just now told tliat the 
judgment delivered ovqr a point of similar nature is that Mr. Justice 
Ormond found it too difficult a proposition to discuss and to understand and 
explain 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chowdhury you should confine your remarks 
to the amendment before the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the amendment is of a 
technical nature and I am trying to show how these technical defects that 
are raised in this House lead us to the next door, the High Court in which 
Mr. Justice Ormond found it difficult and could not disentangle tfie situation 
that has been created by my honourable friend Khan Baliadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad’s Herculean effort in introducing a comma into a liCgislation involv- 
ing, Sir, (Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman : Speak in English) J am reminded 
by my friend Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman to speak in Pfnglisli. I have at 
the outset pleaded ignorance of the English language and I have an imper- 
fect knowledge of that language so that my speech, if you call it a sjx'ech at 
all, will be full df inaccuracies and mistakes mostly of a grammafieal nature. 
However, as I^was saying. Sir, these difficfilties about these intricate* 
mas, semicolons, singulars and plurals which w'e often feel here Jiave hafflea 

187 
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a Judge of ilie High Court who has said that it was not possible for him to 
f;oine to a decision and therefore he has asked his judgment to be placed 
before the present Acting Chief Justice. The^tefore, Sir, it is not wise or 
prudent for us to neglect the commas and the semi-colons or plurals that are 
introduced in the legislation by my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddih Ahmad. * 

Now, coming to the merits of the case 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, 1 propose that the question be, 
now put. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I submit, Sir, that perhaps 
my friend does not know what are the procedures that are to be followed in 
putting a closure motion. It is one of the most difficult problems that faces 
a Speaker or a President, when he has to put the closure motion. Fii^st of 
all, he has to decide whether the question has been properly discussed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you need refer to that matter. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I am just replying to his 
point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tliough you are not wasting the time of the House, 
you arc on a dangerous ground now. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: All right, Sir, I shall not 
follow their guidance but 1 shall certainly follow yours. Now, Sir, coming 
to the merits of the motion, ho says that in clause 41 for the word “power” — 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: On a ])oint of order, Sir. I submit to 
you for your consideration whether th(‘ members of the (lovernment Benches 
can pursue a ])()licy which baa been very often disapproved by them. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I want to say a few words, 
it is not the privilege of one section of the House to behave in a manner 
which according to tlnun 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 hope evt'ry section of the Ilvuisc will behave 
sensibly ami no section of tlie House sliould take a particular course of 
action wluch may affect th(‘ entire House. You will please confine your 
remarks to the amendment before the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, as Khan Bahadur Nazir- 
uddiii Ahmad has said, the word “power” should be changed and the 
word “powers” should be introduced. His main argument is that as so 
many officers have becni mentioned, nanndy, the Agrieultnral Income-tax 
Officer, the x\ppellate Tribunal, the Commissioner, etc., the word “power” 
cannot be usc(i. Tliis reminds me of a student making an application to the 
I’rincijial of a certain college througli the Viee-Priiieij)al. When the 
api)lieation reached the Vice-Principal he said “Look at the boy, he does 
not know grammar.” Because, although the application has been addressed 
to two i)ers()iis, the word “Sir” is used instead of using the word “Sirs”. 
In the same way, my friend says that when tliere are three officers, the 
word “power” should be used in tl^e plural number. But I submit that 
though it is used in the singular number it should be understood to be in 
the plural number it necessary 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Cbowdhury, I remember that this morning you 
were one of the members on the Government side who complained that 
sufficient progi.vss was not being made with the Bill. But do you realise 
that the speech that you have made so far is far away from the question 
before the House? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, you have certainly heard 
that very objectionable remarks were made by certain members of the 
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Opposition including' Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that wo come to this Houso 
^nly to record our votes and that neither do we participate in the debate 
nor do we follow the precious arguments that ari‘ very often advanced by 
the other side. Therefore, Sir, in order to demonstrate that tliese are very 
unjustifiable remarks I have been ex|riaining for the edification of my friends 
that singular always is included in the plural. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I have very little to say. Singular includes the plural. My honour- 
able friend always invokes the aid of the (General Clauses Act; but if he 
will refer to that Act, he will find it laid down there that tihe singular 
includes the plural. Therefore, 1 oppose the amendnumt. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: the Ifon’ble Minister’s 

attention been drawn to the verb which is “are”y Ilow can a verb be in the 
plural, if its nominative is in the singular ^ The nominative should there- 
fore be in the plural also. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Power may also be used in the plural, just as “t lovt'vnnicnt ” is us(‘d both 
in the singular and the plural. 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before tlu‘ U(»use is that in clause 11 
of the Bill, for the word “power” in lim* 1, the word “powers” b(‘ substi- 
tuted. 


The question being put, a division was chalbniged and taken with tbo 
following result: — 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahbiad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 

Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

Aihadi Khan Bahadur 8. K. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. Kabir. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 


AYES— 21. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

Mr. B. C. Mukheril. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Dr. K. 8. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr, K. C. Roy Chowdhury. ^ 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyai. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 24. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemaii Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibuliah Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, 
“Ayes” being 21, and the “Noes' 


Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattdr. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 

order. The ITouso has divided. Idie 
’ 24, the amendment is negatived. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that cJausc 41 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) ^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-1-'^' on 

Monday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m, on Monday, tho 14th August, 

1944. 
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[10th Aug., 1944.) 


Members absent. 

The following* members were absent from the meeting held on the 10th 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(4) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdul (iofran. 

(G) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(7) Mr, Abdul Latilf. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholaiiabish. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. R. 8. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Mr. B. K. Roy Fhowdhury. 

(13) Dr. K. Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sessioiii 1944— No. 76. 


Tiik CorNciL met in the Le^^islative Chamber of the T/e^ishitive Buildiucr, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 14th August, 1944, at 2-15 p.in., being the 
serenty-sixth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 02 {'J) {a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sincjh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Condolence Resolution. ^ 

The^on’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H03AIN: 

Sir, it was only a week ago that we mourned the loss of one of our valued 
colleagues In this H(mse. It is my melancholy duty to rise todijy again 
for moving another condolence resolution concerning the death of another 
of our valued colleagues in this Council. Sir, it is very regiettahlo that 
within such a short time we should be losing two of our colleagues. But, 
Sir, we have no other alternative but to submit to the will of the Almighty. 

Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdiir Rashid whose death w«* mourn today was 
presiMit in tin; H()u>e even on Tliursday last. He was suddenly taken ill 
and succumbed within a lt‘w hours. Sir, tli(‘ Khan Bahadur was a man of 
enterprising spirit. After graduating, unlike the gcneial run of our 
.\n\nig men, Ik* did not hanker after Government services hut took to tho 
business ot hooksi'ller and puhlislier and within a few years suce'eeded in 
cslahlisiiing the Bengal Moslem Provincial Lihrarv as the premii'r Moslem 
Book-selling and Buhlishing him in Bengal. IIis life sliouhl he an o.xamplo 
to our >ounginen who instead of hankeiing after servi(‘c shouhl t.ike ,to 
business and trade iii larger numlxMS. Sir, he uas a man of t}uii*t natur'*, 
(]uiti‘ unostentatious in his habits. iMay his soul revst in peace*! Sir, I 
now move tli'e (’ondolcnce lesoluiion: This (hiuncil lecoids its s'e’use of 
sorrow at the demise of Khan Ifahadur Kazi Ahdur Rashid, a sitting member 
of the Hf)use who was a man of amiable disposition, great enterprising spirit 
and a self-made man. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: this Council records its sense of 
sorrow’ at the demise of Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid, a sitting member 
of the House who was a man of amiable disposition, great enterprising 
spirit, and a self-made man. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, 1 beg to associate 
myself with the resolution moved today by the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House. Really, Sir, I never imagined that w’e would liave to mourn liie 
lo«s of another friend within such a short time after losing an rioriourable 
colleague of this House only the other day. After all, this is tlie way of 
life w^hich is transitory. What I just now hear of him about his enter- 
prising spirit, I hope all our countrymen, the Bengalis, should follow in 
bis footsteps. May his soul rest in peace! 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Sir, on behalf of myself and also on 
behalf of tlie parly to which T Injure the honour to belong, I desire to asso- 
ciate ourselves wdth the resolution of condolence w'hich lias been movod l)v 
tlie Hon'ble the J>€>:ider of the House. We really never llioughl ih.il 
will have (o mourn the loss of another member of the House yjiliiii so sJiort 
a time as has been pointed out by the Hon’ble Lenrler of tli^* House. We 
desire that our condolence be conveyed to the hercaved famih- a ml T trust 
that \nu will adjourn the House as a mark of respect to tiie memory of the 
deceased. 

188 * 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, on behalf of myself and of the party 
to which I have the honour to belong, I fully associate myself with the 
resolution regarding the death of Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. The 
Khan Bahadur was a self-made man and his example should serve as an 
ideal for our >oung men. With his death an enterprising man has been 
taken away prelnaturely and really it is a pity that in Bengal these people 
who ought to live for at least four score years should die ic^fore achieving 
many of the things which they set their hands to. We sincerely mourn 
the loss of a friend and colleague and I associate myself with the remarks 
which have fallen from the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Sir, for the second time within a short time 
it is my melancholy duty to associate m 3 ' party with the remarks that have 
fallen from the Leader of the House : in this case, in respect of the death 
of Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. We are extremely sorry and we 
extend our condolences to the relatives of the deceased. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, it is really sad to think that Khan J^ahadur 
Kazi Abdur Rashid who was with usV only the other day is no more in our 
midst- Indeed inscrutable are the wa.vs of Providence ! As th 6 Leader 'of 
the House has said very aptly, he was one of those gentlemen who has not run 
on the usual track. As a map of business, with all his enterprising spirit 
and energy he showed the way to our young men how' they might succeed in 
this work! by dint of industr 3 ' and devotion to duty. From an humble 
beginning he became one of the richc.st men in Benctd. He has spmiil liis 
name and fame throughout Bengal and has done rcall 3 ' good service by pub- 
lishing many books on Bengali literature. I whole-heartedly associate 

myself with the remarks made by the previous speakers about the various 
qualities of his head and heart. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 would 
be failing in m 3 ' duty if 1 did not associate myself with the remarks made by 
the Hon’ble Leader of the House and the previous speakers on this melan- 
choly occasion. It w'as really a shock to me w'hen I heard that our honour- 
able friend Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid w'agi no more. Only 
on Thursday evening, one or tw'o hours before his death, he was 

in the Lobby of this House w'hen Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman along 

with many of our members were silting w'ith him. He left the 
House earlier because he w'as not feeling well, reached home, said 

his prayers and died immediately. Born of a respectable Kazi family 
of Sonargaon in tlie district of Dacca he had a distinguished career. 
He graduated in 1917 and started his career as Assistant Headmaster. But 
he was not the man to rpt on the bondage of service. He collected Rs. 5,000 
from his frfends and admirers and started a library. By dint of hard 
labour he came to the forefront of the publishing business in course of a 
few years and made immense fortune. He was a man of charitable disposi- 
tion and intimately connected with many educational institutions. He was 
a self-made man and was an example to be emulated by the younger genera- 
tion who are stmggling for a career. He was a charming personality and 
occupied a prominent position in the social life of Dacca. His death will 
be mourned not only by the members of this House but by many outside. 
With these words, I commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Sir, I beg to associate myself with the remarks 
that have fallen from the Leader of the H^se and other speakers this even- 
ing. 1 had known Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid for several years. 
What was most remarkable in him w'as his simplicity and uiiostentatioua 
character. He was, as has been suggested by many members, a perfect 
gentleman. Indeed, if one talked to him one could never imagine fjiat he 
was a successful businessman. He was entirely a self-made man, and rose to 
prominence bv dint of his own endeavour. It is a great loss to the province 
that he should die a premature death ; fo:' after all, he was not very old judged 
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by the standard of life in other countries. 1 am sure that all members of 
this House will join in expressing deep condolences for his death and in 
wishing that our sympathies may be extended to the bereaved family. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before placing the motion before (he H ou8e» the 
Chair desires to associate itself with the sense of rt‘gret that has boon 
expressed by the members of this House on the loss of another valued col- 
league ill the course of the week. As has been observed by several speakers, 
Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid came from an ancient and aiistocratic 
familv of Dacca district. By dint of liis merit, he rose in busiues.s and ns 
such he was a self-made man. The Khan Bahadur was generous and amiable 
and he was respected by the members of all communities in the Dacca 
district. We deeply mourn his loss. I rctpiest you gentlemen to signify 
your assent to the motion by rising in your places 

I believe it is the desire of the honourable members that a message of 
sympathy and condolence should be sent to the members of the bereaved 
family. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, the H<»use now standa 
adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow ' 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m., on Tuesday, the 15th day 
of August, 1944, 
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Members absent. 

Following members were absent from the meeting held on the 14th 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader llaksh. 

(U) Mr, Iluinayun Reza Chowdhurv. 

Ci) Mr. K. K. Duttn. 

(4) Mr. II. W. N. Ferguson. 

(5) Klian Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

(()) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Maiilana Muhammad Akrain Khan. 

(8) Mr. Abdul Latif. 

(9) Mr. N. N. Mohalanabish. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Pur.sselJ. 

(13) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. Biren Roy. 

(15) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(10) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 77. 


The CouNCii. met in the Legislative Chamber oi tlie Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 15lh August, 1941, at 2-lb p.ni., being' 
the seventy-seventh day of the First Session of 1944, i>ursuant to section 
^2(2)((i) of the (xoverninent of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the ilon’ble Sir lluoY PiiASvn SiNoii Koy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, with your permission I should like to correct an error which entered 
into my vsiatement in connection with the position regarding the supply of 
vegetables. I made a statement in reply to a short-notice question tnat the 
area under vegetable for consumption by the military was 4,01)9 acres but 
it is not so; it is 1,1)50 acres which is equivalent to 5,000 bighas. I want 
to correct tins figure accordingly. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: V cry well ; this will go into the oliicial proceeding*. 

I find that tlime are no (questions for today. So far as 1 remember, 
however, some statement was to be mUde by ihci Ilon’bb^ Minisl(*r in eliarge 
of Public Health in conneedion with an adjourinnenl moiit)n which wa* 
pro])oscd to be moved the other day. Is the Hon’l)le Minister for Public 
Health going to make that stateimmt? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am j)reparc«l to make & 
statement on his behalf, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right 

Statement regarding supply of Quinine to Bengal districts. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I W(‘b*(>in(‘ this opf)or- 
lunity of making a statement about the HU])plies of quinine and other anti- 
malarial drugs to Hengal districts utuI to tell th(‘ Houses what (lovernnund 
has done to make them as widely and easily available as ])ossib]e. I should 
explain here that I am using tli(‘ word “quinine’’ to cover all kinds of anti- 
malarial drugs including cincliona, sc])ocrine and (luinocrine tal>lets. The 
Director of Public H(‘:i]t!i conlrols the ])tovi!u*ial (juota of fjuinine and 
periodically sends ‘*onsigTimcnts t() the Civil Snrgxmns. PAa ry (4vi1 Surgeon 
IS a rationing authority for his district. He has to allot anil distribute 
quinine bryt he has to consult Ihe District l^iblic Ilealtl) Dflic(*r regarding 
local needs and to take the District Magistrate’s ajiproval in selecting retail 
agents for sale or for free distribution. In view' of the severity of the 
present epidemic {)f malaria, the Civil Surgeons were instructed a month ago 
to appoint sufficient retail agents to ensure that no one iiecnl go more than 
three or four miles to obtain them, and also to appoint sufficient number of 
agents for free distribution to persons wdio cannot afford to buy it. Quinino 
is distributed free through every hosnital, dispensary, and satellite treat- 
ment centres and also through non-official medical relief organisations; hut 
for areas which are too far from any of these sources individual agents are 
appointed for free distribution. Civil Surgeons have also been instructed to 
keep proper stocks of quinine in suhdivisional jails and to arrange for 
agents to be able to replenish their sttx'ks with tj)(' least possildt* diffirulty 
and inconvenience. The Suhdivisional Health Officers have been directed 
to pay special attention to quinine distribution, to help in yvory 
possible to promote the smooth working of these mea8iu*cs and U) inform the 
Civil Surgeon of any special local want. 

189 
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In view of the large supplies of quinine sent to districts in the last two 
months there should be no cause for any part of Bengal to complain that 
quinine is not available or even that there is a dearth of quinine. But such 
complaints have been made specially in respect of Chandpur, Munshigunge, 
Brahmanberia, Eishoregunge and Madaripur. In addition to the stocks held 
in each of these four districts at the beginning of April in each case between 
500 and 1,500 pounds — they have subsequently been supplied with further 
quantities as follows: Tippera — 0,792 lbs. or full doses for 40,000 patients; 
iJacca — 2,800 lbs. ; Faridpur — 2,980 lbs. ; Mymensingh- — 8,244 lbs. or 
enough to treat 8 lakhs of persons and more is l)eing sent now to Mymen- 
eingh and Tipperah to ensure that they do not run short. Supplies to the 
rest of the districts are equally ample and will continue to be so. I am 
placing on the library table a statement to show for all districts in the pro- 
vince the stocks in hand at the beginning of April and the quantities .^ul)rte- 
quently supplied up to date. The original allotment of quinine to the pro- 
vince for the current year was 120,000 lbs., but with the import of i lepa- 
crine tablets this allotment has lately been increased by another 100,000 ibs. 
In addition, we are asking the Government of India to make available during 
the coming mouths as much more mepacrine as possible up to -150,000 lbs. 

In tile tiHC of these liberal supplies, there should be less temptation to 
hoard or to work a black market ; but nevertheless people should be on their 
guard to see that their local retail agents do fairly issue to malaria patients 
all the quinine which they obtain. Each agent has to show daily what is 
his stock in hand. 

If there is a local shortage anywhere it is probably due to ignorance of 
Government’s arrangements for distribution, so that peojile do not knew 
what they are supposed to be getting, what they should complain about or 
to whom to make the complaint. Accordingly, orders have been recently 
issued to district rationing authorities to arrange to publish for general 
information through schools and other media the names' and addresses of 
all retail agents from where quinine is obtainable and the jirojier prices to 
pay. If any malaria-stricken locality is without a retail agent or is short 
of quinine, information should at once be given or sent to the Civil Surgeon, 
the District Health Officer or the Subdivisional Health Officer — or, indeed, 
to any Government officer wdth a request to pasvS it on to the Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may we ask some information arising 
out of the statement of the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want any further information to clear up 
certain matters you may do it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. Will the Hon’ble Minister please give us an 
idea of wdiat is the percentage of cminine in the anti-malarial drugs that 
are now being actually supplied? For example, the Hon'ble Minister has 
said tliat in Mymensiiigh about 8,000 pounds and odd auinine have been 
supplied : how much of it is really quinine and how much is other type of 
non-quinine anti-malarial drugs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got that informa- 
tion at present. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: There is another information I want to ask 
the Hon'ble Minister and that is with regard the scheme of distribution of 
quinine. e hear that quinine is being distributed sometimes by persons 
who are absolutely lay men and have no knowledge of medicine, but the 
claims of those men who have had training for 3 or 4 years in some medical 
schools are ignf red. I want to know whether their services cannot be 
utilised? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I remember, the 
claims of trained medical men as such have not been ignored or overlooked 
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OP kept down but it may be that in certain cases they may not have been 
appointed. I may assure the House that I shall hwk into the matter and 
see that they are included in the scheme. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I have beard the statement of the 
Hon^ble Minister but the statement is too general ana there is no 
specific reference at all to the area Uiat has been mentioned in my 
adjournment motion. My allegation is that there has been a total 
dearth of quinine in that locality. Sir, a serious situation has arisen 
due to Government’s failure to supply quinine, the total dearth 
of which, on information received on the Idth August, ltM4. is raanK>nsible 
for the havoc caused by malaria which, in its full fury, is taking a toll of 
numberless people and is causing untold miseries on ntliers in the Ihirichang 
and Kasba tlianas within the Bruhmanbaria subdivision of the district of 
Tippera. I may mention here what information has been gatbertMl with 
respect to this. An honourable member of the llengal Legislativi* Assembly 
toured through these two thanas. He 8 a 3 ‘s “1 visited Mulagiam, Kasba, 
Dliarkar, Mohari, Maniauda, lladair unions in Kasba t liana and Ghandla, 
Brahmanpara, Sasidal and Madhabpur unions in Buriebang thana. Every- 
where I found the people attacked with malaria. Mismii's of the jieople 
beggar all descrijition. There are famili(‘s in wJiieli there is no ont* free 
from the attack of malaria and there are none to look after them. The 
jieople are silently suliering, there being no jirovision for treatment. There 
18 total dearth of quinine. Not to speak of the jioor, even those, who ean 
afford to purchase quinine, <;annot have it in thi‘ marked. Not a grain of 
quinine is available. The situation calls for immediate attention of the 
authorities.” This statement was published in the newspapers on Sniiday, 
the Idth August, 1944, and the situation is growing worse daily. Will the 
Government enlighten us as to wdiat imnu'diate steps they have taluui with 
regard to the removal of grievances of the jieople in these two subdivisions 
— Kasha and Buriebang? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, it is tli<‘ iirimary duty 
of everybody who has y rejiort of this kind to jilace it before the District 
Magistrate and also the Civil Surgeon of the affected area and to enquire 
of' them as to wdiat they have done in regard to tliis matter. The 
District Magistrate may not have full knowledge of these matters in a parti- 
cular locality but certainly this matter might be brought to their luitiee and 
if after that no steps are taken then it might be matter for complaint. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is as a complaint that we have given 
this infopmation to the House by means of an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister has definitely mentioned 
Brahmanbaria subdivision in the district of Tippera. He said that sulH- 
cient quinine had been given to that district for supplying those areas where 
there was dearth of quinine. So I think there is no more urgiuiey and 1 
suggest that you might place the facts before him and try to induce him to 
take further action, if necessary. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: The quinine supplied is not sufficient 
compared to the havoc caused. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: There was sufficient supply of quinine for 400,000 
people. It is true that there are 27 lakhs of people but the quinine siipjilicd 
should meet the need to a large extent. You gave us to undcr.Hland that 
there was no quinine supplied by Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In a district where tlicri* was a popula- 
tion of more than 30 lakhs, if you make provision for 4 lakhs, it is certainly 
not sufficient. I propose to move niy adjournment niofion. f am not at 
all satisfied with the siatemeut made by the Hon’ble Minister. 
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Mr« PRESIDENT: In view of tlie Ilon’ble Ministers statement I 4o 
not consider the matter to be urg'ent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS : I have made a reference to particular 
ihanas where there was total dearth of quinine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I know that in Brahmanbaria there are many thanas 
but wlien the Hon’ble Minister on Ixdialf of (iovernraent says that sufficient 
quinine for at least 400, tXK) people has been supplied to the districi it is 
ex]>e(^1ed that ihe (juinine supjdied would reach those thanas regarding 
which complaint has been made. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN : It is all the more necessary in view 
of the slalement that this (juestion hliould he disirussed in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ()rd<T. The Chair has got to admit or 
refuse an adjournimnit motion a(‘cording to rules. In view of the state- 
ment, wlncli I tliink is veiy clear, there is not so much urgency regarding 
the matter and J iliink the nest course wrmld be for the honourable member 
to meet tin' Hon’ble Minister and discuss it with him and then 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you kindly allow me to explain 
the urgency P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 can not allow more time. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: As regards the (piality of (jiunine, 1 want 
to put the (piestion as to what stej)s the (jovernnitMit have taken to detect 
the various admixture of spurious materials witl» (juinine. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As lar as ].)ossil)le, w(‘ sup- 
plied (jiiinim* manufactured by responsible firms and unless definite com- 
plaints art' brought to our notice that a parti(*ular firm’s tahh'ts of (juinine 
are not reliable or up to Ihe standard, it is very dillicull for us to take 

8t(‘J)S 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: In view of this, Sir, is the 
Hotrhlc Miliistt'r prej)are(l to examine the (juinine that i.'^ ht'ing supplied 
to tlu' jM‘oj»le of Bengal before distrilmi ing it and to find out \\hclht*r the 
quality of (|uinine that is being siipj)li(*(l l)y different firms is of good 
quality P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as 1 i,avc already stated, 
th(‘ charges art' vague. TInh'ss a definite (‘barge in the shape that' a j>arti- 
eular firm is sn])pl> ing (juinine or (juinine tahh'ts wliioh aiv not up to the 
Btandard is made, it is not ])ossible to make any examination and to find out 
whether Ihe (juinine suj)plied is (d had quality or is not up to the standard. 
Mori'over, it is ex])ecte(l that quinine must he sent immediately to the dis- 
tricts, and so if we hold up the slocks of (juinine for examination, demand 
for immediate sui)ply of quinine cannot be quickly met. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS 

that immediately (juinine will be 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Twill direct the District 

Magistrate to see tliat (juinine is sent to these thanas. 


: ill the Hon’ble Minister promise us 

su|)j)lie(l to the areas mentioned by me? 


. KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 

inform the House whether Government have any machinery for eximina- 

proper standards are' maintained as in the case 
of Briti.sh riiarmaceutieal products? Ihere is a Drug.s Control Order there 
under which if there is any deTiation on the part of a particular firm the 
firm ooneenied, whoever it might be, would be penalised and as a result 
there is really no deviation from such standards. Have Government of 
Bengal any machinery to see that a particular standard is maintained? 



1M4.] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. 




The Hon’bio Khwa|a Sir NAXiMUODIN: Wiili rt foreure to the query 
made by Mr. Humayun Kabir, I aav that rertaiuly there is a maehiaery far 
testing drugs and medicines, and unless Government are satisfied that the 
manufactured articles are up to the recognised standard, they are not 
passed. 

Mr. NACEKDRA NATH MAHAEANOBISH : Sir. with regard to the 
quality of quinine supplied, the Hon’ble Minister lia^ >aid that it iwS not 
possible to examine it unless there is a detinitc ainl si'iious ct)m]daint about 
the quality. May I tell the ITon’ble Minister that so tar as certain districts 
are concerned, the (-ivil Surgeons, the Assistant SuigtamN and all the medi- 
cal jiractitioners do condemn that the prevscnt qni nine™- whether in powder 
form or in tablet form or in the ampoule form for injeetion, is ot very very 
inferior (jualitv and that it does not stop fever unh'ss larger (jiiantities of 
quinine are administered. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I shall certainly make 
enquiries about this and on receipt of information Govciniinmt would take 
eteps. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you take \ip adiournment motion^, 
may 1 tlirough you ni(*nilon that there are certain outstanding queatione 
which still remain unanswered. Some of them weia* admitted by you at 
short notice. But whether Governinent have accc|i|cd them at short notice 
or not, is not known to us. Kveu the period ]>r(‘scrihcd for long notice is 
over and we arc having, day after day, discussions in this House without 
any questions wliatsoever. Would you kindly sc(» tliat our ijiicstions are 
answered in time? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: T shall l(»ok into tlic list of outstanding (jiK'stione 
and then ask tlu‘ (k)uncil I)ci>artineut , to put itself into toiu h with the 
Government departments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: As a matt(‘r of fact, a list of smh ques- 
tions was cir<'ulated yestenday and we learn as many us hO rjn<*Htions are still 
outstanding. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think we need discuss that question. I 
shall look into the matter, as 1 have said just now. 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAH ALAN0BI8H : I beg to move that this 
Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite njattcr of urgent public' 
importance, namely, the situation arising out of tln‘ rc(‘,cnt (trdcr of the 
District Magistrate of Murshidabad y)urporting to be one iind(*r the Defence 
of Indm, Rules, by wliich he seeks to abrogate th(‘ powers of the inuniei])a- 
lities of the district under the Bengal Municipal Act, in the matter of 
seizure, destruction and prevention of sale of unwholesome, food articles 
belonging to the Executive or the (hvil Siij)}dy Authorities even though such 
food articles are found to be unfit for consuiiiidion by man ami cattle and 
thereby seriously endangering public health. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is all right : you need not make a speech now. 
May I hear the Government point of view? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : Sir, w’e have no infoiination. 
I, therefore, suggest that a short-notice (luestion may be ])ut on tin* subjcad 
and Governinent will answer it. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I understand tbat the subject 
is covered by another motion, namely, that of Mr. T^alit Chandra Das, relating^ 
to this particular order of the District Magistrate* of IhubaiiifioK* in 
reference to a particular quantity of If that is so, then the District 
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Magistrate was acting in exercise of his statutory powers. Can such a matter 
form the subject of an adjournment motion? I submit, Sir, that the order 
which has been passed by the District Magistrate in regard to a particular 
quantity of atta which according to him is unsuitable for human consump- 
tion — cannot be made the subject-matter of an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The point is this: A certain statutory right of the 
municipality of Murahidabad has been superseded by an order of the District 
Magistrate under the Defence of India Itules; the order has taken away a 
valuable right of the local authority and that is no doubt an important 

issue. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But that is only with reference 
to a particular matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It may be a particular matter, but the local 
authorities are responsible for the health of the inhabitants of the towm and 
its right has been admittedly superseded by the District Magistrate under 
the Defence of India Rules. Whether the motion should be admitted or 
not I am not prepared to say at this moment ; but in view of what has been 
stated by the Ilon’ble Chief Minister that (Government had no information 
in the matter and that Government would be prepared to enquire from the 
District Magistrate, the motion should not be considered loduy. If on 
receij)! of the reply the honourable member is not satisfied, then ho may 
come up to the House again and I shall consider whether the motion may 
be moved or not: that is the line I would suggest. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, this matter was published in all the 
newspapers and every time Government say that thev have no information 
and that if a short-notice question wxre put it would be answered. There is 
no knowing. Sir, that that would be done, for as you have admittinl on the 
floor of the House you have no power unfortunately to compel (he Miiusters 
to answ'er short-notico questions. So the HoiCble Minister’s assurance 
does not satisfy us. 

• Mr. PRESIDENT. But when this suggestion for a short-notice question 
has come from the Government themselves, it may be taken that it wull be 
answered. Government themselves have undertaken to answer a short- 
notice question and you may rely on it. 

Tlie Hon’ble (^hief Minister says that he is prepared to answer this 
question day after tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, here is an adjournment motion which 
is admittedly of a very great public iinjmrtance. If this admurnment 
mol ion does not offend the rule of our Bengal Council Procnnlure Rules and 
if it is with in the four corners of the rule, I do not understand why should 
a member be asked to convert his adjournment motion into a short-notice 
question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Apart from the question of adjournment motion, 
the point is this : though it is true that if a particular motion is within the 
four corners of the rule it should be admitted ordinarily, but you must 
remember al.so that the time of the House is very valuable and tlie ordinary 
business of tbe House should not be suspended if it can be avoided by satis- 
fyiu^ the House otherwise than by an adjournment motion. Moreover, 
without any authentic information the matter cannot be discussed or replied 
to by the Government. So when Government say that they have at present 
no information, I think it is only fair that Government should be given, 
sunic lent time to obtain information. In the meantime, you can put a 
short-notice question as suggested by Hon’ble Chief Minister. On receipt 
of the answer to the short-notice question if Mr. Mahalauobish is not satis- 
fied and if he still wants to move this motion, I would certainly waive the 
question of urgency. But I do not say whether I shall admit it or not. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: I am sorry. Sir, that we 
have from time to time to bring up motions to adjourn the business of the 
House. We know the value of the time of the House and we also 
know the value of our own time. At the same time, we cannot 
but bring up before the House urgent matters of public importance which 
require immediate consideration and li we are not allo\vt*d tt> move these 
adjournment motions 

lir. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish : I do not think you Jire right 
in what you say, because in the course of the last fortnight" you had the 
privilege of moving an adjournment motion. So it itj md coritn t to say 
that you are not allowed to move adjournment motions. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: 1 have never said that 
you do not allow. But I said if you do not allow 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you accept the suggestion of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister ? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: If you ])ermit me to say 
BO, I do not understand what question 1 am to put to the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister. The matter referred to in my motion is a fact, although the 
Hon’ble Minister says that he has got no information about it. It. was pub- 
lished in all the locaT newspapers three or four days ago and 1 think that 
information must have come to his notice. Well, Sir, if the information ia 
incorrect, Government can obtain information in 24 hours. It is for the 
Chief Minister to ascertain whether an order of this nature has or has not 
been passed by the District Magistrate of Berhampore; and therefore it is 
not a matter to ])e dealt with in a abort-notice question. What benefit can 
I have by obtaining answ'or to a short-notice question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I will get the informa- 
tion by wire and I will enlighten the House on the point day after 
tomoirow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hou’ble Chief hiinister says he would send the 
wire just now' and I think that is satisfactory 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: But, Sir, before you 
decide 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order order, it is not the practice for any member 
to get up to speak when the President is on bis legs. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: This is bei'ause, Sir, you give 
the ruling before hearing us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position is this: The Chief Minister has pro- 
mised to make a statement day after tomorrow. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: I would request the 
Chief Minister to make the statement tomorrow. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the date for the dis- 
cussion of the adjournment motion may be fixed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T have made the position absolutely elenr. The 
Chief Minister will make a statement day after tomorrow and if after that 
Btatement the honourable member is not satisfied, he can bring up his 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I draw your attention to two 
features of the matter? First, when the Hon'ble Minister says that ne nas 
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no information it «how8 that he is ill-informed. This thing^ apjyeared in all 
the Calcutta newspapers day before yesterday. The second consideration 

is ' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, the matter appeared on the newspaiiers very 
prominently. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is not my duty to look at 
the newspapers everyday. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Sir, I made no reference by name. It only 
shows that the cap has fitted tlie person for whom it was really meant. 
Government should* have ke])i information regarding this matter without 
waiting for any noti(;e from the ()pj)osition in the form of an adjournment 
motion. This has been the practice in the past. The second feature is that 
the municipality wanted to destroy the condemned food and the District 
Magistrate did not allow that to be destroyed and thereby tried to abrogate 
the powers of the municipality. The municipality wanted to destroy the 
condemned food for tliey were afraid that the food would go into the market 
and impair the health o^ the people. So, the longer the question is held up, 
the greater is the danger. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chief Minister says that he would send a wire 
to the District Magistrate today, and just now, asking for information. So, 
I think that sets the machinery in motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, should you allow the adjournment 
motions to be sabotaged by suggestions that there should be short -notice 
questions and that we must wait for the answers r* You have seen, vSir, with 
what bravado the Ilon’ble Minister stands up and says that he does not care 
to read the newspapers. Is this attitude of the Hon’ble Minister to be 
tolerated? "We stand by our rules as regards the adjournment motions. If 
you see that the motion is within tlie four corners of the rules, theq you will 
please give consent to the motion and the Ilon’ble Minister* (*an r(‘])ly to it 
on the date fixed for diwseussion of the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I'he point is this: this (luestion cannot be really 
discussed without (Jovernment obtaining full information. So, the Cliief 
Minister says he will send a wire just now to the District Magistrate to 
ascertain information. 

The Hon’biG Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; On a point of order, Sir. In 
the first place, with regard to the reading of newspapers I do not think the 
honourable members can com])el me to read newsj)apers. 1 cannot w^aste 
my time in reading newsj)apers. I have many other important business 
to attend to. In the second place, except quoting a few lines from a report 
published in the newspaper the honourable member has not said anything 
to substantiate his giuniid for moving the adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: Sir, is there any rule by 
which adjournment motions could be substituted by short -notice questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are heaps of rulings on this point. An 
adjournment motion cannot be discussed until there is authentic information 
in the possession of (jovernment. I have in my hand a ruling of the 
Central Legislature where it is said 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, let a day be fixed for the discussion 
ef the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let the Chief Minister ascertain the facts first. No 
date can be fixed till the information is obtained by the Chief Minister. He 
wants to make a statement day after tomorrow and I do not think we will 
lose much time by this delay. 
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1 bhall consider the question in the light of th© 


I have got an adjournment 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARS If that information is correct, will there 
be any objection to allow the adjournment motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The only point that remains to b# 
considered is: whether as a matter of fact an iirder of this nature was or 
was not passed by the District Magistrate. On that I believe you will givn^ 
your decision as to the admissibility of ibis motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the Uoirblc Minister to cb'cide what 
information he actually wants. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; ¥ rom what has been said it appears that 
the difficulty of admitting my motion is that Govcinmcnt have not got any 
definite information regarding the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That is about Mr. Mahalanohish s adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJIl 

motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlu •re is very little difference between the two motions 
and I do not think there is any necessity of discussing tho matter again. It 
has been sufficiently discussed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: After receiving notice of thia 
adjournment motion, 1 made a rcterence to the District, Magistiate of 
Midiiupore lor information and the intormation supplied by Inin is radically 
different ironi the information of the honourable member. There is nee m 
the town of Miduapore in cousidcrahle (juantities; only the honourahlo 
member could not find it. it is very difficult to hclj) him to find this out. 
There is plenty of rice and they are available from our sh(q>s. 1 made a 
further reference hack pointing out that on certain dates rice was not avail- 
able and asking what he has to say on that behalf. 1 find in the adjourn- 
meiif motion a (hdinitc* statemciii has l)<*en inadt‘ that slopped 

supply of rice from the 2()th duly. On ixdereiiee to the District Magistrate 
1 have not been able to get this information and 1 pro])()sc sending tho 
reference hack again for findirig out the information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; In view of the urgency and importance of tho 
matter, I give my (“Oiiseiit to the adjourninciit motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H- 8. SUHRAWARDY: It was at a meeting of the 
Town Committee held only on 11th August that a resolution had been passed 
to move (iovernment tor .supply of sufficient nee and it can hardly be said 
that the matter has been hanging for several days. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; This adjournment motion was not moved by th< 
honourable member on your promising to make a statement after reference 
to the District Magistrate. I think this is a matter of sufheaent urgency am 
if Government are not in a position to make an authoritative statement, . 
shall be inclined It, allow the adjournment motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, before you give you: 
ruling may 1 say a few words? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the ITon'ble Minister hai 
said that he has got information from the 13istri, t Magislraie Jliat the state 
ment made in the last adjournment motion was not correct. If that is so, 
and that is what I underslood the ITon’ble Minister to say,-^theii, ■ ir, i« 
adjournment motion itself should not be allow(‘d- 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order . J'f'urthlr 
already given your consent to the motion, and there i 

to say. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: No; I said that I was inclined to give my consent 
to it. 

Mr. KAMI DUD HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the notice of the last 
adjournment motion was given sometime ago and the Hon'ble Minister was 
given a chance to get the point mentioned in the motion verified. On veri- 
fication the fact has been found to be contrary to what has been stated in 
the motion. So, I submit, Sir, that so far as the present adjournment 
motion is concerned, the Hon'ble Minister should also be given a chance, 
as he was given on the last occasion, to make enquiries and find out whether 
the fact is true or not. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in the first place, the 
statement made by the honourable member that rice is not available in the 
Midnapore town is incorrect, because rice is available in the Midnapore 
town. As a matter of fact, there is a considerable amount of rice there. 
It is being brought into the Midnapore town by traders and put on the 
market. If rice was not available in the Midnapore town, as the nonourable 
member has stated, then its price would have been Ks. 40, Rs. 50 and Rs. GO 
and not Rs. 20 per maund, as stated. It may be that in a particular shop, 
to whicli the honourable member may have gone, rice was not available for 
the time being. But to say that rice was not available in the Midnapore 
town is, on the face of.it, ridiculous. 

Now’, Sir, the next point is that it is admitted by the honourable member 
himself that rice is available only in very small quantities in the black 
market. Then, Sir, what is the definite matter of urgent public importance, 
if rice is available?' There is no such thing as blai^ market of this type 
there. There is no black market in existence in the town. There is a free 
market, namely, a market of rice brought in by traders. Then again, on 
the 11th August, 1944, a resolution was passed by the Town Food Com- 
mittee to move the Government to supply sufficient quantity of rice for local 
consumption. The resolution is self-contradictory. For, if rice was not 
available lliere, prices would have been much higher. In the motion itself 
it is admitted that rice is available. In the first sentence of the adjourn- 
ment motion it is stated that rice is not available but in the next sentence 
it is stated that rice is available and in the third sentence Government are 
requested to supply sufficient quantity of rice for the consumption of the 
people. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The point is this : Tlie Chair has nothing to do 
with the merits of the case. The Chair is only concerned with the urgency, 
namely, as to whether this is a definite matter of urgent public imi)ortance. 
The definiteness of the motion arises from the allegation that the honourable 
member has made in his statement on the floor of the House that he himself 
had been to the place and tried to get rice but failed. I believe he was 
prepared to take responsibility for the assertion he liad made and there is 
no doubt that if that is the situation then it is a definite matter of urgent 
public importance. Whether the facts are correct or not, it is for him to 
assert and for the Government to refute ; that will be judged in course of 
the debate. I cannot disallow the motion on the ground that you made a 
reference to the District Magistrate and that the District Magistrate replied 
that sufficient rice was available. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Before you give your final 
ruling. Sir, I w’ould raise a point of order and that is that Government have 
not taken the rt'sponsibility of seeing that all shops should sell rice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a i>oint of order, ^ir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I too am on a point of order, 

Sir. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Tho Hon*bl6 Mf« H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Mv point of order in: 
that Wau8e the honourable member went to a partiiMilar shop and did not 
find rice there, it does not sliow that ri'^e is not available anywhere in the 
town of Miduapore. Government have not taken tlie res])onsibility to see 
ithat every single trader or shopkeeper in Midna]u>re should be* able to 
supply rice. 

Mr. HUMAYUH KABIRs Is that a point of order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Yes. it is 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Order, order, Mr. Kabir. Wluui an honourable 
member gets up and raises a point of order, the Chair lias to listen to him. 
Let him finish and then you can raise your point of order, if you like. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In future, we shall also make speeches while 
etating our points of order. Y"ou must have the sanu* rule for everybody 
and not different rules for some persons. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The point of order that I 
raise is this : you, Sir, stated just now that the honourable member had 
gone to Midnapore town and did not find rice in eertain .shops. My point 
of order is tliat (Tovcrnmeiit is not responsible for supplying all the traders 
of Midnapore with rice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That may be your reply to the debate but that 
certainly not a point of order. If you take another view, you can certainly 
do 80 in your reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 I'onsider my point of 
order projier. Before you admit the motion finally, you ought l-o consider 
whether (ioverninent is responsible for this or not 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But I am already on a point 
of order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Your point of order has already been ruled 
out by the Chair, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. no 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y"es, Mr. Kabir, wliat is your ])oint of order? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, you had ()bserv(*d this afternoon that 
members ought to sit down when the Chair is on his legs and we have 
always obeyed that instruedion. But today I have found on the contrary 
that Mr. Sulirawardy instead of faking his seat has continued to dictate to 
the Chair in the most objectionable manner and the J^resident had to take 
his seat. This is my point of order, Sir, and not only a jioint of order, but 
also a point of privilege of the House. Mr. Suhrawardy lias no right to 
make the President sit down when the President is on his legs. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, when a member defies the 
President „ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: But 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you cannot pursue that subject again. 

Mr. SULTANUDDiN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. 

(Interruptions.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 
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Mr. 8UI.TANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, my point of order is on the point 
of order raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid you cannot do it. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, humble submission 

is this: on a point of order (Mr. Laijt Chandra JJas : Is submission 

a point of order?). Yes, yes. You have to consider whether on the state- 
ment of an lionourable member it can be made oldigatory on the Govern- 
ment to ac(;ept this adjournment motion. The statement upon which it is 
proposed to admit the motion is that honourable member went to certain 
shops and found that no rice was available there. But is that the res- 
ponsibility of Government 

' Mr. PRESIDENT: But the point is this: Mr. Mukherji is perfectly 
clear in bis statement that he went to Midiiapore and tried to find rice in 
the market and failed to get riee. His information is that rice is not 
available in Midnaixne in sufficient quantity and it was not available 
there on a certain date. In that vi<‘w of the matter , I admit the 
motion and give my consent to it. Has Government any objection to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion is this: 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent ])ublie importance, namely, the situation that has arisen out of 
the fact that ri(;e is not available in Midnai)()re town and in the neighbour- 
ing villages. The authorities Htop])ed supjdy from the 2(>t}i July, 1944, 
and rice is available in very small (juantities in the black inarktd at 8 annas 
to 10 annas per seer. At a meeting of the Town Food Committee on the 
11th August, 1944, a resolution was j)assed to inovt* (iovernment in the 
matter to sii})])ly sufiicieni riee for the eonsiun})ti()n of the j)e()ple.” 

Do Government object to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Yes 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M embers who are in favour of this motion will 
please rise in tlieir places. (After the members rose in their seats.) As 
more than Id members rose in supj)()rt of the motion, leave has been granted 
by the House. Now, wlnui do you ])rui)ose to take it up? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY; As I have asked for time 
for further information and the House do not- want to wait for that, we may 
take it up tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But when are you likely to get the information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Probably by tomorrow 
afternoon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then let it be taken up day after tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If honourable Ihembers 
wish to know the situation, then I think they had better wait till day after 
tomorrow. But if it is a party propaganda 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it should be taken up dav after tomorrow 
as Government are prepared to supply more information.* I do not think 
there should b<' any difficulty in taking it up day after tomorrow. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it may be taken up tomorrow — — 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We will take it up day after tomorrow after the 
question hour. 
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Mr. NACENORA NATH MAHALANOBIS: Mav’ I rist* on a |K>int of 
information. Sir? As we have just now iixed the date for diseussion of the 
adjournment motion day after tomorrow 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As one adjournment motion has be*en admitted, you 
cannot discuss any other adjournment motion today. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBIS: 1 rose onI\ on a point of 
information. You have fixed day after tomorow for >tatement in reply to 
mv adjournment motion and also you have tixeil this adjournment motion 
day after tomorrow. Will not one oxidude the otlier. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. The Ilon’hle (^hief ^linister will niake a 
atatement in connection with your adjournment motion day after tomorrow. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, ve object to it We have 
a ri"ht to objec't. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The business of tlie* llou.se would be impossible if 
you go on objecting in this way. 


The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ITouse will now resunu* furtlier discussion of 
the Agricultural Income-tax liill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I h(‘g t«) move : That 
in clause 42 of the Hill, in paragraph (/), for the wonls “tlie memherH’* in 
line 2, ih<‘ words “the nano's oi tlie iik'IiiIhus” Ix' suhsi ituted. 

Sir, the passage wlou’e the amendment is sought io he insisted is “...the 
return of th(‘ ineinliers of tlu' firm...” 1 think “the names of the memherfl'* 
of lh(‘ firm is more suitable. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : That in <dause 42 of the 
Bill, in jiaragraph (/), for the words “tlie members” in line 2, the word# 
“the nam(‘s of the memhers” he substituted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I think the amend- 
ment is (piite unnecessary. I opjiose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qiK^stion before the House is; That in clause 
42 of the Bill, in paragraxdi (/), for the words “the members” in line 2, 
the words “the names of the members” be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— 14. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. BanerjI. 
Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 


Alhadj Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanablsh. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 27. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Gofran. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hotaitu 


Mr. L. Hossafn. 

Mr. M. Hossafn. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 
Mr. W. B. G. Laidfaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldafi Mollah. 
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Ktmn Bahadur M. A. Momln. Khan Bahadur M. Bhamttotaha. 

Khan Bahadur Mukletur Rahman. Dr. K. Taluktfar. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes*' 
being, — 14, and “Noes** — 27, the amendment is negatived. 

The question before the House is : that clause 42 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 43. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 43 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 43 of the Bill, the comma after the words “to be taken’* in line 3 be 
deleted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, .order. I do not think it is really an amend- 
ment, though it is a fact that some such amendments were admitted in the 
past. It is merely an error which can be rectified as a clerical mistake, if 
necessary. So I do not allow it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Would you kindly hear me? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is necessary to hear you. I have 
considered the matter already. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, you have not considered 
my arguments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your argument? I hojje you will be .very.^ 
brief. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir. I know that the 
Secretary of the House where the Bill originated has the power to correct 
these mistakes if he thinks necessary. But commas are introduced within 
the Bill and punctuation also is inserted. The real effect of a comma or 



Mr. PRESIDENT: The fact that a comma should he included or a 
comma should bo deleted is a thing which can be rectified, if necessary, by 
the Secretary, 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But, Sir, the House has no 
means of compelling the Secretary to rectify the mistakes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.. The question before the House is: 
that in clause 43 of the Bill, the comma after the words “to be taken’* in 
line 3 be deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 43 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 44. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 44 stand part of the Bill. 

/o\ ^ sub-clause 

{3) of clause 44 of the Bill, for the words “in section” in line 2, the words 
‘under section be substituted. 

(2) we find the following provision, namely, 
that it an assessee makes an application within the time mentioned in the 
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notice of demand in section 33 for being allowed to pav the tax due by 
instalments, the Agricultural Income-tax Officer may in his discretion, by 
order in writing allow the assesseee to pay the tax due in instalments not 
exceeding four in number at such intervals as the said officer may fix in hie 
discretion.*^ 

Sir, if this amendment is allowed, it would read thus “if an assessed 
makes an application within the time mentioned in the notice of demand 

under section 33 for being allowed to pay the tax due by instalments 

Now, Sir, I would invite the attention of the ITonse to what Ooverument 
did in connection with sub-clause (7) of clause 44. 

Sir, sub-clause (7) of clause 44 runs thus: Any amount specified as 
payable in a notice of demand under section 33 or an order under seetjon 
35, section 3(i or section 37, shall be paid within tb- time, at the place and 
to the person mentioned in the notice or orde?*, etc. Here (jovennnent has 
actually used the word “under” section in s\ih-( laiis<‘ of clause 44. 
Therefore, it must be a case of mistake or inadvortcuc<>» that has 
crept ill in sub-clause {2) of clause 44 and “in” inslead of “under” has 
been })ut in. In respect of sei tions 33 , 35 . 3(1 or 37 , ilic word “under” 
has been used; wliereas in the case of sub-clause {2) of clause 44, the word 
“in” lias been jiut in the iilentical ('oiiiiection, I'li^ndore, J move tluit the 
word “under” slioiild be similaily retaiiN‘d in tiiis sub-clause also, as has 
been done in tiie oIIkt cases as the most ap]>r(»pnate word. With these 
words, I move my aimuidmeiit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in snb-clause (2) of 
clause 44 of th(‘ Jlill, for the words “in seetion” in line 2, the words “under 
section” be subst ituted. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, J support the amend- 
ment: ft is practically a (joverninent amendment and it wants to give a 

8ens(‘ to tbc clause. 43ie clause as it stands really is meaningb'ss. It save 
that if an assessee makes an application wdthin the time mentioned in the 
notice of demand in section 33 for being allowed to pay the tax due by 
instalments, et(’. Now we want that tin* word “in” should be substituted 

by the word “under”. It does not require much intelligence to follow 

that the word “in” here i.‘ absolutely out of jilaco and it does not carry 
any meaning wdiatsoevcr. What do you mean by the notice of demand 
“in” section 33? Wl.at was intended by the authorities was fierhaps the 
notice of demand that is issued upon the assessee under the provisions of 

section 33. Therefore the word “in” is most inappropriate and not only 

inappropriate but is wrong and it must give way to the word “under”: 
that wull make the meaning clear. Otherwise, to say that the assessee 
should make his application within the time mentioned in section 33 does 
not carry any meaning whatsoever, and that is why this amendment has 
been tabled.*^ I should think that there is absolutely no objection to the 
admission of a mistake of this nature. We have found that there were 
several mistakes which Government have obstinately refused to acknowledge 
but it is never too late to mend and I should furtficr say that if you want 
to have this bill in a workable shape so that there may not be any unneces- 
sary dispute or litigation over the meaning of the words and phrases used 
in this taxation measure, I think Government should accept this amend- 
ment which is intended to make the meaning intelligible. The word “in** 
here does not make any sense of the cladse. Therefore, I wholeheartedly 
support the amendment. 

. Khan Bahadur NAZIRUpDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise Uy nujtjyort the 
amendment moved by luy friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Gas. The Bill clause 
which is affected by this amendment reads thus without the araendipent— 
“If an assessee makes an application wdthin the time me'ntioued in the 
notice of demand in section 33,” There is, however, no ^ 

in section 33. A notice of demand may be issued undrr section Jd. me 
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proper expression should be ''notice of demand under section The 

expression “in’’ in the Bill-clause was due to an error and this amendment 
was tabled by the Government which they did not move. The amendment 
should there! ore be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as the amend- 
ment is unnecessdry, T oppose it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is : that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 44 of the Bill, for the words “in section’’ in line 2, the words 
/‘under section’’ be substituted. 

(Tlie anicndim'iit was neg’atived.) 

(When the Hon’ble President declared that “Noes” have it, Khan 
Eahih M aulvi Wahiduzzanian said “Ayes” have it.) 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi WAHIOUZZAMAN: Sir, 1 said “ayes have it”. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have not heard it. You ought to have stood up 
and asked for division. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi WAHIOUZZAMAN: Yes, Sir, I did call for a 
division and said “ayes have it’’ as soon as you declared “noes have it’’. 
You may have been otherwise busy. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, 1 did not. hear you. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi WAHIOUZZAMAN: You migbi say that, Sir; it 
is your prerogative not to hoar us. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Sir, he should withdraw that 
expression. It is a reflection on the Chair. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: 1 beg to move that in clause 
44 of the Bill, after sub-clause (2) the following new sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

“(/i) In (he case of the Ituler of an Indian State the Agricnllural 
Income-tax Officer shall request the Crown representative to 
take steps for payment of the amount assessed upon tlii' Uulor 
of an Indian 8tat(‘”. 

Sir, we want that the tax should be realised in a regular and ])roper 
way from the Bulers of an Indian State and they should not find any 
loophole in the Aet so as to (‘sea])e the payment of this tax. If we look 
to clause 4(1, wo find (hat provisions are made for the purpose of recovery 
of tax and penalties and thereft)re ])eualties are imposed and notice is 
served upon persons to aj)pear and pay the income-tax. No-^T, Sir, if we 
look to the privileges of the Kuler of an Indian State, we find that they 
are not liable or subject to the jurisdietion of courts ordinarily and they 
cannot be asked to appear before a court for the purpose of answering any 
demand by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer. If we refer to section 86 
of the Civil Procedure Code, we find that provision is made as to how the 
Ruler of an Indian State is to be approached. Section 8G is as follows: — 

“Any such Piinee or Chief, and any ambassador or envoy of a foreign 
State, may, with the consent of the Governor-General in Council, 
certified by the signature of a Secretary to the Government of 
India, but not without such consent be sued in any competent 
Couii”. 

Then clause (2) — 

“Such consent may be ^iven with respect to a specified suit or to 
several specified suits, or with respect to all suits of any specified class or 
classes, and may specify, in the case of any suit or class of suits, the Court 
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in which the Prince, Chief ambassador or envoy may be sued; but it shall 
not be given unless it appears to the Government that the Prince, Chief, 
ambassador or envoy — 

(a) has instituted a suit in the Court against the person desiring to 
sue him, or 

(h) by himself or another trades within the local limits of the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court, or 

(c) is in possession of immovable property situate within those limits 
and is to be sued with reference to such property or for money 
charged thereon." 

Therefore, there is no bar to obtain consent which is necessary under 
section 86. Then, clause 3 says "No such Princ^', Chief, Ambassador or 
envoy shall be arrested under this Code, and, except with the consent of 
the Governor-General in ('ouncil certified as aforesaid, no decree shall be 
executed against the property of any such Prince, ('hief, ambassador or 
envoy.” So this makes definite provision that you cannot realise tax either 
by arresting him or by following against the pr()i)erties belonging to the 
Ruler of an Indian Stafe. I do not think it is necessary to refer to other 
clauses at this stage. Therefore, so far as Rulers of Indian States are 
concerned, they are not ainenulde to the jurisdiction of the courts in British 
India even though they may have properties except as provided in section 
86 of the Civil Ihocedure (/ode. Now, we know that under the Govern- 
ment of India Act there are Crown Representatives who represent the 
Rulers of Indian States and upon whom notices may be served. Therefore, 

1 have proposed in the amendment that in order to realise the tax from the 
Ruler of an Indian State, we should make a separate provision in the 
manner indicated in the amendment so that the Crown Rei)re8entative may 
be requested to take steps for payment of the amount assessed upon the 
Ruler ot an Indian Stale. Without n provision like this it would be 
diflicult to enforce j)ayment upon the Ruler of an Indian State. With 
these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 44 of tlic Bill, 
after sub-clause the f(dlowing new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

"(t9) In the case of the Ruler of an Indian State the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall request the Crown representative to 
take steps for payment of the amount assessed upon the Ruler 
of an Indian State.” 

Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would like U) support the amend- 
ment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjeo. 
Sir, the Rulers of Indian States stand under some Treaty obligations with 
the Government and it would be but decent and proper, I should say, that 
in the matter of realisation of income-tax of this kind, steps should be taken 
in the form of making a request and that request should ordinarily be 
addressed to the Crown Representative who ordinarily resides in the 
territory of the Ruler of an Indian State. Difficulties which might possibly 
arise would then be obviated. 

With these few words, I support the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I also rise to support the 
amendment. We have already had a great deal of discussion about the 
Rulers of Indian States. Now, this amendment tries to introduce a 
machinery for realising tax assessed upon them. The Hon’ble the Einance 
Minister has expressed his doubts or misgivings as to the workability of 
these clauses. He has said that if Bengal loses the tax on acoomit of the 
defects in drafting, then she must thank herself for it. As the House as 
decided to tax the Rulers of Indian States, there must be some mac in y 
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to give effect to the purpose. If you levy the tax on the Rulers of Indian 
States, then there must be some channel through which we can work and 
the amendment here tries to provide that this Siould be done through the 
diplomatic agency of the Crown Representative. This is the agency 
through which matters are adjusted between the Government of India and 
the Indian Princes. The Crown Representative is not only the adviser to 
Government but also a kind of a guardian to the Indian States and his agency 
would supply some amount of moral pressure upon the States for the realisa- 
tion of taxes. This is a necessary amendment like others in this group and 
I think this should be accepted. 1 support the amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg to support this amendment. When 
there was discussion on this point, I found the Hon'ble Finance Minister 
very jubilant. I do not know the cause of his merriment. I take it that 
with the advent of the Pujah and Ramzan^ he is confident that the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly is not to be summoned. The mortal terror which he 
has of the Bengal Legislative Assembly will for a while sleep. However, 
this has nothing to do with the amendment. 

Now, Sir, with regard to this amendment, as was stated earlier, we 
have no machinery for enforcement of the penal provisions under this Bill 
against the Indian States. The difticulty was raised whether they are 
subject to tax by the Provincial Legislature or not. It was however held 
that though there was some doubt on the matter, the question of taxing 
the Indian Princes could be considered in this House. They are 
held taxable but unfortunately no machinery has been provided 
for realising the tax from them. As pointed out by the honour- 
able lawyer members, Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee and Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad, by reference to the Criminal Procedure Code and other 
similar Acts, there is no way by which we can compel the Indian Princes 
to appear before the Court and pay any tax which may be due from them. 
The only way we can devise for the purpose is through the Crown Represen- 
tative. If any tax is imposed on the Indian Princes and if that tax 
is to be realised from them, this could only be done through the Crown 
Representative. If my honourable friend the h’inance Minister really 
wants to tax the Indian Princes and if he is serious about it, he should 
not let them escape for lack of machinery through which the tax could 
be realised. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I can quite under- 
stand the anxiety of the mover of the amendment to protect the Rulers of 
the Indian States and I find a stalwart of the Krishak-Praja Party standing 
out for the Rulers of the Indian States. But I see absolutely no reason 
why we should ask His Excellency the Cpwn Representative to pay the 
tax. The amendment, as I have read it, is that the Crown representa- 
tive should pay the tax. I can assure the House that there is ample 
machinery available to Government for realising the agricultural income- 
tax accruing from the Ruler of an Indian State 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of information, 
Sir. Has the Hon’ble the Finance Minister read my amendment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I have read it 
several times. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Then possibly he was 
sleeping when he was reading my amendment. Because in my amendment 
I said that the Crown Representative should take steps for payment of 
the amount assessed upon the Ruler of an Indian State. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: But, Sir, this House 
has no power to compel His Excellency the Crown Representative to take 
steps for payment of the agricultural income-tax assessed upon the Ruler 
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of an Indian State. On the other hand, there is a special machinery for 
enforcing j)ayinent of income-tax accruing from a Ruler of an Indian 
State, Therefore, I think this amendment is both amusing and unneces- 
sary. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House ie 
that in clause 44 of the Bill, after sub-clause {2) the following new sub- 
clause be added, namely: — 

“(«3) In the case of the Ruler of an Indian State the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer shall request the Crown Representative to 
take steps for payment of the amount assessed upon the Ruler 
of an Indian State”. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravertf. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. H. Kabir. 


AYE8--13. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanablth. 

Mr. B. C. MukharJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOE8^27. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. Habibuilah Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. <1. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozario. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 
being — 13, and “Noes” — 27, the an 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question 
stand part of the Bill, 

(The motion was agreed to). 


Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoaalfi. 
Mr. L. H attain. 

Mr. M. Hoatain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Mr. w. B. G. Laidiaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamtuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


The House has divided. The “Ayes” 
ndment is negatived. 

before the House is that clause 44 


Clause 46, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 45 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 45 of the Bill, for the words “so however that” in 
line 5, the words “so that” be substituted. 


Sir, the Bill-clause is absolutely unintelligible. The word “however” 
is absolutely a trespasser in this clause, I Shall read only a part of the 
text of the clause which will show how absurd the word “however” is in 
the text, — “the Agricultural Income-tax Officer may direct the recovery of 
any sum less than half the amount of the arrears and may enhance the 
sum so directed to be recovered from time to time in the case of a contij 
nuing default, so however that the total sum so directed to ^ be recovered 
shall not exceed half the amount of the arrears payable . Mere, e 

expression “so that” is meant. The word “however ' somehow or o , 

slipped into the clause, how I do not kpow. that 

linwAv«r that” tliA words “so that” should be substituted. I submit that 
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if the Hon'ble Minister will read the passage, the absurdity ot thie expres-- 
#ton would be at once apparent, I do not want to take up ttie time of the 
fiouse any more. With these words, I move my amendmeai. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Aniendment moved: that in sub-clause (2) o£ clause^ 
46 of the Bill, /or the words “so however that” in line 6, the words “so* 
^at” be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Sir, 1 would like to support the amend- 
hnent whic^h has been moved by my friend Khan Bahadiir Naaimddini 
Ahmad. The duty of this House is to revise the errors committed else- 
^here and to present the Bill in as good a form as it is possible under the- 
oircumstanoes. Here, Sir, at the dictation of the Hon’ble Finance Minister^ 
every amendment — however good an amendment may be, is being voted' 
Aown. We want to ahow that we may be out-voted but ws cannok be ouh 
reasoned. That is the reason why tnis attempt is made to improve the 
draft in the Bill. I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister will find it very 
difficult to defend himself. With these words, I support the amendmenti 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANdSIS: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment. The idea underlying the sub-clause (1) oft clause was. to 
impose a penalty fot non-payment of the tax in time. 

Now, clause (2) deals with that matter in a dtifferent way. It 
says “For the purposes of sub-section (1), Ihe Agricultural Income*tnx 
Officer may direct the recovery of any sum less than half the amount the 
arrears and may enhance the sum so directed to be recovered from timo- 
to time in the case of a continuing default, so however that the total sum- 
igo directed to be recovered shall not exceed half the amount of the arrears, 
payable.” In the first clause, the Income-tax Officer has been giveiit the- 
power to impose “a sum not exceeding half that amount shall be recovered! 
from the assessee by way of penalty”. In clause (2), instead of imposing^ 
a penalty, he may impose, a tax less than half in case of a condnuing- 
default. If that is so, the words used here “so however thjA'’ seem to 
entirely confusing. I do not think it is easy reading or easy to comprehend 
what is intended to be. conveyed by the draftsman. I think the word 
“however” is wrongly placed. It had no business to be hare. It actually 
makes no sense, it serves no purpose; rather it confuses the meaaiing and 
♦makes the meaning obscure. Therefore, this word should be omitted. 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TUL8I CHAflDRA C08WAMI: Sir, the amendment 
would not only not be an; improvement but, I submit,, that the word has 
been placed there with a definite purpose to serve. In drafting this provi- 
sion we have followed section 46(i)(a) of the Indian Income-tax Act which 
reads as follows: “For the purpose of sub-section (1) the Income-tax Officer 
may direct the recovery of any sum less than half the amount of the arrears 
and may enhance the sum so directed to be recovered frona time to time 
in the case of a continuing default, so however that the total sum so 
.^directed to be recovered shall , put* exceed half the amount of the arrears 
^payable.’* Although our penalty is much less severe, I think in following 
-the drafting of the Central Act, have been on the right side. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is; “That in sub- 
' clause (2) of clause 45 of the Bill, for the words “so however that” in line 
' 5, the words “so that’/ be substituted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result; — 

AYE8~-13. 


V ' Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 
it Mr. K. Alam Chowdhury. 


Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. ff. C. Oatta. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maftra. 
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Mr. H. « 

Mr. N. n. 

Mr. ■. C. Milktuf^t. 
Mr. R. Pal ctmudliury. 


Rai Mim J, N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Khan 8ahib Mauiyi WahIcliiiaamMi. 


ROKt— fT. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. MosbahuddM Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. AmM. 

Khan Sahib A. Azir. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhtiry. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D*Rozarfo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The HouHe ha« 
.and tin* “Noes” — 27, the amendment 


Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoialn. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Malana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidafi Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yukub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamtuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


divided. The “Ayes’’ hein^f — 13, 
is nef^ative*!. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, I he^ to move thnt iW 
auh-claiise (4) of e.lause 45 of the Bill, in paraj^rapli (r), for the word# 
‘'payment of tax’’ in lines 1 and 2, the ’WM)rd8 “payment of the tax” b# 




substituted. 

Sir, this is a drafting- amendment. The ordiruirv use of the English 
language would require that the amendment should be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Amendment moved that in stib- 
clause (4) of (dause 45 of the Bill, in paragraph (c), for the wordb “pay# 
ment of tax” in lines 1 and 2, the words “payment of the tax” ta 
substituted. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-dlauitd 
(4) of clause 45 of ihe Bill, in paragraph (c), for the words ^‘paytnhnt of 
tax” in lines 1 and 2, the words “payment of the tax” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) , li ,, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 45 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 46, , f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 46 
stand part of the Bill, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 


Clause 47. 

Clause 47 stand part of the Bill. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub*^ 
clause (1) of clause 47 of the Bill, for the words “If any individual, Hindu 
undivided family, company, Ruler of an Indian State, firm or other asso- 
ciation of persons satisfied the Agricultural Income-tax Officer” in lines 
1 to 3, the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“If the Agricultural Income-tax Officer h satisfied that 
Hindu undivided family, belonging to ‘the 
company. Ruler of an Indian State, firm or other ass 
individuals is satisfied”. 



This is merely a drafting amendment, Sir, and I need not make any 
flpeecli on it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause {1) of clause 
47 of the Bill, for the words “if any individual, Hindu undivided family, 
company. Ruler of an Indian State, firm or other association of persons 
eatisfied the Agricultural Income-tax Ofiicer’* in lines 1 to 3, the following 
words be substituted, namely: — 

“If the Agricultural Income-tax Officer is satisfied that any individual, 
Hindu undivided family belonging to the Mitakshara school, 
company, Ruler of an Indian State, firm or other association of 
individuals is satisfied.” 


The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I oppose this 
amendment, as I think our drafting is better, and, moreover, we have 
followed the language of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

The motion being put a division was challenged and taken with following 
result : — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Mr. 8 C. Chakravertl. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Ral Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 


AYES— 12. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. MukherJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhury. 

Ral Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 


NOES— 27. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran, 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur S. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 

“Ayes” being — 12, and the “Noes” — 27, the amendment is negatived. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to^ move: That in 
sub-clause (7) of clause 47 of the Bill, for the words “association of 
persons” in lines 2 and 3, the words “association of individuals” be 
substituted. 

Sir, this is mainly a drafting amendment, but it may have some bearing 
on the real meaning of the clause. Sir, the word “person” has been 
defined in clause 2. According to that definition, “person” includes a 
Hindu undivided family, a firm, a company or a Ruler of an Indian State. 
Here the word “association of persons” really means “association of 
individuals.” The House will be pleased to consider a similar passage in 
clause 48 in line 3, where the woras “association of individuals” occur. 
The expression in the Bill-clause, I believe, is a mistake, and I have no 
doubt about it now because the mistake has been detected and the same 
amendment has been tabled W Government in amendment Nos. 317 and 
318. With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, is there quorum? 

Mr. D. J. Cohen was entering the Chamber at that time and including 
him there was quorum. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (i) of 
clause 47 of the Bill, for the words “association of persons^* in lines 2 and 
3, the words “association of individuals” be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. I 
think Government detected the mistake and yiat is why they gave 
notice of amendment. It would appf"«n- that in clause 48 everywhere the 
word “individuals” has been used In clause 48(7) “Notwithstanding 
anything* in section 47, a share-holder of a company, a partner of a firm 

or a member of an association of individuals ” In (2) “Any share-holder 

or member of an association of individuals ’ “In (.^) “ paid by 

a firm or association of individuals ” wherever the word “association” 

has been brought in it is followed by the word “individual”. So instead of 
the word “person”, the appropriate word should be “individual” and it 
should read “association of individuals” instead of “association of persons”. 


Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, 1 beg to support this 
amendment. The word “person” is in my opinion W'rong in this place 
and in place of that word the w'ord “indiviihials” should be substituted 
for the simple reason that what was intended was to include something 
other than persons. But certainly the draftsman did not intiuid to include 
those who come under the definition of person in sub-clause ( 9 ) of clause 2. 
Now what is intended is that it should really bri!ig in those persons who 
did not come witliin the meaning of the word “persons”, lhat vras 
the amendment projiosed on behalf of (iovernment by Mr. Biren Roy. 
Now w’hat is the idea behind this phrase? 1 say tliai either this word 
“persons” has been deliberately inserted to give a different meaning or it 
has been inserted inadvertently. My reading of this clause is : that this 
word “persons” has been used inadvertently. If, however, it is supposed 
that this has been inserted d(diberately, then I submit that the Govern- 
ment intends to include certain Hindu undivided families or firms or 
companies and the Rulers of Indian States within the definition of asso- 
ciation of persons”. Su])])Osing two companies carry on joint business, 
you will assess them as association of persons. I think if the word person 
IS there, you can very easily say that because there is a joint venture of 
two companies, they come under association of persons. That, 1 think, 
was never intended. Nor if two undivided families carry on a joint 
business of agriculture, you can tax them under association ot persona. 
8o you will find that the difference in the words would certainly make a 
difference in the assessment and in the liability. That the case, I 

think the House should accept the amendment by substituting the word 
“individuals” for the word “persons” which I think was really iiiteiidecl. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 


amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is: That in sub-clause 
( 1 ) of clause 47 of the Bill, for the words “association of persons m lines 
2 and 3, the words “association of individuals’’ be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYE8— 11. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 
Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 


Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherll. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhurl. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl WahiduKaman. 


NOES— 25. 

Sahib N. Amin. 
tch- Sahib A. Aiiz. 
Mr 3. L. Barua. 
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Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarko. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 

Mr. L. Hossaln. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House lias divided. The '‘Ayes” 
being — 11, and the “Noes” — 2''), the amendment is negatived. 

I tbink amendments Nos. 319 and 320 do not arise as they are the same 
as the previous one. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move iliat in sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of clause 47 of the Bill, for the words “The Assistant Commis- 
sioner in the exercise of his appellate powers or the Commissioner in the 
exercise of his powers of revision if satisfied to the like effect” in lines 1 
to 3, the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“If the Assistant Commissioner in the exercise of his appellate powers 
or the Commissioner in the exercise of his powers of revision is 
satisfied to the like effect”. 

This is a drafting amendment and is simply a re-arrangement of the 
words in a regular form. This has been recommended by the highest 
authorities in the art of draftsmanship. In order to strengthen a sentence 
or a clause sometimes re-arrangement is necessary, and in order to make 
the meaning precise and clear this is often indispensable. I would leave 
it to the House to consider, if it is inclined to consider and I think that, if 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury condescends to considef this matter, then I 
think he too will agree that* this amendment is necessary. I, therefore, 
submit the amendment for the considered consideration of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 47 of the Bill, for the words “The Assistant Commissioner in the 
exercise of his appellate powers or the Commissioner in the exercise of his 
powers of revision if satisfied to the like effect ’ in lines 1 to 3, the 
following words be substituted, namely: — 

“If the Assistant Commissioner in the exercise of his appellate powers 
or the Commissioner in the exercise of his powers of revision is 
satisfied to the like effect”. 

The Hon’Jble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, this is a drafting 
amendment and I prefer our own drafting which is in accord with the 
language of section 48(2) of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub-clause 
(2) of cjause 47 of the Bill, for the words “The Assistant Commissioner 
in the exci^cise of his appellate powers or the Commissioner in the exercise 
ol hi> i)()\vcis oi :evision il satisfied in the like effect” in lines 1 to 3 the 
following words be substituted: — 

“If the Assistant Commissioner in the exercise of his appellate powers 
or the Commissioner in the exercise of his powers of revision is 
satisfied to the like effect.” 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taked with the following 
result : — 


Mr. M. Hotsain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 
Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 
Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
Dr. K. Talukdar. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjl, 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravorti. 


AYES— 12. 

{ Mr. K. A. Chowdhury, 
Mr. L. C. Das. 

I Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 
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Ral Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohdanabish. 


Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlduizaman. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 
Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 
Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


NOES^-24. 

I Mrs. K. D'Rozario, 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

I The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoealn. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Moliah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman* 

Mr. Yakub h. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT.: Order, order. The Hou se has divided. The “Ayes' ^ 
being — 12, and the “Noes" — 24, the aineiidinent is negatived. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Si., I beg to move: That 
in clause 47 of the Bill, after 8ub-elaus<‘ (.>), the following sub-elaiiso be 
added, namely: — 

“The Assistant Commissioner or the ('ommissioiK'rs may on being 
staivsfied that an individual TTindu undivided family, Company, 
Ruler of an Indian State, firm or other association of ])erHon8 is 
not liable to tax he may grant an exeni])tion certificate.’' 

Sir, looking to clause 47, we find a provision has been made for refund 
of taxes when they have been assessed wrongly or otherwise. 1 think a 
similar clause may be inserted in order that p(*r8ons wlio are nf)t liable to 
tax may approach the Assistant Commissioner and obtain n certificate .for 
exemption. I would remind the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that there 
is a similar provision in the Indian Income-Tax Act, and this being the Act 
which lie is quoting all along, 1 may request him to consider whether 
he should allow this amendment. There would be a lot of saving of trouble 
for the assessees and also the officers of the Assessment Department. One 
other consideration which I may request the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
give to this subject and that is that the amendment wffiich I have proposed, 
if accepted, will remove a real difficulty in the Act itself. As a matter of 
fact, if we look to the agricultural population there will be many who 
will be on the border line and if they are given certificate of exemption 
that would, as I have already submitted, mean a saving of time of the 
assessment officer. With these few words, I move my amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 47 of the Bill, 
after sub-clause (3) the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“The Assistant Commissioner or the Commissioners may on being 
satisfied that an individual Hindu undivided family. Company, 
Ruler of an I;idian State, firm or other association of persons is 
not liable to tax he may grant an exemption certificate.” 


The Hon’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, when an officer 
decides that a particular person is not liable to pay any agricultural 
income-tax, he would certainly record an order to that effect and the person 
concerned is entitled to a certified copy of that order. The honourable 
mover has said that there was an analogous provision in the 
tax Act. He has not specified what ‘particular section of ^ . 

Tnaari'f * 'nnaa'i Vvl-rr k £. m-oa 4ii*inrp a TiUnlr «hot. I oDPose the amenamenr. 
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Mr. PRE8IDEMT: The question before the House is that in clause 47 
of the Bill, after sub-clause (3) the following sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

‘‘The Assistant Commissioner or the Commissioners may on being 
satisfied that an individual Hindu undivided family, Company, 
Ruler of an Indian State, firm or other association of persons is 
not liable to tax he may grant an exemption certificate.*’ 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. H. Kabir. 


AYES— 12. 

' Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. MukherjI. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 
Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


NOES— 24. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosain. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Khan Sahib Subidall Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Taiukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes” 
being — 12, and the “Noes” — 24, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, before you proceed further with 
the business of the House, may I raise the question of adjourning for 
^'Ashar'^ prayers}^ 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But Ashar prayers com- 
inence from f)-45 p.m. and will continue right up to G-30 p.m. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: No, no. Not from 5-45 p.m. but 
from 5-15 p.m. If Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury does not know that, 
then 1 am really sorry. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Y ou do not know anything jf 
this. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Certainly, I claim to know. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: So do I. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a very difficult question : surely I cannot settle 
it. I must ask the views of the Honourable the licader of the House or 
of the Moulana Sahib on this matter. 

Maulana AKRAM KHAN: The time for Ashar prayers will last up to 
6-30 p.m. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: It is necessary that we should say our 
prayers just in time. 

Maulana AKRAM KHAN: Not necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the Maulana Sahib please say when the 
Afhar prayers will start? 
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Maulana AKRAM KHAN: It lasts from 5 p.m. to 6-30 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We wil ordinarily adjourn from today at 6 p.m. but 
when do you think we should adjourn for pra 3 ’er 8 p 

Maulana AKRAM KHAN: Even if we disperse at 6 p.m., there will be 
time left for saying Ashar prayers. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAM: T want to differ from the opinion just 
given by the Maulana Sahib. The earlier we finish our jiraj^ers the better. 
I am glad that Mr. Hamidul Huq Ohowdhury has been contradicted by 
the Maulana Sahib and if hereafter he still insists on his view then I am 
leally sorry for him. Sir, before you decide finally, I woulci like you 
to refer to the proceedings of the other House. Yon will find from there 
what is the actual prayer time in these days and on the basis of that you 
may give j^our ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid it is not the ordinal' v practice of this 
House to adjourn for prayer. The other House is not in session now. The 
time of the prayer, I believe, is at sunset. Here we have the opinion of 
one of the greatest Maul anas 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Sir, he represents one section 
of the Muslims and not all sections of the Muslims. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I find that there is difference of o])inion but the 
larger section — the majority — accept the o])inion of the Maulana in 
preference to yours. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, wo all accept 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Your version has been 
contradicted by your leader. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before tbe House is 
that clause 47 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 48, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 48 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in clause 
48 of the Bill, in sub-clause (1), for the words “anything in” in line 1, 
the words “anything contained in” be substituted. 

(Here the Hon*ble the President left the Chamber and Mr. W. B. G. 
Laidlaw took the Chair.) 

Sir, before proceeding further with tbe amendment, may I submit that 
there is a limitation of our mental powers; and as the Hon’ble tbe President, 
who is a veteran parliamentarian and who has gone through all sorts of 
experience in parliamentary and other affairs, has found it necessary to 
enjoy some physical relaxation, should we not also deserve some physical 
rest? Mr. Chairman, we have submitted to the needs of the moment as 
long as possible. But we have sat long enough. In the circumstances, 
may I pray. Sir, that the House be adjourned because our brains are much 
over-worked already and may not comfortably hear further strain. When 
a distinguished man like the Hon’ble President required rest, I think we 
are also greatly in need of this rest and so far as I am concerned I have 
had to do a very large volume of work. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, whatever may be the position in ^ 
of other matters, clauses 48 and 49 are very important clauses ^ 
oven the members opposite a^ree that these two clauses are 
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contentious clause in the Bill. The most important debate will take place 
on clauses 48 and 49, and if we take it up at the fag-end of the day, 1 am 
afraid we shall not be able to do justice to ourselves or to the clauses. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. B. C. Laidiaw); Order, order. Wilh regard 
to Ihe remark of Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, I may say that the 
Hon ’hie President was in the Chair continuously from 2-15 until 5-15. He 
has now gone for some relaxation and refreshment and he will be back very 
shortly. As regards the second point raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir, I 
may say that discussion on clause 48 has already started under the chair- 
manship of the Hon’ble President and I think we ought to continue it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: But, Sir, we also require 
similar refreshment and rest. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. B. G. Laidiaw): Order, order. You may go 

on. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I have moved the amendment 
and I have nothing more to say except that it is a drafting amendment 
and it should be accepted. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. B. C. Laidiaw): Amendment moved : that 
in clause 48 of the Bill, in sub-clause (7), for the words “anything in” 
in line 1, the words “anything contained in” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I submit that the 
amendment iloes not improve our draft. So I oppose the amendment. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. B. G. Laidiaw): The question before the 
House is: that in clause 48 of the Bill, in sub-clause {1), for the words 
“anything in” in line 1, the words “anything contained in” be substituted. 

The motion being pul, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


AYE8— 0. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 


Mr. N. N. Moholanobith. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduziaman. 


NOES— 22. 


Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 
Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. O. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. B. C. Laidiaw); Order, order. The House 
has divided. The “Ayes” being — 9, and tlie “Noes” — 22, the amend- 
ment is negatived. 


Kh&n Bshadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: That in 
sub-clause {!) of clause 48 of the Bill, for the words ‘‘the total world income 
of such shareholder, partner or member if such total world income were 
agricultural income chargeable to agricultural income-tax under this Act” 
in lines 10 to 12, the words “total agricultural income arising out of land 
in Bengal” be substituted. 
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Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is a very important amendment. This sub- 
clause {1) of clause 48 deals with refunds of taxes. The standard on 
which tax has been imposed under this Bill is based upon the Benj^al Agri- 
cultural income alone. The world income is a standard which is adopted 
by the Indian Income-tax and English Income-tax Acts. So far as the 
Bengal Act is concerned, the standard is that of agricultural income. 
The rate of tax will depend on the agricultural income of different 
classes mentioned in the sche<lule. AVhilc, in imposing the tax the 
standard is the Bengal agricultural income, refund is based on the 
standard of world income. Suppose, a man as a small partner of a big 
agricultural tirni gets an income of Rs. 500. Suppose further, that he 
has had to pay an agricultural income-tax of 00 ]»ie8 in the rupee. 
Suppose again^ that he has other agricultural income of Rs. 4,500. 
His total agricultural income will then be Its. 5,000. He should be liable 
to pay agricultural income-tax on only Rs. 1,500 at the rale pf 9 pies in 
the rupee. He would thus plainly be entitled to a rciund of the excess 
tax of 21 pies in the rupee on Rs. 500. But under tht* clause, if he has 
a big world inc(une of a non-agricultural nature, he will be entitled to no 
refund. 

But our standard is Bengal agricultural income. We have nothing to 
do 'with the world income. Then, why should .we bo parsimonious in 
refunding the excess tax except on the basis of Bengal agricultural income? 
To introduce world income here would mean that the (lovernment is un- 
willing to refund the excess tax in ordinar^v descTving cases. To lay down 
two different sets of tests — one for assessing the tax and the other for 
refunding the excess tax would be not to show give and take but, rather, 
take and take. This prin<-i]>le is, I submit, mischievous. This would 
have been justified if the standard of world income had been accepted in 
assessing the tax. These considerations would enable the House to see the 
injustice or rather anomaly or illogicality of the standard. I do not know 
whether such a provision will be beyond the scope of the Provincial Legis- 
lature. At least, a refund should have nothing to do with the world income. 
In the circumstances, I submit that the amendment should he accepted. 
It will set a uniform standard for the purpose of taking and also for the 
purpose of giving. With these tew words, I submit my amendment for 
the consideration of the House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. B. C. Laidlaw): Amendment moved : that in 
sub-clause (i) of clause 48 of the Bill, for the words “the total world income 
of such share-holder, partner or member if such total world income were 
agricultural income chargeable to agricultural income-tax under this Act” 
in lines 10 to 12, the words “total agricultural income arising out of land 
in Bengal” be substituted. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHALANABI8: Sir, I would like to 
support this amendment not exactly on the ground put forward by Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad but on slightly different grounds. This 
clause 48 deals with refunds of tax deemed to have been paid by companies, 
firms and associations on behalf of others. Now, it is said that a company, 
a firm or an association has to pay the agricultural income-tax under this Act 
on behalf of certain persons and if there is any difference between the rate 
of tax that the company, firm or association of persons were liable to and 
the rate at which the person himself is liable, then he is entitled to a 
refund of the difference. That in substance must be the idea behind this 
clause. Again, in this clause it is said that “the total agricultural iiicome 
of such company, firm or association and the average rate which would he 
applicable to the total world income oT such share-holder, partner or member 
if such total world income were agricultural income chai^eahie to 
tural income-tax under this Act.” If we turn to the definition c ause, 
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find that the **total world income” is defined in sub-clause (17) of clause 2 
of the Bill. ” ‘Total world income’ means the sum of — 

(a) the total world income as defined in the Indian Income-tax Act, 
1922, and 

' (h) the total agricultural income as defined in this Act, and 

(c) the agricultural income derived from land in British India 
excepting Bengal : ” 

BO that you have the aggregate of several incomes taken as the total world 
income; first, income under the Indian Income-tax Act, then the income 
under this particular Act and then the agricultural income derived from 
land outside Bengal. Now, Sir, the question arises that when you are 
taxing a company under this Act you are taxing a company’s agricultural 
income; it means that income which is derived from land held within the 
province and if that income is up to a certain standard you charge the 
company at a certain rate and if the income goes up the rate to be charged 
also goes up accordingly, so that naturally an individual assessee may have 
returns or income from agricultural land within Bengal which may vary 
from that of the income of the Company of which he may have been a 
shareholder. The Company may be earning a great deal and the company 
may be paying the tax at a very high rale and the individual may be 
paying the tax at a lower rate and when the tax is realised from the company 
he can naturally ask for refund on the basis of the difference, but w^hen 
you are bringing in the question of total world income then in the case of 
refund you are taxing the man much more than ne is liable for. You do 
not stand only upon the agricultural income. A man may have a big 
income from sources other than agricultural and may have a small agri- 
cultural income, but being a shareholder of a company he might be taxed 
at a higher rate. So that I submit that it will not be fair to take into 
consideration the world income of this particular shareholder in case of 
refund. Why should we take into consideration other income, namely, 
non-agricultural income or income from land outside the province of 
Bengal at the time when you are giving him a refund? That I submit is 
unfair and unjust. In giving refund you ought ordinarily to follow the 
simple procedure of granting him refund on the difference in the rate that 
he might otherwise be liable to pay if he were the assessee. The Company 
pays not on its own behalf but on behalf of the shareholder and the ordi- 
nary rule is that the shareholder is to get a refund on the basis as if he 
himself was being assessed. You take from the company tax at 10 pies 
in the rupee but the man’s income does not perhaps allow you to charge 
more than 6 pies in the rupee, so that he ought to get a refund of 4 pies, 
the difference between the two rates of tax. Therefore I submit that there 
is no justification for taking the whole world income into consideration in 
the case of refund. Therefore the average rate in the clause should be 
the difference between what has been realised from him and what he ought 
to pay as agricultural income if that was his income. We should not bring 
in the world income into this matter when in this connection we are not 
going to tax his other income or income from land situated outside the 
province of Bengal. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I rise to speak on the amendment neither 
to support it nor to oppose it, but to ask for clarification from the Hon’ble 
Minister. I must confess that the speeches of the honourable gentlemen 
who have just spoken have succeeded in confusing a layman like me and 
I am not quite clear as to what exactly the import of this amendment is. 
I find one or two impatient friends on the other side who are prepared to 
sit for longer hours but are not prepared to pay the price of sitting for 
longer hours in the weariness and tiredness which are inevitable if the 
House sits for longer hours. They are hurrying through things without 
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understanding them and I know, Sir, that they are not concerned in 
understanding anything. They have deposited whatever power of under- 
standing they have, whatever brains they have~~und 1 do not say that they 
have no brains — they have deposited]' whatever brains they have m the safe- 
custody of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. ] confess that as a layman I 
find that the amendment is very confusing indeed 

Mr. SULTAN AHMED: On a point of order. Sir, Is Mr. Kabir 
entitled to speak when he himself says that he speaks neither for nor 
against the amendment? Can he speak when he is neither for nor against 
the amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is quite possible for a member to speak eitlier for 
or against an amendment. When time of voting comes he may remain 
neutral. So a member can speak neither for nor against an amendment. 
He may remain neutral at the time of voting. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. I find, Sir, that more time is taken in useless 
points of order than in actual discus.sion. 1 do not know if it is the 
attitude of my friends opposite simply to record their votes without under- 
standing anything and compelling others to vote without understanding. 

I know that my friends opposite are very intelligent ; but I do not under- 
stand why they should not allow some indulgence to ont‘ who claims that 
he is finding some difficulty in understanding tin* amendment. 1 ask the 
Government to explain the i>osition, sim*e it is the duty of the (lovernment 
to convince us by explaining what they intend. My friends opposite are 
trying to shut up discussion b(*cause of their artificial majority. But I 
think it is the duty of the CJovernment to ex])laiu the position. 

Now, Sir, coming to the clause itself, I find that there are several parts. 

I leave out the early parts and take the portion where it is slated “such 
company, firm or association”, etc. In other words, the tax which is here 
imposed on this class of persons is imposed upon them not in their personal 
capacity but in virtue of their partnership of either a company or a 
partnership of an as.sociation of individuals. Again, Sir, I find from clause 
48, sub-clause (i), that the amount which is taken into consideration in 
assessing the tax in this particular clause is wdth regard to the income 
from the profit made by the company or the partnership or the firm or the 
association of individuals. It is not on the income which a man makes in 
his own right or by his individual exertion. I also find, Sir, that the 
income-tax, whatever it is, is paid on behalf of the individual in virtue 
of his partnership of a firm or membership of an association of individuals. 
Therefore, we are concerned only with tiiat portion of the income which 
he obtains by virtue of his partnership of any one of this type of asso- 
ciation or bodies. The income which he derives by his individual exertion 
or by his individual business or any other sort of an individual under- 
taking is left out of account. The tax is deemed to have been paid by the 
company or firm, on behalf of individuals. Now, what will be the rate? 
The rate will be the rate which would apply to the total agricultural 
income of such a company. Now, Sir, for the sake of illustration, sup- 
posing it is one anna — I am taking the figure only for clarification. I 
know that the rate of agricultural income when we consider the total 
agricultural income of a company is fixed at two and a half annas, but 
for the sake of convenience, let us take it as one anna. Now, therefore 
in the case of the individual, when the portion of his income which is 
derived in virtue of his partnership of such company or association is 
taxed, it is taxed at the rate of anna one in the rupee. This fax of one 
anna is paid on his behalf by his firm. Now the question of difference 
comes in. There is first, the rate which is actually paid on his behalf by 
his firm in virtue of his membership. There is, on the other hand, the 
average rate which would be applicable to the total world income of sue 
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share-holder, partner or member if such total world income were a^icnl- 
tural income chargeable to tax under this Act. In the latter portion of 
this danse, the income which w^e are considering is his total world income; 
and assuming that this total world income is assessable to the agricultural 
income-tax, it is quite obvious that the total world income would 
be greater than the total agricultural income. Therefore, if the world 
income is higher than the total agricultural income of the company or 
the firm, the rate of income-tax would also be higher. Now, if the rate 
be annas two for the total world income of the partnership or association, 
then even if the agricutiiiral income-tax had been based on this total world 
income, the rate would be the same. For firms, the rate of income-tax 
would be annas two in the rupee. An individual may pay at the rate of 
one anna or it may be that he has paid two annas. Later on he might 
be given a refund on account of the difference in the tw'o rates. 


Here I have to ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister two questions. 
First in what way is the isL\ going to operate? Is it going to operate to 
the advantage of the person taxed? When the refund is given, are we 
to assume that the rates were calculated on the basis of the total world 
income, though actually this w^as not done? The question of refund arises 
if only we treat for the purposes of taxation as if the total world income 
were also the total agricultural income of a firm or company. Earlier, we 
have been told this is not the case. If that is not the case, then on the 
basis of the rate which we have suggested, (say one anna for the sake of 
argument), a person may have been taxed at the rate of one anna. At 
the time of refund, if the basis of calculation be at the rate of two annas, 
then is the difference going io be refunded? As I have stated at the outset, 
the speeches of the two honourable members have not clarified this point. 
I am not convinced by the speech of my honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
Naziriuldin Ahmad who says that it is parsimonious on the part ot the 
Government to refuse the refund. 1 find the contrary is the case. Instead 
of giving the assessed person a smaller sum, the Government is giving 
him a larger refund. Jt seems to me that there is room for confusion m 
the clause as it stands and I find it difficult to understand. Earlier, it has 
been stated clearly that only the agricultural income will be considered 
in assessing the tax. If that is clearly laid down, it seems to me that the 
other half is altogether unnecessary. It the amendment were earned, the 
clause would then read: “Notwithstanding anything in section 4<, a share- 
holder ot a company, a partner of a firm or a member ot an association ot 
individuals on whose behalf agricultural income-tax is by section 17 deemed 
to have been paid by such company, firm or association, shall be entitled 
to a refund of agricultural income tax on account of any diprence between 
the rate of agricultural income-tax applicable under this Act to the total 
agricultural income of such cotnpany, firm or association and the average 
rate which would be applicable to the total agricultural income arising 
out of land in B«nga^^ 

It seems to me that in that case the two rates would be identical. If 
Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad’s amendment is earned, the other rate 
would also be the total agricultural income of the company. The w^le 
clause would become superfluous. There is no difference between the two, 
as it stands now. 1 do not see the propriety of having the latter portion 
of this clause. Since the rate of assessment is determined by the totaJ 
agricultural income, the question of any refund on the basis of average 
rate would not arise at all, because it would be a higher rate. Therefore, 
the difference will only operate in favour of the assessees and against the 
interest of the province. I hope, therefore, the Hon ble Finance Minister 
will clarify the point. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; May I rise on a point oi 
personal explanation? Sub-clause ( 1 ) makes the distinction between tut 
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rate chargeable on the company and the refund. If it is a person, it will 
charge at the maximum rate and the refund is in income of the person. 
This is the difterence. 

Mft HUMAYUN KABiR: I see tia* point in the case of refund. You 
are taking the total world income (d the transaction. In one case you are 
taking the int'ome of the coni])uii\ and in the othi'r case you are taking the 
total world income of the individual. I would ask the* Finance Minister 
to explain the relation of the two. 

Mf» LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 also want to speak on this 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may speak. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to support the amendment 
moved by my friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. Now, Sir, section 
48(^) reads as follows: — 

“]N ot withstanding anything in section 47, a sharc-hohh'r of a company, 
a i)artner oi a firm or a member of an association of individuals 
on whose behalf agricultural income-tax is by section 17 deenied 
to have been paid by smdi com]>any, firm or association, shall he 
entitled to a refund of agricultural income-tax on account of any 
difVertuiee hedween flie rate of agrieiilturul income-tax applicable 
und(*r this Act to the total agricultural im'onn* of such ctnnpany, 
tirm or association and the avcrag(‘ rate wliich would be apiilitaibh* 
t(» the total world income oi such share-holder, jmrtner or member 
if Micli total woj'ld income were agricultural income chargeable t«> 
:ii»ri( ultural iiKome-tax under this Act.” 

Sir, tht' Khan Bahadur wants that in jilaci* of the words ‘‘the total 
world income of such .sharc-lioldcr, partner or member if such total world 
income wtuc agricultural ineomc i haigeable to agricultural income-tax 
under this Act”, fhe words “total agricultural income arising out of land 
in Benoar* he substituted. What is ((uitc ujipaient to m(‘ is this that the 
Hon'ble the Finance .Minister is attempting to redu(‘(‘ the amount of refund 
which would be made payable to a share-holder, and with this object in 
view he has brought in the question of the total world income of that share- 
holder, i>artner or that member, for thm only it wdll be found that the rate 
payable by such a share-holder, partner or member will be higher than if 
only his agrieultu i j I income derived from his, land in Bengal is taken into 
consideration. For instance, Sir, the company, say, pays annas in the 
rupee as agricultural income-tax. By that payment he pays on behalf of 
the share-holder or partner or member. Now% if only agricultural income 
of the share-holder is taken into consideration, the share-holder would be 
found to be paying 9 pies in tlie rupee, or say, one anna in the rupee, aud 
the difference w'iil have to be refunded, say, the difference of one anna or 
say one anna aud six pies will have to be refunded but if instead of taking 
the question of the total agricultural income arising out of land in Bengal 
into consideration, the question of world income is taken into considera- 
tion, it may be found that the rate applicable would be one anna and six 
pies in the rupee, but he will be refunded only two and half pies in the 
rupee or it may very well be that it may be found that the rate applicable 
to the share-holder will be even 2h annas which is exactly the rate which 
the company is paying so that it will get actually no refund. If refund 
Is to be payable at all, it should be payable by the difference which will 
be payable by the rate that has to be paid by the share-holder in relation 
to his total agricultural income derived arising out of his land m liengai 
without considering his world income. This will be equitable an jus 
and with this object the amendment has been brought in. 

491 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Mr. P^sident, Sir, I spport 
tli« amendment which has been moved by my friend Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad. It seems there is some misapprehension in the House 
with regard to the effect of the clause itself and also the effect of the 
amendment. Now, so far as the clause itself is concerned, I may state by 
referring to the clause itself which runs thus; — 

* ‘Notwithstanding anything in section 47, a share-holder of a com- 
pany, a partner of a firm or a member of an association of indivi- 
duals on whose behalf agricultural income-tax is by section 17 
deemed to have been paid by such company.’* Now, we have to 
go back to clause 17 for the purpose of determining what are the 
taxes that a company will have to pay, I am reading clause 17 
accordingly: — A company, firm or other association of individuals 
which has paid agriculUiral incomt‘-lux under this Act in respect 
of its agricultural income as such company 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order : The Council stands adjourned till 
2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on AVednesday, the 16th 
August, 1944. 

Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from Hie meeting held on the 15th 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Iluinayun Beza Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. K. K. Hutta. 

(4) Mr. K. W. N. Ferguson. 

(5) Mr. Abdul La tiff. 

(6) Mr. N. N. Mookerj(‘e. 

(7) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(8) Mr. It. S. Purssell. 

(9) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(10) Mr. B. Iv. Roy Chowdhury. 

(11) Mr. K, C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(12) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL MBATCS 


First Sassioiit 1M4 — No. 78. 


The Council met in the Legislative CliaiiilH*r of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wtnlnesday, the Kith August, lf)44, at L'-lf) p.iu. being 
tile seventy-eighth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62('2)(rt) of the Government of India Act, 1940. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkvsad Sin(;ji Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Famine Inquiry Commission. 

252. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKERilEE: WiU the llon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government of Bengal have l)een consulted about the 
procedure to be adopted by the Famine Imiuiry Commission; ami 
(h) if the Government propose to consider the desirability (»f jiressing 
upon the CominisBion for getting members from the Bengal 
I^egislature to be co-opted for the purpose of the enquiry in 
Bengal Y 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (th# Non'hle 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) No. 

(b) Th(‘ relevant Ordinance of the Government of India does not provide 
for co-option of members. 

Adjouminwit Motion regarding shortage and high ivioos of Moth. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, 1 gave notic.e 
of a motion for adjournment on a very important suhjeid, namely, the 
situation arising out of the shortage ana hi^h prices of cloth, it is a very 
important matter so far as the people of this province are concerned. So I 
ask your permission to move this adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it not a matter which concerns the Central 
Government? 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; No, Sir, it is a 
matter which concerns the Bengal Government also. The Civil Supplies 
Department has appointed a Textile 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it involves more than one issue and concerns 
both the Government of India and this Government. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: It involves both the 
Governments; but it is the primary concern of the Bengal Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, most of tlic inuKers 
arising out of this motion comes within the purview of the Government of 
India. The question of supply, the question of the maintenance of price 
level and even arrangemeni for Die regular supply — tliese are maUers out- 
side the purview of this Government. Then, Sir, the queshon of sup/dy 
depends on movement and upon tiie facility of transport. J yvonld have 
been able to make a statement. But I do not want to enter into a contro- 
versy at the present moment. The Textile ComtnisHioner r.oming to 
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Calcutta on the 19th instant to meet the Advisory Committee when we 
shall discuss the matter. There aie also many outstanding matters, one 
of which is the quota allotted to the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Does not the Government 

of Bengal decide the quota? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We have nothing to do xvith 
quota and that matter has not been decided to our satisfaction. So we have 
aecided to discuss with the Textile Commissioner this and many other 
matters that are outstanding and of which perhaps the mover is not aware. 
The Textile Commissioner is going to give us four days for the discussion 
of these matters. I submit, Sir, apart from this fact, namely, that it is 
extremely undesirable to ventilate on the floor of the Chamber now matters 
regarding which we shall have discussion with the Textile Commissioner, 
the motion is out of order. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, the discussion 
of this question will help the Hon’ble Minister in carrying on negotiations 
with the Textile Commissioner. So far as the Bengal quota is concerned, 
it is the BengM Government which makes arrangement with the Central 
Government to ensure a proper siipplv of cloth for Bengal. I could not 
explain the position because the Hon’ble Minister was on his legs. How- 
ever, my point is this : we in Bengal have been suffering for want of cloth 
and high prices of cloth. Now, every time w’e approacli the Hon’ble the 
Civil Supplies Minister he says it is not a provincial subject but that it is 
a central subject. But, Sir, how can we approach the Government of India? 
As the Hon ole Minister says, the Textile Commissioner is coming here. 
In iny opinion, that is all the more reason why a discussion of this subjec t 
should be allowed. The Hon’ble Minister cannot possibly know what our 
grievances are unless he gives us a hearing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There seems to be a lamen- 
table ignorance of the actual conditions relating to this probltmi. I do not 
think that any good would come out of the discussion in whi(*h tlie honour- 
able members would participate. For instance, he talks al)out the price- 
level being high and also tiiinks that we can reduce the })rice-level. He 
ought to know that price is fixed by the Government of India under ela- 
borate price-lisis and the tex-mark is made in conformity with the price- 
lists. The Government of India are trying to reduce the price and they 
have been able to reduce the price progressively. We cannot fix a pric^e 
which is below^ the price-level fixed by the Government of India. We have 
to purchase cloths from the Bombay mills at the price which is fixed by 
the Government of India. Secondly, it is not possible for us to fix a lower 
price-level. It show^s that the honourable member knows nothing at all. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, may I draw 
your attention to the remarks made by Mr. S. C. Roy, Chairman of the 
Textile Committee 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: I must be satisfied before I give my consent to your 
motion that the subject-matter of this motion is primarily the concern of 
the Provincial trovernment. Your motion raises more than one issue, 
namely, price-levgl, supply and distribution. Supply, I understand, is 
five conc(‘rn of the Central Government. Price-level is also the concern of 
the Central (lovernmeut and distribution probably, I speak here subject to 
ccrreetion, is the ('oneern of the Lot^al Government. So, the subject-matter 
of yoiir motion is not primarily the concern of the Provincial Government. 
That is the difficulty regarding your motion. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: If the Government 
of India fails to ensure regular supply, then is it not the duty of the Pro- 
vincial Government to arrange for the supply? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a .liftercnt question. I realise the 
importanee of the point raised by you ; but probably that gfrievance will have 
to oe remedied by some other mean.s not by moving an adjournment motion 
to adjourn the business of the House, in adjournment motion can be 
moved only according to the rules n '-irding such motions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Government of India 
have placed certain restrictions on the sxipply of cloth. They have arranged 
that certain quantity of cloths will be made available to the (‘onsuiners at 
reasonable price in a well-distributed manner. So. this (doth business is 
entirely in the hands of the tlovernment of India. They have taken 
this power under certniii Ordinances. So far as tin* Provincial Government 
is concerned, they can supply it but that does not make* tlicin jirimarily 
responsible for the situation complained of, becau.se unless the primary 
responsibility is given to them you cannot say that the failure was dm* to 
the fault of the Provincial Government. NoImkIv agrees more with Hai 
Bahadur Keshah Chandra Banerjee than myself in thinking that there is 
an acute situation regarding cloth in Bengal. In the rules that are Indtig 
made, either the Government of India has bungled or us my friend says, 
it has been made by the trade. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; It is not a (piestion 
of bungling. My point is this 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I said, there is considerable force in what you 
say but you should not(‘ that your motion involves more than one issue; one 
concerns the Central Government and the other (‘oncerns the Local Govern- 
ment and primarily the Jleiigal (jovernmciit are not concern<‘d. So under 
section 98, 1 cannot allow it, ^ 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Then is no denying 
the fact, as the llon’blc Miuisterlias pointed out, that so far as the Ciujtral 
Government arc concerned, they are b) maintain the j>ric(*-level hut what 
the adjournment motion really jioints to is— — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: W ill you kindly try to reply to my <d)j(u’tion that 
it involves more* than one issue!*' The supply and fixing of prices is the- 
concern of the Central t iov erniiicnt , whereas distrilmt ion is the concern of 
the Local Government. Ilow* can*;>’ou reconcile these two? 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; All that this 
adjournment motion wants is: examination on the part of the Local 
Government of the arrangement made by the Central (iovernment to supidy 
cloth to the people o( Bengal. The adjournment motion does not want the 
Bengal Government lo be responsible for the su])ply (;f cloth. The adjourn- 
ment motion wants exertion on the part of the Civil Supplies Minister to 
take steps in the matter in order to ensure the sujijily of eloth. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y ou cannot adjourn tlie business of the House 
ex(‘c})t for discussing a matter which is primarily the- conc(‘rn of the Jxxsal 
(government. The rules are very clear on the subject and I am afraid 
I must hold that this adjournment motion is not permis.sible. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Will you kindly 
permit me to make a statement tomorrow clearly setling forth the difficulties 
under which people 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: This is not the normal procedure, Rai Bahadur. 
If y(5u are reaHy keen on this matter, you can put a ahori-noticr ciue.stinn 
^nd if I find it in order, I shall certainly admit it and Jet <h(‘ li(>nlrh‘ 
Minister make a statement if he likes. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Hephen to shorf-notice 
(juestions will not bring us nearer to a solution of tin's problem. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: What you want to say in moving the adjournment 
motion you can put in supplementary questions. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: It is very difficult 
to elicit proper information by supplementary questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; There is no use discussing this matter. You have 
been a member of the Legislature for a very long time and you know that 
private members are not allowed to make statements. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I stand corrected. 
It was a slip of tongue on my part to have used the word “statement”. Tn 
fact, what 1 wanted to do is this. I wanted to move a motion so far as cloth 
is concerned 

Mr. PRESIDENT; That you can do under section 9(i. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: 1 cun do that if you 
permit me. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. 
Regarding my Special Motion the debate lias not been concluded. When 
il is going to be (concluded? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The debate will be resumed on Friday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Is it your wish, Sir, that on the non- 
official day also we shall sit from 2-15 to G p.m. ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Aj yom like. If you wish to adjourn earlier, I 
have no objection. 

Khdn Sdhib MhuIvi WAI^IDUZZAMAN; Sir, on Friday we have to 
aay our Jumma prayer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We meet long after the Jumma prayer. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, the time for Jumma 
prayer extends from 1 o’clock to 8 o’cdock, and Government offices in the 
Writers’ Buildings close from 1 o’clock to d o’clock. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have yet to l#arn that the time for the Juuvma 
prayer continues from 1 o’clock to 3 o'clock. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN; I say that there is sufficient 
substance in my statement. But, if you fix the time of the Jumma prayer 
according to your own choice, certainly I am helpless. 

Mr. YAKUB H. S. SATTAR: Sir, the Jumma prayer finishes at 1-30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House will now resume further 
discussion of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944 . 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, yesterday I was 
referring to clause IT of the Bill which refers to the tax which a company 
pays on behalf ^ ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, I cannot follow you. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. there is so much 
golmal in the House, otherwise you could have followed me ouite all 
right. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 
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Mr. BANKIM GHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Bir, I was r«ferrin^ to 
clause 17 of the Bill which makes a provision for payment of tax on Iwnall 
of the share-hoklers of companies, firms cr other association of individuals. 
In this coiiiiectioii we liave further to ue that in the Bohedule to the Bill a 
provision has been made that a conijiuny, firm or other association of indi- 
viduals has to pay two annas and six pies in the ru|>ee. It is the maxinium 
rate that is jirovided in the Schedule. Now, let us consider the clause itaelf 
which is TKov uruler discussion. Sul>-clause { I) of idauw* 4vH says as 
follows; “Notwithstanding anything in secti<m 47. a shart'-holder ot a 
company, a partner oi a firm or a member of an association of individuals 
on whose benalf agricultural income-tax is by S(‘Ction 17 deemed to have 
been paid by such company, firm or association, shall be imtitled to a n*futid 
of agricultural income-tax on account (if any dilTerenee betwemi tlu» rate of 
agricultural income-tax applicable under this Act to thi' filial agricultural 
income of such company, firm or association and tht* average rate which 
would be applicable to the total world income of such shari'-holder, partner 
or member if such total world imoine were agricultural income chargeable 
to agricultural income-tax under this A<‘t.’' 

I do not know what was the exact intention o^ the frameiH of the Bill 
but it seems that they want fii grant refund on the basis of total worb 
income to such sharchol.bo Nov, vhat is the lota! world imomc refern^d 
to here? Is it tiic total world income under the Indiun liUHmm-firx Act, 
or total iiH'ome which a share-ladder has to pay under tlie Dnited Kingdom 
Income-tax Act, with regard to which there is noinc reference in the other 
clau‘^es of tlie Bill:' I'here cannot he any doubt iliat. so far iw( the total world 
imome of such sliarc-holdci under the Indian Income-tax concerned, 
the tax that he has paid under the Indian ln<‘ome-tax Act is (piite 
from the total world iricoine-tax which' he is liable to jm.y undt‘r th(‘ bnited 
Kiio'-dom Income-tax Act. So far as the Tniteil Kingdom Imome-tax Aet 
is eoneerned, we know that that tax is assessed on th(‘ basis of ibe income 
of an assesst'c after giving such aHS(‘KS(*e allowanei‘h on various heads as aie 
mentioned in the British Ineome-lax Act, 1918, where we find provisions 
made for allowances from the total income in sections 9 to Ib of ihv Act. 
The rate is annually fixed and there is similar provision in subsetiueni 
statutes under the United Kingdom Income-tax Act. Now 1 do not know 
wdiat the total world income is here referred fin Total world imome, has 
been defined in sub-clause 17 of clause 2, as the total world income as defined 
in the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, the total agricultural imoinc as didincd 
in this Bill and again as the agricultural income derived from lands in 
British India excepiing Bengal— these are the three incomes ndVrred fo in 
sub-(‘]aiise ( /7 ) of c lause 2. Naturally, when we find mention of the word 
total world income in clause 48, W’e have io go back to lb(» definition of the 
total world income in that sub-clause. Tf(‘re again, th(*r(^ is soiru* difficulty. 
So far as total world income under the Indian Income-tax Aet is con(a*rned, 
we know' that tea companies are given a certain percentage of their income 
by the Income-tax Act and certain other imMinn* under the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Income-tax Act; the prox>ortioii I believe is CO jier cent, and 40 
per cent, respectively. 


The present percentages, I believe, are GO and 40. Now', in granting 
refund the total agricultural income chargeable to agricultural income und<*r 
this Act would mean agricultural income-tax only. The total world income 
would mean the fi«tal income derived b> the person from agricultural i muonic 
derived from land in British India except Bengal. Here that is included. 
But that is not the tax under the Indian-tax Act, but it is a tax 
under some other provincial taxes, namely, the Bihar Agricultural 
tax and the Assam Agricultural Income-tax. I would therefii^rc h^u »mi a 
the clause as it stands does not clearly set out what tlie J-ab’ T 

be and it would be larger than what the assessor would inatfer 

under the amendment of Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmar . 



1708 


AGRICULTURAL INCOML-TAX BILL, [16th Aug., 


of fact, we have been told in other clauses of the Bill that we are not con- 
cerned with the agricultural income-tax which a person has to pay with 
regal d to land outside Bengal. Therefore, I submit that the amendment 
moved should be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, it is an amend- 
ment which, if accepted, would make the total agricultural income arising 
out of land in Bengal a basis for refund. That would l>e absurd. In fact, as 
was pointed out by my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir last night, 
the acceptance of this amendment would practically mean acceptance of an 
amendment to delete the whole clause 48. I shall indicate the purpose of 
clause 48. This clause governs the question of refund to share-holders 
of a company, a partner of a firm or a member of an association of indivi- 
duals and provides that this would be determined on the basis of their total 
world income. Such a provision is essential, as otherwise Government wdll 
have to refund to share-holders almost all they collect from the company 
on account of the artificial distinction made between agricultural and non- 
agncmltural incoiru! — a distinction which is sought to be made by the Indian 
Income-tax Law. The Govtnnment have to take a compartmental vieW of 
a man’s income. Such a comiiartinental view is not certainly inequitable 
nor wdiolly unreal. Sir, I oppose this amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT! The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause ( 1 ) of clause 48 of the Bill, for the words “the total world income 
of such share-holder, partner or member if such total world income were 
agricultural income chargeable to agricultural income-tax under this Act” 
in lines 10 to 12, the words “total agricultural income arising out of land 
in Bengal” be substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result; — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. BanerJI. 
Mr. S. C. Chakravertl. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jalpurla. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H, Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 


AYES— 14. 

Aihadj Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOES— 24. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoeain. 
Mr. L. Hossaln. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Subidafi Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes” 
being — 14, and the “Noes” — 24, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move : that in sub- 
clause { 2 ) of clause 48 of the Bill, for the words “if the Agricultural Income- 
tax Officer after such inquiry as he thinks necessary” in lines 6 and 7, the 
words “if after such inquiry as he thinks necessary the Agricultural Income- 
tax OflScer is satisfied” be substituted. 

Sir, I should like to have rearrangement of the clauses to strengthen the 
context. 



1944 .] 


AORICl I>TUEAL INCOMK-TAX BILL. 


1709 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : tliat in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 48 of the Bil^, for the words “if the Agricultural Income-tax Officer 
after such inquiry as he thinks necesvsarv” in lines (5 and 7, the words “if 
after such enijuiry as he thinks lo ‘' ssary the Agrii'ultural Income-tax 
Officer is satisfied” he substituted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I do not like the 

change in drafting and as the ainendnuuit would not improve the drafting, 
I would oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 'the question before the Jlouse is: that in stib- 
clause (2) of clause 48 of the Hill, for the words “if the Agricultural 
Income-tax Officer after siudi iiupiiry as he thin’s neia*ssary * ’ in lines (> 
and 7, the words “if after such imniiry as he thinks necessary the Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Officer is satisfied” lie substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES- 11. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerli. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. N. C. Datta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 


Mr. H. D Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 

Mr. B. C. MukherJI. 

Mr. 8. N. Sanyal. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduizaman. 


NOES— 25. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 


Mrs. L.. P. Outt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon bit Khan Bahadur 8. M. HoMin, 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidiaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Moliah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Oid er, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes” 
being — 11, and the “Noes” — 25, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (J) of cla\i .e 48 of the Bill, for the words “total world income” in 
line 11, the words “total agricultural income arising out of land in Bengal” 
be substituted. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; On a ))oint of order, 
Sii. Wlieii a inemher rises to speak, is it permissible for another member 
to (‘ross the floor between the Chair and the member speaking? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No; under no circumstanfes should a member cross 
the floor. 

Rat KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Just now one 
honourable member crossed the floor when the Khan Bahadur was sjicaking. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Henceforth no honourable nienihcr should do so. 
Go on, Khan Bahadur Sahib. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, tli« objo. t ..i my umrml- 

meiit has been discussed in the course of debates <jn the jirevious ainenoments. 
There has been some amount of misunderstanding as to the idea of introduc- 
ing world income in this clause. The maximum rate at whic.ii 
are taxed for agricultural income in Bengal is JO pie.s in tne rupee. » 
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universal rule that when we allow refund to a share-holder of a company, 
th€*re is a difference between the company's maximum rTTte and the personal 
rate ajiplicable to the assessee. I hope honourable members are familiar wdth 
these refunds. When a man receives a dividend, the maximum rate of 
tax is charged at the source. The usual practice in these cases is to attach 
the dividend warrant along with the income-tax return and the Income-tax 
Officer determines the assessee's total income including the dividend and 
finds out the rate applicable to his case and gives relief by refund or by 
ailjustment. It, therefore, follows that the dividend of the individual share- 
holder is, by operation of the relief, taxed at the personal rate of the 
assessce. This wholesome universal rule is frustrated by this clause. The 
argument applies also to partners of firms and othejrs. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Chakraverti, members must not 
talk among themselves in that way. Yes, Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The Indian Income-tax Act 
does not include agricultural income arising in the provinces. But under 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill “world income” is something more 
than world iru^oine under the Indian Income-tax Act. “World income” 
under the Bill is “world income” under the Centra] Act plus the provincial 
agrimiltural income. In reality, therefore*, you are charging share-holders 
and partners a rate not depending on his agricultural income but on his 
agricultural as well as non-agri(‘ultural income. This is bad in principle. 
The Ilon’ble Minister’s reply to this arg’ument w'ould be that, if we accept 
the princijde, large refunds will have to be made. There is no question 
as to whether large or small refund is to be made. The question is: 
wdiether the princijde in the clause is in agreement witli sound prineijile. 
ITnder the Indian Income-tax Act, the levy and refund de])end on world 
income. But in Bengal, the levy wull be on Bengal Agricultural income, 
while the refund will be on world income. In Bengal, the world income 
is used as a baffle wall to obstruct a legitimate refund. You cannot set' up 
a novel standard for Bengal. The Bill seeks to tax peoi)le a(‘cording to 
personal income arising out of agricultural income in Bengal. Having 
once laid down that standard for levying the tax, it is difficult to see on 
what |)rinci|)le the refund w'ill be based on a composite provincial as well 
as foreign income. I think the refund should be based on the actual 
agricultural income of each asseshce. The selection of two different 
standaT-ds — one for receiving and the other for refund — this anomaly is 
attempted to be cured by this amendment. The amendment seeks to 
introdiK'e sheer justice and common sense. I think this should l>e fully 
apjireciuted l)efor(‘ the amendment could be legitimately and reasonably 
opjiosed. With these few words, I move iny amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clauso (3) of 
clause 48 of the Bill, for the words “total world income” in line 11, the 

W’ords “total agricultural income arising out of land i:i c! ' 

substituted. 

Mr. NACEJIDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : I heg to support this 
amendment. The object this sub-claus-e of clause 48 is to try to pay 
back as much less as is practicable under the circumstances. In ordinary 
income-tax law^ when a company pays a dividend and paj^s or undertakes to 
pay the tax, it grants a certificate to the share-holder saying that the tax 

on this amount at the highest rate has been paid or shall be paid by the 

company. On the production of the certificate by the share-holder at the 
time of his assessment he is allowed a rebate to the extent of the difference 
between his rate at which he himself is liable to be assessed and the rate 
at wdiich the tax has been deducted at the source. Take for instance, a case 
in which a company has paid the tax at the highest rate, say, at 48 pice in 
the rupee and a particular assessee has been taxed at the rate of 12 pice 
in the rupee, then the difference between 48 pice and 12 pice, that is 36 pice, 
is to be refunded. 
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Now in this particular case, with re^rard to the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax we find that the provisii>n that is soutpht to be made i» that when 
a question of refund arises, the company c-^ncerned is taxed under the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Act at the ’ ghest rate though the tax that ict 
payable by the individual assessee oti agricultural incH)ino may be nil or may 
be G or 8 pies. So far as the agricultural income-tax is concerned, he will 
not be allowed refund on that basis but in considering the refund to him 
the revenue authorities are to consitler not only his agrit'ultural incomo but 
also his total world income as defined in the definition clause so (hat all his 
world income is to be taken into account and then lie will be given deduc- 
tion on the difterenm* between tiiis average rate and the rate at which tlie 
company paid. That I submit is ineqiiitahle, \\ ^.eu we I'onsider this 
Agricultural Inciune-tax Act, we must giv«* tmr t-onsiiUu ation to the fu(*t 
that this particular Act deals with onl\ a jiarticiilur item of income. It 
has got nothing to do with other income.'^ trom other sources. It is a 
provincial tax and it is paid on a different bu.sis and it has got notliing to 
do with the world incaune. \\Tiy bring in the world income? I submit that 
jf you are (diarging agricultural income-tax to the (‘ompany, what would 
have been the tax if I would have earmnl that inconl4^ inys<df? That is the 
basis on which this refund should he granteil. At llic tiiiu' ol gianting the 
refund you look to the other income. I'hc gentleiiiun ina\ he earning lakhs 
and lakhs from oilier >ouice^ and ioi that lie is paxing tax sejiaiutidy ; but 
lie is getting the innefit of laiimd troni olhei sourics. I coultl not see wdiai 
is tlie justiliiatioii lor tin* inclusion of this provision tor hiinging in an 
average rate of tax wliich he would b<* liable to jiay on tlie basis of liis 
world irKonit* Snb-alaiise (.’>') reads; “The amount ol any refund ol 
agricultuial incoint'-tax due under (he jirov i.sions of suh-seclion (/) shall he 
the jirodiict of tlu‘ amount of agricultural income on which tax is deemed 
to liuve lieen paid by a comjraiiy, firm or association of individuals and has 
been received by a share-holder, ])ar1iier or member, us tlie case may be, 
and tlie diffVnuice b<‘tvveen tin* rate of agriiuiltural in(‘ome-(ax applicable to 
the total agricultural income of tlic said company, firm or association 
cliargeable to agricultural income-tax undiT this Act, and the averaj^e rate 
of such tax ajiplicahle to an amount <*(iuivalent to the total world income 
of sufdi share-holder, i»artiior or ” 

1 emphasize the \voi<l “product”. Now', Sir, what is meant by fbo wuird 
“product” here and the “diff'enuice” ? We understood tluii the product 
means the sum which is obtained by multiplication of two sums. Hut where 
are the two sums heie of which tlip proiluct is to be obtained. I may be 
wrong but I wauild i ke to be eiiliglitened on the point. That is one item 
and the diff' erence between the rate of agriculturtil income-tax apiilicable to 
tlie total agricultural income of the said conijiaiiy, firm or association 
chargeable to * iTicom<‘-tax und(*r this Act and Ibe average rale of such tax 
a])plicable to an amount c(piivalent to the total world income of such share- 
holder, partner or member. I do not know wbat is acfimlly meant by the 
Wind “junduct’’ lu*i‘( : •whether it means tJie amount of agricultural income 
of the agricultural income. I think, Sir, that it is extremely 
difficult to follow what is meant by^ the words ‘‘product of the ainounl of 
agncuiltural income”. The company’s rate and the average rate of the tax 
payable jy the individual a.ssessee on his w'orld income, as has Iieen rightly 
pointed out by the Khan Bahadur, tlie mover of this amendment, tlmt at one 
place you are taking the agricultural income alone of the company and you 
are taking on the other liand the total world income of the asscssee. Is it 
not unfair to compare and then to pay a refund on the diff'erenno of the 
agricultural income of the company and the total "world income of the 
assessee ? Now, here there is a substantial diff'fTence between the method 
adopted by the Indian Income-tax law- and this law. Under the ordinary 
income-tax, they take the entire income into consideration on which a 
company pays tax and they give refund on the total income of the assess^w^ 
But, here, you take only the agricultural income of the company on wuiicn 
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the company pays the tax and you charge the assessee on the average rate 
of his total world income, and then j^ou want to pay the difference. I 
therefore submit that it is most uniust and inequitable and the refund should 
be on the basis of the agricultural income of the assessee. It may happen 
that there are many assessees whose income from agriculture may not be 
at all assessable. So, 1 believe, Sir, that with a view to avoid these refunds 
this provision has been made and has been made most unjustly and so this 
amendment ought to Ihj accepted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I regret, I have to oppose the amend- 
ment of my honourable friend. Though 1 cannot congratulate the Hon’ble 
the Finance* Minister for his drafting of this particular clause, I believ'e that 
the purport of the clause is, on the whole, all right. A lot of simple things, 
it seems to me, has been made unnecessarily difficult in this clause. The 
use of the word “product” whicli seemed to W'orry my honourable friend 
who has just sat down, has, 1 think, unnecessarily caused a good deal of 
confusion. In a way, this term “product” is inevitable if you want to find 
out the amount whicli will be refundable. You can find that out only by 
taking the actual world incuime and multiplying this figure by the rate 
which would apply to that income. The product of these two will deter- 
mine for you the actual amount of money which will be i-efundable. Sir, 
from that yioint of view, the use of the term “prodind” is inevitable, but 
it seems to me that it has caused unnecessary confusion. If it had been 
simply stated in the draft that the refund will be governed by the difference 
between the rate at which the company actually pays and the rate at which 
the assessee would have paid if his total personal Trorld income had been 
considered, that would have made the point clearer. 

However, Sir, as I was submitting the use of the term “product” is 
almost inevitable in the form in which the thing has been drafted. I 
confess that I do agree with the remarks of my honourable friend who has 
just sat down that it is in fact not the intention of (jovernment to make 
any refunds. As this sub-clause now stands, it really does not make any 
refund. On the whole, I am inclined to agree with the Government rather 
than with my lionourablo friend. This question of refund or the question 
of refusing a refund arises only after the level of income of Rs. 20,000 or 
more has been reached. Those who have a total world income of Ils. 20,000 
or less will be entitled to some refund, because the rate for the agricultural 
income fnmi companies is 2 annas and 6 pies in the rupee irrespective of 
the amount of income. Here also unnecessary confusion has been caused 
by the use of the term “total world income of a company”. In the case of 
a company, there is no difference in the rate. Whether the agricultural 
income of a company is Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 5 lakhs, the rate in every case shall 
be 2 annas and 0 pies in the rupee, which is also the maximum in the case 
of an individual assessee. In the case of an individual assessee, the rate 
is tw’o annas and 6 pies only for persons with an income above Rs. 20,000. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: On a point of order, Sir. I would like to 
point out the fact that we decided in dealing with sub-clause (I) that the 
refund should be based on the total world income. Had we decided other- 
wise, the amendment w'hich w^e are now dealing with would have been 
necessary as a consequential amendment; but as matters stand it appears 
to me that we have already gone into the whole arrangement as te whether 
it should be on the agricultural income only or should include the total 
world income. There is, therefore, no necessity to cover the same ground 
again in conne('tion wdth sub-clause (3) which merely deals wdth the 
machinery for effecting what is required under sub-clause (7). That being 
80 , I do not see the point of going over the whole point again for what 
really or would have been a consequential amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are right, Mr. Laidlaw. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: May I speak on this point 
of order, Sir? The question is not for a point of order being raised as 
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baa been done by Mr. Laidlaw. It attempts to ahow some amount of 
repugnancy. AVlien I raised a point of o’^der and wanted to remove repug- 
nancy — you, Sir, held, and I suWit respectfully, rightly held, that the 
question of repugnancy was not ^ point of order but a question of 
merit and further tliat it as always a matter which could be 
discussed and voted upon. It is quite conceivable that one amendment may 
be inconsistent with another. W© have not decided that yet. A certain 
proposition may not he consistent in one context but the question is: 
whether we I’annot insert that very thing in another context. There may 
b© repugnancy or inconsistency hut that is anotlier matter. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : If you will kindly refer 
to amendment No. d2h and c'ompare it with No. d27, you will find. Sir, 
that these are two different matters. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: There is one furtlier point to Ivo considered 
in connection witli this point of order. Sul)-clau’^<‘ (/) of clause IS (huUs 
with the maximum amount ot mom‘v tijat may he redunded. We have 
decided only the principle but -wlnui you set uj) tlu* machinery and <letennine 
the a(‘tual sum to he refumhal, variations may la* made. If the refund 
exceeds u certain amount, it should not he conceded a.s lu sul>-claiise (/) 
there would he grave n'pugnancy. If it ean he kejd withiri that amount, 
then of course there is no harm. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yes, the House has 
accepted the total world income as the basis of refund. No doubt about it. 
So I tliink there is much force in the point of order of Mr. Laidlaw. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the point of order raised by Mr. Laidlaw 

is (luite correct, Ifeie the wording is this: “ firm or association 

shall he entitled to a refund (»f agricultural income-tax on account 
of any <]ilferenec between the rat«* of agricultural income-tax applicable 
under this Act to the total agricultural income of such company, firm 
or association and tlie average rah* whi<*h wouhl he ajiplicahle to the 

total world income of such sliare-holder ” That makes it quite clear. 

So 1 am afraid, having a(‘ct*pted that jirinciple, this amendment is not in 
order. In tliis connection, 1 would refer to suh-rulo { 4 ) of rule 43 whore 
it is laid down 

“An amendment on a question must not lie inconsistent with the 
previous decision on the same question given at the same stage of 
any Bill or inotion”. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 heg to move: that in sub- 
clause { 4 ) of clause 48 of the Bill, for the words and inverted commas 
“Average rate” in line 1, the words and inverted commas “The expression 
‘average rate’ “ be substituted. 

vSir, it is in the interest of good grammar, that I have suggested this 
amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved : that in sub-clause { 4 ) of 
clause 48 of the Bill, for the words and inverted commas “Average rate’^ 
in line 1, the words and inverted comma.s “Th© expression ‘average rate’ " 
be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questioD before the House is: that in sub- 
clause ( 4 ) of clause 48 of the Bill, for the words and 

‘Average rate’ ” in line 1, the words and inverted commas tne P 
sion ‘average rate’ ” be substituted. 
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The motion being put, a division was called and taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 


AYES— 11. 


Khan Bahadur H. Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 
Mr. L. C. Dat. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. N. C. Oatta. 

Mr. H. Kabir. 


Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohotanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharji. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduizaman. 


NOES— 23. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Azli. 

Mr. o. L. Barua. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury, 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D'Rorario. 


Mrt. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hotsain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidall Moliah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes” being — 11, and the “Noes” — tlie amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; I beg to move : that sub- 
clause ( 4 ) in clause 48 of the Bill be ontitted. 

With regard to this, we find the average rate linked with total world 
income. We have accei)ted that the total world income would be the stand- 
ard and 1 submit that for reasons whicdi 1 have already given, this clause 
should be deleted. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that sub-clause ( 4 ) in clause 48 
of the Bill be omitted. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, 1 would like to support this 
amendment. An attempt has been made to explain “average rate” in this 
way : — 

‘Average rate’ in sub-section (J) means the rate obtained by dividing 
the amount of agricultural income-tax which would be payable 
by as.sessee in the year of assessment if his total world income in 
the pr('vious year were agricultural income chargeable to agricul- 
tural income-tax at the rates applicable under tliis Act by the said 
total world income.” 

It seems to me that it would be better if this sub-clause be omitted, for 
there is an indication as to what the average rate would be in sub-clause (I) 
of section 48, wdiich w^ould make it confusing. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR; Sir, I also support this amendment. 
Already in sub-clauses ( 4 ) and ( 3 ) w^e have made references to the world 
income. In the Schedule, it has also been laid down that the maximum 
rate would be 2 annas and 6 pies in the rupee. Therefore, why attempt to 
lind a new rate here which may be different from that rate. In sub- 
clause 40, the rate is sought to be determined by, dividing the amount of 
tax 1)3'^ the total w^orld income. I submit this would invariably give the 
figure 2 annas and G pies the rupee. I take it. Sir, that persons below 
the income of Hs. 20,000 can rarelj' have any world income. The question 
of w^orld income comes only in respect of people with fairly high income and 
they will come under this higher rate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I submit that a 
definition of the expression “average rate” is very necessary and the expres- 
sion “average rate” is necessary in view of the slab system adopted in this 
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Bill. According to the slab system, different rotes apply to different slabs 
oi income. Hence there is no one particular rate applicable to the whole 
of the income and that is why it has been nei'essary to introduce the idea 
of average rate and to define what we mean by it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The quesnDn Wfore the House is: that sub- 
clause (:/) in clause 48 of the Bill be omitted. 

The nioti(jn being put, a divi.sion was challeugetl and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYES— 8. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. L. C. Dat. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 


Mr. N. N. Mohotanabith. 

Mr. B. C. Mukharil. 

Ral Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOES^-24. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. 8. A. Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarfca. 

Mr. O. J. Cohen. 


Mrs. K. O’Rezario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosaln. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes” Ixuiig— 8, and the “Noes" — the amendment is negatived. 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg to move: that aub- 
clause {6} of clause 48 of the Bill be omitted. 

This question has been sufficiently di.scussed. The omission of this sub- 
clause would make the meaning of “World income” under the Central Act 
and the Bengal Bill uniform. The Bengal standard is higher and should 
at least be reduced to the level of the C'entral Act. 1 have already adverted 
to the disadvantage or rather the injustice of accepting one standard for 
receiving a tax and another standard for giving it back. I submit that the 
deletion of the sub-clause will avoid a great deal of anomaly. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that sub-clause {5) of 
clause 48 of the Bill he deleted. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 rise to oppose the amendment moved by 
my friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, for I think that his purpose 
is to exclude for the computation of the tax agricultural income derived 
from outside Bengal. As I understand it if this amendment were carried, 
the only difference would he that agricultural income derived from land 
outside Bengal should not be taken into account. So far as other elements 
are concerned, they would be governed in teims of the Indian Income-tax 
Act. Since in the Indian Income-tax Act, there is no provision whatever 
for considering any income derived from agriculture, the result of this 
amendment would be that the amount of money which would be covered by 
paragraph (b) of sub-clause (5) would be left'out of account. Now, as J 
have stated earlier also7 since this question of total world income would 
arise only in the case of a few persons, persons who are able to pay the tax, 
1 do not see any special point in making special concessions in their catie. 
The principle of all taxation should be that people should be taxed accord- 
ing to their capacity. Those who have the capacity of paying the tax, 
should be compelled to pay up to the maximuni. Those who are unable to 
pay the tax should as far as possible be excluded. I would bo in favour of 
raising the lower limit as I think the limit is quite adequate under the Indian 
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Income-tax Act. In fact, the limit laid down in the Indian Income-tax Act 
18 too low. Under the Indian Income-tax Act, the limit is Rs. 2,000. In 
the case of higher incomes, incomes of Rs. 20,000 and over, I do not see 
any reason why there should be any special concession. Even in the present 
Bill, those who are earning more than Rs. 20,000 pay 2 annas 6 pies, which 
I think is too low. In the case of income of Rs. 20,000 or more, there is 
no reason why the rate of tax should not be higher. I would ask my friends 
to the left, I mean members of the European Party, to tell us what is the 
rate of tax on income of Rs. 20,000 and over in England. These are the 
general grounds. Sir, on which I am opposed to this amendment. 

Mr. TUL8I CHAHDRA C08WAMI: I oppose the amendment not 
exactly on the ground advanced by my honourable and learned friend 
Mr. JIumayun Kabir, but because I consider that sub-clause (S) is essential 
for the working of the provisions of (dause 48 which the House has already 
accepted. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The (question before the House is: that sub- 
clause (5) in clause 48 of the Bill be omitted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— 6. 

Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. i Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. L. C. Dai. Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. I Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 

NOES— 24. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury, 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. il. Cohen. 


Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hon’ble Khan Bahadur S. M. Hoeain. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Moliah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. Order order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes” being — <J, and the “Noes” — 24, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur M. A, MOMIN: Sir, before you take up the next 
amendment, may I make a submission? This is with regard to the manner 
in which our progress is being hampered. I have nothing to complain 
against the discussion on amendments. We drew your attention on a 
previous occasion to the fact that we are anxious that this Bill should be 
pasvsed or finished before the month of Ramzan. If we have to sit during 
that month, it ’would be very inconvenient to some mufassil members. We 
exp(H‘ted that by increasing the time for discussion we will make a fair 
amount of progress and we also expected that probably w^e would finish 
sooner. Now 'w^e find that we have not achieved much progress and from 
the manner in which we are going on, I am afraid, that probably we may 
have io continue the whole montli of Ramzan. If this delay was due to 
real debate and discussion, I would not mind. In view of the results of 
the divisions, 1 dare say all the members of the House clearly realise what 
these divisions are meant for. We may be excused for saying that most 
of them are deliberately frivolous. In the circumstances. Sir, I would 
request you to take any stejis that you may d^^^m proper so that the work 
may progress more fairly than it has been in the past. Particularly, it has 
become a regular harassment for members of the Council to have to attend 
for 3 or 4 hours everyday leaving tHeir other works. There are two alter- 
natives so far as I can see. Firstly, that we should try the experiment of 
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a whole niji^ht sittinp, if it is necesvsary. That will no doubt be a drantjc 
remedy; but a drastie disease requires drastic remedy and therefore we must 
allow more time to the discussion and finish the work as quickly as possible. 
Nobody can say that sitting whole night will be very comfortable but 
when duty requires it, 1 think we s’ ' uld not hesitate to take that trouble 
and put up with the inconvenience. 

The other rennul^ which 1 would propt)se is a change of tlie rules by 
which it is required tliat in <‘vcry case we should gc) and record our votes on 
a division being called, when we know that the disparity in the votes 
recorded by both sides is enormous. It might he possible for the President 
to find out tin* opinion of tlie H(»use by show of hands. If that requires a 
change of rules, they must be changed. We have ftmnd now that the rules 
are operating very liarshly on reasonable people. Tlu’refore, my most 
humble request to you is that you shouhl take whatever steps you deem 
proper to change the rules not only for this occasion hut for all occasions 
to prevent harassment to memWrs. My first submission to you is that we 
should sit longer hours and if necessary to have whole night sittings for 
as many days as may be required to finish this Bill; and secondly, to change 
the rules as quickly as possible,. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; 8ir, 1 support my 
honourable friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin. I suggest that w'e try an 
experiment this evening and se<‘ how' miicli longer we can sit 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN : We are not prepared to sit 
longer hours- 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir. we regret to find that we 
are always ititernipted whenever we lisc to .speak in order to ventilate our 
grievanc(‘s, wdj<*reas you alw'uys allow 11 h‘ Ifoirblc* Minister to H])eak 
uiiinlerrupted, because they are ir<m’ble Ministers. This is a (pi(*sti(m of 
facilities for all m<*mbers, both ( j,o\Vinment memb<‘rH and < )p])o.Hition 
members 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kban Sahib, will you [)lease take your seaij' You 
have no right to mak(» such observations. Members of the Opposition are 
given sufficient opportunitie‘s to ventilate their grievancx^s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, 1 repeat my 
suggestion that we iry an experiment this very evening, and let us see what 
progn'ss we can make by sitting longer hours, because this Bill will liave 
to he gone through as quickly as possible. I think an enormous amount 
of time is ])eing wasted on divisions, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay I have the views of the Opposition h 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the difficulty is the creation of the 
Hon ’hie tlie Finance Minister himself, and it is also tlie creation of the 
rnernbers of the Government Party. The Hon ’bio Minister at the very 
beginning directed the members of the Government Party to see that the 
Bill is ])as.sed through without change even of a comma. That, Sir, is a 
very serious point. 

Then, Sir, there were as many as 500 amendments to the Bill and out 
of this number we have gone through »332 amendments; and in the course 
of these days, our duty was not confined only to deal with the provisions 
of this measure but to other duties also, namely, we bad to vonfiJate 
the grievances of the whole of the province and on that account have 
had to move adjournment motions and we have also bad to move Special 



1718 


AGEICI LTUBAL INCOME-TAX BILE. 


[16th Aug., 


MotioDs. In fact, the time of the House was very profitably spent. 
Moreover, it is a taxation measure and as such it cannot be rushed through 
with undue haste. Therefore, we could not go through as speedily as we 
thought we would be able to go throi^h. But for these events this Bill 
would have been over by this time. But now we have really made very 
good progress. There is ahead of us only clause 49 which is a very import- 
ant clause and after that there will be a sweep through down to clause 66 
and the whole Bill will be over. 

We are used to sit for two hours only. Sir, we remember the time 
when lor only b clauses or S clauses of the Bengal Rural Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill the Hon’lde Minister opposite, now the Leader of the 
[louse, kept us .lilting lor ‘U) days working* for tw(» hours a day. But here, 
Sir, we luive doubled our working hours and instead of sitting for two hours 
we had been experimenting with a sitting of three hours for some days and 
now we are making an experinumt witli four hours. That is the experiment 
which is going on for three days but actually lor one day only. On Monday 
we could not sit bceaiise a member of the House had died. On another 
oce, union hut outside this prewnt scheme of 4 hours, another member had die<l 
and th(‘ House could not sit. Then this experiment was tried for holding a 

sitting for four hours and it may be said that this experiment has only 

begun today. If you go on with this trial at least till the next week then 
X think we shall be able to finish the business. If not, then only will the 
question of night sittings arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will do. I do not think any further discus- 
sion on this point is necessary. I liave heard the views both of the 
Opposition and of the Government side. 

As regards your suggestion, Khaii Bahadur, that the rub's of the House 
should be changed, the Chair may do so but I do not think it would be fair 
to do so in the midst of discussion of such an important measure. So, that 
suggestion is ruled out. The duty of the Hpper House is to revise any 
measure that is passed by the Lower House. This House is a revising 

Chamber and necessarily its function is to delay matters to some extent. 

It is flierefore a delaying ('hamlier too. You cannot leave out that fact. 
But at the same lime we must proceed with our business. I quite appreciate 
the suggestion of Khan Bahadur Momin that we must try to dispose of 
our work as quickly as possible without making unnecessary waste of time, 
fhat is the point which 1 would request members on both sides of the 
House to remember — there should not be any unnecessary wa^te of time. 
W'e have agreed to sit for four hours daily, that is we have doubled our 
sitting hcnirs. And we should take full advantage of the longer sittings. 

1 am inclined to agree with Mr. Lalit Chandra Das for the time being that 
the longer sitting has been tried only for tw*o days; so let us see what 
progress we make and after some time, after sitting for a few days more, 

1 shall review it and if necessary we shall sit for longer hours still or sit 
all-night, wliatever course may he decided upon; but for the time being I 
hope there should l)e give-and-take on both sides. I quite appreciate the 
objection raised by the Opposition that the Government are not accepting 
any of their amendments and the Opposition take it as a grievance. 
Naturally, therefore, there is some amount of tension of feeling: but I hope 
that this tension of feeling will die out and both sides of the House will 
apply their minds to the business before the House and try to speed up the 
progress ()f the Bill, This is the appeal I make to the House. Let us 
proceed with the business and if after a few days we find that longer sittings 
are necc^ssary we shall have to consider that matter further. (Khan 
Bahs^ur M. A. Momin: Only if the Opposition do not call unnecessary 
divisions.) Weil, on that point it is the privilege of the Opposition to call 
divisions but whether they are necessary or unnecessary it is not for the 
Chair to make any remarks on it. 
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Khan Sahib Maul«i WAHIDUXZAMANi May I say 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The matter has been sufficiently 
discussed. 

Khao Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: T to inovt* that the Expla- 
nation at the eml <'f danse 48 of the Hill be omitted. 

Sir, the Explanation says “a eertified 'eoj»y of an order eoiupxitinpr the 
total world im'onie under the Indian Int*ome-tax Act, shall Ik* eon- 

elusive evidence of the (‘ontenls thereof”. TIu* omissitui of the explana- 
tion will remove the rigours of the law. So far a.s the determination of 
a^rituiltural income in the case of tea is concerned, the Indian Tmanne-tax 
authoriti^'s has the last .say in the matti r. Hut under tlu' .sub-clause, they 

would not be the final aiilMiority. In fact, the Agricultural Income-tax 

0}fi<‘er may override the decision. 4'he tact is that we have no\^ laid down 
a “world” standaid. When we are not tied down to the world standard an 
determined by the Imlian Imome-tax Act, it becomes a matter of allooaticm 
of ag’iicultural income and manufacturinjr im-ome so far as this matter is 
I'oncerned. In the circumstances, the rigour ot the law should la* soltened. 
With these words. I suhinit that the amendment hould In* acceptt'd 

Sir, may I in this connection submit that it has always lieeti iny 

anxiety to juit mutters hriefly but thorou}>-bly . 1 huvt* tried to 1 h* (*om‘is4» 

and (bday tor its own sake has never Keen ni\ ohject Hut tin* Council is 
a revisin;^ (diaiiils'i and it is also a dclayin/^* (’hainhm and some amount 
of latitude sliould tie ^»'i\eli to the memhers. 1’lien‘ may In* some amount 
of occasional initation hcie and there, but, I'ousidci the importance and 
the size of (he Hill and the (iovernment’s wholesale opposition, it must be 
aiJTced that there lias heen no unreasiuiabic dcla\ In the House of Commons 
in the 19th c<*imn\ a ^niall Hill wat fought word lor word ami inch by inch 
and the (iis< us,>ioii went on for td^ht months. In the imuintime, a slight 
heat once resultcil in a liand-to-haml general figlit in which (ibidstone him- 
•'clf w'li.' in\()hc<i. I hojie we liavc not reached that standanl, 49ie ^ood 
hfiinour foj- which this House is justly iamous, is generally maintained. 
If tlou'c is a litth* irritation here and then*, it adds the necessary sauce to 
the debate and is, on the whole, toleiable and (julU* enjoyable. The >freut»*Ht 
irritatiiij^’ factor on the '^ide of the Opposition is this : the (lovernmenl side 
do not open their lips. It is only by free debate that the Oovernmeut jiuriv 
can ensure continuous ^o<al feeliii^r and jcotxl humour in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is all right. Khan Bahadur, that is enough. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: With these words, Sir, 1 
.submit my amendment for the consideration of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the blxplanation at the 
end of clause 48 of the Hill be omitted, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to supjiort the amendment 
of my friend Khan Hhhadur Naziriiddin Ahmad. The Explanation runs 
thus; “A certified copy of an order computing the total world income 
under the Indian Income-tax Act, shall be ('onclu.sive evidence of 

thereof”. Sub-clauses 5(«) and (h) lay down the manner in 
wliich the total world income shall be computed — it lays dovrn the rule 
now* to compute the agricultural income which is derived outside HeiigaJ. 
liien, our process which is laid down may not be on all fours with the 
process that will he ailopted by an officer appointed under the Indian jnemne- 
tax Act of 1922. Therefore. I .say a certifi<*d cojiy of an ori.Vr co/nfuiting the 
totui world income under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, nhoiiJd not fw 
given a conclusive character in its evidence. It should not be made con- 
clusive. For rules that the Bengal (lovernment w’ould make for t]ie pur- 
})o.se of calculating the total w'orld income as well as agricultural income to 
193 
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Ih‘ derived from lands outside Bengal may be such that computation by 
OUT ofh^er may be necessary. With the^e few words. I support tlie auienn- 
mi nt of Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH ; Sir, 1 beg to suppoort 
ilie amendment. I find that this explanation is absolutely iinnecessarv. In 
tile fit Si place, ell hough it is introduced as an explanation, 1 do not know 
what it really exjdains. It is leaily a tiuism to sa> that a certified cojry of 
an Older cumpuling the total vrnld income under the Indian Income-tax Act, 
1921^, shall he conclusive evidence of the contents thereof. A certified copy 
of tlu‘ lncoim‘-tax Department is ceiiaiiily a conclusive evidence. Therefore, 
this explanation is really a misnomer. The section does not say anything 
which requires explanation. It seems to me and 1 have a shrew'd snsVicion 
that it is intended to force the assessee to produce certificate from the 
Income-tax Department with a view^ to ascertain wlnit is his total world 
income unde.r the Indian Income-tax Act; hut as a mutter of fact when the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officer is going to assess a particular indi- 
vidual it w'ould he his duty to obtain the necessary information. Other- 
wise, it would he impossible for an asse^sce to gel this i iitoi imition . Mcre- 
(<Acr, it would he ojiprcssivc to the assessee. Those who aie in au\ wav 
connected with the Indian Jncofne-tax office and those who liave been tor. 
turiate or unfortunate enough to he assessed, know how difficult it i^ to 
obtain a c'ertified copv Iroin the Income-tax De])ait ment . Tlie ofiic.>r will 
sa\ : “You just supply your world income return and unless you do Dial, I 
cainnot jiroceed.” Then the person will have to run to the office for a 
mouth or two. In the meantime, the offic<*r would ask toi (‘Xjilanation as to 
why the assesse(‘ has not been able to comply with this ordei’. Iii'^tinn] 
of this, (iovernmeiit should by an cx(*cii1iv(‘ oialer oj' instnicUon get tin* 
return of the assessee* or the order from the Income-tax Department. I think 
that w'oiild serve the purpose vei-y well. It is not a question nt producing 
a. (‘t*itifi(*d cop\ of, (hat oi‘d(*r. As la'gurds tlu* <|iicstion oi concl usnencss 
ot that order, I think it. does not rcepiii't* any argmnn*)it or statement in 
ord(‘r to make that order eoiielusive, so far as the total world imamie under 
tlm Income-tax Act is concerned, — it is to this extent iinnecessarv So 
my apprehension is that under the guise of this exjilaTiation the Jh*nga] 
AgTicultural Income-tax Officer might force the assessee to produce certified 
copies. It IS better to omit this explanation. It will not afieet tlie business 
ol assessnmnt On the otiier hand, if they <an obtain the intormation from 
the <ie|)aitmeut, I think that will tu«‘ilitate matters foi- quick disposal. 


Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I rise to support the 
amendment. I do not think I can add very much to tlie arguments already 
put forward by the pr(‘vious speakers. Itut one thing in this connection 
may perhaps^ he usefully referred to. I am reteiring to the illegal gratifi- 
cation that the assessees will have to pay to the mioisterial officers of the 
Income-tax Department tor the purpose oi obtaining a certified conv Whv 
this unneeessaTy expeiiditnrey Everhv body is aware the difficulties onV 
ujs to exiierienee now-a-days in getting any work done in the Government 

.( 1.111 •(^ II.. rl.tii ...i.m-h Siil,-,.h.us,. (.i) says: ‘Vhera the to-tal w..r!.l 
..line <'t an iissessi>e uixler the Inciiau lueome-tax Act has been 

.•.iiiiiuite.l t.ir tlie inirimses of that A.'t, that .'mniiutatiou slia!l lie acepteil 

tli; *‘\,;t'';uV.""if ‘‘i/l ' for the imrposJs of 

•wLir 4 a .onii.iifation has not been made the total world. 

...eome of an assess,... under that A,-t shall he computed in the manner pres- 


So I do not ihink the 
and it will be a cause of 
support the amendment. 


explanation is really necessary. It is redundant 
unnecessary harassment to many assessees. So, I 



Mr. BANKIM CHAMJIRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I want to sneak a few 
words in support of the amendment that has been moved bv Khan Baha- 
dur Naziruddiu Ahmad. Now. the explanation under sub-elause (6) is as 
follows : — 

“A (‘ertified copy of an order (‘omputin^ the total world iuco]iit‘ under 
the Indian Income-tax Act^ 19122, shall be (omdiisive iwidence of 
the contents thereof.” 

If we look to tlu'^ explanation ami look to suh-clanse (J) (</), we find: — 

“Where the total world income of an assessec under the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922, has been computed for the pnrpc^ses of that Act, that 
computation shall \h\ accepted as dt^termininjj: the total worltl 
income under that Act for the |»urj)oses of this Act and it such a 
computation has not been made (he total worhl incmne of an 
assessee under that A<‘t shall he eomputed in the manner 
prescribed.” 

I submit Sir, tliat, it is only in pursuance of an order passed h\ lln' 
Income-tax Authorities that the total world ineomo is com]nited under the 
Indian Ineome-tax Act, 1J122, atid the assessee prets a notice staiin^^ clearly 
the amount at which the tax has been assessed under the Indian, Income-tax 
Act, 1922. I do mjt inuhnstand. Sir, why after Ibis it is a^ain i>]-ovidc<l 
in the “ h-xpla nation tliat “a rertiHod copy of an order compnfinjLr tin* (otal 
world income undei the Indian Income-tax Act. 1922. shall la* conclusisc 
cvideioa* of the <-ontents tlu*n‘of.” Tlu'y v'ant that an (»rdi r also i.s to in- 
pioduced hctoie tlic Income-tax Authorities will he satisfiial as to the amount 
to he jiaid. I submit. Su\ that the return oi the notice which tin* Indiai 
Incomc-liix Anthontiev scjvc' upon tin* assessi^es should he sufficjimt and 
"Uh-chnisc (OI sl;ij('> “ih:t( computation shall he acccritcd a** d<‘tcrm ini iij” 
the tola] WDiId im-omc" d'liis is a mandatary j)ro\ isiou and it is a proid of 
what th(' as^c'->niciit i> Therefore, I suhiuit . Sir, that this “ I'Aplanation" 
is totally unmaa-'.^arv Wd* all know that in Ilills we on|rht to avoid 
uum ccssaiy claiiso. 


Then, Sir, I would like to refer to anotln*!' V(‘r> important matter 
wdiieh was also leteiied (o m connection with the amendment moved l)v 
Khan Haliadiir Na/irmhlin Ahmad io (danse 25 of flu* Hill. Now, Sir, let 
consider (daust* 2<) of tin* Hill for a m'orneiii. ] am now pointing out that 
there is rejnij.* nainx in the clause and so this repupj^naiicy nuKlit to he le- 
inoveij by accepting- the amendment (hat has been moved by the Khan 
Hahadur. In (danse 25(7) the jirovision is as follows: 

“If the A^^ic iltnial Income-tax Officer is satisfied without requirinL: 
the ])res.T.ce of the a.ssc^ssee or the prodmdion hy liim of any evi- 
dence that a return made under section 24 is correct and com'iilete 
he shall assess the total afiricultural income of the assessi^e, and 
returii^’^ JHivahle by him on the basis of such 


Ihere was some misapjirehension, Sir, when we wer(^ movioL- and sun 
portiuK an.endment8 to clause 25 where also refereu.a. is made to “a certi-' 
fied copy of an assessment order Under the Indian Ineome-tax Act >■ 

l as repugnancy ou^ht to he removed. If we refer tTL-^L ‘-I,’ /jr' 

assessment under ih I produced a certified copy of an order of 

.da”runs1ntlt wayl“- ^et. and (l.is suh-clau.se of 

“The powers conferred by sub-sections (2) and (,3) shall not except with 
permission of the Commissioner be exercised by the Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Officer in the ca.se of agricultural income which 
13 assessed under the provisions of sub-section (^) of section 8 and 
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regarding which a^n assessee has submitted together with his return 
under section 24 a certified copy of an assessment order under the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922.'* 

Now, here the provision is made that in spite of the fact that an assessee 
produces a certified copy of the order of assessment under the Indian 
Income-tax Act, 1922, the Commissioner of Income-tax mo^y still permit 
the Agricultural Income-tax Ofiicer to scrutinise the figures "and to arrive 
at a (lifterent figure from that which is indicated in that certificate. It 
was sought to be explained by clause 8(3) where also reference is made 
to “a certified copy of an order of an assessment under the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922” : and it was said that clause 25 only provided lor the 
machinery of assessment. As a matter of fact, clause 25(1) makes provision 
for an order of assessment ; and the procedure described under clause 25, 
sub-sections (2) and (3;, do not form a substantive part ol the authority 
of tlic Income-tax Officei to assess. That power is given under clause 25(7). 
It you refer now to clause 8(3), you will find the words ‘‘for the purpose 
of the assessment of agricultural income-tax under this section or any rule 
made thereunder a certified copy of an order of an assessment under the 
Indian Income-tax Act, 1922” — I leave out here other portions which are 
not relevant — ‘‘shall he conclusive evidem'e of the contents of such 
order”. Nr)w, Sir, I would submit that as long as you retain clause 25(7) 
which has been accepted by the House, 1 think the amendment movea 
by the Khan Bahadur ought to be accepted; otherwise, there will be 
incdnsistenc because when you are determining the tax and passing an 
order of assessing the tax upon an assessee under clause 25(1) and under 
lliis relevant clause, namely, (dause 48, you have to deteiinine the (piestion 
of refund. It was being said that the order of the Indian Income-tax 
Authorities shall be conclusive evidence. Therefore, it is clear that for 
the purpose of an order of assessment yon adopt one principle, but w'hen 
>()u are ndiinding the tax which has already been paid by companies or 
by an! association of persons on behalf of others, there you make an order 
under the Indian Income-tax Act. I submit that the two would be 
repugnant to each other and should not be allowed to remain. The offending 
clause is clause 25(7) and I submit that the Explanation which is incorpo- 
rated is in the first instance unnecessary and in the second place it intro- 
ducc^ a clause wdiicdi is repugnant to sub-clause (7) of clause 25. Having 
ke])( sub-clausc (7) of clause 25, this Explanation should go ipso facto. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, some of my honourable friends have 
supported the amendment on the ground that the Explanation is unneces- 
sary and repugnant to some of the other provisions of the Bill. I support 
the amendment for a different reason — for the simple reason that it un- 
necessarily p\its the onus on the assesssee. The (lovernment is certainly 
enlitled to realise the tax from those who are assessable to the tax, hut 
why — instead of a departmental arrangement with the Central (ioVern- 
ment by wdiich the necessary figures might l)e obtained from the Indian 
Income-tax office — wdiy is it that the assessee should he forced to submit 
a statement of accounts himself? In other words, my contention is that 
this Explanation is undesirable as it puts the onus upon the person 
assessed. Of course, there is nothing in the Explanation that he will have 
to submit to such an order of computation. But when it is said that the 
order computing the total world income will be regarded as conclusive 
evidence, the suggestion is that wdien a person wants any exemption or any 
reconsideration of the rate of the tax to which he had been actually assessed, 
he would have to ])roduce siudi evidence. 

^ Now, Sir, as you are aware, in the ease of a certain type of income, 
returns have hardly to l>e made at all. Those who have fixed salaries — and 
the Hon'ble Finance Minister, so far as his income as Minister is concerned, 
will bear me witness in this respect — they have to submit no return. The 
deduction of the tax is made at the source. The income is known to the 
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Income-tax, Department and without any trouble whatsoever, this tax is 
deducted. On the other hand, mv friends to the left, I mean the European 
Party, who belong to commercial or industrial concerns — they are put 
to difficulties because the onus to submit the return lie^ with them. Even 
with the most careful calculations and accounting, and even with a very 
gm)d type of management, they of^en fail to convimc the Income-tax 
Officer. At] least, that is what 1 have Iwcn told by ])erson8 wh(» are con- 
cerned with industrial and commercial firms, as I have no personal 
knowledge about the return of a comnici< ial <»r industrial, concern. In the 
case ol a ]>rivate individual with a fixed salary, thi‘ tax is deducted at the 
source. It is an unnecessary imposition uj>on him it he is asked to submit 
a return. In such cases, figures are with the (lovenimcnt Income-tax 
Department. 

I do not understand why the Agn'« ullural (n(‘ome-tax Department 
should not obtain the figures from the Indian Income-tax Department in 
similar cases. They can easily obtain the figures and as some members have 
already suggested, it is easier for Government to get these figures by inter- 
departmental nrrangement than for private individuals to get these figures. 

1 know, »8ii‘, that to get a eertifi(‘d <*o])v of a document or any pai>er8 from 
the Government, a private ])erson has often to wail for a long time. More- 
over, this would result in (‘ongestion of work lo th(* ministerial officers 
eoncerned. Therefore, my submission is that the explanation should be 
omitted, because the existence of the explanation would tend fo put the 
onus for submission of evidence on the assessce. I'his can be avoided if 
Bengal Government by mutual arrangement obtain the figures from the 
Government of India. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI : Sir, T do not sec how 

it imposes ail extra burden on the uss(*ssees in sjiite of the very learned 
speeches 1 heard this evening. I think it is entirely conducive to the 
coTiviMiieiice of the assessee. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 'he (luestion before the House is; that the Expla- 
nation at the end of clause 48 be omitted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 
Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Datta. 

Mr. H. Kabir. 


AYES— 9. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohoianabith. 

Mr. B. C. Mukhsrll. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 12. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz, 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 

Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury, 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury, 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. k 


Mrs. K. D’Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. F. Dutt. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hon’ble Khan Bahadur S. M. Hosain. 
Mr. L. Hassain. 

Mr. w. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Khan Sahib Subldali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The 
“Ayes’’ being — 9, and the “Noes*^ — 22, the amendment is negative<l. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I would like to speak on clause 48 as a whole 
before you put that to the vote. Sir, with regard to clause 48 the amend- 
ment which was moved by Khan Bahadur Naziruddfn Ahmad was in my 
opinion, rightly negatived by the House. In this particular case, 1 nnd 
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tnyHeU in agreement with the Hon’ble Finance Minister, but there is one 
particular feature to which I want to draw his attention. The question to 
wlihd) I want to r^fer concerns particularly the European members of this 
House. Perhaps in anticipation of what I was going* to say and whitjh 
might not be quite palatable to them, they have left the House. I am glad 
to find the Leader of the f'.uropean Party has just come in, because the 
remarks which J am going to make reter specially to them. I would 
congratulate them for tlieir self-denying ordinance. The amendment which 
was moved by • Khan Hahadur Naziniddin Ahmad concerned them 
primarily. I was opposed to it because the amendment wanted to change 
the Hill-clause which provides refumls to an assessee by taking into 
consideratif)n his total world intmine. The total w'orld income would 
obvi(Ul^ly be greater than the total agricultural income of the assessee 
derived from laml within Bengal, or income deiived from any bonuses 
that they might ohtain from any company or i)artnership or association 
wdiic'h holds lajul in Bengal. Now, Sir, it the total agricmltural imuuiie 
of the indivi<lual were alone considertal, the rate o{ tax would be lower, 
whereas the rate of tax for any firm or association or partnership is the 
high 'st which \\v have under the pie^ent Act. Therefore, if instead of 
the total world income, tin* total agricultural income had been computed, 
the relief which would have been secured to the assessee would have been 
greater. I’berefore, I compliment the European Party on their willingness 
U» forego part of the refund which they might otherwise have obtained. 
'When the Khan Bahadur Sahib first moved his amendment, I thought that 
the European Group would he trooping behind him. T thought they would 
forget their allegiance to the (foverninent and follow Khan Bahadur 
Naziniddin Ahmad in his attempt to give protection to the interests of the 
class which the members of the European Party represent. 

Now, Sir, my position generally has been that relief should be greater 
in the case of the lower scales of income. Section 48 only provides for 
refund in cas(‘s where in my opinion such relief is not necessary. Persons 
who have total world incomes are not nonnaliy persons who in Bengal 
couhl he regarded as either poor or economically in a w’oak position. It 
is only persons with a very high level of income who can be expected to 
have world incomes. Therefore, ihis is giving relief only to a certain cla^s 
ot assessees — a class of assessees who in my opinion do not need mnch 
relief. 1 have already stated that so far as the European Part,\ is concerned, 
the> have ciynceded a moiety ot the relief which they might have otherwise 
(‘laimed. It is worth complimenting them, tor they could have demanded 
higher reliel. The general obje('tion to the clause, however, remains in so 
tar as it means that relief is given onlv to a very ricli class of persons. 
There i.s no (juestion of refund or relief wilh regard| to the joorer class of 
peisoiis on the basis ot tamily membei'shij) or the numbei' of dependents 
who ha^e to l>e sujiported on a particular income. 

Now, 1 find, Sir, that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has made a 
reference to the fact that the slab system has been introduced in assessing 
the tax. The slab system has been borrowed on the analogy of British 
income-tax. In the Indian income-tax, slab system has been introduced 
for the purpose of improving on the old system, ‘but I find that the British 
slab system gives greater and more equitable relief to persons assessed by 
taking into consideration the number of dependents. In the case of the 
British Income-tax, the wife and the number children that a particular 
person has to maintain are taken into consideration in assessing the tax. 
The rate is not only higher but much Kk^^^er; but this is after granting 
relief^ to the family and the dependents. This higher rate does not, there- 
fore, in any way operate to the disadvantage of the assessed person. Here in 
India it is otherwise.^ Neither in the income-tax nor in the agricultural 
income-tax is any relief given on the ground of necessity. In this clause, 

I find that whatever refund is given— and refund is always a relief — that 
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relief is confined onlv to u very rich class of persons. The relief is irres- 
pective of any consideration of the number of dependents. Besides, there 
IS no provision whatsoever for relief in the case of ujfricultural families. 

I would submit that persons whom we regard as agriculturists in Bengal 
have nothing whatsoever to do with ‘^orld income. They have no total 
world income. Out of fhese agriculiurists, 1 submit, Sir. probably 90 per 
<‘ent. have nothing to do with a >hare of a company or a parfncrsliip <»r a 
firm or commercial association of an\ kiml. 'I'hcrcfon^, Sir, I find that the 
pro])oscd relief is confined onl\ a Nt‘r\ lich <■la’'^. an iiiordinatt‘1 v i ich 
class (»t p(‘rsons. The agrieultvirist^, tlnnigh cpiitr a ron'^nleinhie number 
of tliein will come within the miseliiei et this A< t, are left altogether 
untouelied. There is no relief t»u them and no eon*^id(‘rution lor tht‘ number 
ot depend. mt^ th.it tlu'V may have. W'e know, Sii. that like a Himln 
undivided family, a Muslim iamil\, pai l Icuhn 1\ a Muslim prasaiit family, 
ina.\ also ver\ oitiui fia\e a large iiumhei ul depimdants 1 knew oi \illages 
where Ihen^ are as many a> V?0, 40 or 40 mmnhm.s in a family.’ taxable 

limit of Rs. d,o0() for ^ person who lia> to maintain bO persons is certainly 
not a high figure. So far as an individual with a small tamily of two or 
three memher.s is con(‘erned. this may ht‘ a ipiiti' nnisonable figure; but when 
we have large lamilii's eoii'^isting ol 4tf to 50 mmnhcrs file sum of Rs. d,500 
is not necessarily a large amount. 

My general piotesl against < lause 4S is that while it is anxious to grant 
relief in the ease ot well-to-do persons who havi' a world ineome, and 
who derive income from partnerships and dividends of eompanit’S and 
through meinhershipH of assoidatioiis and in othm- ways, there is no juovi- 
sioii whatsoever for any relief on accotint of the largt‘ families which inevi- 
tahly hav(‘ to he niaintaiiied by agriculturists in the rural areas of llengul. 
The wlmle bias has heeii. -alt hough the Bill is a Bengal Agricultural 
In(‘omc-tax Bill, -the whole bias has Ikmoi towards the urban classes. 
\Vhi‘nov»‘r tlu‘ Bill thinks of relief in tenns of reftind, it is the tirban uri‘as 
that it is thinking of It is the peoph* in the urhan arinis who are fiarttiers, 
and share-holders in (‘onifianii^s. It is such persons who are members of 
as.sociatioiis. It is such ficrsotis alone who dcrivi* any imanm* from sources 
outside India. I would challenge the Hon'ble l^’inanct* Ministt-r. or for the 
mutter of that, the Hon’ltle Ministei for Agricultun*, tlie leader of the 
House, who so often speaks on behalf of the ])oor agriculturists, — and I 
will concede that sometimes In tin* past he has fought for the intm'esls of 
the agriculturists, — I would cliallenge him sjiecially to givi* me any single 
instance where what we ordinarily (‘all an well-to-do peasant has any world 
income derived from sources outside India. Where then is the provision 
for granting any leliet to the poorer sections of the peojileV Wherever 
lelipf is sought (o be given, it has Ixnm for tho urban classes and for tlm 
rich and the ul t r;i-ricli classevs. 1 wnmld, therefore, ask the Hon’ble Ministers 
as to why ther(‘ is no j)rovisi()n wdiatsoever for any relief on account of the 
J.ij'ge uumliei oi dependants which agriculturists have to maintain? Even 
lliough Rs. .'bbOO a high figure, yet is it fair for a family with a member- 
ship of 40 Ol 40? 


Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, in considering clause 48, 
Mr. Humayun Kabir has raised an interesting (question. He is of opinion 
that if the amendment relating to clause 48(o) was carried, it would hcriefit 
the richer classes, possibly the Europeans, and on that ground lie thinks 
that he is justified in Ins opposition to the amendment, I think his 
aiguinent' amounts to thi.s : Europeans have more world irnome than the 
Indians and rielier Kuropearis ha\e more world income than tlie poorer 
European.^ ; th(- acceptance of this amendment Mfould relieve the burden 
only from the shj^ulders of the richer European.s, 1 think, Sir, ttia 
in a measure of taxation, we have nothing to choose betvveen Euro/>eaiJ an 
non-Europeans, or^ between the richer or the j^orer classes, 
principles of taxation involved in it. Poorer classes, whic e 
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been the concern of my honouable friend have been sufficiently protected 
by tbe bigh limit of exemption. It is the upper middle classes and the 
richer classes that have been taxed. The true principle of demarcation 
would no doubt be between the rich and poor. But the ideal cannot be 
attained by opposing the amendment. The remedy lies in laying a heavier 
burden of taxation upon richer classes. That is perfectly intelligible. But 
in the amendment we are concerned with tbe important theory and practice 
of refund. 1 may say that refund really inv<dves the principle of taxation. 
Take the case of a man whose ordinary agricultural income is Rs. 4,000. 
Suppose he earns over an«l above this, a dividend of one thousand on agri- 
cultural income. The total is Rs. 5,000. According to the Bill, he would 
liavc to pay at nine pies in the rui)ee. If you say that the man has an 
income of Rs. r),(K)0 and you will charge eighteen at twenty-four pies in the 
rupee, J have notliing to say. Here J agree with Mr. Humayun Kabir. 
But then I should change the schedule and not introduce absurd principles of 
refund. If it is once appreciated that refund is really an adjustment to the 
assessee’s personal rate, all f)bscuriti<‘s will vanish. 1 therefore respectfully 
submit that Mr. ITumaynn Kahir’s principle should be introduced into the 
schedule rather than that we should lay down this unheard of principle 
ot refund. The clause (►fiends against the fundamental piincij)les of taxa- 
tion. The basis of the rate at which the refund will he allowed under the 
Bill aiiould have nothing to do with non-agricultural income. It has an 
unsavoury appearance. 'Fhe Bill taxes the income at the rate of 40 pies 
iu the ru])ee for a share-holder in a limited company (mrning agricultural 
income. But at the time of giving him a refund you virtually tax him at a 
rate depending u])on non-agricultural in(‘ome. I lie problem is a humani- 
tarian one and involves a (juestion of i)rinciple. In the circumstances, 1 
submit this clause is full of misconceptions. With these few words, I submit 
that clause 48 should he reconsidered. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, there is one thing I 
would like to mention with reference to clause 48 and it may be that the view 
which I am now’ pressing for the consideration of the lionourabh' members 
of this House was lost sight of. Clause 48 deals with refund of agricultural 
income-tax paid by comjianies on behalf of share-Jiolders and this rate is 
annas 21 in tlie rupee. Now, as given in Schedule A, a particular share- 
holder may not have an income sufficient to ('o'ver the rate of annas 2h. 
Therefoie, he would be entitled to a refund under tlie provision of clause 48. 
But there is another fact which I believe has not been considered and this 
is sliglitly hinted at in elause 4fi of the Bill ; hut l>efore going to clause 49 of 
the Bill, I would Iik(‘ to ref(‘r to one fact : that a share-holder on whose 
behalf a company has paid tax at the rate of annas 2-6 in the rupee has got 
a world income and has got to pav his tax in the United Kingdom under the 
Finance A(d ot the United Kingdom. We know, Sir, that under the provi- 
sion of section 27 of that Act of 1920 the relief is granted to the assessees 
who are taxed by the Dominions with reference to their incomes with 
regard to the properties in the Dominions. If we refer to sec tion 27, elause 
(i), sub-clause (a), we find “If the Dominion rate of tax does not exceed 
half of the appropriate rate of the United Kingdom tax the rate at which 
relief is to be given shall be the Dominion rate of tax.'’ We know that the 
present prevailing rate in the United Kingdom is 10 shillings in the pound, 
that is, half of a person’s income. Therefore, under the Finance Act a 
flhare-holder who has to pay his tax through the company will get a deduc- 
tion of the entire tax which he has paid to the Bengal Provincial Treasury. 

Now, if that is so, I do not think there is any s(*ope for any furrier relief 
or refund, as is pro’sdded in clause 48 of the Bill. On the contrary, it gives 
a loophole to the share-ltelders who have also got pro|»erties outside India 
to claim refund and relief with respect to the same amount. I do not think 
that w'afi the intention of the Legislatuie. Therefore, this clause 48 should 
be deleted in order that the question* as to relief with reference to persons 
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who have already a deduction t(» the extent of the entire tax may not 
want it again under the United Kingdom Tax Act. It may be that »o far 
as clause 48 is concerned, there are also some persons but their number id 
limited and they would have a larger income and so can aftord to pay. 
Thei-efore, the refund clause with reference to companies, firms and 
assoiiations should be deleted. The^c are my submissions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 48 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clauac 40. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 49 stand part of the Bill. 

1 am of the opinion that amendment No. ‘184 should c(uue after amend- 
ment No. 854 and be renumbered 855. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; 1 am not going to move 888, 
and that should take out a big load from the anxiety of the House. With 
regard to amendment No. 885, T submit that it should c(une aftt‘r 889-844A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment No. 885 is oiC of (U’der, as it deals with 
marginal notes. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 suhmit, Sir, that it is not 
out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have alieadv held that marginal notes are no 
amendments. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Marginal notes cun be reterred 
to for the purpos^ of interpretation of statutes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir. Marginal notes 
can be referred to for purposes of interi)retation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House of Parliament have held that they have 
nothing to do with marginal notes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 submit, 8ir, that ibis may 
be passed over today. Recently the l^rivy Council has held that marginal 
notes may be referred to, and I can produce that before you tonu)rrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am referring to the decision of the Judges of the 

Privy Council. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir. Halsbuiy refers to 
appeal cases and not the decision of the House of Lords. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukbf •rjee, it is laid down here lliai tlie Houses 
of Parliament have nothing to do with marginal notes and the Courts cannot 

look at them. Tliis is a most important point. In fact, I gave iny ruling 

the other day on this point. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But not exactly on this. 
Marginal notes are refeiTed to for the purpose of interpretation of Statutes. 

I shall produce this ruling of the Privy Council tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A marginal note may be referred to, but it is a * 
different question. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: A marginal nole becomes 
part of tbe Statute. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is the opinion o« Sir Courtenay IlberC Clerk 
of the House of Commons. 
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Mr* HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It is 19th century old, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That may be so but that is the opinion by which 
we He says that “marginal notes do not form part of a Bill and can 

be altered by the officer® of the House”. 

Mr. HUM A YU N KABIR: That is 18th century opinion. Sir, not 
twentieth century. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In au> case, that is my view and 1 stick to it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But, Sir, why d is( uss this matter at all just 
now!^ If there is a definite ruliii^j on tliis point by the Privy Council, as 
indicated by my friend Mr. Bankiiu Chandra Mukherjee, and as he has 
promised to lay it before the House tomoriw, 1 think we (lau wait till 
tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The two jioints are entirely different, and that is 
where the confusion arises. The marginal notes may be considered by the 
courts but the House of Commons has held that they have nothing to do 
with them. Thmefoie, it is not an amendment in the true sense. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Whose opinion ih that, Sirl^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Of Sir C. V. llbert, who was Clerk of the House of 
Commons. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But that is not the opinion of the Judges, 
nor of the Sjieakc'r of the House of Comnlons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That irt also the opinion of tlio Judgos. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But the Judges’ ojiinion may be challenged 
and is not binding upon the Judges of the Privy (’oun^pl. As a layman, 
1 do nol feel eonipeteiit to ('ommeiit on it. Sir; but 1 thiuk that as 
Mr. Mukherjee has promised to lay certain decisions in a contrary direction 
being the judgment of the Privy Council, we <‘an wait till tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as I understand Mr. Mukherjee, he took tlie 
view that marginal notes can be referred to in construing a Statute or in the 
interjuctation of a Statute. Tliat is as reprds the interpretation of a 
Statute by a court of law; so that isi a different point. The point here is 
that unfortunately the House of Commons has nothing to do with marginal 
notes. So we should conform to the rules and my ])revious decision. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Marginal notes do form part of a Bill, 

Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will try to understand the point. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: How do you think, Sir, that 
he does not understand? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May 1 say a tew words, Sir? 
What I want to say is this : Marginal note is the interpretation of the 
Legislature’s intention. Whether it is the Privy Council or the Appeal 
Court or the High Court, they interpret what is the intention of the Legis- 
^ lature involved iu regard to the provisions of any Statute that have been 
passed by them. Here the British Parliament themselves say that they 
have nothing do with marginal note® and the Courts of liaw are therefore 
bound to see that tlu‘y respect the wislies of the Tiegislature. Our intention 
is a guide to the Court. 

Mr. NAGIENDRA HATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, marginal notes 'axe 
considered by the I^egislature and they form part of the statutes passed by 
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They may he either imiittetl or corrected. It has been held 
by courts that it a Leg:islatiire has actually taken into cousideiation marginal 
notes» they become part of the Statute. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Mr. MiOsalanobish, I would just reijuest you 
to bear in mind what 1 have alread\ explained. There is a definite ruling 
by- 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: By whom, Sir'r tH tin* tMerk of the House 
of Commons*:' His view is not binding ujnm tlu* Privy t\>vincil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ojiinion not ot the Clerk oi the llousi* of (hmimons, 
hut of the .Iiulge-. tliat the Houses of Parliament ha\e nothing to do with 
marginal notes. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M AHALANOBISH : Then are other systems 
ot legislation in which there are marginal notes and wiien they <‘ome up 
liefore tlu' House the House keeps them or omits them and it is the duty of 
the court to aliide hy tliem. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ft is (dearly the opinion oi tlu* .1 udges 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Isven numilKMs of tlu* olher side agree 
that if we want we can consider it (\oices from the ifovi'rnnn'nt Ixmches : 
Tso, no, not at all). So we find that both side.^ are agreed on this i>oinl. 
You can ovenuh* or throw it out; hut we may he allowed to (-oiisider the 
amendment . 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE; There is u decision of an 
Hon ’hie .hidg<^ in llie I’rivy Conneil who held that marginal notes is a ]»art 
of the Act. 1 think that point sliould lie considered. Tlien, Sir, the opinion 
ol judge's are lialih* to alteration. If the Jhivy (hmneil deci(h‘d otherwise, 
that should he taken into consideration, ddiis point has hec'U (‘(msidered 
very rt'centlv uiuh'r section SI of the (government of India Act, whether 
Hiat sliould h(‘ rederred to or not 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your suggestion, Mr. Mukherjee? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: That this may he postponed 
till tomorrow 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But, Sir, you have given ruling 
on u similar (juestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is my difficulty. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: That was, Sir, an entirely 
different issue. ‘ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ery well, I postpone the consideration of this 
amendment today. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : On a point of order, 
Sir. Ih‘toie amendment Yo. ddb is taken up, 1 tliink the jiroper course would 
be to take up amendment Nos. d39, ‘144, 344A, because if amendment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But amendment Nos, 339, 344, 344A are nc'gativc 
amendments and so out of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No Sir, that is a posit ive amend- 
ment — 

Mr. PRESIDENT; No, it is a negative ainendmerit and it is out of 
order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In what way, Sir, it is out of ordei 
Under what rule? 
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Mr. PRE8IDE1IT; I will just give you the rule, you resume your 
seat. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: I think you will j^ive 
us time to argue this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The rule is this : “an amendment may not be 
moved which has merely the effect of a negative vote”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What rule, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Rule 43(2). 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : That is what you decided 
the other day. On the first sitting day I think you corrected me by saying 
that that cannot be done and you (|Uoted May’s “Parliamentary Practice”. 
So I request you to give us time to consider the point. If there is any 
objectionable feature in the clause, 1 think the members of this House have 
got every right to say that it should not be there. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You have a right to vote against it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: I would ask you to 

consider this point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can .vote against it and negative it. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: IIow’ can we vote against 
unless there is discussion? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That point, I am afraid, I cannot discuss. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, you will have to 
convince us why this should not be allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is the practice and that is the law. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: That is not the law, I 
submit. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order. Sir. Rule 43{2) 
to which you refer has no connection with amendments of a Bill. liCgis- 
lation is aealt with under Part V of out Procedure Rules and you refer to 
Part IV. In Part V there is no rule so far as Bills are concerned under 
head “Legislation” that a particular clause cannot be moved to be deleted. 
Rule 43(2) refers only to motions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are confusing the matter. This rule applies 
to all motions. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Amendments are 
different things. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, it is no use discussing the matter an^ 
more. We have been following this practice for a long time. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, you have already held that tiiis 
amendment is out of order. So, there should not be any more discussion ou 
the question. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is quite true that if there is a motion 
that a particular Bill be rejected that cannot be m^ved ; but here it is a 
particular claus,e and clauses are not motions. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister never moves or for the matter of that no Hon’ble Minister ever 
moves 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, may I just draw your ■ attention to 
amendment No. 330 of Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad where I held 
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that as the amendment had a neprative effect, the amendment could not l>e 
moved and the House agreed on that. 

Mr. HUMAYUH KABIR: At that time we had not the rules with 
us. Now looking at the rules we hnd that this rule does not apply in the 
case of an amenumeut to a clause. Kveii if you had disallowed an amend- 
ment of this nature in the past, you did it under a misapprehension. If 
you. Sir, now look into the matter yourself, you will I’evise your 
decision. Here, one of my honourable friends on my left says that you 
yourself moved several amendments of this nature before your elevatiori to 
the Chair. I remember, Sir, many amendments of this nature have Iwen 
moved on the floor of this House in the past; and in any ('use rule 
deals w'ith motions. I do not now discuss whether tnatters ('oncerning 
legislation are motions or not. My honourable frieml, Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad, says, they are not. Well, 1 am not commenting on 
that at the moment; legislative matters may or may not bt* a motion. 
Now, granting for the sake of argument that a bill is a motion, what 
about a clause? It is tried to be made out under Pari IV of our rules 
that a clause too is a motion. If a particular clause is a motion, then 
8\ib-(lause is also a motion and amendments to deh*te sub-idauses w'ould 
also be out of order. But this is patently absurd. The fact is that when 
the first reading is taken up, viz., that the Bill he taken into considera- 
tion, an Ilon’hle Minister moves the motion. After that the next motion 
comes in at the second reading, when the motion is luoveil by the lloti'ble 
Miuistci that tlu' Bill he taken into consideration, clause hy clause. There- 
aft(u no hodv else moves any motion that particular (‘lauses l>e taken into 
consideration. The whole second reading is a composite motion that the 
Bill he taken into (‘onsideration clause hy clause and automatically the 
clauses come in. Government do not move any other motion that such 
and such clauses he taken into consideration. These are not motions at 
all. It is the Ghaii which says that clause number such and such be 
taken into consideration or stand part of the Bill. Now, as soon as you 
determine whether a particular clause or a sub-clause is a motion, then 
>ou will be able to decide whether rule is applicable here or not. 

kor the present, I ain not raising any miestion of difference between a 
motion and a legislation. Granting for tne sake of argument that it is 
a iiuuiou, even then the difficulty remains. As I have said, it is the Chair 
which puts the clause that clause 5 or clause (> be taken into consideration. 
If such an amendment has been disallowed in the past, it was disallowed 
through oversight. I hope in giving the ruling you will hear this fact in 
mind, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, in Part V of the rules, several 
sections relate to the consideration of amendments to a Bill. I draw your 
attentif.n to rules 62, 63, 64 and 65. Rule 62 says, “When a motion has 
been agreed 4o by the Council that a Bill be taken into consideration 

Here motion comes in — a* motion has been agreed to by the 

('ouiicil. In rule 63 we find; “Any member who wishes to move an 
amendment to a Bill under tlie consideration of the Council shall give 

notice thereof at least 10 days and shall together with the 

notice send a copy of the amendmeiu which he desire's to move”. (2) “The 
Secretary shall, if time permits, cause every notice of a proposed amend- 
ment to be printed and a copy shall be made available for the use of each 

member’’. And when a member has been supplied with a copy, that in a 
compliance under rule 63. Then rule 64 deals wdth short-notice amend- 
ments and in rule 65 we find: “Amendments shall ordinarily be consider- 
ed in the order of the clauses of the Bill to which they respectively relate". 

I submit that in view of the procedure laid down in sections 62, 63, 64 and 
65 coming after Part IV dealing with motions, the rule under section 43 
cannot be made applicable in Bills. You can import any principle under 
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rule 44 (^) and apply it under liead ‘*Legislation^\ I request you, Sir, to 
revise your decision "with reference to this amendment, namely, that clause 
49 he deleted in view of the fact that it was niimhered as an amendment 
under section f)5 and have been printed and circulated. You will not please 
apply rule 4d<2) to uniendinentR to the clauses of a legislation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, so far I remember I have been always 
holding that a negative amendment of this nature should not be moved. 
That has been my practice, and this is under rule 43 (£). 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we also admit that through 
inadvertence we did not give the same application to the consideration of 
this matter. But this section 49 is a very important .section in the Bill, 
and that is why we have put the amendment to this clause in the names 
of several ])er8ons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you do not lose the chance of voting against 
the clause. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is a different matter. Sir. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : The amendment is 
already there, and you have accepted it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have not accepted it. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDPIN AHMAD: Sir, may I .submit a ruling 
of the President of the Central A.ssemblyK It is ruling No. 72. 1 have 

“the Decision of the Chair for 20 years” with j me. He says that aflei the 
motion to omit clause 11 of the Hindu (Ihild Marriage Hestraint Bill had 
b(^en negativa'd, Mr. B. Das soiighl lo move an amendment, and ii was sai(1 
that the amendment might be moved. That shows that motion to delete 
a clause wdikdi is a negative amendment had been allowed to be moved. 

(Here the Honourable member look the book to the President.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T will take time to consider tliat. I think the 
matter has been .sufficiently discussed now 

Mr. LALIT .CHANDRA DAS: It is not a molion. It is an amend- 
ment— 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think any further discussion is necessary 
If any honourable member likes to discuss the matter further, I shall he 
very glad if he would come to my Chamber and discuss the matter with 
me there. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I hope you will kindly 
see the proceedings of Ihe Central Assembly and of this Jlouse also in 
this connection. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I ask you to take 
this into consideration that once such a motion is passed, what becomes 
of the sub.'^lantive motion, namely, tl^t the clause be now put, because 
once a dtM’isioii on the .same matter has been given in the affirmative form, 
it cannot he re-opene^l again ^ 

HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Then, Sir, it goes out of itself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this: if the amendment that the clause 
be deleted is agreed to, then how the whole- clause will be put? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That thing could not come up again. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the original clause will have to be put! 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Quite Sir, but why ilo you .aKsuniO 

that the aiuendinent for (he deletion ol the clause will he carried P 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: T am showing the absurdity 
of your argunieni : tlmt once this ameyidment is carried, t an you apr^iu 
discuss the matter in an attirniative ,nn at the lime of (he final puttmgP 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, Older. AVe have now had suffi<*ient dis- 
cussion. TiCf us go back (o (he Hill. Will you move your atmuidment 
No. 336, Mr. DasP 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, in vi4‘\\ ol (he suggtvstion made 
to you by my friend Mr. Nagendra Nath Muhulanobivih (ha( motions 
Nos. 331)— ‘i44A shoultl be taken up hist in pre<‘«*d(mce to mv anuMnlment 

No 336— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT; , tbal is not necessar\ . For in (hat case, if 

(he whole clause is didrti'd, (hen your amendmmit v^ill go automaticull v. 

Kh&fi B&hsdur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; 3'he tTeletion ought (o come 
first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; TIhui^ is that .iifh(ult\ no douht. Sir, 
and id is a sid>stanti\e amendment Hut in vie^\ ol the lat<* hour, 1 may 
be allowed to move my amendment tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A oil may start today, as there' are one or tw’O 
minute's still to go. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; As you plt'ase*, Sii‘. i hc'g to move^ 
that for clause 411 of the Hill, the* following be substituted 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of orelei*, Sir. 
Shall In' be permitted (</ <ariv on, when another ame*ndment for tl»e dele*- 
tion of the' wfiole e lause is before* the IfouseP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 4'hat is not a point of ni<b'j . 'I'hat point has been 
suffie-ientli considered. Oo on, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I l.< g to ino\e that irir clause* -tf) of the* 
Hill, (lie following he* sulist ituted, namely: — 

“49. An\ individual, ceunpany, firm or association eb'iiving 
asscssabb^ a^ii( ult ui al income from lands situatesl in Hi*ngal 
sliall jia.i his or its agricultural incom(*-ta\ in Hengal even 
though he* oi it might have paid ine-ome-ta.x elsewhere in India 
nr out' :•!♦' India (»n his or its woild im-ome inclueling agricul- 
tural income (U'rive*d feer his or its lamU situated in itengal.’’ 

in order to understaml (lie meaning and purpeirt of the^ amendrne'nt 
which 1 liave had the honour eef moving just now\ J desire to read the 
section whieh is sought to he siihstituteel by my ame*ndment. (3ause t9 
deals with reciprocal relief in respect of double taxation with other Oovern- 
• Tiients. 

Sir, it lays down that “the rrovincial (ioverninerit may, liy notification 
in the Official Oazette, make firovision for (lie granting of relief in lespecf 
of agricultural ifjcome on which both agricultural income-tax under this 
Act and other income-tax have been paid”. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN ; Sir, it is alreaely 6 o v ha k 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, but let him bnish his speech. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Now, Sir, “feir the purpose of thi/i 
.section other income-tax mean.s any income-tax, super-tax or sur-tax 
charged under («) any law of a province other than Bengal in force in 
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that province, or (i>) any law in force in any Indian State, or in any part 
of His Majesty’s Dominions, or in the Untied Kingdom, where the laws 
of such province, State or part of His Majesty’s Dominions,, or of the 
United Kingdom, as the case may be, provide for relief in respect of tax 
charged on income both in such province, State or part of His Majesty’s 
Dominions or in the United Kingdom, as the case may be, and in Bengal, 
which appears to the provincial Government to correspond to the relief 
which may be granted under this section.” This is the main section. Sir, 
and my amendment seeks to replace 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, do you purpose to continue now or resume 
your discussion tomorrow? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, I will resume tomorrow 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, let us continue 
now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, this is prayer time and I must adjourn 
now. * 

The House stands adjourned till li-15 p.m. : tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 17th August, 
1944. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the lOtli 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. K, K. Diitta. 

(4) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(5) Maulana Mohammad Akrum Khan. 

(6) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(7) Rai Bahadur B. M. Moitra. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Rurssell. 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(12) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(13) Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

(14) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944~-No. 79. 


The Council met in the Lej^icilative Chamber of the Leg^islative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 17th August, 1944, at 245 p.m., being the 
seventy-ninth day of the First Session ot 1944, pursuant to section G2(i)(<i) 
of the Government of India Act, 19^5. 

Mr. President (the HonTde Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Koy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Release of persons detained under rule 26 of the Defenoe of India Rules and 
convicted under the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance. 

253. Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home l)ei)artnient be pleased to state if all j)er 8 on 9 
detained under rule 2t) t)f the Defence of India Rules, and tliose convicted and 
imprisoned by Special ('ourts under the Special Criminal (^nirts Ordinance, 
have been released in view of the decisions of lht‘ Federal Court, and the 
Calcutta lligii Court, on the subjects If not, wliy not 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): No. The reasons are set forth below 

(^0 For persons detained under rule 2<) of the Defence of India joules. 

The final judgim'nt of the Federal ('onrt htdd that no ordt'r of detention 
under rule 2<i ot the Detenee of India Rules could validly be made except 
after the (iovernor bad personally applied his mind to tlie case* and been 
satisfied tliat tlic making of an order was necessary. Altbough an appeal 
against this order bas already been tiled lud’ore the l*rivy Couik'H, stcjm wiu’e 
immediately taken to institute a review of the cases of all security prisoners 
then under detention in the light of the law as laid down by the Federal 
Court with a vie\y to issue fresh orders in the cases in which continued 
detention was considered necessary. This review^ has been completed and 
revised detention orders under Ordinance III of 1944 have been issued in 
all cases requiring continued detention after personal review of the cases 
by His Excellent,’ the (iovernor. 

(h) For persons convicted under the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance. 

The Hon’ble High Court’s order, dated the 3rd August, 1943, regarding 
cases arising out of the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance (II of 1942) 
directed that persons aggrieved might move the lower appellate courts and 
the lower appellate courts might deal with them in the light of the Hon’ble 
High Court’s judgment in the case of Sushil Kumar Bose versus the Emperor 
(Miscellaneous case No. G5 of 1943) and accordingly Government were not 
required to take up the question of release. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Sir, may I enquire aa 
to when this review was completed: how long after the judgment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble MimVfer be pleased 
to state whether the orders under Ordinance III of 1944 were new orders for 
their detention ? 

194 
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The Hon^bie Khwaja Sir MAZIMUDDIN. These were orders under 
Ordinance III of 1944. I have nothing further to add to this. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if detention of the security prisoners, after the date of the Judgment 
of the Federal Court and till fresh orders under Ordinance III of 1944 were 
passed, was not illegal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a matter of law. 
The honourable member can go to the High Court. 

Detenu Srijut Prafulla Chandra Nandi. 

2S4. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Horne Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware that Srijut Praful a Chandra Nandi 
of Kalikatcha, Tippera, is a detenu; 

(h) if the Government are aware that his wife and j^oung children are 
without any means of subsistence and that there are none to look 
after them or help them in any wa> ; and 
(r) if he proposes to consider the question of providing a suitable allow- 
ance for liis wife and chihlren and give necessary direction in the 
matter P 

The Hon»ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (n) Yes. But he is of village 
Naairabad, police-station Nabinagar, Ti])]>era. 

{b) It is reported that he has no wife or child. 

(c) No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the Hon’ble Minister enquire 
whether, there is such a person by name Prafulla Chandra Nandi who was 
an inhabitant of Kalikatcha w'ithin the subdivision of Brahmanbaria? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As far as I am aware, we 
have got no security prisoner of Kalikatcha. 

Grievances of the prisoners and detenus of the Suri Jail. 

255. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased [to state — 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to the following grievances of the 
prisoners and detenus in the Suri Jail, viz. : — 

(/) that the food supjdied is inadequate and of an inferior quality, 
(it) that prisoners are refused even the clothing to which they are 
entitled under the Jail Code, 

(m) that the tools and instruments supplied to, the prisoners for various 
works are defective and out of order, 

(iv) that no lime or bleaching powder has been supplied for the last 
three months, and 

(r) [that no soda or shajeemati is supplied to prisoners for washing 
their clothes, and 

(h) whether he proposes to order an enquiry by a proper executive 
authority into the administration of the Suri Jail and take such 
steps as may be necessary for improving the administration? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The answer is in the 
negative. 

(h) Does not arise. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will (he Hon'ble Ministtn* be pleased to 
atate with reference to answer (<i). whether tlie ‘‘negative’’ refers to the 
present position or is the “negative" \\ith reference to the condition 
throughout the period under liis tenure? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir. it refers to the condi- 
tions in the question. The question is —Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(o ) if his attention has been drawn to the following grievances of the 
prisoners and detenus in the Suri Jail? 

and the answer is in the negative. It does not give any date. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: What precisely the point is: did the 
grievances exist now or is it the contentit>n oi Government? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN; I think they existed at the 
time the honourable member was a supjmrter of Government. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the HonTde Ministiu* please state 
whether these conditions existed after tin* Hon’ble Minister assumed charge 
of the Department? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: They continued for some 
time after which tliey were rectified. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the coinlitions havi‘ been rectifit‘d now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: (‘ertainly; that is why the 

answer is in the negative*. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, shall 1 now makt‘ my 
statenoMit on llerliamport* affairs r(‘garding 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is better that we take up the adjournment motion 
now; you may reser\e \<iur statement for tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Assuming that the adjourn- 
ment motion is <*a tried, tlnm ther<* cannot be any further business. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: ft will be finished within two hours and we are 
going to sit for tour hours. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the statement that Sir Nazimuddin was 
to have made refers to a different matter. It is with regard to the (jues- 
tioii of atta and flour in Murshidahad. But the adjournment motion of 
[today refers to souiethiiig quite different. It refers to Midnapore. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The Hon’ble Member has 
not appreciated what the Hon’ble the Thief Minister said. He said that if 
the adjournment motion is carried, tliere can he no further business and so 
the statement cannot be made, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I declared yesterday that the adjournment motion 
would he taken up immediately after the questions. We should stick to 
that decision, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : That is all right, Sir. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No other adjournment motion can he taken up 
’fioday. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Would it then ht* faken up tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That I don’t know. Now, we have to take up the 
adjournment motion. 
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Afljournnitiit motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY. Will the 

honourable member go to the microphone? We cannot hear him. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I can raise my voice. 
But as the honourable members like it, I am going to the microphone. 

Sir, I beg to move that this Council do adjourn its business to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the situation that 
has arisen out of the fact that rice is not available in Midnapore Town and 
in the neighbouring villages. The authorities stopped supply from the 
26th July, 1944, and rice is available in very small (quantities in the black 
market at 8 annas to 10 annas per seer. At a meeting of the Town Food 
Committee on the 11th August, 1944, a resolution was passed to move 
Government in the matter to supply sufficient rice for the consumption of 
[the people. 

Sir, I was surprised to learn on reaching Midnapore on the 5th of August 
that rice was not available for sale in the open market in any of the shops. 
I received this information from Mr. Kshitish Chandra Sarbadhikary, a 
local doctor. When 1 reciuested him to send for any shopkeeper from whom 
I would like to know the facts, a gentleman came to me and stated that he 
was the owner of a shop and was being supplied with rice by the Civil 
Supplies Ilepartment for sale. On or about the 2Gth July, 1944, supplies 
were stoppecl by the Civil Supplies Department. He stated to me that there 
were 24 shops to which the (fivil Supplies Department was supplying rice 
for sale to the public. On or about the 26th of July the Civil Supplies 
Dej)artment st()p])ed supplies and up to the 5th of August no rice was 
available in the oi)en market from the shopkeepei's. I had information, 
how(‘ver, that in the Black Market very small (juantities of rice were available 
at the rate of 8 annas to 10 annas per seer. 1 enquired why is it that rice 
was not coming from the villages for sale but was told that there was 
no rice available in the villages and landless labourers and hhadralog classes 
were (coming to Midnapore town from the adjoining villages for purchasing 
rice. They could not get any supply and were going back without any 
rice. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy the other day stated in this House 
that he could not understand why that woiild be so, because Midnai)()re was 
a surplus district. 1 may state here, vSir, that the population of Midnapore 
town is roughly 40,000 and that of the district of Midnapore 29 lakhs. 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain in answer to a question by the 
Maharaja of Cossimbazar stated that in Midnapore district the production 
of rice this year was 2 crores of maunds. If that is so, and if the figures 
stated by the Agriculture Minister are accnirate, then we cannot understand 
why rice is not available in Midnapore district. I was informed that 
Messrs. Ispahani were the purchasing agents for Midnapore and they were 
purchasing rice from the Midnapore distri(5t in huge quantities. Sir, I 
would like the Hon’ble the Minister of Civil Supplies to state the (quantity 
of rice purchased by Government agents in Midnapore district and the rates 
at which thev were purchased. We know that in the coastal belt in the 
Contai and Tamluk subdivisions of the Midnapore district large tracts of 
land could not be cultivated. We further know that in the police-station 
of Nandigram within Tamluk subdivision of the Midnapore district, paddy 
crops failed completely and in course of my visit in January this year to 
Tamluk and Mahisadal within the Tamluk subdivision I was informe(i that 
although there vas failure of crops in portions of Tamluk subdivision, there 
was bumper crop in other portions and that if rice was not allowed to be 
exported from the Tamluk subdivision, there would be no scarcity. So far 
as the whole of the district of Midnapore is concerned, assuming that the 
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entire population of 29 lakhs were provided with rice, there should have been 
no deficiency in the whole of the district of Midnapore. The Gregory 
Committee estimated 344 lbs. per he^ as the annual consumption of an 
individual. This w'orks up roughly tt about 4A maunds of rice per individual, 
but this is only on the basis of halt a seer per day for each individual. As 
a matter of fact, I learnt on enquiry that labourers, cultivators and hhadralog 
classes in the villages of Bengal would recpiire miudi more than half a seer 
as is proposed in the Report of the Gregory ('ommittee. If we look to the 
Report of the Floud Commission, we will find there that they have jirovided 
9 maunds of rice per annum for an individual. In answer to my question . 
No. 245 enquiring from the Hon’ble Civil Supplies Minister as to what 
quantity of rice was provided for adults, male and female, for working 
children and adult dependants of a family of cultivators and labourers, the 
Hon^ble Mr, Siihrawardy answered as follows: — 

‘‘Presumably the honourable member refers to rural areas. The 
answer is — 

“The total quantity of rice per week is 2 seers for adult (not below 12) 
and half the quantity for children between 2 and 12, children below 
2 being neglected. If sufficient supplies are available in any area 
or if the shortage is grave in any area the quantities of ration may 
be increased to a maximum of 4 seers per week for adult and half 
the quantity for children between 2 and 12, children below 2 being 
neglected. 

“No special revision has been made for any particular class of workers 
(diggers, carriers), etc., and no distinction has been made between 
workers and dependants or between males and females’’. 

This was the answer that was given to my question, Sir. 

Now, 1 would like t(> point out in tliis connection that on personal (Mitjuiry 
from cultivators owning lands, I was informed that they keep for tlieir own 
provision and tlie members of their family and also for landless lahoxirern 
whom they would have to employ for cultivation work during the cultivation 
season at the rate of one seer per day and if after all this there is any surplus 
that would be available for sale to the market. Even then tbey generally 
w^ait till September or October up to which time they retain sufficient stock 
for consumption during part of the next year and if in October the crop 
prospect is good, then they sell away the surplus stock. If the answ’t‘r of 
the Hon’ble Mr, Suhrawardy is based on the fact that after determining a 
district to be surplu*' he was making provision for rice as stated in his 
answer, I submit, that the result which we have noticed now in Midnapore 
will follow in all the districts. As pointed out above, Midnapore would not 
be a surplus district if we take into account the provision of rice at the rate 
of 9 maunds per individual, as indicated in the Floud (’ommission Report. 
In the Floud Commission Rei^rt the members added that this was necessary 
in order to give two souare meals a day for each individual. At page lOG 
of the report of the Floud Commission, Volume II, the re((iiirements of 
Midnapore district on the basis of 9 maunds per head are estimated to be 
25,191,000 maunds of rice. On this basis, if 2 crores of maunds were the 
production, then there would be a deficit. Sir, the cultivators owning lands 
keep rice for their consumption at the rate of one seer per head and sell 
only the surplus; and if the Government agents purchasin/^ the surplus stocks 
from the land-owming cultivators export the rice to other districts, the position 
which we are noticing now in Midnapore town is the sure result. Sir, on 
the 26th April, 1944, I wrote a letter to His Excellency the non’bJo 

Mr. Casey pointing out these facts. 

Sir, I addressed a similar letter Ic His Excellency the Right Hon ’bio 
Field Marshal Viscount Wavell, Viceroy and Governor-General 
with reference to the question about the procurement of aman rice by e 
Government of Bengal and I pointed out that special care should be take 
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ia determining what is surplus and what is not surplus. His Excellency 
the Oovernor of Bengal wrote to me in reply sav ing that my letter had been 
sent to the Department of Civil Supplies for necessary action. I also received 
a similar letter from the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy. 
We were told by the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy that they were keeping 
pockets of reserve in every district to be drawn upon during the time of 
emergency. Sir, it is to be regretted that the position of rice in Midnapore 
town should be as stated above. This clearly indicates that the policy of 
purchasing aman rice and its equitable distribution has been a total failure. 
If we refer to the statement oi the Hon’ble the Agriculture Minister, we find 
that the total rice in all tlie districts of Bengal except Chittagong Hill Tracts 
was roughly 100 laklis of tons and I would «ubmit that the position could 
not have been as stated above if proper steps were taken as indicated in my 
letter to His Excellency the (iovernor. We are now, Sir, in August and 
we have yet to make provision for five months before the avian crop is 
harvested in Midnajiore. I liope the Hon’ble the Civil Supplies Minister 
would have even now to consider the position very very seriou-sly and take 
steps so that if there is a (lovernment sto(;k of rice in Midnapore, the rice 
may not be removed to other districts. 

Sir, I would like to point out one further thing in this connection. 
I learnt on enquiry that the District Magistrate directed sometime on the 
5th August that 1,000 maunds of rice would be supjdied to the shop- 
keepers for distribution to the 40,000 people residing in the Midnapore town 
at the rate of ^ seer per individual. The daily consumption comes to 500 
maunds. At a meeting of the Town Food Committee held on the 11th 
August last, the Subdivisional Officer who was presiding over the meeting, 
stated that he could supply 5,000 maunds of rice every month and the 
maximum amount allowed for every individual w()ul»l be one seer every week, 
that is about two chattaks per day, which the people would have to take 
botli during morning and evening. I would like the honourable members 
of this House to consider whether the Department of Civil Supplies is justi- 
fied in thus starving the people of Midnapore town. Two chattaks a day, 
one chattak per every meal is nothing. I hope the Hon’ble the Minister 
of (Uvil Sup})lies will realise this and would not be so hard on the peo])le 
of Midnapore. We would like. Sir, through you to request the Hon’ble 
the Civil Supplies Minister to disclose the entire a man procurement policy 
of the (iovernment, the quantity the (lovernment held, the rate at which 
the Government agents ])urchased rice from diflerent distri(‘ts in this connec- 
tion. I would request the Hon’ble the Civil Supplies Minister to bring in 
supplies from outside if he has not got sufficient stock in Midnapore. There 
is one other fact which I would like to emphasize upon the Hon’ble Minister 
of (hvil Supplies. We know that on account of bungling and mishandling 
of the situation, huge quantities of rice remained stored in the Government 
godown and were sold in the open market sometime in December, last year, 
while people were dying in the streets in several villages and towns in the 
province of Bengal. The situation is serious and if it is not handled 
properly, w'e would have a recurreiic.e of the same state of things as we 
experienced last year. Sir, in this connection I would like to refer to one 
or two matters in regard to my adjournment motion. On the 7th August, 
I stated that rice was not available in any shop in Midnapore. In proof of 
my statement I cite the first editorial paragraph of the Midnapore Hitaisln, 
a Bengali paper — 

\ ^ c^rt^ 

I ’T'2S!rt% ^ c*rQ^ 

I ^ 

I I 

Now, Sir, here I would like to mention one thing. 1 was told that 
Messrs. Ispahan! and Company were the purchasing agents of Government 
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for the district of Midiiapore. They have purchased lar^je stocks of rice aud 
exported the same outside the district. I waut to know from the Hon’ble 
Minister what is the total quantity of r^ce whicli that firm purchased and 
the rate at which they purcliased and where those stocks liave been kept and 
whether it is a fact that stocks hav^ been exported to outside the district. 

With these words, I move my adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That tliis Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the situation that has arisen (uit of the fact that rice is not available m 
Midiiapore Town and in the neighbouring villages. The authorities stopped 
supply from the 2Gth July, 1944, and rice is available in very small quan- 
titiCvS in the black market at 8 annas to 10 annas jier seer. At a meeting 
of the Town Food Commiteee on the llih August, 1944, a resolution was 
passed to move Government in the mutter to supply sufficient rice for the 
consumption of the people. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, may I suggest one 
thing? Now til at the honourable member lias inoveil the motion let the 
Hon’ble Minister now reply and on getting the lull information we shall 
speak. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sir, that would be (‘onvenient. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, Mr. Chakraverti, the rule is that Goviunment 
has always the bast say in the matter. If I ac<e])t your suggt*siion, that 
would he a novel procedure. 1 do not think it ever hajqiem'd hefrire. It 
is the privilege of tlie Opposition to move an adjournment motion and an 
adjournment motion has to he supported hy 14 inemhers, othi^rwise jxn 
adjournment cannot he admitted. So, 1 think those honourable members 
'wlio supjxirted the motion must have felt the justness of the eaus(‘. 1, 
thendbn*, do not find much justification for acce])ting your suggestion. I 
think it would be lietter that we stick to the usual practice that the imuii- 
bers w'lio want to support the motion shouhi speak first and after that the 
Hon'ble Minister xvill rejilv. Your time i.s limited to ivn minutes. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAH ALANOBI8H ; Mr. President, Sir, I 
beg to support this motion and want to point out that this complaint of 
want of -sufiply of essential foodstufi’s is (toraiiig to us from various (juarters 
and tlie honourable mover of the resolution has done a great service to the 
people outside by drawing pointed attention to this fact. It only serves to 
show^ that our Civil Supply Department is not j)roperly working and that 
there is something wrong somewdiere. The want of rice in Bengal this year 
is certainly not due to 'want of the commodity in the province. Calcutta 
having been taken up by the Central Government, the rest of the province is 
now required to be sujiplied by the produce of Bengal. Therefore, there 
ought not to be shortage anywhere. The only question that is sometimes put 
forw’ard is the question of difficulty of transport. That also ought not to be a 
plea for the Civil Supply Department for their inability to supply to the 
outlying districts. Now it is said that the Civil Supjjly Department does 
all it can do: but the transport is in the hand-s of the Central Government; 
therefore they are not to blame. With regard to that question my submis- 
sion would be that it is really an excuse. If you have got to supply to 
the people of Bengal, you ought to take such steps that would ensure 
supply and you cannot remain content with the lapse or negl^ence of 
another agency. You must foresee that there may be some dimculty of 
the Transport Department of the Government of India and therefore you 
must be prepared beforehand so as to ensure supply properly- 
say that this Civil Supply Department is the youngest issue of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal — the last child I should say — ^I do not know if there is any 
other department opened since — but at present I may take it as the last 
cMld and as such it has really acquired all the rices that the youngest cnild 
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imbibes and we find that during this short period of less than two years 
it has become notorious in various ways. I need not give you the details. 
Perhaps you are all aware what the charges against this department are, 
but I would ask honourable members and the Government also to seriously 
consider whether or not it is better to abolish the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment and to make over this business of procurement and supp^ and distri- 
bution to some business house which knows the business. I believe a large 
number of people has been recruited for the purpose of running this Civil 
Supplies Department who really have got no experience of business. A 
large number of I.C.S. people and a large number of B.C.S. people and 
other gentlemen have been recruited and perhaps the cost of running this 
new department is much more than that of all oiher departments taken 
together. The result, however, is that everywhere we find complaints either 
of this that or other things, and whenever they are asked to explain they 
say we are not at all at fault. It is the Government of India who do not 
supply us wagons, and there are transport difficulties and so on and so forth. 
I think the Government of Bengal should seriously consider the matter of 
making over this business to some experienced business house which will 
underiake to procure and supj)]y without the least cost to the Government of 
Bengal. Any one who has got the interest of Bengal at heart would seriously 
consider as to what is the amount of expenditure Bengal is incurring for the 
Civil Supplies Department and what is the benefit that Bengal is getting 
out of it 

'Mr« PRESIDENT” Mr. Mahalanobish, I hope you will confine your 
observation to the motion before the House. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH S Sir, if I am not dealing 

with the motion before the House, I do not know what I am dealing with. 
I am dealing with the want of rice at Midnapore, and I said that it is 
entirely due to the want of ability on the j)art of the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment and I also said that Government should entrust this difficult job to 
some business house which can manage these things. I have not got the 
least doubt that the mover ha-s correctly given you facts that as a matter of 
fact there is dearth of rice and that people of Midna])ore do not get rice 
as they reejuire. I would be very chary to accept any contradiction of 
his statement. Therefore, you should accept this proposition that there is 
dearth of ric© and that the people of Midnapor© do not ordinarily get rice 
from ,tbe open market and that they get rice from the black market at high 

S rice. This black market again is the creation of the Civil Supplies 
lepartment and their agents. There is no proper enforcement of the 
price control orders, and I do not like to talk of bribery and corruption 
that is rampant in this department; but I say that it is entirely due to the 
inefficiency of this department. This is all that I had to say. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, we have not had 
the privilege of hearing the Civil Supplies Minister before speaking on this 
matter. Her© I have got the statement of the honourable mover, 
Mr, Mukherjee, on the point. He had been to the locality and he came to 
know' that rice was scarce in Midnapore. Now', Sir, Midnapore is considered 
to be a surplus district. We w'onder how rice could be scarce there. It 
admits of only one explanation. Sir, and it is that there has been a huge 
procurement of rice from Midnapore by Government-" agents. Government 
agents must have been there in large numbers and they purchased rice 
heavily and transported that rice to areas outside the district. If they had 
stored that rm© in Midnapore, there would not hav© been this scarcity of 
rice there. The procurement policy is good only if it is followed by proper 
distribution of rice among the people. There has not been proper distribu- 
tion. It is alleged by Mr. Mukherjee that rice could be had there only 
at the black market and that too at a very high price. The price was 
ranging from 8 annas to 10 annas per seer. Government has a way of 
doing things. There was an opportunity for the people to know about the 
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price of rice when the price was advertised and pu^blished in the Calcutta 
Gazette. We knew what was happening in Chittagong and so we could 
produce a copy of the Calcutta Gazette to convince you, Sir, that the price 
of rice there was ranging between lU dO to Rs. 40, and get our adjourn- 
ment motion admitted in this Hoc^«:. But in the case of Midnapore when 
it is asserted by Mr. Mukherjee that tihe price was raging somewhere in the 
region of Rs. 20 to Rs. 25, j)robably it will be contradicted — I do not know 
what the Civil Supply Minister will sajr, probably he will contradict 
Mr. Mukherjee ’ 3 statement and say “No, rice is available there and the 
price is lower.” But we would prefer to believe Mr. Mukherjee’s statement 
as he personally saw the state of affairs there# The ceiling price is certainly 
lower than the price that was prevailing in the neighbouring provinces ana 
districts. Why is it that the ceiling price of r^^e could not be enforced 
and maintained in all the districts of Bengal P It is a primary duty of the 
Government to feed and clothe the people when they are in w'ant and there- 
fore the Government are guilty of dereliction of duty if they cannot enforce 
the ceiling price or bring down the price of rice within the easy reach of 
the poor. As long as rice is not easily available within the reach of the 
poor, then I should say that living in the midst of j)lenty people are dying. 
The Civil Supply Department is being maintained by Government at a 
huge cost, and I think the expenditure that the Government of Bengal is 
incurring for tlie maintenanc'e of this department is somewhere over two 
crores. If that be the state of affairs, and if Government speinl so much 
for the upkeep of this department, it will be very regrettable if any par^ 
of Bengal should be complaining like the (oinplaint that has been mad. 
that rice is not available in Midnapore. Sir, it is very fortunate tliat one 
wing of the Legislature is open today, so that it is possible for the people 
to ventilate tlieir grievances in tins Coum*iI over tins inatter. 1 believe 
this story of scarcity of rice is not <*onfined to the district of Mi(lua])ore 
only, but that its replica is to he seen in many parts of this province. It 
may he said by the Civil Supply Minister that althougili the of rice 

has risen liigher, yet the condition of the jieople has very mucii improved. 
To that also I desire to say that a certain proportion of the people might 
have benefited by the present war condition and gathered some amount of 
money, but generally speaking, the poor middle class and those persons who 
earn tlieir daily bread by the sweat of their brow' and labour irom morning 
till evening — tliey can hardly meet the exjiense of purebusing rice. 


In this matter why should there have been for a single day scarcity of 
rice in Midnapore? That answer should be given satisfactorily by the 
JJon’ble Minister If ;you bring in the question of transport — that there 
is transport difficulty — 1 would say that that explanation would not he 
worth accepting. Government ought to be responsible for bringing rice to 
the doors of every citizen of Bengal. It will not do for them to say that 

transport is in the hands of the Government of India and thus escape their 

liability. Even though transport may be in the hands of the Government 
of India, they should so arrange matters — transport or whatever it may be-— 
that they will be able to save the lives of the peMijde from starvation. It is 

their primary duty to do so. They must arrange matters so that transport 

can be possible easily from one part of the j>rovince to the oilier. In this 
particular case, it is known that large quantity of rice was purchased by 
Messrs. Ispahani & Co. Government should have so arranged that even 
this rice could have been made available — this rice should have been sent 


from one part of the province to the other and here in Midnapore to save 
the situation that has been created. It is known also that the Town Food 
Committee passed a resolution in which they recorded the fact that the 
people are starving for want of rice and desired that the authori^ties shonJa 
be moved. In this matter Mr. Mukherji has done a public duty by drawing 
the attention of the authorities to the state of affairs and * 
grievances should be made by other members in case of • 

Hon’ble Minister may be made to see to the supply throughout t p 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, 1 rise to support 
the motion so ably moved by my friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji. I 
support it not for the purpose of censuring the Civil Supplies Minister and 
the members of the happy family to which he has the honour and privilege 
to belong, but for the purpose of drawing the attention of the Government 
to the state of things prevailing in the mofussil. 

Sir, before the district of Midnapore had time to recover from the effects 
of the terrible visitation of Nature — I mean the devastating cyclone that 
swept over the district in 1942 — famine appeared, and like other districts 
Midnapore had also had its share of suffering. It is unfortunate that in 
spite of the elaborate paraphernalia of the Civil Supplies Department and 
the system of rationing which we are told has been introduced in some of 
the districts of Bengal, an important district like Midnapore should suffer 
from want of rice. Mr. Mukherji spoke from hrs personal knowledge of what 
was actually happening in the district of Midnapore. Not only the town 
but the neighbouring villages had been labouring under a great difficulty 
for want of rice and we are told that rice was selling between annas eight 
and ten per seer, which means Rs. 20 to Rs. 25 per maund. The control 
price there is about Rs. 13 per maund. The Hon’ble Minister pleaded 
Ignorance yesterday when the motion was admitted saying that he nad no 
knowledge of the shortage oi rice in Midnapore. I congratulate 
Mr. Mukherji for the trouble he has taken to visit Midnapore recently and 
for giving us an idea of what was actually taking place there in the matter 
of food supply. 

Sir, the Town Food Committee, as has been pointed out by Mr, Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee, passed a resolution the other day to move the Govern- 
ment in the matter of supply of sufficient rice for the consumption of the 
people of the town and also of other parts of the district. Sir, we read in 
newspapers of the tonnage of rice that have been sent to different 
districts and the picture wliich is revealed in the press reports fill us with 
hope that there is no shortage or famine condition prevailing in any part 
of Bengal. But, Sir, the facts stated by Mr. Mukherjee cannot be contro- 
verted, because lie spoke from his personal knowledge and it is for the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department to come for- 
ward and say that the facts narrated by Mr. Mukherjee are not correct. 
Me would like to hear from him whether or not supply of rice was stopped 
from the 20111 of July jind also the reason for stopping the supply. I come 
from a district which has suffered no less from the effects of the devasting 
famine tliat visited Bengal last year and I can speak from personal experi- 
ence that the reports published in the newspapers are materially different 
from the actual state of things. Although I have no personal knowledge 
of the district of Midnapore, yet I feel for the people of that district 
because they have suffered so many privations : first, from the effects of 
cvclone and then from the famine that visited this province a year ago. I 
also congratulate Mr. Mukherjee on his being able to obtain your (consent to 
move the adjournment motion without w^hich it would not have been 
possible to know' the actual position in Midnapore. With these few words, 

I support the motion. 

AlhfldJ Khflfi Bshflclur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JANs Mr. President, 
Sir, I beg to support the motion moved by my honourable friend 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. According to the suggestion of 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti if the Chair had allowed the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy to speak on the motion first we might have an idea 
of the situation and could see that his wunds did not go unchallenged. I 
also had w'aited to hear the supporters of Government but none rose to say 
anything. They only go to the lobby at the time of voting without knowing 
what they are supporting or opposing. Therefore, if the Chair had allowed 
the Hon’ble Minister to 

Mr, PRESIDENT* Order, order. The Chair has given its decision 
and you cannot discuss or challenge that. 
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AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD ilAN: No, Sir, I did 
not challenge that. You said that to allow the Hon’ble Minister to s^ak 
first on an adjournment motion after the mover was a novel pixK'edure. But, 
Sir, the world is changing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the world is changing, let it change for the 
better. So, will you please leave that point? 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: He has nothing to say. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD ilAN: It would have 
been better if instead of interrupting my speech the supporters of Govern- 
ment would have risen and taking courage in both hands give some concrete 
suggestions to solve the problem. 

The Hon’bia Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; On u point of order, Sir. 
Is not the honourable member making an admission that he knows nothing 
of the situation and is merely wasting the time of the llH)Use. AVhai he is 
saying is wholly irrelevant. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Is that a point of 
order?) 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: It is true I 

have not gone to Midiiapore (Khan Sahib Nuiul Amin: You know 

nothing about the motion. ) ^ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The honourable member .should 1x3 allowed to speak 
uninterrupted. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: It is true, as 
skited by the llon’ble Mfinister, that 1 did not go to Midiiaixu’e; but in view 
of the facts and figures given by one of our colleagues whi(di up till now 
have not been contradicted by any member of tlie other side, 1 whole- 
heartedly support the adjournment motion moved by Mi‘. Bankim (Chandra 
Mukherjee. Tht're is little doubt, as wuis .stated by Mr. Mukerji, that the 
Hon’ble Minister has completely failed to su])ply adiHpiale (juunlity of rice 
and that tiie rice j)osition in Midnajioro is very critical. With these words, 

1 support the motion. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: T suppoi t the adjournment motion 
moved by Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. Sir, after the cyclone and 
Hoods of last year, Midnapore would have attracted special attention of any 
other Government and scarcity of rice would not. have occurred there at 
least. But the present Government complain that as transport is in the 
hands of the C^^ntral Government it can do very little. Evidently, the 
function of the Ministry is simply to draw money and do nothing else. 
Whenever they are pressed for any relief, they will say that this is a matter 
for the Transjiort Department of the Government of India. Indeed, wherever 
you press them they will come forward with the idea that the matter was 
the concern of the Central Government. Sir, when asked why a large 
quantity of paddy was allowed to rot on a station platform in Jessore last 
year, Mr. Suhrawardy said that the railway did not supply wagons. But 
in reply to a question in the Central Assembly, the Railway Member said 
that Bengal in this case did not indent wagons; they did not include in 
the programme that they wanted more wagons. During the famine la.st 
year, it transpired that wagons full of foodstuff could not be unloaded at 
Howrah. The Civil Supply Minister is leaving the Chamber, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherji is 
representing the Civil Supplies Mini.ster. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Durini? the prevalence of famine last 
year, Sir, the Howrah incident took place and they said that they had not 
sufficient labour force to unload this foodstuff. In Midnanoro now tne 
trouble is due to those .shopkeepers who are apparently blacJ^marketing 
the controlled rice. A similar condition was thus described by Sir Inornas 
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Rutherford in his broadcast speech in Bengal: — ‘‘As a result of administra- 
tive breakdown it is palpable to dispassionate observers, but the question 
IS how long will this inefficiency of administration maintained at high cost 
to the taxpayer continue in this Province? I would suggest that a Com- 
mittee of Enquiry should be appointed to investigate into the causes of 
this failure.” I think a Committee should be appointed to go into this 
matter in detail and examine how the scarcity of foodstuffs can be possible 
in a district which is called a surplus district. Sir, with these words, I 
ho^ that this adigurnment motion would be accepted by the other side, 
fo show that the Civil Supplies Minister is absolved of his guilt, if 
there be any, by appointment of an Enquiry Committee. 

Mr, AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the facts stated by Mr. Mukherjee, 
the honourable mover of this motion, are so difficult to contradict that 
members of the Government benches have not as yet occupied the floor of 
the House to take part in this debate and rebut them. (Khan Sahib 
Fariduddin Ahmad: We are present in the House.) My honourable 
friend appears to be ignorant of the Parliamentary procedure that to occupy 
the floor of the House means that one should rise in his place and take 
part in the debate. Sir, I have been authorised by Mr. Mukherjee to go 
through a letter written by one Mr. Mitra, a local zemindar and undoubted- 
ly a loyal subject of His Majesty. The letter is dated the 12th of August, 
1944. I will read it: “LaA, evening a meeting of the Town F(>od Com- 
mittee was held. We considered our present rice situation in the town, 
'fhe Subdivisional Officer told that the Government would release 5,000 
inaunds of rice every month to be distributed in the town with a popula- 
tion of 40 thousand according to the last census at the rate of one seer per 
unit per week.” I ask in all seriousness whether this fact is true. Sir, 
who is to reply? The Hon’ble the Civil Supplies Minister is not present in 
the House at the present moment. 

president. The Hon^ble Mr. Mukherji is taking down notes 
on his behalf. 


Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: At the meeting of the Food Committee 
it was known that the Government would distribute one seer of rice per 
per week, I a^sk in all seriousness whether this fact is true, and 
whether the Hon’ble Minister is in a position to give an answer to this 
point. I pause for an answer 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : On a point of order. 
Are honourable members entitled to taunt when another honourable 
member is speaking ? 

P^ ENT: No, it is not proper. I think every honourable 
member should be given a chance to say what he wants to ’say without 
interruption. 


4 • ^ 1 *' ROY: I have been told by my honourable 

inend Mr. Moholanobish that my friends opposite are taunting. They 
must do that. They have no other alternative-— 

^*’?,,^^f8IDENT; Mr. Roy, if you answer all these interruptions then 
you will only provoke further interruptions. So please say what you have 
got to say on the subject. ^ j ,y 


Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: They have no case and therefore 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy you better say what you have to say; do 
Dot pursue that point; for, as I have said, my advice to you is tW if you 
try to reply to the reinarks of the members on the other side, then you will 
only provoke further interruptions. 
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Mr. AMULYADHaNE ROY: Thank you, Sir. I will follow your 
advice. However, this most important point must be answered by the 
members of the Cabinet, namely, the question of one seer per unit per 
week 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: ^^n a point of order. Sir. The honour- 
able member has repeated this statement for the third time. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTt: This is gaot a point of 
order, 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Drawing attention to repetition is also 
a point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sometimes repetition is necessary in order to 
impress a particular point. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the matter is so serious and so 
important that it requires repetition for ten times in order that it may 
enter the heads of the inemjjers of the Goverumeni of Bengal. His 
Excellency the Governor the other day said that in the matter oi food we 
were almost out of the woods. Take the case of Midnapore: are we out 
of the woods What is it due toF Is it due to iho fact that has happened 
the other day in Howrah, namely, disappearance of rice amounting to 
lls. 90,000? Is it a fact that rice has disapj>eared from Howrah and 
Calcutta worth Ks. 90,000 and that Government is making an enquiry into 
the matter? Is it the same case with the district of Midnapore? Then, 
again, the relationship between the people of Midnapore and the Govern- 
ment is really like that of a j‘ed rag to a hull. 1 ask the (Government 
w’hether in order to penalise the j)tH)ple of Midnapore they have decidinl to 
give one seer of rice per unit per week. I also want aji answer on this 
point. The lioiiourable mover of the motion lia.s made it perfectly clear 
that from the l^iith July the Civil Supply Department stopjKjd the supidy 
of rice to Midnapore. Wliy? Wliat was t}n‘ misoii ? Government must 
come forward with an explanation wdiicli must be satisfactory and accept- 
able to the members of tne House. Mr. Mukherjee has further said that 
oil the otli August no rice was available. I believe this fact is absolutely 
true because otherwise (D»veriunent would not have made a proposal for 
the distribution of one seer of rice per unit per ww^k. Therefore, the 
situation is so serious and so diiiicult that Government cannot escape con- 
demnation, and if the situation as stated by Mr. Mukherjee is still the 
same as has been described by him, 1 think the Hon’ hie Minister for 
Civil Supplies does not deserve any credit whatsoever. The situation in 
Midnapore must be in»proved and that in the near future. Only a few 
minutes ago, one my honourable colleagues on the other side remarked 
that vfe have not made out any case. Whether any case has been made 
out or whether the letter which I have read out to tlie honourable members 
18 sufficient for the condemnation of the Government is for them to consi- 
der. I hope they will think twice before taunting us again. Lastly, Sir, 
my humble submission is this : the unpleasant situation which has been 
created in Midnapore is due to the fault of the Hon’ble Minister himself — 
the situation created in the Civil Supplies Department is due to his fault, 
because I know it is he who took tne initiative in punishing the depart- 
mental officers for corruption and a great number of cases were enquired 
into and reports submitted and the enquiring officers recommended to the 
Government for dismissal and suspension of many officials belonging to the 
Civil Supplies Department. But after all no action has been taken by him. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the honourable mem- 
ber’s motion discloses a serious state of affairs. The facts have obviously 
been collected by him from x>ersonaI, practical experience of the affairs and 
cannot be contr^icted. The whole difficulty seems to be due to the adop- 
tion of a policy of marking some districts ‘‘surplus” and others “deficit. ” 
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The basis upon which food should be distributed should not be by ihere 
rule of thumb. It is disclosed in a private letter that during the emergency 
one seer of rice has been provided per head per week. This is hopelessly 
inadequate. Every working man needs about 7,000 calories daily in order 
to keep him going. He must, therefore, take food which supplies this 
average 7,000 calories. If a man takes meat, fish, atta, flour, dal and 
ghee, a much smaller quantity will be enough for him, because these 
foods give more caloric value than rice. If a poor man has to depend 
upon rice alone, he should have much larger quantities than has been 
provided. Any medical authority on food will support this. For an 
ordinary cultivator, one seer of rice per w^eek is hopelessly insufficient. 
For a rice-eating worker, more than a seer per day is needed. This policy 
of branding one district as “surplus” and another district “deficit” is baaed 
upon a fundamental error. The error lies in assuming that a powa of rice 
per head is enough for a man in a rice-eating area. Much artificial 
“surplus” is shown by this device and the supposed “excess’ is taken 
away. But workers have to eat to live and eat up the reserve creating an 
inevitable shortage. The void created in Midnapore is the inevitable 
consequence of this policy of classification. Too much has been taken 
away from this area and too little has been left, and there has thus been 
a scramble for food in Midnapore with the inevitable consequence tluit food 
has gone to tlie black-market . 1 submit that this a.spect of the question 
should be taken serious notice of by the Government. The Hon’ble the 
Civil Supplies Minister hails from Midnapore, I come from the neigh- 
bouring district and another honourable member comes from the Hooghly 
district. These are so-called “surplus” district.s. The Hon’ble Minister 
had the sentimental satisfaction of thinking that liis district was a surplus 
district. But now this surplus district is in danger. It was said of the 
great Napolean that wliile fighting throughout Europe, he forgot his little 
birthplace, the little Island of C-orsica. While tlie Minister is scoring 
success after success in the Provincial field, he should not forget his native 
distri(‘t. I recjuest him to look into the ati'airs of Midnapore for there is 
something wrong there. 

Now, with regard to tlie prevalance of corruption, I think it is in the 
mstness of things that this corruption should be eradicated altogether. 
In fact, two causes have eucourage<l corruption. Tlie first is the sudden 
growth of provincial autonomy and the second, tlie opportunities created 
by the war. Corruption jirevailed in England in the 18th century when 
the English people were passing through a tmnsition from the worst kind of 
autocracy to a limited monarchy which began in 1688 with the Glorious 
Revolution. During the interregnum, corruption was rampant tbrougliout 
the whole island. Corruption is partly responsible for the disappearance of 
food and other articles from the open market. 

Now, the problem of food-supply in the so-called “surplus” districts 
should be handled very carefully. Probably too much w’as taken away 
from Midnapore leading a precarious reserve. When the crisis came, the 
red tape intervened and food could not be quickly brought back to Midna- 
pore. The case of Midnapore is typical. The other day were shown 
some weak spots about Chittagong, a deficit district, and the Hon’ble 
.Minister could not fully explain the position.- The wrong policy laid 
down by the department has been too faithfully carried out with the result 
that a “surplus” district is suffering from starvation. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion for adjournment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I rise to support this motion. In doing so 
I am at the very outset faced by the situation that on the one hand state- 
ments were made by the liononrahle the mover of the motion that no rice 
was available in Midiiapoix? and on the other, the Hon’ble Minister for 
Civil Supply attempted to raise an objection with regard to the admissibility 
of the motion itself by suggesting that there was no such shortage. Now, 
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YOU very rightly ruled that when an honourable member of the House 
18 personal experience vouches for his statement, such explanation on 
mrt of the Hon’ble Minister could not be renarded as sufHcient ground 
lisallowing a discussion on the subject The Hon'ble Minister has 
! 1943> discovered a very' novel method of dealing with shortage — a 
od which has never before been in this world. He has said that 
der to keep up the public morale, in order to allay panic, even if there 
ortage, do not admit it but go on issuing communioues. On this 
lion too, I think Mr. Suhrawardv was dej>ending upon liis pet method 
lealing with want of rice when he said that there w'as no shortage, 
have been told that the District Magistrate was asked to supply 5,()00 
ads of rice to the local shops on one (^oiulition. The rice should l>e 
1 to the stockists of the town, provi<]ed rice was distributed at the rate 
seer per adult per week. Is this also a part oi tin same mctliod which 
Suhrawardv adopted when he wanted t<> .sanction (» chiit^K'ks p(*r day to 
,dult agricultural population of Bengal*^ The jmsition is slightly better 
year, and yet he has tbouglit fit to sanction I seer ]»er ueek? Need I 
ud him that this one seer is not adecpiatey Again, if there is no 
age, why this insistence on one seer ]>er week'' 

t happens soinetinu's that there are large sloi'ks in the hands of (bivern* 
but these are not available to the public. AVe know last year tliousands 
aunds of rice was kept in storage in Jessore and allowed to rot while 
iands of people starved. Hr, Suhrawardv says that (iovernnnMil have 
in supplies in Midnapore and it may lx* he is correct. But from the 
rience W(^ have of his methods, it docs not lolbnv that that rice is 
able to tile public, l^ast year also, (iovi'iiimmit had stocks, but tlie 
le starved. Is tin* same situation being repeated in .Midna]»ore 

;? Mr. Suhrawardy is trying to keep np tlie morale of Midnaiiore. 

le Government stocks tliere arc not rcleas<‘d for the use of the jmblii*, 

the stocks are tliere merely for show, — merely for the satisfaction of 

7ivil Supjilies Ih^partnienl that the stock.s can be obtained if necessary, 
ffore, 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Sup])li(‘s to see that 
ere are any Government stocks there, the.se stocks should 1 m> ndeasml in 
so that the people can take advantage of the stocks. Last, year tlie 
s were released too late and when they were released, they wi‘re unfit 
luman consumption. 1 think more Government money was wasteil in 
ipting to find out whether by any chemical operation these rotten food- 
ls could in any w'av be made fit for any .sort of conHuiii]dion , either by 
in beings or by cattle. I would ask the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to keej) 
point in mind. 

am sure that Mr. Suihrawardy is aware that Midnapore is not an area 
e there is much av: <rop. It is not an flni-growing area. It is mainly 
77?an-growung area. Therefore, from the month of July till about the 
of October, there usually is local shortage. I think even in normal 
i there is bound to be a certain amount of shortage during thi.s period, 
over, since 1942 the conditions of Midnapore have been very abnormal, 
s were first of all the political disturbances and the re]>res8ive measures 
i up by Government. On top of that, there wuh the cyclone of 15)42 
li disturbed the economic life of Midnapore: .so much .so that in autumn 
)42 the then Government was compelled to re-tran.sj)ort to Midnafiore 
ice which had been taken away from there earlier. The wfhole of the 
1942 was a black year for the whole of Bengal and it was blackest in 
lapore. An ordinary cultivator in Midnapore cannot be expected to 
an adequate surplus. If he does not have an adequate surplus, in view 
e fact that it is not an aw5-growing area but an ^man-growing area, 
steps have Government taken to build up reserves? 
gain, I would a.9k the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardv in answer whether 
ling has been introduced in the town of Midnapore. If rationirifr has 
►een introduced, what are the reasons why rationing has not been 
iuced? I am confident that if rationing bad been introduced in the 
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town of Midnaporo, the facts to which reference has been made by my 
honourable friend, Mr. Mukiherjee, could not haTe arisen. If the area were 
rationed, the shops there would have stocked Government supplies under 
Government control. The question of stocks going into the black-market 
could not arise at all. Therefore, the existence of black-market has also 
been rendered possible only because rationing has not yet been introduced 
into the town of Midnapore. I would also like him to consider — though 
this is not strictly the subject of the adjouminent motion of today — me 
position with regard to other areas in the district of Midnapore. I had 
occasion to visit Midnapore two or three times in connection with famine 
relief there. When I went there, the conditions I found were appalling. 
After the cyclone, the economic life of the people of the district had been so 
damaged that it was very difficult for them to come back to a normal state 
of affairs. If Government had taken special care to rehabilitate the people, 
the condition there would have been different. Now, I would like to know 
what are the intentions of the Government with regard to the introduction 
of rationing, not only in the town of Midnapore, but in the district of 
Midnapore as a whole. If complete rationing is not possible, do Govern- 
ment contemplate any scheme of partial rationing by which certain types 
of the population may be catered for by Government shops? 

These are questions which also have to be considered. Then, Sir, there 
is also the problem of transport to which reference has been made. 
Transport is no doubt a difficult problem. In Midnapore which has to use 
a large number of boats, this problem is the more acute oecause of a short- 
age in the numlver of boats; but I believe that in the (M)urse of the last year 
and a half, the harm caused by the destruction of boats has been partially 
remedied, and there are more boats available today than there were about 
one and a half years ago. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, we have received letters which 
stated that price of rice in Midnapore has been rising since July last. Now 
rice can only be had for Es. 25 a maund and in many places it could not 
be had even at that price. The Hon’ble Minister for Civil vSupplies, I mean, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, is always giving us hopes that, although the transport 
dilficullies are tliere, he would try his level best to help Midnapore; but the 
situation there is getting worse day hy day. The middle-class people have 
been hard hit, while the retired men with big families are in a terrible 
plight. Ijast year they sold what they had — their lands, jew^elleries, their 
sec\iriiies and whatever they could sell, to keep their body and soul together. 
Last year there was however a bumper crop and this year the crop has failed. 
Because of this, tlie situation there has became extremely grave. Sir, 
Midnapore is a place of which we are all proud. But now it appears that 
dismal plight has enveloped it and no one seriously bothers about it; every- 
body seems to have forgotten that it is one of the nicest and finest places in 
West Bengal In course of a conversation with a high Government official 
I was told that the transport facilities, which were available in 1943, are not 
available now. I appreciate the difficulty, but I think tliat the Government 
have not taken sufficient steps to relieve the distress there. Will the 
Government be pleased to state what amount of rice it has stocked in order 
to meet the situation in deficit areas throughout Bengal ? That will give us 
an idea as to how far Government is prepared to meet the situation. 
However, I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will take up this matter very 
seriously and see that Midnapore is not blotted out of Bengal. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTi: Sir, I whole-heartedly 
support the motion moved by iny friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. 
He has given c graphic description of Midnapore for the days when no rice 
was available at a reasonable price and as a matter of fact he says that even 
at a higher price rice was not at all available. On the day he moved the 
adjournment motion, he quoted the price to be over Rs. 20 per maund and it 
appears that the Civil Supply Minister was not at all surprised at the figure, 
for if I remember aright he said that the price of Es. 20 a maund was not 
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unreasonable, I do not know what was the controlled rate at which rice was 
available. In Calcutta it is about Rs. 16 but the rate at which it was then 
obtainable in Midnapore was over Rs. 20. ' So 1 do not know* what led the 
Hon'ble Minister to say that the price w*as not unreasonable. As tlie previous 
speakers have already pointeil out — what is the special reason for Midna|Jore 
^ go without nee so ([uicklyy Midnap^ re has Ikh^ii selected for persecution, 
it appears l>oth by nian ami Ood. The ilon'ble Minister should have kept o 
special watch over tlio atfaii.s ot Midnajwre. My friend Mr. Iluniayuu Kabir 
says that MidnaiMue is the iKune distrut of the Minister for Civil Supplies. 
But 1 do not think lie exiles alwiiit his iioiae district at all. Prolwibly, because 
it will be out ot tlie raiij^e ol Cakisthan, tlierefore he wants ti> blot it out by 
persecution and sUlr^;ltion and all sorts of repression which is at the (^oinmund 
of the Government. Any way, in <‘oniieetioii with the honourable mov*er*a 
motion here none of our friends opposite has even the courtesy or any sense 
of public duty to join in the delisate. V\ e will even welcome siieetihes 
opposing the motion. But they do not want to do so. Only tht'y will go to 
vote in the Government lobby. 1 do not know what use this adjournment 
motion will serve ami I do not believe in the eiiicaey of it. The llon’ble 
Minister in (diarge of (’iyil Supplies seems not to care so long ns ho has his 
siipi>orters to vote, lie is laughing and another Minister is also doing tlio 
same thing — Minister fiMim How'rali and Minister fn»m Midnujvorc Iwith are 
laughing tinterru])tions from the Government beiudies) and out to <lestroy 
their home districts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, either you resume your speech or 
resume your seat. You are not to discuss with the members opposite.^ 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the Civil Supply 
Minister does not seem to show any sympathy in this matter. He is quite 
iiiditVer<‘nt to the situation. So far as (hvil Supplies Deimrtment is con- 
cerned, it seems that a wdiite elephant is being maintained at the ('ost of the 
pe<)]d('. It is admittedly, (‘ven in the language of His Excellency the 

(iovernoi’, full ot coriujition and I have begird just now on the Ibnir ot this 

House that lie himself received a lot of coinjdaint.s from various officers and 

he has himself eiujuired into these cases but has not taken wany steps to 

bring the otfender.s to luMik or to lei the public know' wdiat is the result of 
the eruiuiry. We have heard from inflnential members of his jiarty that the 
(Jivil Supjilies Department from top to Ixittom is full of corruption. Many 
honourable members have piiinted out the reasons why Bengal is suffering 
so mucli. The Ilon’ble Minister is treating every subject with levity and is 
sleeping away his time. But he must wake up: Nemesis will not be far 
distant from him if he goes on in this way ami again lead this province to 
famine and starvation and ultimate death. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is regrettable that the 
honourable member who has moved the adjournment motion should have 
built a case on a casual coiivei*sation with certain people of Midnapore during 
a casual visit to that place. 1 have tried to get reports from the local 
officers regarding the condition in Midnapore and I will read a tel^ram 
which I received from, the District Magistrate on the lOtb August. The 
first adjournment motion was moved on the 7th August and the present 
adjournment motion is on the same lines and although 7 days have passed 
the honourable member has not been able to get any further information to 
support him except tw*o matters which are incorrect. The t(degram says: 
“Retail market i)rice of medium rice in Midnapore is annas 6-G per seer’' 
which is equivalent to Rs. 16-4 per maund. “Rice is available in Midnapore 
for the last 8 days and no complaints of scarcity have been receiveul from 
the neighbouring villages.” So, the honourable member has built up a case 
without knowing whetner rice was available in Midnapore or not. 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABJR: What is the date of the telegram F ^ 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: J'rth Au^fusi. Now Sir, I 
do not know whether it is worth while to discuss this motion. But there are 

195 
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one or two matters which the honourable member has raised and which I 
want to clear up, though those n^atters are not relevant to the motion. One 
fact which the honour-able member has disputed is that Midnapore is a surplus 
district, simply because on the basis of 9 maunds per head for a population 
of 29 lakhs there should be 250 lakhs maunds of rice. But if we were to 
take an averaj^e of 4^ maunds per head per year, Midnai>ore at once becomes 
a surplus district. I take it that the honourable members are aware that the 
population of 29 lakhs in Midnapore includes infants and children, old 
women and invalids, and that it is not possible for an infant or a child to 
consume 9 maunds of rice. We have got to take an average and on the basis 
of that average Midnaj)ore is a surplus district. 1 do not, however, suggest 
as a (luestion of tact that four and a half maunds per year represents a fair 
average consumption, or that an average of half a seer of rice per he^ul daily 
is sufficient nourishment for the people of Bengal. An investigation is 
being made and is being conducted even now in order to ascertain wlnit is 
the average consumption of ri(;e of the people. 

The next point, Sir, which has created some confusion are the orders 
which were passed by me to introduce modified rationing, under which we 
put on the market 2 seers of foodgrains per head per week, Tvhicli in consi- 
deration of the stock of rice and affa available would be 1 seer rice and 
J seer atta. This is not complete over-all rationing, and does not represent 
all the foodgrains a person is ex})ected to consume. It we were to introduce 
over-all rationing as in Calcutta, then tb(‘ amount which we would give 
would J^e fU or 4 seers ])er week at least. This rationing is being introduced 
in order to put foodgrains on the market for the jmrpose of taking the pres- 
sure off the market, for the purpose of reducing prices in general, for the 
purjiose of making rice available to the peo})le and thus prevent a hold-up, 
and tor the purpose of stimulating the flow of rice into the market ; and tins 
policy has succeeded. It has been tried in Chittag(mg and today 1 have 
received a letter from the District Magistrate of (diittagong, which makes 
it (dear that the policy has succ.-eeded and that the pri(‘e of ri(‘e has fallen 
below the price of (jovernment rice to such an extent that excepting in 
(diittagong town itself and uearabout there is little off-take from Government 
shops. This amount which we propose to ])ut through our sho})s will upjiear 
only to tliose j)laces, where there is also rice available through the trade, 
lustriietioiis have been issued and many Magistrates are giving more than 
2 seers per head where tliere is no local market. In some places, as in 
Kustia, where the local market was dry, we liave been giving as mm h as 
4 seers of riee ])er head per week. In some places we are giving 2 seers of 
rice per w-eek instead of 1 seer for the purjmse of ensuring foodgrains whicdi 
the people prefer, and this has resulted in ample foodgrains coming into the 
market. 1 have not the least doubt that in Midiia])ore there is still (M)iisi- 
derable amoniit of hoarding and that there are cultivators of the class of 
jotedars who have got still eonsiderable stocks in hand. For the time being 
1 see no reason why we should start frightfuTness at Midnapore and force 
them to de-hoard, d'or I am i-ertain that the time will come when these 
persons will he most aiixioTis to sell their foodgrains themselves without auy 
pressure from us. When the honourable gentlemen oj)p()site predict that 
I will not admit a shortage, it appears to me that they know what the true 
fa(‘ts are; and tliey seem to be anxious to j>roclaim a deficiency where it does 
not exist in order to (-reate panic and if possible to bring about difficulties in 
this province. As regards the next point to which the honourable member 
has referred, namely^ the removal of rice from Midnapore, I niaj^ state at 
once that although purchases have been made in Midnapore, they have not 
been in any measure commensurate with the amount that Midnapore could 
have yielded. have not forced Midnapore at all. Very small quantities 

comparatively have been purchased and from the I5tli of July not a single 
grain of rice or paddy has been removed from Midnapore 

Mr. BANKIM CHAMORA MUKHERJEE: On a point of information, 
Sir. What is the quantity.^ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not prepared to tell you 

iliat. My word is enoiii»:Ji. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: We do not believe it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: I know that. I did not 

expect you to. ^ 

At jireseiit, tliert‘ u. in Mitlnaport' t<»wii itstdf a stot'k of nuiuiids of 

rice, and this stock is hciiiu put on th»‘ market. 1 ftad. Sir. tliat if the 
luaikct ot MidnapiMe (iiu ahsorh lOO mauiids ot riet* per da,\', I st*t‘ notliiu^ 
to jireveiit us from tliat tpumtily on the nunket. I would certainly, 

for the ])ur|)o.se ot si iniulat in{4‘ suhslitmt^ ItxHl^rains, divith* the otV-takt‘ into 
rice and 1 think it is well inr the ptsiple ot Ihui^al to have anti 

althou^li I have no lurther iniormatittn in tin* matter ^ am certain that tlie 
•Subdivisional Officer must have also ttdtl the pt*oph' that alonj^ with i»nc stn*r 
of rice per head jier week he would also oive one seer of atUi per head per 
week. Ilut it is surprisin'^' that tlu‘ honourable member ut'vm* rcftuTcd to 
(ittu at ail. lie only referred to the one seer of ri<*e. Now, as T have said 
above, there is no shoi'taj^e of rice in the market, ami tlu‘ jirici* of rici* is not 
as hi^h as the honourable member puts it. It is only Hs. KM. I have 
stated that the honourabh^ member is misinformeil and his statement is 
incorrect. No orders wei4‘ jiiissed on the ‘Jtith <d «luly, as allc”(Ml, and th<‘ 
facts on which the honourable mmnber has ba.s(‘<l his motion are incorrt'ct. 
But, Sir, I am never content with a nnut' ndutation of an ar^^ument. If a 
complaint is brou'jfht to my notii'e— it <loes not mattm’ wln^thcr the motion 
succ(‘(‘ds in this House or not — 1 very carefully in(|uin‘ into the matti’r, and 
if 1 find thcie is anyth iim wnui”'. or neials r<'ct ificat ion , f take all possilib* 
steps to rectity it; ami it makes no difVerema* to m<* if it has la>en brou^dit to 
my notice throuf^h incorii'cl informalion. I am in touch with tin* District 
Ma^istiiiti* of Mi(lnapor<', and I hope. Sir, that all necessary steps will lx* 
takt'n to remedy any faults or (‘rrors. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will .\(MI ffll ttuTc!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARbY: 1( is not m‘ceHBarv al tlie 
j)]<'sent moment. It it is in*cessary, 1 shall certainly jjo there. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I have heard the 
Hoirble Minister tor (’ivil Supplies very <’arefnlly. I lliink he has tri(*d to 
hooflwink the llousi* on the basis of a telegram ti'om tin* District Mapfistrate of 
Midnapore, dated the 10th Auf^ust, whiidi says that riee is available for the 
last 8 days. Now, Sir, 1 would request the Minister if he has any idea of 
arithmetic to say if 8 days an* taken from the Ord to the 10th of Aii|JtUKl. 
Why is it tliat the Distiict Mapristrate does not say anything as to thi* non- 
availability of rice fro?., the 20th July onwards !*' Tlie tele;ri-i,in is disere^dly 
silent on this ])oint and sujipresses faets which 1 think oup^ht not to be allowed 
by the Hon’ble Minist<*r. 1 had definib* information before T tabled my 
adjournment motion tliat siijiiily of riee was stopped from the 20lh July and 
that rice was not at all available for a Jarj^e nniriber of days. 1 thirdf tbe 
Midnapore I/itaisfij is submitted to tbe press officer for the purpose of beinji^ 
censored and we find in tbe very first paru'^rajih 4>f the editorial note, 
(wsmi I ’nrr? 

9^ ^«1C5 1 Taff% cwt ^ l c ^ ^nwt^ (Tf'Qin 

1 ^ 
tft? I 7^?:^ i 

I would therefore request the Ifon’ble Minister to (consider and to empiire 
from his department as to why it is that they allowed all these ihinf^s to hr 

S ublished in the Midnapore 'tliiaishi which has a wide ciTrulntion in iho 
[idnapore district. The fact that it was published in thaf newspaper 
justifies that 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: What in the <Iat« of ihi» 
issue P 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; 7th August, 1944. I came 
Vjack to Calcutta on the 5th, 6th was a Sunday and on the 7th, Monday, I 
tabled the adjournment motion. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has stated that the current market price 
of rice is 6 annas 6 pies per seer in Midnapore. 1 would retniest him to 
state what was the contr(>U(‘d rate of rice in Midnapore. Will he be able 
to (tonlradict me if I say that the controlled price there is Rs. 13 per maund 
as tixinl by (lov(*rnniejit themselves'^ Therefore, I submit tliat tlu* sfatmnent 
of the Ilon’ble MiniHt(‘r tliat rice was available at 6 annas and 6 pies per 
seer is not the i)rice of the open market but is really the price which some 
Hhoj)-kee])erH realise in the black market because they could not sell rice at 
that rate in the oi)en market. But I liave stated categorically in my opening 
Hp{‘ech that rice was not at all available at less than 8 to 10 annas per 
se(*r. If necessary, the Jlon’ble Minister himself may go to Midnapore and 
I can go too with him to prove that my statement is correct and that the 
information of the District Magistrate is inaccurate. With reference to the 
(question as to whetlou’ Midna])ore is a surfdus district or not, 1 would refer 
him (mce jigain to the rej)()rt of the Floud Commission where 0 maunds j)er 
head j)er yi^ar is stated to be tint i’e(|uir(‘jnent. The Minister lias stated that 
there ai’e sonu* infants; no doubt ther(‘ are inf.ants, but he did not give us 
any tigui'c for average consumj)tion of ric(‘ by the villagers and cultivators. 
If the Ilon’blo Minister will ref(‘r to the speerdi of tlie Hon’ble Sir Jogendra 
Singh, Memb(‘r, (jovernor-tlenerars Executive Counrdl, he will find that 
atM’ording to his calculation 13 chittaks of ri(‘e wM)uld be necessary ])er head 
to give the necessary calories to an individual who does not get other kinds 
of f<(K)d, namely, milk, fruits and other things. Next, Sir, the Civil Supplies 
Minister stated that there was some su])])ression of fact with regard to the 
information about one s(‘(‘r of rice ])er head ])er week winch was j)roposed by 
the Subdivisional Offic.er to be su])i)lied to the i)eoi)le of Midnai)orp. Now, 
in regard to tliis matter, I did not like to refer exai'tly to the things that 
ha])])ened. On the llth of August a meeting of the Town Food Committee 
of Midna])ore was held. The Subdivisional Officer stated at the meeting 
that Oovernimuit would release r>,()0() maunds of rice per month to he dis- 
tributed — ami this is for a population of 40,000 at the rate of one seer per 
head ])pr wc'ek. Now, Sir, 1 pause for a moment and take np what the 
Hon’hle Minister for Civil Supplies lias said. According to liim the stock 
is 212,832 niauiids. So I think the Subdivisional Officer was riglit when he 
•said that he would not he able to su])j)ly more than 5,000 maunds of rice ])er 
month, because from August to December there are still five months and 
about five mouths’ supply will have to be slocked and wuth the 22,832 
maunds of rice which the (iovernment liave purchased they cannot supply 
mort! than 5,000 maunds per month. That again works out at one seer per 
w'eek for eacli adult population of Midnapore town. Thereafter a resolution 
was passed by the Food Committee in the presence of the S\ibdivisional 
Officer, he liimself presided, to the following effect. The resolution was 
passed unanimously that this Committee views with deep coiuern that the 
Oovernineni under modified rule of rationing decided to give one seer of rice 
{)er unit ])er week — tliat this district was declared as a surplus district. The 
cliief food is rice and per head 9 chittacks of rice is indispensible for 
sustenance of the people. Accordingly, it is resolved that Government be 
moved to supply rice sufficiently for the consumption of the people at the 
rate of 9 chittacks till the next harvest, that is December next — and a copy 
of the resolution be forwarded to the Subdivisional Officer, Additional 
District Magistrate, Food, District Magistrate, tbe Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil S-upplies and tbe Food Commissioner, Bengal. I do not 
know if tbe Hon’ble Minister lias received a copy of tbe resolution. (The 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SuHraw.^rdy : No.) He says that he has not. In any 
case, I think that from what I have stated it is clear that it is he who is 
guilty of suppression of facts. Now, Sir, it is clear that tbe Government 
have purchased rice in large quantities from Midnapore. Tbe Hon’ble 
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Minister will not say wliat is the quantity and will keep it in his pocket for 
future reference. The Hon ’hie Minister has said that ilte Subdivisional 
Otheer must have proposed to jfive atta or wheat in addition but I do not 
know what he ineaii> by that. It is an inierence whieii has no foundation: 
otherwise the Subdivisional tUlieer sb ^aid have opposed the resolution. It 
was passed unanimously. 

With referenc(‘ to the distribution of aWt, 1 may say that I had been 
to Khara^»‘pur and was diseussinj^: the matter of afta. with one of ilie bijr^est 
merchants of Mi<lnapore who is a non-Bengali and he told me that tlie wheat 
w'hieh the Government is releasing is rotten and unfit for human (‘onsunip- 
tion. (II(‘re tin* member nsiehed timt* limit and lavsumed his seat.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 'riu' question before the House is: 
That this (\)un(‘il do adj<nirn its business to discuss a ilefinite matter of 
urgent j)ublic importance, namely, the situati(»n that has ariscji out of the 
fact that rice is not available in Midnanore (own and in the neighbouring 
villages. The authorities stopped supply from the ‘Jbth July, H)44 and 
rice is available in very small (piantities in the bbu'k market at 8 annas to 
10 annas per seer. At a nua^ting (0 th(‘ Town Food Committ<‘e on the 1 1th 
August, 1044, a rtvsolution was passtal to move Goviunnnuit in the maiU^r 
to suj>ply suflici(‘nt rice for tlie consumption of the ]>eople. 

The motion being pul, a di\iNion wa.^ challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

Mr. H. Kablr. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. M. All Chowdhury. 
Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 
Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 


AYES~-13. 

V 

1 Mr. H. O. Malumdar. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maltra. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukher)!. 

I Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 22. • 

Mrs. K. D’Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. P. Dull. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosain. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Mr. M. Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

I Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

I Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: (Order, order. The House has divided. Tln^ Ayes 
being Id, and the No(*s 22, the motion was negatived. 


The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We sliall tube uf) tlie Bengal Agrienlluial Tncr)me- 
tax Bill nour. The House will remember that two points of order were 
raised yesterday. One wa.s witli reference to marginal notes. 1 Inivf' very 
carefTilly looked up that lioint. I would now like to hear Mr. Muklierjee. 
I w'oubl like to liave those authorities from yf)U which you wanted to give 
me. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Now, with regard to this 
matter, we find that the position so far a.s Fnghind is ooncerned, in the parch- 
ment roll in which tlie Bills were printed marginal notes weic not jtriniotl 
at all. The Bills come to the House of Commo. s and also to the* Jfeease* of 
Lords without the marginal notes and the marginal notes arc j»nt in seunc- 
times when the Bilks are passed later on. In Britain, tlie practie e has f)e<»n 
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that marginal notes should l>e printed and should be referred to in the Houst 
of Parliament, and you will find, Sir, that the point has been discussed in 
some of the En^^lish Acts, but for my present purpose 1 would only refer 
you to the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill and also refer you to where 
the marginal notes were brought to the notice of the Legislature — both in 
the Lower House and in the Upper House. It you refer to the Select Com- 
mittee Report on clause G of the Bill, you will find that in the marginal 
notes the Select Committee wanted to add the words “rent and revenue” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukln ‘rjee, it is the Select Committee of the 
liower House. I do not think you can refer to it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: You (*annot rule it out in 
this way, Sir. If the marginal note has been amended in the I^ower House, 
then it must be addeJ her(‘. It has been decided by the Low^er House, 
so far as this Bill is concined, that the words “rent and revenue” should be 
retained in tlie marginal n-ote. Therefore, I do not think that there is any 
escape from the propt)sitiof» that marginal notes have been referred to by 
the Legislature and that they are j)art or the Statute. Now, I think that 
this ought to conclude this question as to whether marginal note so far as 
this Bill is concerned is part of the Statute or not. 

If you now refer to Halsbury which was shown by the Secretary to you 
and if you read n few lines below the portion referred to by the Secretary, 
you will find — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There should be no refereiu'e to Secretary, Mr. 
Mukherjee. ^ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am soirv, Sir. Reference 
was made to Halsbury, and if you refer to a few lines belo\v the paragraph 
which you quoted from, you will find that “the Houses of Parliament have 
nothing U) do with marginal notes and that the courts cannot look at them, 
etc.”. You will also find mention of local A{ds in the marginal note, so 
that I think that so far as With particular Bill is concerned, we need not 
discuss the point further. Otherwise, 1 could have given you, Sir, a host 
of rulings from the Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and Aliaha])ad and also other 
High (k)urts whei’e it has been held that marginal notes can be referred to 
for the <H)nstruct ion of Stiatutes. If the sense of the text is ambig'uous, 
then the (M)urt may take recourse to the marginal notes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position regarding this point seems to be this. 
Marginal notes are generally not considered by the legislature, and it has 
been held over and over again that marginal notes should not be considered. 
In fact, I have got here a decision -of the Privy Council where it has been 
Hiiid quite clearly — I think by Mr. Justice Ma(*naughten — that “it is well 
settled that marginal notes to the secti-ons of an Act of Parliament cannot 
be rel-iured t«o foi' the pur])ose of construing’ an A(;t. The contraiy opinion 
originated in a mistake and it has been exploded long ago. There seems to 
be no reason for giving marginal notes in an Indian Statute any greater 
authority than to marginal notes in an English Act of Parliament”. That 
has been the vsettled law on this matter and I find that the practice at least 
here in this province has been that marginal notes have been changed and 
amended on an Act being revised and reprinted. The Calcutta Police Act 
and the Bengal Village Self-UovernmenT Act — these are all Bengal Acts and 
it is mentioned there that marginal notes have been revised where necessary, 
so that they were revised without any reference to the Legislature. But 
the point is this : as you Mr. Mukherjee have pointed out that in this case 
the Lower House has taken the marginal notes into (‘onsideratioii, I am 
inclined to think that marginal notes form part of a Bill and therefore I 
rule that amendments to marginal notes are permissible. It has been found 
that tJie otlier House did actually go into the malter and modified the 
marginal notes. So th^re is no dispute as to that. That point is settled. 
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As regards the other point, namely, whether negative amendment>» uiv 
permissible or not 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH S Sir, may I rise on a 
point of personal explanation ^ Yesi May 1 wuiited to give you some 
authority on this p)oit»t and you wei** pleased to ask me to see \ ou in your 
Chamber. T nfortmuuely , 1 (‘ould not <lo so. Will yoxi, therefore, kindly 
permit me to place the matter before the House now ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have se<Mi that Mr. Moholunabish ; you tu*<'d not 
refer to that. In fact, my decision was ver\ guarded. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not only a> Prtvsident but as a uuunber o1 
this House also you agreed to such a prop<isition , Sir. 

Mr. PRESI'DENT : Mr. Das, as a member we aie not so very responsible. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Your nredeeessor also held that such 
amendments were projau* amendimmts. Lt*t us g(» by the ruli‘s and 
authorities, Sir. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: 1 want to submit some- 
thing on this point. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakravtudi, the point was vety <‘Hrefully 
discussed yesterday and >ou may rememluT that it is only when the (Miuir 
invites dis('ussion on a point of order that such tliscussion may take fda(‘e; 
otherwise not. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: The point that 1 want t<i 
place befort* you, Sir, is piactically from your owii instnudion and 1 will 
show that it has bt‘en admitt(‘d by you. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It may have* been admitted by me, but sima* then 

have carefullv considered the matter and gone into tht‘ whole tpi(‘stion. 
What I have .said 1 can certainlv reconsider, and I have done so. No man is 
infallible, you know. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I n in the Rresidenl s 
Standing Orders 1 will .show unmistakably that tlii.s sort of amendment 
has be(*ii allowed in the jiast, wholly or partially. If you give me b minutes 
time, 1 will (‘usily show' that to you, Sir, , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why five minutest Why not quote tin* rule now? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Si r, it is in the Presi- 
dent’s Standing Ordei' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh ieh one you are referring to? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: lirst, I waul to refer to 
rule of the Bengal Legislative Council J^rocedure Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are referring to llie form and manner? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Yes, Sir, it is hv this 
rule you are empowered to determine the form and manner in wliich notices 
ot ameiKhuents should he issued. Before the Standing Order of the 
J^re.>ideiit was published, ineml>ers u.sed to choose tlieir owui languagf; and 
there were no forms. After the Standing Order of tlie President was jiassed 
— and I would reier you to rule 20 of the President's Standing Ord<*r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I havi* seen that. The difficulty is that it was m»t 
done by me 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But, Sir, it is I)i jding on \<ni ~ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, it is not. Tijere i.s one jnpo/tant 

tion which you should consider and this is whether it is in conflict witn 
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our rules. Yesterday I referred you to rule 43(,?) which lays down that, 
cannot be done 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; But, Sir, the Standii 
Order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Cliakraverti, there should be no discussion ar 
argument. I have carefully considered the matter. You do not brin 
in any new argument ^ 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Well, Sir, if you do m 

hear our argument and give your ruling, we are helpless. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, you cannot say that I do not hear your argi 
ments. Whenever J found that there is any force in the arguments of tl 
members of the Opjmsition or of any members of the Hbuse, I alwa\ 
concede to them. Two minutes ago, I accepted the contention < 
Mr. Mukherjee 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, we will have gri( 
vaiice if you do not hear us ; and you are not hearing us now 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I hope, Sir, you will give us a hearing, 
new point has arisen out of the Standing Order of the President and yo 
are bound by it. It is not the Standing Order of somebody else but it ; 
the Standing Order of the President of the Bengal Legislative Council an 
if you want to change this Standing Order, you must intimate the memberg 
and till you change the rules you are bound by tlies(‘ rules 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : I am afraid, Mr. Kabir, there may be Standin 
Orders which are in direct conflict with the rules and in siicli cases I thin 
it is the privilege of the President to consider this matter. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: By issuing the forms no 
liave already committed yourself. If you are wrong, members cannot suffe] 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. Standin 
Orders of the President have been made under rule 111 of tli 
Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. Rule 111 of the Procedui 
Rules says “The President may, by orders, not iuconsistejit with these rulej 
provide for matters for which no ])rovision is made, and may give such dire( 
lions as may be necessary for giving effect to these rules and such orders’ 
So, we say that the President has been empowered to make rules and wlie 
the Procedure Rules have empowered the President to make the Standin 
Orders and the Standing Orders are passed by the President, lie is bound b 
them, lie cannot evad(‘ tliem 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, Order. Mr. Das, I liave considered all tli 
points. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, if yon say that you are not bound b 
those rules, then it will be our painful duty to refer your decision to Ih 
Privilege Committee of the House. It will be our contention that you ar 
infringing the privileges of the House and it will he our very painful dut 
to refer your ruling to the consideration of the Privilege Committee of th 
House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Kabir, why do you say' that? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Because, Sir, you saj" that you are no 
bound by the Standing Rules and you say that you are not bound by wlia 
the former President has framed. In fact, he has again and again rule 
on this point. I would refer you to an occasion when on the 11th May 
1939, a similar motion for the deletion of a paidicnlar clause came up am 
the late President atlowed that. And now, if after all these, you toda; 
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«ay that you are not bound by those rules and if you think that you can do 
just as you please, then we consider that to.be an infrinirenient of the 
priTileges of the House. In that cavse, it *vould be our very painful duty 
to refer your ruling* to the Privilege Con^niittee of the House. It has already 
been seen in another ])lace that the Uiing of the Speaker can be discusstnl 
and it was allowed to be discussed ior <lays. If, thendbre. Sir, you want 
a repetition of that thing, we shall also discus'^ your ruling thougli that 
would be a painful duty. But. Sir, if y<ui want to take away a right of the 
House, the members cannot allow that riglit to go away witliout a str\iggle. 
Then there is another matter. You said a mom<‘nt ago that members are 
irresponsible. \ ou said that tliough as an hojiourable member you may 
have moved such amendments for tlie dtdeiitm of a elaiise, still as" a ibt'si*- 
dent you cannot allow it. You know. Sir. wliat is iinplit*d by tliat. You 
know the implication of the remark. Though I admit that yam spoke in u 
very guarded language, still the iniplicatitm of that is clear ‘that the mem- 
bers are not responsible. And that is a retb*ction on the honotirabh^ mem- 
bers which we resent very mu(’h. Because there are members wlio take up 
the business of this House seriously. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Kahir, T did not mear any reflection on any 
honourable member wlien I said that. I said humorimsiy that as memher 
we do many things which as Pn'sidmt one cannot do. 

Mr* HUMAYUN KABIR: All right. Sir, I do not like* to ndVr to that 
• because as you say you said thost* w<n(ls humorously. Now, Sir, as regards 
the admissibility of this deletion (danse, 1 may say that on many occa- 
sions it has been held by tlie late President that thcsi' arc admissible. It 
has been lield by* you also till only yesltutlay and I am (piite sure you your- 
self moved several amendments of this nature atul tluni* {n(‘ prtM'edeiits for 
this. So, if tills right (d the Hoiisi* is taken away by you ni this wav, 1 
submit that wc cannot allow that wilhoul a struggle. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, it is the settled 
praidice of the House* established in aeciuilanee with tlu-! rules framed by 
the late President that Hiu h mol ions are admissible. TIkoc are many 
instances of this in our proceedings. J subinil lhal, bidore unsettling a 
settled procedure, caution should he ado])t(‘(l and tlx* matter should be 
investigated by the Privilege Committee or taken u]) by the H \;l(*-making 
Committee. If we abide by a decision, lbe's]>irit (d' the deiision should be 
taken. [I(*ie it is a mere technicality. If you allow the omission U) he 
moved first, then it gives cerlain pracli(*al advantages. 11 tin* amendment 
is lo(t, members wiP (I:en be i(‘(|nired to move tt*\1ual 4 imendmen 1 s; but if 
the omission is carritMi, then we wdll not have to move the minor aiTiendrnenis. 
It is an economy' of lime. The usual pracdice is that amendment which 
seeks the oniission of a clause is given 1 he firsl jneference. Tliis is the 
jtracdice which we liavt* been following since the* very b(‘ginning of tliis 
House. Many precedents (-an he cited to show tliat Ibis jiraclico has been 
unilormlv adben*d to. This is also Ibe pr4ictice in tin* (k*nlt 4 il Ass(*mbly. 
Deletion should come firsl. It you allow sj»(*(*(di(^s on Ibe minor amendments 
first and then the deletion ol tlie clause, much of tlie discussion would he 
useless. I, .tlieiefore, suluuil, Sir, till tlie practice is re-examined by the 
riPe-making committee, the past practice .should be adh(*red lo. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: May I say a few words. 
Sir? I was referring to rule llfJb'i). By that, the J'residcnt of Ihe (’(uincil 
is empowered to determined in which form tin' notice of aincnnicnN and 
resolutions and other things should be given by the mcmhcrc Then T rc/cr 
to section 20 of the Standing Orders of the Presidenl of the !jV‘‘ 

Council, w'hich refers to noti(;es and the form. J refer to F<*rn) . i njs 
is for giving notice of amendments to clauses of the Bill h.v np'oihcrs. 
In tbe form that havt been supplied to u.s, y^ou have yourself invited the 
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members to send the amendments in this form and I believe those forms 
were printed under your instructions. I respectfully submit, Sir, that it is 
mentioned there that members are entitled to send amendments for dele- 
tion of the whole clause or part of it. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW; Sir, I have Ihe im}»re.Nsion , I may be wroii^, 
that you have at hand a definite authority on this subject. On the other 
hand, it is a matter which evidently some of us feel fairly 8tronj»ly about, 
and it I may make a suggestion, it is that you meet the leaders to disciiss 
it; and in the meantime we take U]j other amendments to the Bill passing 
over this matter. 

Mr. PRE8IDEKT: 1 think that it would be most helpful if we discn>s 
this matter round the table with the leaders and find out what are tlie 
diffitnilties. I shall then i)lace all the authorities that I have obtained. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: We want that the matter be 
discussed on the floor of the House. You had blotter adjourn the House foi 
a few minutes for a discussion of this matter. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, you are unsettling a settled 
fact 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Why do you object to the matter being discmssed 
round the tabled 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Bet •ause we want that all the members 
should take part in the discussion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is not only the leaders that are 
interested in this matter, but all the members are interested in a matter like 
this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Has, we w'ili only hold an iiitoiinal discussioii 
wuth the leaders, but w^e will make it final here on the floor of the House. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: No, Sir. J.et us dis uss the 

question here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Laidlaw’bs suggestion is most helpful 
that we meet the leaders for a discussion of this question and in the mean- 
time we go on with the amendments, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Mr. Laidlaw ’s suggestion is always 
helpful to you. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHARAVERTI: Sir, if you meet the 
leaders, you adjourn the House today. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, iiow can we proceed w’ith 
other amendinenls. Suppose that amendment is carried, what wdll happen 
then y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: d^he ameudment which w^e were discussing i^ 
Nos. ddD-d44A, namely, that clause 49 be deleted. So we ha\e praetimilly 
finislHHl all other aniendinents. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir, before you proceed further 
'with today’s business, may I bring to your notice the question of the amend- 
ment that 3 n)u disallowed yesterday on the ground that it would be correctet. 
by Secretary — I u'ean the marginal notes!-' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That point eaniiot be raised a gain now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, one amendment of Khan Bahadur 
Naziriiddin Ahmad has become admissible in view of your recent ruling, 
I mean amendment No. 335. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But that aiuendnient cuuit's after No. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Ye.s, unhss we settle tlu 
clause we eannot legislate with reg’ard to iiie uiarj^'inal notes. 

P^^®IDENT: \es, theretoj* a hat I suggest is that in the nu'an- 
tiine let us proceed witli other amt lolnieuts, while I shall be (‘onsiderinu' 
this ])oint further. 

CHANDRA DAS: 1 that the whole House should 

consider the matter and not a few j)arty leaders. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Let us ho regular. Sir, and why 
not discuss the inattiu* here on tin* floor (d the l!ou><‘ • ’lo nowy 

cr ^ ])repared to adjourn the House tor lo minutes. 

Hill therefore lionourable ineml>t‘rs pleast* (muiu* o\(‘r to my Chaiuhtu* so 
that we may discuss the mutter in an informal atmosphereV 4dn* House 
stands adjourned for 15 m mutes. 

(The House was then adjourntMl tor 15 minutes. > 

(.!//<•/' ad ji>u rn tmut .) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, (»rder. I uni giattdul to the honourable* 
members for their advice and vie\\x> on this intrh’uh* ({uestion an<l I have 
re-c-onsidered the mat ter now. 'I'hough I rt*'^eiv(* my formal rulin|^»- till a 
later date, 1 am juepared to allow amendment .NO" -id.d-'OlA to he moved — 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sii . in \ i(‘W of uuir ruling 

ari'OtlH*!’ deletion claUNC ma.\ he 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (tnler, ord<*r. Mj-. Da*^, \ou movi'd ye^ti*ida\ 
amendment No. ddh 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sii’, that will he done all(*r tliis amend- 
ment now that you havi* allowe<l aniendni(*nt ddll to he mov<*d. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But vou have alr<*ad\ moveil it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 have mentioned it heiaiuse you did 
not allow us y(‘sterda\ to move aiuendmeiit No. '1*19. Now that vou ha\e 
allowed it, it we fail hen* in ameiidim'ut No. •159, then my anu‘udiuent 
No. d5(j will come : otherwise not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, you have moved it. Let amendment No. 5-J9 
be moved now and le. A be discussed and then 1 shall jiut this amendment 
first and it it fails then I shall put Mr. Das’ amendnu'iit 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : 1 beg to move that 

clause 49 of the Bill be deleted. 

Si]-, clause 49 of the JJill i;rovides for reciprocal relief in n*sj)(*(-t- of 
double taxatiou W'ith other (iovernmenf s. In tiiis clause, Sii-, as you 'vjll 
see, Governineut wmiit to reserve jiowers to tJieins(‘l\ e.s with a view to make 
pnjvisicms for the granting of relief in respect oi agric ultural incaunc on 
which both agricultural income-tax under tliis Act and oth(*r incomc*-tax 
paid. Now-, Sir, I object to tliis clause on two mam grounds. 
Ihe first ground is the principle of granting relief. M\ second on*nn(i is 
the reservation of pow-ers by executive with a view to frame ruh*.s according 
to their own sw'eet will, to regulate the method oi relieL Now, 1 woiihi 
just read^ the clause which is not a very long one* iij ord(;r to s/h/u \\ hut 
actually is iii.tlie mind of the author of this clause. Clause* 49 says “'Ilic 
Provincial Government may, by iiotificaitiori in tie- Olficial (razcOir, n alee* 
provision for the granting of relief in rjsjiec-t of agricultural inccum* <m 
which both agricultural income-tax under tliis Act and otlo*r in^-oinc-la^ 
have been paid. 
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(2) For the purposes of this section ‘other income-tax’ means any income 
tax, super-tax or sur-tax charged under 

(a) any law of a Province other than Bengal in force in that Province 
or 

(h) any law in force in any Indian State, or in any part -d Hii 
Majesty’s Dominions^ or in the United Kingdom 

where the laws of such Province, State or part of His Majesty’s IJomi cions 
or of the United Kingdom, as the case may be, provide for relief in res 
pect of tax charged on income both in such Province, State jr part of Hii 
Majesty’s Dominions, or in the United Kingdom, as the case may be, and 
in Bengal, which appears to the Provincial Government to correspond tf 
the relief which may be granted under this section.’’ 

As I have already stated that my objections are two-fold, firs* on tht 
principle of recij)rocal relief for double taxation and iny second objeedion 
18 with regard to the method of granting agricultural relief by executive 
order. With regard to the first point, 1 think I should not be niisunder 
stood by honourable members on my left because I oi)i)ose this provision 
and because perhaps they would be mostly benetitted if this clause ii: 
retained in the Bill. But I am really moving this amendment not with a 
view to look the interest of this section or that but 1 am moving this amend- 
ment in furtherance of the interest of Bengal as a whole and I believe 
honourable members of this House, and every one of them, have got the same 
interest in their hearts to see Bengal’s interest firNt and other inieiest next. 

Now, the main idea of including a clause like this, I su])j)ose lias been 
brought into being sometime later on. So far as 1 remember, here I speak 
subject to correction, this provision was not there in tlie original Bill as it 
was published. Oh! I am told that it wjis in the original Bill, it was 
dropped in the Select Committee and it was reintrodiK'ed in the Lower 
House. But what is the idea really behind this provision? We know lliat 
tJiere is a provision for relief against double taxation both under the 
Indian Income-tax Act as well as under the Income-tax laws of the United 
Kingdom and the Income-tax laws of the Dominions. Probably it may 
he argued that when such a law has been acee])ted in the United Kingdom, 
in 4-he other Dominions and in India as well. So whai serious ohjccliim 
can there be to the adoption of tlie same rule so far as Bengal agriciilhiral 
income-tax is eoiu'crned? My reply to that will be that this lax of ours 
stands on a dift'oreiit footing.’ linlike those A(ts this Bengal Agiit iillural 
Income-tax Bill is in ,n way, a domestic taxation Bill and this Bill, as 
w^e have been told overLuid over again by the Hon’hle tlie Finance Minister 
who is in cKarge of the Bill, the HoiChle the Leader of the Hou.se and 
every inemhor of the (government- side, is necessary to augment the finances 
of Bengal, to give relief to the toiling and half-starved population of 
Bengal, the cultivators of Bengal, to improve agriculture in Bengal. That 
being the object of this Bill we shall haA-e to consider whether this Bill 
should be put on the same scale as the Indian Income-tax Act or as the 
Income-tax Ijaw of the Idiited Kingdom or of the Dominions. We are 
really taxed by several enactments, e.g., Bengal Municipal Act and other 
enactments under Avhich we are hound to pay )tax and no question of relief 
from those taxes arises. I w’ould ask the members to seriously consider 
whether the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill should or should not 
be taken in that light. The children of the soil will have to pay the full 
tax and the provision in this clause is that if there are assessees who do 
not actually liA^e in Bengal or who are not permanent residents of Bengal 
but conm from the United Kingdom or from His Majesty’s Dominions or 
from other provinces, then an exception should be made with regard to 
them so that their hardship may be minimised, for there is a law in that 
province under which there is a provision for reciprocal relief. In the 
circumstances it would strike anybody that those who are not actual resi- 
dents of Bengal, are getting some relief wdiich the sons of Bengal are not 
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getting under this law. 1 do realise that there will be herdship for those 
who have to pay this tax and who will have to pay the same income-tax 
over again in tlieir lionie (country. There i.s no doubt about that. But is 
Bengal responsible for that:' Are we resp nsible tbat the tax is laid at 
their door againh If you answer this ''^’.estion you will come to the right 
conclusion. We are not; and it ih« * ■ are persons who (oiue froin abroad 
and occup 3 ' land and make money on: of Bengal the> are in the first instaiu‘e 
to pay the Bengal tax and then it there is any (pioiiou of relief they ought 
to look to their respective home countries for relief and they should not ask 
Bengal to sacrihce a part of their revenue. But the (question is whether 
the relief should be grunted by Bengal or by their home countries. That 
is the question before the House. Suppose a man has got income for which 
he has to pay tai at 2 shillings ])er ]>ound in llengal and d shillings per 
pound in the United Kingdom. Then he would have lo seek for relief there 
by which he will not have to jniy more than half of the Tinted Kingdom 
tax and the relief would be proportionately gi\en both by the Tinted 
Kingdom as well as by tliis Province. That I tliink is the idea behind this 
provision. 1 would certainly ask those honourable members wdio would seek 
for this relief or ask for the provision of this rtdief bi'ing retainetl to seriously 
consider wliether for their own personal interests they would he [uepared 
to say that Bengal should saerifiee suh.slanlial portion of its revenue in order 
tt) give them relief. 1 think that they lan get vi*r\ much relief if they 
actually move their home countrii's or the authorities in their home 
countries-to make a provision in their law under w'hi(’h iueoim‘>tax or tiie 
agricultural income-tax that is jiaid here or is j)a>ul)le here in Bengal be 
deducted from their income as d(‘(luctablc allowance. As for instumu*, 
when you carry on business on a particular premises in this country or in 
any country you are entitled to dedind thi* Munieijial tax that you pay 
becaust' that is nei'essary lor earning the ineoim*. So that is a permissible 
deduction under the I neume-tax law (d' this country, and J am sure that is 
the law ill the United Kingdom al.so. I am not unmindful of the fact that 
iric()iij<‘-tax tliat is jiaid is never regarth‘d nnd(*r any in(‘()nn*-tax law us 
allowable deduction. 'Jdiereforc tliat is not allowed to h(‘ deducted in order 
to find out the actual income of an assessee for the ])iirpose of txaiitin, hut 
in a case lik(? this when a ])articiilar income tliat is earned liere out of land 
in Bengal is taxed here at the soune and tin* actual income that is <h*rived 
from the produce of land in Bengal is so much less by tlie amount of the tax 
than it can very reasonably be said in their respective liome countries that 
tbat amount has been deducted from our actual income or in other words 
we liad to pay this amount of tax praetie.ally wdth a view to earning the 
income. Therefore that ought to be deducted as permissible deduedion in 
their respective oun tries. Thereby they will liave their double taxa- 

tion relief and Bengal wdll be saved from loss of its owm revenue. Now, 
Sir, one ought to be generous for the (!ountry in which he lives. He earns 
his livelihood there and so he should not try to deprive tliat country of its 
fair share of revenue because of his own personal hardship. Thered'ore 1 
would ask honourable members wdio seems to be interested in redaining tliis 
provision to very seriously consider whether or nut they can very generously 
sacrifice that much so that they may stand on the same footing as the sons 
of Bengal in respect of taxation under this Bill. Now, Sir, I w'ould just 
put it from another point of view as to why Bengal should not be asked to 
sacrifice its revenue for the sake of others. This provision and similar 
provisions m the income-tax law of every country is made* on the theory 
of reciprociU^ — an international idea that every country should give ndief 
to the asst^ssees who are doubly taxed, so that there may not he any 
dilierence between the principle of taxation of one country and anot/jcr. 
This reciprocity we have accepted as a principle under the Indian Income- 
tax Act yet as a matter of fact India does not get anything really by rr-ason 
of this principle of reciprocity. It gives and gi . es hut if fakes very Utile 
by this principle of reciprocity. Sir, how many Indians are there who earn 
any taxable income I say in the United Kingdom or in If is Majesty’s 
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DominioTiKp I think very lew, if there are any at all, hut in India hundreds 
and thousands of peofjle fiom the United Kingdom and from His Majesty’s 
Dominions earn a lot and yet they now are grudging payment of this tax 
on the plea of double taxation. Kven if there is a semblance of justice with 
regard to the granting of reciprocal relief under the Indian Income-tax Act 
I should say that there is absolutely no chance of any reciprocity so far as 
agricultural income is concerned. In Bengal our land is occupied not only 
by us, Bengalees, Hindus and Mussalmans, but it is occupied by many 
others belonging to other nationalities living in different countries and 
making large amounts of profit out of Bengal lands. The (piestion is if it 
is based on the theory of reciinocity how is Bengal or the inhabitants of 
Bengal g(»ing to have agricultural income from land in the Ignited Kingdom 
or in the Dominions or ^inywhere elseP We have not yet forgotten how we 
are treated in other countries; though there is no such law in the United 
Kingdom yet we should not forget that w^e are not even given accommoda- 
tion in the best hotels in Kngland. We have not forgotten the Begging 
Act in South Africa where we are not allow’ed to hold practically any land, 
whatsoever, far less any agricultural land from which taxable income can 
be had. If that is the jmsition of Indians and Bengalees in countries out- 
side India where is the scope of any reci])rocit 3 ' hereP Why should we make* 
any (lonc’ession with regard to those %vho have come here from 7,00(1 miles 
away t-o exploit India, to make profits out of her agriculluviil lands in 
Bengal and then they would sa^ “look here, we have to pay the* tax in our 
own (country and it you also tax us in that respect, it ^^ould he T'ery hard 
on us. Please therefore reduce it to lialf, etc.”. This is the plea that my 
European friends have put forward to the hh’nance Mini^tcu' on this 1h(‘07y 
of reciprocity. If there is no reciprocity I am sure nu fiiends to the left 
would not insist on this particular relief so far as the agricultural inconic'- 
tax is conc!erned. They have enjoyed the fruits of Bengal’s land all these 
years without payment of a single pice as inc’ome-tax in Bengal out of it. 
In consideration of this fact they may now give uj> their claim for relief 
on the ground of double taxation and I think it will not be too much for 
me to ask this from tliem. But, Sir, when there is a cjuestion of taxation 
we know that under the (xovernment of India Act we cannot make any dis- 
crimination and the law insists that by virtue or by reason of the plac^e of 
residence or nationality or race or colour there should not be any dis(*rimi na- 
tion in taxation. We are bound by that and wv acc*e])t it as we are bound to 
acce])t it. Isn’t it in a way a sort of clisc*rimination on the ground of 
residcmceP Why should those who w'ould come from a dift'eremt coiintry ask 
for this concession P I would c-ertainly 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I suggest that if 
Mr. Moholanabish does not feel inclined to finish his speech now, we may 
rise now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I a‘t him finish J)is sj)eec‘h. Have you finished your 
speecdi Mr. Moholanobish ? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH; No, Sir We in Bengal 
receive everybody here in open arms. We do not restric-t any body in his 
possession of land, in his possession of other voc*ations and ])rofession8. 
Therefore we expect that those who kindly come here and kindly earn money 
here, they may also kindly pay taxes and they should not turn and say 
that because they are foreigners and residents of other countries and as they 
are being alsc7 taxecl at their home countries, Bengal should just remit a 
portion of their tax in order to ameliorate their position. That is an aspect 
which we cannot agree to, because this particular taxing Bill is intended 
to augment the resources of Bengal’s revenue and if that is the idea behind 
it, I am sure the Hon’ble Finance Minister would look to it that not a single 
pie of this tax is remitted to anybody whatever may be the reason. Taxa- 
tion which is always taken as a ground of hardsliii) — but tax is not remitted 
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on the ground ol hardship. Nobody ran paj’ his inroiue-tax without feeling 
the pinch aim without feeling that this nuuiey is wrongfully deducted from 
his income. Therefore when an income derived not practically by personal 
exertion but from the fertile land of Hengil, well, in that case those who 
are deriving tliis income shouhl not gri'dge jiaying IJA annas in the rupee 
as tax at the maximum rate. We '.v.a* this from another point of view. 
It, as 1 imve alreadv suggested, r«\*iprocity is the ke\-m»ti* ol this relief 
then that reciprocitv is wanting in tin* ease oi tin* Itengnl Agri»’ultnral 
Int ome~t ax Itill. Jhereloie il ret'iproeitv got*s. the loundation tor grant- 
ing relief goes altogether. Beeansi^ we iii llengal cannot exp<‘et, as I have 
submitted before, to have any iiieoim* from agrienltnial hind outside India 
cither in tJie I nited Kingdom or in His Majesty's Dominimis or an\wh«‘re 
else. liierefore, Sir, it you leave out th«‘ pucsHon 

PRESIDENT; Mr. Moholanabish. will \oii fini^'h jiisl now^ 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: I will take some moie 
time. 

Ml". PRESIDENT: Ildw Imi}.'- will XOU take!' 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, ,„v l.iart i. lull 

now; s-o 1 ma>‘ take 1) t-o >f0 minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 'Then son it^sume your speecli on the next day. I 
now adjourn tin* IIous(‘ till X?-l.) [>.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

Council tiicii udjounicd till t,’-!;') p.ui. on Kridav , (he IHth Au^^n^t, 
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Members Absent. 

The folkiwing members were absent from the meeting held on the 1 7th 
August, 1944 : — 

1. Mr. Kader Baksh. 

2. Mr. Ilumayun Reza Chowdhury. 

3. Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

4. Mr. K. K. Dutt. 

5. Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

6. Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

7. Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

8. Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

9. Mr. R. Pal Chaudhury. 

10. Mr. R. 8. Purs.sell. 

11. Dr. K. S. Ray. 

12. Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

13. Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

14. Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

16. Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Sissiofit tMS— No. tO. 


The CotiNC'iL met in the T/eg-ialative Chamber of the liegislative 
Building, Caleutta, on IViday, the 18th August, ^944, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the eightieth day of the First Session, 1944. pursuant to section 62(^)(a) 
of the Goverunient of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Burov Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) waa 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Release of Mr. Loke Nath Bai. 

256. Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. K. C. Roy 
Chowdhury): Will the Hoirhle Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment be pleased to state 

(a) if he is aware of the contents of the petition of Mr. Poke Nath Bal, 
of the Chittagong Armoury Raid Case, to the Government for 
his release as he has served 14 years of the life sentence passed 
on him; and 

(h) it he will reconsider his deidsion regarding release of Mr. BnlH 

MINISTER in Charge of the (HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon^blo 
Khwaja Sir Naiimuddin): {jD Yes. 

{h} 4’he (juestion of his release under the 14 years’ rule is under the 
consideration of Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8; Will the Hon’ble Minister W, pleased 
to state when this consideration will he finished!' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAXIMUDDIN: 1 am afraid, 1 cannot a<ld 

anything more. 

Mr. HUMAYUM KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state: how many others than Mr. Loke Nath Bal have completed their 
14 years’ sentence*:^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAIIMUDDIM; 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when will the decision of Government on this matter be announced:' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDiDIH: As soon as they come to a 
decision, it will be announced. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD iHABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when did Mr. Bal complete his 14 
years’ imprisonment? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir MAZIMUDDIM: I ask for notice. 


Statement on milk situation in Calcutta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble the licadcr of the House will now 
make the promised statement on the milk situation in Calou a 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED 

Milk is sellinfr now at 10 to 12 annas a seer, whereas in 194 

196> 





1768 


STATEMENT ON MILK SITUATION. [ISra AtiG., 


sell at aboxit 4 to 5 annas a seer. These quotations are, of course, in 
respect of pure milk. It will appear, therefore, that the price of milk 
has gone up now by about 100 per cent, compared to that prevailing in 
1941. If lower prices are quoted for milk in 1941, it must have been of 
inferior quality, 7.e., diluted with water. 

The prices of other essential commodities, rice, dal, cloth, etc., have 
also gone up — in many cases by more than 200 per cent. For some 
commodities prices have gone up by 300 per cent. Compared, therefore, 
with the prices of other essential commodities, the rise in price of milk 
does not appear to have been very disproportionate. During the period 
of inflation as we are now passing through, it is inevitable that prices of 
commodities will have more or less equal rise for the very practical reason 
that a producer of milk has to pay higher prices not only for his own 
food, but also for the fodder of cattle and he has, therefore, goo^ reason 
to expect an equallly higher price for the milk, he produces. 

As in the case of other commodities, higher price for milk is bound 
to redu(}e its consumption to a certain extent inasmuch as a consumer 
whose income is low cannot afford to buy the same (luaiitity as he used to 
buy before, or any quantity of milk at all. It is true, therefore, that 
poorer section (jf i)eople have been very hard hit by the high price of milk 
and many of them are i)erhaps going wjthout milk altogether. 

But the position is not the same with regard to comparatively well-to- 
do peoj>le who are still having their milk, although owing to its high 
})rice they have probably reduced their consumption as they have introduced 
economy in the use of other commodities, because of their high 
prices. The public institutions, such as hospitals, orphanages, et<'., are 
having their required supply of milk without diftic'ulty, altogether in many 
cases consumption has been reduced to economise exj)enditure. Inquiries 
were made in this respect, in the (/) Medical College Hospital, (//) Campbell 
Hospital, {Hi) the Kcfuge (Orphanage), and (fr) the Calcutta Muslim 
Orphanage, and the result of the enquiries are noted below: — 

(/) Medical (hdlcf/e lltfspiial. — Daily requirements in this liospital at 
])rcseiit is 10 to 11 maunds as agianst about 18 maunds in normal times. 
The reduction is due to reservation of certain vacant seats for emergency 
and consequently decrease of })atieTits by about 30 per cent. Co-operative 
Milk Societies Unions supply milk on contract basis at Rs. 19-8 per maund. 
No difficulty is experienced' in getting the required supply. Extra supply 
to patients amounting to nearly 4 maunds has been stopped with a view^ 
to reducing expenditure. 

(//) Campbell HospifaL — Daily r(‘quirements at present is 10 to 11 
maunds as against the same quantity in normal times. The only 
difference is that there is now a influx of about 200 destitutes for whom 
extra milk to the quantity of about 3 maunds is required. Apparently 
this quantity has been reduced in respect of other i)atientB and this had 
to be done to kee]) down expenditure. Here also the Co-operative Milk 
Societies Unions supply the required quptity at Rs. per maund 

It was represented by the Co-operative Milk Union lately that its total 
production of milk has decreased by about 30 per cent, at present owing 
to cattle mortality. 


(Hi) The Refuge (Orphanage).— BMy requirement now is about 15 
to ^0 seers as against about 10 seers during normal times. A number ot 
destitutes are at present accommodated here and the requirement has 
increased. Supply is received from ordinary Goalas at 8 annas a seer, but 
the milk is of inferior quality. 

(iv) The Calcutta Muslim Daily requirement is about 15 

jeera as against the same quantity in normal times. Sick inmates and 
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also weak and emaciated boys are given milk here. Supply is received 
from Chitpore Sadagar Putti at 10 annas a seer. No difficulty has been 
experiepced in getting the required supply. 

It will appear, therefore, that th»"^.* is an acute shortage of milk, but 
not scarcity and that those who cai> afford to pay are still having their 
supply up to the quantity required, although owing to high prices individual 
requirements have been reduced. 

The shortage is largely due to increase in the population in Calcutta 
but there are other causes also which contributed to the shortage. The 
population in Calcutta has now increased by alumt 50 per cent., while 
export oi milch cattle has been banned by other pr(»vinces. Owing to the 
famine and fodder difficulties as well as epidemics of cattle diseases 
w'hich prevailed in 194t3, there was considerable loss of milk-producing 
cattle. 


Apparently, therefore, far from keeping pace with the demand, the 
supply of milk has fallen consi<leral)ly short of it. This reduidion in 
supply is also a contributory factor to the shooting up of the price of 
milk; but as alrtnuly observed the ri.se bas not been disproportionately 
higher than the rise in the prices of other food articles and consumers’ 
goods. 

With a view to iiKTcasing the sxipply of milk, (ioveriiment are 
prepared to n‘comiuend transport facilities to persons wishing to bring 
milch cattle to Calcutta from other provinces. Hecjucsts for transport 
facilities for bringing any fodder from oiitside are being liberally 
recommended to the proper authorities. The 8Uj)ply of milk luis hitherto 
been in the hands of private individuals and the Tnilk-iafnsuming people 
have to depend mostlv on the milk i)roduced by the pocu* agrieulturisis. 
The economic condition of the poor agriculturists who produce mc»Nt of 
the milk is known to the bononrable membc‘rs. Kven normally Hiie.h 
people cannot kee]» tbcm.scdves above* starvation tlirongliont the* year and 
it cannot be reasonabh extmeted that they would feed their cows 
proiierlv tor securing sufficient ciuaiitity of milk. No improvement in the 
milk position ean be* expeeted unless large* se-ale dairu*s are* e*stabhsbed 
throughout the country. With a view to enemurage the establishment 

of such dairies bv private firms and individuals, (lovernmerit has deeudeel 
to iiririg two Breeding and Dairy Kx])crts from New Zealand and running 
a few breeding farms and demonstration dairies under their supervision 
for showing to the people that bulls and cows can be appreciably improved 
and dairies can be profitably run on commercial basis. . ^ 

expected within a c nple of months. It is hoped that with the 
ment of dairies nearabout the headquarters of every district, the milk 
shortage problem of urban areas will be solved to a great extent. 

The solution of the milk problem of rural areas is not, however, so easy. 
Milk is an item in the recipe of balanced diet; but 80 per cent, of rural 
people cannot at all afford it. Tbe producers of milk themselves cannot 
kord milk even for their infants, and sick relations as they have to sell 
off all the milk produced for purchasing nee, cloth and other absolute 
necessaries of life. The solution of the milk problem of rural areas is thins 
closely linked up with the solution of tbe problem of increasing the income 
and ‘raising the standard of living of the mass. Government wi I, 
however, do all that they can for easing the situation W improving tbo 
breed of milch cows, encouraging the production of fodder crops ano 
thereby increasing the supply of milk. 

Government is also con.si dering seriously if thf* use Rules, 

essential purposes should not be forbidden by the Defence 

Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDAR: May I put a supplementary question, 
Sir, arising out of the statement? 
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Mr. PRESIDEiJt: That is not usual; you can only ask for elucidation 
of any particular point. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: On a point of 
information arising out of the statement, which has just now b^n read 
out. There is no reference in the statement that one of the causes of the 
shortage of milk in Calcutta is the slaughter of milch cows and breeding 
bulls. So far as I remember, Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury tabled a 
resolution sometime ago asking the Government to stop the slaughter of 
milch cows in view of the shortage of milk, and we want to know whether 
this is one of the reasons for the shortage of milk in Calcutta. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, we have heard the 
statement, but have not received a copy of it. In that view how can we 
put supjilementary questions. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot ask any question on the statement, but 
you can ask for elucidation of any point that you want to be further 
elucidated. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: We have not received 
any copy of the statement and therefore are not in a ])08ition to put 
supplementary questions. We can only hear but at the same time cannot 
commit to memory the contents of such a long statement. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: If the Hon’ble Minister wants to supply a copy of 
his statement, he may do so. 

Mr. SULTAnUDOIN AHMED: So far as I know. Sir, it is not the 
jasual practice to ask supplementary questions in regard to a statement. 
If any lioiiourable member wants elucidation on any point in particular, 
then he may do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact, I have already pointed out to Mr. 
Chakraverti tliat it is not the usual practice to put supplementary questions 
in such a case. If any honourable member desires to liave any particular 
l)oini cleiired up, a question may be put by him for information. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the Hou’ble Minister 
spoke for several minutes and it is not possible to hear the whole thing 
and commit it to memory. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is not the practice to circulate copies of 
stntemenis made by the Hon’ble Ministers. 

M^. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; It is a very unwholesome 

practice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; JIany unwholesome practices have become the 
usual practice. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Government are not aware that there is any abnormal slaughter of milch 
cows. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: May I ^ow if 

slaughter of milch cows is one of the reasons of the shortage of milk? If 
so, what steps are being taken to put a stop to that practice? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Ordinarily, milch cows are not slaughtered, 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Difierence has been made 
by the Hon’ble Minister between the words “serious shortage” and 
‘^scarcity”. May I know what is the difference? 
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Th« Hoci’bki Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN IfOSAINs 

When there is scarcity, one cannot get the commodity even for money; 
aerious shortage means those who have got money can purchaee, but those 
who have not cannot purchase it. 

Mr. HUM8YUN KABIR: The Mon^ble Minister has stated that the 
increase in the price of milk is but natural in the i^eneral inflationary 
condition prevailing noH^ There is abnormal increa.se in the prices of afl 
commodities* and the milk-sellers have also increased the price of milk. If 
this is correct, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps 
Government propose to take to bring down the prit'e? It is true that on 
account of general increase, the increase in the )»rice of milk is to some 
extent justified; but the person hardest hit is the consumer, because if 
milk had been the only commodity of which the p ice had increased, then 
perhaps the consumers could economise in certain otlier diiHH'tions and some- 
how or other managed with the particular item, the price of which has 
increased. But here, there has been an all-round incr<*ase. So, it may 
be an explanation that since the prices of all materials have increased, 
milkman are bound to increase the priee of milk. The Hon ’hie Minister 
has not told us what stei>s he prf>pose<l to take to bring down the prices of 
milk. 

Ti- ®«had“r SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

M^ell, Government are more interested in ju'f)te(*ting the growers tlian the 
consumers and in this particular rcsjicct the growers are not charging 
anything more than the prices of other articles. In comparison with 
the percentage of increase of other articles, their jirice is lower. In their 
case, the increase is cent, jku’ cent, but the prices of other articles hav<» 
increased by 200 to 000 per rent. So it is not nroper lor Government to 
force down tlie prices. As I luive stated, t}M» policy of the Government 
to increase the supply which will automatically bring down the price. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Is the llon’ble Minister 
aware that Ordinances have been passed by the Provinces of Bihar, 
Madras, Bombay and F.Jb jirohibiting the slaughter of milch cattle of 
certain age in order that the supply of milk may be kept uj) and that a 
letter written to His Excellency the Governor recjuesting him to pass such . 
an Ordinance was forwarded to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agri- 
culture for neces.sary action? Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has considered the desirability of having such an 
Ordinance in Bengal in order that such slaughter may 1 m^ stopped? 

Tfie Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That matter is ur.«i ‘r the consideration of Government. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukberjee, I would discourage supplementary 
questions. • 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, the Hon ble Minister 
knows everything and it is not a new thing to the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That subject is under the consideration of the Government. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The Hon’ble Minister has said a moment 
ago that his policy was to protect the grower and not the consumer. But 
I may tell him that in this matter a distinction cannot be made* between 
grower and consumer, because milk is a commodity which is reijuircci >.V 
every one including the growers. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Mr. Kabir, I do not think you can ques- 

tion. If you have any question to ask out of ihe statement of 
Minister, yon can do so ; but if you have any information to convey o i , 
you need not do so. 
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Mr« HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir. I have one further infprma- 
tion to ask. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state to what extent 
there has been draft upon the available milk supply of the province by the 
military and whether this is not one of the factors which has contributed 
to the scarcity of milk in the province ? x 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Might be, I have not got any statistics. ’ “ • ^ 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Has the Hon’ble Minister any idea of the 
total quantity of milk taken by the military within the province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

No, but I know that they are taking a very large quantity of milk. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the ^ 
advisability of supplying tinned milk to the British Officers and others 
just as the American Army are using tinned milk instead of allowing 
them to draw upon the milk supply of the province? 

Thd Hon’ble Kh^ Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

They are already using tinned milk ; it is only the patients and* others of 
the same class that are using milk. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Tlie statement of 
the llon’ble Minister is not correct. I have personal knowledge of the 
army stationed at Dacca, where they are using ordinary milk. I have 
seen military contrac^tors are supplying canister loads of milk. 

Statement regarding the order of the District Magistrate ef Murshidabad 
on the Berhamfiore Municipality. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8, SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the position regarding 
the B('rliam])ore (iffd is as f(dlows : Out of Kl, ()()() maunds of affa which 
would l)e e(iiiivalent io (),5(H) bags received at dilferent times, seven 
samples weie d^iiwn by somebody without the knowledge of (iovernment 
‘or the Civil Su])idies l)ej)artnient. From what stocks they were drawn, 
whether they were drawn from bags or saeks which wioe obviously rotten 
is not known; hut on the basis of the examination of these seven samples, 
the entire stock of the 13,0(K) maunds was condemned and the Chairman 
of the Municipality attem])ted to get hold of all the 1^1,000 maunds of 
ntta from (Government stocks. Now, Sir, the only order, the District 
Magistrate passed was that the (Chairman of the Municipality was 
entitled to take into i)ossession and destroy any alia in the retail shops, hut 
the Chairman of the Municipality had #no right to take all tbe 
Id, 000 maunds of Government atta and destroy the lot at his own sweet 
will. Government, Sir, are going to grade the atta into three compart- 
ments. Grade one, which is usable for human consumption ; \second grade, 
which is not fit for human consumption, but fit for cattle and the third 
grade which cannot he used either by human beings or by cattle. It is not 
proposed, Sir, to infringe upon the rights of the local authorities to destroy 
the Ma which is being sold in shops for retail consumption. The authorities 
are at perfect liberty to take possession of all such atta in accordance with 
the law. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBI8H : Sir, I believe the 
Hon^ble Minister has not answered the point. The point was : whether 
the Collector of Berhampore had issued an order under the Defence of 
India Rules abrogating the powers .of the Municipality under those 
relevant sections. He has entirely avoided that. He has said that the 
Municipality was not properly doing its duty and the District Magistrate 
was going tu question the propriety of the Municipality. The two 
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matters are entirely different. It is a very serious question whether 
under an order of the Defence of India Rules the District Magistrate is 
entitled to abrogate the Bengal Municipal Law. 

{The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, if the honourable 

member had listened to my statemi jm properly, he would not have asked 
this question. I slated definitely fl.at the District Magistrate only prevent- 
ed the Municipality from getting hold of the l.'bOOt) maunds of atUi^ but 
has not abrogated the powers of tihe Municipality. The words are to the 
following effect; “He has not actually norogated the powers of the 
Municipality.” He has only prevented the Chairman of the 
Municipality from getting hold of the BCOOO maunds of atta^ W’hich he was 
doing on tlie pretext that seven samples drawn from somewhere w^ere found 
to be unfit for liuman (‘onsuinption. 

Mr, HAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H \ The llon’bb* Minister 
always takes the members ojq>osite to task for not being mindful and I 
think he has avoided the questicjn %vhether any orders under the Defence 
of India Rules were or were not passed. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. 1 have admitted that the 
Magistrate has passed such an order under the Dcfeiice ot India Riih‘s. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: What u,)uld he the 
effect of that oidi'ry Tlic cpiestion is: wlietlicr suHh an oialer should or 
sliould not be jiassed. That is tbe <]iie>iion w bicb 1 have raised in the 
adjournment motion, ] tber<*fore submit 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The point that was raised by Mr. M aim lanol»ish is 
this: that the ])owers given to the M unici))ality under the Bengal 

Municipal Act were a)»roga1e<l by tbe orders ])asKed by the District 
Magistrate iiihIio tlu‘ Deteiiei* oi India IHiies. Did tin* onlers of tbi‘ 
District Magistrate apj»l\ only tiu* Tl.tKXt inaumis of (ittd an<l only that 
quantity 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; It .erlainly did not apply 
to the gerieral pow tos vest(*(l in the Munieipality ; also it di<l not ajiply 
to all tin* l:i,(»(l() mannds of alia. It sjiec ifieally stated that the 
Municijiality was jirohibited from taking hobl of (lovernment stock of 
atia in the [xissession of (iovernment, but it could get hold of stocks which 
Government has sold or passed on to the retailers, and that if 
there was any stock of unwholesome ait a. with them, the Municipality 
could take possession of that aitu and destroy it. Therefore, the powers 
of the Municijiality li.id not been abrogated at all. The effect is that the 
Chairman of the Municipality should not imagine that merely because he 
has got some samples of bad atin, he should get hold of the entire stock 
of alia irrespective of the fact that the aita was wholesome or not. It 
has left to the Municipality full and complete authority to seize unwhole- 
some atta, but they are prohibited from seizing Government stocks. 
Tbe powers of the Municipality to seize unwholesome att^a sold to private 
retailers has been preserved. That power has not been abrogated. This 
was not an abrogation of the powers of the Municipality. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H ! The Hon ble Minister 
has not read out the text of the order passed by tihe District Magistrate. He 
has given its meaning or explanation of that order to the effect that this 
order refers to the 18,000 maunds of atta. My information is that the 
order is unqualified and by that order the Municipality was prevented from 
exercising their right to seize or destroy unwhblesoine food. The text of 
that order must be in possession of tihe Hon’ble Minister and I wish that this 
order must be placed before the House for consideration. 

.Th« Hon’M. Mr. H. S. «UHRAWAROY: May I say, Sir, that r 
not given my view or interpretation of the order, I have no rea 
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* tb© telegram from the District Magistrate : but I haTe for the benefit of 
I the House tried to explain it, because I find that some honourable 
members cannot follow a statement, if read out, 

Mr. NACEMORA NATiH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, I object to 
Hon’ble Minister saying repeatedly that some honourable members cannot 
follow the statement read out by Hpn’ble Ministers. 

* Mir. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May we express our views, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Views on what? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our views on the statement of the 
Hon^ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the subject-matter of discussion today. 
If the adjournment motion is moved, then that question may arise. But 
now the adjournment motion is not before the House, and so I do not 
think that question arises today. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, after hearing the 
Hon’ble Minister, 1 am not satisfied with his statement and 

Mir. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish. I hope you do not expect the 
Chair to decide or give his view in anticipation of the adjournment motion. 
There is no adjournment motion before the House today. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: It was moved on that 
day and you fixed today for the statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it is actually moved, then the question might 
be considered. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: I am sorry, Sir, I do 
not follow the procedure tliat is 'adopted in this House. When we* move 
an adjournment motion. Sir, you always ask the views of the Govern- 
ment and then after hearing that Party you decide whether you should 
grant your consent or not. In this particular case, they wanted time to 
obtain information from the District Magistrate on the point, and today 
was fixed for their statement 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, you are very much mistaken. In 
every case you will find that if it is deferred to a later date, the motion has 
to be moved anew. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH; I cannot move it unless 
we hear the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you have heard him. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: But after hearing him 
I am not satisfied, and so I want to move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot do it today, because it is not on the 
agenda. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAtiOBISH : Sir, when I actually 
tabled the motion, it was the duty of the office to put it on today’s order 
paper. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I waived the urgency on that day, and I distinctly 
remember to have aid that -if the honourable member is not satisfied with 
fh© statement, then he might move it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANDBISH: That is exactly the 
petition. Jfow, after the statement am I not entitled to move it? " You 
Sir, that after hearing the Hon’ble Minister, you would decide 
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wh^er you would pive your conseut or not. Now. as I am not satiafied 
With the statement, I propose to move my adjournment motion, provided 
you give ;>our consent, and now. Sir, it is lor you to decide whether you 
give your consent or not. 

Wr. PRE8I1DENT: Unless you move it, how can I decide? 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: I l>eg to move the 
adjournment motion of which I gave notice the other day. 

PRESIDENT; Now arises tht‘ tpicstion of my con.sent. I have 
followed the Hon hie Minist»*r\s statement and now I will read your 
adjournment motion to the House*: It runs thus: — 

That this (' Oiincil do adjourn its business t(» discuss a definite matter 
of urgent jiuhlic importance, namely, the situation arising out 
of the recent order of the Distriet Magistrate of Mnrshidahad 
j)urj)orting to he one under the Defence of India llules, by which 
he seeks to abrogate the powers of the municipalities of the 
district under the Hengal Municipal Act, in tlic matter of seizure, 
destruction, and jirevention of sale of unwholesome food artieleft 
belonging to the Executive or the ('ivil Sup]>ly Authorities even 
though such food articles are found to he unfit for <'onsumption 
h> man and the cattle and thereby seriously endangering public 
health. 


80 far as 1 could follow the Hon ’hie Minister, I understand that the 
power of the munici])alities had not been abrogated : tl»e ]»ower remains 
intact. The order only refers to a particular tjuantity of atUi in the 
hands of the Executive in the district. That is th<‘ ]>()siti<m. I under- 
stand that the power of the municipalities under the Bengal Municipal 
Act to deal with unwhole.some food remains intact, so that tlieir fmwer 
in the matter is not at all abrogated. The situation arising out of tb© 
order as mentioned in your adjournment motion has not arisen, in my opinion. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: May I make a sub- 
missiem, Sir? The Hou’ble Minister has not produced the text of the. 
order (‘omplained of before the House and I may definitely say that the 
version tliat he has is only his interpretation of the order of the 

District Magistrate wiiuh has been referred to in iny motion. Then, Sir, 
even with regard to the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister tliat 
the District Magistrate has passed his order only with regard 13,000 
inaunds of atta — there also, you will find that the order 'infringes the 
Bengal Municipal Act, because it is not for the I>i''trict Magistrate to 
dictate to any muiiicdpality as to wlietlier they should act under that 
particular provision of the law ; and if they act at all, in what way they 
should act. 


There is a provision in the Bengal Municipal Act, under which a 
person in whose possession any foodstuff alleged to be unfit for human 
consumption has been seized or destroyed — has got the right to go before a 
Magistrate. The Magistrate takes evidence and decides whether a parti- 
cular food is w'holesome or unwholesome and then an order is passed • 
that no municipality can do it simply because it chooses to do so. ? 
order has to be passed by the Magistrate in a court of law and the Dw ric 

Magistrate cannot bv anv arbitrary order abrogate the power or 

and the procedure is 


cipality or dictate to it in any w-ay. The law is there and the ^ 

theiie. He must obey it and the violation of such a thing s 
matter of adjournment of the House. 
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Mr. PRE8IDEMT: Mr. Mahalanobisli, the point that 
to he decided is : whether you have got my consent to the moving of thi 
motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, may I inake on 
eubmission? May I point out by reference to the Bengal 
that even so far as the admission has been made by the Hon ble 
it has certainly abrogated the power of the municipality concerne , 
therefore the motion is in order. If there has been any abroga lo o 
powers of any municipality under the Act, then the motion wou 
order. That is my submission, Sir. 


M‘r. PRESIDENT: May I have a look at the section— read it please. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It is section 430r of th 
Bengal Municipal Act. It runs as follows : — 

“If any Magistrate is satisfied on the application of the Commissionert 
Health Officer, Sanitary Inspector or any other ollice 

authorised by the Commissioners in this behalf that there is jut 
cause to believe that any diseased living thing mtenaed tc 
human food or any food or drug, which is unsound, unwholeson 
or unfit tor human food or medicine is in the possession ot an 
persons for the purpose of being sold or offered for exposed U 
sale within the limits of a municipality, for such consumptioi 
he may grant a warrant to enter upon the premises of sue 
])erson, and to search for and seize such living thing, article c 
food or drug”. 


Then, Sir, section 432 says: — 

“When any authority direct in exercise of any powers conferred h 
this (diupter, the destru(‘tion of any living thing, food or an 
drug, or the disposal of the same so as to iirevent its being use 
as food or medicine, the same shall thereupon be deemed to I 
the property of the Commissioners”. 

After tln^ Commissioners had taken samples of the atUi, they declare 
'it unfit for hiimun c.onsumption. The Iloii’ble Minister has stated thj 
seven samples have been taken. After taking seven samples they wei 
satisfied that it is unwholesome and unfit for human consumption 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have understood your point, but the differem 

Mr. -BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I have not finished, 
ought to be finish my argumeptr Why are you in such a hurr 

Sir? ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We must finish the thing and must not contim 
ad nauseam. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am not repeating it j 
nauseam. My point is that although the municipality thi^s that tJ 
atta is unfit for human consumption, Government seem to think that 
is fit for human consumption and want to sell th^t to the public with t 
result that they will get all sorts of di8ea.se8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have understood your point: you better resui 
your seat. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, allow me to resiu 
my argument, I have not finished (interruptions). 
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Mr., LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you kindly allow me' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the President to give his consent or not. 
It id not the practice to allow such things to be discussed. 1 have heard 
two honourable members and I do not give consent to it 


Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, it is proper for you 
to hear different parties before you give your consent 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is that so fur 1 have understood Mr. 
Suhrawardy, he said that the District Magistrate's telegram shows that 
this order only applies to a particular quantity of in the hands of 

certain dealers — ^ 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a polt^t of information, 
Sir. Is the stock within the Herhamporo Mu!iici[)alit \ y (jovernmeut 
held the stock within the limit t)f the Berhumporc Municipality 
(interruptions.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not abrogating the jMuvcrs of tlie Municipality 
as a whole v 


Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN and Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA 

MUKHERJEE: Yes, it is (interruptions from tlic (>])position 

Benches.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Malmlam.hisirs adjournment 
motion says .he seeks t<» abrogate the j)owers (»1 th(‘ mniuei j)aliiios of 

the disfri(*t under tin' Bengal Municipal Act, in the matter of stdznie, 

destruction and i)re\e!ition of sale ot unwholesoim* lood aitieh'S 

that means as if all tjie ])owers hav(' been ahrogat<*d. But, it it d»)es not 
give rise to that situation— that the munieii)alit ies were divestcjl of ivU 
poweis, then the adjounnuenl motion is out nf ])luee; and no such 

situation having arisen, 1 refuse eouseiit (interruptions from the 

Op])Ositit)ii IhuH'hes.^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: If yim refuse ycmi eimsent 
in this way without hearing us, our j)Ositi(>n becomes helpless 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have got to come to a decision 
and 1 can’t go on arguing 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; You Bhoutd oortainly 

come to a jtedsion ; but you mu„l bear us betore you ret use consent. 
You are always inclined to 'lelp the other side 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN; Sir, you are helping the 

other side 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; You are the custo^an 
of the honour of this House; but you are Helping ^ 

sent you there as custodian of this House (pointing to the Chair) f It is 
we, who sent you there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT;- Order, order, Mr. Chakraverti, you should not be 
disrespectful to the Chair. 

I am very sorry .that you take up that attitude. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Certainly, we must. 


Mr. PRESIDENT! I have very carefully considered 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; You have no 
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Mr, NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H; Before you ^ive Tour 
decision, don’t you think you should look at the text of the order I com* 
plained off 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He read that. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: He never read that. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, 1 want you to consider 
whether according' to the section of the Bengal Municipal Act which I have 
quoted, the order of the District Magistrate does not offend that section. 
We are entitled to have a considered decision from you on that point. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What is the section? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: You are now asking me 
what is the section, hut when I was sj)euking you did not allow me to finish 
my speech. You ought to have considered the order of the District Magis- 
trate with reference to the section I have quoted. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: You did not allow him to 
finish. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I think the Opposition is 
taking too niucli advantage of your goodness. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Order, order. There is no question of goodness. 
I am always prepared to change my opinion, provided anybody can convince 
me that 1 am wrong. 

Mr, SULTANUDDIN AHMED: Even after ruling is given? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Now, I have considered the matter. 

I have heard the Hon’hle Minister on the subject, I have heard Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: But you did not allow him 
to finish. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: He did finish. I refuse my consent. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: When your decision infringes 
with our rights and privileges, certainly we have a right to protest. It is 
up to you io maintain tlie dignity of the Chair and it is for us to see that 
no action is taken by the Chair which takes away the right of the 
House and the action you have just now taken is one that takep away the 
right of the House. We on this side of the House protest against this 
decision of yours. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; May I request you once 
again tf) give your considered opinion on this point after referring to the 
section 1 have quoted and the order of the District Magistrate? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have given my decision and the matter should 
end now. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I want that you should 
give your ruling after seeing whether the order of the District Magistrate 
of Berhampore does not offend the section of the Bengal Municipal Act 
which I have quoted. You should see the text of the or^er first. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, ruling may be given on a point of 
order but here il is a question of giving consent. I think you understand 
that. I listened to the Hon’ble Minister and I listened to Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mahalanobish and I have heard your views also. So after consider- 
ing. all these points I have refused my consent to the motion. There is an 
end of the 
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iir. HUMAYUN KABIRs On a point of order, Sit. With raganJ to 

matter, I cannot (question your decision in the House but I can ask yotl 
to reconsider your decision at a later stage. You have in the past at times 
reconsidered your views. Even yesterday yov disallowed a motion fimt 
but afterwards you were pleased to reconsider your decision and allow it. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is that a point of order, Sirf 
He 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, Sir. I wouhl not brooke interruptions 
by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdh^iry. He is now liable to a charge of dis- 
orderly conduct. Sir, I shall first state what is tlie situation and then I will 
come to the point of order. Day before yesterday, Mr. Suhra wanly was 
allowed to do this. And what is permissible for Mr Suhruwurdy. is 
permissible for me also. Therefore, as 1 was saying, it is the prerogative 
.of the President to ^uard the dignity of the House. Whenever he finds 
any decision of his is liable to misinterpretation or is capable of improve- 
•ment, the President exercises liis discretion in allowing the matter to bo 
discussed thoroughly. This was the nroce<Inre in the past. In virtue of 
that right you were pleased to reconsider yc^sterday ycmr ilecision regarding 
a subject which was at first held to be out of or(h‘r. On that occasion also, 
some section of the House were not allowed to say what thf\ had to say. 

If they had been allowed, perhaps that situation would not liave arisen. 

The point of order is this.- While you were giving your opinion, you 
made one statement. There was a reference to t}»e abrogation of the 
powers of the municipality. I thought you said that sin<*e all the' powers 
of the municipality had not been abrogate<l, there could be no motion for 
adjournment. Tlie jioint of onler on which I want your decision is: is it 
your ruling that if all the jmwers were not abrogate<l, motion for adjourn- 
ment would not be allowed If one single section of any Act is violated, 
you wdll give your decision whether 

(Here there was much disorder and interruption us several members 
began to speak at a time. ) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. If you go on in this way, 1 sball 
have to adjourn the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I have not made any reference wdiatsoever 
to the ( joverninent order. 1 was a.sking about the jioint of order and it is 
fur you to decide and give your judgment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have understood your point. 1 would not call it 
a- point of order because ^here is no subje^ct before the House. I shall give 
you my views. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: You cannot give your views on 
a matter which is not before the House. 

(Here several members shouted at a time and again there was disorder 
in the House.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. Cun 
anj' member of the House raise a problematical question which is not before 
the House? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I should say ^‘No.” That is why I said this is not 
a point of order. I am not disposed to allow any reference to the adjourn- 
ment motion. As, however, the honourable member wants elucidation of 
certain facts, I feel that it would be courteous on my part to give him a 
reply. I hope he does not question my decision. 

The point is that apart from the adjournment motion 
disposed of, Mr. Humayun Kabir rose on a point of order an 7 

opiiuon on an abstract question. 



Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMEDs How can he on a point of order 
You have already given your decision. The Opposition have challenge! 
your decision. (Loud and. continued interruptions from the Governmen 
Benches.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. I hope the honourable members o] 
both sides will try to restrain themselves. It is vei^ very unpleasant fo 
the Chair to try to explain any matter or any issue raised by the honourabl 
members if I am disturbed in this way. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I never challenge- 
your decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. Humayun Kabi 
wanted to know from the Chair whether, if any particular power of th 
Municipality is abrogated, it does not give rise to a situation on which ai 
adjournment motion can be moved. Now, after hearing the Hon’bl 
Mr. Suhrawardy it is quite clear that the powers of the municipality unde 
the Municipal Act remain quite intact. The seizure of a particular quantit 
of att^ was stopped by the orders of the District Magistrate under th 
Defence of India Kules, but the powers of the municipality remain intac 
with regard to other matters. Therefore, that is not a situation of sufficien 
urgency or importance as to justify an adjournmept motion. That is m 
view. Now I will move on to other business that is before the House. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH ; Sir, I rise on a poin 
of privilege of the House 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish, there are other things befor 
the House today, and I am sure the House is very much interested in som 
of the Special Motions that are on the agenda for today. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, I have got a yer 
important piece of news which 1 hope you will kindly permit me to delive 
to the House, and I ho])e the honourable members will kindly listen to me 
This morning, Sir, one of the newspapers in this city published a scurrilou 
attack both on the President of the Council and on the honourable member 
of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What paper is that? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Morning News. 

I would ask you to take se^rious notice. So far as I know, of coure! 
it would be for you to consider wdiat sleps you can legally take, but I tliinl 

that you have got ample powers to punish those people who try to brinj 

into contempt the Hon’ble President and the honourable members of thi 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have a look at the paper? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: 1 am reading it out. 

“The Legislative Council is trying to ape the Assembly in tactics o 
delay and obstruction.’’ This I think is a reflection on this House as i 
whole. “We are disappointed that the President has tried to accommodati 
these tacticians even at the ri.sk of discommoding.” I am afraid I couh 

not understand the meaning of this particular word “discommoding” 

“The Muslim members who would like to spend the month of Ramzan ii 

their home surroundings ” “It will however he admitted by th- 

President that the deliberations in the Houses of Legislature cannot go oi 
indefinitely and be carried to an inordinate length. Within limits ant 
with a due sense of proportion the Upper House may revise but it shoulc 
realise at th^^me time that public money and public patience are beinj 
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e3;]^usted in the manner in which the sti&ff lies in the tail), the Snaaker 
the President seem to appreciate their duties and functions which lead 
to* the inevitable conclusion that the proceddre in our two Houses of the 
Xiegifllature was intended to he a complete negation of parliamentary activity 
to the detriment of the majorities in both Houses*'. 

Now% Sir, here you will find 

Mr. PRE8ID£NT: May I suggest one thing, Mr. Mahalanobish P I 
think it would be convenient for all of us if you hamleti over to me the copy 
of the newspaper and I w^oiild like to take tune t<j (‘onsiiler the matter, ana 
then, if necessary, the matter may he followed up 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir. we would like to know 
W'hat action you actually take against this particular pa]U‘r. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Let us not anticipate him. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, iu such a matter it is not for the 
Chair to decide; the matter will he referred to the Privilege Committee and 
it is for that Committee to decide. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR : 1 have an adjournment motion. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes, 1 have seen it ; 1 may tell you that the appoint- 
ment referred to in your motion has Ihhmi made by Hi.s Excellency the 
Governor in his individual judgment. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Put, Sir, perluips His Excrelhuicy does 
not know the relationship that exists between Mr. Afziil and Mr. Akbar. 
That is my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that cannot he discussed licre; the responsihility 
for this a])]K)iritmcnt df)es not he with the Ministers. It is the Governor 
that has made this appointment. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May he so. Sir, he has no douht made 
tliat appomtuH’nt on the advice of Ministeis ami, if so, the House could 
also in this connection come to know what, if any. advict‘ they offered to 
His Plxcidlene^ in the mutter, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may again tell you, Mr. Mazumdar, that 1. have 
looked up all the points; hut as the appointment has l>een made by Hia 
Excellency in his individual judgment, the matter cannot l)o discussed. I 
have considered your motion very carefully and I have given you my views. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Kindly let me move the motion and in 
the course of the discus , ■*011 of the motion we shall he able to know what 
advice has heen tendered to the Governor hy the Minister conc,crned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the object of your motion. You can- 
not discuss the matter without criiicising the conduct of tlic G<»vernor, 
which you cannot do under the Kules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I think His Excellency the Governor 
did not know^ the relationship between the judge and the accused, so to 
say. 

May I rejieat that perhaps the Governor does not know of this relation- 
ship and on knowing this through the discussion in the House be may 
change his mind— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have said more than once, Mr. Mazumdar. that 
the appointment lies with the Governor personally and therefore the Hou^ 
cannot discuss the matter. I am sure that if you will vourself look .^P . 
Rules, you wdll he convinced that the matter canno^ he discussed m 

House. 
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iif« HARIDAS MAZUMDARS But, Sir, we are not ^oing to diecuea 
"the conduct of the Governor in this respect. 

Mr« PRESIDENT* I may repeat, Mr. Mazumdar, that the Tribunal hiu* 
been appointed by the Governor himself in his individual judgment and the 
question cannot be discussed^ 

Mfi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in the High Court it very often 
happens that if an application is brought forward before any honourable 
judge and if he finds that he is related to any of the parties, he immediatjely 
transfers the case to others. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no analogy, I am afraid. I am sure that 
you have made this point sufficiently public and the authorities concerned 
will take note of it. It cannot be moved here. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information, Sir. Are 
we going to sit up till G o’clock today? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I propose to sit up to 4-15 today. There is 
no Bill today, so let us adjourn earlier. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. Before you take up 
the Special motions may I know 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I have leave of the House for extension of 
the time for submitting the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When will the date expire? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: The date will expire on the 30th September. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Mr. Nur Ahmed for 
extension of time for presentation of ihe report of the Select Committee 
on the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill. Has he got the leave? 

yoices: Yes. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg leave to move that the time for submission 
of the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Court of Wards 
(Amendment) Bill be extended up to 31st December, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked for extension of time for 
fiubmission of the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Court of 
Wards (Amendment) Bill up to 31st December, 1944. Has he got the 
leave ? 

Voices: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On an important matter of information. 
The Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin is now here, so may I mention that Mr. Kiran 
Sanker Boy, TiCader of the Congress Party, and Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 
Leader of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party, have been prosecuted 
ior holding a public meeting at the Sradhananda Park with an uncovered 
light. May I ascertain from the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether answer 
would be given to the short-notice question tabled on this subject by me 
or whether he is jirepared to give us some information about it now? 

The Hon’bte Kliwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think any short- 
notice question is needed, because the question has now been put and I may 
fiay that I have called for a report in this matter. I cannot say anjdhing 
more. It was brought to my notice two days ago and I have called for a 
report. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: But the case i.s now pending and will 
>e taken up for decision on the ‘JGth Auf^ust. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ihere is still plenty of 
ime. 


Special Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we will take up the special motion. 
£r. Latafat Hossain was in possession of the House wlum we adjourned on 
he last occasion. 


Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: He is not there 


Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: 

louse 


Sir, ^\ith re/^ard to tht* work of this 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 


Not at present. 

Ma\ 1 speak 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR 

Ir. Lalit ('haiolra Das? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr Presitlent. Sir 
>y iny honourable Iriend, Mr. baht ( handra Das, 
>y niy resj)e('ted friend Khan liahadur Al>dul .M( 
’oalition Ihuty. (Khan Ihihadur M. .\ . .Momin: 


tht‘ s))eeial motion of 


motion was moved 
very ably supp«)i'ted 


. thi 
ami 

mim. the header of the 
Not in support, but J 


’ave my ptosonal* opinion.) dhe Leader of (he t'oahtion Ihutv in this 
louse very abl> siipj)orted the n)oti<m in his speech, althoup;ti he now 
ays thiit he only j^ave his ojiinnni. 1 tak«* his speech at its tact* valin*. 1 
aVe no doubt that this House had an inkling <d his miml im this tjuestlon. 
That tiansiiirtal on that day was tliat with tin* i‘X('eption of om* sinj^le 
iemb(*r, (ht*rt* was all-rouml a^»'rt*enn*n( on this (jiu'stion. hjVt'ry om* in 
his House desires that the (juestion of appointment of military oflit'ers to 
mportaiit offices in Heiij^al should bt* consi<i(*rt*d st‘riously by the Pi'ovineial 
jtovernmeiit. Such a])i>oin( mt'ut s art* likt*ly to intrinjj^t* tin* rij^iits oi the 
lationals of this jirovince. Now, tht* statt*ment whitdi tin* Hon bit* Sir 
^azimuddin rt‘ad bciorc the Hoime tried to make tin* very best tii a ralbt‘r 
lad case. It proceeded on tin* assuiuption that recruitment of military 
‘fhcers w'as due to tin* fact tfhat on account of tlie exi^’ciiry of the war 
leople wert* not now beiiij^ normally recruited tbrouj^fi tin* usual cbannels. 
Pile comxietitive examinations in Hie case of the Indian Civil Service, 
ndian Police and other In t>‘nal Services bad bt*t*n suspended. The reasons 
or such sus})ension were that the ability and talent qf the community should 
lot be diverted from the channels of employm(*nt in the war. Only one 
hannel was left to yoiin^^ m(*ii and that was to enter the war services, 
►ecaiise this dejiartment re(|nirf*d tremendou.s expansion. lher(*forp. recrujt- 
aent to all other departments was suspended. 

Now', the first question I would like him to answ’cr is this. It is not a 
uestion of answerings us here. Let him himself consider the matter and 
nswer him.self. I am convinced that even though we are speaking frfun 
pposite sides of the House, there is not really much difference in our points 
f view and in the general desire among the memhers of the dift‘ci;ent sec- 
ions of the House. Every section wants that the youth of Bengal shouM 
nd suitable avenues of employment and no unnecessary recruitmenf shoiiu 
e made from outside. Therefore, I w'ould ask the Hon’hle Minister o 
onsider it himself. It is not nec^iary that he .should iinswer us ' 

he sake of the debate. I know the TloiPble the Home Minister is 
n making a point even when there is no point to i|*^ke. • Hie 

ble to answer w'ell. So, I wdll not take his speech at its face va ue 

/ouncil. 
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Probably Im first argument would be : that because young men are liable 
io be called for jbbe war, therefore recruitment of young men in the other 
services should be stopped. 1 do not think that argument is sound. And 
in any case, it no longer holds good. All the young men are perhaps not 
needed in the army. Otherwise, 1 h)W can the military release so many men 
for civil posts h There can be only two reasons for releasing them. -Either 
these persons who are being released are rotten or they are no longer 
required in the military. If the latter be the case, then why not again 
resume the normal csjurse of recruitment, namely, through examinations:' 
As I have said, either they have been found to be unsuitable in the military 
line, or they are superfluous. Whichever of these alternatives be true, 1 
do not understand why they should be sent to fill in, civilian posts. In his 
statement, the Hon’ble Minister has said that there is a very great demand 
of persons in the military. Then, how are such persons r^eased ? The 
Hon’ble the Home Minister should satisfy himself whether we are not 
getting the rejections of the army. That would be a most undesirable 
state of affair. He will himself agree with me that we in Bengal, specially 
in view of the crisis througli which we are passing today, need the very 
best material to run the administration. 

It has been stated by the Hon’ble Minister that these men w'orked for 
some time in the military and now' they are being re-drafted to civilian 
posts. ^There may be iw'o reasons. Eifher they are unsuitable or there is 
superfluity. While in the array, V they have acquired set habits there. 
They have developed ideas of discipline of a type which perhaps do not 
obtain in civilian posts. This is the first (|uestion I w'ould ask of the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister. ^ 

The second question I wtmld ask is this. Why does he not use the 
talent available in the province'' I refer specially to the Bengal dunioi 
Civil Service. The members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service are recruit- 
ed as a result of -an examination which is the same as that for the Bengal 
Civil Service. The difiereuce between the Bengal Civil Service and the 
Bengal Junior Civil Service is often nominal. The same type of stiidentN 
sit for the examination. It is often only flirough accident that one getn 
info the senior service and the other gets into the junior service. They* 
get more or less the same type of training. They do the same work. We 
have in this House two very distinguished members of the Bengal Juiiit»r 
Civil Service. They liave proved that they are not in any way inferior to 
men of the Bengal Civil Service, if nt)t men of tlie heaven-born service, viz., 
the Indian Civil Service. I think, Sir, you will bear me out wdien 1 say 
(that there have also l)(*en cases of persons who liave failed to compete in 
the Provincial Service and have suhsecpiently got into the Indian Civil 
Service. Among my friends there are some wlio were not able to compete 
in^ the Provincial Service hut are today distinguished members of the Indian 
Civil Service. Now, Sir, if tliat be the case, there is no difference so far 
as quality is concerned between Indian Civil Service, Bengal Civil Service 
or Bengal Junior (Ivil Service. 1 would ask the Leader of the House if he is 
prepared to accept tht^ position that the nnunbers of the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service are inferior to the members of the Bengal Civil Service. I doubt 
very much whether the Ix*ader of the House or the Leader of the Coalition 
Party will he w'illing to say that the members of the Indian Civil Service 
are always superior to the members of this or other Provincial ^rvices. 

That being the ease, wJiy instead of drafting from outside men who 
have no experience of this country, no experience of the custom and habits 
of the people and the conditions of tliis province, the permanent members 
of the Bengal Junior Civil Service should not he utilised? I have always 
held that even so far as the Indian Civil Service is concerned, there is a very 
sti^ug ground for provincialising that service. Sir, I ask the Home 
Minister to consider these facts. There is very little difference between men 
of the different services in ability. Thei;e is unanimity of opinion on this 
question. With the exception of one single member, all others have agreed 
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that Buch drafting of monibers of the military staff from outside into the 
3ivw executive of the province is undesirable. I ask whether the Ben|tal 
fuuior Civil Service men could not be utilised for some of the work which 
these new men are expected to undertake. 

lliVen today, there is a large nuinb(*r of ' ..ilified young m<*n wIh> want 
employment. It is true that as a result of \' ,ir and the tremeiohuis i‘xpansion 
)f the Supply l)(*pnrtment of the (roverninent of Imlia, tlu' (juestion of 
inemployinen t of oui‘ t‘ilucati‘d pfstple has htM*n partially stdvt'd. It is ho 
[) ut we all know iliat this is a purely temporary solution. The Supply 
Department of the (lovernmont of Imlia and the* Civil Supply Department' 
>f the Crovernment of Hengal nia\ oi* may not heconu' pt'rinanent. It may 
le that they will become permaneiit ; but at any ratt* thtMi* is no guarantee 
or that so far. J he type of (‘inployment that is going to he otf(‘red to these 
iiilitary men is of a much better standar<1 than that otYert'd to our ytuing 
nen. It these ])osts to which tiie military ]>eople are nov being brought 
vere thrown open to th(’ iiH'inhers ot tlu* Hengal Pnivincial ( ivil St'rvice 
md the Bengal Junior Civil Service, and the posts thus mum ted liy the 
nembers of these two services were filh‘d by men in lower .s(*rvices or by 
inemployed young men, that would be a practical wa\ of not only solving 
;he unemployment problem but it w'onld also be of vtUN gi if tutiire value 

0 the province. These young men would gain in administrative e\p<’ri(‘nee. 
The existing members of tlu*se two Piovincial Servii>es uill also acciuire 
greater administrative effici(‘ncy and experience* on jironiotion. Tlu’refore, 
<vhen the war will be over, these* e\pe‘rie'ne‘e*d e)tlie*ers will he* eif use* to the 
province. Tliese aie the consid(*ratiems which I think the* Hon’ble* thi^ 
Tome Ministe*!’ shfuilel hear in mind wlie*!i he elecidevs <»n this e|ne*stion. 

There is one eitlu*]’ aspe'ct to whiedi I wonlel like* te) draw his atte*ntiem. 
liave received reports,- -I euinneit veme-h feu- its ae*e‘uraey -that out ed' the* 
nilitar\ officers that are* going tei lie* hreuight he*re*, an ove‘rwlu‘lming majority 
tre Australians. In fae*t, I am tohl, it is not an Cnreipeani/.at iem eef the 
lervices hut an Australianizat ion e»f the* se*i vices. 'ITie'se posts which an* going 
,o be offered to military ])e*ople‘ e-an e*asily he* filleel b\ eun- voung nu‘n. 'l'he*re»- 
ore, this influx is not only uniiee‘e‘ssary but ahso undesirable. Moreover 
here is one risk. As you yeiur.self know, if you wanted to land in Australia, 

’ think yoti would be proha])l\ debarred em the gremml of illlte*racy . 'rheu'e* 
s a rule in Australia, that any one* who w'ants tei settle* theun*, has to pass 
L test in literacy. JTu* authorities will not let him kneevv in whie-h language* 
he test would be held. Neiw, Sir, if \e)u gee there, you will piobably be* 
ested in Eskimo or in Finnish eu- semit*. such language's. The\ w ill perhaps 
lot risk German, French#or Tiatin. for they might think that the* IleuTble 
?*resident of the Bengal Lepl.-lative Council might be ])rofie*,le‘nt in language's 
ike German, French eir Tiatin wTiich are fairly well known. The*y seune- 
ime.s select most obscure language's. I met a (German .le*wish lb<)fe*sHe>r 
n 1930 who had been refused permission to land in Ausiralia. He knew 
12 languages. The particular language in which he liad be*e*n asked to 
latisfy the authorities in literacy was eine which is probalily neit known to 

1 more than few thousand iieojile in the wTiole w’orld. 

I have nothing against particular members of tlie Australian Forces. 
What I would suggest is that if a large number of such persons are jirovidi'd 
n the civil administration of our province, there is bound to be fi-iclion. 
rbe deprivation of the legitimate prospects of our young men wTio are 
ilready in the services and the deprivation of the prospi*c<s of fhose who 
ire waiting for employment would cause di.scontent. Some of tlicm may 
lave secured temporary employment in the different tempoiarv dejmrf menfs. 
Employment by Government in the posts meant for these military men 
svould be much superior to the employments they have miw. The point 
that I want to submit to the Hou.se is the great fund of ability 
sivailable amongst the so-called subordinate gazetted 
Bengal Junior Civil Service, and among Sub-Registrara and aubora 
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gazetted officers there are many who could easily be used in order to recruit 
officers for the administration of the province. 

Sir, I will (conclude with a final word. If there is no longer any 
necessity for these young men to be drafted into the military, if the situa- 
tion now is that a large number of officers can be released from military 
duty for employment in the civil administration, it is obvious that the 
suspension of the comiietitive examinations should no longer continue. If 
it is a fact that the men can now be re-drafted into the civil administration, 
then the normal channel for appointment should be revived. Instead of 
doing HO, why should you employ and draw upon a particular kind of ability 
which may be very great in its own sphere but which from the very nature 
of the case and from the difierence of employment in the two cases and 
from the difference in the type of activity to bt* pursued cannot be expected 
to (lo well in (dvil administration ? This is also a point which the Hon’ble 
Minister ougiiit to consider when he takes a final decision in the matter, 
f^mipetitive examination sliould be immediately levived. The posts in 
the lower grades of the Bengal administratif)n should be drawn upon in 
order to make promotions to higher posts. If we have the ability and 
resources available here, why should we go outside the province in order 
to bring in elements which might or might not prove satisfactory? There 
is also the question as to what will happen to tliese military officers after 
the period of emergency is over. Are they going to be in permanent 
employment in Bengal? Are we then going to have a large number of 
military officers who will be permanently drafted to the civil service of the 
province? If so, the Hon’ble Minister ought also to state that clearly 
before the House. I am sure many honourable members of this House, 
including my honourable frituids to my hdt, 1 mean my friends of the 
European Party, will agree wdth me that it is desirable that so far ns the 
civil administration is concerned, it should be carried out by civil officers. 
They will certainly not want military xifficers without previous training 
drafted into the civil administration. If thy*y are going to be taken awa^' 
at the end of the war, then all the training and all the exjverience which 
they will have acquired would be entirely lost. The expenses that (lovern- 
nient will incur in order to train them up will be so much money wasted. 

Sir, I have seen in the papers brief reference to some sort of psy'chological 
test to be used in order to find out which military officers are suitable for 
civil employment. I bave something to do with psychology. It has b(‘en 
found that such psychological tests, intelligence tests arid the devices 
upon which such tests are carried oul are not at all satisfactory. In fact, 
it is common experience that some of the ])eo])le who come off with flying 
colours out of these tests fare very badly in life.' In America, where such 
tests are greatly in vogue, I do not flunk either commercial or industrial 
firms or the civil administration ])ay much attention to the results of 
intelligence tests, 1 would like to ask my friends to my left whether the> • 
would have any faith in such a psychological test or in a certificate from 
a psychological institution when they recruit men for employment in their 
business liouses. I am sure they dejiend more upon personal experience, 
on the past educational career and past social status and experience of tin* 
person who is employed and not on certificates on a set of tests. These 
])sychological examinations are often tricks. Some can do the trick and 
others cannot. Honourable memhers of this House who have experience 
of su('h psychological tests know tluit these tests are not perfect. Some 
day they may become perfected and may be able to fi.nd wbicb man is 
suitable for which kind of job. But as yet it is an incomplete and unsatis- 
factory method of recruitment. 

If money is to he used for training these military officials to be absorbed 
into the civil administration, why cannot this money be used for training 
new men? These military officers are just as raw and inexperienced and 
as new to their job as the newest graduates passed a month ago. In view 
of tiieoa conaiderativus, I hope the Hon’ble Home Minister will tell us that 
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he has reconsidered the decision and that he agrees with the concensus (if 
opinion in tliis House. 1 hope he will see that the civil administration is 
manned as far as possible by men of the province taken from <‘ivil avoca- 
tions and sto]) the recruitment of military (-tticials. TIkjsc who have already 
come can be redrafted t(» their permanent military posts. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, the circumstam'es whirdi led to llengal lioviunimuit’s agreeing 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will not the Hon'ble t hief Minister 
speak on tliivS subject?* 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

If lie desires, In* may spt'ak. Tlul I am pre[)areil lo speak on the 8uV>ji*ct. 
The circumstances which led io Heiigal ( tov<‘rnmcnts' agreeing to 100 mili- 
tary ofheers being sent t(» Hengal for employmt‘nt in civil [K)sts W(*re 
explained by the ILm’ble I'hief Minister when he made a slatenn*nt on the 
floor of the House on the* 10th instant. 1 should like* to give se>me more* 
facts and figures to the* honourahle m<‘mbers of the House* in eereler that 
they may ai)preeiate properly the jeeesition in lh‘ngal with regard tee our 
lequirement of ofheers and shortage: the* Civil Su])n|y, A. 11.1’., Revenue 
and othe*r miscellaneous de*])artme*nts lueve already taken away y*ilJ men of 
Indian ri\il Service, lb*ngal ('ivil Se*ivict* and lb*ngal .lunieu’ Civil S(‘rvi(*e. 
Those departments have again e*e)me up with fresh re*<|uisitions iind loO more 
men of Indian ( ivil Service*. lh*ngal t’ivil Se'rviee* ami Ih'iigal Junior (^ivil 
Service is lidd afid oOd re*sp(*ctive*ly (total he'ing 710) 170 (t(‘mporar\ Jhmgal 

.luiiior t ivil Service*). Dm* s<‘rvice*.s leave* alre*ad\’ he*e*n dc])le*te*d ot one*- 
feeurth ot the'ir mc]n]H*rs. If we* we*re‘ to ^up])l\ tlie aelelitional dt'nmmi e>f 
anothe*r lot) from the normal strength eil liengal Civil Seivie'e* ami IWngal 
Junior Civil Se*rvi<'c and fill up the* vae*am'ie*s cause*d the're*hy hy taking in 
new hands, metre* than f>ne*-thiT(] of the* me*ml)ers etf the* se'vviee's would he* 
e*ithe*r ine*xpeiie*nct*d raw gra<luate‘s or men etf inte*rior e'ahbre* re'i'ruited troia 
subordinate* se'ivice's whet coubl not petssihlv ia* cx]»e*e‘te*d te» run the* general 
administrat ion eflie’ientl \ , In Hengal Junior Civil Se*rviee wt* have already 
(ake*n semie 170 iiie'ii etf e\ p<'rie‘nee* fretm elitVeTe'nt eb*pur1 me*nts (Reve*nue, 
Debt Settleme'nt, (\>-operative*. Jute Kegulutioii ami He“gist ration ) and 
ineduding the*se‘ recruits the* total strength of H<*ngal Junior (Svil Service is 
now (iHd. We* had practically exhausted the number of me‘n fit for promo- 
tion fretm the* l(tw'e*r services. Me* cauuett petssihlv ge*t auetlhe'r HMl men ol 
ahilitv fretm the* lower service's and the* etnl\ vva\ eti stT*ength(*ning the* He*ngal 
Junior (bvil Service aeid Hengal (Ovil Se*rvice‘ left let us is by elire*ct reeruii- 
ment from outside. AVe have* recruite*d some* tiO lavv'v e*r-M ugistrates and 
intend to recruit 18 trom Har. We can hardly imre*as(‘ the number of 

such inexperienced Magistrates with eliu* I'cgard tet efh(‘icncy ot work. Wes 
are re-empletving retired men etf the* service* also and as many as 1-i are now 
employed. We have also got letan ot ‘18 e)ttic(*rs fretm other ytrovinces through 
the intervention etf the Vieerety, Hut, Sir, the* demand of tin* t ivil SuppK 
Department is inexhaustible and Majetr-Ueneral Wake*ly s Moveme'iii 
Diree-torate etf Civil Supply consisting of 28 army oHic(*rs an* to he? replaced 
by us by 1st Octaber as they are w'anted back by the ai'niy. 1 h<*re are etiher 
elepartmeiits like Agrie*ulture, Fisheries and Keyeniie vvliich are sending 
reeyiiisitions for experienced etfficers fretm I’^eivincial Services anel w'e cannot 
refuse them if w'e are to meet the almormal situation created by last ^ 

famine and guard against future calamity. VV e have already tap]>ed all f ic 
sources for supply of ofiice*.rs etf ability and exiterieuice*. Me have de?) «• ♦*< 
the Provincial Services and have repleni.shed them to .some exteni, as 
stated, by appointing men from low’er rank.s by bringing men ^ I'l 

provinces and by recruiting from the bar. "W'e vyant .sorne 
men of the calibre of the membe*rs of Indian Civil jf Provin- 

Service; and failing to secure them from the Indian -^^nVintiirv officers 

I? «... have decided to take m militarv 


cial Services of other provinces w^e nave oeciuru dutv 

who we all know are well disciplined men wxth strong 


The 
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military officerH saved the situation when fdjolera and malaria in epidemic 
form was devastating the whole of rural Bengal. But for His Excellency 
the Viceroy’s timely intervention more people would have died of diseases 
than of starvation. The military not only helped us in controlling diseases 
but also in supervising our transport arrangements for sending rice and 
medicines to deficit areas. From our experience of last year, we think the 
military in civil posts of responsibility will be far more efficient than inex- 
perienced youths who were our only other alternative. The work in Civil 
Supply Department, particularly in the distribution and transport branches, 
is more or less akin to Military Commissariat w’ork and as such military 
people would be very useful for such works. It is also not correct to hold 
that military officers cannot hold civil posis with credit. It is forgotten 
that even now in our I.C.S. cadre we have got quite a large number of men 
who were recruited after the last war on account of War Services and they 
can hardly be distinguished ftom our normal Indian Civil vService, unless 
one cares to go through the civil list. From India Government communique 
we can safely infer that the military officers w^ho are coming wdll be of the 
type of the War I.C.S. who are now serving in the province and their pro- 
portion will be 50 ])er cent. Indians and 50 per cent. Europeans; and it is 
definitely stated in the Government of India press-note that the type of 
officers proposed to be selected will be exactly of the type who would have 
been competing for posts under the Civil Government. We need not, 
therefore, be unnecessarily api)rehensive that they will not be the right 
type of people to hold civil posts. 

We fully realise that men of ability and trust are not wanting in our 
Bengal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil Service. The strengthening 
of superior stalff hy bringing men from the Military Department is (‘ertainly 
Jiot a reflection on their abilities. I yield to none in my apimeciation of 
I ho merits of our own country men in the Bengal Civil Service. No one 
knows it better than I do that there are ablest men in our Provincial Services 
who could hold any responsible ])OHt under Government wiih credit. That 
fact is nnquestiona])le. But ihe difficulty we are confronted with is : how and 
wherefrom we could get men of the standard of efficiency and experience of 
our B.C.S. and B.J.C.S. men for meeting the additional demand of officers. 
We could not create such men overnight. 'The problem could not possibly 
be solved by giving promotions, as suggested by men like Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Momiii. We have already promoted some 179 men from lower 
services and thereby exhausted almost all the men fit for promotion. We 
are going to fake llie <lesperate step of taking in another 90 or more from 
lower services. Men of righi calibre in the lower services are not un- 
limited. There is no possibility of getting more men of the right type 
from the lower services. We had to ask for loan from other provinces and 
we got some hut not sufficient. How is the demand for another 150 men of 
ex]>erieiice and j)rovcd efficiency to be met? Haw graduates of the 
University nr men from tlie Bar wull not serve our pitrpose, as we could 
not all at once entrust tliem witli responsible posts requiring practical 
experience. They will require 2 years to get accustomed to the arduous 
duties of an Executive Officer. Fortunately, w^e got the offer of 100 army 
men from the Central Government and w^e readily accepted the offer as 
we thouglit they w'ould be certainly better than inexperienced graduates. 
These military officers, Sir, ifre being taken on a temporary basis for 
employment till the return of normal times. Their employment does not 
affect at all the prospect of our existing Bengal Civil Service men. As a 
matter of fact, we are employing far more number of B.C.S. men in 
posts reserved for Indian Civil Service (the present number of such officiat- 
ing .listed posts being 15 as against the normal of 4 only), and against all 
previous precedents we have decided to promote even B.J.C.S. men tempo- 
rarily to Bengal Civil Service for meeting the demand of officers of higW 
rank, as a result of wdiicli at least some 50 men of Bengal Junior Civil 
Service are going to be promoted temporarily to Bengal Civil Service 
almost immediately/ 
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Sir, at abnormal times when we are struggling for saving lives of millions 
of people we cannot aftord to be too punetilious about interest of communi- 
ties and province. A\ e must take service t»i anybody and everybody (X, Y 
or Z) who is capable ol rendering useful seiviee. The larger interest of the 
country demands that tor the tinu* b* '\g \\e should rise above communal 
and provincial considerations. t)nJ» icctuitly in conin‘(‘tion with the posts 
in the fisheries Department we det ided that the communal ratio rules 
should, for the time being, he suspended and the posts should be filled up 
with the best men available on tein]»urar\ basis, irres]>ei’tive of caste or 
creed; and that later on communal ratio sboiibl be adjusted.* The record 
of services rendered by the militaiy last ;sear in connei tion with combating 
disease and arranging transjiort for nishing in iood to deficit areas, as we 
all know, Sir, was simply splendid. Idie\ arc wel^ disciplined men and 
have had exjieriiuice ot graj)j»lin^ with diiia-uli >ituati(Uis with proiuptiliule 
and courage. AVhen we, thiuidore, were oifercAl the .ser\i('e.s (»f the mili- 
tary, we thought the best interest ol tlie conntrv required tliat we should 
accept the offer with thanks, as tlo'\ an" likt‘lv to l>e more useful and 
resourceful than raw graduates or (iviliaiis from othm- ])rovinces ill»t ufikul 
to grappling difficult situations. At ter what the mililar\ had ilone for us 
last year it w'oiild liave lieen height of iugratilmle not to aci-cpt the offer 
and the best interest of the country abso ilemamb'd that the oil’m* should be 
accepted. Let the people at large judge if it is not a r%'asonahle and sound 
decision w^e have taken. After all, these militar\ ollii<‘rs aie coming on a 
purely temporary basis ami will go back as .soon as normal limes return 
and they are coming to help us at a critical tiim". There is certainly no 
superfluity among army ollicers, as suggestml b^ siune, but the imlia 
Government tliouglit that having stopjied recruit ment for tin' Indian Civil 
Service and Indian Police Service for faiilital ing military n'cruilimuit, it 
was only fair to help Jlengal with arm\ olliiers at this time of Pcngars 
need. In fact, we should be grateful to the (Joveruimuit of India for spar- 
ing their .services at this war tiim" when the luMals of tin* arm\ are supreme 
and have priority over all other ihhmI.s. It is a pity, Sir, that the members 
in the Oppo.sition should liave thought lit to condemn the action taken by 
(:fovernnient in the best ini(*rest of the province and its jieople. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Lcadiu of tlie House 
has very fully dealt Avith all the ]>oiuts that have hcen raised and has given 
all the information. There is only one or two ihitigs J should like to 
mention. Fir.st of all, the members of ilte Ho\ise are aware Ibai we have 
already adopted the policy that after the war a certain nuniher of posts 
will be reserved for those who liave gone for war service and that is the 
object of the stoppa.f/e of lecruitmeni of liidian ('ivil Service and Indian 
Police Service also. At first a certain percent ag(‘ of tin* posts were asked 
to be kept reserved or to be temporarily filled up and later total .stoppage of 
recruitment was decided upon. Tlie object lias ^always been to give 
encouragement to those young men ^wdio have gone out for war service and 
to serve as an incentive to join the armml fijices. The. l^rovincial Govern- 
ment have reserved a certain number of posts for them to be filled up after 
the war. 


Now, in this case by taking the military officers we are merely doing 
'frbat we have to do after the termination of the war. That is one aspect of 
the question which must be remembered by tlii.s IIou.se. After all, we are 
employing men who would have been employed after the tennination of 
the war, because that is the policy that has been laid down. The Mccorid 
thing is, as has been explained already, that it is not a question merely of 
promotion from the bottom to the top. The demand for men is so great 
that practically every estimate that we make of the number of requir- 
ed becomes within a month or two an under-estimatc. Every day depart- 
ments are expanding and the requirements of some of the 
very large. E.specially, take the case of the Civil Suppbos Dfq>. I J . 
the Branch w^hich is controlled by General Wakely, nume>, n . o 
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Department. This is a very expanding department, and, as you are aware, 
10,000 boats are l)eing made for the carriage of commodities and for these 
boats a large number of officers will be required. JBiere I would like to point 
out that the total number of men that are being recruited by General Wakely 
directly includes a large number of officers that we depute to that depart- 
ment. This recruitment and this assistance from the military is not going 
to stop all further direct recruitments. Direct recruitments are continuing 
alreadj' before your eyes. You wull find in the papers advertisements for 
direct recruitment of men for the Fishery Department and also for the 
Agricultural. Income-tax Department for which a large number of men are 
being taken. But in spite of direct recruitments a certain number of trained 
officers are necessary, and Government have also got to supply trained men 
from the Bengal Civil Servi(‘c and also from the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service. Even from the existing officers, apart from those that have been 
mentioned by the Leader of the House, a large number of men are there 
who are getting a certain amount of acting allowance for doing "very 
responsible work. Over and above this, a large number of them is already 
holding either what is called listed posts or similar other posts. Actually, 
8 persons are holding such apiiointments at the present time, in this way, 
men both from Bengal Civil Service and Bengal Junior Civil Service are 
being given jiosts of responsibility and trust with higher emoluments. We 
are going to promote 50 or more officers from the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service to the Provincial Civil Service and we are also going to take a 
certain number of men from other services into the Provincial Civil Service. 

In spite of all this, there will still he room for employment of these 
military offi(!ers, most of whom wdll be on a temporary basis during the 
duration of the war. They may be re(*alled at any time for military require- 
ments and will then have to go back. Some of them are going to replace 
Iversons whom they have left temporarily aiul will go back permanently to 
the ariny and some as I have said are going to the Movements Department 
of Civil Siii)i)ly. (Mr. Lalit Chandka Das : How many Australians are 
coming:^) 1 am glad that Mr. Das has pul this question. We know nothing 
of this, Sir, about who are coming. But of course Mr. Humayun^ Kabir 
bas belter informatiou and bas told us that a good number of them are 
Australians. But so far as 1 am aware 1 have no informatiou at all as to wdio 
they are and what they are. (Mr. liAiax Chandka Das : How many are 
expected:^) Altogether one hundred military officei’s, I think, out of whom 
at least LM) or 50 will go to the Civil Supply Department on the Movements 
section. So far as 1 know they liave not arrived yet. But their number 
will never be more than 50/50. They will perhaps bo British, Canadians, 
Australians or others lepreseiited in the ratio of 50 per cent. 1 do not 
think I have anything more to add. We are in very great need of officers 
and we cannot weaken the general administration which is the sheet-anclior 
of all governments or allow the standard ot administration altogether to go 
down. Everything depends upon general administiation and unless Govern- 
ment can get hold of officers of experience and some tiainiiig in district work 
to officiate as Suhdivisional Officers or Central Officers general administra- 
tion cannot go on. This is the basis on which the whole thing hangs and 
therefore it is necessary to see that general administration is not weakened 
and that is the reason why there has been placed a limit to promotion from 
existing services to the new^ appointments that are now being made. 1 
may say that the importation of these officers does not in any way hamper 
the natural promotion or rise of any offi(‘er in the services. They will all 
continue to be employed as before. It is necessary to bave these 
military officers only because new appointments bave got to be made and 
new posts have got ^ ) be created. They will fill not all the new posts, but 
a portion of fhem only. 

Mf, HU MAY UN KABIR* May I offer a word bj* way of personal 
explanation With regard to the rc'cruitment of Australians I made it 
quite clear in my vspeech that I was asking for information from the 
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? Riven the information. I did not make any 
aeimite as^rtion and throughout my ai>eech it was in the form of a query 
as to wnetner it was a fact that among the military othcers there woiud be 
a good number of Australians. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ma^ i }.a\ a few words in reply? It has 
been emphasised by the Hon hie the Home Minister that the running of the 
general administration should be kei>t at a liigh point of elheiencv and (hat 
for tills purpose men ot experience are al^solutely necessary. These, Sir, are 
the two grounds on which he bases bis c laim for importing army otiicere for 
civilian posts. 


1 am astounded at the way in wliich he made his basic proposition. If 
the basic proposition is to be made that the general run of the adininistrntion 
must be kept at the highest pcunt of (‘^li(■lene^ , he should run iiiileH away 
from the military. Military is not the soiu’oe from which recruitment 
should be made for general administration. As the (Iregorv Couimittee 
pointed out, the qualities ne<‘essar\ t(tr tin* purpose* ot general administra* 
tion consist not only of tlie high<‘st standard of education but also of the 
knowledge of the people of tlie arc-a and the knowledge of the trade. These 
are the three important points urged by the (iregory (\)mmittee. Does the 
Hon ble Home Minister expect that tfu\se otiicers coming from other pro- 
vinces or from beyond India are likely to know the. condition of the people 
or of the trend of the requirements ot the situation h 1 wonder why our men 
should go on default. It lias been jioinicMl out l>\ the li<*ader of the House 
^that the B.CI.S. and H.d.C.S. otiicers are niinihering hundreds and only a* 
very small fraction of these two services w(*rt* ab.sorixHl in the new posts. I 
say, wlw not recruit at the base iii large nninlx'rs by ('onijietitive examina- 
tion i' Then take away from the .senior posts both from Bengal (hvil Service 
and Bengal Junior Civil Serxice as man\ as y)u want not only for the Civil 
Supplies Departmeut, but also ioi (he Agn'eulinre. Fisheries and olhei- 
departments, as the situation arises. If it is now urged that the highest men 
have been taken away in other depart meiys — men from Bengal (dvil Service 
and Bengal Junior (dvil Service - - 1 sa\ vvly> n(»t re<*ruit from tlie Bur? In 
the Bar there are men who Can adorn an\ position to wliieli th(‘\ may be 
placed. That is also an inexhaustible source. If proper men are to be 
found, they could bp found in abundance from the Bar. CJoveriiment are 
anxious that the general run of the administration should be improved and 
that by persons wdth efticiencx. If that is so, J think members of the Bar 
should be taken in instead of importing arm;s ofiicials from abroad. Another 
point referred to by the Leader of the House is that the army did very good 
work in combating diseas '^ and In meeting the iH‘eds of the famine-stricken 
people and destitutes an l taking aftercare of them. Well, 1 do not disagree. 
But is it as a prize that tln'se peojde should be taken in and merged in the 
civil administration? Did the army officials do that service with that end in 
view? What they did on that occasion they did as army officials. Here 
what are you doing? You are importing certain military officials to he 
efnployed in the civil administration and you say that these appointments 
are only temporary. But what are the qualifications of these officers 
for the efficient work of the general admiriistration ? If it is at all a 
point of gratitude in recruiting these military officials, that is a point 
to which we do not answer in the way in which it is done, f say (xovernnicnt 
erred grievously in recruiting the military officers for civil employ. 


I never knew that there was such a superfluity of officers in the army. 
It has been stated by the Hon’ble Minister that many educated men mtvrod 
military service in the hope that after the war they would fill fivilian 
and that certain proportion of the available posts has been kejh in, rcH(‘]vc 
to be filled in from among them after the war. If you now find that 
persons who entered the military service are now’ eager to enter tpe cjvi 
service, why not hold a competitive examination ? Let them 

boya in that examination and if they come f.-. {fg war 

posts. Ton cannot do a thinp now which you intended to do after tlie war. 

198 



vm 


MDMBEES ABSENT. 


[18th Auq., 1944.] 


The war ia not ^niehing soon. It will take jeatfi to finish the war. 1 
submit^ Sir, that these persons do not answer all the qualifications laid down 
for the holding of a civilian post. 

With these few words, I move that my motion be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that this Council 
disapproves of the action of the Bengal Government applying to the Central 
Government for services of a large number of army officers to hold civilian 
posts in this province to the detriment of the claims of the Bengalees to 
those posts intensifying at the same time the problem of unemployment in 
Bengal. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on behalf of Govern- 
ment 1 would ask for an adjournment of the House owing to the Ramzan 
till the 4th October, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would suggest 5th October. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, we have got a Hindu 
festival on the 14th October. So, we may adjourn till then. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will be too long. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, if we can adjourn for 
I Ravizan for one month, can we, not adjourn for 7 or'8 days more? Because 
there is Kali Puja and then Bhatri Bwitiya. So, J think you will consideP 
all these holidays. When so much has been done for the Muhammadan 
members, something should be done for the Hindu members also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: There is no question of your 
being afraid. You should adjourij the House till 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 5th October, 1944. 

Adjournment. ' 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 5th October, 

1944. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 18tli 
August, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. Humayun Keza Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(5) Mr. E. W. N. Ferguson. 

(6) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(8) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(9) Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Purssell, 

(11) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(12) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

(13) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(14) Mr. J. W. R. Steven. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Smion Ulo. 81. 


The Coencil met in the Le^^islative (’’hamber of the Lefrialative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 5th Oet-ober, 1944, at 2-16 p.m., 
being the eighty-first day of the first session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62{2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad S^m(jh Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. ^ , 

Oath. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Any gentleman desiring to take the Ont^ under 
section G7 of the Government of India Act, 1935, will kindly come forward 
to do so. 

Mr. J. S. Graham tcmk the oath of office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, 1 will take up the questions. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Arrest of Mr. Niharendu Datu Mazumdar. 

257. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if the atten- 
tion ot the Government has l>een drawn to the judgment of the Hon’ble 
Judges ot tile (hilcutta High (,’ourt, delivered on the 14th July, 1943, in 
the ca>e of “/;/ rc Niharendu Mazumdar rs. A. E. Ihirter and others” over 
the arrest of Mr. Niharendu Datta Mazumdar, m.e.a., in the corridor of the 
Calcutta High ('ourt on the 3rd June, 1943, in whiidi the Hon’ble tb<* (3iief 
Ju.stiee found that one Mr. Syed IlaHun, ins])ector of Police, showed dis- 
courtesy to Mr. Dutta Mazumdar and a])plied ])remature and ])(»ssibly 
unnecessary force in effecting his arrest and the Hon’hle Mr. Justice 
Khundkai, referring to the conduct of the said Mr. Syed Hasan, held inter 
til la that tliere w'as no justifi<*ation for such conduct, and that it was un- 
warrantable and merited the disapproval of the Court and calltRl for an 
exjiression of the severest displeaeure? 

(h) If .so, have an\ steps been taken against the said Police Officer for 
such improjier conduct? If so, whaf are they? 

ic) If not, what steps do Government propose to take against him to 
show its dis<i[)proval and condemnation of such conduct and to prevent the 
recurrence of such misliehaviour by the Police Ofl&cers generally? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’IHe 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin); (a) Yes. 

(h) The comments of the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court were brought 
to the notice of the officer concerned for his future guidance. 

(c) Does not arise. 

M**" LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’bie Minister please state 
whether Mr. Syed Hasan, Inspector of Police, was punished for his 
misbehaviour towards Mr. Niharendu Datta Majumdar in accordance with 
the judgment of the High Court? 

Thd Mati’IM# IClMvaJa Sir ^lACIMtlDDrN: i refer the honourable 
member to my answer (6). 

199 • 
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Mr. LAtIT 0HANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Mmieter. please state 
whether this Inspector, Mr. Syed Hasan, has been promoted to the rank 
of an Assistant Commissioner of Police? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if this promotion is his reward for his behaviour towards Mr. Datta 
Majumdar? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, but for his con- 
sistent good work. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Or is it in defiance of the remarks of 
the Honourable Judges of the High Court that he has been promoted to be 
an Assistant Commissioner of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I have nothing further 
to add I 

Mr. NACENDRANATH MAHALANOBISH; With reference to (b), 
may I enquire if Government considered whether in view of the severe 
condemnation of the conduct of this Inspector as expressed in the judg- 
ments of the Judges of the High Court the officer in question deserved any 
punishment from the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I have nothing further 
to add to what I have already said. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state if the promotion awarded to Syed Hasan was after consider- 
ing the remarks of the Honourable Judges of the High Court in the case 
referred to? 


The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The promotion was 

awarded on the entire period of the service of the officer. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Was not this promotion a mark of disres- 
pect to the Honourable Judges of the High Court for their remarks on the 
conduct of this Inspector? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I submit that it is a 

matter yf opinion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the Hon ble Minister 
please state whether he considers that the remarks of the High Court 
Judges is a mere matter of opinion, or whether their remarks should not 
have been considered in awarding promotions, etc., to the officer con- 
cerned ? \ 


The Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I refer the honourable 
member to my reply in (6). 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; 

not answer my question at alK 


Sir, the reply in (b) does 


a^^The Hon'Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further to 


+ '■ kVJ ®”^HDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state whether such a promotion will not encourage other police officers 
to be discourteous to the prisoners? ^ 


Th 9 Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

mentioned in answer (b). 


No, in view of the action 
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^Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ^eas^ 
to explain what does he mean by the expression “consistent good conanci*’? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIHs I would refer the hcmourable 

member to the English dictionary. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: S.* , this is not the answer to my reply* 
It is an impertinent reply 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Put your question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to explain the expression “consistent good conduct” expressed by him 
with reference to his reply to Mr. Moholanabish’s supplementary question? 

The Hcm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs I do not think this is a class 

room: nor am I a teacher of English. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the conduct of Mr. Syed Hasan towards Datta Masumdar 
was not inconsistent with his consistent good conduct? 

Th *3 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a matter of opinion. 
(Mr. l^residcnt then asked Mr. K. C. Roy Choiidhury to call the number 
of his qiiefition — No. 258, > 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 withdraw my question. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. Can any 
honourable nicmher withdraw his question? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes. it the House gives him permission to withdraw. 

Mr, LATAFAT H088AIN: Sir, 1 should like to put tlic »piestion 
standing in i1k‘ naiiu* of Mr. Hoy ('Iiowdhury 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

Sir, the Ilou'hle Minister is away cm tour; so the question may bo held over. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In the absence of the honourable member who 
tables a question some other member can put it. Now that i-he Hon'ble 
Minister is away, the question should stand over. 

Prisoners detained under Defence of India Rules in the Alipore Central Jail. 

259. Mr, HUM AVON KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that two prisoners under the Defence of India Rules 
now detained at the Alipore Central Jail were asked to work on 
oil-pr^s, otherwise known as ghanee^ in the third week of July, 
1944; 

f 5) if it is a fact fhat on their refusal, they were beaten under the order 
of the Jail authorities; 

(c) if it is a fact that other security prisoners went on hunger strike ap 

a protest against such action; and I 

(d) whether the Hon'ble Minister proposes to enquire into the matter 

and take such steps as may be necessary to prevent a recurrence 
of such incidents? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN l (a) I understand that a con- 
vict under the Defence of India Rules was put td w ark in the oil mills but 
he refused to work. 
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(h) No. He was only punished with two days' penal diet for ref using 
to work. 

(c) Security prisoners, in sympathy with the convict in question, 
abstained from taking their meals for two days. 

id) I have enquired into the matter but do not consider any further 
action necessary. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if persons convicted under the Defence of India Rules are liable to 
work the ffhanis or oil presses in the jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; All persons' who are convicted 
are subject to the Jail Code rules. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the persons convicted 
of political offences have in the past been exempted from this type of work 
in the jail? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is entirely the discretion 
of the Superintendent of the Jail. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it has not been the custom heretofore to exempt the political pri- 
soners from this class of work? 

The Hefl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further to 
add. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
«tate whether since his assumption of office this practice has been intro- 
^luced or whether it was before the practice? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have been the Minister in 
oharge of the Home Departm^^nt for the last seven years and 1 have seen 
this practice since then. 

Lawyer- M agistrates. 

J2e0. Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if the 
Government of Bengal have recently been appointing a number of Magis- 
trates from amongst the practising lawyers? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

the numbers respectively of Muhammadans and Hindus of different 
castes so far appointed, giving separate figures, district by dis- 
trict ; 

i’ii) the names, academic qualifications and experiences (of each) of 
those appointed as Magistrates; ^ 

<ut) the names of persons recommended by the Public Service Commis- 
sion of Bengal for such post; and 

< 11 ?) hov|the final selections have been made? 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b)(t) and (it) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(m) Government do not consider that it will be in the public interest 
to furnish this information. 

(tv) On the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. 
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Statement referred ta in 

reply to guesUcn No* 


1. 

Name. 

Oattf Hindu. 

I^irendra Nath Sorkar 


Educational qualification. Homo dlotHotk- • 

M.A.. . . CWotttta.. 

2. 

Tapendra Chandra Ghcn^h 


B.B. 

Do. 

3. 

Anmlya Kumar Roy 


M.A„ B.L. 

Do. 

4. 

Mrigendra Chandra Sorbodliikari 


M.A., B.L. 


5. 

Kii^ Chandra Ghooal 


M.A.. B.L. 

BoLoitton/. 

0. 

Hemondra Nath Mukherji 


B.L. 

Do. 

7. 

Sochindra Nath Chanda 


B.L. 

Do. 

8. 

Bijoy Cliondra Hati 


B.L. 

Btordwon. 

9. 

U^apati Lahari* 


B.L. 

lian^ur. 

10, 

Phanindra Bhusan Ghosh 


M.A.. B.L. 

Do. 

11. 

Saileeh Chandra Choudluiri 


B.L. 

Do. 

12. 

Jitondra Kishoro Gupta Hoy 


B.L. 

Myrnonaingh. 

13. 

Upendra Chandra Do iSarkar 


M.A., M.L. 

r>t>. 

14. 

Sachindra Nath Roy Clioudhuri 


B.L. 

Pabna. 

16. 

Nirod Bhusan Son 


M.S<.., B.L. 

. . Khulna.. 

16. 

Chunilal C’howdhuri 


M.A.. B.L. 

l>aoea. 

17. 

Sudliansu Sokhar Stngha Roy 


M.A.. B.L. 

Hooghly.. 

18. 

Somondra Chandra Son 


B.L. 

Jemore. 

19. 

Niranjan Khast^ir 


B.L. 

. (hittogoog.. 

20. 

Boiioy Bhusan Majumdar 


B.L. 

Birbhum. 

21. 

Abhayanaiula Mukhorji 


M.Sc., B.L. 

Malda. 

22. 

.Tnanondra Nath lioy (.Tlioudhuri 


B.L, 

Hajshahi. 

23. 

Santi Prf>«ad ( hinfiuli 


B.L. 

Karidpur. 

24. 

Sudliannu Kiuuar Cianpuli 


ILL. 

IX>. 

1. 

SciMiluled Cattf. 

•Togosh Cliauilra Saha 


B.L. 

'Pippora. 

2. 

Shiva DttH Sott 


B.L. 

doAHoro. 

3. 

Ananta Kumar Ihswan 


B.L. 

Do. 

4. 

Ma<lhu Sudan JtiHwas 


B.L. 

h'aridpur. 

6. 

BoHAntH Kumar Mai 


B.L, 

24'Parganaa. 

6. 

Jogendra (^hanfira Iloa 


B.L. 

Mymoniiingl^* 

1. 

Mutlim. 

Ohulam Morahed 


B.L. 

Baikarganj.. 

2. 

A. H. AfUihuddin Khan 


M.A.. B.L. 

Do. 

3. 

Md. Kun\ia 


M.A.. B.L. 

Do. 

4. 

A. F. Nur Muhammad 


B.L. 

Do. 

6. 

Ahdus Soblian 


M.A., B.L. 

Do. 

6. 

Shamauddin Ahmod 


B.L. 

Do. 

7. 

Md. Fazlul Huq 


M.A., B.L. 

Dacca. 

8. 

Maulvi Moburak Ali 


B.L. 

Do. 

9. 

Tafazzal Hossaiii 


B.L. 

Do. 

10. 

Abdul Huq Klian 


B.L. 

Do. 

11. 

Ab<ius Sattar 


B.L. 

Do. 

12. 

Md. Shan.sul Huda 


B.L. 

Do. 

13. 

Ubaidunur Siddiqui 


B.L. 

Chittagong. 

14. 

Nazmul Huq 


B.L. 

Do. 

15. 

A. M. L. Ahmed Siddiqui 


B.L. 

Do. 

16. 

Zahurul Huq 


B.L. 

i*'aridpiir. 

17. 

Khan Sahib Md. Umed Ali 


B.L. 

Myrnonsinglu. 

18. 

Md. Abdul Khalique 


M.A., B.L. 

Do. 

19. 

Hoasainul Haider Choudhuri 


B.L. 

Noakhali. 

20. 

Syed Abdul Mosuit Chowdhuri 


B.L. 

1)0, 

21. 

Ali Amjod 


B.L. 

. . Tippora. 

22. 

Abdua Salam 


M.A.. B.L. 

. . Do. 

23. 

Moahoraf Ali Alimad 


B.L. 

. . lk>^a. 

24 -Parganoo- 
HfK)ghiy' 

24. 

Syed Hahauddin Ahmad 


M.A.. B.L. 

25. 

Abdul Ghani Haidar 


B.L. 

26. 

Shaikh Abdur Kauoof 


B.L. 

Do. 

27. 

Quozi Sharafat Ali 


B.L. 

Do. 

28. 

Fazlul Karim 


B.L. 

Khulna. 

20. 

Haji Niaz Ahmad 


B.L. 

M ur«h idnlNuL 

30. 

Ea^udar AU Khan 


. B.L. 

Do. 


Rai KESHAB dHANDRA BANER4EE Bahadur: 

to answer (b) (tVi), natuely, that ‘'GoTerttment do not consider that it wm 
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be in the public interest to furnish this information,’^ does the Hon’ble 
Minister mean that it has not been possible in all cases to respect the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service Commission? 

The HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NMIMUDDIN; No, Sir; the recommenda- 
tion of the Public Service Commission, as far as my information goes, has 
been scrupulously followed. 

Security firiaoncrs Babu Prithwish Chandra Ghcsh and othersi 

261. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased .to state — 

(a) whether Babu Prithwish Chandra Ghosh, Babu Ranjit Ghosh and 

Bhbu Ajit Ghosh are being detained as security prisoners in the 
Farid pur District Jail; 

(b) whether all of them are sons of Babu Srish Chandra Ghosh an old 

muktear of Madaripur, who has to maintain a large family ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that Babu Prithwish Chandra Ghosh has a wife 

and children but no allowance has been allowed to them and a 
small allowance of R8.30 per month allowed to him alone, is 
insufficient for his own personal needs; 

(d) whether the other two, Ranjit Babu and Ajit Babu, have been 

granted any allowances ; if not, why not ; 

(e) whether Babu Prithwish Chandra Ghosh applied for increase of his 

allowance and for allowances to his family and his old father; 
if so, whether that application has been disposed of and whether 
his prayer has been acceded to ; 

</) whether the Government propose to examine these cases with a view 
to seeing if they can be released now or at early date having 
regard to the present position in the country; if not, whether the 
Government propose to increase the allowance to Prithwish Babu 
and grant allowances to his family and reasonable allowance to 
Ranjit B'abu and Ajit Babu ; and 

(ff) whether the Government propose to consider the position of their 
father, Babu Srish Chandra Ghosh, who has been deprived of the 
financial help that these three sons could have rendered in these 
difficult times and grant him some allowances to maintain his 
family? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes; but Babu Ajit Ghosh 
is not a security prisoner but a convict. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (e) The prisoner was not granted any personal allowance. A 
family allowance of Rs.30 per month had been granted to the wife of the 
prisoner. This allowance has since been enhanced to Rs.50 per month with 
effect from the 1st April, 1944, out of which Rs.20 per month is being given 
to the father of the prisoner. 

(d) Babu Ajit Ghosh is a convict and no family allowance is granted in 
the case of convicts. Bc^bu Ranjit Ghosh has not applied for any allowance. 

(/) The cases of Babu Prithwish Ghosh and Babu Ranjit Ghosh have 
fiince been reviewed : further detention has been considered necessary in 
their cases. 

(^) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answers to parts (c) and (e) 
above. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: May I enquire whether 
Government are nreoared to consider the case of Raniit GhnsA for an 
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Khwaja Sir YIAZIMUODIN: No, not without an appli- 


A . NACENDRA NATH MOHOLA^!'ABISH: I» it necessary for p 
detenue to apply for an allowance; or if the practice that Gowmmont 
consMler each case. and allow such allowance as they think fit? 


The Hon’Ue Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: 

application. 


The detiMuie isi to make an 


River Dekatla. 

262. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURYs Will 

the Hon 'hie Minister in charp:e of the rtmiiiinnications aiul Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any representation has been receded by the 
Government from the people of Kaipura thana of Noakhali, for tne exeava- 
tVon of the river Dakatia? If so, what action has been taken by the 
Government? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. BAR ADA PRASANNA PAIN: Yes. The sebeme wa$ 
examined and it was rt‘ported that a new' mouth of the Jlakutia Khul had 
been opened by the pressure of upland water and it was ex]>ected that the 
river w'ould iiuj)rove. Some improvement of the drainaj^e condition has lieen 
noticed in the locality but the scheme reipiires further examination after the 
current flood season, in order to arrive at a final eonclusion. On receipt of 
the report on the proposed further examination, the question of executinj? 
the scheme will he considered in November next. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The remainin^r two i|uestions should stand over. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, as re|,?ards question 
No .itiT. a> the report has already been submitted, may 1 eiujuire from the 
llon'hh* llie Home Minister when it will he ]uihliHhftd? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is to he answered by the llou’hle 
Khan B'aliadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad and he is not present to-day, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But the Hon hie the Home 

Minister can answer the question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has never been the jiractiee. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The ^mrpos*^ of the answer 
is already out of date. The Home Minister is here: he may give the infor- 
mation whether the report will he published soon. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: If the Hon ’hie the Home Minister wants to 
answer the question, I have no objection. 

The Hofi’bliB Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the right course 
would be io put a ghort-notice question. 

Mr. LALIT DHANDRA DAS: Sir, are the questions finished? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a matter of privilege, Sir— — 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Just a minute, Mr. Mazumdar. 
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ApfHiGatkNi from a membor praying for. oondonation of aJUaenoo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The Chair has received the following from Mr. 

Humaynn Heza Chowdhury, M.I/.C. : — 

^ “Sir, 

Most respectfully I beg to state that owing to serious troubles, I 
had been advised by my attending physician not to move from the 
bed and consequently I could not attend the meetings of the Chamber 
from the 13th March, 1944, during the current session of the Council; 
and as I am still suffering very badly, I have not also l^en al^le to 
attend any meeting of the Council during the current session up till 
now. I, therefore, solicit the favour of your Hndly moving the matter 
in the Chamber as required under section 68^) of the Government of 
India Act, 1936, to grant me leave of absence for the period referred 
to above. . 

S Yours faithfully, 

HITMAYUN REZA CHOWDHURY, M.L.C.’^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Council is that permission 
be granted to Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury for absence for a period of 
more than sixty days (from the 13th March, 1944). 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it was in response to a motion here 
that the Hon’ble the Home Minister promised an enqui^ into the affairs of 
the Howrah Municipality and as a matter of fact an Enquiry Commission 
was appointed. The officers of the Commission, T understand, have sub- 
mitted their report on the 16th September. It is a very urgent matter of 
public importance, and this House has the privilege and right to know 
the decisions of the Committee of Enquiry. No Press-Note has been issued 
by Government as yet. Our information is that the Committee of Enquiry 
found against the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, how is the privilege of the House 
affected, I do not understand. Every matter that comes up before the 
House cannot be construed as a question of privilege unless it affects the 
privilege of the House. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I am prepared to show how it 
affects the rights and privileges of the House 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, I cannot go on arguing with you 
on this question. Now, let me take up the adjournment motions. The first 
adjournment motion in the list stands in the name of Mr. Mangturam 
jA-ipuria. Now, Mr. Jaipuria, may I just enquire of you one point? What 
do you mean by “the 29th rationing week”? When did it start and when 
did it end? 

Mr. MANGTURAM ilAIPURIA (made his observations in Hindi). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Jaipuria, You do not follow what I ask you. 

I asked when did the ‘*29th rationing week’» start and when did it end? 

Mf.' MANGTURAM JAIPURIA (spoke in Hindi). 

^l** PRESIDENT! I am told that it started on the 14th of August 
and ended on tj^e 19th. 

Mft MANGTURAM JAIPURIA (spoke in Hiiidi). 
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nrfffllt* caae, I do not consider this matter tcy be of 

nr^nt public importance and of recent occurrence. So I am afraid. I 
cannot Rire niv consent to it. «*»«*. * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The time-limit .. over by several weeks. 

Mr. MUNCTURAM JAIPURIA (spoke in Hindi.) 

PRESIDENT: You do not understand me. Jaipuria Sahib. 
W liat t say is that there is no urgency now, and therefore the adjournment 
motion cannot be admitted. 

The next motion stands in the name of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Mr 
lias, do yon want to move this motion? 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, certainly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am ])re]iared to f^ive iny ctinsent to this. Haa 
Mr. Das g-ot the leave of the House? 


Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: 1 object, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that cn.se, those who are in favour of the leay» 
bein^r Kriinted will kindly rise in their places. 

Khfln Sshib WAHIDUZZAMAN: But, Sir, no one has objected yet. 
Mr, PRESIDENT: "ies, tl»e Chief Whip has made an objection. 
(Hon’hle niemhers rose in their jilaces.) 

As less than Id meml>ers have stood up, leave is refused, 
riie next motion also stands in the name of Mr. Das, and I irive my 
consent to this motion. Hus Mr. Dus the h*ave of the House? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: T ohjeet. Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Will members who are in favour of leave heinfc 
granted kindly rise in their places? 

(Honourable members did so.) 

Leave is refused, as less than 13 menilxrs have stood up. 

Now I (^ome to the adjournment motion standinjf in the name of Mr. 
Hiimayun Kahir. Do you propose to move your motion, Mr. Kabir? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir. My point is that very great 
inconvenience was caused — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: i give my consent to it. Has Mr. Kabir got the 
leave of the House? 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Am 1 not allowed to make a brief state- 
ment on the subject of my motion? 

Mr, PRESIDENT. That is not necessary, as I have given mv consent 
to the motion. . 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Then, it is all right. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any objection? 

Mr. MESBAHUODIN AHMED; Yes, Sir. 

****®®*P*^f*T: Those members who are in favour of the leave beinir 
granted will kindly rise in their . places. 

(Honourable members did so.) 

As more than 13 members have stood up, leave is granted to Mr. Kabir 
to move his motion, and I fix 5 o’clock on Monday the 9th October^ for 
cliseuaeion of this motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of enquiry. Sir. Is it your in- 
tention that in future the sittings of this House will continue beyond^ 4-15 
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p.m.? When we separated ‘last, we were sitting for longer hours in view 
of the imminence of the Ramzan to try and see if we could finish the 
Bill vritbin the month of August. Since the urgency has lapsed, 4here 
doe^ not seem to he any reason why our sittings should continue beyond 
4-15 p.m. Therefore, Sir, it would probably be proper if you would con- 
imlt the different parties in the House as to whether they would sit beyond 
4-15 p.m., though it is certainly within the power of the Chair to fi3^ 
long’er hours. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I will explain my difficulty to you, Mr. Kabir. 
There are several adjournment motions and I have examined them in a 
preliminary way. I am inclined to think that most of them are admissible, 
Now, if most of them are admissible we cannot go on discussing adjourn- 
nienl motions day after day without transacting our normal business. We 
have also to proceed with the business of the House and at the same time 
5Ulow the honourable members of the Opposition to move their adjournment 
motions. In that view of the matter, we have got to sit for longer hours. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: May I make a few remarks, Sir? Dissatis- 
^ction is expressed by moving for the adjournment of the business of the 
House. Now, the statement which you have made just now would allow 
the business to jiroceed in the normal course and also allow the Opposition 
to have the doubtful luxury of indulging in speeches on every adjourn- 
ment motion till the time for the meeting is over 


I was jfonifv to suloml tliaf t).at would defeat the very puruose of tlie 
adjourniuent motion and it would go against the spirit and the actual 
™tes relating to adjournment motions. The business of 
tte llou.se finishes at 4-15 and if thereafter you take up the motions for 
adjournment, then the question does not arise 

, ® : Ihe business of the House is not adjourned unlesi^ 

the adjournment motion is curried (Mr. Bankim Chaml'ra Mukherjee 
Tose IfO speak). LxcUvSe me Mr. Mukherjee — so the Chair is prepared to give 
•everv tacality lo llio Opposition io move adjournment motions; but before 
An adjournment motion is carried, mere tabling of the adjournment motion 
And its^ discussion cannot be interpreted as decision of the House to suspend 
the ordinary business of the House altogether. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But, Sir, it must he at the beginning 
„ the ineetiiig atter the (piestions. How cun there be adjournment of the 
Housi* if it ivS taktm up at the endi^ 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 jioiut out, Sir. that as it is a 
auAde; ol urgenl piibli(‘ importance, why not start discussion on it at once — 
•why not allow the discussion now^ It is fair because it is a matter of 
urgent jmblic importance. Why should you defer it till Monday? 


Mr, PRESIDENT: It has never been the praetic'e to fix discussion on 
AD adjouriiineii t motion on the same day. it is admitted, because that 
clashes wilh the sitting hours of the other House. 8o, generally it is the 
practice to have the discussion on the following day; and in this case the 
next available day for discussion of the adjournment motion is Monday. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But it must be taken up at the beginning. 
It would be a violalion of the rules to allow extra time and then to start 
•^iflCASsion of adjournment motions 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You should, I think, realise also that as there are 
«o many adjourn^ -ent motions, you cannot go on discussing only adjournment 

motions 


ICIlill Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN; But, Sir, this situation is the creation 
the Government 

Ilf, HARIPAS MAZUMDAR: But the point is that it should be taken 
aip at first, after the questions. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to begin with adjournment motion F 

Mr. .HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR} Yes, Bii. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: W are not prepared to sit beyond 
4^15 p.m. 


Mr. HAR1DA8 MAZUMDAR: That is, of rourse, a matter for the 
President to decide. 

Mr. PRE8IDEIIT: May I have the opinion of the Government on this 
matter ? 


The Hon*ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMli.ODIN: As far as Government are 
concerned, I would like to point out two tilings. Firstly, it hos liecn the 
practice in the Legislature in Bengal — lo re uml in anothei place — to take 
up adjournment motions at the eu<l (V'oii'es from the Opposition 
benches: No, no). As far as the other place is concerned, it is alw'ayo 
fixed at a later hour and after discussion of the adjournment motion, the 
House is always adjournetl. As far as the Council is concerned, because 
the House sits only for two hours, tlie practice is to fix it on a iliiy next 
to the day on which it has been admittial. 


AikI on that day by convention, though against tin* rules, «iuestions 
are not answered, so that <‘oinplete two hours might he given to the 
discussion of the adjournment motion, as required under the rules. That 
has always heen the jiractice; <‘ven after the adjournm»*nt motiou was 
defeated, no business was trafisai ted on that day. The reason is obvious. 

An adjournment motion is moved to censure (lovcrnmeiit (Mr. 

Haridas MazI'Mdar: To expreSwS dussatisfuction). I am quite prcqmred to 
lake that suggestion that an adjournment midioii is tabled either to eeiisun* 
(Tovernment or to express dissatistaction with the action of Government. 
If the motion is carried, it is a censure on Government and if it is not 
carried then, though toclinically it is not a cen.surc on Government, Vmt 
it might he said that the motion wa.s brought to censure Government. 
Therefore, it makes no ditference w'hatsoevcr wheliier tlie adjournment 
motion is discussed in the earlier part or in the latter iiari of the day s 
sitting. The main object is to express dissatisfaction or to censure Govern- 
ment. 


Now, Sir, you have very rightly pointed out that GinM^rnment have 
placed before the House an important Taxation Bill, a Bill on whicli the 

future financial position of the province is very much dejieiident. 

Therefore, it is essential liiat this Bill should be enacted into law as early 
as possible. 1 would appeal to tho membei’.s of the Opposition to tako 
serious note of the fact that at the present moment this province is tacea 
with a huge deficit, which can only be met by means of financial assistance 
from the (jlovern merit of India and which in its turn is to a 
large extent dejiendent on the efforts that Bengal makes towards meeting 
that deficit (Rai Ke.shah Chandra Bankrjee Bahadur : And not by curtail- 
ing expenditure). Therefore, 1 hope that the members ot the 
Opposition would look at this question from the point of view of the 
ultimate good of the province: it is not a question of the position ot the 
present Government, but it is a question of the future of the 
a8 a whole, since it W been made clear by the ‘“f 

their financial assistance will be dejiendent on the effort that 1 e g 

makes to meet some part of the expenditure that has been an u , 

this Government. That being so, the members would realise 
Bill should be pushed through without any .m'tihers of the 

appeal to the Leader of the Opjwsitmn and to * i I so that it 

Opposition to try to get this Bill through as quicWy as p s ' 
cotOd be given efiect to within this 1 by the Hon’ble the 

members would agree to the sitting hours suggested i>y me 
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President, which is, in my opinion, most reasonable and meets the 
Government’s needs and at the bame time gives opportunity to the members 
of the Opposition to discuss by means of adjournment motions the vftTious 
points that will be given notice of. I hope the sitting hours, as suggested 
by the Hon’ble President, will be accepted by the Opposition. 

I find that in the House of Commons the 
admissibility of a motion for adjournment is considered at 3-45 p.m. and at 
7-30 p.m., the motion is actually taken up. In the meantime, other businese. 
is transacted. 

in MUKHERJEE: Sir, may I refer to the rulea 

we are to Tio ; k i i. House is concerned, I thini, 

Tnd oL*Lwef« Legislative Council Procedure Ejiles 

Hon’ble the the rules prescribed therein. Now, Sir, the 

the Rouse w)i; I> ^ m his speech just now made an appeal to 

Wnne r resembles the request made by the Hon’ble the 

for c nsid^vT^f ^ff«<‘’>ltural Income-tax Bill was taken up 

beinc rliano’e^”’ Kill he passed without a single comma 

sueli^'i T.rneoS . I' that you should not countenance 

of file L i* which would he a serious encroachment on the privileges 
oi he menihers of the House. The rules have been framed, Sir! for the 
purpose of discussing various matters of urgent public importance. Part VII 
lof- * W'slaLve Council Procedure Rules deals with the 

ions or adjournment. Sir, even when Bills far more important than 
tJie present one were being considered by the House, adjournment motions 
had also been considered. In rule 98, you will find that “no motion for 
of the business of the Council for the purpose of discussing 
a clennite matier of urgent public importance shall be admissible if it 
relates to a ^matter which is not primarily the concern of the Provincial 
Government . Now, we do move adjournment motions which do 
concern the 1 royiiicial Government primarily and adjournment motions 
are only allowed if they are of urgent public importance which means that 
considered as soon as possible. Now, if you consider 
rule Ib^, you will find that “the debate on a motion to discuss 

a matter of urgent public importance, if not earlier concluded ’’ 

lat means ihat the debate is to begin at a time when sufficient time for 
consideration of the inotion may be available and is to go on for 2 hours 
^ beginning of the sitting of the House after the questions, 
iliereior'*. r^ir, if you have to follow rule 102, in the light of the other 
rules ironi 07 to 101, and if the rule is to he construed strictly in the 
light of vyhat has been said in the previous rules, I submit that adjourn- 
ment mol ions have to he (umsidered before any other business of the House 
IS taken up. We do not know the rules of the House of Commons. 'We 
are not guided by those rules. So far as this House is concerned, we 
should be guided by the rules framed by this House. 

Ruk *102**^* down That ®*iLghteii me on one point? 

«uje lajs down that the debate on a motion to discuss a matW of 

termi.!ara/“h!rend o7't; 1 shall automatically 

terminat. at the end of two hours’ debate, and thereafter no question can 

ment moW ® discussion of an adjourn- 

heJSrat^JsTnf^fnd**"^ MUKHERJEE: Sir, it is thus: The House 
thm ad inurnment met’ -'^“propose to fix 6 p.m., for the discussion of 

hours th?t L Tu t’ ®''i V® proceed with the motion for 

tw hours, that 18 , till 7 o clock. You want to detain ns till 7 o’clock 

IP'Whg greater importance to the Bill’ itself than this business. That is 
to pomt-*vou we making us sit for 6 hours. If you fix Monday, however, 
^ n0 abjfictioa. 
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Mr. FRESIDEHTS My proposal is tliat we start at 5 p.m., with the 
adjourBnnent motion and then ^ on up to 7 p.m. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I submit that it would then 
mean that the business of the House would commence at 2-15 p.m., we are 
to remain here till 7 p.m. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Well, the business oi the House continues. We 
meet at 2-15 p.m. It is open to tlie Chair to take up either an adjourn- 
ment motion first and allow* two hours’ debate on it and when the adjourn- 
ment motion concludes to carry on the business of the House for a 
considerable period of time, or take up adjournment motions afteiwarda, at 
the end, and give full tw^o hours to it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If I understood you aright, 
Sir, w'hen you fixed the commencement of the meeting of the House at 
2-15 before' w*e parted in August, you fixed only d hours, that is, from 
2-15 p.m. to 5-15 p.m. Then you stated that if you had occasion to change 
the time of the House afterwards, you would consider if it caused any 
inconvenience to the House. If you will kindly look iij) the proceedings of 
that day, Sir, you will find that you increased the two hours’ sitting to 
three hours, l^ou have not yet increased the three hours to 5 hours and 
I hope you will not do so without considering the question of convenience to 
the different parties. Therefore, as I say, the time as it at present stands, 
is from 2-15 to 5-15 p.m., and you are to fix the time for the adjournment 
motion with reference to that time and not with reference to anj^ new time 
that you may fix later on, after, of course, considering our objections, if 
any. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The position, Mr. Mukherjee, is this: Certainly 
the Chair has got to look to the convenience of the members of the House; 
but at the same time I hope you wdll agree with me that the Chair* must 
sec that the business of the House ]).roeeeds. Now*, there are as many as 
21 adjournment motions, and assuming for the sake of argument 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That is not your concern. Sir. Adjourn- 
ment motions have been tabled no doubt, but they are based on certain 
grievances. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Well, I am not discussing the merits of the adjourn- 
ment motions. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: And they are, all of them, very urgent. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, most of them have some importance in my 
opinion and I am inclined to aiiinit most of them on a preliminary examina- 
tion. There are as many as 21 adjournment motions, and supposing 
that 15, or 14 or at least 12 of them are admitted and tbe House gives 
its leave for discussion thereof, they will take about a month. That will 
mean that we shall be discussing only adjournment motions for nearly a 
month ; we bave only 4 days ‘ in the week for discussion of official business 
and I do not think that it is the desire of the House that adjournment 
motions should be taken up on non-official days, nor do I think that it is the 
desire of the House — unjess there is an expression of opinion to the con- 
trary — that the House should sit on a Saturday for consideration of adjourn- 
ment motions. So all the four days in the week may be exhausted in 
considering adjournment motions and even then it will require nearly a 
month to dispose of the list of the adjournment motions that have been 
iabled, without transacting any other business. That will give rise to a 
difficult position. 


Mr. MARIDAS MAZUMDAR: How so, SirP Who is t.' blame for the 
state of affairs that gives tise to adjournment motions? You snouia carry 
dn the bnsmeSB of the House as usual, as you do, Sir, conscientiously and 



in the best interest of the House and of all concerned, You need not look 
at these things — whether the discussion of the adjournment motions will 
take two months or three months or even one month. This sort of calcula*- 
tion is not for you, Sir, to make. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Mazumdar. I cannot forget that 
the main business of the House is the Bill — 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, no doubt, from the point of view 
of the Ministerialist party; but these adjournment motions are also very 
important ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No doubt, they are very important. They are 
going to be taken up and they are not going to be shut out. So we have got 
to extend the sitting hours in view of the fact that there are so many 
adjournment motions. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, our position is that it should be 
taken up at the beginning at 2-15. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, two points have been made out by Mr. 
Mukherjee. He pointed out that under rule 102, the debate might 
proceed up to two hours. This is the absolute maximum. But it may be 
finished in lesser hours. In view of that, he suggests that the debate should 
be brought to a close after two hours in order to permit the business of the 
House to be adjourned, if the motion is carried and if it is not carried, 
the business will proceed thereafter. If that was not the intention of the 
rule, then it would not have been framed for the purpose for which it has 
been actually framed. I would point out that you yourself have 
been good enough to refer to the House of Commons where questions are 
taken at 3-45 and adjournment motions are taken up at 7 or 7-30. But 
the House of Commons sits till 11 or even later at night. Then again, 
the Hon’ble Home Minister in his speech a short while ago detailed the 
procedure follow’ed till now. But so far as the other House is concerned, 
if he looks up he will find that in most cases adjournment motions are 
taken up after some business of the House is gone through and not after 
the business of the House fixed for the day was completed — ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y our suggestion then is that instead of starting 
the discussion at 5 or 5-30, we should start at 3 or after the questions and 
discuss the motion for two hours and then proceed with the business of the 
House? May I have the views of the Government? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Personally, I think that 
this would not be advisable unless and until the Opposition agree to sit up 
to 7-30 p.m. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Obviously they will have to. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Then we are prepared to 
agree to the suggestion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think now the matter is simplified. Both sides 
agree on this point, namely, that we take up the adjournment motion on 
Monday, immediately after the questions, continue the discussion for two % 
hours and then continue with the business of the House . 

Khan 8ahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: After the adjournment motion, if 
there is any time left 

Mr. PRE8IIIENT: What do you mean by “if there is any time left”? 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: We mean, Sir, that we' are not 
nrepared to sit for more than two hours. The question of urgency for 

passage of the Bill about which the Hon’ble Home Minister spol^ has 
been waived by yousrself and the Government by adjourning the House 
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for mor® than one and a half month before the Puja Recess. And now 
the Hon’ble Home Minister comes up before the House with the suggestion 
that it is a very urgent matter, the province will be in dang^ 
and the province will not get the Government of Indians subvention if 
we do not sit till late hours. 

This is a wron^ thing for him to suggest. We feel that we ehonld 
sit as we used to sit normally. 

Mr. tHARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of information. Sir. 

I enquire whether this Bill will have retrospective effect? If this Bill 
has a retrospective effect, then it may be passed at any time, there is no 
hurry. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not going into that question now. It is 
then generally agreed that after the questions we take up the adjournmdat 
motions. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: As regards time, we shall decide 
it afterwards. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; ISo, we cannot decide that afterwards. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN; We shall not sit beyond the normal 
hours. We are not prepared to sit after the normal hours. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the Chair to decide how long the House 
will sit 


I 


Khan Sahib* WAHIDUZZAMAN: But the Chair must look to the 
convenience of all the members and not only look to the interests of one 
particular section of the House, who come and sleep and vote 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope the honourable members would appreciate 
the difficulties of the Chair. You cannot discuss tlie adjournment motions 
only and not proceed with the main business before the House. 
is a proposal to which I cannot certainly subscribe. Then I take it that 
we take up the {idjouniment motions after the questions are over and 
discuss the adjournment motions for 2 hours (Mr. Habidas Mazatmdab: 

If the discussion is finished in less than two hours?) It is so much the 
better 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we wanfto be clear on one point. Do 
you want to have any fixed hour for the meeting of this House or do 
want to fix a certain period after the adjournment motion is discussed, 
for the regular business of the House. I think hours should be faxed and 
may I suggest 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What I suggest is this: we ait at 2 o’clock instead 
of at 2-15 p.m., and after giving one hour for questions, we start at 
3 o’clock to discuss adjournment motions up to 6 o’clock; then trom b p.m. 
we sit till 8 o’clock for the consideration of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOM IN: Sir, may I say a few words on a point 
which requires clarification? 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I am in possession of the House. 
Formerly, we used to sit from 2-15 to 4-15, which you extended first np to 
) p.m., and later on up to 6 p.m. So far we submitted, but there is a 
limit to human endurance. Beyond 6 o’clock, it will be unpleasant an 
therefore here also I think that I shall be expressi^ 
ipiuion of every member of this House, (Mr. Hno UHOWnnuKT . 

No) — of course, barring the non-speaking members, who come an g . 
take no part in .the debate,-that it will be “\jtlndSl 

S o’clock. To sit from 2-15 to 6 was a conc^ion _a^ then you eiten 
the time up to 6 p.m.; but beyond that it is impossible 
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There is another point. There will not be adjournment mdtions every 
•day. You have no doubt admitted that. It is in^ossible. Adjoumment 
motions are not actually discussed every day. If you go through the 
list of adjournment motions, you will find that one motion will cover 
many. For example, as you have taken up my first adjournment 
motion, my next adjournment motion will not arise, because 
whatever I have got to say in the next adjournment motion will also have 
been covered in course of the discussion on the one which you have 
admitted. Therefore, I think that out of 21 adjournment motions, only 
six or seven will remain and out of these six or seven again, there is the 
question of luck and the consent of the President; and then even after 
this formidable obstacle there is the question of objection of the Govern- 
ment Party. To add to this, Sir, from your own experience you know 
that very often the debater do not go for two hours. Therefore, we agree 
to sit till 5-30. From 2-15 to 5-30 is a sufficient concession to Govern- 
ment. We have already given one hour more than the normal 
time, and, as was pointed out by my friend Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, 
Government have partially by their own behaviour waived the urgency 
of the Bill. In view of this, it is not fair for Government to say today 
that unless and until we sit for longer hours the Ganges will be on fire; 
and as for your suggestion that we should sit till 8-30 p.m. ; that was, 
I, believe, only to test the temper of the House and therefore I make no 
comment on that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far I have been able to form ap idea from the 
list of adjournment motions, there will be an adjournment motion almost 
every day. Out of 21 adjournment motions, very few will be inadmissible. 
Four days in a week will be taken up for adjournment motions and there- 
fore, unless we sit longer hours, we shall not be able to dispose of the 
business of the House. There is no getting away from the fact that we 
should continue to sit longer hours. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRU.DDIN AHMAD: Sir, may I make a sugges- 
tion? My suggestion is that we can easily sit at 10 o’clock now-a-days. 
The advocates of the High Court are now free. So we can all sit at 
10 o’clock with a lunch hour in between, and I believe there are rich 
members who will stand us lunches. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you come to an amicable arrangement, I shall 
^‘ousider that point. Now, as . regards the adjournment motion of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir, which has been admitted, I decide that just after 
the questions we shall take up the adjournment motion on Monday and 
continue for two hours it necessary and after that we shall take up the 
business of the House and continue till 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may I make a suggestion? The 
practical result of longer sittings would be that some members would 
remain during the discussion of the adjournment motion, but during the 
discussion of the important Bill the House will be found empty. It will 
not improve the situation in the least. Of course, the time has 
to be prolonged but it should not go beyond 5-30 p.m. In my opinion, 
the adjournnlent motions will not take full two hours in every case. 3 
have looked at the time taken by most of the adjournment motions and 
I find that they do not usually require full two hours. I would, therefore 
propose that for the present, we go on till 5-30 p.m., and see the result, 
and if thereafter it appears that more time is necessary, then we could do so. 

The HottHMe Khviwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I make a practical 
suggestion by way of improvement on the views of the Leader of the 
Opposition? Let the adjournment motions continue for two hours; after 
the adjournment motions, the Bill will be discussed. If the adjoiimment 
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motion is finished in one and halt hours tlien further two hours 
may be available for the Bill; that is hours for the whole day. 
According to the time-table suggested by the Chair, it was 2 to 3 p.m.— 
questions; 3 to 5 p.m. — adjournment motions; find thereafter from 6 to 
8 p.m. — the Bill. Whether the questions will take one hour or half an 
hour is a matter that is in the liands of the members of the Opposition ; it 
is for them to prolong or shorten the period. Then as regards adjournment 
motions, we can take two hours or one hour, that also is in 
the hands of the members. After that, we should sit for 2^ hours for the 
Bill, and that I think is quite fair to the Opposition. The question 
whether the House should have to sit up to 5-30 or 7--i0 p.m., is in the 
hands of the Opposition. 

Mr. iHUMAYUN KABIR: I may submit that what has been stated 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister infringes very gravely the rights 
of the members of the House and is in a way almost a veiled threat. 
I am surprised that so careful aud usually a cool member as the Honourable 
the Home Member should have been carried away suddenly and made a 
statement which he does not generally make. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I suggest one thing'' l>et me adjourn the 
House, foT say half an hour and discuss the matter in my chaml)or. 
Honourable members are weh^ome. 1 would request Cfovernmeiit members 
also to come. We shall discmss the matter till we come to a settlement. 


Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED; Why half an hour'r' T think ten 
minutes will be enough for the purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think ten minutes will be sufficient. 
Will honourable members kindly come to my chamber ^ 

The House now stands adjourned for half an hour. 

(3'he House was then adjourned for half an hour.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have considered the question regarding the 
sitting of the House, aud 1 am glad to announce that it has been 
unanimously agreed that on days on which there will be adjournment 
motions, we start at 2 o’clock and sit up to 6 o’clock and on days on which 
there will be no adjournment motions, start at 2 p.m. and sit up to 
4-15 p.m. This we shall try next week and if this is found unsatisfactory, 
we shall have to extend the hours— th*it was the unanimous agreement. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I rise on a point of 
information regarding a very urgent matter? I will take only two 
minutes. This matter concerns the Hon’ble the leader of the House and 
the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies. The rate at which wheat is 
supplied is Rs. 14 per maund 

Mr. .PRESIDENT: May I suggest Mr. Mukherjee, that you mention 
this matter tomorrow, l^et us now take up the Bill 

Point of privilego. 


Mh HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, before you take up tlie Bill, may 1 
rise on a point of privilege of the House? And this is a matter whmh is 
fairly important and therefore 1 would draw the attention^ of the House 
to it. In doing so I would refer to the Government of India Act, a-^ well 
as to the past procedure in our House. I submit, Sir, tba 
the present Government have in two ways very grossly gone agaiii^st tiie 
privilege of the House— I would refer to the promulgation ot the fuo 
Ordinates during the period when this Hou^ was a recess The 

matter to which I would draw attention is: that we find that on the »tli 
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September, tbe Bengal Destitutes Persons Repatriation and Relief 
Ordinance, 1944, has been promulgated by the Governor as also the 
Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land Ordinance, 1944, during a period 
when you adjourned this House. 

Now, Sir, under the Government of India Act Ordinances can be 
promulgated only under two sections. There is section 88, which says 
*‘It at any time when the Legislature of a province is not in session, the 
Governor is satisfied that circumstances exist wliich render it necessary 
for him to take immediate action, he may promulgate such Ordinances as 
the circumstances appear to him to require’’. Then a particular 
condition 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, may I just interrupt you for a moment? 
I quite realise the importance of the issues you have raised. As a matter 
of fact, it also struck me when I saw the Ordinances in the paper. I was 
also wondering how Government could promulgate them when this House 
was in session. However, I find from the list of adjournment motions 
that there is one adjournment motion standing in the name of Mr. 
Nagendra Nath Moholanobish on this very subject. I think instead of 
spending more time on this question now, I shall be inclined to give 
preference to this adjournment motion after your adjournment motion is 
disposed of and in that connection the entire issue may be considered. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I have only one more submission to 
make. I have no objection to postpone the discussion of this matter now. 
I suggest that this matter may be considered as a Privilege Motion and 
not as an adjournment motion. Because it may not be possible to 
discuss all the issues in two hours. 1 myself shall have certain informa- 
tion to^sk for and draw your attention and the attention of (jovernment 
to a similar breach which was once before committed in this House. The 
then IVesident ])ermitted me to draw the attention of Government to tliat 
matter, but 1 find the Government have not profited by their past 
experience. At that time there was no Government in Bengal, and there 
was an interregnum of 4 or 5 days 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Kabir, I shall consider your suggestion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI QHANDRA G08WAMI; How this matter 
can be discussed as a privilege motion? 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may 1 show how^ this matter should 
be discussed as a Privilege Motion? The Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
who is an economic and constitutional expert is ignorant of the fact that 
an Ordinance interferes with the rights of the members of the Legislature 
to legislate. This is certainly a question of privilege. Such a matter has 
already been discussed previously and you. Sir, very rightly admitted 
that this struck your attention also and you yourself desire that this 
matter should be discussed. However, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
will have plenty of opportunities at the time of discussion of this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I wdll request both Government and honourable 
members not to take more time over this matter. I propose to consider it 
my'self before I express any opinion. In any case, it is a very important 
issue, no doubt^ 

Now% let us take up t' e Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 

Before we take up the Bill, I propose to give my ruling with regard 
to the point of order raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das in connection with 
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amendment No. 145, on clause 6 of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill. I hold that the Cliair has the inherent right to correct 
a slip of tongue. The Chair has no right to revise ihe decision of 
the House, but any hona fide mistake that "vnight o(;cur as it actually 
occurred in announcing tlie decision of the House rt‘gurding the amend- 
ment in question, that mistake can be rectitied by the Chair immediately. 

The correction made hy me was, therefore, in order. As, however, 
there may he a feeling amongst some sections of the Opposition that they 
did not get a chance of dividing the House on the question, ihe Chair 
would be prepared to put it de novo, if that be tlie desire of the House. 

I do not propose to put that amendment to vote today. T propose to 
give both sides full opportunities to marshall their stnuigth. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I enquire whether you are 
going to revise your decision with regard to* that ])oiut of order ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am giving my ruling on it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That was a point of order on your 
decision. Can there be any point of order on your decisional In that case, 
in future we will raise points of order on your decision and ask you to revise 
your decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tn any case, 1 consider that there is an end of the 
matter, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: One thing is to he noticed 
in this connection. We have not yet known the full t(*xt of the judgment 
of the Ap])cal (^nirt in this matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not concerned with the judgment of the 
Appeal Court. This House is immune from the jurisdiction of the Civil 
Court. In any case, I am not going to discuss that question, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Now, the point is this 
that — — 

Mt. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, will you please resume your seat? 
When the Chair is on his legs there should be no interruption. I propose 
to put the amendment to vote on Monday after the question hour, if so 
desired by the Opposition. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Our question was : whether 
you are immune from the decision of the High Court. The High Court 
has opined that this House is not immune 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. That question cannot be considered. 
The matter has been sufficiently considered elsewhere and disposed of. 
Now let us take up the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, the High Court has 
held that your powers are limited within the rules. If you want to gag 
discussion in this way, we are willing to submit. But I would request 
you to look up the proceedings o£ that day and see where wo ended w'hen 
the discussion w^as closed 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. What are you trying to make oiit.^^ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I am trying to make out 
that on the day wdien this matter was discussed 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Which matter? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The maUer about which 
we are now discussing. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: No, the matter is now closed. The matter has 
been sufficiently considered. 

Mr. Moholanabish was in possession of the House and so I call upon 
him to continue. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: On the last occasion I 
was submittinpf to the House that this clause 49 was intended to give 
relief to residents of different countries, provided they have got a 

provision of law under which the residents of Bengal may have similar 
relief in those countries or in those states and that I submit is the basis 
of this provision. Now, what will be urged by the supporters 

of this clause seems to me to be that while you will find in the law 

of the United Kingdom oi in the law of many other dominions a similar 

provision in their Income-tax Law and therefore you are entitled to get 
similar benefit or similar relief in those countries and justice requires 
that you should be prepared jmurself to give that relief to others. That 

I think is or would be the gist of the argument in support of this clause; 

but my submission to this House will be that it is not really the provision 
in the law which would entitle us to get any benefit out of 

a similar clause. It is not the question of a provision in the law. 
It is a question of actual benefit — whether the residents of Bengal can 
have any actual benefit from other countries having a similar provision 
in law with regard t(» their income-lax provisions in llie law. My submission 
will be: that as a matter of fact we, Ihe residenls of Bengal or sons of 
Bengal, really <lo not expecl to hav(‘ any relief from other countries, from 
the United Kingdom, oi* the Dominion. Now this ])rovision in section 49 
of the Bill before the House and similar provisions in section 27. 
1 believe of the English Imtome-fax Act, for relief against double 

taxation is based, it I remember aright on an international agree- 
ment between the United Kingdom, India and several other countries, 
under which all those countries have agreed to make concessions of this 
nature and therefore we find a similar ])rovision in the Indian Income-tax 
Act. But what I would ask honourable members of this House to consider 
is: whether Bengal wmuld be really benefited by a similar provision in her 
law owing to the existence of a similar provision in the law of other 
countries. We are only entitled to tax the agricultural income derived 
from land within this ])rovince and whatever be the benefit that may 
be derived by residents of India with regard to their income from 
outside India and under reciprocal provisions of relief in the law of 
other countries — that would not be available to us, residents of Bengal. 
Bengal will not be in a position to touch any other income by virtue of 
this Act, any income other than income derived from agricultural land. 
That being the position in fact, my submission to the House is that 
provision of tliis nature inserted in our Act will not give us any right to 
reci])rical relief and therefore we should not try by a provision of this 
nature to grant relief to thovse who come from thousands of miles away 
to Bengal, hold land in Bengal, make profits out of it and then carry 
them home, simply In^cause they say that they are being doubly taxed. I 
w^cmld submit tliat it would then really be a case of unjust remission 
of lax. I am afraid, I may be understood to be raising a racial 
cry; but we know that our friends to my left will be the persons 
most benefited hy this provision or are expected to be so benefited. 
I do not grudge them this at all, nor do I grudge it because they 
hold the balance of power in this House. Therefore,- people might suspect 
that the Hon’ble Minioier in charge of the Bill is making a provision of 
this nature in order to placate them, so that this particular section of the 
House through their friends and relations might get some benefit 
or might be relieved from the burden of taxation to a certain extent. 
I am not really looking at this provision from that point of view. I find 
that the Hon'ble Finance Minister has himself made out that this Bill 
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is aimed at raising funds for Bengal, which is now in an extretnely 
difiBcult financial position. Therefore, my submission will be that you 
should not make any provision whatsoever in this enactment which would 
reduce your income. If you consider that fhe actual benefit that 
that section of the assessees or would4)e assessees would get, would be veri 
small, then why ask for it? If you take the rate of the United Kingdom-^ 
the rate of income-tax as at present prevailing — there would be 
very little relief to be granted by Bengal. But that rate might be 
changed at any time and if they get any relief that would go out of the 
pocket of Bengal. There seems absolutely no necessity, neither from 
the point of view of the amount of taxation from which they will g(‘t 
relief or from the position that they would be in, if the present rates in 
Bengal and other countries continue. My point of view will be that the 
amount involved so far as individual assesses are concerned wi}l be very 
small. It may be argued that if the amount is small, why do you grudge? 
My point is that that is not the rt'ason why Bengal should 
give up the tax in favour of those gentlemen who can well afford to pay. 
J, Ihepfore, submit that this provision is entirely unnecessary and the 
provision of reciprocity or theory of reprocity is not apparentU* ai>plicable 
as it will not give any real relief to Bengal. At any rate, the gentlemen 
(ioncerned ought not to grudge the tax which they are to ])ay for earning 
a lot from Bengal. 

My next point is: you should not leave the entire matter to the executive 
as has been proposed to be done in this clause. You do not 
say anything definitely, you merely say that this would be done by 
certain notification in the official gazette: that means, you leave the 
matter and the details to be legislated by the Executive — and legislation 
by Executive has been always taken exception to by the liigliest authority. 
There is no safeguard, no discussion by the members of the Legislature 
and it is really done by the vote of one or two or three ])ersons legislating 
in the name of rules and regulation. In seedion 49 of the 
Indian Income-tax Act, you will find that there is a definit-e provision 
made so far as the United Kingdom is concerned. But so far as other 
places are concerned, section 49 A provides that that may be done by 
notification. In this clause I find that the principles of sections 49 and 
49A of the Indian Income-tax Act have been taken together and here in 
this clause, you want everything to be settl^l by (lovernmept notification. 

1 submit, Sir, tliat if really the Ilon’ble Minister wanted to give some 
relief to those assessees who would be doubly taxed, be should come with 
a concrete proposal so that eveiy one of us would be in a position to consi- 
der and discuss the matter thoroughly on its merits; but to have a blank 
cheque authorising himself or bis department to legislate in this matter, 1 
submit, is objectionable. 

Lastly, I would appeal to the HoiLble the Finance Minister and to the 
members on my left to give up this provision under clause 49 and they 
may 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is 4-15 p.m., already. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 

2 p.m., tomorrow. , 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m., on Friday, the 6th October, 
1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following rnembere were absent from the meeting held on tlie 5th 
October, 1944: — 

(1) Kliau Sahib Nurul Amin. 

(2) Mr. MoaMemali Chowdhury. 

(8) Mr. Iluinajnin Reza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Mohamed Habibullah Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

(G) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed llossain. 

(8) Abdul ]jatift'. 

(9) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(11) Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

(12) 'Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(14) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(15) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 82. 


The Cou^xIL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the bth October, 11)44, at 2 p.ni, being the 
eighty-aecond day of the First Session of 11)44, pursuant to section (i2(^)(a) 
of the (k)vernnient of India Act, 11)45. 

Mr. President (the ITon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Sincjii Hoy, k.c.i.k.) 
was in the Chair. 

Communication from the Government intimating action taken by them on 
Motion under rule 112 of the Gengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules adopted by the Council. 

The SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following com- 
munication has been reciMved from the (iov<‘rnnient intimating the action 
taken by them on the motion, reLuaed to in the sai»l communication, which 
was moved in and adopted by th(‘ (5)un(‘jl on the 4rd March, 1944, under 
rule 112 of llie Bengal Ijcgislative Council Brocedure Buies: — 


^GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
/ Home Department. 


From 


To 


Constitution and Elections. 

S. C. (TIATTKRJl, Fsg!, m.a.. 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal^ 

The SECRETARY, BENOAJ. LEGISLATIVE COUNf^JT. 
DEPARTMENT. 


No. 1)84-A.R., dated Calcutta, the 2nd September, 1944. 

' Subject: — Shipping of cereals and other food, grains and milk powder to 

Bengal, 

Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your memorandum No. 4G8/1L.C., dated the 
14th March, 1944, forwarding therewith a copy of an address presented to 
the Goveriu)! under rule 112 of the Bimgal Legislative (Council Procedure 
Rules on the above subject, and to state that a copy of the address k)gether 
with a copy of the Council ])roceedings relating to the motion haa been 
sent to the (iovernment of India for necessary action. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant;- 
Sd. S. C. CHATTERJI, 


Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 


Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMflAR: Sir, I beg to move that an address hn 
presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of ovM» Sk. 
Under the provisions of the Standing Orders, an adjournment 
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to be moved at the earliest available opportunity; but if Mr. Mazumdar does 
not move his motion but keeps it for another day, tiien his motion will not 
be moved at the first available oi>]iortunity. TLerefore, 1 think that his 
adjournment motion should be moved today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite aqree with you as regards the interpreta- 
tion of the rules. Jbit it has becm the invariable ])ractiee of this House not 
to consider tin* admissibility of another adjournment motion till one 
already admitted is disposed of. According to tlie strict interpretation of 
the rules you are eoriect; but 1 would not like to dej)art from the usual 
practice today, as in that case the 0]>j)osition mif^ht be taken by surprise. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I beg to move : that an Address be 
presented to His Excellency the Governor of Eengal through the Hon’ble 
the Piesident of the Ihmgal litgislative Council requesting His Excellency 
to dirtict that inmiediate steps be taken by the (iovt*rnment of Hejigal ti) 
translate and publish all the proceedings of this House in Hengali in order 
(that the same may be made available to the ]»ublic' in general, and the 
electors of th(* Legislature of Hengal in particuilar, more than ninety-five 
per cent, of wdiom cannot read and wiite English. 

This motion is self-ex])lanatory . Tlierefore, I move it without any 
speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Moti on moved : that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the (Governor of Jlengal through the Hoii’bh* the I’resident 
of the Hengal Legislative C'ouncil r(‘questing His Excelbmcy to direct that 
immediate steps be taken by the (iovernmeut of Hengal t^ translate and 
publish all the i)roceedings of the House in Hengali in order that the same 
may l)e niadt^ available to the public in general, and the electors of the 
Legislature of Jfengal in particular, moje tha.n nmety-fiv(‘ ])er ctuit. of whom 
cannot read and write English. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : 1 beg to support the 
motion . 

(The motion was agreed ito.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 beg to move: that an Address be 
presented to His Exc(dlency the Governor of Hengal through the HoiCble 
the President of the Hengal Legislative Council r(M[m‘sting His Excellency' 
to summon th(‘ Hengal Legislative Assembly without delay for the ])ur])ose 
of considei’ation and ])assing of the following Hills which were piloted 
through the Hengal JiCgislative ('ouncil as urgmit and emergency measun's, 
namely : — 

(J) The Hengal Embankment (Amendment) Hill, 11)44, as passed by 

the Hengal Jiegislative Council, 

(2) The (loroners and Criminal Ibocedure (Hengal Amendment) Hill, 

11)44, as passed by the Hengal Legislativt' (.'ouncil, 

(3) The Hengal Alienation of Agricultural laind (Tem])orary Ibo visions) 

Hill, 11)44, as passed by the Ihmgal liegislative ('ouncil, and 

(4) The Hengal Destitute Persons ( Re]>atriation and Relief) Hill, 1944, 

as ])assed by the Hengal Jiegislative Council. 

I move the motion without any speech, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the Prewsident 
of the Bengal Legislative (^ouncil requesting His Excellency to summon 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly without delay for the purpose of considera- 
tion and passing of the following Bills which were piloted through the 
Bengal Legislative Council as urgent and emergency measures, namely: — 
(1) The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Council, 
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(2) The Corouers and Criminal Procedui-o (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 

1944, as passed hy the Bengal Legislative Council, 

(3) The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land (Temporary Provisions) 

Bill, 1944, as passed hy the Bengal Legislative Council, and 

(4) The Bengal Destitute Persons (Hepal * mtion and Relief) Bill, 1944, 

as passed by the Bengal Ijegislative t'ouncil. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I beg to support the motion 
which has been moved liy Mr. Mazumdar. The motion deals with a ver3» 
important and urgent matter and canoi brook any delay. 

With these words, 1 su])port the motion. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; 1 beg to move: that an 
Address be pres(‘nted to His Kxcelhmcy tl.e (Jov(‘rmM' of Bengal through 
the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative (buncil requesting His 
Excellencv !o direct the Government of Bmigal to tak(‘ immediate ste])s so 
that the direction contained in tlu‘ judgment of tin* Special Bench of the 
Hon’ble High Court of .ludicature at Fort AVilliam in Bcmgal in connec- 
tion with the order of su])ersession of the Howrah Municipality be complied 
with and that tlie Government of Bengal take st(‘i>s in accordance with the 
])rovisions of the Ihmgal Municipal Act to sateguard the interest of the 
rate-payers of the Howrah Municipality. 

I do not think any speech is required in support of my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: tliat an Address be pivsented to 
His Excellency th(‘ Governor of Bengal through tlie Ilon’ble the Ibesident 
of tlie Bengal' Legislative Council r(‘(|uesling His E\cellem\y to direct the 
Goveiaiment of Bengal to take imimMliate steps so that the direction con- 
tained in thc‘ judgmoTit of the S])ecial Btuudi ot the Hon bl(> Higli (aiurt 
of Judicature at Fort AVilliam in Ihmgal in c.onnecd.ion with the ord(W of 
siqiersession of the Howrah Municipality be complied witli and that the 
Government of Bengal take stejis in atauudance with the ]>rf)visions of the 
Jfengal Municipal Act to safeguard the interest of the rate-payers of >the 
Ho w ral i M iin ici i)al i t y . 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Sir, 1 support the 
motion . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (luestion before the House is: that an Address 
be presented to His Ex(dlency the Governor of Bern gal tiirough the Hon’ble 
the President ot the Bengal ' Legislative Council requesting His Excellency 
to direct the Government ot Ihmgal to take iminediate steps so that the 
direction contained in the judgimuit of th(‘ S])ecial Bcmch ot the Hon ble 
High (\)urt of Judicature at Fort AVilliam in Bengal in .connection with 
the order of supersession of the Howrah Municipality be compli(‘d with and 
that the Government of Bengal take steps in accordance with the provisions 
of the Bengal Municipal Act to safeguard the interest of the rate-payers 
of the Howrah Municipality. 

(The motion wms agreed to.) 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move: that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through tlie Hon’ble the Ihcsident 
of the Bengal TiCgislative Council requesting His Excellency on behalf ot 
the Muslim subjects of His Majesty in Bengal to make an imimmiaie 
representation to 'the Government of India to exempt the printing and jmbJica- 
tion of the Holy Quoran, which is daily read by the Muslims serving m -le 
different fronts in the United Nations Armies and Muslim p^yuJa- 

tion, from the operation of the Paper Control (Economy) 
the Government of India, dated June 12, 1944, so as to enable tie us 
to perform their religious duties freely. 
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Sir, the Motion placed before the House is a very simple one. It is 
obligatory upon every Muslim to read the Quoran. This book guides the 
Muslims from birth to grave and every Muslim is bound to read this book 
every day of his life. Many Muslims have been enlisted in the army and 
have been serving in many parts of the world. So a very large number 
of this Holy book will be required for them also. There are 1) crores and 
more of Muslims and this book is required for their reading. So exemption 
should be given from the Paper Control Order for the printing of this book. 
Sir, I need not take much time of the House. 

With these few words, I place my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion nK>ved : that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the (xovernor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council recjuesting His Excellency on behalf of 
the Muslim subjects of His Majesty in Bengal to make an immediate 
representation to the Government of India to exempt the planting and 
publication of the Holy Quoran, wliich is daily read by the Muslims serving 
in the different fronts in the United Nations Armies and otlier Muslim 
population, from the operation of the Paper Control (Economy) Order, 
1944, of the Government of India, dated June 12, 1944, so as to enable the 
Muslims to perform their religious duties freely. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to support the motion. 

(The motion was agreed lo.) 

Mr. NUR AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move : that an Address be present- 
ed to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the 
President of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to 
make an immediate reperesentation to the Government of India urging 
upon them the necessity of immediate revocation of the order of suspending 
Haj sailings so as to enable the Muslim subjects of His Majesty to perform 
one of their obligatory religious duties, namely, the performance of Haj 
at Mecca this year. ^ 

Sir, this is a sinqde motion which also relates io one of the obligahmy 
duties to be performed by the Muslims. Sir, I know that the Govern- 
ment of India have partly withdrawn the restriction ; but my motion goes 
further. My motion says that this restriction which has been imposed 
should be revoked. I do not know the exact figure of the pilgrims who 
have been allowed to go to Mecca this year. So far as my information 
goes, only 600 Muslims from Bengal have been allowed to go on pilgrimage. 
'There is a bitter disappointment in many quarters. JJie pilgrims are very 
anxious even at the risk of their lives to perform this obligat(U‘y duty this 
year. There is still time for the Government (d India to revoke the order 
of suspension. Sir, Bengars Muslim population is about crores and 
the number of people on whom Haj will be obligatory will be more than 
one million. Therefore, I request the Government of India through this 
motion to give larger facilities to Muslims to perform Haj this year. With 
these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’bl^ the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to make an 
immediate representation to the Government of India urging upon thein 
the necessity of immediate t evocation of the order of suspending Haj 
sailings so as to enable the Muslim subjects of His Majesty to perform one 
of their obligatory religious duties, namely, the performance of Haj at 
Mecca [this year. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD; I beg to support the Motion. 
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Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: While supporting this motion I may 
remind the House that it is too late this year because the Haj sailings will 
be over by the 26th of this month if not earlier; but what the Muslims of 
Bengal feel very strongly is the manner in whicli ♦hey have been treated 
by the Government of India in connection with .e Haj sailings this year. 
In the beginning the Government of India were very reluctant to allow any 
Haj sailings; but at the very strong representation of the Muslims of India 
they very reluctantly agi*eed to only two sailings from Karachi and the 
sailings from the Calcutta Port which caters for the i>ilgrims of Bengal 
and Assam were entirely suspended. This has led to a lot of harassment 
and inconvenience to the intending jnlgrims from this j)i()vinct* from which 
the largest number of j)ilgrims go every year to Mecca. T1 um(‘ is a great 
feeling of discontent amongst the Muslims of this provim^e aboui th(‘ manner 
in which they have l)een treated in this matter and it is a inatttM- of g'reat 
importance that this thing should be brought to the notic»‘ of the Govm-n' 
ment of India. The arrangements that were made this year were pet'Mliar. 
The Haj Officer of the Government of India acted in tlu' most Hitlerian 
way overriding the advice and request of all the Port IPij (ommittee in 
Bengal, The procedure be adopted was that intemling pilgrims should send 
their money for ..the tickets as well as for the (‘X]>t‘nses of nedjaj direct to 
the Haj Officer at New Delhi and the officer should send the res(‘rvation 
cards on receipt of wdiicli the pilgrims could start. 

It was pointed out to them by tbo ])iiblic as well as by tli(‘ Port Haj 
Committee of Bengal that this procedure would acl v(‘rv harsblv on tl\e 
intending pilgrims most of wdiom come from llie remol(‘ villages of Bengal; 
and w'hat w^as pointed out by iliem bas a(*iually com(‘ to ])ass. The 
money that was required was sent by fbe y)ilgrims on receipt of th(‘ com- 
munique as ymblisbod in the daily papers; but a.s you know. Sir, the postal 
arrangements in Bengal an^ dilatory, and sometimes quite inadequate: and 
specially in the remote villages of Bengal the postal service is sometimes 
only weekly and even once in ten days, and the result was that although 
these pilgrims sent money for the tickets ihev did not get any r(‘servation 
cards in time. They W’cre, therefore, in a dilemma as to whether to start 
for Karachi or not, because the previous order said that unless they received 
reservation cards they w^ere not to start. Then ajiotber order was pub- 
lished in the newspapers that those wdio bad sent money by the 18tb of the 
last mon'tb could sail even if they bad not received any reservation cards. 
That order was received on the 25tb and the communiiyue said that those 
who reached Karachi before the 80tb, they only could do so. This was a 
physical difficulty, nay an impossibility Perhaps the Haj Officer in Delhi 
thought that all tlie intending pilgrims were in the towns either sitting 
before a business counter or were accessible to radio talks and so forth. 
He did not realise that the religiouh elements in Bengal were mostly in the 
villages and not in the towns, with the result that tben^ were many people 
who sent in money, purchased their tickets but did not get reservation 
cards. But still they came to Calcutta and found nothing to help them. 
So they took their chance and went to Karachi. I do not know whether 
they will he stranded or whether they will have to return. In spite of our 
advice, the Haj Officer refused to listen or alter his procedure. I am afraid, 
the Government of Bengal in this particular department concerned are 
absolutely ignorant of the conditions in Bengal. The Secretary to the 
Government of India, Commonwealth Relations Department, is an I.C.S. 
officer. I believe he is an efficient officer but his adviser is from the 
Punjab. Then there is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the DepnrfnKmt 
from Central India who bas no idea of the Bengal conditions and much 
less about pilgrims and pilgrimage. I did not know that Mr. Nur Ahmed 
had put in a motion like this or that it was to come today, and T Iiad intended 
to ask a short-notice question on Monday in order to elicit from our own 
Government, the Home Department, what ’they have done or have been 
doing in the matter. So far as I know, they never took the slightest interest 
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in the nuitter; iilthoiij^h strong representationH were made to the Govern- 
ment of Uenpi'al to approach and move the (Tovernment of India, 1 am afraid 
iiothin^i^ was done. And now Mr. Nur Ahmed has moved that an Address 
should he presented so that His Excellency the Viceroy should be informed 
of this. 1 am rather pessimist about the re.sult. But this is a matter in 
which I assure you tliat Muslims are very much perturbed. This Haj 
jul^rimage is underlaken once a year and the peo])le are very much eager to 
jK^rforni the Haj. Muslims are not afraid of risking anytliing to perform 
this ])ilgrimage. In th(‘ first ])la(e, the Calcutta Port has been closed for 
this pur])ose and tliey may jmt forward the excuse that on account of military 
reasons ])robably the Indian Oct^an is not safe. (Rai Bahadur Keshah 
Chanoka B \NEi{.rEi-: : It is quite saf<‘ now.) I tihink it is quite safe but our 
knowl(*dge will not ])r(d)ably be aeee])t<‘d. Then again, only two trips were 
arranged for for the whoh* of India. 1^’rom Bengal alone the average 
numlxo' of ])ilgrims wlio go to M<‘cca normally is something like 90t). AVlien 
th<^n‘ is ])lejity of money and there has been no Haj for the last two years, 
there are many ])eopl(‘ who would be very anxious to go for the pilgiimage 
utkI they do nr)t, care if tlndr boats W(ne toT])edoed or met wdth accidents. 

] am afraid, tlie Governirnmt of India have not treated this matter sympa- 
thetically. I would ' re(|uest you to represent strongly tlie, feelings of the 
Muslims in this rcvspect.. This mat.tt‘r will he again dealt with here. I 

])ropose to ask tin* Home Minister who is not ])roba1)ly present here today 

(Voirns : He is hen*.) AVell, if In* is h(‘re, he may tell what action the 
Hon’ble Minist(*r has tak('n in this matter — in what way the (xovernment 
have provided facilities to tin* })ilgrims; wliether they have made any 
communication with the (iovei‘nnn*nt of India jirotesting against the 
arrangement made. The TTaj Conimitt(*e has at ev('ry stage informed the 
(jovernment of th(‘ir inconvenienee. Has any a('tion been taken to move the 
(TOV('rnm(*nt if India in this matter:^ Did this nnitter ever come to their 
notice through news])apers and through the All-India Ilajees’ Welfare 
League and othei' committees P It. is a matter of extr(*me regret that while 
B(*ngal is a Muslim majoT'ity province* and w’here this partciular matter is 
dealt wilh by a, de]>artment predominated b\" Muslims and ]>articularly^ 
wdiere lln* head of the d(‘])artnH‘nt is a pious and religious Musalman, the 
int(*nding Hajis should suft'(‘i‘ in this way. AVith these words, I very 
strongly comni(‘nd this motion to the accc'ptance of the House. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, vhether it is a 
question afft'cting the Muslim or Hindu community or any other community 
in this ])rovince, it is the duty of ever.v member to su]>port a motion of this 
natun*. I cannot understand why it should be nec(*ssary for a member of 
the L('gislatiire to draw tin* attention of Government to such a question of 
vital importance to a particular community^ I do not know what the 
Bengal Government have dom* in this matter: but I think that it was their 
])rimary duty <o move the Govi*rnment of India for pi'oviding necessary 
facilities for the Haj ])ilgriniage. The argument is: that it is unsafe on 
aecouni of the war to nnd(*rtake a journey by steamer. But I think that 
the situation has now considerably improved so as to permit the passage 
of ships through the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea safely^ to the 
Alecca Port. AA^e await an answer from the Hon’ble the Cdiief Minister as 
to what his de])artment has done to ])rovide these facilities to the members 
of the Mxislim community. Sir, it is really^ unfortunate that at this late 
hour it should be necessary' for us to remind the Government of their 
primary duty towards tin* ])eople of this country on an important matter 
like this. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister liimself is a Muslim and as such 
it was his bounden dut; to s('e that these facilities were not stopped for 
which there W'ere no cogent reasons. 

With these few words, T suport the motion and I hope that if the Govern- 
ment have not done any thing in Ihis direction they should take early steps 
to urge upon the Government of India for the immediate revocation of the 
Order. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT; The qtiestion before Ihe House is: that au Address 
be presented to His Excellency the (iovenior ot lleiigal through the Hou’ble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative ('oiineil reqre.sting His Excellency 
to make an immediate rei)re>entation to the Ooyei nmeiit ot India urging 
upon them the necessity ot immediate revocatim of the order of suspmiding 
Haj sailings so as to enable tin* Muslim subji*< ot His Majesty to perform 
one of their obligatory religious duties, namely, tlie performance of Haj 
at Mecca this year. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 l)Cg to move: tliat an Address ])e present- 
ed to His Excellency the tiovernor of Ib'ngal tlirough tin' Hon-ble the 
President of the Bengal Legislativi* (ouncil reipn'sting His I'.Nct'llency to 
make an immediate rejiresentution to tin* (loveniinciit «)! India to make an 
additional allotment of do, 001) bab*s of (doth tor Hcngal in 104-1 to maki' 
up the acute sliorlage of (‘loth in Bengal and to inei(*ns»‘ Hengars ipiota 
to 42,000 hales a montli from other i»rovinet‘S. 

Sir, last year w^e passed tlirough an acute* fnmiin' ol toodstulf. This year 
there is aeuti* shortage of cloth during the tuo great ieslivals of the two 
great communities which inhabit Bengal, nann‘ly, tin* Hindus and the 
Muslims. During the last Id, many Muslims had to jx'rform their prayer 
>vitli a worn-out cloth and siinilarl\ there was sliorlage of clotih during the 
Durga Puja festival. Government of India has fix(‘d 12 \ards ])4‘r head 
of population. According to that calculation, ll(*ngars (|nola comes n]i to 

42.000 bales a month and /)04,000 bales a y»'ar. Hengai's handlooin and 
mills jiroduce 20,000 bales a montli, or 2)0,000 bal(‘fl of year. So 
Hie sliortage is 22,000 pi'r month or 204,1)00 bab*^ a \eai' and this shoringi* 
lias to be met from othei- jirovinees. During si\ monllis of 1011 only 100,01 I 
liales were sent lo Bengal and Assam. lOu* actual d(‘hcil tor tln'si' two 
provinces is 100,414 hub's and tin* total (b'tieit is 2r>>),004 bab*s. Bi'iigul’s 
UK'rcliants wen* entitled lo a (piola from e\-mill, but Hie snpiily ri'ceivc'd 
liy tliem conn's nji to 00 [ler c(‘nt. ot ilu' (juota, according to the ( jovi'i'nmt'nt 
oi India’s fixation. Tb(*r(' was a deficit of 00 jici* cf*nt. of (*b)tb in Bengal 
out of Avbicli Bengal only got 20 per cent. So tlu'rc was a shortage of 20 
per cent, in Jlengal wtliicli resulted in tin' acut<' sliortag(' oi clolb during tin* 
Iavo great festivals to tbe gr<*at liardslii]) of the ]K'o])]t‘. This sliortage will 
be aggravated if we take into account tin* people who have (‘ome into Bengal, 
namely, the labour population and otln'r ])(‘oj)b* who have come into Bengal 
amounting to more than 4 lakhs. If this 4 lakhs weic taken Jnto considcTa- 
tion, this slliortage will be great<u'. Sir, there are 11,000 Avlndesale dealers 
and 40,000 retail dealers in Bengal and many of tliesc' (leab*rs do not get 
their quota in due time and they in most cases resort to black marketing. 
Sir, it is au admitted fact tliat during these Id and Piija festivals peojile bad 
to puri'diase cdotli from the black market at much liiglier juices. To aggra- 
vate the situation, llengal's Jiandioom industry also suffered because out of 

10.000 bales of yarn wbicli msed to be sent to Bengal, Bengal got only 0,000 
bales during tbe wlhole year with tbe n'snlt lliat tlie w(‘avers who used to 
produce Imndloom cloth canild not produce their ('Xjiected (jiiantity. In this 
connection, I pray to the Government of India to give full (junta to Bengal 
according to their fixation, and 1 think every honourable member of this 
House is conscious of this shortage ()f cloth, and J hope that they will whole- 
heartedly support this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: fhat an Addres.s bc^ presenfed to 
His Excellency tbe Governor of Bengal througli tlie Hon’ble tin' Presidc'iit 
of tbe Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to make an 
immediate representation to tbe Government of India to make an addifional 
allotment of 35,000 bales of cloth for Bengal in 1944 to mak(* up lh(' acute 
shortage of cloth, in Bengal and to increase Bengal’s quota to 42,000 bales 
a month from other provinces. 
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Khan Sahib FARiOUDOIN AHMAD: 1 rise to support the motion. 

Rat Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: I am glad that my 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has at last realised the necessity for an increased 
supply of cloth to Bengal. Jt was about a month and a half ago that I 
tried to bring forward by means of an adjournment motion the difficulties 
that were being experienced by tlie people of Bengal in the matter of cloth 
supply. The Hon’ble Minister then opposed the motion on the ground that 
it was inopportune and that in view of the impending visit of Mr. Vellodi, 
the Textile Commissioner, it was not necessary to move a motion for the 

adjournment of the business of the House. He argued (The Hon'ble 

Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mtjazzamuddin Hosain : The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
also mentioned that the matter of cloth supply was not a provincial subject.) 
Well, Sir, I am coining to that. The Hon’ble Minister also added that it 
would not be helpful to move a motion of this nature and that he would 
take up (the question with the Textile Commissioner and point out to him 
Bengal’s difficulties. The Hon’ble Minister also assured us that he would 
see to it that an increased supply of cloth was made before the Id and the 
Buja festivals. Both the Id. and the Puja festivals are over, but the Muslim 
and the Hindu public of Bengal did not get any cloth. I am glad that 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has also pointed out in unmistakable terms that there was 
a hopeless shortage of cloth during the Id and the Pujah. I took some 
pains in going about the streets of Calcutta and Dacca before the Id and the 
Puja festivals and found lo my utter surprise that the shortage was appalling, 
in spite of the assurance given by the Textile Commissioner and the hopes 
held out by the Civil Supply Minister. The only cloth that was available 
was handloom fabrics, the prices of which are mucdi higher than mill-made 
cloth, and it was extremely difficult for the the poor and poorer middle 
class public to ])urchas6 this cloth in the market at high prices. I may point 
out in this connection that the pre-war consumiition of cloth in India was 
IG yards per head per year and on the virtual stoppage of imports the avail- 
able supply can give only 12 yards of cloth per head per year. On that 
basis of allocation, Bengal and Assam — these two provinces constituting one 
zone — were given 961 millions of yards per year. Against this, the Bengal 
mills produced 220 million yards, Bengal handlooms 184 millions and 
Assam handlooms 31 millions leaving a dehcit of 52G million yards to be 
supplied l>y other provinces. I think I should point out in this connection 
that the main supply centres were Bombay, Ahmedabad, Sholapur, Nagpur, 
Amritsar, Cawnpore, Coimbatore, Delhi, Indore, Baroda, Lahore and 
Madras. 

Sir, it is well-known that the mills have been compelled to sell only to 
dealers who are in business with (them during 1940-42. It did not ensure 
the sui)])ly to Bengal even oO per cent, of her deficit and for the balance 
she had to dejiend upon the merchants of other provinces. Such supplies are 
now coming, as the dealers are attracted by the profits of black marketing. 

1 think that unless some definite arrangements were made with the Central 
Government ensuring a regular supply of Beng-al’s quota, acute cloth famine 
in Bengal waiuld be inevitable. In Bengal there were 9,000 wholesale 
dealers, 45,000 retail dealers and 3,000 hawkers handling mill-made cloth 
and yarn costing Its. 40 crores per year. The legitimate profit from this 
business w'as so substantial that there should be no desire for undue profits. 
With regard to the scheme of distribution, which I understand has already 
been prepared by the X^ivil Supplies Department, we do not know what the 
full scheme is ; but from the press note published in the newspapers it 
understood that the Government has made substantial advance in this direc- 
tion. In the abst ce of any scheme I am unable to examine it in detail 
But I think some sort of useful scheme^not paper scheme — with which it h 
possible to put into practice the scheme should be prepared regarding distri 
bution of cloth. It was some time in August that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhra 
wardy, the Civil Supplies Minister, reviewed the position of Bengal witl 
regard to cloth and yarn and pointed out various difficulties about cloth. 
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being sent to Bengal. He suggested that this question would be taken up 
with the Textile Comiuissioner tor clarification of the position. I do not 
know whether the Hon ble Minister, when he had met the Textile Commis- 
sioner, pointed out the ditticulties ; and if he had u^inted out the difficulties 
in the ordinary course a statement .should have been published in the news- 
])apers that tliese points have been discussed and that there was some chance 
of imiu'ovemeiit in the cloth situation in Bengal. It reminds me of the 
administration of the Department ot tlie Civil Supplies or for the iiuitter 
of that administration of any department by the Ministers. It reminds me 
of Cowper’s “My Mothers Picture" — “the duj>e of tomorrow even frt)m a 
child”. We have been duped although we have no doubt been assured 
that cloths will be given before the Td and Pujas; but we have been suddenly 
disappointed and I congratulate Mr. Nur Ahmed for bringing torw’ard this 
motion wdiicli is useful not only tor a particular conniiiinity but to the people 
in general. With these words, I support the motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question btdbre th(‘ House is; that an Address 
be presented to His FiXcellency Ihe (lovernor of llengal through tlu* Hon’ble 
th(‘ Pif'sident of the Bengal Tit‘gisla1ivt‘ ( \)uncil^e(iu(‘st ing His K\c(dlency 
to make an immediate representation to the Government of India to make 
an additional allotment (d' do, 000 bales <d‘ (doth for Ihuigal in 1044 to make 
up the acute shortage of (dotluin Bengal and to increase Bengal’s quota to 
42,000 bales a month from other provinces. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. on Monday. 

Adjournment. 

Tlie (.'nuncil then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Monday, the 9th October, 
1044. 
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Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 6th 
October, 1944: — 

(1) Khan Sahib Nurnl Amin. 

(2) Mr. M. Ali Chowdhiiry. 

(6) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Muhammad Tl. Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(6) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. M. Hossain. 

(8) Mr. A. Latiff. 

(9) Ml. N. N. Mocdcerji. 

(10) Mr. R. Pal Chaudliuri, 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purss^. 

(12) Kluin Bahadur M. Ualiman. 

(Id) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Saiiyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1S44 — No, 83. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 9th October, 1944, at 2 p.m. being the eighty- 
third day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section ()2(-2)(n) of the 
Government of India Act, 19do. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sinoh Koy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUfiSnONS AND ANSWERS 
Test relief work in Contai. 

265. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon bio 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be jileased to state — 

{a) if he has received a petition from Mr. R. Maity (Contai P. ().), 
President, *Bara Chowka and Kalighai F1 o(k 1 Prevention Com- 
mittee, containing suggestions for the test relief work for the 
repair of the general bunds and embankments in the Sobong, 
Bhawganpore, Potashpore, Egra and Contai police-stations in 
the district of Midnapore; and 

{h) if he proposes to start the works before the rains this year; if nf)l, 
why not'^ 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {n) Yes. 

{h) Some of the works were taken up before the rains this year as test 
relief measures and the remaining works w'ere pro})osed to be taten uj) after 
the rains. 

Gruel kitchens. 

266. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(n) if he is aware that large number of gruel kitchens in the adjoining 
districts of (^alcutta were closed by the end of January, 1944, or 
thereabout ; 

{h) the number of gruel kitchens or relief centres now working in the 
adjoining districts of Calcutta; 

{c) the number of destitutes that are receiving relief from the centres 
just at present ; and 

{(1) whether the Government consider the advisability of opening fresh 
relief centres in different parts of the Province at once so that 
the destitutes may have no occasion to go out of their native 
places to the nearest urban stations? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: {a) Yes. 





Howrah. 

24-Pargaiias. 

(b) 

Kitchens 


Nill 

7 


Free grain dole distribution centre 

82 

16 


Milk canteens 


70 

162 


Poor-houses 


Nill 

3 


Work-houses 


Nill 

14 


Orphanages 


1 

5 


Test relief centres . . 


10 

16 

(C) 

Howrah 



20,000 


24-Pargaiis 


. . 

19,634 
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(d) The District Officers have already been instructed to open fresh relief 
centres whenever necessary, so that the destitutes may not have to flock 
urban areas in search of food. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: WiW the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
UH how many fresh test relief centres have been opened in the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the answer is 
dated 28th July, 1944. So I cannot say off-hand how n^any centres have 
been opened since then. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why all gruel kitchens in Howrah have been closed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Dec ause the District 
Magistrate reported that they are no longer necessar}'. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the closing of the poor-houses and work- 
houses also due to the same factor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The poor-liouses and 
work-houses are working in Howrah. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: From the answer it appears that there are 
no ])(»or-houses and work-liouses in Howrah. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They have been again 
started. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: How many poor-houses and work-houses 
have been opened since that day? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Reappearance of the destitutes in Calcutta. 

267. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the* Honble Minister in 
charge of the Ueveiuu* Department be pleased to state — 

{a) if lu' is aware that every day emaciateil and ill-clad destitutes are 
making tlieir ap])earance in large number in Calcutta from the • 
adjoining districts; and 

(If) if so, what steps |the Government are going to take to deal with 
these destitutes before it is too late? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Some destitutes 
are coming to Calcutta, but their number is not large nor are they notice- 
ably ttinaciated. 

a Government have already taken steps to deal with the destitutes 
3 utta. They are collected from the streets and housed in the different 
Destitutes’ Homes opened in Calcutta, clotlied and fed there, and are ulti- 
mately repatriated to tlieir village borne. In all distressed areas there are 
a number of poor-houses and work-houses for taking care of destitutes. 
Free doles are also regularly distributed to such destitutes as prefer to live 
in their own homes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please give us 
some idea about the fign^-es of the destitutes who are coming to Calcutta 
or who have come to Calcutta in July and August? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell us 
what is the standard by which he estimates the emaciation of destitutes? 
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TN Hjm'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: I mav tell the hooaour- 
eble member that this answer is dated 31st July, 1944. If he wants more 
recent inlormation, I can siijiply that afterwards. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; I shall certainl; be thankful to the Hon^ble 
Minister for additional information ; but iiiy question was : how is the 
standard of emaciation to be measured? Is it by comparison with tha 
honourable members who occupy the Treasury Bench? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: There cannot bo anv 
standard tor emaciation certainly, but every one has got a general idea of it. 

LALIT CHAMDRA DAS: With regard to (a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please explain that unless these de.stitules are noticeahlv emaciated 
from day to day, how is it that we find destitutes dying, as reiiorted in the 
newspapers.-' How are these deaths taking pla(‘e if tliose destitutes are not 
emaciated ? 

TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: What is the question? 
Will Mr. Das please repeat it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My (jnestion is this: Kvervdav we 
notici' in tlie p^ipers that so many destitutes are dying in the hospibils etc 
How can that be unless the destitutes that are ‘coming to (hdcutta were 
noticeably emaciated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am sony that I 
have not yet been able to follow the actual question. 

TT CHANDRA DAS: All right, for the ehnddation of the 

Hon ble Revenue Minister 1 shall be prepared to repeat the question. It 
IS this: I hoiie the Hon’ble Minister knows that everyday in the newspapers 
we read of deaths of destitutes in ho.spitals; do you follow this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then how do yon reconcih‘ this fact 
wdth your reply that these destitutes are not noticeably emaciated? Will 
you pleavse explain? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No doubt, some desii- 
tutes are being admitted to hospitals from day to day, but I do not exactly 
follow what emaciation has to do with the admission of the destitutes to 
hospitals. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You were saying that these destitutes were not 
noticeably emaciated; but Mr. Das’ contention is that the hospitals are 
reporting deaths from starvation of destitutes everyday; so they must be 
emaciated, otherwise they would not die. That is the point of the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I see; but as I have 
already pointed out, the answer was framed in July. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether the number of such destitutes who are coming to Calcutta is on 
the increase or on the decrease? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: These destitutes are 
dying from various illnesses. 

j ^^^AYUN KABIR: No, no; that is not my question; it is quite 

difterent. It is stated in the answer that the number is not large; is 
the number of destitutes coming to Calcutta on the increase, or is there a 
variation? Or, if there is a variation, >vhether this variation is on the side 
of increase or decrease? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: For a detailed answer 
I must ask for notice. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Actp 1938. 

288. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if his attention has been drawn to a letter published in a Calcutta 
Weekly of the 16th June, 1944, containing allegations against 
the violation of the provisioiivs of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1938, by the Manager of the Kettlewell, Bullen and 
Company, Limited, Bowria, Howrah ; and 

(h) whether any action has been taken to enquire into the said allega- 
tion; and if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) and (b) Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What is the result of the enquiry in this 
respect ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The report of the 
Collector is being awaited: it has not yet been received. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister give direction 
so that enquiries are made with regaid to each item of the grievanc'es 
to whic'h attention was drawn in the said publication in the papers? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The difficulty was 
that the lionourable member did not mention the paper in which it was 
published. So, we had to trace the copy of the report for detailed report 
from the Collector. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what he 
means by the answer ‘‘Yes”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: “Yes means that 
action has been taken to enquire into the said allegation. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What action has been taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The Collector has been 
written to to enquire into the matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With regard to the statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister about the name of the paper not being given, I believe the duty of 
the office was to send the cutting with the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The cutting was not 
. sent originally. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the adjournment 
motion of Mr, Humayun Kabir. Mr. Kabir. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move: that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the refusal of permission by the Additional District Magistrate of 
Faridpur to the Krishak-Praja Samity, Faridpur, to hold a public meeting 
at Bakhunda in police-station, Faridpur, on the 27th August, 1944. 

Now, Sir, my honourable friends might ask: why this particular 
occasion should be chos *i for bringing in an adjournment motion 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is it not proper that the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister should be present to listen, to this debate? 

(The Hon’ble the Home Minister was entering the Chamber at this 
moment.) 
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Mfi PRESIDE HTs He is there. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am glad to find ths^t the Hon’Me the Home 
Minister is cM^ming perhaps in psychological sympathy with niy honourable 
friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I hope this piritual affinity between the 
two will be carried further, so that we may have more harmony in thi® 
House and less acrimony than we have had in the past. 

However, to proceed with the subject. 1 was saying that it may at first 
sight seem that the question of a particular meeting in a not very well- 
known part of a particular district is not very important. 1 want to urge 
through you upon the House the public imjxirUince involved in this matter. 
Every honourable member of this House knows that recently, 1 think, it w'hs 
on the 24th August, .1944, an order was promulg-ated on behalf of the 
Government of Bengal declaring that no public meeting or public assembly 
would be allowed unless previous permission had been obtained therefor. 
When we first saw tlmt order, we were astonished at this order curtiiiling 
the rights and privileges of the citizens of this province: Why in this way 
restrictions should be imposed preventing the people at large from discussing 
those questions which are of vital imjiortance to tin' province!'' Eurther, we 
thought that this order was unjustified and 1 think that every member of 
this House will admit tlmt today there is veiy little justification for a general 
order oi that type. In the past, sonielimes public rights have been curtailed 
in times of emergency or when gmve difficulties were apprehended. Indeed, 
•when there was fear of any breach of the public peace, occasionally orders 
like these have been promulgated with the result that meetings could not 
be hehl without obtaining previous permission. At the beginning 4)f the 
war, such an order was enforceil in Calcutta. I should have thought that 
with the passage of time when there has been distinct improvement in the 
war situation, all those apprehensions have liecome memorie.s of the past. 
It seems that this had actually been reC'Ogni.sed to he so; for that order is 
found practically withdrawn!. In fact, tor nearly a year or so public 
meetings have been held all over Beng-5!! without any iuterf(‘rence from the 
local authorities or without any reference to the authorities, n-ot. to speak 
of any previous permission being taken. 

Now, Sir, I W'ould like the Hon'ble the Home Minister to tell us what 
suddenly happened in the middle of August last that he should have issued 
a general order prohibiting meetings all over Bengal. In the past, a public 
meeting had often been defined as a meeting which has been organised 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. Is the 
honourable member speaking the motion w'hich is on the agenda and of 
which he has given notice? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should think so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am afraid the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
has not been able to collect his w’its at the moment. 1 am talking on the 
motion of which I had given notice and which I moved a few minutes ago 
w'ith your permission. 1 w'as discussing the general principle which underlay 
that particular order which we are discussing in connection wuth this motion 
at the moment. I think, Sir, every member of this House know's that when 
you are discussing a particular order, w'e are wdthin your , rights and not 
only within your rights, but it is necessary for us to discuss the principle 
or the law under which that order is issued. Therefore, Sir, at the moment 
I was preparing the background and I was suggesting to the House the 
reasons why we are discussing that particular order in the adjournment 
motion 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of information. 
Will the honourable member kindly inform tfie House when this notification 
prohibiting general meetings was published? 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABiR: On the 24th of August, 1944. That is the 
order which we are referring to. My contention is that this order was 
altogether unnecessary, uncalled for and without any justification whatso- 
ever in the context of the present political situation in the province. 
Indeed, Sir, it was passed in a most extraordinary manner at a time when 
the political situation in India had shown no signs of deterioration and when 
the military situation did not require any kind of curtailment of public 
liberties. If there had been any cause or apprehension of breach of the 
public peace, that was probably two months ago. If during the months of 
May, June and July any such older was passed, we could understand it; 
but when the political situation showed no signs wliatever of deterioration, 
when there was no reason whatsoever for an order of this kind, suddenly 
this particular order was issued 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I enquire if orders were issued to the District 
Magistrate of Faridpur under the general orders of the Government ? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am coming to that in a moment, Sir. 
That is the background in which the cause of this adjournment motion 
arose. Now, Sir, we had made preparations for holding meetings in 
different parts of the district and on this particular day, viz., the 27th of 
August a meeting at Bakhunda luad been announced pretty long time l>efore 
this order had been pr-omulgated. Now, as I stated at the outset, I do not 
know what was the i*easoii why the IJon’ble Minister had issued that order. 
We saw that order published in the newspapers on the 24th August and on 
the 25th we informed the District Magistrate that this meeting had been 
arranged beforehand and that all arrangements had been ooniplete. The 
reply given by the District Magistiate was that as the notice had been very 
short he could not give us permission to hold that meeting. 

Now, Sir, my contention is twofold. First of all, that a general 
prohibitory order of that nature was quite unnecessary, quite iin justified and 
constituted an unwarranted interference with the rights and liberties of the 
citizejis of the province. There was no reason whatsoever as to why (^vern- 
ment should prevent public discussion of its own policy or its different 
administrative acts. That is the general objection which I have towards the 
order. In addition to that, there is a specific grievance that even after the 
general order had been pased why should the Distiici Magistrate refuse 
permission for holding a meeting to a well-constituted and recognised party 
which is f^iirrying on its parliamentary activities for a long time and which in 
course of its parliamentary activities is regularly holding meetings in almost 
every district of this province. These are my two specific questions to the 
Hoirble the Home Minister. He has to justify, first of all, his general 
order. What was the change in the situation of Bengal which necessitated 
the abrupt ])romulgation of such n prohibitory order? Why this tranquil 
province had to be disturbed? Or I may put it this way: wdiy did it become 
necessiiry for the Government of Bengal, as represented by its Ministry, to 
disturb the public equanimity and create a feeling of nervousness in the 
public mind ? I am sure every honourable member will agree with me that 
whenever an order is passed restricting the liberties of the public without 
adequate reason, the reaction in the public mind is that something very 
serious must have happened, otherwise tfie Ministry would not have acted 
thus insanely. Here, I must admit that the public generally pay them the 
compliment of thinking that the Ministry is not insane. And, therefore, 
when in that perfectly quiet atmosphere and tranquil condition of the 
province a general order, a drastic order of this kind, is passed, the first 
reaction on the public mind is that something serious is brewing which the 
public know nothing of. Therefore, I might charge the Ministry with 
creating a feeling of nervousness in the public mind and consequential dis- 
quietu(& in the province. There may be two reasons for this action of 
theirs. On the one band, something might have happened which warranted 



1944 .] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1831 


such order ; or it may be that the Ministry^ were afmid of public criticism. 
It knew that some of its actions of last year have not been quite free from 
criticism ; it is liable to criticism and time and aj?ain it has found it difficult 
to explain away its actions before the public. Therefore, they might feel 
t^t since they were not able to face the coun" % for justifying their policy, 
since their actions and programme w'ere not supported by the country at 
large and since in the Assembly they had been losing their strength from 
day to day 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kabir, you had better come to your point, 
namely, the promulgation of a general prohibitory order. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: That is what I am doing Sir. 1 am explain- 
ing what their general order may be due to. It is due 1*, the fact that 
they feel that the record of their actions is not such as to command the 
support of the public; it may also be attributed to the fact that they are 
afraid of facing the public lest their actions and inactions might be exposed 
or revealed to the vast multitude of the masses in so far as they failed to 
solve the f(Kjd problem of the province as well as many of our most vital 
and outstanding difficulties. It is this apprehension in the mind of the 
Ministry wliich was responsible for this general order. Frrlher, it might 
be that because of this apprehension, the District Magistrate — 1 Imve nothing 
to say against him personally — I do not even know who he is — did not think 
it proper to allow the meeting to be held. 1 would, therefore, ask the 
Hon’hle the Home Minister to reply to these two questions, namely, what 
is his justification for issuing a general order like tiiis}^ If he can adduce 
any evidence and convince this House as to why an ordei’ should he issued 
curtailing the right of the citizens to liold public meetings, then' we are 
prepared to consider the (juestion. Was it an att(‘mpi hy (Tovernment to 
stifle the Opposition or was it an attem])t to pi’event the Opposition from 
placing various grievances Indore th(‘ public:^ Sometimes the su])porters 
of the Ministry try to ])revent meetings by organising a demonstration of 
hooliganism. Are we then to understand that this sort of order is to 
legalise those acts of hooliganism on the part of tlie suppf)rters of the 
Ministry H This general order seems to have been issued either for 
encouraging or conniving at the orders of their subordinates uj>holding such 
hooliganism and disturbances by the .supporters of the Ministry. These are 
my two questions and if the Hon’ hie the Home Minister can satisfy me upon 
these two points, I may assure him that I shall withdraw the adjournment 
motion which I am moving now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that this CV)uncil do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the refusal of permission by the Additional District Magistrate of Faridpur 
to the Krishak-Praja Samity, Faridpur, to hold a public meeting at 
Bakhunda in police-station Faridpur, on the 27th August, 1944. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I would like to intervene 
in this debate at this early stage. I shall show to the honourable members 
of this House that the apprehension which the mover of the motion has 
given expression to is absolutely groundless and that there is no basis for 
the complaint that has been made. I know this information will deprive 
some of the honcunable members of the opportunity of giving vent to their 
eloquence. In this connection, I want to mention, Sir, with your permis- 
sion, that adjournment motions are very serious matters as they interfere 
with the normal business of the House. I may suggest that the honourable 
meinbers should utilise the procedure of putting short-notice questions for 
eliciting information on matters like these, and this will save a great deal 
of the time of the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. On this 
particular subject, I sent in a short-notice question which was due to have 
been answered on the 5th last. 
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The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I am sorry it had not been 
placed before me. Otherwise, I would have certainly answered this short- 
notice question. As a matter of fact, I feel that we ought to have issued 
a communique at the time when this notification was published on the 24th 
August last. That would have clearly removed all misunderstanding. I 
may, however, state for the information of the honourable members that 
whoever approached me at the time when the notification was issued, I 
explained to all of them that the situation which was there before the 24th 
August last had not been altered in any way by this notification. The 
reason of this notification was this : we were advised by our legal experts 
that there was .some technical legal defect in the wording of the notifica- 
tion which was promulgated before. We, accordingl\% wanted to improve 
the draft of that old notification. So we re-issued the notification on the 
24th August. 

1 may here explain the position as it was before the 24th of August. 
The honourable members will remember that soon after we took over office 
in April, J94d, we issued a Press-Note saying that although the prohibitory 
notification was there, yet we had given instructions to the District Magis- 
trates to allow })ublic meetings to be held all over Bengal without any 
Ijermission being asked for, except in Calcutta, Dacca and Midiiapore. The 
result of that l^ress-Note was that permission was given to hold meetings 
freely without any hindrance whatsoever tlirougliout Bengal. The fact that 
this Ministry had removed one of the main grievances of the })ublic relating 
to the right of free speecli w'as acknowledged, .1 believe, in the Press and by 
^ioine members of both the Houses. As I stated before, the legal position is 
that the old notification exist.s and the Magistrates, if they like and if they 
think tliat there is a very serious danger to the jmblic peace, can use that 
})Ower. But tiiey liave been clearly given to understand that unless there is 
any serious apprehension of breatdi of the jiublic. j)ea(.*e, this power should 
not be used and that meetings c-ould be held without permission being asked 
for. Indeed, the fact that this notification was again imblished on the 24th 
of August, has not led to any change of policy which is obvious from the 
fact tliat all over Bengal meetings are still being lield without having to 
obtain such permission (Mr. Bankim Chandba Mvkhekjek: No, Sir, No.) 
and we have not received any comjdaint from any (luarter. I have heard 
shouts of “No, no” from some honourable members; but as far a'S I know 
there has been no specific case of meetings being stopped. (Mr. Bankim^ 
Chandba Mukhebjee: I have got documentary evidence in this respect.) 
It may be, but I would like to state liere that at the present time the ])osition 
IS this that we are exactly in the same situation as we were before the 24tli 
of August ; that is to say, exce])t in (Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore, meetings 
can be held without permission being asked for 


IT MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. The 

Hon hie the ( hief Minister states that the notification stands and that 
there IS a I ress-Note to the effect that if there is no serious apprehension of 
breach of the public peace, meetings may be allowed to be held wutliouf 

thTZrP wnw"’ ^ tl'** people know beforehand 

that there will he a breach of the Reace so that they luiffht go through the 

^piahty of obtaining perrais.s]on for holding a meeting. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly reconcile these two conflicting points? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have made it absolutelv 
clear and the Press-Note to which I have referred and which has been 
{feneral public and the political parties in Bengal also 

Cf!. i t without permission 

being asked for. (Mr. T alit Cjiandka Das: That was before the ‘>4th. 
August.) Certainly but after the 24th August also tC position 

HoL we have not cancelled our instruc- 

taons to the District Magistrates, the position still remains exactly 
the same, and at the present moment except in Dacca, Midnaporp 
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and Calcutta, the public are entitled to hold meetings without 
asking for permission. If at any place owing to misinterpretation of the 
Press^ote meetings have been stopped, I can give the House an assurance 
that (interruptions by Mr, Haridas Mazumdar) 1 am prepared to issue 
another Press-notification making it clear tluw our instructions to the Dis- 
trict Magistrates remain the same, so that they may permit meetings to 
be held in any place, except in the districts of Dacca, Midiiapore and 
Calcutta without obtaining previous ]»ermission tlierefor. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That notification with reference to 
other districts then goes out ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am sorry ihat it is very 
diflScult to explain to Mr. Mazumdar what all his colleagues have under- 
stood very clearly and I am afraid, as I said the other day, one cannot go 
beyond what is plain English. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, but one should use a language 
which one knows fully. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Therefore, f think the House 
will realise that the elo(iuence of my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir about thi» 
so-called restriction on public meetings was misplaced in so far as he thought 
that the Ministry was afraid of public (Titicism. As a matter of hu t, our 
first step after assuming office has been to give to the x>ublic freedom of 
speech and w'e still maintain that ])osition. We an' not afraid of criticism,, 
because hy the grace of (lod we have nothing to be afraid of ; -what we liavo 
done is on the record — clear and clean. As regards the particular ])lace to 
which reference has been made in the motion umler discuission, the meeting 
was 'st(»])])ed because sufficient mdice was not given to the Dislri(‘t Magistrate 
and application also was not mad(‘ in proper time. Therefore, the District 
Magistnite intimated that permission would be given if jiermission was 
souglit after giving sufficient notice. And so we find that when the jiarty 
applied again for permission on 4th September, 11144, to hold a meeting on 
lOlli September, 1944, at the same {dace, permission was given to hold a 
meeting. Therefore, it is clear that the Ministry or its supixirters were 
not afraid of any criticism that might be levelled against them at the 
meeting in Faridpur. Unfortunately, the record of Faridpur is .rather 
“loaded”, as niy friend Mr. (iroswami says. There have often been frictions 
at meetings that have been held in Faridpur district during the last 7 years 
and npt only during the period we have been- in office, hut during the last 
7 years on several occasions •neeliiigs held both in the towui and in the 
rural areas have ended in trouble and the [police had had to intervene and 
take action. 

So, if the District Magistrate thought that it was necessary that he 
should have adequate notice before a meeting is held in view’ f)f the 
frequency of troubles in the district, then it would not, I think, he quite 
fair to criticise the action of the Magistrate. I may say liere for the henefit 
of Mr. Humayun Kabir that I have since had discussion with the District 
Magistrate and told him that it was not our policy to stop meetings, as 
used to be the policy of the past Ministry w’hen we were in the Opposition. 
I have also said that meetings should not be stopped unless there is serious 
danger of breach of the peace and that generally permission should alw^ays 
be given. I hope I have sufficiently cleared up the matter and T think it 
will not he necessary to further press the adjournment motion. I hope the 
honourable member, in view of the clear statement and the assurance given 
by me that there has been no change of policy as regards the right of hold- 
ing public meetings, will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, I would like to suppoH 
the adjournment motion that has been moved by my honourable friend 



1834 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[9th Ogt.^ 


Mr. Humayun Kabir with rej?ard to the refusal of permission by the Addi- 
tional District Magistrate of Faridpur to the Krishak-Praja Samity to hold 
a public meeting at Bakhunda in police-station Faridpur on the 27th 
August, 1944. 

Sir, we have heard the Hon’ble the Home Minister just now. I do not 
know whether his speech was by way of explaining the real situation that 
has been created by reason of *the promulgation of the order, dated the 24th 
August, 1944, or whether he wanted to make it clear that the situation in 
the Province of Bengal is the same as it was before the 24th August, but 
that there was some technical flaw in the previous notification which was 
sought to be clarified by the fresh notification. I could not understand, 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister wdien he said in the same breath that he had a 
discussion with the District Magistrate of Faridpur and he had stated to him 
definitely and categorically- -possibly these were his words — that he did not 
want to stop meetings unless there was serious apprehension of the breach 
of the peac-e. He stated in the same breath that he was going to issue a 
fresh statement which would make it clear that public meetings will be 
allowed to be held throughout Bengal excej>t possibly in the three places 
which he mentioned and to which 1 will come later on, namely, Calcutta. 
Dacca and Midnapore, without permission. I would ask ihe honourable 
members to note the words “without permission” with particular care, 
because I will presently refer to the statement of the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister in this House when I moved another adjournment motion a short 
time ago in connection with a conference which w'as organised hy the 
Scheduled Castes — I mean the Lora Conference in the district of Barisal — 
but was banned by the present Ministry. 

I think that the Hon’ble Minister was indulging in a lot of inconsis- 
tencies which could not be reconciled with one another. It is therefore 
ne(5essary that when issuing a fresh statement which he has promised to us 
today the Hon’ble the Home Minister wn>uld not indulge in conflicting 
etatemeui, but tliat he would clearly stale lhat meetings will he allow^ed to 
be held throughout Bengal without permission and that the Distrird Magis- 
trates concerned should notify if they think that there is any a])j)rehensi()ii 
of the l)rea(di of the peace anyw'here that meeting wdll not be allow^ed to be 
held unless previous permission is souglit and obtained. 

Now, J would like to refer to some of the incidents to which T referred 
in the- beginning. From the facts wdiich we have heard from Mr. Kabir 
with reference to this meeting, w^e know that the authorities were awmre 
of the meeting sometime before the fixed date. The meeting had been 
announced and the leaders from Calcutta had reached the place when the 
order of the District Magistrate refusing permission was communicated to 
them. Only the other day wdieu 1 moved the adjournment motion relating 
to the banning of the conference organised by the Scheduled Castes people 
at Lora, we were told by the Hon’hJe the Home Minister that the action 
was taken as a tem])orary measure in order tliat an agrarian trouble which 
cropped up in the neighbourhood led the^ authorities to believe that the 
holding of the conference would not be safe. I pointed out in course of 
the discussion of the adjournment motion relating to Lora that the apprehen- 
sion w’as absolutely unjustified ; as a matter of fact it was nothing but an 
act of interference wdth legitimate public rights to hold a meeting as was 
announced some time before, and for which permission wms also granted 
by the local authorities. That time, Sir, it w^as the Scheduled Castes people 
who had been attacked by the present Home Minister, possibly on the ground 
that they were going to consolidate Scheduled Caste opinion against the 
Mon ble Ministers belongi-ig to the Scheduled Castes. As a matter of fact, 
we also pointed out that at the same time the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
and the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy held a Muslim League Conference in 
Dinajpur for the purpose of consolidating public opinion in favour of the 
Mu-slim League propaganda about “Pakisthan”. It is well known that the 
Krisak-Praja Party is a formidable group opposing the present Ministry in 
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the liegislative Assembly and in the Legislative Counril and the meeting 
was organised after the Assembly had been prorogued. The Hon’ble 
Ministers apprehended that if the meeting was allowed to be held at Faridpur, 
they would organise and consolidate publi(‘ opinion ag:iin>t the jiresent 
Ministry which it would be <litiicult for 1 )k. present Ministr^r to break 
through. It is needless for me to refer the landslides from the Ministerial 
Party as the sequel to which a large number of their adherents had crossed 
the floor and had joined the Opposition. We do not understand what other 
rea-son there could have been for the purpose of banning the meeting in 
q^uestion. In his answer to the adjournment motion moved by me regarding 
the Lora Conference, the Hon'ble the Home Minister stated that i)ublic 
meetings were being allowed to be held throughout Bengal without any 
permission being necessary for the purpose. I would like to know whether 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister in his statement before this House on the 
occasion really wanted to assert •something which was the >tate of things as 
prevailing in the j)rovince, or whether it w'as a mere statement to lioodwdnk 
the honourable members of this House w’hereas the real state of affairs so far 
as the province is concerned was just the contrary. 

Sir, 1 w’ent to Kharagpur in tin' district ot Midn;>]n)ic o.id organised a 
meeting t-o be held there for the ])nrj>os(‘ of considfoing thi‘ altitude of the 
local people with regard to Rajaji’s formula for Communal Settbonenl tliat 
w'as then under consideration, I was told tliat no mei'ting crinld l)e lield 
w’ithout the permission of the Siibdivisional Ofhccr. 1 ])ersonally saw the 
Suhdivisional Officer of Midnapore and wanted ])ermis^ion to hold the meeting 
on the same date, as T could not wait. The Suhdivi''ional Officer, how'ever, 
refused to grant me tlie jiermis'siou saying that no ])ermission could be 
granted unb'ss a I’epoi't was olitaimnl from tin* local officers and it was 
necessary that at least *1 days’ previous notic'e should lx* given. Tlie refusal 
of tlie ]»ermission of the Additional District Magistrate of Faridjiur now' in 
question is anotlier instance. It is therefore (dear that, the statement ot the 
Hon'ble tlie Home Minister was merely a camoutlage and that authorities 
throughout tlie ju’oviiice had oT‘ders just the contrary to what was asserted by 
the Home Minister on the floor of the Houm*. We w'ould n'liuest the Hon’ble 
the Home Ministi^* to explain how lie made this statement on the earlier 
occasion when public meetings w^ere being refused thi'ougbout tin* province. 
If lie bad issued orders subsequently to hi.s statement in the House he should 
explain wdiat was the reason for that attitude. If, however, the order was 
existing from before, w'e would like him to state wliat led liim to make the 
assertion that he did on the floor of the House. It is a matter for serious 
consideration and the Hon'ble the Home Minister should realise that, bis 
position being that of Chief ‘minister ot this province, he .should not make 
statements on the floor of the House wdiicli are really not in agreement with 
but just coutrary to the state of things in the province, I liave got the 
letter w'hich I wTote to the Suhdivisional Officer of Midnapore on the 5th 
August, 1944, and I may read it. It is as follows: “Sir, I wniuld like to 
state that the inhahitant.s of Kharagjmr (Midnapore) intend to hold 
a meeting 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, you need not refer to the terms of 
the letter for w'e are discussing a particular motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It is a matter which has 
arisen directly out of the remarks of the Hon’ble the Home Minister to the 
effect that after resumption of office 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite realise that 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Mukherjee, however, 
does not say that Midnapore was already excluded. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: When he spoke on the 
Lora Conference adjournment motion, the Hon’ble Home Minister did not 
say anything about the exclusion of certain districts from the general 
principle. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: However, please try to confine yourself to the point 
at issue. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 am within my motion 
1 trust; but if the Ilon’ble Home Minister wants to issue a statement 
he should make the position cletir and I think I am within my rights 
in bringing his attention to this matter. Now I may continue with my 
letter: the inhabitants of Kharagpur intend to hold a meeting to consider 
the formula of the Rajaji at p.m. But he wrote back to say that the 
Superintendent of Police’s oiunion should be taken, etc, 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I could have said a lot of things on this 
subject but the statement of the Hon’ble the Home Minister has made the 
situation easier and I will only refer to some points which have arisen from 
the statement. It will appear that the notification in (juestion is dated the 
17th August, 1944, No, 4248P. and runs as follows “in exercise of the power 
conferred by sub-rule (i) of rule 50 of the Defence of India Rules, and in 
supersession of notification No. ld84P., dated the 4th March, 1944, the 
Governor is pleased to make the following order”. It is clear therefore that 
it is a fresh notification and that notification No. ld84P. of the 4th March, 
1944, was done away with. Now this being therefore clearly a fresh noti- 
fication, the reasons for this should have been made clear. One of the 
remarks in the Hon’ble Minister’s statement is to the effect that there is a 
lacuna in the previous order, but what that is has not been pointed out. 
In any case, it would appear that this notification is an all-embracing one, 
covering the whole province, not only Calcutta, Dacc-a and Midnapore. 

Now, Sir, in this notification we find that “for the purpose of 
securing compliance with or preventing any contravention of clause {a) of 
paragraph I of this order an officer authorised under paragraph 7 may, by 
an order in writing, direct that no person shall, during such period as may 
be specified in the order, convene, organise, hold or take part in any public 
procession, meeting or assembly unless (a) written noti(‘e of the intention 
to hold such prcjcession, meeting or assembly has been previously given to 
such officer ” 

If really after the press-note had been issued by the Ministry it was 
inteiuled that meetings should be allowed to be held without permission, 
nothing was assured in this notification itself. The notification could have 
said : that without previous permi.^sion no meetings should be held in 
Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore. This has not been done. On the loth June 
last at the time of the discussion of the Lora Conference the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister thus observed : “Sir, those members sitting over there supported 
a Government which banned all public meetings, whicli banned all proces- 
sions and which banned all freedom of sj)eech. It is surprising that they 
accuse us of depriving them of their civil liberties. As a matter of fact, at 
present excejit in one or two places you can hold meetings without permis- 
sion anywhere you like and speak whatever you like; yet look at the?; 
righteous indignation, because one particular conference has been banned 
at a place where there was a serious danger of rioting and spreading of 

communal tension over : wide area ” Sir, he pointed out how even 

in Calcutta without notice meetings were allowed to be held. He says “My 
friend Mr. Ambica Datta, I am sorry, Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta^ speaks 
of the Nazis. But his leaders are holding conferences in the parks of 
•Calcutta about the Secondary Education Bill. They talk now of the curtail- 
ment of civil liberties. Have they no sense of proportion. This is a most 
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irresponsible attitude*’. Now, Sir, if meetings could be allowed to be held 
in Calcutta, the nerve centre of Bengal why meetings could not be allowed 
to be held in Dacca and Midnapore? If it is the real intention of Govern- 
ment that things should go easy, a fresh instrc "'ion should also be given to 
all the Magistrates on the lines that no pubi.c meetings should be banned. 
Therefore, I would like to see that the words “no ban is imposed in 
Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore”. 

With these words, I support the motion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir. I would only say a few words just 
in response to the statement made by the Hon'ble the Home Minister. So 
far as I am concerned, I appreciate the spirit underlying his speech today. 
We accept the assurance 'given by him that his Ministry will allow j)ublic 
meetings to be held without any previous permission having to be obtained 
from the I)istri(‘t Magistrate. But T think the whob‘ ])ositi(Ui ought to be 
clarified a little more. This notificuition was issued in exercise of the power 
conferred by suh-rule {1 ) of rule 5(> of the Defence of India liules. It 
has, therefore, the force of law and any contravention of it would be an 
offence which might be visited with serious consequences. Mere executive 
instructions will not exonerate the per.son from the offence. So, in order 
reiilly to give effect to the assurance given hy the Hon ’hie the Home 
Minister, 1 think there ought to he some modification of the notification, 
besides clear instructions being i.ssiied to the District Magistrates. Rule 1 
says: that no per.son shall convene, organise, hold or take piirt in liny 

public pro(‘essions, meetings or assemblies in (‘ontravention of any order 

issued under paragraph d or of any condition imposed in grunting permis- 
sion under that paragrajih. Now, paragraph d says: that for the purjiose 
of securing conipliance with or preventing any contravention of clause (a) 
of paragraph 1 of this order, an officer authoristMl under paragraph 7 may 
issue a general order jirohibiting all meetings and under ])arugraph 7 the 
District Magistrate, the Commissioner of Police, the Subdivisional Magis- 
trate and the Deputy Commissioner of P()li(‘e, Cab'utta, have been authorised 
to issue notices banning all meetings and been given powers to prohibit all 
meetings where these meetings had been held with the object as specified 
in sub-clause (9) of clause 1. But in order to secure conijiliauce with the 
purpose of that sub-clause, an omnibus power lias been given fo these officers. 
So if these officers want to issue a notice in a (particular area, in that case 
the rest of the notification will come into operation and no meeting ('an be 
held in that particular area without obtaining the ])revious permission of 
these authorities. It was for this reason that you, Sir, W'ere pleased to 
enquire from my honourabC' friend Mr. Kabir whether orders were 'issued 
to the District Magistrate of Faridpur under the general orders of the 
Government. But as a matter of fact, as it usually ha]>pen8 wdienever there 
is a notification, the Distrif't Magistrates and the other authorities sjKiken 
of, issue notices. So if the Hon’ble the Home Minister intends that his 
assurance should be given effect to, instructions ought to he issued at once 
to these authorities that they should not issue any such notifif^ation and 
that if such notification had been issued, they should be withdrawn. 
Otherwise, the simple executive assurance given here that meetings can be 
held without permission is of no use. 

So, in order to clarify the position regarding the holding of meetings, 
instructions should be issued directing that no notification is to be issuecl 
under sub-clause (3) banning all sorts of meetings. So far as I have been 
able to understand, some areas have to be excluded from the purview of that 
notification. As to that, one must say that there may be some areas in 
which it may be thought proper to enforce the banning of meetings. I 
should, however, think that instead of having such .i general power of 
banning all meetings in the proviiice, there is ample power in the ordinary 
law to prevent such meetings. There is^ the ordinary law of the land regard- 
ing public meetings, by which if there is an apprehension of a breach of the 
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peace it can at once be stopped even without any notification, under the 
I)efenoe of India Rules. So, in respect of holding meetings I agree with my 
friend, Mr. Ijalit Chandra Das, about including Calcutta also. Instructions 
should be given saying that no notification should be issued by any District 
Magistrate or by any other authorities referred to in sub-clause (7) regarding 
banning of all meetings; otherwise the assurance of the Hon’ble Home 
Minister will not have any efficacy. If the Home Minister really wants 
that the public should be given unfettered right to ventilate their grievances, 
their views and their demands, tlien the instructions embodied in the notifica- 
tion regarding the holding of public meetings should at once be cancelled 
and fresh instructions should be issued to the District Magistrate and to other 
authorities referred to in sub-clause (7) tluit they should not issue any such 
netiee at all, and further thai if they have already issued -such notifica- 
tions they should be publicly withdrawn and rescinded intimating to the 
public that they are now free to hold meetings. It should be declared that 
there is now no restriction on the ventilation of public grievances. The 
situation has changed for the better; and all the world over people are 
talking of post-war reconstruction and plans for finding out means of 
improving their standard of life. At a time like this, there should not be 
any sort of restriction on our power of ventilating our grievances and 
demands. If I may say so, Sir, with a great deal of sorrow^ in my heart, 
the people are suffering miserably at the bands of the profiteers still aided 
by corrupt officials ; therefore at this time the public sliould not be restrain- 
ed Jirom ventilating their grievances and bringing the real state of affairs to 
the notice of the authorities who it they are so minded can very easily give 
relief to the people. So I would say again that to clarify the position about 
the holding of public meetings this sort of iustrucd.ion should be issued to the 
local authorities concerned — so that the general putdii' may not be afraid 
of holding meetings and fe«arlessly criticising the authorities. Of course, 
if they bold meetings for discussing matters (ft a prejudicial nature, then 
for that no notification like the one under discussioji is required. The 
Defence of India Rule is quite enough for tlie purpose; for if any one 
commits any action which comes wdtbin the definition of “disaffection”, then 
under rule 37 of the Defence of India Rules lie cannot cs(*a]^e the penalty. 
To me, therefore, it seems that the notification is absolutely superfluous and 
at this particular moment there should not be any such notification banning 
public meetings. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Mr. President, Sir, I 
had no intention to intervene in this debate but for tlie stalement that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has made. I could not understand exactly what 
the Chief Minister w'anted to convey to us. To my mind it seems that lie 
intends to say that in spite of the notification under the Defence of India 
Rules you can merrily go on holding meetings unless there is serious 
apiirehension of the bre^ich of peace. He says that meetings can be held 
everywhere except in Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore. But I would like to 
ask the Chief Minister to answer the question as to hour can he, being at the 
head of ihe executive authority, advise people to go on holding meetings in 
the face of a notification under the Defence of India Rules I am quite, 
sure that he know^s that offences under the Defence of India Rules are 
cognisable and non-bailable. People who violate run great risks as they 
would be at the mercy of the Subdivisional Officer, police officers and otliers 
and they are liable to be '^nested and imprisoned for the offence of holding 
la meeting. I would ask the Chief Minister this question and secondly if 
really there is absolutely no necessity for checking meetings throughout the 
province save and except in those three places, then why not resort to 
section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code to deal with the situation? And 
about leaving out Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore, I think there is nothing 
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f-o didliMuish these places from other places, except that there were some 
riots. These are the two points which should be explained by the Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in spite o iny doubts regarding? one or 
two points referred to by the Hon’ble the Home Minister, 1 feel I must 
compliment him on the statement which he has made today, lleally, it does 
go a long way towards removing the apprehension both in the public mind 
and in the minds ol the members of this House. I only wish that w'hat he 
has stated here today on the door of this House will be made actually a part 
of an executive order of the Government. For, as has been pointed out 
by my honourable friend who has just sat down that an assurance from the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister will not in itself be binding against the declared 
provision of law; and as the law now stands, meetings (vjinnot he held in 
any jxirt of Bengal witlmul obtaining jirevious permission and it is (dearly 
stated that such non-holding of meetings shall txime into force on the 
24th of August and shall remain in force so long as the Defence of India 
Rules (‘ontinue in force. Therefore, 1 would, first of all, recpiest the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister to issue an executive order in terms of tin* statement whitdi 
he has made on the door of the House today. If he makes it (oear tluo’e, as he 
has made (dear to the House today, that there is uo intention on ihe part 
ot the (iovernnient to ])re\ent (riticism of either their action oi- of the |)(di- 
tical condition in the country excepting those which are covered under the 
existing provisions of the Defenee of India Rules, that 1 am sure will satisfy 
both the members of this House and the gtonual ])ul)lic. 1 uould, liouever, 
at the same time draw his attention to that part of his statement wliere he 
raid hat h(‘ made this point (juite (dear to the l)islri(d Magistrate* of 
Faridpur. In view of this fact, it is really surprising to dnd that this 
particular meeting whidi is the subj(‘et-inatter for our dis(*ussiou bxluy was 
])r(d)ihite(l h\ the District Magistrate (m the ground (d' short iiotica*. ddieie- 
tore, (^veii though tin* Hoidhle the Home Minister said that it was not the 
intention oi the Miriisterv t(» prevent meetings Ixdng held ii^ any ])art of 
Bengal save and except Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore, y(‘t that has not 
been the interpretation which has been put on the order by bis own executive 
officers. AtkI, Sir, if such a mistake has been made by his own executive 
ofti(‘ei's and offieers wlio liohl smdi high }M)sts as those of District M !i gist Kites 
and Additional District Magistrates, it is easily to be undersbaxl that the 
mistake was not entirely the fault of themselves but that there was a lacuna 
in the order itself. 

I would, in passing, refer to thp point stressed hy my honourable friends 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukhojee and Mr. Lalit Chandra Das tliat Calcutta, 
Dacca and Midnapore should not have been excluded from the list of plac^es 
where meetings can be held without obtaining previous permission. Sir, 
Calcutta and Dacca ^are the centres of public opinion in Bengal and they 
also are the centres of public activity. Yery often vrhen grievances are 
ventilated at these tw’o places, they receive more iminediaU* attention and 
are redressed than if such grievances are ventilated, in less well-known 
places. Therefore, I would request the Hon’ble the Home Minister, wlien 
he would issue his order, to consider the desirability and also the imperative 
necessity of including Calcutta and Dacca along with other distrids. I 
also think that in view of the improved situation in Midnapore at present, 
it should not he excluded. Therefore, Sir, in a way I feel glad that 
the purpose of my adjournment motion has been served. In so far as it 
was a protest against the order prohibiting meetings all over Bengal, the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister has assured us that the Government have no 
such intention. No doubt, he made a certain reference to the condition of 
Faridpur in order to justify the action of the District Magistrate there. I 
would like to remind him that during the period he was in the Opposition 
no public meeting was banned in Faridpur. I have made it quite clear and 
it is my belief that these disturbances are very often created by the zealous 
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followers of the Hon’ble Ministers who are apt to run to excesses. I would 
further remind him that during the period when he was in the Opposition 
his first meeting in Faridpur was not interfered with, and that he was 
allowed to hold his first meeting in the town of Faridpur. It was imme- 
diately after the loss of his office, and the campaign gainst the then 
Ministry was started in the town of Faridpur without any interference from 
the Government of the day. However, Sir, as I said before, meeting can 
be held without any disturbance it only some of the followers of the Party, 
which my honourable friend the Home Minister has the honour to lead, can 
be restrained, for some times they become very unruly as would be borne 
out by the Hon’ble Minister himself even to his own cost in the town of 
Calcutta. As I stated before, the main purpose of my adjournment motion 
has been served as Government have made it clear that they do not want 
to interfere with the right of j)ublic speech and meetings and that meetings 
can be held in any part of Bengal even without applying for permission. 

These are words which reauire emphasis and underlining, and therefore 
We may take it that from today meetings can be held practically all over 
Bengal barring the two districts of Dacca and Midnapore, and Calcutta 
without applying for permission. And as it has been practically admitted 
that some of the District Magistrates have not been able to understand the 
order whether it is their fault or whether the fault lies in the wording of the 
communique, I do not know, I leave that to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
— but since both the points have been conceded, I would like, wdth the \eave 
of the House, to withdraw my adjournment motion. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 do not want to take much 
time of the House, Sir, except exphiining one or two minor points. It is 
■obvious that so far as the Opposition is concerned, at least Mr. Kabir has 
fully understood the position of the Government and has had the courage to 
appreciate that at no time was there any idea of banning public meetings. 
As regards Faridpur, I may say that when w^e were in Opposition, at the 
very first meeting that was held there, the first speaker was immediately 
arrested and he was pursued up to Chandpur and again arrested. When we 
were there a second time, the order was passed that in our speeches we must 
not criticise the Ministiy; permission was given subject to that condition. 
So, the less said about what took place during the’ regime of the previous 
Ministry, the better. 

I would now say only one word about the speech of my friend, Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee. One disadvantage of manuscript eloquence is that the 
speaker does not take into consideration all that has been said on the floor 
of the House and I think Mr. Mukherjee at least owes an a])ology to the 
members of the House for misleading them with reference to wdiat he said 
on the occasion of the last adjournment motion on the J-tth June. He 
quoted me as having said that throughout Bengal permission had been given 
ior holding meetings. As a matter of fact, here I have got a copy of the 
proceedings of the Council, as printed by the Council Department — ‘‘as a 
mutter of fact, except in one or two places you can bold meetings anywhere 
you like and whatevef you like” 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. So far as I remember, I said perhaps that meetings could 
be held without permission but at that time the Hon’bie Minister did not 
specifically mention the exclusion of Calcutta, Midnapore and Dacca; he 
did not mention the three exceptions at the time. If, therefore, there has 
been any misleading on my part or if any members of this House were misled 
by what I said then, I withdraw what I said. 

Th0 Hon’bid Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Thank you. I have nothing 
further to add except this that before the 24tli of August meetings could 
be freely held without permission throughout Bengal except at the places 
J have mentioned Similarly, after the 24th of August, the same is the 
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position. The law as it st^inds now does not in any way curtail the right 
of holding e public meeting. But so far as Calcutta is concerned, here, 
again, the Commissioner of l^dice can allow meetings to be held but retains 
the right of taking action if he finds that speeclns are of such a character 
as to come under the provisions of the Defeu' ' of India Rules. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Then, so far as Calcutta is concerned, 
permission is necessary 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDiN: Yes. so far as Calcutta, and 
the districts of Dacca and Midnapore are c*oncerned. 1 am, however, 
prepared to go so far as to say that in view of the improved situation in the 
Dacca district, the restriction will be confined to the town of Dacca, and 
that in the rest of the Dacca district meetings may be licM without per- 
mission. Instructions wiU be issued to the district authoritit‘s accordingly. 
But so far as Calcutta and Midnapore are concerned, I am afraid 1 cantiot 
consent to any relaxation beyond what is prevalent at the present time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point oi information, Sir. In his 
hist speech in connection with the adj-ournment mol ion regarding the liora 
Coniereiice, the Hon’blo the Chiet Minister did not mention these places hut 
onl,A said excepting one or t^o places; suh^ecjuently, he referred it) C'«lcutta, 
etc., and saitl that “in the parks of Calcutta meetings are being held about 
the Secondary Education Bill “ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have already made it 
clear that the Coniuiissioner of Police in his individual capacity cau allow 
meetings to be held, 1 do not want to take away the distoetion of the (k)m- 
missioner of Police. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. What 
about the legal difficulty that was pointed out hy the Chief Minister ^ As 
long as that stands, how a ])ress-jiote cun help the people to hold the 
meeting? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already said, we 
have instructed the Distiict Magistrates Tjot to pr«>s(‘cute anybody unless 
they get definite orders. My conversation took ])lace with the District 
Magistrate of Faridpur on the 24th August, and not before . 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Is the lion ble 
Minister in a i)()sition to say whether or not permission of the District 
Magistrate was obtained for holding a meeting supporting the C.R.’s formula 
in the ^^acca town ? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no in formation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. In 
response to the suggestion of the Chief Minister, I tabled a short-notice 
question regarding the Howrah Municipality— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: iA.s I have already s^iid, I am 
prepared to issue a further press-note. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave has been asked by Mr. Humayun Kabir to 
withdraw his adjournment motion. 'Is it the pleasure of the House to allow' 
him to withdraw his motion? 

(The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn.) 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now resume discussion on the Agri- 
oultural Income-tax Bill. 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: What about 11 ] > sliort-noti(*e questiou 
regarding Howrah Municipality? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; You mention that to-mormw, please. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : Mr. President, Sir, I 
have stated at some length the reasons in supixirt ot the deletion of cdause 
49, and before I resume my seat I would like to emphasize that this clause 
49 should not be passed, because the principle on whic'h it is ba.sed does not 
apply. Tlie argument lhat according to the inlernational agreement this 
provision for relief against double taxation has been incorporated in the 
income-tax law of different countries does not apply to the c*ase of Bengal, 
because Bengal really cannot have any reciproc-al relief. The residents of 
Bengal cannot have any actual benc'fit out of this provision, although 
residents of other countries may have such benefit. Therefore, there is no 
reason wdiy Bengal should go to the length of making a piovision of this 
nature. I have alreiiidy stated that the position in which Bengal fimls 
herself today, I mean her financial position, does not allow her to become 
generous and that Bengal cannot afford to lose even a pie out of the tax 
that is leviable under- this Bill. Therefore, on, that ground also — -and that 
being one of the main grounds of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for 
enacting this Bill — no provision should be made for refund of any taxation 
on the ground of hardship to others. I have submitted lhat these assessees 
or these gentlemen who reside outside Bengal did actimlly make their 
money in Bengal] from BengaTs agricultural land; so they should not 
grudge the excjess demand that they may be required to pay under their own 
law’ in their home countries. Now’, it is really a (piestion of domestic taxa- 
tion and has no analogy to the ordinary incanne-tax law’. Tlierefnre, that 
analogy should not be extended to the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Law’. 
TiUstly, T submit that if they recpiire any relief, they cun have that relief 
by a])proacliing their borne countries w’bere they can ex])ect to have this 
amount of tax deducted as a legitimate ('xpeiise or allowance. All these* 
(‘.oiisideratioiis would reall> lead you to this ]>osi1ion that this jirovision is 
certainly unnecessary, and 1 w’ould last of all ap])eal (o tlie Hon 'hie Minister 
and the* honourable meiichc'rs to give u]> llu^ii' claim, out of generous con- 
sideration for Bengal, to have this ])rovision in tins Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I support the motion so ahly moved by 
my honourable friend Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanahish ; but in doing so 
I do not propose to be long. This clause was not in the original Bill but it 
was incorporated as an amendment on the motion of one of tlie members eff 
the European Group. Sir, this clause deals with reciprocal relief in respect 
of double hixation wdth other Govern in cuts. It is but fair and proper that 
when there is any cjuestion of reciprocal relief, the companies, firms or 
associations or any person deriving assessable agricultural im'ome from land 
situated in Bengal shall pay agricmltural ineome-tax in Bengal, even though 
be or it might have paid income-tax elsewhere in India or outside India on 
his or its w’orld income including agricultural income derived from lands 
situate in Bengal. I say tl^iit this clause is intended specially to benefit a 
very large section of Ilis Brittannic Majesty’s subjects, namely, the European 
Group who have world income. According to the law prevalent in the 
United Kingdom, they can easily get relief stating that they have paid so 
much in Bengal for their income on agricultural land situate in Bengal, but 
they want something more, and it is this : that having paid there in full for 
world income they want relief in Bengal, whereas Bengalees will have no 
such advantage vis-Orvis the United Kingdom as the Bengalees have no 
agrioultuml income in Great Britain.' So on the face of it, it would not 
appear to be a fair proposition to insert a provision for reciprocal relief in 
respect of double taxation with other Governments. In practical operation 
it will give relief only to those hunters of gold in tlie world who nave an 
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income all over the worhl anil particularly, to the enterpriHinjr community, 
the European (Troup. So I make an appeal to the pentleinen of the Europ^u 
Group that they ‘^houhl love Benj^al anil lovin<jr Benj^al they should not think 
of recii)i'oeal relief. They should jwy fairly ‘M sijuarely what is due to the 
Bengal exchequer; they can make their point for relief in Great Britain 
showing payment in Bengal. That is wdiat I think is just fair and pix)per. 
With these words, I support the amendment that this section 49 he deleted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr Vnsident, Sir, thin 
clause, wliich the amendment seeks to eliminate, is a very imix)rtant one. 
(Clause 49 aUein])ts to com]>ress, within the compas> <d a single section, the 
elaborate provisions of sections 49 and 49A of the Indian Income-tax Act. 
Section 49 of the Indian Ineome-tax Act deals with reciprocal relief in 
respect of double laxiition between British India and the ['nit(*d Kingilom. 
Sectioji 49A was later introduced in the body of the Indian Income-tax Act 
and deaL with tecipioeal relief bet ween ^ Brit ish India and llie Dominion.s 
and the Indian Slates. Section 49 is com])]ele in it sell and embodies the 
jirinciple to he applietl ; hut in section 49A there is no provision indiivaling 
the |)rinciple a^ to how the rule is to operate. Things have iieen left to the 
Executives to piescrlhe thi' piiucijdes by (‘xecutive rules ll v\ill, liowever, 
he ap])ar(‘iit that tlie fuinciples emlwxlied in sci'tion 49 will he followed by 
the Execuli\es in making the rules under s^'ction 49A, 4is it is to he jiri’sumed 
that the two sections should be it4u 1 tog'elli(‘r. 

So far as clause 49 of tlie jireseiit Bill is concerned, it has compressed 
these two sections ot the Central Act into one. But while the ('entnil Act 
has prescribed the jirinciple upon which and the limit up to whicli the 
Executives must act, this wholesome jirinciple is entirelv missing in clause 
49 of the Bill. In the pi*esent Bill, the delerminaiion of the prin< i])l(’ and 
iiniii ol exemption lm\e been strangidy Icll (*ntirely to e.xecutive discretion. 
No principle oi limil has even )»een im]icat(*(l in the piesent clausi*. hui'ther, 
tin’ piov.iici' lias been saddled, 'riii' ]>nnci])1e is extremely attractive, 
nanieU’, I’ccijo ocal leliet in respect ot double t^ixation. It is sufliciently 
attraciivc and philanl Inojiic persons u dl rush from tlu’ir ndirement for 
grant ing tlii^ iclicj. ll is, liowexer, necessary to have a clear iilea of 
reciprocal relict in lespecl ol double taxation. Without a v\oi\v comprehen- 
sion it will be difficult to resist the tempbition of the im])ulse of the moment. 
It is necessary therefore to consider the limits and tl>e elements of double 
taxation. Why does relief operate and wbat is the theory or rather the 
Tnechanism of reciprocal relief with regard to the double Uixation? Double 
taxation occurs when resident id a home country derives income in the home 
and also in another country and when the foreign country imposes a tax 
ui>on tlie income arising within itself and when home country imim.ses 
another tax on the same income as part of the assessee’s world income. We 
have instances of double taxation in India from a very long time. There is 
the Baraiiagore Jute Mill which pays Indian Ineome-tax bec^nise it is working 
in India; it alw) pays the United Kingdom tax, because it operates from 
that place as it is registered there. 

Then the next question would be how does relief operate. Relief is 
granted in this way that United Kingdom grants reli(‘f to the extent of half 
its own rate. Assuming the United Kingdom rate tx) be 90 pies in the 
rupee and the Indian rate is 60 pies in the rupee, the United Kingdom will 
grant relief to the extent of half its own rate, that is, 45 pies in the rupee. 
There will theu be a iKihince of 15 pies which is to be relieved. The effect 
of this would be : once the relief comes from the United Kingdom and 4igain 
from the Indian Exchequer. The original, tax was 90 pies in the rupee. 
By reduction the balance remaining in the liands of the United Kingdom 
Exchequer would he 45 pies. The tax realised at the first insbuice by the 
Indian Income-tax authorities would be 60 pies and after gmnting relief to 
the extent of 15 pies the balanoe would be 45 pies, so that it is so adjusted 
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that a higher rate, that is, 90 pies in the rupee (English rate) would be 
divided equally between the United Kingdom Exchequer and the Indian 
Exchequer. I'hat is how the relief operates. 

Then, we come to tlie more important subject, namely, reciprocal relief. 
"What is reciprocity y It would be (piite clear when, so far as British Indm 
is Txmcernefl, Unit’ is, the Central Government is concerned, it has certain 
advantages over Bengal. In fact, the C'entral Exchequer can impose taxes 
extm-territorially. But Bengal cannot impose taxes on income which accrues 
outshle it. Similarly, the United Kingdom w'ould try to tax their assessees 
for tlieir home income as well as outside income. This power of extra- 
territorial operation in the mattei- of taxation is extreniely important. 
Though India can tax an Indian toi‘ income wdiich accrues in India and also 
in the United Kingdom, it is a matter of frequent occurrence that many 
assessees having English income while in India— they are the holders of 
British securities, share-holders of British companies and buyers of British 
investments — have to pay English, tax while in India; and then Indians have 
also to pay British income-tax provided they have an income a(‘(*ruing in 
the United Kingdom. 8o that is the position of Indians. Then it follows 
that in refunding the double taxation India has certain advantages as well 
as disadvantages. India participates in foreign taxation and Britisli India 
must in equity return extra taxation. There is mutuality between India 
and the United Kingdom in the matter of taxation. They (‘an have friendly 
encouragement and therefore by oi)eration of this whenever there is double 
taxation, India as well as the Unittul Kingdom must agree to share the loss 
and then share the larger tax, half ainl half. This is the theory upon 
which the relief operates and this is the theory behind the mutuality of the 
reciprocity. There will be no reci})r()eity in the matter of mere contribution 
for certain loss which was caused not by anything done in India but 
elsewhere. There is the advantage of taxation and there must be the dis- 
advantages of participating in refunds. That is liow Indians stand ns-a-vis 
the United Kingdom authorities. 

Similarly, an Indian State can have extra-territorial oixuiition so far 
taxation is concerned. The Dominions have always exi re.-territorial 
operation in this respect. They yari tax income arising in distant fields 
outside tlieir own geographical limits. This right of exlra-territon'al taxation 
is the basis of the liability to refund extra-territorial taxation. Then again, 
it is necessary to a^^ipreeiate the necessity at first of levying a liigher tax 
and then refunding it. The reason is rather departmental. First of al^ 
the Bengal tax at the maximum rate is imposed on a Bengal Compauj^ 
Tlieii certain refunds are given bringing down the tax to a lower rate. 
Then, whfiiover an individual tax-payer’s rate is considered, the case is again 
considered by the taxing authorities. Then, if any tax has been paid along 
with the dividend, that also is taken into account and there is a further 
reduction down to the jiersonal rate of the tax-payer. The policy of the 
taxing authorities in thi^ case is to lay the onus on tlie assessees individually 
to show their total income and to secure a refund by adjustment. That 
liability to show the entire income is at the base of the scheme of refund. 
If the taxing authorities instead of going through this adjustment business 
went throiigli tlie process of taxing every sbare-holder of a company with 
regard to his own personal rate, then the work involved would be adminis- 
tratively impossible. The best thing is to tax a company at the full rate 
and then to leave the share-holder to work out his own rate and get further 
refund. This is the reason why first of all 90 pies in the rupee is imj)osed on 
foreign income by the United Kingdom taxing authorities and again a 60 
pies tax is imposed by the Indian taxing authorities, and then the actual 
rate is subsequently adjusted. Of course, there are other individual adjust- 
ments. Now, the case for clause 49 is this ; that if any agricultural income 
accrues in Bengal, we may impose a tax on this income. The clause has 
been intended to operate, in favour of certain tea companies which are 
incorporated in the United Kingdom but which are working in Bengal. If 
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a tea company makes an income here in Bengal, 60 per cent, of the income 
is regarded as agricultural income and 40 per cent, as non-agricultural 
income. On the 60 per cent, of its income, a tea company will have to pay 
the Bengal tax. On the remaining 40 j)er cent, of the cc)nipany\s income, 
they have got to pay a tax to the Indian i^*“jme-tax authorities at the rate 
of 60 pies in the rupee and then the whole income, including tlie agriculttiral 
and the non-agricultural, is subject to a tax in the home country at the 
United Kingdom rate oi 90 ])ies. So tar as the non-agricultural tax is 
concerned, there is the arrangement for reciprocal relief given by .secii(vn 49 
of the Indian Income-tax Act. It is argued on that analogy that as Bengal 
has levied a tax on this income and as Kngland also has levied another tax 
on the same income, therefore there is double taxation and so there shm*lcl 
be reciprocal relief. I do not deny that there should be "elief ; but I deny 
that there slnnild be or could be any re(‘i]}rocal relief, bet'ause there is no 
reciprocity between Beiigal and the Tnited Kingdom in this res])ect. Bengal 
has no right to levy any tax on agricultural imaime that ac(‘rues In England; 
all the agricultural income that accrues to a Bengalee in the Tivited Kingtlom 
will go to the benefit of the Indian taxing ant liorit ies. It is only agricul- 
tural income in India that is forbidden to tin* Indian' taxing aiithorities ; 
but any agriruiltural inconn* accruing dutside India wiP he available far 
taxation to the Indian taxing authorith’'^. Bengal has no light to iiarticdpate 
in any agricultural income of a Bengalee accruing oulsidt* llengal. That is 
the difference. There is no mutuality betwe(‘n the rnitcMl Kingdmn and 
Bengal except in the matter of contribution. Bengal dot's not participate 
in the taxing benefits and so it slnmld not la* a>ked to contribute towards tbe 
relief of tlie tax. It has been said that Bengal tax is a domestic tax. Bengal 
does Tiot derive any extra-territ(n-ial tax, while the T'nitial Kingdom does, 
and so tlo're is no compari''>on In'tween the two. Iduue is no analogv. The 
question is om* of give and take. In case of Bengal it does lot take* but in 
tlie matter of reiunds it only gives. Theie should bi‘ no liability to contribute 
if tlieie is no right to impose (‘xtra-territorial tax. I lliink tliese (‘onsidera- 
tioiis alone would ix' (piite eimugh to rule o\it the application of clause 4.9 sa 
far as Bengal is concerned. 

Then, there are furtlier eonqilic-ations. I have* already stall'd that there 
is no muiqality. It is (»ften said that at ])r(‘senl tlie Bi'iigal tax is only dO 
pies ill the rujiee, wliicli is le.ss than half tlie English tax and for some time 
this will remain so. It is believed rather widely that this Bengal tax of 
30 pies in the rupee is just only a thin end of the wedge. More is exjiected, 
and I do not at all grudge the Einance Minister demanding more. Bengal 
needs money. The ])rinci])le of agricultural income-tax has been accepted ' 
by us and if more is needcil Bengtil sliould be ready to pay. In fact, if the 
money is needed for snp])lying tlie needs of Bengal, I do not think tliere will 
be any harm in Bengal agreeing to pay higher tax, and then as it happened 
after the last war, the English rate ra])idly came down. So, by the operation 
of two cause'-s — the reduction of the United Kingdom ratt* and the eiiliaiute- 
men,t of the Bengal rate — the safety limit will lx* crossed, and then Bengal 
will be asked to contribute. So the danger of coTitrihution is there and that 
is no reason wliy clause 49 has been inserted by w’ay of anticipat ion. If 
clause 49 could be inserted by w’ay of ant idjiation , it is muiessary tliat the 
anticipation should be a real risk of real conti ilmtion. Then, if Bengal rate 
goes u]) to 60 pies and the English rate remains at 90 pies, the same situation 
will occur. The United Kingdom will relieve the tax to the exit'iit of 45 
pies, and that is the war-cry of the su[)jK)rters of this clause. I believe 
Mr. Laidlaw, who is the spokesman of the Eurojieaii (xrou]) for w horn I liave 
the highest resjiect, in order to justify clause 49 should have laid down the 
law for us. Now, Mr, Laidlaw^ must certainly lay dow’n the law and lie will 
not waylay or mislay it. I hojie he will try to answer some of ihe (jiiestions 
which are -suggested to him. It is by way of fileiidly sugge>1ioji tfiat I speak. 

I believe that veTy high hopes lie behind this mistaken conception of clause 
49. It simply looks at the double taxation. It has hecome a slogan : 
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'^double taxation must be relieved. England lias relieved it to the extent 
of 45 pies and so Bengal should relieve it by 15 pies”. I am prepared to 
show that that fear is absolutely unfounded. Supposing this clause is not 
passed and is deleted what will happen Will there be double taxation so 
far as the unrelieved 15 pies is concerned My answer is “No”. ' 1 shall 
quote high authority for that juojiosition. In fact, I have found the whole 
law considered by Half^ury’s Laws of England, Volume XVII, page 
Article ^42. That is the greatest authority so far as the statement of laws 
of England are concerned. This book deals with the very question in hand. 
What will liappen to a United Kingdom Com])anv which has paid Bengal 
income-tax at a certain rate and w'hi(di is relieved by the Home Exchequer 
only to a fractional extent leaving a balance P What will hajjpen to this 
unrelieved balan(;ep W^ill this income sutler double taxation to the extent 
of unrelieved balances? Tlc' ah^wcr is “No". If the United Kingdom 
authorities find that no provision is made in any Dominion or any taxing 
unit anywhere in the world, then these liome authorities will give a further 
relief to the extent of the unrelieved balance, i.e., 15 pies in the rupee. 

With I’egard to the balance of the 15 i)ies in the rupee, what the liome 
authorities will do is to allow an exemption or deduction, that is to say, a 
refund to the comjiany next year, '^l^he relevant ]>assage is extremely 
imj)ortant and on that ih(‘ whole tvuse tor clause 49 hinges. Clause 49 
depends ujion a possible unrelieved double taxation. If clause 49 is not 
passed, that is, if Bengal has made no provision for tlie relief of the 
unrelieved double taxation, then the United Kingdom Exchequer will come 
forward and make a second refund and relieve the balance. So the tax- 
])ayer is entirely oompen suited s-o far as double taxation is c'oncerned. 1 will 
only quote a few words from Halsbury. It says: “Where relief is not 
granted in a Dominion in respect of payment of the United Kingdom tax 
deduction is allowed in estimating the income for the pur])oses of the United 
Kingdom tax of an amount equal to the differeJice between the Dominion 
income-tax i)aid and the total relief allowed from the TLiited Kingdom tax 
for the period on the income on which the assessment or the charge to the 
United Kingdom tax is computed.” A ])lain ])araphrase of this would be 
that if Bengal does not make any provision for reci])rocal relief, the con- 
sequence of this would be that first of all the home excdiequer will make 
an initial refund of 45 pies and it there is a balance, the difference between 
this refund and the Bengal tax would again he refunded by the home 
authorities. The same has been elaborated in an illustrative footnote in the 
eame jiassage where it says: “Assume that in a certain year the Dominion 
tax paid was £50, and the total Ciiited Kingdom relief allowed was £‘25. 
In assessing (lie ineome to United Kingdom income-tax foi- tlie following 
year, a deductwin of £25 is allowable from the amount of the assessment. ” 
So, if the tax-payer is relieved, first, to the extent of £25 out of £50, then 
in connection with the assessment for the next >ear the balaiu'e will be 
relieved from the next year’s tux. 8o a complete deduct ion will be made by 
the Jjome authorities and tlie tax-j)ayer will be coiiipleleJy relieved. There- 
fore there is in reality no (question of any unrelieved balance. And that is 
how the matter stands. Then, may I^ask if a United Kingdom Tea Company 
is completely relieved with regard to the assessment of tlie British tax by 
the United Kingdom Exchecpier in two instalments, he has any grievance. 
The efi'ect of a double relief by tlie United Kingdom is this: It adjusts 
the tax to he relieved by the two countries. So far as the tax-payer is 
concerned, lie is entirely relieved. The entire business of relief and its 
mechanism concerns itself with the allocation or adjustment of the loss 

between the two countries. The House will be jdeased to consider that the 

United Kingdom tax is 9u pies in the rupee and that the Bengal tax may 

be assiimeil to be (>0 pies in tbe rupee. This 90 pies must be relieved. 

England initially relieves it to the extent of 45 pies and India 15 pies. 
So, the net gain between India and England would be India 45 and United 
Kingdom 45 and loss to the United Kingdom income-tax would be 45 and 
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for India it would be 15 pies. Tlierefore, the eft‘e( t of this operation is 
merely to alloeate the loss between the two countries. The matter is between 
the two exehet|uers. In tact, 1 think Mr. (^huichill should write to Sir 
Nazimuddiii tor mutual relief . A tea compac ' incorporated in England has 
no locus stdiKli in the matter and also ii>; interest in the mutter. This 
controversy has nothing to d(» witli it. Mr. Churchill is a rich man spending 
Rs. 20 crores a day and tlic e\ehc([Uer is in the hands of a man wlu^ had been 
a Governor ol Bengal, 1 mean Sir John Amlerson, during the critical jieriod 
of our life. 1 do not think they will condeseend to ask Bengal to contribute 
15 pies in the rupee. They will certainly appreciate that Bengal has no 
extia-lerritorial income arul si> should not be asked to contribute. This 
clause 49 is a mistake. AVe only find our Finance Ministe: and the third 
])arty. Sir J(din Anderson, is not juesent here. 

MTi K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, mas 1 >uggt*'^t that the (juestion 
be now^ put. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Now, Sir, there is no interest 
of any third party involved in the (piestion. 

So far as the reciprocal business between India and the United Xing- 
dnni is concerned, there w’as a conferenc(‘ between the n'presentatives i>f the 
Indian Government and the representatives of the Ilonie Govmnment. 
They discussed various (juesti-on^ and it was found that this full taxation 
and partial relief gives great jiroiit to the taxing countiies. So far us 
Bengal is concerned, tlic'rc is no piofit, there is only loss. So the effetd of 
all this is that Bengal is asked t-o contribute without any corrcvspomling 
advantage. The analogy betw^een the Cnited Kingdom and India does not 
apply. I thiifk this considemtion should, in addition, he enough to dis|M)se 
of the case of clause 49. 

Then (‘oming to the det^iils of the ( lause, 1 shall deal only wdth one aspect 
of the tiling, and I shall show how' the draftsman proceeded to blindly copy 
the ]>ro\isi()ns of the Indian Income-tax Act. It is .said that reeiprooul 
refund of taxation should be extended between the provinces, not merely 
between Bengal and the Indian St^ites, between Bengal and the Dominions, 
between Beng*al and the United Kingdom but betw'een Bengal and the 10 
other pro\in('es. I shall show' bow gre<^it a blunder underlies this con- 
ception. The whole idea is that there should be a provi.sion for relief of 
double taxation between the provinces. I may ask the honounible members 
to subdue their voices for a minute and to consider whether there would he 
any double taxation between the provinces. It there is an agricmliural 
income-tax in Bengal and it > taxed by Bengal, can we tax the agricultural 
income of a Bengalee accruing in As.sam The area of Bengal tax is 
confined w'ithin its geographical limit. Bengal cannot tax any income 
arising in Assam 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Khaii^ Bahadur, how long will you take to finish? 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: About 10 or 15 minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y oil have already spoken toi’ a very loii|^ time. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the reason, is that this 
is a very iinj:K)rtant clause, and you yourself said on a jirevious occasion 
that this cjuestion can be discussed on the floor of the House and opinions 
may be elicited thereby. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. But jilease try to cut short. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Ah I .s^aid just now', there can 
be double taxation between the provinces. I have got an agricultural 
income wbicb arose in Assam. # I have a dividend w'arrant with me wTiich 
show^s a deduction of Assam Agricultural Income-tax. Can it be taxed by^ 
Bengal so as to enable me to procure reciprocal relief? I think that double 
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taxation between the provinces is a hupro blunder and a. myth. The provision 
is based upon a mistake. The provision wull have no application whatsoever. 
In these circumstances, I be”* to submit that the^ question of double taxation 
between the provinces wull never arise. Then, as between Benj^al and the 
Indian States, we do not know their taxin^]^ law. We are asked to take 
relief in the Dominions, but we do not know the taxin^;^ law of the Dominions. 
We do not know the conditions on which they work, and we do not know 
whether there are taxinpf rules and refunding rules. The clause empowers 
the Government to make rules for refund, if it appears to the Government 
that the other Governmenls make similar provisions. There are technical 
questions of ascertaining’ the exact amount which has suffered double/ 
taxation. In fact, there are different rules as to exemptions and exceptions. 
The exact amount which h is suffered double taxation in the two countries 
is difficult to determine. The next point is as to whether the decision should 
be left to the department. The department has no experience, no knowledge 
of the taxing laws in the different countries or units. In these circumstances, 
it will be dangerous to leave to the de]>arlment the decision of questions of 
principle. They should hav(‘ been enacted in the clause of the Bill itself. 
Uor all these considerations, I would submit that clause 49 is a mistake. 
The question of double fixation does noi arise. In this connection, I am 
reminded of the nuni1)er 49 wdiich is always full ot mischief. There is no 
double taxation, no mutuality futher. So clause 49 sufters from two mistakes. 
A scientific man once asked a village cockney to define a lobster. The 
answer of the cockney w^as that a lobster was a red fish. The scientific man 
smiled and said that it was an excellent definition of lobster, but that it was 
mistaken in two particulars, namely, that it was neither red nor was it a 
fish. I do not say that clause 49 is not an excellent clause making a 
provision for reciprocal relief in case of double laxniion. It is an excellent 
provision bul i1 has only two mistakes, namely, ihere is neilher any double 
taxation nor is there reciprocily. 

With these few words, I shall eonehide my speech. I believe that I have 
make it plain that I am opposed to the principles of the law embodied in 
this clause. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
that clause 49 should not find a place in the Statute. Already this matter 
has been discussed threadbare. There is one aspect of the matter that I 
would like particularly to lay stress on. To me it appears that clause 49 
is inherently bad, because it falls within the mischief of what is called 
“delegated legislation”. It is the I/egislature only wliich can legislate. 
The Legislature has not been given the ])ower or authority under the 
Government of India Act to delegate the power of legislation to the 
Executive. No doubt, it is a well-recognised ]>rinciple that the Legislature 
may give the right to the Executive t-o make rules and that this has been 
done in the case of tlie present Bill also, for iii, section 57 ot this Bill ])yovi* 
sion has been made empowering the Government to frame rules. These 
rules, however, are not for making any new enactment but only for putting 
into operation the provisions of the law. So far as clause 49 is concerned, 
it embodies the principle of refund of agricultural income-tax and this 
priiKuple lias been applied in respect of other Acts also. The principle 
on which relief should be given it is for the Legislature to lay down. But 
it is very peculiar that in clause 49 of this Bill the question as to what kind 
of relief should be given, and what should be the ext/cnt of that relief and 
further what should be the mode of that relief — all these have been left to 
'the Provincial Governm^at. 

I would like to point out that this is nothing but delegating power of 
legislation to the Provincial Government, a thing which is inherently 
repugnant, and which has been condemned *as absolutely invalid in connec- 
,tion with recent cases relating to the Ordinances. This point has been 
discussed both before the High Court and the Federal Court. Now, i'i 
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appears that a provision akin to that finds a place in the British Finance 
Act of 1920 to which reference has been made by my honourable friend, 
Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad; but tbere it was not left to the Govern- 
ment to provide what kind of relief is to be /iven. It has been laid down 
in section 27 of the British Finance Act tluit the Lejrislature has to provide 
as to what extent the relief would be g'iven, to whom relief would be ^yiven 
and from what fund refund is to be driven. Lookiu^r to the draft, it apj>eara 
that it is almost a replica of section 49(<7) of the Indian Income-tax. It is 
really a copy of that Act. There it is said that the Central Government 
may. by notification in the Official Gazette, make provision. There under 
section 49 it is the Tye«:islature that makes provision for ^ivin^ relief. 
Apparently, the lopiud interpretation of .stn-tion 49(o) of the Indian 
Income-tax Act would only mean that the }>rocedural portion would be left 
to the Executixc. [lire, eiu>iifi:h, nowhere' in the whole Bill 

there is any proviNion to cover u here tliere is double taxation. This dele- 
gation of authority to the rrovincial Government (»r io the exei'utive 
authority is not gfk)d. This sort of unfettered delegation of autlu^rity to 
the ExiH'utive should not be iillowed. Kven the Government of India Act 
does not contemplate the giving of this |K)wer. So, 1 'vould warn the- 
Government itself that it will be an invalid law if this (danse is inc'orporated 
in the Bill, as it would come within the mischief of delegated legishdion. 

I say again that nowhere in the Act or in the Bill there is any provision to 
show that any relief in the shape of refuml cau be given. Apparently, it 
conteiu])lates only relief in the shape of refund. Tin’s matter ])articulurly 
should be taken note of. Of cours(‘, by majority of vot(‘s this (dause will 
be ])assed but that will not make valid an ap])arently invalid law. And it 
would be nothing new. You know. Sir, that soine of the legislations 
re(*ently passed by the J’rovincial l.egislature have lu'cn ])ronoun(*ed bv the 
highest court to be invalid with tin* stricture that they were enacted by 
incompetent authorities. Here again we are going to enjo’t a similar legis- 
lation. We cannot approve of the princi])le that the ])ower to make law 
should be handed over to the Executive. It is really dc'legating th<^ pow(»r 
of making tht* law to the Provincial Goveimment. It is not only invalid 
but at the same time it is transgressing the authority of the llouse andf 
indeed the House w'ould be stultifying itself by delegating that ])ower to 
the Executive, lx)oking t^> the i)rinciple underlying this ])articular (dause, 
it may be said that a similar agricultural income-tax was also enacted in 
the province of Assam, and indeed this (dause is particularly intended for 
giving relief to the tea-planters. So api)arently it is the tea-planters who 
are intended to he benefited by the inclusion of tins clause 49. Majority 
of the tea-planters are j)ra .cally working within the province of Assam. 
But the Assam Agricultural Income-tax has made no such provision for 
giving relief in respect of refund. It is really strange that Bengal should 
go out of its w\Ty to give the refund. Looking to tlie ])rinciple enunciated 
in the la^vs of the United Kingdom itself, we find that the Finance Act of 
1920, section 27', provides that relief can be given in respect of tax ])aid — ~ 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : On a point of order. 
Sir. Is the Hon’ble Minister entitled to discuss matters in this House with 
outsiders? There is a decision by the late President that members ar(i not 
entitled to talk to others who are outside the Council. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW (Chairman): I ex])ect he was taking their 
advice. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: There also a siTuilar question did' 
arise, narnely, if the same party has to pay tax on the same income to the 
United Kingdom, whether the Dominions wull be asked to claim a refund 
from the mother country. The United Kingdom agreed to give the refund, 
but here we have quite a contrary principle, namely, that it is Bengal that 
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will ^ive the refund and not the Fnited Kin^ydoni. They earn their income 
here and carry it lu the United Kingdom and althouj^h the United Kingdom 
g'et-a the benefit of that income, the refund is to be made by the Govern- 
ment of ffeiigal. Nothing, Sir, can be more unfair and improper than 
that. We do not get the advantage of the income; that income is not used 
in this country; only that income accrues liere. We help in the accrual of 
that income; they earn it but do not spend it here. The im'ome is s]ient in 
the United Kingdom and yet the refund will have to be made by the 
Government of Bengal, — ijuite contrary to the principle of their, own Act. 
So I say, first of all, it is objectionable on tlie ground that there is the 
danger of delegated legislation in this case. Such ])ower should not be 
given to the Executive at all and <|uestions will be raised as to whether 
this is legal, whether such i law can be enaeted by tlie Government at all. 
i^o that if the House agrees to thi> proposition, it will only be stultifying 
itself. It is also a valid and cardinal j)rineiple that a man is entitled to 
get a refund only from the country which derives any benefit from the 
income and not fiom the country where the ineonu' aerrues. So a clever 
raanij)ulation was made : leave the power to the Government and they will 
make adetpiate ])rovision for the ])iirpnse. Instead of making a clear provi- 
8on to that effect and laying it before the House as to what kind of relief 

should be given, and what is the extent of that relief, only a very short 

provision is made, a short ])rovision no doubt, but a provision ]>regnant 
with serious (•onse(iuenees. The Urovimnal Government should not be 
given this ])ow(U’ t(^ make any ])rovision in respect of relief and I would 
therefore say that this clause should be deleted and should not find a place 
in the statute. Further, I do not think that any ])arty considerations 
should intervene in this matter. We have seen enougdi of ])artv considera- 
tions in respect of some of the laws passed here. The laws should be passed 
only after taking into eonsideratiem the best interests of the country and of 
the people. In regard to such a ])rovision which affects the main principle 

of taxation and of refund, we should rise above party ))olities and unani- 

mously reject this clause 49. 

Mr. BANKSM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I would like to supimrt 
the moi ion that has been moved aboni the delelioii of clause 49 of tbe 
Bill. I do not know who is res]>onsible for tbe drafting of this clause as it 
stands in the Bill. Tf we look at the history of thisFlause itself you will find 
that i?i the Bill as published in tin* (Uthutia (jdzvftc on tbe 2(ith of August, 
1944, this clause wtis (4ause 47 and it stood exactly in tbe form in w^hich it 
ii'ow si a lids in the Bill. When llie Bill w'ent to the Select Committee in the 
Low’d* House, the Selecl Committee leported on the Bill, and we find that 
<‘laus('s 47 and 4S dealing wilh analogous snbjei'ts, as follows: “As Hie 
Boojie ol tlie Bill is limited to iiH'ome derived exclusively from lands and 
originaling exclusively within Ifengal, we are of ojiinion that any ])rovi- 
sion for relief of double taxation is not a])pro])riate and that the respons- 

ibi]it\ f<«r I’elief of double taxation, if any, is on the country, etc 

We find one of (be signatories to the Select Committee repoi‘t is our 
Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. (loswami. now* in charge of the Bill. 
That Selei’i Conuniftee w’anted to delete these tw’o clauses 47 and 48. We 
find a note of dissseiit by Mr. Royen Hodge, a member of tbe Bengal Legis- 
ladive Assimibly, wlio in his remarks on clause 47 and clause 48 states inter 
alui that “As regards the Ignited Kingdom where relief is given first by His 

Majesty’s Government on the ])re8ent rate ”. 

^ * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mukherjee, I think you can- 
not refer to the report of tbe Select Committee because that is not before us. 
We ai*e considering the Bill as i)assed by the other House. 

Mr. BANKiM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But, Sir, in dealing with 
the Bill we have to refer to the history of the Bill. It is a question of 
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legislation and whenever a Ht)iise deals with legislivtiim it is entitled to look 
to the history of the whole thing, because an Act i"' a joint prtMluct of both 
the Houses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is so; blit it h<as never bei'ii the practice to refer 
to the Select Coiuinittee report of the other House. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; Un a \Hnni of privilege. Sir. We have 
the privilege of reterring to the iiislorv of the Bill we consider here. In the 
House of Cuinnions it is also the same. In other Houses ot Legislature 
the practice is the same 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, t>rder. 1 have imdeist (Mill \(nir point. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: ilon < an you undiMstand mv jioint 
when J have not finished r' 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Your ])oint does not lecjuiK* imndi clarification. 
All I say is that this has never been the piactic(‘. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That does not matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: mailers very much. We liave to follow the 

tradition 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But, Sir, the reimrt ot the Select 

Committee should be allowed t-o be read 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Orde r, order. You must not talk simultaneously 
with the Chair. 

It is not the prai'tice to refer in detail b> the jiriK-eedings of the other 
House, esper'iallv t-o the report of any Select (^ominittee. The Select 
Committee reports to that House and this House has iiohing to do with it. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, there might be some members 
present here who gave certain opinion on certain facts and we can go into 
that as far as this mattei' is emcenied. The Finance Minister was there 
and he gave certain ojiinions and we can certainly refer to them. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you can certainly mention the 
facts without referring to the report of the Selei't Committee. There is no 
objection to your stating the fact but you should not make a reference 
pointedly to the rejiort of the Seleid Committee of the oilier House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I do not understand fV 

I Y^ou are the custodian of tlie rights and privilegi‘s ot this House 
and as such you should 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a question of the rights and privileges of 
the House.' It is a question of procedure. Mr. Mukherjee, will you please 
resume your speech? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I q-uite appreciate 
that the report of the Select Committee should not be referred to, as you 
have stated and I can refer to the facts mentioned in the Select Committee 
and that is exactly what I was doing and nothing else. As a matter of 
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fact, in dealing with the facts I am certainly entitled to state something 
which is stated by other members so that it may not be suggested that I 
am misquoting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You realise, Mr. Mukherjee, that it is not the 
practice here tio refer directly to the proceedings of th^ o^her House.* 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Now, Sir, that is the 
position and the matter was discussed and we find that the clause has been 
inserted. I am not going to move the reasons and circumstances under 
which this clause was re-inserted in the Bill in the Lower House. Now, 
Sir, let us consider the various aspects of the clause itself. T will first of 
all deal with the legality of certain clauses of the Bill. Now, if we refer 
to clause 49(2) and then a^ain sub-clause (a) which says: ‘^For the purposes 
of this section ‘other income-tax’ means any income-tax, super-tax or sur- 
tax charged under — 

(a) any law of a province other than 'Bengal in force in that province.”’ 
we find that the principle provided is that the Provincial Government 
should be allowed to grant relief if any other province has imposed a tax 
on agricultural inconu' which is dealt with by the present Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill wliich is to be in force in Bengal. Let us now consider 
whether any other province is under the constitution entitled to impose 
any tax on agricultural income in Bengal. Now, Sir, if we look to item 41 
in List II of the Seventh Schedule, it will be found that lagricultural income 
is nan exclusively provincial subject and therefore one province cannot tax 
agricultural income of another province. Therefore, in the first instance 
the reference to sub-clause (a) in sub-clause (2) of clause 49 seems to be 
inappropriate and isjikely to bring in confusion. I, therefore, submit that 
if we do not delete this clause, then we shall be eiitacting something which 
is not in accord with the Constitution. Therefore, I say that as far as 
sub-clause of sub-clause (2) of clause 49 is concerned, it has got to go 
away from the Bill. 

Now let us consider the other sub-clauses in this clause. After (a) and 
(h) of sub-clause (2), we find the following: wliere the laws of such Province, 
State or part of His Majesty’s Dominions or of the United Ringdom, as the 
case may be, provide for relief in respect of tax charged on income both in 
such Province, State or ])art of His Majesty’s Dominions, or in the United 
Kingdom, as the case may be, and in Bengal, whi(*h appears to the Provin- 
cial Government to correspond to the relief which may be granted under 
this section. 

I do not know that any Dominions of llis Majesty is entitled to raise any 
tax on agricultural income — I lay stress on this — on the income in this 
province and I submit that unless this point is cleared up this provision also 
seems to be inappropriate. AVhat really has been done is that the 
United Ivingdom Fiirance Act has imposed a fax on all incomes outside 
Britain and within the Dominions including India and that is to he found in 
the various Finance Acts of the United Kingdom. Now with regard to that, 

I made my position (piite clear wUen I moved other amendments with reference 
to this Bill and I would only make a short reference to that only so far as the 
United Kingdom tax is concerned. With regard to that the position is 
this: under section 27 of the Finance Act, the United Kingdom will give 
relief to the extent of half the Dominion rate or the rate which is charged 
in any other country outside Britain. The taxation which we are levying 
so far as the tea companies are concerned is 80 pies in the rupee; that is 2 
annas and 6 pies in the rupee. Now the United Kingdom tax is, I believe, 
10 8. in the pound and therefore half of the income is levied as tax in the 
United Kingdom. 

In the United Kingdom, a tax-payer gets a relief to the extent of half 
the tax which is paid here, he gets the entire amount which he pays here 
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Irom the United Xingdoiu itself. Therefore, there is nothing to be relieved 
80 far as the present rate is concerned and 1 hope the European members 
will support the motion. They have nothing to bo afraid of so far as the 
present rate is concerned. 

Now, let me consider the question from ihe point of view whitdi has been 
submitted by my honourable friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, namely, 
what is the power which the Provincial Legislature wants to retain under 
this clause. We have been asked to pass a measure l>y which we lire to 
delegate our authority of legislation to the Provincial (lovernment by 
authorising them to make })rovisio;i for granting relief in re.sj)ect of agricul- 
tural income. 1 submit tliis matter has gt)t to be seriously considereii. If 
it is outside the swpe of the Provincial Legislature to delegate its authority 
of legislation to the Provincial (lOvernment ami the clause should not he 
allowed to retain in the shape in which it stands at present. 

Now’, before referring to the provision of the Indian Income-tax Act 
itself, 1 would refer llie Ilon’hle Minister to the ]»art‘ii( j)rovision in the 
Indian Income-tax which the Hon’hle Minister ipiotes Irequently. We 
may read section 49 of the Indian Income-tax Act and se*' whether the 
Central Legislature was reciuested by the ('entral (h»vernmeut. to give to 
them a delegated authority of the nature wdiieh the 1 rovineial Government 
wants in'this clause. We find in th(‘ (hmtral Act liow relief is to he granted 
but there is no delegation at all. Under section 27 of the Indian Act w'e 
find that he shall be entitled to a refund of a sum equal to tin* difference 
btdxveen Indian rate of tax and the rate at wdiicli he was entitled to obtain 
relief under that section. I would reciuest the llon’])h‘ Minister to make 
note of thi.s. Therefore, it seems that clause 49 does not conteni plate any 
delegation of autliority to tin* (Viitral Goveriniu‘nt to issue hy notification 
the extent of the relief whicli the lax-payer has to gt‘t from the lumds of the 
Chmtral Income-tax authorities. 

Now let us consider clause 49A of the Hill. Clause 49A of the Lvdiaii 
Income-tax Act was suhse(iueut ly iut:rodu(‘(‘d hy n*asou (d an amendment 
W’hich was passed in 1949 and which was inserted hy section oS of the 
Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act (Act VII of 1949). N(>w,%(’lause 49A 
af the Indian Income-tax is in the followiiig words: — 

“49A. (1) The Central Government, may, hy notification in the official 

Gazette, make j)rovi8ion tor the granting of relief in respect of 
imome on which has been paid both income-tax (including 
super-tax) under this A»-t and Dominion income-tax.” 

Now, here you will find mention is made with reference to- “Dominion 
income-tax’ ’ which are as follows : — 

“(-2) For the purposes of this section ‘Dominion income-tax’ means 
any income-tax or sujrer-tax charged under any law in force in 
any Indian State or in any part of His Majesty’s Dominions 
(other than the United Kingdom) where the laws of that State 
or part provide for relief in respect of tax charged on income 
both in that State or i)art and in Hritish India which appears 
to the Central Board of Revenue to eorresponcl tx) the relief 
which may be granted by this section.” 

Now, Sir, the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister may state that there is some 
amount of delegated authority’. The delegated authority comes in only 
because it is not sure wFetlier any Dominion has yet fixed any tax ujum the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Act. On the contra^% you wull find that 
section 49A expressly includes the words “United Kingdom”, because the 
United Kingdom is provided in section 49 of the Act, and there we find 
definite rules laid down for the purpose of granting relief. Now Sir, if 
we look to the Bill itself as published in the Calcutta Gazette, we nnd uiat 
there was a similar provision in clause 48 of the Bill and so far as the Bill 
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that we are now conaidering* is (‘aiieenied , I do not find clause 48 which was 
there in the Bill as luihlislied in the Calcutta Gazette and it is not to be 
found in the Bill as passed by the Lower House. Now, the salut^y provi- 
sion which iA there is the clause 49 wdiich we are now referring to and which 
includes all reliefs to be granted with reference to taxes in the Dominions, 
in the provinces and in the United Kingdom. I submit, Sir, that this is a 
clause which ought to have been seriously considered before it was drafte^l 
in a way it has been done, and it wbuld nave been better if the clause had 
been sjdit up and drafted in the manner in which we find it in the Indian 
Income-tax Act so that we might have some definiteness as to the extent 
of the relief which the assessee would be tentitled to claim under clause 49 
of the Bill. As the Bill stands at i)resent we have no other alternative but 
1o move for the deletion of the clause* so that in the first j)lace the illegal 
])rovision may not remain in the Bill; in the second place the proviftiori 
whicli is aJlra, vire.^umy not be iliere; and tliirdly, the Provincial Govern- 
n^ent is not given this w^eapon wdiicJi may be used by them for compelling the 
Euro])ean members to HU])])ort tliem. 

I do not think that the House should be asked to give a w'eapon of this 
kind to the Government, wdiatever may tlie composition of the Government 
be. In th(i first instance, as has been already pointed out that this is a 
clause which does not seem to be in accordance wn’th tlie provisions of tlie 
Government of India Act and the pow'ers of tlie ])rovincial legislature. Now 
J may refer to one or twu) section-s of tlie (Tovernment of India Act for the 
jmrpose of considering the (question as to wljeiher this matter c.ould be 
delegated to tlie provincial executive in the maniK'r in wdiigh it has been 
intended to be done. Now, Sir, so far as the jirovinces are concerned, it w ill 
be found that Part III of the Government of India Act deals with Governor’s 
Provinces, (yhapter I deals wdth the Trovinces and Chapter II with the 
provincial executive and the powers of the provincial executive are defined 
in Chapter II of tlie Act. We find different ijiiovisions mentioned in that 
cha])ter. Then eomes Chajiter III whieli deals with the Provincial Legis- 
lature and tlie iiow'ers of the Ih'ovineial Legislature for the jiurjiose of glass- 
ing Bills and tin* Bills go through the ])ro])er authorities for assent till they 
become law. We do not *11101 any provision any where in Chapter 111 
wdierehy tl^ provincial exeeiilive can be given delegated jiower. T w'ould 
refer to a jiartienlar part of the section, wdiere for iiislaiiee there is the 
question of the fiiiaiiee of the Government of Bengal, namely, Bengal’s 
* exchequer. And so far as finance is concerned, we are asked to give to the 
Provincial Government power for the purpose of abrogating a part of the 
province’s income w^hicli is enacted in other portions of the Act. By reason 
of this abrogation in favour of (*ertain classes of assessees the jirovineial 
exchequer w’ill lose a jiart of the income. I submit that this is a very serious 
matter and Government should consider seriously wdiether this clause should 
be allowed to he retained in the form in which it now stands or should be 
changed to the form in which it apjieurs in section 49 of the Indian Income- 
tax Act, so that it may have some definiteness as in that Act. 

With these wmrds, I support the amendment which seeks to delete clause 

49. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW; May I have a few words? I shall be very 
brief. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Laidlaw. 

Mr. W. B, C. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, in iny view the importance 
of this clause compared with the rest of the Bill has been greatly 
exaggerated. On the one hand, the importance of the Bill cannot possibly 
be too highly emphasised and more particularly the effect of the new tax 
•which the Bi^ seeks to introduce in respect of agricultural incomes in 
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Ben^l. 1 am not goinjr to attempt to go through all the details in the 
working of this section : I merely want to draw the attention of this House 
to one point. When we aiv considering a Bill intu^ducing a new and quite 
revolutionary tax so far us Bengal is coueerneii we lufve got to take every 
possible precaution to mitigate the eftects et .he new tax on the economio 
structure wliich has keen huilt up. 1 m>.i^i say that the ett’ect ot‘ double 
taxation relief has been exaggrerated. I sa\ that the mere existeiK'e of 
double) taxation is an argument for providing a se<*tion to mitigate the 
effects of it not merely from the point of view of the tax-payer hut from the 
Government’s point of view. I do not know whetln*r it is fully realised 
that when double taxation occurs by reason of the fact that ( apilal is being 
brought into a country from another (MUintrv, the hurden oi taxation falls 
on the borrower country. The House will admit that the hurden naturally 
falls on the shoulders of the borrower country. Is it necessary P) explain 
thatl^ It seems fairly evident. Heeause all numey has a priei‘, \Vlien 
you want finant*e, you have to pay for it. H by introducing a tax on the 
return of that money which is tin* price for hot rowing if you i t duce th('^ net 
figure, then nornial)>- the lender raise's the price next time. Tliert'fore, from 
that point of view it is said that the burden of this type of dmihh' taxation 
falls not oil the lender countr\^ not on the I'nitt'd Kingdon. hut on Bengal 
and therefore it is necessary to have some machinery, soiiu* im'ans of miti- 
gating the effect of that. It is not cssmitial as far as \<c can that this 
inachineiy should be brought into forci' immediately. But ii is advisahh*, 
it is a matt^'i' of common fore, sight to piovide for some nu'un.s of mitigating 
the effect of double taxation. For exaniplt', tlu' case of a tea coinjiany has 
been very much (pioted. If you look at llii' s(‘ciion, you will find that tlu^ro 
is no imuu'diate elVecf of it as far- a< Hengal is conci'rned. It a tea com]>any 
pays annas in Bengal and S annas in the Fniti'd Kingdom tli(‘ whole of 
the lelief will he within the Tnited Kingdom Kxch<*(|uer. In th(‘ futui'c*, 

I think' (fovei'iimcnt may fiml it necessarx to raisi* the ?'ai(‘ of tax in Bengal 
and th(‘ Hon'blc the Finance Ministiu’ will have to consider what is going 
to he the effect on this capital which i'. being sujiplit'd to Bengal. It is 
then that he will have to act (»r may have to a< t under his section. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. I nsidoit, Sii% 

if it is the decree of the Ih’ovideiice that after a feu years f should he 
called upon to write an ‘upo/o///u’, 1 will have to make many apologies to 
God and to men existing under the sun and to the ])nsterity for many aids 
of omission and commission on my ]»arl. But I am certain tliat 1 shall not 
make any a])ology on my own belialf for the enactment of clause 49 of the 
Bengal Agricultural Incopie-tax If T have to make any apology 

in that connection, I will fi .'c to make an apology on behalf of the erring 
and perverse humanity who seek to mislead the jiuhlic by misinter])reting a 
very innocent clause. Let me refer to the speech of my honourable friend 
'Mr. Mahalanobish. I am thankful to him that very likely diu' to the very 
lucid exposition on the subject by me on a jirevious occasion be was able 
to make a very clear analysis of elause 49. f am still more' thankful to 
Mr. Mahalanobish for having jiroved that having made a elear analysis of 
elause 49 it was very diftimilt for liim to put up a case- for the Opjiosition. 
Let me .say this, and I .should be very lirief, that Government cannot act 
under the provision of this clause except under certain conditions, namely, 
(1) when there i;, double taxation between Bengal and another country, (2) 
when the other country^ lirovides for some relief for double taxation and if 
relief is necessary the other country not having provided for the whole of 
the relief, and (3) provision of the relief in the two countries should be 
reciprocally and mutually agreed upon. 

Sir, I agreed to the incorporation of this clause bec.aise T feel tliaf. it 
was appropriate that such a clause should find place in an Income-lax BHl. 

I cannot foresee that. I wonder if my honourable friends of the PluropMin 
Party can foresee a time when the rate of taxation in the United Kingdom 
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will be less than double the rate of tax provided in this Bill or that our rate 
of tax will come up to more than half the United Kingdom rate, or to that 
oxtent the relief that a United Kingdom tax-payer gets is from the United 
Kingdom Treasury and not from Bengal. 

Then, Sir, it is a purely permissive clause. A situation may arise when 
Bengal Government may feel called upon to arrange for relief for double 
taxation on the basis of some kind of reciprocity. That situation may 
arise, when I do not know, in some distant future and I do not see why our 
Bill should not follow the Indian Income-tax Act in this respect. In the 
case of the Indian Income-tax Act, that contingency may arise much sooner 
than in the case of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Act. But even so, 
I think it is right — and 1 say this at the risk of repetition, it is right that 
euch a clause providing for reciprocal relief should find a place in this Bill. 
I was somewhat confused by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta’s argument and I 
wonder whether his mind was not also slightly confused. He referred to 
•clause 49 as an instance -of delegated legislation. Sir, this is not an instance 
of deleg-ated legislation. It is a power of delegation; j)ower is delegated to 
certain authorities. If that is invalid, then the Defence of India Act is 
invalid and many other Acts also are invalid. The question whether an 
order or a rule under a particular law is valid or invalid is another matter 
bu^ the ])ower to delegate the authority i>f the Legislature belongs to the 
Legislature 

Mr. HARIDA8 iMAZUMDAR: On a ])oint of information, Sir, as to 
■whether it is not rather a pistol pointed at the heads of the voters 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of information? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Regarding this delegated authority, 
namely, that the Executive will do this and that provided the House or tlie 
Legislature gives them the ])ower to do this and that. That is a pistol 
levelled against the heads of the voters, namely, that unless the voters vote 
this way, the Executive will not take certain action, etc. That is my 
jioint of enquiry. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sp, I fail to under- 
stand what Mr. Majumdar means; perhaps he docs not understand it him- 
self. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta referred to the Assam Act. May 1 tell him 
that under section -19 of the Assam Act a similar provision has been intro- 
diH*ed in daiiuary, 1944, through a rule. Now, Sir, reference was made to 
the text of the ILll as it appeared in the official Gazette in August last year. 
Since a reference has been made to it, I may be pennitted to make a sliort 
reply. It has been said and said rightly that the clause we ai^e discussing, 
danse 49, is substantially the same as clause 47 as it appeared in the 
original Bill. It was also mentioned that clauses 47' and 48 were omitted 
by the Select Committee in another place. That is true, Sir; it is to 
cdause 48 in the original Bill itself that real objection attached and I do 
think tliat we have done rightly in having deleted clause 48 as I explained 
at great length on a previous oc(uision. So far as clause 49 of the Bill now 
before us is concerned, it is substantially the same as clause 47 of the 
original Bill. I cannot think that it is right and proper that it should find 
a place in the Bill. 

Khlin B&hfldur NAZIRUDDIN AHMACt: Sir, may I most respect- 
fully ask one or two questions? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think you have taken enough time of the House 
in this matter. 

^ The question before the House is: that clause 49 of the Bill be deleted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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**X‘- Before I adjourn the House, I want to mention 

one thinp. Ihe other day I wanted to put amendment No. 145 to vote 
and the Opposition wanted time. Is it the desire of the Opposition to put 
the amendment </r novo today? I got tlie impr-'^sion that the Opposition 
telt aggrieved that they could not get the opporiuiiitj" to divide the House 
on that amendiiient 1 am willing to give the Op])osition a chance of 
mustering their lull strength at the time of voting. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We want to have discussion amongst 
ourselves over this matter and I sliall let you know our decision tomorrow. 


i /f*** PRESIDENT: There should be no disimssion. Then tomorrow 1 
shall put the question to vote. 


Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: 

jirepurp for the voting. The voting 


We shall also reipiire some time 
may be done today. 


to 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No, T must give the 
their strength, ihe ITouse stands adjourned 


(Opposition time to iiiuster 
till 2 ]).m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 ]> m 
1944. 


on Tuesday, 


the loth October. 
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[9th Oct., 1944.] 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 9th 
October, 1944 : — 

(1) Mr. Moazze;tnali Chowdhury. 

(2) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Mohammad H. Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(5) Mr. Mohamed Ilossain. 

(6) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(7) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(8) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(9) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

/(lO) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzainan. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


First Sassiofi, 1944- No. 84. 


The Council met in the Lejfislative Chamber of the T-rtsgidlative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the lOth October, 1^44, at 2 p.m., being 
the' eighty-fourth day of the First Session of 1JH4, pursuant to section 
62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 19-15. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Koy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. ^ 


Point of information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, before the busioess of the day is 
taken up, I liave some information to ask lor, I rose on that point yesterday 
and you directed me to do so this morning. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I do not see either the llon’ble the 
Chief Minister or the Ilon’ble the Leader of the House. So it comes to 
this : that when they are not present in the House 1 cannot mention it and 
generally they make themselves scarce in tlie beginning of the sitting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou may then mention the matter at the end of the 
day’s sitting — before we rise. I presume the llon’ble Ministers will be here 
by that time r please remind me then. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 desire to rise on a 
point of information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: About what? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It is about a short-notice 
question, relating to a very indent matter but lias not yet been an8were<l 

Mr. PRESIDENT: About what subject? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: About the supply of wheat. 
I understand that wheat is suprilied by the Civil Supplies Department to 
Calcutta and the suburbs at Ks. 14 per maund. This wheat is being sup- 
plied to this Government by the Central Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Just a minute, Mr. Mukherjee : It will be better if 
you would kindly contact the Council Secretary about this thing — as to 
whether this short-notice , question has been admitted or sent to the depart- 
ment concerned. Will you kindly find this out from the Secretary? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I do so now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou can do sf) at your convenience. 

Privilege of the House. 

Mr. NAGENDRANATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, may I rise on a point 
of privilege of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is it? 

Mr. NAGENDRANATH MAHALANOBiSH: You will remember, Sir. 
that just before the House dispersed in August last, I raised a question of 
tlie privilege of this House. That was against a particular newspaper which 
207 
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published a libellous statement against the President and the honourable 
members of the House and particularly against memibers of the Opposition. 
At your request I handed over the paper to you with the portion marked. 
We have not yet ]>een able to know what has happened to it. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I have examined the matter and 1 think it sliould 
be referred to the Privilege Committee. I take it that the House agrees 
that the matter be referred to the Privilege Committee. 

(There was general agreement.) 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The adjournment motion No. 5 on the list is 
similar to what we dis(;us^ed yesterday. So I do not think it can be 
admitted. 

Regarding your motion, Rai Bahadur, you referred to the distribution 
of cloth during and Durga Puja festivals.* But as those festivals are 

now over, the urgency of your motion does no longer exist but the general 
question may be considered in connection with another adjournment motion 
which is rather down below in the list, namely, that of Mr. Bankini Chandra 
Mukherjee. So instead of taking up your adjournment motion, I will take 
up that of Mr. Mukherjee. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: The point is this. 
When I gave notice of this motion, the House was not sitting and it was not 
possible to move this motion before the House met on the 5th October. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have considered the urgency and importance of 
the matter and I don’t think that they really exist now. The general 
question regarding difficulties of cloth sup])lies may be considered in con- 
nection with a motion exactly on the same line which is down on the 
agenda. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BtANERJEE: My point is that 
Mr. Suhrawardy held out^high hopes to members — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can raise that point in connection with 
Mr. Mukherjee’s motion, Rai Bahadur. 

Next comes Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s motion. Mr. Das, do you propose 
to move your motion? " 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I give consent to it. Is there any objectipn to it? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN ^AHMED: Yes, Sir, we do object. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those members who are in supjjort of tlie motion will 
please rise in their places. 

(The motion was admitted as the requisite number of members had stood 
up in support of the motion.) 

Mr. Das, you have the leave of the House to move the motion It will 
be taken up to-morrow at the usual hour. 


The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

The House will now resume further consideration 
V . 1 ® Agricultural Imome-tax Bill. May I know from the Opposition 
whether they w^ant amendment No. 145 to be put to vote? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall now put clause 6 to vote. 
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Th^ question before the House is : That clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, df you want to speak on 
amendment No. 836. You actually moved the :*ineudment pieviously? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I could not move it because at that time 
it was decided that this amendment would be taken up after amendment 
No. 344(A) is finished. However, Sir, I do not move it at all. 1 shall 
move amendment No. 345. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You were not jiresent in the House at the time wlien 
I called your name yesterday. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it was decided that this amendment 
would come afterwards. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, I give you a chance to move it. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move: That in sub-clause 
( 1 ) of ^lause 49 of the Bill, after the words “by notification in the Official 
Gazette” in lines 1 and 2, the words “after previous api)roval of the Legis- 
lature” be inserted. . . 

Sir, it is a jmsiiively distasteful provision that has been incorporated 
through section 49. Government should have taken Die ai)()roval of the 
Legislature before publication of this provision. With these words, 1 
move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: Tlyit in sub-clause (7) of 
clause 49 of the Bill, after the words “by notifit-ation in the Official 
Gazette” in lines 1 and 2, the words “after previous api>roval of the 
Jjegislature” l)e inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir. 1 oppose the 
amendment. The relief proposed to be granted is necessarily upon the result 
of mutual agreement between the Bengal Government and another Govern- 
ment and I think it wdll take place under conditions in w'hich reciprocity is 
possible. Therefore, Bengal Government agree to negotiate with the other 
Government and it would be very difficult to consult the Legislature in 
advance. I think Government ought to be free at the stage of negotiation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause ( 1 ) of clause 49 of the Bill, after the words “by notification in the 
Official Gazette” in line 1 and 2, the words “after previous approval of the 
Legislature” be inserted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 

AYES— U. 

Ral Bahadur B. RA. Maltra. 

Mr. H. O. MajumSar. 

Mr. N. N. Mohofanabfsh. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal ChaudhurR. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Blren Roy. 

NOES— 20. 

Mrs. K. D'Rozarlo. 

Mr. j. s. Graham. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

Hon’bio Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoaafn. 
Mr. L. Hoaaaln. 

Maulana Motid. Akram Khan. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. • 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Bantrji. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravorti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Oat. 

Mr. N. c. Datta. 

Mr. K. K. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. c. E. Clarke. 
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Mr. A. Uittfr. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 
Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 


Mr. K. C. Roy ChoaNthury, 
Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 
Dr. K. Talufcdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes” 
being — 16, and the “Noes” — ^20, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause {2) of clause 49 of the Bill, the following words, letter and brackets 
be omitted, namely: — 

“(a) any law of a Province other than Bengal in force in that Province, 
or” ; 

I had already in a general manner discussed this matter yesterday. So 
I need only sum up those arguments today. I shall read clause 49 omitting 
the portions which are not relevant to the amendment. The clause would 
then read like this : The Provincial Government may by notification in the 
official Gazette make provision for the granting of relief in respect of agri- 
cultural income on which both agricultural income-tax under this Act and 
other income-tax have been paid; 

{2) For the purposes ot this section “otlier income-tax” means any 
income-tax, super-tax or sur-tax charged under- — 

{h) any law in force in any Indian State, or in any part of His Majesty’s 
Dominions, or in the United Kingdom, 

where the laws of such Province, et(;., provide for relief in respect of tax 
charged on income both in such IVovince, State or part of His Majesty’s 
Dominions, which appears to the Provincial Government to correspond to the 
relief which may be granted under this section, [and if any law in another 
province provides that such provision has also made a corresponding provi- 
sion for relief.] 

The provision aifecting tlie province is just like this: if there is a tax 
imposed by this province for agricultural income arising from the land 
within its boundaries and if again another provin(;e imposes an agricultural 
tax or other tax upon the same, then there is double taxation and Govern- 
ment is authorised to relieve the double taxation provided there is a corres- 
ponding arrangement for relief wntli the other (jovermnent. I do not wish 
to waste the time of the House by repeating wliat I already said yesterday. 
1 w^onld simply conclude by saying that there could be no double taxation 
between two provinces with regard to agricultural income. Each is confined 
within exclusive watertight compartments. They are exclusive and 
mutually exclusive taxing units. So there could be no double taxation 
between the provinces. Any income which accrues in and is taxable by 
Bengal cannot be taxed by another province. Vtre versa, no other province 
can tax any income accruing in Bengal. The offending words constWte an 
anomaly and try to remove an imaginary difficulty. The words must be 
omitted. 'With these few words, T move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDCtlT: Amendment moved : That in sub-clause {2) of 
clause 49 of the Bill, the following words, letter and brackets be omitted, 
namely : — 

“(o) any law of a Province other than Bengal in force in that Province, 
or’" 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(2) oi clause 49 of the Bill, the following words, letter and brackets be 
omitted, namely : — 

‘‘(a) any law of a Province other than Bengal in force in that Province, 
(The amendment was negatived.) 
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nf ^ ^ clause 49 

Tn of sub-clauBe {2), the words and romma “or 

Majesty s Dominions, or in the United Kingdom”, in lines 


Already in connection with the amendment regarding the deletion of 
the whole clause, there has been a full discussion. Now this present 
imendn^nt is meant to secure the deletion of a portion of that clause. 
..lause 49 provides for relief in the shape of refund in a case where it is 
•emiired bv any law of a province other than Benpal or by anv law enforced 
n In^an btates or in any part of His Majesty’s Dominions or in the Fuited 
lingdom . 


Now, this amendment only contemplates that so iur as any portion of 
he country included within India is concerned, the clause may ‘remain ; hut 
{ nny sort of recij)rocal lelief is idaimed in respect of payment made or 
equired to be made in any portion of the United Kingdom or His Majesty’s 
lominion which is outside India, that ought not to find a ])lace in it. ' With 
hat end in view, this amendment has been moved the object being that 
here should be some reason lor giving reci])rocal relief in respeci of a clause 
n force within India. I here is no reason why we sliall go heycmd it and 
hink of giving relief in respect of a tax to be paid under anv law in the 
Jnited Kingdom and the Dominions. Now, while discussing clause 49 the 
lon’ble the Finance Minister said that the Assam Agricultural Act also 
lakes such a provision for refund and reference was made to section d9 of 
le Assam Act. Now, section 39 of that Act never coniemplaies ihe position 
mich we have in view’. I was astonished to find that one in the position of 
fe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department should make 
n attempt to interpret section 39 of the Assam Act in that way. That sec- 
on only says^ that refund shall be admissible. The eircuinstances and the 
tanner in which refund sliall be allowed shall be presi'ribed under rule oO. 
pparently, it means that so far as the Assam Act is concerned, it does not 
rovide for any refund on the ground of reciprocal relief ; it only (*oiitem- 
ates refund in case where payment might have been made where assessment 
IS been made, and there has been some mistake and that that mistake could 
J rectified. In that case, it was a consequential relief. Therefore, the 
been^ placed in its true and proper perspective by the 
on ble Minister. So, in moving the amendment, I say that while accept- 
g the principle of reciprocal relief so far as India is concerned, my 
aendment only aims that it should not be extended beyond the shores of 
idia. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved That in clause 49 of the Bill. 

sub-clause (2)y the words and comma “or in any part of 
9 Majesty s Dominions, or in the United Kingdom” in lines '10-12 be 


•j*®"’*”® “r- TyV®' OH'^NDRA COSWAMI: Sir, T have already 
e ore««;n!?’ PMition 1 hope ve^ clearly, regarding clause 49 on more than 
II I. ^ “ justifications for incorporating clause 49 in this 

rt m,r looked forward to a much more effective international status 

tus ^mnWes effective international 

ate on thtt »» ^ell as rights and privileges, I do not wish to 

it T Ifamini Kumar Dutta 

tural Incom^tfv^R n^® ^;estorday with regard to the Assam Agri- 

mto WhnTT*c»-i^‘ ■ fu?'’ **“'^i* 1" mislead 

14 'Vhat I said was this and I said it very clearly that in January, 

•ated tl” similar to the provision we are discussing has been incor- 

is is a fe .+ ^ I’y section 39 of the Assam Act. 

Iaibo u ^ of which Mr. Kami).! Kumar Dutta may be unaware, never- 
. . 11 ^ that in the Assam law a similar provision does exist to-day. 

ax IS all 1 have got to say in opposing the amendment. 
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lir. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The question belore the House is: 
that in clause 49 of the Bill, in paragraph (h) of sub-clause (2), the words 
o^d comma “or in anv part of His Majesty’s Dominions, or in the United 
Kingdom’* in lines 10-12 be deleted. 

("The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Now, Sir, my amendment 
No. 334 will come. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that to 
sub-clause (2) of clause 49 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Provided that where relief is obtainable under any law in force in the 
Indian States or any jiart of His Jdajesty’s Dominions or in the 
United Kingdom with respect to any portion of the tax payable 
under this Act, no relief shall be granted by the Provincial 
Government under this section.” 

Sir, I have tried to make it definite, so that some vagueness may be 
removed from the section. I would, therefore, submit that the House will 
accept it, because if relief has been obtained with regard to the operation 
of the tax elsewhere, the powers of the Provincial Government should be 
tied down and they should not give any relief, if any relief has already been 
obtained elsewhere. With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to sub-clause (2) of clause 
49 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that where relief is obtainable under any law in force in the 
Indian States or any part of His Majesty’s Dominions or in the 
United Kingdom with respect to any portion of the tax payable 
under this Act, no relief shall be granted by the Provincial 
Government under this section.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I submit that 
this proviso is inconsistent with the main clause. By the main clause, 
clause 49, power is sought to be given to the Provincial^ Government to grant 
reciprocal relief in respect of double taxation within the British Empire, 
only when the laws of other countries in the Empire provide similar relief. 
This proviso, however, seeks to enact that when the other country grants 
relief Bengal should not. Such a provision is obviously had as a basis of 
reciprocity, for reciprocity means that when other countries give some relief 
we should also reciprocate and grant similar relief. The mover probably 
means that when the relief is obtainable from other countries, Bengal should 
not grant additional relief. But in that case the amendment becomes 
unnecessary because when the whole of the relief is obtainable from one 
country, the need for further relief does not exist and will not arise. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that to sub-clause 
{2) of clause 49 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that where relief is obtainable under any law in force injhr 
Indian States or any part of His Majesty’s Dominions or in "the 
United Kingdom wdth respect to any portion of the tax payable 
under this Act, no relief shall be granted by the Provincial Govern- 
ment under this section”. 

The question being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result ; — 


AYES— 19 

Mr. L. t. Das. 
Mr. N. C. Datta. 
Mr. K. K. Datta. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Rai Bahadur K. 0. Banerjae. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravartl. 





AGKICULTURAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


18 ^ 


Mr- M. R. Jaipuria. 

AIM« Kim Bahadur Sk. Mohd. Jan. 
H* KftOir* 

Rfti Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Mojumdar. 

Mr. K. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. MuKherJi. 


Mr. R. Pal Chaudhury. 

Rai tahib il. N. Roy. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Jilmi Roy. 

Mr, B. K. Roy Choudhury. 

It ban Bahib Maulvf Wahiduuaman. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmod. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. K. Baksh. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. <1, Cohen. 

Mrs. K. O’Rozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 


NOEt-^23 

Mr. J. 8. Graham. 

Khan Bahadur A. Qofran. 

Hon*ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoealn. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldiaw. 

Mr. A. Latiff. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House lus divided. The 
Ayes'’ being — 19, and the ^‘Noes” — 2d, the amendment is negatived. 

Clause 4IK 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 49 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

CloAise 60. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 50 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 61. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That clause 51 
stand part of the Bill, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 62. 

• Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 52 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I bcig to move; that in clause 52' 
of the Bill, for the word “four’’ in line 4, the word “three” be substituted. 

Sir, this clause deals with limitation of claims for refunds. It says 
“No. claim to any refund of agriculiural income-tax under this chapter shall 
be allowed unless it is made wuthin four years from the last day of the 

financial year etc.” I suggest three years. With these few words, I 

move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Amendment moved: That in clause 52 of the Bill, 
for the word “four” in line 4, the word ‘‘three” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CMANDRA GOSWAMI; Sir, I oppose the 

amendment. 

£ Ji* question before the House is. That iii clause 52 
of the Bill, for the word “four” in line 4 the word “three” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : That clause 52 
stand part of the Bill, » 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Clause 63, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 53 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: That in 
sub-clause (1) of clause 53 of the Bill, in paragraph (a), the word “or’’ be 
inserted at the end. 

Sir, there are several sub-clai^ses : (a), {h) and (c) ; and so the alter- 
native form should be separated by the word “or” simply to show that it 
is not cumulative but alternative. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in sub-clause {1) of 
clause 53 of the B^ll, in paragraph (a), the word “dr” be inserted at the end. 

Th. HonW. Mr. TULSi CHANDRA CO8WA1I1: Sir, I think this is 
a drafting amendment and I think our draft is clear enough. I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 63 of the Bill, in paragraph (a), the word “or” be 
inserted at the end. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: that in 
sub-clause (i) of clause 63 of the Bill, in* paragraph (6), for the words 
“whichever is the later” in line 6, the words “whichever is later” be 
substituted. 

The expression which I want to introduce is usually used in other 
Acts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause (7) of 
clause 63 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the words “whichever is the 
later” in line 6, the words “whichever is later” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C 08 WAMI; Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That in sub- 
clause (i) of clause 53 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), for the words “which- 
ever is the later” in line 6, the words “whichever is later” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khsn Bdhactur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: That in 
eub-clause {l).oi clause 53 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), the word “or” be 
inserted at the end. 

Sir, one^ amendment of similar nature has been rejected and if this 
amendment is accepted, the alternative character of the clause will be 
apparent. I submit that if the clause remains as it is, there will be doubts 
and difficulties and doubts and difficulties should never be left in a clause, 
for we may have to go to the High Court for a settlement. It is far better 
to introduce words which leave no room for doubts or difficulties. Though 
this is a drafting amendment, yet drafting improvement is often very 
important, ^ith these few words, I move my amendment for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

. 

^ Mf, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause {1) of clause 
53 of the Bill, *in paragraph (5), the word “or” be inserted at the end. 

Th 6 Hon^blo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I submit that 
the alternative^ character of the clause is qujte clear. I may refer to our 
Bible, the Indian Income-tax Act, and I find that the word “or’* is not in 
flection 61 of the Indian Income-tax Act. Similarly, in clause 53 you do 
not find the use of the word “or” for the simple reason that it is 
unnecessary. 
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Mia PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 53 of the Bill, in paragraph (6), the word “or” be 
inserted at the end. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (1) of clause 53 of the Bill, for the words “punishable with a 
fine” occurring in the last line, the words “punishable with fine” be substi- 
tuted. 

Sir, the letter “a” seems to be redundant and is not to he found in any 
section even of the Indian Penal Code relating to crime. 1 have followed 
a much bigger Act than the Indian Income-tax Act, namely, the Indian 
Penal Code* which was drafted by liord Macaulay and which was revised by 
Sir Barnes Pea(^ock. That Act is a model of legislative enactment. I 
choog^e to follow that. With this authority behind tl^e amendment, 1 beg 
to move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause {!) of clause 
53 of the Bill, for the words “punishable with a fine” occurring in the last 
line, the words “punishable with fii\e“ be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(1) of clause 53 of the Bill, for the words “punishable witli a tine” occurring 
in the last line, the words “punishable wuth fine” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 53 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Ckmse f)4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 54 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 54 of the Bill, for the words “a statement” in line 1, the words any 
statement” be substituted. 

Sir, I must confess that this is a drafting amendment but I submit 
that this would be an improvement. The clause begins like this : “if a 
person makes a statement a verification”. The word “any ’ is more 
emphatic and it is used in other Acts which have already received the 
approval of generations in India, namely, “if a person makes any statement 

in a verification ” This is more emphatic and more precise and less 

vague than the letter “a”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 54 of the Bill, 
for the words “a statement” in line 1, the words “any statement” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I think our 
drafting is good. In section 52 of the Indian Income-tax Act the expression 
is in these words, namely, “if a person makes a statement in a verification, 
etc., etc....”. So I think that the two geniuses have agreed and therefore 
I may stick to our draft. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 54 of the Bill, for the words “a statement” in line 1 the words 
“any statement” be substituted. 

(The amendment was nega^tived.) 
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Khftfi Btthftdtif NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 64 of the Bill, the comma after the word “punishable*' in line 6 be 
deleted. 

Sir, the reason for the deletion of the comma is that there is a parentheti- 
cal expression “on conviction before a Magistrate’*. The usual rule of 
grammer is that this should either be marked off by commas on both sides 
or there should be no comma at all. If you put a comma on one side, there 
should be another comma on the other. This is the usual rule. I have 
attempted to delete the comma and also put no comma after the end of the 
parenthetical expression. If you retain it, it makes a good case for the 
insertion of a comma at the other end. If you delete the comma after the 
word “punishable**, then the other amendments need not be moved. 

So I am putting it only in the alternative form. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 54 of the Bill, 
the comma after the word “punishable” in line 5 be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAM I : Sir, recent ex- 
perience has shown that commas are very expensive. I do not know how 
much it has cost the various relief funds in Bengal at tlie back of the 
Opposition; but I know that it has cost the public exdhequer of Bengal a 
few thousands of rupees. So I oppose the motion. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in clause 
54 of the Bill, after the word “Magistrate” in line 6, a comma be inserted. 

Sir, I have already given my reasons while moving the last amendment; 
but I cannot refrain from making a remark or two by way of reply to the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Bill. He said that commas have become 
very expensive. I quite admit that; but I deny any responsibility on the 
part of the mover of the amendment concerned for this expenditure. Who 
was responsible for all that trouble? Was it the mover or the supporters of 
Government who were not alert on that occasion? I assert that it was due 
simply to want of alertness on the part of the supporters of Government 
that this expenditure had to be incurred. In fact, if any money was lost, 
it was due entirely to the absence of any attention on the part of the sup- 
porters of Government to what was happening in the House. The insertion 
of the comma was moved by me not with any ulterior motive but in a per- 
fectly innocent spirit and it led to a costly mistake. It was the duty of the 
Government and those who support them to be alert. They did not do 
what w^as expected of them and thus the mischief was due to their default. 
This (^oinma may have cost a certain amount of money but it must be consi- 
dered to have been well-spent if it has brought the necess^y corrective to 
the members of the Government benches. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 54 of the 
Bill after the word “Magistrate” in line 6, a comma be inserted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment moved by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad and in doing so 
I want to say something in reply to what the Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
stated a few minutes ago in connection with another amendment relating to 
the insertion of a comma in this Bill. It, is well-known and has already 
been said by my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad that 
it was due clearly to want of alertness on the part of the members of that 
side of the House. I am not, however, going to dilate on that aspect of 
the matter. The question is : what purpose amendment No, 145 has served 
fio far as this House is concerned? The Hon’ble Finance Minister states 
that it has cost a few thousands of rupees to the Bengal Exchequer. I do 
not know whether he will give us the exact amount already spent but what 
I submit is : that the matter has done a good service so far the privileges 
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, of this House are concerned. It has removed a doubt which was prevail- 
ing in the minds not only of the members of this House but also in very 
high quarters that section 87 of the Government of In^ia Act gives absolute 
immunity to the proceedings of this Hc’Cse. That misconception has now 
been removed and the Homble High ('ourt has held that section 87 of the 
Government of India Act does not jgive an absolute immunity to the House. 

The remark of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister does not seem to be 
quite relevant and I think the hon’ble memWs of the House should know 
what purpose that amendment has served. We do not admit that it was a 
mere ornamental comma. One of the Judges said that it Was really neces- 
sary and that it would lead to an improvement. 8o far as the present amend- 
ment is concerned, it has been made quite clear by my honourable friend 
that if you do insert the other comma, yo\i oiiglit to insert this comma in 
order that it might give some meaning to the section itself. If no comma 
had been put in the first place, this comma need not have been inserted. 
Therefore, I submit, Sir, that if you have already negatived the other 
amendments, you ought to accept this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I opjmse the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is : That in clause 64 
of the Bill, after the word “Magistrate” in line b, a comma be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 54 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Clause 66. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 55 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 55 of 
the Bill, for sub-clause (7), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

“((7) No court shall take cognizance of an offeiu*e under section 55 or 
section 54 except on the previous sanction of the Commissioner”^ 

Sir, the vsub-clause which is to be found in the Bill runs thus: — 

“A person shall noi be proceeded against for an offence under section 
55 or section oi except at the instance of the Commissioner.” 

Instead of the word “at the instance of the Commissioner”, I have put in 
“with tile previous sanction of the Commissioner”. The sub-clause is 
rather misleading. It is not in the proper form. The proper form is 
found in .section 195 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. If you say, *a 
person shall not be prosecuted’ it is really a request to the prosecutor not 
to prosecute without previous approval of the Commissioner. It does not 
strike at the jurisdiction of the Court by preventing a prosecution. In 
fact, if a man prosecutes an accused in disregard of the provisions of 
sub-clause (7), the prosecution would not necessarily be illegal. Kvery 
violation of law does not make the proceedings illegal. I may cite a well- 
known case which had gone up to the Privy Council. In fact^ there is a 
provision that the Indian Police cannot chase an accused into an Indian 
State and arrest him there. Now, an accused was chased and arrested in 
an Indian State and convicted in a British Indian court. Eventually this 
case went up to the Privy Council. The question arose as to whether the 
police officer’s act was in violation of the legislative provisions and i^hether 
it was not outside the mandatory provisions of the Criminal Procedure Cc^e. 
It was held by TWr Lordships — and there are a large number of similar 
rulings of the Privy Council on this point — that though the arrest was 
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illegal aod uli/ra vires, the man had been legally tried and punished. If 
the arrest was illegal^ then it was a case between the police officer and the 
State in which the violation of the law was made. Sir, this is a nice and 
subtle question and it might not be appreciated by some members of this 
House ; put it may be of some importance in a court of law and to them it 
would give rise to a considerable amount of doubt. The amendment 
follows the line of section 195 of the. Criminal Procedure Code. In connec- 
tion with the Bengal Monej^-lenders’ Act, I moved an amendment which 
was accepted and that is now part of the Act. That draft can be found in 
the Legislative 'Department. In spite of that correction which the House 
on that occasion made, the Legislative Department which must have been 
entrusted with the drafting of the clauses of this Bill, did not adopt that 
but has copied other Bill, as from a copy book which w^as probably, on the 
draftman’s table. The Legislative Department has evolved a vicious circle 
beyond which it cannot go. The standard drafting should be adopted. 

With these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in clause 55 
)f the Bill, for sub-clause {1), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
aamely : — 

‘^(i) No court shall take cognizance of an offence under section 53 or 
section 54 except on the previous sanction of the Commissioner.’^ 

Mir. HUMjAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to support this 
imendment. In doing so I would like to advance some arguments in addi- 
ion to those which have been put forward by my honourable friend, the 
ttover of this amendment. I would, at the very outset, like to j>oiuT out 
hat I differ from him on one fundamental jwint. He has commended his 
imendment to the acceptance of the House on the ground that this draft of 
he sub-clause is better than what was prepared by the Government. But 
would like to suggest to the House through you. Sir, that his amendment 
6 not a mere .re-draft of the sub-clause which was placed by the Govern- 
nent. In fact it contains an additional feature which makes it a definite 
mprovement upon the sub-clause which was prepared by the Government, 
slow, I think so far as the intention is concerned, there is no difference what- 
oever between the Government, the mover of the amendment and myself 
md, I take it, all members of this House. In intention we are all agreed, 
ind the question which arises is : whether that intention has been clearly 
dated and what exactly is the nature of that intention. 

Now, Sir, I propose to take up the Government’s draft first. “A person 
iball not be proceeded against for an offence under section 53 or ,54 except 
it the instance of the Commissioner,” I would suggest in the very beginning 
hat this indirect way of putting a negative has a comparative disadvantage, 
IS it does not clearly state the intention of Government. Here, the sugges- 
ion is as if proceeciings can be started : but after starting, the proceedings 
hall not continue except at the instance of the Commissioner. Therefore, 
>ir, even though the main purpose of this clause would he, if I understand 
he intention of the Government rightly, to bar any kind of proceedings of 
hat type, it is framed in an affirmative form and that affirmative form is 
ater qualified and made negative by a subsequent qualifying clause. Now, 
would submit that that is perhaps the happiest way of expressing the 
ntention of Government. I go still further and say that there is also an 
mbiguit^^ in the Government draft. On account of this ambiguity that I 
•'ould prefer the draft of my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
.hmad. Indeed, his draft is absolutely clear and unequivocal, I have said 
moment ago and I think it is beyond question that the purpose of this 
[ause is negative. It wants to put a restriction on any prosecution or 
roceedings and says that there shall be no prosecution or proceedings 
ccept under a special condition and that special condition is the previous 
notion of the Comipissioner. So far as the previous sanction of the Gom- 
idsioner is concerned, there is no difference between the two drafts; Bui 
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this negative intention is mnch more clearly expressed in the amendment 
moved oy my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Nasiruddin Ahmad than in 
the Government draft. My friend has said clearly what you cannot do 
with the words “proceeded against”. "Now, Sir, the words “proceeded 
against” may mean: that you may start a proceeding and not continue it. 
That is equivalent to not proceeding with a case. It may also mean: You 
do not institute a case at all. You do not proceed against a person when 
you institute a case and do not continue wutn it. You also do not proceed 
against him when you do not prosecute him at all : Therefore, Sir, the 
Government draft, as it stands now, is defective. It may be that a case 
may be instituted but because it has not been done at the instance of the 
Commissioner, therefore the proceedings may not conti’>ue and the person 
may not be proceeded against. Sir^ according to the amendment which has 
l)een suggested by my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Naziimddiu Ahmad, 
there is no possibility of any case being instituted at all, as no court shall 
take cognizance of any offence under section or 54 exc ept on the previous 
sanction of the Commissioner. Therefore, even if some officers of Govern- 
ment, subordinate to the Commissioner, should institute proceedings,— if th^ 
amendment of my honoui'able friend is carried, no court will take cognisance 
of it at all ; whereas if the Government diafi is accepted by the House, there 
will be at any rate room for ambiguity. The case may l>e instituted and 
not proceeded against and between the institution of a case and the drop- 
ping of it or not proceeding wuth it, there may be an intervsil: and during 
this interval all kinds of things might happen. In case of intricate ques- 
tions, and specially in the case of Income-tax Bills w'e know' that large 
amounts of money might be involvetl and therefore if in such a Bill there is 
any sort of loophole by which (lovernment officers might have a hold upon 
j)ersons who are liable to the tax, many undesirable consequences might 
follow. I do not say that this will always happen; but there may be cases 
where advantage might ])e taken by over-scrupulous or perhaps unscrupulous 
officers to harass persons and have them hauled up before i,hem. It is well- 
known that in man> (rases ilu^re are persons who may have money but w'ho do 
not have eitlier legal knowledge or experience; and in tht^ case of such 
])ersou8 if a case can be instituted at all or if there is a threat of the institu- 
tion of a case, that itself might suffice to frighten such a person and Wd to 
consequences which are quite undesirable not only from the point of view of 
tlie (‘ompetency, efficiency and honesty of the Government officer but also 
from the point of view of the transaction of the person concerned. ^ I sub- 
mit that if the amendment of my friend is carried, then all these possibilities 
or contingencies would not arise at all. The negative intention is negatively 
expressed and it is expressed in u form which leaves no room whatever for 
ambiguity. I would submit that we may generally take it that wherever 
action is taken with the sanction of the Commissioner, it is much more 
likely that there will be good grounds for that action compared with a case 
where proceedings might be instituted or begun or a case started by a 
private party or at the instance of an officer of the Department. I know that 
my friend, the Finance Minister, has one supreme argument against all 
amendments which, how'ever, is not an argument on merits but one might 
say is an argument of fear. I would submit that even this argument of fear 
lias thinned down by constant repetition. If you take a child to the dark 
loom time and again, then his fear of the ghost wears away. He grows 
bolder. Now that in any case a session of the Legislative Assembly will 
have to be summoned very soon for the purpose of the Supplementary 
Budget, this one supreme argument — argument ctd hominuvi one might call 
it — would depend more on the psychology of the Finance Minister than 
either on the facts before tlie House or the legal points that have been 
raised occasionally. Since the other House will have to be called, if an 
amendment which otherwise is required and which if passed would give 
satisfaction and perhaps freedom from anxiety to a large number of busi- 
ness persons, I think the lingering fear which might still trouble the 
consciousness and perhaps the conscience of the Finance Minister, that 
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lingering^ fear should not be allowed any longer to (^minate him and this 
amendment should be agreed to. I would like specially to caution my 
friends belonging to the European business community who I think would 
be more aft'ected by a change of this type compared with persons like our- 
selves who are quite safe so far as any income-tax is concerned, whether 
agricultural or otherwise. For, in our cases our incomes are taxed at the 
source and iherefore we are free to defy all income-tax officers but persons 
who have their own accounts to make and -their own accounts to submit 
should be rather careful. In any case, there is in the Government draft 
room for ambiguity or doubt or misgiving, that the rule might be used in 
a way which might unnecessarily harass even one innocent person ; and so 
it is the duty of the Legislature to see that that rule is improved. With 
these words. Sir, I support the motion. 

The Hofl’hle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAM I : The amendment sug- 
gested by my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, is a 
suitable one ; but it does not folloi^ that the form of draft w^e have adopted in 
the Bill is not equally suitable. Professor Humayun Kabir^s long speech 
was on nothing at all. The apprehension of my honourable friend is entirely 
groundless. The words in clause 55 of this Bill are quite clear and there 
is no danger of any harassment to anybody arising from the drafting we have 
adopted. If I refer to the Indian IncM:)me-Tax Act, that will not be a suffi- 
cient convincing guidance but I think it has withstood the test of time : and 
if honourable mem^rs care to look to the Income-Tax Act, they will find 
that section 53 pro^des in a way similar to our drafting. I see no difficulty 
in the present drafting and it is just as good a draft as suggested by my 
honourable friend the mover of the amendment. 


Mt*. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 55 
of the Bill, for sub-clause (i), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

^*(1) No co-urt shall take cognizance of an offence pnder section 53 or 
section 54 except on the previous sanction of the Commissioner.^’ 
The motion being i>ut, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result: — 

AYES— 17. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banarji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakra vertt. 

Mr. L. C. Dat. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur 8k. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 


Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. A. D. Roy. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury, 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


NOES— 25. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. K. Baksh. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Choardhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. j. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. OTlozario. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 

Mr. J. 8. Graham. 

Mf, PRESIDiENT: Order, order, 
fieiug— 17, md. the '^Noes”— 25, the 


Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hosain. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laldlaw. 

Mr. A. Latiff. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Setter. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


The House haw divided. Tbe ‘^Ayes” 
amendment is negatived. 
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l|f« PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 55 
stand part of the Bill, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause o6 

PRESIDENT: Clause 56 stand imrt of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I In'g to move that in suK 
clause (1) of chiuse 56 of the Bill, for the words and comma “assessment, 
proceeding” in line 6, the words “assessment proceeding” 1h‘ substituted. 

Sir, in this cuse, the co'mma is really mischievous in tlie ctulte-vt. What 
is meant is “assessment proceeding” The two words iorin a ]>air. Accord- 
ing to the rules of grammar, when two nouns are used togetlier, the first is 
an adjective and the second is a noun: as tlie words “silver spoon”. In 
the expression “assessment proceeding”, tire word “assessment” is an 
adjective and “proceeding” is a noun. They form a Imppv pair just like 
a married couple. If you interpose a comma between (hem, it will lead to 
an unhappy separation of the lovers. The comma is positively mischievous 
and not harnil<‘ss. It is not even ornamental like the one which went up to 
the High Court. In tlie lurciimstances, the oliject of tht' amendment is to 
remove the unwanted comma. 1 hope, Sir, the House will remove this 
mischievous comma and restore amity and unity between these two 
affectionate friends. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sul)-clause (]) of clause 56 
of the Bill, for the words and comma “assessment, proceeding” in line t), 
the words “assessment proceeding” be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Sir, 1 beg to support the 
amendment which has l)een moved by my honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
Naziinddin Ahmad. This time it is not the insertion of an ornamental 
comma ; hut it is tlie deletion of a comma which makes the meaning of the 
clau.se altogether different from what it is intended to be. If we read clause 
56, we find that the clause staitds in this way: “all particulars contained in 
any statement made, return furnished, etc or in any record of any assess- 
ment proceeding, ” Now^ if there is any comma after “assessment”, I 

do not understand what it will mean, and I do not understand what the 
framer of the Act means by inserting a comma there. It should be “in any 
record of any assessment proceeding ” I do not know what niy honour- 

able friend meant by talking )f a ^Iver spoon in moving this amendment. 
Possibly he tliougbt that tb>' would mean a mint of gold for the profession 
to wbic'li piyself and otber.s like me belong. Possibly by insertion of this 
comma the clau.se lias been made as vague as it could be and it might be 
the subject of many jiroceedings in law courts to which the assistance of the 
members of my jirofession will be sought and they will earn a lot. 
Therefore, Sir, we cannot silently allow this mistake to remain 
in the clause itself because it might be said afterwards that there were these 
lawyers piesent in the Council and they deliberately allowed this misrake 
to remain in order that they might earn a good lot of money el.se where. It 
is for this reason that we are projK)sing this amendment and I submit that 
this Comma should be deleted and the thing should be made clearer than 
what it is. 

With these words, I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I oppose the . niend- 
ment. ^ 

Ml*. PREBIDENTi The question before the House is that in suli-claiise 
(1) of clause 56 of the Bill, for the words and comma “assessment, proceed- 
ing” in line 6, the words “assessment proceeding” be substituted. 
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Tlio motion beings put a division was challenge and taken with the 
following result ; — 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 
Ral Bahadur K. C. BanerjI. 
Mr. 8. C. Chakravarti. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

Rai Bahadur B. M. M^itra. 
Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 


Mr. N. N. Moholanabith. 

Mr. B, C. MukharJI. 

Mr. R. Pal Chaudhuri. 

Ral Sahib J. N. Ray. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan 8ahlb Mauivi Wahiduuaman. 


Khan Sahib F. Ahmad. 

Mr. M. Ahmad. 

Mr. N. Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 

Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. K. Bakth. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Khan Bahadur A. H. Chowdhury. 
Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozarlo. 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt. 


NOES— 24. 

Mr. j. 8. Graham. 

Khan Bahadur A. Qofran. ' 

Tha Hon’Ma Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoaain. 
Mr. L. Hoasain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Mr. A. Latiff. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momln. 

Khan Bahadur M. Rahaman. 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury.* 

Mr. Yakub H. 8. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. The “Ayes” 
being — 13, and the “Noes” — 24, the amendment is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg" to move that in sub- 
< laiise (/) of clause 56 of the Bill, after the woicl, figure and brackets "‘sec- 
tion (.5)” in line 11, a comma be inserted. Sir, two commas are necessary 
to mark off a parenthesis. You cannot insert a comma at the beginning 
and leave out the other at the end. If you insert one comma, its counterpart 
should also be put in. I shall read the passage: “The Commissioner may, 
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed” this parenthetical expres- 
sion ]\SL8 been marked off by a pair of commas. “Either before or after 
the institution of proceedings” — this is a place where the next comma 
should be inserted before the words ".‘compound any such offence”. The 
main senteiu'e begins with the words “The Commissioner”. The parenthe- 
tical expression should be marked oft' by a pair of commas. Sir, it has 
been said that commas are no part of Statute. The exact point is not rele- 
vant so far as we are concerned. As to what the effect there will be to the 
interpretation or to the sub-clause is not really to the point. In the 
English Statutes it has been said that commas are no part of the Statute. 
1 have looked up the authorities and there is very good reason for the 
English rule. They say that Statutes should be so carefully and skilfully 
drafted that commas would not be necessary for clarity, or would be 
superfluous. In the English Statutes, commas can be entirely ignored 
without changing the meaning. We have not attained that standard of 
perfection. Inerefore, it is l>etter to follow the grammar so far as the rules 
lelating to commas , are concerned. Commas are useful like sign-posts. 
They are intended to guide us. In the circumstances, it would not be 
proper to get rid of them. 

With these few words, I submit my amendment for the consideration of 
the House. 

Mir. PRESIHENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause ti) of clause 
56 of the Bill, after the word, figure and brackets “section (/i)” in line 11. 
a comma be inserted. 

Mir. HUMiAYUN KABlI): Sir, I had at first no intention of speaking on 
this amendment as I think that mv honourable friend Khan Bahadur Nazir- 
uddin Ahmad has a monopoly of all the commas, semi-colons and full stops. 
I, think, Sir, yo« will appreciate the rem^k of my honourable friend when 
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he said that commas may be ornamental and that in the English Statutcvs 
commas are not necessary or required at all; because the draftsmanship is so 
excellent that there is no necessity whatsoev » for the commas to be taken 
into account when the Statute has to be interpreted. The Khan Baha- 
dur also argued that the same analog;^' of Eaiglish Statutes did not hold 
good in the case of legislations in our (‘oiiutiy and that it was uecCvSsary to 
have these commas, whether they are ornamental or otherwise. I was think- 
ing whether he was also referring to the onuiniental Mini8tershii>s which we 
have in our province. Here also it seems to us that the fundamental 
business of administration goes without Ministerial paraphernalia the 
Government can proceed and does proceed without them »vhcnever neces- 
sary. Nevertheless at times Ministers grace the executive proceedings and 
sometimes cloak the harshness of administration. — which only serves to 
show that these amiable gentlemen, though perhaps not altogether neces- 
sary, are at the same time not altogether superfluous or redundant. 
Similarly, my honourable friend was suggesting that commas in our statutes 
are not perhaps altogether necessary perhaps but are also not altogether 
unnecessary and not altogether redundant. Therefore, io view of the 
analogy between the position of the Ministers and the position of the com- 
mas, — and he was returning to the charge again and again, — I thought that 
on such a good cause he should have at least a word or two of support from 
the members on this side of the House. I, therefore, support the amend- 
ment. 

The Hofi’hte Mir. TULRI CHANDRA GOSWAMIs Sir, 1 oii^bsc the 

amendment. 

Kir. PRESIDENT: The (jiiesiioii before the House is: that in siilv-clause 
(1) of clause 50 of the Bill after the word, figure, and brackets “section (.1)“ 
in line 11, a comma lie insei ted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) s 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I lyeg to move ihui in riul>- 
clause (i) of clause 56 of the Bill, alter the words “such record” hi line Id, 
a comma be inserted. 

Sir, 1 am quite convinced with the very ixiweriul api>eal which the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill makes by simply opposing the amend- 
ment. I do not think any argument would Ix^ necessaiy in view (>f the 
strong disapproval which a single expression from the Hon’ble Minister is 
enough to secure. 

Mir. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 56 
of the Bill, after the words “such record” in lina 13, a comma be insei ted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOBWAMI: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. ♦ 

Mr. RREBIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is tliat 
in sub-clause (1) of clause 56 of the Bill, after the words “such record” in 
line 13, a comma be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 56 of the Bill, for the words “any of the particulars” 
in line 2, the words “any particulars” be substituted. 

I beg to submit, Sir, that the words “any of the particulars” are leduiid- 
ant. “Any particulars” would be quite sufficient. In these days of j>aj>er 
shortage, some economy of words would surely be appreciated. In these 
circumstances, the elimination of these twcT words “of the” might not >y 
themselves be sufficient to economise jiaper but it may l>e a pointei in e 
right direction. 

208 



1876 


AGRICULTURAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


[10th Ocjt.^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 
56 of the Bill, for the words “any of the i>articulars” in line 2, the words 
“any particulars’’ l>e substituted. 

The Hon’We Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAM1: I oppose the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 56 of the Bill,, /or the words “any of the particulars’^ in line 2, 
the words “any particulars’’ be substituted. 

(The amendment was neg'atived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, T beg to move that in sub- 
clause (3) of clause 66 of the Bill, in paragraph (a), for the words “prosecu- 
tion under the Indian Penal Code’’ in lines 2 and 3, the words and 
“prosecution under sectitvn 53 or section 54 or under the Indian Penal Code 
be substituted. 

Sir, this is more than a drafting amendment. In this clause, a very 
important principle is attempted to l>e introdmed, namely, the secrecy to be 
observed by public; servants in the matter of facts which, come to their know- 
ledge in tlie course of examination of the account books and other papers. 
This is a very nec'cssary measure and it should find a place in all Income-tax 
Acts. But there is a healthy exception too, namely, where there is prosecu- 
tion under the Income-tax A< t or other Acts or under tlie Indian Penal 
Code for an offence. The Bill has ])roceeded in that way. It has provided 
for })ow'# to disc lose in case of a ju-osecution under th(‘ Indian Penal Code. 
Prosecution under sections o3 and 54 wdll he absolutely crii>pled without 
this amendment. I think sections 53 and 54 of the present Bill ’^j^-ere 
absolutely lost sight of in drafting this clau.sc. The non-disclosure should 
not apply to them. The ban should he lifted so far as these provisions are 
concerned. 3'here is no u.se juoviding for a prosecution and preventing 
disclosure of information obtained by an otficer. In these circumstances, I 
submit that this amendment should he accepted. 

Mir. NACENDRANATH MAHALAN0BI8H : I rise to suppoi i the 
amendment which seems to be fair. Otherwise as lias been pointed cut by 
the movei', you can only disclose the information in the records of the* Bengal 
agricultural income-tax assessment only in case of prosecution under the 
Indian J*enal Code. The clause says that “nothing in this section shall apply 
to the disclosure of any of the partitailars referred to in 8ul>-secti(>n (7) for 
the purposes of a prosecution under the Indian Penal (J'ode in respect of any 
such statement, returns, accounts, documents, affidavit, dej^osition, record 
or evidence oi'«ior the purpo.ses of carrying into effect the provisions of this 
Act”. 

The question is: w'hether you are going to limit this only to the Indian 
Penal Code or g'oing* to extend it to prosecutions undei' sec;tions 53 and 54 
of this Bill. J do not find any reason w’hy there should such a limitation 
as w^e find in this sub-clause (o). It could not possibly have been intended 
by the draftsjuan that it is only in ca.se of prosecution under the Indian 
Penal Code that disclosure should not Ive an offence but that in case of other 
prosecutions disclosure should he an offence. Of course, until and unless, 
we hear the honourable Minister in charge of the Bill w^e (;annot ixrssibly 
learn wdiat was the reason behind this draft — as to w^hy prosecution under 
the Indian Penal Code alone has been mentioned here and other prosecutions 
under this Act as for instance under sections 53 and 54 were not mentioned. 
Is it the intention that mi c ase of prosecution under sections 53 and 54 of 
this Act the department will not disclose or produce the relevant documents 
before the court but would do so only in case of prosecutions under the Indian 
Penal Code? Unfortunately, in this House we are to a great extent at a 
great disadvantage because in Sieving these amendments we have to guess 
the argument or reasons of the other side, for generally we find that the 
other side except the Hon’ble Minister seldom speaks. 
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The Hon’ble Minister in chargv does not say a word but simply opposes 
it but even when he g'ives some reason in supjwrt of his objection, (his side 
of the House have really no op]x)rtunity to meet his view jx>int. The 
other day I was res^in^jr certain i-ulinif oi President Mitra when it was 
accepted by him that in cases of debate of this nature generally the President 
would look to either aide one after another so that this side may meet the 
ar^ment ot the other side. But iiere when there is no member to speak 
on the Government side I would ask you to consider whether after the 
Hon’ble Minister ^ives his reply, we may not be permitted to say a word 
or two : otherwise it would be no debate, ‘it would only bo a lifeless debate. 
The Hon’ble Minister simply stands up and says that that is not the reason. 

M!r. PRESIDENT: If the Hon’ble Minister seldom advances his reason, 
how can you improve the deliate? 

Mir. NAG EN DR A NATH MIAHALANOBISH : AVhen ho dtves not advance 
any reason, we do not want to speak ; but when he does we inig-ht be g-iven 
an opfxirtunity to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should speak in anlicij)ati()n 

Mr. BANKIM! CHANDRA MUKHERJEE : But sometinu's our antic'i- 
paiion may l)e wide of the niaik. As for instance in this pai1i< ular instance 
we find no reasonable gTouiid foi exclusion ot tin* })r(>sc« ution under section 
5d or 54 and my hououiable friend Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad has 
I'ea]]^ louud out that this is really a mistake and ought to bt‘ (‘()j‘re(*ti‘d. 1 

entirely ag-ree with him and 1 think the Ifon’bh^ Minister will find his way 
to accept this amendment or to give cogent reusons. Prosecution other 
than in the Penal Cod(‘ sliould not In* excluded even by this clause, so that 
the restriction to its disclosure may not be limited to its particular itmn 
and in doiiig so I would like to say something with ix'ferenco to clause 5G. 
(^lause 5(i, su]>-sec1ion (J) runs thus: — 

“All ]>aiticulais contained in any statement made, return iurnished or 
accounts or documents produced under the ♦provisions of this Act, 
or in any evidence given, or aflidavit or dejvosition made, in the 
course of any proceedings under this Act olbcr than proceedings 
unde]- this Chapter, or in any record of any assessment, proceeding 
or any proceeding relating to the recovery of a dt'maiid, prepared 
for the pur|Kises of this Act, shall be treated as confidential, and 
notwithstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 
1872, no (’ourt shall save as provided in sub-section (.'J) be entitled 
to re^piire any servant of the Crown to produce l)ef()re it any such 
return, accounts, documents or record or any pint of such record or 
to give cvidcnc(* before it in respect thereof.” 

Then comes clause (2) which runs thus 

“If, save as provided in sub-section (J), any servant of the (''rown dis- 
closes any of the particiilarsMeferred to in sub-sec tion (i), he shall 
be punishable with iinprisoiimcmt which may extend to six montlis, 
and shall alsol be liable to fine.” 

Then there is a sul>-clause (-‘i) whicdi runs thus: — 

“Nothing in this section shall apply to ” 

1 think the c lause should have* bc^n worded thus : — 

“Nothing- in sub-section (2) of this section shall apply In . .(»tc.’' 
Otherwise the meaning of the section liecomes vague. The suivsc ction (:j) 
says “Nothing in this section shall apply to — (a) the disclosure of any of 
the pai-ticulars referred to in sulesection (1) for the purposes of a ]>rosccution 

under the Indian Penal Code in respecit of any such statement eto.” 1 

submit it is rather vaguely worde<l. The amendment of my hoiiourable 
friend seeks to imi)rove the drafting in a certain way. It says “That in 
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sub-clause (3) of clause 56 of the Bill, in j^ragraph (a), for the words “pro- 
secution under the Indian Penal Code’’ in lines 2 and 3, the words and 
figures “prosecution under section 53 or section 54 or under the Indian 
Penal Code be substituted.” He wants specific mention of the two sections; 
otherwise the purpose of pi-ohibiting the disclosure of information contained 
in the returns as jirovided in Hiil>section (i) becomes meaningless, if you 
absolve the officer concerned from all liabilities with regard to the disclo- 
sure. So, this amendment should be accepted in order to remove the vague- 
ness. With these few words, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TULai OHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, with re^rd to 
the charge made by my honourable friend Mr. Mahalanobish that I ^vanoe 
no reason and that I am content with just saying that I oppose the amend- 
ment, I wish to say this that at times in the course of the discussion of this 
Bill I have spoken at great length and I have sometimes felt that my words 
were wasted on some of the members at least. I also discovered during my 
experience in various I>egislatures that if one wants to talk sense he must 
try to be bi‘ief. I shall briefly answer the points raised by my honourable 
friends and in doing so I may just ask the honourable mover and his 
supporters once again to read clause 56. May I do the reading? “Nothing 
in this section shall apply to — (a) the disclpsure of any of tne particulars 
referred to in sub-section (1) for the purposes of a prosecution under the 
Indian Penal Code in respect of any such statement, returns, accounts, 
documents, affidavit, deposition, record or evidence or for the purposes of 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act”. 

Well Sir, sections 53 and 54 are provisions of this Bill. There may be 
other provisions with regard to which certain amount of protection may be 
necessary. So I think the objection raised by the mover of the amendment 
falls to the ground, I wishl he carefully read the draft to find that our draft 
IS more comprehensive than the proposed draft, and further I am fortified 
by the Indian Income-tax Act. I refer the honourable member to section 51 
of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

Khofi Bahadur NA^IRUDDIN AHMAD; May I offer a personal expla- 
nation on this matter? 

M'r. PRE8IDEHT: Is it necessary? 

Khali Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; It is necessary in view of the 
remarks of the HonUile Minister. It is not merely jrersonal explanation, 
but it is more than personal explanation 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes, if the House is anxious to listen to you, you 
can go on. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, the question is whether 
the Chair would give me an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. PREBIDENT; Certainly. 

Khan Bahaidur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; The Hon’ble Minister referred 
me to a jnovision of the Indian Income-tax Act. Sir, we are all lawyers 
and as such we have some amount of experience and so we jointly say that 
these two sections are necessary. 

Mir. PRESIDENT; Order, order. It has nothing to do with your i>er- 
sonal explanation. Ihe question before the House is : that in sub-clause (3) 
of clause 56 of the Bill, in paragraph (a), for the words “prosecution under 
the Indian Penal Code” in lines 2 and 3, the words and figures “prosecution 
under section 53 or section 54 or under the Indian Penal Code” be substi- 
tuted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mk'. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have to draw the attention of the 
Racier oi tne Ilouse, in the absence of the Hon*ble Minister concerned, 
tnroug^ you, to an im])ortant matter. There a proposal with reguid to 
the withholding of the monthly grant r- Brojoinohan Institution of 
Bansal — 

M'r. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you have already put in a short- 
notice question with regard to this matter, and so far as 1 remember I have 
admitted it 

MTi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, this is a very urgent matter, and 
so 1 want to know wdicn the reply would l>e given by tli^ Government, 
because one of the professors of the 

M^i PRESIDENT: \ ou musi, realise, Mr. Mazumdar, that you cannot 
put in a short-nolice (|uestion and then follow it up by asking on the floor 
of the House another question on the same matter. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, tlie Uon’ble the (Tiief Minister pro- 
mised some time ago tliat lie Avould deal with the matter; but more than a 
month has passed and he has taken no notice of this matter. I have alsf> 
tabled another short -notice qiu'stion with regard to the Howrah Munici- 
pality affairs and I \vant a reply to that (piestion also. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, older. Sho it-notice questions should not be 
followed up by other questions (vu tlu' same matter on the floor of the Jlouse. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, if this sort ol tactics is adopted hy 
Government, then we are nowheie. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SA I YED MU>\ZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The 

Hon’ble the Chiet Minister will make a statement in reply to tliis short- 
notice question. 

Mr, BANKIMi CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: One of my questions down 
on the list has l>een held uj) owing to the absence of the Ilon’blo Minister 
in charge. It is a very urgent matter and relates to the Howrah Munici- 
pality. May I request that (loveniment will make it convenient for that 
([iiestion to be answered hy any othei Minister? It is a very imi>ortant 
matter and it should not Ive laid over for a long time. 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MXJAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I 

have taken a note of it. I shall ‘^riarige for this question to he answered — 
7iot tomoiTow perhajis hut mi the <lay after tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. The House now stands adjourned till 
2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjeumment, 

The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, the 11th October, 
1944. 
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MMbers AtoMnL 

The following niemberH were al)S(*nt front the meetiag held on the 10th 
October, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(‘0 Mr. II. Iftiq (Thowdhuiv. 

(4) Mr. If. It. Chowdhurv. 

(6). Mr. Mohd. IlabibuJIali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. a. Datta. 

(7) Mr. Mohamed Jlossaiu. 

(<i) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. R. S. Pur.sselJ. 

(10) l>r. K. 8. Ray. 

(11) Mr. 8 . N. Sariyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


First Sisskmt 1944—N4W 85. 


Tip- CorNCiL met in the Ivc*gislative Chamber of the Legislatiye 
Building, Calcutta, on Weduenday, the llth October, 11M4, at 2 p.m., being 
the eighty-fifth day of the First Session of ltM4, pursuant to section 
62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, j.p.) 
was in the Chair. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, the Public Health Minister is not 
here. Shall 1 wait till he comes? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAlZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 1 

am going to gwe reply. 


Ad]ournment motion regarding rising tide of malairia. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s I beg to move that the Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of the Government to stem 
the rising tide of malaria which is now at its peak causing havoc and deci- 
mating millions in Bengal. 

Sir, in a speech His Excellency the Governor observed that malaria had 
broken out in an epidemic form. I do not think it is necessary to make 
a long speech on this subject and I commend it to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT. The quevstion before the House is: that 
this ( ouncil do adjourn its hiisiness to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of 
the Government to stem the rising tide of malaria which is now at its peak 
causing havoc and decimating millions in Bengal. 


Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, I wish to speak on the motion that has been 
moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Laiit Chandra Das. Malaria is a 
ver^ grave problem for Bengal. I must say at the commencement of 
my speech that I do not approve the idea of Mr. Das to censure the Govern- 
ment by this motion; but 1 must say that malaria is a scourag© on Bengal. 
Ihe incidence of malaria is on the increase in Bengal. Sir, it is spreading 
day by day. Ihere was a time when some parts of Bengal, specially 
astern Bengal, were not affected so much ; but for some years this scourage 
spreading and sappmg the vitality of the people of Eastern Bengal also. 
1 be published Statistics of Government say: that in 1941 about 388,000 
People died from malaria in Bengal, i.e., about 32 per cent, deaths occurred 
‘ ^engal. Sir, owing to the reduced vitality of the people, 

during 1943 malaria could spread throughout the length and breadth 
1 from my personal experience I may say, Sir, 

Chittagong there was very little incidence of malaria; 

1^43 there was not a single family there who was not affected by 
oince then malaria has made a permanent abode in that place, 

, e pecu lanty of the disease is that it does not make any distinction 
between rich and poor or high and low. Those who were unaffected by the 
lamme were attacked by malaria and once attacked it is very difficult to 
° disease. Personally speaking from m; own experience in 

V ittagong 1 find that those people who had been affected by malaria had 
oeen trying* all sorts of medicine but they cannot recover fully. Sometimes 
210 
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there is a remission of one month or two but it occurs again after that 
period. Sir, it appears from the statistics that the consumption of quinine 
an Bengal is very low compared with her requirements. According to her popu- 
lation Bengal required about 2 lakhs pound of quinine per year but its 
consumption in 1&38-39 was only 141,000 pounds. It was further reduced to 
111,000 pounds in 1941. Since then it has been further reduced with the 
result that malaria is spreading day by day. Of course, I am conscious of 
the fact that Government of India supplied to the Government of Bengal 
during these years large quantities of mepacrine and other anti-malana 
medicines ; but the system of distribution is not what it ought to be. Sir, 
the agency through which this quinine and other drugs are being distributed 
requires very careful consideration of the department concerned. Sir, some- 
times it is said that as soon as quinine is given to any agency for free distri- 
bution it goes into the black market. I can cite one instance. Once I was 
sitting in a dispensary of a doctor when one gentleman came with a box 
containing quinine. He sold the quinine to the doctor. After enquirj|| I 
found that he happens to b^ the Chairman of a Union board. This quinine 
was supplied to him for free distribution to the villagers. So, Sir, the 
system of quinine distribution at present is not perfect and it requires to be 
improved in all possible ways. It is true large quantities of anti-malaria 
medicines have beeti supplied to Bengal. But, Sir, Bengal requires a perma- 
nent scheme for checking and preventing this fell disease. It is said that 
70 to 80 per cent, of Bengalis population are affected. According to 
Dr. Bentley even as far back as in 1923, out of BengaFs population of 384 
lakhs about 3 crores was affected with malaria and there were no remedial 
measures. According to him only a small portion got treatment in hospital 
and dispensaries. Even East Bengal districts are affected now very serious- 
ly: specially, Dacca, Tippera and Bakarganj. A virulent type of malaria 
has been raging there. Chittagong town even is now not free from this 
virulent type oi malaria. In the Chittagong town in 1941 about 2,000 
people died from malaria and in the rural areas about 10,000 died in place 
of 2,000 to 3,000 in 1940. Various remedial measures can be suggested. 
Our Hon’ble Agriculture Minister whose devotion to duty is well known, 
and who has been trying to dq^ome good to the masses in all possible means 
has taken up this aspect of the question, namely, measures for the preven- 
tion of malaria. By irrigation land will yield larger crop and the condition 
of agricultural people will be improved, and malaria also will disappear, 
yhis experiment has been carried out in Italy where people were very much 
malaria-stricken and they have got wonderful results. It was exp%rimented 
in Mauritius, and in Australia with equally wonderful results. For Bengal, 
ii is a very small thing. Dr. Bentley said that irrigation should be tried. 
Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture to pay attention to 
irrigation. He will do immense good to the people of Bengal if he seriously 
paid attention to this aspect of the case. The expenditure on malaria and 
on medicine is very inadequate in Bengal. Sir, taking the standard of 
Italy, namely, Es. 6 per head it will require about Es. 6 crores per year in 
Bengal for medical treatment of the m^ilaria-stricken people 

Mra DEPUTY PRESIDEKTs Mr, Nur Ahmed, you have spoken for 
a long time, so please try to finish now. 

Mr. HUR AHMED: Sir, I am sorry to say that I cannot support the 
motion in the form as it is now. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW:^ Mr. Deputy President, Sir, there is a good 
reason to believe that the position with regard to malaria in this Province is 
uerious, and Mr. Das has done well to bring the matter before this House. 
This, is not, Mr. Das will agree, a political question: it affects too directly 
the lives of the people. What we should be considering today is how, with 
the co-operation of all political parties. Government can check what Mr. Das 
describes as the ‘‘rising tide of malaria''. This is not, therefore, in our 
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ppiBion, a question for political censure of the Government, and from that 
point of view we do not support his motion ; hut we do consider that th-e 
aituation is serious and that all parties should assist with constructive cri- 
ticisms. In the present circumstances, tMe only eft'ective anti-malarial 
measure for the rural areas is the provision of adequate drug treatment for 
the sick. It is therefore the duty of Government faced with the threat of 
a widespread malaria epidemic to make sure that Quinine or quinine 
substitutes are obtainable by all sections of the people. Supplies of quinine 
are, we know, limited. But this year in addition to Bengal’s quota of 
quinine, Government have been able to obtain large quantities of a well- 
known quinine substitute, namely, niepacrine. According to a Press state- 
ment, the quantity of mepacrine already received amount* to no less 81 
million tablets anil a further quantity of 19 million tablets is expected. If 
ibis quantity is properly distributed, then it should be possible for every 
sick person to obtain anti-malarial drugs. Government have already 
announced that it is their intention that no persons should have to go more 
than 2 or 3 miles from their door-steps in order to obtain quinine Or quinine 
substitutes. We believe that elaborate instructions have been issued to the 
Civil Surgeons to this effect. Under these instructions mepacrine should be 
issued to all medical practitioners and a large number of retail selling agents 
should be appointed by the Civil Surgeons. We can only say that our infor- 
mation fpm ajarge number of areas, such as, Serajgunge and Nakalia in 
Pabna district, Charmugria in Faridpur district and Chandpur and Ashu- 
gunge in the Tippera district and Tarpasha in the Dacca districd — from these 
areas our information is that generally speaking mepacrine is available only 
for those who want fair q^uan titles in the divisional headquarters through the 
Civil Surgeons. It involves the sending of a special messenger to take 
delivery and it often takes 4 to 5 days on the job owing to the distance and 
travelling difficulties. ‘This is not however of much use to the ordinary 
persons in the village ; and so far as we can gather, mepacrine is practically 
unobtainable by him in these areas. The situation calls for an immediate 
check-up by Government. Do Government actually know the number of 
selling agents appointed by the Civil Surgeons ancl are they able to state 
that these agents are properly distributed— union by union? The idea is, 
we believe, to have at least one agency for the sale of mepacrine and one for 
free distribution in each union. Do Government know that these agents 
have actually been appointed and have received their quotas of mepacrine? 
What steps have been taken to publish the lists of appointed agents in each 
union? What arrangements have been made for supervision? It has been 
stated that at the present iuncture the only effective anti-malarial measure 
IS the provision of anti-malarial drugf in large quantities. This is, how- 
ever, ^ not to absolve the Government from pressing on with the anti- 
malarial scheme which will check the breeding of mosquitoes. It 
may not be possible to obtain supplies of insecticides ; but it is 
surely possible to do something to check the “breeding of mosquitoes 
by cleaning up tanks and stagnant waterways and by educating 

people most directly concerned in what they should do to provide for 
the prevention of mosquito-breeding. Sometime ago a Malaria Plngineer 
was appointed and District Boards were asked to submit anti-malarial 
schemes. District Boards were, we believe, slow in submitting schemes and 
lor some time there has been silence as to the position. We would like to 
know what is being done as regards anti-malarial schemes and whether any 
programme is being carried out with regard to these schemes. In conclusion 
like to say one word with regard to Calcutta. There was a serious 
increase in the incidence of malaria in Calcutta last year and this year there 
Will be repeated. The situation calls for an immediate 
^pansion ot the anti-mosquito control unit of the Corporation. This is a. 
mauer in which the GoTernment must take an active interest and we would 
URe to know whether the question of expansion of the Corporation’s anti- 
mosquito control unit has been taken up by Government with the Corpora- 
non and what is the present position. 
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Mr. 6IRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURYs Sir, I support the 
adjournment motion tabled by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

I am speaking of my own constituency, the Eastern part of Mymensingh, 
where particularly this year malarial fever has broken out in the form of 
an epidemic of the most virulent type we have ever heard of. Most attacks 
being fatal, the people have become panicky and as a matter of fact people 
so anected are deserting their places of abode in considerable numbers and 
rushing towards cities and towns. Such desertion will turn the green valley 
into desolate wastes not only defeating the Government policy of “Grow 
More Eood” campaign but also paralysing the economic life of Bengal at 
large. 

I should say that lack of adequate medical aid is largely responsible for 
such state of affairs. 1 mean the inadequate supply of quinine by-hydro- 
clilore, as yet the only known effective drug for malaria fever. I am not a 
medical mail but 1 am sure that the authoritative medical men will confirm 
this statement of mine. What the anti-malarial drugs the Government 
claim to have distributed so far in larger quantities, comprise largely of 
substitutes for quinine, known as mepacrine. Quinine bi-sulph comes next. 
There has been very little supply of quinine bi-hydrochlore. The substi- 
tutes for quinine so far found out, according to the medical authority, can- 
not be regarded as an infallible remedy for malarial fever which in most 
cases have become chronic and taking the turn towards deadly Kalazar. 
There is no denying the fact that the quantity of genuine quinine known as 
quinine bi-hydrochlore now distributed falls far short of pre-war consump- 
tion even in normal circumstances. Products like mepacrine, according to 
the users, cause jaundice, skin disease, etc. 

Then again, supply of any of these drugs not being readily available 
near at hand and at call, the ignorant villagers are the worst sufferers. Very 
few suffering peasant, losing working days, in these days of acute labour 
shortage, can . when bed-ridden, be expected to apply to the proper authority 
for the required supply of quinine. 

I also do fail to believe that such supplies of all anti-malarial drugs (I 
do not say quinine) which Government claim to have distributed all over the 
country, have reached the actual consumers of Bengal. With undesirable 
elements operating in the market, quite a large quantity of the available 
supplies, 1 have reasons to believe, is carried away even outside Bengal. 
Vigilant watch on the part of the Detective Department could have surely 
checked this flow. 

The question of cultivation of qi^nine in Bengal had been agitated 
long ago. Will the Government throw light as to what transpired of that? 
The older members of the Ministry must have been aware of these fac’ts 
and they ought to have moved the matter with the Central Government for 
permission to cultivate quinine especially when supply from outside was 
not available for civil consumption. 

'Have the Government drawn the attention of the International Bed 
Cross for help in the matter of supply of quinine? If not, will the Govern- 
ment do so now which they ought to have done long ago when Bengal is in 
the grip of the a cutest type of malaria. 

I w’ould, therefore, appeal on behalf of the people whom I represent here 
that suitable and adequate measures be taken up immediately and effectively, 
viz. ; — 

1. By increasing the supply of quinine bi-hydrochlore, or mixture or 
other preparations thereof. 

2. Should adequate quantity of quinine be not readily available from 
outside, the Government should send an appeal to the International Red 
Cross in the name of the suffering humanity of Bengal. 

3. By imposing ban on the export of quinine, or mixtures or other pre- 
parations out of Bengal. 
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4. By imposing heavy fines and punishment on 'unauthorised dealers 
for unauthorised deals in quinine. 

5. Vigilant check and watch to be maintained by the District Officers 
and Detective Department throughout Bengal. 

6. Checking up of quinine preparations by pharmaceutical concerns 
and distribution thereof. 

7. Undertaking plantation of cinchona trees. 

8. Undertaking plantation of pyrethrum trees. 

9. Adopting any other measures considered necessary. 

With these few .words, I support the adjournment motion moved by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

The Hon’ble Khan B^adur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Deputy President, Sir, an adjournment motion similar to the one now 
before us was moved in August last by Mr. Haridas Mazunidar and a reply 
detailing the steps taken by Government to combat this disease was given 
at that time by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. It can be easily found 
that Government did all that was possible for them to do. The position 
now is very much the same as has been mentioned in the statement, with 
the only difference that the supply of mepacrine tablets in larger quantities 
by the Government of India has enabled us to distribute anti-malarial drugs 
in the mofussil on a much larger scale than was possible previously. The 
Government of India have so far promised 109 million tablets during the 
current year. Out of this 81 million tablets have already been received ; 
and we have asked for allotment of another 300 millions, if possible, during 
the year. 

As regards the method of distribution, I may mention that in addition to 
the agencies meutioned in the Ilon’ble (fhief Minister’s statement, chemists 
and druggists are also now being employed for distributing mepacrine 
tablets. It has further been decided that where necessary the net-work of 
dealers now employed by the Union Food Committees for distributing 
rationed articles in the mofussil, should also be utilised for distributing 
mepacrine tablets, so as to bring the drug within easy reach of each villager. 
It has also been in contemplation to employ, besides the health staff of the 
districts, the Circle Officers, the Debt Settlement Officers, and the Jute 
Regulation Officers for checking the sale and free distribution of anti- 
malarial drugs to the people in the villages. Orders in this connection are 
expected to issue very shortly. 

Sir, I should like to read out up-to-date figures of distribution of quinine 
that we have gathered from the report of the Director of Public Health. 
The amount of anti-malarial drugs allotted to Bengal by the Government 
of India at the beginning of the year is as follows : — 

Quinine sulphate ... 50,000 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge ... 30,000 lbs. 

Mepacrine ... 50,000,000 tablets. 

. The Government of Bengal, anticipating severe malaria during the 
current year after the epidemic of 1943, requested the Government of India 
^Q^nnn further quantities. A further 15,000 lbs. quinine and 

oy,UUU,0U0 mepacrine tablets were allotted. Of these amounts, all the 
quinine and 39,000,000 mepacrine tablets have been already made available, 
oo that Bengal has up to date received a total of : — 

Quinine sulphate ... 65,000 lbs. 

^nchona febrifuge ... 30,000 lbs. 

Mepacrine ... 89,000,000 tablets. 

A further 20,000,000 mepacrine tablets are expected shortl.y. 
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Of the above amounts, the following quantities havi already been issued 
to the districts from April 1S43 up to 30th September 1044 : — 

Quinine sulphate ... 34,441 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge ... 15,163 lbs. 

Mepacriile ... 60,592,100 tablets. 

Out of the above quantities, over one-third of the quinine and mepacrine 
and all the cinchona were issued for free distribution at a cost to Govern- 
ment of over 12 lakh rupees. 

The total quantities already issued to each district is shown in a separate 
statement. 

Government have recently asked the Government of India for a further 
300,000,000 mepacrine for Bengal, a substantial proportion of which will 
be for free distribution ; and it is understood that 100,000,000 of this is 
being flown direct from United States of America and is expected any time 
now. 

The demands of districts required, in addition to the allotment already 
issued in June, are being met fully from the substantial stocks now avail- 
able, and the quota system has been more or less discontinued. Compre- 
hensive instructions have been issued in June and July to District Quinine 
Rationing Authorities concerning arrangements for distribution within dis- 
tricts and popularising use of quinine substitutes. While the incidence of 
malaria is on the whole higher than last year at this time, the arrangements 
for procuring treatment are in a way better than they have ever been 
before. 

With the further larger quantities of quinine substitutes which will be 
available, less control over these drugs will be necessary, and the question 
of making them available for sale by every chemists and druggists is under 
consideration. Medical practitioners are already allowed adequate supplies 
for their practices and are no longer dependent on quinine, the supplies of 
which are not so substantial. 

Sir, I will now quote the comparative figures of the incidence of malaria 
and distribution of quinine for the last three years, from which it will be 
found as to what we are doing in this direction. Number of malaria 
patients attending dispensaries : during 1941 totalled 39 lakhs; during 1943, 
47 lakhs; and during the first 5 months of 1944, 2,459,862. The propor- 
tion of increase is substantial; but. Sir, the distribution of quinine and 
other anti-malarial drugs lias been also on the increase. The total distri- 
bution of anti-malaria drugs to districts by Government during the years 
1941-42, 1942-43 and 1943-44 was as follows:— 


Years. 

Quinine sulphate. 

Cinchona febrifuge. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

1941-42 

13,391 

14,146 

1942-43 

11,694 

11,682 

1943-44 

88,624, 

24,759 

1944-46 

66,000 

30,000 

(upto date) 

(6 months) 




As regards mepacrine, in 1943-44, 6 millions and this year 109 millions 
are to be distributed of which 89 millions have ^already been distributed and 
another 300 millions will be received from the India Government. From 
wn^ I have stated abo'^ * , it will be seen that Government are fully aware 
of the gravity of the situation an^ Government know that malaria is causing 
havoc in the country. Government are taking necessary action in that direc- 
tion. As a matter of fact, the supply of, quinine has been substantially 
increased, from that of the last year. It has increased more than 50 per 
cent, m respect of quinine sulphate, in respect of quinine febrifuge more 
than 100 per cent, and in respect of mepacrine mord than 2,000 per cent. 
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As regards anti-malarial measures to which attention of Government has 
been drawn by the Leader of the European I should like to say that 

the Government is very seriously thinking? of "having one Subdivisional 
He^th Officer for every subdivision, so that anti-malarial measures for 
che^n^ diseases may be taken by those responsible officers. Regarding the 
suggestions as regards the city of Calcutta, it has been noted and Govern- 
ment will certainly make correspondence with the Calcutta Corporation to 
tell us as to what measures they have taken to prevent recurreni‘e of malaria 
in the city. I do not think I have anything more to say. I have shown that 
Government is doing everything which is humanly possible for any Govern- 
ment to do and more than that Government cannot do. There is icrease in 
malaria because it has come from above. You cannot remove malaria imme- 
diately all at once. That there is an increase in malaria, nobody denies. 
Of course, to a certain extent malaria is due to economic causes which you 
cannot get rid of within a very short time unless you are in a position to 
supply substantial food to the people to resist the disease. 

T hope my honourable friend, the mover of the motion, would please 
withdraw his motion in view of what I have said. 


Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, of the various ailments we are heir 
to, malaria is the worst which carries away lakhs of peoi)le each year from 
Bengal. This year mortality is several lakhs over tlie normal. From April, 
malaria commenced its general assault and it has now reached its peak. 
Sir, I hail from Eastern Bengal and I can say, there is hardly A house which 
is free of it. There are several houses where the inmates en bloc are down 
with malaria, there being none left to give even a glass of water. Sir, (His 
Excellency the Governor in his broadcast speech on September 22 last 
observed : “As was expected, however, malaria has unfortunately reappear- 
ed in an epidemic form in certain parts of the Province, particularly in the 
eastern side of Midnapore and in Eastern Bengal.” Sir, it is not a mere 
question of reappearing. It was there in ever-increasing intensity. The 
proportion of malarial cases to the total number of cases treated at the medi- 
cal centres operating under the guidance of the Bengal Medical Relief 
Co-ordination Committee, according to the statistical report received hj its 
President Dr. B. C. Roy, shows: that in May, it was 69*3 per cent., in June, 
64*6 per cent, in July, 66 2 per cent, in August, 75*3 per cent, in September, 
81 *2 per cent. It is clear, therefore, that malaria has assumed suoh a 
formidable proportion that I was well within mark when I said in my motion 
that Government have failed so far to stem the rising tide of malaria which 
is decimating millions in Bengal. There is no room for complacency. The 
situation diuuunds utmost vigilance. 

Sir, that eminent physician Dr. B. C. Roy so far back as September 
28 observed “I admit, anti-malarial drugs such as mepacrine and 
quinocrine are available today in larger quantities than six weeks ago. But 
the need for these drugs in Bengal alone is far more than that in the whole 
of India in pre-war days. Supply of quinine is extremely low in most of 
the districts and altogether absent in others’ \ 

So much for the drugs, Now^ I ask, where is the Governmental 
machinery to meet the situation created by the havoc of malaria in Bengal? 

Mr. KADER BAK8H; On a point of order, Sir. Is the honourable 
member making a new speech or whether he is speaking in reply to the 
statement made by the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am speaking in reply to the Hon’ble 
Minister s statement. Reference was made by Mr. Laidlaw that mepacrine 
supply of Government has been larger. I am quoting the opinion of the 
most eminent physician of Calcutta, Dr. B. C. Roy. The Leader of the 
Hou^ has pointed out that the Government have done all that they could 
do; but I say that they have not done all that they could do. 
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Now, Sir, what are our Civil Surgeons doing P Should they sit tight in 
their chairs P Why do they not in each district organize 30 to 40 centres, 
and put up requisite competent men to fight malaria? Such organisational 
works acting in concert with the Bengal Medical Relief Co-ordination Com- 
mittee and the other non-oflicial agencies will go a long way to meet the 
situation. 

And then, Sir, the distribution of available drugs is most unsatisfactory. 
Civil Surgeons of the districts have been entrusted with the task of ration- 
ing them. There is want of good communication to reach the interior parts 
of the Eastern Bengal districts. Difficulties of transport have been made 
still more difficult by war conditions. No fresh requisition of quinine is 
allowed so long as a particular centre has not consumed the supply given to 
it. The result has been that the medical officers have to keep their centres 
in remote villages closed for days together to receive anti-malarial drugs 
from the authorities dwelling in the town in serene composure. We have 
heard of such complaints. For instance, the medical unit at Khasial, 
Jessore, closed its centre for 8 days until the doctor got supplies from the 
Civil Surgeon. In another case in Tamluq, 1 lb. of quinine cost the Peoples’ 
Relief Committee Rs. 46 to get it. 

Next, Sir, non-official relief organisation run by responsible persons get 
far less facilities in securing licenses for drugs than individuals whose acti- 
vities have resulted in the black-marketing of the malarial drugs. 

Sir, Government ought to change their method of distribution and 
make it easy for people to get drugs in the remotest villages. For this, 
organization is necessary which is lacking. Government ought to take a 
long view also of this problem. Government has not merely no organiza- 
tion of its own to fight this scourge of malaria, but they have also no plan 
either to carry out, in order to put a stop to malarial attacks in a number 
of years, although, Sir, it is a bare fact that malaria takes and is taking a 
total of human lives in Bengal every year which is higher than all the battle 
casualties so far suffered by all the warring nations put together since 
September, 1939. In Italy and in Panama they have succeeded in making 
malaria a thing of the past, and there is no reason therefore why Bengal 
should fail in this. This is my reply to what has been stated by the 
Honourable the Leader i)f the House. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does the Leader of the House desire to 
make any further reply? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No; I need not reply again, for I have already said that we are doing all 
that we can. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of the Gov- 
ernment to stem the rising tide of malaria which is now at its peak causing 
havoc, and decimating millions in Bengal. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

Point of information. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I rise on a point of information, 
Sir? It is this: With regard to the appointment of the Election T^^ibunal 
regarding the petition .of Sir K. G. M. Faroqui, I tabled an adjournment 
motion. At that time the Hon’ble President suggested that the contents 
of the motion had been taken note of by the Minister concerned and he 
thought that that would serve my purpose. The motion for adjournment 
stated that as Mr. Ali Afzal, Secretary to the Legislative Assembly, was 
closelv* related to one of the .tudveft. aTintber .TndtrA alimilrl ftnnmnted in 
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his place. Now, Mr. Akbar after sittiiiff for some days has resigned on that 
very ground and the next sitting of the Tribunal will take place on the 24th 
of wiis month, ^me public money and time Kas been wasted by not paying 
heed to my motion and I want to know whether a Judge will be appoint^ 
within the 24th instant so that the matter may be expedited. I think the 
Ijeader of the House who is present here may kindly be asked by the Chair 
to supply information, if he has any. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS At this stage, I cannot compel the Gov- 
ernment to make a reply. Of course, if he pleases he may enlighten the 
House on the matter. 

Khaif Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: Does this matter arise, Sir? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Surely it does. I think I can rise on a 
point of information at any stage. Besides, the work of the House is 
continuing after the adjournment motion is over. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: On a point of order, Sir. Is the Council com- 
petent to go into the question as to whether Government is compelled to make 
any reply to the question? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No, the honourable member has only 
asked for information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We think a judge will be appointed but 
what I want to know is : will he be appointed in time for the next hearing 
on the 24th instant? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Will the honourable member kindly repeat the question? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I brought in an adjournlnent 
motion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You need not repeat the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I think the proper 
method would be to put in a short-notice question. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT : I am afraid, I cannot allow any dis- 
cussion on the question. You have asked your question and that is all. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My point is simply when the next judge 
is going to be appointed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Without notice I am not able to answer the point; but I may say offhand 
that one new Judge will certainly be appointed very soon. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now resume further 
consideration of the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that clause 56 
of the Bill, for sub-clause ( 4 ), the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — g 

“(4) No court shall take cognizance of an offence under this section except 
on the previous sanction of the Commissioner.’’ 

yesterday I moved a similar motion and advanced certain reasons. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill gave a rfeply which does not seem 
*0 me to be satisfactory. I shall, therefore, submit other reasons which 
seem to me to be quite clear. So far as the Bill-clause is concerned, it 
simply says that no prosecution shall be instituted under this section except 



with the previous aanctipn of the Commissioner. It prohibits the institu- 
tion of a complaint except under the sanction of the Commissioner. It does 
not prevent a court from taking notice or cognizance of the case. Yester- 
day^ Mr. Humayun ELabir was Sind enough to support my amendment of a 
similar nature. He confined his remarks to the supposed high-handed 
action of tbe Government ; but the prosecution may be instituted also by 
private persons. Every individual can move the court unless his action is 
barred. In this case, the Legislature gives a warning that no prosecution 
shall be instituted. It does not strike at the jurisdiction of the coiu't to 
take notice of the criminal prosecution. This inatter has been dealt with, as 
J submitted yesterday, in the Code of Criminal Procedure. The usual 
method of dealing with such a case is to prevent cognizance by the Court 
of Law. That prevents all kinds of prosecutions, under section 195, the 
language is this : — 

‘"No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under sections 
172 to 188.” 

This is the standardised language. It occurs in a chapter which deals with 
conditions requisite for the initiation of the proceedings. In fact, this 
section prevents jurisdiction of the court from taking any notice whatever 
although that is the purpose of the sub-clause. In the circumstances, I 
have suggested the amendment the language of which is in keeping with 
the Code of Criminal Piocedure. Then I shall draw the attention of the 
honourable members to a provision of the Bengal Money-lenders Act. In it 
there was a provision similar to the one in the Bill. At my motion 
an amendment was accepted and now the section stands like this. 
In section 42, sub-section ( 2 ) of the Bengal Money-lenders Act the language 
has been accepted in the Court of Criminal Procedure. I do not know what 
is the point in departing from the standardised language. If you introduce 
complication, it may lead to trouble. Sometimes the legal difficulty which 
is created is not appreciated by lawyers. I beg to submit that all doubt 
should be removed and the standardised language of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure should be accepted. The mere intention to effect certain purposes 
without being expressed by adequate language would not be enough. The 
Judges have repeatedly said that if the language of a legislation is defective, 
the Judges are not to help them. It is for the Legislature to improve. In 
the circumstances, I beg to submit that this amendment should be accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEKT: Amendment moved that clause 56 of the 
Bill, for sub-clause (4), the following dub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(4:) No court shall take cognizance of an offence under this section 
except on the previous sanction of the Commissioner.” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, I am not a 

lawyer. So I am not in a position to explain the object of the amendment 
as lucidly as the Khan Bahadur has done. The only thing that I desire to 
say in tnis connection is that the amendment sugg*ested by the Khan 
Bahadur is very desirable, the difference being that in the case of sub- 
clause (^), as it now stands in the Bill, any court will take cognizance of a 
prosecution instituted under this section. The only thing that he will see 
18 as to whether the necessary sanction of the Commissioner has been 
obtained. But the amendment suggested by the Khan Bahadur says that no 
court shall take cognizance of an offence under this section except on the 
previous sanction of the Commissioner. If the Commissione|^ has not given 
the previous sanction, then no Court of Law shall take co^izance of the 
offence. The Khan Bahadur ought to know better because he has long been 
connected with the administration of the Criminal Courts of this province. 
I do not think I can advise him in this matter. With these words, I 
support the amendment f 

The Hon’blo Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: The present amend- 
ment does not seem to me to be an improvement at all. I, therefore, oppose 
the amendment. 
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MfV DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 56 of the Bill, for sub-clause {4), the following sub-clause be substi- 
tuted, namely : — 

*'(4) No court shall take cognizance ,of an offence under this section 
except on the previous sanction of the Commissioner." 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 66 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clamse 57. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE81DENT4 Clause 57 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move . That in 
sub-clause (2) of clause 57 of the Bill, in paragraph (c), for the words ‘‘is 
to be prescribed", in lines 1 and 2, the words “may be prescribed be 
substituted. 

This is a drafting amendment. The clause makes a provision for rule 
making power. Paragraph (c) of sub-clause {2) provides that Government 
may “provide for any matter which by this Act is to be prescribed". For 
the words “is to be prescribed", I put “may be prescribed". Is to be pres- 
cribed rather indicates that something must be prescribed, it rather indicates 
obligation to prescribe. To say : may be prescribed simply says that 
Government has power to prescribe. This seems to be better expression. 

Then, there is the other difficulty. Instead of giving a list of the sections 
in which powers have to be exercised as is done in the case of other Acts, 
there is no such thing done here in this Bill. Mr. Nur Ahmed had suggest- 
ed an amendment saying that specific powers should be mentioned in the 
sections. So there is want of definiteness. With these few words, I move 
my amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 57 of the Bill, in paragraph (c), for the words “is to be prescrib- 
ed”, in lines 1 and 2, the words “may be prescribed" be subscribed. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, as an Oxford 
scholar, I think, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will be better able to 
appreciate the desirability of this amendment. Every one who knows some- 
thing of English will admit that the amendment suggested is a distinct 
improvement upon what has been provided for in the relevant Bill-clause. 
The clause says “The Provincial Government may, subject to the condition 
of previous publication, make rules consistent with the provisions of this 
Act for carrying out the purposes of this Act. (2) Without pre^judice to the 
generality of the foregoing power, such rules may — (c) provide for any 
matter which by this Act is to be prescribed, etc." The Khan ;Bahadur has 
clearly stated that there is good deal of difference in the meaning of the 
expression “is to be” and “may be". There is an element of compulsion in 
the expression “is to be." So, I think “may be" will be a distinct improve- 
ment. In this view of the matter, I hope this amendment will be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, I regret to say 
that I cannot agree either with the Khan Bahadur or with the ilai Baha- 
dur. If they would only read the clause a little more carefully, they would 
understand why the drafting as it stands is absolutely necessary and that the 
amendment would be a mistake. The Act lays down certain things that 
must be prescribed, otherwise the Act has no meaning. Therefore, I 
strongly oppose the amendment. 



Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
sub-clause (£) of clause 67 of the Bill, in paragraph (o), for the words ‘‘is 
to be prescribed*^ in lines 1 and 2, the words “may be prescribed** be 
substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is that clause 57 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clmise 58. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 58 stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause {1) of clause 58 of the Bill, after the words “this Act’* in line 4, 
a comma be inserted. 

Sir, I am glad to inform the House that this is the last of the commas. 
1 gave the other day an illustration as to how a comma may play an 
important part if it is properly placed. If it is misplaced what a great 
havoc it may make. I gave illustration from the Bengali language. Now, 
I have come across another instance of a similar, disaster which may follow 
if the comma is moved from the right to the left.' 

A young military officer wanted to marry a girl. He sent a wire to 
her to agree to marry. The girl sent a telegram in this way : Marry me 
not to do so would make me unhappy. When the gentleman read it he put 
a comma after the words “marry me** and then read the telegram in this 
way : Marry me, not to do so would make me unhappy. So the bride and 
the bridegroom absolutely differed in their intention. 

Apart from these small affairs, a comma may be extremely important 
and I leave it to the good sense of the House to judge from the merits 
whether this comma would not improve matters. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that 
in sub-clause {1) of clause 58 of the Bill, after the words “this Act” in line 
4, a comma be inserted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to support this amendment. 
I understand from a friend of mine that yesterday in connection with 
another amendment of my honourable friend, the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister remarked that over that comma some thousands of rupees were 
spent out of some Relief funds at the disposal of the Opposition group. 
This is absolutely incorrect. We are not accustomed to squandering our 
paternal money on girls or whisky ; but we always like to spend our good 
money for a principle. With these words, I support this comma amend- 
ment. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, in opposing the 
Khan Bahadur’s amendment, I must not omit to thank him for the enter- 
tainment he has given us, although another honourable member took the 
opportunity of defending the squandering of public funds in this connection. 
Some persons may have squandered their own money 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It is a lie. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: No, it is a fact. 
Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It is a lie positive. 
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THt Hon^le Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Public funds have 
been nijuandered for an illicit purpose, and I am glad that my remark 
yestenuy has done this good 

KiMUl 8ahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Can tbe Hon’ble Minister say 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order, )£han Sahib, you must take 
your seat. 

The question before the House is : that in sub-clause (1) of clause 58 of 
the Bill, after the words “this'^Act^* in line 4, a comma be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan 8ahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Before you proceed to the next item, 

I would like to make a submission. The Hon’ble Minister has made an 
aspersion with regard to the squandering of certain public funds by mem- 
bers on this side of the House. Can he do so? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister simply made a 
reply. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Unless the Hon’ble Minister comes 
up with facts to substantiate his allegation, will he not be asked to with- 
draw the expression? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: Why, Sir. Can the Hon’ble Minister 
make use of such expressions? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, you have made your submission 
and I do not consider it fit to ask the Hon’bie Minister to withdraw the 
expressions. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN; After all, it is an aspersion on the 
honourable member. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Next amendment. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: May I speak a few words? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Do you want to rise on a 
point of order? 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Yes, Sir. Is the word ‘‘lie” parliamentary? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDiN AHMAD: 1 beg to move that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 58 of the Bill, in the Explanation to paragraph (i), for 
the words and inverted commas “Banking company” in line 1, the words 
and inverted commas “The expression ‘banking company’ ” be substituted. 

Sir, in the definition clause the word “company” begins with a small 
letter. In sub-clause ' (^) of clause 58, paragraph {^), the word “banking 
company” has been used with a small letter, but in the Explanation to 
paragraph (i) banking has begun with a capital letter. There are two 
other definitions in paragraphs {'I'i) and (Hi) where the word lawyer has 
been used with a small letter and accountant has also been used with a small 
letter. That is the technical reason why this amendment should be 
accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Amendment mcfved: That in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 58 of the Bill, in the Explanation to paragraph (i), for the 
words and invented commas “Banking Company” in line 1 the words and 
inverted commas “The expression ‘banking company’ ” be substituted. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in enb-clanee 
(2) of danse 58 of the Bill, in the Explanation to paragraph (i), for the 
words and inverted commas ‘^Banking Company” in line 1, the words and 
inverted commas ‘^The expression ‘banking company’ ” be substituted. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIs I think our drafting 
is quite all right and I think there is no necessity for improvement. 1 
therefore oppose it, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That 
in sub-clause (2) of clause 58 of the Bill, in the Explanation to paragraph 
(i), for the words and inverted commas “Banking company” in line 1, the 
words and inverted commas “The expression ‘Banking company’ ” be 
substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 58 of the Bill, in paragraph (tv), for the words “Agri- 
cultural income-tax practitioner”, the words “agricultural income-tax 
practitioner” be substituted. 

Sir, the word “agricultural income-tax practitioner” is not a proper 
noun and therefore very properly the expression has been used with a small 
letter in the text of the Bill but in the definition it has begun with a capital 
letter. Sub-clause 2, paragraphs 2 and 3 have begun with a small letter. * 
So in paragraph 4 of the sub-clause the word “agricultural income-tax 
officer’^ need not begin with the, capital letter because it is not in the begin- 
ning of a sentence. The House will also please consider that in sub-clause 

(1) in lines 2 and 3 the expression “agricultural income-tax authority” has 
been written with a sinall letter. There are also two other words in 2 and 
3 of the Explanation with small letters and there is no reason why a capital 
letter should be used here. In order to be consistent this should also be 
a small letter. With these few words, Sir, I commend my amendment to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause 

(2) , of clause 58 of the Bill, in paragraph (iv)^ for the words “Agricultural 
income-tax practitioner” the words “agricultural income-tax practitioner” 
be substituted. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, I like to support 
the amendment. I admire the consistency of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister. He has been very brief in his replies throughout the proceedings. 

I think he will ^Iso realise that the arguments advanced in support of 
this amendment are really sound. Khan Bahadur has already given his 
reasons as to why the capital letter should be placed by a small letter. 
Though I have managed to forget grammar still I think it is a grammatical 
mistake to use a capital letter after a comma. Capital letters can only be 
used in the beginning of a sentence. In siib-clause (ti) of this clause the 
word “lawyer” begins with a small letter and in (m) the word “accountant” 
begins with a small letter and there is no reason why in sub-clause (tv) the 
word “agricultural” should not begin with.a small letter. I think, Sir, the 
Hpn’ble Minister will bear me out in this matter. 

The Hon’hle Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: I am not at all 

convinced that there, is any necessity for the substitution of a small letter 
for a capital one. After all “Agricultural income-tax practitioner” refers 
to a category of person.. Therefore, I think the capital “A” is just 
suitable. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
in sub-clause (2) of clause 58 of the Bill, in paragraph (iv), for the worda 
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Khan fiahadiir NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment. We have already decided to levy tax on the Rulers of Indian 
States. This sub-clause would serve that purpose. In this view of the 
matter, I support it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I £nd that my 
friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee has not lost his interest in the 
Rulers of the Indian States. I would point out that — although I am not 
mentioning it as a point of order — he failed to move his amendment at an 
earlier stage of the discussion in which he sought to define the recognised 
agent of an Indian State. Therefore, that definition has not found its 
place in this Bill. So, technically this amendment would be out of order, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of personal 
explanation. Sir. If the Hon’ble Minister looks up the Civil Procedure/ 
Code, he would find that the agent has been mentioned there^jl 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: However, Sir, as I 
said in the beginning, I was not trying to raise this as a point of order. I 
wanted to say that this amendment is quite unnecessary, because any 
assessee can appear by agent under tne circumstances mentioned in 
clause 15(a). Therefore, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is: that in clause 58 of the Bill, after sub-clause (J), the following 
new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

*'(4) In the case of the Ruler of an Indian State the recognised agent 
of such State or any other Ofiicer authorised by the recognised 
agent in writing in this behalf may attend the Appellate 
Tribunal or any Agricultural Income-tax authority in connec- 
tion with any proceeding under this Act.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 58 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 69. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 59 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 60. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 60 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 60 of the Bill, in sub-clause the words “the Ruler of an 

Indian State” in line 1, be deleted. 

Sir, I would refer to the provisions of the Government of India Act and 
also the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code wherein it is provided that 
you cannot serve any notice or requisition upon the Ruler of an Indian 
State. There is a special machinery provided for that and the provision 
seems to be illegal and ought to be deleted. With these few words, I move 
the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: O^der, order. Amendment moved that 
in clause 60 of the Bill, in sub-clause (2)(b)^ the words “the Ruler of an 

Indian State” in line 1 be deleted. 

' # 

The Hon’bie Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: It is mtliin «(ie 
competency of the Legislature to enact a law like the one which is before 
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the House. We are not going to let off our dues from the Rulers of ludian 
States; That is our settled policy. 1, therefore, oppose this amendment as 
unnecessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that in 
clause 60 of the Bill, in sub-clause (^)(/>), the. words ‘‘The Ruler of an 
Indian State” in line 1 be deleted. - ^ 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to move 

Mr. W. B. Ga LAIDLAW; On a point of order, Sir. This amendment 
is consequential or would have been consequential on the previous one* and 
as matters stand, it is repugnant to what w'e have already agreed on in clause 
60(^)(6). 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 think Mr. Laidlaw is 
not right when he says that my amendnmnt is out of order. What I 
propose is an additional jjaragraijli, so that even if a notice served on the 
Ruler of an Indian State becomes abortive, the notice may be served upon 
the recognised agent of the Ruler. Therefore, it is not consequential but 
it is an amendment w^hich stands by itself, and if accepted will be an 
improvement because as the Ruler of an Indian State cannot, be brought in 
under the provisions of the Bill clause, they may yet be brought 

in by this amendment which 1 have proposed. Therefore I tliink Mr. Jjaidlaw 
is not quite accurate when he says that it is a consequential amendment 
and should be ruled out of order. 1 submit that this amendment is in orders 
and I beg to move it as follows: That' in clause 60 of the Bill after paragraph 
(h) of sub-clause (-2), the following paragraph be added, namely: — 

‘‘(6‘) in the case of the Ruler of an Indian State, to the recognised 
agent of such state”. 

1 need not repeat the argument wdiicJi 1 have already made. I think 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister when he replied to my amendment No. 392B 
probably did not notice this amendment, namely, 192C and therefore he 
made an irrelevant remark that having accepted the principle of taxing 
Rulers of Indian States, he was not going to let them off by deleting tliis 
clause. I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister should have taken his lessons 
from some other quarters in order to make his speech in opposing the 
amendment which was moved by me before. I have always maintained that 
I am not in favour of exempting the Rulers of Indian' States from taxation 
and I have already accepted the position that the Rulers should be taxed 
and therefore the remark of the Finance Minister was ilot only irrelevant 
but was not in justification of the attitude which I have taken throughout 
with regard to the assessment of the tax upon the Rulers of Indian States. 
1 hope the Finance Minister should realise this and in future when he 
replies to my amendments he would consider this matter more seriously ; 
otherwise ke would 'be guilty of placing something on record which would 
not be to his credit. He should remember that his speeches are going to be 
recorded in the minutes of the proceedings of this House which would be 
handed down to posterity, so that when they come to read his speeches they 
may not say “Oh, it is very difficult to follow how the Finance Minister 
could say all this”, after having read the proceedings in connection with 
the very next amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 60 of 
ithe Bill, after paragraph (h) of sub-clause (2), the following paragraph be 
added, namely: — 

*‘(c) in the case of the Ruler of an Indian State, to the recognised agent 
of such State.” 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD 1^ AHMAD; I rise to support this amend- 
iQent. The question is not, as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said, 
211 
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mere determination to levy Jax upon a particular Ruler of tke Indian State. 

• For that purpose, the entire House is of one mind. The point is: whetinr 
that determination has been given effect to sufficiently by means of adequate 
provision. The amendment seeks to introduce a machinery to give effect 
' to the determination with which determination the entire House has agreed. 
The Hon'ble Minister in charge is probably emphasizing the very obvious 
point that we are all determined to levy tax; with regard to that there is 
no difference of opinion. This amendment seeks to legislate on that point 
effectively. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I GHANbRA G08WAMI: I am very glad that 
my honourable friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee is very anxious to 
tax the Rulers of Indian States, as many others of this House are. So if I 
have said anything in derogation of the present position, I apologise and 
withdraw. But still I think that our object in taxing the Rulers of Indian 
States will be attained without the amendment proposed by the honourable 
mover. Therefore, Sir, as it is unnecessary I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
in clause 60 of the Bill, after paragraph (b) of sub-clause (^), the following 
, paragraph be added, namely: — 

'‘(c) in the case of the Ruler of an Indian State, to the recognised 
agent of such State' \ , 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 60 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 61. 

Clause 61 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (2) of clause 61 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, 
namely : — 

“or at the option of the assessee any of the areas where the agricultural 
land is situated". 

Honourable members will please notice that this clause 61 deals with 
the place 6f assessment and different places of assessment has been 
prescribed for different (dasses of assessees. Under clause (1) it is 
prescribed that when an assessee is a company, it sliall be assessed at tlie 
place where the registered office of the company is situated. Under clause 
(^), it is stated that where an assessee is a company not having a registered 
office in Bengal or is a firm or otlier association of individuals, it shall he 
assessed by the Agricultural Income-tax Officer of the area where the 
principal accounts relating to its agricultural income are kept. My amend- 
ment intended to add these words at the end of this sub-clause (2). I pro- 
pose that save and except the place where the principal accounts are kept an 
option may be given to fhe assessee of this class to have the place of assess- 
ment fixed according to his own convenience provided it is at a place wheie 
the agricultural land is situated. The author of this sub-clause thought and 
naturally considered that the place where the accounts are kept must be 
very convenient to the assessee of this class. I do not disagree but theae 
may be circumstances under which an assessee of this class might like to 
be assessed at some place other, than where their accounts are kept. Witii 
a view to give that ‘ 4.cility to this class of assessee I have proposed this 
amendment. I think it will not inconvenience the assessing officers nor 
the agricultural income-tax officers in any way. So that if you can, by 
adding these few words, give an additional convenience to . an assessee^ I 
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think you should not grudge it and 1 hope that this is a mogt suitable 
amenduaent to help certain class of assessees and tlio House will be 
pleased to accept this amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment move<1 : That in sub-clause 
(^) of clause 61 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“or at the option of the assessee any of the areas wlnoe the agricultural 
land is situated.’’ 

The Hon’bie Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I fail to see 
how this option can give any real advantage to the assessee. The honour- 
able the mover of the amendment did not give us any instance wliere exercise 
of such option may be of any advantage. On the contrary, it would intro- 
duce an element of uncertainty. I submit, Sir, that assessment is best done 
at the place where the accounts are kept. Therefore, Sir, in v^iew of this 
uncertainty, I oppose this amendment. , 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is thati 
in sub-clause (2) of clause G1 of the Bill, the following be/ added at the end, 
namely : — 

^'or at the option of the assessee any of the areas where the agricultural 
land is situated.’’ 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, I beg to movo: 

That in sub-clause (S) of clause 61 of the Bill, for the words “the agent 
or the principal officer of such assessee resides’’ in lines 4 and 5, the words 
“the principal officer or any agent, vaib or f;ot/tusth<i of such assessee 
resides” be substituted. 

Now, this sub-clause fixes the place ot assessment, irrespective of the 
quesfion as to whether an assessee resides in a particular place or not. If 
the assessee is living outside the province we would fall back upon the 
principal officer or his agent. That, I think, would be a source of constant 
dispute between the assessee and the authorities, because whether a person 
is or is not an agent cannot be determined unless there is a power of 
attorney registered or authenticated properly. Therefore, 1 want to widen 
the scope by including the naih or goinostha or any agent. Now. one of 
these persons must stay there. Therefore, the addition of these words would 
certainly improve the clause as it stands at present and would avoid all 
possible disputes and quarrels between the assessing authorities and the 
assessees. I hope the Hon’bie the Finance Minister would see )iis way 
to accept this amendment for the benefit of tnisy assessment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved: that 
in sub-clause (J) of clause 61 of the Bill, for the words “the agent or^the 
principal officer of such assessee resides” in lines 4 and 5, the words “the 
principal officer or any agent, nail) or goifiostha of suth assessee resides” 
be substituted. 

/ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment which has been moved by my honourable friend Mr. Moholanabish. 
Now, I was surprised to find, Sir, when the Hon’bie tlie Finance Minister 
was opposing the previous amendment and he said that it was not made 
clear as to what advantage the assessee would have it he had the advantage 
of being assessee in any place where ])is agricultural land is situated. The 
advantage to the assessee was obvious and it ought to have been so to the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister because the assessee might choose <o get 
aasessed in any one of the placed where his land is situated. Now, so far 
as the present amendment is concerned I hope the Hon’lde the Finance 
Minister will be a little more careful and consider and see that the amend- 
ipent is accepted. ThC" wordings as they stand at present in the Biu tho 
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agent or the principal officer of such assessee Now, the word 

‘‘agent'’ has not been defined in the definition clause 2, but the principal 
officer is defined. The principal officer is defined in clause 2(^), and 
therefore if honourable members will refer to the clause itself, I mean sub- 
clause {12) of clause 2, they will find the following definition of the 
principal officer: ''{12) ‘principal officer' used with reference to an Indian 
State, a company or any other association means — 

{a) (/) the manager or agent in Bengal of the Ruler or the Indian 
State, or 

{ii) the secretary, treasurer, manager or agent of the company or 
association ; or 

{h) any individual connected with the Indian State, company or associa- 
tion upon whom an Agricultural Income-tax Officer has served a 
notice of his intention of treating him as the principal officer 
thereof.” 

Therefore, so far as the principal officer is concerned which is defined in 
the Act it refers to certain classes of assessees. I hope the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister will realise that that definition does not exhaust all the 
assessees which are included wuthin the operation of the Agricultural 
Income-tax Act. We 'know that naihs and gownsthas the well-known 
officers under zemindars, and I hope the Hon'ble the Finance Minister knows 
it very well because he himself is one of the landed aristocracies in Bengal, 
and therefore when dealing with Agricultural Income-tax officers one should 
have brought of these naih.'^ and gomofithas who are the officers of the land- 
lords and upon whom notices ought to be served for the purpose of enforcing 
attendance or serving processes under the Act. Therefore I think that the 
amendment really supplies an omission which may have been accidental 
but an omission which cannot be ignored and ought to be supplied. I there- 
fore submit that the amendment should be accepted. With these few words 
I support the amendment. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, it is not correct 
to say that the word “agent” has not been defined in this Bill. In fact, 
a very wide definition of the word “agent” is given in clause 20. It rs a 
very wide definition and it would include naihs and gomosfhas or officers 
of that kind by whatever name you call them. Therefore, 1 do not think 
there is any necessity of mentioning nn/hx and gomosthas who have been 
specifically defined in this Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in sub-clause {3) of clause 61 of the Bill, for the. words “the agent or the 
principal officer of such assessee resides” in lines 4 and 5, the words “the 
principal officer or any agent, Naih or Gomostha of such assessee resides” 
be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 61 stand part of the Bill. ^ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 62. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in clause 
62 of the Bill, for the words “retaining or paying” in line 1, the words 
and comma “deducting, retaining or paying” be substituted. 

Sir, the amendment has the effect of introducing another word “deduct- 
ings”. In fact, there are three words which are necessary in the context of 
this clause. In the Bill-clause only two words, namely, “retaining or pay- 
ing” are to be found. The expression “deducting,” is a necessary expres- 
sion to give completeness of meaning to it. As an authority for the sound- 
ness o'f my argument I can refer the Honourable Minister to the previous 
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amendment of which notice was j^iven by a very able member of this House, 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. He did no< moTo that amendment but that amendment 
of which l\e p^ave notice had tlie same eHect. 1 do not wish to read it but 
I would simply refer to the fact that that 'imendment aimed at the same 
effect. For the purpose of supporting m> urffument T mav say that I live 
in the extreme westernmost district of the Trovince and Mr. ‘Nur Ahmed 
in the extreme easternmost part of tlie province and wln'ii iwo such lionour- 
able members fronx entirely opposite directions agree upon Ih*' Introduction 
of the same word, there must be sometliing in tlu' merits ol the ('Xj>ression 
which should be accepted. I may assure the House that there was no 
conspiracy betvreen us and both agreed to the ifitroduetion of the 
word deduction , simply because both of them f<‘lt in tliei: humble \\ a\ that 
that word was necessary. My honourable friend Khan Sahib Waliiduzzaman 
P^^8^^®ts that great men think alike hut I would not go so far. We are 
two humble men who thought that the necessity for the word was very 
great, and this necessity has made us united. M^ith these words, I move 
that the amendment should be accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved ; ihat in clause 62 
of the Bill, for tht^ words “retaining or paying” in line 1, the words and 
comma “deducting, retaining or paying” he siihstitiited. 

The Hon;ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I do m t think this 
amendment is necessary. Tlio word “retaining” covers Hm' cniirc purpose 
the honourable mover h«as in mind. I thcrofor(‘ oppose tin* atmuidmcnl. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The qm siion Ix'foie tlu' House is that 
clause 62 stand part of the Bill. 

' (The motion was agreed to.) 


' Clause 63. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 6:^» stand ])ari of the Bdl. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (4) of clause 63 of the Bill, for the words “the (tmri” in line 3, 
the words “the High Court’’ be substituted. 

Sir, although a painstaking man might interfcic with the expression 
“High Court'’, I think in the interest of better draftsmanship it is better 
to be very particular. Lega^. enaciments are very particular in this respect. 
I hope this amendment u’b be accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-clatise 
(4) of clause 63 of the Bill, for the words “the Court” in line 3, the words 
“the High Court” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, this amendment 
is unnecessary. I oppose it. 

Mr« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in sub-clause (i) of clause 63 of the Bill, for the words “the Court” in 
line 3, the words “the High Court” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (6) of clause 63 of the Bill, for words “the Court” occurring 
at the end, the words “that Court” be substituted. 

Sir, there is some difference between “the Court” and “that Court”. 
“That” is more particular and more accurate in the context. That is why 
I am suffirestincr this aTnoTidnifint. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AmeiK^meiit moved tiiat in sub-cInuRe 
(6‘) of clause G-S of the Bill, for the words ‘‘the Court” occurring at the 
end, the words “that (x)urt” he substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I do not think the 

ariHunlment is necessLirv. Therefore I o])pose it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The cjuestion before the House is that 
in sub-cdaiise (6‘) of clause (i‘l of the Hill, for the woids “the (.'ourt” 
nccnri’irig ai. the end, tin* words “that Court” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question l)efore the House is that 
clause* (id stand part of the ilill. ' 

(ddie motion was agreed to.) 

, Clause 64. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause (i4 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to. ) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 believe that by this time the honour- 
able Tuenibms have received a circular letter signed by the Hon'ble Speaker 
of the Jjegislative Assembly intimating certain printing mistakes in respect 
of clause (io. So if any honourable momlx'r wants to give notice of any 
amendment under the new circumstances, I am prepared to give him time 
up to 2 p.m. on Thursday next. In that view of the matter, T want to pass 
over all the amendmojits in res])ect of clause 65. Now I want to take up 
amendment No. 415. (jiause 65 would be taken up later. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 simply like to know that 
after passing through certain amendments whether this is the proper time 
to receive such a circular letter. Tn fact, we have got a Bill from the. other 
Hf)use and we cannot proce{'d behind that Bill and go into the proceedings 
of another place, idle tjU(‘.stion might lead to some constitutional difficulty. 
If that question is reserAU'd for consideration till that time, 1 do not wa,iit 
to raise it now. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As we have not yet reached clause 65, 

T think that this change can be made. There will be no irregularity in that 
matter. 

,Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: I rise m a point of 
jndvilege, Sir. This communication has only been received 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This is not a question of privilege. You 
cannot ask the reason for my decision. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: T then rise on a point 

of information, Sir. This communication luuS beem sent to us only a few 
minutes befori*. It is really imt authorised by any law or rule. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This is a diftVreiit matter. That quesn 
tion was raised by Khan Bahadur and I have given a reply. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: I do not understand 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Please resume your seat. T have already 
informed you that this office has received a letter from the Hon’ble the 
Speaker of the Assembly. He has intimated that there is a certain printing 
mistake in respect of clause 65 and that matter has been made known to 
you by a circular letter, ^ So I want to pas? oyer all amendments in respect 
of clause 65, 
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Mr. MAGEItpRA NATH MOMOLANABISH S Sir, you have stated 
certain facts which are already known to u&. The llon'ble Speaker of the 
,«As8embly has sent a communication to us. This laet is known to us. 

. That is neither any order nor a decision. ^^\hat i want to know is: whether 
in the circumstances there can be any o(Hnmnnicutit>n of tins nature. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: My answer is in llie aflirmative. 1 haye 
already stated that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, inay I rise on a point of order? 1 
don’t think you can skip over section (»o. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 think 1 can. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, we refuse to 
consider tihe other clauses before clause bo is finished. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Kh an Jhihadur, you can move your 
amendment No. 415. 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: I l»eK io nnm that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A{J) after the word “every individuar’ 
in line I, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“whether he is a member of aji undivided Hindu family governed by 
the Dayahliaga school or of an undivided Muslim family”. 

Sir, the Bill has given certain advantageous positif)n to an undivided 
Hindu family which unfortunately has been dehned to lx* undivided Hindu 
family belonging to M school. Thai is be(*ause the expression 
has been used in the Indian Ineome-tax Ael iu that way. It is very 
unfortunate that the expression has been blindly inserted in tliis JHll witliout 
considering what tremendous difference it woiihl make. So far as the all- 
India question is c;oncerned, a preponderating number is being govm-ned by 
the M Ltaksliara school. Dayahhaga system only obtains in Ifciigal. So it 
seems to us that the advantage to the undivided Hindu lamily would be 
confined to those undivided Hindu family of M ttak^^hura schools, it would 
be the undivided Hinihi family belonging to the Dayuhlmyd seliool which 
would not lie able to participate in the benefit. In fact, 1 believe that the 
definition of undivided Hindu family has been blindly aceejited from the 
Indian Income-tax Act. But whatever may be the consideration that 
induced the draftsman to extend the benefit to the Aliiakshara school, there 
is no earthly reason why the same advantage sliould not be given to 
undivided Hindu family belonging to the Dayabhaga system. 

Thei •e is another point. In Bengal there are many Muslim families 
which are undivided. It does not matter whetlier a' family belongs to the 
Muslim community or Hindu community: the test is whether tlie family 
is divided or undivided. In the circumstances, J beg to suggest that the 
expression undivided Hindu family^ ^overjied by the Ddytibhaga . school 
should also be included to enable them to participate in the benefits. Tliat 
is the effect of this ameqdment. In fact, a very wholesome i)rovision' has 
been made and this should be <*xt<ended to all, Hindus ajid Miiljammaitans. 
If it is not possible for the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to accept this 
amendment readily, 1 would ask him to consider the matter afterwards 
when he takes up an amending Bill. With these words, Sir, I move my 
amendment. 

Schedule. 

'Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that 
,in the Schedule of ihe Bill, in paragraph A(i) aftt r the words “every 
. individual” in line 1, the following be inserted, namely: — 

‘‘whether he is a member of an undivided Hindu family governed by 
the Dayahhaga school or of an undivided Muslim family.” 
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The Hon'bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, I would lik 

to point out that persons governed by the Dayabhaga school and person 
governed by Muslim law have their shares determined unlike the membei 
of families governed by MitaksJiara law. Therefore, this particular amenc 
ment is not necessary in their case. It is for that reason that Hind 
undivided family has been defined as Hindu undivided family belonging t 
the Mitakshara school. In practice, there must be justice done in the cas 
oi members of the Mitakshara family. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that i 
the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph K{1) after the words “every ind: 
vidual” in line J, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“whether he is a member of an undivided Hindu fhmily governed b 
the iJayahhaga school or of an undivided Muslim family.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sii-, 1 beg (o move that i 
tin* Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A(7) for the words “Hindu undivide 
family” in line 1, the words “or a Hindu undivided family governed b 
the M tiakshara^ school” be substituted. 

Sir, this is merely consequential. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Sehedul 
of the Bill, ill paragraph A{1} for the words “Hindu undivided family” i 
line I, the words “or a Hindu undivided family governed by the M itaksJuu 
school” be substituted. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, after what 
have said, I do i\oi think 1 need repeat myself. I think I made my positio 
quite clear. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The jiuestion before th 
House is that in the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A(i) for the wore 
“Hindu undivided family” in line 1, the words “or a Hindu undivide 
family governed by the M itukshdra school” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, T beg to move that in tli 
Schedule of the Bill, in jiaragraph A(i) for the words “consisting ( 
brothers only” in line 2, the words “consisting only of brothers or the 
repjesentatives” be substituted. 

Sir, this is a little more than a drafting amendment. In this case tl 
Bill clause provides for a family eonsisting of brothers. If we go down 1 
th(^ definition of brother, we find a paradoxical situation. The House wi 
be pleased to consider the definition of “brother” at the bottom of tl 
S(di(‘dule paragraph (/) under the heading Explanation. There, strangel 
enough, “broilier” is supposed to include the son and the son of a son of 
brother and last of all the widow of a brother. This should appear stranc 
to any one not accustomed to the ways of legislative methods. In fac'j.,^ ho 
can a brother in the ordinal. \ language be meant to include the son of 
brother and the son’s son of a brother and what is more obnoxious, the wido 
of a brother y A certain gentleman wanted to find a suitable bridegroom f( 
his daughter. He found one and interviewed him to ascertain his qualifici 
tions. He asked him how many brothers you are ? The answe 

was : three : ; Then the would-be father-in-law asked him who ai 

they? ? The reply was I In this cat 

this is what exactly, the Bill says. This I found in one of the classici 
dramas of Bengal and little did the author of the drama think at the tin 
that a day would come when this fiction would be realised in fact in his ow 
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country ! Here, also, speaking of a brother, when one asks who is a brother, 
the answer is the son and the son of a son of a brother and the widow of 
a brother. This is exactly wliat the definition implies. I submit that 
definitions are used for the purpose of using shorter expressions and the 
choice of words to represent them should be made with some amount of 
care. The words which are used to express a large number of eases should 
be so selected as to really imply the thing designed to express : there 
should be no contradiction in terms, or any sex perversion in the text of 
a definition, which is too horrible for any man of the ordinary type to 
understand. If we did so, we should be blamed for agreeing to a definition 
which perpetuated such an absurdity or oddity. In these circumstances, I 
have suggested another amendment which may be taken into consideration 
just now, namely “consisting only of brotliers or their representatives”. 
This idea is again taken from the Mitakshara illustration. The son or 
widow of a brother is no doubt the representative of a brother. In fact, if 
we used this alternative, then the horrible contradiction in terms would not 
be perpetuated and it would remove the linguistic anomaly and also the 
sex perversion that I have suggested. This is only a fraction of the 
picture. I have tabled another amendment in order to make the picture 
complete and this amendment is to the effect that the expression “consist- 
ing of brothers only” in line 2, should be changed to “consisting only of 
brothers or their representatives”. The representatives of a brother has 
been according to another amendment attempted to be defined as a brother, 
brother’s son, brother’s son’s son and his widow. They are certainly 
representatives of a brother. In these circumstances, in the interest of 
good sense and decency, I think this amendment should be accepted. 
Towards the close of our debate at least one amendment should be accepted 
and I believe nothing will be lost but much good sense will be exhibited 
if this amendment is accepted. 1 leave it to the good sense of the Honour- 
able Minister in charge of the Bill who must himself be very much surprised 
and shocked by the definition which has been suffered to he placed in this 
Bill. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (7) for the words “consisting of 
brothers only” in line 2, the words “consisting only of brothers or their 
representatives” be substituted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I rise to support the amend- 
ment which has been moved by my honourable friend Khan Bahadur NSizir- 
uddin Ahmad. 

But I support the amendment on a ground not exactly similar to the 
ground on which the mover has done so. Sir, I beg to support the amend- 
ment which has been moved by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. I 
would support the amendment on a ground not exactly similar to the ground 
on which the honourable mover wanted to support it. Now, Sir, if we look 
to theTclause itself we find that the clause runs as follows: “In the case 
of every Hindu undivided family which consists of brothers only.” Hindu 
undiv^’ded family has been defined as joint family governed by Mitakshara 
Hindu law. In the explanation to the sub-clause there is a definition. It 
is not exactly a definition but it purports to explain the word “brothers” 
in sub-clause (2) as follows: “For the purpose of this Schedule, ‘brother’ 
includes the son and the son of a son of a brother and the widow of a 
brother”. Now, brother’s son’s son’s son is not included. Therefore if a 
brother has left a great grandson who is also a member of a family, that 
family altogether goes out from the definition clause and does not get any 
benefit of sub-clause (2) of clause A of the Scdedule. 

There is another aspect of the matter and that is this. The widow of 
a brother is not a member of the Hindu undivided M itakshnra family. If 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister \yill look up the law of M iinkskara family 
•bft will find that a widow is not a co-partner in a Mitakshara joint family. 
212 
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A widow gets n share under the Deslimukh Act but that Deshmukh Act 
does not apply to agricultural land and therefore in the present instance 
when we are going to tax agricultural property a widow does not get any 
share with regard to agricultural lands at all. I find the Hon ’hie Minister 
is going to take lessons. I think he will have to go to some other quarter 
for this purpose. He will kindly consult the authority. In a case the 
Federal Court held that agricultural lands are outside the scope of the 
Central Lcgislaiure and therefore tlie widow of a brother does not become 
a co-partner and therefore so far as the definition itself is concerned that 
is not quite in accoi-dance with the present law on the subject. 1 therefore 
submit that there is considerable legal difficulty in the clause as framed 
and if the amendment is accepted it would only remove all these difficulties. 
I submit that the Hon’ble binance Minister before opposing this amendment 
will consider seriously whether he should or should not accept this amend- 
ment. With these few words I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: The definition seems 
to be clear enougli. Brother represents a legal category and that category 
has been explained according to relation. I am afraid there is no question 
of changing this definition. We have followed the Mitahshara law meti- 
culously. I, therefore, cannot accept the amendment. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A(i) for the words ‘"consisting of 
brothers only” in line 2, the words “consisting only of brothers or their 
representatives” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A(i), for the clauses (a) to (/), the 
following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

“(n) when the total agricultural income exceeds lls. 5,000 but does not 
exceed lls. 10,000 — six pies in the rupee. 

(7;) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 10,000 but does not 
exceed lls. 15,000 — seven pies in the rupee. 

(c) when the total agriciiltural income exceeds Rs. 15,000 but does not 
exceed lls. 20,000 — eight pies in the rupee. 

{d) when the total agricultural income exceeds lls. 20,0000 but does not 
exceed Rs. 80,000 — ten pies in the rupee. 

(c) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 30,000 but docs not 
exceed lls. 40,000 — twelve pies in the rupee. ' 

(/) wlien the total agricultural income exceeds lls. 40,000 but does not 
exceed lls. 75,000 — fifteen pies in the rupee. 

{(j) when the total agricultural income exceeds lls. 75,000 but does not 
exceed lls. 1,00,000 — ciglitceii pics in the rupee. 

{h) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 1,00,000 but does not 
exceed lls. 1,50.000 — twenty-tv n pies in the rupee. 

{i) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 1,50,000 hut does not 
exceed lls. 2,50,000 — twenty-four pies in the rupee. 

(j) when the total agriciiltoal income exceeds Rs. 2,50,000 but does not 
exceed Rs. 5,00,000 — twenty-six pies in the rupee. 

{k) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 5,00,000 but does not 
exceed Rs. 10,00,000 — twenty-eight pies in the rupee. 

(Z) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 10,00,000 but does noj 
exceed Rs. 15,00,000 — twenty-nine pies in the rupee. / 

(m) when the total agricultural income exceeds Rs. 15,00,000 — thirty, 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ameiulmeut moved: That in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A(i), for the clause (,/) to (/), the 
following clauses be substituted, namely : — 

“(a) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. o,(l()0 but does not 
exceed Us. 10,000 — six pies in the rupee. 

{(j) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. JO, (100 but does not 
exceed Us. 15,000 — seven pies in the rupee. 

{c) when th(^ total agricultural income exceeds Us. 15,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 20,000 — eight pies in the rupee. 

(d) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 20,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 30,000 — ten pies in the rupee. 

(e) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 30,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 40,000 — twelve pies in the rupee. 

(/) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 40,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 75,000 — fifteen pies in the rupee. 

(g) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 7o,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 1,00,000 — eighteen pies in the rupee. 

(h) when the total agricultural incorhe exceeds Us. 1,00,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 1,50,000 — twenty-two pies in the rupee. 

. (^) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 1,50,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 2,50,000 — twenty-four pies in the rupee. 

(j) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us, 2,50,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 5,00,000 — twenty-six pies in the rupee. 

% (k) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 5,00,000 but does not 

exceed Us. 10,00,000 — twenty-eight pies in the rupee. 

(/) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 10,00,000 but does not 
exceed Us. 15,00,000 — twenty-nine pies in the rupee. 

(m) when the total agricultural income exceeds Us. 15,00,000 — thirty 
pies in the rupee.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, 1 am not at all 

surprised that the mover of the amendment did not tell us wlhy he proposed 
this amendment. Of course, 1 know the reason why he could not, for ho 
copied this amendment from the Bihar Agricultural Income-tax Act or 
perhaps from one of the re I'.cted amendments in another place. 1 wanted to 
know from the honourable mover what profit would be derived from this 
aniendmcnt. Now, Sir, I made it plain at one stage of Uhe debate of this 
Bill that we have followed the slab system and there is no reason why we 
should go back to the old step system. Sir, the time at my disj)osai just 
now will not permit me to explain the difference between the slab system 
and step system; but 1 may say a few words regarding the slab systcvi. 
Through the slab system, the distribution of the tax is much more cileelive 
and the net result is that more money accrues to tlie Treasury. That is (ho 
reason why we have adopted the slab system, and rejected the old step system. 

I oppose the amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned fill 2 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment: 


1944 


The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m,, on Thursday, the 12th October, 
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[11th Oct., 1944.] 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 1 Ithy 
October, 1944 : — 

(1) Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury. 

(2) Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(G) Mr. M. Hossain. 

(7) Mr. N. N. Mookeriee. 

(8) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mukleawar Rahman. 

(10) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944— No. 86. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of tlie Legislative Jliiildiiig, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 12tlh October, 1944, at 2 iKin., b(‘ing the eighty- 
sixth day of the First vSession of 1944, pursuant to section 02(2)(fl) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid CHO^vl)IlDEY, J.r.) 
was in the Chair. 


Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, 1 find that there are no (jiiestions 
today; so I think the discussion of the Agricultural Incom(*-tnx Bill will be 
taken up straightway. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before 1 take up the Bill, 1 have to take 
up some of the adjournment motions. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: After that I have to make a state- 
ment before the debate on the Income-tax Bill starts. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is a motion for adjournment of the 
business of the House tabled by Mr. Lalit (%andra Das which runs as 
follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the 
failure of the Government to give due protection to the Hindus in 
celebrating the Durga Fujah at Sandwip in the district of 
Noakhali wdiich was broken up after udhh'udhmi {Bhvdan Fujah) 
on the 23rd September Iasi and was nol allowed to prooe(‘d owing 
to Muslim interference. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I want to know whether the 
Government is prepared to make a slaiement on this matter before 1 
actually move my adjournment motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I am not in a position to say anything about it, because w^e are not really 
prepared to make any statement today. We thought that the motion would 
first be admitted and then we would prepare a statement or a reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you take time to make a state- 
ment ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Don’t you want to move it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I don’t move it if you make a statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Does the Government undertake to make 
a statement? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, this matter does not relate to my department, and so I do not know 
whether the Hon’ble Minister concerned wdll be able to gel the necessary 
information within a short tiAe and make a statement. 1 think, however,, 
he will be prepared to make a statement. 

• 213 
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Mr. LALIT eHANDRA DAS: In the hope, Sir, that Oovernment will 
make a statement on this matter, I will not move it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But the Hon’ble the Leader of tlie House 
does not make a definite promise that (xovernment will make a statement. 

The next adjournment motion stands in the name of Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee which runs as follows: — 

That this (Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgnt public; imjiortance, namely, the situation that has arisen 
out of the action of the District Maj^istrate, Murshidabad, prohibit- 
ing* the municii)ality of Berhainpur from seizing or destroying 
unwholesome food under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal 
Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think you are not going to press the 
motion, Mr. Mukherjee ? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, .Sir, T do press. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Bui I think a motion to that effect had 
previously been moved. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: We know that a similar 
motion was moved and a statement was made from the Treasury Bench, but 
it was not quite accurate. Therefore, 1 have again given notice of this 
motion after having secured an exact copy of the Magistrate’s order. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But there is still another motion of the 
same nature. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: That deals with the general 
question and you should allow me to move this motion instead of that 
motion, that being of a limited nature. The full copy of the order was not 
available at the time and now I have got a full copy of the order which has 
been forwarded to me by the Chairman of the Municipality. I, therefore, 
hope you will allow me to move my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it not a fact that a similar adjournment 
motion was tabled by Mi*. Nagendranath Mahalanobish on a former occasion!^ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Not exactly in this form or 
on these facts. As 1 have already infornjed you, I have now got a full lext 
of the order of Ihe Dislrict Magistrate of Murshidabad forwarded to me by 
the Chairman of the Municipality and uiion tliat 1 am tabling this motion. 
At that time the order of the District Magistrate which was served upon the 
Chairman of the Municipality was not with us. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In that case, I would like to examine the 
matter 'more closely and I would require some more time. I cannot decide 
the matter at short notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; As a matter of fact, this 
motion has been admitted by the Hon’ble President — not exactly admitted, 
but it has been kept ready for consideration of admissibility. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As I have t^ild you, I should like to examine 
the question of admissibility and this will take some time; I cannot do so 
at short notice. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If it is held over now, may 
I not be allowed to move it the next day? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 can assure you that I shall waive the 
question of urgency, and admit it if it is found to be otherwise in order. , 



Then comes another motion ot Mr. Bankim ('handra Miikherjee which 
is to the effect : that this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public iini)ortance, namely, tin* situation that has arisen 
out of the action of the ttovernment ot Benjrai in pieventing the officers of 
the Corporation of Calcutta from taking samples of lootl-stuff' from the ration 
shops under the provisions ()f the Calcutta Municipal Act and dealing with 
the samples under the pr^ivisions of the said Act. 

Do you want to move it, Mr. Miikherjee*:^ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ^^ell, so far as the form of the motion is 
concerned, I think it is in order. Has the honourable mp’uher got the leave 
of the House to move it ? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir 1 object. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As there is objection, will honourable 
members who are in favour of leavt‘ being granted kiiidl_\ rise in their 
places? (After a pause.) As Id honourabb' members havt^ risen in their 
seats, the motion is admitted. Now 1 have* got to fix ; time for the dis- 
cussion of the motion. What time will suit you? 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: 2 -30 |).ni. ioinorrow. 

Mr. HARIOAS MAJUMOAR: ItuI tomorrow is a non-official day. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: Bnl tliis also' is non-official business! 
Why not take it up at tin* earliest opportunity? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: f quite agree with the ('hiel Whip that the 
matter should he takmi up at the earliest opjiortunity . Then why not take 
it up at 2-15 p.m. today? 1 am very glad that th(‘ Chief Whip agrees that 
it should he taken up at tlie earliest ()])])ort unity. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AVhat does the Hononralde the Leader of 
the House say? Have you got an> objection to take it up just now? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; 

Yes, tlie usual jiractiee is that after a motion is admitted, it is fixed for dis- 
cussion on the next day. Besides, we are not at all ready for this motion. 
If, however, tomori'ow does not suit the hoiioui-able members of the Opposi- 
tion, it will have to be fixed for the next official day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right; on the next official day. 

Statement by Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I wish to nrnike a statement in 
respect of a notice whicli was circulated to us yesterday in the Chamber 
regarding some alteration in clause ()5 of the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
Tax Bill, I wisli to explain the position of the Opposition in respect of this 
matter 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It would be better if you raise that ques- 
tion w'ben that clause is taken up. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: We are bound to make the statement 
before the time fixed for the amendment. As amendments are to be made 
by 4 p.m. to-morrow, it is necessary that we should make the statememt now. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not see bow your case will be 
prejudiced if you raise the same question at the time clause 05 is taken up. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; I can assure the Chair that we have 
already given our anxious thought over this matter and it would really 
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affect our position if tlie statement is made later. Sir, the statement is a 
very important one and we hope it will be of much help to the House and 
also to the Chair. I am making the statement on behalf of the Opposition 
as a whole. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I can allow you to make the statement 
on one condition. You cannot discuss the ruling wihich was given 
yesierday. You cannot reopen any matter which was disposed of yesterday. 
You can simply explain your position and in doing so I hope you will not 
make any obseiwation against the ruling of the Chair already given. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: If in the course of my statement the 
Chaii- finds that I have violated any rule or procedure, I may be stopped. 

Sir, what I intend to say is this. This notice was circulated together 
with ascertain annexure said to be signed by the Speaker of the Legi^ative 
Assembly, dated the Gtli October, 1944, stating that a certain mistake had 
(Tept in the printing of the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill which was 
transmitted to the Council. 1 will place before the House tlhe relevant 
rules and the law in order to explain our position and our attitude in this 
lespect. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You can simply explain your attitude. 
As one holding the very rt'sponsihle position of the Leader of the Opposition, 
I hope you will not criticise the ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I will be very careful in that 
respect but at the same time I will not spare the other party for the manoeuvr- 
ing that has been adopted. No doubt, the Government of India Act, 
has laid down that a Bill passed in the Assembly shall he transmitted to the 
Council. Apparently, taking the cue from that section there has been 
forwarded the letter of the Speaker of the Lower House pointing out certain 
mistake which is alleged to have crept in the Bill, as printed and transmit- 
ted to this House. My Party thinks that so far as this House is concerned, 
it has no access lo the proceedings of the Assembly and this House has no 
right to know eveji what the proceedings in the Assembly were. According 
to our Procedure Pules, in respect of tlie Bills which * originate in the 
Assembly and which are to he sent to tlhe Council for concurrence or for 
amendraeni has been laid in sections beginning from 59. The rule 65 ruus^ 
thus : 

'‘When a Bill is passed by the Council, the Secretary shall, if necessar>% 
renumber the clauses, revise and complete the marginal notes there- 
of and make such purely formal consequential amendments therein 
as may he required and two copies of the Bill shall he submitted 
to the President and vshall he signed by him.’* 

And here we have a letter of the Speaker himself saying that as a matter 
of fact, as required by this Rule 65, the copies were placed before him and 
were sent by him. So far this House is concerned, there is rule 76 which 
says : 

“When n Bill originating in the Assembly has been passed by the 
Assembly and is sent to the Council, copies of the Bill shall he 
laid on the Table and made available for the use of members at the 
next following meeting of the Council or as soon as possible there- 
after.” 

So this is the only source of our knowledge of the shape of the Bill, its 
contents, its terms and provisions. The only source of information for this 
House is the copy of the Bill sent along with the message of the Speaker and 
nothing else. This House is not to look at what actually happened in the 
Assembly at all and it is said in the letter of the Speaker himself that 
the copy of the Bill which was sent with this message iot the consideration, 
of the House was without that expression “no” in the text of clause 65. 
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As required by our rules, this Bill is to be sponsored in the House either 
by a M inister for the Government or by a member. As a matter of fact, 
it was sponsored under rule 77 by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Finance. From that moment this House in seisin of the Bill as 

presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for its consideration. That 
Bill was signed and authenticated by the Speaker and sent to this House for 
its consideration. No doubt, the Speaker subsequently on the (»th October 
writes to say that there was a mistake in the Bill which he sent to us. That 
Bill, Sir, is before us from the month of June last. Since that time this 
Bill is in seisin of this House and tJhe Speaker is now functus officio so far 
as this Bill is concerned. That being so, the letter which the Speaker has 
now sent to the Council is unauthorised of which no cognis-uice can be taken 
by this House and my Party refuses to take any cognisance of a letter like 
this. The Speaker has now no connection with the Bill after he has signed 
it and transmitted it to the Upper House. This Bill has been transmitted 
to this House for consideration, and we are engaged in the consideration of 
the provisions of this Bill. We say it is an interference with the powers of 
tihis House: it is an insult to the House, it is encroaching upon the powers 
of the Legislature. The Speaker had no right to say what correction or 
what alteration ought to be made. He has already ceased to function so far 
as this Bill is concerned. Up till now the Hon’ble the Finance Minister haa 
not presented any other Bill. Tf the Finance Minister now says that he 
would present a Bill in this altered form, our attitude would be that there 
can be but one presentation of one Bill at a time. Piecemeal rectification, 
piecemeal presentation of Bill is not contemplated by any of the rules. 
There is one Bill, and there can be one transmission only. There 
cannot be any piet'cmeal rectification. We are competent to consider 
only the Bill that was transmitted to this House by the Speaker with his 
Message and which was moved for consideration by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge. We can, of course, consider alterations in the clauses of this Bill 
only when the alteration comes in the sha])e of an amendment. With all 
respect for the Chair, T say that my Party thinks tliat this matter is outside 
the domain of the President’s ruling. Because, that will be a transgression 
of the rights of the House. It is not a matter for the President to rule. 
Rulings are confind only to questions of procedure. Rights and privileges 
of the House cannot be the subject-matter of President’s rulings. My party 
thinks that this move represents an attempt to come through the back door 
after failing to come through the front door and is meant to curtail the 
rights of the House. To take it out of our jurisdiction and to take it to the 
domain of the ruling of the President is certainly curtailing the privileges 
of tihe House. So my par^;* contends that only that Bill which was moved 
by the Finance Minister for being taken into consideration is now before U8. 
Alteration can be made by way of amendment and, indeed, it would appear 
from the rulings of the previous President of this House 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Datta, that does not apply here. 

Mr. KAMI Nl KUMAR DUTTA; But, Sir, the Secretary could not rectify 
that mistake. Evidently this letter of the Hon ’hie Speaker was obtained 
with a view to by-pass that ruling that the Secretary cannot make 
any alteration. I have already said that ray Party thinks that even the 
Speaker has no right, after the matter has gone out of his hand and after the 
Bill has been transmitted to this House, to say that there was a mistake. 
He is functus officio. He is no longer in seisin of the matter. The only 
House that is competent and that is in seisin of the matter is this House 
and this House alone; the Speaker of the Assembly has no right lo impose 
himself upon this House and to say that there was a mistake. He is no 
longer the Speaker who is in seisin of the matter. There may be printing 
mistakes but printing mistakes can be remedied. It is not a mnlady which 
cannot be remedied at all. Tt can be remedied by 7neans of amendments 
^IJd indeed I find that there is an amendment wihich exactly wants to make 
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this alteration. Why is the other party afraid of accepUng this amend- 
meiitP Tliere is surely an ulterior motive behind this. I would appeal to 
Llie House ami J woukfsay on behalf of my Party that this sort of manoeuvre 
ought not to 1 k‘ allowed in a ri'sponsibh* House like this, ignoring the 
eardinal prineiple lliat lh(* right.'* of the tfouse cannot be transgressed 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; On a point of order, Sir. Ls 
it permissible to cast aspersions on the Speaker of the Assembly;' (Voices 
from the Opposition Benches: It is no aspersion at all.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have ah-eady given him sufficient warning 
not to criticise the ruling of the (’hair. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I am not crticising the ruling of the 
Chair. When there is ar jippeal from a lower court to a higlier court, we 
always say that the lower court has been wrong and that its judgment is 
perverse. This is always allowed. Accordingly, we are entitled to say that 
the service of the Speakei’ was lequisitioned in order to by-pass the lules ot 
this House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: It is absolutely 
untrue. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: You may say so. But the procedure 
adopted bv the .(iovernment gives rise to suspicion. by do \ ou nght s y 
of accepting an amendment of this House" Why liave you adopted this 
back door tactics? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Who has adopted it? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: You have adopted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: That ,s a lie. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sir. the Hon’hle Minister has 
said that it is a lie. He must wdtlidraw it, for he cannot call an honourable 
member a liar. 

,The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1 did not mean that. 
It is a gross uuti’utli. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The tact i.s tliat the office of the Council 
has received a connminieation from the Ilon'hlc the Speaker and on that 
action ha.s heen taken. So I think no asp(‘r.sion can he cast upon anybody. 

Khan Sahib WAHIDUZZAMAN: But what about the language used by 
the Hon’hle Finance Minister? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Actually Ibe attitude taken up by the 
Hou’bh* llie Piuauce Miuisbu' Avould j’miiiiul us only of Hitler s Mein Kampi 
thal by repealing a thing any number of limes it may be made to appear af 
true. This lictum is only followed in IN^azidom. So what our attitude wilJ 
be is that so bir as the ( ipjxisitiou is coueerued, we shall consider only tm 
Bill wdiicli had been jilaced bi fore the House and moved for consideration by 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister; but even that is now repudiated by tm 
Minister in cliargt’. He now disowns his parentage for it. So we shouk 
ignore his illegitiiiuxte child and the only Bill which should be placed before 
the House for coiisideiation from the (Jhair would he the Bill which waf 
transmitted and it is 'U. the amendments tabled in connection with that BiU 
that voting will take place. So far as tJhe request that has heen made by 
the Secretary to the Council for prittiug in amendments to the alterec 
clause 65 is concerned, ov T^arty's decision is that we refuse to tak< 
cognisance of this illegitimate child at all. We shall not put in any 
amendment to this changed clause 6^^ and we shall not allow this questior 
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to be put in this House. We shall maintain that the real Bill is that whidh 
was signed and transmitted hy the Speaker of the Assembly and which was 
moved for being taken into consideration by this House, jjastly, Sir, 1 
should make one point clear to the Hou&e. We do not invite any ruling 
from the Chair and my contention is that il is a matter beyond the domain 
of any ruling. It is a matter wliicih eoneerns the iundameiital right of the 
House and not a matter of ruling. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: H \ou wili ()n]\ ])erniit me to 
speak for a few minutes, 1 Avould make the ]»osition ahsolutel\ clear in regard 
to the question that has been raised, iianiel^ , wlis the amendment that ha.s 
been tabled already in connection with clause lio, should nol he accepted. 
Apart from the fact that the correction has come from llo' Hou’ble Speaker 
on his own initiative and without our knou ledge ot c(»vn se, it was discussed 
with us, — but the question was taken up b\ liim on his own initiative and 
without our knowdedge. The fact remains tliat it this House were to pass 
an amendment inserting the word “No”, then the Hill would have to go to 
the Assembly with that amendment, IwM'ause any amendment made by this 
House would have to go to the Assembly for tlndj- eoncurrence. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What is the liaimy 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will ])oint out what is the 
harm. The Assembly may well say iliai we do nol take this change 

as an amendment, because that thing was theiv and it had not been changed 

at all. In the old Hill, that is, the Hill that was ])assed h\ the Howm’ House, 
the word “No” was there. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, on a imiut of order; 
nothing that lias hapiiened in the Lower House can come in ln‘H'. We arc 
only eoneerned witli the eojiy ot th(‘ Hill tlial has been sn]>})lied to us. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am in jiossesion of a eo])\ of the Hill as 

introduced in the other House and I find that tlnne is a “No”. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: That may be so. Sir, but we 
are only concerned with the Hill as presmited to this House by the Finance 
Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am lefening to the com- 
munication sent by the Hon’ble Speaker and in that communication il was 
made clear that “No” was there. So it is a printing mistake. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH ; Sir, the HonTde Minister 
cannot refer to that and it he does so, we are not bound to take notice of 
that. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Please do not interrupt the Hon’lde 
Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not like the members of 
the Opposition to question the hona fides of anybody; hut I would ask the 
House to remember that this is a matter of legislation and a serious matter 
and so the practicability of the whole thing has got to be taken into consi- 
deration. Even for argument’s sake, if the suggestion of the Opposition is 
accepted by the House, I am trying to point out to you. Sir, and 1 would 
again appeal to tJhe members of this House who constitute a very responsible 
body, not to do anything which is going to make them a laiigliing stock of 
the people. I am trying to point out that if this House passes an amend- 
ment adding the word “No” and if that thing goes to the Assembly, then 
the Assembly would be pointing out that we cannot regard as an 

amendment 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH; We cannot listen to what 
tjbe Assembly will say. That is no concern of ours. 
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Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR: There is an amendment tabled by us. 
The question of its going to the other House does not arise at all. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I would at least expect 
Mr. Dutta to appreciate whal 1 am saying, though Mr. Mazumdar may not 
understand it. The point is: that if this amendment, as suggested by 
Mr. Dutta, is accepted by this House and the Bill goes to the Lower House, 
then the Lower House will say that they cannot read this as an amendment, 
because there cannot be an amendment to a thing which was already there. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But you will point out the printing 
mistake* and that will be the end of the matter. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The mere fact is that if there 
is a printing mistake Ihen that mistake has been pointed out by the Speaker 
but it cannot be created by means of an amendment because the Lower 
House will say that we have not changenl anything. This thing will place 
the Government in an impossible position. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You will explain that it was a printing 
mistake. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Assembly will point out 
that they cannot accept the amendment and the Council would say that we 
have passed this as an amendment and there! ore the whole thing would 
be a deadlo(‘k; when'as the procedure that has been suggested will remove 
the deadlock. Tt does not in any way prejudice the merits of this question. 
It does not plac(‘ the Opposition, Avho want to express their opinion on this 
question, in a disadvantageous position. On the other hand, if the sugges- 
tion of the members of the Opposition is accepted, it will create a deadlock. 
Therefore, unless the honourable members claim that they want to create 
a deadlock then certainly the ])rocedure suggested by the Chair can be 
accepted. But if they want this question to be dealj; with in a proper and 
legal manner, there is no way but to accept the ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We have heard enough and I do not want 
to allow further discussion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: This is a point which is very important 
especially in view of what the Hon’ble Chief Minister has said. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: i am afraid, T cannot allow any such dis- 
cussion. I shall only allow discussion on the matter in the agenda. The 
House will now take up the consideration of the Agricultural Income-Tax 
Bill 


The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (7), in clause (a), for the figure 
“1,500’^ the figure “5,000” be substituted. 

Sir, I do not propose to make any speech in this connection. I move my 
amendment without any speech. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in the Schedule 
of the Bill, in paragraph A (i), in clause («), for the figure “1,500” the 
figure “5.000” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA. COSWAMI: Sir, I oppose 
this amendment. I think there is some disillnsionment in the mind of the 
honourable the mover of the amendment. He wants to substitute the figure 
‘“6,000” for “1,500”, The figure “1,500” in this case is the slab and 
therefore the amendment should not come here. 
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Mr« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
le Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (7), in clause (a), for the figure 
1,600” the figure “5,000” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, 1 beg to move that in the 
chedule of the Bill, in clause (a) of paragraph A (7), for the figure 
1,500” the figure “3,500” be substituted. 

Sir, the scheme of the Schedule seems to be a little unintelligible to 
le. In paragraph A, sub-paragraph (7), for the first Rs. 1,500 there is 

0 tax. For the next Rs. 3,500 there is a tax but in the proviso (/) it is 
rovided the^t there would be no tax unless the income is its. 3,500. So, 
tie slab which has beei» referred to In the IJon ble the Finance Minister 
3 the slab of Rs. 1,500 and this slab becomes absolutely innocuous and 
eedless. The first slab should be Rs. 3,500 because that is the slab of 
acome which is taxable. There is no point in providing a slab of Rs. 1,500 
:ith no tax and then another slab of Rs. 3,500 with a tax of 9 pies to the 
upee and again saying that for the first Rs. 3,500 there will be no tax. 
?his is needlessly inserted. The first slab should be Rs. 3,500 and this 
hould be more simpler and more logical. If the first two slabs are added 
t will be Rs. 5,000. The first part of the slab Rs. 1,500 is not taxable 
nd again about Rs. 1,000 of the next slab is not taxable. Therefore the 
Lon-taxable portion should be Rs. 3,500, leaving a balance of Rs. 1 ,500 
rherefrom the tax will begin. 

With these few words, 1 move my amendment. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in the Schedule 
f tlie Bill, in clause (a) of paragraph A (7), for the figure ”1.500” the 
gure “3,500” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, again there is 

misapprehension. If the honourable members analyse the thing more 
are fully, they would find that tihe slabs have been defined as scientifically 
8 possible. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That 
Li the Schedule of the Bill, in clause (a) of paragraph A (7), for the figure 
'1,500” the figure “3,500” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived ) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move: That in 
tie Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (7) in clause (h) for the figure 
3,500” the figure “1,500” be substituted. 

Sir, I have already submitted that the real taxable slab begins with this 
Is. 1,500. So far as the reply of the Hon^ble the Finance Minister is 
oncerned, possibly he was right but unfortunately we could not hear him, 
ut the question is one for elucidation. If I am wrong, I will be the first 
3 withdraw the amendment, but the point I submitted, was that the first 
lab would be that portion of the income which is absolutely immune from 
axation. It is not good saying that for the first 1,500 there is no tax, for 
lie next 3,500 there is tax. It is simply making tihings complicated. I 
hink this should be simplified and I also think the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
bould do us a service by explaining the reason for dividing non-taxable 
lab into two and mark the second portion of non-taxable slab into taxable 
lab and then introducing a proviso to make the first 5,000 rupees of income 
ree from tax. That is a thing which requires a little explanation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that 

1 the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (7) in clause (h), for the figure 
^3,500” the figure “1,500” be substituted. 

14 
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The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Sir, I submit that 
this is a simple method and does not require any explanation. It provides 
that income below Rs. 3,5()0 shall be free from taxation but here we have 
indicated slabs by which progressive taxation will be imposed on the 
assessee and it ‘is quite clear from Ihe slabs how the tax is going to be 
levied. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A {1) in clause (6), for the figure 
* ‘8,500” the figure “1,500” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE ROY CHOUDHURY; Sir, 1 beg to move 
that in the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (./), for the words and 
figures “on the next Rs. 5,000 of the total agricultural income” in clause 
(c) the words “on the balance of the total agricultural income” be 
substituted. 

Sir, the object of this amendment is to reduce the amount of tax on the 
higher agricultural income from 2 annas G pies in the rupee to 2 annas. I 
find that in framing the Schedule the Government of Bengal have followed 
t^e example of Bihar and Assam and it is quite forgotten by the Govern- 
ment that the zemindars (d Bengal are already overburdened with a new 
cess called the Education Cess. With these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, in paragraph A (7), for the words and figures “on the next 
Rs. 5,000 of the total agricultural income” in clause {c) the words “on the 
balance of the total agricultural income” be substituted. 

Ktian Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to oppose this 

amendment. So far as the whole civilized Tvorld is concerned it has 
accepted the slab system as iihe basis of taxation, namely, for the first slab 
there will be no tax, for the next slab there will be the minimum tax and 
for the next slab there will be a higher tax and so on. The principle is to 
regulate the tax to the income. The higher the income the greater is the 
resisting power of the tax-payer. So taxation should be adjusted to meet 
Ghe resisting powers of the tax-payer. In these days, 1 beg to submit, an 
important principle will have to be given away if this amendment is 

accepted. My opposition to this amendment is on a question of 

principle only. Of course, the landlords will be hit but so 

will be hit other persons who pay other kinds of taxes. The tact that tax 
is graded to the income, the principle of the tax rising higher and higher 
as the income rises higher and higher is a very equitable principle. In these 
circumstances, with some amount of regret I oppose this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI; My honourable friend 
Khan Bahadur Naziniddin Ahmad has explained the position so clearly 
that . I need not say anything except to say that I oppo.se the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in 
the Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (7), for the words and figures “on 
the next Rs. 5,000 of the total agricultural income” in clause (c) the words 
‘^on the balance of the total agricultural income” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move : that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in paragraph A (2) for the words “consists of brothers 
only”, in lines 1 an 2, the words “consivsting only of brothers or their 
representatives” be substituted.' 

I think I tried to explain my position yesterday without being able to 
illuminate the position so far as the Hon’ble Finance Minister is concerned. 
1 do not attempt to justify it any more. I simply keep it on record that 
this amendment was moved. j 
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Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, in paragraph A {2), for the words “consists of brothers only” 
in lines 1 and 2, the words “consisting only of brothers or iheii- representa- 
tives’ be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr, JTULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: 1 formally oppose 
the amendment and give the mover my thanks so th.^t they too may be put 
on the record. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD : 1 beg to move that in the Kchedu- 
of the Bill, in paragraph A, after sub-paragraph (2), tne following new sublo 
paragraph be inserted, namely ; — 

Rate. 

(а) If the share of the member is Rs. 3,500 

or ioss ... ... ... Four pies in the rupee. 

(б) If the share of the member exceeds 

Rs. 3,500 ... ... ... Tlie average rate applic- 

able to the share of 
.such member if he 
were assessed us an. 
individual. 

1 have attempted to explain the principle of this amendment and of 
other amendments. 1 want to include in Ibis Bill principles applicable to 
the Hindu joint family but unfortunately on account of the*, boi rowed defini- 
tion taken from the Indian Income-tax Act the undivided Hindu family 
means undivided Hindu family belonging to the MUnhhara sidiool; that is 
no undivided Hindu family for Bengal. Undivided Hindu family in this 
Bill would mean no undivided Hindu family in Bengal. In ihese cir- 
cumstances the principle should be adapted to ibe real needs of tbe pi'ovince. 
There are undivided Hindu families wbicli belong to tbe Dayabluuja school 
and they are also by habits and association many Muslim families which 
are also undivided families on principle. They are dependant u])on the 
school of religion or the school of law which that community follow. It 
really should be dependant upon the economic structure of the family. If 
there is a joint family it should be treated as such without distinction 
whether it is a Hindu family or a Muslim family. The principle should 
apply to all. This principle should be introduced within the siructure of 
the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule 
of the Bill, in paragraph A, after sub-paragraph (2), the following new 
sub-paragraph be inserted, namely:— 

ilnte. 

(a) If the share of the member is Rs. 3,500 

or less ... ... ... Four pies in 1be rupee. 

(5) If the share of the member exceeds 

Rs. 3,500 ... ... ... The average rate applic- 

able to the share of 
such member if he 
were assessed us an 
individu.d. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, 1 ihink the 

honourable mover of this amendment is under somt- misapprehension. I 
explained this point on a recent occasion, perhaps day before yesterday when 
he^ had a similar amendment. Theje is no confusion. It is true, as I have 
said that the Muslim family may have to pay a higher rate of tax. That 
^ would not be helpful. I oppose the amendment. 
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT* The question before the is that in 

the schedule of the Bill, in para,graph A, after sub-pniapraph (2), the^ 
following new sub-paragraph be inserted, namely : — 

Hn(e. 

(a) If the share of the member is Rs. 3,500 

or less ... ... ... Four pies in the rupee. 

(b) vff the share of the member exceeds 

Its. 3,500 ... ... ... The average rate applic- 

able to the share of 
such meiiiber if he 
were assessed as an 
individual. 


The motion being put, a division was challenged and taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES— 16. 


Khan Bahadur N. Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

Mr. 8. C. Chakra verti. 

Mr. K. A. Chowdhury. 

Mr. L. C. Das. 

Mr. K. K. Outt. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Sk. Mohd. Jan. 
Mr. H. Kabir. 


Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

Mr. H. D. Majumdar. 

Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

Mr. B. C. Mukherji. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Wahiduzzaman. 


Mr. M. Ahmed. 

Mr. N. Ahmed. 

Mr. S. Ahmed. 

Khan Sahib N. Amin. 
Khan Sahib A. Aziz. 

Mr. D. L. Barua. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 
Mr. J. S. Graham. 

Khan Bahadur A. Gofran. 


NOES— 24. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8. M. Hoealn. 
Mr. L. Hossain. 

Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

Mr. A. LatifT. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Mollah. 

Rai Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

Mr, K. C. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

Dr. K. Talukdar. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hous(‘ has divided 
The “Ayes” being 15, and the “Noes” 24, the amendmeivt is negatived. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, clause (i) of the proviso to paragraph A be deleted. 

Sir, this is an amendment consequential upon the other amendment which 
I have already moved and which has been refused by the Houp«. So, in 
these circumstances; this amendment is no longer necessary, 'j^ut I move 
it simply to keep it on record that these consequential amendments were 
thought of. That being my purpose, I would ask leave of the House to 
wit ill aw my amendment. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant 

vt to Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad to withdraw his amendment? 

^LVies of “Yes, yes”.) 

(The amendment was,- by leave of the House withdrawn.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, in clause (ii) of the proviso to paragraph A, after the 
words “undivided family” in line 1, the words “or an association of indivi- 
duals”, be inserted. 

Sir, this is an alternative amendment to the amendment in which I 
propose to include Dayahhaga Hindu joint family and Muslim joint family 
within the scope of the Bill. A series of amendments have been changed. 

It is an alternative amendment. The House will remember that a reference 
has been made in the definition of a firm to the definition of the same in the 
Indian Paitnership Act, and there are certain association of individuals • 
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whicE do not constitute a firm in the technical sense of the word, that is, 
in the sense in which it is defined in the Partnership Act, but there is such 
a thing as an association of individuals and that is also recognised in the 
Indian Partnership Act. So if we give any status to joint Iliiidu family 
to tlie DciyGhhoffG scliool or joint Muhtiniiiijuluii fiimily living* in 
Bengal and if we do iiot give them a status as such, there arc at least associa- 
tion of individuals within the meaiiiiig of tlie In.lian Partnership Act A 
joint Hindu family or a joint Munaminadan tainilv has nno niiinagonietit and 
inanv conveniences. In iiiese circinn.stances, I .snlmiit that a provision of 
including an association of individuals to lie rccogni.sed as a firm at least 
should be accepted. A firm is an aj^reement between several persons to 
conduct a joint business and an association of individuals does not rest 
conleiit witii agreement to make a profit. A joint family, Hindu or Muham- 
madan, is an association of individuals. So that is a status that has been 
recognised by the Indian Partnership Ant and should also he recognised in 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-Tax Bill. So if a firm has got ti) ho taxed 
on the basis, an association of individuals should he given a ch'finite status. 
With these words I beg to submit my amendment for the eonsideration of 
tbe House. 


Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amemlmmit moved tliat in the Schedule 
of the Bill, in clause (//) of the ])roviso to paragraph A, after the words 
‘^undivided family” in line 1 , the words “or an association oi individuals \ 
be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI; I oppose the amend- 
ment. I think this is a consequential amendment which the mover only 
wants to put on i-ecord. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before tbe House is that in 
the Schedule of the Bill, in clause (//) (d the proviso to paragraph A, lifter 
the words “undivided family” in line I, the words “or an association of 
individuals”, be inserted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I heg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, after clause (//) of the proviso to paragraph A, the 

following be inserted, namely: — -i.t- 

^T.arepii 071— This proviso shall not apply to the agricultural income 
^ of any land where tea is grown.” 

Sir this is an exception which is logical having treated tea on a different 
basis altogether. This should be specifically accepted. Tbe Schedule would 
seem to include land where i.. grown for the purpose of taxation. So to 
make it logical I should .nove it to except it from the operation of tlie 


ordinary tax. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Amendment moved that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, after clause (if) of the proviso to paragraph A, the following he 

inserted, namely: — , , i t 

“E.Tception— This proviso shall not apply to the agricultural income of 

any land where tea is grown.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: This amendment has 
been moved perhaps to put on the record the mover’s satisfaction at having 
moved it, for 1 do not think the mover really expecled that the amendment 
would be carried. I therefore oppose the amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I beg to move that in the 
schedule of the Bill, for clause (i) of the explanation in paragraph A, the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“(i) ‘brothers or their representatives’ ^^ans anc' includes a broth^^^^ 
or brothers, a brother’s son or sons, a brother s 
brother’s son’s sons or a brother s widow or any 
• them”. 
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I want to remove the sex perversion perpetuated in this Bill and I want 
to make it more decent in the eyes of people who are not merely legal but a 
little decenf also. In these circumstances this amendment should be accepted. 

A brother according to the Bill includes also the brother’s widow, which is 
an absurdity. Therefore if this amendment is accepted the anomaly will be 
removed. After all, if we select words to imply a large number of ideas^ 
we should make clear those ideas; if you want to include words then you 
must use or cxjin words which would be comprehensive to mean all that you 
want them to mean, so that they may com})reheiid what is intended to be 
meant by them. This amendment would remove all anomalies and at the 
same time mean what is meant to be meant. I agree with the principle of 

the Bill so far as the provisions are concerned, my only difference is in 

respect of the phraseology. In these circumstances I move the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Amendment moved: that in the schedule 
of the Bill, for clause (i) of the explanation in paragraph A, the following^ 
be substituted, namely: — 

“(?’) ‘brothers or their representatives’ means and includes a brother 
or brothers, a brother’s son or sons, a brother’s son’s son or a 

brother’s son’s sons or a brother’s widow or any two or more of 

them”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI; In this amendment 
the explanation is sought to be replaced in a peculiar form. 1 regret 1 cannot 
accept the amendment because it becomes meaningless. 1, therefore, 
oppose the amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

• Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that 
clause G6 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the ' 
Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The House stands adjourned till 2-30 p.m. 
tomorrow. ' 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-30 p.ni.- on Friday, the 13th October, 
1944. 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 12th 
October, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(2) Mr. 11. Huq Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury." 

(4) Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. B. C. Hatta. 

(6) Mr. M. H'^>ssain. 

(7) Mr. N. N, Mookerji. 

(8) Mr. R. S. rurssell. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

(10) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(11) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First SsMion, 1944- No. 87. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the Irith October, 1944, at 2-30 p.iii. being the 
eightj^-seventh day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section 
62(^) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prosad Singh Koy, k.c.i.b.) was 
in the Chair. 


Points of Information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As there is no question, tlie Hous4‘ will take up 
motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative (^miicil Proc'edure Kules. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, before tlie motions are taken up, I 
want to draw the attention of 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been taken up already. You better wait. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are there no questions toda> alsol^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: For the last few days no (luestions have 
been answered. Some ((uestions are out.standing for a very long time. 
Only tlie other day your othce circulated a list of questions outstanding and 
if the answers are delayed in this way, very often th(‘ purjiosc of the ques- 
tion is altogether defeated. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in responsi^ to the re<piest of the 
Home Minister, I sent in a short-notice question regarding the Howrah 
Municiiiality and it was agTeed that that matter would (tome up today. 
The Hon’ble the Jicader of tlie House promised a statement today, but T do 
not know what has happened to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 can only request the Government to expedite the 
answers, so that the questions outstanding may be replied to before the 
present session of the C^.nncil is prorogued. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur sXlYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The statement would be made on the 23rd October. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Hon’ble the Home Minister is here 
now but he may be away again. He gave an undertaking to this House 
that the notification banning all public meetings will not be applied to the 
Dacca district except the city of Daccii. It will he applicable to the city 
of Dacca, Calcutta and Midnapore. But the Press-note already issued cxivers 
the whole of the Dacca district also. How is it? Will the Hon’ble Minister 
explain ? 

The Hofi|ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I protest against this method 
of eliciting information. Information can only be elicited by questions and 
shorl^notice questions. I do not propose to give any answer to this sort of 
quetions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I know that it is not the recognised method, but 
there is such a thing as amicable and informal arrangement. I think it only 
helps Government in clearing misunderstanding by supplying information 
216 
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on small matters, because if short-notice questions are put on every matter 
anrl the I'resident has to admit any number of short-notice questions, then 
ju'obably short-notice questions will lose their significance. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I also point out that both your 
predecessor in office and yourself Lave tried to build up a convention in this 
House that wdienever there is an urg-ent matter, we might ^‘oall for 
papers”. You have also encouraged the practice that in such cases Govern- 
ment should make short statements. The PTon’ble the Home Minister stated 
a moment ago that there was no procedure for asking for information except 
by questions and short-notice questions. But, Sir, there is a procedure for 
calling for papers which is in vogue in this House. It is a recognised 
constitutional method. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN: I think the honourable 
member has asked for this information without reading the Government 
notification carefully — — 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I protest against this remark of the 
Hoii’ble Minister that I did not read the notification carefully. I say I 
read it very carefully 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Has, 1 cannot allow yo\i to discuss this point. 

Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 
Safeguarding the rights of Indians in re-conquered Burma. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’bie flic Brt'si- 
dent of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting’ His Excellency to make 
an immediate rejiresentation to the Government of India on betalf of the 
people of Bengal who are vitally interested in the future of the re-conquered 
Burma, to safeguard the rights of the Indians in the re-conqnered Burma 
in all reasonalile ways, including the riglils of free entry on the jiari of fhe 
Indians in fufurc in Burma wh('fh(‘r as Burma t'Yacue(‘s or noi, restoration 
of all lost pro|)erties to the Indians on their return with proper eom])ensa- 
tion and also to secure for the Indians the same rights and ])rivileges as 
would be enjoyed by the subjects of the United Kingdom in Burma. 

Sir, in commending this motion to the acceptance of the House, I think 
I <)we an explanation to the hoiiourahle members as to why I have hibled 
this lAotion at this time when nine-tenths of Burma still remain to be 
re-conquered. I find that a suh-oommittee under the caption “Emigration 
Sub-Committee” has already been appoilited by the Government of India 
to go into the question of the rights and privileges of Indians in re-con- 
quered Burma. This suh-connniltee has been negotiating wilh the Govern- 
ment of Burma as regards the future status of Indians in Burma. So I 
think it is the lappropriaie time when Ave should A’eiitilate our g’rievances 
as regards Indians in Burma and we should lay our grievances on the table, 
so that in the coming Agreement Avlien it is concluded their rights may he 
safeguanled. Sir, there is a long history of this relation of India with 
Burma. Before 1937 Burma was part and parcel of the Indian Empire and 
a limb of India so to speak. It was Indian money and Indian capital, 
Indian labour, Indian skill, Indian industry' and Indian co-operation which 
built up the prosperity and devehqmieut of Burma hefoie it was occupied by 
the baihaious ?Japanese. The Indians went to Burma not of their own 
accord. They were invited by the Burmese Government to settle in and 
•develop their country . As far hack as 1869 all on a sudden there was a 
great demand for Bi ina licc in the world and as a result thereof the price 
of Burma rice all on a sudden rose three-fold. Erom Its. 50 for 100 baskets 
it rose to Rs. 150 for 100 baskets, and that gave stimulus to the cultivation 
of paddy and a vigorous drive was then made by the Government of Burma 
to bring vast tracts of land in south Burma under the paddy cultivation. 
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In 1872 an experiment was made in this direction by imjiorting Burmese 
labour from north Burma, but that experiment proved a failure. Then 
Indians were invited to settle and establish zemindaries in Burma to cultivate 
these vast tracts of land in soutli Burma bir this experiment also did not 
succeed very much. Then a third expeib^i^nt was made and Indian labour 
was now induced to go to Burma to bri' * under cultivation these vast tracts 
of land. Even shipping com}Mnies vere given subsidies to bring Indian 
labour from India to Burma, and the result -svas wonderful. In 1872 there 
were 10 lakhs acres of cultivaiod land in lower Burma. But witli the help 
of this Indian labour the a(‘reage of land nnder cultivation increased to one 
ciore acres within at least 20 years. It is a known find that Burma is the 
rice granary of Asia and that reputation to a large extent is due to Indian 
labour. As regards the development of industry in ll'Mina Indian capital 
ha.s done much. According to the estimated calcuhili-on about 58 per cent, 
ot foreign capital belongs to Indians. Then as regards the transport 
industry, it i.s iilso developed by ludiaus. Sir, this was the state of things 
when a section of Burmans raised the cry: “Burma for the Burnuius”. 
The Imperial Government joined with this section of Burmans with the 
result that a strong anti-Indian ieeling was created in the mind of the 
Burmans culminating in tlie riots of PJllO and BldS in which thousands t)f 
Indian lives were lost and proptulies worth inan\ lakhs were damaged. 
Burma Government a])])ointed a eomnutt(‘e which went under' a name of the 
Braund Pommitiee to go into the cause of the disturbances. It was found 
that in the fiedd of cultivation the percentage of Indians was 4 per cent., in 
industry only 1(1 ])ei' cent., in trade only 17 ]>er cent, and in trans]>ort db 
})er cent. TJiis ti'ansport hiisiness was confimal to th(‘ people ti'om (diittagong 
and Mymciisingh. In a [)o])ulati()n of one crore and 70 lakhs, only 7.J per 
(‘cnt were Indians. According to the census o(‘ 11)11, tire ]u're(mtage of 
Indian population in Burma was 7I> i)(*r cent. According 0/ the census of 
10‘ll, Ili(‘ total innnhtu' ot Indian ]t(»j)ulat irm was only 10 lalJis and according 
to ilic census of 1011 ihcii (cstimatral increase was only I'roin 10 tr* 14 lakhs. 
A.s a rt‘^'uil ol I'iols soijk' of tlie htljian^ migr-ated to Imka h>avi]\g ihm'r vast 
])rf)j)crly. Bdicr) Bui'ina was s(‘paratcd, an agrc'Mmml was .-ill on a sudden 
ent(‘rerl inlo h\ lire Uon'ble Sir Gi^'ija Sankar Ua,j]>al. SI)', as tin* Indo- 
Burma Agreement known as the Baj])i»i Agreenuuit has already expired, 1 
will not enter into the details oi that. 1 moved a resolution about 1h(‘ terms 
ot that liumiliating agreement in this House in 1041. Sir, what we 
apprehend is that it a similar agreement is again entered into, vve Indians 
will he ])rejudiced, especially the Bengalees who have larger interests in 
Burma. Sir, after that Braund Committee another committee was appointed 
whieli is known as the Baxter Committee, That Committee alsi» found that 
the allegations of infiltrot 'ou oi indian.s into Burma and ousting of Burmans 
from economic held alt ;gether cor]-ect : it found that th(^ Burmans wore so 
much obsessed witli this idcji that no amount of iirojiaganda would eliminate 
tliis anti-Indian feeling from theii minds, Tliey also found that in a big 
town sudi as Rangoon, where Indian popnlaiion juxalominates, the pojiulation 
of Indians was 55 per cent, and all the lug ships belonged to Indians; 
similar accounts held gotid in regard to some other big towns. They 
suggeste/I some remedy and as a result tin* Bajpui Agreement wuvs coneinded 
and that Agreement laid down Aa*ry humiliating teians so far as the Indian 
settlers were concerned. Sir, the (jnestion of the re-conquering of Burma is 
looming large before onr eyes. It is time that we should lay ojien all our 
demands befoi'e tlie Government of India and tlirougli the Governinenl of 
India, to ITis Majesty’s Governmenl, so that, our rights may be safi'gnardcd 
in re-conquerefl Burma. It is said that Burma owes everytliiug to India. 
Sir, let those sons of India who have made Burma their home In* not lieatcd 
differently. They should enjoy the same rights that the Burmans enjoy hut 
the Bajpai Agreement saerified valuable rights and is afiprchendcd that 
their rights may be 'sacrificed this time also. In my motion I have clearly 
laid down the conditions that should be embodied in the future Tndo-Burina 
Agreement. 
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Sir, there is another aspect of this question. There is a trade relation- 
shij) between India and Burma. Sir, Burma Las been benefited largely by 
her trade with India. It is a known fact that Burma has a monopoly for 
teak wood and Burma holds surplus rice. Sixty per cent, of Burman^s 
foreign trade is dependent ujjon Indian markets whereas only 7 per ceut. of 
Indian foreign trade goes to Burma. 

So, you will see that Burma owes its prosi>erity to Indian trade. Burma 
has got oil and India has to dejxmd on that oil. But Burma has to depend 
on Indian iron and steel, textiles and other manufactured articles. There- 
fore, it is desirable that both the countries should be allowed to co-operate 
in such a way that the future i>rosperity of Indians in Burma may he 
ensured. 

Apart from these considerations, the defence of India and Burma is 
co-related. This matter must be api)arent to the honourable members of 
this House. 

With these words, Sir, 1 move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That an Address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Exc^ellency to make an 
immediate representation to the Government of India on behalf of the 
people of Bengal who arc vitally interested in the future of the re-conquered 
Burma in all reasonable ways, including the rights of free entry on the 
part of the Indians in future in Burma whether as Burma evacuees or not, 
restoration of all lost properties to the Indians on their return with proper 
compensation and also to secure for the Indians the same rights and 
privileges as would be enjoyed by the subjects of the United Kingdom in 
Burma. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, we have no hesitation 
in 8uj)porting Mr. INur Ahmed’s motion. Our policy generally is to 
support the aspirations of Indians overseas and w'e have not the slightest 
doubt that Indian labour and mercantile activities will play an important 
part in the restoration of Burma to her former j)rosperity. In regard to 
the wording of the motion, however, there are one (*r two minor points which 
the House may wish to consider. In regard to the wording “free entry”, 1 
think we have to bear in mind that for immigrants, unless there is some 
system of control, a Government has not got those records w’hich are 
essential and which it would have automatically in the case of its own 
nationals. 1 think also that it is necessary for the Burma Government to 
direct immigration into the proper channels and 1 think myself that it is 
equally in India’s interest that there should be some form of control over 
emigration from this country and immigration into Burma. It is, there- 
fore, a matter for satisfaction to see that the India and Burma Govern- 
ments are already discussing the matter, and we hope that in the resulting 
Agreement there wull he none of those terms which some of us regarded as 
somewhat humiliating in the ])revious Agreement, and we lioj^e .that the 
Agreement will he such as wull not put unnecessary obstacles in the way of 
free immigation, 1 noticed in the newspaper Capital on the 31st 
August last an article relating to the position of the large body of Indian 
labour which* is already in Burma assisting in the re-conqnering of 
Burma making air fields and so forth, and I noticed that according to 
Capital the Burma Government had already asked the India Government 
to see that the labour assisting the military operations be not immediately 
withdrawn after Burma is re-conquered. According to this article, 1 
understand, the view of the Government of India is that. Of course, they 
have no power to insist that Indian nationals will remain in Burma after 
their work in connection with the making of air fields, roads and so on 
is complete; but in regard to those who choose to stay, this article made 
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a statement that the Government of India should insist on the Burma 
Government giving these people all possible facilities for attaining full 
rights which go with Burma citizenship - In regard to compensation which 
is also mentioned by Mr. Nur Ahmed n his motion, there was published in 
1942 in Capital a statement which 1 think had appeared in a Company 
Report — a statement made by or on behalf of His Majesty’s Government. 

I shall read it out because it is very interesting. It is from Capital , dated 
1st October, 1942: “The general aim of His Majesty’s Government after 
the war is that with a view to an well-being of the people and the resumption 
of productive activity property and goods destroyed or damaged in Burma 
should be replaced or repaired to .such an extent and 'ver such a period of 
time as resources permit. If the resimnes in Burma are insufiicient to 
enable this purpose to be achieved His Majesty's Government would be 
ready to give all the assistance they can in conjunction with such common 
fund or organisation as may be established for post-war reconstruction.” 

Now, in order to give Mr. Nur Ahmed’s motion full value, I think he 
would agree with me that tbe key-note slnnild be the well-being of the people 
and the resumption of jn-oduetive aidivity ; and i< is \Nitli that in view that 
we give his motion our lull supjiort. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN; Sir. I rise to give my full support to 
the motion which has been moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. About the manner 
in which the Indians were ousted from Burma, there (‘an bo no (piestion 
tha,t the Indians have got a real grievance. Modern Burma was made 
mainly, if not entirely, by the eft'orts of Indians. It was the Indians from 
Chittagong who cultivated the lands in Burma. Jt was the Indian traders 
from Madras and the rest of India who established large Houses of 
Commerce and Industry and the trade that thrived between Burma, India 
and other places was entirely built up by tbe Indians from western and 
southern parts, except, of course, that jiortion of commerce which was in 
the hands of the Europeans. We always understood Burma to be a part 
of India and we treated and were treated as if we formed an integral part 
of Burma. We, particularly Bengalees, are very much iiilerested in the 
future of Burma. Indians did not stint themsedves in any way to assist the 
Burman'S during ibis war and they are still figliting for theiii. indeed, it 
will be with the help of Indians mainly lliaf Burma will be re-conquored. 
Therefore, if after this eonsumination is rinicbed, the Indians are again 
thrown out of Burma, it will be a great calamity. W o, Bengalees, have 
large properties in Burma. E\ cry body knows bow lands cultivated by them 
were taken away from t'-em; how their jiroperties were burnt and destroyed 
and bow Indians had to leave Burma in niter destitution. Tliese we do not 
mind, because tiiey were acts of war. But surely we shall mind it very much 
if when Burma is re-stored to the British flag, Indians do not get the same 
position as th(‘v enjoyed before. Mr. Laidlaw has stressed the point that it 
is necessary foi the good of the Biirinans themselves that Indians should have 
free trade with Burma and that they slnjuld be treated as they were treated 
before. T entirely agree with him. There is another point in favour of the 
motion. The Burmans by nature are ratlier an indolent people except the 
womenfolk, who are very industrious, and this is known to everybody. It 
is, therefore, not tbe fault of the Bengalees that they infiltrated into Burma, 
if I may use the word, and began cultivation of lands that were available, 
because the Burmans themselves did not take tile trouble to cultivate them 
themselve*s. Now that the Indians have been turned out, 1 am afraid all 
these lands will go to the Burmans. But even then the Burmans will not 
be as rich as they were. Burma will never be rich because it is impossible 
for her to take to cultivation if Bengalees from Cliitiagong do not go there 
to do so. Therefore, it is for the prosjierity of the country itself that it is 
necessary that the door of Burma should be left wide open for Ihe Indians 
to go to Burma and be treated just as if they v/ere Burmans without any 
• restriction on considerations of caste or creed or race. It is for tiieir own 
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interest that }3\irnian8 should give ui> their anti-Indian mentality, if there 
is such a mentality among them, and it is for the British Government to 
see that when the time comes, Indians get a fair-play and get an entry into 
Burma not only for justice to Indians but for the good of tlie Burmans. 

Mfi HUM AY UN KABIR: Sir, I shall he very brief in giving general 
support Ihe object of this motion; but I must confess that the wording of 
the motion is, to my mind, not only unhappy but astonishing. My astonish- 
ment was increased when my honourable friend on mj^ left, the Leader of the 
European Party, added liis wtuds in support of the inotion. We have been 
told that this war which is going on in Burma is for the liberation of the 
Burmans from the Japanesf* yoke; but, I am afraid, the mover of the motion 
and his supporter, the IjeudcT’ oi tlie l^hiropean Group, tliink that it is for 
the reoonquest of Burma. I Ihink, Sir, ilia I llicjc is a great deal of 
difference between tlie “reconquest of Burma” and the ‘‘liberation of 
Burma”. 1 do not know wlietlier the Leader of the European Group was 
speaking his real mind when he spoke of reconquest. Does he speak of 
reconquest in the case of Prance or Greece Why then tliis difference in the 
case of Burma Is it ])ccause FreiKdimen and Greek are wliite, while 
Burmans are yellow 1 should have thought that my honourable friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed would have more sym])athy with the Burmans who are after 
all, the sliuttlecocks of fortune, kicked from British bayonets to Japanese 
boots. This doctrine of reconquest of Burma comes with ill grace specially 
from us. We think of the reconquest of no country but are only keen to 
liberate our own. This, I am sure, is what every Indian asj)ires. 

Sir, that brings me to the second point which was stated both by the 
honourable the mover of the motion and the licader of the European Party. 
The mover of the motion stated that when Indians go back to — shall we 
call it liberated Burma ? I leave to my honourable friend, the 1 reader of the 
European Party to find the correct term — they must enjoy the same rights 
as Englishmen. In other words, outsiders will decide what rights they will 
enjoy in the country and compel the local people to ac(juiesce. This is surely 
an imperialisi version of liberation. I would prefer to call it a liberated 
Burma when the war is over, when the Burmans have achieved their 
Independence and when they are free as one of the free peoi)les of the world. 
The mover of tlie motion wants to dictate from outside wliat the status of 
other nationals shall be and the Leader of the European Party agrees. The 
mover of the motion wants that Indians should get the same right, s in Burma 
as the subjects of the United Kingdom and again the Leader of the Euiopean 
Party agrees ! 1 am sure you will agree, Sir, that this is not very happily 

put. The subjects of the linited Kingdom had certain privileges, sometimes 
privileg'es which were unjustified. 1 A\-ould ceidainly stand iis much for 
Indian rights as for those ot tlie Burmans. Wlieu Burma is liberated, 
Indians Avaiit exactly those rights in Burma which are given to the nationals 
of other countries; hut the Burmans must he the partly who shall decide on 
wlnit tc*rms they are prepared to invite co-opeiation fiom outside. They 
should he the jicojile with the final say in the matter. 

Sir, 1 am not prepaied t-o admit that Indians should have less rights and 
pjhvileges than the people of any other country, whether it he the United 
Kingdom or the United States of America. But neither must Indians nor 
Englishmen nor Americans seek to exploit and oppress the native people of 
the land. It somewhat mars the liarmony of the talks about international 
brotherhood, freedo • and democracy, when imperialists or their satellites 
talk of imposing upon Buiuia a thousand conditions under which the subjects 
of the United Kingdom or Indians will go back. I would also ask my 
honourable friend the mover of the motion to remember one fact. Have 
Indians the rights of a free people in their own land ? Why talk of Indian 
rights in Burma when these rights are not lecognised in. India herself? To^ 
achieve rights in Burma, we must first achieve our own independence. 
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Indian indentured LtIhjiii' played an ini[wrt 4 Uij jxut in Oie development of 
South Afri(ni and the Crown Colonies; but we tind that after they have 
contributed to the pro^})erity of the land - they are not in the picture there 
at all. Tliey have been repatriated and -'xpiopriated — they have been treated 
as wope than human beinp*s. When, therefore, the motion is put in the 
form in which the hoTiourUble mover puts it, I must (onfess tlmt 1 do not 
feel happy. Itow shall I be assured that even if Indians are promised all 
manner of ri»:hts today, those ri^-bts will not be taken Iwu'k tomoriovv? A 
stroiif? and independent India can alone protect the rio-hts of lier nationals 
and so the right move to se(*ure Indian rights in Hnrma is to work for the 
achievement of Indian freedom. 

I must also make a passing reference to one remark of the J^eader of the 
Ooalitioii Party in this House. I am very glad to find that he believes in 
the indissoluble identity of Hurmu and India. It is rather sni-prising to bear 
this from a person who does not believe even in the unity of Indiii, — a person 
wlio believes that India should be curved •out into two, tliree or four separate 
'‘sthaiis”. I am Yer\ glad to find, Sii-, that my lionunrable friend, the 
Leader of the Coalitif)n Party, has transcended the bhni^ itions of the political 
party to which he iMdongs. Even though I do trol agree with the 
imperialistic part of his sj)eecb, I certainly agree with wliat he ^ay^ of 
Indian unity. He goes fuilher and speaks 'ot identities ol intcia^st between 
Burma and India. Such sentiments should be more widespread. There are 
great identities of interest between Burma and India. 

My honourable friend also spoke of tlie Burmans being indolent. With- 
out the help of Indians, lie said, the Burmans cannot run tlie affairs of their 
ow'ii country. vSir, I tlioughf I was listening t-o an Englishman speaking 
about conditions in India. The Englisliman also tells us that be is here 
bee^iuse W'e, Indians, 4ire indolent and that without his hel{) we cannot 
manage our own affairs. We hav(‘ heard much about the White Man’s 
burden. have felt it to our cost. Th(‘ world today is getting tired of 

the IChite Man’s burden wln’cb he transfers to tlie shoulders of the nearest 
Black Man. Today in tin’s House*, 1 think, it was for the first time suggested 
that there is also a blaekmau’,-. imrden and that burden shall be imposed 
upon the poor nationals of yellow Burma. 

Now, Sir, I would sum up the position thus. We want liurma to be 
liberated. We want that the Burmans shall have the main say in 
determining wdial shall be the conditions in that country. They shall be 
the people who wdll decide the conditions for others wdio want to come and 
trade with them or settle in iheir land. There should be no discrimination 
and Indians shall not Ik oehiiid any other race or people. The Indians must 
have the same rights as the people of other free eouulries. All these (van 
be achieved and guaranteed if only India herself is free. If she is to depend 
on the good offices of others to secure for Indians rights tliat shall be granted 
to them in Burma, I :m\ afraid, all the good res<oluik)Us of my honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Alimed and the benedictions of my honounible friend the 
Leuoder of tlie European Party wall be in vain. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion. Mr. Nur Ahmed, as everybody kuow's, is an indefatigable 
worker who never lets slip an opportunity to voi(.re the popular sentiment 
with regard to important public matters. 

Now% so far as the subject-matter (jf this motion is concerned, I fliink 
there cannot be two opinions that it is a very desirable one. should 

request tlie Cjovernmeiit to ensure the rights of the Bengalis who had to 
come away from Burma after the conquest of that country by the dapanese. 
I think we should see that as soon as Burma is liberated or freed fnun the 
shackles of foreign bondage, the Government would be in a position to 
restore to Indians all the properties they have lost and the privileges which 
^ they used to enjoy when they were the inhabitants of that country. Sir, 1 
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do not know how far it will be possible for the Government to do all this 
in view of the Indo-Burma Agreement which was concluded shortly before 
the country was overrun by the Japanese. I had occasion to criticise the 
terms of that Agreement as it stood before the declaration of war by 
Japanese. That Agreement contains certain terms which are humiliating 
to the Indians. One of those terms was that nobody would be allowed to 
enter Burma without a passport and none but those domiciled in Burma 
would be allowed the privileges which the Burmans enjoy. I do not know 
whether it will be possible for the Government to consider the question of 

compensation, because it w’as due to no act (Mir. Mesbahuddin was 

going over to the European members and talking wdth them standing) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Mesbahuddin you just resume 
your seat, 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; That shows the 
interest taken by the members of the Coalition Party in the subject-matter 
of the motion before the House. 

However, Sir, as I was saying, Sir Girija Sankar Bajpai, one of the 
trusted officers of the Government of India, was sent to Burma to negotiate 
the terms of the 'settlement. As I have already said, those terms were very 
humiliating to Indians. It is unfortunate that the Agreement was based 
on the treatment of the Indians as Parihas. In fact, the development and 
the improvement of Burma, as Khan Bahadur Momin has rightly pointed 
out, was due to the migration of Indians to that place. Before the advent 
of Indians there was no trade and commerce, no business in Burma and it 
was due fo the labour of the Indians that it was possible to develop the 
country. I do not think I will be justified in dilating upon the matter 
any further and I hope that the motion will be carried with out any dis- 
sentient voice. 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD; Sir, I rise to give my support 
to the motion that has been moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Nur 
Ahmad. I find that a simple resolution which shoxild have been supported 
unreservedly has roused some amount of adverse comment at the hands 
of my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. I express wonder why Mr. Hiimayun 
Kabir should object to the word “re-conquered”. (Mr. Humayun Kabir: 
Erance was liberated and not re-conquered.) Because, in Erance there 
was already a party which was fighting for the liberation of Erance. In 
this case also, no doubt, the Burmans are fighting for the liberation of 
Burma with the aid of the English from the yoke of the Japanese; but it 
cannot be denied that the Burmans are not putting forth that amount of 
effort as the Erench did. The question is not of freedom. The question 
just now is that it is the attempt of those who know how best to deal with 
Burma and with Japan. Howevermuch we may be sentimental, the fact 
remains that Burmans have not been trying for their liberation. They 
have thrown themselves completely at the mercy of the Japanese on 
account of the mistaken idea about co-prosperity that has been propagated by 
the Japanese. 

There is another fling at the Leader of the Coalition Party, Khan Bahadur 
Momin by Mr. Humayun Kabir, Khan Bahadur Momin was twitted for 
having said that he regarded the Burmans as the flesh of his flesh and the 
bone of his bones. A'S a matter of fact, the Khan Bahadur did not say 
those things in so ma^iy words. Who can deny that we Indians had regarded 
Burmans as coming under our sphere of influence? Of course, of late, 
they belied that expectation of ours. In 1930 and also in 1938, these 
Burmans treated the Indians with an amount of tyranny and hatred which 
is simply revolting to any civilized people. Again at the time when the last 
calamity fell on Burma and when the Indians were coming back to their 
mother country bag and baggage, what atrocities have not been committed* 
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by the Burmans on the Indians? In view of all these incidents, it is 
certainly necessary that Indians should know beforehand what will be their 
status and position in Burma when the +^Tiie will come for them to g‘o to 
Burma again and when a new order of things will come into being there on 
the termination of the present war. It is time that they should think of their 
own security and safety in Burma where they have settled so long, and 
where they liave spent a large amount of their energy and skill in making 
the land prosperous. As a matter of fact, when Khan Bahadur Momii. said 
that Burmese males are very indolent, he was only saying what is true. It 
is their womenfolk wlio are much more active than their menfolk. It may 
sound funny to hear such a statement hut the fact laucins that all major 
business was j)ractically in the hands of the Burmese women. (Rai Bahadur 
Keshab Chandra Bankr.tke : Just like the Khasi women of Assam.) There- 
may be other pco])]e of this kind elsewhere hut the males of Burma are really 
like that. The Burmese males do not do that amount of labour that i.s 
generally expected of males all over the world. Practically, all the arduous 
labour is done by Burmese women. (Mr. Siriusii (biANDRA Ciiakravertt : 
How does that matter?) Well, it matters like this: The Burmans, I mean 
the Burman males, do not put forth any amount of energy or skill in the 
development of their own country as they ought to do and they have had 
to depend on Indian indentured labour for this up to now. All the learned 
professions, trade and commeree and industry as also agriculture are mostly 
in the hands of Indians, It is Indian labour that practically made Burma 
a granary in Asia. It is Indians again who are assisting tliidr utmost to 
liberate Burma from the subjection of the Japanese. This is all that we 
have clone and are still doing for Burma and we should try to get what we 
deserve in that country after j)euce returns to the world. In view of all 
this and also in view of the faet that Indians have got to he fore-armed, 
it is absolutely necessary that a motion like this should he brought forward. 
We have already found to our cost that the amount of interest which ought 
to have been taken to safeguard the interests of the Indians in Burma is 
not being takeji by the powers that be. Tliis was clear from the terms of 
the Bajpai Agreement some of which ai'e ahsohitelv fiumiliating to the 
Indians. Therefore, the cry has been raised that care should be taken from 
beforeliaud to safeguard the interests of Indians in Burma. If that be 
the position, and if the Burmese feeling is anti-Indian and if the. (lovern- 
ment of India’s Agent there does not look to the safety or interests of the 
Indians there, I consider that Mr. Nur Ahmed has moved his motion at a 
v^y opportune moment in ordo^ that ])ro])er and adequate attention may 
he focussed on this very urgent and important problem. 

With tliese words, I commend the motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Alhaj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, though I do 
not oppose the motion, I think the motion is premature in as muclL as Burma 
has neither been liberated nor re-conquered and India is not yet indepen- 
dent; therefore I do not think that it is time now to think of the rights 
and privileges in other countries when the rights and privileges of Indians 
are not safeguarded eA^en in their own country. We Indians are said to be 
enjoying liberty in this country, but we are not allowed to do this thing or 
that without previous sanction of the British authorities. India is 
governed in the name of Indians hut the real Power is in the liands of the 
Britishers and as long as India remains a subject country Indians cannot 
aspire to any privileges in other countries, however justified. The liouse.s 
and properties of the Indians in Burma were burnt and destroyed by the 
Burmese because India was not independent and strong enough to i)rolect 
and safeguard the interest of their nationals there. Therefore, in my opinion 
India must first try to be independent and strong and then ask for their 
rights and privileges in any other country. There was a great deal of 
icontroversy as to whether the Burmans were indolent or whether the 
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Burmese women worked there. We have nothing to do with that. We 
should see that our rights and privileges are seeured first in India and then 
we can aspire io safeguarding our riglils and privileges in other countries. 

I entirely agree with Mr. Kabir that it i-s for the Burmans to determine 
what rights and privileges the Indians sliould enjoy in their country. They 
should be the first to decide as to what status we would enjoy in their 
country, (lonsistently with tin* princi})le of self-del ermination. With these 
words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; A considerable amount of 
light h as been thrown from difierent directions on this sim])le question. It 
is common knowledge lhat while India offers hospitality to all outsiders, 
Indians are not granted similar treatment in oilier places. The well-known 
example of South African Indians and the example on Indians in Burma 
would show how Indians are trealed outside India. Attention has been 
bestowed by several sjieakers who have preceded me on tlie wording of the 
motion, namely, whether it should be re-concpiest of Burma or liberation 
of Burma. I think the intention of the mover is the same and it was a most 
harmless idea that prompted the wording. I am not going to quarrel with 
mere terminology as afi'ecting the situation. Some rime ago, Mr. Nur Ahmed 
who has been described as an indefatigable legislator, moved a similar motion 

i 'ust before Jlurma was going to be invaded. At that time Indians were 
leing attacked by the Burmans and driven from Burma ruthlessly. That 
motion was carried and I remember to have said then that the (jovernment of 
India should ]nit some amount of pressure on the Burmans as a jirice to save 
them. Now, the ojqiressors and the oppressed have been treated alike by 
the Japanese. There is today no difference between the two jieojiles. 
Bunna will be re-coiKpiered or Burmans wdll get liberated; whatever it may 
be, the ])roblem will remain t)ie same with regard to the position of Indians 
in Burma. The (pies! ion will again arise when Burma is reconquered. 
One of my friends has re(‘ommended the jmstponement of the decision of the 
future rights fill India is independent. I think ibis dilatory method should 
not find endorsement from the members of this Council. I think independence 
is largely a matter for Indians themselves. I find there is an influential 
school of thought whicii believes in absolute abstinence from all sorts of 
activities till India g(‘ts independence. They hold the view that till we 
get inde])endence we should postpone all our efforts to secure even ordinary 
rights. I think the ]H)sition of Indians iji South Africa and the })Osition of 
Ind ians in Burma should receive immediate atteiition of all, Indians and the 
matter should he agitated by all. At ])resent the appropriate (government 
is run by the (iovernniont of India partly by British poli(‘.y and ])artly by 
Britisli Indians. AVe slionld not, however, wash our hands absolutely clean ^ 
of this (juestion till we get complete inde])endence. If we do so, things 
would be beyond recovery. In the circumstances, I submit that the 
resolutioTi of Mr. Nur Ahmed should be acce})ted in spite of the slight 
objection which his wording may have raised. With these few words, I 
support the motion. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, I will not take much time of the 
House but it is necessary thar we should give our views in this matter. I 
do not see eye to eye with the mover of the motion in tlie matter of its draft- 
ing. The wordings he used are not, in my opinion, happy. Now, Sir, I 
know of one facd and that is that the Premier of Burma went to England 
and saw Mr. Churcdiill and demanded from him a j)romise of -self-govern- 
ment to Burma aft the war was over. Of course, he could not return to 
Burma : the war broke out and the situation completely changed. The 
cry is demoracy, freedom and the general cry is that colonies should be 
liberated. That is the cry eveiywhere now. Look at the situation in the 
West. In Algiers, the French Liberation Committee came into being 
although France was completely under the grip of (Germans. As soon a% 
the Second Front was opened, France w^as liberated. The truth is that it 
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is the American and the Rritish blood which really liberated France but 
the Liberation Committee of the French in A igiers is now carrying on the 
civil administration in France. So it is ihe case of l^oland. There is a 
liberation Committee set up in Lublin lad as much part of Poland as has 
heen liberated, has been put into the possession of that Inberation Com- 
mittee and that Committee is ruling that portion. So is tlie (^ase w’ith 
Bulgaria, Rumania and Czechoslovakia. 11 ere. however, W(‘ find the 
mentality is one of tlie (‘on(]ueror and the subjugated. 

Our view is "tfiai Burma is to be liberated. Now, if the Japanese go and 
the Britishers enter there, it should be a case of liberation. Burma is for 
Burmans and as soon as it is liberated, it will be the Hurinans who will 
decide their own fate and form their own g<n'ernment. And we do boj)e 
that as they are our neiglibours, they also would e\})cct to (‘iijoy some rights 
and privileges in India and reciprocity will be a (juesiion. S(), all tliat we 
do say is that the great fight that is g(»ing on now is being fought by tlie 
British and Indian soldiers and tliere an' some AnuMican ,>olili(‘rs among 
them and tlie fight is for t])e liberation of Hurma. We lioi)e and trust that 
the Burmans will rule Burma. 

With these words, I give our \iev\ on tin- (|Ut'stion. 1 neither support 
the resolution nor o]>pose it, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I am s in iliat a good 
deal of misapprehension is running iu the minds of the lionoiiralile members 
w’ith regal’d to the subject-matter of the motion that we aie disciissing this 
afternoon. I submit, Sir, that the motion states tliat after the reconquesi 
of Burma the Government of Imlia should he n‘(|uesied to lesiore the rights 
of Indians in Burma. Now, with regard to this matter, 1 would like to 
know what is tlie point of view which we liold regarding this war. 1 am 
now addressing my Indian c^dleagues. Whether \\c wjint that Burma 
sliould he independent aftcM* the Japanese have been dri\’en out from th4ii 
country or whetlier we want that Biirina would he under the British Govern- 
meut as it was licfore the c.oiKjuest by the Jajianese. If Burmans are to be 
independent after the Japanesi' are driven out from Burma, if tliey are not to 
be dependent any more, then 1 think this resolution is misplaced and slumld 
not liave been moved at all. Because tben the (piestion would be Indians’ 
rights as against Burmans’ rights. If we have to depend upon tlie British 
Government for restoring our rights in Burma, I may assure my honourable 
friend Mi-. Nur Ahmed, that lie may have to wait till Demmsday. Because 
wc know what, has ha])]>enf‘d in tlic (*ase of the South Afriiains and lamjile of 
other Colonies and Doml»'i.ons. It is not a properly worded motion. With 
tliese few' words, I think, as Mr. Das has said, it is not possible for us to 
support tlie motion in tlie form in which it has heen moved. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, as regards the 
resolution of my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, my jiarty have got 
the same objection as regards its w'ording. We have got sympathy with 
the object underlying the resolution inasmufdi as it W'ants to get hack the 
rights and privileges which were being enjoyed liy the Indians who were in 
Burma and w^ho helped in the devokqmient of Burma to its present p(»sition. 
But his idea of seeing Burma hack to its original position as the vassal of 
the British Imperialism of course is not what we desire or anybody desires 
in the context of the present world situation. I think 1 should refm- my 
honourable friend the mover to a recent hook w-ritten by an Englishman 
Mr. G. D. H. Cole. The Wok is entitled: “Position of Britain in the 
Post-war World”. In that book be has discussed the position of Britain 
after the war and he has categorically stated that Bui na, Malaya, and 'Oiher 
places which have gone out of the British possession will never come back to 
them again. 

He has also made mention about India. If any Indian had written a 
Jbook like that, probably big book would have been proscribed and he would 
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have been a guest of my honourable friend the Home Minister over there. 
But as the book has been written by an Englishman, it is in our library 
and nobody takes any objeetion to it. So 1 think although that pious 
hope of our friend may not be fulfilled, we desire that the Burmans will 
have the right of self-determination as any other nations of the world. 
Therefore, I think that this motion ought to be re-worded or changed and 
then it will have the approval of the whole House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, as usual in the case of motions of this nature, Governnient will forward 
the proceedings of the House to the proper authorities. 

Mr, NUR AHMED! Sir, honourable members who have supjmrted my 
motion have considered the word “re-conquered” which occurs in the reso- 
lution as being unhappy and some members opposite have even taken 
objection to the Tvord. I used the word in the sense of reconquering from 
the Japanese hands, but whether it is re-C/onqiiered by the British forces or 
by Burmans themselves I have not mentioned it. As regards the future 
form of Government, I have not mentioned anything in my motion. Sir, it 
was far fixim my inind l-o suggest that Burma should be subjected again 
and it is the desire of all patriotic persons that Burma should enjoy 
independence and that the rights of Indians should be safeguarded. I can 
assure my friends on the other side that I never meant that Burma should 
be re-conquered for subjection or for domineering bv any power in the 
world. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT! Order, order. The question before' 
the House is that an Address be jiresented to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor ofi Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council requesting His Excellency to make an immediate representa- 
Hon to' the Governnient of India on behalf of the people of Bengal who 
are vitally interested in the future of the re-conquered Burma, to safe- 
guard the rights of the Indians in the re^conquered Burma in all reason- 
able ways, irnduding the rights of free entry on the ])art of the Indians in 
in future in Burma whether as Burma evacuees or not, restoration of all lost 
properties to the Indians on their return with proper compensation and also 
to secure for the Indians the same rights and privileges as would be enjoyed 
by the subjects of the United Kingdom in Burma. 

(The nioliou was agreed to.) 


Promulgation of two Ordinances during the pendency of the Council 

Session. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg* to move that an Address be present- 
ed to ITis Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the 
President of tlu' Bengal Legislative Council, drawing His Plxcellency’s 
attention to the fact that the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and 
Relief) Ordinance, 1944, and the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Ordinance, 1944, and the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land 
Land (Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1944, were promulgated while the 
Bengal Legislative Council was in session. 

Mr. NAGENDRANATH MOHOLANOBISH ; Sir, I rise on a point 
of order. 

Ton will please notice that there is an adjournment motion tabled by 
me exactly on this subject and it is now under consideration by the Hon’ble 
President. Therefore, I ask whether under these circumstances my friend 
can anticipate the motion and bring in this Address Motion cxjvering the 
same ground. I do not exactly like to oppose this motion, but I want to 
■draw attention to the fact as to whether it is in order. * 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (After a pause): Is there any point of 
order, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, . jrder. The rule to which 
Mr. Moholanabish refers is applicable t' „iie case of adjouriiiueiit motions 
only and not to the (‘use of motions under section ll!L^ So I rule that 
Ithe motion of ^fr. Kabir is ])erfectly in order. 

Mr. NAGENDRANATH MOHOLANABISH: Then 1 be^ to move 
an amendment . 

Mr. DfEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let Mr. Kabir finish : then you can 
move it, if it is allowed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Deputy Iresident, Sir, I believe that 
u very grave constitutional imj)roi)riety has been committed by the 
promulgation of these two Ordinances at this time. 1 am not (luiie clear in 
my mind as to whether it is not more than a constitutional im])i()priety. It 
may even be that these Ordinances, as they ar(‘ in contra vmition of certain 
sections of the Goveinment of India Act, are jx'rhaps no' Ordinances at all. 

In fact, it may even be that these Ordinances are ultra rirun and void in 

fact. These are rather grave issiuis which are souglit to raised by means 
^f this motion. I will not go into the merits of the.se Ordinances at all. 

Nobody in this House will have any (piarrel so far as the conttmts of those 

Ordinances are concerned. Rut the i)oiut W(* have to consider is that 
Ordinances are a very' special power allolt(‘d to th(‘ Oovtuiior. His Ex('ellenoy 
can exercise this j)ower only under certain s])ecitic circnjiistances. The two 
sections of the Ooverinnent of India Act which lay dowji ll>e ])rovisions for 

Ordinances are very clear on the i)oi]it. Then* is tirst of all, section 88 

according to which Oi'dinances can be mad(* by^ tin* Oovernor when the 

Legislature of the Province is not in sessiim. 1-mh‘r s(‘ction 80 of the 

(rovemmeiit of India Act, the Legislature of the Province is also detined. 
Tile Ijegislatiiri* of a Province means two Houses so fai* as Rengal is con- 
cerned; there is no possibility' of doubt in this matter. Tluuvfoie, if any one 
of the two Houses is in session, it cannot be said that the liCgislature is not 
in session. It may at most be argued that the full Legislature is not in 
-session. At the time when these two Ordinances were issued, the Rengal 
Legislative Council had been adjourned for a period of about 5 or (J weeks. 
That adjournment does not in any way break the contiruiity of the session. 
If it did, then any Rill which had commenced at the beginning of the 
session would no longer continue after the adjournment. This however has 
never been the case. As o matter of fact, we adjourn from day to day It 
is quite immaterial from the point of view of law whether an adjournment 
is for 20 hours or 20 days. The first point which I w^ant to make is that 
the Legislature was in session at the time when this Ordinance was promul- 
gated. Under section 88, sub-section (1) it is clearly laid down that the 
Governor cannot promulgate an Ordinance when the Legislature is in 
session. Section 89 gives the Governor the pow'er to promulgate an Ordinance 
even when the Legislature is in session. Rut it will be clear that Ordinances 
under section 89 are of a very' special nature and attract the spei’ial respon- 
sibility of the Governor or deal with matters in which the Governor has to 
act at his discretion or in his individual judgment. Now, Sir, it cannot he 
contended for a moment that the subject-matter of these two Ordinances 
which have been promulgated come under section 89. Sub-seedion (7) of 
section 89 reads as follows: ‘*If at any time the Governor of a Province 
is satisfied that circumstances exist which render it necessary tor Jjim to 
take immediate action for the purpose of enabling him satisfacdorily io 
discharge his functions in so far as he is by or under this Act required in 
the exercise thereof to act in his discretion, or to exercise his individual 
judgment, he may promulgate such Ordinances as in his opinion the circum- 
stances of the case require.” Therefore, section 89 deals only with those 
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Ordinauces, iur wliicli under this Act he is required to act in his discretion 
or to exercise his individual judgment. I think he will be a very bold 
constitutional lawyer who would dare to suggest that cither of these two 
Ordinances in any way attracts any of his special responsibilities or is a 
subject-matter in which be bas to exercise bis individual judgment or be 
has to act in his discretion. 

There is one other point to wbich I want you to draw the attention of 
His Excellency. Even in the case of Ordinances which are the subject- 
matter of his special res])onsibilities, the (Tovernment of India Act lays 
down that he cannot act entirely arbitrarily. In fact, this is the intention 
of the Oovernment of India Act tliat whenever any law is passed or any 
Ordinance is passed which lias tlie force of law, such law or such Ordinance 
shall be subject to poj)ular scrutiny. I shall take, first of all, the case of 
section 89. Under section 89, tliere is no provision by which the Ijegislature 
can terminate tlie life of an Ordinance. But nevertheless, the action of the 
Governor is subject to scrutiny. I would like to draw attention to the fact 
that wherever tlie Governor acts in his discretion or exercises his individual 
judgment, he can do so only subject to the control of the Governor-General. 
Section 54 reads as follows: “In -so far as the Governor of a Province is by 
or under this Act required to act in his discretion or to exercise liis individual 
judgment, he shall be under the general control of, and comply with such 
particular directions, if any, as may from time to time be given to him by 
the Governor-General in his discretion, but the validity of anything done 
by a Governor shall not be called in question on the ground that it was done 
otherwise than in accordance with the provisions of this section.’^ But this 
is not all, Sir. The Ciovernor when he acts in his dis(*-rction or exercises his 
individual judgjncnt, is subject to tin' general control of tlie Governoi- 
General and the Governor-General in his turn is under section 14 is subject 
to the control of the Houses of Ihirliament. Sei'tion 14 lays down: “In 
'SO far as the (TOvernor-G(MieT‘a.l is by or under this Act re(|uir(Hl to ach in his 
discretion or to exercise his individual judgment, he shall be under the 
general control of, and comply with such particular directions, if any, as 

may from time to time be given to him by the Sei'retary of State 

Now, it is (piite evident that the Secretary of State is subject to the contrpl 
of Parliament. Therefore, Sir, my (umtention is that even in the case of 
Ordinances under section 89 there is provision for ultimate legislative 
scrutiny; only the legislative scrutiny is somewhat remote, for the scrutiny 
is hy the Parliament. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Why do you refer to section 89 when 
it is clear that the Ordinances were ])ronuilgated under section 88? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: That makes my ease even stronger. My 
contention is that even in the c.ase of Ordinances under section 89, the 
Governor is ultimately subject to the scrutiiiy of the Legislature. So far as 
section 88 is concerned, it is clearly laid down that it is only when the 
Legislafnp is not in session fhat Ordinances can he promulgated. When 
such Ordinances have been promulgaled, they shall have to be laid on the 
table of the Legislature on the very first day that the Legislature meets. 
In order to strengthen that point, I made a reference to section 89. So far 
as section 88 is concerned, in suh-section (i) it is laid down that the 
Ordinance shall lie presented to the Legislature on the first day when it 
meets. A definite procedure is laid down hy which the Legislature may 
express its opinion upon a pari.icular Ordinance. It is laid down that if a 
motion is moved the Legislative Assembly disapproving the Ordinance 
and thereafter if the Legislative Council agrees with the motion of the 
Legislative Assembly, the Ordinance shall cease to have any force. In case 
there is no such motion, the Ordinance will even then cease to be in force six 
weeks after the Legislature is summoned. My contention is that the way 
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in which the present Ordiiwmces have been prom ulga ted is an offence aprainst 
section 88, because they were promiilpated while the Lep’islatnre was i,n 
session, and so far as I remember, we have not had thcTii on tlie table of the 
Legislature. They have not been piesented U) the Legislature yet. The 
reason for this is obvious. It the Iltm'' iMinivSter tried to present it. a 
point of order would have been raised C.at the Legislature was not meeting 
on that day. The Legislature was in session and therefore in order to 
circumvent that point, the Ordinances were not presented to this llotise at 
all. Rut what is the result of thaty T|^e result is that even if this (^>uncil 
disappioves of the provisions of this Ordinance, it cannot express any opinion 
on that. Utider section 88, sub-rule {2), the initiative must conn' from the 
Legislative Assembly. It lays down: “An Ordinama* promulgateil under 
this section shall have the S4nne force and effect 'as an Ait -of the Provincial 
Legislature assented to by the (governor, but every such Ordinance — 

{a) shall be laid before the 1 i-ovincia) Legislature and shall cease to 
operate at the ex]uration of six wiadvs from the re-assemblv of 
the liCgislature, or if a res(dution disa])proving it is passed by 
the Legislative Assembly and agreed to by the liCgislative 
Council, if any, upon the ])assing of the re.solniion <n\ as the case 
may be, on the resolution being agreed to i)\ the Council 

The position is that since the Assembly is not in session, tlu' motion dis- 
approving the Ordinance cannot be moved there. If there was anything in 
this Ordinance to whicli we have any ol)jection, w(‘ would have no remedy. 
The power whicli is given to the Tjegislatnre to disapprove* of an Ordinancie 
by 41 jnotion moved first in the Legislative Assembly 4Uid hitei* on concurred 
to by tlie JjegisJative Council — that power is sought to be cuidaih'd by 
promulgating an Ordinance in 4i mianiu'r ^\bere no 4 iction can b(‘ t 4 iken by us. 
In the present circumstances, we cannot lake any step whatsoe\cr in regard 
to th(‘ Ordinance. 

J knou that some ]ioiioui'4ihle memlaus opposite or s-onu' llon’hle Ministers 
will say; that this Ordinance is on the s<nii(‘ line as the Rill whicli was jKissed 
in this Ifonse, Idiiit Rill could not he c.arried ihiougti in another place, 
and th(*reafter receive the 4isseut <)f the (Governor and become law. That is 
the reason why the Ordimuice has been promulgated. 

If that be the argument advanced by the Ooveriiment, I would tlirougli 
you, Sir, like to convey to llis Excellency that this is making an improper 
use of tlie provision for an Ordinance. The provision for legislation is 
clearly laid down that legisbition can be initiated in either of the two Houses. 
Legislation initiated and •*.. ccpted by one House, wall be sent to the other 
House as a Rill passed by that House. The other House wall then consider 
the Rill and if it agrees, it will thereafter be sent to the Oovernor for his 
assent. It wall then become an Act. It is a salutary method wliere the 
representatives of the people have an o])i)ortimity of disiaissing all the 
provisions of a Rill clause by clause, Tn tlie Ordinances under review, this 
salutary method is songlit to bo defeated and defeated in an underhand 
manner. When tlie Legislative Assemlily wms prorogtied, one of the argu- 
ments advanced was that there w'as no further legislative business to be 
transacted. Now these two Ordinanees prove that that statmiient vvjis not 
correct. Since the Legislature is summoned or jirorogued at the initiation 
of His Excellency the (jovernor under section 02 of the (government of India 
Act, tlie action of the Ministry made tlie Governor responsible for saying 
something or doing sometliing wdiicli i-s not correct. It has made the 
Governor make a statement or commit an action which is neither a statement 
of fact nor can be defended in any way under the existing law\ Therefore, 
there can be no doubt that the action of the Ministry in advising- the 
Governor to promulgate this Ordinance has been most ill-advised and most 
unfortunate. Sir, my submission to you is that you will point out to His 
Excellency when these proceeding's are forwarded, that by agreeing to the 
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promulgation of such an Ordinance after the Legislative Assembly had been 
prorogued on the ground that there was no further legislative business, His 
Excellency has been made a party in the political struggles of the different 
parties in this House. His Excellency is -sought to be dragged in the arena 
-of legislative struggles. It is an improper action on the part of the Ministry 
to advise His Excmlency in such a way. 1 tliink, Sir, that His Excellency 
has been most ill-advised by His Council of Ministers as well as by the 
■Secretarial staff which advises him. They have gone against the law, and 
•committed an outrage on the Constitution, because ''they have advised His 
Excellency to act in a way which is ultra vires of the Act. There have 
resulted two Ordinances which are void in fact and law. It can even be 
oontended that it has put His Excellency in a position where he can be 
regarded as a partisan in the -struggle of political parties. 

The Ministers were becoming nervous about their parliamentary jmsition. 
CVjntiniiation of the session was bound to throw them out of office. On any 
plea, they wanted an end of the session. They represented to the Governor 
that there was no further business before the Assembly. His Excellency 
prorogued the Assembly but in fact there was business which was pending 
and urgent. The Ministers advised the promulgation of Ordinances even 
though the Council was in session. Two Ordinances were promulgated and 
belied the former announcements that there was no further legislative 
business. I ask, Sir, it this is not attempting to drag the Governor into 
parly strife and trying to use his authority for parly purposes. 

Now this is most unfortunate, and therefore, Sir, I have through this 
Address wanted to draw the attention of His Excellency to the fact that 
the way in which section 88 has been abused is not only unjustifiable in 
law, but is liable to be (‘-onstrued as if he is a party to all these illegal 
acts and as if he is sheltering a Ministry which is otherwise afraid of facing 
the Legislature. That is a most unhappy imi)ression to be created in the 
public mind. Therefore, Sir, I have moved this motion under Rule 112. 
I trust that when the attention of His Excellency is drawn to the irregularity 
and illegality and one might almost say, the dishonesty involved in pronnih 
gating these two Ordinances, the Ordinan(*es would be forthwith cancelled. 
The Legislature inay then be summoned so that tlie normal 2)rocedure can be 
followed and these two Ordinances, instead of being Ordinances, can become 
ActrS of the Legislature. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that an Address be 
presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ bio 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council, drawing His Excellency’s 
attention to the fact that the Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatriation and 
Relief) Ordinance, 1944, and the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural Land 
^Temporary Provisions) Ordinance, 1944, were promulgated while the 
Bengal Legislative Council was in session. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, I want to move 
■an amendment 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But where is the notice of your ainend- 
inent? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, this is a special 
^notion of whic^ we have got notice about noon yesterday, and there is no 
provision in the rules 

Mf. DEPUTY* PRESIDENT: But you have not even supplied the 
Chair with a copy of your amendment. 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: 1 am ye.ry sorry, Sir. 

But there are only 9 or 10 words which I propose to add at the end of the 
motion. I propose to add the following words at the end of this motion : 
“and as such are vltra vires and void in 1 vv'”. These are the few words 
that I propose to add as an aiueudinent to this motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; According to the convention of this 
House, I cannot accept any short-notice amendment unless it is agreed 
unanimously hy this House 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, ^ have not seen 
any such convention in ao\ id’ i]»e juihli hcd reports of the proceedings^ 
nor have I seen any jule.-^ to Ihi'^ toiecr 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. Please take your seat. 

I disallow your amendment. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH; Yoi are perfectly 

welcome to do that, Sir. But T want to speak on this motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do so. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, this motion wants 
to draw the attention of His Pixcellency the (governor to the fact that 
the Ordinances referred to had been issued or promulgated at a time 
when the Legislature was in session. The obvious object of this is to point 
out tluit these Ordinances are illegal and vlfra r/rc.v. 1 would like to show 
that these two Ordinances are illegal and vJira nres on two main ground's. 
The first ground that I want to make out is that the Governor’s power to 
issue or 2 )romulgate an Ordinance is limited by section 88 of the Government 
of India Act, under wliicli boil] these Ordinances have been promulgated by 
one governing factor, namely, that 1h(^ Tjegislaiurc of the Province should 
be in session at the time. Since at the time when, tliese .Ordinances w'er© 
issued or promulgat(!d the Tiegislaiure was in session, obviously it was beyond 
the jurisdiction of the Governor to promulgate these Ordinances. The 
question is whether the Legislature was then really in session. As a matter 
of fact, at the lime when these two Ordinances were promulgated — I think 
it was on the 7th or 8th of Seotember — we were not actually meeting in 
this Hall but we were ar Leaily in session because this House was oalled to 
meet and actually met on the ’7th February and has been mfeeting from that 
date up to this day without any break; there have been occasional adjourn- 
ments it is true, but that does’ not affect the continuity of the session. If 
you will kindly refer to sub-clause (8) of rule* 1 of the Bengal Legisktive 
Council Procedure Eules made under sub-seclion (1) of section 84 of the 
Government of India Act, which has the force of law, you will find that 
a session means the whole period from the time when the Council meets, 
to the time when it is prorogued. Now it may be said that this is a 
definition given in the rules and not in ihe Act. In the Government of 
India Act itself there is no definition of “session” but the reasons are 
obvious — that it is so well-known a term in Paiiiaments^ry knguage that 
it does not require any definition. But if anylhing is necessary to enlighten 
us on the meaning of a term which we find in the statutory terms of an 
Act, I may refer to the fact that it is a settled law and upheld by the highest 
courts of law that if we do not find the meaning of a term in thb Act itself 
we can find a meaning of that term if it is defined in the rules made under that 
Act. And it may therefore be taken for granted — in view of the definition 
given in the Procedure Eules — that that was the meaning which this House 
wanted to put on that particular expression. Therefore, there is absolutely no 
• doubt that a session means the period from the date of the first meeting of 
217 
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the House till it is prorogued. As from the 7th of February up till now 
this House has not been prorogued, the Legislature must be deemed to be 
in session on the 7th September when these two Ordinances were issued. 
Therefore, it follows that the Governor had absolutely no jurisdiction to 
, issue any Ordinance at the time. The question that has been raised by ray 
hoiiourable friend Mr. llumayun Kabir about the motive of Government, 
because the Assembly is not in session and because of the two Acts covering 
the s;uue ground having been passed ])y this House, 1 submii, is entirely 
relevant. We miisi, look io llte Statuie land io ibe Statute alone and if 
under ilic Statute it is clear (ha I the jurisdrclion that has been invoked does 
not exist, I submit, that is the end of the ahair. The next point for 
consideratioTi is that tlie Ordinances under sectioii 88 are Oidinaiuats which 
were issiual not by the Governor in his discretion and not by the Governor 
with a view to perform such acts as he is reciuired by law to perform 
under tlie provisions of the Government of India Act ; but it is under 
clause { 1 ). These two Ordinances were issued under the advice of the 
Ministers. The distinction between Ordinances under' sections 88 and 89 
is well-known and clear. An Ordinance under clause { 1 ) of section 88 is 
issued under the advice of Minister; that is not Governor’s action in his 
discretion. But Ordinances under section 89 are issued by the Governor 
at his discretion. These two Ordinances were issued not under section 89 
but under section 88. It may be said that there is nothing in section 88 to 
indicate (hat it has to be issued on the advice of the Ministers. Now, if 
you will kindly refer to section 89, you will find 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will you please refer to that part of 
the section on which you base your argmments — that the Ordinances have 
been promulgated on the advice of the Ministers. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : I am trying to develop 
that point by a comparison between sections 88 and 89. In section 89 you 
will find it stated that if the Governor is satisfied that circumstances 
exist which render it necessary for him to take immediate action for the 
purpose of enabling him satisfactorily to discharge his functions in so far 
as he is by or under this Act required in the exercise thereof to acd in his 
discretion, or to exercise his individual judgment, he may promulgate such 
Ordinances as in his opinion the circumstances of the case require. There- 
fore, section 89 clearly covers the cases where the Governor is required to 
act in his discretion or to exercise his individual judgment, and if any 
other authority is required, I would refer the honourable members to the 
Parliamentary debates on this section 88— volume 299, I am sorry 1 can- 
not give the page number, but this point was discussed during the 
Parliamentary debates and it w^as clearly and specifically stated on that 
occasion that whereas Grdinahees under section 89 are issued by the Governor 
in the exercise of his own individual judgment. Ordinances under section 88 
are entirely issued on the advice of the Ministers. Now that being the 
position, Sir, I do not see how the Hon’dde Ministers could possibly advise 
H is Excellency to promulgate Ordinance under section 88 when this Bengal 
Council was in session and we are surprised to find the wording has been 
in .the notification ])rnmulgating the Ordinances, namely, “whereas the 
Bengal Provincial Legislature is not in session” 

* 

Ml*. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, before the House is adjourned, I 
would like to mentio one thing. I was directed by the Hon’ble the Presi- 
dent to mention it at the end of the meeting. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; I cannot allow this. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; I am tabling a short-notice question 
on this matter and I want Government to reply to this on the opening * 
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matter relates to a tele^am fr<Hii Mr. Kxiber Chandra Haider 
as follows: * ‘Myself Scheduled Caste CjmmiHsionci elected Chair- 

i]mn Jangipore Municipality. S. D ' k interfering with assumption of 
office siding with defeated MuhaniTnaJan candidate. Tlas removed minutes 
of election meeting illegally. HighhandeduesH pray immediate relief.” 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: llelore I adjoiiru the House, L have got 
to inform the House that the adjouniment motion tabled by ^Ir. JJanldin 
Chandra Mukher^jee will be taken up at 2 p.m. on the ‘2«‘lrd instant. The 
House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. on the 2*ird instant. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd October, 
1944. 
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Members Absent. 

The following: members were absent from the meeting held on the I3th 
October, 1944 ; — 

(1) Mr. K. B'aksh. 

(2) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(8) Mr. Mohanied Hossain. 

(9) Mr. H. Kabir. 

(10) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

(14) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(15) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(16) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944 — No. 88. 


The Council luet in the liOgislative Chamber of the lie^islative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 2drd October, lh4d, at 2 p.m,, being 4^he 
eighty-eightli day of the bhrst Session of lt)44, pursuant t/o section 62(2) («) 
of the Government of India Act, l!)4o. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad SiNcni Roy, k.cm.e.). was 
in the Chair. 

Condolence on the Hon’ble President’s bereavement. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, before we })roceed with tlie busin(‘ss of the llons(\ I slnnild like to 
express on behalf of myself and on behalf of the other hononrabh* members 
our deepest sori'ow at the most unex])ected and most smhhm death of your 
dear daughter, which melancholy event occurred yestiuday at about 1 ]).m. 
We understand the feelings of a father on such a ('alamity, e'^petdally wlu*n 
it occurs so suddenly for which we are not at all prepared. We can only 
pray to the Almighty to give you strength of mind to hear u]) tin* loss and 
like to c(»nvey through you the sympathy of this Ho\ise to Lady Singh Roy 
and other members of your family. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am de<^])ly grateful to tjie Ilon’blf the Leader of 
the House and to the honourable members for their kind sympathy in my 
great loss, I am really oviwwlielmed by the generous expressioii of your 
sentiments. It was a bolt from the blue to me as it was least, (‘Xj)ected. 
AV'eak and helpless as we are, we must bow down to the dispensation of the 
Providence and bear everything in patience. 1 thank you heartily. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, there was a pioniise on tlie part 
of the Li^ader of the House that my short-notice <iuestion with regard to 
the Howrah Municipality will be answered today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tjet the adjournment jiiotion be. taken u]) first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, the Chief 
Minister is prepared to a-’ ^wer tliat question tomorrow. Ho is unfortunately 
away today; but he has asked me to e.onvey to the House that he would be 
very glad to answer the question tomorrow. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sii 1 beg to move that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite mattei' of urgent 
imblic importance 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to submit that 
there can be no discussion on this motion. Tlie afljournment motion raises 
the question whether Government have any right to prevent the Calcutta 
Corporation from taking food-grains from ration shops for the purpose of 
inspection 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us hear the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy first, 
Mr. Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It so happens, Sir, that this 
matter is being tried in a co^rt of law. The Inspectors of the C'alcutta 
Corporation went to the Government Stores in the College Street Ma^et 
purchased or ati'empted to purchase food-grains from that store. The 
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Managers refused to supply them tlie food-grains and they are now being 
prosecuted before the Municipal Magistrate by the Calcutta Corporation. 
It has been filed before the Municipal Magistrate by the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, I understand, as a test case. Therefore, I submit that the matter is 
suh judice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But objection should have been taken before the 
motion was admitted 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am sorry that at that time 
this information was not available. As a matter of fact, the prosecution 
has been launched only this week 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Has summons been 
issued ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, summons has been 
issued and served — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But is it going to affect the subject-matter of 
this motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Absolutely, Sir. The only 
issue they raise is that Government officers have refused to supply food- 
grains to the Inspecting officers of the Calcutta Corporation and some 
Government officers are now being prosecuted 

Mr. H ARID AS MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. At th is stage 
when the moti^)!! has been admitted, can the Hon^ble the Civil Supplies 
Minister re-open the matter and ask for your orders to stop the discussion 
of the motion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is p(.s sible, though it is not done ordinarily. 
Suppose a motion is admitted and after lhat the matter is taken to the court, 
then certainly the matter becomes suh judice^ and it cannot be discussed 
here. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, according to the state- 
ment of the Hon’ble Minister, certain officers of the Government have been 
prosecuted long before this motion was admitted. Therefore, this motion 
cannot affect this question 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so. But if the matter is suh judice^ we can- 
not discuss it here. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But ihd question is: 
whether that can affect the present motion which I have moved. They 
may be prosecuted on some other grounds. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I submit that at any 
time^ even in the course of the debate, if it is brought to your notice that 
the matter is suh judice, it will be not only yrithin your rights and privileges 
but quite appropriate for you to stop the proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Minister, I do not think the matter can be discussed; but objection should 
have been taken before the motion was admitted. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But, Sir, we have not got 
anything beyond tne statement of the Hon’ble Civil Supplies Minister 
before us to show that the matter is suh judice. What is the matter that 
is suh judice? We want to have all this information. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We would like to have a disclosure of 
all the facts and figures in this case. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; My point is: thalt these 
honourable gentlemen who must have read the newspapers very carefully, 
must be aware of the fact that some officers of (government Stores are being 
prosecuted in the municipal courts. This i- iter has received wide publicity. 
All these have appeared in the new^spay' i.-. and 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: When vVe are discussing a 
matter with regard to which a motion has already been admitted under the 
rules 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion has been admitted, that is true; but 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Kindly allow me to finish 
before you stoj) me. What 1 say is: that the llun’ble (’ivil Supplies 
Minister is not entitled to say that the news relating to this prosecaition 
appeared in the pajiers ; my an.swei- to tlnit is (hat {xovernment was also 
similarly aware and all the honourable nnmibers ot this House were similarly 
atvare and therefore this objection should have been taken by (Jovernment 
at the stage when the motion was admitted. What lias hapiieiied since the 
admission of this motion to make it out of order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That d oes not juatter, because 1 Ihink that the 
moment it is brought to the notice of the ('hair that a matter is suh jutUee, 
the (Jhair is bouml to lake the fact into consideration. 

# 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : The point is: on what 
grounds has this prosecution been launched against the managej's of Govern- 
ment stores or ration shops — perhaps it may be umler tlie Defence of hidia 
Rules. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But the Hon’ble Minister lias assured the House 
that it is on the same issue as that which the adjournment motion seeks to 
discuss. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: That may not be correct, 
after all. And the question is: whether the pro.secution of these officers 
is not due to some acts which may have nothing to do with tln^ purpose of 
the adjournment motion. We do not know anything about the subject- 
matter of the prosecution referred to by the Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR! The Hon’ble Minister ouglit to have 
come prepared with full :ts. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The whole question is: 
whether under the rules of this House this motion can be ruled out of order 
merely on the statement of the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. We should not disbelieve the state- 
ment of an Hon’ble Minister. The adjournment motion runs thus:" That 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the situation that has arisen out of the action 
of the Government of Bengal in preventing the officers of the (Corporation 
of Calcutta from taking samples of food-stuifs from the ration shops under 
the provisions of the Calcutta Municipal Act and dealing with the samples 
under the provisions of [the said Act. 

' I hope the Hon’ble Minister makes the statement fully realising hia 
responsibility in tbe matter. If tbe same issues are going to be raised in 
this case, then this motion cannot obviously be discussed. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Then we i nslst on all 
the relevant papers being produced before the House. 
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Mr. eANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: What I submit for your 
consideration is this. The motion stands as follows: — 

in preventing the officers of the Corporation of Calcutta from 

taking samples of foodstuifs from the ration shoj^s under the provi- 
sions of the Calcutta Municipal Act 

This is nothing illegal and I do not understand how anybody can be 
prosecuted for acting in accordance with tlie provisions of the Act. So 
the j)rosecution has nothing to do with the matter and if I may refer you, 
Sir, to the various provisions of tlie Calcutta Municipal Act, you will find 
that various proceduies liave been jirescrihed for the drawing out of samples 
in order that the Health Officer of the Calcutta Corporation and the Sanitary 
Officers of the Corporation whose duty it is to see that the people of Cal- 
cutta are not supplied with unwholesome food 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All these provisions are known to ns, Mr. Miikherjee. 
What is your reply to the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy’s point? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; T am coming to that; but 
you have stopped me, before I could finish. What I say is this: Two 

members of the Corporation are being prosecuted by Covernment (Cries 

of “No, no”, quite the reverse): (The Hon’hle" Mr. H. S. Suiihawardy : 
The fact is that some managers of Government Ration Shops or Government 
Stores are being prosecuted by the Corporation.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ord er, order. In view of the clear statement of the 
Hon’ble Minister and in view of the fact that he speaks on full information 
and takes full responsibility for his statement, I hold that this motion can- 
not he discussed: 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: May I know whether 
[the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies has ])assed an order on the Govern- 
ment Store-keepers not to supply to the Calcutta Corporation with any 
sample of the foodgrains which they have stocked? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDV: That is the matter which 
is jadice. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: I want to know whether 
Government has passed any such order not to supply to the officers of the 
C’alcutta Corporation with the samples of foodgrains in their stock ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Government passed an 
order and that is tlie matter which is now sub judice. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, on a previous occa- 
sion on a similar motion the statement of the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawa^dy 
was not found to he correct; and so without the production of actual i)apers 
showing the actual points involved, we are not going to accept this state- 
ment in this Avay. Having regard to tliis previous experience. Sir, we hope 
you will certainly ask for better particulars. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that is a rather unprecedented attitude for 
you to take. When the Hon’ble Minister makes his statement — and I have 
stressed the point — I hope he does it by taking full responsibility. He is 
very sure about his facts. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: On the last occasion I 
insisted on the tex" being produced by the Hon’ble Minister. It was stated 
that his facts were correct but s^ihsequently it was found that they were 
not correct. 

Mr. PHESIDENT: I hope that there should be no more discussion 
about it. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: tietore disallowing my 
adjournment motion, will you please e.onsider one fact!' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I Lave already said that this naanol he considered. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHfeHJEE: If you have already ruled 
that out, 1 am reqiiestMig- \ou to recmisider that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: j>}ease do not pursue that point any more. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: With n ^mrd to your ruling. 
Sir, I am not ^oin^' to say anything; hut what 1 am suggesting* is this. I 
am entitled to say 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you have got any fiirtlier suhmission to make, 

I shall he very glad to meet you in m\ ehamhei* nluMc wo (‘an discuss that 
matt(‘r. The Hon'hh* Ministtu* takes full n^sjamsihility foi* his statmnent. 
So 1 accept it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 am not concerned with 
regard to the responsihilit,\ of the llon'hle ( nil Supplii's Ministm* and 1 
think that my talk with you in your cliamher will md i.ujirove lh(' situation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a ])oint <d jirivilege, Sir. Today I 
have received a leitm* from tin* Assistant S(‘(*r(dary of (he l{(‘ngal Legislative 
Council with regard to a short-noticc* qu(*stion telling me that if 1 t-an make 
myself r(*spansihle for the facts stat(‘d thert'in, this may h(* accepted. My 
jioint is that when(‘V(‘r a. nn*mh(‘r puts a (luestion- - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. M azumdar, this is not a ]ioiiit of [irivih^gi*. 
Please I'esume your seat. You gave notice of a short-nol ici* (jueslion: has 
that been disallowed ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am it'ading that h*tter, Sir. “I am 
directed to inform you that you hav(‘ not madi* \oui's(‘H l•(^sponsihle for the 
accuracy of the statement nnnh* in your (|uestiou No. ddl of tin* (Uirrent 
session (cojiy enclosed ) and, as such, it cannot la* consideT‘(‘d foi' admission. 
I am to enquire therefore* if you acce])t the ri‘sponsihilit;\ for thes(‘ state- 
ments.” As soon as 1 ])ut a (piestion, 1 take the resjionsihili t \ , otherwise 
a memher does not table any (question and w’aste his valuable time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In tl lat (‘onnection, T will refer you to the rules 
which distinctly lay down that “if it contains a stat(om‘nt,, the memb(*r ask- 
ing it must make himself responsible for the accuracy of tin* stat(‘ment”. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAirUMDAR: As soon as T put a question, 1 take the 
entire res])onsibility. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th is is a matter which should not be discussed in 
this House. The time of the House is valuable. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My ti me is also no less valualde. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: May I rise on a point of 
privilege, SirF I understand that under rule Tti of the Jlengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Kules a copy of the Agricultural Income-tax Bill, as 
passed by the Assembly, shall be laid on the table. I like b) see the original 
Bill. The Secretary possibly has objection and he cannot allow me to see 
.that. That, Sir, is a serious question of privilege. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill was laid on the Table. Members are not 
entitled to look at the files of the Department. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Ni i at the file, Sir; hut 
we want to look at the original Bill from which the printing vas made. 
The rule says that when a Bill originating in the Asiseinhly has been passed 
by the Assembly and is sent to the Council, copies of the Bill shall be laid 
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on the Table and made available for the use of members at the next follow- 
ing meeting of the Council or as soon as possible thereafter. Copies of the 
Bill as passed by the Assembly are sent to this House which are now under 
consideration. 1 want to see those things because it is stated that there 
is a printing mistake. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to see that particular copy, I am sure, 
Secretary will be glad to show it to you. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I want to see it just now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please come here and see. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of privilege, Sir. I address- 
ed a letter to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly through you, enquir- 
ing about a certain matter. I wanted to know from him, Sir, whether tlie 
word “guardian” was actually ])a,ssed by the Assembly or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the point is iliis that the Chair cannot 
agree to act as a channel of communication between the indiviilual members 
of this House and the S])eaker of the oilier House. It has never been the 
practice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is exactly the point of privilege: 
there should be a cliannel through whiidi the (diair can send a requisition 
or a request to the Speaker and that channel, Sir, should he the President 
of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the members of this House have no 
privilege to addres,s Mr. Sjieaker of the other House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not even when an occasion arises? 
However, Sir, my purpose would be served if you would allow me to see 
the Bill. 


ThQ Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Clause 66, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause G5 stand part of the Bill. Mr. Ainulyadhone 
Roy. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 see clause (>5 does not 
contain any correction 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. T have already called upon 
Mr. Ainulyadhone Roy to move his amendment. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I say that without 
discussing whether the question of allowing correction is admissible or not, 
how can we proceed with the discussion on this clause? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, I understand that point has already 
been disposed of by the Deputy President. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: But, Sir, I find that the 
Bill which is required to be laid on the Table under rule 70, and which has 
been circulated has not been corrected. We are concerned only with the 
Bill as laid on the Table. So, I say that unless the Bill is corrected, we 
cannot proceed with the discussion of this clause. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The correction has not been made by us. The 
correction has already been made by the Hon’ble Mr. vSpeaker. I under- 
stand that he corrected it and merely communicated the fact to us. So, we 
have got to proceed on the basis of the corrected Bill. 



1944.] 


AGRICULTT'EAL INCOME-TAX BILL. 


1949 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. On a point of privilej^e. Sir. The 
Speaker cannot correct anything^ in the copie, of the Bill which have already 
been circulated to tlie members and v*'- ;u which amendments have been 
(tabled. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I understand that iliat point was raised 
and was disposed of by the Deputy President. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it lias l^een disposed of. Mr. Naj^endra Nath 
Moliohuiabisli said on that occasion “Sir, you have slated c<*rtain facta 
w^hich are already known lo us. The lion’ hie the Speaktu' of the Asstmibly 
has sent a communication t*) us. Thi> fact is known to us. That is muther 
any order nor a decision. What J want to know is wludlu'r in tlu' circum- 
stances tliere can be any (‘ommuni(*ation of Ihis nailin'. “ And tlie Deputy 
President said, “My answer is in the affirmative. I havu' already stated 
that.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Bui, Sir, when* i: .the decision P 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, iiie Deputy President 
did not give any ruling as on that oi'casion this quesiion did not arise. It 
has arisen now. I want to know what is tin* etfi'ct of ihai communication 
on the Bill and on the amendments to clause 05. (Vriainly, we are entitled 
to speak on this matter now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I rejieat that ])oint has alit'ady been disposi*d of by 
the Deputy President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it your reading of the eirmimstance'S 
that the Deputy Pi'i'sideut has dis])os(*d of tlu* matter ? I think the ]Mnnt is 
to decide wdietlier that communication has any etVi'id, on tlu* originally 
authenticated Bill which was sent, to this House and a. eerilfi(*d eojiy nf 
which was cii'culated to the memb(*rs. That is a different, ]U)int. Thai 
was not decided. The only thing was that a eommunii*ation was made. 
But what that communication meant was not clear — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That communication means that tin* collection has 
already been made. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; So far as we are con- 
cerned, the Speaker of the As«f*mbly is a stranger 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ohakraverti, all these points have already been 
disposed of by tbe Deputy President. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Tlu* cmly point that has been disposed 
of by tbe Deputy President is that a communication was made 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, it concerns not only 
the Opposition but the whole House and it, concerns you primarily. Please 
look at the text of the communication. It is absolutely clear there that 
Mr. Ali Afzal sent the communication as a sort of order of the Speaker. 
What does Mr. Ali Afzal mean hy sending such a (’communication? It was, 
as if the Speaker was passing an order upon you to do certain things, and 
our Secretary sent a copy theieof to us. What right the Secretary has to 
send a circular letter like that? It is clearly a breach of the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ohakraverti, all these points were disposed of 
by the Deputy President. I find that ho held that such a comniunicaition 
could be sent by the Hon’hle Mr. Speaker, and .he Deputy President 
definitely stated that on that basis he assumed that tlie Bill had already 
been corrected and he allowed time to honourable members to put in fresh 
amendments. So in that view of the matter, I do not think it is open to 
,ine any more io re-open the matter. 
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Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I again tell you that 
the Deputy President did not give any decision, and nor did we ask for any 
such decision. This is wholly illegal. The communication sent by the 
Hon’ble vSpeaker has no loru.'f standi so far as this Bill ip concerned. This 
point you have got to consider. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : 1 am afraid, we have fully considered the point. 

I find that all these points were raised in the statement made by the Hon’ble 
the Jjeader of the Opposition on the fpll()wing da\ . The Depuiy President 
disposed of all the ])oinis. He said lhat the Speaker was perfectly entitled 
to send such a c'oinmunieation : he accepted it and on that basis he asked for 
fresh ainendnients. There is nothing left for me to do. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: The Deputy President 
was inclined to o'iv(‘ such a decision, although we did not ask from him any 
ruling. He could not give any ruling. After the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion made his statement we said that we were not asking for any ruling 
whatsoever, be(*ause it was not a matter for ruling. In this House we 
cannot even refer to the proceedings of the other House, and no member of 
the otlier House can even be ])resent here exc-ept the Minis! ers under the 
special provisions of the (Jovernnient of India Act. So, how can the 
Hon’ble S])eaker of the other House have anything to say in the matter 
afler he has once sent the Bill !o iliis House — that is the matter for your 
consideration. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I think, Sir, we cannot go behind the decision of Iliis House. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH ; But no decision has yet 
been takcm or any ruling given. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

One word, vSir. The licader of the (.)i)j)()sition made a statement and 
Hon’ble the Chief Minisim* gave a reply and both ihese were heard in this 
House. The decision of the Depuiy President who was in ihe Chair that 
day was that the circulalion of the communication received froju the other 
House was all right. If aJiy honourable member wanted to put in any new 
amendment, he could do so. That was the decision taken after hearing 
both the parties. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, the decision does not relate to that. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I do not think the (piestion can be re-opened. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; After hearing all sides, 
the De})u!y Ihesident gave no decision whaiev('r. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May I enquire if the Bill has now been 
actually corrected by ihe ijisertion of the word “No” I submit that 
physical and actual coiTection is necessary, and if so, who has made that 
correction*:' Mere pious wish will not do; actual correction has got to be 
shown . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: vSir, you have read out Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad’s remark and over and above that you have also read 
out the remark of tlie De])uty President who was then in the Chair. The 
remark of the Denuty President was to the effect: “the answer is in the 
aflSramative” ; that is to say, that the Hon’ble Speaker could send a com- 
munication like that. But our contention is as to what effect that com- 
munication has had upon the printed copies of tlu' Bill which were circulated 
to us under the provisions of rule 76 and upon which we sent in our notices 
of amendments. That is the only point which is to be decided now by you, 
namely, as to what effect that , communication from the Speaker has had 
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won the printed copies of the Bill which was originally circulated to us. 
No decision was given by the Deputy President on that point. The words 
are there and you are not to curtail and take, away the rights of the House. 
The words are there and there is nothing tliem upon which you can take 
away the just rights of the members of ^his House. The clear meaning of 
those words is that one honourable member was making an enqiiiry and 
the Deputy President’s answer w'as in the affirmative. The enquiry now 
being made by us is : what effect that communication has had upon the 
printed copies of the Bill. Nowhere in that day’s proceedings has it been 
stated that that communication has supplanted copies of the Bill that were 
circulated to us 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I understand that the 
corrected clause has been circulated to bonoutable members and amend- 
ments have been invited. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: That may be, but we have refused to 
take cognisance of that correction, 

Tha Hon’bte Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

You had protested that you did not want to take cognisance of that; but 
the decision of the Deputy President was that in spite of your objections 
he would proceed with the clause as corrected. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; This point was raised by Khan Bahadur Naziruddin 
Ahmad. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Now the w'hole thing is before you and 
the question is: whether you are prepared to take away the riglits and 
privileges of the House to put in amendments on the printed copies of the 
Bill as it was circulated to us under the provisions of ruh* 7(); and what 
effect the communication received from the Secretary to the otlier House 
has on those printed copies. This is a point which is very serious; for 
that means whether you are prepared to curtail the rights and privileges of 
this House simply because like a Hip Van Winkle some gentleman belong- 
ing to Government benches was sleeping and just at the nick of time he 
rose up to have the discussion stopped 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, 1 have tried to follow your argument and 
have also read as carefully as 1 could the statement made by various mem- 
bers on this point and subsequently by the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
Opposition on the following day. I find that this matter was really consider- 
ed and disposed of. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On which line of the statements do you 
rely, Sir, for this interpretation? Before you take away our just rights, 
will you kindly say on which line you rely for this decision? I may read 
out to you 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you take your seat please, Mr. Das? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: L et me read some portion of that day’s proceedings. 
Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad said; “That after passing through 
certain amendments whether this is the proper time to receive such a circular 
letter. In fact, we have got a Bill and we cannot proceed behind that Bill 
and we cannot go into the proceedings of another place. The question 
might lead to some constitutional difficulty. If that question is reserved 
for consideration till that time, I do not want to raise it now”. Jn reply 
to that Mr. Deputy President said ''As we have not yet reached clause 05, 
I think this can be done. There will be no irregulari+y in the matter.’ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is a simple thing. It means that 
this matter will be considered when section 65 will be considered. Kinaly 
read that again, Sir. It means that he has left it open. 

*219 ' 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, before the Hon’ble 

Finance Minister speaks, I want to say that so far as the Bill that is there, 
there is no correction as suggested, and under rule 76 we are to consider 
the Bill as it is on the Table. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That point was considered. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; How can that be, Sir? It 
was not known tiiat this Bill had then been e.orrected. The present point 
that I have raiseil is that there is no correction up-till-now in the Bill which 
is laid on the Table. This may be recorded. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; 1 understand that it is a 
copy of the Bill which is laid on the Table and the original Bill has been 
corrected. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: We are not concerned with 
what Bill is lying with the Speaker nor with the corrections therein. We 
are concerned under rule <6 with the Bill that is laid on the Table. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All these points were mentioned in the statement 
made by the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; There was no such mention. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: The Hon’ble Speaker 
of the Assembly is bound to transmit to this House the Bill as it was passed 
by the Assembly. If at a subsequent stage the Speaker finds that there 
is a slight mistake in the printed copy of the Bill as passed by the Assembly, 
it was his clear duty to communicate the fact of the printing mistake to 
this House. I can understand that there would have been some difficulty 
if we had disposed of clause 65 before the communication of the Speaker 
came to us, but we had not yet reached clause 65. There are precedents in 
ithe annals of the British Parliament where even at the last moment correc- 
tions have been received by one House from another, so that the proper 
Bill, as passed by one House, may be considered by the other House. Now, 
since clause 65 had not been reached in this House, it was within the power 
of the President to admit a correction. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How could the Speaker know that we 
have not reached clause 65? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, there were enough discussions about this 
and I think that there should be a finality now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I request you, Sir, to read again the 
portion you have read now. It means that there was no decision with 
respect lo that point. Mr. Deputy President said that time for it will come 
when you reach section 65. Therefore, Sir, I request you again to read 
carefully what you have already stated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have understood your point but there is another 
fitatenient of the Deputy ]h*esident wdiere he said ‘^my answer is in the affir- 
mative. I have already stated that.'’ 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, I want to say 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already heard you. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Sir, I was not allowed 
to develop my argument that day. You have heard the argument of the 
Hon’ble Minister but you have not heard our arguments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that is correct. I have been hearing 
the Oppositior for the last half a.n hour. 
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Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Flu point is: whether 
that message has the effect of correcting this Bill? What is the legal posi- 
tion and 'what is the power of the Speaker on that point? You have not 
-allowed us to argue these points. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is rhis. This point whieh was raised by 
Ehan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad was tinali> disposed of by tlio Deputy 
President in my absence. In answer to tlie (piestion that “that is neither 
any order nor a decision. What I want to know is wliether in the ( ircum- 
stnnces there can be any communication of this nature”, the Deputy Presi- 
dent said “my answer is in the affirmative. 1 liave already stated that.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is neither a decision nor any tiling 
of the sort. What effect has that communication left upon the copies of 
the Bill already circulated? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot go on discussing it. ! find very dearly 
that the matter was considered by the Deputy President and he disjiosed 
of that point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can he dispose of claiisi^ (id before 
it was reachml? Certain discussions took place between the Deputy 
President and the memhers of tjiis House. Sir, don't you realise tlie point 
that the matter has not bt'on decided at all? Now is the tinu'- to decide 
what would be the effect of that communication. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Deputy Presi dent said tliat such communica- 
tion could be received ; and the communieation that was received stated 
that the mistake has been corrected by the Hon’ble Mr. Speaker. Now', if 
you receive that communication you certainly have to go by the corrected 
Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before clause (id is takim u]i, there 
cannot be any decision. Now, that clause has been takmi up, it is your 
boundeu duty to give the decision on this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the Leader of the Opposition discussed 
this question very tlioi’diighly in his statement. Ho did not wait for the 
reaching of clause Gd. So, the matter was considered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the T^eader of the Opposition was 
emphatic in his statement that the Speaker had no right to issue a com- 
munication like that. The Leader of the Opposition did not rise on a point 
of order that it would -quire any ruling from the Chair. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may we suggest that as 
the decision has already been given, the amendments may he taken up one 
by one. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, ma> J make a sub- 
mission ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have read the proceedings of that date and 1 fliink 
fthe matter has been decided. I will now take up the amendments. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Why, Sir? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: As the corrected Bill is not before the 
House, we cannot take part in its third reading; anii as a protest against 
your decision. Sir, with regard to the important point raised by the 
Opposition, we walk out of the House. 

Clause 65, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 05 
stand part of the Bill. 

{The motion was agreed to.) 
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Title and Preamble, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (question before the House is: that Title and 
Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Sir, there are amendments 
standing in my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you did not rise. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I must be called by you first, 
before I rise. The practice is that you call me first. You did not call me. 

The Hon’hle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the Bill, as settled by the Council, be passed. 

Sir, in the absence of so many members of the Opposition, I do not wish 
to speak at great length. It is unfortunate that the Opposition, though 
not as a whole but a vast majority, decided not to take part in this after- 
noon’s proceedings. This is most unfortunate. Of course, it has given 
the House an opportunity to pass the Bill in peace. I do realise that in 
this Province taxation of agricultural income is almost a revolutionary 
thing; but it is not so very revolutionary.' After all, it is one of the 
recognised sources of public revenue, and whatever hardships it may inflict 
on a certain class of people, T think it will be generally accepted that there 
was a serious omission in the taxation law of this province that agricultural 
income had so far been exempt from taxation. 1 vshall refer to one objec- 
tion which was raised by the Opposition in the earlier stages of the dis- 
cussion, on behalf principally of agricultural interests. It seemed to be 
the desire of certain members belonging to the Opposition that we should 
ear-mark the proceeds of the agricultural income-tax solely for the purpose 
of agricultural improvement in this province. These honourable gentlemen 
derived support for their proposition from the recommendation of the Floud 
Commission. 1 wish to tell the House or rather to remind the House that 
when the Floud Commission wrote out their report, agriculture was a starv- 
ing department in this province. Since then, greater attention has been 
paid to agriculture and this year’s expenses on account of the improvement’ 
of agriculture will be many times more than anything that»^ we may expect 
from Agricultural Income-tax when this Bill is passed. The Hon’blo 
the Leader of tin* House who is also the Minister tor Agriculture has told 
the honourable members times without numbe]’ how* many projects he has 
in liand. These projects will take a long time to mature and for years to 
coine the Government of Bengal will be spending enormous sums of money 
on agricultural improvement. I do not wish to repeat that it would not 
be right to ear-mark the proceeds of any tax for any particular purpose. 
I have spoken at some length on the subject at an earlier stage of the dis- 
cussion on this Bill. I would now request the honourable members to be 
good enough to pass the Bill as it has been settled in the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-Tax Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Kh&n Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I rise most unexpectedly 
to support this motion for the passing of the Bill. The attitude which I 
have taken in regard to this Bill should be clearly appreciated. I have on 
more than one i-casion in the course of discussion on this Bill and also on 
previous occasions spoken in support of the principle of an agricultural 
income-tax. It was first recommended by the Indian Taxation Enquiry 
Committee. It has also been recommended by text-book writers like 
Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerjee in his book ‘‘Land problems of Bengal” and 
also by the Floud Commission. The amendments which I had the misfor- 
tune of moving in this House were mostly of a drafting character. They 
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wexib calculated and intended solely to improve the text of the Bill except 
in one case, namely, in the case of clause 49, in respect of which I had a 
fundamental objection. The Bill on the whole i® calculated to serve useful 
purpose. The agricultural income was iiev''- subjected to any tax except 
for a brief period during the early sixties .i the last century, when an 
attempt to tax all the agricultural inconie or rather the zemindari income 
was opposed by the zemindars on tlie ground that such tax would be against 
the principles of the rcrmanenl Settlement. Tliere was some amount of 
controversy and .Government, not mily gave away for the time being the 
right' to tax zemindari income but all agricultural incomes. The matter 
was again raised before the Privy Council in the year 1934. There the 
point was discussed and it was held that zemindari income wa.s liable to be 
taxed. Then came the Government of India Act which actually provided 
that agricultural income may be taxed and power was given to the provinces. 
Now, Sir, the principle underlying this tax may be justified <from another 
point of view. We find that all incomes of the world, including even the 
illegal incomes, are liable to be taxed. There is no coiu'civable income 
Mliich can escape taxation; and the fact that so long agricultural income 
was not subject to any tax was an anomaly. Now, Sir, agimoiltnral income 
sliould b(’ taxed lik(' all other inconu's. If iiu'OTne-tax is u good thing, it is 
good also for agricnliural income. If agricultural income-tax is a bad thing 
then the Agricultural Income-Tax Act its<df would lx* had also. But 1 
submit that all incomes should be subjected to tax. So every person having 
a decent income should volunteer or rather be comiielled to volunteer and 
should contribute a part of bis income. In the circumstances, the principle 
is well established. 

Certain objections which I have raised witli n'gnrd to tb(‘ r-ontext of tli(‘ 
Bill may be broadly considered. I Imve also suggested certain amendments 
I'Cgarding eoneessions. They are, I belit've, mostly of a neeessary character 
and may perhajis be relevant in the interpretation of the Ael. 

As regards punctuation, T may say wh<*r(‘ it has been introdneed formally 
in the Bill it is better to regard it as necessary and my submission to the 
Hon’ble Minister would be to approacli the Secretary of th(^ Asstunbly who 
has the power to make minor changes in punctuation, for considering certain 
amendments regarding punctuation; if be thinks they may be accepted 
without the necessity of calling the other House to consider them, be should 
be asked to do the needful. 

Then coming to clause 49, my objection was of a fundamental clmraeter. 
That objection was not based on racial or class distinction. Tt is dependent 
upon the fundamental qu<^r,tion. Bengal has no right to tax income in 
England but England In^s the right to tax income received in Bengal. 
There is no reciprocity between Bengal and the Provinces, betwe^en Btmgal 
and the Indian States and the Dominions, etc., with regard to tax. I have 
attempted to show that if Bengal is asked merely to contribute towards the 
tax, it would be a one-sided affair. I have also shown that if Bengal do not 
insert a provision like clause 49, then the United Kingdom will refund the 
balance left on them to the tax payer, so that the tax payers in any case 
would be fully relieved. I also submitted and still submit that it is a ques- 
tion between the two Exchequers and the tax payers should consider this 
matter. In the circumstances, 1 should ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill to carefully consider this provision in the Bill and see whether 
they are not certain aspects of the amendment which should not be passed 
unnoticed. 

The unusual delay which took place to consider the amenrlraent'^ in the 
House is due to fundamental facts. The facts are that some of th(‘ anieiid- 
ments are known to have been accepted by the legislative r)('])aHment. 
In fact, Government also tabled certain amendments through Mr. Meshali- 
iiddin Ahmed and Mr. Biren Roy. So it was known, of course uiiomcially, 
that certain amendments would be accepted. The Hon’ble Minister spoke 
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very frankly tliat he was conscious of the fact that there were certain defects 
that require chang“e in the Bill. He said that for certain reasons he was 
not in a position to accept them but the ostensible object for not allowing 
them to be moved was the prevention of delay. But unfortunately in the 
circumstances it has led to the only thing which was attempted to be pre- 
vented by the Hon’ble Minister. At any rate, when the Hon’ble Minister 
admitted that there were certain defects in the Bill which require amend- 
ments, the movers of the amendments were justified on that' ground. I 
should therefore on this last occasion request the Hon'ble Minister to care- 
fully consider the amendments. They are weighty amendments suworted 
by weighty reasons. Although for certain well-known reasons the Hon'ble 
Minister was not in a position to accept them, he has however promised, 
and 1 believe frankly pT-omisod, to consider those amendments at a very 
early date. I am sure he will find some of them at least to be ve^ useful. 
They have Jbeen dis(*ussed tlireadljare and there would be no difficulty in 
finding oui which amendments would be good. Tn the circumstances, he 
should make a list of amendments and introduce a Bill as quickly as possible 
to correct the detects. There an' many defects in the Bill and the Govern- 
ment experts know them and there will be no difficulty in submitting an 
amending Bill. 

With these few words, 1/ support the third reading of the Bill. My 
objection was generally with regard to the drafting oi the Bill, and in the 
case of clause 49, with regard to the principle involved in it. I find the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill did not make any specific reply on 
this point, I do not blame him. 1 raise certain questions w'hich were 
neither raised in another place nor in the Select Committee or by any other 
member in this House. I believe they were absolutely new points and I 
admire the Hon’ble Minister for not replying to those of my constitutional 
questions, I can only hope that they would be considered later on and if 
possible might be accepted. 

With these few words, Sir, I sii])port tlie third reading of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday, the 24th October, 
1944. 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
Octobei, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

(4) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C, T3atta. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(8) Mr. Mohammed Hossain. 

(9) Mr. H. Kabir. 

(10) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(11) Mr. N. N. Mookerjea. 

(12) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(13) Dr. K. S. T^ay. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

(15) Dr. K. Talukdur. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944— No. tf. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Tjegislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 24th October, 1M4, at 2 p.m. being the 
eighty-ninth day of the First Session of 1944, pursuant to section ()2(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the flon’ble Sir Buoy Pimsau Singh Roy, k.c.t.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA 8 s On a matter of information, Sir. The 
other day when the Deputy President was in the Chair there was an adjourn- 
ment motion standing in my name which related to the banning of Durga 
Pujah at Sandwip in the district of Noakhali. In that connection, I was 
given to understand by the Leader of the House that 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Will you please raise the qiieslion after the ques- 
tions are over? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. 

Bhatpara Municipality. 

258. Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAIN (on behalf of Mr. K. C. Roy Chow, 
dhury): Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and 
Local Self-Government Department be pleuscul to stale — 

(a) wdiether it is a fact that the Bhat])ara Municipality was s\ii)ei>eded 

for one year only in 1942; 

(b) whether it is a fact that in response to the motions in the Bengal 

Legislative Assembly, the Government agreed to withdraw the 
supersession order in 1943; 

(c) when the Govcrrment v:ill order general election ; 

(d) wdiether it is a la(‘4 that the expenditure during 4be jxuiod of su])cr- 

session has exceeded normal ex])enses; 

(e) w'hat new construction of jjublic works, such as drains, roads, hustec 

improvements, has been executed by the Executive Ollicer since 
his appointment; and 

(/) if it is a fact that the old staff of the municipality has been replaced 
by a new staff recruited from Boljmr and Krishnagar; if so, on 
what grounds? 

Mr. K, C. ROY CHOWDHURX 9 Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(h) No : my predecessor in office in the late Government gave an assur- 
ance on the Ist April, 1942, in the Bengal Legislative Assembly that elec- 
tions would be held as soon as preparation of fresh electoral rolls and the 
rules governing elections would allow, but took no action to implement this 
assurance. 

(c) As soon as conditions permit. 

(d) ^ Yes : on account of payments of arrear bills, dearness allowances and 
provision of rations and execution of A.R.P. and Civil Defence measures. 
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(e) A statement is laid on the Table. 

/ {f) No : some staff became superannuated, some were dismissed fo 
inefficiency and others voluntarily resigned. A statement showing the horn 
districts of those recruited to fill the vacancies is laid on the Table. 1 
considerable reorganisation of the staff was imperative in order to improv 
the administration. 

Statement referred to in reply to clcmse (e) of question No, 258. 

1. Roads, — {%) The new Chord Road diversion. 

(ii) Kankinara Level Crossing. 

(m) Improvement of Tindal Road. 

2. Drains . — Drains in hustee lane No. 6, Kankinara. 

^ 3. Bustee improvement. — (i) Bustee No. 6, Kankinara has been improv 
ed by construction of a park for ladies. 

{ii) Re-excavatin of an insanitary tank in hustee lanes Nos. 19' and 20. 

{Hi) Construction of a playground. 

{iv) Improvement of Lichu Bagan hustee is now in j^rogress. 

(-r) Construction of a new sweej^ers’ quarters on municipal land near the 
new Chord Road. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (/) of question No. 258. 


Name. 


Post. 

Home distric 

Tincori CJhosal 


Collecting Sircar 

. . . 24-Parganas. 

Debidas Hanerji 


Ditto 

. . Ditto. 

Jagobandhu Bhattacharyya 


I>itto 

Potto. 

Surendra Mohan Mukherjee 


. Bailiff 

. . Hooghly. 

Madhu Sudan Muklicrjee 


. (derk 

. . 124-Pargana8. 

Saroj K. Bhattaeherjee 


Despatcher 

Ditto. 

Kshetraiiath Nath 


. Typist 

. . Jfitto. 

Nerode Behari Maitro 


. Accountant 

Pabna. 

Santimoy Mukherjee 


. License OlTicer 

Nadia. 

Rameah Chandra Noogy 


Assessment Inspector . . 

Dbacca, 

Sailendronaih Das Cupta 


A.ssistant Health Officer 

. . Ditto. 

Susil Kumar Sen Gupta . . 


, Overseer 

Barisal. 

Ramendro Sundar MazUmdar 

# 


Assistant Superintendent, Pumping Rajshahi. 
Station. ' 

Satya Dulal Mazumdar 


Dresser 

Birbhum. 

Basanto K. Dey 


Clerk 

24-Parganas. 

Subidh Ch. Dey 


Health Assistant 

. . Hooghly. 

Amal Kumar Basu 


. Clerk 

24-Parganas. 

Dr. A. K. Banurjee 


Assistant Medical Officer 

. . Khulna. 

Dr. H. Baisya 


Sanitary Inspector ✓ . . 

. . Dacca. 

Baikunthonath Bhattacharyya 


Health Assistant 

. . 24-Parganas. 

Mrs. Labonyaprova Basu . . 


. Female Vaccinator 

. . Calcutta. 

Mrs. Sarojoo Sen 


Nurse, Maternity Centre 

Nadia. 

Haradhan Haider 


Dairy Clerk 

24-Parganas. 

Nripendra K. Bhattacharyya 


Male Nurse 

. . Dacca. 

Kanai Lai Sarkar 


. Shop Keeper No. I 

. . 24-Parganas. 

Dinesh Ch. Das 


Shop Keeper No. 11 

. . Dacca. 

Radhaprosad *Roy 


Lorry Driver 

. . Arrah. 

Adhar Ch. Maiti 


Head Malee 

. . Cuttack. 

Anil K. Basu 


. C. D. Clerk 

Calcutta. 

Sew Balak Singh 


Teacher . f 

. . Monghyr. 

Brajokissore Singh 

' 

. Ditto 

. . Behar. 
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Administration of the Howrah Municipality. 

283. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUICHERJEE; Will the Hon’ible 
Minister in char^^^e of the Public H'a th and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state 

(a) whether he lias considered the question of appointing a suitable 
officer to enquire into the administration of the Howrah Munici- 
pality and into the allegations made against the Executive 
Authority of that Municipality; 

(h) what procedtire is projKised to be followed in such enquiry and if 
the Commissioners and the rate-payers of me Howrah Munici- 
pality would be allowed to give evidence before such enquiry ; 

(c) whether the papers of the Howrah Municipality would be made 

available to the Commissioners of the Howrah Municipality that 
might be referred to during the enquiry; 

(d) if the witnesses to be used on behalf of any party during the empiiry 

would be allowed to be cross-examined by Ihe oilier iiarty ; and 

(c) whether he would consider the desirability of taking sieps for 
recognising ihe ^Inquiring Officer so appointed as an Arbitrator 
\nider the Indian Arbitration Act? 

>Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi Jalaiuddin Ahmad), (a) Yes: order has issued; a copy of the 
Press-Note and the resolution of (joveininent setting u]) llie ('oniniittee of 
Enquiry are ]»laced on the Table. 'This emiuiry will deal with allegations 
against Mr. Ihiiri personally. The gemual enquiry into the utVairs of the 
IIowTah Municipaliiy will he held later. 

(h) and (r) Th(‘ (\)nimitt<*e of Eiiquiiy has been instructed t-o issue notice 
on tile ex-(’iia,iinian , Adce-i 'hail man and ( 'oniniissiomus of tlu' Al un icipa lity 
and to hold a full ami expiMlitious eiM|uiry. Any jiapeih ndevant to the 
enquiry will jjrcsuniahly lx* produced, il re(iuir(‘d by the JOiKiuiiiiig dudgcs. 
(d) Idle jirocedure w'ilJ lx* al the (l!S(‘retion of tin En([uiilng dudges. 

(c) It is not ajijireeiated how the Arbitration Act has any application to 
the enquiry in question. 

Statcnieiifs referred to in replij to (jiiestion No. 2(>J. 

G / vEPNMENT OF BENGAL. 

n OME I )ePAJ{TMENT . 

^ Appointment. 

Calcutta, the JeSth Auf/ust, 1044. 

Press-note. 

1. Ill pursuance of the undertaking given by the lion Tile Chief Alinister 
in the liegislature, and at the express request of the Hon’ble Mr. ]T P. Ihiin 
himself, Government have ajipointed Mr. K. C. Das Gupta, i.c.s., District 
Judge, 24-Pargana.8, and Air. A. F. AI. llahmun, i.e.s., First Ijand Acqui- 
sition Collector, Calcutta, to hold a joint enquiry into the following allega- 
tions against Mr. Pain personally w'hen holding the office of rdiairnian of 
the IlowTah Alunicipality : — 

(1) that when Chairman of ihe Howrah Municipality he had absorbed 
about 4 bighas of Aluiiicipal land into his own land at Nandy 
Bagan’ within the jurisdiction of the Municipality and that no 
enquiry was made in spite of the Government Auditor’s report. 
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(2) (a) that, illegally, he split up estimates with the object of placing 

contracts for less than Rs. 500 each; 

(b) that for a room costructed for his use in the Munidipal building 

involving an expenditure of Rs. 3,000, he split up estimates for 
floor, roof and walls, and placed separate contracts with separate 
contractors for roof, floor and walls without calling for tenders 
and without sanction of the Commissioners; 

(c) that a lakh of rupees was thus spent by him ; 

(3) that illegally he created posts and made appointments, and that in 

spite of Resolutions passed by the Commissioners, he ordered 
salaries to be paid to such persons. 

2. The enquiring officers have been directed to start and conclude their 
work expeditiously; and to issue notice of the enquiry on the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, Commissioners and officers of the Howrah Municipality. 

3. The investigation i)romi8ed by the Hon’ble Chief Minister into the 
general administration of the Howrah Municipality, which is likely to take 
some time, will be the subject of a separate inquiry. 

aOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Home Department. 

Apporntmejit. 

No. 44iaA. 

Calcutta y the 9th Septcm^hery 1944. 

Resolution. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council debate of the 28th July, 1944, on the 
administration of the Howrah Municipality, the Iloii’ble Chief Minister 
gave an undertaking that Government would have an enquiry made by a 
high and responsible judicdal officer into the allegations that had been made 
against the executive authorities of the llowrali Municipality. In pursu- 
ance of that undertaking, Government have now appointed Mr. K. C. Das 
Gupta, I.C.S., District Judge, 24-Parganas (President), and Mr. A. F. M. 
Rahman, i.c.s., First Land Acquisition Collector, Calcutta (Member), to 
constitute a Committee of Enquiry. The terms of refereiu'e have already 
been published in a Press-Note. Government have directed the Committee 
to issue notice of the en(piiry on the former Chainnan, Vice-Chairman, 
Commissioners and Officers of the Howrah Municipality, in order that 
material witness may be available for the ])uri)OHe of the enquiry-, and To 
start and conclude its work expeditiously. 

Order. 

That a copy of the above Resolution be communicated to Mr. K. C. Das 
Gupta, I.c.s. , and Mr. A. F. M. Rahman, i.c.s., for information. 

(Sd.) A. deC. Williams, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the result of the enquiry? 

Mr. C.. liOY CHOWDHURY: There is another question pending 
on the same matter. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he considers the desirability of withdrawing the 
supersession order of the Howrah Municipality? 
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Mr« K. Cl ROY CHOWDHURYs I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the hononmble member be pleased to 
state the date when that particular answer prepared — I mean the answer 

which^ was read out here today. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May T through you, Sir, enquire of the 
honourable member who has just now spoken whether or not he was reading' 
from an undated and unauthenticated paper? 

Mr, K, C. ROY CHOWHURY: T hav(‘ nol got the file with me at 
present. So I cannot give you the date otV-liand. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the lion ble Ministtu 
be pleased to state whether the lin])erial Bank has refused b) honour 
cheques of the TTowrah Municipality until the s\i]H*rsessi(ni order is with- 
drawn ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 1 have no information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR : W*i]l the lion ’ble Minister be ]»1 eased to 
state whether the (Mujuiry (‘oinmittee to which referema' was made has not 
already been a])poiuted? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The answers indicate that the com- 
mittee has been appointed. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: ill the ITon’ble Minister be })leased to 

tell us whether the committee has already held ite enquiry? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Yes. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether that committee has already submitted its re})ort? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Eabir, if you want to put more supplementary 
questions on the subject, you can do so after you have heard the Chief 
Minister’s statement on the subject. 

t 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir. 

Howrah Municipality. 

264. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(а) if it is a fact that an enquiry into the affairs of the Howrah Muni- 

cipality has been promised by the Government on the 26th 
July, 1944, when the adjournment motion regarding the situa- 
tion created by the judgment of the HoiCble the High Court 
was being discussed in the Bengal Legislative Council ; 

(б) if it is a fact that the Government contemplate appointing 

'Mr. Jnanankur De, i.c.s., as the Enquiry Officer, who was the 
District Judge at Howrah, for a considerable period where 
Mr. Pain used to practise ; and 

(c) whether in view of the strong public opinion the Government con- 
sider the desirability of issuing orders for an open judicial 
enquiry at an early date; if not, why nov? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. The Hon’ble Chief Minister gave 



an undertaking in the Council debate of that date for an enquiry by a high 
judicial officer into the affairs of the municipality during the past few years, 
and into the allegations against its executive officers. 

(b) No. 

(c) Xes : order has issued ; the^ honourable member is referred to the 
statements referred to in reply to question No. 263. This enquiry will deal 
with allegations against Mr. Pain personally. The general enquiry into 
the affairs of Howrah Municipality will be held later. 

Arrost of Babu Ananda Prasad Chowdhury. 

2G9. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that Babu Ananda Prasad Chowdhury, B.sc., was 

arrested at Contai (district Midnapore) ; 

(b) if so, under what provisions of the law was he arrested ; 

(c) if he had been informed of the charges against him and if he has 

had an opportunity of meeting those charges; 

(d) what is the condition of his health at present; ^ 

(e) whether he is seriously ill, and i*s suffering from heart disease; 

(/) if the Hon’ble Minister will consider the desirability of allowing 
a private doctor to examine him in Calcutta and bring him 
down here for the purj^ose ; ^ 

(ff) if he was taken to the Midnapore Jail and is still there ; and 

(h) if not, where he is at present and whether his relations will be 
allowed to see him? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes, in the Contai subdivision. 

(6) Rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules. 

(c) No. 

(d) Good. 

(c) and (/) Do not arise. 

(//) and (h) The prisoner was not originally sent to the Midnapore 
Central Jail. He was in the custody of the Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police, Intelligence Branch, Bengal, until recently and has since been 
transferred to the Midnapore Central Jail. His relatives may see him as 
permitted by rules. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
why this prisoner has not been -informed of the chargCvS against him and 
why is it that he has not been given an opportunity to meet those charges? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Action has been taken under 
the Defence of India Rules and all their provisions are being complied 
with. 

Wr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please stat-e 
if it is not a fact that it is now obligatory on the Government to inform 
the detenus of the charges against them and whether it is also not a fact 
that the detenu in question has not been informed of the charges against 
him ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated that 
the provisions of the law have been carried out in this case. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does the Hon’ble Minister then mean 
to say this this detenu was informed of the charges against him? I want 
a direct answer to this question, Sir. * 
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Thc^ Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have uothing further 
to add. 

Mfa LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is 1 fact that the prisoner has not 
been informed of the charges against 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already told the 
House that the provisions of the law have been carried out in this case. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would beg of you to ask the 
Hon’ble the Chief ijfinister whether he will give a direct answer to this 
direct question? After the Defence of India Rules wv.e framed, certain 
further rules were promulgated to the effect that detenus would be informed 
of the charges against them : and my question is wdiether under this later 
Ordinance of the Government of India the present detenu w'as informed of 
the charges against him and given an opportunity to meet those charges: 
this is my direct question. The Hon’ble Minister can reply — yes, or no. 

Tbe Han’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answ'er is in the affir- 
mative as regards the carrying out of the rules and regulations; and action 
as provided under the Defence of India Rules has Inaui taken. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: According to tlie Defence of India 
Rules, the prisoner w'as arrested but subsequently a rule w^as issued that 
all detenus were to be informed of the charges against them : has that 
been done? ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answ'er is in the affir- 
mative in that respect. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did the detenu give an answ^er to those 
charges ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister state the 
date wdien the charges were communicated to the detenu? 

The Hofi’bir Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister state the 
date Avhen the charges .^ere communicated to the detenu? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I want notice. • 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister please state why in answer to (c) of the question he states 
“No” when his present statement is that the prisoner has been informed of 
the charges? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All that depends on the 
language used. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the i^eply that was given by the detenu to the charges against 
him has been considered by Government? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I hav already asked for 
notice in regard to the qu^tion as to whether any reply has been sent by 
him or not. But I may again state here and make it absolutely clear that 
if a reply has been sent, it must have certainly been considered. 
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Pabna Satsang^ 

270. Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charg'e of the Home Departipent be pleased to s,tate — 

(a) if he is aware that regular and persistent acts of hooliganism are 

being perpetrated by unknown persons against the members of 
Pabna Satsang, a humanitarian and religious Association of 
Pabna, in course of the last few months resulting in some 
deaths ; 

(b) if the reply is in the affirmative, what steps the Government have 

taken up to date to successf ally investigate’ into the matter so 
that the culprits are arrested and brought to book; 

(c) if the Government propose to appoint efficient C. I. H. Officer or 

Officers to dete(fi the criminals without further loss of time; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) No. 

(h) to (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: AVilf the Ilon/ble Minister be pleased 
to state if they have received a long memorial in this respect from the Pabna 
Satsang ? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDII^: I ask for notice. 

Grievances of the people of Chittagong. 

271. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that he was pleased to receive a deputation 

headed by Mr. Atul Chandra Datta and Shaikh Rafiuddin Ahmed 
Siddique at Chittagong during his recent visit to Chittagong; 

(б) whether it is a fact that the above deputation submitted’ a memo- 

randum to him containing some pressing grievances of the 
people of Chittagong; and 

(c) if so, what are those grievances and what steps have been taken by 
him to remedy those grievances? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) No formal deputation was received; but 
there was informal discussion with Mr. Atul Chandra Datta, Shaikh Rafi- 
uddin Ahmed Siddique and others during my visit to Chittagong in the last 
^ week of Au^riist, 1944. 

(b) A note was submitted covering some of the subjects discussed. 

(c) The grievances related to pro])]ems arising out of requisitioning of 
immovable qiroperties under the Defence “of India Rules, and administra- 
tion of relief measures. These W(*re discussed wuth the local officers la lei' 
on and suitable directions rvere given, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate 
what were the specific grievances regarding tlie requisition of immovable 
properties under the Defence of India Rules? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Compensation has 
been given to those persons whose properties have been requisitioned. 

Use of non-standard weights. 

272. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will ihe Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased 
io state what steps the Government have taken or are proposing to take in 
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order to stop fraudulent transaction Iby means of variation of bazar weights 
used in different markets and different shop^ in the whole of Bengal, and 
specially within the limits of the Corporation of Calcutta? 

(h) Do Government propose to iik'-n the use of non-siundard weights a 
cognisable offence so that matters n. .y be reported to the police autliorities 
and the latter may have right of arresting persons and prosecuting them as 
Crown cases? If not, why not? 

(c) Are Government aware that in i)rivate markets, the j)ublic who use 
such markets are often cheated by^the use of false bazar weights and mea- 
sures, and by the use of fa\ilty scales in such markets? Is he aware tliat 
if this is brouglit to the knowledge of jn-oprietors of such markets, no steps 
are taken? 

(d) Are Government avaie that even when complaints are made by the 
public to the Market Officer or t(» ilie pro])rietors, no action is taken to stop 
such fraudulent transaction by the vshops under the control of the proprie- 
tors of such markets? 

(e) Do the Government propose to stop such fraudulent transaction from 
all such private markets? If not, why not? 

Mr. K. C. ROY OHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 
Shahabuddin): (a) and (h) It has been decided by Government to initiate 
provincial legislation with a view to giving effect to tlu' Slandards of 
Weight Act, 19d9, enacted by the Central Government; and for this pur- 
pose an Expert Committee has been set u]) to advise Government on the 
manner of giving effect to the Central Act in Bengal. The Committee’s 
report is expected very shortly and legislation will be undtodaken in the 
light of its recommendations. 

(c) and (J) I have no definite information. 

(c) Covered by my reply to (a) and (h) above. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government will make necessary enquiries in the matter? 

Mr. K. C, ROY OHOWDHURY: Any gh iring case of clieating regard- 
ing false weights might be brought to the notice of the police who will act 
in the matter. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the llon’ble Minister be jdeased to 
state whether it is a cognisable offence or non-cognisable offence ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY OHOWDHURY: The usual procedure will follow. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when this expert committee was a])])oink‘d? 

Mr. K. 0. ROY OHOWDHURY: I have no information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the TTon’bl(‘, Minister be pleased to v 
state when the report is ex])ected or has it already been submitted? 

Mr. K. 0. ROY OHOWDHURY: I have no information yet. 

Appointment of Mr. Kovacs. 

273. --Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY OHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon ble Miriister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that a gentleman of ffiingarian origin, named 
Kovacs, has been appointed in the Department of Industries; 

(h) if so, when he has been employed there, and in what capacity; 

(c) what are his previous experiences ; 
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{d) what is his present salary and the period of service here; and 

{e) whether the post now filled up by him was advertised and whether 
, any suitable Beng*ali candidate was available or not? 

CHOWDHURY (an behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 
ShahablldClin): Mr. Kovacs has hitherto been employed in the War 
Supplies Section under Mr. Mitter, the Director of Industries, Beng’al, who 
was then functioning* as Agent to the Central Government in the matter of 
war supplies and was solely responsible to that Government in this respect. 
The War Supplies Section has since been. taken over by the Central Govern- 
ment under their direct control. Both in his previous appointment under 
the Agent of the Central Government as well as in his present appointment 
Mr. Kovacs is treated as an officer of the Central Government. I do not 
po^P^tent to answer the question which relates to a matter 
of administration for which I am not responsible. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact that 
Mr. Kovacs draws salary from the Bengal Government? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is his present salary? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I want notice. The file is not with 

me. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, he asks for notice; but you will find 
that in paragraph (d) of th-e question Mr. Kovaci’ salary had been asked 
for. So, the notice was already given when the question was given notice 
of. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I draw your atten- 
tion and the attention of the honourable member that the reply clearly 
states that this Government accepts no responsibility for it, because it is 
primarily the concem of the Government of India. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Kovacs might be an officer of the 
Government of India, but be may draw his salary from here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Government of Bengal is not responsible 
for this, I do not think the supplementary question is relevant. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Kovacs might be an officer of the 
Central Government but it may be that the Bengal Government pays his 
salary. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I think the answer already given is 
quite clear. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I do not ask under which Government 
/ he is working; I only want to know his present salary. 

Mr. K. C> ROY CHOWDHURY: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The question is very specific, namely, 
whether he draws any salary from the Bengal Government and what is his 
salary. 

Mr. K. C> ROY CHOWDHURY: I think the answer is quite conclu- 
sive. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been said in the reply that ‘T do not there- 
fore feel competent to answer the question which relates to a matter of 
administration for which I am not reponsible’h So, there cannot be any 
question over this. 
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lifi HUMAYUN KABIR: Therefore, we ask the supplementary ques- 
whether he draws any salary from the Bengal Government or 
wnetner he is in any way subordinate to this Government. 

■R ^**1 If I had /n that this does not concern the 

-bengal Government, I would not hi.'e allowed the question. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is Mr. Kovacs solely under the Central 
I ovemment or is he partially under this Government P 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: All these things are in the answer. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Parliamentary Secretary is 
replying to the question in the ])resence of the ChitT Minister and if the 
Parliamentary Seci-etary is not in possession of full facts, let the Chief 
Minister answer this question. You should see, Sir, that we get answer to 
this question. 


Tho Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
In view if the answer that it is not the res))onsibility of the Provincial 
Government, I think no question ('an arise out of it. 1 submit most 
respectfully to you that in view of the answer given, these supplementary 
questions cannot arise out of this question. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have already said, had I known that this 
officer is under the Government of India and not under the Government of 
Bengal, I would not have admitted this questitm. 


Complaints against the Nursing Superintendent of the Campbell Medical 

School and Hospital. 

274. Mr. KADER BAKSH: Will the Honnde Minister in ('barge of 
ithe Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be ])leased to 
state — 

(of) whether Miss Timers is the Nursing Lady Su])erintendent in the 
Campbell Mc'dical School Hospital; if so, how long she has been 
in that post; 

(b) whether she is under the control of the Superintendent of the 

Campbell Medical School Hospital ; 

(c) whether she assaulted Tanthri Dai on the 10th So])tember, 1940; 

(d) whether she was convicted hy a Police Magistrate on the 15th 

December, 1040, under section 020 of the Inclian Penal Code an(l 
fined ; 

(c) if so, wdietlier any departmental action was taken against her; if 
not, why not; 

(/) what are the causes that led to the strike by the nurses of the 
Campbell Medical School Hospital; 

(ff) whether the Lady Superintendent had a hand in the matter; 

(h) whether the female nursing students were recruited in February, 
1944, in the Campbell Medical School Hospital; 

0) if so, how many were recruited; 

0) whether any advertisement w^as given for such recruitment; if not, 
why not; 

(^*) whether no recruits have been taken either from the Hindu or the 
Moslem community ; 

(?) if so, what were the reasons for refusing to take any such nursing 
V Undents from the Hindu and Moslem communities; 

(m) whether Miss Timers, the Nursing Lady Superintendent, refused 
to give permission to two Moslem nurses to say their Id prayer; 
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(n) whether they were dismissed for going to say their prayer that day^ 

(o) whether two Hindu nurses were dismissed for going to attend their 

festival ; and 

(p) if so, whether any stei)8 have been taken to allow Moslem and 

Hindu nurses to attend their congregational prayer? 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Miss Timmins, and not Miss 
Timers, was the Nursing Superintendent of the Campbell Medical School 
and Hospital from 1st July, 194d, to dlst July, 1944. 

(h) Yes. she was under the control of the Superintendent, Campbell 
Hospital, during the period of hei- employment. 

(c) Such was the al legal ion of Tanthri Dai in her complaint before the 
court. 


(d) Yes. 

(e) No departmental action was taken on the conviction because the 
question of Motion again si conviction on her representation was under 
examination by Legal Remembrancer. She was, however, discharged from 
service later on. 


(/)> (d)) 0^^) ^ Memo. No. 4899-ARP, dated the IGth September, 

1948, was sent from the Chief Medical Officer, A. R. P., in the office of the 
Surgeon-General, Bengal, to the Superintendent of the Campbell Hospital, to 
the elfect that the duty roster of the A.R.P. nursing stafP may be so arranged 
to allow them to enjoy two days’ holiday to the Hindu nurses and two days’ 
holiday to the Moslem nurses during tlie period of their religious festivals. 
It was later found that owing to the Campbell Hospital being very full of 
sick destitutes it would not be possible to give all the male nurses two days’ 
holiday. Consequently, an Express Memo. No. 5 152- ARP, dated the 
29th September, 1948, was sent to the Superintendent as follows : “Please 
treat this office circular No. 4899'-ARP, dated the IGth September, 1948, 
as cancelled. A.R.P. nurses in the Hospital, Hindus and Moslems, may 
kindly be allowed to enjoy a day’s or half a day’s holiday by rotation during 
the ensuing Id and Puja holidays.” The male nurses were given a morn- 
ing off to allow them to say then* prayers but were put on duty during the 
afternoon. The Moslem male nurst's, however, did not attend hospital for 
two days; some of them stayed away longer than two days. On the 5th or 
6th October, it was learned that all the male nurses — Hindus and Moslems 
• — hud gone on strike on the following grounds: — 

(1) They stated that the Lady Superintendent had curtailed their 

holidays which had been allow’ed to them by the Chief Medical 
’ Officer, A. R. P. 

(2) They stated that 2 Moslem female nurses on the temporary staff 

of the hospital were dismissed because they had asked for two 

days’ leave for the festival which had not been given. 

(3) The male nurses complained generally of unsympathetic treatment 

towards them by the Lady Superintendent. 


The 2 Moslem female nurvses referred to had applied for two days’ leave 
on tile 1st and 2nd Oct(d)er to attend the Id, but in pursuance of the order 
mentioned above from the Chief Medical Officer’s office, they w-ere granted 
only one day’s leave. They nevertheless stayed away from duty for two days 
and, in consequence, they w^ere dismissed by the Lady Superintendent whose 
order of dismissal was confirmed by the Superintendent of the Hospital. 

(k), (li) and (lx) No female nursing students were recruited in February, 
1944. Thirty students have so far been recruited, out of which 12 were 
recruited in January, 1944, and the rest in April, 1944, and lEthe subse- 
quent months. Ffteen, 2 and 1 recruits belong to Caste Hindus, Scheduled 
Castes and Muslims, respectively. 
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, (j) For the first 12 appointments no advertisement was issued as candi- 

dates were selected by the Lady Superintendent from among girls who had 
applied to her direction The Superi^jtcndent of the Hospital, however, 
considered that an advertisement sh^n a be issued in respect of the remain- 
ing appointments. This was done Jii ^Ist February, 1944, and the subse- 
quent appointments were made by the Superintendent in consultation w'ith 
with I>ady Superintendent. 

(Z) Does not arise. 

(o) The 2 Hindu nurses referred to were not dismissed. One of them 
resigned because she had apjdied for leave on account of her husband’s 
illness which it was not found possible to grant h. . The second Hindu 
nurse resigned on the 8th Aiigust, 194H; the exact grounds of her resigna- 
tion were not stated in her letter. 

(p) Moslem and Hindu nurses are always allowed time to say their 
prayers and attend festival as far as this is ])ossil)le, iaki’ig into considera- 
tion the amount of work which there is in tlie hosi)iiiil at the time, the 
principle observed being that the first duty of nurses is to attend the sick and 
they can only be given leave when that primary du!y can be satisfactorily 
arranged for. 

Dearness allowance for the employees in district boards. 

275. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will Ihe Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Public. Health and Local S^df-dovernnuMit Dej^artmeui be 
pleased to state whether higher ])ay and dearness allowance and su])j)ly of 
cliea]) foodgn'ains have been sanctioned for eni])loy<‘es in essential services 
in district boards and rnufassal njunicij)alitiesi^ 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): A statennoit furnishing the information is 
laid on the Table. 


State menl referred to in re/dy to question- Ao. 27d. 

The ein])loyees of the (hiittagT»ng, Darjecding and Khulna Muni(d])ali- 
ties and of the Bhat])ara Pum]>ing Station have so far been declared by 
Government to be in essemtial service. 

Chittoqony M 7n\icij>ahty . — (1) Chittagong Emergency Allowance has 
been granted to all municipal employees excepting the Municipal Engineer, 
the Health Officer, the Waterworks Su])erintendent and the sweepers. 

(2) The pay of t c? sw^eepers of the municipality has been enhanced at 
varying rates from Rs. 2 to Rs. 5 per mensem. 

(8) Waterworks engine room staff, road coolies and conservancy sweepers 
are supplied foodgrains at a concession rate. 

Darjeeling M unieipality . — The municipal employees are being granted 
dearness allowance from 1942-44. 

Khulna ]\f uncipality . — The municipal employees are being paid dear- 
ness and grain compensation allowance with effect from 1944-44. 

Bhatpara Municipality . — The municipal employees have been g^etting 
foodgrains from the municipality at cheap rates. Moreover, some of them 
have been given a special increment of pay at the rate of Re. 1 each per 
mensem with effect from the 1st August, 1942, 

Government have also issued a general order granting fiiu ncial assistance 
to all the district boards and inunici])a1ities in order to enable lhem to ])ay 
dearness allowance to every member of the (‘.onservancy and waterworks 
establishment of the municipalities and of the Health Department of the 
District Boards drawing pay of less than Rs. 45 per mensem and to the 
District Board Sanitary Inspectors drawing pay at Rs. 100 or less ])er 
mensem. 
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Supersession of the Bhatpara Municipality^ . 

276« Mr* LATAFAT HOSSAINs W^ill tlie Hon’ble Minister in ckar^e 

of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 

Btate 

{a) when the period of supersession of the Bhatpara Municipality in 
the district of 24 -rargana 8 will expire; 

(h) whether the Government are goin^ to revoke the supersession order 
early and place the municipality in the hands of the commis- 
sioners ; 

(c) if so, whether the municipality will be placed in the hands of 

elected or nominated commissioners; 

(d) whether the local authorities have already sent a list of names for 

the purpose of nomination; 

(e) if so, what are the names on that list ; 

(/) if any nominated board is under the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment; if so, what will be tlie number of commissioners and w^hat 
will be the basis of nomination ; and 

(g) if any elected board is under contemplation; if so, when that elec- 
tion will be held and when the electoral roll is going to be 
prepared ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) On the list March, 1945. 

{})) and (d) Yes. 

(c) In the hands of nominated comniissioners. 

{e) 1 regret that the names cannot now be disclosed. 

(/) Yes; tlie number of commissioners will be 19 and they will be 
appointed with a view to securing ]n-(»p(‘r re])reseiitation of each ward and 
of the sjiecial interests in the municipality. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wdiy it is proposed to hand over the municipality to nominated Com- 
missioners without holding a general election? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, the Parliamentary 
Secretary is finding it difficult to answer the question, and I w^ould suggest 
that as lie is a novice, lie should be given some time for training before ho 
is allowed to answer questions. 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: What is the question, please? Will 
the honourable member kindly repeat? 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, my question is this: Why is it that 
the Government have decided to hand over this municipality to nominated 
Commissioners instead of holding a general election? 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: Because the election would not 
work well. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: ^ W^ill the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether this answer that election would not work well represents his 
personal view or it is the point of view of the Government on whose behalf 
he is replying? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Any reply that a Parliamentary 
Secretary gives should be taken as representing the Government’s view-point 
unless he specifically mentions that it is his personal view. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Then, will the Hon’hle the Home Minister 
please state whether the policy of the pres^'ot Government is not to face a 
general election because it does not ihem? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: No. 

Education of Muslims. 

277. Mauivi MD. HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware that a resolution was ag^'oed to by this House 
on the 6th November, 1942, urging upon the Government of 
Bengal to take all possible measures for rapid spread of educa- 
tion of all sorts amongst the Muslim population of Bengal, and 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, the then Education 
Minister, gave definite assurances to make a minute study of the 
recommendations of the Momen Committee and the Madrasah 
Committee and bring before the (iovcrnment a comprehensive 
scheme for the improvement of the Muslim education in Bengal; 

{,b<) whether the ITon’ble Khan Bahadur did aclxially prepare such a 
scheme; and 

(c) whether the Government are eonsidtuing the desirability of giving 
effect to the resolution of this House and redcnmiing the assur- 
ances given by the then Kdm-ation Minister 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN 
(on behalf of the Minister in charge of the Education Department): 

vSir, 1 may say that tlie printed answer has sinc<‘ Ixmmj reviscnl and I slu)uld, 
tlierefore, like to read the r(*vi,Ned answer, whicli is as follows: — 

(ff) Yes. 

(,/>) Yo. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to the statcnnent read out by 
me on the 28th Se])tember, ]9dd. A comj)rebei!si\e s< luMj\e of edncation 
calculated to benefit all classes including Mussalnians is being considered 
by the Posl-AVar Kdiicaiion Sub-Commillee and the question of Madrasab 
edm'ation in particular is being (mnsidered by that Sub-committee. 


Dearness allowance to Teachers. 

278. Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Edueation Department be pleased to state if it is a 
fact that the Government of Bengal have piepared a scheme, estimated to 
cost about Rs. 50 lakhs for granting dearness allowance to the teachers of 
the non-Government schools in the Province? 

(l^) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(^) the present position of tlic scheme; 

(ii) w^hen the scheme will come into operation; and 

(ni) the steps hitherto taken by the Government in this regard? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes, the estimated cost will 
be about Rs. 57,00,000. 

(>1/) (i) The amount has already been placed rt the disposal of the 
controlling authorities for distribution. 

(it) It is in operation. 

(in) All necessary action has been taken. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Will the Hon’ble Minister please state who 
are the controlling authorities for the purpose of distribution of this grant? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HaSAIN: I 

think the Director and the Inspectors of Schools. i 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With reference to (^), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state if the scheme is in operation, and if so, what amounts 
have been already disbursed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: 

The amount has already been placed at the disiwsal of the controlling 
authorities for distribution. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the distribution would be made to the teachers 
of tols and muJctahs as well? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN; 

Sir, I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will tlie Don’ble ^Minister be pleased to 
state when actually disbursements were made to the controlling authorities? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H08SAIN: 

I think just after the orders were passed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when actually disbursements were made to the teachers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: 

That I have already answered. As regards the date, I cannot say without 
fresh notice. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: W^ill the Ilon’ble Minisier 
consider the desirability of extending this relief to teachers of tols and 
rmikfabs if they have already been excluded? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN H08SAIN: 

Sir, I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister please undertake 
to see that the scheme is actually concluded within this financial year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadtir SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

Certainly. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to indic.ate the manner dn which it will be distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN; 

The policy has already been laid down by Government and it has been 
published. Government have sanctioned Rs. 3 for every primary school 
teacher and Rs. 5 for every middle and high school teacher. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, it is stated in the answer 
that all necessary action has been taken. Sir, I want to know what are 
these necessary actions? 


The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYID MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN: 

Funds have been placed and necessary instructions have been given. 


Death from starvation in Brahmanbaria. 


279. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the PuWic Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to a statement issued 
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by the Leader of the Lucknow Scjiiad of the Ben^:?:al Me<Iical Relief Co- 
ordination Committee, appeariuo: in the local dailies of the 3rd June, 1944, 
that in Kaitolla, a fillaoe in Brahmanbari- subdivision of the district of 
Tipyera, 2,000 persons out of a total population of 5,000 Jied of starvation, 
smallpox, cholera and malaria P 

(»6) Is it a fact th‘>t malaria is ru^^ing in that urea in an epidemic forniH 

(c) Is it a fact that there is shortage of (juinine and that more quinine 
is urgently needed there !*^ 

(d) What steps have the (fovernmeiit taken or intend to take to meet the 
situation? Do the Government propose to vseiid immediately more quinine 
there ? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (o) Yc'^. The moriality figure whiidi 

appeared in the news])apers is highly exaggerated. Out of a total popula- 
tion of 4,300 in the village 202 persons died during 1043 and 07 up to June, 
1944. Two hundred and t wejity-s(‘\(Mi out of the total number of deaths 
was due to malaria and^ malnuti-it ion in 1043 and 02 in 1044. l)(‘aths due 
to starvation were not se])arately recorded as there is no (^olumn in the 
Death Registei' for recording such deaths 

(i6) Yes. 

(c) and (d) During tlH‘ ])(‘riod from Ajiril to July, 1044, 2,170 Ihs. of 
quinine and cinchona, 1,2()5,000 mcpacrinc tablets and 7,0,20 (juinine 
ampoules were despatclu'd to 34pp(‘ra district. Since then further supplies 
were made by air on the following dates us requisitioned hy the Civil 
Surgeon, Tippera : — 


Date. 

Quinine aiid 

Cinchona. 

Mepaerino 

tablets'^. 


Ibrt. 


1«-S-1944 

8U0 

750,000 

17-8-11)44 

Nil 

571), 000 

25-8-1944 

l.ouu 

4,874,000 


279. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir,t the Ilon’ble Minister for 
Local Self-Government is liere. lie can give us tlie jileasure of hearing 
him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If he N\ants to get hio question answered by 
Parliamentary Seci et r , , he can dr> so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Government please state 
whether they will arrange a column in the Death Register for the purpose 
of rec'.ording deaths due to starvation? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: That will he (onsidered. 

Faridpur District Food Conference. 

280. Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Will the Ilon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Deiiartment be pleased to slate — 

(a) it he is aware that the Faridpur District Food Conference announc- 
ed to be held under the Presidentship of Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hiiq 
on the 28th July, 1944, was stopped by iha police under orders 
of the senior Deputy Magistrate; 

(h) if ho is aware that the alleged ground for the order of the said 
Deputy Magistrate was disturoance by a handful of persons pro- 
fessing to b‘ members and supporters of the Muslim League; 
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(c) if lie is aware that the number of said members and supporters of 

the Muslim League was less than thirty; 

(d) if he is aware that over four thousand peasants had come to attend 

the Conference to listen to the speeches of Mr. Fazlul Huq and 
other prominent leaders ; 

(e) if he is aware that the said supporters and members of the Muslim 

League attempted to cause a disturbance at the very commence- 
ment of the meeting and were driven by the audience out of 
the meeting ground; 

(f) if he is aware that no order for the dispersal of the meeting was 

made by the Deputy Magistrate, when the said supporters and 
members of the J^ieague were driven out : 

(</) if he is aware that after being driven out of the meeting, the said 
members and supporters oi the League soon after returned to 
meeting with reinforc^ement headed by one Abdus Salam 
Klian, Secretary of the District Muslim League, with shouts 
and slogans intendf-^ to disturb and disrupt the meeting; 

(//) uliy the said Abdus Salani Khan and his followers were allowed 
by the police to come back to the meeting shouting such slogans 
and threatening to break the meeting-; 

H) if he is aware that the said Abdus Salam Khan and his followers 
were again driven out of the meeting by the members of the 
audience ; 

O’) if he is aware that on being driven out a second time, the said 
members and supporters of the Muslim T.eague resorted to the 
throwing of brickbats and other missiles; 

(k) if he IS aware that these missiles were thrown from the road 
adjoining the meeting ground in spite of the presence of a laro-e 
number of police; and ^ 

(/) what are the reasons for the failure of Ihe police to apprehend or 
drive away the mis(*reants who were throwing brickbats and 
other missiles? 


ihJ!'"' •^hwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (.,) No ban was placed on 

the meeting'. Ibe Ueput.v Magistrate was i'om])elled to disperse it after 
some time owing to uncontrollable rowdyism. 

(h) to (1) As criminal cases have now been instituted by both sides these 
questions are suh-puhrc and 1 can give no information with regard to’ them 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Will the Ilon’ble Mmisler b^e pleased to 
state whether these ( uses have not now been withdrawTi? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, no. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; J am .oming from that nlace 
and I am under the impression that they are still there. ^ 


Damociar river. 

281 . Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMOAR: Will the TTnn’n nr* • a 

cWe of ,1.. Wool. brpW,U.”“S " 

“ rivo?. “ ““1. connootiDg 

Barisal reauires fh ^ in Perozepore, a subdivision of 

interest's of the hcTlth^o^d^^ widening in the best 

interests ot the health and better communications of the locality; 
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(|&) if it is a fact tliat during the winter season a small country boat 
or a donga can hardly make its '\ay through it when the tide 
is low and that steamers used ti> ply during all seasons of the 
year only forty or fifty yea-*^ ago ; 

(c) if it is a fact that due to ti.e shrinkage of this natural drainage 

of the locality the feeder canals and khals have also considerably 
dried up bringing ihe incidents of malaria, kala-azar and cholera 
this year to an alarming limit : 

(d) if the (government propose to re-excavate the tanul in question on 

the lines, suggested in part ; and 

(e) if not, why notl^ 

Minister in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): Information has been 
called for and the reply will be given as soon as it is rectdvi'd. 


Short-notice questions. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. there are two short- 
notice questions, one by Mr. llaridas Majumdnr and the other by llai Sahib 
Jogendra Nath Uay. Both are ])ractically the same; only in case of Mr. 
Majumdar’s question there are some additional points. So, the answers 
would be the same. With your permission. Sir, 1 am reading out the 
question and answer. 

Report of Enquiry Committee about Howrah Municipality. 

282 . Will the non’ble Minister in charge of the Public. Health and 
Local Self-Ciovernmenl Department be pleased to state— 

(a) if it is a fact that the officers of the committee for enquiry into 
the HowTah Municipal affairs wdth jiarticuilar rcderence to the 
conduct of its (diainnan Mr. Pain who happtuis to be a member 
of the Bengal (aihinet have suhmitiial their rejiori to the (iovern- 
inent of Bengal; 

(])) if so, when; 

(c) if it is a fact that the Ihiquiry ('ommittee hav(‘ lound that almost 

all the charges are substantially correct; 

(d) if not, what are the findings of the committee; and 

(e) if the rcply^ to raH (,,) is in the affirmative, what stens, if any, the 

(ioverninen’ are taking to deal wdih the affairs of the said Muni- 
cipality and with Mr. Pain as a member of the Bengal Cabinet ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

(a) Yes. 

(h) 16th September, 1944. 

(c) No. 

(d.) I would refer the honourable member to the report which wdll he 
published in the course of the week. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Ls there anything in tlic report 
so far as the municipal administration itself is concerned? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This enquiry relaics only to 

Mr. Pain. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It does not deal witli the 
administration side at all.'' 
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Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No,' but the honourable mem- 
ber may know the full details when the i^eport is published. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In the question (e) there is a 
reference to Mr. Pain — 

The Hoii’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I still maintain that it does 
not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Arising out of that part of the question 
where the Hon’ble Minister has said that all the charpj-es have not been 
found against him 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I would ask the 
honourable member to woait and see the report when it is published. At 
present all I can say is that he would be sadly disappointed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when this report will be published.^ 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Within a week, I hope. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: In the course of the debate regarding 
this subject the Hon’ble the Chief Ministter promised that before the House 
is prorogued the report will be placed on the table of this House. Are 
we going to get that report before the House is prorogued P 

The Han’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not remember having 
said that the report of the committee wall be phiced on the table. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any ca.se that question does not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I tind that there are some other questions the 
answers of wdiich have been received; but there was no time for printing 
them or to cyclostyle them. So wall the Ilon’ble Minister kindly read out 
the questions and answ’ers. One question concerns the Home Department 
and another concerns the Commerce and Labour Department. 

Arrest ef Congress Leaders. 

28S. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department 
be pleased to state — 

(<i) whether it is a fact that both Mr. Kirau Sankar Koy, Leader 
of the Congress Pail ia men tary Party, and Mr. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, was it a short-notire question ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Das, you must allow' the Hon’ble 
Minister to proceed. 

(a) wd) ether it is a fact that both Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, Leader of the 

CongTt‘ss Parliamentary Party, and Mr. Santosh Kumar Bose, 
ex-Minister and ilie Leader of the Bengal Congress Parlia- 
mentary Party, are being prosecuted under Defence of India 
Rules in the PresideiK'v Magistrate’s Court for alleged using of 
uncovered lights in public meetings, held under their respective 
presidentships in June last; 

(b) in wdiat connection w^ere those public meetings held; and 

(c) if the Government will consider the desirability of withdrawing 

those prosecutions hearing of which is fixed for the 26th August, 
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The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ! Yes, they were inose- 
cuted. ' ^ 

(6) To protest a^raiiist the Se(‘onda' ' Kdueation THU. 

(c) The cases ended in aeijuitta'. 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I eiKpiire wlietluo- it is a fact that 
it was a sliort-notice question ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not exactly reineniber whether it was a sliort- 
notice question or not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The offi<e can at once say whether it 
was admitted as a short-notice (jiiestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not renieniher it, ^Ir. Das. Tliere were so 
many short-notice (piestions ; but Avhetlier this particular (piestiou was 
admitted as a sliort-noice question, I cannot answer otf-hand. 

iMr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: They can at once say whetlier it is a 
short-notice question or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That in i'oriualion is not iininediatc'ly available. If 
you will kindly write to llie S(‘cretary, \ou will know. 

There is another ([Uestion which is to be answertul by the ITon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Labour, (aunnierce and Indus- 
tries. Who is ^'oin/^' to answer tliat? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: 1 will do so, Sir. The (piestion and 
answer are as follows: — 

2S4. (if) Will the Hon'ble Minister in chai<re of the Commerce, 
Labour and Industries De])artment be ])leased to state why the judnnient 
delivered on or about the 14th September, 15144, by ^li’. IL (iuj>ta, (Lief 
Vresidency ^laKistrate, adjudicator, appointed in the disimte between the 
Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited, and the Tramway Workers’ Asso- 
c'iation has not yet been ])ublished or otherwise communicated to the 
Tramway W^orkers’ Assoc^iation as yet? 

(1^) When will the same be published and communicated to the said 
Association and u ill the same be placed on the table of the Council 
Chamber ? 

(c) What are the > ontents of the said order? 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Hon’bie Minister for Labour, Commerce ancf Industries Departments): 

(a) The decision has been pnblislied. 

(td') Does not arise. 

(c) A copy of the order made is laid on the Table for information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Questions over. 

Statement on Sandwip Durga Puja Affair. 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; May I now make m> staie- 
nient on the Sandwip Dunjd Puja aftair? Tliis matt'er arisc' oul of a .diort- 
notice question — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Or in response to a promise to make a 
statement on an adjournment motion that stood i. mv nana* wliicli was 
postponed by tlie Deputy President. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, in this case the 
^ Sarhojonin Durga Puja at Kalibari at Sandwip was stopjiecl under section 144 
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the Criminal Procedure Code and the reasons for stopping it were that 
in the previous year there was some trouble over a Dufga Puja procession. 
The District Magistrate visited the place afterwards and ^ modified the 
previous decision of the then District Magistrate of Noakhali, Mr. Hamid 
Ali, passed sometime in 1940. Mr. Bastin, District Magistrate, last year 
gave certain orders in connection with the observance of the puja and the 
way, that is, the route the procession would take, and in pursuance of that 
the Deputy Magistrate maintained the position according to the orders of 
the District Magistrate and tried his utmost to bring about a compromise 
between the Hindus and Muslims. But as he found that no compromise 
was possible and a§ there was likely to be a breach of the peace so he had 
no option but to issue the order of injunction. In this connection there 
are certain facts whiclj I would like to state, as certain statements have 
appeared in the papers which I am afraid are not correct. It is not correct 
that the worship of goddess Durga at Kalibari, has been taking place from 
time immemorial. It is not so ; in actual fact it has been taking place only 
since last year when the communal trouble began. Secondly, it is not a 
fact as alleged that the order was promulgated after the Bodhaiia Puja. 
In fact at the time when the order was promulgated the image had nol 
been painted and no puja had taken place. That is all. I may tell the 
House once more as I have told the House many times about the policy of 
Government in this matter. The policy of Government is that they are 
trying to observe. Sir, the local officers are expected to carry out the 
policy that was initiated by Government in 192(). If there is any dispute or 
dissatisfaction with the decision of the local officers, then they have got to 
appeal to the District Magistrate and if it is an appealable case, they can go 
to the Oomniissioner and again if they are dissatisfied with the decision of 
the Commissioner, they can approach the Local Government who is the final 
authority. Government w'onld not intervene until the parties have exhausted 
the right of appeal before the local authority. In this connection the Com- 
missioner has undertaken to go there in November and thus we can brhig 
about a settlement. He could not go earlier because he has undertaken a 
very extensive tour in the Chittagong district. As soon as his tour is over, 
he will visit Sandwip during the month of November and try to settle the 
dispute or at least give both parties a hearing. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, with reference to that 
I saw the llon’ble Chief Minister with relevant papers and in response to his 
wishes the gentleman who was in charge of this puja affair appealed to the 
District Magistrate. I have received a telegram in which it is stated that 
the order has not yet been withdrawn. Now as regards the point that the 
Bodhan Puja was not completed, I cannot agree with the Hond)le Chief 
Minister because the gentleman 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order You cannot make a counter statement 
in reply to the llon’ble Chief Minister. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Sir, I am putting that ques 
tion to him. The facts must be placed before him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It i.s never the practice to allow any counter state- 
ment in reply to a statement made by a Minister. If any point is not clear 
from the statement which has been made, you can certainly ask one or two 
questions to have it cleared. 

Mr. BIREN ROY ; Is the Hoii’ble Minister aware that the Bodhon Puja 
begins 7 days before the actual puja ceremonies? Is he aware that even 
when the image is not painted, the puja ceremony may continue? 

The Hen'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I am making a statement on 
the authority of the District Magistrate who happens to be a Caste Hindu 
gentleman. 
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MUKHERJEE: Will the non’ble Minister 

que!t/on?”^*'°^**'*'‘' in a position to answer this 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: No, Sir. 

nlea'!r.i = Will the Kon’hle the Thief Minister he 

•' ^ ot tlH‘ Ilimlu MniisU*rs to tiie ])ljico to enquiro into the 

veo' importuiit (inestion from the relio^ms point of view of 
the Mindiis. One of the Cnste Hindu Ministers mav be sent to enquire 
wHetlier the Hodhan ceremony had been ccunpleled and if romp]et(‘d they 
ay be allowed to complete the whole ////ya ceremonv. He admits that in 
previous years there were pujas. I hope Government ‘would take this step to 
satisfy the Hindu public. 

“ this is concerned, I 

1 *1 ^{* to the old practice of approach iiifr ,,hc local officers first 

and lastly tlie Commissioner before (lovernimuit can intcrvtuie The Com- 
mis:.ioner is poing’ there shortly and if after Ins visit tlio matter remains 
unsettled, certaily one of 1113 ' (‘olleagnes would o-o tlieri'. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Who is the present 

Commissioner.'^ 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Mr Tarter. 

T Sah'b .FARIDUDDIN AHMED: Who is the District Magistrate? 

Is he a Taste Hindu? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Mr. Sen, a lastc Hindu 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the lion hie the Thief 
Minister eoiisider the de.sirahility of allowing the Hindu puhlic, at Sandwip to 
complete the puja if it had not already bemi finislied? 

Th© Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN! Sir, I liave fT'ot the report of 
the I)e 7 )nt 3 " Magistrate thcia* and J have no reason to disbelieve liis statement. 
Therefore, tliis question does not arise. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider that the Hindu uubl'^’ .it Sandwip will he deprived for ever of their 
right to perform the 7'^/ ya Fvja, owing to the communal feeling there? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I may infonn the honourable 
members here that maihy Durpa processions have been taken out there in 
the past; but this is a new innovation altogether. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have a very important matter to 
mention 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


Council representation on Joint Library Committee. 

Under rule 2 of the Rules regarding the control and management of the 
Library of the Bengal Legislature, I nominate — 

( 1 ) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdliiiry, 

(2) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(3) Mr. K. S. Ray, 

to represent the Bengal Legislative Council who with three members of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly and one representative of the Legislative 
Department will form the Joint Library Committee. 
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Action taken by Government on Motion under rule 112. 

Secretary will now read a conimiinication from the Deputy Secretary 
to His Excellency the Oovernor regarding; the summoning of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following communica- 
tion has been received from the Deputy Secretary to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal with reference to a motion which was moved in and 
adopted by the Council on the Gth October, 1944, under rule 112 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules : 

“No. 4044S. 

Govebnor’s Camp, Bengal, 
Darjeeling, 

Dated the 21st October, 1944^ 

From 

H. P. GOODWYN, Esq., i.c.s., 

Depiitij SeereUiTfi to ills E^rceUencji the Governor of Bengal, 

To 

The secretary, BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Hon'ble President’s 
letter No. 1493 L.C., dated the lOth October, 1944, and to say that His 
Excellency the Governor has summont^d the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
to meet at 4 p.m. on Monday, the 20th November, 1944, in the Legislative 
Chamber, Calcutta. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Sd.) H. P. GOODWY^N, 
Deputy Secretary to the Governor. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have a very important matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The adjournment motion must be 
taken up first. 1 am not going to encourage Ihe practice of allowing 
members to mention anything and everything on the flooi’ of the House. 
If any honourable member has got anything important to mention, he 
might meet me in my Chamber and if I consider the matter to be important, 
I would allow that to be mentioned in the House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But, Sii, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: J am sorry, 1 cannot alow you to go on in this way. 
Yes, Mr. Mukherjee. 

Adjournment motion regarding abrogation of the povi/ers of the 
Berhampore Municipality. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I have got an adjourn- 
ment motion regarding the Berhampore Municipality. On the last occasion 
when I mentioned this adjournment motion, the Deputy President said 
that as he had no time to look into my motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There is some difference betw^een 
the motion that was disallow^ed by me before the Puja Recess and 
this motion, because that was much wider than this one. One point which 
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I would like to mention in this connection is that m^ notice was drawn to 
the fact tliat tlie statement that was made by the Hoirhle Minister in eharjfe 
of Civil Supplies was not correct re«:ardint»- the actual orders ])assed by the^ 
District Mapfistrate ol Ilerhampur. ]»• act, the Cliair was misled on that 
point. So I would like to have a ha^^' a copy of the actual order 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 have ^ot a copy of that 
order sent to nu‘ by the Chairman of the Municipality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will > oil please read it then'r' 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Yes, s r. I am reading it. 

The order ol the District Magistratt* of Murshidabad which was passed 
under the Defence of India Rules ran as follows; — “No ('hairman. Commis- 
sioner or Commi.ssioners will selzt‘ any stock of rict‘, iiheat, wheat 
products, gram, dul oi- an\ other toodgrain or essential (‘ommodity stored, 
sold or otherwise dis]>osed of by or under orders of the District ^lagistrate 
or any of tiie Subdivisional Officers, Assistant Dirt'ctor of Civil Su]>])lies or 
any of tli{‘ subdivisional su]>ply officers. This order, liowi'ver, ])rohibit 
seizure of unsound ami unwholesonu‘ food which may b(‘ l\ing at retail 
shops or with ]irivaU‘ wlndi'salers or any be otVt‘red for sale direct to con- 
sumei's in fiazars or in tlu* bla(‘k-mark(*ts within tlu' muni(*ipal ar(‘a. 4'ht^ 
Chairman of an> municitiality in which any such stock as mcntiom'd above 
has been seiz(‘d u]i-to-date will, within ‘.^4 hours oi seivice of tins oi’der, 
delivi‘r the same to the Assistant Din‘ctor of Civil Sup])li(*s or his nominee 
for disposal according to my oi’ders ; and tln^ Chairman, Commissioner or 
any officer of the n]uni(’i])ality will not interfere* in tin* future dis])osal oi 
such released stock except with resp(‘et to siudi unsound and unwholesome 
parts as ait* kept lor salt* diT-t*ct to ctuisumers living ^^itllin tin* municipal 
area. In the absenct* t)f any s])ecific and clear tlirt‘ciion by a Magistrate 
in (*x(*rcise ot powers conferretl umh'r (*ha])tt‘r XIN t)f tin* Ren gal Municipal 
Act, no seized stock can bt* d(*t*med to be a prop(*rty of tin* Commissitmers 
and t]it*r(*fore no (lUt'slion t)f any payment to a municipalits for making 
over stocks in compliance with this ortler can arise." 

Now as 1 pointed out the other day, tliis order is tlirt'ctly in contraven- 
tion of the various sections of the Bengal Municipal Act, and therefore I 
say that the adjournment motion should be allowt*d to la* inoved. It is a 
matter of very urgent public, importance. Then* are other munlci]>nlities 
wliere similar things are happening. Therefore, T submit, Sir, that food- 
stuffs that are in th<‘ 1 ands of Government should be liable* to be seiz<*d 
municipalities. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the view's of the Government on the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid, I am not pre- 
pared for this question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There w’as some misunderstanding. Mr. Suhrawai'dy 
definitely gave me to understand that the order of the District Magistrate 
only referred to the Municipality <'>f Berhanipur and it only referre<l to tliat 
particular quantity of ofta in the hands of Government. That wu»s what he 
said, and Mr. Moholanabish’s motion w^as much wuder than that. So, on 
the authority of the statement made by the HonTde Minister for Civil 
Supplies, I did not give my consent to Mr. Moholanabisb’N motion. But 
the full-text of the order read out just now' is something different fr(jm Avhat 
1 was given to understand by the Hon’ble Ministe’ . May 1 have* the views 
of the TTon’ble the Chief Minist(‘r? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Sulirawardy is not here 
and 1 am afraid, 1 am not in a position to say anything. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, I am inclined to give my consent to 
tliis motion being moved. Is there any objection? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, I object. 

Mr, PRESIDEjlT! Then, will honourable members who are in favour 
of leave being granted kindly rise in their places ? 

As more than 13 honourable members have risen in their places, leave is 
granted to the moving of the motion. It will be taken up tomorrow in due 
time. JNTow, I will take up the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Have you fixed any time for this motion, Sir? 
At what hour will it be taken up? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After the question hour, as usual. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now proceed with the Third Reading 
of the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 

I am rising to make a few observations on the Bill wliich I know are rather 
futile at the present stage but without which I am unwilling to see this 
measure go out of the House. 

The present Bill, Sir, was introduced at the instance of the Government 
of India but had, really speaking, no su])port of the public opinion of this 
Province. In fact, Sir, it was the deliberate point of view of a large section 
of the people of Bengal that, pending the final decision of the future of 
Permanent Settlement, such a measure was not only uncalled for but was 
definitely inequitable and unjust. Besides, in the face of tlie peculiarly 
abnormal economic condition of Bengal, this taxation Bill was singularly 
incongruous. Even at this late stage I think it necessary, Sir, to repeat 
my protest against the introduction and passing of this Bill. 

In course of the discussion of the measure we pointed out on more than 
one occasion that if this tax was to be levied in spite of our opposition, its 
proceeds should be devoted specifically and exclusively to the improvement 
of agriculture which was really in a disorganised state in Bengal. The El oud 
Commission on whose recommendation this taxation measure is based was 
strongly of opinion that the tax ‘ 'should be applied solely for the improvement 
of agriculture, or for projects connected witli agricultairal improvement”. 
The two distinguished members of the ('ommission who wrote a Note of 
IHssent in the Report were also of the view that if the tax w^as levied in 
spite of their opposition,, “it should be eannarked as provincial revenue to 
be distributed in proportion to the agricultural needs of tlie different dis- 
tricts”. The Hon’ble Finance Minister tried to circumvent the recommenda- 
tion of the Commission in his speech a1 the present stage by pointing out 
that conditions in this Province have changed since the Commission submitted 
its report. He tried to show that much more was being spent on agriculture 
now than formerly. But, Sir, this assertion on his part does not undermine 
the virtue of the recommendation of the Commission. By reserving the 
proceeds of the present tax for agricultural development, the Government 
will not be spending more than is necessary in this regard. While this tax 
will be devoted to agriculture money from other sources might be released 
for other purposes. But, Sir, I should emphasise it that in spite of what 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has told us actually not miich is being done for 
agricultural deveE pment in Bengal. There is in fact a clear case for ear- 
marking this tax to this end. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the passing of the measure by this 
House. 

Rai Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, while I rise 
to speak I should say at the outset that where the Government is bent upon ^ 
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passing the Bill 1)\ the force of sheer majority . I think it uiinece.ssarv to 
mlate upon very many jininis of the Bill which required much careful 
tlioug’hts and considerations of the Gove’'-:-ment and ihe Opposition alike in 
a give and take spirit. I shall make . rtain observations only. 

It is jierhaps unprecedented in thi' history of Provincial Legislature in 
India where liistory has been created over what is described as the slip of 
tongue on the part of tlie ( hair. The matter was dragged to the (Durts of 
Justice. I do not like to say anything about the legality or otherwise of 
such a jirocedure hut to my mind it is certainly unbt‘coming to the dignity of 
a House of TiCgislature as also both to the (tovernment and the Ojiposition. 
It is most unfortunate and extremel\ undesirable. 

From the beginning when the Bill came up to this llou.sc. (lovernment 
was adamant and the Minister concerned deedared that the Bill will be 
carried through the House without any amendment. how(‘\ei- tiiHing — of 
course in liovernment’s opinioti. This attitute of tin* ( lovernment to ])ass 
the Bill n\ toto was sufficient aifront to the Opposition who brought as many 
as about 400 amendments— many of which were too important to be lightly 
discarded. But the (lOvernment was appearing obd irate and (‘ould not 
therefore be compelled to be reasonable. Tfiat tlie mucli vaunted artificial 
majority of the Oovernment backial b\ the Kuropean (iroup is at the basis 
of such an uncompromising attitude nt tin* Government is cr\s(al clear and 
so it is all the more deplorable. 

Loming to s})eak of the time taken for the discussion of this Bill, we find 
that about 7 months passed in this House but really spiuiking there wuis no 
progi'ess with the Bill — it is as it was in A])ril last - in form, language and 
spirit. But tin* Opimsit ion did its best to ])ersuad(' the tioviumment to 
accept certain much needed amendnumts and it ma> be said lhai virtually 
all the discussions on the Bill came Irom the (tp])nsition and the (lovernment 
adopted an attitinh* (d agressivi* non-violence again.si amendments as sindi. 
But had the (lOvernnHuit co-opcu’atiMl in (*ntertaining (UM’tain (‘xtremely 
nec(‘ssaT‘y anieiidnnuits of tlie Opjiosition, I think tin' tnunbliiig stability of 
the (lovi'rniiu nt would not have shakiui as dangiu-ouslx as to eansi* apiuvlien- 
sion of an immediate collapse. Then the Bill af1(‘r tht* ammidunuits could 
have passed the lower houst* and made ready for II is Kxc(dleuc> tin* Goviwnor’s 
signature. I do not know' how the Government has the riglit to kill the 
precious time of the House unnecessaiily as it did in n*gai‘d to this Bill. 

It is admitted that the drafting of the Bill w'as not uji to the mark and 
then' were many mistakes of omission and (Munmission wdn*n th(‘ Bill came 
to this House and unfo tunaiely not a dot or a dash was ammideil. This 
will have the effect of v*:timately creating many difhculties in the administra- 
tion of tile Act and lead to the delegation of such authority to the (‘xi'cutive 
which executive iiidepetidenct' will go a long way in unn<‘C(*ssaT il.\' tonruuiting 
and harassing the victims of this Bill. 

Before I take my seat 1 should mention that though there was no exqiress 
provision in the Bill to earmark a jiortion of it for agricultural devidojinnuit, 
the Government should make it a point to spend a substantial jKjrtion of 
it for purposes of agricultural rehabilitation of the province in the shape of 
better irrigation, manures, implements, marketing, rural credit facilities, 
sducation, etc. 

It w'ill be admitted by all that the time is not opportune for the imposi- 
tion of a tax like agricultural income-tax upon the people who art' somehow 
scaring the w^olf out of their doors, but taxation, if there should be one, it 
must be of such a nature that it should not disturb and dislocate the whole 
Bconomic fabric of this province which i.s at the present time almost on the 
point of breaking down due to war and resulting famine. Bural Bengal 
requires time and money to settle dowui and the Government, should utilise 
the proceeds of the agricultural income-tax for the purpose of restoring the 
3conoinic balance of the country. 
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Mr. BANKiM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I did not intend to 
speak on the motion for llie Third Heading of the Bill. But I find that 
there is a good deal of conunotion anioiig" the members of this House and 
among the public outside as to how we could proceed with the Bill when 
irregularities and illegalities whi(*h were pointed out in the course of the 
Second Reading stage of the Bill. As a matter of fact, with regard to 
clause 05, the Opposition wanted to point out some misconceptions and also 
illegalities but that was not allowed to be i)ointed out on the floor of this 
House and therefore it is necessary to bring to the notice of the honourable 
inembers of this House through you. Sir, and also to the notice of His 
Excellency the Governor before he gives his assent to the Bill the procedure 
that we have followed in this House in considering the Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill. 

Now, Sir, if we h)ok to tlu' ])rovisions of the Bill from the beginning, 
we will find that there are serious discrepancies and illegalities which couhl 
have been rectified if Government had accepted some of the amendments 
which they admitted to be necessary. But the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister was not in a mood to accejit any amendment so far as the present 
Bill is con(‘erned, whether there Avas mistake of any kind, Avhether there was 
irregularity of ain- kind in I he clauses of the Bill. The first thing that 
strikes one when one looks to tlie provisions of the Bill is the provision 
regarding the assessment of the agimmltural income of the Ruler of an Indian 
State. The point was raised by you, Sir, before the consideration com- 
menced and Avas discussed and we Avere proceeding with the Bill on the 
assumption that the Bengal Legislature is entitled to tax the Ruler of an 
Indian State. I expressed my misgivin;^s repeatedly in th<‘ <‘ourse of my 
speeches on various provisions of the Bill; but now 1 Avould only like to 
point out the difficulties that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister might meet 
with in enforcing the tax against the Ruler of an Indian State. Now, so 
far as that matter is concerned, the Ruler of an Indian State has been first 
mentioned in sub-clause ( 9 ) of clause 2 of the Bill. There, the Ruler of an 
Indian State has been included among the persons liable to be taxed. What 
we wanted Avas tliat the Ruler of an Indian State should be separately 
defined. Now, I may point out that under section 8G of the Civil Procedure 
Code there is a method ]>re8cribed by which the Ruler of an Indian State 
can be sued or can be tried in any competent court, and here I Avould have 
liked to include the court of an agricultural income-tax officer in it. This 
provision is also supported by the Government of India Act. Section 8() runs 
as follows : — 

“8(). Any such Prince or C'hief, aJid any ambassador or euAUjy of a 
foreign Sfate, may, Avith the consent of ihe (Town Representative, certified 
by the signature of the Political Secretary, and in any otlier case with the 
consenl of the Central Government, certified by ihe signature of a Secretary 
to that Government, but not without such consent, be sued in any competent 
coTirt.’’ 

It is necessary that the HonTde the Finance Minister should take note 
of this section before he proceeds to deal with# the Ruler of an Indian State 
under the provisions of the Act which is noAv going to be passed by this 
House. Although the Hon’ble the Finance Minister opposed all amend- 
ments Avhich AA^ere tabled on this subject, there is yet time; and if the 
Hon^ble the Finance Minister considers these objections carefully, he will 
be able under the rule-making powers to find out a way Avhich may success- 
fully operate in compelling the Ruler of an Indian State to be taxed. I do 
not think that aa aid be sufiicient but still proceedings may be taken against 
the Ruler of an Indian Stale as far as possible in consonance with the proce- 
dure prescribed in the Civil Procedure Code and the Government of India 
Act. This is the first thing ihat I mention with regard to the question about 
the Ruler of an Indian State. The next thing that I want to point out to 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is the incongruity which is to be found 
in the definition of Agricultural Income-tax Officer in clause 2 ( 2 ). Under 
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sub-clause (i) “A^^Ti(“ultural lucoipe-tax 011i(‘er'’ iiicaiH a pers(ui appointed 
to be an AgTicultiiral Income-tax Otticer iind' i* section ’21. Now, it we look 
to clause 21 of the Bill, we would find tlia* there is no otticer designated as 
"^Agricultural Income-tax Officer”. T1 ^ is one of the re])iignancies which 
was pointed out in coiu.se of the deba * , and we wanted to remove tlie repug- 
nancy bet\Aeen the two M‘ctions. The only course which the llon’ble the 
Finance Minister and the Commissioner of Agricultural Incoim'-tax wlio has 
already l)een appointed and wlio is now sitting l>ehind tlie llon’hle the 
Finance Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee*, it is never the practi(*e to rtd'er to 
persons in the gallery. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: 1 am vcin son> Hut who- 
ever he may he, he should take note of tin* fact tliat in section 21 tliere is 
no mention ol “Agricultural ln(‘ome-tax Oilic'cr” although in the detinition 
clause ” Agricultural Income-tax Oilicer” has beim immlioned. Now, in 
section 21, we find three cla<s<*.s ot Agrii-.ultural Inconu'-tax ()tii(‘ers, viz., 
(a) the ( 'ommissioner of Agricult iiral Income-tax, Bengal; {!>) the Assistant 
Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax, Bengal; (o Itengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Ofticers. So far as the Bengal Agricultural 1 nconit‘-tax Officers 
are concerned, they have not been defined. Thend'ore, we are to ]>roceed 
with the Bill and with the realisation ot the taxes with the hel]> of the two 
oflicers mentioned in clauses (r/) and (h), l)(‘causi‘ clausi* 21 (a) and (h) has 
no leterence to the Ihuigal Agricultural Income-tax Ofliccr or the Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Otlicei-, 1 would submit, Sir, that wv hav(‘ seen advertise- 
ments in the papers inviting application for the ap])ointment of Agricultural 
Inc-ome-tax Oflicers. Possihls, aftei- aj)pointing a httge staff as Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Officers for Bengal, they will find ont that these officers 
have notliiiig to ])erform as the Agricultural lueoun^-tax Oltiecu’s. There- 
fore, they could not a]>])oint any officer under th<‘ designation of either 
Agricultural Income-tax Officer or the Btmgal Agricultural Income-tax 
Officer. You can avoid the repugnancy only if fhe-claiise is amended hy an 
amending A( t wdiicli I hope* will (;ome soon. The next thing that I 
I)ointed out was wdth regard t(; the d<*finitiou of the Hindu undivided family 
governed by the rtutaksham law. There again, you will find that the 
clause has been left indeterminate and an undivided ITindu family governed 
by the Dayabhaga school of Hindu law has not been included tliere simply 
because the Finance Minister tliinks tliat nmbu’ the Bengal Scliool of Hindu 
law tihe sliarc of taudi co-panamer in a joint family is divid<*d and therefore 
he Wyants to assi'ss indivahm! i,, embers of a joint family without giving them 
the hemdits wliich ni 'Cihers of undivided nnUiknliara families are going to 
get undt'r tin* provisions of the Act. Unless the imunbers of an undivided 
Hindu unfakshu ra family, the moment this Bill is passed, declare th(‘m- 
selves to he no longer memhers of an undivided family, ])ossibly tlie 
administration of tlic Act with regard to memhers of un(livld(‘d Hindu 
families w^ill lead to several difficulties. 

Then Sir, 1 would like to refiu' to f 'ha, pier I of the Bill. Tlie first is the 
pieliminary chapter. Here I have pointed ont several instamavs wlnh'ii 
should be taken particular note of before acting under this Act and attempt 
is made to realise the tax from persons noticed therein. In Chapter 1 of the 
Bil, we have got “charge of agricultural income-tax’ \ There again, in 
clause 3 you will find that “agricultural income-tax shall be cfiarged for 
each financial year in accordance with and subject to the provisions of this 
Act at the rate or rates specified in the Schedule in respect of the total 
agricultural income of the previous year of every individual ’, etc. Now, 
Sir, we all know that this Act wdll have retrospective effect; tliat is to say 
that it will come into operation from tJhe Ist Aprd, 1944. Therefore, the 
income which the Agricultural Income-tax Officer will have to determine is 
the income of the last year, or the year which ended on the 31st March, 1944. 
I have already stated that the last year was a famine year and the prices of 
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produces were exceedingly^ higli, when rice used to seU at one place at Rs. 120 
and at some other places at Ks. 60, 70 and 80 per maund. But what he will 
do is perhaps that he will calculate the entire produce of the cultivators 
and calculate the prices at the rates of the last year. This will certainly 
amount to a figure which would be much above the Ks. 3,500 which is the 
prescribed minimum. iSuppose, a family had 100 maunds of rice. The 
price in some places would be Its. 6,000 and in some places Es. 1,000 which 
would hardly suffice to meet the costs of cultivation and also the maintenance 
cost of the family for that year and also for the next year. As a matter of 
fact, ii will no doubt be conceded that most of these people had to incur 
huge debts for the purpose of maintaining themselves and I hope the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister will sujjport me in this part of my statement. 
The Hon’ble Minister may not be a cultivator; he may be a rich landlord 
but still he may consider the case of his tenants who are large cultivators 
holding lands more than 100 bighas and whose yield was more than 100 
maunds during the last year as to whether it will be fair to calculate on the 
basis of the income for tihe year ending on 31st March, 1944, for the 
purpose of assessing the income for this year. Large amount of arrears 
have also been paid up in some of the districts and if the Agricultural 
Inco]ne-Tax Officers are io ass(‘ss the income of the landlord on the basis of 
the collection of last year, then the plight of the assessee would be very much 
miserable and it would be very difficult for them to meet the taxes. There- 
fore, I submit, Sir, that under his rule-making power the Finance Minister 
may consider how this difficulty might be removed in the matter of assessing 
for the first year, the 1st of April, 1944, to dlst of March, 1945. It is clear 
that many cultivators were not aware tliat this agricultural income-tax will 
be placed on the anvil of the House. Majority of them have not got proper 
accounts of their collection and disbursement. If they are to be penalised 
by reason of the other sections of the Act for their failure to produce their 
collection books, it would inflict a great hardship on the midille classs 
population of Bengal. 1 request the Finance Minister to keep this aspect 
of the matter particularly in view when he gives instructions for the purpose 
of assessing agri cull oral income-tax for the first year. 

Sir, in Chapter I there is another section which is important, 1 refer to 
clause 4 of that chapter. Here provision is made for exenipting incomes 
which are spent for charitable purposes, l^et me read clause 4 — “any agri- 
cultural income derived from property held under trust or other legal 
obligation wholly for religious or charitable purposes, and in the case of 
property so held in part only for such purposes or in the case of Muslim 
trusis commonly known as Wahf-ol-aJ-aidads^ the income applied thereto’ h 
In this connection, I must not omit to npention that there is another clause 
under which no relief from taxation can be claimed unless there is • a 
document creating religious endowment. The Opposition wanted to move 
amendments with reference to this clause. We know there arc no documents 
in many cases and there are many families who have got to pay expenses 
in connection with religious ceremonies as compulsory payment. I’hey consi- 
der these payments as comi)ulsory for the purpose of religious and charitable 
institutions and if these incomes are not given deduction, possibly these 
charitable and religious institutions will die out. The officers assessing 
income lender the Agricultural Income-tax Act should be told that where 
they find payment of a compulsory nature from the income of the person, 
they ought to be given relief under the provisions of clause 4. I may remind 
the Hon’ble the Finance, Minister that so far as this part of the case is con- 
cerned, under tile Hindu law a Hindu is not compelled to execute a deed of 
dedication for the purpose of religious endowment in respect of his proper- 
ties. It is not e cntial and this has been held by the highest judicial 
tribunal. It is only smihdpa (intention) that is sufficient. He is only to 
say that his properties are only for meeting the expenses connected with 
religious ceremonies of the deity he has established. Therefore, even though 
there is no amendment to (dear up the provision in the clause’ itself, yet it 
can be done by the Government under the rule-making' power so that 
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cihaMtable institutions started by Hindus and Mubammadans may be given 
allowances even tlioiigli there may not be any document for the purpose. 

As regards Chapter 2, w'here computation, of agricultural income-tax has 

been dealt with Sir, I do not find Hon'ble the Finance Minister in 

the House. I do not know whether - e has left the Chamber for god for 
he is again coming bajk. vSo far as the l*arliamentarv Secretary is con- 
cerned, I do not think he is competent enough to take notes of the speeches 
made here for the Hon'ble Minister. 1 think he has got to ])ass the period 
of probation before he is quite competent to take note of these things 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mukherjee, I think that is a 
personal reflection. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: It is not a personal reflec- 
tion, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: WImt 1 said is this He 
ought to be under a period of training to make Inmself coniptdent tor the 
post he has managtal to secure. 1 can give you one i- stance. 1 can tell 
you, Sir, that <‘vcn Sir llasli Itehary (ibose, urnbu' whom J worked as a 
junior, after bO y(‘ars of jiractice, said that b(‘ liad yet many tilings to learn 
and did not even hesitate to take suggestions from me. Therefore, it is not 
a disparagement to say that Mr. K, C. Itoy Ohowdlairy should pass a jieriod 
of ]irobation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you do not mean anything, that is all riglit. 

Mr. K, C. ROY CHOWDHURY: I am not a noviei* liere. 1 have been 
in the Council from 1921. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: However, Sir, as 1 was 
.saying, in Chapter 2 in clause 6 (7) provision has been made for allowing 
15 per cent, of the exjienses incurred and in cases wdiere audited accounts 
and certified accounts are kept allowances may be allowed u]) to 20 per 
cent. With regard to this matter, I would like to tell the HonTde Ministi'r 
that there are a number of estates which are mana^^ed by the Court of 
Wards, a department of the (jiovernment of Ihmgal, and if the oflicers of the 
Court of Wards do not allow more than 20 ])er (‘ent. of the (‘Xpenscs, the 
poor landlords will be deprived of the allowances which are provided under 
the Act it^lf. They will be compelled to pay taxes on income wbiidi he 
has to spend for collecting the income, and there is no question here of an 
audited or certificated a^- ounts because so far as the ('ourt of Ward.s are 
concerned, accounts art all audited and certificated. Therefore, I submit 
that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may make a note that in assessing 
landlords wTiose estates are under the char^-e of Court of Wards and in 
assessing the landlords who have got audited and certificated accoumts 
their expenditure should be liberally allowed by the Commissioner of Agri- 
cultural Income-tax. 

Now I leave Chapter 2 ou which there are many other points which could 
have been stated but as this is practically the principal one which can be 
rectified by the rule-making power. I refer to this only and not to any other 
matter in this connection. Now, I pass over to clause 8 which is the most 
controversial clause and which was discussed in this House. Clause 8 deals 
with computation of tax on mixed incomes. Now', so far as cbiuse 8 is 
concerned, I would refer to it only for the purpose of sliow'iug that a 
provision is made there for computation of tax on mixed income> on certain 
fixed principles and in this clause itself 't is provided that in determining 
the income-tax to be charged on certain class of assessees the return which 
the assessee furnished to the authorities under the Indian Tncoine-tnx Act, 
1922, ought to be deemed as conclusive. Sub-clause (J) of clause 8 says: 
'^For the purpose of the assessment of agricultural income-tax under this 
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section or any rule made thereunder a certified copj of an order of an 
assessment under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, or a certified copy of 
an order of any appellate or revising authority or of the High Court or of 
His Majesty in Council altering or amending such order of assessment 
under the provisions of that Act shall be conclusive evidence of the contents 
of such order.” 

Now, Sir, if we look to clause 25 we find that there is a repugnant 
clause, and I only refer to this for the information of the Hon’hle the 
Finance Minister so tliat he may try to reconcile the two repugnancies 
hy the rule-making jxjwer wliitdi ihe still possesses. I would like to 
indicate the manner in which it can he reconciled. Under suh-clause (J) 
of clause 8 the provision is that “for the purpose of the assessment of 
agricultural income-tax under this section or any rule made thereunder a 
certified co])y of an order of an assessment under the Indian Income-tax 
Act, 1922, or a certified copy of an order of any appellate or revising 
authority or of the High Court or of His Majesty in Council altering or 
amending such order of assessment under the provisions of that Act shall 
be conclusive evidence of the contents of such order”. But in clause 25 
the provision is that “if the Agricultural Income-tax Officer is satisfied 
without requiring the presence of the assessee or the production hy him 
of any evidence that a return made under section 24 is correct and complete, 
be shall assess the total agricultural income of the assessee, and shall 
determine the sum payable hy him on the basis of such return.” I think 
the particular clause which deals with the matter I am referring to is suh- 
olause (4). Sub-clause (1) deals with assessment and sub-clause (2) 
deals with the assessment of persons who did not submit their accounts in 
consonance with the notice served upon them by the agricultural income- 
tax officer. Then we come to sub-clause (4). There it is stated that 
^Hhe powers conferred by sub-sections (2) and (3) shall not except with 
the permission of the Commissioner be exercised by the Agricultural income- 
tax Ofi&cer in the case of agricultural income which is assessed under the 
provisions of sub-section (2) of section 8 and regarding which an assessee 
has submitted together with his return under section 24 a certified copy ot 
an assessment order under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922”. 

The only way in \fliich the repugnancy of sub-clause (3) of clause 8 
and sub-clause (4) of clause 25 can be removed is by giving a direction to 
the Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax to acknowledge or accept the 
assessment made under the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922; otherwise, there 
is no way out of it. As a matter of fact, 1 may point out that I wanted 
to move an amendment in order that clause 25 might be kept intact and 
the provisions in clause 8 (J) making the return under the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922, inconclusive, so that clause 25 (4) might be kept in full force 
and the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Officer might have a handle to see 
whether the Indian Income-tax Officers have dealt wuth the income correctly. 
This power has been taken away from the Commissio7ier of Agricultural 
Income-tax, by clause 8 (3) and it is then again re-incorporated in clause 
25 (4). This repugnan(;y has to be removed; otherwise possibly it will lead 
to litigation and the amount of tax which will be coillected from the 
persons who are assessed will be spent up in litigation, as we all know how 
Government incur expenses in litigation in these matters. Therefore, I 
submit that so far as these two clauses are concerned, an attempt should he 
made to reconcile the repugnancy. Then, there is one other matter with 
regard to Chapter III. In Chapter III there is a very great hardship 
placed on the trustees and guardians and agents and any person who is under 
a liability to ^ an die trust property or the property of minors kept under 
their guardianship. With regard to these matters, we find that the provi- 
sion is this : any agricultural income-tax payable under this Act on such 
income shall be levied upon and recoverable from such guardian, trustee, 
agent, receiver or administrator in like, manner anJ to the same extent as 
would be leviable upon and recoverable from any such person if in direct 
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A income and such guardian, trustee, agent, etc., 

-nnvaKlp K V asscssee in respect of uhe agricultural income-tax 

\Ei(^Iacx ^ such minor, etc., etc. If a t^ *.tee of a property also himself 
assesses agricultural properties with an ..-oine of Rs. oloOt), the same as 
° 4 - 1 ^^ trust property then he will oe assessed under clause 13 of the 

f' iiicome of Rs. 10,000. Rut his real income is only 
:S. t>,UU0 and the other Rs. ;j,000 goes to the beneficiary over which he has 
3Soluteiy no power or control. The Act, of course, provides that the extra 
LX which the trustee has thus to juiy, he is entitled to deduct from the trust 
ad the other beneficiaries whose properties are iii his charge. Here you 
re not only putting a pressure upon tlie trustee to pay a higher rate of tax 
ut you are charging persons who are not liable to tax oe(‘ause they have 
ad the misfortune of placing their properties in the hands of trustees for 
le purpose of administering the trust which they have created for the benefit 
f themselves and may be for some charitable Objects. Therefore, 1 submit 
bat so far as this clause is concerned, the Ilon’ble Minister will be pleased 
j note 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You have already spoken for half an hour. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If 1 am repeating, you will 
top me but so long as I am not doing so — — 

Khan Sahib FARIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 move that the question be now 
lut. There has been enough of discussion over this question. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the question 
)e now put. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 have not yet finished. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I have accepted the closure motion. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Rut, Sir, this is very unfair. 

[ am still on my legs and I have not yet finislK'd. You have gagged dis- 
jussion and we protest against the attitude of the President. \ye shall 
retire after this and shall take no part in the discussion of this Rill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR : Sir, this is very unfair, as many of us had 
intended to speak. 

(The question that the question be now put was then agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The qim^tion before the House is: that the Rengal 
Agricultural Income-Tri^ Rill, 1944, as settled in the Council, be p.issed. 

(Tbe motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, the 25th October, 
1944. 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[24th Oct., 1944.] 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 24th 
October, 1944; — 

(1) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(2) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji. 

(3) Mr, H. II. Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Mohd. H. Chowdhury. 

(fj) Mr. B. C. Oatta. 

(G) Mr. K. K. Ihitta. 

(7) Mr. M. Hossain. 

(8) Mr. N. N. Moholanabish. 

(9) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(10) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(11) Khan Bahadur M. Rahman. 

(12) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(13) Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(14) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1944, No. 90. 


The Council met in the Lei»’islative Chamber of the lie^islative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 25tli October, 1944, at 2 p.m., being the 
ninetieth day of the h’irst Session of lf)44, pursuant to section of 

the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Singh Boy, k.(M.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ti lere are two shoit-notice (luestions due to be 
answered today : one standing in the name of Mr. Haridas Ma/Aimdar and 
the other in tlie name ot ^Ir. Jjatafat ilossain. The tirsl one is to be 
answered by the Ilon’ble Alinister in (diarge of tin* lioeal Self-(iovernment 
Department and the second one by the llon’ble Minister in charge (d' the 
Judicial Department. 

Mr. K. G. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I answer the ({uestions on 
behalf of the Hoii’ble Ministers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but you will have to read out the (jiu'stions and 
answers, as the (luestions could not be printed and circulated among the 
honourable members in the House. 

We shall take up the printed questions in the first instance. 

' Barley-atta. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Alinister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to statt* — 

(a) the approximate quantity of barley-aU«. in custody/ of the Civil 
Supplies Department for the disposal of which tenders have just 
been invited; 

(h) the reason or rea.«ons which it w^as procured by this De]>art- 
ment ; 

(c) the amount that has been spent on jirocuring the same; 

{(1) the reason or reasons for which it is now thought necessary to 
dispose ot the stock ; 

(e) the place or places where it was manufactured or from where it was 
indented ; and 

(/) the amount that is expected from the disposal of the stock? 

The Hon’ble Mt. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: (a) 59,000 maunds of barley- 
atta was manufactured. The whole quantity has been sold. 

(h) Barley-fl^fa was not procured but manufactured from barley grains 
allotted to Bengal by the Government of India. 

{v) The costs of barley-nttn including price of barley transport and 
milling charges were about Rs. 10-8 per maund. 

(d) The Barley-ai^a has been sold so that it can gr into consumption. 

(c) Alanufactured in Calcutta and Howrah, 

(/) Apjiroximately Rs. 3,16,800. 
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Mr. RANAtllT PAL CHAUDHURIS Has the manufacture of these 
articles been suspended? 

No answer. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Arising out of (/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state how he states that he expects Rs. 3,16,800 for 
59,000 maunds of barley-atta when he says that the price is Rs. 10-8 per 
' maund? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYr Will the honourable member 
please repeat the question? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, may 1 repeat the 
question? It is stated that 59,000 maunds of harley-atta was manufactured 
and it cost Rs. 10-8 per maund. Therefore the cost would be Rs. 5,95,000 
out of which it is stated in answer (/)'that the amount tliat is expected from 
the disposal of the stock is approximately Rs. 3,16,800. May I enquire 
where the amount of Rs. 2,15,000 has gone? 

The Hon’bl6 Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYS The answer is self-evident. 
The honourable gentleman has made his calculation. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state what is the reason of suspending this manufacture? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Ike ause barley-r7/tr/ was uot 
acceptable to the public; and this w^as tlie reason wdiy it "was a loss to 
Government. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Then according to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies the whole transaction was entirely a loss 
to Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when this barley-<xUa was manufactured? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; This was the first consign- 
ment that we received. The quantity was considerable and we turned it 
into atta at once, and we hoped that it will be taken by the ])ul)lic and so 
we tried to push it in the market but the people would not take it. Siine 
then barley-atto has not been manufactured and the whole thing had to be 
sold. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; I w^ant to know the month and the year 
when the barley-«tta was manufactured. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; It must be about 10 months 
back. 

.Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR; W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state wdio is responsible for this loss? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; I do not know whether there 
is any responsibility attaching to anybody in this transaction. Only there 
was some loss. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that this barley-rt^^<^ 
wuvS manufactured some time in the months of January and Eebruary this 
year? 

The HonaHelMr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I cannot exactly remember 
but that IS my impression. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he was satisfied that this barley-^ito was i)laced upon the 
market in time when it was imperative to do so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAHaIY: There is no question of being 
imperative. Barley wes turned into and after it was turned into attaf 
it was placed into the market for eonsumj)tion but ttie ])ublic did not buy 
it and so we tried to sell it to all kinds of places and it was refused. 
Consequently it had to be sold at the best price it could fet(‘h. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My question was, was the llon’ble Minister 
satisfied that this public loss W'as necessary in the intiuest of tlie Province? 
Was the situation such at that time that this barley-^-V^/, had to be phn-ed 
into the market? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If wc did not do that, }>ro> 
bably it would have been a total loss. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wdiy hin\ey-atfa w as in that (‘ase requisitione<l ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: T di<t not s.y lliai haihy 
had been requisitioned. 1 said that it the barley-n.t//i had not been sold at 
a loss w^e w’ould not have got anything out of it. This was lh(‘ firsl con- 
signment of barh'y that we received from outsid(‘. It was not j-cquisit ioned. 
It wars not purchased. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Was aiq\ expert opinion 
taken before deciding that 50,000 maumls of baihw should be converted 
into atUi and sold in the market for public consum])t ion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 don t know that. 

Mr. RANi|JIT PAL CHAUDHURI: Did till' barh'y (h'ituiorate or 
w^as it damaged? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It deteriorated. 

Bad quality atta. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (n) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge (d‘ 
the Civil Supiilies Department be jileased to state wdiether it is a fai't that 
in some parts of Bengal adjoining Calcutta people are being forced to accept 
bad quality aftu unfit for human consumption by withholding the quota 
of sugar unless they i. ree to take their quota of aftaY 

(h) Is it a fact that such inferior quality of atUi is being forced on the 
public of Calcutta by stopping the is.sue of wheat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SU HR AWARD: (a) No. Tim allegation is 
entirely unfounded. 

(h)'No. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hon’ble Minister satisfied that at no 
time this state of affairs as alleged in the question was in existence? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: According to intonmilion 
received front all sources this answer has been given. 

Mr. HUMAYUN" KABIR: Will the Hfin’ble Minister ph;ase enquire 
whether in certain localities during the months of May and June the supply 
of sugar was actually withheld unless atta was also taken ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: If the honourable member 
will please mention the locality concerned, I shall make an enquiry. 
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Mr«v PRESIDENT: Mr. K. C. Roy ChowdLury will now please read 
out the questions which could not be circulated among the members together 
with answers thereto. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: All right. Sir. the first question is 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, and it is this: — 

/ ’ Q'oestiorh. 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be 
pleased to state — 

{a) if it is a fact that the Mohammadan Headmaster of a Dacca High 
English School has been belaboured by the Moslem students for 
allowing the Hindu students of the school to celebrate birth day 
of Sri Rabindra Nath Tagore, in spite of protest from a section 
of the Moslem students of the Institution; 

(6) if it is a fact that the said Headmaster told that section of the 
students who caljed this celebration ‘^un-Islamic’^ not to 
particij:)ate in the function if they so desired but he could not in 
any way interfere with the celebration which he thought just 
and proper; and 

(c) if the answers to parts {a) and (5) are in the affirmative, what 
steps, if any, the Government propose to take to check this rising 
tide of communalism in the country which will spell ruin and 

^ disaster to both the communities of the province? 

Answer. 

{a) The Headmaster of Armenitola^ Government High School, Dacca, who 
happened to be a Muslim, was assaulted by some unknown person or persons 
on his way home at about 10 p.m. on the Gth May, 1044. It is not a fact 
that he allowed the Hindu students to celebrate the birth da^ anniversary 
of the late Dr. Rabindranath Tagore. A proposal was made by the Hindu 
students for holding the function on the 5th May, 1944, but it was dropped 
as the Muslim students raised an objection and no agreement could be 
arrived at between the two sections. 

(5) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: The next question is by Mr. Latafat 
Hossain, and it is a follows: — 

Question. 

(a) Will the Honourable Minister in^ charge of tlie Public Health and 
Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state what expenditures 
have been incurred for construction and repair of roads and drains within the 
Bhatpara municipality area from May, 1942, to December, 1943? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Bhatpara Municipality has spent little or 

nothing on roads and drains in 1942, 1943 and 1944 from the day of super- 
session and after the appointment of the Executive Officer by the Govern- 

ment ? 

(e) If the reply to part (5) be in the affirmative, how was the income of 
the Bhatpara municipality utilised? 

Answer. 

(a) The expenditure incurred on constru(;tion and repair of roads and 
drqins from May, 1942, and December, 1943, is Rs. 28,768. 

(b) No. The municipality spent Rs. 28,768 from May, 1942, to 

December, 1943, and Rs. 3,911 from January, 1944, to March, 1944, on 

roads and drains. 
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(c) Does not arise. The unusually high expenditure on conservancy 
including Pumping Station made it impossible to spend more on roads and 
drains; at the same time, owing to difficulty in getting materials many 
important works could not be taken up. 

Points of information. 

Mr. HARIDAS M!AZUMDAR: Sir, I have an important ' matter to 
mention: I sent in a short-notice question. As most j^robably tfie House 
is going to be prorogued today and as it is a very import aiit question, I 
should like the Government to treat it as a very iiigent and important 
question. I also 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But wliat is it abouth 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It is m r(‘S})ec‘t ot Maulana. JVIanir- 
uzzaman Islamabtidi, M.L.A., who has beeb ])ut under arrest. 1 want to 
know whether it is a fact that the said Maulana Sahib was sull’ering from 
high blood pressure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot get an answer to a question immediately 
after putting tlie question on the floor of the House. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The public are very anxious to know the 
whereabouts of this gentleman and the jdace of his detention. As he was 
suffering from liigh blood pressure, w^e are very much anxious to know of 
his whereabouts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to know whether the Maulana 'Sahib has 
been suffering from high blood pressure and you also want to know his 
whereabouts. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, his condition of health and 
under what circumstances he was arrested. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He was arrested under the 
direction of Government of India; as far as my information goes, he has 
been taken out of Bengal and is now in the custody of the Government 
of India. 

V 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I want to know the condition of his 
health. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I liave got no information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: So it was not at the instance of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir 

Mr. HUMAYUN, KABIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state under wliat Regulation he was arrested? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Under tlie Uefewe of India 


to meiitinn MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have goi a very imjiortaiit matter 

• ,1 j ® with regard to the missing of oliildren ninnheriiift’ 49 

n September. In one month 49 children have been missing 

ft should matter ajid 

though tfiA tlie Oovernment either t;. rough the <dnema or 

ehndri^ tliat the citizens mighl be more watchful about their 

prevent this Government propose to take to 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Where were these children missing? 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In Calcutta, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja- Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I strongly protest 
against this. He had ample opportunity to put in a short-notice question 
fur eliciting information in this connection long before. I have not seen 
any question of this nature anywh^e. 

Mr. H'ARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This startling information is ^ be 
found in the Police Commissioner’s report and I think, Sir, the •Home 
Minister is in possesskm of this information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, have you put a short-notice question 
regarding this? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I have done so. As this is 
a very urgent matter, you can compel ihe Ilon’ble Minister to reply to my 
question now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, 1 find that your short-notice ques- 
tion was received only yesterday. 1 have not seen it yet. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I have already mentioned that this is a 
very important matter and the merits oi my question should compel the 
Government to give a definite answer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Honourable member 
opposite has deliberately misled the House and created a serious breach of 
privilege by making a false representation. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It is ill the Politic Commissioner’s 
report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, if you have put a short-notice 
question only yesterday, you cannot expect the Hon’ble Minister to reply 
to your question today. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It could be the subject-matter of an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That might be so ; but the proper course for you 
would have been to put a short-notice question much earlier. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 am just bringing tliis fact to our 
notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have understood your point, Mr. Mazumdar. I 
see your difficulty. You have just njeniioned that these children disajipeared 
in September last, and now we are in the third week of October 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But the Police Commissioner’s report 
was published only two days ago. So, how could 1 know beforehand? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then the proper (;ourse for you would have been to 
approach the Hon’ble Minister direct. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: They would not take any action. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of privilege. Sir. The 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister gave an undertaking in this House so far as the 
holding of public meetings and processions are concerned. He said this ban 
would apply only t the city of Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapore. Now, Sir, 
certain events have happened in the meantime which compel me to mention 
this point again. His undertaking in this House has not been implemented. 
In the press-note he repeated the suggestion that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you rose on a point of privilege. But 
what you say is not a question of privilege. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, if it is not a question of privilege, 
it is a poiift of information. However, Sir, in Munsbiganj the immersion 
)f Hurga could not take place due to an order by tbe De])iity Magistrate 
;hat no procession could be taken out tbougli there was an erder unde¥ section 
144 by the Additional District Magistrate that Muslims should be prevented 
[rom creating breach of the peace during the immersion. If tbe undertaking 
)y the Chief Minister bad been carried out, this tiling would not have 
lappened. I want to know from the Chief Minister whether be is ready and 
editing now to fulfil the undertaking and allow tbe immersion to take place 
,n Munsbiganj. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I bid the House the 
)tber day that the statement of tbe honourable member was not correct and 
[ rtpeat that today. 1 challenge him to read out the ]>ress e.ommuuique 
vhere it says that Dacca was not included or let! out 

Mr. LALlT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before be pro(‘(‘eds tint her, T will 
'ead out tbe press-note : “A Bengal Government Press-Note states that the 
’epublication of an Order under the Defence of India Rules dealing with 
mblic meetings has caused some misunderstandings. Government wish to 
nake it clear that the re-issue of this Order has not (dianged the position 
^dth regard to the holding of meetings, assemblies or pro(‘cssi(ms and that 
dthough the Order empowers the Commissioner ol' Ibdice, ('alcutl.i, and 
District and Subdivisional Magistrates to enquire that wriilen notice be 
:iven of tbe intention to hold meetings, assemblies or jirocessions oi‘ that 
irevious permission in writing be taken to hold such gatherings general 
)rders to this effect are in fact in force only in Calcutta and the district of 
3ac(\‘i and Midnapore. In all otlier areas, instiaictiojis have b(‘en given to 
District Magistrates that no general Order requiring notice of or permission 
o liold or orgaiiise or fake 2)art in meetings, assemblies or pro(‘essions shall 
)e issued and that orders requiring notice of or permission to bold sindi 
“atherings should be*' issued in particular ('ases only wlnm the District 
lagistraj.e consider^ for good and sullicient reason that the exercise of this 
lower has become necessary for tbe maintenance of publi(' peace. “The 
ttention of the District Magistrate is again being drawn to these instruc- 
ions.” 

Here is a definite and clear instruciion that except in tbe city of 
Calcutta and the districts of Dacca and Midnapore 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sii* NAZIMUDDIN: I thought, Sir, that the 
lonourable member would sjjot out the mistake but he could not. This 
rdcr refers t(^ the condition which existed at the time and it is definitely 
lentioned that instructions are going to be issued to tlie District Magistrates 
ointing out only the city of Dacca will be inclmled under the ban. 

(At this stage Mr. Das took the notification to the Chair for his perusal.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a question of interprelation of the Govern- 
lent order. I think the best course for you would be to meet tbe ITon’ble 
linister to find out what is his interjiretation and to mention wh^ are your 
uggestions. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is only fair tliut I 
hould try to explain to the House where Mr. Has was making a mistake, 
he honourable member did. not take the trouble of reading the whole noti- 
cation 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I read the whole thing 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It was not issued at the time 
men this thing was done. This notification was published a day after the 
commitment was made by me in the Council Chamber. The Opposition 
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members were not satisfied with my assurance and therefore this com- 
munique was published reiterating the position^ as it stood, ami it clearly 
stated that the attention of the District Magistrates are again being drawn 
to the fact that the restriction order will only apnly to the city of Dacca 
and not to the rest of the Dacca district. So I hope the House will see that 
I am correct. 

How, Sir, about Munsliigunj affair. Here again, as I stated previously, 
we have left the discretion to the District Magistrates that where they 
consider that the holding of a meeting or a procession is likely to lead to 
a breach of the peace, there tliey are. still entitled lo stop meetings and pro- 
cessions' and they can do so only by previously notifying the })arti{‘s. It is 
for this reason that w*e did not agree to withdraw the ban altogether from 
the Province. The order is there but the executi¥e instrindions .are that 
the restrictive order is not to be used unless the local officers are of the opi- 
nion that the holding of a })arficu]ar meeting or taking out of a pariicuiiar 
procession is likely to lead to breach of the peace — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I explain the whole lliing? 
Here is a clash of tv^o orders — one order by the Additional District Magis- 
trate of Dacca and the serving of notice under section 144 prohibiting the 
holding of all meetings and then there is a counter-order by the Subdivi- 
fiional Officer of Munshiganj to the effect that the immersion could not 
take place owing to the order banning all processions. We want an expla- 
nation as to how there could be this counter-order against the order of tJie 
Additional District Magistrate: Tlie Hon’bh' Home Ministi'i ha,^ not 
replied to that. Will the Hon’ble tlie Chief Minister give an answer to Ilje 
point as to why the order of the Additional Magistrafe warn not carried 
out and how is it that the Subdivision a 1 Officer of Munshiganj is obstruct- 
ing that order? e 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In reply io Mr. Das^ may I say 
that 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have not asked y^i ibis (luesfion but 1 
have addressed this question to the Chief Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Chowdluiry, I do not tliink yon need enter into 
a debate over this matter. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: May T rise on a point of personal 
explanation, Sir? The Hon’ble tlic Home Minister in re])ly io a eerjain 
reiijiark from me made the observation that I was delil^eraiid \ misleading 
the' House. I remember an occasion wlien facts weic based on (lie ('nhi'lla 
Gazette and one Ilon’ble Minister told the House thai it was a ialse sfaie- 
ment or something like that. ll(‘re also my remark vas ba^ed on the Toliee 
Commissioner’s Deport, and still it is described as a false staleTiumi. \, 
tlierefore, propose, that the Hoji’ble Minisicu' should wilhdrau Jiis reuiark; 
otherwise I would be bound to say that be too has made a false staienu'nt. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDBN: 1 think 1 sliould make the 
jiosition nJcair. W)ien I said ilial it was a false siatenient 1 did not refer to 
the report about disappearance of ibe eluldren from Caleutia, but I 
was referring to the matter about the shori-notiec (pu'siion. 1 said lli.ii the 
honourable member was misleading the House by saying that lit' had gham 
notice of the short-notice question long ago but thai- Government had not 
cared to answer it. His remark gave us to understand, gaA^e every honour- 
able member of this House to understand, that the short-notice question 
had been put by ..im long ago and that the Minister concerned did not 
answer it. Let the honourable members opposite honestly say wliat AvaA 
their impression and let the Hon’ble tlie Piusident also say what his 
impression was. The impression no doubt was that that question was put 
long ago and that the Minister would take about a year to answer. On 
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enquiry it was, however, revealed that the question was put only yesterday 
and that it had not been seen even by tho Hon’ble President. It w^as then 
that I said that the honourable membor had deliberately misled the House. 

Mr^ HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I may refer to the fact that in many 
cases short-notice questions were pending* before the Ministrj^ for more than 
two or three months. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There should be an end to that discussion now. 
There are other motions before the House Mr. Mukherjee. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Before I move my adjourn- 
ment motion, may I rise on a. question of privileged 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: May I ask if the remark made by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister was dignified? Should he not witlidj’aw it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Points of Privilege. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, my point of privilege is 
this : There is a rumour afloat that the present Council Session is going to 
be prorogued. I would like to point out that this will seriously aft'ect the 
privilege of the members of the House in view of the fact that several 
adjourninent motions have been already tabled and you, yourself, Sir, were 
pleased to state that most of them dealt with matters of urgent public 
importance and should be discussed in the House. Adjournment motions 
have to be admitted by the President before they can be moved formally. 
Adjournment motions are allowed by the President strictly in accordance 
with the rules prescribed by them. They are first admitted and then, 
according to our convention, fixed for discussion one after another. Only 
one adjournment motion can be discussed in one day. Following that pro- 
cedure we have been discussing the adjournment motions. Now we have 
come to a position where there is no further Government business to be 
transacted and a rumour is afloat that the Council is going to be prorogued 
today. Tlierefore, I would request you to consider the matter and allow 
the adjournment motions to be moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hoes that question arise today? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: If after today’s sitting the 
House is prorogued, li Avould seriously affect the privilege of the House. 
Wc shall not be able to discuss all the adjournment motions. (Laughter 
from the Treasury benches.) This is no question of laughter. I feel 
ashamed* that responsible people should be laughing when people in the 
province are dying for want of food and medicine and the Opposition is 
prevented from criticising the attitude of the Government with regard to these 
matters. At any rate, we want that the rules should be followed and 
you should allow us to have the admissibility of the adjournment 
motions considered before allowing any further business of the day to be 
gone into. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position is this. Prorogation of the House is 
done under the orders of His Excellency the Governor apd if he passes an 
order in his discretion, I do not think anyone in this House can question 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: M^hat I am saving is this. 
His Excellency is acting on the advice of his Council of Ministers and as 
was done in the case of the Lower House, this House, I think, is also going 
to be prorogued on the plea of want of any Government business. There are 
adjournment motions which should have been admitted today and therefore 
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there is business still to be carried on and so the House should not be pro- 
rogued. I want to draw the attention of His Excellency as well as of his 
advisers, the Council of Ministers, to the fact that as there is still ^onie non- 
official business before the House, it ought not to be prorogued. This is 
a serious question affecting the privilege of the members of this House. 
Iherefore, I think that you should not fritter a\say the rights of the Opposi- 
tion members. I would not have raised this question if there were no 
adjoiirnment motions to be discussed. Sir, practice cannot override a lawi 
and if the construction of rule 99 permits the admission of all adjournment 
motions to be disposed of and the fixing of dates for discussion thereon, 
that ought to be done today. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the prorogation order passed by His 
hxceliency the Governor under the instruction of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister? 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Prorogation order is issued by His Excellency the 
Governor in his discretion, 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I want to know whether the 
Ministers have given their advice or information that there is no business 
before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should understand that there is difference 
between ‘‘discretion’^ and “advice”. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My point is that His Excellency must 
have been informed that there is no business. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, 1 want your decision on 
the question of privilege which I have raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards your point of privilege, I would like 
to consider it first and then give my decision. This House has been follow- 
ing certain practice for some time and if that practice has to be upset, I 
must take time to consider the matter more thoroughly. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I have a point of privilege. I may draw 
your attention 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mukherjee, you are losing your 
chance to move your adjournment motion. 

"Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, my point of privilege is a very serious 
one. In this House there is no provision for any member to question the 
decision of the President and it is not my intention to question in any way 
the decision whicli you took yesterday. But I simply Avant to draw your 
attention to the rnanner in which the privilege of this House w'as infring’ed 
yesterday at the time when the third reading of the Bill was very suddenly - 
brought to a close. I mention this fact for your consideration. I will 
not question your decision, but 1 want you to consider that under the rules, 
a closure motion cai^ only be put when there has been a complete and fair 
cUscussion. Even if there be a motion for closure, it is not imperative for 
the President to put the motion immediately. He has got to satisfy himself 
that there has been full and fair discussion on the matter. Then ^and then 
alone can the question he put. On the third reading of the Bill only one 
or two Opposition members spoke. One of them was an independent 
member, I mean, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukher^e was speaking when the' discussion was brought abruptly to a 
mose. ^c>u kno^% Sir, in the Opposition there are more than three parties. 

I he other parties which are represented in the Opposition had not taben 
part m the dehLeration on the motion for the third reading of the Bill. 
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You know, with your experience as a parlianienlarian, that at the third 
reading many questions can be raised,, which are not discussed in the second 
reading stage or even at the introduction stage of a Bill. I want you to 
consider whether in these circumstances your action did not stifle the 
discussion 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Eabir, I* have understood 3 'our point. I am 
very glad that you have raised the point. I can quite see that there is some 
amount of misunderstanding on this matter. It is my desire that there 
should be no misunderstanding between myself and any section of the House. 
It has always been my endeavour from the very beginning of iny assumption 
of office to see that there is no such feeling, l.et me jow explain the posi- 
tion. The Bill could have been passed day before yesterday. When the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill moved the third reading of the Bill 
there was only one speech from the ()])posiiioii, namely, lliat of Khan 
Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad and all the other ()])positi()n benches were 
empty — (Mr. Humayun Kabtr : For a parthuilar reason which you know) 
and it was I who in order to give the Opposition a chance to take part in 
the third reading of the Bill postponed the debate till yesterday. Now, 
yesterday, Mr. B. K. Eoy Chowdhury si)oke first, then llai Sahib J. N. Eay, 
and thereafter Mr. Bankim Chandra Muklierjee spoke for neaily half an 
hour. T found there was no other Opposition member except yourself. So, 
out of four members in the Opposition three membcTs liad already spoken 
including Mr. Bankim Chandra Muklierjee. Only you were there and there 
was no other member in the Ojjposition to sj)eak. In those circumstances 
when the question was i)ut, I had no other alternative but to infer that the 
Opposition did not like to take advantage which I wanted to give. It was 
clear that the Opposition was taking no interest in the debate whatsoever. 
It there were some more members to speak, certainly I would have given them 
opportunity. Therefore, 1 hope you appreciate the facd ihat it was only 
to give a chance to the Opposition to si)eak that I adjourned the House the 
other day although it would have been perfectly regular for the Chair to 
have concluded the debate on the third reading of the Bill on the 2drd of 
October, 1944, shortly after the motion had been moved bv the Hon’ble the 
iOnance Minister. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: M.iy I sav one (liino bv 
way oi personal explanation? The point ot personal explanation is this 
nat when you pointed out to me that I had sjmken for halt an hour and so 
I must stop, I said that if I repeated or if I was irrelevant you would stop 
_me. As a matter of f.,. [ was joins’ to dis(mss in tlie very next sentence 

j ^ ^^o.t question of constitutional law but vou did not ullow me 

to (continue. I wanted a few minutes^ time to finisb my speech but you did 
^^d A 7 /Ul^efore 1 proteste.l against vonr net ion and 

t^e mldd):T "'7 “ that you gagged me in 

trie mitldJc of my speech yesterday. 

allowed you wanted to continue your speech, I 

ffb FaHd,uht7”\ r"®i^'"Y alter thit Khan 

pyj anduddin Alimad got up and moved the motion that the question he 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: When he said that vou 

di<fnU*7aA''Th 7’^'^ 4™’ “V* “"'^herjee finish his speech”. But vou 
s^ee? ^ gagged me' in the middle of 'my 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to the remark made 
oy you a few minutes ago that we were not taking any interest in ‘:he 
debate and that we were sitting outside the Chamber, I may say that here 
tJie question of interest does not arise at all and thal we were \ittem])ting 
o bring the members of. the Government' Party under our control by 
arguments. " 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a novel argument, Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That is a, very good argument. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the situation that has arisen out of the action 
of the District Magistrate of Murshidabad prohibiting the municipality of 
Berhami^ur from seizing or destroying unwholesome food under the provi- 
sions of the Bengal Municipal Act. 

Sir, the circumstances in which a similar motion was disallowed has 
already been stated by you ycsicrday, and 1 need not repeat them. I would 
refer the honourable members of this House and also you, Sir, to the provi- 
sions of the Bengal Muni(‘i]>a] Act, section 427, and the junvisions of sec- 
tions 428, 429 and 440. 1 hope, Sir, tJiat tlm honourabJe members of this 

House would realise and the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of tlie Department 
of Civil Supplies should also realise that the provisions of the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act authorise the local municipalities for the protection of the con- 
sumers within tlie muni(dpalities to ac4 under the provisions of the Local 
Self-Government Act, and tJiere is a regular system provided for the ana- 
lysis of the sample of food taken by the municipality foi examination. As 
far as possible, they also remedy the cases of unlawful or malicious inter- 
ference with the normal trade by the ofiicers of the Munici])ality because 
they have got a very ample safeguard left with them. In that order of ihe 
District Magistrate it is stated in the preamble that it was ne(*essary for 
maintaining supplies and services essential to the life of the community, I 
would like, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister of Civil Supplies to say whether by 
compelling the consumer to purchase unwdiolesome articles of food it would 
serve the purpose as indicated in the order. The order is said io have been 

E romulgated in exercise of the ])Owers conferred iipon the District Magistrate 
y a gazette notification No. 4000 P., dated the 0th April, 1942, under rule 
81(2) of the Defence of India Rules; the order of the Magistrate refers 1o 
Chapter XIX of the Bengal Municipal Act which contains the sections 1 
have quoted above. The order states that in the absence of specific and 
clear directions by the Magistrate in exercise of the powers conferred on 
him no seized stocks can be deemed to be the property of the Commissioners 
and therefore no question of any paylnent to the muTiicii)ality for making 
over the stocks in compliance wdth this order can arise. Now, Sir, I would 
refer the honourable members to the provisions once more, to section 427(^) 
of the Bengal Munioi])al Act and say that it provides that if after insj^ec- 
tion by the authorities prosecution is lodged under this Chapter the burden 
of proving that the article of food wl|ich was ihe subject-matter of enquiry 
was not intended for human consumption should rest with the party c, barg- 
ed. Now, if you look to section 431(7), you will fiifd that if the article of 
food seized under section 428 is not destroyed by consent under section 
429(7) the article has to be taken before a Magistrate as soon as may be alter 
such seizure and then action wdll be taken under sub-se(dions (2) and ( 3 ) 
in case the article of food be found by the Magistrate to be unwholesome or 
not. Therefore there is a wLolesome safeguard in this regard. The muni- 
cipal authorities can take steps but that is subject to tJie judgment of a 
Magistrate. There was also a safeguard for the supplier in case there is 
unlawful interference by a municipality wdth tlie samples of food which 
are really not unwholesome. The municipality of Berhami)ore seized some 
samples of food products which were found to be unw’holesome and wanted 
to seize or destroy them in terms of the provisions of Chapter XIX of the 
Municipal Act. Th. order prohibits the Chairman from doing so and the 
Chairman is compelled by reason of that oi’der to deliver all articles seized 
up to the date of the promulgation of the order, namely, the 24th of August, 
1944, to the Additional Director of Civil Supplies of that Circle, or for 
disposal according to the orders of the Magistrate. The order no doubt 
exempts unsound and unwholesome food as are kept for sale direct to 
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consuixiers living in the municipal area. I would submit that the provisions , 
of the Bengal Municipal Act do not make any exception wuth reference to 
any stocks kept anywhere within the limi+'t of any municipal area as long as 
it IB proved that they are kept for purposes of human consumption and it is 
intended for sale to the public. I think it cannot be denied that these stocks 
lying with the officer mentioned in the order ^were kept for human consump- 
tion, and were therefore liable to be dealt with under the provisions of 
section 427 of the Bengal Municipal Act. The order, therefore, clearly 
prohibits the Chairman from functioning in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act. Under the provision of section 4-12 of the Act if any article 
of food had been found to be unfit for human cousi:mption and if any 
authority directs in exercise of the powers conferred by Chapter 19 of the 
Act the destruction of that article of food then tlmt article becomes the 
property of the commissioners of the municii)aJity. In tJje present instance, 
the municipality of Berhampore had seized articles of food j)ossessed by the 
authority mentioned in the order and they were found io be unfit for human 
consumption and the municipality intended to take })roceedings under the 
provisions of Chapter 19 of the Act, for the purpose of d'^stroying the articles 
in terms of section 4d2 of the Act. The order, therefore, 1 repeat, (dearly 
purports to prevent the municipality from seizing or destroying unwliole- 
some food in terms of this seedion of the Bengal Municipal Act. Let me 
now consider as to whether the order lias been promulgated in terms of the 
order conferred on the District Magistrate by section 81(2) as published in 
the “Calcutta Gazette” notification. The preamble to the order indicates 
that it was necessary in the interest of services and supj)lies to tlie community 
that there should be no interference wdth tliem by any municii)aliiy in the 
district. Now I would submit that it is clear that the power of Die District 
Magistrate of promulgating an order of the nature in question is by virtue 
of necessity as indicated in the ])reamble to the order. J1 has been pointed 
out in several decisions of the High Courts in India and particularly in ilie 
case of Banowarilal Eoy relating to tlu^ order of supersession of the Howrah 
Municipality by the Government of Bengal that it is not enough that tlm 
Older should be passed under colour of the power conferred; that must be 
done in actual exercise of it and no power is conferred to make such order 
in bad faith or any abuse of the Act or any abuse of the power or for the 
purpose of effecting a fraud on the Act and it is necessary to ascertain the 
issues for the purpose of determining whether the order has been made in 
the exercise of the power conferred by the Act and not merely in colourable 
exercise of such power. Now, Sir, if it is a fact that the articles of food 
were found to be unwhn]( .some and unfit for human consumption, I -would 
submit that it cannot ue asserted that if the municipality wanted to seize 
the stocks and deal with them in accordance with the provisions of the 
Bengal Municipal Act they would any way affect the maintenance of supplies 
and services essential to the life of the' community. On the contrary, I 
would assert that the action of the Municipality in .seizing such stock was 
really intended to save the life of the community and save the people resid- 
ing within the municipality of Berhampore ' from being supplied with 
unwholesome products of food. It is therefore clear that the power was 
exercised not in the exercise of the power but in colourable exercise of the 
power and was really a fraud on the Act and on the charge that it was really 
mtended for the purpose of detecting that the Government stocks had been 
damaged and deteriorated and were unfit for human consumption and sliould 
not be allowed to be sent to the retail shops or to privjite shopkeepers 
lor sale direct to consumers in bazar or black markets within muni- 
cipal area. I submit the Government has no ifight to ni event 
the municipality from seizing the stocks wBh the officers nien- 

^ unwholesome and 

unfit tor human consumption. It is now notorious, Sir, that in various 

officers of the demonstration indicated in the 
the District Magistrate of Berhampore have been damaged and 
enderecT unfit for human consumption and the municipalities should not 
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be prohibited from preventing the Government officers from distributing 
such unwholesome foodstuffs. Only the other day in the District of Birbhum 
within the municipality of 8uri large stocks of unwliolesome food were sent 
out for distribution among the retail shopkeepers and when they were found 
to be unwholesome they were thrown away in several ponds with the result 
that even the fish in the pon^s having consumed the unwholesome foods 
died and were seen floating on the surface of the ponds after the unwhole- 
some food have been thrown into them. 1 hope. Sir, that I have said enough 
for the purpose of condemning the action of the District Magistrate of 
Berhampore and if this is the policy pursued by the present Government, 
I hope the Government would immediately withdraw these orders and see 
that the municipalities within the province of Bengal are allowed to func- 
tion in accordance with the provisions of Bengal Municipal Act. The muni- 
cipality of Serampore seized some articles of foodstuff' and were of oi)inion 
that they were unwholesome. There was a widespread epidemic disease 
soon after the consumption of these foods. Bir, as a matter of fact this 
question is very important. Only the other day we found that a very good 
business is being (Carried on in the jn-ovince of Bengal by the Civil Supplies 
Department. They are selling or advertising to sell unwliolesome goods 
(wheat) to the public, the price being Es. 4 per maund. The persons who 
purchased that wheat managed to take delivery of good wheat from the 
Government stocks and again sold them to the Civil Supiilies Department, 
thereby making a profit of about Es. 48,000 in a single day. This sort of 
thing is very ^d and the Civil Supplies Department should not be allowed 
to be its own judge. If the municipal authorities — 1 mean the sanitary 
officers and the persons wdio draw samples — deal in an unfair way,' there are 
provisions in the Bengal Municipal Act to check that. Therefore, Sir, 
Government has done a serious thing in allowing the District Magistrate 
to promulgate the order prohibiting the municipality from drawing samjiles 
from the Government stores when they are unwholesome. With these few 
words, Sir, I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion moved: That this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent })ublic imiiortauce,* namely, 
the situation that has arisen out of the action of the Disiri(*t Magistrate,' 
Mursbidabad, prohibiting the municipality of Berhampore from seizing or 
destroying unwholesome food under the provisions of the Bengal Municijial 
Act.' 

Mr. HARIPAS MAZUMDAR; Sir, I beg to sujiport the motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. He has fully explained 
the position with regard to this matter. Yesterday the HoiCble the Home 
Minister stated in connection with the report of the Howrah affairs enquiry 
committee that I would be badly disappointed. But, Sir, disappointment 
is the order of the day, W^e have been disappointed in reg'ard to the supply 
of wholesome foodstuffs to the people; we have been disapi)ointed in regard 
to the distribution of foodstuff's all over the prvince ; we have been 
disappointed in regard to the administration of the Defence of India Eules 
and Ordinances; we have been disappointed with regard to the day-tn-day 
administration. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8 . Suiiiiawakdy. What oratory 
what moratory !) Disappointment is writ large on the forehead of this 
unfortunate province from the day when this Ministry took the gadi and 
we shall not be surprised when the Chief Minister tells us that we shall 
be disappointed this time also. But, Sir, what is at the root of these exe- 
cutive illegal acts? It is simply due to the bungling of the Ministers due 
to the mismanagement of the Ministers. Now, under the Defence of India 
Eules and ^her Ordinance they want to gag the public. Taking those 
Eules and Ordinances under their el^bow they are introducing lawless laws 
in the countrv Nobody knows what happens behind the screen. We have 
repeatedly to.d the Ministry on the floor of thi» House and outside not once 
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or twice or thrice but a hundred times that they should try by every means 
to supply the people with really good foodstuffs and that the rationing 
system become a success. In some of the ration shops the relation of the 
Hon^ble Ministers have been provideu or some eontra(‘ts have been given 
to their relations. All this is being done to shield the misdeeds of the 
Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Mazumdar, you better come to the subject- 
matter of this motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This is the sub jeci -matter, Sir. These 
municipalities are not given a free hand to work ^'nder tlie provisions of 
the very law under which they exist, and wliy!'^ Because they want to 
screen the misdeeds ot their colleagues. They have made millions out of 
these foodstuffs. They stocked toodstuffs which have Ix'conu' unfit for human 
consumption due to their own worthlessness. 1 brought in another adjourn- 
ment motion but that motion would not come u]) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not tiling:, Mr. Maznmdar, >ou can refer to 
that. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I can give a substance of that motion 
by way of illustration. These municipalities practically have been made 
to feel that these Ministers are tryiiig to do things which ought not to 
have been done and that they are doing tl)es(‘ things through the instru- 
mentality of the executive officers of the district. Tliat is the impression. 
Sir, that we have got about our Ministers. AVith these words, L supi)ort 
the motion and those wdio are fair-minded and those who know that justice 
should be done in all fairness should also su])port it. AVith these words, 
Sir, I commend this motion to the ac(‘eptance of the House. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 wnint to speak a few wT)rds on this 
motion, and I would like, first of all, to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned to the fact 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Ilon’ble Minister is slee])ing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I protest against the 
remark that I w^as sleeping, I was not sleeping at all. I w^as simply in 
pain when Mr. Haridas Alazumdar was speaking. 


Mr, HUMAYUN S4ABIR: AYell, Sir, the jmint which I want to place 
for the consideration of this House is that we have been discussing this 
kind of question time and again, 1 think the members, both on this side 
of the House and on tln^ other, will agree that all is not w^ell in this Province. 
I will not at this sta^ attempt to apportion any blame. There is blame 
no doubt, and probably the Hon’ble Ministers who are responsible for this 
serious state of affairs know where the blame lies. I would. Sir, draw the 
attention of the House especially to what we can do at the present stage 
in order to improve the state of affairs in which we are unfortunately placed 


I think, Sir, that it is the experience all over the province that there 
IS great shortage and that there are great difficulties of the people. AA^hat 
adds to the injury and the sdnse of injury is that at a later stage it is 
lound that foodstuffs were there, but they were not forthcoming at the time 
ot the need of the people. Only a lew days ago, we found a report in 
the papers that at Narayangunj about 80,000 mnunds of wffiolesome food 
had been allowed to rot 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 

^•tibject-niatter of discussion today? 


Is it relevant, Sir, to the 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The Hon’ble Minister will have his chance 
of replying to these points. I do not yield to him unless it is on a point of 
order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I submit that this is most irrelevant to the question of the rights of the 
municipalities, and so I do not undertake to answer that sort of reference 
that found place in the papers regarding unwholesome food here, there and 
in Narayangunj. This is not the subject-matter of the adjournment motion 
of today 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it ill-suits the Hon’ble Minister to 
adopt a lecturing attitude 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Because it is false 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If it is false, you can say so ; but it is not 
for you to lecture 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir, I hope you will kindly try 
to confine yourself as far as possible to the actual subject-matter of dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I' shall not say anything irrelevant at 
all. If the Hon’ble Minister has the sense of understanding ;what I say, 
he will see that the remarks which I have made are absolutmy relevant to 
the subject-matter for discussion. In the Berhampore municipality, the 
question of requisition came uj? because food rotted and because food became 
unwholesome 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies left the Chamber.) 
Sir, 1 refuse to proceed if the Hon’bJe Minister walks out in this way. It 
is an insult not only to the speaker but also to the President of the House 
as well as to the House itself, if in the midst of a speech the Hon’ble 
Minister turns his back on the President and walks out of the House. 

(There was no Minister on the Treasury Bench.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There should be at least somebody here to repre- 
sent (joverunient. Where is the Government!^ 

(Cries of ‘there is no Government,’ let the House be adjourned.) 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY (Parliamentary 
Secretary): Perhaps the Hon’ble Minister will return very soon. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy and Mr. Tarak Nath 
Mukerjea entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: As I was stating a moment ago, if the 
Hon’ble Minister will have patienc^e, he will find tha^ the remarks I quoted 
from the j^apers were absolutely relevant to the subject. There is no ques- 
tion on my part of trying to be '‘as far as possible” relevant, Sir; I am 
wholly relevant. This is the only question that we are discussing here 
today, namely, as to whether the executive autjrorities are justified in 
taking recourse to the Defence of India Buies or any other similar rules in 
order to prevent the municipalities and other local bodies from doing their 
duty. It is imperative on the municipalities to see that unwholesome food 
is not supplied to the people in their respective areas, to see that Govern- 
ment do not force upon the people in their areas rotten stuff. Therefore, 
Sir, this question of unwholesome food is absolutely relevant to the subject- 
matter under discussion. 

As I was saying, Sir, 1 did not intend that this particular motion should 
be discussed in an attitude of party spirit; but I regret to find that the 
Hon’ble Minister is unable to rise above a partisan spirit. Therefore, even 
when suggestions are made for his consideration, — I stated at the very outset 
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hat 1 was only concerned with finding out methods for preventing the 
itate of affairs now prevailing, — he cannot take them in a proper sj^irit. He 
B the victim of the partisan spirit which has characterised his activities up 
ill now. In great chagrin he left the Chamber like a school boy reprimand- 
ed by his teacher, not only in a partisan spirit but also in a spirit of 
rresponsibility. I did not expect this from a senior politician like him — 

?or he ought to remembei that he is no longer so young as he was ; in fact, 
ie occupies a senior position among the politicians of the day. Besides, he 
las gifts which, if they were used for the service of the country, would do 
^reat good. 

MTi PRESIDENT: Mr. Kahir, I do not think you are quite relevant; 
jTou should confine yourself to the subject-matter of the motion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Quite so. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But for some moment you had become absolutely 
rrelevant. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But you should also control the irrelevancies 
)f the Ministers. They shduld certainly be prepared to bear yrith remarks 
which their conduct extorts. 

However, Sir, I was saying that the present position in Bengal has 
been created by abuse of power. The case of Berhampore is only one instance 
[)f such abuse. We have found that large stocks of foodstuffs were damaged 
in Narayangunj, the report about which the Civil Supplies Minister now 
says is false and incorrect. If it is incorrect, then he should see that 
those reports are not published in the press. He should take steps to see 
that such incorrect statements are not allowed to be made with impunity. 
Then again, we find that there is executive interference with the duties of 
the local bodies, whether at Berhampore or at Calcutta. We find that 
in the case of the Calcutta Corporation where it made an attempt to find 
[)ut from tests and examination the quality of food supplied by Government, 
the Government became afraid of such examination. Government will not 
allow the Calcutta Corporation to test the quality of the foodstuffs. All 
these, 1 say, are . instances of the executive attempting to conceal or hide 
the actual state of aft'airs. How can we remedy that? First of 
all, the present Ministers denied shortage. Valuable time was thus lost. 

I. a ter, they bestirred themselves and I will concede that the Hon’ble Minister 
attempted with some success to get food from outside. To that extent he 
deserves commendatoin. But after that food was brought, how was it 
utilised? Was it distributed in proper time? Was it used in a way which 
was to the greatest advantage of the people of the province? Or was the 
situation mismanaged and bungled whether on account of political or other 
reasons, I will not say here? Unfortunately, the impassee through which 
the province is passing now makes one suspect that there were political 
reasons for which the Hon’ble l^inister bungled in distribution after he 
had succeeded in bringing supplies to the province. Sir, he has himself 
admitted and often stated that such questions — the question of food — should 
be discussed from a point of view which is altogether free from partisanship. 
I would ask him to remember that principle himself 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Your [time is up. 

The Hon»bIe Mr. H. S. 8U H R AWARD Y: Mr. President, Sir, I propose 
to ignore the remarks of the member who has spoken last, as I consider 
thein to be wholly irrelevant and waste of the valuable time oi the House. 
I will confine myself to the motion itself. I wish to state. Sir, that, I have 
nothing to add to the statement which I made on tne first occasion. I do 
not know under what circumstances this motion has been allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Suhrawardy. You can not refer 
to that. 

225 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I am not raising that point. 1 
do not know why it has been allowed and the statement which I made on the 
first occasion still stands. There has been a certain amount of misunder- 
standing regarding the powers of the municipality and the circumstances 
under which this order came to be passed. I have now before me a fuller 
report of the District Magistrate which was not in my hand at that time 
when the question first came up for consideration. The honourable members 
may remember that I read from a telegram which I had received. The 
motion says that the District Magistrate of Murshidabad has passed an order 
prohibiting the municipality from seizing or destroying unwholesome food 
under the provisions ol the Bengal Municipal Act. My contention will 
be that the Magistrate has done nothing of the kind and that he has left 
unim2)air(’d the powers of the municipality under the Bengal Municipal 
Act. It was my contention at that time that the District Magistrate had 
not in any way interfered with the powers of the municipality nor did he 
intend to do so. Mr. Mukherjee said that so long as — and this is the 
crux of th. e whoie arguiue]i1— the food is intended for human consumption 
the powers of the municipalities are attracted. Mr. Mukherjee says, and 
he bases his entire argument ujmn his statem<ent, “that it could not be 
denied that the stock was meant for human consumption’’. Therefore he 
says that as it was meant for human consumption, under section 427 of 
the Bengal Municipal Act the municipality had the power to take samples 
and thereafter proceed under the various sections. Now, the contention 
of the Magistrate is that the stock to which his order referred cannot be 
said, at the moment the seizure was made, to have been meant for human 
consumption and consequently the powers of the municipality under 
section 427 were not attracted and therefore there has been no interference 
with the powers of the municipality. The honourable members should 
realise that the stock that was seized was the stock of foodgrains in the 
2)Ossession of (fovernnuuit stockists before they wore distributed to retailers 
for the purpose of human consumption. The honourable members know 
and it appeared in the papers on several occasions that the stocks in the 
hands of stockists had on occasions been destroyed by Government. 
Government examine stocks from time to time and pass some for human 
consumption, some for cattle consumption and some for industrial purposes 
for sizing and destroy the rest. Therefore, the mere fact that there are 
foodgrains in the j30Ssession of Government stockists does not mean that 
all the foodgrains are for human consumption. I Jiope this is clear to the 
honourable members. The entire argument of Mr. Mukherjee, the entire 
basis of his motion is “that it could not be denied that the sto(‘k was meant 
for human consumption,” and that the Magistrate prohibited the muni- 
cipality from seizing or destroying the unwholesome food. But until the 
food is distributed to the retailers, it cannot be said that Government intend- 
ed that the stock should go for human consumption. It is for that reason that 
the Magistrate in the course of his order made it quite clear that the muni- 
cipality could proceed against the stocksr in the hands of retailers and 
could seize them; but they could not seize the stocks from Government 
stockists unless they are distributed for human consumption. The Magis- 
trate did not prevent the seizure of unsound or unwholesome food which 
might be lying at the retail shops or with private wholesalers in the bazar 
or in the blackmarkets within the municipal area. The municipalities have 
always full powers to seize stocks in the hands of the private shopkeepers. 

Mr. HA RIDAS MAZUMDAR: On a, point of information, Sir. May 
I know why foodgra’ s were not allowed to be taken by the Calcutta Cor- 
poration people from ration shops for the purposes of examination 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, Sir, this does not 
arise out of this debate, but as the honourable member needs the informa- 
tion, I will give it to him. In the case of the Calcutta Municipality all 
orders on the subject are governed by the rationing order and under the 
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rationing order no one wlio is not in possession of a ration card can go 
^nd take stocks from the ration shops.. It has got nothing to do with the 
powers of the municipalities. 

Now, Sir, it is clear that the order is with respect to such stocks about 
which the municipalities are not supposed to do anything, because they 
do not know whether such stocks should be sold to tlie consumers within 
the municipal area or whether, the whole or part of it will be destroyed 
or used for purposes other than human consumption. Consequently, the 
Magistrate was entirely right in taking steps against the action of the 
municipality. ** 

As 1 pointed out on the last occasion, out of 13,000 maunds which means 
6,500 bags, 7 samples were taken and on the basis of the analysis of 7 
samples it was decided that the entire 13,000 maunds should be condemned 
and that the municipality should get hold of it and that it should become 
the property of the municipality much to the advantage of the municipality. 
That was a thing, Sir, which the Government could not stand, namely, what 
is loss to the Government should he the profit of the municipality. In 
• storage, sales to agents, etc., there should be no inter t'erence from the 
municipalities.'.! want that the honourable members will listen to me. I 
want that there should be no misunderstanding regarding this, for I agree 
with the view that in the matter of storage there should be no interference 
from the municipalities : otherwise if by taking a few samples they can 
declare huge stocks as being unwholesome, it will be impossible to manage 
supplies in the district. There are large stocks of Government stores in 
Dacca and Narayangimj ; but the Dacca and Narayanganj municipalities 
cannot go and take samples from those stocks and condemn all the 8 lakhs of 
maunds of rice which we have stocked in Dacca. 

Then, I submit, Sir, that the District Magistrate was entirely right in 
preventing the municipality from taking illegal action. 

Sir, reference has been made by some honourable members to a report 
wliich has appeared in a particular paper regarding certain maunds of 
wheat which subsequently has been found to be good. It is stated therein 
that this wlieat has been re-sold to civil supplies at Es. 20 and so much 
money has been gained. Now, Sir, I have caused an enquiry to be instituted; 
but I have not got the report as .yet 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Please do not prejudice the report. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, after all we are dealing 
with a large number of persons who are stockists and agents and nobody can 
expect that there would be no corruption anywhere. But it is our duty as 
soon as such cases of cormption are brought to our notice to take steps at 
once. But I say that this information is being subjected to enquiry but I 
do not exactly know bow it could have got into the press; it is possible that 
the wheat might have been changed in course of transit; but the news that 
the Civil Supplies should have purchased it back at Es. 20 a maimd is rather 
surprising, because we are not purchasing wheat at all. I do not understand 
how that report has got into the press. 

W**" HARIO/vs MAZUMDARSf WilT fhe result of the enquiry see the 
light of day? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Oh, yes, cei ainly. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir I would like to say 
a tew words in reply to the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies. I find 
tnat he has taken up a brief on behalf of the District Magistrate of Mur- 
ehirtab^ and has tried to justify bis action by referring to certain sections 
ot the Bengal Municipal Act. I am sorry however that the Hon^ble Minister 
lu not look carefully to the various sections which I mentioned in my 
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preliminary speech and portions of which I will a^ain refer to for his. 
elucidation in order that he might consider the desirability of not inter- 
fering with the functions of the municipalities in the province of Bengal. 
Sir, the sole object of the Minister in taking up the brief on behalf of the 
District Magistrate of Bcrhainpore is as follows : He says that out of 13,000 
maunds of wheat or atta, or 0,500 bags, only 7 samples were taken and the 
municipality found that all these 7 samples were unfit for human consump- 
tion and the municipality thereafter wanted to seize the entire stock in 
order that it might be destroyed under the provisions of the Act. And 
he stated that it might be that beyond the 7 samples that were taken, it 
might be that other bags might contain wholesome food and he also stated 
that when the articles were in the hands of stockists as distinguished from 
retailers the municipality is not authorised to take samples from the stockists 
under the Bengal Municipal Act and declare them to be unwholesome or 
unfit for human cdnsumption. With regard to these observations 
I would like to refer to certain provisions in order to elucidate 
the points for the consideration of the honourable members of this 
House. If we look to section 427 (i) — clause (a) of the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act, we find that commissioners, executive officer, sanitary inspector, 
health officer or any other officer authorised by the' commissioners 
may at all reasonable time enter into and inspect any place (within the 
limits of a municipal area — it is not limited to retailers only and I think 
the Hon’ble Minister will agree with this interpretation) and seize any 
article ^oi food — I am leaving out the irrelevant portions — intended for 
human consumption, which is being hawked about for sale and is brought 
out for such purpose. It will surely be conceded that these stocks were 
kept principally for human consumption. I do not think that the Civil 
Supplies Minister will contend that he was stocking atta for the purpose 
of consumption by animals in the province of Bengal, unless he wants to 
characterise the population of Bengal as (Baltic population. 

The Hofl’ble Wr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Will the lion()U7*a])]e member 
read that section properly? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Ye , T am reeding it 

properly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARBY: F or the purpose of sale”. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: The large amount of money 
that is being brolight into the coffers of the Department of Civil Supplies 
is responsible for this. Now, Sir, I would refer to section 427, sub- 
section {2). 

The Hon'ble Mr. H- S. SUHRAWARDY: Will the honourable 
member tell me the meaning of the words “for such purposes'’. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I would refer the Hon’ble 
Minister to the next sub-section “If, as a result of such inspection as is 
provided for in sub-section (7), a prosecution is instituted under this chapter, 
then the burden of proving that any such living thing, or other article 
of food or drug as aforesaid was not exposed or hawked about or deposited 
or brought for sale or for preparation for sale, or was not intended for 
human consumption shall rest with the party charged.” 

There is a . medy for the Civil Supplies Department against this. As 
soon as a prosecution is launched by the municipality, the Civil Supplies 
Department can say that they have not brought or stocked this article for 
the purpose of human consumption. That is a point of time when the ques- 
tion as to whether it is for human consumption or not has got to be raised. 
The moment an article of food is seized by the officers of the municipality — 
they are entitled to seize it and they are entitled to launch prosecution — 
it is for the Civil Supplies Department to go there and eay, oh, they have 
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not brought this article for human consumption ; they have brought this 
article for the cattle population of Bengal. There is remedy under section 
427, sub-section (2), but here the argument ■ of the Civil Supplies Minister 
on behalf of the District Magistrate of Biunampore is absolutely fallacious. 
Under section 427 of the Bengal Municipal Act he can get the stock released 
by saying that these samples were not brought for human consumption. 
This one point has been answered completely. Therefore it is clear that 
the order of the District Magistrate was to prohibit the Chairman of the 
Berhainpore municipality from functioning normally. 

Under section 431 we find that: ‘‘Where any living thing, article of 
food, drug, utensil or vessel seized under section 428 is not destroyed by 
consent under sub-section (7) of section 429, or where an article of food 
so seiezd which is perishable is not dealt with under sub-section {2) of that 
section, it shall be taken before a Magistrate as soon as may be after such 
seizure.” . 

Therefore, it is not for the municipality to destroy the whole article 
the moment it finds that it is unwholesome. The municipality has 
to bring the case before the Magistrate. Under section 431 {3) : 
“If it appears to the Magistrate that any such living thing is not diseased 
or that any such food or drug is not unsound, unwholesome or iiniit for 
human food or for medicine, as the case may be, or that any such utensil 
or vessel is not used for preparing, manufacturing or containing food or 
drugs which are unsound, unwholesome or unfit for human food or for 
medicine, as the case may be, the person from whose shop or place it was 
taken shall be entitled to have it restored to him, and it shall be in the 
discretion of the Magistrate to award him such compensation, not exceeding 
the actual loss which he has sustained, as the Magistrate may think proper.” 
There is also provision that Ihe municipalily would be liable to pay com- 
pensation for unlawful seizure. Therefore, I say, Sir, that the provisions 
under the Bengal Municipal Act are quite sound and they were passed with 
reference to the probabilities of all (‘ases of overzealous officers seizing 
wholesome foods and destroying them. But the officer from the municipality 
has got to produce the articles so seized before the Magistrate if complaint 
is made by the shoi)keeper that his articles have been wrongly seized. So, 
why is the Hon’ble the Civil Supply Minister afraid of the officers of the 
municipalities? Sir, I have already shown by quotin;g rules from the 
Municipal Act that the stockists are not exempted from the operation of 
section 427. If that is so then why should not the municipalities function 
normally in accordance r< ith the provisions of the Municipal Act. I regret 
to submit. Sir, that the Defence of India Rules are not for the purpose 
of protecting the citizens from accepting the unwholesome food but they 
are for the purpose of protecting the Civil Supplies Department from top 
to toe from uncomfortable exposure of the state of things that were going 
on in the Civil Supplies Department. They are bringing unwholes'ome 
food and if they are not detected they pass them on to the retailers for 
human consumption. I think the Hon^lde Minister will realise that it is 
not possible for the sanitary officer to examine retail shops and seize articles 
there and leave out the Government stockists 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherjee, did I hear you to say to 
Mr. Suhrawardy that “cattle population like yourself”? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I said cattle population as 
you say.” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 

self? 


Then you did’nt say cattle population like your- 


BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: What I stated is this. 
The Hon ble Minister characterised the population of Bengal as cattle 
pi^ulation because the atta was meant for them; so unless he says, that 
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it was not meant for human consumption he cannot escape. It goeis mthottt 
saying, Sir, that the articles of food must have been stored there for human 
consumption and not for cattle population. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I hope you do not mean any reflection.^ 

Mr. BANKIM 'CHANDRA MUKHERJEEs If it is a reflection, it is 
reflection in that sense. If he describes the entire population as cattle popu- 
lation, he is included in that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: That this Council 
do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, the situation that has arisen out of the action ot the District 
Magistrate, Murshidabad,-, prohibitirVg the municipality of Berhampore 
from seizing or destroying* unwholesome food under the provisions oi the 
Bengal Municipal Act. 

(The motion was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, the Chief Minister will make a statement. 

Statement by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this item was put down 
on the agenda inerelj^ to enable the honourable members of the ()pposition 
to discuss this adjournment motion, as therp cannot be any adjournment 
motion when there is no Government business. So, in order to obviate this 
technical difficulty, this item was put. I hope the honourable members would 
realise how Government try to help the Opposition. 

Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have it in command from His 
Excellency the Governor that the Bengal Legislative Council do now stand 
prorogued. 


Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 25th 
October, 1944: — 

(1) Mr. S. Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. K. Baksh. 

(8) Hai Bahadur K. C. Bauer ji. 

(4) Mr. H. Huq Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. H. R. Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Mohd. Habibullah Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(10) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(11) Rai Bahadur B. M. Maitra. 

(12) Mr. N. N. Moholanobish. 

(13) Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin. 

(14) Mr. N. N. Mookerji. 

(15) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(17) Rai Sahib J. N. Ray. 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(19) Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(20) Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 
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803-806. 


Gratis. 



INDEX. 


— -MotionCs) — concld. 

Regarding threatened hunger-stri]^ 
of Pandit Srijib Nayatirtha. (Dis- 
allowed.) Pages 802-803. 

Regarding failure of Government to 
give protection to Hindus to per- 
form burga Pnja ceremony at San- 
dwij) hv Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Pages 19094910. 

Regarding rising tide of malaria by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. (Di.scussion 
thereon.) Pages 1881-1888. 
Regarding right of the Calcutta 
Corporation to take foodstuffs from 
ration shops for examination tabled 
by Mr. Bankim Chai dra Mnkherji. 
(Discussion on its admissibility.) 
Pages 1943-19^8. 

Notice of — given by Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee regarding 
banning of public meetings. Page 
1012. 

Notice of — given by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das regarding sudden rise in the 
price of rice in Chittagong. (Dis- 
allowed.) Pages 1011-1012. 

Notice of — given by Mr. Haridas 
Maztimdar regarding shortage of 
milk supply in Calcutta. (With- 
drawn.) Pages 968-971. 

Notice given by Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mohalanobish regarding price of 
nee published in the Supplement 
to the ('Olrutta (Uizvifc. (Di.scussion 
po.stponcd.) Pages 1298-1^)1. 
Regarding failure of Government in 
taking necessary action for the 
pa.ssage of the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Tiand (temporary 
provision) Bill, 1944, hy the Bengal 
Legislative Assemblv in time after 
it had been passed by the Bengal 
TiCgislative Council, tabled by Mr. 
Huniavuii l\abir. Pagi's 1296-1298. 
Regarding inadecjuate supply of sugar 
to Jaljiaigiiri district by Mr. 
Nagmidra Nath IVlohalanobish. 
Pages. 1227-1229. 

On Government’^ failure to provide 
rations for ‘‘Bhog” to Hindu 
deities by Mr. Haridas Mazumdur, 
(Postponed ) Page 1136. 

On* Government’s failure to proceed 
with the consideration of the 
Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief) Bill, 1944, by 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. 
(Disallowed.) Pages. 1136-1138. 

Tabled by Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobi.sh regarding shortage 
of sugar-supply in Jal 2 :)aigiiri 
district. (Postponed.) Pages 1203- 
1205. 

Moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
urging adequate su ply and equitable 
distribution of rice at Controlled 
price. Pages 1043-1046. 

Moved by Mr. Bankim Ch.andra 
Mukherjee regarding banning of the 
Hindu Sanmilani and- also other 
public meetings. Pages 1016-1020. 


— Motion(s) — concld. 

Regarding shortage and %igh prices 
of cloth tabled by Rai Bahadur 
Keshab Cbandia Banerjee. Pages 
1703-1706. 

Rai B'ahadur Keshab Chandra Baner- 
.lee — regarding cloth situation, 

sugar and food situation. (All 
disallowed.) Page 1598. 

Movc‘d by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
regarding the High Court Judgment 
on Howrah Municipal alfairs. 
(Talked out.) Pages 1423-1444. 

Regarding publishing prevailing 

market price in the (Uilruita 
(iazettv moved by Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mohalanobish. Pages 1377- 
1393. 

Of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
the situation arising out of tHigh 
Court’s judgment about the Howrah 
Municipal affairs. Pages 1396-1397. 

Regarding filling up of civilian posts 
by military men. Pages 1318-1320, 
1354-1359. 

Regarding situation inrising out of 
the action of the District Magis- 
trate of Mnrshidabad i:)rohikiting 

the Municipal Authorities of 
B'efharnporo from seizing or .des- 
troying unwholesome food under rhe 
provisions of the Bengal Municipal 
Act. (.\dinittcd.) Pages 1910-1911. 

Regarding su])ply of cloth during 
Dnrga Rii.ja and “Id” festivals b\ 

Rai Bahadur K. C. Bancriee. Pago 
1860. 

Regarding refnsil of permission by 
the Additional District Magistrate 
of Farid jnir, to hold a meeting hy 
tlie Knshak Proja Samity at Iha- 
khnnda mo\'ed hy Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mahalaiiobisli. Pages 1828- 
1841. 

Moved hy Mr. Bankim (’handra 
Mookhe; ji regardnig situation created 
in the Midnapore town and villages 
for non-availability of rice and e^s- 
teiice ol black market. P^ges 
1738-1755. 

Of Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobisdi 
regarding situation created on 
account of the order of the District 
Magistrate of Murshidablil'W 
abrogating the iiower of the Muni- 
cn'i^ality in the district in the 
matter of seizure, destruction, etc., 
of unwholesome food articles, which 
endanger iniblic health. (Discussion 
on its admissibility.) Pages 1673- 
1677, 1775-1780, 2002-2012. ' ^ 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar re^rding 
rationing of articles of *^hog”. 
(Not pressed.) Pages 88-89. 

By Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
Government’s failure to check pre- 
ventible diseases following in the 
wake of the famine of 1943. 
(Talked out.) Pages 52-75. 

Regarding abrogation of the powers 
of the Berhampore Municipality 
by Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukher- 
jee. Pages 1980-1982. 
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Adininistrator-General and Offloial 

Trustee, Bengal— 

Questi(»n regard ijip; staff in the offices 
of the^by Khan Sahib Abdul Aziz. 
Pages ' 79o-797. 

Adult Education- 

Question regaiding — by Mr. Nur 
All mod. Page -U. 

-Advacate-General— 

Opinion by — on the points of law 
arising in connection with the 
Be n ga 1 Ag r i c u 1 1 n ra 1 In eome-tax 

B’lll, 1944. Pages 109.4-1098. 

Aerial visits— 

Question regarding cost of — of Minis- 
ters by Mr. Haridas Maziimdar. 
Page P295. 

Agriculture — 

Question regarding improvement of — 
in Bengal by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Pages 714-716. 

Agricultural Income-tax — 

Question regnriliiig — by Khan Baha- 
dur Na/.iniddin Ahmad. Pago 
1291 . 

Agricultural institutions — 

Question regarding— by Rai Bahadur 
Bro|endra Mohan Maitra. pages 
721-722. 

Ahmad, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 

Mauivi Jaialuddin — 

Observations, etc., by — on the adiourn- 
merit motion regarding High Coui’ts 
judgment m llo\\rali Municipal 
affairs. Pages 1497, 1412-1444. 

Remarks by -- on tiie adjournment 
motion regarding jirevalenet' of 
cholera in Bengal. Pago 805. 

Reply by — to the adjouimment 
motion * ri'garding Government’s 
failure to cheek proventible diseases 
following tlio lam mo of 1944. 
Pages 69-75 

Reply by — on the non-oftieial re.solu- 
tioii regarding Camjibell Medical 
School strike. Pages 848-850. 

Speech by — on the Bengal lioeal Self- 
Government (Ameiidie-jiit) Bill, 
1943. Pages 211-212. 

Speech by — iii eoiinectioii with the 
General Discussion of the Budget. 
Pages 441-343. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin — 

Question by — whether amendments 
standing in the name of Govern- 
ment Party members can be moved 
by other members not belonging to 
the Government Party in the case 
of the former not moving any of 
tliem. Pages 1272, 1273, 1277. 

Question and supplementaries by — 
about companies or firms which 
operas either from provinces out- 
side Bengal, or in any Indian State 
or in the United Kingdom or His 
Majesty’s dominions deriving 
Agricultural Income-tax from lands 
within Bengal. Pages 1291-1293. 

Observations by — on the point as to 
whether the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944, is intvn vires 
of the Provincial Legislature. 
’Pages 1082-1085, 1095-1096. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Naxlruddifi^ 

ton* Id. 

- Uemarks made by — on the point of 
order raised as to whether the Pre- 
sident can correct his own .slip of 
tongue in declaring “Noes have it” 
or “Ayes have it.” Page 1500. 

Speech by — on the special motion 
regarding filling up of civil posts by 
military personnel. Pages 1486- 
1 487. 

Speeches by — on the clauses of the 
Agricultural income-tax Bill. 
Pages 1122-1123, 1159-1161, 1216, 

1234-1235, 1250-1253, 1255-1256, 

1266-1268, 1270-1271, 1278, 1281, 

1 301 - 1 3 1 3, 1322-1326, 1 329-1 330, 

i:m-l335, 1337, 1360, 1.361, 1366, 

1405, 1407, 1409-1413, 1416, 1450- 

1457, 1504-1505, 1508, 1513, 1516- 

1522, 1530-1531, 1534-1535, 1537- 

1539, 1543^’551, 1553-1562, 1566- 

1568, 1573-1575, 1578-1581, 1604, 

1606, 1608, 1610, 1612, 1613, 1614, 
1616-1617, 1619, 1631, 1650, 1661, 

1655, 1656, 1660, 1663, 1681-1690, 

1692, 1695, 1696, 1700, 1843-1848, 

190:bl904. 

Speech by — on the Select Committee 
motion regarding the B’engal 
Usurious Loans (Bengal Arneiul- 
meiit) Bill, 1940. Pages 1288-1289. 

Sjieeeh by — on tlu^ Address motion of 
Mr. N. Ahmed regarding safe- 
giiading of the rights ol Indians 
in ro-conquored Burma. Pages 
^ 1932. 

Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding publication of 
prevailing market pnei's in the 
Gazette. Pages 1383-1384. 

Speech by — on the eondolenci^ resolu- 
tion on the death ol Aeliarya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Rav. I’age 
1066. 

Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion of Air. B'. C. Mukherjee 
regarding situation created by non- 
availability oi nee in the Midna- 
poro town and villages. Pages 1747- 
1/48. 

Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding High Court’s 
judgment on Howrah Municipal 
affairs. Pages 1431-1432. 

Speech by — on the non-official resolu- 
tion urging improvement in the 
indigenous shoe-making industry of 
Bengal tabled by Air. K. C. Roy 
Chowdhury. Page 1184. 

Ahmed, Khan Sahib Fariduddin — 

Speech by — on the non-official reso- 
lution regarding provision for the 
advancement of the Scheduled 
Castes education. Pages 958-959. 
Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding High Court’s judge- 
ment on Howrah Alunicipal affairs. 
Page 1444 

Speech by — on the Address motion of 
Mr. N. Ahmed regarding safe- 
guarding of the rights of Indians in 
re-conquered Burma. Pages 1930- 
1931, 



IV 


INDEX. 


Ahmed, Mr. Nur— 

Address motion moved by — request- 
ing His Excellency to take imme- 
diate steps to revoke the order 
suspending Haj Sailings, etc. 
Page 1818. 

Address motion moved by — requesting 
His Excellency to take immediate 
steps to exempt the printing and 
publications or Holy Quoran, etc. 
Pages 1817-1818. 

Address motion moved by — requesting 
His Excellency to take immediate 
steps to make an additional allot- 
ment of 36,000 bales of cloth for 
Bengal in 1944. Page 1821. 

Address motion moved by — requesting 
His Excellency the CJovernor of 
Bengal to make a strong representa- 
tion to His Majesty’s Government 
in England to arrange for imme- 
diate shipment of cereals and other 
foodgrains to Bengal from North 
and South America and other 
countries. Pages 371-372. 

Address motion moved by — regarding 
safeguarding of the rights of 
Indians in re-conquered Burma. 
Pages 1924-1926. 

Address motion moved by— regarding 
withdrawal of regulations re.strict- 
ing the entry of Indian immigrants 
into Kenya, etc. Pages 846-847. 
Amendment to the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944, moved by — . 
Pages 606, 616-617, 636-637, 643, 

645-650. 

Amendment moved by — that the 
Bengal Diseases i>f Animals Bill, 
1944, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. Pago 651. 

Leave asked for by — to introduce the 
Transfer of Proptrty and the 
Indian Registration (B'engal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1943. J’age. 680. 

Leave asked for by — to introduce 
the Bengal Land Revenue iSiiles and 
and the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944. Page 581. 

Leave asked for by — to introduce the 
B'engal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944, Page 681. 
Motion moved by — for the circulation 
of the Bengal Public Demands 
Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 
Page 819. 

Motion moved by — to circulate the 
Bengal Land' Revenue Sales 
and the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1944. Page 819, 

Motion moved by — for the circulation 
of the Bengal Transfer of Property 
and the Indian Registr\atiop 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 
Page 820. 

Motion moved by— to refer the Bengal 
Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 
1944, to a Select Committee. Page 
812. 

Motion moved by — to refer the Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Bill, 
1944, to a Select Committee. 
Pages 816-818. 


Ahmed, Mr. Nur— con^d. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Orijhariages and Widows’ Homes 
Bill, 1944, as passed ^ by the 
Assembly, be taken into considera- 
tion. Pago 717. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Indecent Advertisement Prevention 
Bill, 1943, be circulated for opinioil. 
Page oSO, 

Motion moved b,y — that the Bengal 
Borstal Schools (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942, be circulated for opinion. 
Page 579. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Famine Insurance Fund (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for 
opinion. Page 679. 

Motion moved 63 ^ — that the Bengal 
Criminal Procedure (Election 
(Iffences) Amendment Bill, 1943, be 
circulated for opinion. Page 578. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Music in the Moslem Shrine Prohi- 
bition Bill, 1943, be circulated for 
opinion. Page 578. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Money-lenders (.Amendment) Bill, 

1942, be circulated for opinion. 
Page 579. 

Motion moved by— that the Bengal 
Children (Amendment) Bill, 1943, 
be circulated for oiiiiiion. Page 
579. 

Motion moved hy — tliat the Bengal 
Holy Quoran Sales Bill, 1943, bo 
circulated for opinion. Page 578. 

Motion moved by — tliat the Indian 
Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 

1943, be circulated for opinion. 
Page 578. 

Motion moved b^^ — that the TiUnd 
Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1943, be circulated for opinion. 
Page 677. 

Motion moved by — that the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Disorderly House 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred 
to a Select Committee. Pages 674- 
676. 

Motion moved by — that the Indian 
Registration (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1943, be circulated for opinion. 
Page 577. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation 
Bill, 1942, be circulated for opinion. 
Page 580. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 

Melas Regulatifui Bill, 1943, be 
circulated for opinion. Page 577. 

Question bj' — as to wbetb# amend- 
ments standing in the name of 
Government party memliers can be 
moved bv-other members not belong- 
ing to the Government part in case 
of Government and moving them. 
Page 1276. 

Question by — regarding measures to 
spread knowledge about social 
hygiene. Page 188. 

Question by — regarding fish culture 
in jute and paddy lands. Page 228. 
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Ahoitd, JMr. Hwt—contd. 

Question by — regarding census of 
babies and expectant mothers. 
Pages 217. 

Question by — regarding Health Survey 
Committee. Page 293. 

Question by — regarding the Bengal 
Civil Service. Pages 263-264. 
Question by — regarding a substitute 
diet. Page 263. 

Question by — regarding financial posi- 
tion of the Central Co-operative 
Bank in Bengal. Page 236. 

Question by — regarding destitute 
girls. Page 367. 

Question by — regarding registration 
ol sale deeds. Page 369. 

Question b\ — regarding Islamic 
History and Culture. Page 367. 
Question by — regarding evacuees from 
B’engal to Assam. Page 321. 
Question by — regarding relief to the 
poor. Pages 610, 611. 

Question by — regarding cattle-breed- 
ing. Pago 684. 

Question by — regarding improvement 
of agriculture in Bengal. Pages 
714, 715. 

Question by — regarding Rural Deve- 
lopment Board in Bengal. Page 
727. 

Question by — regarding small-pox in 
Chittagong. Pages 729-730. 

Question by — regarding deaths due to 
starvation. Page 827. 

Question by — regarding cultivable 
land in reserve forest. Page 792. 
Question by — regarding homes for 
destitute children. Page 793-794. 
Qii(\stion by — regarding “Crow More 
Food” campaign. Pages 823-825. 
Question by — regarding price of 
vegetables. Pages 777-778. 

Question by — regarding rehabilitation 
of soldiers and sailors, etc. Page 
827, 

Question by — regarding grievances of 
the people of Chittaf ong. Page 
1964. 

Question regarding destitutes treated 
in hosiiitals and rescue homes by — , 
Page 968. 

Question regarding standard cloth by 
— . Page 1038. 

Question by— regarding School Health 
Service. Pages 1468-1469. 

Question by — regarding loans and 
advance taken by the Bengal Gov- 
ernment from the Central Govern- 
ment. Page 82. 

Question by — regarding the main- 
tenance of the Wakf Board. Page 
32. 

Questidll by — regarding adult educa- 
tion. Page 34. 

Question by— regarding Muslim 
remale Medical Practitioners in 
Bengal. Page 25. 

Question by— regarding abnormally 
fugh prices of foodstuffs. Pages 21- 

Question by— regarding deaths due to 
staryation in Chittagong. Page 


Ahmed, Mr. Nur— con/d. 

Question by — regarding declaration 
of Cliittagoiig as a famine area. 
Page 22. 

Question by — regarding crimes against 
women. Page 19. 

Question by — regarding deaths from 
malaria, cholera and other diseases 
in Cbittagt)ng during 1936 to 1942. 
Pages 135-136, 138. 

Question by — regarding sale of agri- 
cultural holdings by cultivators. 
Pages 125-12'b 

Question by — regarding supply of 
foodstuffs to the families of seamen 
and sailors. Page 1342. 

Question by — regarding free kitchens 
in Chittagong. Page 1344. 

Reply by — to the amendments to the 
Bengal Orphanagi's and Widows’ 
Homes Bill, 1944. Pages 808, 811- 
812. 

Resolution regarding encourage- 
ment of sugar industry moved by — . 
Pages 671-674. 

Resolution moved by — for payment of 
3/4ths of the salt n'venwe realised 
from Ik'ugal. Pages 113-114. 

Stlect Cornnntteo motion moved by — 
on the P’engal Usurious Loans 
(Pengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

^ I’ages 1285-1287. 

Speecii by — on the H'engal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax FBII, 1944. Pages 
909-911, 919-920, 1145-1146, 1364. 

Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. T>alit Chandra Das 
regarding rising tide of malaria. 
Pages 1881-1882. 

Spci'cli by — on the death of Khan 

Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. Page 
1666. 

Speech on the amendments to the 
cbiuacR of the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 139, 142, 149. 

Speech by— on the resolution regard- 
ing measures to secure representa- 
tion of the Scheduled Castes in the 
Services and on Statutory Boards, 
etc. Page 109. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing a census of the destitutes and 
unemployed in the rural areas of 
B’erigal. Page 119-120. 

Speech by — on the motion to take 
into consideration the Bengal 
Alienation of Agricultural Land 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 

^ Pages 90-91. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding Government’s failure to 
check preventible diseases following 
the famine of 1943. Pages 67-68. 

Speech by — on the third reading of 
the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriations and Relief) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 174 175. 

Speech by— -on Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das’s adjournment motion regard- 
ing ade(j[uate supply and equitable 
distribution of rice at controlled 
price. Pages 1047-1048. 
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Ahmed, Mr. Nur — concld. 

Spoech by — oit the non-official resolu- 
tion regarding the improvement of 
the shoemaking industry of Bengal. 
Pages 965-966, 1057. 

Speech by — on the condolence reso- 
lution on the death of Acharya Sir 
Prafiilla Chandra Ray. Page 1066. 
Speech by-— on his non-official resolu- 
tion urging formulation of a com- 
prehensive scheme for development 
of indigenous drug industry. Pages 
1188-1190. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing the setting apart of Rs. 50 lakhs 
for the education of the Scheduled 
^ Castes. Pages 862-863, 919-950. 
Speech by — on tlie motion regarding 
manufacture of salt by indigenous 
methods in Bengal. Pag(‘s 812-843. 
Speech by — on the Bengal Diseases of 
Animals Bill. Pages 771-773. 
Speeches on the Bcnigal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, 
by — . Pages 478, 590, 591. 

Speech by — on the llengal AlicTiation 
of Agricultural Land ^Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944. Page 006. 
Speech by — on his motion urging the 
appointment of an appropriate body 
of the type of a Royal Commission 
to examine tlie whole question of 
food shortage in ffengal. Pages 
380-382. 

Spee{'h by — on the Bengal Public; 
Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 
Pages 197, 199. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
of the Budget. Pages 250-254. 
Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing financial position of the Cimtral 
Co-operative Bank in Bengal. Page 
237. 

Supiilementary question by — regard- 
ing eases of starving women. Pago 
727. 

Ahmed, Mr. Sultanuddin — 

Observation by — on the point of order 
rai.sed by Rlr. L, C. Das as to whe- 
ther the jiroeeedings of the House 
on 9tli August, BM1, should nc3t be 
declared null and void because the; 
Cliair adjourned the Chamber for 
want of quorum. Pages 1631-1635. 
Sjieecli by — ou thc’ Bengal Dc'stitiite 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1914. Page 144. 

Aioh, Sj. Sudhir Kumar — 

Question regarding detenus Sj. Pra- 
f 111 In Ranjan Cliakravarty and — by 
Afr. Haridas IVIazumciar. Page 
1119. 

Air raid - 

Assistance to' the ^ milies of — victims, 
Question regarding — by Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. Page 393. 

Air-raid shelters— 

Question regarding — in polling booths 
by Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 
Page 838. 


Alipore Central Jail — 

Question and suppleraentaries regard- 
ing prisoners detained uncier 
Defence of India Rules in — by Mr. 
Humayun Kabir. Pages 1795-1796. 

Allowance — 

Question by Air. Ranajit Pal Chow- 
dhury regarding family — of Srijut 
Prafiilla Kumar Ghosh, security 
prisoiK'r. Page 17. 

Question regarding — to political pri- 
soners by Air. Shiish Chandra 
Cliakraverti. Page 679. 

Altafali, Nawabzada— 

Obituary reference regarding — . Pages 
1589-1592. 

Amin, Khan Sahib Nurul — 

Presentation by — of the Select Com- 
mittee’s Repoit on the Advocates’ 
Rules Bill, 1944. Page 100. 

Question regarding apponitineiits in 
the Medical Department by — . 
Page 609. 

Que.stion and siipplemeiitaries regard- 
ing posts held by Aluslims in the 
Public Health Dejmrtment by — . 
Pages 914-915. 

Question by — legardiiig return of 

licences issued to Muslims and 
Hindus for sale of edibles at con- 
trolled prices. Page 1370. 

Question liy — regarding defalcation 

ol landlords’ fees in Alymensingli 
('ollectorate. Pagt^ 85. 

Question )\v — regarding numbm’ of 

contractors in tin* Communications 
and Works Department. Page 97. 

Question l>y- -regarding eluilera iii 

Alymensingli district. Pages 80-81. 

Question by - -rega i ding reeruitment 
of Rationing Officers, etc. Page 
162. 

.Speech by — on tlio adjournment 
motion I'egai’djiig Government’s 
failur<‘ to check pri'vcnt! lile dismises 
following the famine of 1943. images 

^ 63-61. 

Sjieech by — on noii-official resolution 
regarding provision for the advance- 
ment ol kScheduled Caste ediieatioii. 
Pages 955-95(5. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing measures to secure representa- 
tion of the Scheduled Castes in the 
vSorvieos and on Statutory Boards, 
ete. Pages 102-1 Hi. 

Ananta Kumar Banikya — 

Question regarding detenu Srijut — 
by Mr. Kninini Kumar Dutta. 
Pages 264-265. 

Appointments— 

Question regarding — in the ATcefioal 
Department by Khan Sahib Nurul 
Amin. Page 609. 

Apprenticeship Admission Examination — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing centres for the — by R’ai Sahib 
Jogendra Nath Ray. Pages 1003- 
1006. 
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Armoury Raid Case — 

Question and supplemciitaries regard- 
ing prisoners of the Chittagong — 

l>v Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Pages 
946-949. 

Asar Prayer — 

Discu.ssion regarding time for — raised 
during disc'ussion of the Bengal 
Agrieultural Income-tax B'ill, 1944. 
Pages 169 1-1695. 

Assent (Governor’s) — 

(1) To Ileiigal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 
Page 47. 

(2) To Bengal Orphanages and Widows’ 
Homes Bill, 1944. Page 1109. 

Assistance — 

QiJi'stion regarding — to the families of 
air-raid victims })v Mr. Laht Chan- 
dra Das. Page 393. 

Association — 

Question regarding gru'vances of Hat 
Owners’ — hy Mr. Humayiin Kahir. 
Pages 691-692 

QiU'stioii regarding All-1 iidia Sjiinners’ 
— and Khadi Pratisthan, etc., by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 13. 

“Aus” and “Aman” seeds — 

(Question and suiiphmtentarii's regard- 
ing petition lor the sup|dy of — liy 
Mr. Ban him Chandra Al iildierjee. 
Page 1101. 

Aziz, Khan Sahib Abdul — 

QiK'stion hy — ii'gardiiig staff mi the 
('alculia Quimni* Sale Department. 
Page 692. 

Question by- -regarding emiiloyment 
ill Chittagong Miinicipalitv. Pago 
28. 

Question liy— regarding reservation of 
seats for Muslim nniiorities in 
-tnunici palities. Page P15. 

Question by — regard in staff in the 
oltii'i’s ol the Admiiiistrator-Oeneral 
i,. aaid OfTicial ’Trustee, Bengal. Page 
795. 

Baksh, Mr. Kader — 

Point of order raisi'd by — regarding 
Mr. Haridas Ma/iUmdar’s sjieech on 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, 1944. Pages 873-876. 

• Question by — regarding deaths due to 
starvation on the platform of 
Parbatipur llailwav Station. Page 
40. 

Question by — regarding complaints 

against the Nursing Superintendent 
ol the Campbell Medical School and 
Hospital. Page 196. 

Question regarding rice deficit in 
Dinajpur by~. Page 1037. 

Que.stipn by — regarding starvation 

cases in Dinajpur. Page 524. 
Kemarks by — in connection with 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish’s 
adjournment motion regarding salt 
supply. Page 662. 


Baksh, Mr. Kader— conefd. 

Speech by — on the motion for consi- 
deration of the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 
Page.s 478-480. 

Speech by — -on the amendments to the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944. Pages 514-515, 

^ 541-545. 

Speech hy — on the third reading of 
tlio Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Hidief) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 176-^77. 

Supplenieiitarv (picstioiis hy — regard- 
ing fish cull lire in into and jiadd.y 
lands Pages 2:11-232. 

Sujiplenientary (piestion by — regarding 
staff 111 till' offices of the Ailniinis- 
trator-(h'ncral and Official Trustee, 
B'engal. I’age 796. 

Bai Mr. Lokenath — 

(Question and snp|>h'inentaries regard- 
ing release of by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Page 176. 

Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra 

Adionninient motion inovi'd b.v — 
ri'giirding un w arrantisl i ntinfei’ence 
by (loviM-nnnnit in the administra- 
tion ol ,instic(‘ 111 casi's against an 
M L.A. ami certain others involving 
criminal brcacli of trust. Page 709. 

Ad,|ournnuMit motion pro]msed by— 
rc'garding sipiplv of cloth during 
Puja and Id festivals. Page 1800. 

AdjoiirniiKMit motion tabl(‘d and 
obsi'rvation rnnih' by — regarding 
shortage and high prices of cloth. 
Pages 1703, 1701, 1705-1706. 

Observation by — on wbetber amend- 
ments standing in the name of 
(Jovernmeiit Party nunubers can be 
mov(‘d by other mernbors not belong- 
ing to the Covernment Part.y in the 
case of Government’s not moving any 
amendments of tlmsc. Page 1274. 

Point of information and observation 
by — on the statmiKnit of the Hon’blo 
Khan Bahadur Sai.ved Mnazzam- 
uddin Hosaiii regarding milk situa- 
tion in Calcutta. Pages 1770-1772. 

Point of information raised by — 
whether the subject of milk supply 
ill (falciitta could be discussed ip^ 
view of the fact that last day’s 
in-oceediiigs iii which this subject 
was discussed, was null and void. 
Page 1643. 

Point of order raised by — regarding 
tlie desirability of the presence in 
the House of the Hon’lile Minister 
concerned to reply to the various 
points raised iii a resolution. 
Page 670. 

Point of order raised by- — whether an 
honourable member can give notice 
of a motion under rule 96 when a 
resolution on similar lines has already 
been given notice of. Pages 375-376, 
379. 
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Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra — 

contd. 

Points of order and speech by — on 
clause 48 of the Benp;al Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944. Pages 
1709-1720. 

Point of privilege raised by- — regard- 
ing laying of papers on the Library 
Table. Page 761, 

Point of privilege raised by — regard- 
ing removal of newspapers from the 
Library. Page 1-171. 

Question by-^regarding comment of 
Mr. Hutchings on food situation in 
Bengal. Pages 711 and 713. 

Kern arks by — in connection with 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish’s 
adjournment motion regarding salt 
supply. Pages 561-5G2 
Remarks by — in connection with his 

resolution asking for the appoint- 
ment of an Enquiry Committee to 
examine the question of food short- 
age in Bengal. Page 422, 

Remarks by— regarding the fixation 
of Government business on Fri- 
days. Page 238. 

Resolution moved by — regarding an 
enquiry into the Campbell IMedical 
School strike. Pages 665-668. 
Speeches by — regarding the Bengal 
Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. 
Pages 652, 743-748, 750-751, 753-754, 
755. 

Speech by — on the resolution moved 
by Mr, Hu may an Kabir, regarding 
steps to meet the grievances of 
persons detained without trial, 
Pago 430. 

Speech by — on the B'engal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 
Pages 462-463, 472, 472-473, 506-508, 
517, 549-550, 599-601. 

Speech by — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed that an address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal regarding arrangements for 
immediate shipment of cereals and 
other foodgrains to Bengal from 
North and South America and 
other countries. Page 373. 

Speech by — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed under rule 90 urging the 
appointment of an appropriate body 
of the type of a Royal Commission 
to examine the whole question of 
food shortage in Bengal. Pages 387- 
388. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
of the Budget. Pages 287-290. 
Speech by — supporting the address 
motion of Mr, N. Ahmed requesting 
His Excellency to take immediate 
steps to make an additional allot- 
ment of 35,000 bales of cloth for 
Bengal in 1944. Pages 1822-1823. 
Speech by — on the address motion of 
Mr. N. Ahmed reg-.rding safeguard- 
ing of the rights of Indians on recon- 
quered Burma. Pages 1929-1930. 
Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing measures to secure representa- 
tion of Scheduled Castes in the 
Services and on Statutory Boards, 
etc. Pages 104-106. 


Banerjee, Rai Bafiadur Kaahab Cfiamfra — 

concld. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing a census of the destitutes and 
unemployed in the rural areas of 
Bengal. Page 119. 

Speech by — supporting the address 

motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed 
requesting His Excellency to take 
immediate steps to revoke the order* 
of suspending Haj Sailings, etc. 
Page 1820. 

Speech by^ — on the adjournment motion 
of Mr. B. C. Mnkherjee regarding 
situation created by non-availability 
of rice and existence of black 
market. Page 1744. 

Speech by — in conm'ction with the 

milk situation in Calcutta. Pages 
1629-1630. 

Speech made by — in connection with 
the obituary reference of Nawabzada 
Altaf Ali. Page 1591. 

Speech by— on the special motion re- 
garding filling np ot civil posts by 
military men. Pages 1474-1475. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question of Maulvi Md. Habibnllali 
Choudbury regarding removal of 
paddy from the Tripura State to 
British India by — . Pages 1283- 

1284. 

Hnpplementaries by — on the question 
of Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalano- 
bish regarding cost of supplying 
foodstuffs to Government 

emplo.veea at reduced rates. Paees 
1293-1294. 

Supplementary by— on the question of 
Mr, Nur Ahmed regarding School 
Health Service. Page 1469. 

Supplementary by— on the question 
regarding rice position in Bengal 
by Mr. Paresh Nath Mookberjee. 
Page 1464, 

Supplementary questions by — regard- 
ing communal disturbances. Pages 

^ 1221-1224. . 

Supplementaries by — on the qulfetion 
of Mr. K. K. Dutta regarding deten- 
tion under rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules. Pages 1639,^ B541, 
1642. ^ ■ 

Supplementaries by — on the short- 
notice question of Mr, Shrish 
Chandra Mukherjee regarding high 
price of vegetables and herbs, etc. 
Pages 1622, 1623, 1624, 1625, 1626, 
1628. 

Supplementary question by — on tfie 
question of Rai Sahib J. N. Ray 
regarding lawyer Magistrates. 
Page 370. 

Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing Bengal Mining Settlements Act. 
Page 236. ^ 

Supplementary questions by — regard- 
ing destitute girls. Pages 368-369. 

Supplementary question ^bjk^fegard- 
ing registration of " filkie-deeds. 
Page* 370. 

Supplementary questions by — regard- 
ing town near Kanchrapara. Pa^es 
417, 418. 
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Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra — 

coucld. 

Supple;nientary question by — regard-, 
ing grievances ot tramcar passen- 
gers. Page 416. 

Supplementary questions regarding 
apponitmeiits in the Medical 
Department by — . Page 610. 

Supplementarj’^ questions by — regard- 
ing relief to the poor. Pages 611- 
612. 

Sitpplementary question byl — regard-^ 
ing “Grow More Food” campaign. 
Pages 688-690. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
fire in Tollygunge hystee area due 
to plane crash. Pago 682. 

Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing establishment of a College of 
Pharmacy in Bengal. Pages 695- 
696. 

Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing cotton mills in Bengal. Pages 
758-759. 

Supplementary question by — regard-J 
ing improvement of agriculture in 
Bengal. Pages 715-716. 

Supplementary fpiestion by — regard- 
ing study allowance to State priso- 
ners. Page 7()6. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
cattle-breeding. Page 686. 

Supplemontaryl question by — regard- 
ing deaths duo to malaria and 
cholera. Pago 680. 

Supjjlemoiitary question by — regard- 
ing allowances to political prisoners. 
Page 679. 

Barley-atta — 

Question and suijplementaries regard- 
ing-— by Mr. llanajit Pal Choudliuri. 
Pages 1991-1995. 

Barkanta — 

Question and supplementfirios regard- 
ing non-provision of medical assist- 
ance at Laksam and — by Mr. 
Kamini Kumar Dutta Pages 1005- 
1666 . 

Barraokpore — 

Question regarding supply of rice to — 
by Mr. Latafat flossain. Page 
1371. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing rationing in — by Mr. Latafat 
Hossain. Page 1040. 

Barua, Mr. Dhirendra Lai— 

Speech by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion on the death of Acharya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Ray. Page 1064. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
of the Budget. Pages 249-250. 

Bengal^ 

Question regarding rice position in — 
by Mr^, Naresh Nath Mookherjee. 
Pagi^^t4^. 

Bengal Chemical Mazdoor Union — 

Question regarding notice of strike by 
the — by Mr. Humayun Kabir. 
Page 584. 


Bengal Civil Service — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 

Ahmed. Pages 263-264. 

Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules — 

Ainendnient to rule 9 of the — moved 
by Mr. Handas Mazumdar. Page 
656. ^ 

Announcement by Mr. President of 
members elected to the Committee 
to con.sider amendments to the 
certain rule of---. Pago 778. 

Draft anieiidmeiits to the — . Refe- 
rence of — to a Select Committee. 
(Agreed to.) Pages 605-606. 

Granting of leave b) move a motion 
to amend — . Pago 48. 

Bengal Tenancy Act- 

Question by Air. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobisli regarding extension 
ol the — to Western Duars. Page. 
85. 

Berhampore Municipality — 

Statement regarding order of the 
District Magistrate of Murslndabad 
on the- -niad(' by the Hon ’hie 
Minisb'r Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 
fregarding rotten alia) and 
discussion there .>11 Pages 1772- 
1775. 

Bhatpara Municipality- 

Question regarding suiiersession of 
the — by Mr. Latalut Hossain. 
Page 1970. 

Question regarding- by Mr. K. C. 
Roy Chouclhury. Pago 1957. 

Bhattacherjee, Mr. Narayan Chandra — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Pages 999-l(X)l. 

“Bhog’»— 

Adjournment motion regarding ration- 
ing of articles of — . Pages 88-89. 

“Bhog” Committee — 

Short notice question and siipple- 
mentanes bj^ Mr. Haridas Mazum* 
dar. Pages 1597-1598. 

Bhog ration — 

Point of information raised by Mr. 
Haridas Mazumdar regarding — . 
l>ge. 778. ^ 

Point of information regarding — 
raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
Page 294. 

Information asked 'by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar regarding — . Page 1470. 

Point of information raised by Mr. 
Haridas Mazumdar as to whether 
the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies would make a statement 
on — that day. Page 971. 

“Bhog” rationing — 

Point of information regarding — 
raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
Page 408. 
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BHI(S)— 

The Advocates’ Robes — , 1941 — 
Presentation of the Select Com- 
mittee Report on — . Page 100. 

Consideration of — postponed for the 
Governor’s decision. Pages 200-204. 
(Not proceeded with.) Pages 1285. 

The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 

— , 1944—. 

(0 Message from Assembly read 
out. Page 831. 

(n) Notice of motion for considera- 
tion and passing given. Pages 
83J-836. 


(ill) Discussion on Motion tor con- 
sideration and passing. Pages 
868-890, 893-911, 919-9-13, 972-992. 

(iv) Discussion, clause by clause. 

Pages 1014, 1069-1088, 1092-1099, 

117-1129, 1139-1153, 1158-1175, 1205- 
1130-1243, 1245-1263, 1265-1282, 

] 301 -13 1 4, 1321-1 338, 1358-1366, 

1403-1417, 1445-1462, 1490-1510, 

1513-1541, 1543-1564, 1565-1587, 

1 602- 1 620, 1650-1663, 1681-1 702, 

1706-1734, 1755-1765, 1810-1813, 

1841-1857, 1860-1879, 1889-1907, 

1916-1922, 1948-1950, 1982-1989. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (’Temporary Provisions) — , 
1944— 

Introduction ot — by the HoiTble 
Mr. ’Tarak Nath Mukiierjea. 
Page 49. 

Motion lor consideration. Agreed 
to. Pages 89-93. 

Request tor postponement of con- 
sideration. Pages 130-132. 
Consideration ot clauses of — , 
Pages 396-402, 606, 616-628. 
Consideration and passing ot — . 
Pages t)36-65(). 

The Bt'iigal Amusement House Smoke 
Nuisance Prohibition — , 1944 — 
Intioduction ot — . Agreed to. Page 
580. 

iVlotmn for referring — to Select Com- 
mittee. Page 718. 

The Bengal Anti-Dowry — , 1944 — 
Introduction ot — . Agreed to. 
Pages 581. 

Circulated. Pages 815-816. 

I’lie Bengal Borstal Schools (Amcnd- 
• nieiit)— , 1942— 

Motion lor circulation. Agreed to. 
Pages 579-580. 

The Bengal Children (Amendment) — , 
1943— 

Motion for circulation. Agreed to. 
Page 579. 

The Bengal Commercial Firms — , 1944 


Introduced. Page 1289. 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amend- 
ment) — , 1944 — 

Select Committee. Pages 812-815. 
The Bengal Crimin, Procedure (Elec- 
tion Ohences) Amendment — , 1943 — 
Motion for circulation. Agreed to. 
Page 578. 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repa- 
tiation and Relief) — , 1944 — 
Intrbductii)!! of — by the Hon’ble 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee. 
Page 49. 


BIIHS)— “CiW'fdl, * ». 

Motion to take into consideration. 

' Agreed to. Pages 93-94. 

Consideration of clauses of — (clauses 
1 to 13). Page 138-159. 

Passed. Pages 167-180. 

The Bengal Diseases of Animals — , 
1944 — 

Introduction of — by the Hon’blc'', 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazza- 
muddin Hosam. Page 51. 

Motion lor consideration of — 

(Agreed to.) Pages 6-50, 701-702. 
(kmsideration and passing of — . 

Pages 740-756. 

Third reading. (Passed.) Pages. 
761-774. 

The Bengal Embankment (Aminid- 
ment — , 1944 — 

Introduction of — . Page 656. 
Consideration and passing of — . 

(Pas.sed.) Pages 738-740. 

Notice given by the Hon’ble Mr. 

Barada Prasonna pain for moving, 
consideration and passing of 

the — . Pago 710. 

The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund 
(Aineiidnient) — , 1943 — 

Motion for circulation. Agreed to. 
Page 579, 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment — , 1914 — 

Motion for consideration and 

passing. Pages 452-475. 
Consideration of clauses of — . 

Pages 505-521, 534-650. 

Third reading ol — . Pages 586-605. 

The Bengal Holy ()uoran Sales — , 

1943- ■ 

jMotion for circulation. Agreed to. 

Page 578. 

The Bengal Indecent Advertisement 
Prevention — , 1943 — 

Motion lor circulation. Agreed to. 
Page 580. 

The Bengal Intoxicant liiqiior Sale 
Regulation—, 1942— 

Motion for circulation. Agreed to. 

Page 580. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales and 
the Bengal Tenancv (Amendment) — , 

1944— 

Introduction ol — . (Agreed to.) 
Page 581. 

Circulated. Page 819. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) — , 1943 — 

Consideration of — . Pages 204-214. 
The Bengal Local Self-Government 
(Amendment) — , 1943 (by Mr. 

Huniayun Kabir) (non-official) — 
Motion for circulation. Pages 23- 

107, 56B-569. 

Tho Bengal Melas Regulation — , 1913 

Motion for circulation. (Agyeed to.) 
Page 577. 

Tho Bengal Money-lenders (Amend- 
ment) — , 1942 — 4 

Motion for circulation. (Agwped to.) 
Page 579 

The Bengal Music in the Moslem 
Shrine Prohibition — , 1943 — 

Motion for circulation. Agreed to. 

Page 678. 
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Bills — contd. 

The Bengal Non-Agriciiltural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Extending 
, 1944— 

Introduction of — by the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddiii 
Hosain. Page 49. 

Short notice for motion to take into 
consideration. Pages 99-l()(), 
Passed. Pages 180-185. 

The Bengal Orphanages and Widow’s 
Homes — , 1944 — 

Motion for taking into consideration. 
Page 717. 

Consuleration and passing. Pages 
807-812. 

'I’lie Bengal Public Demands Keeo- 
very (Amendment) — , 1944 — 
Introduction of — . (Agreed to.) 
Bage 581. 

Circulated. Page 819. 

The Bengal Buhlic (Gambling (.Amend- 
ment)—, 1940 — 

Consideration and pa.ssnig of — 
(.Agi'eed to.) Pages 197-200. 

I'he Ih'iigal Suppre.ssion of Immoral 
'rraflic — , 1914 — 

Rei erred to Select Clommittee 
Pages 810-819. 

The Bengal Urban Area Rent Begula- 
tion — , 1915 — 

Not moved for want of previous 
sanction. Page 581, 

Bengal \ agraiicv — , 191.4- - 
(lov^'inor’s assent to — , announced 
by Mr. Presuhmt. Page 47. 

’riu' (’oroinns and C-riminal Procedure 
(Bengal Amendment) — , 1914 — 

Intiodnction oU l,y the Hon’hle 
Khan llaliadiir Saiyed Muazzain- 
nddm Jlosain Page 49. 
Consideration and pa.ssnig ol---. 
Pag('s 2.42-244, 

I'he Kast('rn Bengal and Assam 
Disoichulv House (Arnendnieiit) — , 
1944— 

Referied to Select Clommittee. 
Pao(.s 574-576, 

Hindu Intestate .'^ucce.s.sion- 
Intormatjon regarding — asked by 
Mr, tVaukim Cdiaiidra Mukheriee. 
Page 848. 


The Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro- 
perty (Bengal Agneultural Land) 
— , 1944— 

Introduction of---hy the Hoii’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhcrjea, Pago 
51. 


Notice of motion for consideration 
le/ Hoii’lile Minister Air. T. N. 
M n k e r j ea . Pago 1 64 . 


The Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro- 
perty (Extension to Agricultural 
Land) — , 1944 (non-official) — 

Motion to take into consideration 
4he — . (Lost.) Pages 570-574 

The Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amend- 
, 1944 — 

.Introduced. Page 1289. 

The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amend- 
ment) — , 1943 — 

Motion for circulation. Agreed to. 
Page 578. 


Bills — rtmcM. 

The Jiulmn Registration (Bengal 
AmendnuMit) — , 19*13 — 

Circulated for opinion. Page 677. 
Page 577. 

1 he lauid Ac(piisition (Bengal Amend- 
ment)—, 1913— 

Motion lor circulation. Agreed to. 
Page 577. 

'I he Transfer of Property and the 
Indian Hegistraiioii Ofeiigal Amend- 
ment) 191,4-- 

Tntrodnetioii of — . Agrc'ed to. 
Page 5 m). 

Circulated. Page 820. 

'rile rsiinoiis Loans (Bengal Amend- 
ment)—, 1919- 

Referr(‘(l to Select (’ommittee. 
Pagt's 128,”)-1289, 

Birbhum — 

(Question ai d sn pplemeiitaiK's regard 
ing export oi nee Irom — and 
.MnlnapoM' by Air. B'ankiiii C’liandra 
MiiUlierjee. Pages 994-991 

Black Market — 

Question M'gaidiiig alh'ged sale of 
loodsliifls to tb(‘ bv tlu' controlled 
sliojis by Mr K . (!. (’)iou(lhurv. 

Pag(' 1.469. 

Boiled rice — 

Question n'garding suiiply of- -bv 
Mr. Naresh Nath Alooklieriet 
Pag(- 1471. 

QoTjgaon— 

(,)u('stiou regarding lialubties of sub- 
division of- by Mi. Amulvadbai 
Boy Pages 1469-1,470. 

Bose, Dr. Bhupal — 

(d'e.stion rc'ganling detention of — by 
Ml. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 17. 

Bose, Mr. s. M. (Advocate-General) — 

Op'inion by — on the points of law 
aiising out ol tlio Bengal Agrieul- 
tnial liieome-tax Bill, 1944. Pages 
1094-1098. 

Brahinanbaria — 

(du'stion regarding death from starr- 
vation ill— by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das Page 1972. 

Budnet Estimates for 1944 - 45 — 

(1) Prc'.seiitatioii of — by the Hon’hle 
Pinanee Munster. Pages 220-224. 

(2) (hmeral discussion on-—. Pages 
240-261, 267-290, 294-318, 425-415. 

Bustee areas — 

(Question by Atr. Handas Afazumdar 
regarding ojiening of fire-lane.s i^u 
the — of Calcutta. Page 78. 4f 

Que.stion regarding fire in a South 
Calcutta — clue to plane crash by Air. 
Halidas Alazunidar. Pages 682-683. 
Question regarding fire in Tolly 
gunge — due to plane crash by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das. Pages 681-682. 
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Calcutta — 

Qut^tion regarding shortage of fuel in 
— b)" Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. Page 
1370. 

Calcutta Tramways Company — 

Question regarding declaration of — as 
an essential service company by 
Mr. Ranajit Pal Ohowdliury. Pages 
706-707. 

Campbell Medical School — 

Question regarding complaints against 
tlie Nursing Superintendent of the 
— by Mr. Kader Baksh. Page 1967. 

Cattle— 

Question and supplementaries rt^gard- 
ing distribution of — to the agricul- 
turists by Maulvi Muhammad Habi- 
bullah Ohowdhury, Pages 1104- 

1108. 

Cattle-breeding — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 

Ahmed. Pages 684-6^. 

Census — 

Quesi.ion regarding — of babies and ex- 
pectant mothers by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Pag(> 217. 

Central co-operative Bank — 

Question regaiding financial position 
of the — in Beiigal by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 236. 

Chakraverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra — 

Observations by — in connection with 
the cpiestion wbetlier negative 
amendments are out of order and 
whetlier marginal notes form part of 
a Bill. Pages 1757-1761. 

Observation by — on the statement of 
the Hon’ble Minister Khan Baha- 
dur Saiyed Muazzamucldin Hosain 
regarding milk situation in 
Calcutta. Page 1770. 

Question by — regarding allowances to 
political pri.soners. Page 679. 
Qut'stion regarding taking part in 
election by Government servants by 
— . Page 1102. 

Question by — regarding release of the 
political prisoners of the Midnaporo 
district. Page 583. 

Question and supplementary questions 
by— regarding introduction of 

Rationing Scheme. Page 530. 
Question and supplementary by — re- 
garding deaths due to starvation. 
Pages 44-45. 

Remarks by — regarding questions being 
answered in time. Page 525. 

Remarks by — in connection with 
Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanobis’s 
adjournment motion regarding salt 
supply. Page 565. 

Remarks by — on the ,>oint of informa- 
j-tion raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
'Das regarding unanswered out- 
standing questions. Page 1197. 
Remarks by — in connection with 
Mr. Haridas Mfizumdar’s adjourn- 
ment motion regarding shortage of 
milk BUpfly in Calcutta. Page 


Chakraverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra — contd. 
Remarks by — in connection with the 
answering of outstahding questions 
by Government. Pages 412, 413. 
Short-notice question by — regarding 
rise in prices of vegetables and 
herbs. Pages 1593-1595. 

Speech by — on the special motion 
under rule (12) of Mr. N. Ahmed 
regarding safeguarding of the rights 
of Indians in reconquered Burma. 
Pages 1933-1934. 

Speech on the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill by — . Page 
601. 

Speech by — on the third reading ot 
the Bengal Destitute Pervsons (R.e- 
pat nation and Relief) Bill 1944. 
Pages 178-179. 

Speech by — on the circulation motion 
of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, ]944. Pago 461. 
Speech by — supporting the resolution 
moved by Mr. Haridas Majnmdar 
regarding the taking of a census of 
the destitute and unemployed. Page 
420. 

SptMjcli by — on the resolution cn the 
dcatli of Khan Sabib Maulvi Abul 
Quasem, M-D.C. Page 5. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding (Hovcrnmcnt'ft lailnre to 
check prevoptiblc diseases tollowing 
the famine of 1913. Pages 64-66. 
Spceclies by — on the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repal riation and Relief) 
Bill 1944. Pages 146-152. 

Speech by — on the death of Khan 
Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. Page 
1665. 

Speech by — on the adioununent motion 
mov<xl by Mr. B. C. Mukharji re- 
garding situation created in Midna- 
pore town and villages lor non- 
availability of rice. Pages 1741, 
1750-1751. ■ 

Speech by — on the Bengal Agricultural 
hicouH^tax. Bill, 1944. Pages 985- 
986. 

Speech by — on the special motion re- 
garding filling up of civil posts by 
military personnel. Pages 1483-1484. 
Sptxiebes by — on the clauses of the 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill. Page 
1490-1491. 

Supplementary question regarding 
arrest of Mr. San at Kumar Ray 
Chowdhury by — . Pages 1179-1180. 
Supplementaries bv — on the question 
of Mr. K. K. Dutta regarding de- 
teniion under rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules. Pages 1638, 1639, 
1642. 

Supplementaries by — on bis short- 
notice question regarding high 
price of vegetables herbs, etc. 
Pages 1622-1629. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
detention of Dr. Bhupal Bose. Page 
18 . 

Supplementary questions by— regard- 
ing abnormally high prices of food- 
stuffs. Page 22. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
census of babies and expectant 
mothers. Page 218. 
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Chakraverti, Mr. Shriih Chandra— concW. 

SupplementJiry question by — regarding 
street aeeiclonts. Page 784. 
Supplenientary question by— reganling 
cotton mills in Bengal. Page 759. 
Supplementary qiu\stioji by — regarding 
fire in Tollygiinge hu.^itee area due to 
plane erasb. Page (382. 

SuTiplementary question by — regarding 
nersons arrestt^d and detained under 
Regulation 111 of 1818. Page 554. 

Supplementaries by— on the question 
of Mr* Ranajit Pal Choudhun re- 
garding barlcy-atta. Page 1992. 
Supplementary questions by— regard- 
ing town near Kanchrapara. Page 
417. 

Chatterjee, Babu Narendra Nath^ State 
prisoner — 

Ouestion and .supplomentaries regard- 
Pages 159.5-1598. 

Chatterjee, Mr. Ramananda— 

Obituary reference to tbo death ol . 
Pagi\s 2-3. 

Chittagong— 

Question regarding health report of 
by Mr. Niir Ahmed. Page 137(). 
Question rc-garding free kiielnuis in — 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 1344. 
Qu^tiori and sup piemen iaries regard- 
ing prisoners of tlie — Armoury Raul 
ease by Mr. La lit Obandra i)a«. 
J’agi.'s ‘94(3-949. 

Question regarding grievances of the 
pcMiple of— by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Page 19(34. 

Question regarding deaths due to 
starvation in — by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Page 22. . r 

Question regarding deelaration of — as 
a famine area by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Page 22. 

Chittagong Municipality- 

Question regarding emyiloymeut under 
—by Khan Sahib A1 lu'i Aziz. Page 
28. 

Cholera — 

Question by Khan Sahib Nurul Amin 
regarding — in Mymensingh district. 
Pages 8(X81. 

Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Hamid — 

Amendment moved by — ^to Mr. Amulya.- 
dhone Roy’s resolution regarding 
the appointment of a Committee to 
enquire into the observance of the 
Communal Ratio Rules relating to 
the recruitment of Scheduled Castes. 
Page 115. 

Point of information raised by — re- 
garding the supply of copies of the 
Civil List to the members of the 
Lfigiglature. Pages 1{X>6-1(X)7. 
Reasons given by — for the postpone- 
ment of discussion on Rai Bahadur 
K. O. Banerjee’s resolution on the 
Campbell Medical School strike. 
Pag4 850-861. 


Chowdhurv, Khan Bahadur Abdul 

Hamid — concld. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
of tlie Budget. Pages 3()8-310. 

Spc'ccli by — ou the resolution on the 
deatli of Khan Sahib Maulvi Abul 
Quascin, M.L.C. Page<s 4-5. 

Speech by — ou tlui condolence rd( 3 olu- 
(loii on tlie dondi of Acharya Sir 
Praiulla Cbamlru Ray. Page 1064. 
Supplementary question regarding 
prisoners ot the Chittagong Armoury 
Haul casc^ by — Pago 946. 
Suiipli'ineiitarv question regarding dis- 
Iributioii of cattle to the agricul- 
turists by—. Pages 110.5-1106. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Md. Habibullah — 

Oaib of office taken by — . Page 777. 
Qiu'siion by — regarding education of 
Muslims. Page 1971. 

Question re' jirdiug removal of paddy 
from tlu' 'trip ora StaU- to British 
India by — Page 128.3. 

Qhieslion by — regarding Orient Press 
of India. Pagi’ 1.395. 

Question ami sujiplementanos regard- 
ing distribution of eaith' to the 
agrieuitiirists bv — . Pagi^s 1104- 
UOS. 

Question and supplomeutario, regard- 
ing proscribed nooks by Kazi Nazrul 
Islam by — . Pages 1131-1133. 

Qmsstion and suiiidcummianes regard- 
ing excavation ol river Dakatia by 
— . Page 1041. 

Kjxu'ch by — on Mr, Bankim Chandra 
Mukberje(‘’s adjournment motion re^ 
garding banning of the Hindu vSan- 
m(4aui and also oilier public meet- 
ings. Pages 102.3-1025. 

SpcHxli by — in connection with obitu- 
ary reference of Nawabzada Altai 
All. Page 1591. 

Spt'och by — on the death of Khan 
Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 
Page 1666. 

Sptwh by — on the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944. Pages 920- 
923. 

Speech by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion on the death of Acharya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Ray. Pages 1066- 
1067. 

Spetxdi by — on the special motion re- 
garding filling up of civil pfxsts by 
military men. Pages 1478-1479. 
Speech bv — on tbo clauses of the Ben- 
gal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1944. Pago 1125. 

Supplementary question by — on tbo 
question of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
r< 3 garding release of Mr. Lokenath 
Bal. Page 1767. 

Supplementaries by- -on the short- 
notice question of Mr. Shrish Chan- 
dra Cnakraverti regarding 
prices of vegetables, herbs, otc. 
Pages 1625, 1627. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
qu^'stion of Mr. K. K. Dutta regard- 
ing detention under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules. Page 1641. 
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Cliowdhury, Mauivi Md. Habibullah— concZd. 

Supplementary ■question 

(Silestion of Mr. K. C. Roy Chow- 
dhury regarding Bengali novel 
“Dukha Mochan.” Page loll. 

Supplementaries by — on the 

oi School Health Service by Mr. 

Nur Ahmed. Pago 1469. 

Siipplp«‘tuitanes by— on the 

ol School Health service by Mi. 
Nnr Ahmed. Page 1469. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq— 

Observation by— regarding 

Chandra Das’s proposal ^ppi^se 
consideration of ^^Patre 

tiiral Income-tax Bill, 1944. 1 age 

870. 

Ohsmvation by— regarding rice situa- 
tion 111 Midnapore raided by 
Mr B’ankim Chandra Mukher 3 i. 
Pages 1599-1600. 

Ohsorvations P’-jn , f Mr’ 

nuestion of admissibility of Mr. 
S C Rluklierji’s ndjoiirnmfnt motion 
roKardiiig rico sit«at'o« m Midna- 
pore. Pages 16 u -1681. 

Observation by-in of'^tho 

the question of adniissibility ol the 

adiourmnent motion of Mr. 

dra Nath MahaUinobis regaiduig 

situation created on account of ; 

order of the District Magistrate of 

Murshidabad abrogating 

of the Municipalities in the 

in the matter of seizure, 

tioii. etc., of , 

articles. Pages l()^d-10/4. 

Observation hy-in 

Bahadur K, C. , Banerj. •'‘■f f " f 
sliortage and Inub pnees oi tlotli. 
Paso 1705. 

Point of order by— wliethor a ""“'nl-CT 
("n give notice of a number of 
adjournment motions and „ 

Ills chaiiee to pick up one of them. 
Page 1010. 

Point of order raised' 

whether according to rule sub- 

rule (d) ail hoiioiirahlo member can 
speak more than 15 minutes. Page 
1148. 

Point of order raised by— as to 
Xetber an amendment negativing a 
whole clause is in order. Pages 
608, 509. 

Point of order raised and observation 
made by— on the statement made 
by Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerji 
regarding milk situation in Cal- 
cutta. Page 1630. 

Point of privilege ^aised by— regard- 
ing facilities in the Library. Page 
95. 

Question by— regarding price of jute. 
Page 24. 

Question regarding education for 
Muslim gins by—. Page 631. 


Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq — contd. 

Remarks by — on the Hon’ble Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawardy’s statement on 
coal shortage. Page 664. * 

Remarks by — regarding the post- 
ponement of the discussion of the 
non-official resolution regarding an 
enquiry into the Campbell Medicnl 
School strike. Pages 67U-671. ^ 

Remarks made by — on the point of 
order regarding whetiier the Presi- 
dent can correct his own sliji of 
tongue after declaring “iioes have 
it’’ or “ayes have it”. Page 1499. 

Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding Covernment’s 
failure to check jireviMitible diseases 
following the famine of 1943. Pages 
60-61. 

Speech by — on the motion to tajke 
into consideration the Bengal 
Alienation of Agricultural Land 
(Temjiorary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 
Pago 91. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing measures to secure representa- 
tion of scheduled castes in the 
services and on statutory Boarfls, 
etc. Page 105. 

Speech by — on the Ceneral Discussion 
of the Budget. Pages 296-301. 
SpetH’h by — on Supplementary 

Demands, 1943-44. Pages 361-364. 
Spec ‘ch by — on the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Tem]jorary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944. Page 398. 
Speech by — on the Bengal Finance 
(Sales 3’ax) AimMidment JiiJl, 1944. 
Pages 484-485, 906-909. 

Speech by — on Mr. Nagendra Nath 
MahaUinobis adjournment motion 
regarding salt supply. Page.s 659- 
560, 566. 

Speech by — on the .Amendment to rule 
9 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Proeeilure Rules. Pages 660-661. 
Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing the sugar industry. Pages 
854-856. 

Speecih by — on the non-official reso- 
lution regarding provision for the 
advancement of scheduled caste 
education. Pages 951-953. 

Speech by— on the adjournment 
motion regarding publication of 
prevailing market prices in the 
gazette. Pages 1384-1385. 

Speecli by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding High Court’s 
judgement on Howrah Municipal 
affairs. Pages 1434-1436. 
Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing deaths due to starvation in 
Bengal. Page 42. 

Supplementary question by-r-regard- 
ing the House Rent Control Order 
of 1943. Page 44. J 
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»howdhury, Mr. Naitiidui Huq— concZ^. 

Supplotraentary question by — on the 
representation of the legislature on 
the after-war reconstructions com- 
mittee.* Page 87. 

Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing hailstorms over Bakarganj 

district. Page 129. 

Supplementary (piestion by~regard- 
• ing eattle-breeding. Page 685. 
Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing “(Irow More hAiod” campaign. 
Pages ;i8-39, 688-689. 

Supplementary question regarding 
arrest of Mr. Is war Chandra Mai, 
M.L.A., by — . Page 998. 

Supplementaries by— on the short- 
notice question of Mr. Shrish 
Chandra Chakravarty regarding 
high prices of vegetables, herbs, 

, etc. Pages 1624-1628. 

Supplementaries by — on the question 
of Mr. K. K. Dutta regarding 

detention under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules. Pages 
1639-1642. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Ranajit Pal- 

Question by — regarding declaration 
of Calcutta Tramways Company as 
an essential service company. Page 
706. 

Question by — regarding local lioliJays 
in Jessore. Page 724. 

Clarke, Mr. C. E.— 

Sjieech on the R'etigal Finance (Sales 
Tax) AmendiiK'nt B’ill, 1944, by — . 
Pages 591-59)1. 

Speeclies by — on the Bengal Destitute 
Pc'rsoiis (R'epati iation and Re lief) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 15)1-154, 158, 177- 
178. 

Sjieech by- -on the condolence reso- 

lution on the death of Acharya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Ray. I’age 1066. 
Speech by — on the special motion 

regarding filling np of c’vil by 

military men. Pages 11/5-1477. 
Supplementaries by — on the short- 
notice question of Mr. Shrish 
Chandra Chakravarty regarding 
high prices of vegetables, herbs, 

etc. Page 1623. 

Cioal shoPtage — 

Statement on — made by the Hon’Ue 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. Pages 

662-664. 

College of Pharmacy — 

Question regarding establishment of 
— in Bengal by Mr. Hiimayun 
Kabir. Pages 694-696. 

Committef— ^ 

Question by Mr. Mungturam Jaipnria 
regarding representation of the 
legislature on the after-war recons- 
truction—. Pages 85-87. 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 
ing Central Primary JEducation. 
— . Pagq, 84. 


Committee of Privileges — 

Nouiiiiation ol Khan Bahadur Mr. 

A Momiii hy Mr. President to the 
— in the vacaiic*y caused by the 
death of Klian Salrib Abni Quasem. 
Pages 6)15-6.36. 

4'enth report of the — presented by 
tlie Deputy Pri'sidenl . Page *^)6. 

Communal disturbances — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — hv Mr. Laht Cliandra Das. 
Pages 1221-1225. 

Question regarding— at the Chaitra 
Sankranti mela at (Jhagar by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das Pages 837-8.38. 

Communications and Works Department 

Question regarding n umber of con- 
traetors in tlu* — by Khan Sahib 
Nurul Am 111 . Pages 07-98. 

Condolence— 

Regarding Hon'hle President's be- 
reavement. Page 191.3. 

Condolence resolution— 

Moved by the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Miiazzaimi(ldin Hossain on 
the deatli of Acharya Sir Prafulla 
()haiidra Roy and spt'cclu's made in 
connection tlicrcuith. Ihiges 1063- 
1067. 

On th(' death of Klian Bahadur Kazi 
Ahdui Rashid. Images 1665-1667. 

Condonation of absence — 

Application by Mr. Hnmaynn Heza 
Chowdhurv, M.B.C., regarding — . 
Page 1800. 

Congress leaders — 

Question regarding arrest of -by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das. Page 1976. 

Contai — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing failure of crop in the — .subdivi- 
sion by Mr. B'ankim Chandra 
Muklierji. Pages 10-39-1040. 
Question regarding suspension or 
remission of rents in — by Mr. 
Bankim Chandra Mukherjee. Page 
692. 

Question regarding failure of crop in 
— hy Mr. Bankim Chandra 

Mukherjee. Page 691. 

Question regarding test relief work 
in — by Mr. B. C. Mukherji. Page 
182.5. 

Contractors— 

Question regarding total number o 
— in the Communications anc 
Works Department by Klian Sahil 
Nurul Anun. Pages 97-98. 

Controlled shops— 

Question regarding alleged sale o 
foodstuffs to the black market b; 
the — by Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury 
Page 1369. 
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Cotton mills — 

Questio^i regarding — in Bengal by 

Mr. Haridas Mazutndar. Pages 
757-769. 

Crimes — ' 

Question regarding — against women 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 19. 

Crop — 

Question regarding failure of — in 
Oontai by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. Page 691. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing failure of — in i/he Gontai sub- 
division by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. Pages 1039-1040. 

Cultivable land — 

Question regarding — in reserve forests 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 792. 

Cyclone — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — over Munshiganj and Madari- 
pur by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Pages 865-866. 

Dacca — 

Question regarding disturbances at — 
bv Mr, Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
1001 . . . . 
Question regarding high price of 
,.,ee at — by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. Page 1344. 

Dacca Jail — 

Question regarding shooting in the 
— by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
Pages 1316, 1342. 

Dakatia river— 

Question and supplementaries 

regarding excavation of — by Mr. 
Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhiiry. 
Page 1044. 

Question regarding — by Maulvi 
Muhammad Habibullah Chow- 
dhury. Page 1799. 

Damodar — 

Que.stion by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
regarding the silting up of the 
lied of the river — . Pages 123-125, 
Question regarding — Bund by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das. Page 35. 

Damodar flood — 

Question regarding damage caused 
by the — bv Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Pages 787-788. 

Damodar river — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Page 1974. 

Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra— 

Adjournment motion moved by — 
regarding Government’s failure to 
meet the serious situation arising 
out of the outbreak of preventible 
diseases following the famine. 
Pages 46, 53-56, 73-75, 


Das Mr, Lalit Chandra— comd. 

Adjournment motion of — in connec- 
tion with the communal distur- 
V>ances which occurred at the 
Chajtra Sankranti Mela on the 13th 
April, 1944, at Ghagar in Farid- 
pur district. Page 708. 

Adjournment motion moved and 

8p<‘ech made thereon by — regarding 
adequate supply and equitable 
distribution of rice at controlled 

price. Pages 1043-1046, 1054-1055. 

Adjournment motion moved and 

speeches and observation made by 
— regarding rising tide of malaria. 
Pages 1881, 1887-1888. 

Adjournment motion by — regarding 
failure of Government to give pro- 
ti'ction to the Hindus to perform 
purga Puja Ceremony at Sandwip 
for interference of Muslims. Pages 
1909, 1910. 

Amendment moved by — to the 
motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed under 
rule 96 urging the apiioniiment of 
an ajipropriato body of the type of 
a Royal Commission to examine 
the whole question of food shortage 
ill Bengal. Pages 382-384. 

Amendment moved by — to the Bengal 
Alienation of Agricultural Land 
(Temporarv Provisions) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 618-619 

Complaint by — regarding un- 
answered questions, pending from 
1943. Png(‘s 699, 701. 

Motion moved by — for the circula- 
tion of the Bengal Finanoe (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. Pages 
454-455. 

Motion moved by— to refer the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944, to a Select Com- 
mittee. Pages 467-468. 

Observation by — in connection with 
the point of privilejre' Iraiscd by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumaar regardnig 
non-availability of rice at con- 
trolled rates in certain districts of 
Bengal. Pages 632, 633. 

Observations by — regart^ing ceirtain 
notification by Government ban- 
ning public meetings in Dacca, 
Calcutta and Midnapore. Pages 
1923-1924. 

Observations by — in connection with 
the question of admissibility of the 
adjournment motion of Mr. Nagen- 
dra Nath Maablanohis regarding 
order of the District Magistrate of 
Murshidabad abroaga4ing the 
power of the municipalmes in the 
district. Pages 1674, 1676. ' 

Observation by — in connection with 
the question whether marginal 
notes should form part of a Bill and 
whether negative amendments are 
out of order. Pages 1768, 1760, 

im. 
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Das, JMr. Lalft Chandra — rontd. 

Observations by — regarding the 
admissibility of liis adjournment 
motion about the filling up of civil 
posts by military men after the 
Chief Minister’s statement. Pages 
1356-1358. 

Observations made by — in j’ustifica- 
tion of his adjournment motion 
regarding prevalence of cholera in 
Bengal. Pages 804-805. 

Observations on the question of 
admissibility of his adjournment 
motion regarding the failure of the 
Government to make effective their 
price control order on rice. Pages 
735-738. 

Observations by — regarding certain 
corrections made in clause 65 of the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, 1944 (dispute regarding cor- 
rection). Pages 1950-1953. 

Point of information raised by — 
regarding the number of out- 
standing questions lying unanswered 
since 1941. Page 655. 

Point of information by— regarding 
questidn on the rise of price of rice 
at Dacca. Page 830. 

Point of information raised by — 
as to why bis short-notice question 
regarding the ex-Mayor Mr. Sanat 
Kumar Ray Chowdhury and 
another person named Mr. Hari- 
prasad Misra had not come up for 
reply that day. Pages 1177-1178. 

Point of information raised by — 
regarding unanswered outstanding 
questions. Pages 1197-1198. 

Point of information by — regarding 
reported prosecution of Mr. Kiran 
Sankar Ray and Mr. San tosh 
Kumar Basu for bolding a meeting 
at Sradhaminda Park. Pages 1782- 
1783. 

Point of order raised b — that the 
third reading of a ''Mi cannot he 
taken up on the same day as the 
amendments^ are passed. Page 172. 

Point td' order raised by — that the 
special motion oi Mr. Nur Ahmed 
regarding the appointment of a 
■^oyal Commissioner to examine 
the ..question of food shortage in 
Bengal should be* under rule 112 
and not under rule 96. Pages 376, 
379. 

Point of order raised by — that 
revenue cannot be taxed. Page 
1247. 

Point of order raised by — as to 
whether the President can correct 
his own slip of tongue after 
declaring *^Koes have it” or “Ayes 
hcfve it”. Pages 1496-1504. 

Point of order., raised by — wdiether 
the proceedings of the debate on 
9tli August, 1944, should not be 
declared null and void, because the 
Chair had to adjourn the House 
there being no quorum. Paces 1632, 
1633. 


Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra — eontd. 

Toint of privilege raised byr-regarding 
the fate of his letter addressed to 
the Speaker of the A.ssembly through 
the Hon’Llo President. .Page 1948. 

Question by — regarding distribution 
of Government grants to aided 
schools. Pages 9-13. 

Question by — regarding All-India 
Spinners Association anil Khadi 
Pratesthan, etc. Page 13. 

Question b> — regarding detention of 
Dr. Bhupal Hose. Pages 17-18. 

Question and supplementary by — 
regaiding Damodar Hund’, Pages 
35-36. 

Que.stion and supplementary by — 
regarding deaths iliu* to starvation 
in Hengal. Pages U)-13. 

Q.ie.Mion h.i — regartling ration cards 
for “hliog". I'ages 194-lf)5. 

Question rrga riling rehabilitation of 
faimno-stncken pi'ojile bv — . Pages 
265-266. 

Question by — n’garding arrest of 
Sj. Dlurendra Nath Dutta, M.L.A., 
and Sj. 8. C. Saha, B.Jj. Page 
323. 

Que.stion ])y — ri'garding assistance to 
th(‘ families ol air-niid victims. 
Page 373 

Remarks by — regarding difficultues of 
moving amendments to clause 4 of 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricul- 
tuial Land ( Tt'mjiorary Provisions) 
Bill, 19j-'l, il a eertaiu action is 
taken. Page 399. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
})oint of information regarding 
‘‘B’hog”-rationing raised by Mr. 
Ilaridas Mazumdar. Page 408. 

Question by— regarding security pri- 
soner Dr. Nripeiulra Natli Bose. 
Pago 415. 

Remarks liy— regarding placing of 
.statements in tlu> Library Table. 
Pages 527-528. 

Remarks bi — regarding the jiostpone- 
ment of tlie discussion of the ngn- 
oflicial resolution regarding an 
enquiry into the Campbell Medical 
School strike. Page 671. 

Question by — regarding fire in Tolly- 
gunge Jyufifee area due to jilane 
crash. Pago 681. 

Question by — regarding shops in 
Calcutta under the Rativining 
Scheme, Page 703. 

Question by — regarding study 
allowance to State prisoners. Page 
706. 

Question by — regarding deaths duo to 
.starvation in Calcutta. Pages 
723, 729. 

Question bv — regarding increase in 
the number of street accidents. 
Pages 782-784. 

Question by — regarding Damodar 
flood. Pages 787-788. 
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Das, Mr. Lallt Chandra— contd. 
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to Barrackpore. Page 1371. 
Question by — regarding supersession 
of the Bhatpara Municipality. 
Page 1970. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing rationing in Barrackpore by — . 
Page 1040. 

Short-notice quest ioanv by — regarding 
road and drain repairs in the 
Bhatpara Municipality. Pages 
1994-1995. 


Hossain, Mr. Latafat— concW. 

Speech hy — on the amendments to the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1911. Page 521. Appen- 
dix. 

Speech in Urdu hy — on the adjouri^ 
ment motion regarding High 
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the point of information of 
Mr. H. D. Mazumdar whether a 
new judge would be appointed in 
place of Mr. Akbar, to the tribunal 
to Jiear election dispute to Sir 
K. G. M. Farotjui. Page 1889. 

Observation by — on the adjournment 
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ing the right of the House to utilize 

ooL questions. Pages 

000-807. 

Point of privilege raised by — that 
although his adjournment motion 
regarding rice was based on infor- 
mation contained in an official 
document yet the Hon’ble Minister, 
Civil Supplies, described it as pre- 
nidieial and not based on facts 
Pages 450-451. 

Question by— regarding Mr. Suresh 
Chandra Gupta, security prisoner. 
Page 20. 

Question by — regarding employment of 
unemployed poor teachers. Page 21. 
Question by— regarding Taxation Bills 
passed into law. Page 29. 

Question by — regarding realisation of 
Education Cess. Page 34. 

Question by — regarding dearness 
allowance to aehool teachors. Page 
34 . 
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Question by— regarding opening of 
fire lajies in the bustee areas of 
Calcutta. Page 78. 

Question by — regarding starvation 
cases in Calcutta. Pages 79-80. 
Question by — regarding grievances of 
tramcar passengers. Pages 98-99. 
Question by — regarding silting up of 
the bed of the river Darnodar. 
Pages 128-125. 

Question ' of tlie constitution of a 
Public Accounts Committee raised 
by — in connection with the presen- 
tation of the Budget Estimates for 
1944-45. Page 220. 

Question and supplementary by — re- 

f arding minimum price of jute, 
’ages 218-219. 

Question by — regarding scarcity of fish 
in Bengal. Page 228. 

Question oy — regarding music before 
mosque. Page 324. 

Question by — regaruiiig cases stayed 
under Bengal Non-Agricnltural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Act, 1940. Page 347. 

Question and supplementary question 
by — regarding grievances of tramcar 
passengers. Pages 415-416. 

Question by — regarding want of rico 
and cloth in Bakarganj district. 
Page 628. 

Question and supplementary questions 
by — regarding bad quality of rice. 
Pages 528-529. 

Question by — regarding deaths due to 
malaria and cholera. Pages 679- 
680. 

Question by — regarding fire in a South 
Calcutta Bustee Area due to plane 
crash. — Page 682. 

Question by — regarding cases before 
Debt Settlement Boards. Page 704. 
Question by — r^ardiiig cases of starv- 
ing women. Page 725. 

Question by — regarding Puber Bniidh. 
Page 757. 

Question by — regarding cotton mills 
in Bengal. Pages 757-758. 

Question by — regarding members of 
the legislature detained as security 
prisoners. Pages 788-799. 

Question regarding need of a dispen- 
sary at Shankarpur by — .Page 913. 
Question regarding Mr. Narayan 
Chandra Bhattacnarjee by — . Pago 
999. 

Question regarding disturbances at 
Dacca by — . Page 1001. 

Question regarding security prisoners 
by—. Pages 1102-1103. 

Question and supplomentaries regard- 
mg arrest of Mr. Sanat Kumar Roy 
Cliowdhury by—. Pages 1178-1180. 
Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing soft-coke by—. Page 1200. 
Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing stock of foodgrains reno^ered 
human consumption. Pages 
1201“1202. 

Qu^taon regarding cost of aerial visits 
of Ministers by—. Page 1296. 


Maiumdsr, Mr. Harlda*— 

Question and supplementaries regard-* 
iiig insufficiency of the ration for 
manual labourers and children by — . 
Pages 1202-1203. 

Question and suppleimuitaries regard- 
ing shooting in the Dacca Jail by — . 
Page 1316. 

Question regarding shooting in the 
Dacca Jail by — . Pago 1312. 

Qne.stion and supplenicntanes by — re- 
garding liigli price of rice. Page 
1345. 

Question by — regarding higli price* of 
foodstuff 111 Bakarganj. Pago 1367 

Qin'stion Jby — regarding scarcity of 
softcoko. Page 1375. 

Question bv — regarding rural wat/r- 
supply. Page 1376. 

Question and supplementary by — re^ 
garding dolenuos Sj. PrafiiUa 
l^njan Cliakravarty and Sj. Sudhir 
Kumar Aicb. Page 1419, 

Quotum by — regarding purchase of 
rice by the Covernment. Pago 1467. 

Question and supplmnentary by — re- 
garding release of Mr. Lokenath 
Pal. Page 1767. 

Question and supplomoniaries by — re- 
garding gruel kitcliim. Pages 1825- 
1826. 

Question by — regarding Howrah 

Municipality. Page 1961. 

Question by — regarding Pabna 8at- 
sang. Page 1964. 

Question by — regarding Darnodar 
River. Page 1974. 

Question regarding report of Enquiry 
Committee about Howrah Munici- 
pality by — and Rai Sahib Jogendra 
Nath Roy. Page 1975. 

Ri-marks by— in connection with Mr. 
Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish’s 
adjournment motion regarding salt 
supply. Page 660. 

Remarks by — regarding the placing 
of statements on the Library Table. 
Pages 526-527, 628. 

R/emarks by— regarding ti e fixation of 
Government business on Fridays. 
Page 238. 

Remarks by— on the Hon’ble Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawardy’s statement on 
coal shortage. Pages 663, 664. 

Resolution moved by — regarding the 
setting apart of Rs. 50 lakhs for the 
education of the Scheduled Castes. 
Pages 857-862. 

Resolution moved by — regarding taking 
of a census of the destitutes and un- 
employed in the rural areas of 
Bengal, etc. Pages 116-118. 

Short-notico question bv — regarding 
hailstorm over Bakarganj district. 
Pages 127-128. 

Short-notice question by — regarding 
rupply of bad quality rice causing 
serious distress and outbreak cf 
diseases. Pages 190, 192. 

Short-notice question by — regarding; 
damage caused by rains "to the foo<^ 
grains supplied oy the Gnvemmenfi 
of India. Page 322. ■ . 
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MazumOet, Mr« flaricias — contd. 
Short-notice question by — regarding 
certain communal dispute over 
birth-day celebration of Dr. 
Rabindra N. Tagot^ at a Dacca 
High English School. Page 1994. 
Special question — ^regarding agricul- 
tural institutions in Bengal. Page 
722. 

Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing failure of crop in Contai. Page 
691. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
allowances to political prisoners. 
Page 679. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
cattle-breeding. Page 686. 
Supplementary question liy — regarding 
establishment of a CJollege of Phar- 
macy in Bengal. Page 696. 
Supplementary question by — on the 
question of Mr. Ranajit Pal Chau- 
dhuri regarding barley atta. Page 
1992. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
expenditure on Muslim Halls and 
Hostels. Page 782. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
epidemics in Bengal. Page 798. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
case against Mr. Latafut Hossain 
M.L.C. Page 623. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
introduction of Rationing Kcheme. 
Pages 530-531. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
persons arrested and detained under 
Regulation III of 1818. Page 554. 
Supplementary question regarding 
appointments in Medical Department, 
by — . Page 610. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
relief to the poor. Page 611. 
Supplementary questions oy — regarding 
measures to spread I nowlcdge about 
social hygiene. Page 190. 
Supplementary questions by — regarding 
Damodar Bund. Page 37. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
financial position of the Central Co- 
operative Bank in Bengal. Page 
237. 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
padd.v seeds for the aman crops in 
Noakhali. Page 188. 

Simplementarjy question by — regarding 
Bengal Mining Settlements Act. 
Page 236. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
evacuees from Bengal to Assam. 
Page 322. 

Si^pTementary question by — ^regarding 
Health Survey Committee. Page 
294. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
destitute girls. Page 369. 
Supplementary questions by — regarding 
assistance to the families of air-raid 
victims. Page 394. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
destitute families. Pages 405^06. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
a T. B. hospital at Dinajpur. Pagd’ 
77 . 

Hupplementury question by — regarding 
detenu Lai it Bandhu Chakravarty. 
Pages 161-162. 


Maiumdar Mr, Maridaw — contd. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
representation of the legislature on 
the After- War Reconstruction Com- 
mittee. Pages 86-87. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
number of contractors in the Com- 
munications and Works Department. 
Page 98. 

Supplementary question bv — regarding 
deaths from malaria, cholera, other 
diseases in Chittagang during 1936 
to 1942. Pages 137-138. 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
All-India Spinners’ Association and 
Khadi Pratisthan, etc. Pages 15, 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
detention of Dr. Bhupal Bose. Page 
18. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
distribution of Government grants to 
aided schools. Page 13. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
Muslim female medical practitioners 
in Bengal. Page 

Sup])lementaries by — on the question 
of Mr. N. N. Mohalanobish regard- 
ing arrest of Mr. N. Dutta Mazum- 
der.. Page 1795. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mohalanobish regarding security 
prisoners Sj. R.abindra Nath Sikda'r 
and Sj. Mohit Mohan Moulik. 
Pages 152-1353. 

Supplementary question by — on tho 
question of Maulvi Md. H. Chow- 
dhury regarding removal of paddy 
from the Tippera State to the 
British India. Page 1284. 

Supplementary questions by — regarding 
communal disturbances. Pages 1222- 
1225. 

Supplementary question by — regerdin<> 
cyclone over Munshiganj ~ and 
Madaripur. Page 866. 

Supplementary question regarding 
prisoners of the Qliittagong Armoury 
Raid Case by — . Page 948. 

Supplementary question regarding 
detenu Srijut Amulya Mukheriee by 
— . Page 891. 

Speech by — on the resolution on the 
death of Khan Sahib Maulvi Abul 
Quasem, M.L.C. Page 5. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding Government’s failure to 
check preventible diseases following 
in the wake of the famine of 1943. 
Pages 66-67. 

Speech by — on the motion to take into 
considration the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944. Pages 91, 93. 

Sfioeqh by — on the resolution regard- 
i^ measures to secure representa- 
tion of Scheduled Castes in the 
Services and on Statutory Boards, 
^ etc. Page 102. 

Speech b^ — on the amendment to the 
resolution regarding a Committee to 
enquire into the observance of tho 
Communal Ratio Rules relating to 
the recruitment of the Scheduled 
Castes. Page 115. 
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Maiiiindtr Mr* Haridas — contd. 

Speeches by — on the Bengal Destitute 
persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 144-147. 

Speech by — on the third reading of 
of the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Llelief) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 172-173. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
of the Budget. Pages 240-248. 

Speech by — on Excess Demands for 
1941-42. Pages 34H-3I9. 

Speech by — on Supplementary De- 
mands, 1943-44. Pages 349-354. 

Speech by — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed under rule 96 urging tho 
appointment of an appropriate body 
of the type of a Roval Ooinmission 
to examine* the whole question of 
food shortage in Bengal, Page 389. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944. Page 397. 

Speech by — on th(‘ consideration 
motion of the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 
Pages 453-454. 

Speeches by — on the amendments to 
the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944. Pages 505, 
514. 

Speeches on the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Hill, 1944, by — . 
Pages 534-535, 541, 546-547, 586-,590. 

Speecli by — on his amendment to the 
Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (Temporarv Provisions) Bill, 
1944. Page 622. ‘ 

Speech rt'garding the Bengal Embank- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. Pagq 
740. 

Speech by — on the non-official resolu- 
tion regarding provision for the 
advancement of the Scheduled Caste 
education. Pages 962-963. 

Speech by — on Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjoe’s adjournment motion re- 
garding banning of tho Hindu 
Sanmelani and also o+her public 
meetings. Pages 1021-'' 5’M. 

Speech by — on the non-orlicial resolu- 
tion regarding the improvement of 
the shoe-making industry of Bengal. 
Pages 1057-1061. 

Speet'h by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion ' on tho death of Acharya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Ray. Pages 1064- 
1065. 

Speech by-— on the non-official resolu- 
tion urging formulation of a compre- 
hensive scheme for development of 
indigenous drug industry tabled by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 1192-1194. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding publication of prevailing 
market prices in the Gazette. Pages 
1381-1383. 

Speech by — on the special motion re- 
garding filling up of civil posts with 
military personnel. Pages 1484- 
1486. ^ 

Speech made by — in ooAneotion with 
the obituary reference of Nawabzada 
Altaf Ali. Page 1590. 

Speech by— on the death of Khan 
Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. Page 


Mazomtftr Mr, H»riilM--<}oncld. 

' Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
of Mr. B. C. Mukherji regarding 
situation created for non-avanability 
of rice in the Midnapore town ’ and 
villages and existence of black 
market. Pages 174^1746. 

Speech by — on the adiourument motion 
of Mr. B. C. Mukherji regarding 
situation created by the action of 
the District Magistrate, Murshida- 
bad, prohibiting the Berhamporo 
Municipality for seizing or destroy- 
ing unwliolesonie food under the 
provisions of tlu* Beugal Municipal 
Act. Pages 2()()4-2(X)5. 

Speeches by — on tlio clauses of the 
Bengal Agricultural Ituome-tux Bill. 
Pages 1217-1219, 1323-1324, 1326, 

13.34, 13^16, 1.360-1361, 1441, 1446- 

1419, 14;j5, 1459-1461, 1492-1494. 

Medical Department — 

Question regarding api)oiiitmonts ill 
the — by Khan Sahib iSnrul Amin. 
Page 609. 

Members of the Legislature — 

Question regarding — detained as 

security prisoners. Pages 788-789. 

Message — 

From the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
regarding Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. Page 
130. 

From the Tiegislntivo Assmnbly regard- 
ing the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill, 1944, as passed by that 
House. Page 831. 

From the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
regarding the Bengal Non- Agricul- 
tural Tenancy ('Femporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1941. Page 
1013. 

From the Legislative Assembly regard- 
ing the Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1944. 
Pago 1091. 

Received from the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly regard ng Bengal Orphan- 
ages and Widows’ Homes Bill, 1944. 
Page 586. 

Midnapore — 

Discussion regarding rice situtions in 
— raised by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. Pages 1598-1600. 

Question regarding release of the poli- 
tical prisoners of the — district by Mr, 
Shrish Chandra Chakraverti. Page 
683. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing export of rice from Birbhum and 
— by Mr. Bankim Chandra TVfukher- 
jee. Pages 993-994. 

Milk situation in Calcutta-— 

Discussion on — initiated by Rai Baha- 
dur Keshab Chandra Banerji. Pages 
1629-1630. 

Statement on — by the Hon ’hie Rhan 
Bahadur Saiyed Miiazzamuddin 
Hosain. Page 1010, 

Statement on — moved by the Hon’ble 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
iiddin Hosain and discussion therein. 
Pages 1767-1772. 
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Minonties — 

Question regarding reservation of seats 
for Muslim — in Municipalities. Page 
135. 

Misra, Mrt Hah Prasatma — 

Question regarding prosecution of Mr. 
Sanat Kumar Roy Chowdhury and 
— by Mr. Lalit Cnandra Das. Pagef 
1315. 

Mohalanobish, Mr. Nagendra Nath — 

Adjournment motion regarding short- 
age of salt supply in Bengal districts 
mentioned by — . Pages 501-504. 
Adjournment motion regarding publi- 
cation of prevailing market prices 
in the Calcutta Gazette moved by 
— . (Motion was negatived.) Pages 
1377-1381, 1301-1392. 

Adjournment motion moved by — rt*- 
garding order of the District 
Magistrate of Murshidabad on the 
Berharapore Municipality abrogat- 
ing powers of municipalities of the 
district under the Defence of India 
Rules in the matter of seizure, des- 
truction and prevention of Sale of 
unwholesome rood articles. Pages 
1775-1776. 

Motion movcnl by — that the Flindu 
Women’s Rights to Property (Ex- 
tension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 
1943, bo taken into consideration, 
also reply to the debate by — . 
Pages 570-572, 573. 

Notic*e given of adjournment motion 
regarding shortage in salt supply by 
— . Page 555. 

Notice of adjournment motion given 
by — regarding shortage of sugar 
supply in Jalpaiguri district. 
(Postponed.) Pages 1156-1158. 

Notice of adjournment motion regard- 
ing inadequate supply of sugar to 
Jalpaiguri, given oy — . Pages 1227- 
1228. 

Notice of adjournment motion given 
by — regarding price of rice published 
in the Si^plement to the Calcuttai 
Gazette. Pages 1298-1301. 

Observations by — on the discussion 
regarding admissibility of the ad- 
journment motion of Mr. B. C. 
Mukherji regarding right of then 
Calcutta Corporation to inspect 
foodgrains of the ration shops in 
Calcutta Pages 1945, 1946, 
Observation by — on the point of 
order raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury whether according to 
rule 42, sub-rule (J^), an honourable 
member can speaK more than 15 
minutes. Pages 1149-1150. 

Observation by — on the statement of 
the Hon’blc Khwaja Rir Nazimuddin 
regarding supjily of quinine to 
Bengal districts. Page 1673. 

Observation by — in connection with 
the question whether negative 
amendments are out of order, 
raised during discussion of clause 
335 of the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944. Page 1757. 


Molialanobish, Mr, Nagentfra Nath-^c^on^^. 

Observations by — on the statemeixit of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy regard- 
ing order of the District Magis- 
trate, Murshidabad, on the Berham- 
pore Municipality (regarding rotten 
atta.) Pages 1772-1773, 1774. 

Point of order raised by — regarding 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s speech on 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, 1944, as ta whether the honour- 
able member is in order to say that 
the Muhammadans are attacking the 
Zemindary System. Page 873. 

Point of privilege raised by-^-regard- 
ing libellous statement published in 
certain newspaper against the Pre- 
sident and members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. Pages 1859- 
1860. 

Point or order raised and speeches 
made by — in connection witn the 
discussions of. special motion of Mr. 
H. Kabir regarding promulgation 
of the Ordinances during the pend- 
enc.y of the Council Session. Pages 
1934, 1935, 1938, 1939-1940. 

Question and supx)lementaries by — re- 
garding maintenance of the family 
of persons detained under rules 
26 and 129 of the Defence of India 
Rules. Pages 20-21. 

Question by — regarding opening of 
free kitchens by the Government in 
North Bengal. Page 29. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 
garding dispensation of civil justice 
by executive officers. Page 45. 
Question by — regarding a properly- 
equipped T.B. hospital at Dinajpur. 
Page 77. 

Question by — regarding extension of 
the operation of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act to Western Duars. 
Page 85. 

Question by — regarding Debt Settle- 
ment Board. Page 449. 

Question by — regarding controlled 
grain shops in the mofussil. Page 
526. 

Question and supplementary question 
by — regarding standard cloth. 
Pages 524-525. 

Question by — regarding Debt Settle- 
ment Boards. Page 529. 

Question by— r^arding persons arrest- 
ed and detained under Regulation 
HI of 1S18. Page 554. 

Question by — -regarding yield of paddy 
in Bengal. Page dM. 

Question h;^ regarding production of 
foodstuff in Bengal. Page 724.. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing cost of supplying foodstuffs to 
Government employees at reduced 
rate by — . Pages 1293-1294. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 
garding security prisoners Sj. 
Robindra Nath Sikdar and Sj. 
Mohit Mohan Moulik. Pages 1351- 
1362. 

Question by — regarding State prisoner 
Narendra Nath CEatterjee. Pages 
1595-1596 



(Jaestion and supplementaries by — re- 
gftrding release of persons detained 
under rule 26 of the Defence of 
India 3ules and convicted under 
the Special Criminal Courts Ordi- 
nance. Pages 1735-1736. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- j 
garding arrest of Mr. Miharendu 
Dutta Mazumder. Pages 1793, 
1794. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 
garding security prisoners Babu 
Prithish Cliandra Ghosh and others 
Pages 1798-1799. 

Bemarks by — regarding short-notice 
amendments. Page 152. 

Bemarks by — regarding short-notice 
amendments to Bills. Pago 166. 

Remarks by — regarding the absence of 
the Hon’ble Ministers during the 
Budget Discussion. Page 275. 

Remarks by — justifying his short- 
notice amendments to the Bengal 
Alienation of Agricultural Land 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 

^ Pages 400, 401. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
resolution regarding encoiiragoraent 
of sugar industry. Page 677. 

Request by — to move an amendment 
to an amendment which was with- 
drawn. Page 142. 

Speech by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding Govcrnnient’s 
failure to check preventible diseases 
following the famine of 1943. Pages 
CG-67. 

Speech by — on the circulation motion 
of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944. Page 462. 

Speech by — on the amendments to the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944. Pages 610, 614, 
515. 

Speech by — in reply to the official 
statement on his adjournment motion 
regarding salt supply. Pages 657, 
562. 

Speech by— on Mr. Bai.kim Chandra 
Muklierjeo’.s adjournmont motion re- 
garding banning of the Hindu 
Sanmelani and also other public 
meetings. Pages 1025-1026, 

Speeches and observations by — in con- 
nection with his adjournment 
motion regarding situation created 
on account of the order of 
the District Magistrate of 
Murshidabad abrogating the power 
of the municipalities in the district 
in the matter of seizure, destruction, 
etc., of unwholesome food articles, 
which endanger public health. 
Pages 1673, 1675. 

Speech and observations by — on tha 
adjournment motion of Mr. B. O. 
Mukherji regarding situation created 
in the Midnapore town and villages 
for non-availability of rice and exist- 
ence of black market. Pages 1741- 
1742. 


Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
of Mr. H. Kabir r^arding refusal 
by the Additional District Ma^is- 
t nto, Faridpur, to hold % meeting 
of the Krisliak Proja Samity at 
Bukhunda. Pages 1838-1839. 
Supplementary question bv — regarding 
snortage in the supply of non- 
jiidicial stamps. Pago 40. 
Supplementary quo.stions by — regard- 
ing All-India Spinners’ Association 
and Khadi Pratisthan, etc. Pag© 
16. 

Speeches by — on the clauses of the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1944. Pages 1168-1172, 1215-1216, 

1259-1260, 1277-1278, 1302, 1309-1310, 
1313, 1321, 1328-1329, 1336, 1361- 

1364, 1401, 1515-1521, 1651-1362, 

1565, 1.j71, 1683, 1688, 1691, 1697- 

1698, 1761-1765, 1876-1877, 1898-1903, 
1919-1953. 

Spec'ch by — on the amendment for dole- 
tioji ot 49 of the Bengal 

Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 
Pages 1761-1765, 1812-1813, 1842. 

Momin, Khan Bahadur, M.A. — 

Speech by — on the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944. Page 903, 
904-906. 

Speech by — on rlause 1 of the 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 

Bill. 1944. Pages 1236-1237. 

Speecri by — on the clauses of the 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 

Bill, 1944. Pages 1329, 1331. 

Speech by — on tlio non-official resolu- 
tion urging formulation of a com- 
prehensive scheme for development 
of indigenous drug industry tabled 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 1194- 
1195. 

SpeiX'li by — on the 8])Gcial motions 
regarding filling up of civil posts by 
military men. Pages 1479-1481. 
Speech by — on the special motion 
(under rule 112) of Mr. N. Ahmed 
regarding safeguarding of rights of 
Indians in re-conquered Burma. 
Pages 1927-1928. 

Speech by — on the motion to take 

into consideration the Bengal 
Alienation of Agricultural Land 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 91-92. 

Speech by — on the resolution on the 
death of Khan Sahib Maulvi Abul 
Quasem, M.L.O. Page 6. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1943. Pages 297 , 208-209. 

Speech by — on the amendments to 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricul- 
tural Land (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 622-624. 

Speech by — on the Select Committee 
motiin regarding the Bengal Court 
of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 813-814. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
of the Budget. Pages 316-318. 
Speech by— on the third reading of 
the Bengal Diseases of Animals 
Bill, 1944. Pages 768-771. 
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Momifi, Khan BaUmfur, M.A,-^oncld. 

Si^gestion by — that members of the 
House might speak after a Govern- 
ment member had replied to a 
debate. Page 852. 

Supplementary question by— re^rd- 
ing failure of crop in Contai. Page 
691. 

Speech by — supporting the address 
motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed 
requesting His Excellency to take 
immediate steps to revoke the order 
suspending Haj Sailings, etc, Pages 
1819-1820. 

Motions under rule 112 — 

Of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules. Page 371. 

Regarding arrangemnit for imnii- 
diate snipping of cereals, etc., from 
outside India to Bengal. (Agreed 
to.) Pages 771-375. 

Regarding enquiry to examine the 
question of food shortage in Bengal. 
(Agreed to.) Pages 875-391. 

Regarding manufacture of salt by in- 
digenous methods in Bengal. 
(Agreed to.) Pages 841-845. 

Regarding withdrawal of reflations 
restricting the entry of Indians im- 
migrants into Kenya, etc. Pages 
846-847. 

Safeguarding the rights of Indians in 
re-conquored Burma by Mr. Nur 

Ahmed. Discussion regarding — . 
Pages 1924-1934. 

Moulik, 8J. Mohit Mohan — 

Question regarding security prisoners 
Sj. Rabindra Nath Sikdar and — by 
Mr. Nagendrariath Mahalanobish. 
Page 1351. 

Mukherjee, Mr. Bankim Chandra — 

Adjournment motion moved and 

speech made fhereon by — regarding 
banning of the Hindu Sanmelani 
and also other public meetings. 
Pages 1015-1020j 1033-1935. 

Adjournment motion on Government’s 
failure to proceed with the conside- 
ration of the Bengal Destitute! 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944, by — . (Disallowed.) 
Pages 1136-1138. 

Adjournment motion moved and 

speeches and observations made by — 
regarding situation created in 

Midnapore town and villages for 
non-availability of rice and exist- 
ence of black market. Pages 1738- 
1741, 1752, 1763, 1754. 

Adjournment motion ref rding ' abro- 
gation of the powers or the Berham- 
pore Municipality by — . Pages 1980- 
1982. 

Adjournment motion moved and 
speeches and observations made by — 
regarding situation created by the 
action of the District Magistrate, 
Murshidabad, r’’ohibiting Berham- 
pore Municipalitv for seizing or 
destroying unwholesome food under 
the provisions of the Bengal 
Municipal Act. Pages 2002-2()04, 
2010-2011, 2012, 


Mukherjee, Mr. Bankim Chanchti — cofUd. 

Amendments, etc., by — on the Bengal 
Orphanages and Widows’ Homes 
Bill, 1944. Pages 807-808, 810. 

Amendment moved and speech made 
by — regarding the Bengal Af icul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944. JPages 
880-885,^ 887-890. 

Short-notice amendments put in by — 
to the Bengal Orphanage Bill. 
Pages 778-779. 

Enquiry made by — about his short- 
noticje question regarding Famine 
Enquiry Commission. Page 1598. 

Observations by — in connection with 
the discussion of the point of order 
of Mr. Humayun Kabir objecting 
to the giving of notice of the 
Honourable Finance Minister re- 
garding motion for consideration and 
passing of the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill. Pages 8;l3-836. 

Motion that the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944, be referred to 
a Select Committee moved by — . 
Pages 926-929. 

Observations by — regarding rice situa- 
tion ill Midnapore. Page 1599. 

Observations and speech by — in coTi- 
nection with the discussions regard- 
ing sitting hours of the Council, 
Pages 1645, J64S, 1649. 

Observations by — in connection with 
the question of admissibility of his 
adjournment motion regarding rice 
situation in Midnapore. Page 1677, 

Observations bv — on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. N. N. Mohalanohis 
regarding situation created by the 
order of tlie District Magistrate, 
Murshidabad, on the Berhanipore 
Municipality under the Defence of 
India Rules abrogating powers ot 
the municipalities of the district in 
the matter of seizure, destruction, 
etc., of unwholesome food articles. 
Pages 1776, 1777, 

Observations and speech by — in connec- 
tion with the discussion of the ad- 
journment motion of Mr. Humayun 
Kabir regarding refusal of permission 
by the Additional Deputy Magis- 
trate, Farid jfur, to hold a meeting of 
Krisbak Proja Somity at Bakhunda. 
Pages m85, 1836, 1840. 

Observations by — -on the admissibility 
of his adjournment motion regarding 
situation arising out of the action 
of District Magistrate, Murshidabad, 
prohibiting the B(‘rhamporo Munici- 
pality from seizing on destroying 
unwholesome food under the provi- 
sions of the Bengal Municipal Act. 
(Motion admitted.) Pages 1910-1911. 

Observations by — on the statement of 
Mr. K. K. Dutta regarding notice 
circulated about some alteration in 
clause 65 of the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944. Page 1915. 

Observations by — on the discussion re- 
gnrding admissibility of his adjourn- 
ment motion regarding right of the 
Calcutta Corporation to inspect food- 
grains of the ration shops in Cal- 
cutta. Pages 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 
1947. 
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•lyltherjetf, Mr. Bankim Chandra — contd, 
0bs€^vati/0ii9 by — in support erf the 
point of order raised by Mr. Lalit 
Oiandra Das that the motion of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding the 
appointment of a Royal Commission 
to examine the question of the food 
shortage in Bengal should be under t 
rule 112 and not under rule 96. 
Page 377. 

Observations by — on certain important 
points arising out of the discussion 
of the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill, 1944. Pages 1071-1076. 
Observation by — on the point of order 
raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq Ohow- 
dhury whether according to rule 
42, sub-rule (4), an honourable mem- 
ber can speak more than 15 minutes. 
Page 1149. 

Observation by — whether amendments 
standing in ibho name of Government 
Party members can be moved by 
other members not belonging to 
the Government Party in the case of 
Government’s not moving any 
amendments. Pages 1275-1276. 

Point of information raised by — re- 
garding the constitution of Food 
Committ(‘e.s. Page 759. 

Point of information by — regarding his 
short-notice question regarding 
supply of (iw.s seeds in the Contai 
subdivision. Page 830. 

Piint of information raised by — as to 
what action Government had taken 
on the resolution regarding the 
‘Hindu Intestate Succession Bill re- 
questing the Government of India to 
postpone consideration of the Bill. 
Pages 867-86S. 

Point of information raised by — in 
connection with Mr. Ilaridas 
Maznmdar’s adjournment motion re- 
garding shortage of milk supply in 
Calcutta, Page 971. 

Point of information raised by — 
whether all expenditure regarding 
irrigation which would go to supply 
water to the agriculturists are being 
recouped in the shape of rates to bo 
realised from the agriculturists. 
Page 1242. 

Point of order raised and observa- 
tions by — ^vdiether a Bill could be 
discussed without the M i nister-i n- 
Charge piloting the Bill being 
present. Pago 1629. 

Point of privilege and observations 
by — regarding placing of the original 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill as 
passed by the Assembly on the 
table. Pages 1947-1948. 

Point of privilege by — that proroga- 
tion of the Council Session without 
dealing with the adjournment 
motions pending would seriously 
affect the privilege of the members 
of the House. Pages 1999-2000. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
supply of bad quality rice causing 
distress and outbreak of diseases. 
Page 192. 

Questions by — regarding ration cards 
for “bbog.” Pago, 196. 
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Mukherjed, Mr. Bankim Chaniir»—« 

Question by — regarding roads on the 
Hastings Bridge. Page 683, 

Question by — regarding failure of crop 
in Coatai. Page 691. 

Question by — regarding suspension or 
remission of rents in Contai. Page 
692. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
improvement of agriculture in 
Bengal. Pages 715-716. 

Question by — regarding Muhurrum 
proc<*ssio!is. Pagc.s 723-724 
Question by — regarding participation 
of Goyernment servants in election 
campaigns. Page 724. 

Siipplcmentnf’v question by — regarding 
destitutes sent to relief centres. 
Pages 790-791. 

Question by — regarding participation 
of (Jovernmeut servants in elections. 
Page 793. 

Qiiestiou by — regarding scarcity of 
drinking water in- Contai suodivi- 
sion. Pages S28-H29, 

Question by- -regarding yiidd of paddy 
jier acre in Hankura and Birbhum 
districts, Ibige 837. 

Question and siipplementaries regard- 
ing export of rice from Birbhum and 
Midnaporc by — , Images 993-994, 
Supplementary question regarding 
arrest of Mr. Iswar Chandrjj Mai, 
M.J..A., by—, ]^lge 998. 
Supiileinentary question regarding Mr. 
IVarayan Cliandra Bhattacharjee by 
— . Page 1000. 

Supplementary questions regarding 
disturbances at Dacca by — . Page 
](M)2. 

Question and suppleinontaries regard- 
ing 1 ail lire of crop in the Ckuitai 
subdivision by — . Pages 1039-1010. 
Questions put to the Advocate-General 
by — regarding tlie jioints of law 
arising out of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944. ‘Pages 
1095, 1097, 1098. 

Question and siip])lementarles regard- 
ing colleetion of paddy in Khaira- 
Role by- — , Pages 1103-1104. 

Question and supplomtuitaries r<‘gard- 
ing petition for the supply of aus 
and amati seeds by — . Page 1104. 
Supplementary questions regarding 
distribution of cattle to the agricul- 
turists by — . Pages 1106-1107. 
Supplementary questions^ regarding 
prescribed books by Kazi Nazrul 
Islam by — . Pages 1132-1133. 
Supplementary questions by — regarding 
communal disturbances. Pages 1223- 
1224. 

Question by — regarding export of 
paddy from Tamluk. Pago 1343. 
Supplcmentaries by — on tlie question 
of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
high price of rice. Page 1346. 
Question by — regarding supplies of 
foodgrains received in Bengal. Pago 
1367. 

Supplementary by — on the question 
of Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury re- 
garding disposal of Government 
stock of grains and pulses. Pag© 
1373. 
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Mukherjea, Mr, Bankim Chandra— contd. 
Question Ijy — regarding ration for 

digger, carrier, etc. Tage 1468. 
Supplementary questions by — on the 
question of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobis regarding state prisoner 
Babu Narendra Nath Cliatterjee. 
Page 1596. 

Supplementaries by — on the short- 
notice question of Mr. Shirish Ch. 
Chakra vorti regarding high prices of 
vegetables, herbs, etc. Pages 1622, 
1625, 1629. 

Question by — regarding Famine 

Enquiry Commission. Page 1708. 
Supplementaries by — on the question 
of Mr. M. N. Mahalanobis regard- 
ing arrest of Mr. Nipondra Dutta 
Mazumdar. Page 3794. 

Question by — regarding test relief 
work in Contai. Page 1825. 

Question hy — regarding administration 
of the Howrah Municipality. Page 
1959. 

Question and supplementary by — re- 
garding the arrest of Babu Ananda 
Prosad Chowdhury. Page 1962. 
Supple mentions by — on the question 
of Mr. Banajit Pal Choudhury re- 
garding barley-atta. Pages 1992, 
1993. 

Remarks by — on the point of informa- 
tion raised uy Mr. Haridas Mazum- 
dar jN^garding “Bhog” ration. Page 
919. 

Reasons given by — for his adjourn- 
ment motion regarding the threat- 
ened hunger-strike by Pandit Sujib 
Nayatirtha, Principal of the 
Bhatpara Sanskrit College. Pages 
802-803. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing a census of the destitutes and 
unemployed in the rural areas of 
Bengal. Pages 118-119. 

Speeches by — on the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatration and Relief) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 141, 143-144, 146, 
349-L50, 156-157, 167-171, 173-174, 
Speeches by — on the Bengal Local 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1943. Pages 209, 212. 

Speech by — on the General Discussion 
on the Budget. Pages 254-260. 

Speech by — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed that an address be present- 
ed to His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal regarding arrangement 
for immediate shipment of cereals 
and other foodgrains to Bengal 
from North and South America and 
other countries. Pages 373-374. 
Speech by — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed under rule 96 urging the 
appointment of an appropriate 
body of the type of a Royal Com- 
mission to examine the whole ques- 
tion of food sho’ age in Bengal. 
Pages 385-386. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944. Pages 39^ 
397. 


Mukherlea, Mr, Bankim ChklMfra— 

Speech by — on the resolution moved 
by Mr. Humayun Kabir regarding 
steps to rneet the grievances of per- 
sons detained without tfial. Paces 
432^34. ^ 

Speech by— -on the circulation motion 
of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944. Pages 469- 
461. 

Speech by — on the Select Committee 
motion of the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. Pages 
^ 482-484. 

Speech by-— on the clauses of the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944. Pages 508-510, 515, 
516. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 
Pages 539-540. 

Speech by — on Mr, Nagendra Nath 
Mohalanobish’s adjournment motion 
regarding salt supply. Pages 559, 
565. 

Speech on the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, by — . 
Pages 593-594. 

Speech by — on the amendments to 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944. Pages 624-626. 

Speech by — on the amendments to the 
Bengal Alienation of Agriculttlral 
Land (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944. Pages 640-641. 

Speech by — on the amendment to rule 
9 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules. Pages 659-6^. 

Speech by — on the non-official resolu- 
tion regarding an enquiry in tho 
Campbell Medical School Strike. 
Page 668. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Embank- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1944. Page 
739. 

Speech by — regarding the Bengjil 
Diseases of Animals Bill, 1944. Page 
753. 

Speech by — on the third reading of the 
Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 
1944. Pages 761-765. 

Speech by — on the motion regarding 
withdrawal of regulations restricting 
the entry of Indian immigrants into 
Kenya, eac. Page 847. 

Sjjeech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing the sugar industry. Pages 856- 
857. 

Speech by — on the motion to refer the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1944, to a Committee of the whole 
House. Pages 893-899 , 903-904. 

Speech by — on the point of privilege 
raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir re- 
garding Government amendments to 
clauses of the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 19^. Pages 1120- 
1121 . 
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MukherJe#, IMr. Bankim 0\m\ttnt^oricld. 

Speech by — on the clauses of the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, 1944. Pages 1124-112o, 1126- 

1128, 1146-1148, 1158-1159, 1165- 

1167, 1232-1234, 1247-1259, 1278- 

1280, 1359-1360, 1365-1366, 1403- 

1404, 1407-1411, 1415-1416, 1446- 

1462, 1505-1509, 1514-1517, 1552-1528, 
1535-1537, 1539-1540, 15-13-1545, 15471 
1549, 1560, 1563-1564, 1566-1567, 1571- 
1573, 1575-1577, 1584-1585, 1586, 

1602-1606, 1613-1620, 1631, 1651-1660, 
1684-1686, 1693, 1702, 1707-1708, 

1721-1722, 1727-1728, 1850-1854, 

1868-1879, 1895-1906, 1916, 1918-1952. 

Speexjh by — on tlie third reading of 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill. Pages 1984-1989. 

Speech by — on the non-official re.solu- 
tion regarding provision for the 
advancement of the Scheduled Caste 
education. Pages 956-958. 

S^ech by — on Mr. Lalit Cliandra 
Das’s adjournment motion regard- 
ing adequate supply and equitable 
distribution of rice at controlled 
price. Pages 1046-1047. 

Speech by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion on the death of Acharya Sir 
Prafulla Chandra Ray. Page 1065. 

Speech by — on the non-official resolu- 
tion urging formulation of a com- 
prehensive scheme for development 
of indigenous drug industry tabled 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 1192. 

Speech by — on tlie adjournment motion 
regarding publication of prevailing 
market nrices in th(' Gazette. Pages 
1387-1388. 

Speech by — on tlie adjournment motion 
regarding High Court’s judgment 
on Howrah Municipal affairs. Pages 
1438-1440. 

Speech by — on the special motion re- 
garding filling up of civil posts by 
military men. Pages 1481-1483. 

Speech and observation by — in connec- 
tion with the question whether 
marginal notes in a Bill should 
form part of a Bill and w>>ether 
negative amendments '’.le not out of 
order raised in cwunection with 
discussion of amendments in the 
Bengal Agricultural Amendment 
Bill, 1944. Pages 1755-1756. 

Speech and observations on sitting 
beyond 4-15 p.m. raised in connec- 
tion with fixing of time (5 o’clock on 
9th October 1944) for discussion of 
Mr. H. Kabir’s adjournment motion. 
Pages 1804, 1805. 

Speech by — on the special motion 
(under rule 112) of Mr. N. Ahmed 
regarding safeguarding of the 
rights of Indians in re-conquered 
Burma. Page 1933. 

Mookerjea, Mr. Naresh Nath— 

Question by- — regarding rice position 
in Bengal. Page 1463. 

Question by-regarding air-raid 
shelters in polling booths. Page 838. 

Que.stioii by — regarding supply of 
boiled rice. Page 1371. 


Mukherjee, Mr. Naresh HviXh-^oncld, 

Question by — ^regarding petrol ration. 

^ Pages 81-82. 

Supplementary quastions by — regarding 
tll-ludia Spinners’ Association ana 
Khadi Pratisthaii, etc. Page 16. 
Supplementary questions by — regard- 
ing the House Rent Control Order 
of 1943. Page 1944. 

Supplementary ciuostion by — regard- 
ing deaths due to starvation in 
Bengal, Page 41. 

Miikerjea, the Hon’bte Mr. Tarak Nath— 

Introduction of the Bengal Distitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1941, .A—. Pago 49. 

Introduction of the Bengal Alienation 
of Agricultural Land (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944, by — . Page 
49. 

Introduction of the Hindu Women’® 
Rights to Property (Bengal Agricul- „ 
tnral Land) Bill, 1944, by — . Page 
51. 

Laying of the Bengal Alienation of 
Argienltnral Land (Temporary Pro- 
visions) Ordinance, 1913, before the 
Council by — , Pagi' 47. 

Laying of the Bengal Destitiiti* Per- 
sons ( Ropatnaiiori and Relief) 
Ordinance, 1913, before the Council 
hv~-. Page 47. 

Motion moved by — to take the Bengal 
Alimiation of Agricultural Land 
(Temporay Provisions) Bill, 1944, 
into consideration, also rejily by — 
to the debate. Pages 89-90, 92-93. 
Motion moved by to take into con- 
sideraLion the Bengal Bestitute Per- 
sons (Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 
1944. Pages 93-91. 

Notice of motion by — for consideration 
of the Bengal Hindu Women’s 
Rights tn Property Bill, 1941. Page 
163. 

Replies by — to tlie amendments to 
tlie Bengal Destitute Persons (Re- 
patriation and Relief) Bill, 1944. 
Pages 148, 150-153, 157-158. 

Re])ly by — to the debate on the third 
reading of the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944. Page 179. 

Beoly by — to the amendmentsi to 
the Bengal Alienation of Agricul- 
tural Land (Temporary Privisions) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 399, 401-402. 

Reply to the debate on the Hindu 
Women’s Rights to Pr^erty (Ex- 
tension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 
1943, by—. Pages 573, 574. 

Reply by — to the debate on the 
amendments to the Bengal Aliena- 
tion of Agricultural Land (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944. Pages 617, 
627, 

Request by — to postpone consideration 
or the Bengal Alienation of Agricul- 
tural Land (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1944 : in view of the large 
number of amendments tabled 
thereto. Pages 130-133. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 
Pages 207-208. ... 
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MukhciriM, ttie Hon’ble Mr. Tarak 
Nath— -coTMJiflf, 

Third reading of the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944, moved by — . Page 172. 

Third reading of the Bengal Aliena- 
tion of Agricultural Laud (Temporary 
Provisions) Bill, 1944, moved by — . 
Page 650. 

Muhurrum prooeasions — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherji. Pages 723-724. 

Municipal ity(iea) — 

Question regarding reservation of scats 
for Muslims minorities in — . Page 
135. 

Statement regarding order of the 
District Magistrate of Murshidabad 
on the abrogation of the Berhampur 
— made by the Honourable Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawardy and discussion 
thereon. Pages 1772-1775. 

MunshiganJ — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing cyclone over — and Madaripur by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Pages 865- 
866 . 

Music before mosque — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Haridas 
Mazu radar. Page 324. 

Muslim girls — 

Question regarding education for — by 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. Page 
631. 

Muslims halfis and hostels — 

Question regarding exiienditure on — 
by Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chow- 
dhury. Pages 781-782. 

Muslim medical practitioners (female) — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 25. 

Nandi, detenu SJ. Prafulla Chandra — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — bv Mr. K. K. Dutt. Page 
1736. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon*ble Khawja Sir — 

Observations by — on the point of order 
raised by Mr. Lalit Ch. Das as to 
whether the proceedings of the debate 
on 9th August, 1944, should not be 
null and void iDecause the chair had 
to adjourn the House as there was 
no quorum. Pages 1633, 1634, 1635. 

Observations by — in connection with 
the question of admissibility of the 
adjournment motion of Mr. Nagen- 
dra Nath Mohalanobis regarding 
situation created by the order of 
the District Magistrate ol Murshi- 
dabad abrogating the power of the 
municipality in the district. Page 
1675. 

Observations and speech bv — on the 
adjournment motion of Mr. Huma- 
yun Kabir r^ yarding refu.sal of 
permission by the .Additional District 
Magi.strate, Faridpur, to hold a 
meeting of the Krishak Proja 
Samity at Bakhunda. Pages 1829- 
1841. 


Nazimudflfn tfic Hon’ble Khwaja 

Sir — contd. 

Observations by — on the statement of 
Mr. K. K. Dutta regarding notice 
circulated about some alternations 
in clause 65 of the Bengal A^icul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944. Pages 
1914-1916. 

Observations by — on the observation 
of Mr. L. C. Das regarding certain 
notification by Government banning 
public meetings in Dacca, Calcutta 
and Midnapore' Pages 1928-1924. 

Laying of the amendments to the 
Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, 

“ before the Council by — . Page 47. 

Observations by — in connection with a 
motion of Mr, Nur Ahmed under 
rule 96, that the motion has already 
been admitted by the Hon’ble Pre- 
sident and that there should be no 
objection to its being moved. Page 
380. 

Observations by — regarding “Bhog” 
ration. Page 778. 

Observation by — ^^on the point of per- 
sonal explanation of Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar in connection with the 
remarks of the Chief Minister that 
Mr. Mazumdai misled the House. 
Pages 1998-1999. 

Observation by — on the point of infor- 
mation of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
regarding whereabouts of Maulana 
Maniruzzaman Ishimbadi who was 
put under arrest. Page 1995. 

Observation by — on the i)oint of pri- 
vilege of Mr. L. C. Das regarding 
ban on public meetings at Calcutta, 
Dacca and Midnapore. Pago 1997, 

Point of order raised by — that adjourn- 
ment motion be moved at the 
earliest opportunity and that Mr. 
H. D. Mazumder should move his 
amendment on that day (6th Octo- 
ber, 1944). Page 1549. 

Point of order raised by — regarding 
amendment of rule 9 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 
Page 661. 

Remarks by — re^^rding short-notice 
amendments to Bills. Page 165. 

Reply by — to the resolution regarding 
measures to secure representation of 
the Scheduled Castes in the Services 
and on Statutory Boards, etc. 
Pages 111-112. 

R^ly to the debate on Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee’s adjournment 
motion regarding banning of the 
Hindu Sanmilani and also other 
publie meetings by — . Pages 1029- 
1033. 

R^ly to the resolution moved by Mr. 
I'^umayun Kabir, regarding the tak- 
ing of steps to meet the grievances 
of persons detained without trial. 
Pages 435-436, 437-438, 439-444. 

Short-notice amendment by — to the 
Bengal Public Gambling (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940. Page 197. 

Speech by — on Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das’s adjournment motion regarding 
adequate supply and equitable des- 
tribution of rice at controlled price. 
Pages 1052-1064. 
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Halim ud|in the Hon'bit Khawja ^\r~-concld. 

Speech by — on the adjourriTnent motion 
regardmg High Ck)urt’s judgment on 
Howrah Municipal affairs. Pages 
1440-1441. 

Speech by — on the special motion of 
Mr. li. C. Das regarding disapproval 
ol the Council of the action of the 
Government of Bengal to apply to 
the Central Government for Services 
of qplitary officers to hold civilian 
posts to tne detriment of the claims 
of Bengalees. Pages 1789-1790. 
Statement by — regarding filling up ot 
civil posts by military men. Pages 
1354-1366. 

Statement and observations by — regard- 
ing supply of quinine t<j Bengal 
districts. Pages 1669-1670, 1671, 

1672, 1673. 

Statement on Sandwip Durga Puja 
affair made by — . Pages 1977-1978. 
Statement made by — in connection 
with Mr. Humayun Kabir’s adjourn- 
ment motion regarding arrests made 
in Farid pur over the question of 
foAible vaccination. Page 614. 
Statement by— regarding agenda pre- 
pared for discussion of adjournment 
motion to suit convenience of the 
Opposition. Page 2012. 

Negative amendments — 

Whether in order or out of order. 
Pages 1755-1761. 

Nimmo, Mr. T. B. — 

Speech by— on the amendment to the* 
Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (I'emporary Provisions) Bill, 
1944. Page 644. 

Speech by — on the third reading of 
the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 
1944. Pages 765-766. 

Noakhaii— 

Question regarding paddy seeds for 
the arnan crops in — by Khan Baha- 
dur Abdul Gofran. Page 187. 

Nominatian(8) — 

Question regarding — to the Munici- 
pality of Jessore by Mr. Ranajit Pal 
Chowdhury. Pages 792-793. 

Non-Judicial stamps — 

Question regarding shortage in the 
supply of — by Mr. Ranajit Pal 
Chowdhury. Page 39. 

Non-standard weights — 

Question regarding use of — by Mr. 
Humaynn Kabir. Page 1964. 

Nursing Supperintentfant — 

Question regarding complaints against 
the — of the Campbell School Mr. 
Kader Baksh. Page 1967. 

Oath- 

Taken by J. W. R. Steven. Page 

501. 

Taken by Maulvi Md. Habibulla 
Chowdhury. Page 777. 

Of Mr. J. S. Gr^am. Page 179'3. 


Obituary roferonoeCs)— 

(1) Sir John Herbert, G.C.I.E., late 
Governor of Bengal, 

' (2) Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee. 

(3) Mr. K. C. De, C.I.E., I.O.S. 

Pages 1-3. 

By^ Mr. President regarding Mrs. 

Kasturba Gandhi. Page 227. 

Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharyya 
Chowdhnry, of Mymensiiigh, and 
Professor S. O. Mukhorji. Pages 
967-968. 

Of Nawabzada Altaf Ali. Pages 1589- 
1592. 

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf 
Khan. 1993. 

Ordinano6(s) — 

The Bengal Destitute Persons (Repat- 
riation and Relief) — , 1943. 

Laying of the — btdore the Council by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath 
Mukerjeo Pago 47. 

The Bengal Alienation of Agricultural 
Land (Temporary Provisions) — , 1943, 
Laying of the — before tlic Council 
bv the Hon ’bio Mr. Tarak Nath 
Milker joa. Pago 47. 

Special motion (under rule 112) regard- 
ing — promulgated during the penden- 
cy of Council Session moved by Mr. 

H. Kabir. Pages 193*1-1940. 

Orient Press of India— 

Question regarding — by Maulvi Md. 
Habibullah Chowdhury. Page 1395. 

Outstanding questions— 

Complaint by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
that there were — more than one 
year old still to be answered. Page 
409. 

Paddy — 

Question regarding yield of-- in Bengal 
by Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobis 
Page 684. 

Question regarding yield of — per acre 
in Bankura and Birbhum districts 
bv Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
837. 

Question regarding export of — from 
Tamliik by Mr. Bankim Ohandrai 
Mukherjee. Page 1343. 

Paddy sseda— 

Question regarding — for the aman 
crops in Noakhali by Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Gofran. Page 187. 

Pain, the Hon’bfa Mr. Barada Prosanna — 

Notice given by — for moving, the con- 
sideration and passing of the Bengal 
Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 
1944. Page 710. 

Statement made by — in reply to Coun- 
cil question No. 5 of 17th September, 
1942, regarding amounts spent from 
the contribution by the Central 
Government and from the Provin- 
cial Government Fund on various 
projects. Pages 730-735. 

Leave sought by — to introduce the 
Bengal Embankment (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944. Page 656. 
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p«ln, tho Hon'blt Mr. Barada Profanna 

— concld. 

Motion by — recarcling consideration and 
passing of tne Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944. Pages 739, 
740. 

Sijeeoh by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding High Court s 
judgment on Howrah Municipal 
affairs. Pages 1436-1438. 

Pal Chowtffiury, Mr. Ranajit — 

Question by — regarding alleged hoard- 
ing of rice by Government during 
scarcity. Page 1372. 

Question by — regarding disposal or 
Government stock of grains and 
pulses., Page 1373. 

Question by — regarding barley-atta. 
Pages 1991-1992, 1995. 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
hail storm over Bakarganj district. 
Page 129. 

Question regarding relief staff at 
llajbari by—. Page 1041. 

Question by — regarding family allow- 
ance of Sreejut Prafulla Kumar 
Ghose. Page 17. 

Question by— regarding dearn^s 
allowance to the employees of the 
District Boards. Page 1969. 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
arrest of Babu Kishori Kishore 

Sarkar (a lumatic). Page 27. 

Question by — regarding shortage in the 
supplj^ of non-judicial stamps. Page 
39. 

Question by — regarding inundation in 
the Kandi subdivision. Pages 18- 
19. 

Supplementary by — on the question of 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
high price of rice. Page 1343. 

Question and supplenientaries regard- 
ing inspection of the stocks of rice in 
Calcutta by—. Pages 915-917. 

Question by — regarding nomination to 
the Jessore Municipality. Pages 
792-793. 

Question regarding cheap grain shop 
at Kandi by — . Page 1339. 

Passengers — 

Questiim regarding grievances of tram- 
car — by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
Pages 415-416. 

Petrol ration — 

Question by Mr. Naresh Nath Mooker- 
jee regarding — Pages 81-';12. 

Pharmacists — 

Question regarding representation of 
— on the Governing Body of the State 
Medical Faculty of Bengal by Mr. 
Humayun Xvabir. Pages 696-GS>7. 

PMnt of information — 

Regarding ‘‘Bhog ration raised by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Pag© S24. 

Raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das re- 
garding the number of outstanding 
questions lying unanswered . since 
1941. Page 666. 


Point of Information — contd. 

Raised^ l!ilr, Bankim Chandra 
Mukheriee, the constitution of Food 
Committees. Page 769. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar re- 
garding the appointment of a Public 
Accounts Committee of the Legisla- 
tive Council, Page 760. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas M?azumdar re- 
garding riots at Dacca, Page 829. 

Raised by Mr. Bankim ' tfhandra 
Mukherjee as to what action ^v- 
ernment had taken on the resolution 
regai’ding the Hindu intestate 8uc- 
cession Bill requesting the Govern- 
ment of India to postpone considera- 
tion of the Bill. Pages 867-868. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar re- 
garding a statement to be made by 
Government on Dacca riots. Page 
893. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar re- 
garding a statement to be made by 
Sir Nazimuddin on the question of 
“Bhog” ration to the ^Hindu 
deities. Page 893. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar re- 
garding “Bhog” ration. Page 919. 

Raised by Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury regarding the supply of 
copies of the Civil List to the mem- 
bers of the Legislature. Pages 1006- 
1007. 

Raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir regard- 
ing non-answering of questions by 
Government. Page 1155. 

Raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das as 
to why his short-notice question re- 
garding the ex-Mayor Mr. Sanat 
Kumar Roy Chowdhury and another 
erson named Mr. Hariprasad Misra 
ad not come up for reply that day. 
Pages 1177-1178. 

Raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das re- 
garding unanswered outstanding 
questions. Pages 1197-1200. 

Raised by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
JVlukherji whether all expenditure re- 
garding irrigation which would go 
to supply water to the agriculturists 
are being recouped in the shape of 
rates to be realised from the agricul- 
turists. Page 1242. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
whether the rumour that Mr. 
Jnananker De, an intimate friend of 
Mr. Pain, was going to be appoint- 
ed in the Enquiry Committee pro- 
mised by tho Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. Page 1445. „ , 

Whether the subject of milk supply 
in Calcutta could be discussed in view 
of the fact that last day’s proposal 
in w/iich the subject was discussed 
was null and void raised by Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee 
and discussion thereon. Pages 1642- 
1643. 

Regarding reported prosecution of Mr. 
Kiran Banker Roy and Mr. Santosh 
K. Basu for holding meeting at 
Sradhananda Park by Mr. L. 0. Das. 
Pages 1782-1788. 
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Point of Information— c(mc/(i. 

Regarding presence of G»ii©£ Minister 
and Leader of the House in the 
House • raised by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar and discussion thereon 
Page 1859. 

Whether a new judge would be 
appointed in place of Mr. Akbar to 
the tribunal appointed for hearing 
election dispute cf Sir K, G. M. 
Faroqui and discussion thereon. 
Page,J889. 

Regarding outstanding questions and 
short-notice question regarding 
Howrah Municipality. (Discussion 
thereon.) Page 1923. 

Regarding whereabouts of Maulana 
Maniruzzamaii Islam abadi who was 
put under arrest by Mr. H. D. 
Mazumdar. (Discussion thereon.) 
Page 1995. 

Points of law — 

Arising out of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944. Pages 
1092-1093. 

Point of order — 

By Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra 
Banerjee whether an honourable 
member can give notice of a motion 
when a similar motion has already 
been given notice of, in order to 
take advantage of rule 96. Pages 
376, 379. 

Raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury whether an amendment nega- 
tiving a whole clause is in order. 
Pages -508, 509. 

Raised by the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin regarding amendment to 
rule 9 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. Page 661. 

Raised by Rai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee regarding the de- 
sirability of the presence in the 
House of the Hon’ble Minister con- 
cerned to reply to the various points 
raised in a resolution. Page ’670. 

Raised by Khan Bahadur M. A. 
Moinin as to whether private mem- 
ber could or could noi speak after an 
official reply. Pages 851-854. 

Raised by Mr .Lalit Chandra Das that 
revenue cannot be taxed. Page 1247. 

Raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
whether the President can correct his 
own slip of tongue in declaring 
“Noes have it” or “Ayes have it.” 
Pages 1496-1504. 

By Mr. Bankim Cli. Mukerji whether 
a Bill could be discussed without the 
Minister-in-charge piloting the Bill 
being present and discussion there- 
on. Page 1629. 

Raised by Mr. Lalit Ch. Das whether 
proceedings of the debate on 9th 
August, 1944, should not be null 
and void because the Chair had 
to adjourn the House as when he 
entered the Chember there was no 
quorum. Pages 1632-1636. 

Whether a member (Mr. Kabir) is 
entitled to speak neither for nor 
against an amendment raised by 
Mr. Sultan Ahmed. Page 1699. 


Ppint of order— conefd. 

Raised by the Hon’ble Khwaja 
'**ir Nazimuddin that adjournment 
motion ho moved at the earliest 
OFijJortunity and that Mr. H. 
Mazumdar should move his that day 
(bth October, 1944), Pages 1816- 
1810. 

Point of privilege — 

Raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury regarding facilities in the 
hbiary. i»age 95. 

Raised by Mr. llaridas Mazumdar re- 
garuing dihi^oiitinuance of supply of 
Ci\il liist to members of the House. 
Page 370. 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
that although his adjournment 
motion regarding non-availability of 
rice was based on information con- 
tained in an official document, yet 
the Hon’blc Ministtw lor Civil 
Supplu'.s characterised it as prejudi- 
cial and not based on facts, and 
asking tlie lloii’ble Minister to 
withdraw liis statement. Page 450- 
451 . 

Raised by Mr. Haridas Majumdar in 
connection with his adjournment 
motion regarding mm-avaijability of 
nee in the various parts of Bengal at 
controlled rates which was described 
by Mr. Suhrawardv as not based on 
facte. Pages 531-533. 

Raised by Rai Bahadur Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee, regarding laying 
of papers on the library table. Page 
761 , 

Raised and observations made thereto 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regard- 
ing tile right of the House to 
utilize full one hour on questions. 
Pages 866-867. 

Rai.s(*d by Mr. Humayun Kabir re- 
garding non-answering of questions. 
Page 1007. 

Rahsed by Mr. Humayun Kabir in 
connection with Government aniend- 
inents to clauses of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 
Pages 1118-1119. 

Raistid by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
whether members can speak after 
Government reply. Pages 1225-1226. 

Regarding removal of newspapers 
from the Library raised by Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 
Page 1471. 

Raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir 
whether if a matter once discussed 
through an adjournment motion 
recurs again in the course of a 
week or a month it can be brought 
before the House by way of a fresh 
adjournment motion and whether 
it will bo in order and discussion 
thereon (in connection with a state- 
ment regarding supply of quinine). 
Pages 16(X)-1602. 

Raised by Mr. Nagendra Nath Maha- 
lanobds regarding scurrilous attack 
on members and President of the 
Council by a certain newspaper in 
Calcutta. (Discussion thereon.') 
Pages 1780-1781. 
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FiUnt of prfviloft — cgncld. > 

Regarding promulgation of the two 
ordinances by the Government of 
Bengal during period when the 
Council was having a recess raised 
by Mr. H. Kabir, (Discussion 
thereon.) Pages 1809-1810. 

‘Regarding ban on public meetings in 
Calcutta, Dacca and Midnapote by 
Mr. L.. C. Das* (Discussion there- 
on.) Pages 1990-1999. 

That prorogation of the Council 
Session without dealing with the 
adjournment motion pending would 
seiiously affect the privileges of th© 
members of the House by Mr. 
B. C. Mukhcrji. ages 1999-2000. 

Hoarding decision of the Honourable 
Rrosident to close debate in the 
third reading of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill, 1944, before 
full and fair discusioii^ was made 
by Mr. Humayun Kabir. Pages 
2(K)0-2001. 

Political prisoners— - 

Question regarding release of the — 
of the Midnapore district by Mr. 
Rhrish Chandra Chakra verti. Page\ 
583. 

Question regarding allowances to — by 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti. 
Page 679. 

Posts — 

Question and supplemeiitaries regard- 
ing — held by Muslims in the Public 
Health Department by Khaji Sahib 
Nural Amin. Pages 914-915. 


President, Mr. — 

Dissatisfaction expressed by— at no 
one from the Government benches 
rising to read a printed answer to 
a particular ouestion on bidialf id 
an absent Minister. Page 697. 


Obituary references by — about (1) Sir 
John Herbert, G.C.I.E., Governor 
of Bengal, (2) Mr. K. C. De, C.I.E., 
I.C.S., and (3) Mr. Ramananda 
Chatterjee. Pages 1-3. 

About Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi. Page 


227. 

Nomination by — to the Panel of Chair- 
men. Page 47. 

Observations by — on the resolution re- 
garding the death of Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Abul Quasem, M.L.C. 
Page 7. 

Observation by — that it was not for 
a member to accept an amendment 
to his resolution but it was for the 
House to decide it. Page 116. 


Observation by — that short-notice 
amendments could not be moved if 
there was objection by members. 
Pages 139-140. 

Observation by — tuat if there is o1> 
jection no amendment to an amend- 
ment which has been withdrawn 
can be moved. Page 143. 

Observation by — regarding admission 
of short-notice amendments. Page 
152. 


. President, Mr. — contd. 

Observation by — that the Finan^ 
Minister’s statement (Budget speech) 
as made in this House ' should be 
circulated to the members of - this 
House, and that the practice of 
taking note of what happens in tlie 
other House should be discouraged. 
Pkge 224. 

Observation by—^regarding the fixation 
of ^ ^vernment business on Fridays 
during the Rpdget Session. Page 
238. 

Observation by — regarding the point 
of privilege regarding the absence 
of the Hon’ble Ministers during 
the Budget Discussion. Pages 274- 
276. 

C)bservationa by — regarding the ad- 
mission of short-notice questions. 
Page 395. 

Ob.servations bv — that the amendments 
put forward by Khan Bahadur 
Momin to the Bengal Alienation of 
Agricultural Land (Temporary Pro- 
visions) Bill, 1944, will be sent for 
the Governor’s sanction as they 
propose to widen the scope of the 
Bill. Pages 399, 400-401. 

Observation by— that the House had 
a right to widen the scope of a 
Bill if it chose. Page 401. 

Observations by — regarding the 
answering of outstanding ques- 
tions by Government. Pages 409- 
413. 

Observation by — that a resolution 
similar to one which has been dealt 
with by the House in the same 
session cannot be moved in the same 
session. Page 422. 

Observation by — that an honourable 
member will be in order in bniiguig 
in an adjournment motion if he can 
convince the Chair that a continu- 
ing grievance has become far more 
acute. Page 505. 

Observation by — that the House had 
a special right to get information 
from the Government and it was 
not expected to draw its inference' 
or information from the informa- 
tion supplied to the public at 
large. Page 631 . 

Observation by — regarding the admis- 
sibility of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mohamnobish’s adjournment motion 
regarding salt supply. Pages 657- 
566. 

Observation by — that if a member 
belonging to the Government patty 
joined in a demand for discussion 
by the opposition against a Govern- 
ment amendment he could not vote 
for the amendment under the rules. 
Page 669. 

Observations by — that if a member 
did not want to move the motion 
of which he giv^s notice it meant a 
lot of unnecessary ^ work for the 
Council Department as well as for 
the Governnient, Rkges 676-677. 
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President, Mr. — confd. 

Observations by — regarding Mr. 
Humayun Kabir’s adjournment 

motion in connection with certain 
arrests *made in a few viilngos ot‘ 
Faridpur over the question of for- 
cible vaccination. Pages 012-615. l 
Observation by — on a ^oint of infor- 
mation regarding outstanding 

questions. Page 655. 

Observation by — regarding amendment 
to rule d of tlie Pengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. Pago 
661. 

Observations by— in connection with 
pending questions. Page 700. | 

Observations by— that the Third 
Reading of a Hill can be taken up 
on the very day on which amend- 
ments have been moved if the 
amendments are not accepted. 

\ Page 755. 

Ob'^ervations by — on the point of 
information raised by Mr. Haridas 
Mazunular regarding nxi])ointinont 
of a Ibililic AceoniUs Commit too of 
tile Council, Page 760. 

Obsi'rvatioiis by — on the iioint o^f pri- 
VI i ego raised by Air, Ivesbab 

Chandra Bnnerjee regarding laying 
oi jiapers on the Library Table, 
Page 761. 

Observations by — disallowing Mr, 

L. C. Das's atljouriimeiit motion 
n'gardnig iirovalence of Cholera in 
Bengal. Pages 804-806. 

Observation by — that if Ministers do 
not reply to the debate the Govern- 
ment ease should go by default and 
tlie House should take its own 
decision. Page 851. 

Observations by — on tlie point of order 
regarding private memoers speaking 
after an official reply. Pages 858- 
854. 

Observations by — that the rule does 
not conteinjiiate that full one hour 
should be devoted to ciuestions (in 
(connection with Mr Ilaridas 
Majumdar’s point of privilege re- 
garding the right of the Houso to 
utilize full one hour on questions). 
Page 866. 

Observation by — that he cannot 
regard the question raised by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
the right of the House to utilize full 
one hour on questions as a point 
of privilege and therefore he is not 
prepared to give a ruling on it. 
Page 867. 

Observation by — regarding Mr, Hari- 
das Mazumdar’ s speech on the 
Bengal Agricultural Income-tax, 
Bill, 1944, that there should be no 
reflection on the other House. Page 
877. 

Observation by — oij Mr. Shahabud- 
din’a point of order in connection 
with Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s sup- 
plementary question regarding 
prisoners of the Chittagong Armoury 
Raid Case. Page 948. 


President, Mr. — <'onfd. 

Observations by — on Mr. Haridas 
Mazuradar’a adjournment ^motion 
egarding shortage of milk supply in 
Calcutta. Pages' 969-979. 

Observation by— -regarding non-nuswer- 
ing of ordiua^ and short-notioe 
questions by Government. Page 
11K)9. 

Observations by — on tlie condolence 
resolution on the death of Acharya 
Kir Prafulla Chandra Ray. Page 
UH)7. 

Observation by — on certain important 
points arisp'g out of the discussion 
ot the Bengal Agricultural Jneome- 
tax Bill, 1944. Pages 1(K59-1070. 
Observation by — on the point of pri- 
villago raised by Mr. flumayuii 
Kabir regarding (Government amend- 
ments to ehuiM's of the Bt'iigal 
Agricultural Inoomo-tax Bill, 1944. 
Pago 1121. 

Observation Ly — tliat tlio Government 
should reply last to bring the debate 
on an amendment to a (dose. Pages 
1226-1227. 

Observation by — that as an amendment 
is not a substantive motion each 
member can speak only once and 
Government w'lll reply last. Page 
1246. 

Observation by — tliat Opposition 
mom lie rs can move Government 
amendments in ease of Government 
not moving thorn as if the Govern- 
ment had not given notice of those 
amendments opposition might give 
notico of them. Page 1277. 
Observations by — that the (diair can- 
not convert an adjournment motion 
into a special motion (recruitment of 
Army officers to fill certain posts). 
Pages 1398-1399. 

Observations by — regarding longer 
hours of sitting. Page 1420. 
Observations ly — that tbo Cbnir can- 
fix the date of non-official business 
only but where official business gets 
preference tho date has to be fixed 
with the consent of the Government 
under rule 20. Page 1421. 
Observation by — that a member should 
move an adjournment motion at the 
earliest opportunity. Page 1513. 
Observation by — in connection with 
obituary reference of Nawabzada 
Altaf Ali. Pages 1591-1992. 
Observation by — on the death of Khan 
Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. Page 
1667. 

Obsorvation by — on the proposed 
adjournment motion of Rai Bahadur 
K. C. Banerjee regarding supply of 
cloth during Puja and Id festivals. 
Page 1860. 

Observation by — on the point of pri- 
vilege raised by Mr. H. Kabir re- 
garding decision of the President 
to close debate on the third reading 
of the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill, 1944, before full and fair 
discussion could take place. Pag© 
2001. 
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President, Mr. — contd. 

Permission refused by — to Mr. Lalit 
Ch. Das to move an adjourn^paent 
motion regarding the failure of the 
Government to make effective their 
price-control order on rice. Page 

Points of law arising out of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, 
formulated by — . Pages 109^-1093. 
Ruling by — regarding short-notice 

amendments to Bills. Pages 163-167. 
Ruling by — that the words “arrogate” 
and “frivolous” should not be used 
by honourable members. Page 495. 
Ruling by — on the question of placing 
papers on the Library Table. Page 
779. 

Ruling and remarks made by — on the 
point of order raised by Mr. Lalit 
Ch. Das whether the proceedings ol' 
the debate on 9th Augiist, 1944, 
should not be null and void in view 
of the fact that there was no 
quorum when the President entered 
the Chamber. Pages 1633-1635. 
Ruling and remarks by — in connection 
with the question whether marginal 
notes in a Bill could be referred to 
or discussed in the House and if they 
form part of the Bill. Pages 1756- 
1761. 

Ruling on .the point raised as to 
whether the provisions of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944, 
in so far as they tended to affect 
the position of the Rulers of Indian 
States were intm vircx of the Pro- 
vincial Legislature. Pages 1113- 
1117. 

Ruling by — on dates for putting in 
amendments to Bills. Pages 990- 
992. 

Ruling by — that according to the 
Income-tax Act revenue can bo 
taxed. Page 1247. 

Remark by — that Gov^ernment never 
gives any false reply and asking the 
member concerned to withdraw the 
expression. Page 81. 

Remark bj^ — that a Parliamentary 
Secretary answering a question on 
behalf of an Hon’ble Minister should 
take the permission of the Chair 
before he does so. Page 82. 

Remark by — that information on 
matters not on the order paper of 
the day should he asked for after 
the questions were over. Page 94. 
Remark by — ^that Mr. Biren Roy 
could not describe himself as a mem- 
ber of the Swarjya Party while he 
l^longed to the Government Party 
as a member of the Coalition Party. 
Page 107. 

Remark by — in connection with an 
adi^ournment motion that, as there 
were already two admitted short- 
notice question, also on the same 
subject, if the Government answer- 
ed the questions the adjournment 
motion need nqt lie moved provided 
that the answers wore satisfactory 
to the members. Page 126. 


President, Mr. — contd. 

Remark by — that when an Hon’ble 
Minister has taken upon himself 
the responsibility of answering a 
question he should give*^au answer 
And if he has no facts in his pos- 
session he should ask for notice. 
Page 124. 

Remark by — that the moving of an 
adjournment motion could not be 
postponed. If a member wanted to 
move the motion on a subsequent 
occasion he would have to give fresh 
notice, but Chair would waving the 
question of urgency. Page 127. 

Remark by — that instead of an 
Hon’ble Minister moving an amend- 
ment to a non-official amendment 
some one else from the Government 
Party may move it. Page 139. 

Remark by — that no mention should 
be made in the House of anything 
about party meetings. Pago 143. / 

Remarks by — on the enquiry of 
Mr. K. C. Roy Choudhury about bis 
adjournment motion regarding fish 
industry. Page 164. 

Remarks by — that when a ruling is 
definitely given by the President, 
it has got to be accepted by tlie 
House and cannot be questioned. 
Pages 203-204. 

Remarks by — that more than one 
member can speak on a particular 
motion on behalf of Government. 
Page 207. 

Remark by — that an honourable mem- 
ber should pot make running com- 
ments upon a speech which was 
being delivered at the time. Page 
436. 

Remark by — that there is no distinc- 
tion between the two Houses in res- 
pect of Finance Bills and that the 
Upper House had as much right to 
vote upon them as the Lower House. 
Page 467. 

Request by — that arrangements should 
be made by the Hon’ble Leader of 
the House to have the questions 
held up the day before answered 
next day. Page 478. 

Remarks by — that the House had the 
ri 2 ht to get a rejily to a question 
even if it had become old and that 
in the public interest the Chair 
could allow the Hon ’bio Minister 
concerned to reply to a question even 
if it is not put by the member. 
Pago 524. 

Remarks by — regarding placing oi 
statements on tht Library Table 
Pages. 526-528. 

Remarks by — regarding a suggested 
change in the sitting hours of the 
House. Pages 607, 608. 

Remarks by — regarding the election, 
etc., of the Committee to consider 
the draft amendments to the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure 
Rules, etc. Page 699. 

Remarks by — that if after the Chair’s 
request pending questions are still 
not answered, the remedy does not 
lie with the Chair. Page 701. 
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President, Mr. — rontd 

Remarks by — that a threatened 
hunger-strike is not an urgent mat- 
ter of £ublio importance. Page 803. 

Remarks* by — on want of facilities of 
drinking water for M.L.Cs. Pages 
806-807. 

Remarks and observations by—on the 
discussions arising out of the point 
of order of Mr. Humayuu Kabir 
objecting to the giving of notice by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
regarding motions for consideration 
and passing of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill. Pages 831- 
836. 

Remarks by — on Mr. Mesbahuddiu 
Ahmed’s observation that there 
would be no questions that day in 
view of the fact that the Advocate- 
General would address the House on 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, 1944. Page 1091. 

Remarks made by — on the point of 
order whether the President can 
correct his own slip ol tongue in 
declaring “Ayes have it” or “Noes 
have it”. Pages 1497-1504. 

Remarks by— regarding non-supply of 
copies of short-notice question 
asked by Mr. Shrish Ch. Cliakra- 
verty regarding rise in the prices of 
vegetables and herbs, etc., to — and 
members. Pages 1594-1595. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
enquiry of Mr. Huniayun Kabir 
about ' his short^noticc question 
regarding hunger-strike by political 
prisoners in Alipore Jail. Page 
1597. 

Remarks by — in connection with dis- 
cussions of rice situation in Mid- 
napore raised by Mr. Bankim Ch. 
Mukherji. Pago.s 1599-16(X) 

Remarks and observations by — on the 
point of privilege raised by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir whether if a 
matter once discussed through an 
adjournment motion recurs avain in 
the course of a week 'i a month, it 
can bo brought bcfo the House by 
way of a fresh adjournment motion 
and whotlicr it will be in order (in 
connection with a statement regard- 
ing supply of quinine). Pages 1000- 
1602. 

Remarks hy — in connection with the 
supplementary question of Rai 
Bahadur Koshab Ch. Banerji on the 
short-notice question of Mr. Shrish 
Ch. Chakraverti regarding high 
prices of vegetables and herbs. 
Page 1628. 

Remarks by— on the point of order 
raised by Mr. Bankim Ch, Mukherji 
whether a Bill could be discussed 
until the Minister iu charge 
f)i!oting the Bill being absent. Page 
1629. 

Remarks made by — in connection with 
the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Minister, Agriculture, on the milk 
situation in Calcutta, Page 1630. 


President, Mr. — contd. 

Remarks by — in connection with tJie 
point of information raised by Rai 
Bahadur K. C. Baiierji whether the 
subject of milk supply in Calcutta 
could be discussed iii view of the 
fact that last day’s proceedings in 
which this subject was discussed, 
was null and void. Page 1643. 

Remarks and observation by — in con- 
nection with the diseu.s.Mion regard- 
ing silting hours of the Council. 
Pages 1644-1650. 

Remarks bj^ — in connection with dis- 
cuasion of clause 3G of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 
Pago 1661. 

Remarks by — in connection with 
voting of Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury in Mr. Amulyadhono Roy’s 
amendment in clause 41 of Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Act, 1944. 
(Mr. Huq’s vote was cancelled on 
account of the fact that ho went 
out of the lobby and came back and 
then recorded his vote.) Page 
1660. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
statement of the Hon 'bio Khan 
Bahadur S. M, Hosaiu, correcting 
an error made by him in the state- 
ment which lie made regarding 
supply of vegetables. Page 1669. 
Remarks and observations by — on a 
etatoment by the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin regarding supjdy ol 
quinine to Bengal districts. Pages 
1670-1673. 

Remarks and observations by — in con- 
nection with tliG question of admis- 
sibility of the adjournment motion 
of Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanabis 
regarding situation created on 
account of the order of the District 
Magistrate of Murshidabad abrogat- 
ing the power of the municipalities 
in the district in the matter of 
seizure, destruction, etc., of uii- 
wholesomo food articles, which 
endangered public health. Pages 
1673-1677. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
question of admissibility of 
Mr. B. (’. Mukarji’s adjournment 
motion regarding rice situation in 
Midnapore. Pages 1677-1681. 
Remarks by — that the fact that a 
comma sliould bo included or delet- 
ed is a thing wliich can bo rectified, 
if necessary^ by Secretary made in 
course of discussion of clause 43 of 
the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Bill, 1944. Page 1682. 

Remarks and observation made by — 
in connection with the adjournment 
motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Ch. 
Banerji regarding shortage and 
high prices of cloth. Pages 1703- 
1706. 

Remarks and observations by— in con- 
nection with the discussions of the 
adjournment motion of Mr. B. C. 
Mukerji regarding situation created 
in the Midnapore town and vil- 
lages for non-availability of rice and 
existence of black market. Pages 
1741-1751. 
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President, Mr. — contd. 

Remarks by — on the statement of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed M. 
Hosain regarding milk situation in 
Calcutta. Pages 1770-1771. 

Remarks by — on the statement of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy regarding 
order of the District Magistrate, 
Murshidabad, on the Berhainpore 
Municipality (regarding rotten 
atta). Pages 1773-1774. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
discussion of the adjournment 
motion of Mr. N. N. Mahalanobis 
regarding situation created by the 
or&r of the District Magis- 
trate of Murshidabad, on the 
Berhainpore Municipality under the 
Defence of India Rules abrogating 
powers of the municipality of the 
district in the matter of seizure, des- 
truction, etc., of unwholesome food 
articles. Pages 1776-1750. 

Remarks and observation by — on the 
iioint of privileges of Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mahalanobis regarding 
scurrillous attack on members and 
President of the Council by a cer- 
tain newspaper in Calcutta. Pages 
1781-1782. 

Remarks by — in connection with dis- 
cussion of the question of 
Mr. Haridoa Mazumder regarding 
reappearance of destitutes in Cal- 
cutta. Page 1827. 

Remarks and observation by — in con- 
nection with the discussion of the 
adjournment motion of Mr. Huma- 
yun Kabir regarding refusal of per- 
mission by the Additional District 
Magistrate, Faridpur, to hold a 
meeting of the Krishak Proja 
S amity at Bakhunda. Pages 1829- 
1841. 

Remarks by — in connection with dis- 
cussion of clause 49 of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 
Pages 1841-1857. 

Remarks by — on the point of privilege 
of Mr. N. N. Mahalanobis regard- 
ing libellous statement published in 
certain newspaper against the 
President and mernhers of the 
Bengal Legislative Council. Page 
1860. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
observation of Mr. H. D. Mazumder 
that monthly grant of Mr. Brojo 
Mohan Institution at Barisal has 
been withdrawn and also about 
Howrah Municipality. Page 1879. 

Remarks and observations by — on the 
point of privilege raised by Mr. H. 
Kabir regarding promulgation of 
two Ordinances by the Government 
of Bengal during the period when 
the Council was having recess. Page 
1910. 

Remarks and observations by — on the 
point of informations regarding out- 
standing questions. Page 1923. 


President, Mr. — concld. 

Remarks by — on the discussion re- 
garding admissibility of the 
adjournment motion of Mr. B. 0. 
Mukherji regarding right of the 
Calcutta Corporation to inspect 
foodgrains of the ration shops in 
Calcutta. Pages 1943-1947. 

Remarks by — in reply to the point of 
privilege raised by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumder regarding his respon- 
sibility of the statement made as 
subject matter of a shorten otice 
question tabled by him. Page 1947. 
Remarks by — on the point of privi- 
lege of Mr. B. C. Mukarji regard- 
ing placing of the original Bengal 
Jnoome-tax Bill as passed by the 
Assembly on the table. Pages 1947- 
1948. 

Remarks by — regarding IVlr. L. C. 
Das’s letter addressed to the Hon’ble 
Sjieaker through the Hon’ble Presi- 
dent. Page 1948. 

Remarks by — on clause 65 of Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944 
(dispute regarding correction). Pages 
1948-1953. 

Remarks by — on the point of informa- 
tion of Mr. Haridas Mazumder 
regarding wbereabout.s of Maulana 
Maniruzzainan Islamabadi who was 
put und('r arrest. Page 1995, 
Remarks by — on the point of privi- 
lege of Mr. L. C. Das regarding 
ban on public meetings at Calcutta, 
Dacca and Midnapore. Pages 1996, 
1997. 

Remarks by — on the point of privi- 
lege of Mr. B. C. Mukarji that 
prorogation of the Council scission 
without dealing with the adjourn- 
ment motion pending, whieh would 
seriously affect the privilege of the 
members of the House. Pages 1999- 
2000. 

Remarks by — on the ndjonrnment 
motion of Mr. B. C, Mukarji regard- 
ing situation created by the action 
of the District Magistratei, Murshi- 
dabad, prohibiting the Berhampore 
Municipality from seizing or des- 
troying unwholesome food under the 
provisions of the Bengal Municipal 
Act. Pages 2005-2007, '2011-2012. 

Prlce(s) — 

Question regarding — of vegetables by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 777-778. 

Question regarding abnormall3^ high — 
of foodstuffs by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Pages 21-22. 

Prisoners — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — of the Chittagong Armoury 
Raid Case by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. Pagas 946-949. 

Question regarding — taken under 
Defence of India Rules by Mr. Dan- 
kim Chandra Dutt. Page 945. 
Privilege of the House — 

Regarding libellous statement publish- 
^ in oertain newspaper against 
President and members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council. Pages 
1859-1860. 
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Procedure Rules — 

Fixation by Mr. President of the 
hour |ind date for receiving nomi- 
nations in connection with the cons- 
titution of a committee to consider 
the amendments to the Bengal 
Legislative Council — . Pace 616. 

Proscribed books — 

Question and supplementarics regard- 
ing — by Kazi Nazrul Islam by Maulvi 
Muhammad Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Pages 1131-1133. 

Prosecution — 

Question regarding — ^ot Mr. Sanat 
Kumar Iloy (Uiowdliury and 
Mr. Hari Prasanua Misra by 
Mr. Laht Chandra Das. Page 1315. 

Puber Bundb — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Pago 757. 

Question regarding — by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir. Pages 791-792. 

Public Accounts Committee — 

Information wanted by Mr, Ilaridas 
Mazumdar regarding a — of the 
Upper House. l*age 802. 

Public Health Department — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing posts hold by Muslims iii the — by 
Khan Sahib Nural Amin. Pages 
914-915. 

Puran Thana Mosque — 

Question regarding firing near — by 
Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. Page 
721. 

Purbadhair— 

Que^ition regarding relief work at — by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 1342. 

Purbadhar’s Union — 

Question regarding malaria in the — 
by Mr. Lalit (Jli. Das. Pace« 821- 
823. 

Purchase — 

Question regarding — of rice by the 
Government by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Pago 1467. 

Question (8) — 

By Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
cyclone over Munshiganj and 
Madaripur. Pages 865-866. 

Detenue Srijut Amulya Mukherjee — 
Question regarding — by Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das^ Page 891. 

By Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan 
Maitra regarding scarcity of X’ray 
films. Page 892. 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
need of a dispensary at Shankar- 
pur. Page 913. 

Question and supplementaries by Khan 
Sahib Nil nil Amin regarding posts 
held by Muslims in the Public 
Health Department. Pages 914- 
915. 


Question i$)—cot}fd. 

F Mr. Rauajit Pal Chowdhury 
regarding inspection of the stocks 
of rice in Calcutta. Pages 915-917. 

By Mr. Baukim Chandra Dutta re- 
garding prisoners taken under 
Defence of India Rules. J^ige 945. 

By Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
prisoners ot tiio Cliittagong Armoury 
Raid Case. Pages 946-949. 

By Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding desti- 
tutes treated in hospitals and res- 
cue homes. Page 968. 

By Mr, Bankim Chandra Mukherjee 
regarding export ol riee troiii Bir- 
hhum and Midnapoiv. Pages 993- 
994. 

By Mr lialit (’liandra Das regarding 
Bocurity prisoiu'is. Pagi's 1-!)95 

By Mr, Kanmn Kumar Dutta regard- 
ing release ol jx'rsons delaiiUHl under 
Delence of Jndia Buh's Page 996. 

By Mr. Humuyiiu Kalur r<‘gar(iing 
arrest of Mr. Jswar ('luindra Mai, 
M L.A. Pages 997-998. 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
Mr, Narayan ('handra Bliattaehar- 
joo. Pages 999-llK>]. 

By Mr. Humayun Kalur regarding 
illness of Mrs. Linda Uov. ]*age 
1001 . 

By Mr. Lalit ('liandra Das regarding 
security prisoners. Pages 1101- 
1102. 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regariling 
disturbances at Dacca. Pages 1001- 
1003. 

By Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Boy 
regarding centres lor the Appren- 
ticeship Admission Jilxamination. 
Pages 1(K)3-1(X)5. 

By Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta regard- 
ing non-provision of medical assis- 
tance at Laksam and Barkanta. 
Pages 1005-1(K)6. 

By Mr. Bircndra Kisliore Boy Cliow- 
dhiiry regarding deaths due to 
malaria in Bengal. Page 1006. 

By Mr. Kader Jhiksh regarding rice 
deficit in Dinajpur. Page 1037, 

By Mr. Nur Ahmad regarding stand- 
ard cloth. Page 1038. 

By Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee 
regarding failure of crop in the 
Contai subdivision. Pages 1039- 
1040. 

By Mr. Latafat Hpssain regarding 
rationing in Barrackpore. Page 
1040. 

By Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury re- 
garding relief staff at Rajbari. 
Page 1041 . 

By Mr. Muhammad Habibullah Chow- 
dhury regarding excavation of river 
Dakatia. Page 1041. 

By Mr. vSbnsli (thaiidra (Miak^avnrty 
regarding taking part in election 
by Government servants. Page 1102, 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
security priboners. Puges 1102-1103. 

By Mr. Bankim Chandra MukherjPe 
regarding collection of paddy in 
Khairasole. Pages 1103-1104. 

By Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee 
regarding petition for the supply of 
“aus” and “aman” seeds. Page 
1104. 
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Question (s' — contd. 

By Maulvi Muhammad Habibullah 
Chowdhury regarding distribution 
of cattle to the agriculturists. Pq,ges 
1104-11D8. 

B}’ Maulvi Muhammad Habibullah 
Chowdhury regarding proscribed 
books by Kazi Nazrul Islam. Pages 
1131-1133. 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regarding 
arrest of Mr. Sanat Kumay Roy 
Chowdhury. Pages 1178-1180. 

By Mr. Haridas Mazumdar regard- 
ing soft coke. Pago 1200. 

By fo. Haridas Maaiumdar regarding 
stock of foodgrains rendered unfit 
for human consumption. Pages 
1201 - 1202 . 

Ily Mr. Hariilas Majumdar regarding 
insufficiency of the ration for 
manual labourers and children. 
Pages 1202-1203. 

Regarding communal disturbances by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, Page 1221. 
Regarding removal of paddy from the 
Tippera State to the British India 
oy Maulvi Md. Habibullah Chow- 
dhury. Pago 1283. 

■egarding agricultural income-tax by 
Khan Bahadur Nazimuddip Ahmed. 
Page 1291. 

Regarding cost of supplying food- 
stuffs to Government employees at 
reduced rate by Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mohalanobis. Page 1293. 

Regarding costs of aerial visits of 
Ministers by Mr. Haridas Mazum- 
dar. Page 1295. 

R^ardiiig prosecution of Mr. Sanat 
Kumar Roy Chow'dhury and 
Mr. Hari Prasanna Misra by 
Mr. Dalit Chandra Das. Page 1315. 
Regarding shooting in the Dacca Jail 
by Mr. Haridas Majumdar. Pago 
131 

Regarding cheap grain shop at Kandi 
by Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury. 
Page 1339. 

Regarding relief work at Purbadhair 
by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, Page 
1342. 

Regarding shooting in the Dacca 
Jail by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
Page 1342. 

Regarding supply of foodstuffs to the 
families of seamen and sailors by 
Mr. Nur Ahme<l. Pago 1343. 
Regarding export of paddy from 
Tamluk by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. Pago 1343, 

Regarding high price of rice' at Dacca 
by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 
1344. 

Regarding free kitchens in Chittagong 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 13M. 
Regarding high price of riqe by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 1345. 
Regarding tenders for the Presidency, 
Central and Du Dum Jails by 
Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman. Page 
1349. 

Regarding security prisoners Sj. Rabin- 
dra Nath Sikder and Sj. Mohit , 
Mohan Moulik by Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mahal anobis. Page 1361. I 


QuestiOJI ( 8 ) — conld. 

Regarding supplies of foodgrains 
received by • Bengal by Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee. Page 1367. 
Regarding hi^i price of foodstuffs in 
Bakarganj by Mr. Haridas Mazum- 
dar. Pages 1367-1368. 

Regarding export of rice or paddy 
from Bengal by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. Page 1368, 

Regarding export of rice from Bengal 
by Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Roy. 
Page 1368. 

Regarding alleged sale of foodstuff's 
to the black market by the con- 
trolled shops by Mr. K. C. Roy 
Chowdhury. Page 1369. 

Regarding liabilities of Subdivisinnal 
Officer of Bongaon by Mr. Amulya- 
dhone Roy. Pages 1369-1370. 
Regarding return of licences issued to 
Muslims and Hindus for sale of edi- 
bles at controlled prices by Khan 
Sahib Nurul Amin. Page 1370. 
Regarding shortage of fuel in Cal- 
cutta by Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 
Page 1370. 

Regarding supply of boiled rice by 
Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerieo. Page 

1371. 

Regarding supply of rice to Barrack- 
pore by Mr. Latafat Hossain, Page 

1371. 

Regarding ration for the manual 
workers by Mr. K. C. Roy Chow- 
dhury, Page 1372. 

Regarding alleged hoarding of rice by 
Government during scarcity by 
Mr, Ranajit Pal Chowdhury. Page 

1372. 

Regarding ration for factory workers 
by Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. Page 

1372. 

Regarding disposal of Government 
stocks of grains and pulses by 
Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury. Page 

1373. 

Regarding Orient Press of India by 
Maulvi Md. Habibullah Chowdhury. 
Page 1396. 

Regarding scarcity of soft coke by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
1376. 

Regarding rural w^ater-supply by 
Mr Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
1376. 

Regarding health report of Chitta- 
gong by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 
1376., 

Regarding detenus Sj. Profull a Ran- 
jan Chakravarty and Sj. Sudhir 
Kumar Aich by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Page 1419. 

Regarding rice position in Bengal 
by Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 
Page 1463. 

Regarding purchase of rice by Messrs, 
fipahani & Co. from Bihar, Orissa 
and the Eastern Agency States by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 1464. 
Regarding purchase of rice by the 
Government by Mr. Haridas Mazum- 
dar. Page 1467. 

Regarding ration for digger, carrier, 
etc., by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukherjee. Page 14^. 
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Question (8 ) — concUL 

Regarding school health service by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 1468. 

Regarding strike in the Indian Rub- 
ber Manufacturers, Ltd., at Lil- 
looah by Mr. Humayun Kabir. 
Pago 1489. 

Regarding Bengali novel “Dukha 
Mochan” by Mr. K. C. Roy Chow- 
dhury. Page 1511. 

Regarding Bhatpara Municipality by 
Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. Page 
1957. 

Regarding administration ot the 
Howrah Municipality by Mr. Ban- 
kim f!liandra jMukhorjee. Page 
1959. 

Regarding Howrah IMunicipality by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
1961. 

Regarding arrest of Babu Ananda 
Prosad Ohoudhury by Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukher]i. Pago 1962. 

Itegarding use of non-standard 
xveights by Mr. Humayun Kabir. 
Pago 1964. 

Regarding grievances of the people ot 
Chittagong by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Pago ] 964. 

Regarding Pabna Satsang by Mr. Hari- 
das Mazumdar. Page 1964. 

Regarding a])poiutment of Mr. Kovacs 
bV Mr. Birendra Kislioro Ray Chow- 
dnury. Pago 1965. 

Regarding dearness allowance for the 
employees in District Board by 
Mr. Hanajit Pal Chowdhury. Pago 

1969. 

Regarding complaints against the 
Nursing Superintendent of iho 
('ampbell School by Mr. Kader 
liaksh. Pago 196. 

Regarding supersession of the Bhat- 
para Municipality by Mr. Latafat 
Hos.sain. Page 1970. 

Regarding dearness allowance to 
teachers by Rai Sahib Jogendra 
Nath Roy. Pago 197'' . 

Regarding education o Muslims by 
Maulvi Md. HabibulJah Chowdhury. 
Page 1971. 

Regarding death from starvation in 
Brahinanbaria by Mr. Lalit Chan- 
dra Das. Page 1972. 

Regarding Faridpur District Food 
Conference by Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Wahiduzzaman. Pago 1973. 

Regarding Damodar river by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 

1974. 

Regarding report of the Enquiry Com- 
mittee about Howrah Municipality 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar and Rai 
Sahib Jogendra Nath Roy. Page 

1975. 

Regarding arrest of Congress Leaders 
by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 

1970. 

Regarding judgment on the dispute 
between Calcutta Tramways Co. and 
Tramway Workers’ Association by — . 
Pago 1977. 


Question (short-notioe) — 

Regarding certain communal dispute 
over birthday celebration of 

Dr. Robindra N. Tagore at a Daoo* 
High English School. — by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 1994. 

Regarding road and drain repairs in 
the Bhatpara Municipality. — by 
Mr. Lat.afat Hosain. Pago.s 1904- 
1995. 

Quinine Saie Department — 

Question regarding staff in tlie — by 

Khan Snliib Abdul Aziz. Pages 
692-694. 

Quinine supply to Bengai districts— 

Statement by tlu^ llon’ble Khawaja 
Sir Nazi mu (Id 111 on — . Pages 1669- 
1673. 

Rajbari— 

Question regarding relief staff nt — 

by iMr. Ranajit Pal Cliowdliury. 
Pago lOli. 

Rasid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdus — 

flondoleneo resolution on tho death of 
— and speeches by members. Pages 
1 66o-] 6(j7 

Ration- 

Question regarding — for tho manual 
workor.s by Mr. K. C. Roy Chow- 
dbury. Pago 1372. 

Question n^gardiiig — for fa(‘tory 
workers by .Mr. K. C. Roy Cboiv- 
dbiiry. Thigi' 1372. 

Question and sujiplementaries regard- 
ing insnfficicney of the — ior manual 
labourers and children by Mr. Hari- 
das Mazumdar. Pages 1202-1203. 

Question regarding — for digger, car- 
rier, etc., by Mr. Bankim Cliaiidra 
Mukherjee. Pago 1468. 

Rationing — 

Question and sujiplornentaric's regard- 
ing — in Barrack])oro by IMr. Latatat 
Hossuin. Pago 1040. 

Rationing Inspector- 

Question regarding recruitment of — . 
Pages 162-163. 

Rationing scheme — 

Question and sujijilementary questions 
regarding introdiiet ion of — by Mr. 
Slirish Cliandra (diakraverti. Pago 
^30. 

Question regarding shops in Calentta 
under — by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Pages 7()3-704. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar— 

Speech by— on the adjournment 
motion regarding Government’s 
failure to c^mck preventible diseases 
following the famine of 1943. Pages 
11 - 12 . 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
deaths from malaria, cholera and 
other disciases in Chittagong during 
1936-42. Page 137. 
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Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar — concld. 
Speeches by — on the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
BiU, 1944. Pages 144, 140-147. 
Speech by — on the general discussion 
of the budget. Pages 305-308. 
Speech by — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed under rule 96 urging the ap- 
pointment of an appropriate body oi 
the t;^e of a Royal Commission to 
examino the whole question of food 
shortage in Bengal. Pages 386-387. 
Speech by — on the third reading ot 
the Bengal Diseases of Animals Bill, 

• 1944. Pages 706-768. 

Question by — regarding water-supply 
system at Kurseong. Pages 838- 
839. 

Supplementary quesiioji by — regarding 
persons arrested and detained under 
Regulation III of 1818. Pago 654. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
cattle-breeding. Pages 685-686. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
establishment of a (College or Phar- 
macy in Bengal. Pages 695-696. 

Ray, Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath — 

Question by — regarding smoking in 
tram cars. Pages 727-728. 

Question by — regarding deaths duo to 
starvation. Page 728. 

Question by — regarding flood in tho 
Burdwan district. Pages 785-787. 
Question by — regarding gruel kitchen. 
Pages 820-827. 

Question by — regarding export of rice 
from Bengal. Page 1368. 

Question by — regarding Lawyer Magis- 
trates, Pages 1796-1797- 
Question regarding report of Enquiry 
Committee about Howrah Munici- 
pality by — . Page 1925. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing centres for the Apprenticeship 
Admission Examination by — . Pages 
1003-1005. 

Question and supplementary by — 
regarding dearness allowance to 
teachers. Page 1971. 

Speech by — ’On the general discussion 
of the budget. Pages 331-333. 
Speech by — ^on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. B. C. Mukerji regard- 
ing situation created for non-avail- 
ability of rice in the Midnapore 
town and villages and existence of 
black market. Page 1750. 

Recess — 

Discussion regarding — .on account of 
solar eclipse. Pages 1320-1321. 

Recruitment — 

Question regarding — of Rationing 
Inspectors and others. Pages 162- 
163, 

Regulation III of 1818 — 

Question regarding persons arrested 
and detained under — by Mr. Nagen- 
dra Nath Mohalanobis. Pages 553- 
555. 


Rehabilitation — 

Question regarding — of famine-stricken 
people by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Pages 265-266. 

Question regarding — of soldiers and 

^ sailors, etc,, by Mr, Nur Ahmed. 
Page 827. 

Release — 

Question by Mr. Shrish Chandra Chak- 
ravarti regarding the — of political 
prisoners of the Midnapore district. 
Pago 583. 

Release of persons — 

Question and supplementaries regarding 
-—detained under Defence of India 
Rules by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 
Page 996. 

Relief— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding 
— to the poor. Pages 610, 611. 

Relief centres — 

Question regarding number of desti- 
tutes sent to — by Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das. Pages 789-790. 

Relief staff — 

Question regarding — at Rajbari by 

Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdliury. Page 
1041. 

Relief work— 

Question regarding — at Piirhadhair by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Page 1342, 

Remission — 

Question regarding suspension or— of 
rents in Contai by Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjeo. Page 692. 

Removal of paddy — 

Question regarding — from the Tippera 
State to the British India by Maiilvi 
Md. Habibullah Chowdhiiry. Page 
1283. 

Rents — 

Question regarding suspension or remis- 
sion of — in Contai by Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherjee. Page 692. 

Reserve forests — 

Question regarding cultivable land in — 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed, Page 702. 

Resignation- 

Tendered by Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw from 
the Select Committee on the Diseases 
of Animals Bill. Page 656. 

Resolution (condolence) — 

On the death of Khan Sahib Maiilvi 
Abul Quasem, M.L.C. (Agreed to.) 
Pages 3-7. 

On the death of Khan Bahadur Kazi 
Abdur Rashid. Pages 1665-1667. 
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ResolutionCs) (non-officlai)— 

By Mr. Haridas Majumder regarding 
the taking of a census of the desti- 
tutes unemployed to tackle the 
urgent problem of rehabilitation. 
(Agreed to.) Pages 110-121, 420- 
422. 

By Mr. Humayun Kabir that the 
Government should immediately take 
steps for meeting the grievances of 
persons detained without any trial 
either under section 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules or Regulation 111 of 
1818. (Negatived.) Pages 423-446. 

Regarding improvement of the indi- 
genous shoe-making imlustry of 
Bengal. Pages 963-966, 1181-1187. 

Urging formulation of a comprehensive 
scheme tor development of imligenous 
drug industry, tabled by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 1187-1195. 

Regarding an enquiry into the causes 
of the Campbell Medical School 
strike, by Rai Bahadur K. C. 
Bant'rj^e. (Lost.) Pages 665-671, 
848-851 . 

Regarding development of the sugar 
iiidusifv. (Agreed to.) Pages 671* 
678, 851-857. 

MovihI by Mr. Jlaridas Mazumdar re- 
garding setting^ apart of Rs. 50 
lakhs for education of the Scheduled 
Castes. (Unconchided.) Pages 857- 
863. 

By Mr. Arnulyadhano Roy regarding 
measures to secure representation of 
Scheduled Castes in tlie service’s 
and on the Statiitorv Hoards, etc., 
(Resumption of discussion on — .) 
(Withdrawn.) Pages 100-113. 

By Mr. Niir Ahmed regarding legisla- 
tion to jirovidc for ])ayment to 
Bengal of three-fourths of the salt 
duty realised from Bengal. (With- 
drawn.) Pages 113-11-1. 

By Mr. Ainulyadhone Roy regarding 
appointment of a Conimittee to 
enquire into the observaneo of thel 
Comniiinal Ratio Rules regarding 
the reernitment of tho S''!ioduled 
Castes. (Agreed to, amended.) 

Pages 114-116. 

Rice — 

Question regarding supply of — to 
Barrackpore by Mr. Latafat Hossain. 
Page 1371. 

Question and supplementary questions 
regarding bad quality of — by Mr. 
Haridas Mazumdar. Pages 528-529. 

Question regarding high price of — by 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, Page 1345. 

Question regarding purchase of — by 
Messrs. Ispahani & Co. from Bihar, 
Orissa and the Rastern Agency 
States by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
Page 1464. 

Question regarding — deficit in Dinajpur 
by Mr. Kader Baksh. Pa^e 1037. 

Question regarding high price of— at 
Dacca by Mr, Lalit Chandra Das. 
Page 1314. 

Question regarding export of — from 
Bengal by Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath 
Roy. Page 1368. 


Rice and cloth — 

Question regarding want of — in Bakar- 
ganj district by Mr. Haridas Mazum- 
dar. Page 628. 

Rice position — 

Question regarding — in Bengal by Mr. 
Naresh Nath Mookerjee. Pag© 1463. 

Roads — 

Question regarding — on tlic Hastings 
Bridge by Mr. Naresh Nath Mooker- 
jee. Pages 683-684. 

Roy, Acharya *5!r Prafulia Chandra — 

Condolence resolution moved by the 
Hon’hJc Khan Haliadnr Saiyed 
Munzzamuddin Hosaiu on tho death 
of—. Page 1063. 

Roy, Mr. Amulyadhone — 

Observation hy — whether amtuidmeiits 
slaiidmg in the name of Government 
Jbirty mcmb('is {‘an be moved by 
other members not belonging to the 
G()\ ('rnment Parly in ilu' ease of 
Govern mc'iit not moving any amend- 
ment. ihige 1275, 

Point of iidormation raised by — regard- 
ing (piestions relating to Civil Sup- 
ply j3e])artm(M]t. Page 830. 

Question by — reganliug arrest of Babu 
Xishori Kishoru Sarkar (u lunatic). 
Page 26, 

Question regarding standard eloth for 
Jessoro by — . Ihigo 1339. 

Question by — regarding liabilities of 
Subdivisioiial Officer of Bongaou. 
Pages 1369-1370. 

Remarks by — in eoniu'ction with Mr. 
Haridas Majurndar’s adjournment 
motion regarding shortage of milk 
supply in Calcutta. Page 960. 

Resolution moved by — for the apjioint- 
ment of a committee to enquire into 
the observance of tho fJommunal 
Ratio Rules relating to the recruit- 
ment of the Scheduled Castes. 
Pages 114-115. 

Speech by — on his resolution regarding 
measures to secure representation of 
Scheduled Castes in the services and 
on the Statutory Boards, etc., also 
reply by — to the official answer. 
Pages 100-101, 112-113. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Finance 
(Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944. 
Pages 485-487. 

Speech by — on tho non-offieial resolu- 
tion regarding an enquiry in the 
Campbell Medical School strike. 
Page 669. 

Speech by — on the non-offieial resolu- 
tion regarding provision for the 
advancement of Scheduled Caste 
education. Pages 950-951. 

Speeches by — on the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Income-Tax Bill 1944. Pages 
1164-1165, 1327-1328, 1553-1554, 1658- 
1662. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
of Mr. j .. C. Maker ji regarding 
situation created for non-availability 
of rice in the Midnapore town and 
villages and existence of black 
market. Pages 1746-1747. 



Iviii 


INDEX. 


RoYi Mr. Amulyadhon^— 6 

Supplementaries by — on the short- 
notice question of Mr. Shrish Ch. 
Chakraverti regarding high prices of 
vegetables, herbs, etc. Page 1627. 

Roy, Mr. BIren — 

Point of order by — whether a member 
is entitled to discuss the budget 
generally when the supplementary 
budget is discussed. Page 350. 

Speech by — on tlio resolution regarding 
measures to secure representation of 
Scheduled Castes in the Services and 
on Statutory Boards, etc. Pages 
106-109. 

Speeches by — to amendments to the 
Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief) Bill, 1944. Page 
155. 

Speeches by — on the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944. Pages 168, 170-171. 

Speech by — on the amendments to the 
Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amend- 
ment Bill, 1944. Pages 518-519. 

Speech by — on the Hindu Women’s 
Rights to Property (Extension to 
Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943. Pages 
572-573. 

Speech by — on the non-official resolu- 
tion urging formulation of a com- 
prehensive scheme for development of 
indigenous drug industry tabled by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 1190-1192. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding High Court’s judgment on 
Howrah municipal affairs. Pages 
1433-1434. 

Supplementaries by — on the question of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir regarding 
Bengal Tenancies (Amendment) Act, 
1938. Page 1828. 

Roy, Mrs. Leela— 

Question regarding illness of — by Mr. 
Humayun Kabir. Page 1001. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Birendra KIshore— 

Question by — regarding detention of 
security prisoners. Page 28. 

Question by— regarding ‘'Grow More 
Foo<l” in the province. Page 37. 

Question by — regarding destitute 

families. Page 405. 

Question by — regarding Bengal Non- 
Agri cultural Tenancy Bill. Page 

501. 

Question by — regarding “Grow More 
Food” campaign. Pages 686, 689, 
690. 

Question by — regarding expenditure on 
Muslim Hulls and Hostels. Pago 781. 

Question and supplementary question 
regarding deaths due to malaria in 
Bengal by — . Page 1006. 

Question and supidementary by — re- 
garding appointment of Mr. -Kovacs. 
Page 1965 

Speeches by — on the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relief) 
Bill, 1944. Page 145. 


Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Birendra Kishoro>— 

concld. 

Speech by — on the motion for considera- 
tion of the Bengal J^on-a^icul- 
tural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extension Bill, 1944. Pages 
180-181. 

Speech by — on the general discussion 
of the budget. Pages 301-305. 

Speeches by — on the clauses of the 
Bengal Agricultural Tncomo-tax Bill. 
Pages 930, 1359, 1447, 1494-1496, 
1.561, 1918, 1982-1983. 

Speech by — on the special motion re- 
garding filling up of civil posts by 
military men. Pages 1477-1478. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
of Mr. Lalit Ch. Das regarding rising 
tide of malaria. Pages 1884-3885. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. K. C. — 

Enquiry by — in connection with Mr. 
Nagendra Nath Mohalanobish’s 
adjournment motion regarding salt 
supply. Page 659. i 

Enquiry by — regarding his adjournment 
motion regarding fish industry. 
Page 1643. 

Introduction of the Bengal Commercial 
Forms Bill, 1944. Pago 

Question by — regarding allegations 
against the Jessore District Board. 
Page 78. 

Question by — regarding the House 
Kent Control Order of 1943. Pago 
44. 

Question by — regarding case against 
Mr. Latafat Hossain, M.L.O. Page 
523. 

(Question regarding wages of jute mill 
hands by — . Page 585. 

Question by — regarding allegations 
against the Subdivisional Supply 
(Officer of Narail. Page 704. 

Question by — regarding ban on the 
Bengal Committee of Indian Federa- 
tion of Labour. Page 714. 

Question by — regarding alleged s.'ile of 
foodstuffs to the black market by 
the controlled shops. Page 1369. 

Question by — regarding ration for the 
manual workers. Page 1372. 

Question by — regarding ration for 
factor}" workers. Page 1372. 

Question by — regarding Bengali novel 
“Dukha Mochan”. Pago 1511. 

Question by — regarding Bhatpara 
Municipality. Page 1957. 

Question and supplementary by — re- 
garding strikes in jute mills. Pages 

Question and supplement pies by— re- 
garding allegations against Jessore 
District Board. Pago 406. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
census of babies and expectant 
mothers. Page 218. 

Supplementary questions by— regarmng 
relief to the poor. Pages 611, 612. 

Supplementary question regarding 
prisoners of the Chittagong Armour} 
Raid Case by—. Page 946. 

Speeches by— on the Bengal Destitute 
Persons (Repatriation and Relier; 
Bill, 1944. Page 147. 
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Roy Chowdhury, Mr. K. C. — condd. 

Speech — on the {general discussion 
of the budget. Pages 327-330. 

Speech % — on the motion of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed that an address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal regarding aiTangeinents for 
immediate shipmejit of cereals and 
other foodgrajns to Bengal from 
North and South America and other 
countries. Page 374. 

Speech by— on the resolution moved by 
Mr. Humayun Kabir regarding steps 
to meet the grievances of persons 
detained without trial. Pago 434. 

Speech by — on the circulation motion 
of the Bengal Financial (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill, 1944. Page 459. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Finance 
(Sales i'ax) Ameiidment Bill, 1944. 
Page 544. 

Speech on the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944, by — . 
Pages 595-596. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, 1944. Pages 901- 
903. 

Speech by — on the iion-ofBcial re.solu- 
tion regarding improvement of the 
indigenous shoe-making industry of 
Bengal. Pages 903-965. 

Speech by — on his non-official resolu- 
tion urging improvement in the 
indigenous shoe-making industry of 
Bengal. Pages 1185-1180. 

Speech by — on clause 1 of the Bengal 
Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1944. 
Pago 1241. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding publication of prevailing 
market prices in the gazette. Pages 
1389-1390. 

Speech by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding High Court’s judgment on 
Howrah municipal affairs. Page 
1440. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Sanat Kumar— 

Question and sujiplGmentaries regarding 
arrest of — by Mr. Haddad Mazum- 
dar. Pages 1178-118 

Question regarding prosecution of — and 
Mr, Hari Prasanna Misra by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das. Pago 1315. 

Rules — 

Laying of amendmonts to the Bengal 
Motor Vehicles — , 1940, before the 
Council ])y the Hon’ hie Khwaja Sir 
Nazim uddin. Page 47, 

Ruling — 

By Mr. President regarding short- 
notice amendments to Bills. Pages 
163-167. 

By Mr. President that the Chair could 
always allow the third reading of a 
Bill on the same day that amend- 
ments to its clauses are passed, if 
the amendments made are not very 
im])ortant. Page 172, 

By Mr. President that when the 
Chair has disallowed an adjourn- 
ment motion, nothing can be men- 
tioned regarding it on the floor of 
the House. Page 418. 


Ruling— concid. 

r,v Mr. President that the word 
“IMischievous” is parliamentary. 
Pago 419. 

By the Chair on the question regarding 
the plaeiiig of papers on the Library 
Table. Page 779. 

By Mr. President that according to tho 
Income-tax Act, rovonue can bo 
taxed. Pago 1247. 

By Mr. President on tho point of order 
raised by Mr. L. C. Das in connec- 
tion with a slip of tongue of tho 
Chair in course of discussion in 
(‘laus(' 6 ot the Bengal Agneultural 
Income-lax Bill, 1914, Pages 1810- 
1812. 

On tho point raised as to whether the 
Bengal Agricultural liieome-tax Bill, 
1941, was mini vires ol tlio Provin- 
cial Legislature in so far as it tended 
to afl’ect the position of tho Huler 
ot an iTulinn State. Images 1113- 
1117. 

By Mr Presidenl that memhors of the 
Upper House' h.ave no privilege to 
address Mr. SiieaUer of tho Lower 
House. Page 1918. 

By ]\Ir. Pr(*t>iileiit that tho Chair can- 
not act as elmiiiicl of eommuiueat ion 
between individual members of this 
House and the Speaker of the 
Lower House. Pago 1946. 

Rural Development Board — 

Question regarding — in Bengal by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. Page 727. 

Saha, detenu Srijut Birendra Chandra— 

Question regarding— by Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta. Page 393. 

Sahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. K. — 

Ol^ectiona raised by — ^to Mr. Lalit Ch. 
Das, adjournment motion regarding 
price control order on rice. Pages 
736-738. 

Observations b.y — that Government 

departments are making every effort 
to answer pending questions as 
quickly as possible. Pages 700-701 . 

Point of order raised by — in connection 
with Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s sup- 
plementary question regarding 
prisoners of the Chittagong Armoury 
Raid Case. Page 948. 

Remarks by — on tho resolution regard- 
ing the sugar industry. Page 857. 

Remarks made by — on the point of 
order regarding whether the Presi- 
dent can correct his own slip of 
tongue in declaring “Noes have it” 
or “Ayes have it”. Pages 1501- 
1602. 

Reply to the motion regarding manu- 
facture of salt by indigenous method 
in Bengal. Pages 843-846. 

Reply by — to the debate on the resolu- 
tion regarding encouragement of 
sugar industry. Pages 674-678. 

Reply to whe debate on the non-official 
resolution urging improvement in the 
indigenous shoe-raakmg industry of 
Bengal tabled by Mr. K. 0. Roy 
Chowdhury by — . Pages 1184-1186. 
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Sale— 

f^Sarding — of agricultural 
holdings by cultivators, by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 126-126. 

Sale-deeds — 

^ registration of — by 


Page 369. 


saii- 


Notico given of adjournment motion 
regarding — supply by Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Mahalanobish. Page 555. 


Salt duty — 


Mr. Nur Ahmed’s resolution regarding 
allocation to Bengal of 3/4tha of the 
—realised from Bengal. Pages 113- 


Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan — 

Speech by — on the third reading of the 
Bengal Destitute Persons (Repatria- 
tion and Relief) Bill, 1944. Page 

Speecli by — on the general discussion of 
the budget. Page 254. 

Speech made by— in connection with 
the obituary reference of Nawabzada 
Altaf Ah. Page 1590. 

Sarkar, Babu Kishorl Kishore (lunatic)— 

Question regarding arrest of— by Mr. 
Amulyadhone Roy. Page 26. 

Satsang — 

Question regarding Pabna — by Mr. 
Haridas Mazumdar. Page 1964. 

Sattar, Mr. Yakub H. 8— 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
case against Mr. Latafat Hossain, 
M.L.C. Page 523. 

Scarcity — 

Question regarding— of fish in Bengal 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 


Security pri80ner(s)-^oncZd. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
Chandra Das. 

Pages 994-995. 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
Chandra Das. 

Pages 1101-1102. 

Question regarding— by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Pages 1102-1103. 
Qimstion regarding— Sj. Rabindra Nath 
V Sj. Mohit Mohan Moulik 

by Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish 
Pago 1351. 

Question regarding— Suresh Chandra 
Majumdar by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
Pages 784-785. 

Question and supplementaries regarding 
— Dr. Nripendranath Bose by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das. Page 415. 


Shamsuzzoha, Kahn Bahadur Mr.— 

Observations by — on certain important 
points arising out of the discussion 
of the Bengal Agricultural Income- 
tax Bill, 1944. Page 1082. 

Speech .by — on the adjournment motion 
regarding Government’s failure to 
check preventable diseases following 
the famine of 1943. Pages 59-60. 

Speech by — on the resolution, regard- 
ing measures to secure representation 
of the Scheduled Castes in the 
services and on Statutory Boards, 
etc. Pages 109-110. 


Shooting — 

Question regarding— in tho Dacca Jail 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Pages 
1316, 1342. ^ 


Shops — 

Question regarding— in Calcutta under 
Rationing Scheme by Mr. Lalit Chan- 
dra Das. Pages 703-704. 

Short-notico question — 

Regarding hailstorm over Bakargauj 
district by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 
Pages 127-129. 


Schools — 

Question regarding distribution of 

Government grants to aided by 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Pages 9-13. 

School Healtif Servico— 

Question regarding— by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 1468. 

Seamen and sailors— 

Question regarding supply of foodstuffs 
to the families of — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 1343. 

School teachers — 

Question regarding dearness allowance 
to — by Mr. ^'^iridas Mazumdar. 

Page 34. 


SIkdar, Sj. Rabindra Nath — 

Question regarding security prisoners — 
and Sj. Mohit Mohan Moulik by Mr. 
Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 
Page 1351. 

Sitting hours — 

Suggestion by the Hon’ble Khan Baha- 
dur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hossain 
regarding a change in the — of the 
House. Pages 607, 608. 

Small-pox — 

Question regarding — in Chittagong by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 729-730. 

Smoking — 

Question regarding — in tram cars by 
Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Pages 727-728. 


Security prisoner(8) — 

Question regarding detention of — by 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chow- 
dbury. Page 28. 


Soaps and towels — 

Point of privilege by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir regarding removal of — from 
the bathrooms of the Council. Page 
1296. 
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Social hygleno— 

Question regarding measures to spread 
knowledge about — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pago 188. 

Soft coko— * 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing — by Mr. Harilas Mazumdar, 
Page 1200. 

Question regarding scarcity of — by 

Mr. Hnridas Mazumdar. Page 1376. 

Solar eclipse— 

Discussion regarding recess on account 
of—. Pages 1320-1321. 

Soldiers and sailors, etc. — 

Question regarding rehabilitation of — 
by Mr. Nur ‘Ahmed, Pago 827. 

Special motion — 

Moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das re- 
garding filling up of civil posts by 
military men. l*agos 1472-1487. 

Date fixed for discussion of the — regard- 
ing filling up of civil posts by mili- 
tary men. Pages 1421-1423. 

Regarding disapproval of the Council 
of the action of the Bengal Govern- 
ment applying to the Central Govern- 
ment for services of army officers to 
hold civilian posts in Bengal to tho 
detriment of claims of Bengalis — by 
Mr. Lalit Ch. Das. Further discus- 
sion regarding — . Pages 1783-1792. 

By Mr. Nur Ahmed that this Council 
is of opinion that the Government of 
Bengal bo strongly urged upon to 
convey through proper authority in 
India to His Majesty’s’ Government 
in England the opinion of this House 
that an enquiry should be held by an 
appropriate body of tho typo of ‘a 
Royal Commission to examine tho 
whole quostion of the food shortage 
in Bengal. Pages 380-391. 

Standard cloth — 

Question and sup piemen + ary v^aestion 
regarding — liy Mr. N.i ;endra Nath 
Mahalanobish. Pages o24-52o. 
Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmad. Pago 1U38. 

Question regarding — for Jessoro by 
Mr, Amulyadboiie Roy. Page 1339. 

Staff- 

Question regarding — in the office of the 
Administrator-General and Official 
Trustee, Bengal, by Khan Sahib 
Abdul Aziz. Pages 795-797. 

Starvation — 

Question regarding deaths due to — in 
Chittagong by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Page 22. 

Question regarding deaths due to — ^by 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakravarty. 
Page 44. 

Question by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar re- 
garding cases of — ^in Calcutta. Pages 
79-80, 


Starvation— conch/. 

Question regarding — cases in Dinajpur 
by Mr. Kader Baksh. Page 524. 
Question regarding deaths duo to — in 
Calcutta by Mr, Lalit Chandra Das. 
Pages 722-723. 

Question by Rai Sahib .logondra Nath 
Roy regarding deaths duo to — . 
Page 789. 

Question regarding deaths dir^ to — by 
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